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LIFE  AND  WORKS  OF  GOVERNOR 

REUBEN  E.  FENTON. 

BY  JEROME  B.  FISHER. 

This  is  a  historic  day  to  the 

people  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty. A  century  is  not  a  long" 
time  in  the  history  of  many 

nations,  but  it  is  a  long  time 
in  the  history  of  this  young, 

progressive,  energ-etic,  suc- 
cessful republic.  It  marks 

nearly  the  entire  period  of 

jerome  b.  fishkk.    its  constitutional  history. 
In  June,  1802,  Thomas  Jefferson  was 

President  of  the  United  States,  and  our 

population  at  that  time  was  less  than 

six  millions.  The  vast  territory  lying 
west  of  Pennsylvania,  north  of  the  Ohio, 

and  east  of  the  Mississippi — now  divid- 
ed into  five  populous  and  powerful 

states — was  known  as  the  "Northwest 

Territory,"  and  under  the  Ordinance  of 
1787  was  forever  dedicated  to  freedom. 
The  slavery  question  had  not  become 

a  subject  of  commanding  importance; 
its  financial  benefit  to  the  Southern 

States  had  not  been  discovered.  Our 

western  boundary  was  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  we  were  shut  off  from  the 

Gulf  of  Mexico  by  foreign  territory.  A 

vast  domain  king  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, unknown  and  unexplored,  now 

called  the  Louisiana  Purchase,  was  also 

foreign  territory,  and  acquired  from 

France  the  following  year.  Its  pur- 
chase was  accomplished  by  a  Southern 

President,  and  no  one  dreamed  at  the 

time  that  its  subsequent  division  into 
states  would  result  in  so  much  strife, 

bitterness',  division,  dissensions,  and  fi- 
nally civil  war.    In  the  subsequent  con- 

tentions arising  over  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, Reuben  E.  Fenton  bore  an  hon- 

orable and  conspicuous  part. 

The  hardy  pioneers  of  New  England 
and  Eastern  New  York  had  gradually 
pushed  their  way  westward,  and  still 
westward,  until  in  June,  1802,  the  first 
white  settler  came  to  our  county  to 
make  his  permanent  abode.    In  honor 
of  this  event  we  meet  today.    We  jour- 

ney to  the  spot  he  made  his  home.  In 
our   imagination    we    carry  ourselves 
back  to  the  virgin  forests,  and  are  with 
him  in  his  struggles,  his  trials,  his  hard- 

ships and  disappointments.    As  we  look- 
out on  this  beautiful  scene  of  hill  and 

vale,  of  woods  and  vineyards,  of  happy 
homes  and  inland  sea — we  sav  to  our- 

selves— he  selected  wisely  and  well.  In 
the  wildest  flights  of  his  imagination, 
looking  down  the  vale  of  years,  he  could 

not  have  conceived  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty of  today,  with  her  ninety  thousand 

population,  her  fertile  farms,  thriving 
villages,  prosperous  cities,  her  schools 
and  churches,  her  railroads,  telegraphs 
and  telephones,  and  all  the  wonderful 
inventions    and    improvements  which 
have  added  so  much  to  the  comfort, 

pleasure  and  happiness  of  her  citizens. 
We  do  not  meet  in  his  honor  alone; 

we  meet  as  well  to  commemorate  the 

virtues  of  those  hardy  pioneers,  his  as- 
sociates, those  brave  men  and  women 

and  their  children,  who  came  to  this 

wilderness,  felled  the  forests,  builded 

homes  and  endured  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life.   They  were  rugged 
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characters,  the  men  brave  and  honest, 

inured  to  hardships,  the  women  ready 

to  share,  and  sharing  in  all  the  hard- 
ships, yet  possessed  of  those  gentler 

qualities  of  piety,  love  and  devotion 

which  meant  so  much  to  the  rising  gen- 
erations. 

Every  home  had  its  history,  its  story 
of  joys  and  sorrows,  of  successes  and 

disappointments,  of  hardships  and  pri- 
vations, of  life  and  death.  They  sleep  in 

peace,  and  but  few  of  the  great  body 

so  impressed  themselves  upon  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  as  to  create  for  them- 

selves the  right  to  individual  mention. 

And  yet,  they  did  not  livt  in  vain ; 

though  thousands  may  receive  no  spe- 
cial mention  today,  they  still  live  on. 

This  great  fabric  we  call  human  society 
rests  on  the  individual.  Every  noble 

act,  every  lofty  thought  is  immortal,  and 
leaves  its  impress  upon  the  human  race. 
To  every  home,  however  humble,  the 

present  generation  owes  something  for 
whatever  it  possesses  of  the  virtues  oi 
industry,  thrift,  integrity  and  morality. 

Many  achieved  honorable  distinction. 
In  commerce  and  manufactures,  at  the 

bar  and  on  the  bench,  in  the  pulpit,  in 
the  field  of  state  and  national  politics, 

and  statesmanship,  and  on  the  field  of 
battle,  many  of  the  sons  of  Chautauqua 
have  won  enduring  fame ;  and  we  can 
justly  claim  that  our  county  has  been 
second  to  none  in  advancing  our  state 

to  her  present  proud  position. 
Among  all  the  sons  of  Chautauqua 

during  its  first  century,  the  subject  of 
this  address  is  easily  the  first,  the  most 

distinguished.  Eight  years  a  Super- 
visor of  his  town  ;  ten  years  a  Repre- 

sentative in  Congress  ;  twice  Governor 
of  his  state  ;  six  years  Senator  of  the 
United  States ;  the  unanimous  choice  of 

the  Republicans  of  his  state  for  Vice 
President  in  1868;  Chairman  of  the 

United  States  Monetary  Commission  to 
the  International  Monetary  Conference 
at  Paris,  is  a  record  equaled  by  no  other. 

His  long  and  illustrious  career  was  so 
honorable  in  every  way  that  no  stain 
attaches  to  his  name. 

Reuben  E.  Fenton  was  born  in  the 

Town  of  Carroll,  this  county,  on  the  4th 

day  of  July,  1819,  the  youngest  of  five 
children,  all  boys.  His  ancestry  on  his 

father's  side  was  English,  on  his  moth- 
er's Scotch  English.  His  greatgrand- 

father Fenton  came  from  England  in 

the  year  1635.  His  grandfather,  Ros- 
well  Fenton,  removed  from  Connecti- 

cut in  1769  to  Hanover,  New  Hamp- 
shire,  where   his   father,   George  W. 

MRS.  GEOHGR  W.  FENTON. 
MOTHER  OF  GOV.  R.  E.  FENTON. 

Fenton,  was  born,  December  30, 

1783.  In  1804,  George  W.  left  the  pa- 
rental home  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 

Western  wilderness.  He  traveled  to 

Philadelphia,  thence  over  the  mountains 
to  Pittsburg,  then  a  small  village,  and 
from  thence  down  the  Ohio  to  Louis- 

ville, Kentucky.  He  soon  returned  to 
Pittsburg,  and  commenced  trading  in 
goods  and  provisions  in  a  canoe  up  the 
Allegheny  River  and  French  Creek. 

In  the  winter  of  1805-6,  he  taught 
school  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  the 

first  ever  taught  in  that  place.  In  No- 
vember, 1806,  he  married  Elsie  Owen, 

daughter  of  John  Owen,  of  the  town  of 
Carroll.  John  Owen  was  a  native  of 
Windsor,  Connecticut ;  was  a  soldier  in 
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the  "Old  French  War"  and  the  "War 
of  the  American  Revolution."  He  died 
February  26,  1843,  aged  one  hundred 
and  eight  years. 

George  W.  Fenton  and  wife  removed 

to  their  new  log  cabin  on  the  southern 

side  of  Chautauqua  Outlet  in  the  town 

of  Carroll,  in  the  spring  of  1807,  and 

in  this  log  cabin  Reuben  E.  Fenton 
was  born. 

His  first  years  at  school  were  spent 
in  the  old  log  schoolhouse  in  his  district. 

There  was  nothing  in  his  birth  or  sur- 

roundings that  was  prophetic  of  his  il- 
lustrious life.  Other  boys  were  as  well 

bred,  as  well  reared,  and  some  of  them 

had  more  of  life's  pleasures  and  com- 
forts ;  but  there  was  in  the  boy  himself 

most  promising  qualities.  He  was  a 
born  leader,  a  universal  favorite  among 

his  schoolmates.  Whatever  was  going 
on  he  was  expected  to  lead.  When  the 

boys  organized  for  a  "Training,"  they 
placed  him  in  command,  and  it  was 

probably  owing  to  this  fact  and  the  tact 
in  leadership  which  he  thus  acquired, 
that  before  he  had  attained  his  majority 
he  was  elected  to  the  Colonelcy  of  the 

One  Hundred  Sixty-Second  Regiment 
of  the  New  York  State  Militia. 

His  opportunity  for  acquiring  an  ed- 
ucation was  very  limited,  but  well  im- 
proved. Leaving  the  district  school,  he 

spent  two  terms  at  College  Hill  Acad- 
emy, near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  one 

term  at  the  Fredonia  Academy.  While 
attending  these  institutions  he  made 

rapid  progress  and  won  the  approval  of 
his  preceptors  for  his  manly  qualities, 

exemplary  deportment  and  diligence  in 
his  work.  The  boy  who  graduates  from 

the  high  school  of  today  has  much  bet- 
ter advantages,  is  much  better  educated 

than  was  Mr.  Fenton  when  his  school 

days  were  over.  But  his  education  did 

not  end  there ;  he  was.  a  reader,  a  stu- 
dent all  his  life,  as  is  shown  in  the  polish 

of   diction,   purity   of   expression  and 

broad  information  in  all  of  his  public  ad- 
dresses and  state  papers. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
the  office  of  Joseph  and  Franklin  Waite, 
in  Jamestown,  for  the  study  of  law.  He 
was  compelled  to  abandon  the  pursuit 
of  law  in  1838,  upon  the  failure  of  his 
father  in  business ;  and  at  the  age  of 

nineteen  he  turned  his  attention  to  bus- 
iness in  an  effort  to  repair  the  shattered 

fortunes  of  the  family  and  pay  the  debts 

hanging  over  it. 
He  commenced  his  business  career 

under  honorable,  but  most  adverse  cir- 
cumstances. He  entered  upon  his  work 

with  all  the  energy  of  an  earnest  char- 
acter, and  accomplished  what  he  had 

set  out  to  do.  In  the  fourteen  years 

between  1838  and  his  election  to  Con- 
gress in  1852,  he  had  acquired  what  was 

called  in  those  days  a  fortune.  Fie  en- 

gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  and  lum- 
bering. Lumbering  in  an  early  day, 

especially  in  Southern  Chautauqua,  at- 
tracted the  energies  of  many  of  the 

pioneers,  and  to  many  brought  com- 
fortable fortunes.  It  required  good 

judgment  to  select  the  best  tracts  of 
timber;  it  required  business  ability  of  a 
high  order  to  conduct  with  success  and 
economy  the  business  of  cutting  the 
logs  in  winter  time,  drawing  them  to  the 
streams,  where  they  were  floated  to  the 
mills,  sawing  the  lumber,  rafting  it,  and 

then  transporting  it  down  the  Cone- 

wango,  Allegheny  and  Ohio,  to  Pitts- 
burg, Cincinnati  or  Louisville,  and 

there  remain  for  weeks,  and  sometimes 

months,  until  it  was  finally  marketed. 
There  were  many  strong,  rugged, 

brainy  men  engaged  in  this  business 
during  those  years,  but  none  were  more 
successful  than  Mr.  Fenton.  He  had  a 

genius  for  business  ;  he  was  a  born  fi- 
nancier. He  entered  public  life  at  the 

age  of  thirty-three,  at  a  time  when  most 
business  men  have  scarcely  started  in 
the  race  for  wealth.  Those  who  knew 

him  best  believe  that,  had  he  continued 
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his  energies  along  the  lines  of  business, 
he  would  have  been  one  of  the  million- 

aires of  his  time.  A  better,  broader 

and  higher  career  of  usefulness  was 
awaiting  him  than  the  mere  acquisition 
of  wealth.  While  still  absorbed  in  busi- 

ness his  splendid  qualities  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  people,  and  at  the  age 

of  twenty-four  he  was  chosen  Super- 
visor of  his  town,  and  held  the  position 

for  eight  successive  years. 
At  that  time  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  was  four  to 

one  Whig,  and  yet  he  was  so  courteous 
and  affable,  manly  and  upright,  genial 
and  sensible,  that  by  common  consent 
he  was  three  times  elected  Chairman  of 

the  Board.  No  higher  compliment 

could  have  been  paid  him  as  an  honor- 
able and  upright  man.  In  1849  he  was 

the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party 

for  the  Assembly,  and  though  the  dis- 
trict was  strongly  Whig,  and  his  oppon- 

ent able  and  popular,  he  failed  of  elec- 

tion by  only  twenty-one  votes. 
In  1852  he  was  the  nominee  of  the 

Democratic  Party  for  Congress.  It  was 
Presidential  year.  The  Whig  candidate 
for  President  carried  the  district  by 

over  three  thousand  majority,  but  Mr. 
Fenton  was  elected  as  a  Democrat  by 

fifty-two  majority.  He  took  his  seat 
as  a  Representative  in  Congress  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  1853,  at  the 

age  of  thirty-four  years.  His  business 
career  was  ended ;  his  public  career  had 

begun. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  govern- 

ment the  years  from  1850  to  1865  in- 
clusive were  the  most  critical  in  our 

history.  The  Government  of  the  Unit- 

ed States  from  the  outset,  was  an  ex- 

periment among  nations.  From  time 
to  time  the  acquisition  of  new  territory, 

internal  improvements,  tariff,  finances, 

a  merchant  marine,  international  rela- 
tions, and  many  other  grave  questions 

taxed  the  skill  and  the  patriotism  of  our 

leading  statesmen. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution the  seeds  of  discontent,  dis- 
sension, bitterness  and  division  were 

already  sown,  and  the  question  of  hu- 
man slavery  at  intervals  along  our 

country's  history  to  the  surrender  of 
Lee  at  Appomatox,  disturbed  its  peace 
and  embittered  its  councils.  It  broke 

forth  with  alarming  fury  over  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  as  a  state,  and  re- 

sulted in  the  compromise  measure  of 
1820,  fixing  the  latitude  of  36  degrees, 
30  minutes  as  the  line  north  of  which 

slavery  should  not  extend. 
This  compromise  was  believed  at  the 

time  to  be  a  final  settlement,  but  again 

and  again,  as  the  territories  beyond  the 
Mississippi  knocked  for  admission,  the 
South,  fearful  that  the  equality  of  the 
sections  in  the  United  States  Senate 

which  had  existed  since  the  admission 

of  Louisiana  in  1817  would  be  destroyed 

and  the  institution  of  slavery  endan- 

gered, brought  it  forth  with  ever  in- 
creasing zeal,  vigor  and  bitterness.  It 

was  the  commanding  question  in  the 
Presidential  contest  of  1844  over  the 
admission  of  Texas,  and  the  vacillating 

position  of  Henry  Clay,  the  Whig  can- 
didate, resulted  in  his  defeat. 

It  again  arose  over  the  admission  oi 

California,  with  a  bitterness  thereto- 
fore unequaled,  and  resulted  in  a  second 

compromise,  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay  in 

January,  1850,  and  carried  through  un- 
der his  matchless  leadership,  intended 

to  conciliate  and  pacify  all  strife  and 
bitterness.  This  was  the  last  time  that 

the  three  great  Senators,  Clay,  Web- 
ster and  Calhoun,  were  to  occupy  the 

theater  of  national  statesmanship.  Mr. 
Calhoun  died  in  the  following  March, 

Clay  and  Webster  in  1852. 

Calhoun  was  by  far  the  ablest  cham- 

pion of  the  institution  of  human  slav- 
ery, Clay  and  Webster  of  the  interests 

and  sentiments  of  the  North.  They 

differed  in  their  powers  and  talents,  yet 

each  possessed  consummate  ability  and 
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almost  inexhaustible  resource.  Three 
abler  men  have  not  been  members  of 

Parliament  or  Senate  in  any  nation 

speaking  the  English  tongue. 
Notwithstanding  the  vows  of  loyalty 

of  the  slavery  leaders  in  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  1852  to  the  Compromise 
Measure  of  1850,  they  were  not  satisfied 
or  contented  with  the  aspect  of  affairs. 

It  was  Mr.  Clay's  successor  in  the  Sen- 
ate who  was  the  first  to  assail  it  and  re- 

open the  controversy,  which  was  not 
to  cease  until  the  continent  was 
drenched  in  blood. 

The  great  question  of  human  slavery 
met  Mr.  Fenton  at  the  very  outset  of 

his  Congressional  career.  Stephen  A. 

Douglas,  the  leader  of  the  Northern 
Democracy,  and  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  had  introduced  into  the  bill 
organizing  the  territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska,  a  section  repealing  that 
portion  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  of 
1820,  which  forever  prohibited  slavery 

in  the  new  territories  lying  north  of  lat- 
titude  36  degrees  and  30  minutes.  Mr. 

Fenton,  with  N.  P.  Banks,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Galusha  A.  Grow,  of  Pennsvl- 

vania,  and  a  number  of  other  young 
Democrats  in  the  House,  and  Colonel 

Thomas  H.  Benton,  and  quite  a  number 

of  their  seniors  steadily  and  earnestly 

opposed  this  proposition. 
On  the  21  st  of  February,  1854,  while 

the  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the 

Senate,  Mr.  Fenton  made  his  first 

speech  in  Congress,  aeainst  this  re- 
peal ;  and  it  was  not  only  his  maiden 

speech  but  it  was  the  first  speech  made 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  op- 

position to  the  repeal  by  any  represent- 
ative from  any  of  the  states  of  the 

Union.  He  placed  the  value  of  the 

Union  above  party  fealty  or  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  and  thereafter  could 

never  be  called  a  Democrat. 

He  was  the  Chairman  of  the  first  con- 

vention for  forming  the  Republican 

Party,  held  in  Syracuse  in  September, 

1855.  His  position  on  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska Bill  was  his  position  ever  after- 

wards upon  the  slavery  question.  He 
was  honest,  courageous,  consistent. 

February  24th,  1858,  when  this  question 
was  raging  with  unabated  violence  upon 
the  plains  of  Kansas,  he  again  addressed 
the  House.  Among  other  things  he 
said  : 

"I  am  for  peace,  not  war;  yet  I  would 
not  have  peace  purchased  at  the  ex- 

pense of  the  rights  of  men  and  the 
liberties  of  my  country.  If  you  resist 

this  appeal,  made  by  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas and  the  popular  heart  of  the  North, 

through  their  presses,  their  immense 
assemblages  and  their  representatives 
in  Congress,  and  its  thousand  other 

ways  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood, 
may  not  this  people,  with  whom  you 
have  broken  the  bond  of  common  hu- 

manity and  brotherhood,  and  again 

trampled  under  foot  the  honor  and  jus- 
tice they  had  a  right  to  expect  at  your 

hands,  demand  redress?  They  will  say, 

they  now  say,  that  that  'One  blood,'  of 
which  God  has  created  all  the  people 

that  dwell  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
demands  an  audience  at  the  court  of 

power,  where  they  may  not  plead  as 
heretofore,  but  declare,  in  the  name  of 

the  Congress  and  the  people,  that  no 
more  soil  shall  be  given  over  to  slavery ; 

that  the  Government  shall  be  adminis- 
tered so  as  to  secure  the  ends  of  libertv 

and  justice,  instead  of  despotism  and 
wrong.  Here  will  they  take  their  stand, 
and  while  aiming  with  steady  purpose 

to  effect  these  objects  with  peaceful 
means,  within  constitutional  limits,  vet, 

should  these  fail,  effect  them  they  will. 

They  propose  no  innovation  upon  the 
established  policy  of  the  Government : 

they  only  insist  upon  following  in  the 

path  illumined  by  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son, and  their  compeers,  in  the  earlier 

and  better  days  of  the  Republic  ;  thev 
claim  that  this  Government  shall  he 
marched  in  the  forefront  of  civilization 
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and  Christianity,  like  the  pillar  of  cloud 

by  day,  and  of  fire  by  night,  before  the 

Israelites,  leading  our  people  to  pros- 
perity, greatness  and  peace.  This  is 

the  law  of  American  duty ;  it  was  taught 

by  our  Pilgrim  Fathers,  enjoined  by  the 

heroes  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  im- 
mortal authors  of  our  independence 

and  constitutional  union ;  it  is  com- 
manded by  the  noblest  system  of  civil 

and  religious  freedom  that  man  has 

ever  founded,  by  the  voice  of  patriot- 

<sm  and  the  genius  of  liberty." 
The  winter  of  1860-61  was  the  most 

gloomy  in  our  annals.  No  sooner  was 
it  discovered  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  been 

elected  President  than  steps  were  taken 

by  the  South  to  destroy  the  Union. 

The  states  of  the  South,  one  after  an- 
other, held  secession  conventions,  and 

on  the  assembling  of  Congress,  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  those 

states  withdrew  from  its  deliberations — 

many  of  them  delivering  farewell  ad- 
dresses full  of  bitterness  and  treason. 

It  was  a  time  that  tried  men's  souls. 
In  the  hope  of  averting  war,  amend- 

ments to  the  Constitution  were  pro- 
posed by  northern  men,  that  would  give 

to  the  institution  of  slavery  greater 

rights  than  the  southern  leaders  had 
ever  expected  or  demanded,  but  they 

could  not  be  appeased — they  were  bent 
upon  the  destruction  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  proposed  an 

amendment,  "That  no  amendment  shall 
be  made  to  the  Constitution  which  will 

authorize  or  give  to  Congress  the  pow- 
er to  abolish  or  interfere  within  any 

state  with  the  domestic  institutions 

thereof,  including  that  of  persons  held 

to  slavery  and  service  by  the  laws  of 

said  state." 
This  amendment  was  adopted  by  a 

vote  of  133  to  65.  Many  men  supported 
it  who  were  afterwards  distinguished 
in  their  party,  among  whom  were  John 
Sherman,    Schuyler    Colfax,  Charles 

Francis  Adams  and  William  Windom. 

Thaddeus  Stevens  led  the  opposition 

and  he  was  sustained  by  Reuben  E 
Fenton,  the  two  Washburns,  Anson 

Burlingame,  Owen  Lovejoy,  Roscoe 
Conkling,  Gahisha  A.  Grow,  and  by 

others  who,  if  less  conspicuous,  were 
no  less  deserving. 

No  entreaties,  no  compromise,  no  ef- 
forts at  conciliation  could  induce  the 

South  peaceably  to  remain  in  the  Union. 
Again  it  was  demonstrated  that  there 
can  be  no  compromise  with  wrong ; 

that  nothing  is  finally  settled  until  it, 

is  settled  right.  The  sophistries  of 
Foote,  the  subtle  logic  of  Calhoun,  the 

magnetic  words  of  Clay  and  the  match- 
less eloquence  of  Webster  might  enlist 

and  excite  the  admiration  of  their  re- 

spective partisans,  but  they  were  power- 
less to  produce  a  lasting  or  a  satisfac- 
tory settlement.  The  South  was  bold, 

arrogant,  aggressive ;  the  North  was 

timid,  vacillating  and  weak.  The  Mis- 
souri Compromise,  the  Fugitive  Slave 

Law,  the  Dred  Scott  Decision  were 

wrung  from  a  reluctant  North  by  the 

insatiate  greed  of  the  most  hateful  in- 
stitution that  ever  disgraced  human  so- 

ciety. The  assassination  of  Elijah  P. 

Lovejoy  and  the  destruction  of  his 

printing  presses ;  the  indignant  elo- 
quence of  Wendell  Phillips  and  the  un- 

tiring activity  of  William  Lloyd  Garri- 
son ;  the  bold  and  defiant  attitude  of 

Ben  Wade  and  Joshua  R.  Giddings ; 

the  brutal  assault  upon  Charles  Sum- 
ner ;  William  H.  Seward  proclaiming 

the  higher  law ;  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
declaring  that  the  nation  could  not  long 
endure  half  slave  and  half  free ;  the  acts 
of  Christian  kindness  and  love  bestowed 

by  Northern  men  and  women  in  de- 

fiance of  law  and  Supreme  Court  de- 
cision, to  the  poor  black,  fleeing  from 

the  master's  lash  to  a  land  of  freedom — 
were  as  surely  the  forerunners  of  the 

mighty  storm  that  broke  with  terrible 
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violence,  when  old  Glory  was  torn  from 
the  ramparts  of  Sumter,  as  the  buds 

and  blades  of  springtime,  are  silent,  but 
sure  prophecies  of  coming  harvests  of 
fruit  and  golden  grain. 

The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise in  1854  sounded  the  death  knell  of 

the  Whig  Party.  Many  of  the  Whigs 
of  the  South  who  were  unwilling  to 

unite  with  the  Democrats,  were  re-or- 
ganized under  the  name  of  the  American 

Party.  It  was  founded  on  proscription 

of  foreigners,  and  with  special  hostility 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  It  had 

a  fitful  and  feverish  success,  but  in 

1854-5,  under  the  name  of  "Know 

Nothings,"  it  enrolled  thousands  under 
its  banner.  Its  creed  was  narrow,  il- 

liberal and  un-American ;  the  great 
body  of  thinking  men  in  the  North 

knew  that  the  real  contest  was  the  con- 

test against  human  slavery,  and  not 
against  creeds  or  naturalization  laws, 

In  1854  the  position  which  Mr.  Fen- 

ton  had  taken  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion precluded  the  possibility  of  his 

nomination  by  the  Democratic  Party. 

The  Know  Nothing  candidate  was 
elected  in  this  district.  Two  davs  be- 

fore the  election  the  candidates  of  the 

Whigs  and  Democrats  withdrew,  and 

Mr.  Fenton,  after  much  persuasion, 
consented  to  accept  the  nomination  on 

the  People's  ticket.  In  so  brief  a  time 
no  one  could  expect  that  the  contest 
would  be  successful.  The  means  of 

communication  to  the  different  parts 

of  the  district  were  very  limited.  He 
was  defeated,  but  ran  several  hundred 
ahead  of  his  ticket. 

In  a  speech  delivered  before  the  ex- 

piration of  his  first  term  in  Congress, 

in  the  spring  of  1855,  on  a  bill  regulat- 
ing immigration  to  this  country,  among 

other  things,  he  said  : 

"The  intelligent  judgment  of  a  great 
and  noble  people,  in  whose  veins 
courses  the  best  blood  of  races,  will 

settle  the  question  in  accordance  with 

the  rights  of  all  the  parties,  the  dictates 

of  an  enlightened  civilization,  the  best 
interests  of  the  country  and  the  spirit 

of  the  age.  I  have  regarded  the  mis- 
sion of  this  country  with  somewhat 

different  views  than  it  would  seem  are 

cherished  by  the  organization  of  which 

I  have  been  speaking.  We  have 
claimed  for  ourselves  the  purpose  of 

civilizing,  christianizing  and  elevating 
the  human  race.  These  men  are  our 

brethren,  for  our  common  Father 

'Hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of 
men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the 

earth.'  Let  us,  then,  so  far  as  practica- 
ble, elevate,  disenthrall  and  redeem 

those  who  are  cast  among  us  from  the 

vices  and  errors  of  their  years  in  a  for- 
eign land  under  governments  and  with 

people  less  just  and  less  favored  than 

ourselves,  and,  recognizing  their  com- 
mon brotherhood,  seek  to  give  them  a 

share  in  our  common  glorious  inheri- 

tance." 

Mr.  Fenton  was  re-elected  to  Con- 

gress in  1856-58-60-62,  serving  ten 
years  in  all.  Immediately  on  entering 

Congress,  Mr.  Fenton  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  soldiers  of  the  War  of 

1812,  and  shortly  after  introduced  a  bill 

providing  for  the  payment  of  the  pro- 
perty accounts  between  the  United 

States  and  the  State  of  New  York,  for 

military  stores  furnished  during  that 
war.  This  bill  he  continued  to  urge 

upon  the  attention  of  Congress,  until 

its  final  passage  the  30th  of  May,  i860. 
He  had  a  leading  place  on  important 

committees,  and  performed  the  duties 

appertaining  to  these  positions  with  a 
zeal  and  fidelity  and  in  a  manner  satis- 

factory to  all.  Pie  was  a  working,  not 

a  speaking  member.  He  only  talked 
when  it  seemed  to  be  necessary.  Dur- 

ing his  congressional  career,  besides 

his  speeches  upon  the  slavery  question 

he  spoke  in  advocacy  of  a  cheap  postal 
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system,  the  bill  to  extend  invalid  pen- 
sions, for  the  improvement  of  rivers 

and  harbors,  to  regulate  immigration  to 
this  country,  for  the  final  settlement  of 

the  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  vindication  of  the  principles 

and  policy  of  the  Republican  Party,  on 
the  deficiency  bill,  the  bill  to  facilitate 

the  payment  of  bounties,  and  for  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  losses  by 

the  Rebellion. 

He  served  in  Congress  nearly  to  the 
end  of  the  war  for  the  Union,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  firmest  and  most 

efficient  supporters.  Believing  the 
Union  to  be  right,  and  the  Rebellion 

wrong,  he  gave  his  best  energies  to  the 
national  cause,  voting  steadily  for 

taxes,  loans,  levies,  drafts,  and  strong- 
ly supporting  the  Emancipation  policy 

of  the  President.  He  enjoyed  to  the 

fullest  extent  the  confidence  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln.  There  were  men  of 

greater  pretensions  in  Congress,  but 
there  were  none  more  patriotic,  more 
devoted,  more  attentive  to  their  duties 

or  more  ready  to  make  sacrifices  for  the 

triumph  of  the  Union. 
We  would  not  detract  one  jot  or 

tittle  from  the  glorious  achievements 
of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  great 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  yet  the 

statesmen  of  the  war  period  are  entitled 

to  their  just  share  of  credit  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Union.  It  was  a  situa- 

tion without  parallel  or  precedent  in  our 

history.  The  raising,  equipping  and 
sustaining  of  an  army  of  more  than  a 
million  men  necessitated  expenditures 

of  such  appalling  magnitude  as  to  stag- 
ger the  nation. 

During  the  first  two  years  of  the  war 
our  armies  met  with  successive  defeats 

The  Capitol  itself  was  often  in  peril. 
The  national  finances  were  at  the  lowest 

ebb  in  our  history.  It  required  states- 

manship of  the  highest  order  to  main- 
tain the  financial  credit  of  the  nation, 

The  anxiety  and  strain  of  a  representa- 
tive in  Congress  during  this  period  can 

scarcely  be  imagined.  Mr.  Fenton  was 

constantly  at  his  post.  He  shirked  no 

responsibility,  neglected  no  duty.  The 
soldiers  were  the  objects  of  his  special 

interest  and  solicitude.  His  great  heart 

ever  beat  in  sympathy  with  human  suf- 
fering and  misfortune.  Many  a  wife 

searching  for  her  husband,  left  wounded 

on  the  field  of  battle;  many  a  father 

and  mother  looking  for  their  son,  re- 

ported missing,  found  in  him  a  sympa- 
thetic friend,  counselor  and  helper. 

Much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  the  hos- 
pitals, by  the  bedside  of  the  sick  or 

wounded  soldiers,  or  in  procuring  fur- 
loughs to  send  them  to  their  homes. 

To  many  he  extended  financial  assist- 
ance from  his  own  means,  neither  ask- 

ing nor  desiring  its  return.  Other  con- 
gressmen were  active  in  looking  after 

the  interests  of  the  soldiers,  but  it  was 

reserved  for  him  alone  to  be  pre-emi- 

nently recognized  as  the  "Soldier's 

friend." 

In  no  period  in  his  public  career  did 

he  display  greater  patriotism  and  abil- 
ity than  in  his  service  in  the  House  of 

Representatives.  In  1862  Mr.  Fenton 

was  favorably  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  office  of  Governor,  but  finding 
that  his  friend,  General  Wadsworth 

was  a  candidate,  Mr.  Fenton  promptly 

withdrew  from  the  canvass,  and  gave 

to  the  patriot  soldier  his  warmest  sup- 

port. 
The  campaign  of  1864  was  the  most 

important  in  our  history.  The  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention  had  de- 

clared the  war  a  failure,  nominated  Mc- 

Clellan  for  President,  and  Horatio  Sey- 
mour, who  had  been  Chairman  of  its 

National  Convention,  one  of  the  clean- 
est, most  popular  and  able  Democrats 

in  the  country,  received  a  re-nomina- 
tion for  Governor  of  New  York.  The 

safety  of  the  nation  was  at  stake ;  the 
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administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  must  re- 
ceive a  vote  of  confidence,  and,  above 

any  other  state,  it  was  important  that 
the  Empire  State  should  be  in  line.  At 
such  a  crisis  as  this  Reuben  E.  Fenton 

was  nominated  for  Governor  of  New 

York.  His  wise  leadership  and  un- 
equaled  abilities  as  an  organizer  were 
immediately  felt  all  over  the  state.  Mr. 

Lincoln  carried  the  state  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, Mr.  Fenton  leading  the  vote  for 

President  by  nearly  three  thousand. 

Mr.  Blaine  in  his  "Twenty  Years  of 

Congress,"  speaking  of  this  campaign 
says : 

"The  chief  interest  of  the  whole  coun- 
try for  the  last  month  of  the  campaign 

centered  in  New  York.  As  nearly  as 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  willing  to  regard  the 
campaign  as  personal  to  himself,  he 
had  so  regarded  the  contest  between 

Mr.  Seymour  and  Mr.  Fenton.  New 
York  rendered  her  verdict  in  the  elec- 

tion of  Reuben  E.  Fenton  to  the  Gov- 

ernorship by  a  majority  of  thousands 

over  Mr.  Seymour.  Without  that  re- 

sult Mr.  Lincoln's  victory  would  have 
been  incomplete, — for  its  accomplish- 

ment was  awarded  to  the  Republican 

candidate  great  credit  for  the  admira- 
ble thoroughness  of  his  canvass,  and  for 

the  judicious  direction  of  public  thought 

to  the  necessity  of  vindicating  the  Pres- 

ident against  the  aspersions  of  Mr.  Sey- 

mour." In  1868  Air.  Fenton  was  unanimously 

renominated  and  elected  by  an  in- 

creased majority  over  John  T.  Hoff- 
man. The  administration  of  Governor 

Fenton  commenced  at  the  culminating 
period  of  the  Civil  War.  The  national 

administration  at  last  had  a  powerful 

earnest,  enthusiastic  supporter  as  chief 

executive  of  the  Empire  State.  Within 

four  days  after  his  inauguration  he 
raised  the  last  quota  of  recruits  called 
for  from  New  York. 

A  friend  of  the  soldiers  at  the  na- 

tional capitol,  he  did  not  desert  them 
now.  He  continued  an  active  interest 
in  their  welfare  to  the  close  of  the  war 

and  ever  afterwards.  Until  his  election 

as  Governor,  he  had  not  been  intimate- 
ly connected  with  state  affairs,  yet  his 

practical  training,  his  wide  experience, 
his  luminous  intellect  and  well  disci- 

plined judgment  saved  him  the  failure 
that  a  man  of  less  power  and  ability 

might  have  encountered.  He  had  in- 
dustry, method,  decision  and  the  power 

of  discriminating,  originating  and  exe- 

cuting. He  proved  patient  amid  per- 
plexities, clear  in  his  perception,  safe 

in  his  judgment,  mastering  toilsome  de- 
tails and  successfully  meeting  difficult 

emergencies.  Always  courteous,  affa- 
ble, polite,  amiable  and  conciliatory 

but  never  yielding  an  essential  point  or 

principle;  jealously  guarding  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  and  looking  after  the 

expenditures  of  the  state  money  with 

rigid  economy,  he  was  soon  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  popular,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  ablest  Governors  in  the  his- 

tory of  the  state. 

I  have  read  carefully  the  state  papers 

of  Governor  Fenton,  and  they  are  char- 
acterised by  clearness  and  conciseness 

of  expression,  and  an  intelligent  and 

broad  comprehension.  His  career  as 

Governor  was  evidenced  by  the  same 

incorruptible  integrity  as  his  career  in 
national  fields.  He  could  not  be  in- 

fluenced to  violate  a  principle,  nor 

tempted  nor  bribed  to  betray  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people. 

One  of  the  mcVst  exciting  contests 

during  his  service  as  Governor  was  the 
effort  of  the  New  York  Central  Rail- 

road to  obtain  a  law  making  the  fare 

two  and  one-half  cents  per  mile,  instead 

of  two  cents.  He  had  declined  to  ap- 
prove two  bills  to  that  effect,  but  not 

content,  the  friends  of  the  road  made 

another  attempt.  They  captured  near- 
ly every  man  in  the  state  supposed  to 
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have  any  influence  with  the  Governor, 
enlisted  most  of  his  staff,  and  secured 

the  active  support  of  the  press  of  the 
state,  and  finally,  the  active  interest  of 

Mr.  Greeley.  Mr.  Beeman  Brockway 
of  Watertown,  an  opponent  of  the  bill, 
in  an  article  published  in  1887,  relates 
an  interview  with  the  Governor  in  re- 

gard to  the  bill.  In  this  interview 

among  other  things,  the  Governor 
said : 

"Brockway,  this  is  the  old  contest 
between  those  who  have  large  wealth 
and  those  who  have  little,  in  a  word 

between  the  money  power  and  the  peo- 
ple. Thus  far  in  my  public  life  I  have 

stood  by  the  people,  and  they  have 

stood  by  me.  So  help  me  Heaven,  I 
will  not  desert  them  now.  I  am  going 

to  veto  the  Central  Fare  Bill."  And  he 
did,  sending  to  the  Legislature  a  veto 
message  which  will  ever  remain  as  a 

monument  to  his  integrity  in  the  ar- 
chives of  our  state. 

On  his  election  as  Governor,  he  un- 
questionably became  the  state  leader 

of  his  party.  After  thirty  years  the 
scepter  had  fallen  from  the  veteran 

hands  of  Thurlow  Weed,  and  was  firm- 
ly grasped  by  one  of  the  most  adroit, 

astute  and  successful  leaders  our  state 

has  ever  produced.  He  had  at  his  back 

the  young,  progressive,  aggressive  Re- 
publicanism of  the  state.  He  was  suc- 

cessful in  harmonizing  differences,  unit- 
ing conflicting  elements  and  preventing 

defections,  as  is  shown  by  the  uniform 

success  of  the  party  at  the  polls  during 
his  two  terms  as  Governor. 

At  the  State  Convention  held  at  Syra- 
cuse in  February,  1868,  the  delegates 

to  the  National  Convention  were  unan- 
imously instructed  to  support  him  for 

the  office  of  Vice  President.  The  sixty 
votes  from  New  York  at  the  National 

Convention  were  supplemented  by  over 
one  hundred  from  other  states.  He 

stood  second  upon  the  first  ballot,  and 

second  on  the  fifth  ballot  when  Schuy- 
ler Colfax  was  nominated.  The  dele- 

gates from  New  York,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Lyman  Tremain  and  General 

Daniel  E.  Sickles,  voted  solidly  for  him 
to  the  end. 

In  the  fall  of  1868  Mr.  Fenton  was 

warmly  urged  by  his  many  friends  to 
become  a  candidate  for  United  States 

Senator  in  the  place  of  Senator  Mor- 

gan, whose  term  would  expire  the  fol- 
lowing March.  He  was  reluctant  to 

enter  upon  the  canvass,  and  did  not 
consent  until  December,  the  election 

occurring  during  the  early  part  of  Jan- uary. 

It  was  a  remarkable  contest — Senator 

Morgan  on  the  one  side,  with  the  pres- 
tige of  an  honorable  career  and  thei 

advantage  of  the  position — wealthy 
himself  and  surrounded  by  wealthy 

friends,  interested  in  his  success — and 
Govenor  Fenton  on  the  other  side — 

with  an  upright  and  sagacious  state  ad- 
ministration in  the  immediate  back- 

ground, and  a  record  of  honorable  ser- 
vice in  the  National  Congress.  Mr. 

Fenton  possessed  a  warm  and  sympa- 
thetic nature,  which  brought  him  in 

close  relation  with  the  representative 

men  of  his  party  and  with  the  masses. 
He  had  less  money  than  his  opponent, 

but  more  popularity  with  the  people 
and  better  organizing  ability,  and  was 
successful.  He  entered  the  Senate  of 

the  United  States  December  1st,  1869. 
Mr.  Fenton  was  an  honorable  and 

faithful  Senator.  Immediately  on  en- 
tering the  Senate,  in  recognition  of  his 

great  practical  ability  and  thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  the  principles  of  finance 

and  the  financial  history  of  the  country, 

he  was  paid  the  unusual  compliment  of 

being  placed  upon  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

The  financial  problem,  including 

debt,  taxation,  banking  and  currency, 

was  one  of  the  great  subjects  of  the 
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period,  and  his  speeches  of  January 
25th,  1870,  February  24th,  1870,  and 

December  17th,  1873,  exhibited  won- 
derful research,  accuracy  and  sound 

judgment.  These  speeches  were  re- 
garded by  many  as  the  clearest  and 

ablest  delivered  at  the  time  by  any  of 

our  public  men. 

He  engaged  in  other  important  dis- 
cussions, and  especially  on  the  subject 

of  our  custom  revenues  and  the  neces- 
sity of  reforms  in  the  revenue  service. 

His  several  speeches  of  March  13th 

1 87 1,  January  8th,  1872,  and  May  4th 
1874,  disclosed  marked  familiarity  and 
mastery  of  the  subject.  It  was  these 
addresses  and  the  bill  introduced  by 

him  to  correct  the  abuses  in  the  ser- 
vice, which  laid  the  foundation  for  the 

legislation  abolishing  moieties  and  re- 
organizing the  custom  service  in  1875. 

Whatever  he  undertook  in  the  Senate 

he  pressed  with  the  same  industry  and 
earnestness  that  marked  his  course  in 

the  various  affairs  of  public  and  private 
life. 

In  1878  President  Hayes  appointed 
Mr.  Fenton,  William  S.  Groesbeck,  of 

Ohio,  and  Francis  A.  Walker,  of  Mass- 
achusetts, Commissioners  of  the  United 

States  to  the  International  Monetary 
Conference  in  Paris,  to  fix  the  ratio  of 

value  between  gold  and  silver,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  common  use  of  both  metals. 

In  recognition  of  his  pre-eminent 
abilities,  Mr.  Fenton  was  made  Chair- 

man of  the  Commission.  It  was  a  sub- 

ject with  which  he  could  deal  intelli- 

gently, and  although  the  Conference 

resulted  in  no  international  agreement 

and  co-operation  upon  the  part  of  the 
several  countries  represented,  it  was 
through  no  fault  of  Mr.  Fenton  or  his 

colleagues  from  this  country. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Europe  in 
1879  he  was  called  to  the  duties  of  Pres- 

ident of  the  First  National  Bank,  of 

Jamestown,  and  he  continued  in  the 

discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  position 
until  his  death. 

No  review  of  the  life  of  Governor 

Fenton  would  be  complete  that  omitted 

to  mention  his  separation  from  his 

partv  in  1872  and  his  support  of  Mr. 

Greeley.  Horace  Greeley,  since  the 

birth  of  the  party,  had  been  its  most 

unique,  as  he  was  one  of  its  most  in- 
fluential and  powerful  members.  He 

was  the  greatest  editor  of  his  time.  For 

a  quarter  of  a  century  his  wonderful 

brain  and  masterful  character  had  fur- 

nished the  political  thought  and  in- 

spiration for  millions  of  his  country- 
men. He  had  been  the  most  potent 

individual  factor  in  the  nomination  of 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

From  his  experience  in  the  past,  he 

had  strong  prejudices  against  military 
Presidents,  and  the  administration  of 

President  Grant  did  not  allay  his  appre- 
hension or  remove  his  prejudices. 

Freely  conceding  to  President  Grant 
rank  as  the  greatest  General  of  the  age, 

he  was  not  in  accord  with  his  adminis- 
tration, in  its  personnel  or  its  policies. 

Mr.  Greelev  and  Mr.  Fenton  had 

long  been  close  and  confidential  per- 
sonal and  political  friends.  At  the 

time  of  his  election  to  the  Senate  Gov- 

ernor Fenton  was  not  only  the  best 

beloved  and  most  popular  member  of 

his  party  in  the  state,  but  its  undisputed 
leader.  Immediately  on  entering  the 
Senate,  he  encountered  the  plans  and 

plottings  of  a  few  hostile  politicians  of 

his  party,  who,  unable  to  prejudice  him 
at  home,  thought  it  possible  to  do  so 
with  the  administration  at  Washington. 

They  poured  into  the  ears  of  President 
Grant  the  false  rumor  that  Senator 

Fenton  was  planning  to  be  a  rival  can 
didate  for  the  nomination  in  1872,  and 

finally  they  secured  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  Senator  Conkling.  Into  his 

hands  the  President  placed  the  entire 

power  and  control  of  the  federal  patron- 
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age  of  New  York,  utterly  ignoring  the 
rights  and  claims  of  his  senatorial  as- 

sociate. Mr.  Conkling  used  this  greal 
power  with  skill  and  boldness  to 

strengthen  himself  and  to  undermine, 
humiliate  and  crush  his  rival.  Immed- 

iately a  fierce  factional  contest  broke 

forth  all  over  the  state.  It  appeared  in 
the  State  Convention  in  1870,  and  was 

renewed  with  increased  vigor  and  bit- 
terness in  the  Convention  of  1871, 

which,  after  a  long  struggle,  Mr.  Conk- 
ling  controlled,  backed  as  he  was  by  all 

the  Federal  office-holders  and  the  po- 
tential influence  of  the  national  admin- 

istration. This  result  increased  the 

hostility  of  the  followers  of  Greeley  and 

Fenton  to  Conkling  and  the  Grant  ad- 
ministration. A  somewhat  similar  con- 

test in  the  state  of  Missouri  had  result- 
ed in  the  coalition  between  the  Demo- 

crats and  Liberal  Republicans,  under 
the  leadership  of  B.  Gratz  Brown  and 
Carl  Schurz,  and  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Brown  as  Governor  of  the  state. 

Republicans  of  eminence  and  stand- 
ing in  other  states  who  had  contributed 

much  to  the  glorious  achievements  of 

the  party,  like  Charles  Sumner,  Charles 

Francis  Adams,  Lyman  Trumbull,  An- 
drew G.  Curtin,  Stanley  Matthews, 

David  Davis  and  many  others  were 
likewise  dissatisfied  with  Grant  and  his 

administration ;  and  they  were  backed 

by  powerful  journals  like  the  New  York 
Tribune,  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  the 
Cincinnati  Commercial.  They  met  in 

National  Convention  as  Liberal  Repub- 
licans in  May,  1872,  and  nominated  Mr. 

Greeley  for  President.  The  Demo- 
cratic Party  endorsed  his  candidacy  and 

his  platform.  Mr.  Greeley's  caustic  pen 
had  left  too  many  scars ;  the  Democrat- 

ic Party  could  not  be  united  in  his  sup- 
port. His  chances  of  success  in  the 

early  stages  of  his  campaign  seemed 
bright,  but  as  the  weeks  passed  by  the 
election   of   General    Grant   could  be 

plainly  foreseen — notwithstanding  any 
mistakes  of  his  civil  administration,  the 

people  could  not  forget  or  be  ungrate- 
ful for  the  great  service  he  rendered 

when  the  fate  of  the  nation  hung  in  the 
balance.  The  death  of  his  wife,  the 

strain  and  labor  of  the  campaign,  the 

disappointment  over  the  outcome,  re- 

sulted in  Mr.  Greeley's  death  soon  after 
the  election.  Some  of  his  followers  had 

left  the  party  never  to  return,  but  the 

great  majority,  including  Governor 
Fenton,  promptly  renewed  their  party 
affiliations. 

He  earnestly  and  actively  supported 

Hayes  in  1876,  and  afterwards  Blaine 
and  Garfield.  Mr.  Fenton,  at  the  time 

and  ever  afterwards,  put  his  action  on 

the  grounds  of  opposition  to  Grantism 

and  the  predominating  influences  of  his 
administration,  rather  than  a  desire  or 

purpose  of  separating  from  the  party 
itself. 

His  great  rival,  Senator  Conkling, 

who  had  been  so  remorseless  in  his  dis- 

position of  the  patronage  under  Grant, 
and  so  indifferent  to  the  senatorial 

rights  and  prerogatives  of  his  associate, 

resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  in  1881, 

soon  after  the  inauguration  of  Presi- 
dent Garfield,  because  he  could  not  con- 

trol the  patronage  of  his  state,  and  af- 
terwards if  he  did  not  oppose  Mr. 

Blaine  at  the  polls,  he  uttered  no  word 
in  his  favor,  and  never  again  took  an 
active  interest  for  Republican  success. 

The  Liberal  Republican  movement 

did  not  result  in  the  party's  defeat.  The 
action  of  Mr.  Conkling  was  a  contribut- 

ing, if  not  the  controlling"  cause  in  the 
defeat  of  Mr.  Blaine,  one  of  the  ablest, 
as  he  was  the  most  brilliant  statesman 

of  his  time. 

Conkling  and  Fenton  were  of  differ- 
ent natures,  temperaments  and  talents, 

but  each  was  a  man  of  masterful  ability. 

Forgetting  their  political  differences, 
we  hold  them,  as  posterity  will  hold 
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them,  in  grateful  regard  for  the  emi- 
nent and  patriotic  service  they  rendered 

their  country  in  the  most  important 

period  of  its  history. 

After  retiring  from  the  Senate  Gov- 
ernor Fenton  took  an  active  interest  in 

the  success  of  the  party,  and  his  ad- 
vice was  often  sought  and  freely  given 

to  those  high  in  official  station,  as  to 

party  management  and  policies  and 

public  measures ; — but  he  was  never 
again  a  candidate  for  office.  With  the 
exception  of  his  mission  to  Paris,  and 

an  occasional  trip  to  the  South  or  Cali- 
fornia for  his  health,  he  spent  his  time 

at  home,  attending  to  his  private  busi- 
ness, his  duties  as  President  of  the  First 

National  Bank,  and  in  his  leisure  hours 

his  extensive  and  well-selected  library, 
to  a  man  of  his  poetic  temperament  and 
literary  tastes,  furnished  enjoyment 
that  had  often  been  denied  him  in  the 

busy  and  trying  years  of  official  life. 
He  lived  in  his  native  town  of  Carroll 

from  his  birth  until  1863,  when  he  re- 

moved to  Jamestown,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death.  He 

took  a  deep  interest  in  the  city's  wel- 
fare, and  contributed  freely  from  his 

purse  and  by  his  influence  to  promote 
its  growth  and  advancement.  On  the 

25th  day  of  August,  1885,  while  sitting 

at  his  ofhce  desk,  without  a  warning- 
note,  death  came. 

Plis  loss  was  regarded  in  the  light 

of  a  personal  bereavement  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Chautauqua  County,  and  their 

grief  was  shared  by  thousands  all  over 
the  Union.  The  entire  communitv 

wrapped  itself  in  mourning,  all  business 
was  suspended,  and  almost  the  entire 

population  participated  in  the  notable 
and  impressive  obsequies.  The  Fenton 
Guards,  so  named  for  him,  acted  as 
guard  of  honor.  His  remains  were  ten- 

derly conveyed  to  their  last  resting- 
place  in  beautiful  Lake  V  iew  Cemetery 
followed  by  the  family,  relatives,  local 

dignitaries,  his  business  associates,  the 
Governor  of  the  State  and  staff,  and 

by  many  eminent  men  with  whom  he 
had  been  associated  in  public  life. 

In  person  Governor  Fenton  was  of 
commanding  apearance,  being  six  feet 

tall,  well-proportioned,  of  powerful 

physique,  with  features  singularly  strik- 
ing and  pleasing.  He  was  a  born  gen- 

tleman ;  it  was  inbred  and  ingrained  in 

his  very  nature.  As  a  boy  at  school,  a 

merchant,  lumberman,  and  in  public 

life,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, he  was  polite,  courteous 

thoughtful  and  considerate.  He  had  a 
polish  and  elegance,  yet  a  simplicity 
and  ease  of  manners  that  has  not  been 

equaled  or  approached  by  any  man  f 

have  ever  known  or  seen,  either  in  pub- 
lic or  private  life,  ft  was  a  pleasure 

to  see  him  on  the  streets,  and  note  his 

kindly  greetings  to  voting  and  old,  to 
rich  and  poor  alike. 

He  was  especially  held  in  warm  re- 
gard by  the  plain  people  and  the  poor 

to  whom  he  was  always  courteous 

sympathizing  and  kind.  No  one  could 
be  long  in  his  presence  without  being 
attracted  by  his  manners  and  charmed 

by  his  personality.  To  the  last  his  pop- 
ularity never  waned,  his  list  of  friends 

was  ever  lengthening.  He  was  scrup- 
ulously neat  in  his  dress,  and  personal 

appearance,  he  possessed  pride  without 

vanity,  self-respect  without  egotism. 
With  a  warm,  kindly,  generous  nature, 

an  obliging-  disposition  and  a  good  word 
for  everyone,  he  tried  to  help  those 
around  him,  to  scatter  flowers  in  the 

pathway  of  his  fellowmen,  and  make 
the  world  the  better  for  his  having  lived. 

Notwithstanding  his  gentleness  and 

unfailing  courtesy,  he  was  a  man  of  de- 
cided convictions,  and  fearless  in  their 

expression.  With  confidence  in  his 

own  abilities,  he  patiently  listened  to  all 
who  desired  to  consult  him,  and  then 

acted  not  on  impulse,  but  on  reason 



14 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

and  judgment,  and  until  he  acted  no  one 
knew  his  plans  or  his  views.  When  the 

storm  raged  fiercest  he  was  always 

calm  and  self-possessed.  He  was  a 
careful  and  methodical  business  man 

and  had  large  talents  for  accumulation. 

His  benefactions  were  man)',  and  were 

bestowed  judiciously  and  without  os- 
tentation. At  the  close  of  the  war  he 

contributed  liberally  to  the  education 
of  the  freedmen  in  the  South.  He  was 

for  years  a  member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Society,  and  did  much  to  uphold  and 

rendered  timely  and  generous  financial 
assistance. 

By  studying  the  lives  of  the  illus- 
trious dead  we  mark  the  progress  of 

the  human  race.  They  are  an  inspira- 
tion to  lofty  thought  and  noble  action. 

When  the  history  of  our  state  is  impar- 
tially written  Reuben  E.  Fenton  will 

rank  as  one  of  the  most  astute  and  able 

politicians  it  has  ever  produced,  a  poli- 
tician in  the  highest,  best  and  broadest 

sense.  As  a  political  organizer  Depew 
places  him  next  to  Martin  Van  Buren  ; 

RESIDENCE  OF  THE  LATE  GOV.  K.  K.  1"E 

support  the  church ;  but  he  was  too 

broad  and  catholic  in  his  spirit  and  na- 
ture to  confine  his  benefactions  to  one 

sect  or  creed,  and  he  contributed  gen- 
erously to  the  establishment  of  Syracuse 

University,  of  which  he  was  a  regent, 
as  he  was  also  a  director  of  Meadyille 

College  and  Chamberlain  Institute. 
He  was  always  kind,  courteous  and 

generous  to  young  men,  paying  the  en- 
tire expense  of  one  orphan  boy  in  the 

common  school,  at  the  academy  and 
college,  and  afterwards  during  his  law 
studies,  until  he  was  admitted  to  the 

bar,  and  to  several  other  young  men  he 

NTON,  WALNUT  OKOVE.  JAMESTOWN,  N.  Y. 

and  Blaine  says,  "In  political  manage- 
ment Van  Buren  was  clever  beyond  any 

man  who  has  thus  far  appeared  in 

American  politics."  Governor  Fenton 
was  more  than  that ;  he  was  a  wise, 

safe,  far-seeing,  incorruptible  and  pat- 
riotic statesman. 

He  entered  public  life  when  the  coun- 
try needed  men  of  principle,  integrity 

and  courage.  For  ten  years  as  a  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  he  was  never 

known  to  be  absent  from  his  seat,  al- 

ways careful  to  record  his  vote,  and  al- 
ways for  the  right.  He  was  one  of  the 

sixty-five  brave  and  heroic  men  who 
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voted  no,  to  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Corvvin,  which  amendment 

was  an  abandonment  of  every  principle 

for  which  the  people  of  the  North  had 

so  valiantly  contended.  This  vote  will 
live  in  the  history  of  the  country  to  his 

everlasting  honor, — it  is  a  wreath  of 
glory  on  his  tomb. 

He  assumed  the  reins  as  state  execu- 
tive in  the  closing  months  of  the  great 

Rebellion,  at  a  time  of  gigantic  expendi- 
tures and  reckless  extravagance.  He 

trod  on  great  schemes  and  powerful 
lobbies  and  defended  the  public  interest 

against  the  rapacity  of  organized  theft. 
He  was  a  United  States  Senator  during 

the  period  of  reconstruction,  the  fund- 
ing of  the  national  debt,  and  the  main- 

tenance of  the  financial  faith  of  the  na- 

tion, and  took  high  rank  in  that  illus- 
trious body.  For  twenty  years  he 

walked  the  perilous  heights  of  public 
duty,  and  all  the  shafts  of  envy,  malice 
and  calumny  fell  harmless  at  his  feet, 

— his  name  remained  untarnished, — his 
honor  unsullied. 

We  stand  at  the  threshhold  of  a  new 

century  in  our  county's  history,  we  are 
in  the  opening  years  of  a  new  century 
of  Christian  civilization.  No  one  would 

be  bold  enough  to  attempt  to  prophesy, 

— in  the  wildest  flights  of  our  imagina- 

tion we  cannot  conceive, — what  wonder- 
ful improvements  and  inventions  will  be 

brought  forth  by  the  enterprise,  pluck 

and  genius  of  American  citizenship, — 

what  progress  will  be  made  in  litera- 
ture, science  and  art.  We  earnestly 

trust  that  in  all,  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  Chautauqua  will  share  in  the 

glorious  achievements.  We  sincerely 

hope,  we  confidently  believe  that  some 

of  Chautauqua's  sons  now  living,  acting 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  affairs  of 
state  and  nation,  will  rise  still  higher 

on  the  ladder  of  fame.  A  century  hence 

they  too  may  be  the  theme  of  eulogy 

and  praise.  But  true  it  is,  that  when- 

ever the  people  of  our  county  meet  to- 

gether to  recall  the  lives  of  her  illus- 
trious sons,  the  name  of  Reuben  E. 

Fenton  will  be  mentioned  with  admira- 

tion, gratitude  and  praise.  They  will 
recall  and  recount  how,  starting  in  life 

in  the  pioneer  days  of  our  county,  with- 
out the  adventitious  aid  of  influential 

friends  or  fortune,  through  earnest  ef- 
fort, intense  and  truthful  application 

and  a  pure  and  upright  character,  he 

rose  step  by  step,  to  worldly  compe- 
tence and  to  fame. 

ELIZABETH  SCUDDER  FENTON  WIFE  OF 

GOV.  REUBEN  E.  FENTON. 

Elizabeth  Scudder  was  the  youngest 
daughter  in  a  family  of  ten  children 
born  to  Joel  Scudder  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  his  wife  Hannah  Cronk,  belonging, 
to  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families  along 
the  Hudson.  She  was  born  May  4th. 
1824,  in  Victor,  Ontario  County,  New 
York  State,  and  came  when  yet  a  small 
child,  with  her  father  to  Randolph, 
where  he  died  many  years  later.  Mr. 
Scudder,  whose  ancestors  fought  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Cattaraugus  County.  While 
residing  in  Carroll,  Elizabeth  Scudder 
married  Reuben  Eaton  Fenton  June  12, 

1844,  and  went  to  live  on  the  Fenton 
homestead,  between  Frewsburg  and 
Fentonville.  While  residing  here  and  in 
Frewsburg  her  two  daughters,  Jose- 

phine (Mrs.  Frank  Edward  Gifford),  and 
Jeannette  (Mrs.  Albert  Gilbert),  were 
born.  In  1803  Mr.  Fenton  removed 
with  his  family  to  Jamestown  and  built 
their  beautiful  residence,  Walnut  Grove. 
Here  was  born  their  only  son,  Reuben 
Earle  Fenton,  whose  sad  death  at  Na- 

ples, Italv,  was  the  crow  ning  sorrow  of 

her  life.  ' 

Mrs.  Fenton  belonged  to  a  type  of 
womanhood  which  is  fast  passing  away, 
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a  type  fostered  in  its  early  years  by  the 
self-reliance  necessary  in  a  comparative- 

ly new  country  and  which  gained  added 
strength  by  the  strenuous  experiences 
of  the  Civil  War.  These  experiences, 
joined  to  a  nature  of  strong  convictions, 
of  an  artistic  sense,  and  great  kindliness 

ELIZABETH  SCUTD DEB  FENTON. 

of  heart,  produced  a  character  of  rare, 
noble  and  lovable  qualities.  Attractive 
in  person  and  gifted  in  mind,  she  won 
the  admiration  of  a  large  circle.  Her 

husband's  position  as  Congressman,  as Governor  of  New  York  State,  and  as 

United  States  Senator  brought  her  in 
contact  with  the  most  cultured  minds 
of  the  country,  and  as  the  wife  of  a 
public  man  she  fulfilled  these  duties  with 
dignity  and  grace.  Her  rare  insight  and 
great  common  sense  made  her  also,  in 
an  unobtrusive  manner,  a  factor  in  his 
political  life.  During  the  exigencies  of 
the  Civil  War  she  was  quick  to  per- 

ceive the  need  of  extending  aid  to  the 
soldiers  and  was  untiring  in  this  work. 

Possessing  uncommon  executive  abil- 
ity she  was  made  chairman  of  the  local 

Soldiers'  Aid  Society  and  through  her 
husband's  public  position,  was  a  mem- 

ber also  of  the  National  Society.  She 
visited  with  him  the  camps  around 
Washington,  carrying  comfort  and  cheer 
to  many  an  ill  or  homesick  soldier  who 
blessed  her  for  her  gentle  ministrations. 

Mrs.  Fenton  had  large  views  of  life 
and  was  interested  in  many  fields  of 

philanthropic  labor.  The  cause  of  tem- 
perance found  in  her  an  enthusiastic 

worker.  Of  every  question  that  per- 
tained to  the  advancement  of  woman 

she  was  an  earnest  advocate — herself  a 
woman  of  warm  sympathies,  of  great 
ability  and  an  excellent  judge  of  human 
nature.  She  has  left  a  deep  imprint 
upon  the  generation  in  which  she  lived. 

Mrs.  Fenton  died  at  Walnut  Grove, 

Jamestown,  at  the  age'of  seventy-seven, on  the  second  of  May,  1901. 

REUBEN  EARLE  FENTON. 

Reuben  Earl  was  born  in  Jamestown 

June  12,  1865,  during  his  father's  first term  as  Governor  of  the  State.  He  left 
his  home  in  Jamestown  early  in  the 

winter  of  1894-1895,  with  his  wife  and 
niece,  for  a  trip  to  Egypt  and  the  Ploly 
Land.  On  his  way  home  he  died,  at 
Naples,  Italy,  of  typhoid  fever,  March 
25,  i895- 

His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  Jamestown  schools.  Later  he  at- 

tended St.  John's  Military  Academy, 
and  completed  his  studies  in  Brown 
University. 

He  was  married  in  October,  1890,  to 
Miss  Lillian  Hayden,  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  Flayden,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

His  business  talents  were  of  a  high 

order.    Upon  the  formation  of  the  Fen- 

ton Metallic  Manufacturing  Company, 

(now  the  Art  Metal  Construction  Com- 
pany), of  which  he  was  a  promoter,  he 

became  its  President,  a  position  he  held 
until  his  death.  He  was  also  interested 
in  numerous  other  business  enterprises. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 
Club,  and  of  the  Order  of  Elks  ;  and  at 
one  time  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Fen- 

ton Guards — declining  the  Captaincy 
when  offered  to  him,  and  finally  resign- 

ing- on  account  of  enforced  absence 
from  home. 

The  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by 
citizens  generally  was  evinced  in  the  res 
olutions  of  his  business  associates ;  of 
the  Board  of  Trade ;  of  the  Common 

Council  of  the  city;  and  of  the  numer- 
ous social  organizations  with  which  he 
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was  identified.  On  the  day  of  his  fu- 
neral the  principal  business  houses  of 

Jamestown  were  closed,  and  a  large 

concourse  of  people,  including  numer- 

REUBEN EiRLE  FENTON. 

ous  organizations  of  which  he  was  a 

member,  and  the  employes  of  the  Fen- 
ton  Metallic  Manufacturing  Company, 
attended  the  services  which  were  held 
at    the    Fenton    mansion    in  Walnut 

Grove — the  Fenton  Guards  acting  as  a 
military  escort  to  the  cortege. 

Mr.  Fenton  was  a  young  man  who 

had  every  reason  to  be  hopeful  of  a 
career  of  eminent  success.  He  was 

commanding  and  dignified  in  his  pres- 
ence, with  a  strong  mind,  enriched  by 

training  and  extensive  travel,  and  cour- 
teous and  amiable  to  all.  He  was  looked 

upon  by  his  fellow  citizens  as  a  man 
of  political  availability,  and  died  at  the 

very  threshhold  of  what  promised  to  be 
an  honorable  and  useful  career.  Dur- 

ing the  Campaign  of  1894  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Republican  Executive  Com- 

mittee of  Jamestown,  and  in  this  posi- 
tion he  displayed  rare  political  sagacity 

and  great  executive  ability,  and  his  con- 
duct of  the  campaign  was  recognized  by 

political  friends  and  opponents  as  un- 
surpassed in  the  history  of  the  party  in 

the  city.  His  friends  were  looking  con- 
fidently to  his  election  to  the  Assembly 

at  the  next  election.  He  possessed 

many  of  the  traits  of  his  illustrious 
father,  and  strongly  resembled  him  in 

personal  appearance. 

ALL  HONOR  TO  OUR  PIONEERS. 

By  Ruth  B.  Seaver 

A  hundred  years,  own  own  Chautauqua, 
Sleep  now  the  long  sleep  of  the  past, 

Since,  with  the  Red  Men  of  your  forests, 

The  first  white  dweller's  lot  was  cast. 

(Chorus.) 
Lift  up  your  voices,  oh  Chautauquans, 

Sing  of  those  grand  old  pioneers, 
Their  memory  and  their  work  survive  them. 
And  shall  live  on  a  thousand  years. 

Danger  lurked  ever  by  their  pathway. 
Hunger  sat  often  at  their  board, 

Around  their  rude  and  lonely  dwellings 
Tempestuous  winds  of  winter  roared. 

Historic  ground  lies  all  about  us, 
Here  where  we  stand  they  battles  fought, 

Our  very  homes  had  not  been  builded 
But  for  the  daring  work  they  wrought. 

How  shall  we  honor  the  departed? 
Not  by  our  eulogies  alone. 

Not  by  commemorative  tablet 
For  time  shall  spoil  the  grandest  stone. 

Bui:  lives  that  imitate  their  virtues, 
Though  all  unlike  their  foes  or  fears, 

Such  legacy  to  children's  children 
Shall  honor  them  a  thousand  years. 
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BY  MRS  HELEN 

Westfield  is  today  the 
Mecca  to  which  thousands  of 

Chautauqua  County  citizens 
are  bringing  their  willing 
feet.  Thousands  of  others 

in  the  county,  with  dwellers 

in  distant  states  and  conn- 

tries,  sons  and  daughters  of 
old  Chautauqua,  are  keeping 
in  their  houses  and  hearts 

this,  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 

of  the  settlement  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty- 

It  is  fitting  that  one  of  the  first  ex- 

ercises of  the  day  should  be  a  pilgrim- 
age to  the  storied  spot  where  the  first 

permanent  settlement  in  the  county 

was  made  by  my  grandfather,  Col. 
James  McMahan.  He  was  born  in 

March,  1768;  married  to  Mary  Mc- 
Cord  February  3rd,  1795,  and  died  at 

my  father's  house  December  r 3th,  1846. 
He  was  by  profession  a  Civil  Engineer. 
Twice  during  the  years  1793  and  1794 
he  was  for  six  months  in  the  employ 

of  the  Holland  Purchase  Company,  lay- 
ing off  land  in  this  section  into  ranges 

and  townships.  During  those  months 

he  did  not  see  a  single  white  man  ex- 
cept his  helpers. 

From  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Sam- 
uel McMahan,  of  Milton,  Pennsylvania, 

I  have  learned  that  my  grandfather  and 
his  brother  John,  with  their  father,  came 

from  Pennsylvania  in  1800  and  bar- 
gained for  a  large  tract  of  land  in  this 

county,  then  forming  a  part  of  Genesee 
County.  They  returned  to  Pennsylvania 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

SMITH  TENNANT. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1802,  with  his 
wife  and  two  young  sons,  they  left 
their  home  in  Northumberland  County. 

Pennsylvania,  in  a  canvas-covered  wag- 
on to  come  across  the  Alleghenies  and 

on  into  tins  lake  country.  One  of  the 

wagons  drawn  by  four  horses  bore, 
among  other  things,  a  large  mahogam 
sideboard,  which  today  is  prized  in  our 
home  as  one  of  its  choicest  heirlooms. 

On  this  day,  one  hundred  years  ago, 
there  was  here  no  Westfield,  no  cross 
roads,  hot  even  a  home  for  the  little 

family;  so  grandfather  took  grand- 
mother and  the  children  to  Moorhead- 

ville,  where  there  were  relatives  living. 

He  then  having  purchased  from  his 
brother  a  tract  consisting  of  a  mile 

square  of  land,  began,  with  Edward 

McHenry  as  a  helper,  to  cut  down  the 
trees  and  plant  corn.  Ten  acres  were 
thus  cleared,  and  before  fall  there  was 

standing  on  this  clearing  a  block  house 
built  of  hewn  logs.  I  have  heard  my 
mother  describe  the  house  as  having 

two  large  rooms,  which  later  were  made 
into  four  rooms  by  partitions  of  matched 
boards.  A  huge  chimney,  built  of 
wooden  beams  and  stone  (there  were  no 
bricks  in  those  days),  stood  at  one  end  ; 
the  floors  were  made  of  hewn  plank  and 

kept  well  sanded ;  the  hinges  and  the 
latches  of  the  two  doors  were  made  of 

wood ;  the  latter  was  raised  from  the 

outside  by  a  string,  and  if  ever  the 

door  was  fastened  it  was  done  by  pull- 
ing in  the  string.  To  this  house  in  the 

fall  of  1802  came  the  family  of  Col. 

James  McMahan.    Shortly  after  a  lit- 
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tie  daughter  (the  first  white  girl  born 
in  the  county)  Eliza  Hutherson.  Tn 

1805  Polly  Eliza,  a  second  daughter, 
was  born.  The  third,  Sarah  Ann  (my 

mother),  was  born  August  7th,  1809. 
Eliza  and  Polly  died  at  the  ages  of  two 

and  seven;  William  in  1817,  and  Rob- 
ert, in  the  24th  year  of  his  age,  died 

of  yellow  fever  near  New  Orleans. 

My  mother  was  a  fountain  of  anec- 
dotes and  early  reminiscences,  and  T 

have  heard  her  tell  how  this  yard  was 

the  play  ground  of  all  the  children 

pioneer,  with  his  family  and  friends, 
gathered  round  the  blazing  hearth  to 

crack  the  nuts  and  jokes,  for  a  store 
of  both  were  in  reserve  for  these  times. 

Mr.  Samuel  McMahan  in  his  letter 

of  reminiscences,  tells  what  some  may 

regard  as  truly  a  fish  story.  Major 

James  McMahan,  the  elder,  during  one 
of  his  visits  to  his  son  James,  speared 

in  the  creek  a  pike  weighing  nineteen 

and  one-half  pounds.  The  half  of  the 
fish  was  cooked  for  supper  ;  the  other 
half  cooked   and   eaten   for  breakfast 

THE  McMAHON  HOM  K  STEAD. 

THE    FIRST   FRAME    EOILDINO    ERECTED    IN    CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

round,  and  that  the  Indians  used  to 

camp  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  at  the 
foot  of  this  hill,  and  how  she  used  to 

go  down  and  play  with  the  pappooses. 

The  Indians  were  an  intelligent  peo- 
ple and  inclined  to  peaceful  ways. 

My  mother  died  at  her  home  in  West- 
field  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1887. 

The  itinerent  minister  always  found 
a  home  for  himself  and  his  horse  with 

a  welcome  that  did  not  wear  out.  The 

farm  was  productive ;  the  forests  and 
the  streams  were  filled  with  game  and 

fish,  so  there  was  always  an  abund- 

ance for  the  table.  When  the  winter's 
blasts  began  to  blow  and  there  were 
fierce  storms  on  the  lake,  our  brave 

the  next  morning This  generous  sup- 
ply is  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  the 

hospitality  of  the  house. 
(  hit  of  the  six  hundred  forty  acres 

Mr.  McMahan  made  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  country.  In  place  of  the 
block  house  he  built  the  upright  part  of 

this  present  house. 
In  1826  the  place  was  sold  to  Mr. 

John  Johnston,  who,  with  his  son,  Mr. 
Alexander,  owned  it  until  1850,  when 

William  Vorce  bought  and  occupied  it 

until  April  9,  1875.  It  was  then  sold 
to  Erastus  Leffingwell.  Last  year  it 

came  into  the  possession  of  the  present 
owner,  John  Buttery. 

Time  has  carried  awav  every  timber 
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and  nail  of  the  old  block  house.  There 

is,  however,  a  lilac  bush  standing  in 

front  of  the  present  house,  the  roots 

from  which  it  grew  having  been  brought 

on  that  trip  in  1802  in  a  stocking  all 

the  way  from  old  Northumberland ; 

planted  and  watched  with  loving  care 

by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMahan,  then  by 

the  Johnston  families,  and  when  Mr. 

Vorce  sold  to  Mr.  Leffingwell  he  told 

him  the  history  of  the  bush  and  said : 

"Don't  let  anything  happen  to  it." 
The  original  house  and  barn  are  gone. 

We  cannot  say  positively  that  a  single 

tree  now  standing  was  here  in  those 

early  days,  but  we  turn  somewhat  rev- 
erently to  the  old  lilac  bush  as  we  think 

how  through  the  years  its  root  has  been 

growing  and  throwing  up  new  stalks 

BARCELONA  HAHBOR.  WE  STFIELD,  NEW  YORK. 

as  if  it  were  a  link  to  fasten  the  two 

ends  of  the  century. 

So  many  first  events  in  the  history 

of  Chautauqua  County  happened  on 

this  farm  it  would  take  too  long  to  re- 
late them  all,  besides  you  may  read 

the  most  important  as  you  go  out  on 
the  monumental  stone  standing  at  the 
road  side. 

In  patient  endurance,  pinching  econ- 
omies, heroic  sacrifices,  the  settlers  of 

Chautauqua  County  developed  a  sturdy 
manhood,  and  we,  their  descendants, 

have  come  to  honor  their  memory  in  the 

hope  that  we  may  so  follow  their  noble 
examples  that  we  may  leave  to  our 

children  what  they  left  to  us,  the  bles- 
sings of  civil  and  religious  liberty..  Aye, 

call  it  holy  ground,  the  soil  where  first 

they  trod. 
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BY  PH1N  M.  MILLER. 

"Please  may  I  speak?  It's  necessary !" 
Before  the  year  1841  there  were  no 

written  or  printed  records  of  the  names 

of  the  teachers.  The  teacher's  roll  con- 
tained the  number  of  pupils  in  each  fam- 

ily, attending  school.  From  this  list 
the  rate  bill  and  wood  tax  were  made. 

The  names  of  the  teachers  of  the  Log 

School-house  Period  have  had  to  be  dis- 

covered— dug  up — gathered  from  early 
traditions  coming  to  us  from  former 

generations.  The  old  boys  and  girls  in 

the  several  towns  have  labored  faith- 
fully. Those  who  did  the  most  digging, 

present  the  longest  list  of  names.  Im- 
perfect and  incomplete  as  they  may  be 

they  are  better  than  nothing.  It  is  so 

much  saved  to  our  early  school  history. 

Thanks  to  the  apostles  and  saints  among 

the  old  boys  and  girls — and  some  of 
their  loyal  children — the  names  of  a 
portion  of  the  teachers  in  the  early 

years  of  the  nineteenth,  are  preserved 

and  will  take  their  place  with  those  who 

labor  in  the  educational  vineyard  in  the 

present  and  coming  centuries. 

Wherein  the  records  of  the  separate 

schools  of  the  present  are  brief  or  in- 
complete, the  teachers  and  school  offi- 

cers have  only  themselves  to  praise  or 
blame.  Failing  to  receive  answers  to 

oft'  repeated  requests  for  data,  I  have 
been  forced  to  make  use  of  reports  on 

file  in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk. 

This  paper  is  the  work  of  many  per- 
sons. All  that  is  good  may  be  credited 

to  the  earnest  helpers  who  have  given 

me  intelligent  assistance.    The  errors 

and  imperfections  will  find  a  shelter  with Faithfully, 

Phin  M.  Miller. 

The  person  who  disputes  that  next 

to  the  founding  of  this  Republic,  the  or- 
ganization of  our  system  of  education 

is  the  most  memorable  event  in  our  his- 

tory, will  not  be  found  among  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  early  proprietors 
of  Chautauqua  County. 

In  the  forest  shade,  by  the  woods 

path  marked  by  blazed  trees,  was  built 

the  log  school-house  of  our  early  his- 
tory. Along  the  trails  leading  to  it, 

the  wild  beasts  roamed  at  will.  Here 

the  children  of  the  early  days  were 

gathered.  It  was  the  treasure  house 

of  every  pioneer  settlement.  To  their 
descendants  it  is,  as  it  should  be,  a 
sacred  memory. 

All  the  schools,  academies  and  col- 
leges of  our  land,  where  the  glad  voices 

of  happv  children  and  youth  greet  the 

traveler  as  he  passes  through  this  "land 
of  the  free,"  owe  their  existence  to  the 
log  school-house  and  the  plan  of  educa- 

tion proposed  and  outlined  by  the  early 

proprietors.  The  plan  gave  the  alpha- 
bet to  all.  The  children  were  on  terms 

of  equality.  The  knowledge  secured 
was  free  and  pure  as  the  water  from 

the  laughing  brooks  and  wayside 

springs.  Sectarian  and  partisan  teach- 
ing was  not  permitted,  while  the  broad 

principles  which  all  recognize,  and  the 

elementary  knowledge  every  soul  re- 
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quires,  received  careful  attention.  The 
means  of  education  thus  offered,  with 

proper  home  influences  and  the  ster- 

ling qualities  developed  by  the  necessi- 
ties of  poverty,  gave  the  poor  man  no 

fear  for  the  fate  of  his  posterity. 
The  result  has  been  that  the  children 

of  the  poor  early  settlers  have  become 
the  strongmen  and  women  of  the  nation, 

entrancing  senates  by  their  eloquence, 

sitting  at  the  helm  of  the  Ship  of  State, 

victors  on  hard-fought  battle  fields, 
founders  of  educational  institutions,  ex- 

perts in  the  useful  departments  of  life, 
and  have  placed  in  the  cherished  list 

of  immortals,  names  all  delight  to  hon- 

or. That  gives  to  Chautauqua  County 

an  honorable  place  ;  to  its  people  con- 
sideration and  respect  at  every  capital 

and  court  of  civilization. 

Following  the  teachings  of  Washing- 
ton, Jefferson  and  many  other  strong 

men  of  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth 

century,  as  set  forth  in  the  propositions: 

That  the  enlightenment  of  all  the  peo- 
ple is  the  safeguard  of  the  nation  ;  that 

the  intelligent  many  are  better  qualified 

to  govern  than  a  select  few; — on  Jan- 
rary  6,  179s,  George  Clinton,  with  other 
able,  intelligent  and  wellknown  citizens 

of  the  state,  recommended  to  Gov.  John 

Jay  and  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture then  in  session, — that  provision  be 

made  by  the  State  Government  for  the 

encouragement  of  common  schools. 

On  April  9,  1797,  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  New  York  passed 

a  law  which  is  known  as  Chapter  sixty- 

five  of  the  Laws  of  1797,  entitled  "An 

Act  for  the  encouragement  of  schools." 
The  Holland  Dutch,  followed  by  the 
English,  had  formed  schools  in  connec- 

tion with  their  church  and  parish  or- 
ganizations. Anything  like  a  system 

of  education  for  all  the  people  was  un- 
known until  this  action  of  the  General 

Assembly. 

This  act  provided  :    That  out  of  the 

annual  revenues  of  the  state,  the  sum 

of  twenty  thousand  pounds — one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars — should  be  annu- 

ally appropriated  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
and  maintaining  schools  in  the  several 
cities  and  towns  of  the  state,  in  which 

the  children  residing  in  the  state  should 
be  instructed  in  the  English  language, 

taught  English  Grammar,  Arithmetic, 
Mathematics  and  such  other  brancnes 

as  were  most  useful  and  necessary  to 

complete    a  good    English  education. 
The  amount  of  money  apportioned  to 

Ontario  County,  of  which  Chautauqua 

was  then   a   part,   was   three  hundred 

pounds — fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The 

several  Boards  of  Supervisors  were  au- 
thorized to  receive  the  amount  appor 

tioned  to  the  county  and  distribute  the 

same  among  the  several  towns.  The 

free-holders  of  each  town  were  empow- 
ered to  elect  not  less  than  three  nor 

more  than  seven  persons,  who  should 
be  known  as  Commissioners  of  Schools, 

and  have  supervision  of  them  and  the 
distribution  of  the  money.    It  was  made 
lawful  for  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the 

different  parts  of  any  town,  to  associate 

together  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 

good    and     sufficient  school-masters, 
building  and   maintaining   schools,  to 

appoint  two  or  more  persons  to  act 
in   tneir   behalf   as   Trustees   of  each 

school  "but  no  person  shall  be  appointed 
Trustee,  who  may  be  in  any  other  man- 

ner authorized  or  empowered  to  carry 

this  act  into  effect."    The  Trustees  and 
Commissioners   selected   the  teachers 

from  those  whose  abilities  and  moral 

character  met  with  their  approbation. 

No  pupil  under  four  years  of  age  to  be 
included    in    the    enumeration,  which 
formed  the  basis  of  this  division  of  the 

money  appropriated,  which  was  on  total 

days'  attendance  during  the  year.  Spec- 
ial provision,  in  a  former  act,  having 

been  made  for  colleges,  this  act  only 
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applied  to  those  where  children  were 

only  taught  Reading,  Writing  and  Arith- 
metic. 

April  3,  1799,  the  State  Legislature 
passed  a  law  which  had  for  one  of  its 

provisions,  the  appropriation  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  discharge  of  the 

sum  which  became  payable  on  the  third 

Tuesday  in  March,  1798,  under  the  gen- 
eral act  before  outlined.  Evidently  the 

fathers  had  no  thought  of  turning  back 

in  the  work  so  thoroughly  planned.  In 

1803  the  provisions  of  the  law  relating 

to  the  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds  for  five  years  were  continued 
along  the  same  general  lines  until  April 

2,  1805,  when  Chapter  seventy-one  of 
the  Laws  of  1805  was  passed,  which  set 

apart  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  as 

a  fund  for  common  schools,  to  be  in- 
vested by  the  Comptroller,  the  interest 

to  be  used  in  the  support  of  common 

schools.  March  7,  1807,  by  Act  of  Leg- 
islature, the  Comptroller  was  authorized 

to  place  all  the  money  arising  from 

stock  the  state  held  in  the  Merchants' 
Bank,  in  the  common  school  fund. 

This  is  an  outline  history,  in  brief, 

of  the  school  system,  and  condition  of 
the  common  school  interests  in  the 

State  of  New  York  prior  to  1812.  There 

are  no  records  showing  that  any  of 

the  funds  appropriated  under  these  sev- 
eral acts  were  used  for  the  support  of 

any  school  organized  within  the  limits 
of  Chautauqua  County. 

The  educational,  intellectual  and  mor- 
al giants  of  the  Empire  State  who  under 

the  lead  and  advice  of  Jeremiah  Peck 

of  Otsego,  and  Adam  Comstock  of 
Saratoga  Counties  comprehended  the 
truth  of,  and  necessity  for  a  system  of 

universal  education  which  would  edu- 

cate the  great  mass  of  the  people  ;  would 

give  an  education  that  would  teach 
obedience  to  wholesome  laws ;  develop 
habits  which  bind  the  soul  to  truth  and 

duty ;  grow  moral  sentiments  that  pro- 
mote the  principles  of  liberty,  justice 

and  humanity ;  that  would  take  into  its 

keeping  for  years  the  youth  of  each  gen- 
eration who  were  to  be  the  men  and 

women  of  the  next ;  whose  supervision 
extends  over  the  plastic  mind  of  youth 

in  its  springtime,  when  proper  seed 
must  be  intelligently  sown  and  carefully 
developed  if  it  is  to  yield  a  happy  and 

profitable  harvest ;  which  would  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  superstructure  of 
character  so  broad  and  dee])  that  it 

could  embrace  everything  in  the  realm 
of  truth,  and  whose  summit  should  be 

radiant  in  the  sunlight  of  eternity. 

These  men  prepared  and  submitted 

to  the  Legislature  in  1811,  the  most 
bountiful,  and  in  many  ways  the  most 

complete  system  of  education  ever 
formed.  For  many  weeks  and  months 

it  was  the  subject  of  careful  considera- 
tion and  revision,  and  final  action  of  the 

Legislature  approving  it,  was  not  taken 
until  June  19,  1812,  which  gave  to  the 

people  of  the  state  the  law  known  as 

Chapter  242,  being  "An  Act  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  Common  Schools,"  which 

law  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  present 

bounteous  system  of  popular  education 
and  made  it  the  educational  Red  Letter 

day  in  our  state's  history. 
This  act  provided  for  the  classification 

and  consolidation  of  the  several  funds 

set  apart  for  school  purposes;  for  tht 
election  of  a  State  Superintendent  and 

defining-  his  duties  ;  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  school  fund — none 
to  be  made  until  the  total  amount  of 

interest  was  equal  to  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars— subsequent  payments  to  be  the 

same  until  the  yearly  income  was  in- 
creased to  sixty  thousand  dollars ;  this 

rule  to  apply  until  the  increase  in  in- 
come reached  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 

dollars,  when  this  amount  should  be 
added  to  form  a  new  basis  of  amount 

to  be  divided  among  the  schools  of  the 
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state;  the  duty  of  town,  county  and 

Board  of  Supervisors'  Clerks  was  de- 
fined ;  the  electors  of  each  town  to  levy 

a  tax  equal  to  the  amount  apportioned 
to  the  town,  the  whole  to  be  used  in 

the  payment  of  teachers'  wages ;  the 
electors  under  the  law  were  allowed  to 

raise  by  a  tax  a  sum  equal  to  twice  the 
amount  received  from  the  state;  the 

electors  at  town  meeting  to  elect  three 

Commissioners  of  Schools.  The  Com- 

missioners' duties  were  to  divide  the 
town  into  school  districts,  establish  and 

change  boundaries  and  call  meetings 
in  new  districts  when  organized.  These 

district  meetings  had  power  to  locate 

and  purchase  site,  build  school-house 
and  elect  district  officers  consisting  of 
three  Trustees,  a  Collector  and  a  Clerk. 
The  electors  also  chose  not  less  than 

three  nor  more  than  six  Inspectors  of 
Schools,  who,  with  the  Commissioners, 
should  examine  the  teachers  and 

schools,  license  the  teachers,  give  ad- 
vice and  direction  to  Trustees  as  to  the 

governing  of  the  schools  ;  three  mem- 

bers were  competent  to  examine  teach- 
ers ;  no  one  to  be  employed  who  had 

not  previously  been  examined  and  re- 
ceived a  certificate  signed  by  at  least 

two  members  of  the  Board.  Persons 

entitled  to  vote  at  town  meeting  were 

voters  at  school  meeting.  The  school 

age  was  from  five  to  fifteen  years.  The 

records  of  one  town  in  this  county  show 

that  each  year  from  1814 — the  year  this 
law  became  of  full  force  and  effect  in  this 

county — to  1843,  when  the  law  was 
changed,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  this  town  raise  all 
the  money  for  school  purposes  the  law 

will  allow." 
It  is  a  fair  guess  that  many  other 

towns  can  show  a  like  record. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  law  in 
1813  the  Legislature  elected  Gideon 
Hawley  State  Superintendent.  April 
ninth  of  the  same  year  a  law  was  passed 

placing  the  net  proceeds  received  from 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  sold 

since  April  2,  1805,  and  so  much  of  the 
residue  of  said  lands  as  would  make 

five  hundred  thousand  acres ;  also  the 

state  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  lottery  tickets,  made  in  1799  and 

1 801,  to  the  credit  of  the  school  fund — 
this  last  item  consisted  of  four  lotteries 

of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  each,  of 

which  the  state  received  seven-eighths, 

and  one-half  of  one  lottery  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  making  a  total 

of  one  hundred  thirty-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars.  In  this  we  have 
an  illustration  of  the  truth  of  the  old 

saw  "Doing  ill  that  good  may  come  ;" 
the  money  came  to  the  school  fund,  and 

an  aroused  public  opinion  repealed  the 

lottery  law,  which  was  followed  by  a 

constitutional  provision  against  the  op- 
eration of  a  lottery  within  the  state.  In 

1841  the  law  was  passed  fixing  the  pay 

of  School  Inspectors  at  seventy-five 
cents  a  day  for  each  full  day  of  actual 
service.  April  13,  1819,  was  passed 

Chapter  312.  This  act  consolidated  the 

various  acts  relating  to  schools  here- 
tofore passed,  and  set  apart  for  school 

purposes  the  loans  made  pursuant  to 
the  acts  of  March  14,  1792;  April  11. 

1808;  the  shares  of  the  capital  stock 

of  the  Merchants'  Bank  held  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  the  state,  with  all  other 

grants  and  appropriations  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  made  for  the  benefit 

of  common  schools,  including  the  net 

proceeds  of  all  lands  which  escheat  to 
the  state  in  the  military  tract  ;  the  net 

proceeds  of  fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the  State ;  one-half 
of  all  quit  rents  and  commutations  for 
the  same,  the  same  to  be  known  as  the 

"School-fund."  The  total  amount  in- 
vested under  these  several  acts  was, 

in  1820,  one  million  one  hundred  sev- 

enty-two thousand  nine  hundred  thir- 

teen dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 
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Chapter  one  hundred  sixty-one  of 
Laws  of  1819  established  the  office 

of  State  Superintendent  at  the  seat 

of  government  and  fixed  the  sal- 
ary at  seven  hundred  dollars  a 

year.  The  amount  of  interest  for 
distribution  among  the  schools  in  the 

state  in  1820  was  seventy  thousand  dol- 
lars. During  this  year  the  school  law 

was  amended,  making  the  Inspectors 
of  Schools  the  officers  to  examine  and 

license  teachers.  Chapter  three  hundred 

forty  of  Laws  of  1821,  passed  April 

3rd,  abolished  the  office  of  State  Sup- 
erintendent and  placed  the  duties  of  the 

office  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  Gid- 

eon Hawley  had  held  the  position  dur- 
ing the  entire  time,  since  the  erection  of 

the  office.  Chapter  fifty-six  of  the  Laws 
of  1823,  passed  March  8th,  authorized 
the  proceeds  of  all  lands  purchased  by 
the  state  to  be  added  to  the  school  fund. 

Chapter  three  hundred  thirty-three  of 
Laws  of  1824,  passed  November  27th, 

appropriated  forty  thousand  dollars, 
which  had  been  raised  for  a  fever  hos- 

pital in  New  York  City,  but  unexpend- 
ed, to  the  school  fund.  April  28,  1826, 

a  law  was  passed  providing  that  all  de- 
ficiencies in  the  common  school  fund 

might  be  supplied  from  the  general 

funds  of  the  state.  Chapter  two  hun- 
dred thirty-three  of  Laws  of  1827 

passed  April  13th,  provided  that  the  bal- 
ance of  the  loan  of  1786  be  transferred 

to  the  common  school  fund,  also  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  shares 

owned  by  the  state  in  the  capital  stock 

of  any  of  the  banks  at  par  value.  Chap- 
ter two  hundred  thirty-seven  of  Laws 

of  1838,  passed  April  7th,  provided  that 
the  income  of  the  United  States  deposit 

fund  be  appropriated  to  the  "purposes 
of  education  and  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 

edge"— this  money,  the  amount  of  which 
was  three  and  one-half  million  dollars, 
was  deposited  by  the  United  States 
Government   with   the   State   of  New 

York  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 

Congress  passed  June  23,  1836.  The 
amount  of  interest  from  this  sum  set 

apart  for  use  each  year  was  one  hun- 
dred ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  use 

of  schools,  and  fifty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  library  purposes. 

The  act  provided  that  School  Trus- 
tees should  be  Trustees  of  the  library , 

with  power  to  select  a  librarian  to  have 

charge  of  the  library  ;  to  select  the  books 

to  be  purchased  and  make  rules  gov- 
erning the  use  of  them.  In  1841  a  law 

was  passed  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  each  county,  to  appoint 

a  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Common 

Schools.  Chapter  one  hundred  thirty- 
three  of  the  Laws  of  1843,  passed  April 

17th,  abolished  the  office  of  Town  Com- 
missioner and  Town  Inspector,  and 

created  the  office  of  Town  Superintend- 
ent ;  it  also  authorized  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  to  appoint  a  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools.  Chapter  three 

hundred  fifty-eight  of  Laws  of  1847, 

passed  November  13th,  abolished  the 
office  of  County  Superintendent.  The 

same  year  the  law  authorizing  the  hold- 

ing of  teachers'  institutes  and  making 
appropriations  for  them  was  passed. 

March  26,  1849,  an  act  was  passed  es- 
tablishing free  schools  throughout  the 

state.  This  act  was  submitted  to 

a  vote  of  the  people  and  sustained  — 
in  consequence  of  the  inequality  of  tax- 

ation under  the  law,  the  free  school 

system  as  proposed  did  not  prove  satis- 
factory. In  1850  the  law  was  again  sub- 

mitted to  a  vote  of  the  people  and 

again  sustained.  In  April,  1851,  the  free 

school  law  was  repealed  and  the  "rate- 
bill"  system  re-instated.  In  1853  a  law 
was  passed  allowing  the  organization 

of  Union  Free  Schools,  subject  to  cer- 
tain conditions.  On  March  3,  1854,  the 

office  of  State  Superintendent  of  Public 

Instruction  was  re-created,  and  Yictor 

M.  Rice,  a  native  of  Chautauqua  Conn- 
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ty,  was  elected  Superintendent.  Chap- 
ter one  hundred  seventy-nine  of  the 

Laws  of  1856,  passed  April  12th,  abol- 
ished the  office  of  Town  Superintendent 

and  created  the  office  of  School  Com- 

missioner. Chapter  one  hundred  eighty 
of  the  same  date,  provided  that  the 
tax  rate  for  common  schools  should  be 

three-fourths  of  one  mill.  Chapter 

twenty-four  of  Laws  of  1862  shows  that 
the  three-fourths  of  one  mill  tax  rate  pro- 

duced the  sum  of  one  million  eighty-one 

thousand  three  hundred  twenty-five  dol- 
lars for  school  purposes.  Chapter  five 

hundred  fifty-five  of  the  Laws  of  1864 
is  the  General  Act  for  organization  of 

Union  Free  Schools.  Chapter  four 

hundred  sixty-six  of  Laws  of  1866, 

passed  April  7th,  provided  for  the  erec- 
tion of  four  Normal  and  Training 

Schools  in  the  state,  one  of  which  was 

located  at  Fredonia,  in  this  county. 

Chapter  four  hundred  six  of  the  Laws 

..of  1867,  passed  April  16th,  gave  to  the 
state  free  schools.  In  brief,  the  law 

provided  that  after  using  the  public 

money  as  provided  by  law,  all  deficien- 
cies should  be  met  by  a  tax  on  the  pro- 

perty of  the  district.  Chapter  two  hun- 
dred twenty-three  of  same  year  author- 
ized the  Village  of  Fredonia  to  raise 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in 

the  construction  of  a  State  Normal  and 

Training  School  building.  Chapter  four 

hundred  twenty-one  of  Laws  of  1874, 

passed  May  nth,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
secure  to  children  the  benefits  of  ele- 

mentary education,"  was  the  first  step 
leading  to  compulsory  education.  Chap- 

ter nine  of  Laws  of  1880,  passed  Feb- 

ruary 12th,  was  an  act  entitled  "An 
Act  to  declare  women  eligible  to  serve 

as  school  trustees."  Chapter  thirty  of 
Laws  of  1884,  passed  March  roth,  was 

an  act  relating  to  the  study  of  physiol- 
ogy and  hygiene  in  the  public  schools. 

Chapter  six  hundred  fifty-five  of  Laws 
of  1886,  passed  June  15th,  defines  legal 

voters  in  school  districts  including  resi- 
dent women  liable  for  tax.  Chapter 

three  hundred  thirtv-five  of  Laws  of 

1887,  is  an  act  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  teachers  and  pay  of  same  in 

the  public  schools.  Chapter  five  hun- 
dred of  Laws  of  1893,  passed  April  29th, 

changed  the  time  for  holding  annual 

meetings  ;  the  ending  of  school  vear  and 

time  of  making  annual  reports.  Chap- 

ter five  hundred  fifty-six  of  Laws  of 

1894,  is  an  act  to  revise,  amend  and  con- 
solidate the  general  acts  relating  to  pub- 

lic instruction  under  the  general  title  of 

"The  Consolidated  School  Law."  Chap- 
ter two  hundred  twenty-two  of  Laws  of 

1895,  passed  April  3rd,  was  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  purchase  and  display  of 

United  States  flags  in  connection  with 

the  public  schools  of  the  state.  Chap- 
ter one  hundred  ninety-five  of  Laws  of 

1897,  passed  April  7th,  was  an  act  em- 
powering voters  of  Union  Free  Schools 

to  provide  text  books  for  pupils  by  tax 

on  the  property  of  the  district.  Chap- 
ter four  hundred  eighty-one  of  Laws 

of  1898,  is  an  act  to  encourage  patriotic 
exercises  in  the  public  schools  of  the 

state.  The  general  appropriation  bill 

of  1902  set  apart  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  used  in 

increasing  the  teachers'  cjuotas  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  state. 

These  acts,  with  other  special  acts 

and  provisions  relating  to  the  library 

and  school  funds ;  special  acts  for  or- 
ganization of  academies  and  Union 

Schools,  with  certain  amendments  of 

minor  importance,  are  an  outline  of  the 

laws  placed  on  our  statute  books  during 
the  last  century,  which  have  given  us 
our  extensive,  well  regulated,  bounteous 

and  "free  to  all"  system  of  education. 
When  the  school  district,  which  for 

nearly  an  hundred  years  has  been  the 

unit  of  representation — and  as  such  has 

served  us  so  well — shall,  by  reason  of 
our  changed  physical  and  economic  con- 
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ditions,  make  way  for  a  township  sys- 
tem or  unit,  there  will  be  no  more  edu- 

cational worlds  to  conquer.  Then  we 
will  become  what  we  claim  to  be,  the 

educational  Empire  State  of  the  world. 

The  first  epoch  in  our  school  history 
extends  from  1802  to  1825,  and  may  be 

truthfully  named  the  Log  School-house 
Period  of  our  history  and  educational 

life.  These  colleges  of  the  common  peo- 
ple were  houses  sixteen  or  eighteen  feet 

in  width  by  twenty-two  to  twenty-four 
feet  in  length,  built  of  logs  to  the 
height  of  .eight  feet  for  side  walls,  the 

ends  above  being  fore-shortened  to  con- 
form to  the  slant  of  the  roof,  which 

was  made  of  "shakes" — split  from  logs 
of  straight  grain — these  were  held  in 
place  by  poles  laid  lengthwise  of  the 
roof.  At  one  end  was  built  a  stone  or 

stick  chimney,  with  a  stone  fire-place 

and  projecting  hearth-stone  ;  above  this 
there  was  a  hole  in  the  roof  to  allow 

the  smoke  to  go  out  and  incidentally 
the  rain  and  snow  to  come  in.  The 

windows  were  five  in  number,  two  on 

each  side  and  one  at  the  end  opposite 

the  fire-place  ;  these  had  each  four  lights 
of  the  regulation  size  of  seven  by  nine 

inches.  If  glass  could  not  be  procured, 
oiled  paper  was  used  as  a  substitute. 

The  door  was  made  of  "shakes"  fas- 
tened together  with  wooden  pegs,  hung 

on  wood  hinges  with  wooden  latch  and 

latch  string  of  buckskin.  The  furnish- 

ings of  the  school-room  were  not  elab- 
orate or  extensive ;  they  made  up  in 

strength  and  simplicity  what  they  lacked 
in  elegance  and  convenience.  The  split 

plank  or  "shake"  extended  along  three 
sides  of  the  room  resting  on  wooden 

stays  and  pegs  driven  into  holes  bored 
in  the  logs,  forming  the  walls,  furnished 
the  desks.  The  seats  were  of  the  same 

material  with  legs  adjusted  in  length  to 
suit  the  size  of  the  larger  pupils ;  the 

smaller  ones  could  let  their  "feet  swing." 
The  floor  outside  the  stone  hearth  was 

of  split  logs.  The  cracks  in  the  walls 
between  the  logs  were  closed  by  a  free 
use  of  mud.  The  broom  was  a  birch 

splint ;  the  chair  frame  for  the  use  of 
the  teacher  had  a  splint  bottom  made 

of  black  ash.  The  items  of  expense  con- 

sidered by  the  proprietors  at  their  an- 
nual meetings  were  for  repairs  and  fur- 

nishings. These  were  bid  off  at  auc- 
tion to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  record 

of  one  school  meeting  held  in  1816 
shows  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  as 

the  price  of  chinking  the  cracks ;  the 

furnishing  of  brooms  for  the  year,  for- 

ty-seven cents,  while  the  re-bottoming 
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of  the  chair  was  twenty-one  cents.  The 
bunch  of  birch  sprouts,  the  dunce  block 

and  fools-cap,  were  provided  by  the 

teachers  as  a  portion  of  their  "kit  of 
tools"  to  be  used  in  their  business,  and 
were  without  expense  to  the  proprietors 

beyond  the  extra  wear  and  tear  to  the 
jackets  of  the  pupils. 

The  text  books  for  use  were  the 

American  Preceptor,  Dillworth  and 

Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Pike  and  Da- 
boll's  Arithmetic,  Morse'  American 
Geography.  Writing  was  done  by  pens 

made  from  goose-quills,  on  sheets  of 

unruled  paper  of  about  the  size  of  fools- 
cap ;  the  ink  was  a  preparation  of  soft 

maple  or  black  alder  bark.  These  were 
the  facilities  and  conveniences  provided 
in  the  formative  period,  the  beginning 
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of  our  educational  existence  and  his- 
tory. 

Humble  as  it  may  seem,  this  was  the 

golden  age  of  the  three  R's.  All  that 
we  are,  all  that  we  hope  to  be  in  edu- 

cation, intelligence  and  civilization,  we 

owe  to  the  principles  of  morality,  in- 
dustry, truth,  honor  and  liberty  that 

were  so  strongly  developed  during  the 

Log  School-house  Period  of  our  his- 
tory. 

In  a  log  house  built  in  1802  bv  Tames 

were  made  at  the  "Cross-roads"  and  at 
Canadaway,  now  Fredonia,  in  the  years 

following,  up  to  1806. 
The  first  school  organized  under  the 

act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  in 

1797,  in  Chautauqua  County,  was  at  the 

"Cross-roads,"  in  1807.  The  teacher 
was  Miss  Anna  Eaton.  She  was  born 

in  Framingham,  Massachusetts.  In 

company  with  her  father  and  brother, 
she  settled  in  the  now  Town  of  Portland 

in  1806.   She  engaged  in  teaching-  at  the 
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McMahan,  at  a  point  about  one  mile 

west  of  the  center  of  the  Village  of 
Westfield,  at  the  place  then  known  as 

the  "Cross-roads,"  during  the  summer 
of  1803,  William  Murray,  who  by  rea- 

son of  his  physical  infirmities  was  un- 
able to  join  in  the  work  of  clearing 

away  the  forest,  was  selected  to  take 

charge  of  the  children  of  the  little  set- 
tlement to  prevent  their  being  lost  in 

the  interminable  woods,  and  incidental- 
ly teach  them  their  letters.  This  was  the 

first  effort  in  the  direction  of  a  school, 

made  by  the  early  settlers  in  what  is 

now  Chautauqua  County.    Like  efforts 

"Cross-roads"  in  the  now  Town  of 
Westfield  in  1807.  In  1808  she  taught 

a  term  of  school  at  Colt's  Station,  a  set- 
tlement six  miles  south  of  North  East, 

Erie  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  1809 
she  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  now 
Town  of  Ripley  in  a  log  house  standing 
near  the  Village  of  Ripley.  In  1810 
she  taught  the  first  school  in  the  now 
Town  of  Portland  in  a  log  house  built 

by  Capt.  James  Dunn.  She  continued 
her  school  work  until  1815,  when  she 
married  Solomon  Nichols  and  removed 

to  Whitestown,  now  Whitesboro,  Onei- 
da County,  New  York.    This  estimable 
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woman  was  the  pioneer  teacher  of 

Chautauqua  County.    She  died  in  1834. 
In  1 810  the  total  amount  of  money 

invested  for  schools  in  the  State  of  New 

York  was  four  hundred  eighty-three 
thousand  three  hundred  eighty-six  dol- 

lars and  twenty-nine  cents,  the  revenue 
from  which  was  thirty-six  thousand  four 

hundred  twenty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-' four  cents.  At  that  time  there  were  ten 

schools  in  the  two  towns — Chautauqua 
and  Pomfret — in  Chautauqua  County. 
In  1820  the  total  amount  invested  in  the 

state  was  one  million  one  hundred  sev- 

enty-two thousand  nine  hundred  thir- 
teen dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents  with 

a  revenue  of  eighty-one  thousand  seven 
hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  twenty 
cents.  In  1821  there  were  eleven  towns 

in  the  county  with  one  hundred  twenty- 
eight  school  districts.  There  were  one 

hundred  seventeen  log  school-houses. 
The  average  time  school  was  taught 

during  the  year  was  six  months ;  the 

number  of  pupils  in  attendance  was 

thirty-nine  hundred  sixty-eight  ;  the 
amount  of  public  money  received  was 

nine  hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and 

forty-five  cents. 
In  the  following  list  of  names  of 

teachers  doing  work  in  the  several 

towns  during  the  early  days  and  Log 

School-house  Period,  the  year  follows 
the  name  of  the  person  believed  to 

have  been  the  first  teacher  in  the  terri- 

tory of  the  ̂ present  town.  Kiantone  is 
classed  with  Carroll,  Dunkirk  with 

Pomfret  and  Jamestown  with  Ellicott. 
I  owe  much  to  the  assistance  and 

painstaking  effort  of  many  of  the  "old 
boys  and  girls"  as  well  as  those  of 
younger  years,  who  have  helped  to  gath- 

er this  record.  While  it  is  not  complete, 
it  is  better  than  none.  To  those  who 

could  have  given  other  names  and  have 

neglected  to  do  so,  we  say :  "There  is 

no  kick  coming  from  you  !"  The  many 
who  have  labored  earnestly  to  secure 

what  we  have,  know  the  effort  it  has 
taken. 

Arkwright — Horace  Clough,  181 1  ; 
Lucy  Dewey,  Parthena  Baldwin,  Levi 
Baldwin,  Chauncey  Tucker,  Andrus  H. 
Huyck,  Timothy  Cole,  James  Sprague 

Busti — Olive  Marsh,  1813;  Ransom 
J.  Smith,  Esther  Thompson,  Clarissa 
Blodgett,  David  Hatch,  Clark  Smith, 
Harry  Abbott,  Theron  S.  Bly,  Orsel 
Cook,  H.  Gifford,  Emri  Davis,  Frank 
Kidder. 

MADISON  BUKNELL. 

Carroll  and  Kiantone — Stephen  Rog- 
ers, 1813;  George  W.  Fenton,  Lucy 

Woodcock,  Elias  Woodcock,  Edward 

Aiken,  Josiah  Hall,  James  Hall,  Jona- 
than Wilson,  Lovain  Danforth,  Maria 

Merrell,  Jane  Darling,  Rebecca  Jones, 

Amos  Wheeler,  Orson  Weatherly,  Wil- 
liam Aiken,  Fletcher  Halliday,  Esther 

A.  Jones,  Horace  Jones,  Hiram  Aiken 
Elisha  Hall,  Abner  Jones,  James  Boyd 
Amasa  West. 

Charlotte — William  Gilmour,  1813; 

Fanny  Edson,  Eliakim  Forbush,  Emily 
Perrv,  Malinda  Patterson,  Daniel  B. 

Lake,  Peter  Robertson,  Francis  Burns, 

Philip  S.  Cottle,  Madison  Burnell,  Sam- 
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uel  T.  Boothe,  Curtis  Black,  Luthena 
P.  Lake. 

Chautauqua  —  Rev.  Amasa  West 
Jonathan  Leet,  Ebenezer  Curtice,  John 
E.  Marshall,  Simeon  Leet,  Liscomb 

Weeks,  Henry  P.  Sartwell,  Glenni  W. 

Scofield,  Timothy  Leet,  Eliza  Leet,  John 

F.  Phelps,  Franklin  Leet,  William  Leet, 
Sarah  A.  Morris. 

[I  am  unable  to  give  the  name  of  first  teacher  in 
Chautauqua  town.  There  was  a  school  there  in  1809  but 
I  am  unable  to  give  the  name  of  the  teacher.  Rev.  West 
taught  there  in  1811.] 

Cherry  Creek — Reuben  Cheney,  1818; 
Angeline  Pickering,  Charles  B.  Green, 
William    Lathrop,   Jarius   Nash,  Paul 

AN Ci KLINE  PICKERING. 
Hirst  school  teacher  in  the  town  of  Cherry  Creek. 

Hammond,  George  Spencer,  Royal 

Pierce,  Sarah  A.  Blaisdell,  Dolly  Shat- 
tuck. 

Clymer — Marie  Stowe,  1822;  Ros- 
well  VanBuren,  Warren  Street,  Olive 

Dexter,  Ira  F.  Gleason,  Beman  Brock- 
way,  Jesse  Brown,  Hercules  Rice,  Henry 

R.  Rice,  Cornelia  Rice,  Lucy  E.  Phin- 
ney,  Ann  Doolittle,  Betsey  Norris,  L. 

L.  Hager,  Mary  Sessions,  David  L. 
Gleason. 

Ellery — Dr.  Lazarus  Carey,  1808; 
Calvin  Cheney,  Eunice  Cheney,  Emily 

Bird,  Nathan  Cheney,  J.  Perkins,  Maria 

Savage,  C.  G.  Maples,  Frank  Burns, 
Emeline  Strong,  Patty  Sacket. 

Ellicott  and  Jamestown — Rev.  Amasa 
West,  1814;  Abner  Hazcltine,  Levi 

Cheney,  John  F.  Allen,  Austin  Nelson, 
Thomas  Walkup,  Orrel  Green,  Rebecca 

SOLOMON  JONES, 

Hayward,  James  Boutelle,  Philip  Smith. 

John  Hawley,  Lewis  C.  Todd,  Elisha 

Hall,  Isaac  Eddy,  Henry  GifTord,  Sam- 
uel Brown,  Richard  F.  Fenton,  Solo- 
mon Jones. 

Ellington — Milo  Camp,  1817;  Polly 

Forbes,  David  Clark  Spear,  Lovahan- 

na  Abbey,  Lucretia  Abbey,  Eme- 
line Wheeler,  Adaline  Page,  Peter 

Ingersol,  Sedate  Foote,  Jane  Bailey, 

Lovina  Camp,Philena  Foote, Harriet  A. 

Nichols,  Lernah  Lawrence,  Hull  Nick- 

urson,  Alfonso  Nickurson,  Joseph  Pal- 
mer, John  Ball,  John  E.  Farman,  Peter 

Robinson,  Calvin  Kingsley,  Harriet  E. 
Baldwin,  Elvira  Rider,  Eliza  Ann 

Goodwin,  Charles  D.  Foote,  Angeline 
LeBarron. 

French  Creek— R.  Chitsey,  1818;  Pol- 
ly Forbes,  Ande  Xoble,  Polly  Jones 

Cordelia  French,  Katharine  Terrv,  Wil- 
liam S.  Rice,  Mary  Terry,  Laura  Rice, 

J.  C.  Moses,  M.  A.  Knowlton,  Maria 
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Nobles,  Eliza  Wilson,  Esther  Gleason, 

Albert  Bush,  Harrison  Bennett,  David 

L.  Gleason,  Luceba  Kellogg. 

Gerry — Hannah  Johnson,  18:7;  Wil- 
liam Mullen,  Hull  Nickurson,  Ezra 

Richmond,  Minor  Savage,  Hiram  Aik- 

en, William  Shepardson,  Louisa  Walk- 
up,  Betsey  Gilmour,  Hiram  Sears,  Carey 
Briggs,  Orasmus  White,  Rowland  Cobb. 

Hanover — John  Sprague,  1808;  Mrs. 
Nancy  Hall,  Richard  Smith,  Philena 

Johnson,  Bertha  Rice,  Lyman  Gregory, 
Donald  Johnson,  Emily  Trask,  Bennett 

Radford,  Jarius  Handy,  Chalon  Bur- 
gess, Czarina  Burgess,  Marietta  Blod- 

gett,  William  Waith,  William  Hall,  B. 

C.  Pierce,  Julius  Gould,  Lewis  Merritt, 
Samuel  Burdick,  Samuel  Ellis,  Soph- 
rona  Gater. 

Plarmony  —  Abigail  Durfee,  1813; 
Eben  Pratt,  Electa  Jenner, Sarah  Marsh, 

Jesse  Smith,  Samuel  Brown,  John  Stew- 
ard, Orsel  Cook,  Abner  Lewis,  Jane 

Marsh,  Adeline  Muzzy,  Sophia  Muzzy, 
Daniel  Glidden,  William  Kelso. 

Mina — Elisha  Moore,  18.23;  Samuel 
Dickerson,  Cornelia  Woodhull,  Jane 

Carnehan,  Jane  McCormick,  Armelia 
Hawley,  David  Waldo,  Susan  Stone, 
Elizabeth  Stafford,  Hartwell  Haskell. 

Kasiah  Nason,  Sarah  Pullman,  Deborah 

Pullman,  Susan  Dobson,  Elizabeth 

Jackson,  Jannett  Bartlett,  George  H. 
Collyer. 

Poland — Betsey  Tracy,  1816;  Fletch- 
er Fenton,  W.  H.  Eenton,  Joel  Camp, 

Edward  Hicks,  Theda  Palmer,  Mrs. 
John  True,  Sarah  Griswold,  Nancy 

Smith,  E.  G.  Terry,  Nelson  Rowe,  Em- 
ory F.  Warren,  Phoebe  Parker,  Loro- 

hama  Abbey,  Seth  W.  Chandler,  Har- 
riet Baldwin,  Lovisa  Camp. 

Pomfret  and  Dunkirk — Samuel  Berry 
1809;  Mrs.  Olive  Woodcock,  Nathaniel 
Gray,  S.  Fitch,  Marietta  Blodgett, 
George  S.  Porter,  George  Leonard, 

George  W.  Gage,  John  P.  Hall,  Hiram 

Couch,  Thomas  Adams,  William  H.  Cut- 

ler, Betsey  Batcheller,  Manerva  Will- 
oughby. 

Portland — Anna  Eaton,  1810;  Au- 

gustine Klumph,  Polly  Price,  David 
Eaton,  Ethan  Fay,  Silas  Dinsmore, 
Luke  Drury,  Manerva  Willoughby,  Miss 
Kimball,  Gillett  Bacon,  Jewett  Prime, 

John  Nevens,  Hugh  Lowery,  Matilda 
Hulbert,  Mary  A.  Drake,  John  Rice, 

Nathaniel  Lowery,  Betsey  Thayer,  Aus- 
tin Stone,  Waterman  Delee,  Alexan- 

der Montgomery,  Julia  A.  Tower,  Peleg 
Whitteridge. 

Ripley — Anna  Eaton,  1809;  Anna 
Riddell, Polly  Shipboy,  Lucinda  Nichols, 

James  Macomber. 

Sheridan — Squire  White,  1808;  Wil- 
liam Griswold,  Julius  Gould,  James 

Gould,  Jane  Darling,  Newel  Gould,  Wil- 

JULIUS  GOULD. 

liam  King,  Dr.  Skinner,  H.  Rice,  Sey- 
mour Fitch,  Marilla  Gray,  Lydia  Spen- 

cer, Lydia  Willoughby. 

Sherman — Otis  Skinner,  1828;  Susan 
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Aldrich,  Simeon  Parks,  Mary  Parks. 

Mary  Pelton,  Lydia  McClanathan,  Ada- 
line  Troop,  Lydia  A.  Tanner,  Achsah 
Dean,  Harvey  Sheldon,  David  Stone. 

Henry  Blackman,  Uriah  S.  LaDue, 
Channcey  Sheldon. 

Stockton  —  Abigail  Dnrfee,  1 81 5  ; 
Hannah  Johnson,  Horace  Thompson, 

E.  S.  Eddy,  E.  P.  Stedman,  Isaac  Ari- 
drus,  G.  Todd,  H.  Crissey,  A.  Morse, 

Rozina  Lyon,  Amy  P>arnes,  Sarah  John- 
son, Pomilla  Shepard,  Polly  Shepard. 

Betsey  P.  Ketchum,  Jedidiah  Post,  L. 

Bump,  Philip  S.  Cottle,  Austin  Jen- 
nings, Morclecai  Look,  Lorain  Dan- 

forth,  Hervey  Johnson,  Ansel  Bnrr. 
Villenova — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown- 

Battles,  181 7 ;  John  Prosser,  Althia 

Spink,  Adaline  Tripp,  Abigail  Dibble, 
Adolphus  Lnmmis,  Francis  A.  Dighton, 

Lucius  JOnes,  Royal  Pierce,  Thomas 

Wilson,  Luther  B.  Scott,  Augustus  Par- 
sons, Willshear  Butterfield,  John  C. 

Dibble,  W.  A.  Gilbert,  Harvey  Mallory, 

James  Tower,  Betsey  Phillips,  T.  H. 
Searl. 

Westfield  —  Anna  Eaton,  1807; 

Amasa  West,  Polly  Shipboy,  Julia  Bai- 
ley, Ephraim  Cook,  Austin  Stone,  Silas 

Spencer,  Luke  Drury,  Wiseman  C. 

Nichols,  Harvey  Newcomb,  J.  Sackett, 
Walter  H.  Bidwell,  Asa  Hall. 

The  last  log  school-house  in  the  first 
or  west  commissioner  district,  to  make 

way  for  the  red  school-house,  was  lo- 

cated in  School  District  Thirty-one  of 
the  Town  of  Harmony,  and  known  as 

the  "Cherry"'  District,  from  the  fact 
that  the  building  was  constructed  of 

cherry  logs.  The  last  teacher  on  guard 

in  the  old  "Cherry"  was  Miss  Lucinda 
Smith,  now  Mrs.  A.  C.  Robertson  of 

Ashville.  This  log  fortress  surrendered 

in  1866.  The  last  log  school-house  in 
the  Second  or  Eastern  District  was  lo- 

cated in  District  Number  Ten,  Carroll. 

It  was  given  over  "to  the  bats  and 

moles"  in    1885.     Miss   Carrie  Wood 

now  Mrs.  Merriam  of  Falconer,  was 

the  last  teacher  in  a  log  school-house  in 
Chautauqua  County. 

It  is  an  "oft-told  tale"  that  during 
the  winter  of  1808  and  1809  George  W. 
Fenton,  father  of  the  late  Gov.  R.  E. 

Fenton,  taught  school  in  the  now  Town 
of  Carroll ;  that  many  of  the  large  boys, 

having  no  shoes,  came  to  school  bare- 
footed ;  that  after  stamping  the  snow 

from  their  feet  on  the  hearthstone  of 

the  fireplace,  they  were  quite  comfort- 
able during  school  hours.  While  there 

may  be  no  question  about  the  barefoot- 
ed boys,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 

date  is  "a  bit  early"  as  there  is  scarce 
a  record  of  settlement  at  that  time.  It 

is  an  unquestioned  fact  of  history,  that 

George  W.  Fenton  taught  the  first 
school  in  what  is  now  the  boro  of  War- 

ren, Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1806  and  1807.  Much 

as  we  may  dislike  to  surrender  the  hon- 

or, it  is  possible  that  it  was  the  Pennsyl- 

vania boys  who  executed  the  "barefoot 
act"  above  referred  to.  To  save  our 
reputation  for  tough-footed  boys,  it  is 
better  that  we  fix  the  date  as  1814,  at 

which  time  George  W.  Fenton  lived  in 
Carroll,  was  a  teacher,  and  there  were 

as  husky  boys  in  the  settlement  as  could 
be  found  in  this  or  the  neighboring 
state. 

The  early  teachers  during  the  Log 

School-house  Period,  were  paid  from 
twenty-five  to  filly  cents  per  day  and 

boarded  around  the  district.  Twenty- 

four  days  were  a  school  month  ;  teach- 
ers were  often  paid  in  farm  products  at 

the  market  price,  at  the  "cash  and  bar- 
ter" store  of  the  settlement.  In  1819 

Fletcher  Fenton  taught  school  in  the 
now  Town  of  Poland.  He  received  ten 

dollars  a  month  for  twenty-four  days 
and  accepted  his  pay  in  shingles  at  fifty 
cents  a  thousand.  The  holidays  during 

the  year  were  Fourth  of  July,  Thanks- 

giving and.  Christmas. 
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Mrs.  John  True,  an  early  teacher  in 
the  Town  of  Poland,  could  manage  the 

big  boys.  One  day  she  took  the  largest 

boy —  a  full-grown  man — by  his  coat 
collar  and  seat  of  his  trousers,  bundled 

him  through  the  door  and  took  her  boot 

away  from  him  as  he  was  going  out. 
Evidently  Mrs.  True  could  answer  to 

the  name  of  "School-master." 
Miss  Minerva  Willoughby  in  the  sum- 

mers of  1817  and  1818,  taught  school  in 

what  is  known  as  the  Willoughby  Dis- 
trict. She  received  fifty  cents  a  week 

and  boarded  herself.  Money  being 

scarce,  she  took  her  pay  from  a  store  in 

Fredonia.  She  accepted  a  wheel-head, 

a  pair  of  cards — for  preparing  flax  for 
spinning — and  a  bake-kettle,  all  of 
which  she  found  useful  after  her  mar- 

riage to  Joseph  Van  Yleit,  which  oc- 
curred in  181Q.  Their  daughter,  now 

Mrs.  S.  V.  Barton  of  Westfield,  taught 

a  school  at  Wright's  Corners  in  this 
county  in  1853,  receiving  one  dollar  and 
a  half  a  week,  and  boarded  around,  an 

increase  in  wages  of  over  two  hundred 

per  cent,  in  thirty-five  years. 

Educationally  considered,  the  second 

epoch  in  our  history  is  the  Red  School- 
house  Period,  extending  from  1825  to 

the  present  time.  The  first  little  red 

school-house  erected  in  Chautauqua 

County  was  built  in  the  Bowdish  Dis- 
trict in  the  Town  of  Portland  in  1817. 

The  name  of  the  first  teacher  was  Luke. 

Drury.  As  these  people's  colleges  were 
as  near  "alike  as  two  peas,"  a  descrip- 

tion of  one  of  them  built  in  1821  will  be 

sufficient  and  incidentally  give  an  in- 

sight into  the  way  the  proprietors  at- 
tended to  the  work  before  them.  The 

specifications  were  "the  building  to  be 
twenty-four  by  twenty  feet,  framed  with 
good  lumber,  studded  and  braced  ;  posts 
ten  feet  long ;  to  be  sided  with  good 
white  pine  siding ;  floor  to  be  double, 

the  upper  part  of  white  ash ;  to  be  ceiled 
on  the  inside  up  to  the  windows  ;  arched 

overhead ;  to  be  lathed  and  plastered ; 

chimney  to  be  built  of  brick ;  six  twelve 

lighted  windows,  glass  eight  by  ten  in- 
ches, and  four  panes  of  glass  over  the 

outside  door ;  an  entry  way  and  closet 

on  the  other  side  of  the  chimney ;  cov- 

ered with  pine  shingles;  to  be  under- 
pinned with  stone,  a  ditch  dug  to  the 

hard  pan  to  lay  stone  in,  the  wall  to  be 
laid  in  mortar  and  to  be  pointed  with 

lime  above  the  ground."  The  inside 
was  to  be  finished  after  plans  furnished, 

which  provided  for  a  row  of  desks  and 

seats  made  from  pine  boards  extend- 

AN  IDEAL  RED  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 
Located  in  District  No.  13,  Town  of  Hanover — Only  re- 

maining red  school  house  in  Chautauqua  County. 

ing  along  three  sides  of  the  room.  In 
front  of  the  desk  was  a  low  seat  for  the 

small  pupils.  There  was  a  cross-legged 

pine  top  table  for  the  teacher's  use. 
The  contract  price  for  the  building  was 

two  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars,  to  be 
paid  in  black  salts  of  lye  at  the  selling 

price,  one-half  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1821,  and  the  remainder  the  year 

following. 

In  1824,  the  plate,  box  or  Franklin 

stove  made  its  appearance  in  the  school- 

rooms, doing  away  with  the  fire-place 

with  andirons.  Blackboards  "were  dis- 

covered" and  placed  on  the  wall  back  of 

the  teacher's  desk,  in  1830.  In  1838  the 
library  money  became  available.  A  li- 

brarian was  appointed,  who,  with  the 
three  School  Trustees  constituted  the 
board  to  make  the  selection  of  books 

to  form  the  school  district  library.  In 

those  days  newspapers  were  scarce  and 
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magazines  unknown.  The  home  collec- 
tion of  books  in  an  intelligent  and  well- 

regulated  family,  consisted  of  a  copy 

of  the  Bible,  hymn-book,  Shakespeare, 

Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconverted,  The 

Pilgrim's  Progress,  Aesop's  Fables  and 

Young's  Night  Thoughts,  while  in 
many  these  were  not  to  be  found.  With 

these  conditions  facing  the  book  com- 
mittee there  was  small  demand  for  the- 

ory in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  The 

time  spent  in  making  a  wise — or  other- 

wise— selection  of  books  was  no  "con- 

tinuous round  of  pleasure"  or  season 

of  "smiles  and  buttered  parsnips."  The 
result  of  their  labors  is  told  in  the  fol- 

lowing list  of  books  selected  :  Hume's 
History  of  England ;  Rawling's  Ancient 

History,  Erskine's  Speeches,  Life  of 

Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson's  Notes  on 
Virginia,  Life  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 

Life  of  Francis  Marion  and  Pope's 
Essay  on  Man. 

These  books  and  others  of  like  char- 

acter added  each  year,  furnished  the 

intellectual  food  to  the  people  of  Chau- 

tauqua County  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 

tury. Not  till  after  T850  was  the  news- 
paper available  to  the  common  people 

as  a  medium  of  information  and  edu- 
cation. 

The  result  of  this  condition  was  the 

development  of  a  race  of  moral  and  in- 
tellectual giants.  Our  common  schools 

have  been  the  foundation  stone  on 

which  has  been  built  our  entire  school 

edifice.  They  have  been  to  society 
what  the  root  is  to  the  tree.  They  have 
been  the  source  of  our  moral,  social  and 

intellectual  life.  It  is  an  inspiration  to 

see  them  bearing  their  wealth  of  hon- 

ors in  the  glorious  sunlight  of  this  gen- 
eration. 

The  text  books  in  use  in  the  early  days 

of  the  Red  School-house  Period,  were 

the  English  Reader,  Columbian  Spel- 

ling Book,  Daboll  and  Adams's  Arith- 
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metic,  Olney's  Atlas  and  Geography, 

Murray,  Kirkham,  Bullion  and  Smith's 
Grammars,  soon  followed  by  Webster's 

and  Cobb's  Speller.  Many  of  the  "old 

boys  and  girls"  remember  "Pity  the  sor- 

rows of  a  poor  old  man"  ;  "I  am  mon- 
arch of  all  I  survey;"  "The  Lord  my 

pasture  shall  prepare  and  feed  me  with 

a  shepherd's  care,"  and  other  choice 
selections  from  the  English  Reader,  and 

never  forgetting  the  picture  in  the 

Spelling  Book,  and  the  words  of  the  old 

man,  who  is  made  to  say:  "Well! 
Well !  If  neither  words  nor  tufts  of 

grass  will  do,  I  will  try  what  virtue  there 
is  in  stone  !  Whereupon  he  pelted  the 

young  saucebox  until  he  was  glad  to 
hasten  down  from  the  tree  and  beg 

the  old  man's  pardon."  In  1845  Town's 
Elementary  Chart  was  placed  in  the 
school-room. 

Town's  and  Sander's  series  of  Read- 

ers and  Spellers,  Robinson's  and  Dav- 
ies's  series  of  Arithmetics,  Colburn's 

Mental  Arithmetic,  Morse's  New  Edi- 

tion of  Geography,  Brown's  Grammar. 
Olmstead's  Philosophy  and  Young's 
Science  of  Government  followed  for  a 

series  of  years.  These  made  way — and 

incidentally  trouble  to  teacher — for  the 

Union  and  Parker  and  Watson's  series 

of  Readers  and  Spellers,  Monteith's  and 
McNallv's  Geographies,  Covell,  Weld 
and  Clark's  Grammars — the  latter  with 

its  varied  supply  of  sausage-link  dia- 
grams. This  mixed  and  unsatisfactory 

combination  was  in  use  in  the  schools 

until  1866,  when  an  effort  was  made  by 

the  most  experienced  teachers  in  the 
county,  to  secure  a  uniformity  of  text 
books  for  all  the  schools.  The  books 

selected  were  the  Union  Series  of  Read- 

ers and  Spellers,  Robinson's  Course  of 
Mathematics,  Monteith  and  McNallv's 
series  of  Geographies,  Kerl's  Grammar, 
Ouackenbos's  United  States  History. 

Dalton's  Physiology,  Wells's  Philos- 

ophy,  Townsend's    Civil  Government, 
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Spencerian  Copy  Books  and  Webster's 
Dictionary. 

Later  changes  have  been  made  to 

meet  the  demands  required  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  arts  and  sciences,  but 

the  system  of  text  books  is  now  prac- 
tically uniform  in  all  the  public  schools 

of  the  county.  The  net  result  of  this 

uniformity  may  be  seen  in  the  following 

comparison.  In  the  years  from  1835 
to  1865  in  a  school  of  fifty  pupils,  there 

were  not  less  than  thirty-six  classes, 
while  in  1902,  the  number  of  classes 

or  periods,  is  less  than  twenty.  As  an 
object  lesson  illustrating  the  great 
changes  that  have  been  made,  I  quote 
from  a  letter  written  by  the  late  Hon. 

Henry  C.  Lake  : 

"In  the  vear  1843  I  taught  a  school 
four  months,  and  had  an  average  at- 

tendance of  one  hundred  and  six  pupils 
with  no  assistant,  with  scholars  from 

their  letters  to  philosophy,  chemistry 

and  algebra.  It  was  horrid !  and  the 
wonder  was,  I  had  the  reputation  ot 

teaching  a  good  school.  Now,  in  the 
same  territory  they  have  a  Union 

School,  with  not  much  larger  attend- 

ance, where  they  employ  eight  teach- 

ers." With  the  increase  ,  of  population  in 

the  cities  and  villages  of  the  county, 

the  red  school-house  gave  place  to  more 

pretentious  buildings,  in  which  were  or- 
ganized graded  District  Schools  of  two, 

three  or  more  departments,  known  as 

primary,  intermediate  and  higher. 
These  were  the  advance  guard  of  school 

progress  during  the  years  extending 
from  1840  to  1855. 

Much  as  I  would  like  to  do  so,  it  is 

outside  the  range  of  reasonable  possi- 
bilities for  me  to  give  the  names  of  the 

earnest  and  painstaking  teachers  who 

did  work  in  our  schools  during  the  lit- 
tle red  school-house  period.  The  list 

would  be  a  directory  of  a  large  portion 

of  the  intelligent  men  and  women  who 

have  lived  in  our  county  in  the  last 

seventy-five  years.  The  records  have 
been  secured  which  will  furnish  the 

names  of  this  army  of  educators,  should 

they  be  desired. 

The  saying  "Facts  are  stubborn 

things"  was  entirely  true  when  lodged 
in  the  hearts  and  brains  of  the  settlers, 

or  proprietors,  as  they  were  then  called. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  the  organ- 
ization of  schools,  the  selection  and  re- 

moval of  school  sites,  and  the  building 

of  school  -  houses  were  accomplished 
without  friction,  caused  always,  almost 

always,  by  an  honest  difference  of  opin- 
ion ;  that  school  officers  rested  on  beds 

of  roses  during  their  term  of  office.  The 

Holland  Land  Company  was  liberal  to 
church  and  school.  Any  land,  to  the 

extent  of  one-fourth  of  an  acre,  re- 

quired for  school  purposes  was  given, 
provided  the  site  required  had  not  been 

"articled"  to  a  settler.  If  this  had  been 
clone  it  was  not  a  difficult  task  to  ar- 

range with  the  settler  to  move  his  fence 
back  and  sell  to  the  district  a  small 

patch  of  land  on  which  a  school-house 
could  be  built. 

To  change  the  location  of  a  site, 

when  once  occupied,  was  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent proposition.  Each  settler  wished 

the  school  in  his  immediate  vicinity,  and 

an  effort  to  make  a  change  was  the 

cause  of  contests  that  were  sharp,  se- 
vere and  sometimes  long  continued. 

It  became  a  saying,  which  was  true  in 

letter  and  spirit,  "it  is  easier  to  move 
a  burying  ground  than  to  change  the 

site  for  a  school-house."  I  am  per- 
mitted to  quote  the  words  of  Dr.  H.  C. 

Tavlor  in  his  excellent  history  of  the 

Town  of  Portland,  relating  to  the  loca- 
tion of  school-houses.  What  was  true 

of  one  is  true  of  all  the  towns.  He 

says : 

"In  searching  the  various  school  rec- 
ords in  the  town,  a  large  amount  of 

shrewdness  is  seen  to  have  existed  and 
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sharp  practice  resorted  to,  in  determin- 
ing the  sites  of  their  houses  that  might 

have  been  no  discredit,  as  far  as  ability 

was  concerned,  to  the  titled  representa- 

tives of  the  same  rural  constituency." 
While  this  was  true  as  regards  loca- 

tion of  a  site,  the  time  to  discover 

"blood  on  the  moon"  was  when  an 
effort  was  made  to  change  the  site.  To 

the  credit  of  the  proprietors  be  it  said, 

"the  majority  ruled,"  and  recourse  to 
law,  always  an  expensive  luxury,  to  pre- 

vent the  carrying  out  the  will  of  the 

majority,  "fairly  expressed,"  was  sel- 
dom known  ;  but,  it  was  wonderful  what 

possibilities  for  discussion  and  differ- 
ence of  opinion  clustered  around  the 

words:  "Fairly  expressed."  With  this 
point  settled  all  else  was  harmonious. 

From  the  time  of  the  organization  of 

our  schools  in  1814  to  1 841,  their  sup- 
ervision was  by  Town  Commissioners 

and  Inspectors.  In  the  latter  year  a 

Deputy  Superintendent  for  the  county 

was  elected  by  the  Board  of  Supervis- 
ors. In  1843  a  County  Superintendent 

of  Schools  was  elected  by  the  Board, 

and  a  Town  Superintendent  for  each 

town,  by  the  electors  at  Town  Meeting. 
The  list  of  names  of  Superintendents 
elected  in  the  several  towns  of  the  coun- 

ty is:  Arkwright,  Isaac  C.  Cole;  Busti, 

Hiram  E.  Knapp;  Carroll,  David  Boyd; 

Charlotte,  Ransom  Burnell ;  Chautau- 
qua, Oliver  P.  Harwood ;  Cherry  Creek, 

Jarvis  Nash ;  Clymer,  Artemas  Ross ; 

Ellery,  George  W.  Griffith;  Fllicott, 
Rufus  Jones;  Ellington,  Harris  Aldrich  ; 
French  Creek,  David  L.  Gleason ; 

Gerry,  Hiram  Sears ;  Hanover,  Amos 

K.  Avery ;  Harmony,  Abner  Lewis, 

Mina,  Orvis  Mann ;  Poland,  Jarius 

Briggs ;  Pomfret,  George  Lathrop ; 

Portland,  Joseph  Corell ;  Ripley,  Al- 
bert Dickson;  Sheridan,  Newel  Gould; 

Sherman,  Richard  Buss;  Stockton, 

Judge  L.  Bugbee ;  Yillenova,  Oren  S. 
Harmon;  Westfield,  C.  Cv  Burch. 

In  the  year  1856  the  office  of  School 
Commissioner  was  created,  one  being 

elected  in  each  Assembly  District.  The 

names  of  those  holding  the  office  in  this 

county  are :  First  District,  Amasa 

Moses,  George  W.  Putnam,  Charles 

Hathaway,  Phin  M.  Miller,  Alonzo  C. 
Pickard,  Henry  O.  Ames,  Thomas  J. 
Pratt,  Charles  H.  Wicks. 

Second  District — Orasmus  A.  White 
Lucius  Hurlbut,  Andrew  P.  White, 

James  McNaughton,  Wellington  Wood- 
ward, Lucius  M.  Robertson,  J.  Ebene- 

zer  Almy,  Emmons  J.  Swift.  Chapter 

two  hundred  sixty-three  of  the  Laws  of 

1885  reorganized  the  School  Commis- 
sioner Districts,  making  the  number 

three,  in  the  county.  The  names  of 

Commissioners  since  the  re-organiza- 
tion are : 

First  District — Charles  H.  Wicks. 

Clyde  C.  Hill,  Grant  E.  Neill,  Pratt  J. 
Marshall. 

Second  District — Emmons  J.  Swift 
Winfield  A.  Holcomb. 

Third  District — James  R.  Flagg, 

James  S.  Wright. 

The  first  Teachers'  Institute  in  Chau- 
tauqua County  was  held  at  Mayville 

in  October,  1846.  The  officers  were 

Worthy  Putnam,  County  Superintend- 
ent ;  Darwin  A.  Eaton,  Principal ;  John 

C.  Moses,  Ebenezer  Curtice,  First  As- 
sistants ;  Stephen  H.  Shaw,  Fordyce  A. 

Allen,  John  Phetteplace,  W.  S.  Bradley, 

George  G.  Blanchard,  Richmond  Put- 
nam, Mary  R.  Terry  and  Adaline 

Muzzy,  Second  Assistants.  There  were 

one  hundred  twenty-four  teachers  in 
attendance.  In  1847,  the  state  having 

made  an  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  Institutes,  the  session  was  held  at 

Mayville  with  same  Superintendent, 

Principal  and  First  Assistants.  The 
Second  Assistants  were  Emerson  W. 

Keyes,  George  H.  Collier,  F.  A.  Allen, 
H.  S.  Bradley,  Loren  B.  Sessions.  Mary 

R.    Terry,    Catharine    Terry.  Adaline 



40 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Muzzy  and  Clarissa  Harris.  The  lec- 
turers were  David  P.  Page  and  Darwin 

A.  Eaton  of  the  Albany  Normal  School ; 
L.  M.  Curtice  and  Victor  M.  Rice  of 

Buffalo ;  Worthy  Putnam  and  James 
Parker  of  Chautauqua.  There  were 

one  hundred  sixty-six  teachers  en- 
rolled. 

The  abolishing  of  the  office  of 

County  Superintendent  in  1847  the 

educational  interests  without  a  recog- 
nized head  in  separate  counties  until 

1856,  when  the  office  of  School  Com- 
missioner was  created.  Soon  after. 

County  Institutes  were  organized;  a 

corps  of  competent  instructors  was  pro- 
vided by  the  state  department  and  the 

teachers  of  the  county  were  in  attend- 
ance. The  number  in  1863  was  five 

hundred  eighty-three;  in  1868  was  five 

hundred  two;  in  1873  was  three  hun- 
dred six  ;  in  1878  was  one  hundred  sixty- 

two  ;  and  in  1883  was  two  hundred  six- 

ty-seven. During  these  years — until 
1873 — the  institutes  were  in  session  for 
ten  days.  Attendance  was  voluntary 
and  they  were  the  largest  institutes  held 

in  the  state.  Following  this  County  In- 
stitutes were  held  for  five  days  until 

1885.  Since  that  date  District  Institutes 

have  been  held  until  1901,  when  a  joint 
institute  of  the  three  districts,  and  the 

Cities  of  Dunkirk  and  Jamestown,  was 

held  for  a  term  of  five  days.  The  num- 
ber of  teachers  and  members  of  training 

classes  in  attendance  was  four  hundred 

eighty-eight. 

The  Chautauqua  County  Teachers' 
Association  was  organized  at  Stockton. 

Chautauqua  County,  during  the  holiday 
week  of  1861  and  1862.  Teachers  from 

Westfield  and  Fredonia  walked  to 

Stockton  to  attend  the  meeting ;  among 
these  were  Charles  Hathaway,  H.  B. 
Rolfe  of  Westfield  and  R.  E.  Post  of 

Fredonia.  Sinclairville,  Mayville  and 

Jamestown  teachers  being  over  the 

ridge,  had  the  benefit  of  the  snowfall  and 

sleighing.  The  association  was  organ- 
ized and  has  held  annual  and  semi-an- 

nual meetings  to  the  present  time. 

Fredonia  Academy,  the  first  organ- 
ized in  Chautauqua  County,  was  incor- 

porated November  25,  1824.  It  was 
opened  to  pupils  October  4,  1826,  and 
continuously  maintained  until  1867, 

when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Academic 

Department  of  the  Fredonia  State  Nor- 
mal and  Training  School.  February  23, 

1830,  it  was  placed  on  the  roll  of  the 

Regents.  The  original  Trustees  were 
Gen.  Leverett  Barker,  President ;  Sam- 

uel Marsh,  Isaac  Harmon,  Carlton 

Todd,  Henry  Bosworth,  Walter  Smith, 

Elijah  Risley,  Jr.,  Charles  Burrett,  Gil- 
bert Douglass,  Elisha  Shepard,  Orrin 

McClure,  Daniel  Gurnsey,  Philo  Orton, 
Thomas  G.  Abell,  Squire  White,  John 

Crane,  Secretary,  and  James  Mullett,  Jr. 
The  first  instructors  were  Austin 

Smith,  Preceptor ;  George  Porter,  As- 
sistant. The  attendance  during  the  first 

year  was  one  hundred  thirty-four,  of 

which  seventy-nine  were  male  and  fiftv- 
five  female.  These  were  from  thirteen 

towns  in  the  county,  seven  counties  in 

the  state,  and  four  states.  During  the 

forty-two  years  of  its  educational  life, 
more  than  ten  thousand  pupils,  repre- 

senting nearly  every  state  and  terri- 
tory, the  provinces  of  England  and  lands 

beyond  the  sea,  were  in  attendance. 

The  list  of  principals  during  the  time 

is  :  Hon.  Austin  Smith,  Joseph  E.  East- 
man, Rev.  Mr.  Bradley,  Henry  Chaney, 

Charles  H.  Palmer,  F.  A.  Redington, 
Charles  A.  Seely,  David  H.  Cochran, 

Daniel  J.  Pratt  and  Homer  T.  Fuller. 

Mayville  Academy  was  incorporated 

April  24,  1834,  and  placed  on  the  Re- 
gents' roll  February  5,  1839.  The 

first  Trustees  were  William  Pea- 

cock, Benjamin  Evans,  William  Green, 
Martin  Prendergast,  Samuel  Willing. 
William  T.  Howell,  Ebenezer  P.  Upham, 

Jabez  B.  Burrows,  Hezekiah  Tinkcom, 



CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION. 41 

Anselm  Potter  and  William  Smith.  The 

names  of  the  Principals  are  William  L. 

Stuart,  D.  C.  Thum,  W.  H.  Marsh,  Jesse 
Elliott,  P.  P.  Kidder,  William  Learned, 

George  W.   Lawton,  Alanson  Wedge 

One  in  1863.  The  people  of  Jamestown 

accepted  the  trust  and  the  Academy  was 
made  a  portion  of  the  Jamestown  Union 

School  and  Collegiate  Institute. 

Westfield  Academy  was  incorporated 

JAMESTOWN  ACADEMY,  1836. 

and  F.  A.  Hall.  On  May  15,  1868,  the 

Trustees  of  the  Academy  conveyed  the 

property  to  the  Mayville  Union  School 

which  was  organized  in  1867  and  May- 

ville Academy  became  the  Academic  De- 
partment of  the  Mayville  Union  High 

School. 

Jamestown  Academy  was  incorporat- 
ed April  16,  1836,  and  placed  on  the 

Regents'  roll  February  5,  1839.  The 
first  Trustees  were  Hon.  Elial  T. 

Foote,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Abner 

Lewis,  Samuel  Barrett,  Abner  Hazel- 

tine,  W.  W.  Chandler,  Judson  South- 
land, Rufus  Pier,  Nathaniel  A.  Lowry. 

Adolphus  Fletcher  and  Horace  Allen. 

The  principals  were  Lysander  Farrar, 

George  W.  Parker,  Charles  G.  Hazel- 
tine,  Edward  A.  Dickinson,  Rufus  King. 
In  1866  the  Trustees  voted  to  unite  the 

Academy  with  the  Union  School  which 
was  established  under  the  name  of 

Union   Free   School   District  Number 

May  5,  1837,  and  placed  on  the  Regents' 
roll  February  5,  1839.  The  first 
Trustees  were  Jonathan  Cass,  Joel 

Bradley,  William  H.  Seward,  Abram 

Dixon,  Joshua  R.  Babcock,  William  W. 

WESTFIELD  ACADEMY,  1837. 

Cowden,  James  McClurg,  Gideon  Good- 
rich, A.  W.  Baldwin,  Brown  Blair,  Aus- 

tin Smith,  Erastus  D.  Dean,  Samuel 

Budlong,  John  N.  Reynolds  and  Hugh 
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W.  Lowery.  The  names  of  its  Princi- 
pals during  its  period  of  history  are 

John  M.  Keep,  Theodore  Gay,  Lorenzo 
Parsons,  Alexander  Montgomery,  J.  E. 

Pillsbury,  Edward  M.  Johnson,  John  C. 
Donaldson,  Theodore  Beard,  S.  Gerard 

Nye,  Charles  H.  Brown,  John  C.  Long. 
Charles  E.  Lane  and  Abram  Brown. 

In  1868  the  Academy  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Union  School  as  the  Academic 

Department  of  the  Westfield  Hiqh 
School. 

Ellington  Academy  was  organized 
March  30,  185 1.     The  Trustees  were 

ferring  the  Academy  property  to  Union 
School  District  Number  Two,  of  the 

Town  of  Ellington,  and  it  became  the 

Academic  Department  of  the  Ellington 

High  School. 
Dunkirk  Academy  was  incorporated 

May  1,  1837,  with  the  following  Trus- 
tees: Ezra  Williams,  Ernest  Mullett. 

James  VanBuren,  George  H.  French, 
David  McDonald,  Horace  Pemberton 

Levi  Parsons,  Timothy  Stillman,  Walter 
Smith,  William  Mellen,  Walter  Chester 
and  C.  H.  S.  Williams.  The  names  of 

the  principals  are  Abner  Taylor,  Ebene- 
zer  R.  Thompson,  Timothy  Stillman 

WESTFIELD  ACADEMY,  1808. 

Jeremiah  Baldwin,  John  F.  Farnham, 

Hosea  Felt,  Charles  B.  Green,  Benja- 
min Barnard,  Myron  Walden,  John  M, 

Farnham,  Seth  W.  Chandler,  Mason 

D.  Hatch,  Cary  Briggs,  Jeremiah  Ells- 
worth and  Andrew  P.  White.  It  was 

placed  on  the  Regents'  roll  February  n, 
1853.  Names  of  Principals  are  W.  C.  J. 
Hall,  A.  Marsh,  John  C.  Long,  Hiram 
Ward,  A.  C.  Moon,  Miss  M.  Smith, 

Ruggles  E.  Post  and  W.  E.  Stevenson. 

March  23,  1871,  the  Board  of  Trus- 

tees under  section  seventeen  of  Chap- 
ter four  hundred  thirty-three  of  the 

Laws  of  1853,  passed  a  resolution  trans- 

Boutelle,  Clapp,  Nichols,  James  Bout- 
well. 

In  the  vear  1859,  the  Academy  proper- 
ty was  conveyed  to  the  Union  School 

District  and  became  the  Academic  De- 

partment of  the  same. 
Under  the  law  of  1841,  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  elected  Alonzo  Parsons 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Mr. 
Parsons  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Otis- 

co,  Onondaga  County,  New  York,  in 
1806.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Homer  Academy  and  was  graduated 

from  Hamilton  College  in  1833.  He  en- 
gaged in  teaching  at  Springville,  Erie 
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County,  New  York,  afterward  at  West- 
field,  where  he  resided  while  Superin- 

tendent of  Schools.  He  was  a  man  of 

ability,  a  thorough  teacher,  and  did 
good  work  in  the  educational  field.  He 
died  in  Westfield  in  1868. 

The  law  of  1843  abolished  the  offices 
of  Town  Commissioner  and  Inspector, 
and  created  the  offices  of  Town  and 

County  Superintendent,  the  former  to 
be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  several 

towns  ;  the  latter  by  the  Board  of  Sup- 
ervisors. 

During  the  years  1842  and  1843,  there 

appeared  a  bright  particular  star  in  the 

WORTHY  PUTNAM 
First  County  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

educational  firmament  which  attracted 

the  attention  of  all.  It  was  "the  star  in 

the  east,"  the  token  of  better  things ! 
The  herald  bearing  glad  tidings  to  the 

common  people  ;  the  educational  Moses 

of  Chautauqua  County,  who  in  the  face 

of  opposition — from  those  who  saw  as 

through  a  glass,  darkly — fought  a  good 

fight,  the  results  of  which  we  are  en- 
joying today.  Worthy  Putnam  was 

elected  County  Superintendent  in  1843. 
To  him,  more  than  to  any  other  person, 

living  or  dead,  Chautauqua  County  owes 

a  debt  of  love  and  gratitude  for  honest 

effort,  intelligent  and  progressive  ac- 
tion, which  resulted  in  developing  a 

healthy  sentiment  throughout  the  coun- 

ty, in  favor  of  popular  and  universal  ed- 
ucation. The  educational  life  and  work 

of  this  man  is  so  much  a  part  of  our 

school  history  that  it  calls  for  extended 
notice. 

Worthy  Putnam,  son  of  Andrew  and 
Azuba  (Stanhope)  Putnam,  was  the 

youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  children. 
He  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Madison 

County,  New  York,  October  11,  181 1. 
He  was  of  the  Putnam  and  Stanhope 

stock  of  Old  and  New  England.  In 

1817  he  removed  with  his  father  to 

Stockton,  New  York.  In  1847  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  Sinclair,  who  died  in  1855 

He  married  Mary  E.  Dalrymple  in  1856 

who  died  September  17,  1901.  He  died 

April  10,  1887,  at  Berrian  Springs, 

Berrian  County,  Michigan,  and  is  bur- 
ied there.  Like  Abraham  Lincoln,  he 

came  from  the  lower  walks  of  life.  He 

was  in  many  ways  a  self-made  man 
Plis  youth  was  passed  among  the  logs 

and  stumps  of  his  father's  farm.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  the  red  school-house, 
and  later  of  the  Cassadaga  Swamp. 

Later  in  life  he  placed  himself  under 

the  special  instruction  of  noted  masters 
of  oratory. 

Tn  my  early  years,  my  father  tried  to 
keep  me  out  of  mischief,  by  having  me 
with  an  axe  on  my  shoulder,  follow  him 
on  his  trips  down  the  Cassadaga  Creek 

to  the  "Forks,"  thence  up  the  Bear 
Creek,  along  the  line  of  his  trapping 

trail.  On  lot  seventeen  of  the  IV  Town- 

ship and  Nil  Range,  near  the  "Forks" 
and  at  least  half  a  mile  from  any  clear- 

ing, there  was  a  bunch  of  hemlock  trees 
standing  close  together.  Up  among  the 
limbs  of  three  of  these  trees  there  was 

a  platform  made  of  slabs,  resting  011 

poles  which  reached  from  limb  to  limb. 

This  was  the  "High  School  and  LTni- 
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versity"  from  which  Worthy  Putnam 
graduated — and  with  honors.  Here,  in 
the  stillness  of  the  woods,  he  forged  out 

of  his  brain  a  complete  system  of  elocu- 
tion and  oratory,  and  demonstrated 

from  this  platform,  the  beauty,  strength 
and  use  of  it.  He  was  one  of  the  most 

finished  and  perfect  platform  speakers 
America  has  ever  produced.  The  result 
of  his  labor  in  the  woods  he  placed  in 

manuscript  and  gave  to  the  world  in 

1854,  under  the  title  of  "Putnam's  Elo- 

cution and  Oratory."  It  is  a  book  of 
four  hundred  pages  and  has  furnished 
the  ideas,  theories  and  systems  which 

have  since  been  placed  before  the  pub- 
lic. It  has  received  the  commendation 

of  leading  educators  everywhere,  and 
todav  there  is  no  work  more  complete 

and  practical  than  this.  After  his  school 
work  had  closed  he  took  a  full  course 

in  medicine.  Later,  he  began  the  study 

of  law,  and  in  1859  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  all  the  courts  of  this  state.  In 

i85o  he  removed  to  Valparaiso,  Indiana 

where  he  followed  the  profession  of  law 
until  called  to  the  chair  of  elocution  and 

oratory  in  a  leading  college  in  the  west. 

The  remaining  years  of  his  life  were 

spent  among  the  teachers,  clergymen 
and  professors  in  the  High  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  Ohio,  Iowa  and  Michigan 

until  1868,  when  he  was  appointed  Cir- 
cuit Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan. 

In  <  )ctober,  1843,  he  was  elected 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and 

his  salary  was  fixed  at  five  hundred  dol- 

lars a  year.  He  was  continued  in  this  of- 
fice until  T847  when  the  office  was  abol- 

ished. Upon  taking  the  office,  he  pub- 
lished and  distributed  an  address  to  all  of 

the  people  of  the  county.  The  following 

are  points  in  his  own  words:  "First. 
In  the  execution  of  my  duties,  I  shall 
advise  with  the  parent  and  show  how  he 

may  save  money  and  the  service  of  his 

child  by  having  a  good  school  in  his  dis- 

trict. Second.  The  construction  oi 

school-houses  will  claim  my  particular 
exertions  with  a  view  to  public  credit 
for  neatness  and  taste,  convenience  and 

durability,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
health  of  the  school.  Third.  To  con- 

vince teachers  that  it  is  their  duty  and 

interest  to  make  their  profession  hon- 

orable; that  they  should  thoroughly  un- 
derstand the  sciences  required  to  be 

taught ;  that  they  should  be  masters  of 
the  science — how  to  teach;  that  their 

remuneration  for  their  services  and  rep- 

utations should  depend  upon  their  mer- 
its. Fourth.  I  will  endeavor  to  be  to 

all  the  scholars,  an  inspector,  instructor 

and  friend;  to  animate  them  with  a  no- 

ble emulation,  not  to  rise  above  one  an- 

other, but  above  ignorance  and  dishon- 

orable feelings.  The  young  and  gener- 
ous nature  of  scholars  needs  but  to  be 

encouraged  and  stimulated,  and  it  is  'on 
fire  for  action'."  His  conclusion  is : 
"Fellow  citizens  !  who  of  us  does  not  feel 

an  ardent  desire  for  the  honor  and  pros- 
perity of  Chautauqua  County  ?  Our  soil 

is  rich  by  nature,  rich  by  cultivation  and 

rich  in  production.  Let  us  then  make 

our  country  rich  in  the  cultivation  of 
mind.  Let  us  foster  our  common 

schools  with  peculiar  care.  They  are 

the  dawnings  of  a  future  day ;  the  con- 
ditions of  a  future  age.  Let  us  make 

that  dawning  brilliant  and  promising. 
Let  us  raise  the  conditions  of  our  com- 

mon schools,  so  that  their  influence  will 

pass  our  county  lines  and  extend  to  state 
and  nation.  Who  does  not  desire  to 

make  our  county  an  educational  bea- 
con light  to  the  world?  Let  us  adopt 

for  it  'more  elevated'  the  noble  motto 
of  New  York.  Let  us  educate  our 

youth  in  such  a  manner,  that  when  they 
are  abroad,  they  may  say  with  an  honest 

pride,  they  were  teachers,  or  were 

taught,  in  Chautauqua  County." 
During  the  winter  term  of  1843-4, 

there  were  three  hundred  three  schools 
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in  this  county.  Mr.  Putnam  visited 

two  hundred  of  these  in  a  period 

of  sixteen  weeks ;  one  hundred  six- 

ty-six had  male  teachers ;  the  aver- 

age price  of  wages  a  month — for 
twenty-four  days — was  twelve  dollars 

and  sixty-three  cents.  The  highest  price 

paid  was  twenty-five  dollars,  the  lowest 
was  five  dollars  a  month.  Thirty-four 
schools  had  female  teachers ;  the  aver- 

age salary  paid  them  was  six  dollars  a 
month;  the  highest  was  ten  dollars,  the 

lowest  four  dollars  a  month.  The  age 

of  the  oldest  male  teacher  was  forty- 
five  years  ;  of  the  youngest  fifteen  years  ; 

the  oldest  female  teacher  was  twenty- 
nine  ;  the  youngest  sixteen  years  ;  the 

best  school-house  in  the  county  was  in 
District  Number  Sixteen,  Town  of  Han- 

over. The  whole  number  of  schools 

visited  during  the  year  was  three  bun 

dred  sixty-six  ;  number  of  different 

schools  visited  two  hundred  eighty- 

four  ;  number  visited  twice  thirty-two ; 

number  not  visited  during  the  year  thir- 

ty-one ;  number  not  in  session  at  the 

time  of  visitation,  twenty-one;  number 
in  session  not  reached  during  year,  ten ; 
number  of  schools  visited  with  the 

Town  Superintendent,  two  hundred  six  ; 

number  of  common  schools  in  the  coun- 

ty three  hundred  fifteen ;  number  of 

frame  school-houses,  two  hundred  fifty- 
six  ;  log,  forty ;  brick,  fourteen  ;  stone, 

five ;  number  with  one  school-room, 
three  hundred  six ;  number  with  two 

or  more  rooms,  nine;  number  of  child- 

ren of  school  age  in  the  county,  eigh- 

teen thousand  two  hundred  sixty-seven. 

Teachers'  classes  were  formed  at  a  cen- 
tral point  in  each  town  for  drill  each 

year,  conducted  by  the  county  and  town 

Superintendents.  Town  celebrations 

were  held  in  each  town,  at  which  the 

several  schools  entered  the  lists  in 

friendly  competition  to  excel.  These 

were  attended  by  the  County  Superin- 

tendent. This  is  an  outline  of  the  work 

performed  by  him. 

It  was  during  these  years  that  there 

appeared  in  bold  characters,  written  by 
Mr.  Putnam  on  the  walls  over  the  door 

and  windows  inside  the  school-room 

those  mottoes  which  all  the  old  boys  and 

girls  remember  with  pleasure.  They 

were :  "Thou  God  seest  me,"  "A  time 

and  place  for  everything  in  school," 
"Love  to  God  and  man,"  "Take  fast 

hold  of  instruction,"  "Get  wisdom — get 

understanding — forget  it  not,"  "Virtue 
and  intelligence  are  the  safe-guards  of 

the  nation,"  "Order  is  Heaven's  first 

law,"  "A  kind  word  costs  nothing," 

"When  another  speaks,  give  attention," 

"Knowledge  is  power,"  "Become  learn- 
ed and  virtuous  and  you  will  be  great  ; 

Love  God  and  serve  Him  and  you  will 

be  happy."  I  am  old-fashioned  enough 
to  wish  that  some  of  these  mottoes 

might  rind  a  place  on  the  walls  of  our 

school-rooms  in  T902 — but — I  am  not 
here  to  speak  treason. 

Mr.  Putnam  was  a  strong  force  in 

the  educational  gatherings  of  the  state. 
Horace  Mann,  known  as  one  of  the 

world's  greatest  educators,  in  a  letter 
written  by  him  July  27,  1846,  savs : 

"You  bespeak  my  sympathy  and 
counsel  in  behalf  of  your  children,  for 
yours  I  must  call  them;  that  sympathy 
and  counsel  are  spontaneously  readv 

for  you.  The  highly  commendatory 
account  which  you  gave  of  them  at  the 

late  convention  of  County  Superintend- 

ents at  Albany — where  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  you — and  the  beautiful 

specimen  writing  books  prepared  by 
them,  which  you  exhibited,  could  not 
fail  to  make  the  schools  of  your  county 
conspicuous  objects  of  attention,  and  to 

command  my  praise,  as  1  believe  they 
did  that  of  every  other  beholder.  I 
have  since  mentioned  those  admirably 
executed  books  to  school  children  in 
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Massachusetts  to  incite  them  to  greater 

diligence  and  effort." 
The  written  address  of  Horace  Mann 

addressed  to  the  children  of  Chautau- 

qua County,  is  one  of  the  gems  of  liter- 
ary thought,  covering  the  philosophy 

of  educational  development.  The  op- 

ening sentence  is:  "My  dear  children 
and  friends,  scholars  in  the  schools  of 

Chautauqua  County."  This  address  of 
nearly  five  twenty-inch  columns  of  solid 
matter,  was  printed  and  placed  in  each 

school-room  and  district  library  in  the 
county.  At  its  head,  in  great  primer 

type,  were  these  words:  "One  copv  of 
this  address  to  be  substantiallv  put  up 

in  every  school-room  in  the  county. 
Parents  will  read  it  to  their  children ; 

teachers  to  their  pupils." 

Here  we  find  America's  greatest 
school-master  joining  hands  with  Chau- 

tauqua in  a  labor  of  love.  This  was  in- 

deed "praise  from  Sir  Rupert."  Horace 
Mann  was  an  admirer  and  loyal  friend 
of  Worthy  Putnam,  who  for  five  years 

gave  his  time,  brain  and  energy  to  the 

schools  of  our  county.  Our  language 

shows  its  poverty  of  words  in  an  at- 
tempt fairly  to  express  the  magnitude 

of  Chautauqua  County's  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  Worthy  Putnam  for  deeds  well 

performed  in  the  cause  of  popular  edu- 
cation. 

The  "red  school-house"  teachers  in 
the  early  days  received  from  six  to 

twenty  dollars  a  month,  of  twenty-four 

and  later  twenty-two  days,  and  boarded 
around  the  district.  Later  the  pay  was 
increased,  and  the  teacher  secured  a 

home  in  one  place,  doing  away  with 
the  unheaithful  custom  of  sleeping  in 

all  the  "spare  beds"  in  the  district,  and 
the  other  well-meant  privilege,  of  sleep- 

ing with  the  children,  as  a  preventive  of 

home-sickness,  on  the  part  of  the  teach- 

er. The  saying  "Teacher,  our  folks  are 
going  to  kill  hogs  next  week,  and  they 

want  you  to  come  there  and  board," 
has  become  obsolete. 

Amasa  Cassius  Moses  was  the  first 

School  Commissioner  in  the  First  Dis- 

trict of  Chautauqua  County.  He  was 

appointed  to  the  office  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  Legislature  passed 

April  12,  1856.  His  term  of  office 

expired  December  31,  1857.  He  was 

born  at  Ticonderoga,  New  York,  Au- 
gust 22,  1826.  The  name  of  his  father 

was  Hiram,  of  his  mother  Betsey  Camp- 

bell Moses.  He  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the*  common  schools  until 

1844  when  he  attended  the  Westfield 

Academy,  his  parents  having  removed 
to  the  now  Town  of  French  Creek  in 

1842.  He  began  teaching  at  an  early 

age.  After  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in 

the  High  School  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Later  he  was  appointed  Assessor  of  the 
United  States  internal  revenue  in  this 

county-  In  1 87 1  he  removed  to  Great 
Bend,  Barton  County,  Kansas,  where 
he  died  February  9,  1887.  I  quote  the 

words  of  another  who  says :  "One  of 
the  most  conspicuous  features  of  Mr. 

Moses  was  faithfulness.  He  was  al- 

ways generous,  painstaking  and  self- 

sacrificing." Orsamus  Alexander  White  was  the 

first  School  Commissioner  in  the  Sec- 
ond District  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 

was  appointed  to  the  office  under  the 
provisions  of  an  pet  of  the  Legislature 

passed  April  12,  1856.  His  term  of 
office  expired  December  31,  1857.  He 

was  born  at  Brookfield,  Madison  Coun- 
ty, New  York,  October  4,  1819.  The 

name  of  his  father  was  Abel,  of  his 

mother,  Polly  Warren  White.  At  an 

early  age  his  parents  removed  to  the 
now  Town  of  Gerry  in  Chautauqua 

County.  Educated  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  he  began  the  work  of  teaching 
when  seventeen  years  old.  He  was  an 

Inspector  and  Town  Superintendent  of 
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Schools  in  Gerry.  After  the  close  of  his 

term  of  office  he  removed  to  the  city  of 

Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Principal  of  the  High  School. 

In  1867  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 

city;  re-elected  in  1869  and  again  in 

1876.  For  many  years  he  was  associat- 
ed with  others  in  the  publication  of  the 

Norwalk  Daily  Reflector.  He  died  De- 

cember 21,  1894.  The  press  in  speak- 

ing of  him  said  "A  typical  American 
citizen  has  departed,  mourned  by  the 

whole  city  but  full  of  years  and  honor. 

Peace  be  to  his  ashes." 
George  Washington  Putnam  was  the 

second  School  Commissioner  in  the  first 

district  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 

was  elected  for  the  term  beginning  Jan- 
uary 1,  1858,  and  ending  December  31, 

i860.  Mr.  Putnam  was  born  in  Man- 

chester, Vermont,  July  7,  1818.  He 

was  the  youngest  child  and  son  of  Jacob 
Putnam  and  Mary  Burton  Putnam,  who 

had  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  In 
1 83 1  his  father  moved  to  Chautauqua 

County  and  settled  near  Volusia  in  the 
Town  of  Westfield.  He  was  educated 

at  a  New  England  fireside,  in  the  log 

school-house  and  at  Mayville  and  West- 
field  Academies.  He  taught  several 
terms  of  school  in  this  county.  In  the 

years  1845-6  he  was  engaged  in  lectur- 
ing in  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Michigan 

on  electricity  and  Morse's  telegranh. 
In  1847  he  married  Alpa  Ann  Van 
Vleit.  After  the  close  of  his  term  of 

office  as  Commissioner  in  1861  he  was 

appointed  mail  agent  on  the  then  Buf- 
falo and  Erie  Railroad.  In  the  years 

of  development  of  the  railway  mail  ser- 
vice he  has  kept  pace  with  the  onward 

movement  as  shown  by  frequent  promo- 

tions and  is  still  actively  engaged,  hav- 
ing been  in  continuous  service  over  for- 

ty-one years.  He  is  the  oldest,  in  years 
of  service,  postal  clerk  in  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Putnam  is  in  the  tenth 

generation  a  direct  descendant  from  the 

Salem  Putnams  of  1630.  Evidently  his 

is  a  case  where  "blood  tells."  May  he 
live  to  "work  his  case"  and  "tie  out  his 
mail"  for  many  years. 
Lucius  Hurlbut  was  the  second 

School  Commissioner  in  the  Second 

District  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 

was  elected  for  the  term  beginning  Jan- 
uary 1,  1858,  and  ending  December  31. 

i860.  He  was  born  in  Paulet,  Vermont, 
in  1 816.  The  name  of  his  father  was 

Ashbel  Hurlbut ;  of  his  mother,  Lucy 

Blin  Hurlbut.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Norwich  University.  He  was  a  teacher 

of  mathematics  in  Fredonia  Academy 
until  his  election  to  the  office  of  School 

Commissioner.  He  was  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  Pomfret  and  Clerk  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county  for 
several  years.  He  was  identified  and 

closely  associated  with  the  organizing 

and  development  of  Forest  Hill  Ceme- 

tery, giving  to  it  much  time  and  intelli- 
gent service.  Later  he  removed  to 

Waterloo,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged 

in  banking.  Following  this  he  removed 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  was  one  of 

the  city  Assessors.  He  died  there  in 

November,  1896.  He  was  buried  in 
Forest  Hill  Cemetery  at  Fredonia,  New 
York. 

Richard  Dow  Vrooman  was  the  third 

School  Commissioner  in  the  First  Dis- 

trict of  Chautauqua  County.  He  was 
elected  for  the  term  beginning  January 

1,  1861,  and  ending  December  31,  1863. 
Fie  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Hannah 
Dow  Vrooman.  He  was  born  in  the 

town  of  Castile,  Wyoming  County,  N. 

Y.,  November  2,  1827.  When  five  vears 

old  his  parents  moved  to  Clvmer.  He 

was  educated  in  the  log  school-house 

and  at  the  family  fireside.  When  eigh- 
teen years  old  he  was  licensed  to  teach. 

He  earned  money  enough  to  enable 

him  to  attend  the  Westfield  Academy 
where  he  took  a  sort  of  post  graduate 
course  in  surveying',  civil  engineering 
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and  the  advanced  sciences.  He  was  an 

early  Town  Superintendent  of  Schools 

in  Clvmer.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  resign- 
ed the  office  of  school  commissioner 

and  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  Co.  G.. 

Fifteenth  Regiment  of  New  York  Engi- 
neers and  served  until  the  close  of  the 

war.  He  married  in  1865.  After  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  he  returned  to 

the  teachers'  ranks  and  was  a  success- 
ful teacher  for  many  years.  He  died 

M  ay  11,  1895,  and  was  buried  on  Cly- 
mer  Hill,  adjoining  the  school-house  lot 
where  he  taught  his  first  school.  He 

ANDREW  P.  WHITE. 

was  a  worthy  product  of  the  early  com- 
mon school  system  of  education  in 

Chautauqua  County. 

Andrew  Proudfit  White  was  the  third 

School  Commissioner  in  the  Second 

District  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 
was  elected  for  the  term  beginning 

January  1,  1861,  and  ending  December 

31,  1863.  He  was  the  son  of  John  N. 
and  Margaret  White.  He  was  born  in 

Washington  County,  New  York, July  30, 
1806.  His  education  was  secured  in 

the  schools  of  his  native  county.  In 

early  manhood  he  removed  to  Genesee 

County  and  in  1834  to  Ellington  where 
he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 

1878.  He  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  ;  was  elected  Town  Superin- 

tendent of  Schools  and  Inspector  in 

Ellington.  In  1855-56  he  was  employ- 
ed in  the  educational  department  of  the 

Secretary  of  State  in  Albany.  In  1864 

he  accepted  a  position  in  the  Auditor's 
Department  of  the  United  States  Treas- 

ury at  Washington  where  he  remained 
for  a  series  of  years.  He  was  buried 

at  Ellington.  In  the  various  depart- 
ments of  public  life  to  which  he  was 

called  he  was  an  honored  and  faithful 

servant  of  the  people. 

Charles  Hathaway  was  the  Fourth 

School  Commissioner  in  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  Chautauqua  County.  He  was 

elected  for  the  term  beginning  January 

1,  1864  and  ending  December  31,  1866. 
He  was  born  inCanandaigua,NewYork, 

April  28,  1823.  The  name  of  his  father 
was  Rufus,  the  name  of  his  mother 
Catherine  Reed  Hathaway.  He  was 
educated  in  tbe  schools  of  Ontario 

Count v,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
removed  to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 

where  he  was  principal  of  the  Conneaut 

Academy.  Later  he  removed  to  Erie 

County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
principal  of  the  Springfield  Academy. 
Following  this  he  settled  in  Westfield 
where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  when 
he  was  elected  School  Commissioner. 

He  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  present  Union  School  in 

Westfield.  He  removed  to  Cortland, 

from  there  to  Horseheads,  Chemung 

County,  where  he  was  elected  School 
Commissioner  in  1878,  which  office  he 

held  at  the  time  of  his  death  which  oc- 
curred December  26,  1880.  He  was 

buried  in  Maple  Grove  Cemetery  at 
Horseheads,  New  York.  The  friends  of 
education  in  Chautauqua  County  are 

debtors  to  him  to  the  extent  of  grateful 



CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION. 

49 

remembrance  for  earnest  work  intelli- 

gently done. 

James  McNaughton  was  the  fourth 
School  Commissioner  in  the  Second 

District  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 
was  elected  for  the  term  beginning 

January  I,  1864,  and  ending  December 

31,  1866.  He  was  re-elected  in  Novem- 
ber, 1866,  for  the  term  ending  Decem- 

ber 31,  1869.  He  was  born  in  Sinclair- 
ville,  Chautauqua  County,  February  8, 
1837.  The  name  of  his  father  was  John, 

of  his  mother,  Maria  Parsons  Mc- 

Naughton.    He  was  educated  in  the  vil- 

JAMES  McNAUGHTON. 

lage  school  and  Ellington  Academy, 

where  he  prepared  for  college.  He  be- 

gan teaching  at  an  early  age  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Charlotte.  He  entered 

Allegheny  College  in  1854.  He  was 

graduated  with  honors  and  in  1856  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Kentucky  for  three 

years.  In  i860  he  attended  Michigan 

University.  Later  he  returned  to  Ken- 
tucky and  took  charge  of  Bath  Semi- 

nary at  Owingsville  until  after  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Civil  War.  He  received 

the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
Master  of  Arts  from  Allegheny  College, 

also  from  Illinois  Wesleyan  University. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon. 

George  Barker  of  Fredonia.     He  re- 

signed the  office  of  School  Commis- 
sioner October  16,  [869,  and  was  elect- 

ed Superintendent  of  the  schools  of 

Corry,  Pennsylvania.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Minnesota  where  he  was  Su- 

perintendent of  the  schools  of  North- 
field,  Faribault  and  W  inona ;  also  at 
Council  Bluffs  and  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

In  1892  he  organized  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Mayville,  Dakota,  (North). 

Later  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Normal  School  of  Arizona.  From 

this  position  he  was  called  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  State  Normal  School  at 

San  Jose,  California,  where  he  did  suc- 
cessful work  until  July,  1900,  and  is  now 

enjoying  the  rest  his  failing  health  de- 
manded. He  is  living  at  Pasadena, 

California. 

Phin  M.  Miller  was  the  fifth  School 

Commissioner  in  the  First  District  of 

Chautauqua  County.  He  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  Hon.  Orsel  Cook  in  February, 

1865,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Charles  Hathaway.  In 

1865  he  was  elected  and  re-elected  for 
the  term  beginning  January  I,  1867,  and 
and  ending  December  31,  1869.  He 

was  born  in  Stockton,  New  York,  De- 

cember ri,  [839.  The  name  of  his 
father  was  Isaac  J  .  of  his  mother,  Polly 

Shepard  Miller.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  Mayville  and  Fredonia 

Academies.  He  began  teaching  in  1856, 

closed  in  Ripley,  March  14,  1865,  to  take 
the  office  of  Commissioner.  He  re- 

signed the  office  (  )ctober  16,  1869,  and 
entered  the  service  of  Harper  & 
Brothers  in  the  interest  of  their  school 

and  college  text  books.  He  continued 
in  this  work  till  [882,  when  he  became 

associated  with  the  Buffalo  Express; 

was  manager  of  the  M atthews-Northrup 
Railway  Guide  till  1888:  was  editor  and 

manager  of  the  Lockport  Daily  Express 
from  [888  to  189.1  when  he  entered  the 

service  of  the  legal  departmenl  of  the 

Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
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way  Company  as  real  estate,  tax  and 
claim  agent,  where  he  is  now  engaged. 

In  1 901  he  was  requested  by  the  Cen- 
tennial Committee  of  the  Chautauqua 

County  Historical  Society  to  prepare  a 
sketch  of  the  schools  and  education  in 

Chautauqua  County  from  1802  to  1902. 

He  was  a  resident  of  "The  Corners"  in 
Stockton,  New  York,  till  1887,  when 
he  removed  to  Buffalo,  New  York. 

The  son  of  a  farmer,  br  'night  up  on  the 
farm,  his  father  thought  him  a  fairly 

good  worker,  who  was  at  his  best  while 
driving  oxen. 

Wellington  Tared  Woodward  was  the 
fifth  School  Commissioner  in  the  Sec- 

ond District  of  Chautauqua  County. 

He  was  appointed  by  the  Hon.  Orsel 

Cook,  County  Judge,  to  fill  a  vacancy 

caused  bv  the  resignation  of  James  Mc- 
Naughton  October  t8,  1869.  At  the 
election  held  in  November,  1869,  he  was 

elected  for  the  term  beginning  January 

1,  1870,  and  ending  December  31,  1872. 
He  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Ellicott, 

New  York,  January  20,  1821.  The 
name  of  his  father  was  Reuben  J.,  of  his 

mother,  Sally  Dunbar  Woodward.  He 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools 

and  Jamestown  Academy.  For  many 
vears  he  was  a  successful  teacher  in  the 

district  schools  of  Southern  Chautau- 

qua, both  before  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  as  Commissioner.  In 

1882  he  entered  the  service  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  Customs  House  at  New 

York.  Later  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Kiantone  where  his  services 

were  sought  as  the  trusted  agent  of 
others  in  the  settlement  of  estates,  in 

which  capacity  he  was  faithful  to  all. 

He  was  closely  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  in  which  he  had  a  pe- 
culiar interest.  He  was  a  member  of 

the  Chautauqua  County  Agricultural 

Society  and  for  several  years  its  presid- 
ing officer.  He  died  at  his  home  in 

Kiantone  January  12,  1885.    All  who 

knew  him  will  join  with  me  in  repeating: 

"A  good  man  and  an  angel ;  these  be- 

tween, how  thin  the  barrier." 
Alonzo  Christopher  Pickard  was  ap- 

pointed School  Commissioner  October 

18,  1869,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 

resignation  of  Phin  M.  Miller.  In  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  he  was  elected 

for  full  term.  For  a  detailed  sketch  see 

Jamestown  section,  this  volume. 
Lucius  Mortimer  Robertson  was  the 

sixth  School  Commissioner  in  the  Sec- 
ond District  of  Chautauqua  County. 

He  was  elected  for  the  term  beginning 

January  1,  1873,  and  ending  December 
31,  1875.  In  November  of  the  latter 

year  he  was  re-elected  for  the  term  end- 
ing December  31,  1878.  He  was  born 

in  Jamestown,  New  York,  April  2,  183c. 
The  name  of  his  father  was  Schuyler, 

of  his  mother,  Polly  Foster  Clark  Rob- 
ertson. When  two  vears  of  age  his  par- 

ents removed  to  the  Town  of  Carroll 

where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  attend- 
ed the  common  and  select  schools  of  the 

town.  Chautauqua  has  raised  but  few 

more  thoroughly  educated  men  than 
was  Mr.  Robertson.  Always  a  student, 

he  worked  intelligently  and  with  satis- 

factory results.  While  not  a  "graduate" 
he  was  a  past  master  in  the  philosophy 

of  educational  development.  He  mas- 
tered the  science  of  surveying  and  civil 

engineering ;  began  the  study  of  law, 
which  he  was  forced  to  abandon  on  ac- 

count of  ill  health.  As  a  School  Com- 
missioner he  was  deservedly  popular 

with  the  people.  After  the  close  of  his 
term  as  Commissioner  he  received  an 

appointment  in  the  United  States  cus- 
toms service ;  here  he  received  three 

substantial  promotions  based  upon  mer- 

it and  proved  himself  one  of  the  gov- 
ernment's most  reliable  and  trusted 

servants.  Death  relieved  him  from  ser- 

vice November  9,  1901.  He  was  buried 

in  Maple  Grove  Cemetery  at  Frews- 
burg,  New  York. 
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Henry  Quincy  Ames  was  the  seventh 
School  Commissioner  in  the  First  Dis- 

trict of  Chautauqua  County.  He  was 
elected  for  the  term  beginning  January 

i,  1873,  and  ending  December  31,  1875. 
He  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Cameron, 

Steuben  County,  New  York,  May  28, 
1828.  The  name  of  his  father  was  Dav- 

id, of  his  mother  Sally  Hardy  Ames. 

His  parents  removed  to  Charlotte, 

Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  when 
Henry  was  a  lad.  It  was  there  he 

gained  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  the  select 
school  at  Sinclairville  and  the  Fredonia 

HENRY  Q.  AMES. 

Academy.  For  main  years  he  was  a 
successful  teacher  in  the  village  schools 

of  Central  Chautauqua.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  the  Town  of  Mina  where  he 

resided  at  the  time  of  his  election  as 

Commissioner.  After  the  close  of  his 

term  of  office  he  engaged  in  teaching. 

In  1879  he  was  employed  in  the  New 
York  Customs  House  where  he  re- 

mained for  several  years.  Later  in  life 
he  returned  to  Sherman  where  he  lived 

until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1804.  Four 
months  later  he  died  at  the  home  of  his 

daughter  in  Brooklyn  on  September  10, 

1894.  He  was  buried  at  Sherman,  New 
York. 

J.  Fbenezer  Almy  was  the  seventh 
School  Commissioner  in  the  Second 

District  of  Chautauqua  County.  lie 

was  elected  for  the  term  beginning  Jan- 
uary 1,  1879,  and  ending  December  31, 

1 88 1 .  Fie  was  born  in  the  Town  of 

Gerry,  New  York,  August  20,  1844. 
The  name  of  his  father  was  Humphrey, 

of  his  mother,  Ruth  Austin  Almy.  He 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  in 

Ellington  and  at  the  Westfield  Acad- 

emy. He  prepared  for  college  in  Gene- 
see Wesleyan  Seminary.  He  received 

his  college  training  in  Genesee  College 
and  Syracuse  University.  He  engaged 

in  teaching  in  Livingston  County  and 
was  instructor  in  ancient  and  modern 

history  in  ( lenesee  Weslevan  Seminary. 

After  the  close  of  his  term  as  Commis- 

sioner he  was  graduated  from  the  Phila- 
delphia Dental  College.  He  is  now 

practicing  his  profession  in  Jamestown, 
New  York. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Pratt  was  the 

eighth  School  Commissioner  in  the  First 

District  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 

was  elected  for  the  term  beginning  Jan- 

uary r,  1876,  and  ending  December  31. 
1878.  Pie  was  born  in  Cambridge, 

Washington  County,  New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1843.  The  name  of  his  father 

was  Rufus,  of  his  mother,  Jane  Gallo- 
way Pratt.  His  father  was  a  prominent 

minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  whose  early  field  of  labor  was 

in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  state.  Lat- 
er he  removed  to  Chautauqua  Count  v. 

His  son  received  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  various  towns 

and  villages  where  his  father  was  locat- 
ed. Plis  advanced  education  was  se- 

cured at  the  Nassau  Institute  and  Mav- 

ville  Academy.  lie  began  teaching  in 

Chautauqua  County  at  an  early  age. 
Outside  the  district  schools  where  he 

taught  his  principal  work  was  done  at 
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Sinclairville,  Mayville  and  Falconer. 

He  was  for  eleven  years  the  principal 

of  the  Mayville  Union  School.  Of  slen- 
der body  and  frail  physique  he  possessed 

a  bright  brain  and  a  will  like  that  of 
Martin  Luther,  which  won  success 
where  others  would  have  failed.  Later 

in  life  he  was  for  one  year  the  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 

Leon,  Cattaraugus  County.  Failing 
health  compelled  him  to  retire  from 

teaching.  His  valuable  services  have  al- 
ways been  in  demand.  He  is  now  in 

charge  of  the  office  work,  as  clerk  of 

the  Fredonia  State  Normal  and  Train- 
ing School. 

Charles  Henry  Wicks  was  the  ninth 

School  Commissioner  in  the  First  Dis- 
trict. He  was  elected  in  November, 

1878,  re-elected  in  '81,  '84,  '87.  For  a 
detailed  sketch  see  Busti  section,  this 
volume. 

James  Randall  Flagg  was  the  first 
School  Commissioner  in  the  Third  Dis- 

trict of  Chautauqua  Count)-.  tinder 
the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing 

the  district  he  was  appointed  Commis- 
sioner on  December  13,  1886.  Tn  t88/ 

he  was  elected  for  the  term  beginning 

January  1,  1888,  and  ending  December 

31,  1890.  He  was  re-elected  in  '90,  '93, 
'96  and  '99,  and  is  now  serving  his  fifth 
term  of  election.  He  was  born  in  Glade 

Township,  Warren  County,  Pennsylva- 
nia, November  22,  1849.  The  name  of 

his  father  was  Madison,  of  his  mother 

Angeline  Putnam  Flagg.  He  was  edu- 

cated at  the  "town  line" — now  Cen- 
tralia — district  school  in  the  Town  of 

Stockton,  New  York,  at  the  Busti  grad- 
ed school  and  the  Fredonia  State  Nor- 

mal and  Training  School.  Prior  to 
1886  he  was  for  ten  years  the  Principal 

of  the  Frewsburg  Union  School.  I 
quote  from  his  letter  furnishing  material 

for  this  sketch  ;  he  says  :  "Perhaps  the 
most  important  feature  of  my  work  as 

Commissioner  has  been  in  classifying 

and  systematizing  the  work  of  the 
schools.  When  I  entered  upon  the  work 

only  three  schools  in  the  district  had  a 

regular  course  of  study.  My  first  effort 
in  this  direction  was  to  establish  a 

course  of  study  in  each  of  the  village 

schools  and  having  succeeded  in  this  1 

undertook  the  same  work  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  It  was  a  long  and  tedious 

work  but  the  plan  proved  successful 

and  today  the  same  systematic  work  is 

being  done  in  the  district  schools  as  is 

being  accomplished  in  the  lower  grades 

JAMES  R.  FLAGG. 

of  the  union  school."  Mr.  Flagg  re- 
sides in  Frewsburg,  New  York. 

Pratt  E.  Marshall  was  born  at  Clymer 

Center,  New  York,  April  to,  1861.  His 
father  was  Ira  Marshall,  and  his  mother 

Sarah  Pratt.  His  ancestors  are  num- 
ered  among  those  who  took  an  early 

and  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of 
Chautauqua  County.  His  grandfather, 

Enoch  Marshall,  settled  at  Clymer  Cen- 

ter in  1830,  while  his  maternal  grand- 
father, James  Pratt,  built  his  home  at 

Nettle  Flill  in  1829. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Marshall  appre- 
ciated the  advantage  of  an  education 

to  a  young  man  in  achieving  success  in 
life.    Mr.  Marshall  attended  the  district 
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teen years  old.  He  spent  three  years 
at  the  Sherman  High  School,  and  a 
similar  period  at  the  Fredonia  Normal 

School,  and  he  has  had  the  advantage 

of  twelve  years  training  through  the 
Chautauqua  College. 

Having  made  no  inconsiderable  prep- 
aration, Mr.  Marshall  commenced 

teaching  at  Waits'  Corners  in  1897,  and 
continued  in  district  schools  for  four 

years ;  subsequently  he  attended  the 

higher  institution  of  learning,  and  reen- 
tered his  profession  three  years  later  as 

Principal  of  the  Sugar  Grove  School. 

Two  years  was  spent  as  Principal  in 

Dayton  ;  seven  years  devoted  to  work- 
in  Frewsburg  as  Principal  and  another 

six  vears  as  Principal  in  the  schools  of 

Brocton.  He  was  elected  School  Com- 

missioner of  the  First  Chautauqua  Dis- 
trict in  1903. 

The  training  and  experience  secured 

by  Mr.  Marshall,  have  been  invaluable 

in  making  him  one  of  the  leading  edu- 
cators of  Chautauqua  County. 

Although  Mr.  Marshall  has  taught 

in  various  schools,  as  a  resident  of  Sher- 
man sincee  1869,  he  has  regarded  that 

place  as  his  home.  Pie  was  married  on 

August  7,  1889,  to  Emma  B.  Skinner, 
who  died  during  January  of  1891.  His 
second  marriage  occurred  on  July  7, 

1894,  to  Tsadore  A.  Blandon.  Mr. 
Marshall  is  the  father  of  five  children  ; 

Linda,  born  June  7,  1890;  Jay  Blanden, 

born  September  21,  1896;  Ray  Esmond, 
born  June  7,  1898.  Gladys  Aliene, 
born  March  8,  1900,  and  Marjorie 
Esther,  born  September  17,  1003. 

In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  Mr. 
Marshall  finds  time  to  take  an  active 

part  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  is  also  a  prominent  member  of 

the  Grange  in  which  he  takes  much  in- 
terest, being  at  the  present  time  Master 

of  that  order,  and  is  a  member  of  the 

Congregational  Church. 

Winfield  A.  Holcomb  was  the  ninth 
School  Commissioner  in  the  Second 

District  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 

was  elected  for  the  term  beginning  Jan- 

uary I,  1891,  and  is  now  serving  his 
fifth  consecutive  term,  covering  a  per- 

iod of  fifteen  years.  Flis  term  will  ex- 
pire on  December  31,  1905.  He  was 

born  in  Norwich,  Chenango  County, 

New  York,  January  23,  1862.  The 
name  of  his  father  was  Robert  A.,  of 

his  mother,  Abbie  A.  Holcomb.  Tn 

1869  his  parents  removed  to  Ripley, 

New  York.  For  twelve  years  he  at- 
tended the  district  school.  At  the  age 

of  fifteen  he  attended  the  Ripley  Union 
School  and  secured  a  certificate  from 

the  Commissioner  which  had  written 

across  its  face  the  sad  words,  "Too 

young  to  teach."  The  following  year 
he  had  a  "little  older  grown"  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  work  as  a 

teacher  in  District  Number  Six  of  Rip- 
lev.  In  1882  he  entered  the  Fredonia 

Normal  School  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Classical  Department  in  1886.  He 

was  at  once  elected  Principal  of  the 

Ripley  Union  School  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Board  and  continued  as  its 

Principal  till  January  1,  1891,  when  he 

resigned  to  fill  the  office  of  School 
Commissioner. 

Mr.  Holcomb  has  been  actively  in- 
terested in  educational  work  and  at  one 

time  was  the  only  School  Commission- 
er in  the  State  on  the  Board  of  Exam- 

iners for  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, in  reviewing  papers  for  State 

Certificates.  He  is  at  the  present  time 
President  of  the  State  Association  of 

School  Commissioners  and  Superintend- 

ents, and  also  of  the  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty Teachers'  Association. 
He  married  Miss  Catherine  C.  Lom- 

bard, daughter  of  Lucius  Lombard  of 

Ripley,  N.  Y.,  August  6,  1890.  They 
have  five  children  :  Ruth  and  Catherine, 
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twin  daughters,  and  three  sons,  Albert, 
Frederick  and  Edward. 

In  August,  1894,  Mr.  Holcomb 
moved  from  Ripley  to  Fredonia,  New 
York,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  one 

of  the  largest  stockholders  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Gleason  Grape  Juice  Com- 
pany of  that  village,  which  is  the  second 

largest  unfermented  grape  juice  com- 
pany, in  its  output,  in  the  United  States. 

Judson  S.  Wright. — It  is  a  pleasure 
at  this  juncture  to  present  a  sketch 
and  excellent  likeness  of  Professor 

Judson  S.  Wright  of  Falconer.  The 

subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Yille- 

uova,  September  14,  1868.  His  grand- 
father, James  Wright,  is  recorded  in  the 

annals  of  the  township  as  one  of  the 

earliest  settlers  of  Wright's  Corners. 
His  father  was  Daniel  Wright,  who  is 

also  remembered  as  among  the  ener- 

getic settlers  in  this  township  of  Chau- 
tauqua County. 

A  brief  glance  at  the  career  of  Profes- 
sor Wright  shows  that  he  is  a  man  of 

energy  and  determination.  He  entered 

the  common  schools  at  Wright's  Cor- 
ners, and  later  during  the  year  1884-5 

he  attended  the  Gowanda  Academy. 

Believing  that  a  more  extended  edu- 
cation was  necessary  to  a  man,  who 

desired  success  in  modern  life,  Profes- 

sor Wright  entered  the  Fredonia  Nor- 
mal School  and  there  he  completed  a 

classical  course  in  the  spring  of  1892. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  took  up 

his  residence  in  Falconer  and  in  rec- 

ognition of  his  ability  as  an  educator, 
the  Trustees  of  the  village  made  him 

the  Principal  of  the  F'alconer  Pl'jgh 
School.  Mr.  Wright  was  the  execu- 

tive head  of  the  schools  of  Falconer  for 

practically  a  decade,  and  during  the 
period  mentioned  the  institution  of 

the  village  adjacent  to  Jamestown,  re- 
ceived recognition  as  being  among  the 

best  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  Profes- 

sor Wright  was  an  active  factor  in  the 

social  and  intellectual  life  of  the  com- 

munity, and  regret  was  expressed  by 

the  residents  of  the  village  when  he  de- 

cided in  1902,  in  response  to  the  soli- 
citation of  a  large  number  of  friends, 

to  become  a  candidate  for  office  of 

school  commissioner.  In  the  course  of 

things  Mr.  Wright  was  opposed  by 

other  ambitious  men,  but  his  popular- 
ity was  evidenced  in  his  triumph  in  the 

caucusses  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
November  of  the  same  year,  the  people 
of  the  Third  Commissioner  district  of 

Chautaucjua  County  ratified  the  nomi- 
nation made  during  the  previous  June, 

by  electing  Professor  Wright  by  a  grat- 
ifying majority.  He  entered  upon  the 

duties  upon  the  first  day  of  January, 

1903,  and  the  ability  which  he  has  dis- 
played in  the  conduct  of  his  office  makes 

it  certain  that  his  services  will  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  parents  of  the  District. 

This  School  Commissioner  District  is 

one  of  the  most  important  in  Western 
New  York,  and  certainly  it  is  an  honor 

to  any  man  to  acceptably  occupy  the 

position  mentioned. 

It  is  the  fortune  of  many  young  men 
to  succeed  in  one  line  of  work,  but  few 

are  active  in  more  than  one  field  of  en- 
deavor with  credit  to  themselves.  Not 

only  has  Professor  Wright  gained  a 

position  as  one  of  the  leading  educators 

of  the  County,  but  has  taken  a  part  in 
the  business  affairs  of  his  community. 

In  the  spring  of  1900,  the  Falconer 
Milling  Company  was  incorporated, 

Mr.  Wright  being  made  the  President 

ol  the  corporation.  In  addition,  he  is 
the  executive  head  of  the  Falconer 

Pad  Company,  and  he  is  a  director  of 
the  First  National  I  lank  of  Falconer. 

In  connection  with  the  positions  men- 
tioned, it  is  of  importance  to  know 

that  Mr.  Wright  is  a  leading  mem- 

ber of  Chadakoin  Lodge,  Independent 
(  )rder  of  (  )dd  Fellows,  and  a  worker 

in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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lie  lias  served  as  the  President  of  the 

Principals'  Association  of  the  Third 
Commissioner  District  of  Chautauqua 

Countw  In  May,  1904,  he  was  elected 

President  of  the  Chautauqua  County 

Teacher's  Association  and  in  these  sev- 
eral positions  Professor  Wright  has 

manifested  those  traits  that  early  gave 
him  prominence  in  his  profession. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  mar- 

ried to  Miss  Effa  Mauley  at  Forest- 
ville.  New  York,  on  June  22,  1893. 
They  have  two  (laughters,  and  at  the 
time  of  this  writing,  the  family  continues 
to  reside  in  Falconer. 

Emmons  Joseph  Swift  faithfully 

served  in  the  capacity  of  School  Com- 
missioner in  the  Second  District  for 

three  consecutive  terms,  covering  the 

period  from  January  1,  1K82,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1890.  For  biographical  sketch 

see  Hanover  section,  this  volume. 

Clyde  E.  Hill  was  the  tenth  School 
Commissioner  in  the  First  District  of 

Chautauqua  County.  He  was  elected 

for  the  term  beginning  January  1,  T891, 

and  ending  December  31,  1893;  he  was 

re-elected  in  1893  for  the  term  ending 
December  31,  1896.  He  was  born  in 
the  Town  of  Clymer  January  16,  1865. 
The  name  of  his  father  was  James,  of 
his  mother,  Aurelia  S.  Hill.  He  was 

educated  at  the  Clymer  Union  School 
and  the  Fredonia  State  Normal  and 

Training  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  classical  course  in  the 

class  of  1888.  He  was  engaged  in 
teaching  for  several  terms  and  at  the 
time  of  his  election  as  Commissioner 

was  Principal  of  the  Ellington  Acad- 
emy. Since  the  close  of  his  term  of 

office  as  Commissioner  he  has  removed 

to  North  East,  Erie  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  holds  the  position  of 

engineer  of  the  boro.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business. 

Grant  Earle  Neil  was  elected  School 

Commissioner  of  the  Second  District 

in  1896  and  re-elected  in  1899.  For  de- 
tailed sketch  see  Harmony  section,  this 

volume. 

The  first  Pinion  Free  School  under 

the  act  of  1853  organized  in  this  county, 
was  at  Forestville  in  the  Town  of  Han- 

over, in  1855.  Hon.  Cyrus  D.  Angell 

was  then  Town  Superintendent  of  Han- 
over. To  him  is  due  the  credit  and 

honor  of  being  the  leader  of  this  pioneer 
movement.  It  was  a  long  and  stubborn 

fight  which  required  watchful  attention, 
even  after  the  victory  for  a  Union 

School  was  won,  lest  the  opposition 

should  be  successful  in  overturning  the 

good  work  accomplished.   The  men  and 
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FORESTVILLE  UNION  FREE  SCHOOL 
BUILDING 

The  first  Union  Free  School  organized  in  Chautauqua 
County 

women  of  Forestville  who  enlisted  in 

this  war  in  favor  of  advanced  methods 
in  education  are  entitled  to  honorable 

mention.  The  following  were  the  first 
members  of  the  Board  of  Education: 

Dr.  A.  P.  Parsons,  Daniel  Sherman, 
Elias  Baker,  Abram  Sexton  and  A.  M. 

Potter.  The  names  of  Principals  are 

Abbie  Sexton,  Henry  M.  Allen,  H.  J. 

Sherill,  J.  O.  Wright,  J.  C.  Carter,  J.  A. 

Parsons,  John  Dole,  D.  W.  Blanchard, 
T.  L.  Griswold,  B.  E.  Whipple,  L.  D. 

Miller,  O.  E.  Branch,  M.  W.  Darling, 
S.  H.  Albro,  H.  A.  Balcom,  John  T. 

Cothran,  Henry  W.  Calahan,  Alanson 

Wedge,  G.  W.  Ellis,  F.  H.  Hall,  F.  S. 

Thorp,  G.  W.  Gurnee,  A.  C.  Anderson. 
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The  attendance  two  hundred  seventy- 
five.  For  nearly  half  a  century  it  has 

been  among  the  best  High  Schools  of 
the  state. 

Anson  Crosby  Anderson. — The 

youngest  son  of  Edwin  Anderson,  An- 
son Crosby  Anderson,  was  born  in  the 

township  of  Ellington,  on  August  19, 
1865.  The  latter  is  a  descendant  of  a 

pioneer  family  who  were  active  in  the 

early  annals  of  the  county.  His  grand- 
father, George  Anderson,  a  native  of 

ANSON  C.  ANDEHSON. 

Keith,  Scotland,  emigrated  to  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  married  Phoebe 

Green,  and  later  they  settled  in  the 
Town  of  Ellington  in  1824. 

Edwin  Anderson,  the  third  sun  of 

George  Anderson,  was  born  in  Elling- 
ton in  1830;  he  married  Catherine 

Crosby  of  that  town  in  1857,  and  they 

are  now  living  in  the  village  where  they 
were  married. 

Stimulated  by  this   excellent  family 

stock,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  found 

employment  on  his  father's  farm  during 
the  summer,  and  during  the  winter  sea- 

son he  attended  the  Ellington  Academy. 

At  seventeen  he  united  with  the  Con- 

gregational Church  in  the  Village  of 
Ellington.  At  eighteen  he  taught  a 
term  in  the  district  school  of  Waterboro 

District ;  two  and  one-half  years  were 
occupied  in  teaching  in  the  Thomas 

Orphan  Asylum  school  at  Versailles. 
Mr.  Anderson  entered  the  Fredonia 

Normal  School  when  twentv-one  years 
of  age,  and  in  June,  180.0,  he  completed 
the  classical  course  in  that  institution. 

He  re-entered  the  profession  as  a  teach- 

er in  September  of  that  vear,  as  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Smethport,  Pennsylvania, 

Graded  School.  He  resigned  his  place 

the  following  summer,  and  accepted  the 

Principalship  of  the  Forestville  High 
School.  During  the  interval  Professor 
Anderson  has  attended  several  sessions 

of  the  Cornell  Summer  School  at  the 

University,  and  at  Harvard  College,  to- 
gether with  the  Chautauqua  Institution; 

and  thus  with  his  experience  and  train- 

ing, he  has  given  universal  satisfaction 
as  the  head  of  the  Forestville  schools 

during  the  past  twelve  years. 
Mr.  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage 

with  Inez  E.  Shannon  June  28,  1894. 

Edgar  Shannon,  born  November  9, 

1897;  Richard  James,  who  was  born 

August  31,  1899,  are  their  children. 
Few  men  enjoy  the  universal  respect 

and  confidence  of  a  community  as  fully 
as  does  Mr.  Anderson  of  that  in  which 
he  lives. 

On  March  17,  1858,  was  passed  an 
act  authorizing  a  Union  School  in  the 

Village  of  Dunkirk,  then  in  the  Town 
of  Pomfret.  The  act  provided  that 
School  District  Number  Nine  in  the 

Town  of  Pomfret  shall  form  the  dis- 

trict, and  shall  not  be  subject  to  altera- 
tion except  in  the  manner  provided  by 

law.     The  names  of  the  members  of 
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the  Board  of  Education  provided  by 

the  act  were  Ebenezer  R.  Thompson, 

Samuel  Hillard,  Joseph  Mileham,  James 
H.  Van  Buren,  Julien  T.  Williams  and 

Otis  E.  Tiffany.  The  names  of  Princi- 
pals are  Charles  W.  Case,  Westwood 

W.  Case,  James  M.  Cassety,  Luther 

Harmon,  David  Beattie,  James  Shew- 
ard,  A.  H.  Lewis,  David  H.  Carver, 

William  Harkins,  John  B.  Babcock, 

Miss  E.  Frances  Chapman,  Charles 

VValsch,  Albert  Leonard,  J.  Edward 

Massey,  John  Hurlburt,  Eliphalet  E. 
Scribner,  Evans  S.  Parker.   In  1885,  the 

people  of  District  Number  One  accepted 
the  trust  and  the  school  took  the  name 

of  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegi- 
ate Institute.  The  names  of  the  Pres- 

idents of  the  Board  of  Education  to 

date  are :  William  H.  Tew,  Sylvester 

S.  Cady,  Simeon  W.  Parks,  John  M. 
Farnham,  Josephus  H.  Clark,  Lewis 

Hall,  Sidney  Jones  and  Frederick  A. 
Fuller.  The  names  of  the  Principals 

are  :  Samuel  G.  Love,  Samuel  H.  Al- 

bro,  A.  Frank  Jenks,  William  H.  Trues- 
dell,  Rovillus  R.  Rogers,  Frank  S. 
Thorp,  Almon   X.   Taylor,   Milton  J. 

DDNKIKK  HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING 

office  of  City  Superintendent  was  creat- 
ed. The  Superintendents  are  John  B. 

Babcock,  E.  E.  Scribner.  There  were 

employed  during  the  school  year  ending 

July  31,  1901,  fifty-six  teachers.  The 
attendance  was  seventeen  hundred  fif- 

ty. There  are  three  parochial  schools 

employing  fifteen  teachers,  with  an  at- 

tendance of  eight  hundred  thirty-five. 
Union  Free  School  District  Number 

One  of  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  was  organ- 
ized in  1863.  In  1868  the  Trustees  of  the 

Jamestown  Academy  voted  to  unite  the 
Academy  with  the  Union  School.  The 

Fletcher.  The  City  School  system  was 

organized  in  1888  with  Samuel  G. 

Love  as  City  Superintendent,  who  serv- 
ed till  1890.  The  present  Superintend- 

ent is  Rovillus  R.  Rogers.  The  city 

has  twelve  school  buildings,  eleven- 
brick,  one  frame.  Number  of  teachers 

employed,  one  hundred  eighteen.  At- 
tendance, four  thousand  four  hundred 

and  fourteen.  There  are  eleven  gram- 
mar or  district  schools  and  one  High 

school.  There  are  two  private  schools 
with  an  attendance  of  two  hundred  and 

eighty.     During  the  year  ending  July 
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31,  1901,  the  city  received  from  the  state 

for  schools,  $16,383.73.  Amount  rais- 
ed by  tax  and  other  sources  $75,938.28. 
The  Westfield  Union  School  was  or- 

ganized February  10th,  1868,  by  the 
consolidation  of  School  Districts  Num- 

taining  all  departments  from  kinder- 
garten to  academic,  inclusive.  The  at- 

tendance is  six  hundred  seventeen. 

The  Mayville  Union  School  was  or- 
ganized October  21,  1867.  May  15, 

1868,  it  succeeded  to  the  property  of  the 

HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING.  WESTFIELD,  190S 

bers  One,  Two,  Seven  and  Eleven,  of 

the  Town  of  Westfield.  Following  this 
action  was  taken  by  the  Trustees  of  the 

Westfield  Academy  whereby  the  Union 
School  accepted  it  and  it  became  the 

Academic  Department  of  the  Union 
School.  The  members  of  the  first 
Board  of  Education  were  Hon.  Austin 

Smith, President ;  Charles  Hathaway,  H. 
B.  Rolfe,  S.  G.  McE  win,  Almon  Abbott, 
E.  H.  Skinner,  T.  O.  Guild,  Allen 

Wright  and  T.  D.  Strong.  During  their 
term  of  service  a  school  building  was 

erected  at  a  cost  of  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars and  within  the  last  year  another 

equally  expensive  and  up-to-date  High 
School  building  has  been  provided.  The 

names  of  the  Principals  are  John  S. 

Fosdick,  Henry  A.  Balcam,  S.  J.  Son- 
berger,  Lewillan  M.  Glidden,  Almon  N. 
Taylor  and  Preston  K.  Pattison.  There 

are  eighteen  teachers  employed,  main- 

Mayville  Academy  and  the  Academic 
Department  of  the  Union  School  was 
established.    The  members  of  the  first 

MAYVILLE!  UNION  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Board  of  Education  were  Matthew  P. 

Bemus,  William  P.  Whiteside,  John  F. 

Phelps,    George    W.    Gifford,  Milton 
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Smith,  Hiram  A.  Pratt,  Anson  H.  God- 
ard  and  Amos  K.  Warren.  The  Princi- 

pals of  the  school  are  Thomas  J.  Pratt, 

A.  J.  Crandall,  F.  Ullry,  W.  H.  Bene- 
dict, P.  K.  Pattison,  E.  L.  P.lanchard, 

D.  E.  Batcheller,  Elmon  Monroe,  W. 

M.  Pierce,  T.  E.  Lockhart,  D.  B.  Al- 
bert. There  are  seven  teachers  em- 

ployed. Attendance  two  hundred  eigh- 
teen. 

The  Sherman  Union  School  is  the 

outgrowth  of  a  log  house  roofed  with 

bark  built  in  1830.  In  1836  a  frame 

house  was  erected.  In  1844  this  gave 
place  to  a  larger  building  which  was 

enlarged  in  i860.  In  December,  1867, 
a  Union  School  was  organized.  The 

Board  of  Education  were  S.  H.  Myrick, 
S.  D.  Adams,  J.  T.  Green,  S.  B.  Miller, 

I).  C.  Sheldon,  W.  F.  Green,  B.  J.  Cof- 
fin, James  Fenner,  H.  W.  Sperrv.  In 

November,  1869,  the  school  opened  in 
a  new  building  costing  eight  thousand 

dollars.  The  names  of  Principals  are 
C,  W.  Mead,  Alice  Gibbs,  C.  Hannum. 

Walter  Crosby,  J.  Barnes,  J.  T.  Spen- 
cer, Miss  E.  Clothier,  Miss  J.  Merchant, 

J.  I'.rown,  J.  H.  Selden,  F.  H.  Hall,  A. 
W.  (  >nthank,  A.  N.  Taylor,  S.  S.  Travis. 

It  is  now  a  High  School,  well  ecpiipped 

with  apparatus  and"  library  ;  eight  teach- 
ers employed.  Attendance  two  hun- 
dred twelve. 

Clymer  Union  School  was  organized 

in  1869.  It  has  nine  members  of  Board 

of  Education.  Last  report  in  County 

Clerk's  office  shows  three  teachers.  At- 
tendance one  hundred  twenty-one. 

The  Ellington  Union  School  was  or- 
ganized and  succeeded  to  the  property 

of  the  Ellington  Academy  March  23, 

1871.  October  3,  1899,  it  was  advanced 
to  the  grade  of  High  School.  The 
names  of  the  first  Board  of  Education 

are  Norman  M.  Carpenter,  Dr.  James 

Brooks,  John  Shaw,  Joel  Slater,  Na- 
thaniel P.  Main,  Frank  E.  Case,  luuius 

F.  Potwin,  Jarvis  Nye,  Harvey  Torry. 

The  list  of  principals  are  P.  F.  Burke^ 
H.  P.  Spring,  R.  R.  Rogers,  John  J. 
McAndrews,  D.  D.  Van  Allen,  Frank 

W.  Crossfield,  Fred  C.  Wilcox,  J.  How- 
ard Russell,  Clyde  G.  Hill,  A.  PI.  Hiller. 

George  L.  Hanley,  Ellis  W.  Storms, 
Francis  J.  Flagg,  Edward  C.  Hawley, 

Ernest  B.  Luce.  Six  teachers  are  em- 

ployed. Attendance  one  hundred  forty- 
seven. 

The  Silver  Creek  Union  School  was 

organized  April  8th,  1879,  taking  the 

place  of  the  Graded  School  Number 

Eight,  Hanover  and  Sheridan.  The 

members  of  the  first  Board  of  Educa- 
tion were  A.  P.  Holcomb,  George  P. 

Gaston,  Norman   Babcock,  A.  Heine, 

ELLINGTON  UNION  SCHOOL.  BUILDING. 

Smith  Clark,  James  M.  Berran,  C.  P. 
Plowes.  The  names  of  the  Principals 

are  J.  W.  Babcock,  F.  K.  Pattison,  W. 

H.  Benedict,  A.  M.  Preston,  J.  M.  Mc- 
Kee,  J.  L.  Walthart,  E.  J.  Howe.  The 

faculty  consists  of  a  principal  and  four- 
teen assistant  teachers.  Instruction  is 

given  in  all  grades  from  Kindergarten 
to  Academic,  inclusive.  The  school  has 

two  buildings.  Attendance  five  hun- 

dred seventy-six. 
The  Sinclairville  Union  School  was 

organized  on  May  17,  [879.  The  new 

building  costing  six  thousand  dollars 
was  dedicated  January  10,  1881.  The 
names  of  the  first  Hoard  of  Education 

are  Alonzo  Langworthy,  B.  W.  Field, 
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Henry  Reynolds,  R.  E.  Sheldon,  E.  B. 
Crissey  and  H.  A.  Kirk.  The  names 

of  the  Principals  are  E.  M.  Wood,  F.  H. 

Hall,  Charles  T.  Brace,  J.  H.  Selden, 
W.  E.  Bunten,  E.  L.  Hanmim,  Samuel 

F.  Moran.  In  June,  1897,  a  new  char- 
ter was  granted  by  the  Regents  and 

the  school  was  placed  on  the  list  of 

High  Schools.  The  faculty  consists  of 
six  teachers.  Attendance  one  hundred 

fifty-two.  The  organization  and  great 
success  of  this  school  is  largely  due  to 

the  intelligent  efforts  of  Obed  Edson, 

which  have  been  approved  by  all 

The  Ripley  Union  School  was  or- 
ganized December  19,  1882,  by  a  union 

graded  school.  It  became  a  Junior 
Regent  School  in  1889  and  was  raised 

to  the  grade  of  High  School  in  1896. 
The  members  of  the  first  Board  of  Ed- 

ucation were  T.  C.  Moss,  Augustus 

I  Hood,  Charles  O.  Furman,  J.  A.  Skin- 
ner and  E.  C.  Edmunds.  The  school 

has  a  faculty  of  nine  teachers,  with 

seven  departments,  including  Kinder- 
garten. The  names  of  Principals  are 

F.  W.  Plato,  E.  J.  Cobb,  R.  M.  Fitch, 

George  Hanley,  John  McGilles  and  P. 
E.  Marshall.  Attendance  five  hundred 

seventy-four. 
The  Falconer  Union  School  was  or- 

ganized in   1893  from  Graded  School 

FALCONER  UNION  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

of  the  graded  and  high  school  interests, 

which  for  many  years  had  done  excel- 
lent service  in  the  educational  field. 

The  members  of  the  first  Board  of 

Education  were  Dr.  E.  L.  Ellis,  George 
Mason,  F.  B.  Brockway,  T.  H.  Morris 

and  Lyman  Bennett.  In  October,  1901, 
it  was  raised  to  a  High  School.  The 

faculty  consists  of  six  teachers.  Attend- 
ance two  hundred  twenty-one.  Princi- 
pals, D.  E.  Batcheller,  D.  A.  Preston, 

C.  H.  Brundage,  H.  A.  Holcomb,  C.  U. 

Bishop,  F.  M.  Markham,  H.  J.  Bald- 
win. 

The  Brocton  Union  School  was  or- 

ganized in  1887,  taking  the  place  of  the 

Number  Six,  Ellicott.  The  names  of 
the  first  Board  of  Education  are  E.  W. 

Fenton,  T  J.  Pratt,  J.  L.  Davis,  F.  T. 

Merriam,  J.  H.  Tiffany,  W  O.  Smith. 

The  names  of  Principals  are  M.  A.  East- 
man, E.  O.  Nugent,  H.  C.  Bryant,  Miss 

Carrie  Wood,  T.  J.  Pratt,  C.  L.  Pierce, 

J.  S.  Wright,  George  R.  Raynor.  Eight 

teachers  employed.  Attendance  two- 
hundred  fifty-four. 

George  R.  Raynor,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Hartfield,  on 

April  11,  1 871.  His  ancestors  were 

among  the  early  settlers  of  Chautau- 
qua County.  It  is  recalled  that  his 

grandfather,  John  Raynor,  settled  in  the 



CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION. 

63 

town  of  Chautauqua,  on  the  shores  of 
the  famous  lake  by  the  same  name, 

during  the  year  1835.  In  fact  his  arri- 
val was  on  the  same  day  that  Damon, 

one  of  the  earliest  murderers  in  the 

chronicles  of  the  county,  was  executed. 

Early  in  life  George  R.  Raynor  secured 
the  foundations  for  the  liberal  educa- 

tion which  later  in  his  career  was  to 

prove  to  be  invaluable.  He  commenced 
his  education  in  the  Pleasantville  Dis- 

trict school  in  1877,  and  after  securing 
the  elementary  studies,  he  entered  the 

GEORGE  K  RAYNOR. 

Mayville  High  School,  remaining  in  that 
institution  from  1S84  until  1889.  The 

five  years  spent  in  the  latter  school 

were  preparatory  to  more-  useful  work 
iii  the  educational  field. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Raynor  gained 

some  practical  experience  by  teaching 
two  years  in  the  schools  of  his  native 

village.  Entering  the  University  of 
Rochester  in  1889,  he  remained  there 

lor  one  year.  Subsequently.,  in  [892,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Fredonia  Normal 

School  and  for  three  years  he  pursued 

a  classical  course  in  that  well-known 
institution,  After  graduating  from  the 
latter,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Union  School  at  Corfu,  X.  Y.  For  six 

years  he  resided  in  Frewsburg  where 
he  acted  as  the  efficient  Principal 
of  the  schools  of  that  village. 

Mr.  Raynor  was  elected  to  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  Falconer  schools  and 

entered  upon  his  duties  there  in  Sep- 
tember, 1903.  This  is  the  present  field 

of  his  educational  work. 
At  Dewittville,  on  January  9,  1902, 

George  R.  Raynor  and  Grace  J.  Kirk- 
land  were  united  in  marriage.  In  ad- 

dition to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Ray- 

nor is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  he  is  identified  with  the 

N.  P.  L.,  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  Masonic 
order.  Both  as  a  citizen  and  as  an  ed- 

ucator he  has  the  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 

Fredonia  Union  School  was  organ- 
ized from  Graded  School  Number 

Eight,  Pomfret,  August  11,  1894.  The 
first  Board  of  Education  was  E.  J. 

Crissey,  H.  M.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Emily 

Johnson.  During  its  life  "District 
Number  Eight"  was  one  of  the  leading 
graded  schools  in  the  county.  R.  E. 

Post,  Alanson  Wedge,  George  H.  Stow- 
itts  and  James  W.  Barker  were  among 
its  Principals.  The  Union  School  since 

its  organization  has  been  in  the  charge 

of  Miss  Mary  F.  Lord  as  Principal. 
There  are  sixteen  teachers  employed. 

Attendance  five  hundred  sixty-five. 
The  Lakewood  Union  School  was 

organized  in  District  Number  One, 

Busti.  in  1893.  The  first  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation consisted  of  one  member. 

Charles  H.  Wicks.  The  names  of  Prin- 

cipals employed  to  date  are  Grant  E. 
Neil,  William  Blaisdell,  Alton  Appleby, 

George  A.  Persell.  There  are  four 
teachers.  Attendance  one  hundred 

thirty-three. 
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The  Panama  Union  School  was  or- 

ganized in  1895  taking  the  place  of  the 
graded  school  organized  in  1868.  The 
members  of  the  first  Board  of  Educa- 

tion were  John  Dean,  Loren  B.  Ses- 
sions, W.  L.  Eddy,  John  Newhouse,  J. 

j.  Sternberg,  G.  A.  Davis,  Mrs.  Walter 
L.  Sessions,  Mrs.  Mary  Smith,  Eliza  M. 

Sweet.  The  names  of  Principals  are  C. 

J.  Rice,  John  M.  Crofoot,  Seward  M. 

Travis,  C.  B.  Persell.  The  faculty  con- 
sists of  five  teachers.  Attendance  one 

hundred  eleven. 

The  Frewsburg  Union  School,  as 

shown  by    report    on  file  in  County 

Board  of  Education  were  C.  A.  Mount, 

G.  F.  Lapham,  C.  L.  Edwards,  C.  H. 
Martin,  H.  J.  Shepardson.  The  school 
was  placed  on  the  list  of  High  Schools 

in  1900.  The  faculty  consists  of  six 
teachers.  Attendance  two  .  hundred 

twenty-nme.  Principal,  J.  N.  Crofoot. 
For  many  years  prior  to  1897  the  Cherry 

Creek  Graded  School  did  good  work- 
under  the  Principalships  of  R.  W.  Par- 

sons, E.  A.  Hayes,  E.  J.  Swift,  Warren 

B.  Hooker,  George  H.  Frost,  R.  A. 
Hall  and  others. 

The  Chautauqua  Union  School  was 

organized  in   1900.     The  members  of 

FREWSBURG  UNION  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Clerk's  office  has  six  teachers.  Attend- 
ance one  hundred  sixty-nine.  Number 

of  members  of  Board  of  Education  six, 

names  not  given. 
The  Stockton  Union  School  was  or- 

ganized November  18,  1896,  taking  the 
place  of  Graded  School  of  District 
Number  Three.  The  members  of  the 
first  Board  of  Education  were  S.  M. 

Crissey,  G.  T.  Putnam,  L.  C.  Miller,  C. 

D.  Payne,  N.  E.  Bogue,  J.  D.  Crissey. 

There  are  four  teachers  employed.  At- 
tendance one  hundred  fifteen.  Princi- 

pals R.  D.  Eddy,  O.  C.  Presler. 

The  Cherry  Creek  Union  School  was 

organized  August  4,  1897.     The  first 

the  first  Board  of  Education  are  N.  S. 

Morev,  D.  E.  Rice,  A.  G.  Hardenburg, 

G.  A.  Taylor,  W.  A.  Cornell.  There  are 
four  teachers.  Attendance  one  hun- 

dred forty-one.  Principal,  Phillip  J. McEvoy. 

The  Irving  Union  School  was  or- 
ganized March  26,  1901.  The  names 

of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 

tion are  B.  L.  Newton,  A.  D.  Burmas- 

ter,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Parks,  G.  W.  Smith. 
Name  of  Principal,  B.  A.  Matthewson  ; 
two  teachers.    Attendance  sixty. 

The  Cassadaga  Union  School  was  or- 
ganized July  t.  1 901.  Members  of 

Board  of  Education  are  C.  S.  Putnam 





66 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

W.  B.  Waite,  L.  M.  Smith,  T.  S.  Alden, 

J.  E.  Pierpont,  L.  Knott,  E.  W.  Phil- 
Hps,  L.  S.  Bradford,  Secretary.  There 

are  three  teachers  employed.  Attend- 
ance one  hundred  six. 

The  Busti  Graded  School  has  two 

teachers.  Attendance,  seventy  -  six. 
Principal,  J.  A.  Darrow. 

The  Ashville  Graded  School  has  three 

teachers.  Attendance,  eighty.  Princi- 

pal, I7.  L.  Darrow. 

The  Findley's  Lake  Graded  School 
has  three  teachers.  Attendance,  one 
hundred  ten. 

The    Kennedy    Graded    School  has 

WILLIAM  VOECE 
Who  did  much  for  the  Schools  of  Westfield,  Chautnuqua 

and  Ellery 

four  teachers.  Attendance  one  hundred 

thirty-one.    Principal,  D.  M.  Ruttenbur. 
The  Hamlet  Graded  School  has  two 

teachers.  Attendance  sixty-five.  Prin- 
cipal, F.  M.  Hammond. 

The  Watts  Flats  Graded  School  has 

three  teachers.  Attendance,  fifty-four. 
Principal,  Charles  W.  Hurlburt. 

The  Gerry  Graded  School  has  four 
teachers.  Attendance,  one  hundred 

twenty-five.  Principal,  Robert  G.  Wid- 
rig. 

The  Mina  Graded  School  has  two 

teachers.  Attendance,  forty  -  seven. 
Principal,  Benjamin  Buslink. 
The  Clark  Graded  School  has  two 

teachers.  Attendance,  forty.  Principal. 
David  Clark,  Jr. 

The  Ellery  Graded  School,  District 

Number  Four,  two  teachers.  Attend- 

ance fifty-two.  Principal,  Bertha  E. Smiley. 

The  Portland  Graded  School  has 

two  teachers.  Attendance  twenty-sev- 
en.   Principal,  Hayes  M.  Morse. 

The  Pomfret  Graded  School,  Dis- 
trict Number  Four,  has  two  teachers. 

Attendance,  eighty-three.  Principal, 
Hannah  Sullivan, 

The  Hanover  Graded  School,  District 

Number  Six,  has  two  teachers.  At- 

tendance thirty-nine.  Principal,  Her- 
bert E.  Everhart. 

The  Celoron  Graded  School,  District 

Number  Three,  Ellicott,  two  teachers. 

Attendance  eighty.  Principal,  Charles 
L.  Larder. 

The  Parochial  Schools  of  the  county 

located  in  Dunkirk  and  Jamestown  are 

doing  a  good  work.  They  are  well  or- 
ganized ;  in  charge  of  competent  and 

painstaking  instructors,  and  form  an 

important  part  of  our  educational  sys- 
tem. In  the  City  of  Dunkirk  there  are 

over  one  thousand  pupils  in  attendance 
at  the  church  schools.  The  first  school 

was  organized  in  1865.  Those  in  attend- 
ance have  the  benefits  of  well-equipped 

school-rooms,  modern  methods  and  su- 
perior instruction.  The  results  attained 

as  shown  by  the  reports  of  examina- 
tions— including  Regents — taken  by  the 

pupils  are  satisfactory.  Rev.  Joseph 
M.  Theis,  having  general  supervision, 

is  a  thorough  and  earnest  teacher, 

whose  objective  point  is  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  education.  Under  his 

intelligent  management  the  schools  are 
very  successful,  and  deservedly  popular 

with  the  people  who  patronize  them. 

During  the  century  there  have  been 
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many  private  schools  organized  in  the 
county  which  have  accomplished  much 

good.  They  were  a  necessity  of  the 

period  ;  which  has  passed  as  our  system 
of  education  hecame  developed,  and 

have  given  place  to  our  Kindergarten 

and  High  Schools.  The  children's 
school.  The  Quaker  School  for  young 

ladies,  organized  in  Jamestown  in  1833. 

The  Salem  Academy,  a  private  enter- 

prise organized  in  the  Town  of  Port- 
land in  1832.  The  Quincy  High  School 

at  Ripley.  The  Percival  School  for 

boys.  The  Deaf  Mute  School  in  Dun- 
kirk. The  several  select  schools  in  near- 

ly every  town  in  the  county,  were  the 
workshops  where  the  children  of  the 

early  settlers  received  instruction  in  the 

higher  branches  of  education.  A  large 
number  of  the  better  class  of  teachers 

were  prepared  for  their  work  in  these 
schools.  They  were  the  dawnings  of 

better  days,  the  advance  guard  of  edu- 
cational progress. 

Forty  years  ago  Luther  Harmon 

taught  a  select  school  of  thirty  pupils 
at  a  four  corners  midway  between  the 

Villages  of  Mayville  and  Sherman — now 

known  as  Summerdale.  Twenty-three 

of  these  pupils  became  successful  teach- 
ers in  our  public  schools. 

A  sketch  of  the  origin,  change  and 
growth  of  a  school  district,  during  the 
last  century  will  enable  us  to  mark  its 

progress.  Being  acquainted  with  the 
conditions,  I  give  this  as  a  specimen 
brick  taken  from  our  educational  struc- 

ture. What  is  true  of  one  is  true  of 

all  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  School 
District  Number  Three  of  the  Town  of 

Stockton,  then  the  Town  of  Chautau- 

qua, was  organized  in  181 7  and  a  log 
school-house  built.  In  1820  there  were 

thirty-nine  pupils  in  attendance  with 
Jedidiah  Post  as  teacher.  In  T840  a  red 

school-house  had  been  built.  The  at- 

tendance was  eighty  pupils  with  Wil- 
liam D.  Jennings  as  teacher.    In  i860 

a  white  school-house  had  been  provid- 
ed. Attendance  one  hundred  three  pu- 

pils taught  by  Phin  M.  Miller.  In  1866 
there  was  a  union  of  two  districts,  and 

a  graded  three-quota  school  organized. 
In  1880  there  were  three  teachers  em- 

ployed ;  the  attendance  was  one  hundred 
twenty.  In  1896  a  Union  School  was 

organized  with  four  teachers.  In  1902 
there  are  four  teachers  employed  with 
an  attendance  of  one  hundred  fifteen. 

The  salary  paid  for  teacher  in  1820  was 

eighteen  dollars  for  twenty-four  days. 

In  1840  it  was  twenty-four  dollars  for 

twenty-four  days.  In  i860  the  pay  was 
thirty-five  dollars  for  twenty-two  days. 
In  1880  it  was  ninety-six  dollars  for 

twenty  days,  three  teachers  being  em- 
ployed. In  1902  there  are  four  teach- 

ers at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  sixty- 
three  dollars  for  twenty  days.  In  each 
of  these  periods  of  school,  the  teachers 
furnished  their  own  board.  In  1820  and 

1840,  the  pay  was  part  cash  and  part 
produce;  in  i860  and  1880,  cash  after 

close  of  term ;  in  1902,  monthly  pay- 
ment. 

Under  the  law  of  1812,  Town  Com- 
missioners were  authorized  to  form 

school  districts,  call  meetings  and  at- 
tend to  the  financial  affairs  of  schools. 

The  Town  Inspectors  visited  the 
schools,  advised  with  teachers  and  trus- 

tees. The  granting  of  certificates  to 

teach  was  by  joint  action,  three  con- 
stituting a  quorum.  The  former  were 

selected  from  the  level-headed,  hard 

fisted,  practical  pioprietors;  the  latter 
from  the  better  educated  ones.  It  was 

this  combination  of  practical  common 

sense  and  educational  intelligence,  that 

the  would-be  teacher  had  to  face  in  an 
examination  for  a  license.  It  is  told 

that  in  one  of  the  towns — call  it  Stock- 

ton— in  the  long  ago,  an  applicant  ap- 
peared for  examination.  The  only 

members  of  the  board  present  were 
three  of  the  Commissioners.    It  was  an 
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unusual  condition — none  of  the  Inspec- 
tors being  there  to  take  charge  of  the 

examination — but  not  sufficient  to  dis- 

concert the  Commissioners.  They  pro- 
ceeded with  the  examination  of  the  ap- 

plicant. After  the  would-be  teacher 

had  read  the  "African  Chief"  the  ex- 
amination was  as  follows  :  "Where  are 

you  going  to  teach?"  "In  the  Deer 
Lick  District."  "What  do  the  Trustees 

agree  to  pay  you?"  "Five  shillings  for 
six  days  and  board  around."  "What  do 
you  have  to  eat  at  home?"  "Corn 
bread,  pork,  potatoes  and  pumpkin 

sauce  !"  "Do  you  know  a  sure  cure  for 
the  itch?"  "Yes  sir.  Itch  Ointment." 

"How  is  it  made?"  "One  part  lard,  two 
parts  sulphur."  "Do  you  wrestle  at 
March  meeting?"  "Yes  sir!"  The  ex- 

amination being  very  satisfactory,  the 
license  was  granted.  Later  the  law  was 

amended  giving  to  the  Inspectors  sole 
power  to  license  teachers. 

The  Fredonia  Normal  and  Training 

School  was  organized  under  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed 

April  7,  1866,  and  known  as  Chapter 

four  hundred  sixty-six,  entitled  "An 

Act  in  regard  to  Normal  Schools." 
Section  I  provided  that  the  Governor, 

Lieutenant  -  Governor,  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Comptroller,  the  State  Treas- 

urer, the  Attorney  General  and  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 

tion, should  constitute  a  commission  to 

receive  proposals  in  writing  in  regard 
to  establishing  four  normal  and  train- 

ing schools.  The  names  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  who  voted  in 

favor  of  locating  one  of  these  schools 

at  Fredonia  are  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 
Stewart  L.  Woodford,  Thomas  Hill- 

house  and  Victor  M.  Rice.  The  people 
of  Fredonia  raised  one  hundred  thous- 

and dollars.  The  academy  authorities 

turned  over  the  library,  apparatus  and 
other  movable  property  to  the  state. 

To  Hon.  Willard  McKinstry  and  Hon. 

Oscar  W.  Johnson  much  credit  is  due 
for  their  earnest  and  well-directed  ef- 

forts in  securing  the  location  of  the 

school.  The  Normal  School  was  op- 

ened in  the  Academy  building  in  Decem- 
ber, 1867,  with  Normal,  Academic  and 

two  Practice  Departments.  The  new 
building  was  occupied  in  September, 

1868.  That  building  was  burned  De- 
cember 14,  T900.  A  new  building  is 

being  completed  at  a  cost  of  two  hun- 
dred fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  school 

has  been  in  continuous  session  during 

each  school  year  since  1867.    Over  one 

DR.  J.  W.  ARMSTRONG 

thousand  persons  have  been  graduated 
from  the  Normal  department  and  more 

than  two  hundred  pupils  from  the  Aca- 
demic department.  The  names  of  the 

members  of  the  local  Board  appointed 

by  Victor  M.  Rice  are  Oscar  W.  John- 
son, Willard  McKinstry,  George  Bar- 
ker, Horace  White,  Almond  Z.  Madi- 
son, Spencer  S.  Bailey,  Addison  C. 

Cushing,  Stephen  M.  Clement,  Orson 
Stiles,  Albert  Haywood,  Henry  C. 

Lake,  Simeon  Savage,  Lucius  Hurlbut 

and  Albert  H.  Judson.  The  Legislat- 
ure of  1869  passed  an  act  relieving  the 
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Board  from  further  service  and  placed 
the  management  of  the  school  in  the 

hands  of  the  State  Superintendent.  In 

1874  the  following  local  Board  was  ap- 
pointed :  Lorenzo  Morris,  Philo  H. 

Stevens,  Louis  McKinstry,  Franklin 

Burritt,  George  D.  Hinckley,  C.  E.  Ben- 
ton and  Alva  Colburn.  The  names  of 

Principals  are:  Joseph  A.  Allen,  John 
W.  Armstrong,  James  H.  Hoose  and 
Francis  B.  Palmer. 

The  Chautauqua  Assembly  and  Sum- 
mer School  was  incorporated  under  the 

laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  has 

been  in  active,  progressive  existence  for 

twenty-eight  years.  It  is  a  summer 
school,  college  and  university  combined. 
Its  course  of  study  covers  the  wide 

range  of  language,  art,  science,  music, 

politics,  economics,  morals  and  relig- 
ion. The  Chautauqua  Course  has  more 

than  fifty  separate  and  distinct  depart- 
ments and  classes,  all  of  which  are  in 

flourishing  condition — and  the  end  is 
not  yet. 

Since  its  organization  in  1874,  more 

than  three  million  dollars  has  been  ex- 

pended in  its  development.  The  regu- 
lar attendance  of  scholars  each  year  is 

counted  in  the  thousands,  while  those 

availing  themselves  of  the  educational 
advantages  offered  for  home  study 
must  be  numbered  in  the  millions. 

More  than  this  !  The  Chautauquas  that 

have  been  organized  everywhere,  in  this 

and  nearly  every  state;  in  England;  on 
the  Continent ;  in  Asia  and  Africa,  are 

the  children  of  our  own  Chautauqua. 

The  intelligent  men,  women  and  child- 
ren of  the  best  county,  in  the  grandest 

state,  of  the  most  glorious  nation  on 

the  earth,  unite  in  saying:  All  praise 

and  honor  to  Chautauqua's  originators, 
projectors,  founders,  builders,  conduc- 

tors and  teachers — past,  present  and  in 
the  century  before  us ! 

There  are  two  hundred  eighty-one 
school  districts  in  the  county.    Of  these 

twenty  are  Union,  two  hundred  sixty- 
one  Common  Schools.  During  the  year 

ending  July  31,  [901,  five  hundred 

eighty-seven  teachers  were  employed 
for  one  hundred  sixty  or  more  days. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
was  seventeen  thousand  one.  The  aver- 

age attendance  was  twelve  thousand 

three  hundred  twenty-five.  The  num- 
ber of  children  of  school  age  in  the 

county,  nineteen  thousand  two  hundred 
ten.  Number  of  private  schools,  eight ; 

attendance  twelve  hundred  ninety. 

There  are  two  hundred  sixty-two  frame 

and  forty-two  brick  school  buildings. 
Value  of  school  houses  five  hundred 

eighty-one  thousand  seventy-eight  dol- 
lars. Value  of  sites  one  hundred  sev- 

enty-eight thousand  two  hundred  sev- 
enty-seven dollars.  Amount  of  money 

received  from  the  state  seventy-five 

thousand  eight  hundred  sixty-three  dol- 
lars and  ninety-six  cents.  Amount  raised 

by  tax,  tuition  and  other  sources  two 

hundred  forty  thousand  seven  hundred 
three  dollars  and  eighty  cents.  Of  this 
amount  two  hundred  seven  thousand 

eight  hundred  forty-nine  dollars  forty- 

six  cents  was  paid  for  teachers'  wages; 
one  hundred  seventeen  thousand  three 

hundred  seven  dollars  and  ninety-eight 

cents  was  paid  for  school-houses,  sites 
repairs,  furniture,  books,  apparatus  and 
incidentals.  Number  of  male  teachers 

employed,  one  hundred  twenty-four ; 
female,  five  hundred  seventy.  Number 

of  inspections  made  by  Commissioners, 

three  hundred  ninety-seven.  Average 
annual  salary  paid  to  teachers  three 

hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  nine 

cents;  cost  per  oupil  for  the  year  nine- 
teen dollars  and  thirteen  cents.  Chau- 

tauqua County  in  1844  had  eighteen 

thousand  two  hundred  sixty-seven 
children  of  school  age,  between  five  and 

fifteen.  In  1902  there  are  nineteen 
thousand  two  hundred  ten,  between  five 

and  twenty-one,  an  increase  of  nine  hun- 
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drecl    forty-three    in   fifty-eight  years. 
These  have  been  and  are  the  work- 

shops of  the  people  for  the  enlighten- 
ment and  education  of  the  masses ;  the 

mills  to  grind  to  dust  ignorance  and 

superstition  ;  to  smelt,  solidify  and  pro- 
perly develop  the  raw  material  of  the 

brain  ;  to  separate  the  dross  of  immor- 

ality and  vice  from  the  fine  gold  of  hon- 
esty, purity  and  truth ;  to  make  plain 

the  lessons  of  a  better  life,  and  develop 

the  grand  truth  of  unselfishness. 

It  is  not  a  proposition  of  intelligence 
alone,  for  that  is  only  an  element  of 

power.  The  discarded  angels  were 

possessed  of  that.  The  great  question — 

"Is  intelligence  a  blessing  or  a  curse?" 
is  answered  by  the  moral  sentiments 
of  the  masses.  Our  schools  are  the 

great  workshops  for  diffusing  intelli- 
gence and  morality  in  this  republic. 

The  open  door  calls  to  all.  The  child 

of  poverty  stands  at  the  threshold  with 

all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  of 

any  other.  The  royal  purple  goes  to 
the  brave  hearts  who  win  in  the  contest 

where  all  are  started  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing. Here  may  be  found  light  for  every 

soul.  They  are  the  nurseries  which  gen- 

erate and  send  life  and  energy  into  so- 
ciety. They  furnish  the  moral,  mental 

and  physical  strength,  which,  properly 

directed,  shall  keep,  and  preserve  us  a 

nation.  May  we  all  measure  the  words : 

The  decline  of  public  and  private  vir- 
tue sounds  the  death  knell  of  the  repub- 

lic. 

When  Cineas  returned  from  his  mis- 
sion, he  was  asked  how  the  Roman 

Senate  appeared?  His  answer  was 

"Like  an  assembly  of  Kings."  History 
repeats  itself  as  we  take  from  the  edu- 

cational record  of  the  past,  the  names 

of  Anna  Eaton,  Squire  White,  Abner 
Hazeltine,  Abner  Lewis,  Richard  Smith, 

George  Leonard,  Delos  Rider,  Chaun- 
cey  Tucker,  Emerson  W.  Keyes,  Elias 

H.  Jenner,  James  Parker,  Lucius  M. 

Robertson,  Madison  Burnell,  Henry  C. 
Lake,  Glenni  Scofield,  Adelaide  A. 

Gleason,  R.  D.  Vrooman,  Mary  Terrv 
Sessions,  P.  P.  Kidder,  Ebenezer  R. 

Thompson,  Charles  G.  Maples,  Calvin 

Cheney,  Calista  S.  Jones,  Samuel  G. 
Love,  Edward  A.  Dickinson,  William  S. 

Rice,  Emily  Trask,  Jarius  Handy,  Cal- 

vin Kingsley,  Jesse  Smith,  John  Stew- 
ard, Orsel  Cook,  Adaline  Muzzy,  Sarah 

Griswold,  Emory  F.  Warren,  Darwin 
Eaton,  George  A.  Watson,  Betsey 
Batcheller,  William  Lamont,  Philip  S. 
Cottle,  Lizzie  Richardson,  Charles 

Hathaway,  Judge  L.  Bugbee,  Thomas 
Jones,  Nancy  Lyon,  Polly  Shepard, 
Andrew  P.  White,  Lorenzo  Parsons. 

Helen  Wright,  Mary  Leonard  Crissey, 

Hannah  Johnson  Henderson,  Worthy 

Putnam.  Had  we  the  space  and  time 

this  list  could  be  oft-repeated  with  other 
equally  deserving  names,  all  of  whom 
will  be  remembered  as  successful  teach- 

ers in  our  public  schools. 
The  descendants  of  Solomon  Jones, 

Sr.,  and  Susannah  Jones  Hazeltine  show 

fifty-nine  to  have  been  successful  teach- 

ers in  this  county.  Who  will  say  "suc- 
cessful teachers  are  not  born?" 

The  following  fact  shows  the  venera- 

tion and  love  the  "old  boys  and  girls" 
had  for  their  teachers.  In  the  beautiful 

cemetery  in  the  Village  of  Silver  Creek 

may  be  seen  a  modest,  substantial  mon- 

ument bearing  this  inscription  :  "Miss 
Emily  Trask — afterward  the  wife  of 
Russell  W.  Fisk— born  April  26th,  1808. 
Died  April  26th,  1886.  Erected  to  her 

memory  by  her  former  pupils." 
An  attempt  even  to  outline  our  edu- 

cational history,  omitting  to  mention 
the  name  of  Hon.  Austin  Smith,  would 

mark  the  effort  a  failure.  During  an 

active,  useful  and  long  life  he  has  been 

closely  identified  with  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation. He  was  the  first  principal  of  the 

first  academy  in  the  county,  beginning 
his  work  in  Fredonia  in  1826.    In  1830 
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he  settled  in  Westfield.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees  of 

Westfield  Academy  organized  in  iSj" 
and  ever  its  warm  and  earnest  friend. 

In  [868  when  the  Union  High  School 
succeeded  the  Academy  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

For  more  than  sixty  years  he  was  an 

active,  intelligent  educational  force  do- 
ing good  work  for  the  cause  in  which 

he  had  a  peculiar  interest.  His  name 

has  always  been  the  synonym  of  all  that 

is  pure  and  true.  Recollections  of  him 

will  bring  "music  at  midnight"  to  all 
who  have  known  Austin  Smith.* 

Calista  S.  Jones,  for  more  than  half 

a  century,  was  identified  with  active 

CALISTA  S.  JONES. 

school  and  educational  work  in  Chau- 

tauqua County.  She  was  a  worker, 
teacher,  advocate  and  executive  officer 

in  every  department  of  education.  Elli- 
cott  and  Jamestown  owe  more  to  her 

than  to  any  other  person  their  great 
success  in  all  their  educational  under- 

takings. Her  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  limits  of  her  home  town  and 

city.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  she 
was  the  intelligent  adviser  of  the  school 

officials  of  the  county.  She  was  the 

fearless  sergeant  in  command  of  the 

*[For  portrait  of  Austin  Smith  see  Westfield  section 
this  volume.! 

educational  picket  line  in  the  struggle 

to  subdue  ignorance  and  vice.  We  hon- 
or ourselves  when  we  sing  her  praise. 

Squire  White  was  the  first  college 
graduate  to  engage  in  school  teaching 
in  Chautauqua  County.  His  school  was 
in  the  now  Town  of  Sheridan,  at  a  place 

known  as  Roberts  Corners — about  three 
miles  east  of  Fredonia.  The  School 

Trustees  were  John  Walker,  Richard 
Douglass  and  William  Gould.  They 

made  a  conditional  bargain  with  Mr. 

White,  who  was  a  physician.  The  terms 
were :  For  him  to  teach  the  school — 

but  if  he  had  a  call  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession, school  might  be  closed,  to  be 

resumed  after  the  call  was  made.  This 

school  was  in  session  during  the  winter 

of  1808  and  fSotj.  In  the  spring  of  1809 
he  moved  to  Canadaway,  now  Fredonia, 

where  he  passed  a  long  and  useful  life 
devoted  to  his  profession  and  the  cause 
of  education. 

Alanson  Wedge  was  born  in  North 
Leverett,  Massachusetts,  May  r,  1822. 

He  was  graduated  from  Brown  Univer- 
sity in  1848.  For  forty  years  he  was  a 

teacher  in  academies  and  high  schools, 

a  large  portion  of  this  time  in  Chautau- 
qua County.  He  was  one  of  the  most 

thorough  and  painstaking  teachers  in 
the  land.  In  speaking  upon  the  subject 
of  reviews  in  school,  he  was  asked  how 

often  reviews  should  be  had?  His  an- 

swer was  "Perfection  may  be  the  end 

of  a  review  !"  Continuing,  he  said,  "I 
would  recommend  a  review,  a  re-review, 

a  re-re-review,  and  if  necessary,  a  thor- 

ough review  back  of  all  these."  In  the 
class  room,  in  methods  and  thorough- 

ness, he  was  a  past  master.  All  honor 

and  praise  to  the  worth  and  work  of 
this  grand  and  good  man. 

(  )scar  W.  Jonhson  was  born  in  But- 
ternuts, ( )tsego  County,  New  York, 

September  8,  1823.  He  removed  to 
Pomfret,  Chautauqua  County,  in  1838, 

where  he  attended  the  Fredonia  Acad- 
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emy,  taught  school  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  Every  advance  step  in  edu- 

cational progress  had  an  earnest  advo- 
cate in  Mr.  Johnson.  He  was  the  faithful 

friend  of  the  common  schools.  During 

a  series  of  years  extending  from  1865 

to  1876  he  was  employed  by  the  State 

Department  as  a  lecturer  before  Teach- 

ers' Institutes  in  the  state.  During  the 
last  forty 
his  life,  he 

education- 
ian  of  our 

In  educa- 
cles,  t  h  e 
O  scar 
was  a 

passport 
highest 
a  n  d  esti- 
all.  He 

OSCAR  W  JOHNSON". 

years  o  f 
was  the 

al  histor- 
county, 

tional  cir- 
name  o  f 

Johnson re  a  d  y 

to  the 
confidence 
mation  of 
was  a 

grand  production  of  our  splendid  sys- 

tem of  education.  Knowing'  what  tin's 
educational  sketch  is,  realizing-  what 
it  might  have  been,  in  his  hands,  I  am 
able  to  estimate  his  worth.  It  is  the 

difference  between  night  and  day  ;  the 

change  from  a  halting  paralytic  to  the 

strong  man  ready  to  run  a  race. 

Victor  M.  Rice  was  born  in  Mayville, 

Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  April 

5,  1818.  At  an  early  age  he  removed 
to  the  then  Town  of  Clymer,  now  the 

Town  of  French  Creek,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  His  early  education  was 

gained  in  the  log  school-house  and  at 

the  family  fireside.  In  1841  he  gradu- 
ated from  Allegheny  College.  He  at 

once  began  the  work  of  teaching  and 
was  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo 

from  1848  to  1854  as  Principal  and  Su- 
perintendent. He  was  elected  State 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in 

1854  for  a  term  of  three  years.  In  i860 

he  was  again  elected  and  served  for  two 

terms,  being  re-elected  in  1863.  During 
his  terms  of  office  may  be  found  the 

golden  years  of  improvement  in  our 

educational  history.  He  was  a  thor- 

oughly practical  man  ;  an  earnest  teach- 
er ;  a  statesman  with  all  the  virtues  of 

a  Chautauqua  politician,  he  was  well 

equipped  for  the  work  at  hand.  It  was 
he  who  organized  our  present  system 
of  school  supervision  ;  who  drafted  the 

law  giving  us  Union  Schools  ;  who  in- 
creased the  number  of  our  Normal  and 

Training  Schools  ;  who  gave  to  the  state 

free  schools.  It  may  be  said  "The  time 

had  come  for  these  things  !"  The  fact 
still  stands,  that  Heaven  inspired  this 
man  with  courage  to  undertake  this 

glorious  work.     Measured  by  results 

VICTOR  M.  RICE. 

his  is  the  grandest  name  in  the  educa- 
tional history  of  our  state.  He  was 

ever  loyal  to  his  native  county.  He  was 

the  first  to  suggest  a  Normal  School  for 
our  county.  With  his  advice,  assistance 
and  vote  was  secured  the  location  of 

the  school  at  Fredonia.  Within  six 

hours  after  the  bill  was  signed,  giving 
four  additional  Normal  Schools  to  the 

state,  he  had  secured  the  necessary 
votes  to  locate  one  in  Chautauqua 

County,  all  else  being  equal.  As  long 

as  our  gardens,  fields  and  woodlands 
are  clothed  in  verdure  and  flowers  in 
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their  season  ;  as  long  as  our  sparkling- 
brooks  wind  their  way  unmolested  to 

the  sea,  so  long  may  the  people  of  Chau- 

tauqua County  in  each  succeeding  gen- 
eration honor  the  name  of  Victor  M. 

Rice. 

Finally  !  Let  us  avoid  the  day  when 

the  people  neglect  their  duty  to  the  com- 
mon schools ;  when  there  shall  be  cer- 

tificates of  excellence  secured  without 

labor ;  when  it  shall  be  the  fashion  to 

misspell  common  words ;  when  pu- 
pils are  carried  on  a  pillow  to  the  top 

of  the  educational  mountains ;  when 

boys  and  girls  show  signs  of  rottenness 

before  ripeness.  Let  us  dot  our  coun- 
try with  school-houses  as  the  stars  dot 

the  heavens  at  night ;  let  us  place  there- 

in thoroughly  competent  and  painstak- 
ing teachers.  Let  us  box  our  educa- 

tional compass  ;  take  our  reckoning,  and 
select  a  safe  course  for  the  future  of  our 

public  schools,  based  upon  the  propo- 
sitions :  The  strength  and  stability  of 

our  nation  is  derived  from  the  morality 

and  intelligence  of  the  common  people. 

The  staircases  of  truth  in  morals,  sci- 

ence and  art,  reaching  from  the  dark- 
ness of  earth  to  the  sunlight  of  Heaven, 

are  scaled  bv  systematic  industry  and 

patient  investigation.  Honest  toil  and 

severe  discipline  are  the  keys  opening 

the  doors  leading  to  wisdom  and  hap- 
piness. An  hundred  children  are  ruined 

by  weak  and  sunerficial  instruction 

where  one  is  injured  bv  thoroughness  ; 

the  rule  governing  physical  labor  should 
be  the  standard — a  task  is  finished  when 

completed  in  all  its  parts.  Giants  are 

not  made  by  sympathy  and  tears.  The 
sunlight  of  hanpiness  is  reached  by  a 

triumoh  over  difficulties  ;  by  faith,  hope 

and  self-reliance.  The  brain  that  earns 

wisdom,  is  the  only  one  to  receive  it. 

A  lack  of  thoroughness  in  labor  is  the 
radical,  and  often  the  fatal  defect  of 

life.  It  is  by  discipline  that  the  physical 

and  moral  laws  of  the  Universe  arc- 
enforced.  The  mountain  trembled  when 

the  Lord  descended  upon  Mount  Sinai 
Amid  thunder,  the  Mosaic  law  with  its 

penalties  was  proclaimed  to  man.  "God 
has  come  to  prove  you  that  His  fear 

may  be  upon  you  that  you  sin  not"  are 
the  words  of  Moses  to  the  terror-strick- 

en people.  In  the  majesty  of  power  and 
amid  the  convulsions  of  nature  the  law 

was  proclaimed  by  the  Almighty.  Au- 
thority, human  or  divine,  will  receive 

scant  attention  and  observance  from 

the  one  who  has  failed  to  respect  the 

authority  of  parent  or  teacher.  Most 
scholars  are  obedient ;  a  majority  of 

citizens  respect  and  obey  the  law.  There 

are,  there  always  will  be,  exceptions. 
These  must  be  controlled,  or  virtue 

ends  and  a  reign  of  terror  begins. 
Should  the  teacher  be  asked  to  control 

without  punishment  when  no  other  hu- 
man power  can  ?  The  philosophy  of 

the  physical  and  moral  world  teaches 
that  it  is  an  impossibility. 

Deserving,  may  the  teachers  of  our 

schools  during  the  coming  century  re- 
ceive the  protecting  care  of  all  that  is 

pure  and  true.  That  their  bended  bows 

of  promise  may  be  thickly  clustered  with 
all  that  helps  to  make  men  and  women 

great  and  good,  is  the  earnest  prayer 
of  the  friends  of  education  in  Chautau- 

qua County. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  FREDONIA. 

Delivered  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Eighty-two  years  ago  last  March,  in 

new  Normal  School  Building,  in  Fre-  the  year  1821,  a  subscription  paper  was 
donia,  June  29,  1903,  by  Louis  McKin-  started  in  this  village  to  establish  the 
stry.  Fredonia  Academy.    When  we  consid- 
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er  that  here  was  only  a  little  hamlet  of 

a  few  hundred  people,  from  which  a 

view  in  every  direction  took  in  a  region 

covered  with  the  primeval  forest,  ex- 
cept where  the  settlers  had  made  clear- 

ing's around  their  log  cabins,  and  that 
money  was  almost  an  unknown  quantity 

in  commercial  transactions,  the  ambi- 

tion of  those  pioneers  to  found  an  in- 
stitution where  classical  studies  could 

be  pursued  seems  as  wonderful  as  was 
their  courage. 

On  that  subscription  paper,  which  is 

preserved  properly  framed  in  the  Dar- 
win R.  Barker  Library,  was  ruled  a 

column  for  money  contributions,  one 

for  produce  and  materials,  one  for  la- 

bor. In  all,  one  thousand  twenty-two 
dollars  was  raised,  but  only  seventy- 
five  dollars  of  the  total  was  to  be  paid 
in  cash.  General  Leverett  Barker, 

father  of  the  founder  of  our  free  public 

library,  made  the  largest  cash  subscrip- 
tion— twenty-five  dollars.  John  Crane 

gave  ten  dollars,  Henry  Bosworth  ten 
dollars,  Dr.  Squire  White  ten  dollars, 

and  the  rest  of  the  seventy-five  dollars 
was  in  smaller  amounts.  These  men 

and  others  also  subscribed  products  and 
materials. 

A  day's  labor  then  meant  a  long, 
hard  day's  work,  and  the  materials  and 
products  subscribed  were  inventoried  at 

very  low  prices,  so  the  same  subscrip- 
tion in  these  days  would  amount  to  full 

three  thousand  dollars.  It  was  planned 

to  erect  a  building  in  connection  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  when  the 

building  finally  was  erected  two  or 
three  years  later,  on  the  site  of  our 

present  Village  Hall,  that  church  oc- 

cupied the  upper  story  and  the  Acad- 
emy the  ground  floor.  Fredonia  Acad- 
emy was  incorporated  in  1824,  and  op- 
ened for  students  October  4,  1826. 

From  the  files  of  the  Fredonia  Cen- 

sor in  the  Barker  Library,  I  have  copied 

the  first  advertisement  of  Fredonia 

Academy  as  follows  : 

FREDONIA  ACADEMY. 

The  Fredonia  Academy  was  this  dav 
opened  for  the  reception  of  students, 
under  the  tuition  and  direction  of  Aus- 

tin Smith,  lately  graduated  at  Hamilton 
College.  Mr.  Smith  comes  recommend- 

ed by  the  President  of  that  College  to 
be  a  gentleman  of  fair  moral  character, 
and  high  literary  attainments.  So  far 
as  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  de- 

pends upon  his  classical  acquirements, 
aptness  to  teach,  and  personal  exer- 

tions, high  expectations  are  enter- tained. 

The  Academy  is  situated  in  a  pleas- 
ant village^  surrounded  by  an  excellent 

agricultural  country  ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  nothing  is  now  necessary  to  the 
success  of  this  infant  seminarv  but  the 

FREDONIA  ACADEMY. 

countenance  and  support  of  an  intelli- 
gent community-.  If  it  flourishes,  the 

benefits  resulting  from  it  to  this  section 
of  country  cannot  be  sufficiently  appre- 
ciated. 
The  students  will  be  instructed  in 

Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Survey- 
ing, English  Grammar,  Geography,  His- 

tory, Rhetoric,  Composition,  Elocution, 
Mathematics,  Logic,  Natural  and  Moral 
Philosophy,  and  the  French,  Latin  and 
Greek  languages. 

Strict  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
conduct  and  morals  of  the  students. 

The  tuition  will  be  three  dollars  per 
quarter.    Board  in  private  families  can 
be  obtained  at  one  dollar  per  week. 

Dated,  Fredonia,  Oct.  4,  1826. 
L.  BARKER,  President. 

J.  CRANE,  Secretary. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  Mr.  Aus- 

tin Smith,  first  introduced  to  Chautau- 

qua County  in  the  foregoing  advertise- 
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ment,  is  still  living,  an  honored  resident 

of  the  neighboring  Village  of  Westfield 
in  the  one  hundredth  year  of  his  age. 

Thus  was  established  that  grand  in- 

stitution here  on  the  verge  of  civiliza- 
tion, no  other  like  it  in  all  the  vast  re- 
gion westward  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

While  its  first  purpose  was  to  educate 

the  young  people  of  this  vicinity,  it 
grew  to  be  a  beacon  light  of  knowledge 

whose  rays  brightened  the  lives  of  many 

in  distant  localities,  and  upon  its  rolls 
were  entered  at  one  time  and  another 

the  names  of  students  from  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union  and  also  from 
Canada. 

Among  those  names  were  a  consid- 
erable number  that  became  famous  in 

our  National  and  State  history. 

The  ambition  for  higher  education 
which  became  characteristic  of  Fre- 

donia,  through  the  influence  of  the 

Academy,  led  to  the  munificent  contri- 
bution which  secured  the  location  here 

of  a  State  Normal  School. 

Therefore  we  say  of  this  grand  tem- 
ple which  we  dedicate  today,  as  Hon. 

O.  Stiles  said  of  its  predecessor,  "This 
is  the  legitimate  offspring  of  that  ven- 

erable parent  institution.  We  have  this, 

because  we  had  that." 
As  Hon.  Oscar  W.  Johnson  said  at 

the  final  reunion  of  Fredonia  Academy 
scholars,  in  March,  1867: 

"So  we  see  the  Academy  does  not  die, 
it  only  assumes  a  new,  a  more  compre- 

hensive and  glorious  life.  It  goes  into 
a  nobler  temple,  graced  with  a  higher 
beauty,  to  be  sustained  through  the 
ages  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  Empire 

State." 
Who  first  promulgated  the  sugges- 

tion that  Fredonia  might  secure  one  of 

the  four  Normal  Schools  authorized  by 

Act  of  the  Legislature  of  1866,  has  been 

disputed.  I  had  supposed  it  was  Mr. 

Willard  McKinstry,  who  was  publish- 
ing the  session  laws  in  the  Censor  that 

year,  and  on  reading  the  Act  mention- 

ed, quietly  called  the  attention  of  a 
number  of  citizens  to  it  and  suggested 
that  action  be  taken.  He  noted  that 

the  Governor  of  the  State,  Hon.  Reuben 

E.  Fenton,  was  a  citizen  of  this  county 
and  a  former  student  in  Fredonia  Acad- 

emy, thai  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  Hun.  Victor  M.  Rice,  was 

also  from  Chautauqua  County,  and  he 

said :  "Now  is  Fredonia's  opportuni- 
ty." Since  then  it  has  transpired  that 

Hon.  Henry  C.  Lake  was  moved  by  the 
same  considerations  in  the  same  direc- 

tion, and  Phin  M.  Miller,  a  former  stu- 
dent here,  residing  in  Stockton,  also 

took  in  the  situation  and  came  from 

Albany  to  Fredonia  and  called  upon 

Oscar  W.  Johnson  and  W.  McKinstry. 
urging  similar  action.  The  result  was 
a  conference  in  the  office  of  Hurlbut  & 

Madison,  attended  by  nine  citizens,  all 
of  whom  have  since  passed  away  except 

Dr.  Fuller,  who  was  the  last  Principal 

of  the  Academy.  Those  present  were  : 

Hon.  H.  C.  Lake,  O.  W.  Johnson,  A.  Z. 

Madison.  Lucius  Hurlbut,  Rufus  Hay- 
wood, Homer  T.  Fuller,  Albert  Hav- 

wood,  G.  13.  Hinckley  and  W.  McKin- 
stry. They  decided  to  circulate  a  call 

for  a  public  meeting.  That  call  was 

signed  by  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
citizens,  and  the  result  was  the  large 

meeting  held  in  Concert  Hall,  Friday 

evening,  September  28,  1866,  "to  con- 
sider the  establishment  -of  a  State  Nor- 

mal School  in  this  village." 
(  )ur  village  government  at  that  time 

was  constituted  as  follows:  President 

A.  C.  Cushing;  Clerk,  A.  H.  Judson ; 

Trustees,  O.  W.  Johnson,  A.  Haywood 
CM.  Ball,  Nelson  Palmer.  L.  L.  Pratt. 

The  Legislative  Act  mentioned  called 
for  bids  from  all  the  localities  that 

might  desire  one  of  the  four  Normal 
Schools  authorized. 

At  (lie  public  meeting  referred  to. 

the  Village  Trustees  were  authorized 
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to  go  on  and  secure  the  location  of  one 

of  these  schools,  tendering  whatever 
donation  might  be  necessary. 

The  cost  to  the  village  was  far  more 

than  was  originally  expected.  (  Hher 

villages  had  assistance  from  their  re- 

spective counties.  ■  Fredonia  alone  of- 
fered to  donate  a  site  and  erect  a  suit- 

able building,  and  when  the  State  Archi- 
tects, Wilcox  &  Porter,  produced  their 

plans,  it  was  found  that  an  expenditure 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was 

required.  Bat  not  a  taxpayer  recanted. 
Although  the  sum  was  at  that  time  a 

tenth  of  all  we  possessed,  the  total  as- 
sessed valuation  of  the  village  being  only 

about  a  million  dollars,  and  our  popula- 

tion less  than  twenty-five  hundred,  the 
bonds  were  promptly  ordered  after  the 

the  passage  of  the  enabling  act  of  March 
30,  1867,  and  the  whole  issue  was  sold 

to  the  people  of  this  region  by  the  effi- 
cient aid  of  Fredonia  National  Bank. 

Those  bonds  bore  seven  per  cent,  in- 
terest, making  the  interest  account  as 

great  as  would  be  required  for  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  bonds  now. 

but  every  payment  was  promptly  made 
and  the  whole  one  hundred  thousand 

dollars  and  interest  was  paid  off  in 

twenty  years.  That  record  established 
the  financial  credit  of  this  village. 

The  school  being  located  here,  and 
this  site  where  we  are  assembled  hav- 

ing been  selected  by  Superintendent 
Rice,  the  first  Local  Board  of  Managers 

was  appointed  September  5,  1867.  The 
members  were  : 

Oscar  W.  Johnson,  Stephen  M.  Cle- 
ment, George  Barker,  Orson  Stiles, 

Horace  White,  Albert  Haywood,  Wil- 

lard  McKinstry,  Henry  C.  Lake,  Al- 
mond Z.  Madison,  Levi  L.  Pratt,  Spen- 

cer L.  Bailey,  Simeon  Savage,  Addison 

C.  Gushing,  Lucius  Hurlbut,  Albert  H. 

Judson. 

Of  these  fifteen  citizens,  all  engaged 

in  active  business  here  thirty-six  years 
ago,  only  three  are  now  living :  Hon. 

George  Barker,  who  remains  an  hon- 
ored resident  of  our  village,  L.  L. 

Pratt  of  Watertown,  New  York,  and 

A.  H.  Judson  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Hon.  George  Barker,  the  first  Presi- 

dent, resigned  December  6,  1867,  on  ac- 
count of  having  been  elected  a  Justice 

of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  James  J. 

Humason  was  appointed  in  his  place 
as  member,  and  S.  M.  Clement  suc- 

ceeded to  the  Presidency.  A.  Z. 

Madison  was  the  painstaking  and  able 

Secretary,  from  whose  record  T  should 

be  g'lad  to  copy  many  quaint  and  enter- 
taining notes  did  time  permit. 

The  Normal  School  building  was 

erected  under  charge  of  the  same  Vil- 
lage Trustees  I  have  named,  the  entire 

Board  having  been  unanimously  re- 
elected. Robert  Wolfers  was  the  con- 
tractor. The  corner  stone  was  laid 

August  8,  1867,  with  imposing  civic 
and  Masonic  ceremonies.  From  ten  to 

fifteen  thousand  people  were  present, 

and  it  was  an  occasion  long  to  be  re- 
membered. 

The  first  Local  Board  above  enumer- 

ated was  composed  of  able  and  patriotic 

citizens,  representative  business  men  of 

the  village  and  vicinity,  but  unfortun- 
ately they  disagreed  over  the  choice  of 

Principal,  and  there  was  fierce  conten- 
tion. Finally  all  came  to  regard  fifteen 

as  a  number  fatal  to  anything  like  una- 
nimity, and  the  Legislature  came  to  the 

same  opinion,  and  on  February  16,  1869, 

passed  an  act  abolishing  all  Normal 

School  Boards  composed  of  over  thir- 
teen members.  Ours  was  the  only 

Board  composed  of  over  thirteen,  and 

thus  according  to  the  quaint  record  of 

Secretary  Madison,  "was  the  first  Local 
Board  of  the  Fredonia  Normal  and 

Training  School  very  politely  and  gent- 

ly let  down,  and  each  and  all  of  its  fif- 
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teen  members  suddenly  became  as  other 

men." The  first  Local  Board  conducted  a 

Normal  School  under  charge  of  Joseph 

A.  Allen,  Principal,  for  about  a  year 

and  a  half,  opening  in  the  old  Academy 

building  in  December,  1867,  and  occu- 
pying the  new  Normal  School  building 

half  of  the  succeeding  school  year.  Mr. 

Allen  was  a  man  of  experience  in  com- 
mon school  management,  but  lacking 

a  collegiate  education  such  as  had  al- 
ways been  insisted  upon  in  the  old 

Academy,  the  community  did  not  have 
the  confidence  in  him  as  an  educator 

necessary  to  insure  success,  and  after 
considerable  discord  the  school  was 

closed  for  nearly  a  year. 
On  the  8th  of  September,  1869,  the 

school  was  again  opened  under  charge 

of  Dr.  J.  W.  Armstrong,  who  had  ac- 

quired an  eminent  reputation  as  a  Pro- 
fessor in  Oswego  Normal  School.  He 

remained  the  respected  Principal  until 
his  death  in  August,  1878. 

During  the  first  five  years  of  Dr. 

Armstrong's  administration,  the  Stale 
Superintendent,  PTon.  A.  B.  Weaver, 
took  entire  financial  charge  of  the 
school,  and  the  second  Local  Board 

was  not  appointed  until  March  23,  1874. 
Upon  that  date  Superintendent  Weaver 

appointed  the  following  Local  Board 
of  Managers : 

Lorenzo  Morris,  George  D.  Hinck- 

ley, Philo  H.  Stevens,  Charles  E.  Ben- 
ton, Louis  McKinstry,  Alva  Colburn, 

Franklin  Burritt. 

Louis  McKinstry  was  elected  Secre- 

tary and  Treasurer  when  this  Board  or- 

ganied  and  served  twenty-seven  years, 
until  December,  1901,  when  he  resigned. 

Of  this  Hoard  only  lion.  Lorenzo 
Morris  remains.  Pie  has  been  the  hon- 

ored President  of  the  Hoard  since  he 

was  elected  at  its  first  meeting,  a  period 

of  twenty-nine  years.  It  is  regretted 
that  ill  health  prevents  his  presence  here 

today.  We  trust  that  he  may  long  re 
main  with  us.  The  other  members  of 

the  present  Board  have  been  appointed 
to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  death  and 

resignation  as  they  have  occurred.  In 
the  order  of  seniority  the  present  Board 
stands  as  follows  : 

Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris,  Charles  L. 

Mark,  Dr.  M.  M.  Fenner,  Frank  C. 

Chatsey,  Frederick  R.  Green,  Arthur 
R.  Moore. 

Mr.  Moore  is  the  efficient  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

As  I  stated  in  my  historical  review, 

prepared  for  the  twenty-fifth  anniver- 
sary celebration  in  1894,  it  can  still  be 

said  that  without  indulging  in  any  self- 
glorification,  this  Board,  including  all 

its  members,  deceased,  resigned  and 

present,  can  at  least  say — "We  have 

kept  the  peace."  No  question  has  been 
fought  over  after  it  had  been  settled  by 

a  majority  vote.  Manv  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  school  and 

school  property  during  their  administra- 
tion, and  the  pleasant  relations  that 

have  ever  existed  between  the  members 

of  the  Board,  and  between  the  Board 

and  Faculty,  are  a  source  of  satisfac- 
tion to  all. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hoose  of  Cortland  Normal 

School  was  sent  here  by  Superintendent 

Gilmour  to  take  charge  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  school  year  after  the  death 

of  Dr.  Armstrong,  and  continued  until 
the  election  of  the  present  Principal. 
Dr.  Francis  B.  Palmer,  October  24, 

1878.  The  Hoard  had  requested  the 

State  Superintendent  to  select  a  Princi- 

pal and  when,  after  considerable  re- 
search, he  named  Dr.  Palmer,  the  se- 

lection was  promptly  ratified  unani- 
mously. Dr.  Palmer  has  now  been  in 

charge  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  and 
has,  with  the  aid  of  his  able  Faculty, 

given  us  a  first-class  school  for  the 
training  of  teachers. 

Wherever    the    graduates     of  this 
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school  have  gone  they  have  as  a  rule 

done  excellent  work.  In  scholarship, 

which  in  my  view  is  the  strong'  point 
in  any  school,  many  have  excelled. 
While  our  students  were  allowed  to 

compete  for  appointment  to  Cornell 

University,  they  always  won  or  stood 

high  on  the  list.  A  graduate  of  this 
school  who  is  an  army  officer  in  the 

Philippines,  won  his  appointment  to 
West  Point  by  competitive  examination 
against  all  the  other  aspirants  in  this 

Congressional  District,  and  he  gradu- 
ated with  high  honor  from  the  United 

States  Military  Academy. 

Another  of  our  students  obtained  his 

appointment  to  the  United  States  Naval 

Academy  at  Annapolis  by  the  same  kind 

of  competition  and  passing  highest  in 
the  examination  held  to  decide  whom 

our  Congressman  would  recommend. 
At  one  of  the  entrance  examinations 

for  Plarvard  University  last  year,  in  a 

class  of  about  one  hundred,  only  eight 
were  admitted  unconditioned,  and  of 

the  eight  who  were  thus  distinguished, 
two  were  Fredonia  Normal  School 

graduates.  These  facts  speak  louder 
than  words  as  to  the  work  done  here 

under  the  administration  of  Dr.  Parmer 
and  his  able  assistants. 

Of  the  destruction  of  our  first  Nor- 

mal School  building  and  the  loss  of 
seven  lives  by  the  fire  of  December  14, 

1900,  there  is  no  occasion  to  speak  at 
length.  It  was  an  event  which  will  be 

the  source  of  never  ending  sorrow  to 
all  who  were  connected  with  the  school 
at  that  time. 

There  was  eighty  thousand  dollars  in- 
surance on  the  building  and  contents 

and  the  policies  were  so  perfectly  in  ac- 

cord that  the  amount  was  readily  col- 
lected without  the  aid  of  an  adjuster. 

Would  the  state  rebuild?  was  the 

question  which  many  of  us  pondered 

anxiously;  for  evidences  that  other  lo- 

calities were  seeking  to  take  this  school 
from  Fredonia  began  to  multiply.  At 

this  juncture  Hon.  Samuel  Frederick 
Nixon  came  here,  met  the  Local  Board 

and  assured  us  that  he  would  stand  by 

Fredonia,  although  his  own  village  of 

Westfield  would  very  much  like  the 
school  to  be  rebuilt  there.  Mr.  Nixon 

appreciated  the  large  contribution  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  which 

this  village  had  made  to  secure  the 

school  and  with  his  keen  sense  of  jus- 
tice he  promptly  decided  that  we  should 

keep  it.  Then  we  felt  strong,  for  no 
district  in  the  state  has  a  representative 

in  the  Assembly  so  influential  as  our 

Member,  now  serving  his  fifth  term  as 
Speaker  of  that  body. 

The  members  of  the  Local  Board  and 

Faculty  in  those  trying  days  will  never 

forget  their  obligation  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  this  community  to  Speaker 

Nixon  for  his  prompt  assurance  of  sup- 

port. We  also  had  the  valuable  sym- 

pathy of  Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,  and 

the  important  co-operation  of  Hon. 
Francis  W.  Higgins,  then  our  Senator, 
now  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State. 

Soon,  through  the  influence  of  these 
gentlemen,  the  State  Architect,  G.  L. 

Heins,  appeared  in  Fredonia,  and  con- 
sulted Dr.  Palmer  as  to  the  arrange- 

ment of  rooms  for  a  new  building  of 

larger  capacity  than  its  predecessor. 
Mr.  Heins  made  every  effort  to  please 

the  Faculty  in  convenient  arrangement 
and  size  of  rooms,  and  his  success  is 

now  apparent. 

'Idle  exterior  of  the  building  was  the 
creation  of  the  architect,  and  since  its 

completion  it  meets  with  general  ap- 

proval. It  is  massive  and  imposing,  was  thor- 

oughly built  by  Contractors  Whalen  & 

Sons  of  <  )gdensburg,  and  is  viewed  with 

pride  by  residents  and  visitors.    A  val- 
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liable  feature  is  the  construction  of  both 

school  room  floors  with  steel  joists  and 
cement  so  they  are  fire  proof. 

The  plans  made,  the  next  problem 

was  to  secure  the  necessary  appropria- 
tion. The  architect  made  a  careful  esti- 
mate, and  announced  that  two  hundred 

fifty  thousand  dollars  would  be  required 
to  complete  and  furnish  the  building. 

Governor  Odell  was  seeking  to  abolish 

the  direct  state  tax,  and  was  discourag- 
ing all  large  appropriations,  but  he  was 

known  to  be  a  strong  friend  of  our  pub- 

and  give  them  such  a  building  as  they 

ought  to  have,"  replied  Mr.  Heins.  "I 
can  cut  down  the  plans  and  make  a 

cheaper  building,"  he  added,  "but  this 
building  will  cost  two  hundred  fifty 

thousand  dollars,  and  this  is  the  build- 

ing I  would  like  to  place  there."  "All 
right,"  said  the  Governor,  "go  ahead 
and  introduce  your  bill  for  that 

amount." 
As  we  came  away  from  the  Executive 

Chamber,  Mr.  Heins  said  something 

like  "Chautauqua  County  seems  to  have 
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lie  school  system.  It  was  thought  best 

to  lay  the  matter  before  him  before  de- 
ciding upon  the  amount  to  be  asked 

for. 

1  had  the  honor  of  accompanying 

Speaker  Nixon,  Senator  Higgins,  Su- 
perintendent Skinner  and  Architect 

Heins,  to  interview  the  Governor.  Mr. 

Heins  spread  his  plans  on  the  table  and 

explained  them.  "How  much  will  it 
cost?"  asked  Governor  Odell.  The 
Architect  stated  the  amount  required. 

"Could  you  get  along  with  less?"  "Not 

a  cinch,"  and  Superintendent  Skinner 

impressively  remarked:  "Gentlemen, 
that  is  the  largest  appropriation  ever 
made  by  the  State  of  New  York  for  a 

school  building." 
With  Speaker  Nixon  in  the  Assem- 

bly, and  Senator  Higgins  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  in  the  Senate, 

it  did  not  take  long  to  get  the  bill  passed 

through  both  houses.  Governor  Odell 

signed  it  March  I,  1901.  The  bill  ap- 

propriated one  hundred  seventy  thous- 
and dollars  in  addition  to  the  insur- 
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ance  money — two  hundred  fifty  thous- 
and dollars  in  all. 

Thus  was  assured  this  grand  new 

building  which  we  dedicate  today.  No 
event  so  important  in  the  history  of  our 

village  has  occurred  since  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  original  building,  the  corner 

stone  of  which  was  laid  thirty-six  years 
ago.  As  O.  W.  Johnson  said  in 
his  eloquent  address  on  that  occasion, 
we  can  fervently  repeat  now : 

"May  this  day's  work,  this  scene  of 
beauty,  leave  a  pleasant  memory  in 
thousands  of  souls,  and  when  all  rest 

in  the  grave,  may  the  happy  faces  of 
youth  still  look  from  the  windows  of 

this  temple  upon  the  beauty  which  is 
no  more  for  us,  and  may  the  voice  of 

gladness  long  echo  in  its  halls." 
And  thus  we  meet  today  with  thank- 

ful hearts — grateful  to  Governor  Odell, 

Speaker  Nixon,  Superintendent  Skin- 
ner and  all  the  others  who  have 

brought  about  this  joyful  consumma- 

tion for  us,  grateful  also  to  the  enter- 
prising citizens  who  in  the  year  1866 

by  their  liberality,  courage  and  public 
spirit  secured  the  location  of  a  State 
Normal  School  in  Fredonia ;  and  in 

our  joy  let  us  not  forget  to  revere  the 
noble  pioneers  of  1826,  who  founded 

Fredonia  Academy ;  who  manifested 
that  grand  New  England  trait  of 

counting  no  sacrifice  too  great  to  make 
in  the  cause  of  education — who  deter- 

mined that  regardless  of  their  poverty, 
of  the  hard  labor  and  self  denial  and 

even  privation  that  might  be  required, 
they  would  raise  their  children  to  a 
condition  better  than  their  own. 

FREDONIA  COMMON  IN  1835 — SHOWING  THE  OLD  ACADEMY. 



LIBRARIES. 

S1NCLAI  RVILLE  FREE  LIBRARY. 

BY  OBED  EDSON. 

There  were  few  books  and  no  librar- 
ies in  the  county  during  the  early  years 

of  its  settlement.  The  pioneer  had  lim- 
ited opportunities  to  gain  the  general 

information  and  mental  culture  that 

books  afford.  But  few  newspapers 
reached  this  then  distant  frontier  and 

those  often  weeks  after  their  publica- 
tion. Sometimes  a  single  newspaper 

was  taken  in  a  whole  settlement ;  usual- 

ly by  some  citizen  in  better  circumstan- 
ces or  possessed  of  a  stronger  desire 

for  information  than  his  neighbors. 

This  newspaper  often  answered  for  the 

whole  community.  For  many  years 

the  only  newspaper  received  in  the 

Town  of  Charlotte  was  the  Albany  Ga- 
zette, taken  by  Maj.  Samuel  Sinclear, 

the  founder  of  Sinclairville. 

This  paper  was  regarded  as  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  settlers  of  the  vi- 

cinity, and  its  arrival  at  the  postoffice 
in  Fredonia  was  watched  with  interest. 

When  it  came  it  was  eagerly  perused 
or  publicly  read  by  some  young  man 
assigned  to  that  duty,  for  the  benefit  of 

his  more  illiterate  hearers.  This  single 
sheet  brought  to  the  settlers  all  that 

they  knew  of  what  was  transpiring  with- 

out the  wilderness.  From  it  they  learn- 
ed of  the  principal  events  of  the  last 

war  with  England  and  of  the  wonderful 

campaigns  of  Napoleon,  which  then  ex- 
cited in  this  backwoods  region  the  same 

interest  and  astonishment  that  his  re- 
markable career  did  elsewhere.  With 

such  limited  facilities  for  mental  im- 

provement, without  school  and  books, 

the  early  pioneers  received  only  the 

rough  schooling  of  the  forest,  which 

proved,  however,  of  more  value  to  them 
and  their  successors  who  enjoy  the 

fruits  of  their  labor,  than  the  discipline 
of  books  and  schools. 

There  were,  however,  among  the  pi- 
oneers not  a  few  that  had  a  knowledge 

of  books  and  a  love  for  learning.  Even 

some  of  those  early  men  and  women 
were  well  educated  and  had  a  taste  for 

literature,  and  were  often  the  owners 
of  small  collections  of  well  seledted 

books  that  they  thoroughly  read  and 

freely  loaned  to  such  of  their  neighbors 
as  had  a  like  taste.  About  the  year  1824 

or  1825  book  agents  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  county  and  sold  what 

were  then  new  publications,  usually 

good  and  useful  books.  Reading  mat- 
ter began  to  be  more  plenty  but  far  less 

in  volume,  however,  than  it  was  fifty 

years  later.  Small  libraries  usually  of 
excellent  books  were  established  for  a 

while  in  many  places  in  the  county  by 

the  lovers  of  good  literature.  The 

books  of  these  little  libraries  had  com- 

paratively few  readers  but  were  more 
carefully  read  than  are  the  books  at 

the  present  time.  The  readers  often 

made  a  thorough  study  of  the  few  but 
excellent  books  within  their  reach,  and 

received  a  greater  mental  benefit  from 
reading  then  than  does  the  omnivorous 

reader  of  the  light  literature  of  modern 
times. 

In  the  Town  of  Charlotte  previous 

to  the  organizat'on  of  the  Sinclairville 
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Library  Association  there  had  existed 
several  of  these  library  societies,  which 

in  their  day  were  well  patronized  and 
rendered  valuable  service  in  forming 

the  taste  of  the  people  of  the  locality — 
filling  their  minds  with  valuable  infor- 

mation. About  the  year  1832  a  circulat- 
ing library  was  founded  at  Charlotte 

Center  called  the  Charlotte  Center  Pri- 
vate Library  Association.  It  contained 

two  hundred  or  three  hundred  volumes 

of  good  books  and  continued  in  exist- 
ence until  about  the  year  1842,  when 

the  library  was  dissolved  and  the  books 
distributed  among  its  members.  About 

the  year  1840  a  circulating  library  was 
formed  at  Sinclairville.  It  contained 

seventy-five  or  one  hundred  volumes 
but  was  not  in  existence  long.  About 

the  year  1856  the  Farmers'  Club  of  Sin- 
clairville founded  a  small  library  of 

Agricultural  works  which  had  but  a 
short  existence. 

In  1838,  school  district  libraries  were 

established  by  law.  No  public  appro- 
priation involving  so  little  outlay  has 

been  productive  of  so  much  mental  and 
moral  benefit  as  that  for  school  district 
libraries.  These  libraries  consisted  of 

excellent  standard  books  of  history, 
travel  and  philosophy  written  by  the 
best  authors.  Thev  were  the  sources 

from  whence  many  thinking  young"  men 
and  women  were  able  to  store  their 

minds  in  country  neighborhoods.  Many 
a  youth  has  derived  his  taste  for  study 

and  reading  solely  from  these  books. 
His  habits  and  his  whole  life  were  in- 

fluenced by  them.  The  benefits  that 

these  school  district  libraries  gave  to 
the  young  were  not  at  all  appreciated 
at  the  time  by  the  most  of  the  parents, 

they  were,  however,  by  very  many  of 

their  children  who,  when  grown  to  man- 
hood, remembered  with  gratitude  the 

value  that  they  had  been  to  them  in  es- 
tablishing their  mental  tastes  and  char- 

acter. 

The  Sinclairville  Library  Association 
was  founded  February  4,  1870,  by  Rev. 

E.  P.  McElroy,  by  the  donation  of  his 

private  library  of  one  hundred  eighty- 
five  volumes  and  of  twenty-five  dollars 
in  money  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  now 
the  oldest  public  circulating  library  in 
the  County  of  Chautauqua. 

When  it  was  founded  there  was  no 

general  law  in  the  state  which  made 

it  practicable  for  the  incorporation  of 
libraries  in  the  country  counties  and 

outside  of  the  larger  cities.  This  con- 
dition continued  to  exist  when  the  Bar- 

ker Library  at  Fredonia  was  founded. 
Obed  Edson  was  then  a  member  of  the 

Legislature  from  Chautauqua  County. 

In  1875,  he  drew,  presented  to  the  As- 
sembly and  procured  the  passage  of  the 

first  act  in  the  state  authorizing  the  in- 
corporation of  country  private  libraries. 

This  act  continued  to  be  the  only  law 

that  had  practical  application  to  the 

country  districts  for  many  years.  Un- 
der it  a  great  number  of  libraries 

sprung  up  in  all  parts  of  the  state. 
In  the  deed  of  trust  Mr.  McElroy 

designated  the  following  named  per- 
sons :  Alonzo  Langworthy,  B.  W. 

Field,  Nelson  Mitchell,  Obed  Edson, 

W.  W.  Henderson,  H.  H.  Allen,  John 
H.  Pearson,  Edwin  L.  Husted,  William 

Johnson,  John  F.  Phelps  and  A.  A. 
Stevens,  Jr.,  and  their  successors  as 
Trustees  of  the  Sinclairville  Library 
Association  who  were  to  have  and  hold 

the  same  forever,  as  a  public  library  for 

general  circulation  among  the  people 
of  Sinclairville  and  vicinity. 

This  library  was  instituted  for  no 
class  but  for  all  the  men,  women  and 

children  alike  in  the  vicinity.  In  the 

deed  of  trust  the  purpose  of  such  do- 

nation was  declared  to  be,  "to  encour- 
age the  youth  of  Sinclairville  and  vicin- 

ity to  form  good  habits,  and  a  taste  for 

reading,  and  to  promote  the  mental  im- 

provement of  all  in  said  place." 
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The  library  so  founded  has  been  now 

in  existence  over  a  third  of  a  century 

and  during  this  period  has  always  been 

opened  and  constantly  patronized.  It 

has  been  liberally  supported  by  the 
community.  The  ladies  of  Sinclairville 

and  vicinity  earlv  organized  an  Aid  So- 
ciety, and  by  means  of  festivals,  dime 

societies  and  socials  have  at  all  times 

during  its  history,  given  it  a  substantial 

support.  Among  its  principal  donors 
were  Mrs.  B.  W.  Field,  Mrs.  Dora  Eld- 

ridge  and  the  Sinclairville  Dramatic  So- 
cieties. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  society 

the  following'  persons  have  been  its 
Presidents  in  the  order  in  which  they 

are  named :  Alonzo  Langworthy,  John 

F.  Phelps  and  John  Dingley.  Obed 
Edson  has  been  its  Secretary  during  its 

existence  ;  the  following  named  persons 
have  been  Librarians  in  the  order  in 

which  they  are  named :  Fanny  A.  Ed- 
son,  C.  W.  Hedges,  Edwin  L.  Husted, 

A.  L.  Staples,  John  M.  Edson,  Mrs. 

Ann  Elizabeth  (Heywood)  Fife,  Wil- 
liam Hinchliffe,  Mrs.  Ann  Elizabeth 

(H.)  Fife.  During  a  long  period,  six- 
teen vears  in  all,  Mrs.  Fife  has  rendered 

faithful  and  valuable  service  as  Librar- 
ian to  the  society.  In  1903  she  was 

succeeded  by  Will  C.  Scott,  Mrs.  Abbie 

(Scott)  Doty  being  the  present  acting 
Librarian. 

The  library  was  first  kept  in  the  law 
office  of  Obed  Edson  on  the  north  side 

of  Main  street  west  of  the  hotel;  then 

in  the  building  west  of  the  Grange  build- 
ing, at  the  dwelling  house  of  Obed  Ed- 
son, at  the  dwelling  now  occupied  bv 

William  Spear,  in  the  Grange  build- 
ing, in  the  dwelling  house  for  over 

thirteen  years  of  the  late  C.  J.  Allen 

and  now  at  the  building  of  Will  C.  Scott 

on  the  street  west  of  the  public  com- 
mon. 

December  12,  1894,  it  was  chartered 

a  free  library  under  the  State  Board 

of  Regents  by  the  name  of  "Sinclair- 
ville Free  Library."  It  is  the  second 

free  library  that  has  been  established  in 

the  county,  being  only  preceded  by  the 

Prendergast  Library  of  Jamestown. 
There  are  now  seventeen  hundred 

eighty-eight  bound  volumes,  besides 
pamphlets  and  documents  in  the  library. 
Books  have  been  selected  with  ref- 

erence to  their  real  value  and  the 

healthy  demand  of  the  reading  public. 
Besides  a  liberal  number  of  works  of 

fiction,  there  are  many  excellent  books 

of  history,  travel,  poetry,  science  and 

general  literature. 

During  the  thirty-three  years  of  its 
existence  the  library  has  always  had  a 

large  patronage  of  readers  in  Sinclair- 
ville and  the  country  around  it.  It  is 

estimated  that  many  more  thian  the 
number  of  volumes  that  now  compose 

the  library  have  been  worn  out  by  its 

readers  in  the  natural,  careful  and  legit- 
imate use  of  the  books.  More  than  one 

thousand  books  have  been  taken  from 

the  library  by  readers  during  the  last 
six  months. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Sinclair- 
ville Free  Library  are  John  Dingley, 

President ;  George  Montague,  Vice 

President  ;John  H.  Cummings, Treasur- 
er ;  Obed  Edson,  Secretary;  Will  C. 

Scott,  John  F.  Phelps,  Royal  E.  Shel- 
don, Mrs.  Lellie  (Cotton)  Putnam, 

Obed  Edson,  George  Montague,  John 

Dingley,  Dr.  Charles  Cleland,  William 

N.  Spear,  Ben  T.  Sheldon,  Dr.  George 
F.  Smith  and  William  C.  Scott,  Trus- 

tees. Mrs.  Minnie  (Do<rsett)  Smith, 

Alice  (Young)  Briggs,  Rose  (Mascal) 

Scott,  Ida  (Irvin)  Cleland,  Minnie  (Mor- 
ris) Dennison,  Mary  (Reed)  Cummings, 

Clara  (Coveny)  Ferguson,  Ella  (Col- 
man)  Spear,  Mary  (Wood)  Dingley. 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of 

which  Airs.  Alice  Briggs  is  the  Chair- 
man. 
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PATTERSON  LIBRARY  OF  WESTFIELD. 

In  the  history  of  Chautauqua  County 
there  are  no  names  more  honored  than 

those  of  Lieut.  Gov.  George  W.  Patter- 
son and  his  gentle,  stately  wife,  Hannah 

W.  (Dickey)  Patterson. 
In  a  long  life,  spent  largely  in  the 

service  of  the  state  in  its  Legislature 

and  of  the  nation  in  Congress,  Mr.  Pat- 
terson always  showed  a  deep  interest 

in  all  good  causes,  but  no  cause  was 
dearer  to  his  heart  than  that  of  public 
education.  Knowing  this,  his  devoted 

daughter,  Hannah  W.  Patterson,  felt 

Library.  A  charter  for  the  library  was 

granted  March  19,  1896,  by  the  Re- 
gents of  the  University  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  with  the  following  incorpor- 
ators :  George  W.  Patterson,  Frances 

D.  Patterson,  Catharine  L.  Crandall, 

George  W.  Patterson,  Jr.,  Hannah  W. 

Forbes,  Frances  T.  Faust,  Frank  Wil- 
liam Crandall,  Merib  Rowley  Patterson, 

Harry  F.  Forbes,  William  H.  Faust  and 

Margaret  G.  McNeill.  Of  these  the  offi- 
cers were  George  W.  Patterson,  Presi- 
dent;  George  W.  Patterson,  Jr.,  Vice 

TEMPORARY  BUILDING  PATTERSON  LIBRARY,  WESTFIELD.  N.  Y. 

that  mi  memorial  of  her  parents  could 
be  more  fitting  than  a  public  library  to 

furnish  to  all  within  its  reach  the  possi- 
bilties  of  knowledge,  culture  and  recre- 

ation. In  making  this  bequest  Miss 

Patterson  had  no  thought  that  the  li- 
brary would  also  stand  as  a  memorial 

of  her  own  unostentatious  life  of  kind 

and  generous  deeds. 
At  her  death  in  1894  she  left  to  her 

brother,  George  W.  Patterson,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 

carry  out  her  plans  for  the  Memorial 

President ;  Catharine  L.  Crandall,  Sec- 

retarv ;  Frank  William  Crandall,  Treas- 
urer ;  Frances  D.  Patterson,  Librarian. 

These  officers  have  been  annually  re- 
elected and  have  worked  hard  and  faith- 

fully for  the  success  of  thedibrary.  The 
finances  have  been  so  well  administered 

that  not  only  has  the  public  had  the 
benefit  of  a  liberal  selection  of  the  best 

literature,  but  a  fund  has  accumulated 

for  a  permanent  library  building  with- 
out encroachment  upon  the  original  en- 

dowment. 
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George  W.  Patterson,  recently  de- 
ceased, enlarged  a  dwelling  house  on 

South  Portage  Street  and  generously 

gave  the  use  of  it  for  temporary  quar- 
ters. He  also  deeded  to  the  library  cen- 

trally located  property  where  a  hand- 
some library  building,  with  all  modern 

appliances  will  soon  be  erected. 

On  July  ist,  1897,  the  library  with 

six  thousand  three  hundred  twenty  vol- 
umes was  quietly  opened  to  the  public 

without  ceremony.  The  books,  num- 
bering over  thirteen  thousand  in  1904, 

are  classified  by  the  decimal  system,  with 

an  analytical  card  catalogue.  A  finding 

list  was  issued  in  1900  followed  by  a 
supplement  in  1903. 

The  reference  department  contains 

five  hundred  thirty-two  unusually  well 
chosen  books  and  the  reading  rooms 

are  supplied  with  sixty  periodicals.  The 

Associate  Librarian  at  the  opening  of 

the  library  was  Miss  Katharine  M. 

Mack,  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute,  who 
continued  in  charge  until  1898.  Her 
successor  is  Miss  Sarah  H.  Ames  of  the 

Albany  Library  School.  The  assistants 
have  been  Miss  Bertha  Royce,  J.  Thayer 

Fenner,  Miss  Emma  W.  Piehl,  and 

Miss  Ruth  E.  Thompson. 

The  free  use  of  the  library  which  is 

open  daily,  Sundays  excepted,  is  ex- 
tended to  the  neighboring  towns.  The 

annual  circulation  of  books  is  twenty- 

three  thousand  one  hundred  fifty-eight, 
which  is  remarkably  high  for  a  village 

of  twenty-five  hundred  inhabitants.  The 

library  co-operates  with  the  schools  and 
clubs  in  all  educational  and  literary 
work  and  aims  to  advance  the  intellec- 

tual life  of  the  community. 
[For  portrait  and  biography  of  Hannah  W.  Patterson, 

see  Westfield  section  this  volume.] 

D.  R.  BARKER  LIBRARY,  FREDONIA. 

BY  JNO.  E.  SANFORD. 

D.  R.  Barker  Library  of 
Fredonia  is  a  monument  to 

the  public  spirit  of  the  men 
and  women  of  that  village, 

exhibited  both  in  liberal  gifts 

and  constant  care  and  plan- 
ning for  over  a  quarter  of  a 

century. 

sanfobd.  It  had  its  beginning  in  a 

free  public  reading  room  op- 
ened in  1874  by  the  same  people  who 

founded  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  counter  attraction 

to  the  saloon  and  affording  a  meeting 

place  for  the  men  and  women  of  the 

village.  Through  diligent  effort  the  in- 
stitution was  maintained  for  several 

years,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  the 

Fredonia  Library  Association,  a  sub- 
scription organization.    The  first  books 

were  a  set  of  sixteen  of  the  works  of 

Mark  Twain,  given  by  the  author,  who 
had  taken  a  kindly  interest  in  the  affairs 

of  the  village.  The  management  was 

largely  by  the  same  capable  men  and 
women  who  are  giving  their  efforts  for 

the  institution  today,  a  wing  of  the  pres- 
ent building  being  used  for  the  purpose. 

In  1883  Mr.  Darwin  R.  Barker,  son 
of  General  Leverett  Barker,  one  of  the 

highly  respected  early  residents,  pur- 
chased the  family  mansion  and  a  lot 

60x100  feet  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 

Day  streets,  and  presented  it  to  the 
village  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
a  public  library,  to  be  known  as  the 
D.  R.  Barker  Library  Association, 

for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  village. 

Under  act  of  the  legislature  the  con- 
trol of  the  library  was  vested  in  a  self- 
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perpetuating  board  of  nine  directors, 
consisting  of  Darwin  R.  Barker,  John 

S.  Lambert,  Benjamin  F.  Skinner,  Louis 

McKinstry,  Clarence  M.  Howard,  Lev- 
erett  B.  Greene,  John  Miller,  Heman 

D.  M.  Miner  and  Festus  Day,  who  ap- 
pointed a  Board  of  Lady  Managers 

wihto  have  taken  the  direct  work  of 

maintaining  and  engineering  the  li- 

brary's affairs. 
With  the  magnificent  act  of  Mr.  Bar- 

ker and  a  fund  of  $t,ooo  created  by  Mr. 

D.  R.  BARKER  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 
FREDONIA.  N.  V. 

Charles  L.  Mark,  together  with  many 

other  beneficences,  and  painstaking  ef- 
forts skillfully  directed,  the  library  grew 

steadily  in  usefulness. 

Its  shelves  contained  in  1895  nearly 
lour  thousand  volumes  which  were  ac- 

cessible for  a  small  annual  fee,  while  its 

reference  department  was  free.  The 
hall  on  the  second  floor  was  the  meet- 

ing place  for  several  literary  and  art 
societies  that  were  a  strong  educative 
factor,  and  in  the  same  room  a  valuable 
historical  collection  was  maintained.  It 

remained  for  Hon.  Louis  McKinstry  to 
secure  the  measure  which  was  needed 

to  make  it  the  valuable  public  institution 

of  today  by  securing  an  appropriation 
from  the  Village  Board  of  1896  which 

would  enable  the  management  to  do 

away  with  the  fee  system  and  make  the 
library  free  to  residents  of  the  village. 

The  first  appropriation  was  three  hun- 
dred fifty  dollars,  which  has  since  been 

increased  to  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  last  annual  report  showed  the 

possession  of  six  thousand  nine  hundred 

fifty-five  books,  with  an  annual  circula- 
tion of  thirty  thousand  six  hundred 

eighteen.  The  building  which  seemed 
ample  for  all  needs  at  the  time  of  its 

generous  J)estowal  in  1882,  is  alreadv 
becoming  too  small,  and  it  is  believed 
that  whole-hearted  citizens  would  donate 

funds  for  a  fire-proof  annex  if  the  per- 
mission of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Barker  can 

be  secured  to  slightly  stretching  the 

provisions  of  his  gift  in  a  way  which  it 
is  felt  he  would  approve  were  he  alive. 

Only  one  heir  stands  out  for  the  letter 
of  the  deed,  and  from  correspondence 

it  appears  that  her  zeal  for  her  uncle 

Leverett's  wishes  is  subject  to  change 
for  a  consideration,  which  has  not  yet 

been  offered  her.  Correspondence  has 

also  been  held  which  may  possibly  re- 
sult in  a  Carnegie  library  being  located 

in  Fredonia.  An  amendment  to  the  vil- 

lage charter  permitting  the  village  to 

appropriate  three  thousand  dollars  for 
the  site  for  any  building  so  given  passed 

the  Legislature  in  1902.  Nothing,  how- 

ever will  ever  be  done  by  Fredonia's 
citizens  to  cast  in  the  shade  the  names 

of  those  who  have  already  done  so 

much  for  the  branch  of  the  "people's 
university"  located  in  their  midst. 

The  present  Board  of  Directors  is 
composed  as  follows :  President,  Hon. 
John  S.  Lambert ;  Vice  President, 
Benj.  F.  Skinner;  Secretary,  Leverett 

B.  Greene ;  Treasurer,  Winfield  A.  Hol- 
comb ;  Charles  L.  Mark,  John  Miller, 

Festus  Day,  Dr.  M.  M.  Fenner,  Hon. 
Louis  McKinstry.  Board  of  Lady 

Managers,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Skinner,  Presi- 
dent ;  Mrs.  George  G.  Miner,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer ;  Mrs.  L.  B.  Greene, 

Librarian ;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Gushing,  Chair- 
man Historical  Room  Committee ;  Mrs. 

Louis  McKinstry,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Barnum, 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Curtis,  Miss  M.  J.  Prescott, 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Frisbee,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Barker, 
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Miss  L.  C.  Barker,  Mrs.  Franklin  Bur- 
ritt. 

Probably  no  one  person  has  done 
more  to  make  the  library  a  success 

than  the  gracious  librarian,  Mrs.  L.  B. 

Greene.    She  is  capable  and  painstak- 

ing, and  has  been  or  especial  help  to 

the  younger  people  in  shaping  their 
reading  tastes.  She  is  ably  assisted  by 

Miss  Josephine  Teller  and  Miss  Helen 
G.  Atwood. 

BROOKS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  OF  DUNKIRK. 

BY  LEE  C.  ROBERTSON. 

LEE  O.  ROBERTSON". 

The  public  library  of  Dun- 
kirk has  been  in  existence 

for  more  than  three  decades, 

during  which  time  it  has  ex- 
erted a  powerful  influence  for 

good  among  all  classes 
Prior  to  1872  Dunkirk  had 

no  public  library  and  reading 
room  and  its  absence  was 

most  keenly  felt.  It  hap- 
pened one  day  in  1871  that  Mrs.  Henry 

Ruggles  of  Fourth  street  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Bookstaver  were  out 

driving.  At  that  time  Mrs.  Ruggles 

remarked :  "Dunkirk  ought  to  have  a 

public  library."  Mrs.  Bookstaver  was 
favorably  impressed  and  set  about  to 

plan  for  one.  The  time  was  ripe  for 

such  an  undertaking  so  it  was  an  easy 

matter  to  get  the  people  of  the  city 
interested.  Public  meetings  were  called 

and  largely  attended  by  the  most  prom- 
inent people  of  the  place.  One  was 

held  in  the  Nelson  Opera  House  and 
the  other  in  the  basement  of  the  First 

Baptist  Church.  These  gatherings  of 
the  people  crystallized  in  the  formation 

of  the  Dunkirk  Library  Association  as 

a  stock  company  on  January  13,  1872. 

The  constitution  was  adopted  January 

15,  1872,  having  for  its  object  the  for- 
mation of  a  public  library  and  reading 

room  with  such  additional  objects  of  a 
literary  character  as  might  from  time 

to  time  be  decided  upon  by  the  mem- 

bers. A.  glance  at  a  partial  list  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  formative  period  of 

the  institution  shows  the  solid  backing 
it  had. 

The  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  orig- 
inally subscribed  in  stock  was  taken 

in  the  main  by  these  persons: 
Truman  R.  Colman,  E.  S.  Colman, 

H.  G.  Brooks,  L.  G.  Risley,  B.  W. 

Clarke,  A.  J.  Avery,  Oron  Monroe, 

George  Foggan,  J.  H.  Van  Buren, 
Walter  Finkel,  M.  L.  Hinman,  H.  J. 

Howe,  Frank  May,  W.  T.  Colman. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  L.  Bookstaver,  S.  J.  Gif- 
ford,  William  Zimmermann,  F.  W. 

Ames,  Dr.  Julien  T.  Williams,  H.  J.  D. 
Miner,  Dr.  Byron  Rathbun,  W.  B. 

O'Connell,  J.  C.  Smith,  Richard  L. 
Cary,  George  P.  Isham,  Tracy  W. 

Niles,  David  Blackham,  Daniel  O'Don- 

nell,  Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  Charles 
Blood,  Charles  Grosvenor,  Eugene 

Cary,  Richard  Mulholland,  P.  J.  Mul- 
holland,  L.  K.  Fullagar,  A.  E.  Pattison, 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Brooks,  Daniel  W.  Abell, 
William  A.  Fox,  John  T.  McDonough, 

James  M.  Cassety,  William  R.  Morgan, 
Francis  S.  Edwards,  Robert  Nelson, 

Charles  E.  Hequembourg,  Dr.  George 

E.  Blackham  and  many  others  who  sub- 
scribed smaller  amounts. 

In  May,  1872,  the  preliminary  organ- 
ization was  effected  and  the  library 

opened  to  the  public  hi  the  Monro© 

block  over  Casper  K.  Abell's  bookstore 
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with  Mrs.  M.  Elizabeth  Burcher  as  Li- 
brarian. A  tax  of  two  dollars  a  year 

was  required  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
the  institution.  Although  nominal, 
even  this  small  sum  deterred  many  who 

needed  the  library  and  reading  room, 

from  drawing  books.  In  time  the  col- 
lection of  books  was  moved  to  City 

Hall  where  it  remained  until  the  Wo- 

men's Educational  and  Industrial  Union 
completed  the  fine  structure  near  the 
corner  of  Fourth  street  and  Central 

avenue,  when  it  was  moved  to  that 

building  where  it  was  located  for  sev- 
eral years. 

On  May  9,  1898,  a  new  era  dawned 

for  the  library  which  had  a  full  realiza- 
tion in  January,  1899,  when  the  effects 

were  moved  to  the  home  of  the  late 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horatio  G.  Brooks.  On 

the  first  mentioned  date  Frederick  H. 

Stevens,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Brooks, 

sent  a  letter  to  the  Young  Men's  Asso- 
ciation as  follows : 

"For  some  time  past  I  have  watched  with 
interest  the  effort  the  members  of  our  as- 

sociation were  putting  forth  to  erect  a 
building  in  which  the  young  men  of  Dun- 

kirk could  find  a  permanent  home  and  re- 
ceive the  benefits  of  a  library,  debating  so- 
ciety, manual  training  rooms,  etc.,  and  have 

realized  it  would  mean  months  before  a 
fund  for  this  purpose  would  be  sufficient  for 
them  to  feel  justified  in  beginning  the  erec- 

tion of  this  building. 
"While  in  Los  Angeles  this  winter  I  dis- 

cussed the  subject  of  our  future  plans  with 
Mrs.  Solano  and  Mrs.  Stevens,  and  found 
they  entertained  the  same  interest  in  your 
work  that  I  have  felt,  and  were  willing  to 
assist  you  in  a  substantial  manner  towards 
acquiring  a  building,  thereby  allowing  you 
to  continue  your  unselfish  work  in  the  pub- 

lic's interest.  They  have  authorized  me, 
therefore,  to  offer  you  the  homestead  pro- 

perty on  Central  Avenue,  Sixth  and  Eagle 
Streets,  the  building  on  Eagle  Street  for  a 
permanent  home  for  the  Young  Men's  Asso- ciation, and  the  residence  for  a  hospital  or 
free  library,  or  both,  in  the  memory  of  their 
father  and  mother.  The  only  stipulation  in 
connection  with  this  gift  is  that  in  the  event 
of  the  association  surrendering  its  charter 
01  failure  to  use  the  property  for  such  pur- 

poses as  above  mentioned,  it  shall  revert 

to  the  estate." 
Two  thousand  volumes  were  turned 

over  to  the  Young  Men's  Association 

BROOKS  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  AND  LIBRARY  BUILDING,  DUNKIRK,  N.  Y. 
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by  the  Dunkirk  Library  Association 
and  five  hundred  volumes  were  immed- 

iately purchased.  In  the  summer  of 

1899  the  books  were  carefully  cata- 
logued by  the  Dewey  system  so  it  is  an 

easy  matter  for  any  person  to  ascertain 
the  contents.  The  annual  issue  of 

books  will  approach  thirty-five  thous- 
and volumes,  while  under  the  original 

fee  system  the  annual  issue  was  on  an 

average  two  hundred  eighty  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  1902  the  library  num- 
bered five  thousand  two  hundred  sixty 

volumes  with  twenty-three  hundred 
ninety  classified  as  works  of  fiction,  less 

than  one-half  of  the  entire  number.  Be- 

sides allowing  the  privilege  of  drawing 
books  free,  the  library  is  much  used 

for  reference  by  all  classes  of  the  city. 
The  certificate  of  registry  of  the 

Brooks  Memorial  Library  with  the  Pub- 

lic Libraries  Department  is  dated  Jan- 
uary  20,    1899,   having   at   that  time 

these  directors :  Harry  C.  Hequem- 
bourg,  George  E.  Blackham,  Alfred  J. 
Lunt,  Hasard  P.  Monroe,  Adelbert  W 

Cummings,  Elton  Dean  Warner,  Fred- 
erick F.  Jewell,  James  A.  Holstein  and 

William  P.  Heyl. 

Under  an  amendment  to  the  charter 

the  City  of  Dunkirk  appropriates 
twelve  hundred  fifty  dollars  annually  to 

its  maintenance.  Miss  Carrie  M.  Mon- 
chow  has  been  its  Librarian  for  several 

years,  assuming  the  place  soon  after 
the  institution  came  under  the  control 

of  the  Young  Men's  Association.  There 
is  persistent  talk  of  providing  a  new 

building-  for  the  library  as  it  is  over- 

crowded, the  room  at  hand  being  limit- 
ed owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Brooks 

Memorial  Hospital  also  occupies  the 

greater  portion  of  the  Brooks  home. 

On  June  1,  1904,  the  name  of  the 
Brooks  Memorial  Library  was  changed 
to  that  of  the  Dunkirk  Free  Library. 

THE  JAMES  PRENDERGAST  FREE  LIBRARY. 

BY  MARY  EMOGENE  HAZELTINE. 

MARY  E.  HAZELTINB. 

When  James  Prendergast 

died  in  1879,  aged  only  thirty- 
one,  a  most  promising  career 
was  seemingly  ended.  At 
that  time  his  friends  could 

not  see  beyond  the  shock 

and  grief  of  his  death,  to  the 
institution  that  was  to  bear 

his  name  and  do  his  work  in 

the  community  that  was  his 
home.  Although  all  had  recognized 

that  by  birth,  education  and  equipment 

James  Prendergast  was  destined  to  fill 
a  conspicuous  place,  yet  few  realized 
his  true  strength  until  it  was  revealed 

by  death.  Among  his  private  papers  his 
parents  found  memoranda  for  a  will 

containing  among  other  items,  one  de- 

voting the  income  from  the  Prender- 
gast building,  a  fine  business  block 

erected  by  him  in  1 876,  to  a  fund  for  a 

free  public  library  in  Jamestown.  The 

free  library  movement,  potent  through- 
out the  land  today,  was  then  only  in  its 

infancy  and  because  James  Prendergast 

planned  a  free  library  twenty-five  years 
ago  has  he  revealed  himself  a  humani- 

tarian and  a  prophet. 

The  vision  of  the  library  that  lames 

Prendergast  saw  his  parents  at  once 
prepared  to  make  real,  and  on  January 
29th,  1880,  only  a  month  after  his  death, 
they  transferred  to  the  James  Prender- 

gast Library  Association  of  Jamestown, 

New  York,  which  had  been  incorporat- 
ed under  a  charter  prepared  by  Eleazer 
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Green  and  passed,  as  a  special  act  of  the 

Legislature  (Laws  of  1880,  Chapter 

III),  the  Prendergast  building,  the  pro- 

perty to  be  held  inviolate  as  an  endow- 
ment for  a  library.  The  charter  named 

as  Trustees  of  this  association,  Robert 

Newland,  William  C.  J.  Hall,  Frank  E. 

Gifford,  Eleazer  Green,  Jr.,  Solomon 

Jones,  Lucius  B.  Warner  and  William 
H.  Proudfit,  chosen  for  this  office  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prendergast  because  they 

had  been  either  warm  personal  friends 
or  trusted  advisers  of  their  son. 

After  a  few  years  the  father  and 

mother  found  a  site  that  pleased  them, 

JAMES  PRENDERGAST 
FOUND  EK  OF  IB E  JAMES  PRENDERGAST  FREE 

LI  BR  AR  V. 

an  open  square  on  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
a  fitting  location  for  a  library  building, 

and  this  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 

Trustees.  Then,  eager  to  see  this  me- 
morial to  their  son  completed  before 

the  last  summons  came  to  them,  the 

Trustees  were  empowered  to  erect  a 

fire-proof  stone  building  on  the  site  al- 

ready provided.  Before  the  founda- 
tions were  laid,  Alexander  T.  Prender- 
gast had  joined  his  son,  and  the  task 

of  personal  supervision  fell  to  the  moth- 
er alone.   It  was  her  dearest  wish  to  live 

to  see  the  library  completed  and  in  use, 
but  this  was  not  granted  her,  and  the 

building,  a  memorial  to  James  Prender- 
gast, is  also  a  monument  to  the  father 

and  mother  who  so  munificently  carried 
out  his  wishes.  The  vision  was  his,  the 

task  theirs,  while  the  benefits  belong  to 
their  fellow  townsmen  to  the  end  of 
time. 

The  library  building,  an  imposing 

structure  of  Medina  stone,  was  complet- 
ed, furnished  and  decorated  under  the 

supervision  of  the  Trustees,  with  funds 

provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prendergast. 
The  Trustees  purchased  the  books  for 

the  circulating  department,  and  organ- 
ized and  equipped  the  library  from  the 

accrued  funds  of  their  trust.  Alexan- 

der T.  Prendergast  willed  all  his  pro- 

perty to  Mrs.  Prendergast  who  be- 
queathed the  association  twenty-five 

thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  for 

paintings  for  the  art  gallery,  and  five 
thousand  dollars  for  books  for  the 

reference  department.  Thus  richlv 

equipped  the  library  was  dedicated  with 
fitting  ceremonies  on  December  1st, 

1891,  and  on  the  following  dav  was 

thrown  open  to  the  public. 

The  work  of  the  library  since  that  op- 
ening day  has  been  to  carry  out  the 

ideals  of  the  founders,  to  make  it  a 

center  of  education,  culture  and  inspira- 
tion for  every  citizen  of  Jamestown. 

The  broad  policy  adopted  by  the  Trus- 
tees when  the  library  was  organized 

has  enabled  it  to  keep  abreast  of  all 

modern  methods  and  thought,  and  al- 

ways to  make  this  gift  of  the  Pren- 
dergast family  of  the  highest  use  to  the 

city  through  the  circulating  and  refer- 
ence books,  the  reading  room  and  art 

gallery. 

The  circulating  and  reference  depart- 
ments are  organized  after  the  approved 

modern  system  of  classification,  with  a 
dictionary  card  catalogue  and  other 
technical  aids  for  readers.    The  reading 
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periodicals  and  newspapers.  The  ref- 

erence department  of  ten  thousand  vol- 

umes is  unusually  strong-  because  of 
the  special  sum  given  by  Mrs.  Pren- 
dergast  for  its  inception,  and  the  ad- 

dition of  the  Prendergast  private  li- 
brary. Its  greatest  strength  is  in  books 

for  general  reference,  in  full  sets  of 

American  magazines,  in  American  his- 

tory, especially  the  colonial  and  revolu- 
tionary periods,  and  in  genealogy, 

though  other  classes  of  learning  are  not 

neglected. 
The  art  gallery  is  the  unique  feature 

honor  in  the  gallery,  and  will  show  to 

coming  generations  the  noble  faces  of 
those  who  have  done  so  much  for 

Jamestown.  American  art  is  further 

represented  by  a  marine  from  the  brush 
of  Richards,  a  landscape  by  Cropsey,  a 

sheep  canvas  by  A.  Bryan  Wall  and 

"After  the  Hunt"  by  Walter  Gay.  One 

of  Perrault's  famous  pictures  of  child 
life,  typical  canvases  by  Haquette,  Bol- 
dini,  Alfred  Stevens,  Vibert,  Mauve, 

Rico,  Robie,  LeFebvre,  Berne-Belle- 
cour  and  others — tell  briefly  the  value 
and  merit  of  the  collection  and  the  for- 

eign schools  represented.  The  selection 

JAMES  PRENDERGAST  FREE  LIBRARY. 

of  the  library,  for  there  are  few  librar- 
ies in  the  country  that  can  offer  the 

culture  and  joy  to  be  gained  from  the 

works  of  great  artists,  as  the  Prender- 
gast library  is  enabled  to  do,  because 

of  the  special  provision  of  its  founders. 

The  gallery  occupies  one  wing  of  the 

building,  and  upon  its  walls  are  repre- 
sentative canvases  of  the  leading  artists 

of  the  modern  schools.  Portraits  of 

the  Prendergast  family,  the  work  of 

the  eminent  American  portrait  painter, 

Daniel  Huntington,  occupy  the  place  of 

of  this  collection  fell  to  the  executors  of 

Mrs.  Prendergast's  will,  Robert  N.  Mar- 
vin and  Willis  (  ).  Benedict,  and  great 

credit  is  due  them  for  the  admirable  se- 

lection of  the  thirty-one  choice  pictures. 
The  gallery  is  a  source  of  enjoyment  to 
many  visitors  every  year,  strangers  as 
well  as  citizens  sharing  in  its  beauties. 
The  statistics  show  that  an  average  of 
five  thousand  people  have  annually  vis- 

ited the  gallery. 

During  the  years  that  the  library  has 
been  open  to  the  public,  there  has  been 



94 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

a  steady  increase  in  its  use  ;  beginning 

with  a  circulation  of  thirty-eight  thous- 
and seven  hundred  twenty-seven  vol- 

umes, the  thirteenth  annual  report,  for 

the  year  ending  May  31st,  1904,  gives 

a  ciruculation  of  seventy-four  thousand 

one  hundred  eighty-four  volumes,  near- 
ly double  the  use  in  the  first  years. 

From  a  small  number  of  readers  in  the 

reading  room,  the  attendance  has  aver- 
aged fifteen  thousand  annually  during 

and  the  children.  It  is  the  policy  of  the 

library  not  only  to  provide  the  books 
needed,  but  to  insure  that  everyone 
who  seeks  any  information  whatever 

shall  have  the  personal  attention  and 

help  of  the  staff.  The  library  further 
aims  by  its  bulletins,  book  lists  and 

book  exhibits  to  suggest  to  its  patrons 
books  that  might  be  overlooked,  and  in 

every  way  possible  to  create  a  taste  and 
desire  for  the  best  books. 

ENTRANCE  TO  THE  JAMES  PRENDEHGAST  FREE  LIBRARY. 

the  last  five  years,  while  eighteen  hun- 
dred students  have  come  annually 

to  study  in  the  well  appointed  ref- 
erence department.  The  circulating 

department  of  twelve  thousand  vol- 
umes supplies  not  only  books  for 

recreative  reading,  but  for  study  also. 
It  aims  especially  to  meet  the  needs  of 

those  engaged  in  the  many  industries 

of  Jamestown,  the  various  study  clubs, 

James  Prendergast  builded  better 
than  he  knew  when  he  planned  a  free 

public  library  for  Jamestown,  and  his 

parents  in  carrying  out  his  plans,  erect- 
ed not  only  a  monument  to  their  son, 

but  endowed  an  institution  that  will 
enrich  and  enoble  the  life  of  the  whole 

community.  The  career  that  was  seem- 
ingly ended  when  James  Prendergast 

died,  was  in  truth  only  begun,  for  his 
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work  is  being  done  every  day  through 
the  library,  and  his  influence  goes  into 

every  home  where  a  library  book  goes, 
and  reaches  out  to  everyone  that  comes 

to  the  library  to  read  or  study  or  view 

the  paintings.  The  James  Prendergast 

free  library  is  a  noble  memorial  of  a 

COAT-OF-AHAIS,  PRENDERGAST  FAMILY. 
BOOK  PLATE  OF  THE  JAMES  PR  END  E  R- 

CJAST  FREE  LIBRARY. 

noble  man,  one  who  loved  his  fellow- 
men  and  wished  to  serve  them. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  selected  by 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prendergast  has  changed 
since  1880,  as  several  of  its  members 

have  died.  It  is  a  self-perpetrating 
body,  the  members  serving  for  life. 
William  C.  J.  Hall,  the  first  President 

of  the  Board,  died  in  October,  1887, 
and  Robert  N.  Marvin  was  elected  a 

member  in  his  stead.  Solomon  Jones 
was  chosen  second  President  of  the 

trustees,  which  position  he  filled  un- 

til his  death  in  November  1901.  Lu- 
cius B.  Warner  was  elected  president 

after  the  death  of  Mr.  Jones,  while 
Elliot  C.  Hall  was  chosen  to  fill  the  va- 

cancy in  the  membership  on  the  Board. 
Eleazer  Green  has  served  as  Secretary 
since  the  organization  of  the  Trustees 

in  1880.  Robert  Newland  was  the  first 

Treasurer,  an  office  which  he  filled  un- 
til his  death  in  1891.  Daniel  H.  Post 

was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Newland  and  was  also 

made  Treasurer.  The  present  officers 
of  the  Board  are  :  President,  Lucius  B. 

Warner;  Vice-President,  Robert  N. 
Marvin ;  Secretary,  Eleazer  Green ; 
Treasurer, Daniel  H.  Post.  The  Trustees 

administer  the  property  that  is  held  in- 
violate as  endowment  for  the  library 

and  the  library  property,  and  through 

their  standing  committees,  the  associa- 

tion, library  and  book  committees,  di- 
rect the  policy  of  the  library. 

The  first  Librarian  was  Samuel  G. 

Love,  who  died  in  November,  1893.  He 

was  succeeded  by  Mary  Emogene  Haz- 
eltine,  who  has  served  as  Librarian 

since  December,  1893.  The  Assistants 

are  Ella  W.  Green,  Cataloger  and  Ref- 
erence Librarian,  Hattie  B.  Love,  in 

charge  of  the  circulating  department, 

and  Eline  Ljungberg,  Assistant. 

The  library  has  been  represented  at 

all  the  meetings  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  since  1894.  In  1898 

when  the  Association  met  at  Lakewood- 

on-Chautauqua,  the  library  was  the 
host,  making  all  the  local  arrangements. 
The  library  has  had  a  share  also  in  the 

work  of  the  New  York  Library  Asso- 
ciation, carrying  always  the  message 

of  its  founder  to  communites  that  have 

not  yet  a  library,  and  the  liberal  policy 

of  its  Trustees  to  libraries  not  fully  un- 
derstanding their  opportunities  and 

their  work  for  humanity. 
[For  a  history  of  the  Stockton  Library  see  Stockton 

section  this  volume.] 
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ITS  BEGINNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT. 

BY  LOUIS  McKINSTRY. 

It  is  said  of  our  New  England  ances- 
tors that  as  they  moved  west  to  settle 

up  the  country  they  carried  in  one  hand 

a  Bihle  and  in  the  other  a  spelling 
hook,  and  on  those  two  elements  of 

civilization  they  laid  the  foundations 

broad  and  deep  of  the  grand  empire 
that  has  extended  farther  and  farther 
westward  until  it  took  in  the  Pacific 

coast  and  finally  dominates  in  distant 
islands  of  the  sea. 

In  every  New  England  settlement  the 

church  and  school  were  early  features, 

and  soon  afterward  came  the  newspa- 
per. The  latter  was  the  co-worker  with 

the  former  institutions,  and  while  trib- 

utes of  gratitude  are  paid  on  this  occa- 
sion to  the  pioneer  preachers  and  school 

teachers,  the  pioneer  printers  who  es- 

tablished the  early  newspapers  in  Chau- 
tauqua County,  and,  through  much 

hardship  and  privation,  maintained 
them,  should  not  be  forgotten. 
And  with  our  honors  to  those  men 

who  began  the  enlightenment  and  ad- 
vertisement of  Chautauqua  County  by 

means  of  the  old  Ramage  press,  let  us 
not  forget  their  noble  wives,  whose 

courage,  industry,  economy  and  devo- 
tion to  high  ideals,  aided  so  much  to 

make  those  newspapers  successful  and 
creditable  to  the  communities  where 

they  were  published.  Not  only  did  the 

editor's  wife  perform  all  the  domestic 
duties  of  her  large  family,  which  in- 

cluded the  hands  in  the  office,  but  she 

folded  book  forms,  stitched  pamphlets, 

made  selections  of  copy,  and  followed 

the  business  as  closely  as  her  husband. 
In  truth  it  was  absolutely  necssary  that 

the  early  publisher  should  marry  to  get 

along  at  all.  Matrimony  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  money  with  him  but  was  made 

necessary  by  the  absence  of  money. 
Nearly  all  of  his  subscriptions  were 

paid  in  farm  products.  Storekeepers 
would  advertise  if  they  could  pay  in 
trade,  but  not  otherwise.  Cash  was 

seldom  received  (came  mostly  from 

legal  notices)  and  it  must  be  religiously 
saved  to  buy  paper  and  pay  for  the 
materials  which  had  been  bought  on 

credit.  Hence  there  was  very  little 

money  for  the  hands  or  for  the  family. 
The  proprietor  always  boarded  his  help, 

consisting  of  one  journeyman  and  three 

or  four  apprentices,  and  the  farm  pro- 
ducts paid  in  on  subscription  were  taken 

home  where  the  good  wife  converted 
them  into  food  for  the  hungry  boys  and 

the  journeyman  and  the  editor.  Besides 
their  board  the  boys  received  small  pay, 

generally  thirty  dollars  for  the  first  year 
and  five  dollars  additional  each  year 

afterward,  till  three  years  of  apprentice- 
ship had  been  served.  The  fourth  year 

brought  ten  dollars  laise.  The  thirty 
to  fifty  dollars  annual  salary  was  paid 

chiefly  in  orders  upon  the  storekeepers 
who  advertised.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 

how  much  depended  on  the  hardwork- 
ing wife  who  boarded  the  hands  and 
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mother  to  the  apprentice  boys,  mending 

their  clothes,  caring  for  them  in  sick- 
ness, and  encouraging  them  to  read  and 

improve  their  minds  so  that  they  might 
also  in  time  be  fitted  to  be  editors  and 

publishers.  Many  a  boy  who  began  in 

that  way  did  become  noted  and  success- 
ful, and  in  his  heart  ever  carried  a  ten- 
der spot,  filled  with  love  and  affection 

and  gratitude  to  his  first  employer  and 
his  wife,  whose  care  and  wise  counsel 

started  him  on  the  right  road  to  suc- 
cess. In  these  clays  of  changed  relations 

between  the  employer  and  his  help  in 

the  printing  business,  the  parental  feel- 

ing for  the  boys  in  the  old  time  publish- 

er's family  can  hardly  be  realized,  and 
its  disappearance  is  a  distinct  loss  to 

many  of  the  rising  generation. 

The  first  newspaper  established  in 

Chautauqua  Countv  was  the  Chautau- 
qua Gazette,  in  January,  1817.  It  was 

printed  in  Fredonia  by  James  Percival. 
The  little  hamlet  had  been  called  Can- 

adaway,  but  whether  the  name  originat- 
ed with  the  Indians  or  the  white  people 

I  am  not  informed.  The  creek  through 
the  village  is  called  the  Canadaway,  I 

have  always  supposed  because  it  flows 
toward  Canada. 

With  the  advent  of  the  newspaper 

man  the  people  became  more  ambitious 
and  a  meeting  was  called  to  select  a 
new  name.  Various  names  were  writ- 

ten upon  ballots,  but  finally  Fredonia 
was  chosen.  Jacob  Houghton,  the  first 
lawyer,  is  said  to  have  cast  the  first 
ballot  for  that  name.  Fredonia  had 

been  urged  at  one  time  as  a  good  title 

for  the  whole  United  States,  and  Judge 

Houghton  evidently  thought  it  too 
pleasing  a  name  to  be  lost  entirely.  So 

the  first  number  of  the  Chautauqua  Ga- 
zette was  dated  at  Fredonia.  It  was 

twelve  years  afterward,  in  1829,  before 

the  village  was  incorporated  and  legally 
christened. 

Mr.  Percival  had  been  induced  to  es- 

tablish his  paper  in  Fredonia  by  advance 
subscriptions  of  from  ten  dollars  to 

thirty  dollars  each,  by  leading  citizens, 

and  that  money  all  went  into  material. 
With  his  best  subscribers  all  paid  years 

in  advance  and  no  money  for  current 

expenses,  Mr.  Percival's  plight  may  be 
readily  perceived.  It  was  like  that  of 
some  churches  where  the  subscribers 

bought  pews  and  all  the  money  went 
into  the  building  with  nothing  left  to 

pay  the  preacher.  There  was  only  one 
solution  of  that  difficultv.    The  advance 

JACOB  HOUGHTON 
WHO  SUGGESTED  THE  NAME  OF  FREDONIA. 

subscriptions  were  called  donations  and 

everybody  was  called  upon  for  an  an- 
nual payment,  and  even  then  Mr.  Perci 

val  survived  only  one  year  as  publisher. 
He  sold  out  to  Carpenter  &  Hull,  and 
afterwards  Mr.  James  Hull  became  sole 

proprietor  and  continued  the  publication 

success full\r  about  seven  years. 
Meanwhile  Mr.  Hull  spent  part  of 

his  time  on  the  limits  in  Mayville,  hav- 

ing been  consigned  to  jail  for  debt.  His 

devoted  wife  with  the  aid  of  the  appren- 

tices got  out  the  paper,  Mr.  Hull  com- 
ing home  every  Sunday  to  look  after 

matters.    Many  a  debtor  on  the  limits 
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those  days  availed  himself  of  the  ex- 
emption from  legal  process  on  Sunday, 

to  visit  his  family  and  look  after  his 

business.  One  Sunday  Mr.  Hull,  being 
out  of  ink,  had  procured  some  of  the 

Chautauqua  Eagle  at  Mayville,  and 
started  for  Fredonia  with  it  in  a  cutter. 

Coming  down  a  hill  in  Portland  the  cut- 

ter overturned  and  out  went  the  prec- 

without  any  handshakes.  Probably  the 

scene  impressed  upon  some  of  them  the 
ridiculous  injustice  of  trying  to  force 

a  man  to  pay  his  debts  by  confining  him 
where  he  had  no  chance  to  earn  a  dol- 

lar. Yet  that  law  imposing  imprison- 
ment for  debt  was  repealed  only  after 

considerable  opposition.  One  man  came 

to  my  father  and  argued  that  publishers 

FIRST  PRINTING  PRESS   BROUGHT  INTO  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 
NOW  THE  PROPERTY  Of  GEOHGE  R.  DEAN  WHERE  IT  IS  STORED  IN  A  CELLAR  AT  MAYVILLE. 

ious  ink  into  the  snow,  just  as  the  con- 

gregation were  coming  out  of  a  neigh- 
boring church.  Mr.  Hull  realized  that 

it  was  a  matter  of  life  or  death  that  week 

for  his  paper,  whether  that  ink  was 
saved  or  not.  He  jumped  into  the  snow, 

scooped  up  the  ink  in  his  hands  and  re- 
placed it  in  the  keg.  The  congregation 

came  around  to  sympathize  orally,  but 

having  so  many  in  debt  to  them  on 

newspaper  subscription  account,  would 
be  the  greatest  losers  by  the  repeal  of  the 

law  for  imprisonment,  but  father,  hav- 

ing heard  Mr.  Hull  narrate  his  experi- 
ence, allowed  that  the  law  was  a  more 

alarming  menace  to  him  than  to  his 
subscribers,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  the 

repeal.     He  preferred  to  suffer  some 
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losses  rather  than  hazard  the  chance  of 

being-  landed  in  jail  himself  by  some 
relentless  creditor. 

Henry  C.  Frisbee  was  an  apprentice 

boy  under  James  Hull,  and  before  he 

was  twenty-one  years  of  age  resolved 
to  have  a  paper  of  his  own.  He  got 
in  touch  with  some  eastern  politicians 
and  found  he  could  rent  the  material  of 

an  abandoned  paper  in  Buffalo,  owned 

bv  Smith  Salisbury.  I  have  that  old 

lease  in  my  safe.  The  result  of  the  ne- 
gotiation was  that  Mr.  Frisbee  drove  to 

Buffalo  with  a  team  and  wagon  and  a 

day  or  two  afterward  drove  into  Fre- 

 w 

10.  R.  THOMPSON. 

donia  a  proud  young  man,  for  loaded 

on  his  wagon  were  the  press,  type  and 
other  materials  with  which  he  estab- 

lished the  Fredonia  Censor  in  April, 

1 82 1.  The  Chautauqua  Eagle  had 

meanwhile  been  established  in  181 8  by 
Robert  J.  Curtis,  at  Mayville,  but  it  and 

the  Gazette  long  ago  disappeared,  so 
the  Censor  is  now  the  oldest  surviving 

paper  in  the  county.  The  Chautauqua 

Eagle  at  one  time  printed  a  paper  for 
the  City  of  Erie,  called  the  Erie  Re- 

flector, and  sent  the  edition  there  by 
Willard  VV.  Brigham  on  horseback. 

The  Jamestown  Journal  is  the  next 

oldest  surviving  paper.  It  was  estab- 
lished in  1826  by  Adolphus  Fletcher  and 

has  now  the  most  costly  plant  in  the 

county.  The  daily  edition  is  now  in  its 

thirty-third  year.  Westfield,  Dunkirk 
and  Forestville  also  had  papers  that 

were  short-lived.  The  Dunkirk  Beacon, 
which  might  be  called  the  ancestor  of 

the  Dunkirk  Journal  and  the  Daily 

Observer,  was  published  by  E.  R. 

Thompson,  a  very  intelligent  and  court- 

ly gentleman,  father-in-law  of  Dr.  J. 
T.  Williams,  editor  of  the  Dunkirk  Ob- 
server. 

The  Western  Democrat  and  Literary 

Inquirer  was  an  ambitious  sheet  pub- 
lished for  a  time  by  leading  Democrats 

in  Fredonia,  including  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall, E.  A.  Lester  and  Deacon  May. 

Tt  was  established  in  1835,  and  when 
Van  Buren  on  Lake  Erie  was  laid  out 

to  be  a  city  the  material  was  taken  there 

to  print  the  VanBuren  Times.  After 
the  VanBuren  bubble  burst  the  material 

went  to  Erie.  When  it  was  printed  there 
were  stores,  a  brick  hotel,  a  warehouse 
and  dock  at  VanBuren,  all  of  which  have 

disappeared. 
The  Mayville  Sentinel  began  in  1833 

and  was  a  staunch  upholder  of  Demo- 
cratic doctrines  until  about  twelve  vears 

ago.  John  F.  Phelps  was  longest  con- 
nected with  it  and  he  now  sleeps  in  the 

beautiful  cemetery  at  the  foot  of  the 

hill  by  the  railroad  junction.  The  late 

Beman  Brockway,  publisher  of  the 

Watertown  Times,  published  the  Senti- 
nel eleven  vears  and  was  the  means  of 

getting  his  cousin,  the  late  Willard  Mc- 

Kinstry,  to  come  to  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty in  1839.  They  were  apprentice  boys 
together  in  the  Courier  office  at  North- 

ampton, Massachusetts.  Another  ap- 
prentice with  them  was  L.  L.  Pratt,  a 

long  time  publisher  of  the  Fredonia  Ad- 
vertiser. Mr.  Pratt  works  now  on  the 

Watertown  Times,  although  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age. 
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The  Frontier  Express,  established  in 

Fredonia  in  1846  by  Cutler,  Cottle  & 
Perham,  became  afterward  the  Fredonia 

Express,  then  the  Chautauqua  Union, 

and  finally  in  1851  the  Fredonia  Adver- 
tiser, which  paper  is  still  published  111 

connection  with  the  Dunkirk  Daily  Her- 
ald. It  was  called  the  Advertiser  and 

Union  after  it  was  consolidated  with 

the  Dunkirk  Union  nearly  thirty  years 
ago.  The  late  Charles  E.  Benton  did 

much  to  build  up  the  Advertiser  and 

Union  and  worked  very  hard  at  it  until 

his  death  twenty-five  years  ago. 
The  Westfield  Republican  is  the  next 

oldest  paper  now  published.  It  was  es- 
tablished by  Martin  C.  Rice  April  25. 

1855.  He  continued  to  be  editor  and 

proprietor  till  1873,  then  F.  A.  Hall  had 
it  ten  years  and  Alfred  E.  Rose  six 
years.  It  has  been  under  the  control 

of  the  present  editor  and  proprietor, 
H.  W.  Thompson,  since  1889. 

The  first  paper  established  in  West- 
field  was  called  the  Western  Star,  Har- 

vey Newcomb,  proprietor.  The  date 
of  its  beginning  is  not  given,  but  it  was 

prior  to  183 1,  for  after  changing  to  the 
Chautauqua  Phoenix,  it  became  the 

Chautauqua  Eagle,  and  was  published 

under  that  title  by  George  W.  New- 
comb  from  1 83 1  to  1838.  C.  J.  J.  and 
T.  Ingersoll  published  the  Westfield 
Messenger  from  1848  to  185 1 .  There 
were  some  other  short  lived  sheets  but 

all  have  expired  except  the  Republican. 
Two  marked  characters  in  newspaper 

work  in  this  county  were  Colman  E. 

Bishop  and  Davis  H.  Waite.  Mr.  Bish- 

op was  a  very  vigorous  writer,  and  ed- 
ited the  Jamestown  Evening  Journal 

when  it  was  established,  in  T870,  the 

first  daily  paper  in  the  county.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Waite,  who  edited 

the  paper  during  the  Grant  campaign 

of  1872.  Mr.  Waite  was  a  witty,  pung- 
ent writer,  and  a  genial  companion.  He 

had  been  put  in  charge  of  the  paper  by 

Governor  Fenton  and  his  friends,  who 

were  quite  disappointed  when  Waite 
decided  to  support  General  Grant.  On 

being  reproached  for  flouting  his  back- 
ers, Waite  announced  that  it  was  true 

they  had  endorsed  his  notes,  and  he  ap- 

preciated it,  and  was  willing  to  recipro- 

cate. "Come  around  any  time,"  he  an- 
nounced to  the  complainants,  "and  I 

will  endorse  your  notes  to  the  same 

amount."  Afterwards  Mr.  Waite  pub- 
lished a  paper  at  Aspen,  Colorado,  and 

during  the  populist  excitement  he  was 
elected  Governor  of  Colorado.  It  was 

during  that  period  that  he  attended  a 
free  silver  convention  in  Chicago,  and 

declared  that  the  people  of  Colorado,  be- 

fore they  would  submit  to  being  de- 
prived of  the  silver  dollar  of  their  fath- 

ers, would  ride  through  blood  up  to 

their  horses'  bridles.  This  gave  him 

the  popular  soubriquet  of  "Bloody 
Bridles  Waite." 
John  A.  Hall,  father  of  the  present 

principal  proprietor  of  the  James- 
town Journal,  was  also  a  very  vigorous 

writer. 

Hon.  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  afterwards 

delegate  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1894,  edited  the  Jamestown 

Morning  News  for  a  period,  and  made 

it  a  power  in  the  county,  but  the  paper 
was  financially  unprofitable,  and  expired 
after  Mr.  Dean  left  it. 

Many  newspapers,  about  one  hun- 
dred, have  been  established  in  Chautau- 

qua County,  and  there  are  now  twenty- 
two  surviving,  including  lour  dailies, 

the  Evening  Journal  and  Morning  Post 
published  in  Jamestown  and  the  Daily 
Observer  and  Daily  Herald  published  in 
Dunkirk. 

This  paper,  as  I  understand  it,  was 
especially  desired  to  commemorate  the 

pioneer  publishers  and  the  work  they 
did  to  make  Chautauqua  County  the 

glorious  county  that  it  is.  There  is 

not  so  much  personal  controversy  be- 
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tween  the  papers  of  the  county  as  there 

was  thirty  to  fifty  years  ago,  and  in 

that  respect  as  well  as  in  news  gather- 
ing the  papers  of  the  present  are  an 

improvement.  As  a  rule  the  early  pub- 
lishers were  conscientious,  laborious 

workers,  who  stood  well  in  the  com- 
munities where  they  lived.  It  is  hard 

to  estimate  the  influence  of  a  newspaper 

read  continuously  in  a  family  during 

the  formative  period  of  the  lives  of  the 
children,  and  therefore  the  editor  of  a 

country  paper  taken  and  read  thorough- 
ly for  its  home  news  and  opinions,  has 

a  position  of  great  responsibility.  He 
may  make  or  mar  the  principles  and 

prospects  of  many  lives. 

The  pioneer  printers  witnessed  won- 
derful changes  in  this  county.  My  fath- 

er, the  late  Willard  McKinstry,  in  his 

Editorial  Recollections  published  in 

1894,  when  he  was  eighty  years  old,  gave 
some  striking  features  of  the  changes 

during  his  recollection,  as  follows  : 
When  I  came  to  this  county  in  1839, 

it  is  safe  to  say  that  more  than  half  the 

land  was  mortgaged  to  the  Holland 

Land  Company,  and  the  remainder  had 

but  recently  been  purchased  by  William 

H.  Seward  and  two  partners.  The 

hardy  pioneers  had  in  large  part  come 

from  New  England  by  teams  and  on 
foot,  to  found  homes  in  the  Holland 

purchase.  They  had  but  little  money, 

and  on  their  way  had  stopped  at  Ra- 
tavia,  then  the  county  seat  of  Genesee 

County,  of  which  Chautauqua  was  a 

part,  and  taken  articles  of  land  to  be- 
come homes  for  themselves  and  their 

families  which  were  to  grow  up  around 
them.  The  land  had  been  surveyed 

into  townships  and  lots,  and  the  early 
arrivals  found  their  allotments  by 
marked  trees  in  the  wilderness.  With- 

in thirty  years  from  the  time  of  our 

arrival  here,  the  mortgages  given  to  the 
company  of  Hollanders  had  all  been 

paid,  and  the  people  had  mostly  be- 

come the  owners  of  their  homes  with- 

out incumbrance.  They  had  a  strug- 
gle which  their  successors  little  realize. 

When  I  came  to  Fredonia,  the  vil- 
lage was  the  largest  in  the  county,  and 

contained  only  twelve  hundred  to  fif- 
teen hundred  population.  The  road  to 

the  nearest  village,  Dunkirk,  was  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  way  through 

woods,  and  made  passable  in  spring  and 
fall  through  the  swamp  intervening  by 

a  corduroy  road. 

Chautauqua  Lake  was  mostly  sur- 
rounded by  dense  forest. 

Not  a  railroad  existed  within  three 

hundred  miles  of  us,  and  that  of  a  most 

primitive  kind  ;  laid  with  flat  bar  rails 

on  longitudinal  timbers. 
There  were  no  friction  matches  here 

then,  and  the  embers  of  the  huge  back 

log  were  buried  in  the  ashes  to  preserve 
the  fire  over  night,  and  if  it  failed,  one 

of  the  boys  was  sent  to  the  nearest 

neighbor  to  obtain  fire  with  which  to 

cook  the  morning  meal,  or  else  the 
flint,  steel  and  tinder  box,  or  the  flint 

gun  lock,  were  called  into  requisition 

to  supply  the  needed  fire. 
Then  the  scythe  and  sickle  were  used 

to  cut  the  grass  and  grain  and  the 

neighbors  for  long  distances  joined  to 

roll  up  the  logs  for  the  construction  of 
their  log  houses. 
No  ocean  steamer  had  then  crossed 

the  Atlantic,  and  some  four  weeks  were 

required  to  cross  from  Europe  to  Amer- 
ica. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  wagons  of  the 

emigrants  to  the  "New(  Connecticut" 
in  Ohio-,  covered  with  white  canvas  and 

loaded  with  household  goods  and  wo- 
men and  children,  passed  daily  through 

our  village,  occupying  three  or  four 
weeks  in  their  journey  to  their  Western 
home.  Now  the  railroad  takes  the  emi- 

grant and  his  goods  a  thousand  miles 
farther  west  in  as  few  hours  as  he  then 

occupied  days  in  transit. 
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Then  droves  of  eattle,  sheep  and 

swine  passed  over  our  main  road  by 
thousands  almost  daily,  to  the  eastern 

market.  Now  many  more  already 

slaughtered,  packed  in  refrigerator 
cars,  are  brought  ready  for  use  to  the 
families  of  the  eastern  states. 

Then  there  was  scarcely  any  manu- 
facturing clone  in  this  county,  but  now 

two  cities  have  grown  up  in  our  midst, 

one  supplying  textile  fabrics  to  millions 
of  people  in  the  country,  and  the  other 
locomotives  which  traverse  with  the 

speed  of  birds  of  passage  from  ocean  to 
ocean. 

Then  not  an  electric  telegraph  had 

conveyed  information  to  the  nation  or 
individual,  and  the  mail  by  the  stage 

coaches  was  the  most  expeditious  meth- 
od of  communicating  between  friends  or 

doing  business. 
We  are  lost  in  wonder  at  the  progress 

which  has  been  made  in  the  last  fifty 

years.  Machinery  has  taken  the  place 

of  hard  labor,  and  the  loom  and  spin- 
ning wheel  which  were  in  the  dwellings 

of  the  pioneers,  have  gone  into  desue- 
tude, or  are  found  stored  away  in  the 

gairet  as  curiosities  of  the  olden  time. 

Mr.  McKinstry  concluded  with  a  sen- 
timent which  I  heartily  endorse  and  T 

have  felt  it  more  than  ever  during  this 

glorious  celebration.    He  said  : 

In  view  of  the  progress  made  in  our 
country,  and  especially  in  Chautauqua 

County,  no  pestilential  pessimist  has  a 

moral  right  to  live  here.  A  kind  Pro- 
vidence has  blessed  our  land  above 

every  other  land. 

In  all  the  progress  noted,  the  busi- 
ness of  publishing  newspapers  has  kept 

pace.  The  old  time  hand  press  could 

be  worked  to  a  speed  of  about  two  hun- 
dred an  hour.  Now  every  paper  in  the 

county  has  some  kind  of  a  cylinder 

press,  and  in  Jamestown  and  Dunkirk- 
are  found  the  best,  which  easily  print 

ten  thousand  copies  per  hour  and  deliv- 

er the  papers  all  folded.  The  James- 
town Evening  Journal  and  Morning 

Post  offices  also  have  linotype  machines 
by  which  one  man  does  the  work  of  five 

or  more  old  time  hand  compositors. 
Yet  there  was  a  charm  about  the  old 

time  printing  office  with  its  democratic 

ways  and  paternal  management,  its  am- 
bitions and  hopes  and  joys,  which  the 

modern  establishment  filled  with  clang- 
ing machinery  conspicuously  lacks.  A 

fine  description  of  such  a  printing  office 

was  given  by  a  prince  of  poets,  the  late 
Benjamin  F.  Taylor,  at  one  of  our  state 

press  meetings.  My  father  used  it  in 
closing  an  article  he  wrote  on  The 

Pioneer  Press  (from  which  I  have  ob- 
tained many  facts),  and  he  vouched  for 

the  accuracy  of  the  description.  I  beg 

the  privilege  of  closing  my  essay  with 
the  same  quotation : 

Ah,  as  fine  and  as  fair  as  the  sunlit  vignette 
Is  the  office  whence  came  the  Black  River 

Gazette. 

And  the  editor,  printer  and  pressman  are 
dead, 

And  the  devil,  withal — I  have  seen  his  low 
bed 

Where  the  Lombardies  sweep  the  clear  sky 
of  the  cloud. 

As  in  life  the  one  jacket  could  button  them round, 

And  with  one  hat  at  once  they  could  all  be crowned, 

So  in  death  they  were  laid  in  one  coffin  and 
shroud. 

I  stood  in  that  room  when  a  roundabout  boy, 
All  my  pockets  a  jumble  with  jewsharp  and joy, 

With  small  nibbles  of  sugar  and  fish  hooks and  strings, 

A   new   Barlow   knife,   alley   marbles  and things, 

But  my  heart  gave  a  tremble  and  I  gave  a start, 

At  the  grim  iron  Prince  of  that  house  of 
black  art; 

At  the  Ethiop  press  with  one  elbow  acrook, 
And  its  rigid  round  arm  and  its  sinister  look; 
And  its  hand  organ  crank  and  its  firedogs of  legs, 

And  its  rations  of  ink  in  a  couple  of  kegs; 
And  the  eagle  that  caught  its  brass  claws 

in  the  thing. 
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And,  made  captive  for  life,  could  never  take 
wing. 

Tallow  candles  stood  round,  lank,  languid 
and  limp, 

Too  dim  for  an  angel,  too  light  for  an  imp; 
Maps  of  regions  of  darkness  benighted  the 

place, 
But  it  shows  through  the  past  with  an  ex- 

quisite grace, 
And  the  boy  gazed  about  in  silent  surprise, 
For  nothing  was  white  save  the  whites  of 

his  eyes. 

And  the  arm  of  the  printer  was  dingy  and long, 

And  the  arm  of  the  pressman  was  shaded 
and  strong; 

How  that  press  came  to  life,  if  I  only  could tell, 

But  whoever  drew  up  in  the  bucket  the  star 
That  he  leaned  on  the  curb  and  saw  shine 

in  the  well 
When  the  hour  was  high  noon  and  the  night 

was  afar? 

Give  the  roller  a  run  and  the  play  was  be- 
gun; 

Up  with  frisket  and  tj-mpan  and  on  with 
the  sheet, 

Down  with  frisket  and  tympan,  dead  words 
to  repeat, 

Then  a  turn  at  the  rounce  and  two  pulls 
at  the  bar, 

And  the  platen  comes  down  on  the  face  of 
the  page 

With  its  lines  in  relief  like  the  wrinkles  of 
age; 

Then  a  whirl  at  the  crank  and  a  groan  and 
a  clank, 

And  the  words  regimental  in  justified  rank 
To  a  late  resurrection  reluctantly  rise, 
And  stand  before  men   in  their  eloquent 

guise. 

Then  the  sturdy  legged  desk  where  the  edi- 
tor sat 

With  his  hand  in  his  hair  and  his  mail  in 
his  hat, 

And  the  ink  stand  beplumed  as  with  ferns 
in  a  fen, 

As  if  he  raised  geese  from  the  slip — of  the 

pen. 
But  the  toil  and  the  moil  were  brightened 

and  past, 
For  he  made  a  man  Member  of  Congress 

at  last, 

And  honors  were  easy — the  member  made him, 

And  he  said  in  his  heart  that  dipped  can- 
dles were  dim, 

And  he  bought  him  a  lamp,  hired  a  "devil" to  light  it, 

And  discovered  a  wrong  and  wrote  "lead- ers" to  right  it. 

Oh,  dear  old  Gazette,  not  good  night,  but 
good  morn, 

For  I  hear  in  the  twang  of  thy  carrier's horn 
The  prelude  to  bugles  right  royally  blown, 
That  proclaim  for  the  Press  an  Estate  of  its 

own. 

A.  Winthrop  McKinstry,  youngest 

brother  of  Willard  McKinstry,  came 

from  the  old  homestead  in  Chicopee, 

Massachusetts,  and  joined  his  brother 
Willard  in  Fredonia  in  June,  1844.  As 

apprentice  and  afterwards  as  associate 
editor  and  partner,  he  was  connected 

with  the  Censor,  except  one  winter  in 

Albany  and  Boston,  for  twenty-one 
years.  In  November,  1865,  he  went  to 
Faribault,  Minnesota,  and  purchased 

the  Faribault  Republican,  in  which  pub- 
lication he  has  continued  as  editor  and 

proprietor  till  the  present  time,  nearly 
thirty-seven  years. 

One  of  the  most  unique  characters 

ever  connected  with  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty journalism  was  Albert  H.  Hilton, 

who  learned  the  printing  trade  in  the 
Fredonia  Advertiser  office  and  spent 

most  of  his  life  with  that  paper  either 

as  employe  or  partner.  Fie  was  found 
dead  in  his  office  in  Fredonia,  October 

5,  1899,  sitting  in  his  large  rocking 
chair,  on  the  arm  of  which  was  the  last 
local  item  that  he  ever  wrote.  He  had 

completed  the  item,  chopped  the  pen 

upon  the  floor,  leaned  back  in  the  chair 
and  died  without  any  apparent  struggle. 

Mr.  Hilton  was  well  known  throughout 
the  county.  Wherever  he  went  he  was 

the  center  of  a  group  that  never  wear- 
ied of  his  terse  and  original  observa- 

tions. If  he  could  have  transferred  to 

his  columns  with  his  pen  half  the  wit 

that  came  spontaneously  in  his  conver- 
sation, he  would  have  been  famous  from 

New  York  to  San  Francisco. 

Charles  J.  Shults  started  the  Pine 

Valley  News  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
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old,  ran  it  two  years  and  then  moved 

to  Cherry  Creek  where  he  bought  the 

Monitor  of  that  village  and  consolidat- 
ed the  two  papers  under  the  name  of 

the  Cherry  Creek  News.  He  made  a 
success  of  the  News  for  fourteen  years, 

part  of  the  time  publishing  the  Gowan- 
da  Herald.  Mr.  Shults  sold  his  busi- 

ness in  1897. 

At  Jamestown  in  1828  Morgan  Bates 

began  the  publication  of  the  Chautau- 

qua "Republican."  It  was  published 
in  Jamestown  for  five  years  and  then  re- 

moved to  Mayville,  the  name  being 

changed  to  the  "Republican  Banner." 
In  1829  Lewis  Todd  started  at  James- 

town a  Universalist  paper  called  "The 
Genius  of  Liberty,"  which  had  an  exis- 

tence of  about  two  years. 

In  1847  Harvev  H.  Smith  established 

an  anti-slaverv  paper  named  "The  Lib- 

erty Star."  This  paper  was  subsequent- 
ly purchased  by  Adolphus  Fletcher, 

who  changed  the  name  to  the  "North- 
ern Citizen."  In  1855  J.  W.  Fletcher 

became  the  proprietor,  giving  it  the 

name  of  "Chautauqua  Democrat."  In 
i860  A.  B.  Fletcher  became  one  of  its 

proprietors,  eventually  becoming  sole 
owner.  In  1872  a  daily  was  begun  and 

continued  until  1870,  when  the  daily  was 

sold  to  the  "Journal,"  the  weekly  being 
continued  until  1892,  when  that  was 

merged  with  the  "Journal." 
In  1 8^2  Dr.  Asaph  Rhodes  began  the 

publication  of  the  "Jamestown  Herald," 
which  a  year  later  he  sold  to  J.  B.  Nes- 
sle,  who  removed  the  paper  to  Elling- 
ton. 

At  Jamestown  in  1858  J.  Leslie  Ran- 
dolph began  the  issue  of  a  paper  in  the 

interests  of  the  "Know  Nothing"  or 
American  question  in  politics.  It  was 

short  lived,  and  called  "The  Constitu- 

tion." 
A  Democratic  paper  called  the  "Chau- 

tauqua County  Press"  was  established 
in   1867  at  Jamestown  by  James  T. 

Henry,  which  survived  but  a  few  years. 

In  October,  1879,  the  "Jamestown 
Standard"  was  started  by  P.  K.  Shank- 
land  and  E.  A.  Brooks.  During  the 

campaign  of  1882  a  daily  was  also  pub- 

lished. The  Weekly  "Standard"  was 

merged  with  the  Jamestown  "Sun"  in 1886. 

In  1879,  at  Jamestown,  Simeon  C. 
Davis  published  a  Greenback  paper 

called  the  "People's  Press ;"  after  a  few 
months  a  stock  company  was  formed 

and  issued  the  paper  under  the  name 

of  the  "National  Record."  This  had 
an  existence  of  about  a  year. 

In  1880  the  publication  of  a  Sunday 

paper  called  "The  Leader"  was  begun 
at  Jamestown  by  John  A.  McCann.  It 

was  purchased  by  J.  H.  Monroe  and 
continued  for  a  brief  time. 

At  Jamestown  "The  Daily  Messen- 
ger" was  begun  in  1881  by  Blodget 

&  Dean,  who  conducted  it  three  months 

and  sold  to  Lyman  J.  Woodward,  and 
after  an  existence  of  about  a  year  was 
known  no  more. 

"The  Morning  Disnatch,"  a  daily, 
was  put  forth  in  1884,  at  Jamestown,  by 

J.  L.  White,  with  A.  F.  Jenks  as  editor, 
Its  life  was  of  short  duration. 

In  April,  1875,  the  "Weekly  Grange" 
was  started  by  D.  H.  Waite.  In  1880 

C.  E.  Bishop  began  the  publication  of 

"The  Countryside."  Both  were  agri- 
cultural papers  of  a  brief  length  of  life. 

The  "Sunday  Sun"  was  established 
by  L.  F.  Camp  and  Guy  H.  Fuller,  June 

29,  1884,  at  Jamestown.  In  May,  1886, 

they  purchased  of  P.  K.  Shankland  the 

"Jamestown  Standard/'  and  then  issued 
a  weekly  and  Sunday  paper.  In  1891 

Mr.  Fuller  purchased  the  interest  of 

Mr.  Camp  and  in  1894  he  sold  out  to 

George  C.  VanDusen,  under  whose  ad- 
ministration the  papers  were  discon- 

tinued. 

"The  Morning  News,"  a  daily,  was 
started  at  Jamestown  in  October,  1885, 
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by  W.  S.  Crosby,  with  Benjamin  S. 

Dean,  as  editor.  Mr.  Dean  subsequent- 
ly became  sole  proprietor.  In  1888 

George  S.  Bright  purchased  an  interest. 

In  1890  the  paper  became  the  property 
of  the  News  Publishing  Co.,  and  was 
discontinued  in  1897. 

In  1887  Lyman  J.  Woodward  began 
the  publication  of  a  labor  reform  paner 

called  "Every  Saturday."  The  paper 
was  purchased  by  P.  K.  Shankland  in 

1890  and  published  as  a  Democratic  pa- 

per, being  known  as  the  "Saturday 

Times." 
In  September,  1891,  a  semi-weeklv 

independent  paper  called  "The  All"  was 
established  by  M.  Geo.  Martyn  at 

Jamestown.  In  December  of  the  same 

year  it  was  made  a  daily.  On  Decem- 
ber 12,  1893,  it  passed  into  the  hands 

of  Bowen  Brothers.  The  "Saturday 

Times"  was  also  purchased  by  them  of 
P.  K.  Shankland,  and  published  as  a 

weekly  in  connection  with  their  daily. 

On  June  27,  1898,  the  plant  was  pur- 
chased by  George  G.  Brownell.  On 

February  14,  1899,  ne  changed  the  name 

of  the  "All"  to  the  "Daily  Times"  and 
began  the  publication  of  a  tri-weekly. 
He  continued  until  July  19,  1900,  when 
the  business  was  suspended. 

The  "Sunday  Telegram"  was  estab- 
lished in  1894  by  Vaughn  Brothers  and 

George  B.  Smith.  Discontinued  in  fall 
of  1895. 

The  "Jamestown  Herald,"  a  weekly 
Democratic  paper  established  in  1898, 

is  published  by  E.  E.  Sprague. 

The  "Union  Advocate"  devoted  to  the 
interest  of  organized  labor,  established 

in  1900,  is  issued  from  the  same  office. 

In  October,  1898,  at  Jamestown,  "The 

Country  World,"  an  agricultural  paper, 
was  established  by  A.  B.  Fletcher.  It 

is  the  only  paper  of  its  kind  in  Western 
New  York. 

The  "Saturday  Review,"  a  literary 
paper,  was  begun  at  Jamestown  in  No- 

vember, 1899,  by  Howard  M.  Goldth- 
wait,  which  had  but  a  brief  existence. 

"The  Furniture  Index,"  a  trade  pa- 
per issued  monthly,  was  started  at 

Jamestown  in  March,  1900,  by  P.  K. 
Shankland  and  G.  H.  Fuller.  This  is 

now  published  by  a  stock  company  of 
which  Palmer  K.  Shankland  is  the  man- 

ager. "The  Tribune,"  an  eight  page  daily, 
was  begun  at  Jamestown  July  23,  1900, 

by  W.  W.  Clark,  editor  and  proprietor. 
It  had  but  a  brief  existence. 

The  first  Swedish  newspaper  was  the 

"Folkets  Rost"  (the  People's  Voice)  es- 
tablished in  1874.  In  1884  the  name 

was  changed  to  "Vart  Nya  Hem"  (Our 
New  Home).  In  1891  the  paper  was 

sold  to  "Vart  Land"  (Our  Land),  A.  J. 
Lannes,  editor.  It  is  the  only  Swedish 

paper  now  published  here,  except  one 
or  two  religious  denominational  papers. 
It  is  now  owned  by  a  stock  company. 

Samuel  A.  Carlson  is  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 

In  1879,  in  Jamestown,  Frank  I. 

Blodget  issued  the  "Sunday  Herald" 
and  after  a  brief  existence  it  suspended. 

Mr.  Blodget  removed  to  <  Hvmpia, 
Washington,  in  1884,  where  he  has  been 

successful  in  business  and  politics,  hav- 
ing held  the  position  of  State  Treasurer 

at  one  time. 

HENRY  C.  FRISBEE. 

Henry  C.  Frisbee,  founder  of  the  Fredonia 
Censor,  was  born  in  Essex  County,  New 
York,  in  March,  1801.  He  died  in  Fredonia, 

New  Y'ork,  November  9,  1873,  aged  seventy- 
two  years,  eight  months.  Mr.  Frisbee  came 
to  Fredonia  with  his  parents  in  1817,  and 
having  some  knowledge  of  type-setting,  ob- 

tained employment  on  the  Chautauqua  Ga- 
zette, then  recently  established  by  James 

Hull,  the  first  paper  printed  in  the  county. 
The  village  had  just  adopted  its  new  name 
— Fredonia.  His  father  soon  died  and  the 
family  returned  East,  leaving  the  boy  to 

make  his  way  alone.  Y'oung  Frisbee  worked 
for  Mr.  Hull  a  couple  of  years,  then  quit  to 

take  six  months'  schooling,  and  in  1820  de- 
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cided  to  have  a  paper  of  his  own.  He  heard  good  price  and  quit  publishing  to  go  into 
of  an  abandoned  plant  in  Buffalo  and  rented  the  book  and  stationery  trade.  He  conduct- 
it,  with  privilege  of  buying  at  three  hun-  ed  his  book  store  some  thirty  years  and  re- 
dred  dollars  of  Smith  H.  Salisbury.  The  tired  with  a  comfortable  property.  He  was 
original  lease  is  preserved  in  the  Censor  a  self-made  man  and  our  county  press  has 
office  safe.  Mr.  Frisbee  drove  to  Buffalo  every  reason  to  feel  proud  of  this  early  pub- 
and  brought  back  all  the  press  and  type  and  lisher.  With  scarcely  any  advantages  of 
cases  he  had  leased  in  a  two-horse  wagon,  early  education,  and  only  twenty  years  old 
but  he  used  to  say  that  Commodore  Van-  when  he  established  the  Censor,  he  soon 
derbilt  never  made  a  trip  in  private  car  with  became  known  through  the  state  as  a  strong 
more  pride  than  he  felt  that  day  he  drove  thinker  and  pungent  writer,  and  his  editori- 
into  Fredonia  with  his  printing  materials,  als  were  read  at  Albany  with  as  much  in- 
in  March,  1821.    He  issued  the  first  copy  terest  as  in  Fredonia.    In  1844  he  was  elect- 

of  what  he  called  the  New  York  Censor  in  Grace  Williams  in  1803;   was  a  tanner  at 
April,  1821,  with  only  fifty  subscribers  and  Plainfield,  then  a  farmer  at  Chicopee  and 
not  a  paying  advertisement.    He  filled  an  old  died  in   1829.     They  had  eleven  children, 
bed  tick  with  straw,  bought  a  second  hand  A.  Winthrop  alone  survives.    He  was  once 
coverlid,  and  slept  in  the  office,  stuffing  his  associated  with  Willard  in  publishing  The 
bed  into  a  closet  in  the  day  time.    In  this  Censor,  and  now  publishes  the  Fairibault 

way  he  reduced  his  living  expenses  to  one  (Minnesota)    Republican.     Willard  McKin- 
dollar  per  week.    By  the  end  of  the  year  he  stry's  character  was  formed  in  that  indus- 
had  his  paper  established  on  a  paying  basis,  try.    frugality,    integrity,    patriotism  and 
and  he  made  a  success  of  it  for  seventeen  piety  for  which  New  England   was  noted 
years,  when  he  had  opportunity  to  sell  at  a  seventy-five  years  ago     There  was  much 

ed  Member  of  Assembly,  having  been  nom- 
inated by  the  Whig  party  without  his  knowl- 
edge. His  associates  from  this  county  in 

the  Assembly  of  1845  were  Hon.  Samuel 
A.  Brown  of  Jamestown  and  Hon.  Jeremiah 
Mann  of  Ripley.  He  was  Secretary  of  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad  Company  when  it  wafi 
organized  in  Fredonia  about  1850,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  Directors  of  the  Fredonia 
National  Bank.  He  joined  the  Presbyterian 
church  during  a  revival  in  1834,  and  remain- 

ed a  staunch  and  honored  member  to  the 
end.  He  fought  the  good  fight  and  kept  the 
faith. 

WILLARD  McKINSTRY. 

Founder  of  the  Fredonia  Censor  in  April,  1821. 
Publisher  for  15  years. 

HENRY  C.  FRISBEE. 

The  venerated  editor,  Willard  McKinstry, 
was  born  in  Chicopee,  Massachusetts,  May 

9,  1815.  His  great-great-grandfather,  Roger 
McKinstry,  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  Ire- 

land about  1GG9.  Mr.  McKinstry's  great- 
grandfather, John  McKinstry,  was  born  in 

Ireland  in  1G77,  graduated  from  Edinburgh 
University  in  1712,  emigrated  to  America 
in  1718,  became  a  Congregational  clergyman 

first  at  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  then  at  El- 
lington, Connecticut.  His  grandfather,  John 

McKinstry,  was  born  at  Sutton  in  1723,  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1746,  and  was  the 
first  pastor  of  the  second  Congregational 
parish  of  Springfield  from  1752  and  labored 
with  that  church  until  his  death  in  1813. 

Perseus  McKinstry,  son  of  John,  of  Spring- 
field, was  born  at  Chicopee  in  1772,  married 
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work,  little  play,  some  schooling,  and  a 
small  farm  furnished  a  frugal  support  for 
the  large  family  until  he  was  fourteen,  when 
his  father  died.  Then  Willard  worked  out 
two  summers,  attending  school  winters.  In 
1832  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the  office 
of  the  Northampton  (Massachusetts)  Cour- 

ier. He  journeyed  to  Northampton  fourteen 
miles,  on  foot,  carrying  all  his  effects  in  a 
handkerchief;  his  wages  was  thirty  dollars 
the  first  year,  thirty-five  dollars  the  second, 
forty  dollars  the  third  and  fifty  dollars  the 
fourth.  That  knowledge  of  public  affairs 
and  of  the  English  language,  which  made 
him  such  a  clear  and  vigorous  writer,  was 

chiefly  acquired  by  careful  study  and  ex- 
tensive reading  during  this  apprenticeship 

and  service  as  a  journeyman  printer  in  New 
York,  Hartford,  Springfield  and  Mayville. 
In  Springfield  he  worked  three  years  for 

G.  &  C.  Merriam,  publishers  of  Webster's 
Dictionary,  and  in  Mayville  he  worked  on 

the  Sentinel  for  his  cousin,  Beman  Brock- 
way,  with  whom  he  was  a  fellow  apprentice 
at  Northampton.  In  the  spring  of  1842  Mr. 
McKinstry  purchased  the  Fredonia  Censor, 
which  publication  he  edited  until  his  death 
in  Fredonia,  January  26,  1899,  at  which  time 
he  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
editor  in  the  state.  He  married  in  1842 
Maria  A.  Durlin  of  Fredonia,  a  person  well 

adapted  Tor  the  helpmate  of  a  pioneer  prin- 
ter, possessing  energy  of  character,  fine  lit- 

erary tastes,  extensive  reading  and  winning 
socially,  and  whose  judgment  of  literary 
merit  was  almost  unerring.  She  died  in 
April,  1882.  Of  their  four  children,  three 
lived  to  maturity:  Louis,  the  oldest,  now 
the  publisher  of  the  Fredonia  Censor;  Wil- 

lard D.  of  the  Watertown  Times  and  Anna, 
who  married  Prof.  M.  T.  Dana,  now  residing 
in  Fredonia.  In  1887  Mr.  McKinstry  married 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Baker  of  Ackley,  Iowa.  She 
died  in  less  than  a  year.  She  was  highly 
esteemed. 

Mr.  McKinstry  made  a  profession  of  his 
Christian  faith  when  fourteen  and  united 
with  the  same  Congregational  Church  to 
which  his  grandfather  had  preached  long 
before  he  was  born,  and  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Northampton  Church  from  1832  until 
1847,  when  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Fredonia  of  which  he  was  an  hon- 

ored member.  His  vocation  as  an  editor 

and  his  intense  patriotism  made  him  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  all  public  questions, 

while  his  sincerity  and  modesty  unfitted  him 
for  a  professional  politician  or  office-seeker. 

He  was  a  Whig,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  was  a  steadfast 
Republican  from  the  organization  of  that 
party.  He  was  Postmaster  at  Fredonia  for 
eight  years,  first  appointed  by  President 

Lincoln  in  1863.  He  was  "anti-slavery" 
from  youth  and  was  always  strongly  "Union" 
throughout  his  life.  In  1865  he  was  for  a 
time  with  the  army  near  Petersburg,  in  the 
service  of  the  Christian  Commission  and  al- 

ways was  a  strong  friend  of  the  soldiers, 
having  advocated  every  measure  for  their 
relief  or  benefit.  He  was  foremost  in  many 

public  improvements;  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal Trustees  of  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  of 

which  association  he  was  President  for 
many  years;  he  was  an  original  stockholder 
in  the  Dunkirk  and  Fredonia  Railway  Com- 

pany of  which  he  was  President  for  four- 
teen years;  was  one  of  the  first  movers  to 

secure  the  location  of  the  State  Normal 
School  in  Fredonia,  and  was  a  member  of 
its  first  local  Board  of  Managers.  He  was  al- 

ways opposed  to  any  sort  of  formalism  and 
never  departed  from  those  characteristics 
cf  simplicity  and  sincerity  which  he  acquired 
in  his  early  Puritan  home.  He  prepared 
many  public  addresses  and  memorials  of 
marked  vigor  and  literary  merit. 

LOUIS  McKINSTRY. 

Louis  McKinstry  was  born  in  Fredonia 
December  9,  1844,  and  has  resided  there 
most  of  his  life.  In  1861  he  engaged  in  pa- 

per making  at  Laona.  and  was  a  partner 
with  his  uncle,  Abner  P.  Durlin,  from  1863 
to  1865.  He  was  in  the  service  of  the 

United  States  Express  Company  in  1866-7 
at  Alton,  Illinois.  July  1,  1867,  he  became 
a  partner  with  his  father,  Willard  McKinstry, 
and  they  continued  together  as  publishers 
of  the  Censor  till  his  father  died,  January 
26,  1899.  The  surviving  partner  is  still  the 
publisher,  so  the  paper  has  been  under  the 
McKinstry  name  since  the  father  purchased 
it  in  1842 — sixty-two  years.  Louis  McKin- 

stry married  T.  Fredonia  Houghton,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  L.  Sterne  Houghton  of  Vicks- 

burg,  Mississippi,  October  8,  1868.  They 
have  two  daughters,  Grace  and  Arabelle. 
Mr.  McKinstry  has  held  various  local  offices 
and  was  an  original  member  of  the  local 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Fredonia,  appointed  in  1874.  He 
was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
from  that  date  until  he  resigned  in  Decern 
ber,  1901.  In  1894,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention  to  Revise  the  Constitution  of  the 



WILLA.RD  MoKINSTHY 
Publisher  of  Fredonia  Censor,  1842  to  1899- I — 57  years. 

A.  W1NTHKOP  McKINSTRY 
Connected  with  the  Censor  20  years,  now  Publisher  of  the 

Faribault,  Minn.,  Republican. 
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State,  and  introduced  three  amendments — 
one  forbidding  license  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
but  providing  for  its  taxation;  one  making 
County  Treasurers  ineligible  for  re-election, 
same  as  Sheriffs;  one  providing  that  women 
residents  may  vote  at  village  elections. 
None  of  these  amendments  became  part  of 
the  revised  Constitution  but  the  principle  of 
the  first  was  afterwards  adopted  in  the 
enactment  of  the  Liquor  Tax  Law  framed  by 
Senator  John  Raines.  Since  1899  Mr.  Mc- 

Kinstry  has  been  Speaker's  Clerk  at  Albany, 
during  the  Legislative  sessions,  with  Hon.  S. 
Frederick  Nixon  now  serving  his  sixth  term 
as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 

WILLARD  D.  McKINSTRY. 

Willard  D.  McKinstry,  editor  of  the  Water- 
town  Daily  Times,  was  born  at  Fredonia, 
Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  October  1, 
1850.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools,  the  Fredonia  Academy  and 
the  State  Normal  School.  He  learned  the 

printing  business  in  the  office  of  the  Fre- 
donia Censor,  of  which  newspaper  his  father 

was  publisher.  In  1872  he  purchased  the 
Dunkirk  Journal,  remaining  there  until 
1884,  and  removed  to  Watertown  in  1886. 
He  was  at  first  employed  as  news  editor  on 
the  Times,  then  assistant  editor,  and  at  the 
death  of  Mr.  Brockway  became  its  editor, 
and  has  filled  that  position  until  this  time. 
He  was  appointed  as  the  Republican  mem- 

ber of  the  State  Civil  Service  Commission 
by  Governor  Flower  and  served  one  year 

under  Governor  Morton's  administration. 
The  Watertown  Daily  Times,  since  his 

connection  with  it,  and  by  the  co-labors  of 
his  associates,  has  increased  its  prestige  as 
the  leading  newspaper  of  Northern  New 
York  and  has  accomplished  many  notable 
things  for  the  material  welfare  of  the  city 
and  section  as  well  as  in  the  interest  of 
clean  politics  in  that  section.  Mr.  McKin- 

stry has  held  many  positions  in  the  local 
organizations  of  the  city  and  county  for  the 
advancement  of  causes  which  received  their 
first  incentive  in  the  columns  of  the  Times, 
and  his  life  is  devoted  to  newspaper  work 
and  the  public  duties  which  grow  out  of  a 
connection  with  a  live  newspaper  which 
stands  as  an  institution  as  well  as  a  busi- 
ness. 

JNO.  E.  SANFORD. 

Jno.  E.  Sanford,  assistant  editor  of  the 
Fredonia  Censor,  was  born  at  Forestville, 
May  13,  187G,  the  son  of  George  G.  and  Polly 

C.  (Griswold)  Sanford.  His  ancestors  were 
all  from  Old  and  New  England  stock,  com- 

ing mostly  from  England  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  Mr.  Sanford  was  educated  at  For- 

estville Free  Academy  and  Fredonia  Nor- 
mal School,  and  in  the  meantime  worked  at 

the  printer's  trade  in  Forestville  and  in  the 
Censor  office.  After  leaving  school  he  was 
editor  for  a  short  time  of  the  Review  at 
St.  Charles,  Michigan,  and  for  a  year  and 
a  half  of  Up-to-Date,  now  extinct,  at  Fre- 

donia, returning  to  the  Censor  as  assistant 
editor  January  1,  1900. 
He  was  married  at  Findley  Lake,  April 

9,  1900,  to  Miss  Bertha  M.  Bailey,  daughter 
of  Attorney  E.  L.  Bailey. 

BEMAN  BROCKWAY. 

Beman  Brockway  deserves  a  place  in  the 
history  of  Chautauqua  County  for  it  was 
the  scene  of  his  first  business  venture,  his 
birthplace  as  a  newspaper  man,  and  he 
loved  it  all  his  life.  He  was  successful 
there.  He  fought  his  first  battles  there; 
he  married  and  his  children  were  born  there 
and  he  always  looked  back  with  pleasure 
to  the  ten  years  he  spent  in  Mayville,  win- 

ning splendid  success  while  yet  almost  a 
boy,  and  laying  the  foundation  for  a  long 
life  which  was  useful  in  every  hour  of  it. 
He  was  a  newspaper  man;  it  was  his  life 
work  and  he  never  cared  for  higher  honors 
as  he  understood  what  honor  was — to  be 
in  some  measure  a  force  for  the  elevation 
of  the  race;  to  have  a  good  effect  on  the 
lives  of  people.  He  was  engaged  in  news- 

paper work  for  fifty-nine  years,  from  the 
time  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age  until  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  not  count- 

ing his  term  of  apprenticeship. 
He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  Town  of 

Southampton,  Massachusetts,  April  12,  1815. 
He  died  in  Watertown  December  16,  1892. 
He  did  not  like  the  business  of  farming 

and  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  be- 
came an  apprentice  in  the  office  of  the 

Northampton  Courier.  Soon  after  there 
came  to  the  same  office  as  apprentices,  Wil- 

lard McKinstry,  afterwards  editor  of  the 
Fredonia  Censor,  and  Levi  L.  Pratt,  after- 

wards editor  of  the  Fredonia  Advertiser. 
These  three  apprentice  boys  remained  in- 

timately associated  all  their  lives.  Mr. 

Brockway's  parents  having  in  the  meantime 
removed  to  Chautauqua  County  and  having 
finished  his  apprenticeship,  young  Brock- 
way  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  visit  them, 
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going  by  stage  and  canal  and  a  part  of  the 
way  by  the  Schenectady  Railroad  which  had 
been  completed  the  previous  year,  (1832). 
He  obtained  some  work  on  newspapers  in 
Chautauqua  County,  and  inspired  by  the 
success  of  Horace  Greeley,  whose  parents 
lived  on  a  neighboring  farm,  he  went  to 
New  York,  but  was  unsuccessful  in  obtain- 

ing employment.  He  met  Horace  Greeley, 
however,  and  formed  a  friendship  that  was 
never  broken  through  life.  He  returned  to 

his  father's  farm  and  soon  after  obtained 
employment  on  the  Mayville  Sentinel,  con- 

ducted by  Smith,  Osborne  &  Whallon. 
Judge  Osborne  was  the  editor  and  Mr. 
Brockway  speaks  of  him  as  one  of  the 
easiest  and  best  of  writers  and  acknowl- 

edges his  debt  to  him  for  the  encourage- 
ment he  gave  the  young  printer  in  his  ef- 
forts at  newspaper  writing.  At  the  end  of 

the  year  Mr.  Brockway  became  sole  pro- 
prietor of  the  paper,  when  he  was  nineteen 

years  of  age.  He  made  it  a  power  in  the 
Democratic  politics  of  the  county.  It  gained 
a  large  circulation  under  his  control,  and 
at  the  end  of  ten  years  he  had  saved  about 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  was  a  fortune 
in  those  days.  In  the  spring  of  1844  he  sold 
the  Sentinel  to  John  F.  Phelps,  but  edited 
the  paper  until  the  close  of  the  campaign 
and  then  began  to  look  about  for  a  new 
opening.  He  wanted  to  see  how  it  would 
seem  to  be  engaged  in  a  contest  in  which 
his  party  might  expect  to  now  and  then 
elect  its  nominee.  Chautauqua  was  strongly 
Whig  and  after  looking  around  for  a  few 
months  Mr.  Brockway  bought  the  Oswego 
Palladium,  which  he  published  successfully 
for  eight  years  and  started  the  daily,  which 
still  prospers.  He  then  went  to  New  York 
and  became  day  editor  of  the  Tribune  under 
Horace  Greeley  and  was  one  of  the  distin- 

guished galaxy  of  writers  which  made  the 
Tribune  the  most  powerful  of  the  newspa- 

pers of  the  nation  in  the  years  immediately 
preceding  the  Civil  War.  While  here  he  lost 
his  beloved  wife,  Elizabeth  Allen  Warner, 
whom  he  had  married  while  in  Mayville  in 
1837,  and  life  in  the  Metropolis  became 
distasteful  to  him  and  he  went  to  Pulaski, 
Oswego,  County,  into  the  milling  business 

in  which,  he  says,  "I  sank  money,  of  course, 
because  I  have  never  been  successful  in 

a.ny  business  outside  of  making  newspa- 
pers." He  had  gone  with  the  "Barnburner" 

faction  of  the  Democratic  Party  to  create 
the  new  Republican  Party  for  free  speech 
and  free  soil.    He  made  vigorous  speeches 

for  Fremont  and  Dayton  in  the  campaign 

of  1865.  In  1858  he  was  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature. He  drafted  the  resolution  to  submit 

to  the  people  whether  or  not  the  colored 
people  of  the  state  should  be  allowed  the 
elective  franchise.  He  was  also  parent  of 
the  first  registry  law.  In  1860  he  went  to 
Watertown,  New  York,  and  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  Watertown  Reformer  and  the 
next  year  a  daily  edition  under  the  name  of 
the  Watertown  Daily  Times  was  started 
as  an  outcome  of  the  necessity  created  by 
war  news.  In  1864  he  advocated  the  nomi- 

nation of  Reuben  E.  Fenton  for  Governor, 
whom  he  had  known  from  boyhood,  and 
Governor  Fenton  appointed  him  as  Private 
Secretary,  which  position  he  filled  with 
credit  until  appointed  one  of  the  Board  of 
Canal  Appraisers.  In  1870  he  returned  to 
Watertown  and  resumed  his  editorial  work 
in  which  he  continued  until  his  death  in 

1892.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  his- 
tory of  Jefferson  County  and  was  President 

of  the  Jefferson  County  Historical  Society. 
He  always  referred  to  his  ten  years  in  Chau 
tauqua  County  as  the  happiest  period  of  his 
life,  and  he  was  always  interested  in  its 
growth  and  prosperity  and  kept  himself  in 
touch  with  its  people. 

JOHN    F.  PHELPS. 

John  F.  Phelps  was  born  in  Reading, 
Schuyler  County,  New  York,  February  27, 
1819.  Both  his  paternal  and  maternal  an- 

cestors were  of  English  origin.  His  parents 
settled  in  Ripley  in  1827.  He  went  to  May- 

ville in  July,  1837,  as  an  apprentice  to  the 

printer's  art,  under  Beman  B.  Brockway, 
then  publisher  of  the  Mayville  Sentinel. 
After  serving  nis  apprenticeship,  he  worked 
as  a  journeyman  in  several  different  places, 
and  then  taught  school  for  one  year.  He 
returned  to  Mayville  in  1842,  and  was  em- 

ployed by  Mr.  Brockway  as  a  journeyman 
and  assistant  editor  until  April,  1844,  when 
he  purchased  the  entire  establishment, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  until  his 
death,  February  2,  1878,  ably  assisted  by  his 

son,  Frank  C.  Phelps,  in  the  editorial  man- 
agement. 

In  August,  1843,  he  married  Miss  Julia  A. 
Walter,  who  was  born  in  Saugerfield,  New 
York,  July  28,  1823.  Their  children  were 
Walter  S.,  who  died  in  1865;  John  O.,  now 

engaged  in  the  State  Printing  Office  at  Sac- 
ramento, California;  Frank  C,  now  of  the 

Brooklyn  (New  York)  Eagle;  and  Julia,  who 
died   April    3,    1874.     His   three   sons  all 
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learned  the  printer's  trade  in  their  father's office. 

Mr.  Phelps  did  much  to  promote  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Mayville,  always  taking  an 

active  and  prominent  part  in  all  its  improve- 
ments and  growth,  and  occupying  important 

positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  assisted 
largely  in  procuring  the  organization  and 
promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  Union 
School,  and  was  a  leading  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  for  years.  He  was  also 

a  prominent  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  that  village.  He  was  a  member  of 

the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Cross  Cut 

JOHN  F.  PHELPS 
Publisher  of  the  Mayville  Sentinel  from  1844  to  1878. 

Railroad,  and  labored  for  its  prosperity  as 
a  benefit  to  Mayville,  and  a  bond  of  union 
for  the  county.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
County  War  Committee  during  the  Rebel- 

lion. During  the  Legislative  session  of  1854, 
he  was  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Assembly. 
He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  was  County  Loan  Commissioner.  He 
was  frequently  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  to  do  a  large  share  of  the 
county  printing,  and  in  every  position  which 
he  occupied,  he  zealously  and  honestly  lab- 

ored to  promote  the  good  and  welfare  of  the 
people  whose  servant  he  considered  himself 

to  be.  He  was  always  earnest  and  thorough 
in  the  execution  of  every  trust  reposed  in 

him,  entirely  forgetting  self  in  his  desire 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  others. 

He  was  a  vigorous  writer,  candid  and  open 
in  all  his  transactions,  fair  and  honorable 
to  opponents,  true  and  generous  to  his 
friends,  a  kind  and  affectionate  husband,  a 
loving  father  and  a  faithful  worshiper  in 
the  church  of  his  choice. 

LEVI    L.  PRATT. 

Levi  L.  Pratt. — When  Beman  Brockway 
became  proprietor  of  the  Mayville  Sentinel, 
the  leading  Democratic  organ  in  the  county, 
the  Fredonia  Censor  was  the  leading  Whig 
organ  and  his  most  bitter  rival.  For  his 
personal  comfort  he  desired  that  it  should 
be  in  friendly  hands,  and  so  when  the  Win- 

chester Brothers  offered  it  for  sale,  he  in- 
duced his  fellow  apprentice,  Willard  Mc- 

Kinstry,  who  was  employed  by  the  Merri- 
man  Brothers  in  Springfield,  printing  Web- 

ster's dictionaries,  to  come  to  Chautauqua 
County  and  buy  it,  which  was  done.  Mr. 
McKinstry  being  a  Democrat,  as  was  Mr. 
Brockway,  it  was  not  thought  expedient,  in 
the  heated  partisanship  of  that  day,  for  a 
Democrat  to  edit  a  Whig  paper,  so  the  third 
apprentice  of  Northampton  Courier  days, 
Levi  L.  Pratt,  who  was  a  pronounced  Whig, 
was  brought  on  to  do  the  editorial  work  on 
the  Censor. 

Levi  L.  Pratt  was  born  at  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  March  18,  1818,  and  on  his 

mother's  side  as  well  as  on  his  father's, 
belonged  to  a  family  of  colonial  importance 
and  of  Revolutionary  associations.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  and  select  schools 
of  the  day  and  entered  the  Northampton 
Courier  office  as  an  apprentice  at  the  age 
of  fourteen.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  was  called  to  be  the  foreman  of  the 
Worcester  Spy,  but  afterwards  resigned 
the  position  to  become  one  of  a  party  to  go 
to  the  Island  of  Jamaica  to  establish  a  silk 

growing  enterprise.  This  failed  and  he  re- 
turned to  Northampton,  where  he  met  his 

fellow  apprentice,  Mr.  Brockway,  and  ac- 
companied him  to  his  Mayville  home,  where 

the  arrangement  was  made  by  which  Mr. 
Pratt  became  editor  of  the  Fredonia  Censor, 
which  position  he  occupied  for  seven  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  by  the  Taylor  administration 
and  relinquished  his  editorial  work  on  that 
newspaper. 
When  the  Whig  party  became  divided  on 
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the  slavery  question,  the  Censor  espoused 
the  free  soil  cause  and  in  1851  another  pa- 

per was  projected  to  stand  by  the  existing 
Whig  administration  of  President  Fillmore. 
It  was  called  the  Fredonia  Advertiser,  and 
Mr.  Pratt  was  its  editor  for  about  thirteen 
years,  supporting  the  Whig  Party  until  its 
disruption,  then  the  American  Party  and 
finally  allying  itself  to  the  Democratic  Par- 

ty. Mr.  Pratt  was  succeeded  by  Charles  B. 
Benton  and  the  paper  was  afterwards  con- 

solidated with  the  Dunkirk  Union  and  now 

appears  under  the  designation  of  the  Ad- 
vertiser and  Union.  In  April,  1871,  Mr. 

Pratt  being  out  of  business,  went  to  Water- 
town,  where  Mr.  Brockway  was  publishing 
the  Watertown  Daily  Times,  and  became  a 
member  -jf  his  staff,  writing  articles  and  do- 

ing work  outside  of  political  lines,  and  ac- 
quired a  good  reputation  for  the  dignity, 

grace  and  force  of  his  articles.  He  became 
especially  noted  for  his  weather  predictions 
and  records,  and  that  department  of  the 
paper  was  considered  authority  in  all  North- 

ern New  York.  Besides  being  Postmaster 
four  years  at  Fredonia,  he  served  several 
years  as  Village  Trustee  and  was  one  of 
the  Board  under  whose  auspices  the  Nor- 

mal School  was  erected  in  1869.  He  is  at 
this  date  living  in  retirement  in  Watertown, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  and  is  much  re- 

spected by  a  very  large  circle  of  acquain- 
tances. 

COLEMAN    E.  BISHOP. 

Coleman  E.  Bishop  was  born  at  James- 
town January  2,  1838,  to  Elijah  Bishop  and 

wife,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers. 
He  entered  upon  journalism  before  he 
reached  his  majority,  becoming  editor  of 
The  Jamestown  Journal,  and  was  the  first 
editor  of  the  Jamestown  Evening  Journal. 

After  several  years'  connection  with  that 
newspaper  he  went  to  Oil  City  and  founded 
The  Derrick.  He  also  founded  The  Chau- 
tryside  at  Jamestown,  a  magazine  in  advo- 

cacy of  progressive  forms  of  education.  At 
one  time  he  edited  the  Buffalo  Express. 
Later  he  was  editor  of  the  Merchants  Re- 

view at  New  York,  leaving  that  position  to 
become  editor  of  the  pictorial  weekly  Judge. 
Almost  from  the  beginning  of  Chautauqua 
Assembly  he  was  associated  with  that  great 
educational  movement.  For  a  number  of 
summers  he  was  editor  of  the  Chautauqua 
Assembly  Daily  Herald,  contributed  many 
articles  to  The  Chautauquan  and  compiled 
the  popular  historical  work,  Pictures  From 

English  History,  which  was  part  of  the  reg- 
ular course  of  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and 

Scientific  Circle  in  1883.  For  two  years  he 
resided  at  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  correspondence 
for  eastern  journals.  He  moved  to  Wash- 

ington in  1888  and  was  associated  with  Hon. 
Frank  W.  Palmer,  Public  Printer,  and  re- 

mained in  the  Government  Printing  Office 
for  six  years.  Mr.  Bishop  was  twice  mar- 

ried, first  in  1861  to  Harriet  Benson,  by 
whom  he  had  three  daughters:  Mrs.  Kath- 
rine  Bishop  Todd,  Dorothy  Anna  Bishop  and 
Gertrude  Bishop.  His  second  marriage  was 
in  1884,  to  Miss  Emily  Mulkin. 

Mr.  Bishop's  life  was  spent  in  journalism 
and  literary  pursuits.  He  was  a  student  and 
a  reformer,  an  extensive  reader.  He  seemed 
never  to  forget  and  his  mind  was  a  store- 

house of  knowledge  which  seemed  inex- 
haustible. His  composition  was  at  once 

strong  and  brilliant.  As  editor  of  news- 
papers he  wrote  with  a  vigor  which  will 

never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  were  his 
readers.  Workers  of  corruption  in  society 
or  politics  felt  the  sharp  sting  of  his  de- 

nunciation and  he  struck  hard  blows  be- 
cause he  believed  that  only  by  so  doing 

could  he  overcome  evil  and  effect  reforms. 
Few  have  equaled  him  in  versatility  and  by 
most  he  was  regarded  as  a  genius.  Mr. 
Bishop  died  at  Hydetown,  Pennsylvania, 
Saturday,  November  14.  1896.  Truly  he  was 
a  knight  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

JAMESTOWN  JOURNAL. 

The  Jamestown  Journal  began  its  career 
as  a  small  four  page  weekly,  which  was  es- 

tablished by  Adolphus  Fletcher  in  1826. 
Jamestown  was  then  an  insignificant  village 
hid  away  in  a  wilderness  with  a  saw  mill 

or  two,  a  grist  mill  or  two,  a  few  small  fac- 
tories and  a  few  rude  dwelling  houses.  The 

county  itself  was  but  sparsely  settled,  the 
entire  population  being  less  than  twenty 
thousand,  and  there  was  really  little  to  jus- 

tify the  journalistic  venture,  save  perhaps 
the  demand  for  a  newspaper  in  Southern 
Chautauqua,  and  the  deep  seated  conviction 
of  the  founder  that  Jamestown  offered  splen- 

did possibilities  for  future  growth.  The 
paper  was  founded  during  the  period  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  agitation,  and  of  all  the  news- 

papers of  the  State  of  New  York  it  is  safe 
to  say  none  were  more  vigorous  or  effective 
in  their  opposition  to  this  ancient  craft. 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Sr.,  and  other  lawyers  in 

the  village  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  edi- 
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torial  matter,  and  doubtless  to  a  more  or  less 
degree  influenced  its  policy  on  political  mat- 

ters, the  paper  being  a  staunch  advocate 
of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Whig 
Party  and  a  consistent  supporter  of  the  doc- 

trine of  protection  to  American  industries. 
From  the  very  beginning  the  paper  was  an 
influential  factor  in  the  moulding  of  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  community,  and  with 
a  satisfactory  subscription  list,  it  proved  a 
fairly  prosperous  venture  for  the  founder. 

The  Fletcher  family  owned  the  paper  for 
twenty  years,  J.  Warren  Fletcher,  son  of  the 
founder  assuming  control  after  his  father. 
In  1848  Frank  W.  Palmer  purchased  the 
paper.  Mr.  Palmer  had  learned  the  trade 
of  printer  in  The  Journal  office,  had  grown 
up  so  to  speak  with  the  paper  and  as  he 
was  a  vigorous  writer  he  proved  a  capable 
successor  to  the  Fletchers.  Associated  with 
Mr.  Palmer  from  time  to  time  were  F.  P. 
Bailey,  E.  P.  Upham  and  S.  C.  Green,  and 
under  the  capable  direction  of  these  gentle- 

men the  paper  became  the  leading  Whig 
organ  of  Chautauqua  County. 

Mr.  Palmer  had  control  of  the  paper  for 
ten  years.  Subsequently  he  held  important 
editorial  positions  in  Chicago  and  other  cit- 

ies, was  Postmaster  of  Chicago,  and  during 

Harrison's  administration  he  was  appointed 
United  States  Public  Printer,  a  position 
which  he  now  holds. 

C.  D.  Sackett  and  Coleman  B.  Bishop  took 
charge  of  The  Journal  after  Mr.  Palmer  left. 
This  was  in  1858.  At  this  time  the  ominous 
mutterings  of  the  approaching  Civil  War 
could  not  be  disregarded  and  The  Journal 
from  the  very  beginning  insisted  that  there 
could  be  no  compromise  with  treason;  that 
those  who  raised  their  hands  against  the 
government  must  be  sternly  repressed,  and 
that  the  Union  must  be  preserved  at  all 
hazards.  This  was  in  line  with  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Palmer  who  in  185G  supported  John 
C.  Fremont,  and  who  at  the  conclusion  of 
that  memorable  campaign  declared  un- 

flinchingly that  he  had  nothing  to  retract, 
and  that  the  principles  he  had  advocated 
were  right  and  would  eventually  prevail. 
During  the  exciting  campaign  of  1860  The 
Journal  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Lincoln 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  space  will  not 
permit  the  reproduction  of  the  leading  arti- 

cle the  week  following  the  election  when  it 
was  known  that  Lincoln  had  won.  During 
the  war  The  Journal  did  much  to  keep  warm 
the  patriotism  of  the  county  and  to  maintain 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  Party,  and 

(luring  no  time  in  its  history  perhaps  has  its 
columns  been  perused  with  greater  eager- 

ness by  its  readers. 
Mr.  Sackett  who  was  originally  associated 

with  Mr.  Bishop  died  during  the  war.  After 
his  death  Mr.  Bishop  associated  himself 
with  his  brother  Prentice,  who  enlisted  in 
the  army,  was  wounded  and  died  in  18G5.  In 
18GG  Mr.  Bishop  former!  a  partnership  with 
A.  M.  Clark.  In  the  summer  of  1868  he  sold 

his  interest  to  Mr.  Clark,  retaining  his  po- 
sition as  editor  for  a  time.  The  paper  was 

enlarged  in  18G7  and  again  in  1868  when  it 
was  made  a  six  column  eight  page  paper. 
Coleman  B.  Bishop  was  a  trenchant  writer 

and  established  a  fame  as  such,  which  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  the  county. 

Later  at  different  times  he  edited  the  Buf- 
falo Express,  Oil  City  Derrick  and  held  im- 

portant editorial  positions  in  New  York  City. 
An  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 

paper  occurred  in  1870,  or  to  be  exact  Jan- 
uary 1  of  that  year,  when  Mr.  Clark  com- 

menced the  publication  of  the  Daily  Journal. 
The  daily  was  a  small  four-page  paper  and 
soon  after  starting  it,  Mr.  Clark  associated 
with  himself  Davis  H.  Waite,  who  subse- 

quently became  sole  proprietor,  retaining  the 
property  until  May,  187G,  when  he  went 
west,  served  a  term  as  Governor  of  Colo- 

rado, attracting  considerable  attention  by 
his  vigorous  utterances  and  radical  policies. 

The  paper  was  purchased  by  John  A.  Hall 
May  20,  1876.  The  property  consisted  of  a 
four  page  daily,  an  eight  page  weekly  and 

AN  OlD  TIME  PRINTING  PRESS. 

mechanical  equipment  in  anything  but 
a  first-class  condition.  The  establishment 
was  located  in  the  building  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  Union  Trust  Company  on 
Main  Street.  In  comparison  with  the  pres- 

ent plant  it  was  a  very  small  and  modesi 
concern  indeed. 
The  present  prosperity  of  The  Journal 

dates  from  the  time  of  the  purchase  by  Mr. 
Hall  who  brought  to  the  paper  keen  busi- 

ness  acumen   and   enterprise,    a  thorough 
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familiarity  with  politics,  and  an  uncompro- 
mising devotion  to  the  cause  of  truth.  He 

was,  moreover,  a  graceful  and  forceful 
writer,  an  excellent  judge  of  human  nature 
and  a  kindly  dispositioned  gentleman  who 
believed  that  the  best  results  could  be  ac- 

complished by  impersonal  journalism,  and 
who  throughout  his  caieer  discussed  meas- 

ures instead  of  men;  principles  instead  of 
persons.  That  this  policy  proved  profitable 
in  a  financial  sense  is  evident  from  the  fact 

that  soon  after  assuming  control  of  the  pa- 
per it  was  necessary  to  seek  larger  quar- 
ters to  meet  the  demands  of  the  steadily 

increasing  business. 
So  in  1878  the  present  site  on  West  Sec- 

ond Street  was  purchased  and  a  brick  build- 
ing three  stories  in  heighth  and  twenty-five 

by  seventy-seven  feet  in  dimensions  was 
erected.  The  paper  was  enlarged  and  other- 

wise improved  and  entered  upon  a  new  era 
of  prosperity.  At  the  time  the  building  was 
erected  it  was  supposed  that  ample  provi- 

sion for  a  generation  at  least  had  been  made, 
but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  county 
and  consequent  increase  in  circulation,  soon 
rendered  these  quarters  too  cramped,  and 
again  in  1892  the  capacity  of  the  plant  was 
doubled  by  the  erection  of  a  three-story 
block  on  the  adjoining  lot,  all  of  which  is 
now  occupied  by  the  various  departments 
of  the  business. 

In  187G  Frederick  P.  Hall  entered  the  bus- 

iness office  of  the  paper  the  father  turning- 
over  to  the  son  the  management  of  this  de- 

partment. In  1880  he  became  a  full  partner 
and  the  business  was  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  John  A.  Hall  &  Son.  The 
senior  member  of  the  firm  died  in  188C  and 
subsequent  to  that  date  the  Journal  Printing 
Company  was  organized.  The  company  con- 

sisted of  the  estate  of  the  late  John  A.  Hall, 
Frederick  P.  Hall,  Frederick  W.  Hyde  and 
the  late  Walter  B.  Armitage,  the  last  two 
gentlemen  having  been  faithful  employes  of 
the  firm  for  a  number  of  years.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Armitage,  his  interest  and  that 
of  the  estate  of  John  A.  Hall  was  purchased 
by  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hyde.  In  1891  Edwin 
A.  Bradshaw  became  a  partner  and  on  Jan- 

uary 1,  1894,  the  establishment  became  in- 
corporated as  the  Journal  Printing  Company 

and  James  A.  Clary  and  William  S.  Bailey, 
employes  for  over  ten  years,  became  stock- 

holders and  directors  with  Messrs.  Hall, 
Hyde  and  Bradshaw.  Mr.  Bailey  retired 
from  the  establishment  in  1899,  to  take 
charge  of  the  publication  interests  of  the 

Chautauqua  Institution.  The  affairs  of  the 
company  are  now  directed  by  Frederick  P. 
Hall,  President  and  General  Manager;  Ed- 

win A.  Bradshaw,  Vice  President  and  Edi- 
torial Writer;  Frederick  W.  Hyde,  Secre- 

tary and  Managing  Editor,  and  James  A. 
Clary,  City  Editor. 
During  the  past  twenty-five  years  The 

Journal  has  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of 
many  competitors.  Some  of  them  it  has 
absorbed — first    and    most    important,  the 

THE  JOURNAL  BUILDING. 

Daily  Democrat  in  1879,  and  later  in  1892 
the  Weekly  Democrat  with  the  plant  of  that 
establishment,  at  which  time  the  Weekly 
Journal  was  made  a  semi-weekly  which 
largely  increased  its  circulation  and  in  De- 

cember, 1902,  George  P.  Rowell  &  Company 
of  New  York  in  a  publication  of  Leading 

Newspapers  credited  but  two  semi-weeklies 
in  the  State  of  New  York  with  a  larger  regu- 

lar issue  than  the  Semi- Weekly  Journal. 
A  number  of  dailies  have  succumbed  in 

the  past  fifteen  years  but  it  has  never  been 
the  policy  of  The  Journal  to  lay  a  straw  in 
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the  way  of  its  neighbors,  but  to  deserve  sup- 
port entirely  on  its  merits  and  to  attend 

strictly  to  its  own  business  affairs.  It  has 
added  constantly  to  its  plant  until  it  is  one 
of  the  best  equipped  newspapers  of  its  class 
in  the  United  States,  with  a  stereotyping 
perfecting  press  capable  of  anything  from 
eight  to  sixteen  pages  at  one  operation,  four 
linotypes,  a  complete  engraving  plant,  a 
strictly  up  to  date  job  printing  plant  and 
other  machinery  of  the  latest  and  most  im- 

Warren,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained 

twenty  years  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. During  ten  years  of  this  period  he 

was  postmaster  of  Warren.  About  1849,  his 
parents  having  reached  an  age  when  they 
felt  the  need  of  the  care  and  companionship 
of  a  son,  he  severed  his  connection  with 
Warren  enterprises  and  removed  with  his 
family  back  upon  the  homestead.  This  act 
was  one  of  purest  filial  devotion,  as  in  leav- 

ing Warren  where  he  had  flattering  business 

THE  JAMESTOWN  JOURNAL'S  MODERN 
WEBB-PBKFECl'ING  PRESS  AND  FOLDER. 

proved  type.  It  has  a  constituency,  both 
daily  and  semi-weekly,  of  which  any  paper 
might  be  proud,  numbering  in  subscribers 
more  than  eighty-three  hundred  families. 

JOHN  A.  HALL. 

John  Adams  Hall  was  born  in  Wardsboro 
in  the  State  of  Vermont  December  27,  1813, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Jamestown,  Jan- 

uary 29,  188G,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
His  father,  Samuel  Hall,  removed  to  Chau- 

tauqua County  and  settled  in  the  Town  of 
Busti,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
but  six  months  old;  upon  land  which  he 
cleared  for  a  farm,  and  which  has  ever  since 
remained  in  the  possession  of  his  descend- 

ants. John  A.  Hall  was  one  of  seven  child- 
ren, his  brothers  and  sisters  being  Samuel 

Davis  Hall,  Elona  Hall  Aylesworth,  Deborah 
Hall  Sears,  Edson  Hall,  Chapin  Hall  and 
James  Monroe  Hall.  When  John  A.  Hall 
was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  left  the  farm 
to  seek  a  livelihood  for  himself,  going  to 

prospects,  he  abandoned  nearly  in  its  begin- 
ning a  career  which  promised  rich  returns  in 

influence  and  wealth,  for  the  life  of  a  farmer 
with  its  sluggish  recompense  for  toil  and 
expended  energy.  But  he  took  the  step 
willingly  and  it  was  a  source  of  increasing 
consolation  to  him  in  his  later  years  that 
through  his  efforts  the  latter  portion  of  the 
earthly  pilgrimage  of  his  parents  was  re- 

lieved of  care,  anxiet;  and  toil. 
During  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Hall  spent  four 

winters  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
as  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatives. Here,  the  duties  of  his  official 
position  did  not  prevent  him  from  giving 
much  of  his  time  and  attention  to  Union 
soldiers,  especially  those  from  Western  New 
York  and  Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  and 
many  a  sick  or  wounded  volunteer  has  re- 

ceived from  him  comfort  and  substantial 
aid. 

In  1872  he  removed  his  family  to  James- 
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town  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death.  In  1872  and  1873  he  was  associated 
with  B.  F.  Lounsbery  in  the  wholesale  and 
retail  grocery  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Lounsbery  &  Hall.  On  the  20th  of  May, 
187G,  he  purchased  The  Journal,  daily  and 
weekly,  from  Davis  H.  Waite  conducting  it 
in  his  own  name  until  July,  1880,  when  he 
admitted  his  youngest  son,  Frederick  P. 

Hall,  to  an  equal  ownership  in  the  establish- 
ment under  the  firm  name  of  John  A.  Hall 

&  Son,  which  continued  until  his  death. 
Though  denied  a  liberal  education  in  his 

youth  as  were  many  of  those  who  wrought 

their  way  up  from  settlers'  homes,  by  exten- 
sive and  judicious  reading  Mr.  Hall  acquired 

a  large  fund  of  general  and  valuable  infor- 
mation. He  traveled  much  in  the  east,  south 

and  west  in  his  later  years,  and  was  a  close 
observer  of  localities,  men  and  customs. 
During  his  residence  in  Washington  he 
wrote  much  for  Jamestown  newspapers  over 

the  nom  de  plume  of  Paul  Pry,  his  communi- 
cations gaining  a  wide  reputation  for  their 

accuracy  and  the  information  they  displayed, 
and  for  their  bright  and  unconventional 
style.  He  always  read  and  observed  with 
a  purpose,  and  his  written  or  spoken  ex- 

pressions were  never  known  to  be  ambig- 
uous. They  were  clear  and  direct,  like  the 

nature  of  their  author. 
In  March,  1835,  he  was  united  in  marriage 

to  Emily  Perry.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children — Mrs.  Marian  B.  Clapsadel, 
Ann  E.  Hall,  Edward  L.  Hall  of  Jamestown, 
Henri  Hall,  deceased;  John  A.  Hall,  Jr.,  of 
Boulder,  Colorado;  Irene  A.  Hall  and  Fred- 

erick P.  Hall  of  Jamestown.  It  was  with 
his  family  that  Mr.  Hall  found  his  chief 
pleasure,  and  in  his  home  the  true  nobility 
and  purity  of  his  nature  were  best  seen. 

Mr.  Hall  was  never  a  seeker  after  public 
office.  Though  strongly  urged  many  times 

to  seek  political  preferment,  and  while  be- 
lieving it  the  duty  of  no  American  citizen 

to  shirk  responsibilities,  he  never  put  him- 
self forward  as  a  candidate  for  trusts  at  the 

disposal  of  the  people.  For  the  years  1859, 
18G0  and  1871  he  served  the  Town  of  Busti 

faithfully  and  ably  on  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  Chautauqua  County.  At  the  time 

of  his  death  he  was  serving  his  second  term 
on  the  Board  of  Education  of  Jamestown 
and  had,  besides,  filled  a  number  of  minor 
offices — trusts  which  he  never  betrayed.  He 
was  President  of  the  New  York  State  Press 
Association  in  1881,  the  year  it  met  in 
Jamestown,    With  extreme  fidelity  he  per- 

formed the  responsible  and  trying  duties  of 
administrator  of  various  estates.  His  sense 
of  honor  was  of  such  high  order,  and  his 
integrity  so  uncompromising  that  the  breath 
of  suspicion  ever  passed  him  by.  He  be- 

lieved firmly  in  the  broad  rights  and  active 
duties  of  American  citizenship  and  was  in- 

terested in  all  public  movements  which 
promised  good  results. 

In  the  course  of  an  extended  article,  pre- 
pared at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hall, 

Daniel  H.  Post,  who  for  five  years  was  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  The  Journal,  wrote 
as  follows: 
"*  *  *  *  *  He  made  his  paper  a 

clean,  dignified,  outspoken  advocate  of  what- 
ever is  of  good  report.  He  established  the 

old  Journal  on  a  firm  foundation  financially 
and  kept  it  abreast  of  the  growth  of  the 
place.  It  is  not  yet  a  city  newspaper  and  he 
could  not  have  made  it  one  if  he  had  tried — 
we  are  yet  out  of  the  channels  of  telegraphic 
facilities,  that  would  make  this  possible— 
but  it  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  enter- 

prising and  successful  of  its  class.  As  citi- 
zen and  editor  he  was  always  public  spirited 

and  sagacious  to  see,  and  to  aid  in  whatever 
would  advance  the  local  growth  and  pros- 

perity. He  was  also  an  example  of  the 
class — now  becoming  more  numerous — 
which  is  known  as  "independent  journalists." 
How  far  he  realized  his  ideal  of  independ- 

ence in  journalistic  work,  I  do  not  know, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  he  was  known  to  the 
profession — and  possibly  more  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  it  than  by  his  home  constit- 

uency in  this  respect — as  one  of  the  editors 
of  his  state  who  believed  principle  superior 
to  party  policy,  and  who  was  not  afraid  to 
antagonize  his  party  if  he  deemed  it  in  the 
wrong.  To  his  position  in  this  regard  fre- 

quent testimony  has  been  borne  by  some 

of  the  most  influential  papers  of  the  state." 
The  following  tribute,  written  by  P.  K. 

Shankland,  its  editor,  appeared  in  the  James- 
town Standard: 

"No  man  who  has  lived  in  Chautauqua 
County  deserves  more  credit  than  John  A. 
Hall  for  the  independence  and  fearlessness 
of  character  which  he  often  displayed  in 
combatting  the  unworthy  elements  of  his 
own  party.  He  had  little  toleration  for 
those  who  employ  the  baser  methods  in  po- 

litical action,  and  he  displayed  the  courage 
on  more  than  one  occasion  to  severely  de- 

nounce those  who  exerted  wide  influence  in 
his  own  party,  and  aroused  against  himself 
the  hostility  of  some  who  assumed  to  be 
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local  leaders  of  his  party.  This  earnest  dis- 
position manifested  by  Mr.  Hall  to  be  candid 

and  just  in  his  comments  on  questions  in 
which  his  readers  were  interested,  whether 

they  pertained  to  measures  or  men,  ren- 
dered his  writings  of  force  and  gave  them 

an  influence  which  was  probably  not  sur- 
passed by  that  of  any  citizen,  public  or  pri- 

vate, in  the  county,  during  the  few  years  he 

adorned  his  editorial  station." 
The  following  is  taken  from  the  personal 

recollections  of  Dr.  Gilbert  W.  Hazeltine  in 
his  Early  History  of  Eiiicott: 

"John  A.  Hall's  character  and  deportment 
from  youth  up,  never  failed  to  commend  it- 

self and  to  command  the  respect  and  appro- 
bation of  all  who  came  in  personal  contact 

with  him.  We  sincerely  believe  that  his 
most  controversial  editorials,  his  most  scath- 

ing articles  on  morals  and  on  temperance 
and  conduct;  the  sarcastic  sentences  in  his 

Paul  Pry  letters  from  Washington  and  else- 
where, and  his  failure  to  support  the  candi- 

dature of  certain  men  for  office,  never  made 

for  him  a  pronounced  enemy — for  they  were 
written  and  prompted  by  the  most  generous 
sentiments,  with  no  ill  feeling  towards  in- 

dividuals, but  with  a  thorough  hatred  of 
vice  and  wrong  methods  and  wrong  doing. 
His  enemies,  we  may  say,  dreaded  the  lash, 
but  bore  no  no  ill  will  to  him  who  so  thor- 

oughly and  correctly  applied  it,  and  no  man 
had  truer  or  more  cordial  friends  and  well- 
wishers  in  all  sections  of  the  country  than 
he.  No  one  was  ever  injured  by  an  unkind 
word  of  deed  of  his.  Mild  and  respectful  in 
his  intercourse  with  all  whom  he  met — tol- 

erant in  his  judgments — reasonable  in  his 
expectations — easy  to  be  pleased — patient 
and  cheerful  to  wait  the  appointed  time  for 
his  success — content  to  forego  what  was 
denied — he  was  not  a  person  calculated  to 
make  enemies,  but  on  the  contrary,  to  win 

the  good  will  and  esteem  of  all.  His  ene- 
mies, if  he  had  any,  were  those  political 

"shysters"  who  could  not  bend  him  by  either 
money  or  influence,  to  their  nefarious  pur- 

poses. He  loved  his  party,  to  which  he  was 
always  true — but  he  loved  truth  and  honesty 

far  more." 
FREDERICK  P.  HALL. 

Frederick  Perry  Hall  was  born  in  the 
Town  of  Busti.  When  twelve  years  of  age 
his  father  removed  his  family  to  Jamestown 
at  which  time  the  boy  entered  the  James- 

town Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute, 

continuing  his  studies  there  until  he  en- 

terd  the  business  department  of  The  Jour- 
nal, which  his  father,  the  late  John  A.  Hall, 

purchased  in  1876.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  early  manifested  a  predilection  for 
the  printing  business  and  as  a  schoolboy 
used  an  amateur  outfit  with  considerable 

profit  to  himself,  and  this  fact  to  some  ex- 
tent influenced  his  father  to  engage  in  the 

newspaper  business  at  a  late  period  in  life. 
Within  a  short  time  after  entering  the  busi- 

ness office  of  The  Journal  the  son  so  far 

demonstrated  his  ability  to  handle  this  de- 
partment that  his  father  practically  gave 

him  entire  charge  and  before  the  young  man 
reached  his  majority  he  acquired  a  half  in- 

terest in  the  establishment  and  the  firm  be- 
came John  A.  Hall  &  Son  and  so  continued 

until  the  death  of  the  father  in  1886.  In 
this  year  the  Journal  Printing  Company  was 
organized,  first  as  a  partnership  in  which 
two  faithful  employes  were  admitted,  and  in 
1894  the  corporation  with  the  same  name 
was  formed  with  Mr.  Hall  as  President  and 
General  Manager,  a  position  which  he  has 
held  ever  since.  Throughout  all  these  years 
The  Journal  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  most  piogressive  and  suc- 

cessful papers  of  its  class  in  the  country, 
and  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  good  judgment  and 
enterprise  of  its  manager  that  such  is  the 
case. 

Mr.  Hall  has  been  often  honored  by  the 
newspaper  men  of  the  state.  For  several 
years  he  served  on  the  Executive  Commit- 

tee of  the  New  York  Press  Association  and 
was  President  in  1894.  He  served  on  the 
Executive  Committee  and  as  Vice  President 
of  the  Republican  Editorial  Association 
previous  to  his  election  as  President  thereof 
in  1901.  He  has  been  President  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua County  Press  Association  and  sev- 
eral times  delegate  to  the  conventions  of 

the  National  Editorial  Association. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hall  has  taken  an  active 

part  as  a  Republican.  He  was  Chairman 
of  the  county  organization  in  1898-9  when 
the  largest  Republican  plurality  was  given 

in  the  county's  history  up  to  that  time  in 
other  than  presidential  years.  By  Governor 
Morton  he  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  State  Hospital  at  Buffalo 
and  served  as  Vice  President  of  the  Board. 
Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  he 
declined  reappointment  by  Governor  Roose- 

velt. He  afterwards  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment as  visitor  to  the  Gowanda  State  Hos- 

pital upon  the  request  and  recommendation 
of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  which 
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position  he  now  holds.  He  has  never  sought 
office,  but  has  been  a  consistent  worker  for 
party  success. 

In  the  community  Mr.  Hall  has  borne  an 
active  and  honorable  part.  He  is  a  director 
and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Union  Trust  Com- 

pany, one  of  the  strongest  financial  institu- 
tions in  the  city.  For  fifteen  or  more 

years  he  has  been  a  vestryman  of  St.  Luke's 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  has 
served  nineteen  years  as  a  director  of  the 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  same  association  and  served 
upon  the  Building  Committee  that  erected 
a  fifty  thousand  dollar  home  for  the  asso- 

ciation. For  eighteen  years  he  has  been  a 
Trustee  of  Lake  View  Cemetery  Associa- 

tion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 
Club,  composed  of  professional  and  business 
men,  and  of  the  Chadakoin  Boat  Club;  of  the 

Masonic  fraternity  Lodge,  Chapter,  Com- 
mandery,  Shrine  and  Consistory,  and  of  the 
honorary  list  of  the  Thirteenth  Separate 
Company,  National  Guard  State  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Hall  has  traveled  extensively  during 
two  trips  to  Europe,  and  in  Cuba,  Mexico 
and  all  sections  of  the  United  States. 

In  1883  he  married  Lucy,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Levant  L.  Mason.  To  them  have  been 

born  five  children.  Henri  M.,  Levant  M., 
Frederick  P.  Jr.,  Charles  Edward  and  John 
Adams. 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM  HYDE. 

Frederick  William  Hyde  of  Jamestown, 
New  York,  was  torn  at  Dunkirk,  New  York, 
February  21,  1858;  son  of  Rev.  William 
Lyman  and  Frances  Elizabeth  Hyde,  both 
deceased.  Upon  the  return  of  Chaplain 
Hyde  from  the  Civil  War  he  took  his  family 
to  Ripley  and  later  to  Sherman  and  in  the 
early  seventies  removed  to  Ovid,  New  York. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  this  county,  attend- 

ed the  Fredonia  Normal  School  one  year 
and  the  High  School  at  Ovid  one  year.  In 
1874  he  entered  the  store  of  Levant  L.  Mason 

in  this  city  and  served  a  four  years'  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  watchmaker  and  jew- 

eler's trade,  at  which  he  later  worked  in 
Cleveland  for  a  time.  Late  in  1879  he  re- 

turned from  Cleveland  and  entered  the 
business  office  of  the  Jamestown  Journal 
and  a  few  months  later  became  a  reporter 
cn  the  paper,  becoming  successively  news 
editor  and  managing  editor,  which  latter 

position  he  now  holds.  He  is  also  a  director 
of  The  Journal  Printing  Company  and  is  its 
Secretary,  a  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Press  Association  and  of  the  New  York  State 

Republican  Editorial  Association;  of  the  lat- 
ter body  he  is  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

Mr.  Hyde  served  nearly  twelve  years  in 
the  Jamestown  Fire  Department  as  a  mem- 

ber of  Ellicott  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
He  was  seven  years  in  the  National  Guard 
as  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth  Separate 
Company,  of  which  organization  he  was 
successively  Second  Lieutenant  and  Cap- 

tain. During  the  Spanish-American  War  he 
was  a  Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsist- 

ence in  the  volunteer  forces  and  served  at 
both  Camp  Alger,  Virginia,  and  Camp  Meade, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Chau- 

tauqua County  Trust  Company;  a  Trustee 
of  Lake  View  Cemetery  Association;  a  Trus- 

tee of  Chautauqua  Institution.  In  church 
affiliations  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  a  Trus- 

tee of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Jamestown.  For  twenty  years  he  has  served 
as  a  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Chautauqua  County.  During  the  Legislative 
term  in  1903  and  1904  he  was  Index  Clerk 

of  the  State  Assembly.  In  politics  he  al- 
ways has  been  and  is  a  Republican.  He  is 

a  member  of  the  Empire  State  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution;  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  Chapter, 
Commandery,  Consistory  and  Shrine;  is  a 
member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  in  New 
York  City;  of  the  Fort  Orange  Club  in  Al- 

bany and  of  the  Chadakoin  Club  of  James- 
town. 
In  1893  Mr.  Hyde  accompanied  Bishop 

John  H.  Vincent,  D.  D.,  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church  on  a  four  months'  trip 
through  Europe. 

August  21,  1894,  he  married  Carrie  Joie, 
younger  daughter  of  Sidney  and  Anna  D. 
Jones.  They  have  one  daughter,  Carolyn 
Elizabeth.  A  brother,  Henry  W.  Hyde,  M. 
D.,  resides  at  Denver,  Colorado,  and  a  sister, 
Elizabeth  C,  wife  of  Sanford  C.  Meddick, 
resides  at  Ovid,  New  York. 

EDWIN  ARTHUR  BRADSHAW. 

Edwin  Arthur  Bradshaw  was  born  in  New 
York  City  August  3,  1854,  son  of  William 
A.  and  Elizabeth  Cook  Bradshaw.  When 
he  was  a  small  boy  his  parents  removed 
to  Jamestown.  Here  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate 
Institute.  He  was  employed  for  a  time  in 
the  Jamestown  Woolen  mills,  in  which  his 
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father  was  a  partner,  and  subsequently  pur- 
sued special  studies.  In  1876  he  began  his 

newspaper  career  as  a  reporter  on  the  Oil 
City  Derrick.  When  the  oil  excitement 
broke  out  in  Bradford  he  was  sent  there  to 
report  developments  and  in  time  became 
city  editor  of  the  Era,  which  then  was  under 
the  same  management  as  the  Derrick.  After 
serving  in  a  similar  capacity  on  the  Oil  City 
Blizzard  he  came  back  to  Jamestown  to  be- 

come associate  editor  of  the  Morning  News. 
He  resigned  in  1889  to  take  an  editorial 
position  on  The  Journal.  Subsequently  he 
acquired  an  interest  in  The  Journal  Print- 

ing Company,  of  which  he  is  now  Vice  Presi- 
dent. In  -1897  he  was  united  in  marriage 

with  MaBelle  E.  Smith  and  they  have  one 
child,  Robert  Cook  Bradshaw.  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw  has  traveled  in  Europe  and  tropical 
America.  He  is  Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  the 
local  lodge  of  Elks  which  he  has  represented 
at  several  national  conventions. 

JAMES  ALONZO  CLARY. 

James  Alonzo  Clary  was  born  in  the  Vil- 
lage of  Hendersonville,  Mercer  County, 

Pennsylvania,  on  May  16,  1859,  and  was  the 

youngest  son  of  Joseph  and  Patty  Arm- 
strong Clary.  When  he  was  five  years  of 

ago  the  family  moved  to  Sandy  Lake,  a 
larger  village  in  the  same  county,  the  father 
at  that  time  being  in  the  service  of  his 
country  in  the  Civil  War,  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  One  Hundredth  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the 

public  schools  at  Sandy  Lake  until  sixteen 
jears  old,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Sandy  Lake  News  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
practical  printer,  also  taking  private  lessons 
in  certain  branches  of  study  with  Rev.  L. 
L  Crawford,  the  editor  of  the  paper.  After 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years 
he  became  associated  with  Willis  R.  Eckles 
in  the  publication  of  the  Sandy  Lake  Local. 
Severing  his  connection  with  the  paper  a 
year  later  he  entered  a  general  store  at 
Jackson  Center  and  served  as  Deputy  Post- 

master of  the  village. 
Within  another  year  he  returned  to  the 

Sandy  Lake  News  office,  taking  complete 
charge  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
paper  for  two  years,  coming  thence  to 
Jamestown  in  the  spring  of  1882,  where  he 
was  employed  on  the  Chautauqua  Democrat 
as  a  typesetter,  later  taking  the  position  of 
foreman  of  the  Sunday  Leader.  On  the  sus- 

pension of  the  Leader  he  took  a  position  as 

a  compositor  on  the  Jamestown  Journal  on 
the  first  of  January,  1884,  and  has  been  con- 

nected with  the  paper  from  that  time  until 
the  present,  being  advanced  from  the  posi- 

tion of  compositor  to  that  of  foreman  of  the 
composing  room,  and  later  to  the  city  edi- 

torship of  the  Evening  Journal.  When  the 
Journal  Printing  Company  was  incorporated 
he  was  one  of  the  stockholders  and  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  company. 

Mr.  Clary  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  organized  labor  movement.  He 

was  chosen  the  first  President  of  the  James- 
town Typographical  Union  when  it  was  or- 

ganized in  1882,  and  was  its  first  representa- 
tive in  the  International  Union,  held  in  1885 

in  New  York  City.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  having  been  at  the  head 
of  the  organization  in  Jamestown  in  1886, 
and  representing  the  various  assemblies  of 
Western  New  York  in  the  National  Conven- 

tion of  that  order  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
that  year. 

Mr.  Clary  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Jamestown 
in  1892,  and  before  the  expiration  of  his  two- 
year  term  of  office  was  appointed  by  Mayor 
Price  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors of  Chautauqua  County,  as  a  represent- 
ative of  the  First,  Second  and  Fifth  Wards 

of  the  city,  a  position  he  has  held  until  the 
present  time  with  the  exception  of  two 

years,  1895-6,  having  been  elected  repeated- 
ly with  little  or  no  opposition.  He  has  been 

actively  identified  with  the  Republican 
Party  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  party 
committee  of  the  Fiftieth  Senate  District  for 
several  years. 
On  March  14,  1883,  Mr.  Clary  was  unit- 

ed in  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  youngest 
daughter  of  Captain  William  S.  and  Isabella 
Walker  Eberman  of  Sandy  Lake.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
Albert  B.,  Fay  Alice,  Frederick  E.,  and 
Rebekah  Clary. 

GEORGE   R.  DEAN. 

George  R  Dean,  son  of  Riley  and  Lucretia 
(Briggs)  Dean  was  born  in  the  Town  of 
Attica,  Wyoming  County,  New  York,  Jan- 

uary 10,  1837. 
Riley  Dean,  the  father  of  George  R.,  was 

born  in  Onondaga  County,  October  1,  1809, 
and  died  January  17,  1883.  He  was  a  resi- 

dent of  Chautauqua  County  a  greater  part 
of  his  life.  His  children  were  George  R., 
Esther  L.,  Sophrouia  J.  and  Orlando  D. 
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William  Wan,  his  internal  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  this  state, 
hut  came  *o  Chautauqua  County  about  the 
year  1$U  and  took  up  a  farm  near  Hlook 
ville.  in  the  Town  of  Harmony.  He  was 
mairied  three  times  and  brought  up  a  fam- 

ily of  thirteen  children. 
Crandfather  Oeorge  Uriggs  came  from 

Cape  Cod.  Massachusetts,  ami  settled  in 
what  is  now  the  Town  of  Attica,  Wyoming 
Comity,  in  |$ft&  His  wife  was  Miss  hither 
Caul,  also  of  Massachusetts. 
Crom  the  age  of  fvmr  until  fourteen. 

C-oerge  N  lived  with  his  grandfather 
Griggs,  but  in  1$S1  came  to  Chautauqua 
county  where  ho  has  since  been  a  resident. 

March  l  S.  iSts*,  ho  married  Alice  Ward, 

daughter  of  William  O.  and  Mary  ,1.  (.Tinh- 
vvml  Ward,  of  Mayville.  Now  York.  was 
bom  ai  $inelaitville.  Now  York,  March  u. 

They  have  one  son.  Oeenge  W„  bom  at 

Dunkirk.  .Tnly  1$.  iSikV  w-ho  mawied  Olara 
**oholren.  of  Cindley  take,  March  u. 
and  is  now  a  -i^osidont  of  Mayville.  being  a 
printer,  painter  and  paperhanger  hy  trade. 
They  have  three  children.  Collier  A.. 
Oeerge  §<,  and  Oleo  Camilla. 

Mrs.  Or.  R.  Ivan's  paternal  grandfather 
was  .tool  Ward,  who  w*s  horn  at  Ci-well. 
Rutland  County,  Vorniont.  V^rnary 

17^£..  and  married  IVeember  1ft.  "KTi- 
vabeth  lY&venport.  w-ho  w-as  born  As>rtl 
r."^.  They  came  to  thts  eeanty  March 
:  .  .  iSl^.  and  settled  in  the  northeast  cor- 

ner of  tho  present  towm  of  hilling-ten  w-here 
they  lived  for  a  period  esf  terty-sdx  years. 
V»e  died  ̂ ^eeesf^b**  suSSik 

Wer  maternal  grand  father  w-as  Waterman 
Tinkeem  who  born  la  Cleneesrer.  Rhode 
Inland.  ¥v>h.  l 7M.  and  came  to  Mayville  m 

h&  T&YS  he  married  Harriet  Thayer, 

w-he  w  ith  her  narents  oame  to  this  eennty 
m  TMsfc  They  raised  a  family  of  ten  ehlld- 
i\>r,  Mr  Tinkeom  fiied  r^o  i;.  and 
Wr*.  Tinkeom  in  n^S. 
Oeorse  IVan  is  at  nresent  one  of  the 

ol.iost  'new^ea.net  men  m  Chantantjna 
Cet>nty.  On  ChTtstn^as  d«j;  1$$*.  he  eom- 
n>erseed  lofirntng  the  erintlng  trade  m  the 

ofnoo  of  the  Ma^-\  ille  ̂ sentinel.  -**ere  he 
remained  nntil  in         he  had  eds 

t.vifi-.  ohar^re  e>T  the  Sentinel,  and  the 
hret  erinter  in  the  eonnty  to  nejvtrt  a  mnr- 

der  trial  in  tsiti.  ithat  of  "SSantm  littles  tt«r 
killing  Cornel h?s  ̂ ^meh.  near  $me1airv-i11e.s» 
filliixv:  alnvts;  the  entire  *heet  w  ith  the  exi- 
rtenet? 

In  the  spring  of  he  was  associated 
with  l">avid  Orax  and  Thomas  Kiynio.  a* 
ono  of  the  editors  of  the  B«ffa.lo  Courier 
and  the  Kxening  Courier  and  Republic, 

having  provH>nsl>-  K^en  the  Chantauqiva 
«.\mnty  rx^virter  for  those  paiXM-s  for  sev- 

eral years 
In  ,Tnne  l$t>S.  lie  Knight  a  half  interest 

in  the  Dunkirk  Cnion  and  entenni  into 

paitnei-ship  with  the  late  Oarmi  K.  Dailey. 
who  owne^i  the  other  half  interest.  This 
partnership  lasted  for  about  a  year,  when 

he  bought  Mr.  l"»aiie.y"s  interest  and  con- 
tinued the  publication  of  the  Cnion  until May, 

tn  l^ti"  he  bought  the  Kx^ans  farm  of 

srvm  -three  acres  m  the  Vfil«ge  of  Mayvrfle.. 
paying  S^.^DO  for  the  s*me.  taking  it  s«h- 
,iect  to  a  mortgage  for  half  of  that  amonnt. 
\\  hat  is  now  the  Penney >^»nia  Uoad.  tthen 

the  Cross  Cot  from.  Yiroeron  to  Corry\  w-»s 
an  assarted  fact,  and  it  'was  his  idea  that 
>.:ayvii)e  *-onld  eurely  he  a  poa^«l«r  summer 
resort  and  that  real  estate  there  w^onld  he 
xalnahle.  >?e  kept  the  tract  Just  tventy- 
nliie  years  to  a  daj- ;  ̂*.id  on;  <wr  ?orty-fiv? 
br.ndrer.  dollars  oas-h  ir.  imnrox'eTneTirs  (.hnilt 
th d-wclling  honses.  thTee  barns  «nd  an 
ottico  building V  eet  on;  an  wchard  <^f  five 
hundred.  sovw;-..$\  s.nple  trees  and  got  the 
most  of  them  to  bearing  sflj?e:  made  other 
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improvements;  paid  over  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars in  taxes  and  interest,  during  the  time; 

and  April  1st,  1896,  traded  the  property  for 
~  tract  of  wild  land  in  Missouri,  to  get  rid 
of  it,  the  price  of  real  estate  having  slumped 
from  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre  to  thirty 
dollars  or  forty  dollars  all  around  the  head 
of  Chautauqua  Lake,  the  mortgage  being 
the  only  thing  that  steadily  held  its  own. 

In  the  fall  of  1868  he  commenced  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Rural  Miscellany,  at  Mayville, 

and  continued  it  for  a  couple  of  years,  but 
without  much  profit.  In  April,  1871,  he 
moved  to  Dunkirk  to  take  charge  of  the 
Dunkirk  Journal  for  Rev.  Isaac  George. 
During  the  year  he  bought  the  plant  and  in 
March,  1872,  sold  it  to  Willard  McKinstry 
of  Fredonia,  now  editor  of  the  Watertown 
Daily  Times.  Returning  to  Mayville  he 
found  employment  in  the  office  of  the  Senti- 

nel most  of  the  time  for  about  eight  years. 
August  30,  1880,  he  started  the  Chautau- 

qua Era,  at  Mayville,  and  two  years  later 
bought  the  Mayville  Sentinel,  publishing 
both  papers  until  the  fall  of  1892.  The  Era 
was  run  as  a  Republican  organ,  and  the 
Sentinel  as  a  Democratic  sheet,  with  satis- 

factory results  for  all  concerned. 
January  1,  1898,  he  bought  the  Westfield 

Record  which  had  been  started  something 
like  a  year  before,  and  continued  the  same, 
without  paying  results,  until  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  when  it  was  discontinued. 
September  18,  1899,  he  bought  the  Sin- 

clairville  Commercial  and  the  Stockton  and 

Cassadaga  Spectator.  After  a  year  of  pros- 
perous business  he  sold  the  plant  at  a  fair 

profit  and  returned  to  Mayville. 
May  6,  1901,  he  bought  the  Silver  Creek 

Gazette  and  published  it  for  three  months 
when  he  sold  out  at  a  profitable  advance. 
October  6,  1902,  he  bought  the  Ripley 

Review  where  he  is  now  (1903)  doing  a  fair 
business,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  and  hopes 
to  grow  up  with  the  country. 

JULIEN  TAINTOR  WILLIAMS. 

Julien  Taintor  Williams,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent residents  of  Chautauqua  County,  has 

spent  an  active  lifetime  in  the  City  of 
Dunkirk,  New  York,  and  is  well  known  in 
business,  professional  and  political  circles. 
His  parents,  Dr.  Ezra  and  Sarah  King  Clark 
Williams,  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  county,  moving  to  Dunkirk  from 
Oneida  County  in  1820.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  in  Dunkirk  November 
15,  1828,  and  his  education  commenced  in 

the  Dunkirk  Academy,  from  which  he  went 
to  the  Fredonia  Academy,  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1849. 

Deciding  to  follow  a  professional  career 
young  Williams  in  1847  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  after  his  graduation 
from  the  Fredonia  Academy  he  entered  the 
Buffalo  Medical  College,  where  he  took  a 

two  years'  course.  This  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  the  Castleton  Medical  Col- 

lege, Vermont,  from  which  institution  he 
graduated  in  November,  1851. 

After  his  graduation.  Dr.  Williams  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  and  practice 

of  medicine  in  Dunkirk  until  1882,  when  he 
purchased  the  plant  of  the  Dunkirk  Printing 
Company  and  became  editor  in  chief  of  the 
Dunkirk  Observer,  and  later  of  the  Grape 
Belt. 

From  the  time  he  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  when  a  young  man  down  to  the 
present  date,  Dr.  Williams  took  an  active 
and  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs. 
His  first  public  office  was  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  Dunkirk. 
He  was  elected  in  March..  1858.  In  1864  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Legislature  and  served  one  term  in 
that  body.  He  served  another  term  in  1885. 
In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  R.  E. 
Fenton  one  of  the  three  Commissioners  to 
locate  and  erect  the  Willard  Hospital  for 
the  insane  and  he  performed  the  duties  of 
this  position  with  the  fidelity  that  has  char- 

acterized his  entire  career, 
Dr.  Williams  was  elected  to  represent  the 

City  of  Dunkirk  on  the  Chautauqua  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  1887  and  he  served 
on  the  Board  up  to  and  including  the  year 
1891,  after  which  he  retired.  He  has,  how- 

ever, served  on  the  Board  of  Education  al- 
most continuously  since  his  first  election 

forty-six  years  ago. 
Dr.  Williams  was  married  at  Dunkirk  De- 

cember 15,  1851,  to  Miss  Julia  King  Thomp- 
son of  Dunkirk.  They  have  eight  children, 

Henrietta  Clarke,  Jessie  Carlysle,  Emelia, 
Mabel  Walton,  Henry  Kirk,  Geraldine,  Ade- 

laide Thompson  and  Gerald  Bismark  Wil- 
liams. 

In  politics  Dr.  Williams  has  been  and  is 
an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles  and 
policies  of  the  Republican  Party  and  he  has 
always  been  conspicuous  in  the  counsels 
of  the  party  organization.  A  man  of  posi- 

tive convictions,  a  fearless  but  fair  fighter, 
he  has  the  respect  and  regard  even  of  those 
who  have  opposed  him  politically,  and  he  is 
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today  one  of  the  best  known  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Chautauqua  County. 

HENRY   K.  WILLIAMS. 

Henry  K.  Williams,  one  of  the  best  types 
of  American  citizenship,  was  born  at  Dun- 

kirk, New  York,  May  8,  1856.  His  father 
is  Dr.  Julien  T.  Williams.  He  was  educated 
in  the  Dunkirk  Union  Schools  and  subse- 

quently entered  Cornell  University,  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1880.  He  took  a 
course  in  science  and  civil  engineering  and 
when  the  construction  of  the  New  York, 
Chicago  and  St.  Louis  Road  (the  Nickel 
Plate)  was  commenced  he  was  given  em- 

ployment as  an  engineer  in  charge  of  con- 
struction between  Brocton  and  Angola. 

But  railroad  construction  does  not  last 
forever,  and  in  1882  Mr.  Williams  left  the 
road  and  engaged  in  the  oil  business  at 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  broker 
during  1882  and  1883,  in  that  capacity  ac- 

quiring much  useful  information,  so  that  when 
in  1884  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  producers 
and  was  made  President  of  the  Bermuda  Oil 
Company  he  was  well  qualified  to  perform 
the  duties  of  this  responsible  position. 

Mr.  Williams  remained  with  the  Bermuda 
Oil  Company  until  1888.  November  1  of  that 
year  he  entered  the  Dunkirk  Printing  Com- 

pany and  he  has  been  connected  with  that 
corporation  ever  since  as  general  manager. 
The  corporation  publishes  the  Evening  Ob- 

server, a  daily  newspaper,  the  Grape  Belt 
and  the  Chautauqua  Farmer,  a  semi-weekly 

newspaper.  Under  Mr.  Williams'  judicious 
management  the  business  has  prospered  and 
he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  newspaper 
publishers  of  the  county. 

Although  always  taking  an  intelligent  in- 
terest in  public  affairs  Mr.  Williams  has 

held  but  one  public  office.  He  was  Super- 
visor of  the  Town  of  Dunkirk  in  1896. 

Despite  the  activities  of  the  life  of  a 

modern  publisher  he  has  found  time  to' 
mingle  socially  with  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  col- 

lege fraternity,  Dunkirk  Lodge,  No.  767,  F. 
and  A.  M.;  Dunkirk  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  No. 
191;  Dunkirk  Commandery,  K.  T.,  No.  40, 

and  Ismailia  Temple  Mystic  Shrine.  Buf- 
falo, New  York. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  October  10, 
1889,  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss 
May  E.  Willis.  They  have  three  children, 
Dorothy  E.,  Jessie  C.  and  Henry  K.,  Jr. 

GERALD  BISMARK  WILLIAMS. 

Gerald  Bismark  Williams,  a  son  of  Dr. 
Julien  T.  Williams,  was  born  at  Dunkirk, 

New  York,  April  1,  1870.  He  was  educated 
in  the  Dunkirk  Union  Schools  and  at  the 

age  of  19  entered  the  employ  of  the  Dun- 
kirk Printing  Company,  a  corporation  con- 

trolled by  his  father  and  brother.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  company  in  1900  be- 

ing elected  Vice  President  and  Secretary, 
which  position  he  holds  at  present. 

Mr.  Williams  is  one  of  the  best  known 
young  men  of  Dunkirk,  prominent  in  the 
social  life  of  the  city  and  an  affable  and 

popular  gentleman.  He  is  a  member  of  Buf- 
falo Chapter,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and 

of  the  Young  Men's  Association  of  Dunkirk. 
In  1903  Mr.  Williams  was  appointed  Pri- 

vate Secretary  to  Lieutenant  Governor 
Frank  W.  Higgins  and  he  spent  the  winter 
at  Albany  in  that  capacity. 

ALTON    M.  LOOMIS. 

Alton  M.  Loomis,  one  of  the  active  news- 
paper workers  of  Chautauqua  County,  was 

born  at  Hartfield,  New  York,  April  14,  1876. 
His  grandfather  was  Daniel  Matthewson, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Arkwright,  Chau- 

tauqua County,  coming  to  that  section  in 
about  1810  as  a  surveyor.  Mr.  Loomis  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Boulder 
County,  Colorado,  which  he  entered  in  1883. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  city  and  High 

Schools  of  Denver,  and  in  1890  he  was  en- 
rolled as  a  student  of  the  Fredonia  Normal 

School  of  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  County, 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1894. 

After  his  graduation,  or  to  be  exact,  in 
1895,  Mr.  Loomis  took  the  position  of  as- 

sistant Principal  of  the  Mayville  LTnion 
School  and  he  remained  there  until  1897, 

when  he  went  to  Gerry,  New  York,  as  Prin- 
cipal of  the  school  of  that  village,  remaining 

there  until  June,  189^.  He  began  newspaper 
work  as  the  Chautauqua  correspondent  for 
the  Buffalo  Commercial  in  1897  and  in  July, 
1898,  he  accepted  the  position  of  editor  of 
the  Jamestown  Times,  which  position  he 
held  for  a  time.  He  became  editor  of  the 
Grape  Belt  in  July,  1900,  which  position  he 
still  holds. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  married  in  Dunkirk  De- 
cember 17.  1899,  to  Miss  Bertha  May  Cole- 

grove,  daughter  of  D.  M.  Colegrove  of  Brad- 
ford, Pennsylvania.  They  have  two  child- 

ren, Melvin  C.  and  Helen  May. 
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Mr.  Loomis  resides  at  Fredonia,  New 
York. 

JAMES  C.  HALE. 

James  C.  Hale,,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Chautauqua  County,  was  born  at  Westfield, 
New  York,  July  18,  1857.  His  father  was 
Horace  Hale  who  was  the  son  of  James, 
who  was  the  son  of  Josiah,  who  was  the  son 
of  William,  who  was  the  son  of  Thomas, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ameri- 

ca. With  the  exception  of  five  years  Mr. 

Hale's  entire  life  was  spent  in  Westfield. 
He  was  in  the  shoe  business  in  the  village 

in  1878,  1879  and  1880.  Afterwards  he  en- 
tered the  ministry  and  was  ordained  as  pas- 

tor of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stockton,  New 
York,  January  28,  1885.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  until  the  spring  of  1887  when  ill 
health  compelled  him  to  stop  preaching. 

Mr.  Hale  has  been  engaged  in  newspaper 
work  for  several  years  and  is  now  connect- 

ed with  the  Grape  Belt. 
Mr.  Hale  was  married  December  11,  1878, 

at  Brocton,  New  York,  to  Miss  Georgia  A. 
Bronson.  They  had  one  child,  Laura  B., 
who  was  born  March  12,  1882,  and  died  July 
3,  1884. 

JOHN   HALE  COBB. 

"Lie  down,  dear,  and  rest.  I  feel  easier 
— as  though  I  could  go  to  sleep."  These 
were  the  last  words  Mr.  Cobb  spoke  to  his 
devoted  wife  who  was  caring  for  him  at 
midnight  Tuesday,  May  19,  1903.  They 
showed  his  kind  consideration,  and  how 
peaceful  was  his  end,  for  when  Mrs.  Cobb 
arose  at  five  she  found  him  cold  in  death. 
She  had  been  lying  on  a  couch  by  the 
door  and  had  not  heard  a  sound  of  unrest 
or  distress. 

Such  a  death  is  to  be  envied,  so  far  as  the 
deceased  is  concerned,  but  it  was  a  sad 
shock  to  the  family  and  community,  for  Mr. 
Cobb  had  been  in  his  office  till  noon  that 
day,  although  he  had  not  felt  well  since  the 
preceding  Friday. 

John  Hale  Cobb  spent  all  his  active  life 
as  a  country  printer  and  editor.  He  was 
born  in  Sinclairville  sixty-one  years  ago 
and  after  living  west  returned  to  this  coun- 

ty, publishing  first  a  paper  in  Ripley  and 
then  moving  to  Brocton  about  a  dozen 

years  ago  where  he  has  ever  since  pub- 
lished the  Brocton  Mirror. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  more  than  an  ordinary 
writer.  He  was  a  clear  thinker,  of  strong 
convictions,  and  expressed  his  ideas  in  a 

pungent  way  that  always  made  his  articles 
interesting.  His  editorial  ability  was  recog- 

nized by  his  brethren  of  the  press,  and  it 
was  often  remarked  that  he  should  be  in 
a  larger  field.  He  would  have  done  good 
work  on  a  city  paper,  and  yet  as  we  saw 
the  sorrow  and  sincere  respect  manifested 
by  the  people  of  Brocton  at  his  funeral,  we 
thought  that  maybe  his  life  was  as  success- 

ful and  happy  in  a  community  where  all 
were  his  neighbors  and  friends  as  it  would 

have  been  toiling  on  a  city  editor's  staff, 
his  name  unknown  outside  of  the  building 
where  he  worked.     There  are  some  com- 

JOHN  H.  COBB. 

pensations  to  the  country  editor,  though  his 
gains  in  wealth  be  slow. 
The  burial  was  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 

whither  the  long  procession  drove  in  car- 
riages, and  there  in  that  beautiful  region 

of  the  vine  between  the  hills  and  the  lake, 
the  editor  rests  from  his  labors.  Count  not 

his  life  as  a  vain  struggle,  for  he  was  hon- 
est and  upright,  he  reared  a  respected  fami- 
ly, and  can  be  written  of  as  one  who  loved 

his  fellow  men. 
Besides  his  wife,  five  sons  survive  him, 

P.  E.  Cobb,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Archie  Cobb, 
a  telegraph  operator  at  Springfield,  Ohio; 
A.  A.  Cobb,  assistant  editor  of  the  Brocton 
Mirror;  Harry  and  Bert  Cobb  of  Brocton. 



THE  PRESS  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

129 

HUGH  W.  THOMPSON. 

Hugh  W.  Thompson,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Westfield  Republican,  is  a  son  of 
Hugh  W.,  Sr.,  and  Eliza  (McDowell)  Thomp- 

son, and  was  born  at  Westfield,  New  York, 
October  2,  1858.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  came  in  1851 
to  Westfield,  where  his  father  followed  car- 

HOGH  W.  THOMPSON. 

pentering  until  his  death  March  28.  1890. 
Hugh  W.  Thompson  was  reared  at  Westfield 
where  he  attended  the  Academy  of  that 
place  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Mayville  and  learned  the 

printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Mayville 
Sentinel.  In  July,  1885,  he  returned  to 
Westfield  and  worked  on  the  Republican 
until  May  13,  1889,  when  he  purchased  the 
paper  of  Alfred  E.  Rose,  and  has  published 
it  ever  since.  The  Republican  was  estab- 

lished April  25,  1855,  by  a  company  com- 
posed of  George  W.  Patterson,  William  H. 

Seward,  Alvin  Plumb  and  Austin  Smith. 
The  Westfield  Republican,  as  its  name 

implies,  has  always  been  and  is  Republican 
in  politics.  It  has  been  so  edited  and  con- 

ducted by  Mr.  Thompson  as  to  command 
attention  and  respect  from  his  political  op- 

ponents, as  well  as  to  win  support  and  ad- 
vocates within  his  own  party. 

At    Westfield ,   November    8.    1894.  Mr. 

Thompson  married  Adelle  Hutchins  Hall, 
daughter  of  Erie  and  Eliza  (Crosgrove) 
Hall;  she  died  January  15,  1896.  Mr. 
Thompson  has  one  son,  Herbert  Taber, 
born  January  9,  1896. 
Hugh  W.  Thompson  has  always  been 

independent  in  politics;  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  Town  Clerk  in  the  fall  of  1901. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Westfield;  Westfield  Council, 
Royal  Arcanum,  No.  81 ;  Summit  Lodge,  No. 

219,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  West- 
field  Lodge,  No.  316,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

CHARLES  E.  BROWN. 

Charles  E.  Brown,  or  "Doctor,"  as  he 
was  familiarly  known  to  everyone,  was 
born  at  Mystic,  Conn.,  September  18,  1849. 
His  parents  removed  to  East  Aurora,  New 
York,  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age,  and 
there  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  old  East  Aurora  Academy. 
He  learned  his  trade  in  the  office  of  the 
East  Aurora  Advertiser,  and  in  1875  went 
into  partnership  with  George  L.  Dingham 
and  purchased  the  Advertiser.     That  year 

CHARLES  E.  BROWN. 

Mr.  Dingham  sold  his  interest  to  Frank 
Smith,  and  in  1877  Mr.  Brown  also  sold  his. 
and  for  a  time  afterwards  he  was  a  re- 

porter on  the  Buffalo  Times.  In  1878  he 
went  to  Silver  Creek  and  formed  a  part- 

nership with  John  R.  Spears  to  publish 
the  Silver  Creek  Local.    Mr.  Spears  retired 
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from  the  firm  in  1883,  Mr.  Brown  purchas- 
ing his  interest,  and  publishing  it  until 

1887,  when  he  sold  to  Douglas  &  Williams. 
After  a  year  in  the  Sherman  News  office 
he  went  to  Westfield  in  March,  1890,  and 
was  foreman  of  the  Republican  office  un- 

til his  death,  September  22,  1901. 
He  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Hinds  of  Water- 

town,  New  York,  April  17,  1879,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  sons.  Jay  C.  and 
Frank  C.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  sterl- 

ing worth.  He  had  strong  convictions  and 
was  not  afraid  to  express  them.  He  was  a 
born  newspaper  man,  and  had  literary  abil- 

ity of  a  high  order;  he  was  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican and  had  served  as  Town  Clerk  for 

five  years.  He  was  a  Past  Master  of  Silver 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Silver 
Creek,  and  Secretary  of  Summit  Lodge, 
Westfield,  at  the  time  of  his  death;  he  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
was  a  good  man  and  loyal  to  the  core  in  his 
friendships. 

EDWARD  CORNELIUS  FISK. 

Edward  Cornelius  Fisk,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent newspaper  proprietors  of  Chautauqua 

County,  was  born  at  Titusville,  Pennsylva- 

E  D  WARD  C.  FISK. 

nia,  June  12,  1873,  and  removed  to  Chautau- 
qua County  in  1892  when  he  purchased  the 

Mayville  Sentinel,  one  of  the  oldest  news- 
papers of  the  county  and  from  that  time 

to  the  present  date  he  has  been  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  paper. 

Since  coming  to  Chautauqua  County,  Mr. 
Fisk  has  been  active  in  politics  and  is  now 
one  of  the  party  leaders.  He  was  appoint- 

ed United  States  Loan  Commissioner  for 
the  county  by  Governor  Morton,  and  held 
the  office  for  two  years.  In  1897  he  was  ap- 

pointed Postmaster  by  President  McKinley 
and  reappointed  by  President  Roosevelt  in 
1903.  He  has  also  been  a  member  and  Presi- 

dent of  the  Mayville  Board  of  Education. 
Mr.  Fisk  attended  the  Newark,  New  York, 

Union  School  until  fourteen  years  old,  when 
he  entered  a  printing  office  to  learn  the 

printer's  trade,  a  trade  which  proved  useful 
after  his  purchase  of  the  Sentinel. 

Mr.  Fisk  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Field 
Fisk  (her  name  was  Fisk  before  marriage) 
at  Newark,  Wayne  County,  New  York,  in 
1892.  They  have  four  children,  two  boys 
and  two  girls. 

Mr.  Fisk  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Mayville  and  the  following  fra- 

ternities: Peacock  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  No. 
090;  Westfield  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  No.  239; 
Mayville  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  284;  Acan- 

thus Chapter,  O.  E.  S.,  No.  127;  Jamestown 
Lodge,  B.  P.  O.  E„  No.  203. 

JAMESTOWN  MORNING  POST. 

The  Jamestown  Morning  Post,  the  only 
morning  daily  published  in  Chautauqua 
County,  was  first  issued  on  September  2, 
1901,  and  has  enjoyed  a  substantial  growth 
in  circulation  and  advertising  patronage 
from  the  very  first.  It  is  owned  by  the  Post 
Publishing  Company,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $30,000.  This  company  was 
organized  May  29,  1901,  with  the  follow- 

ing stockholders,  all  of  whom  were 
named  as  directors:  Cyrus  E.  Jones,  Ralph 
C.  Sheldon,  Arthur  C.  Wade,  Robert  K. 
Beach  and  Edward  L.  Allen.  The  officers 
elected  were:  President,  Cyrus  E.  Jones; 
Vice  President,  Ralph  C.  Sheldon;  Secre- 

tary, Edward  L.  Allen;  Treasurer,  Robert 
iv.  Beach.  The  officers  and  directors  re- 

mained the  same  until  May  7,  1904,  when  the 

retirement  of  Cyrus  E.  Jones  from  the  com- 
pany created  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, which  was  filled  by  the  election  of 

Ralph  C.  Sheldon.  Hon.  Arthur  C.  Wade 
succeeded  Mr.  Sheldon  as  Vice  President. 

In  view  of  many  previous  newspaper  fail- 
ures in  Jamestown,  it  required  considerable 
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faith  to  launch  another  newspaper  enter- 
prise in  that  city,  but  the  promoters  of  the 

Morning  Post  had  a  clear  perception  of  the 
growing  need  of  a  first-class  morning  daily 
in  this  corner  of  the  slate.  With  the  best 

of  local  backing,  and  commanding  the  news- 
paper experience  of  men  trained  in  the 

lirger  cities,  the  Morning  Post  was  able 
from  the  first  to  give  the  city  and  county  a 
newspaper  which  met  the  expectations  of  all 
the  people.  It  is  a  member  of  the  Associated 
Press  and  receives  the  complete  report  of 
that  great  news-gathering  agency.  It  em- 

ploys o  competent  local  staff  to  gather  the 
news  of  Jamestown  and  its  correspondents 
are  scattered  through  Chautauqua  and  Cat- 

taraugus Counties,  beside  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania.  In  its  special  features,  like 
its  market  reports,  it  aims  to  give  its  readers 
what  they  want. 
The  editorial  department  is  in  charge  of 

Edward  L.  Allen,  and  the  business  depart- 
ment of  Robert  K.  Beach,  who  also  takes 

general  supervision  of  the  extensive  me- 
chanical plant  of  the  company,  including  a 

new  Cox  Duplex  perfecting  press,  three 
Mergenthaler  Linotype  machines  and  the 
usual  outfit  of  a  well  equipped  newspaper 
office. 
The  extension  of  rural  mail  delivery 

throughout  Chautauqua  County  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  building  up  the  circulation 

of  the  paper,  which  now  exceeds  4,150, 
largely  within  the  limits  of  our  own  county. 
The  Post  Publishing  Company  employs  over 
twenty  men,  besides  a  score  of  carrier  boys. 
The  paper  is  Republican  in  politics  and  is 

issued  daily  except-  Sunday,  holidays  in- 
cluded. 

EDWARD   LISLE  ALLEN. 

Edward  Lisle  Allen  was  born  August  14, 
1SG8,  at  Moscow,  Livingston  County,  and 
was  the  only  child  of  Elias  Allen  and  Rose 
Sheldon  Allen.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and 

the  family  lived  in  the  Town  of  South  Bris- 
tol, Ontario  County,  until  the  boy  was  nine 

years  old,  when  they  removed  to  Rochester, 
one  of  the  main  objects  being  to  secure  bet- 

ter educational  advantages  for  the  son  than 
were  afforded  by  the  district  schools  of  an 
isolated  community.  In  June,  1887,  the  youth 
was  graduated  from  the  Rochester  Free 
Academy,  having  shortened  his  course  of 
study  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his 
father. 

He  had  previously  worked  in  vacation  time 
as  a  reporter  on  the  Rochester  Herald  and 

was  regularly  employed  there  for  the  next 
four  years,  when  he  left  the  Herald  to  take 
a  position  on  the  local  staff  of  the  Rochester 
Union  and  Advertiser.  He  returned  to  the 
Rochester  Herald  as  its  Associate  Editor  in 
April,  1892,  being  at  that  time  one  of  the 
youngest  editorial  writers  in  the  state.  On 
January  1,  1895,  he  became  cashier  of  the 
Rochester  Postoffice,  a  position  of  financial 
responsibility,  the  Rochester  office  being 
the  depository  for  postal  funds  from  all  over 
Western  New  York.  His  desire  for  news- 

paper work  led  to  his  resignation  in  Jan- 
uary, 1897,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as 

editorial  writer  on  the  Buffalo  Enquirer. 
Later  in  that  year  he  was  transferred  to  the 
staff  of  the  Buffalo  Courier,  when  it  came 
under  the  same  management  as  the  En- 

quirer, and  he  remained  with  the  Courier 
until  his  removal  to  Jamestown  in  1901. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  The  Jamestown  Morning  Post,  Mr. 

Allen  had  regarded  Jamestown  as  a  prom- 
ising field  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 

morning  daily.  He  succeeded  in  interesting 
several  Jamestown  gentlemen  in  the  enter- 

prise, and  also  his  former  newspaper  asso- 
ciate, Robert  K.  Beach.  The  Post  Publish- 

ing Company  was  incorporated  early  in  1901, 
and  on  September  2nd,  of  that  year  the 
first  copy  of  The  Morning  Post  was  issued, 
Mr.  Allen  becoming  its  editor.  The  success 
of  the  paper  has  justified  his  faith  in  the 

project. Mr.  Allen  was  married  on  December  4, 
1895,  to  Miss  Martha  C.  Van  De  Vyver,  of 
Canandaigua,  New  York,  and  is  the  father 
of  three  children,  Marjorie,  Edward  Robert 
and  Elizabeth.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

ROBERT  KING  BEACH. 

Robert  King  Beach  was  born  September 
22,  18G5,  at  Albion,  Orleans  County,  New 
York,  the  son  of  the  late  Calvin  Gilbert  and 
Juliette  Heyward  Beach.  The  family  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Western  New  York,  com- 

ing from  Vermont  among  those  who  cut  a 
pathway  into  the  wilderness.  After  com- 

pleting his  education,  young  Beach,  follow- 
ing the  precedent  established  by  his  two 

older  brothers,  entered  the  office  of  the  Or- 
leans Republican,  a  weekly  newspaper  which 

for  more  than  half  a  century  has  been  owned 

by  his  family,  and  learned  the  printer's 
trade.  In  1883  he  went  to  Middleport,  New 
York,  where  for  a  year  he  acted  as  manager 
of  the  Herald,  a  weekly  paper.   Going  thence 
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CHARLES  E.  SHELDON. 

to  Rochester,  he  became  a  reporter  on  the 
staff  of  the  Daily  Herald  of  that  city,  and 
in  the  following  years  was  successively  em- 

ployed in  all  the  various  lines  of  reportorial 
work  on  the  Herald,  Democrat  and  Chron- 

icle and  Union  and  Advertiser.  In  the  fall 
of  1892  he  was  appointed  telegraph  editor 
of  the  Herald  and  January  1,  1893,  was  pro- 

moted to  city  editor.  Three  years  later  he 
was  made  news  editor  of  that  paper.  In 
1899  he  went  to  Buffalo  to  take  the  position 
of  news  editor  of  the  Courier,  remaining 
there  a  year,  when  he  joined  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Chicago  Chronicle.  Mr.  Beach 
left  the  Chronicle  in  the  spring  of  1901  to 
aid  in  the  establishment  of  the  Jamestown 
Morning  Post.  Mr.  Beach  was  married  in 
October,  1900,  to  Miss  Clara  Belle  Fleet- 

wood, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Fleetwood,  of  Brockport,  New  York.  In 
religion  Mr.  Beach  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

CHARLES  EDGERTON  SHELDON. 

Charles  E.  Sheldon,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Chautauqua  News,  at  Sherman,  New 
York,  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Westfleld. 

June  7,  1844.  His  father  was  Franklin  Shel- 
don who  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Vermont,  and 

settled  near  Nettle  Hill  in  1840,  where  he 

NELLA  A.  SHELDON. 

died  in  1892  at  the  age  of  83.  Mr.  Sheldon, 
after  obtaining  a  good  English  education, 
went  to  Sherman  February  28,  1868,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with 
J.  S.  Dunbar,  in  which  he  continued  for 

three  years  when  he  embarked  in  the  hard- 
ware business  with  W.  R.  Reed.  Three 

years  later  he  lost  his  entire  stock  of  hard- 
ware by  fire.  In  1879  he  became  editor  and 

proprietor  of  his  present  publication,  which 
was  founded  in  March,  1877,  by  E.  W.  Hoag. 
On  June  2,  1898,  Mr.  Sheldon  was  appointed 
Postmaster  by  President  McKinley,  which 
position  he  still  holds. 
On  October  28,  18G8,  Mr.  Sheldon  united 

in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  M.  Wood  of 
Chautauqua.  To  them  were  born  five  child- 

ren: Addie  A.,  who  die  (  October  5,  1885,  aged 
fifteen  years;  Lura  A.,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania;  Nella  A., 
(see  sketch  following);  C.  Frank,  now  en- 

gaged in  the  insurance  business  at  Sher- 
man; another  son  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Sheldon  is  a  member  of  Olive  Lodge. 
No.  575,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  was  Master  for  five  years;  Sher- 

man Lodge,  No.  45,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Sherman  High  School 
for  twenty-two  years  and  President  of  the 
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Board  for  five  years;  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Universalis!  Chinch,  of  which  he  has  been 
0  Trustee  for  twenty  years.  He  is  a  very 
progressive  citizen  being  Identified  With 
every  movement  which  lias  for  ils  aim  I  he 
henelil   of  his  village. 

N  ELLA  A.  SHELDON. 

Nella.  A.  Sheldon.,  associate  editor  of  the 
Sherman  News,  was  born  September  II. 
I.S7:i,  She  received  her  education  at  the 
Sherman  High  School  from  which  She  was 
graduated  in  June,  1890,  also  being  graduat- 

ed from  the  business  department  of  Bryant 

&  Strattcn's  Business  College  In  Buffalo  in 
May,  1892. 

Miss  Sheldon  at  one  tittle  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  youngest  editor  in  the 

United  States,  as  she  was  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  The  Sunbeam,  a  little  monthly 
publication,  in  1882  and  1883.  She  learned 

the  printer's  trade  when  six  years  old  and 
published  a  paper  at  the  age  of  nine. 

She  was  Deputy  Postmistress  from  Inly. 
1898,  to  January,  1902,  in  the  Postofflce  at 
Sherman,  since  which  time  she  has  beetl 
the  Chief  Clerk. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Universalis! 

Church  at  Sherman;  of  Acacia  Chapter,  No. 
9G,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  she 
was  Secretary  for  five  years.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Minerva  Club 

Miss  Sheldon  is  a  writer  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

SAMUEL  A.  CARLSON. 

Samuel  A.  Carlson.  Who  resides  at  25 
Maple  Street,  Jamestown,  New  York, 
is  the  son  of  John  F.  Carlson,  and  was  born 
in  Jamestown  October  2G,  1 808.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city, 
and  in  1890  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  in  Jamestown,  continuing  this 
occupation  for  a  period  of  Ave  years,  when 
he  sold  his  interest,  in  the  furniture  busi- 

ness and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Vart 
Land  Publishing  Company,  becoming  the 
manager  of  the  same.  The  Vart  Land  Is  the 
oldest  Swedish  newspaper  published  in  the 
United  States,  and  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Carlson  it.  has  been  a  considerable 
factor  in  the  moulding  of  public  sentiment 
not  only  in  the  City  ol  Jamestown,  but  in 
other  cities  of  the  United  States  in  which 
it  circulates. 

Interested  in  public  affairs  from  his  boy- 
hood, it  was  but  natural  that  Mr.  Carlson 

soon  after  attaining  his  majority  should  be 

come  a  candidale  lor  public  office  In  I  H'X\ 
he  was  made  the  nominee  for  Alderman  of 
the  Fourth  w  ard  by  the  Republican,  Demo 
oratie  and  Populis!  Parties,  and  was  elected 
by  practically  a  unanimous  vote.  As  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  cily  he 
was  a  conspicuous  advocate  of  municipal 
ownership  of  essential    monopolies,   and  so 

faithfully  did  in-  serve  ins  constituents  that 
in  1895  be  was  again  nominated  and  elected 

The  election  was  in  May.  In  July  of  the 
same  year.  Mayor  Eloa/er  Creen  appointed 
Mr.  Carlson  as  a  member  of  Ihe  Hoard  of 

Public  Works  and  this  position  he  has  tilled 

SAMUEL  A.  CAHI.NON. 

ever  since  With  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
city  he  has  represented  having  served  three 
terms  of  three  years  each  ami  under  three 
different  Mayors,  viz.:  lOlea/.er  Croon,  Henry 
H.  Cooper,  .1.  Emil  Johnson. 

Actively  interested  in  all  municipal  affairs 
Mr.  Carlson  has  at  all  limes  taken  a  con- 

spicuous part  in  all  movements  Eor  the  pub 
lie  good.  Regarding  municipal  lighting,  the 
Jamestown  Morning  News  of  April  10,  1895, 
said  that  it  was  through  the  efforts  Of  Mr. 
Carlson,  as  chairman  of  the  Lighting  Com 
milteo,    that     the    work    of    extending  the 

municipal  lighting  plant,  which  had  already 
been  ordered  by  an  emphatic  vide  of  Un- 

people, was  brdUgh!  abOUt,  after  a  delay  of 
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u<  inly  iwu  years,  caused  by  the  obstruc 
lions  wliiili  were  |Wu<cil  in  Hie  wiiy  liy  I  In; 
representatives  of  the  private  corporations, 
wimii  the  question  of  method  of  paying 

for  paving  was  agitated  in  Jamestown,  one 

faction  insisting  that  it  I"-  iiy  general  tax, 
hiki  the  other  thai  the  expense  «iiouid  be 
paid  iiy  the  abutting  property,  Mr.  Carlson 
advocated  the  (attar  course  and  after  a  vig- 

orous flgbl  this  plan  ivas  adopted/  Con 
serning  this,  the  Jamestown  Bvening  Jour* 
mil  of  February  U,  i%H,  said : 

"The  mail  w'1"  (vorked  In  and  oul  of  «ea- 
.iiiii,  i<(  wiiuiii  H  large  share  of  I"1--  credit 
for  the  vii  imy  i.s  due,  Is  Alderman  Carlson. 
His  sledge  hammer  arguments  fell  In  an 
places  "i  ii"!  rlghl  time,  and  no  one  seamed 
in  i«-  able  i"  stand  againsl  them,  Be  was 
armed  wiiii  mi  array  of  tacts  and  figures  and 

.-«,  wi-ii  grounded  in  his  position  thai  II  was 
Impossible  to  shake  him." 

Mr.  Carlson  ivas  an  earnest  supporter  of 
the  proposition  to  acquire  a  municipal  svater 
plan!  and  i<f«  arguments  contributed  mater 
iniiy  towards  the  developmenl  of  a  public 
sentiment  thai  resulted  In  1808  In  the  pur 
ohes*  of  the  planl  of  th<  Jamestown  Water 
tsuiiiiiy  '  iompeny  for  sta  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Mr  Carlson  opposed  this  purchase, 
however,  believing  thai  li  tvas  an  eaborbi' 
tan|  price  to  ii«y 
Mr  Carlson  represented  the  City  of  Jamas 

luwii  as  H  delegate  al  the  National  Con 
faction  of  the  league  <>t  American  Wunlcl- 
panties  wiiidi  was  bald  al  Syracuse/  New 
fork,  in  ih!)'.),  and  again  i'1  the  convention 
which  tvas  held  al  Charleston/  South  Caro< 

in  woo,  iic  wa«  !i  delegate  to  the  Re- 
publican State  Convention  or  and  he 

lias  taken  an  active  pari  i"  ninny  municipal 
sampaigns  In  Jamestown.  We  Is  s  member 
of  Muiini  Mmiiiii  Lodge,  p,  and  a.  m.; 
Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  24«,  k.  of  P  ;  Lelf 
Brlkson  Lodge,  S.  H.  of  A.,  and  the  James 

town  V'hiiik  ilea's  Christian  Association, 
li.'  fvas  married  in  Jamestown  June  91,  1808, 
lii  Miss  Freda  lien, in, |.:,.,n  They  have 
"ik   son,  Wendell  La  Vei  n 

JOSEPH   H.  BOORMAN. 

Joseph  n  Boorman/  editor  and  proprietor 
or  Hie  pindley  Lake  Breeze,  was  born  i" 
Wetsiij.i.i,  February  'it,  \m\.  He  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  Boorman,  bis  grandfather,  Ben 
}amin  Boorman,  wan  one  of  the  early  »ef.- 
tiers  of  the  county,  Mr.  Boorman  received 
Ills  ediniiliun   ill    l,K'   Aeaileniy   ill  .Slierniail, 

aftei  ivhich  be  established  Thi  Breeze  In 

April)  li§8, 
ivi  i  Boorman  has  held  several  positions 

uf  trust,  ''''ii'  eight  years  '":  wu«  clerh  of 
Hie  lown  uf  Minn.     I'oslmaslei   »l  Ftndley 

bake  under  President  Harrison's  adminis- 
tration nii'i  reappointed  again  >"  i*1'*.  wbioli 

position  lie  still  holdSi  Mr  Boorman  Is  the 

.I'ltilil'll   11  IlKOIIMAN. 

Secretary  and  a  idreeior  uf  the  Lakeside 
Afcifceiiilily. 

lie  married  April  i«*4,  miss  Julia  m. 
Bates  of  Flndley  Lake, 

CHARLES  F.  WHITE. 

Charles  P<  White(  one  of  the  prominent 
and  respected  citizens  of  Dunkirk,  was  born 
in  Hornby,  Steuben  County,  New  fork,  June 
t'.i,  j  8-12.  i liu  father  was  Joseph  n.  white, 
win,  wiih  born  in  Philadelphia  "mi  died  in 
British  Columbia  in  L861, 

After  receiving  the  education  afforded  by 
Hie  j, nl, lie  SChOOlS  of  iiis  native  village,  Mr. 
Wliile  was  abOUt  to  engage  In  Imsiness,  wlien 

th#  amiroaeJilng  signs  of  (,'lvll  War  lieeanie 
evident  upon  every  band  9s  June  1101, 
lie  enlisted  i"  Company  K,  Seventeenth 
Regiment,  New  yoit  infantry,  being  at/ 
tached  to  hkj  Third  Brigade,  Plrol  PI 
vision  of  Hie  Pifth  Army  COfOS,  He 
was  a  vallanl  soldier,  being  giVCH  n"  BOH 

Orabhj  discharge  Ofl  June  2,  IW.i,  l,y  reason 
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of  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  William  O.  Stevens 
Post,  No.  393,  Grand  Army  Republic. 

Mr.  White  was  married  to  Jennie  E.  Mil- 
len  at  Wellsville,  April  3,  1873,  and  during 
the  month  of  November,  1875,  he  commenced 
his  residence  in  Dunkirk.  They  have  two 
children — Joseph  C,  born  March  24,  187G, 
and  Nellie  M.,  (now  Mrs.  R.  B.  Gamble  of 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,)  born  July  4,  1877. 

It  was  in  1804  and  in  the  Havana  Journal 
office  that  Mr.  White  commenced  to  learn  the 

printer's  trade.  He  purchased  the  Allegany 
Democrat  in  1871,  at  Wellsville  and  he  dis- 

posed of  that  newspaper  property  three 
years  later.  He  bought  an  interest  in  the 
Dunkirk  Advertiser  and  Union  on  Novem- 

ber 12,  1875,  and  in  1890  he  established  the 
Dunkirk  Daily  Herald,  an  influential  Demo- 

cratic paper.  His  various  partners  and  the 
time  of  their  continuance  in  business  rela- 

tions, are  as  follows:  Charles  E.  Benton, 
November  12,  1875,  to  January  1,  1877;  M. 
F.  Durrell,  January  1,  1877,  to  August  1, 
1877;  A.  H.  Hilton  and  W.  R.  Morgan,  Au- 

gust 1,  1877,  to  March  1,  1900. 
Mr.  White  is  a  member  of  Irondequoit 

Lodge,  No.  301,  F.  and  A.  M.;  Dunkirk  Chap- 
ter, No.  91,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Forest  Council, 

No.  144,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Dunkirk  Board  of  Education, 
and  on  May  1,  1899,  he  was  appointed  Police 
Commissioner  serving  creditably  the  five 
year  term. 

JOSEPH  C.  WHITE. 

Joseph  C.  White,  son  of  Charles  F.  White, 
was  born  March  24,  187G,  at  Wellsville,  New 
York.  At  an  early  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Dunkirk,  New  York,  where  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  the  Dun- 

kirk Academy,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1895,  when  he  took  a  position  in  his 

father's  office  as  a  reporter,  bookkeeper  and 
circulator.  He  then  studied  law  in  the  office 
of  Stearns  &  Warner  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Buffalo  Law  School 
for  one  year,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  in  July,  1899. 

Mr.  White  was  nominated  for  Special 
Surrogate  in  1900,  and  for  Special  County 
Judge  in  1901  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He 
has  severed  his  connection  with  the  news- 

paper business  and  now  enjoys  a  good  prac- 
tice in  his  chosen  profession  in  the  City  of 

Dunkirk. 

The  only  fraternal  organization  to  which 
Mr.  White  belongs  is  the  Independent  Order 

of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  an  enthus- 
iastic member. 

LEE  C.  ROBERTSON. 

Lee  C.  Robertson  is  a  native  Chautauqua 
boy,  having  been  born  at  Findley  Lake  on 
September  0,  1872.  He  is  a  son  of  James  W. 
Robertson,  an  early  settler  in  the  Town  of 
Mina;  and  a  grandson  of  Robert  Corbett, 
who  was  a  resident  of  that  subdivision  of 
the  county  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Robertson's  ancestors  were  numbered 
amongst  those  substantial  pioneers,  whose 
belief  in  the  efficacy  of  popular  education 
was  well  nigh  a  matter  of  religious  princi- 

ple. He  was  sent  to  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town  at  an  early  age;  and  after 
a  proper  preparation,  he  commenced  his 
course  in  the  Fredonia  Normal  School.  Mr. 

Robertson  was  graduated  from  the  latter  in- 
stitution in  189G;  and  the  officials  of  the 

school  gave  him  a  life  license  to  teach  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  state.  Having 
pursued  a  course  of  study  that  fitted  him  for 
an  active  professional  career,  immediately 
upon  graduation,  he  followed  the  natural 
bent  of  his  mind  in  entering  newspaper 
work. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Dunkirk  on  June  20,  189G,  and  soon 

thereafter  he  accepted  the  city  editorship 
of  the  Dunkirk  Herald,  together  with  the 
Dunkirk  and  Fredonia  Advertiser  and  Union. 

Before  joining  the  staff  of  these  papers 
Mr.  Robertson  had  considerable  experience 
as  a  correspondent  for  Metropolitan  dailies 
and  as  the  representative  of  the  Associated 
Press  in  Northern  Chautauqua.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  in  his  chosen 
work  he  made  rapid  advancement.  It  was 
during  March,  1900,  that  he  became  asso- 

ciated with  Charles  F.  White  and  Charles 
P.  Bird  in  the  C.  F.  White  Printing  Com- 

pany, and  at  present  he  is  the  city  editor 
of  the  papers  published  by  the  Herald  Print- 

ing Company,  the  sucecssor  of  the  gentle- 
men mentioned. 

Mr.  Robertson  has  ability,  excellent  per- 
sonal traits  and  he  is  rightly  regarded  as 

one  of  the  influential  young  men  of  Chau- 
tauqua County. 

CHARLES  P.  BIRD. 

Charles  P.  Bird,  a  well  known  publisher 
of  Northern  Chautauqua,  was  born  in  Dun- 

kirk, New  York,  September  26,  1871.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  A.  Bird,  who  became  a 
resident  of  Dunkirk  ir.  1850.  The  education 
of  the  former  was  secured  in  the  public 
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and  Parochial  schools  of  Dunkirk;  and  he 
supplemented  that  training  by  commencing 
to  learn  in  1884,  one  of  the  most  instructive 
of  trades — that  of  printer — in  the  office  of 
the  Dunkirk  Printing  Company. 

Having  thus  equipped  himself  for  the  bat- 
tle of  life,  Mr.  Bird  continued  to  work  at 

his  trade  for  a  number  of  years  in  various 
capacities.  It  was  in  March,  1900,  that  he 
became  a  member  of  the  C.  F.  White  Print- 

ing Company,  joining  Charles  F.  White  and 
Lee  C.  Robertson  in  the  publication  of  the 
Dunkirk  Daily  Herald  and  the  Dunkirk  and 
Fredonia  Advertiser  and  Union.  It  is  need- 

less to  add  that  the  company  was  successful 
in  this  publication  venture. 

Charles  P.  Bird  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Bren- 
neisen  of  Dunkirk  were  married  in  that 
city  on  December  18,  1901.  In  addition  to 
his  various  business  and  other  activities, 
Mr.  Bird  has  found  time  to  take  an  interest 
in  Olympia  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  having  been  through  the 
chairs,  and  being  a  Past  Grand.  He  and 
his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  and 
respected  members  of  the  community  in 
which  they  live. 

A.  WALTON  DAMON. 

A.  Walton  Damon,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  a  man  of  strong  personality,  and 

A.  WALTON  DAMON, 
I 

manifests  these  characteristics  in  The  Occa- 
sional One,  published  monthly  at  Dunkirk, 

New  York,  and  circulated  throughout  the 
world  by  the  American  News  Company.  Mr. 
Damon  was  born  at  Dunkirk,  New  York,  on 
the  20th  day  of  February,  1865,  but  has  not 
always  resided  in  that  place.  When  asked 
for  facts  for  this  sketch  he  wrote  that  he  is 

"a  rolling  stone  of  the  bad  penny  order," 
and  that  he  began  his  educational  career  at 
birth  and  expects  to  continue  right  along 
in  the  educational  line  to  the  end  of  his 
career. 

EDWARD  L.  H LISTED. 

Edward  L.  Husted  was  born  at  Italy  Hill, 
Yates  County,  New  York,  July  6,  1845.  His 

EDWARD  L.  HUSTED . 

father  was  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Husted,  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Sinclairville,  New 
York,  from  1848  to  1860.  His  paternal 
grandfathers,  Capt.  Samuel  Husted  and 
Major  Flavel  Partridge,  were  both  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Mr.  Husted  learned  the  prin- 

ter's trade  in  the  office  of  the  Mayville  Sen- 
tinel, under  John  F.  Phelps,  after  which  he 

attended  Chamberlain  Institute  at  Randolph. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  a  salesman  in 

Hadley,  Husted  &  Company's  hardware 
store  in  Buffalo  for  several  years.  He  then 

engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Sin- 
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WILLIAM  T.  KEADE. 

clairville;  successful  in  this  for  a  number 
of  years,  he  then  embarked  in  the  job  print- 

ing business,  selling  out  to  M-  L.  Dorman, 
who  started  the  Sinclairville  Spectator.  In 
August,  1890,  he  removed  to  Forestville, 
and  in  February,  1891,  he  began  the  publica- 

tion of  the  Forestville  Free  Press. 
Mr.  Husted  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 

Church,  and  for  several  years  prior  to  his 
removing  to  Forestville,  he  was  Superin- 

tendent of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  at 
Sinclairville.  In  September,  1869,  he  mar- 

ried Clara  F.  Edmunds  of  Charlotte  Cen- 
ter. Their  children  are:  William  B.,  Mary 

Agnes  (deceased),  Martha  L.,  Bessie,  now 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner  of  New  Bethlehem,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

WILLIAM  T.  READE. 

William  Tyler  Reade  is  a  native  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  having  been  born  at  Cherry 

Creek,  January  25,  1869.  He  received  his 
education  at  Cherry  Creek  and  at  the  Fre- 
donia  Normal  School.  Early  in  life  he  be- 

gan traveling  and  there  are  but  few  states 
in  the  Union  that  he  has  not  visited.  In 
August,  1893,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Cherry  Creek,  which  position  he  accept- 

ably filled  for  four  years.  He  again 
traveled  extensively  through  the  South  and 

CLAKENCE  S.  SMITH. 

West  for  two  years  when  he  in  company 
with  Clarence  S.  Smith  purchased  The  News. 
On  November  10,  1903,  Mr.  Reade  married 
Miss  Grace  L.  Smith  of  Girard,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

CLARENCE  S.  SMITH. 

Clarence  S.  Smith  was  born  at  Girard, 
Pennsylvania,  June  22,  1868.  He  learned 

the  printer's  trade  at  Girard  and  Erie,  Penn- 
sylvania; for  seven  years  he  was  in  the  em- 

ploy of  Charles  J.  Shults  and  was  a  valued, 
trusty  and  competent  workman.  When  the 
plant  was  sold  he  went  to  Erie,  where  he 
held  a  responsible  position  on  The  Dispatch 
in  that  city  for  about  four  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Cherry  Creek  and 

formed  a  co-partnership  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Reade,  and  purchased  The  News. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Adda  G.  Reade, 
January  6,  1898.  They  have  one  child, 
Genevieve  Louise,  born  March  26,  1902. 

CHERRY  CREEK  NEWS. 

At  Cherry  Creek  in  1879,  Everand  A. 
Hayes,  a  lawyer  there  at  that  time,  edited 
a  paper  called  The  Herald  and  News,  the 
type-setting  and  presswork  being  done  at 
Gowanda.  This  paper  continued  for  about 
a  year.     In  July,  1882,  John  H.  Gardiner 
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founded  the  Cherry  Creek  Monitor,  which 
he  sold  in  December  of  that  year  to  M.  J. 
Ackley,  who  soon  thereafter  took  a  partner 
in  the  person  of  Harry  D.  Caskey.  This 
co-partnership  continued  for  seven  months 
when  Mr.  Ackley  purchased  his  partner's 
interest.  In  November,  1884,  Charles  J. 
Shults  and  Frank  B.  Whipple  purchased 
the  office  and  plant  of  him,  at  which  time 
the  Pine  Valley  News  was  removed  to 
Cherry  Creek  and  both  papers  consolidated 
and  issued  under  the  name  of  the  Cherry 
Creek  News.  Mr.  Whipple  remained  a  mem- 

ber of  the  firm  until  the  following  May. 
Charles  J.  Shults  conducted  the  paper  suc- 

cessfully until  October,  1897,  when  he  sold 
to  Fred  J.  Huntley,  who  practically  dis- 

continued it  after  a  trial  of  four  months. 
Mr.  Shults  then  revived  it,  and  sold  again 
in  October,  1898,  to  Will  T.  Reade  and 
Clarence  S.  Smith. 

GEORGE  BYRNE  SMITH. 

George  Byrne  Smith  was  born  in  James- 
town August  11,  1848,  in  a  house  that  occu- 
pied the  site  of  the  present  Erie  Railroad 

passenger  station.  He  was  the  son  of  Albert 
and  Roxana  Warren  Smith,  who  removed 

from  Scroon  Lake,  New  York,  to  James- 
town in  1S37  and  both  of  whom  are  now 

dead.  His  education  was  gained  in  several 
schools  and  in  18G8  he  entered  the  office  of 
Judge  H.  O.  Larkin  as  a  student  at  law  and 

Surrogate's  Clerk.  He  later  studied  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  W.  S.  Cameron,  but  at  the 

end  of  four  years,  deciding  that  the  profes- 
sion was  not  congenial  to  him,  he  abandoned 

it  without  taking  an  examination  and  turned 
his  attention  in  other  directions. 

For  a  time  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits and  steamboating,  but  finally  decided 

to  enter  journalism,  which  profession  had 
always  possessed  a  strong  facination  for 
him.  He  served  for  a  short  time  as  reporter 
on  the  Jamestown  Journal,  under  Davis  H. 
Waite,  later  on  the  Buffalo  Express  and 
then  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Jamestown  Daily  Messenger,  a  small  penny 
piper  which  had  but  a  brief  career.  After 
leaving  the  Messenger,  which  was  sold  to 
I  yman  H.  Woodward,  Mr.  Smith  took  the 
position  of  editor  on  the  Jamestown  Sun- 

day Leader,  conducted  by  Norman  E.  Mack 
of  the  Buffalo  Times.  When  Mr.  Mack  sold 
his  Jamestown  paper  to  J.  H.  Monroe,  who 
started  the  Daily  Morning  Leader,  Mr. 
Smith  became  the  city  and  telegraph  editor 
of  the  new  daily.    He  afterwards  occupied 

similar  positions  on  the  Jamestown  Morn- 
ing Dispatch  and  the  Sunday  Record,  both 

shortlived  publications. 
In  1884  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Warren,  Penn- 

sylvania, as  editor  of  the  Sunday  Mirror, 
which  afterwards  became  the  Daily  and 
Weekly  Mirror.  He  later  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  those  publications  from  the  own- 

er, E.  Walker.  In  the  autumn  of  1888  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  printing  business  to 
his  partner  and  removed  to  Buffalo  where 

he  became  the  editor  of  "The  North  and 
South,"  a  monthly  publication  devoted  to 
real  estate  and  immigration.  Two  years 
later  he  disposed  of  his  business  interests  in 
Buffalo  and  went  to  Pittsburg  as  manager 
of  the  American  Press  Association.  He  was 
successively  manager  of  the  Globe  Press  As- 

sociation and  the  Publisher  Press  Associa- 
tion, and  then  returned  to  editorial  work 

as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Pittsburg 
Dispatch.  He  was,  during  his  residence  in 
Pittsburg,  Chairman  of  the  house  committee 
and  Secretary  of  the  Press  Club. 

In  1894  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  Jamestown 
to  take  editorial  charge  of  the  Sunday  Sun. 
He  was  afterwards  editor  and  part  owner 
of  the  Sunday  Telegram  and  city  editor  of 
the  Jamestown  Daily  All,  the  Daily  Times, 
the  Daily  Tribune,  a  member  of  the  repor- 
torial  staff  of  the  Evening  Journal  and  on 
June  1st,  1903,  assumed  the  duties  of  city 
editor  on  the  Jamestown  Morning  Post. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  for  many  years  a  con- 
tributor, both  in  prose  and  verse,  to  maga- 

zines and  the  large  Sunday  papers;  is  the 

author  of  one  published  book,  "Noah's  Con- 
fession," and  a  pamphlet  in  rhyme,  entitled 

"Immortality." 
Mr.  Smith  has  never  sought  public  office 

but  served  for  one  year  as  Secretary  of  the 
Jamestown  Fire  Department  and  two  years 
as  Clerk  of  the  Borough  of  Warren,  Penn- 

sylvania. He  was  married  October  31,  1886, 
at  Jamestown,  to  Miss  Bessie  M.  Allee  of 
Saegertown,  Pennsylvania. 

VERNELLE  A.  HATCH. 

Vernelle  A.  Hatch,  one  of  the  newspaper 
workers  of  Chautauqua  County,  was  born 
April  30,  18G8.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Jamestown  High  School,  taught  three  terms 
of  district  school  in  Chautauqua  County,  and 
January  1,  1888,  joined  the  reportorial  staff 
of  the  Jamestown  Morning  News,  then 
owned  by  Benjamin  S.  Dean.  He  remained 
with  the  News  until  1892,  when  he  engaged 
in  newspaper  work  in  Buffalo,  principally  in 
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preparing  political  articles  for  the  Evening 
News,  although  for  a  short  time  employed 
by  the  Associated  Press. 

In  1893  Mr.  Hatch  took  charge  of  the 
Jamestown  Evening  All  as  managing  editor, 
retaining  that  position  until  the  paper  was 
sold  a  year  later. 

In  1896  he  was  again  engaged  in  news- 
paper work  in  Buffalo  and  at  the  close  of 

the  campaign  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
John  G.  Wicks  where  he  remained  four 

years. 
In  1903  he  took  a  position  with  the  Journal 

Printing  Company  where  he  is  at  present 
employed. 

Mr.  Hatch  served  for  a  time  as  Acting  City 
Clerk  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  and  during 
the  winter  and  spring  of  1897  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  representing 
the  Fifth  Ward. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth  Sepa- 
rate Company,  National  Guard  New  York, 

Ellicott  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  James- 
town Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 

lows, and  Jamestown  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias. 
November  24,  1903,  he  married  Myrtle 

Roberts  Abel  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 

WILLIAM   LYNN  RANSOM. 

William  Lynn  Ransom  was  born  at  Pana- 
ma, Chautauqua  County,  June  24,  1883,  his 

parents  being  Nelson  F.  Ransom  and  Rose 
Wiltsie.  He  attended  district  school  for  sev- 

eral years,  and  upon  removal  to  Jamestown, 
entered  the  public  schools  in  that  city,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1899,  as  the 
youngest  member  of  his  class.  While  in 

school  he  was  editor  of  "The  Critic,"  and 
won  a  Prendergast  prize  in  American  his- 

tory and  the  gold  medal  of  the  Empire  State 
Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  in  a  his- 

torical essay  competition  open  to  the  high 
school  students  of  the  state.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Interscholastic 
Debating  League  of  Western  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania. 

After  graduation,  he  began  active  news- 
paper work  as  a  member  of  the  reportorial 

staff  of  the  Jamestown  Journal,  where  he 
was  employed  until  he  entered  Cornell  in 
1901.  He  was  Secretary  to  Mayor  J.  Emil 
Johnson  during  the  preparations  for  the 
convention  of  the  League  of  American  Mu- 

nicipalities, and  was  identified  with  local 
civic  and  reform  organizations. 

At  Cornell  he  registered  in  the  four-year 
law  course,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board- 

man  Law  Club,  the  Goldwin  Smith  Debate 
Club,  the  Cornell  Congress  and  Sacchord. 
Throughout  his  course  he  has  been  promi- 

nently identified  with  debating  and  oratory, 
having  represented  Cornell  on  winning  inter- 

collegiate teams  against  Alfred  University 
(1902),  Pennsylvania  (1903),  and  Columbia 
(1904),  also  winning  the  Congress  gold 
medal  for  debate,  the  Duncan  Campbell  Lee 
brief-writing  prize,  the  Class  of  1894  Me- 

morial debate  prize.  In  his  junior  year  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  Debate  Union 

and  the  Debate  Council,  being  the  first  stu- 
dent ever  chosen  to  manage  CornelPs  de- 
bate interests.  He  is  the  first  President  of 

the  Triangular  Debating  League,  composed 
of  Cornell,  Pennsylvania  and  Columbia, 
which  he  was  instrumental  in  forming.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Alumni 
News,  the  Cornell  Era,  and  the  1905  Class- 
book,  and  is  campus  representative  of  the 
Ithaca  Daily  News. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ransom  is  a  Democrat  and 
has  done  campaign  speaking  for  his  party. 
He  is  President  of  the  Cornell  Democratic 
Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry.  During  the  summer  he  is  the 
editor  and  business  manager  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua Assembly  Daily  Herald,  having  been 
identified  with  that  paper  for  several  years. 

ERNEST  CAWCROFT. 

Ernest  Cawcroft  was  born  in  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts,  April  29,  1881;  being  the  son 
of  Martha  E.  and  Aquilla  Cawcroft.  He  at- 

tended school  in  the  Ray  State  one  year 
and  later  the  Jamestown  public  schools. 
Three  or  four  years  before  leaving  the 

Jamestown  High  School  he  became  interest- 
ed in  newspaper  work;  and  he  labored  suc- 

cessively upon  the  Jamestown  Tribune,  the 
Jamestown  Post  and  the  Jamestown  Journal 
m  various  reportorial  and  editorial  capacities. 
When  the  Jamestown  Union  Advocate  com- 

menced publication  five  years  ago,  Mr.  Caw- 
croft became  the  editor,  and  it  was  stated 

at  that  time  that  he  was  the  youngest  man 
acting  in  such  a  position  in  Western  New 
York.  In  addition  to  his  general  newspaper 
work,  combined  with  correspondence,  Mr. 
Cawcroft  has  been  engaged  in  the  prepara- 

tion of  editorial  matter  during  several  cam- 

paigns. He  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  po- 
litical matters.  In  1903,  as  the  candidate  of 

the  Democratic  Party  for  the  office  of  As- 
sessor, Mr.  Cawcroft  secured  about  four 

hundred  more  votes  than  the  head  of  the 
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city  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  Democratic  Committee,  Sec- 

retary of  the  Jamestown  City  Committee, 
and  in  April,  1904,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  State  Convention  held  in  Al- 

bany. During  the  campaign  of  1903,  when 
the  proposition  was  before  the  voters 
of  the  state  to  improve  the  Erie  Canal,  Mr. 
Cawcroft  was  a  member  of  the  campaign 
committee  of  the  Canal  Enlargement  Asso- 

ciation of  New  York;  and  both  by  pen  and 
voice  he  advocated  the  improvement  of  the 
inland  waterways  of  the  state.  He  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  New  York  Tax  Re- 

form Association,  and  several  fraternal  or- ders. 

Mr.  Cawcroft  entered  the  office  of  Pickard 
&  Dean  as  a  student  of  law  during  the  year 

1902,  and  at  the  present  writing  he  is  pre- 
paring for  admission  to  the  bar. 

CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE. 

Dedicated  to  Bishop  John  H.  Vincent. 

By  Dr.  James  T.  Edwards,  Randolph,  N.  Y. 

Crystal  intaglio  carving,  with  hills 
Like  emerald  gems  on  the  border  set! 

Its  opaline  play  of  bright  color  thrills 
And  pensive  musings  its  shadows  beget. 

Ages  ago  'ere  man's  life  had  begun, 
Mighty  glaciers  sculptured  the  northern 

earth, 

Then  this  beautiful  lake,  child  of  the  sun 
And  the  pure  radiant  ice,  had  its  birth. 

Where  light  hearted  children  now  merrily 
roam 

Among  the  tall  trees  or  on  verdant  sod, 
The  mound-builders  once  had  their  guarded 

home 
And  feet  of  savages  often  have  trod. 

These  waters  were  cleft  by  the  Frenchman's keel, 

While  seeking  to  reach  "La  Befle  Riviere." 
In  the  west  was  soon  heard  the  clash  of  steel, 

English  and  French  in  fierce  rivalry  there. 

Changed  is  all  now  save  the  sky,  hills  and 
lake, 

Instead  of  war-cries,  chime  sweet  bells  of 

peace, 
Gone  are  the  watch  fires,  the  fagot  and stake ; 

And  thus  may  all  crime  and  cruelty  cease. 

From  these  lovely  slopes  has  shone  a  great light, 

The  world  has  sent  here  her  wisest  and 
best 

To  banish  with  truth  the  shadows  of  night, 
And  give  to  all  toilers  sunshine  and  rest. 

From  lake  to  the  sea  and  thence  to  all  lands, 
So  thoughts  for  healing  like  sweet  waters 

flow. 

Chautauqua  is  pointing  with  loving  hands 
To  the  skies  of  hope  with  their  morning 

glow. 
Fair  "Lake  of  the  Mist."  richly  dowered  with 

love! 

Joined  with  thee,  in  thought,  are  memories 
bright 

Of  friends  still  with  us  and  others  above, 
And    years    cannot    dim    their  beautiful 

light. 
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THE  CHAUTAUQUA  INSTITUTION. 

BY  FREDERICK  W.  HYDE. 

Chautauqua  Institution  is  entering 

upon  its  thirty-second  year.  The  first 

Sunday  School  Teachers'  Assembly, 
from  which  the  present  Institution  has 

developed,  was  an  outgrowth  of  the 

camp-meeting  although  it  was  organized 

for  a  different  end  from  that  of  its  pro- 

totype. The  purpose  of  this  Assembly — 
which  met  to  be  sure  upon  an  old  camp 

ground — was  primarily  educational.  Its 
main  interest  was  not  an  enthusiasm 

physical  and  outward  in  expression, 

emotional  in  nature,  and  too  often  tem- 

porary in  results,  but  was  rather  or- 

ganized study  for  the  people  then  gath- 
ered who  were  beyond  the  need  and  per- 
haps beyond  the  reach  of  the  evange- 
listic preacher. 

The  extension  of  the  work  was  verv 

rapid.  From  a  Normal  Institute  for 

P>ihle  students  it  developed  almost  at 
once  to  a  universal  Normal  Institute, 

and  from  this  in  a  year  or  two  it  broad- 
ened its  sphere  to  include  not  only 

teachers  but  all  who  wished  to  be  stu- 

dents. Soon,  as  an  Assembly,  it  sought 

to  appeal  by  methods  of  popular  educa- 

tion to  the  surrounding  neighbor- 

hood and  within  four  years  of  its  found- 
ing made  its  greatest  step  of  all  in  the 

establishment  of  an  extension  reading 

course — the  Chautauqua  Literary  and 
Scientific  Circle. 

Thus  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  life 

of  the  Chautauqua  Institution  the  main 

problems  had  all  been  attacked.  The 

remaining  twenty  years  or  more  have 
been  characterized  by  steady  growth 

along  the  lines  indicated  by  its  wise 

founders  while  it  was  still  a  very  youth- 

ful enterprise.  Now  Chautauqua  is  of- 
ten characterized  as  a  place,  an  idea,  a 

movement  or  an  institution  for  its  in- 

fluence has  long  since  ceased  to  be  local 

and  for  nearly  a  generation  its  activity 
has  extended  throughout  every  month 
of  the  year. 

Among  the  first  impressions  which 
new  visitors  to  Chautauqua  receive  is 

a  very  evident  stability  of  the  Institution 

as  represented  in  the  summer  Assem- 
bly. From  day  to  day,  almost,  they 

discover  the  existence  of  traditions  of 

one  sort  or  another.    On  one  day  they 
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are  told  that  the  schools  open,  on  an- 
other that  the  first  term  is  over,  on  the 

other  that  they  have  come  to  an  end. 

Early  in  August  comes  Old  First  Night, 

soon  after  it  the  Chautauqua  Literary 

and  Scientific  Circle  Rallying  Day. 

They  go  on  one  week  to  an  annual  ath- 
letic exhibition ;  on  another  they  hear 

an  oratorio  which  they  are  told  is  also 
an  annual  event.  So  from  week  to 

week  throughout  the  course  of  the  pro- 

gress of  the  Assembly  they  are  remind- 
ed that  the  Institution  has  been  in  ex- 

istence long  enough  to  have  traditions 

and  to  have  annual  exercises  which  carry 

THE  PIER  AT  CHAUTAUQUA,  N.  Y. 

themselves  on  from  year  to  year  as  it 

were  by  their  own  momentum. 

These  people  need  only  to  be  re- 
minded that  the  Institution  is  entering 

upon  its  thirty-second  year  and  that 
during  its  life  from  youth  to  young 
manhood  its  career  has  been  full  of  such 

incident  and  such  progress  as  are  cal- 
culated to  give  it  the  stability  which 

rightfully  should  characterize  an  adult 
institution.  The  first  Sunday  School 

Teachers'  Assembly,  from  which  the 
present  institution  has  developed,  was 

itself  an  outgrowth  of  the  camp  meet- 

ing although  it  was  organized  for  a  dif- 
ferent end  from  that  of  its  prototype, 

the  purpose  of  the  latter  was  to  ap- 
proach a  somewhat  desultory  assembly 

and  to  evangelize  the  people  whom  it 

brought  together.  The  purpose  of  this 

Sunday  School  Teachers'  Assembly  was 
more  intellectual.  The  people  who  were 

gathered  there  came  anxious  to  see 

how  they  might  better,  more  systemati- 
cally and  so  more  solidly  establish  the 

fundamental  religious  truths  not  in 
themselves  so  much  as  in  the  minds  and 

hearts  of  the  children  with  whom  they 

were  working  for  ten  months  in  the 

year. 
The  first  program  of  ten  days  recog- 

nized what  at  that  time  was  not  univer- 

sally admitted — that  religion  should  and 

could  ally  itself  with  literature  and  sci- 
ence ;  that  there  was  no  inherent  ne- 

cessity for  conflict  between  the  three, 
but  that  their  common  glory  was  their 

common  harmony.  Here  from  the  out- 
set discussion  of  all  truth  as  it  related 

itself  to  religious  truth  was  arranged 
for,  in  the  belief  that  the  broader  a 

teacher's  general  knowledge  the  greater 
would  be  his  power  to  impart  religious 
truth. 

A  third  indication  of  the  breadth 

Which  characterized  the  movement  was 

the  refusal  to  allow  denominational 

lines  to  act  as  any  hindrance  to  the 

work.  The  Chautauqua  idea  emanated 

from  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  but  it  included  in  its  original 

program — as  it  has  included  in  increas- 
ing measure  ever  since — all  who  wanted 

to  receive  as  auditors,  or  all  who  were  as 

speakers  best  qualified  to  contribute 

to  the  intellectual  or  spiritual  signifi- 
cance of  the  meetings.  It  was  not  long 

before  the  wise  leaders  at  Chautauqua 

ceased  to  be  satisfied  with  the  three- 

fold enlargement  of  the  camp-meeting 

idea  already  effected.  The  early  ses- 
sions were  Normal  Bible  Institutes  re- 

stricted to  teachers  in  the  grade  of  the 

work  attempted,  and  to  Sunday  School 

teachers  in  the  subjects  under  discus- 
sion. Now  the  field  was  enlarged,  mak- 

ing the  broad  assumption  that  all  study 
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of  nature  was  the  study  of  divine  cre- 
ation, and  that  the  study  of  man  and 

his  works  was  no  less  important  or 

uplifting.  The  founders  established 
what  has  grown  into  the  system  of 
summer  schools.  The  field  was  still 

restricted,  however,  to  teachers,  but 

for  them  a  "Universal  Normal  Insti- 

tute" was  planned.  This  worked  ad- 
mirably. The  step  was  almost  imper- 
ceptible, yet  deeply  significant  and 

the  progress  illustrated  the  truth  of 

Bishop  Vincent's  remark  some  years 

was  a  great  population  in  the  near  vi- 
cinity of  Chautauqua.  For  them  what- 

ever their  age,  profession,  or  religious 

bias  Chautauqua  had  some  contribution 
to  make.  This  contribution  has  been 

of  so  vital  a  nature  that  now  the  summer 

assembly  is  populated  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  country.  Not  content,  how- 

ever, with  this  the  founders  planned  a 

yet  wider  conquest.  For  every  individual 
whose  time  and  means  would  allow  him 

to  travel  to  the  summer  assembly  there 
were  scores  who  would  come  within 

later,  that  "The  program  of  1885  would 
have  been  impossible  in  1874,  but  with 

the  program  of  1874  the  program  of 

1885  was  a  necessity." 
Now  followed  in  quick  succession — 

the  seeds  of  both  were  implanted  before 
either  came  to  fruit — the  two  remain- 

ing extensions  of  the  idea.  The  first 

was  within  the  limits  of  the  Assembly 

itself  and  consisted  in  abandoning  the 

exclusively  normal  aim  of  the  institu- 
tion and  in  adapting  it  to  meet  the 

needs  of  a  vastly  larger  number.  There 

the  range  of  its  influence  if  Chautauqua 

might  only  come  to  them.  By  means 
of  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle  the 

impossible  was  achieved.  Within  three 

days  of  its  public  announcement  six  or 
seven  hundred  present  at  Chautauqua 

agreed  to  start  on  the  work.  In  the 

following  autumn  circles  in  many  cities 
and  towns  were  started  and  the  influ- 

ence of  the  work  broadened  almost  from 

day  to  day.  It  is  hard  to  write  credi- 
bly on  this  point,  for  it  is  literally  true 

that  hundreds  of  thousands  have  en- 
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rolled,  and  that  they  have  represented 

practically  every  walk  of  life,  every 
grade  of  culture,  every  state  in  the 
Union  and  every  continent  if  not  every 

country  on  the  globe.  Thus  in  a  very 

few  years  the  Chautauqua  Idea  in- 
creased in  scope — of  subject  matter  and 

of  people  reached — from  the  confines 
of  the  particular  to  the  domain  of  the 
universal.    It  became  too  great  an  idea 

years  seems  to  show  that  the  work 
has  more  and  more  assumed  a  distinct 

and  clear-cut  outline.  In  1890  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  whole  system  was  more 

complex  than  it  is  today.  Much  which 
now  seems  permanent  in  nature  was 
then  tentative  and  more  which  was  then 

tentative  has  long  since  been  dropped 
from  the  schedule  as  on  the  whole  im- 

practicable.   Whereas  fifteen  years  ago 

CHAUTAUQUA  AMPHITHEATER — 1885. 

for  any  one  ruling  body  to  inform  with 
life  and  the  adoption  and  readoption 
of  it  has  followed  on  all  sides.  Still, 

however,  the  normal  development  may 

be  followed  in  the  growth  of  the  orig- 

inal Chautauqua  Assembly — a  growth 
which  of  late  has  been  no  less  definite 

than  in  early  years  and  yet  essentially 
different. 

An  examination  of  the  past  fifteen 

the  development  seemed  somewhat  un- 
even, now  the  ground  is  in  the  main 

well  and  evenly  covered.  The  propor- 
tions on  the  whole  are  just  and  fair. 

Whether  we  survey  the  whole  insti- 
tution from  the  point  of  view  of  the 

maturity  of  the  people  who  come  to  the 
institution,  the  different  sections  from 

which  they  come,  the  varying  industry 

which  they  bring  with   them   or  the 
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length  of  the  stay  which  they  intend 
to  make  as  a  basis  for  our  study,  they 

would  find  in  any  case  that  the  Institu- 
tion is  calculated  to  meet  the  needs  and 

in  a  measure  to  supply  the  demand 

of  all  its  varying  constituents.  If  we 

regard  the  different  features  of  the  As- 
sembly in  relation  to  the  amount  of 

close  application  which  they  demand 

from  those  who  enjoy  their  privileges 
we  should  need  to  consider  first  of  all 

the  summer  schools  in  which  the  most 

serious  work  of  the  Assembly  is  done. 

This  group  of  schools  may  be  roughly 

classified  under  two  heads,  the  academ- 
ic and  the  professional.  In  the  School 

of  English  Language  and  Literature, 

in  the  Modern  Language  group  and  in 
the  School  of  Classical  Languages  the 
general  study  of  literature  as  well  as  an 

examination  of  particular  works  is  pros- 
ecuted. Nearly  a  score  of  different 

courses  are  presented  in  mathematics 
and  the  sciences.  Under  the  second 

head  of  professional  schools  the  work 

of  psychology  and  pedagogy  should  oc- 
cupy an  important  position.  For  still, 

of  course,  the  Assembly  contributes  in 
no  slight  measure  to  the  wants  of  the 

public  school  teachers.  In  addition  to 

this,  however,  the  School  of  Religious 

Training  approaches  the  work  done  in 
theological  schools  while  the  schools 

of  Library  Training,  of  Music,  of  Ex- 
pression, of  Fine  Arts,  of  Arts  and 

Crafts,   Practical   Arts   and  Domestic 

Science  all  have  their  very  practical 
bearing. 

Next  to  these  in  importance  and  in 

necessity  for  concentration  of  attention 
come  the  regularly  organized  popular 
lecture  courses.  The  unit  of  these 

courses  is  usually  a  series  of  five  lec- 
tures, some  of  which  are  presented  by 

the  more  eminent  of  the  teachers  of  the 

Summer  Schools,  many  of  which  are  con- 

tributed by  men  who  come  to  Chau- 
tauqua for  this  single  purpose.  They 

are  on  Literature,  on  Art,  on  History 

and  on  more  popular  scientific  subjects. 
It  is  notable  that  at  all  these  courses 

the  attendance  is  comparatively  regular 

and  that  people  do  not  drop  in  and  drop 

out,  but  that  by  attending  a  series  of  five 

they  get  something  of  an  organic  idea 

of  the  different  subjects  under  discus- 
sion and  they  carry  away  with  them 

impressions  which  are  distinctly  more 
than  fragmentary. 

The  single  lectures  by  men  of  emi- 
nence and  upon  subjects  of  great  con- 

temporary interest  make  a  third  group 
which  demand  less  of  the  auditors  in 

the  way  of  concentration  and  which  are 
able  to  contribute  definitely  to  their 

general  outlook.  These  which  include 

the  very  important  divisions  of  Sunday 

morning  sermons  by  preachers  of  dis- 
tinction are  calculated  to  clarify  vague 

ideas,  to  formulate  in  the  general  mind 
that  which  is  chaotic,  and  to  articulate 

that  which  may  perhaps  for  months  have 

CHAUTAUQUA  AMPH1THEATEK  1<)04. 
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been   vainly    seeking   for  expression. 

The  idea  of  having  the  successive 

weeks  dominated  by  some  main  topic 

has  made  it  possible  to  give  to  these  lec- 
tures a  more  definite  recognition  of  late 

as  part  of  the  organic  summer  plan. 
It  is  natural  that  this  feature  of  the 

Chautauqua  summer  should  extend  it- 
self to  even  a  larger  circle  than  either 

the  summer  study  or  the  continued  ser- 
ies of  literary  and  scientific  discussion. 

People  present  in  Chautauqua  for  a 
week,  or  people  attracted  to  the 

Assembly  grounds  on  account  of  the 
features  of  a  single  day  are  still  enabled 

to  get  something  definite,  vital  and  per- 
manently suggestive. 

An  instance  of  the  increasing  tend- 

ency mentioned  at  Chautauqua  to  or- 
ganize the  different  departments  defi- 
nitely around  some  central  core  is 

given  in  the  present  conduct  of  the 

music.  Instead  of  having  three  con- 
certs given  each  week,  no  one  of  them 

with  any  particular  character,  they  are 

now  distinguished  as  orchestral,  instru- 
mental and  vocal.  The  band  concert  has 

its  place  upon  the  lake  front,  the'  or- 
chestra holds  the  attention  in  the  am- 

phitheater. The  popular  is  presented 

at  one  time,  more  strictly  classi- 
cal programs  are  offered  at  others  and 

the  attempt  to  present  more  ambitious 
compositions  which  was  tentatively 

made  some  years  ago  has  so  far  extend- 
ed itself  that  in  the  summer  oif  1904  two 

complete  oratorios  are  to  be  given  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  season.  Choral 

Chautauqua  at  present  represents  in  its 

organizations  not  only  the  great  Chau- 
tauqua choir  but  the  Junior  Choir  and 

Men's  and  Women's  Glee  Clubs. 

Similarly  in  a  social  way  many  fea- 
tures of  social  Chautauqua  seem  to  be 

definitely  assembling  themselves  around 

centers  of  interest.  The  Men's  Club  is 
organized  to  include  all  mature  men 

upon  the  grounds  no  matter  what  their 

affiliations  at  home  may  be ;  and  the 

separate  organizations  which  formerly 
tended  nearly  as  much  to  separate  them 

as  to  bring  them  together  are  repre- 
sented by  special  committees,  for  the 

Masons,  the  ministers,  the  lawyers  and 
the  other  elements  of  the  club.  Simi- 

MEN'S  CLUB  BUILDING. 

larly  the  Woman's  Club  is  calculated 
to  attract  the  attention  and  interest  of 

all  the  older  women  on  the  grounds. 

The  Young  People's  Union  extends  it- 
self similarly  to  many  heretofore  isolat- 

ed groups,  and  the  Outing  Club  which 
is  contemplated  in  the  season  of  1904 

will  offer  in  its  club-house,  which  is  to 
be  constructed,  a  meeting  place  for  the 

sportsmen  of  every  sort  and  will  give 
accommodations   for   those   who  plav 

BOYS'  CLUB  HOUSK. 

baseball,  or  golf,  or  tennis,  or  roque,  or 
whatever  other  game  they  choose  to 
elect. 

It  remains  to  speak  only  of  the  ma- 

terial development  of  Chautauqua  dur- 

ing its  thirty-one  years.  The  early 
equipment  was  simply  the  heritage  from 
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BEAUTIFUL  CHAUTAUQUA. 

wind  and  weather.  Now  the  six  or 

seven  hundred  cottages  in  which  the 

vast  population  is  accommodated  are 
permanent,  attractive  and  comfortable 
in  their  accommodations.  The  colleges, 

the  gymnasium,  the  various  club  houses 

are  equal  to  any  demand  which  the  sum- 
mer can  make  upon  them.  There  are 

many  acres  of  well  kept  lawns,  many 
miles  of  cement  sidewalks,  the  streets 

are  drained,  the  water  supply  is  ade- 
quate and  carefully  protected,  the 

grounds  are  lighted  by  electricity  and 

telephone  and  telegraph  service  con- 
nect Chautauqua  with  the  outer  world. 

None  of  the  beauty  of  the  old  Chau- 

tauqua has  been  lost,  but  to  an  inter- 
esting degree  the  practical  has  been 

cared  for  until  now  Chautauqua  is 

contemplating  a  further  development  at 
the  end  of  which  there  shall  have  been 

constructed  on  the  shores  of  the  lake  a 

"City  Beautiful." 

the  camp  meetings  of  previous  years. 

When  the  first  buildings  became  neces- 
sary they  were  of  the  rudest  sort  and 

crowded  together  around  the  spacious 

open  point  which  is  now  known  as  Mil- 
ler Park.  People  lived  either  in  tents 

or  in  compromises  between  tent  and 

cabin.     Instead  of  the  present  amphi- 

FOUNTAIN. 

theater  was  erected  a  huge  tent.  By 

day  and  by  night  the  Chautauquans 
were  to  a  great  degree  at  the  mercv  of 
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So  whether  the  progress  be  educa- 
tional, territorial,  in  regard  to  the  people 

approached  or  material,  as  far  as  the 

present  equipment  is  concerned  in  all 

these  respects  the  development  of  Chau- 
tauqua has  been  regular,  natural  and 

consistent.  There  is  much  yet  to  be 

expected  as  there  must  be  in  any  live 

progressive  institution  but  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  the  development  which  will 
take  place  in  the  next  thirty  years  will 
not  be  so  much  in  the  extension  of  its 
aims  as  it  will  be  in  the  more  definite 

and  practical  fixed  application  of  them 

and  in  the  altogether  subordinate  mat- 
ter of  the  material  development  of  the 

Assembly  grounds. 

A  summary  of  the  history  of  Chau- 
tauqua will  be  found  in  the  following 

paragraphs : 
Lewis  Miller  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and 

John  H.  Vincent  of  New  York,  were 

the  original  founders  of  Chautauqua  As- 
sembly which  held  its  first  session  at 

Fair  Point  on  Chautauqua  Lake,  from 

August  12  to  August  27,  1874.  The 

organization  was  originally  known  as 

the  "Chautauqua  Sunday  School  As- 
sembly," and  its  inspiration  was  an 

expanded  ideal  of  Bible  study  includ- 

ing scientific  methods,  lectures,  discus- 
sions, conversations  and  class  drills  on 

all  phases  of  Christian  progress  combin- 

ed with  many  elements  of  entertain- 
ment and  recreation   appropriate  for 

outdoor  summer  life.  The  Assembly 

occupied  for  the  first  years  of  its  ses- 
sion the  grounds  of  the  Chautauqua 

Lake  Campmeeting  Association,  char- 
tered in  1871.  The  new  organization 

however  was  in  no  sense  an  outgrowth 

of  the  later.  It  merely  succeeded  to 

its  property  which  was  thansferred  in 
1876  to  the  Chautauqua  Assembly. 
At  the  first  session  all  the  leading 

Protestant  denominations  were  repre- 
sented by  persons  from  forty  states  and 

from  foreign  countries.  A  temporary 

museum  in  which  collections  bearing 

upon  Oriental  life  were  exhibited  also 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  in- 

struction, which,  in  the  early  years, 

was  chiefly  confined  to  Sunday  school 
Bible  study. 

The  Assembly  of  1875  was  m  session 
fourteen  days  from  the  first  Tuesday  in 

August.  The  work  begun  the  previous 

year  was  expanded,  the  list  of  lectures 

increased,  and  the  attendance  augmen- 
ted. President  U.  S.  Grant,  visited  the 

assembly  during  the  season.  Classes 
in  Hebrew  were  formed  and  beginnings 

in  language  instruction  made. 

In  1876  a  temperance  convention 
preceded  the  regular  assembly  and  a 
Church  Congress  followed,  extending 

the  session  from  July  29  to  August  18. 
Much  attention  was  given  to  scientific 

subjects.  Classes  in  New  Testament 
Greek  were  added. 

OLD  FAIR  POINT. 

In  1877  the  name  Fair  Point  was,  by 
act  of  the  State  Legislature,  changed 

to  Chautauqua.  The  session  lasted 

from  August  4  to  August  23.  The 
work  was  divided  into  the  following 

departments  typical  of  the  development 

up  to  this  year :  One,  Council  of  Re- 
forms ;  two,  Church  Congress ;  three, 

Biblical    Department ;    four,  Sabbath 

School  Work  ;  five,  Normal  Work  ;  six, 
Scientific  Lectures;  seven,  Recreation. 

The  Chautauqua  salute  was  introduced 
for  the  first  time  during  this  season.  It 

was  devised  as  a  means  of  expressing 

appreciation  of  an  address  in  the  sign 

language  by  a  deaf  mute. 
The  season  of  1878  lasted  from  Au- 

gust 3  to  August  22.    This  year  is  es- 
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THE  TENT  FIRST  USED  AS  THE  "HALL  OF  PHILOSOPHY. 

pecially  noteworthy  for  the  organiza- 

tion August  10  of  the  Chautauqua  Lit- 
erary and  Scientific  Circle.  Lectures 

on  English  history,  astronomy,  physi- 
cal science  and  philosophy  were  added. 

Large  processions  of  children  and 
adults  were  organized. 

The  session  of  1879  marks  the  formal 

opening  of  the  broader  educational 

work  of  Chautauqua.  Heretofore  de- 
tached classes  were  organized  into  the 

Normal  School  of  Languages  and  the 
School  of  Pedagogy.    The  former  was 

W  Vti  W  fV  H 

"THE  HAIL  am  WOK" 

DIPLOMA. — C.  L.  S.  C. 

in  session  from  July  17  to  August  18, 
the  latter  from  July  17  to  August  1. 
Many  distinguished  men  and  women 

representing  various  aspects  of  thought 

and  activity,  were  added  to  the  list  of 
Chautauqua  lecturers  and  teachers. 
The  National  Education  Association 

met  at  Chautauqua  from  July  13  to  16 

and  the  Chautauqua  season  extended  to 

August  24  in  1880.  General  James  A. 
Garfield,  then  candidate  for  President, 

visited  Chautauqua  during  this  year. 
The  season  for  1881  extended  from 

July  7  to  August  22.  The  Chautauqua 
School  of  Theology  was  granted  a 

charter  by  the  Legislature  of  the  state. 

Instruction  in  Anglo-Saxon  and  Eng- 
lish literature  was  added.  The  Chautau- 

qua Young  Folks'  Reading  Union  was 
organized  on  August  18. 

The  large  organ  in  the  amphitheater 
was  formally  dedicated  on  the  opening 

day,  July  22,  1882,  and  the  season  closed 
on  August  20.  This  session  is  noted  for 
the  first  Recognition  Day,  August  12, 

when  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Sci- 
entific Circle  class  of  1882  passed 

through  the  arches. 
The  season  of  1883  opened  July  7  and 

closed  August  19.  The  list  of  lecturers 
included  an  unusually  brilliant  array  of 

noted  persons.  In  1884  all  the  depart- 
ments of  Chautauqua  were  continued 

with  certain  additions  and  with  sus- 
tained strength. 

The  season  of  1885  marks  a  radical 

change  in  the  length  of  the  exercises. 
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A  preliminary  week  was  prefixed  to  the 

ordinary  session  and  an  after  week  was 
added,  making  the  total  session  extend 

from  July  7  to  August  28.  The  Chau- 
tauqua University  was  incorporated 

'luring  this  year.  It  was  the  first  dis- 
tinct attempt  to  organize  the  work  of 

instruction  into  a  unified  system.  Lewis 
Miller  was  elected  its  President  and 

John  H.  Vincent  its  Chancellor. 
The  season  of  1886  opened  July  1  and 

closed  August  30.  The  first  week  was 
devoted  to  a  Church  Congress.  The 

Chautauqua  School  of  Physical  Educa- 

tion began  its  work  this  season.  ■ 
With  the  season  of  1887  the  depart- 

Music  was  organized  as  the  Chautau- 

qua School  of  Music,  and  this  depart- 
ment was'distinctly  improved. 

The  season  of  1890  opened  July  1  and 

closed  August  25.  The  schools  were 
strengthened  and  the  general  program 

was  rich  in  lectures  by  distinguished 

men  and  women,  while  social  and  eco- 
nomic questions  were  largely  discussed. 

During  the  season  of  1891  instruction 

in  fifty-six  subjects  was  offered  by  the 

various  departments.  American  His- 
tory and  Institutions  formed  the  main 

subjects  of  the  program,  and  many  lec- 

SCEXE  IN  THE  MODEL  OF  THE  HOLY  LAND. 

ment  heretofore  known  as  the  School 

of  Languages  was  called  the  Summer 
Session  of  the  Chautauqua  College  of 

Liberal  Arts,  which  during  the  winter, 

was  giving  instruction  by  correspond- 
ence. Prof.  William  R.  Harper  was 

made  Principal  of  the  College  of  Liber- 
al Arts  in  this  year.  The  musical  work 

was  formally  organized  into  the  Chau- 
tauqua Summer  Institute  of  Music. 

In  1888  the  season  opened  July  3  and 

closed  August  28.  The  Chautauqua 

School  of  the  English  Bible  was  organ- 

ized for  a  three  weeks'  session.  The 
public  program  included  a  sermon  b_\ 
Phillips  Brooks. 

In  i88g  the  Chautauqua  Institution  of 

tures  were  given  by  prominent  univer- 

sity men. 
The  season  of  1892  opened  June  30 

and  closed  August  26.  The  educational 

department  included  the  College  of  Lib- 
eral Arts,  Schools  of  Sacred  Literature, 

Pedagogical  Department,  School  of 
Music,  School  of  Physical  Education 

and  special  classes  in  fifteen  subjects. 

A  University  Extension  Conference 

was  held  July  18-23  am'  was  addressed 
by  many  prominent  educators,  among 

whom  was  R.  D.  Roberts,  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Cambridge  Extension  staff. 

In  this  year  the  name  "University"'  was 
felt  to  be  misleading  and  likely  to  do 
harm  rather  than  good  to  the  work  of 
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Chautauqua.     It  was  abandoned  and  under  the  Collegiate  Department.  Prof, 

the  phrase  "The  Chautauqua  System  of  W.  R.  Harper  was  made  principal  of 
Education"  substituted.    The  American  the  latter  and  George  E.  Vincent  of  the 
Economic  Association  met  at  Chautau-  former. 

qua  August  23-26.    This  was  the  most  The  six  years  from  1896  to  1901  wit- 

AD  MINISTRATION  RUILDING. 

prosperous  season  that  Chautauqua  had 
ever  known. 

The  season  of  1893  opened  July  1  and 
closed  August  28.  It  was  feared  that 

the  Columbian  Exposition  would  prove 

a  distraction  from  the  work  at  Chautau- 

qua, but  its  effect  and  that  of  the  finan- 
cial panic  of  the  year  did  not  retard 

the  advancement  of  the  institution.  The 

Chautauqua  School  of  Expression  was 
added  during  the  season  of  1894.  The 

clubs  of  Chautauqua  were  systemati- 
cally organized  and  an  attempt  was 

made  to  provide  for  all  classes  and  ages 
of  Chautauqua  visitors.  The  number  of 
students  in  the  summer  schools  showed 

a  substantial  gain. 

The  season  of  1895  opened  June  29 
and  closed  August  26.  This  year  a  new 
division  of  the  department  of  instruction 

was  made,  the  general  program  of  the 
various  clubs  and  the  Reading  Circle 

work  being  classed  under  the  Assembly 

Department  and  all  the  work  of  organ- 
ized instruction,  both  at  Chautauqua 

and  by  correspondence,  was  included 

nessed  a  normal  growth  of  all  depart- 
ments of  Chautauqua.  The  length  of 

the  season  has  been  maintained  at  an 

average  of  fifty-eight  to  sixty  days.  The 

GEORGE  E.  VINCENT. 
Principal  of  Instruction. 

attendance  upon  the  Summer  Schools 
has  shown  a  steady  increase.  In  1898 
the  establishment  of  a  Summer  Institute 



THE  CHAUTAUQUA  INSTITUTION. 

157 

under  the  auspices  of  the  New  York 

State  Department  of  Public  Instruction 

brought  a  large  number  of  New  York 

teachers  who  have  become  a  part  of  the 

Chautauqua  constituency.  In  1899  a 

regularly  organized  School  of  Domestic 
Science  began  its  work  on  a  systematic 

scale,  offering  courses  which  extend 

over  six  weeks.  In  1901  the  School  of 

Library  Training  was  established  and 
met  with  instant  favor.  It  was  under 

the  general  oversight  of  Melvil  Dewey. 

Among  the  distinguished  visitors  of  this 

period  may  be  mentioned  President 
McKinley,  Governor  Roosevelt,  the 

Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen,  Presi- 
dent Eliot  of  Harvard,  John  Eiske  and 

Edward  Everett  Hale. 

Plans  for  the  future  include  develop- 

ment in  many  directions.  "Chautauqua 
must  become  a  center  of  all  the  arts 

which  seek  to  beautify  and  dignify  life. 

Its  policy  must  be  large  enough  to  in- 
clude all  of  the  elements  which  go  to 

make  a  complete  living.  One-sided  de- 
velopments must  be  avoided.  It  is  in 

this  balance  of  all  elements  that  Chau- 

tauqua's mission  lies.  Symmetrical  and 

unified  growth  is  Chautauqua's  guiding 

policy." "Chautauqua  stretches  over  the  land 
a  magnificent  temple  into  which  homes, 

churches,  schools  and  shops  may  build 

themselves  as  part  of  a  splendid  uni- 
versity, in  which  people  of  all  ages  and 

conditions  may  be  enrolled  as  stu- 

dents." 

Important  developments  in  the  Insti- 
tution since  1901  include  teh  new  char- 

ter of  March  31,  1902,  which  changed 

"the  name,  defined  the  corporate  objects 
and  purposes,  regulated  the  powers  and 

government  of  the  corporation  Chau- 
tauqua Assembly,  and  consolidated  with 

said  Chautauqua  Assembly  the  Chau- 

tauqua University  and  the  Chautauqua 

School  of  Theology"  and  which  greatly 
simplified  the  workings  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

The  organization  of  the  Board  of 

Health  was  another  important  step  and 

makes  the  grounds  independent  of  other 
local  boards  and  answerable  to  the  State 

Board  direct.  Then,  too,  nearly  all  of 

the  activities  of  the  Institution,  hereto- 
fore greatly  scattered  about  the  country, 

have  been  brought  to  Chautauqua  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  and  now  these 

important  offices  are  open  the  year 

round.    The  latest  step  in  this  direction 

SCOTT  BROWN, 
General  Director. 

is  the  moving  to  Chautauqua  of  the 

printing  of  the  magazine  and  books. 
The  general  officers  of  the  Institution 

are:  John  H.  Vincent,  Chancellor;  W. 
H.  Hickman,  President  of  Trustees ; 

Geo.  E.  Vincent,  Principal  of  Instruc- 

tion; Joseph  C.  Neville,  Chairman  Ex- 
ecutive Board  ;  Ira  M.  Miller,  Secretary  ; 

Scott  Brown,  General  Director;  War- 
ren F.  Walworth,  Treasurer. 

Trustees:  Noah  F.  Clark,  Oil  City, 
Pennsylvania,  capitalist ;  William  J. 

Cornell,  Chautauqua,  New  York,  Post- 
master; W.  A.  Duncan,  Syracuse,  New 

York,  Field  Secretary,  Congregational 



158 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Sunday  School  Association  ;  E.  G.  Dus- 
enbury,  Portville,  New  York,  banker ; 

C.  D.  Firestone,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Pres- 
ident Columbus  Buggy  Company ; 

James  M.  Guffey,  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, J.  M.  Guffey  Oil  Company;  W. 

H.Hickman,  Greencastle,  Indiana, Pres- 
ident of  Trustees ;  Frank  W.  Higgins, 

Olean,  New  York,  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or, State  of  New  York ;  J.  Franklin 

Hunt,  Chautauqua,  New  York,  capital- 
ist ;  Frederick  W.  Hyde,  Jamestown 

New  York,  Editor  Jamestown  Journal ; 

Julius  King,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Julius 
King  Optical  Company ;  Chester  D. 

Massey,  Toronto,  Canada,  Massey-Har- 
ris  Company ;  Ira  M.  Miller,  Akron, 

Ohio,  Secretary  Aultman  Miller  Buck- 

eye Company  ;  Joseph  C.  Neville,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  Walworth  &  Neville  Man- 

ufacturing Company ;  S.  Fred  Nixon, 
Westfield,  New  York,  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly  of  New  York  State ;  Frank 

M.  Potter,  Chautauqua,  New  York, 
New  York  Game  and  Fish  Com- 

missioner; F.  H.  Rockwell,  Warren, 

Pennsylvania,  President  First  National 

Bank ;  A.  M.  Schoyer,  Pittsburg,  Penn- 

sylvania, Superintendent  of  Pennsylva- 
nia Lines;  W.  H.  Shortt,  Youngsville, 

Pennsylvania,  manufacturer ;  Clement 

Studebaker,  South  Bend,  Indiana,  Stud- 
ebaker  Brothers  Manufacturing  Com- 

pany;  William  Thomas, Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, manufacturer,  retired ;  George 

E.  Vincent,  Chicago,  Illinois,  Professor 

THE  LATE  CLEMENT  STUDEBAKER. 

University  of  Chicago ;  Warren  F.  Wal- 
worth, Cleveland,  Ohio,  Walworth  & 

Neville  Manufacturing  Company. 

Local  officers  :  George  W.  Rowland, 

Superintendent ;  William  G.  Bissell,  M. 
D.,  Health  Officer. 



THE  WOMAN'S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPERANCE 

UNION. 

BY  MARTHA  S.  MEADE. 

It  is  well  for  the  world, 
that  woman  comes  to  her 

kingdom  when  even  hope 

seems  dead,  and  by  faith  at- 

tempts the  apparently  im- 

possible. 
When  Chautauqua  County 

was  founded  ministers,  edu- 

cators, women  and  'children 
used  alcoholics  with  all  the 

rest  of  the  people  and  intemperance  had 
reached  its  culminating  point. 

They  were  New  Yorkers,  who  at 
that  time  realized  that  something  must 

be  done  lest  society  and  the  state  be- 

come unable  to  survive  this  great  des- 
olating evil.  Soon,  they  organized  the 

first  temperance  society  in  the  world, 

near  Saratoga  Springs — in  1808.  Dis- 
tilled liquors  only  were  objected  to  at 

first,  and  the  members  fined  for  drunk- 
enness 011  fermented  drinks.  But  after 

a  decade,  the  total  abstinence  idea  be- 
gan to  work  its  way  into  the  ablest 

minds  among  the  statesmen,  educators 

and  the  clergy.  In  fifty  years  the  high- 
est average  temperance  habits  prevailed 

which  our  country  has  ever  known. 

Total  abstinence  was  an  accepted  the- 
ory, put  into  practice  by  a  majority  of 

the  people.  Strict  prohibitory  laws,  be- 
ginning their  beneficent  work  in  Maine, 

prevailed  in  a  dozen  states. 

Then  came  the  years  of  agitation  im- 
mediately preceding  the  Civil  War,  the 

all  important,  costly  strife  and  the  post- 
bellum  years  of  readjustment. 

The  political  issues  were  so  great 

that  the  risk  of  raising  points  of  dif- 
ference on  the  temperance  question  was 

not  hazarded.  The  prohibitory  laws 

were  not  enforced,  and  fell  into  disre- 
pute. Little  thought  or  money  could 

be  given,  in  those  years,  to  keep  up  the 
agitation  and  instruction  which  had 

done  such  a  mighty  work  in  the  past. 

But  the  liquor  traffic  and  its  support- 
ers worked  diligently,  sowing  tares. 

The  enemy  received  strong  re-enforce- 
ment from  the  infusion,  in  these  times, 

of  great  masses  of  beer  and  wine  drink- 

ing foieigners. 
When,  at  last,  genuine  attempts  were 

made  to  enforce  the  laws,  great  opposi- 
tion appeared. 

Some  of  the  great  men  who  had  val- 
iantly fought  for  total  abstinence  were 

unaggressive.  The  championship  of 
moderate  drinking  was  strong  and  bold. 

Soon  all  the  prohibitory  laws  were 

repealed  except  those  of  Iowa,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  The 

last  three  states  had  small  foreign  popu- 
lation. The  license  system  was  renewed 

by  the  children  of  the  men  who  had 

given  their  lives'  best  service  to  prove 
its  worthlessness  and  sinfulness. 

It  was  at  the  time  that  all  these 

reactionary  tendencies  had  reached 
their  lowest  limit,  that  the  women  took 

up  the  dying  cause. 

The  Woman's  Temperance  Crusade 
was  not  premeditated,  neither  could  it 

have  been  a  happening.    The  mothers 
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and  wives  of  the  land  had  for  many 
years  been  praying  through  weary 

nights,  that  God  would  open  some  way 
to  help  and  save  their  loved  ones  from 
the  drink  curse.  For  the  shield  of  law 

and  public  sentiment  had  been  with- 
drawn from  them  and  spread  over  their 

worst  enemy. 

Under  the  pressure  of  the  emergency, 
women  lost  sight  of  their  preconceived 

ideas  of  the  fitness  of  things,  and  wil- 

lingly followed  any  gleam  of  hope  how- 
ever forlorn,  and  however  rugged  the 

way. 

Dr.  Dio  Lewis,  of  Boston,  was  the 

instigator  of  the  Temperance  Crusade. 

He  came  to  Fredonia  to  deliver  a  popu- 
lar lecture,  Saturday,  December  13, 

1873,  and  remained  at  the  request  of  the 
Good  Templars  to  give  a  temperance 
lecture  at  a  union  meeting  of  the 

churches  on  Sunday  evening.  Dr. 

Lewis'  address  was  out  of  the  ordinary, 
and  his  plan  of  attacking  the  liquor  traf- 

fic unique.  He  told  the  women  that 

they  could  solve  the  problem  of  ridding 

the  country  of  the  saloon.  He  enthus- 
iastically related  the  success  of  the  wo- 

men of  his  native  town,  who  many 
years  before  had  marched  in  a  body  to 

the  saloons,  prayed  and  sung,  and  be- 
sought the  liquor  sellers,  for  the  sake 

of  God  and  humanity  to  quit  their  dead- 
ly business,  and  had  finally  prevailed. 
Every  man  and  woman  in  his  audience 

was  deeply  moved  with  hope,  and  a 
growing  determination  to  do  this  one 

untried  thing.  Several  gentlemen  spoke 
strongly  in  the  faith  that  this  plan 
would  work  successfully. 

Dr.  Williams,  the  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  wisely  advised  immediate 

action,  and  asked  every  woman  to  rise 

who  was  in  favor  of  the  undertaking. 

Nearly  every  woman  present  thus  ex- 
pressed herself. 

A  meeting  was  at  once  called  for  con- 
sultation, with  Dr.  Lewis  as  chairman. 

The  names  of  fifty  women  were  secured 

for  the  special  work  proposed.  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Benton,  Mrs.  Dr.  Fuller  and  Mrs. 

J.  W.  Armstrong  were  appointed  a 

committee  to  draft  an  appeal.  God's 
blessing  was  implored,  and  a  meeting 
called  for  the  next  morning. 

At  least  three  hundred  people  showed 

their  steadfast  purpose  by  their  attend- 
ance at  the  Monday  morning  meeting. 

The  following  appeal  was  submitted  and 
adopted : 

APPEAL. 

In  the  name  of  God  and  humanity  we 
make  our  appeal;  knowing  as  we  do,  that 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  the  parent 
of  every  misery,  prolific  of  all  woe  in  this 
life  and  in  the  next,  potent  alone  in  evil, 
blighting  every  fair  hope,  desolating  fami- 

lies, the  chief  incentive  to  crime,  we,  the 
mothers,  wives  and  daughters,  representing 
the  moral  and  religious  sentiment  of  our 
households  from  the  temptation  of  strong 
drink,  from  acquiring  an  appetite  for  it,  and 
to  rescue  if  possible,  those  that  have  already 
acquired  it,  earnestly  request  that  you  will 
pledge  yourselves  to  cease  the  traffic  here 
in  these  drinks,  forthwith  and  forever.  We 
will  also  add  the  hope  that  you  will  abolish 
your  gaming  tables. 

After  many  prayers  and  exhortations, 
the  women  withdrew  to  the  basement, 

to  plan  the  march.  The  men  arranged 

prayer  meetings  for  every  night  of  the 

week,  and  twenty-three  of  them  demon- 
strated their  interest  and  faith,  by  sub- 

scribing the  necessary  percentage  of 

one  thousand  dollars  each,  for  sustain- 
ing the  movement. 

About  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  De- 
cember fifteenth,  a  procession  of  one 

hundred  women  came  forth  from  the 

Baptist  church,  Mrs.  Judge  Barker  and 
Mrs.  Rev.  Lester  Williams  at  the  head. 

There  were  in  line,  venerable  women, 

wives  of  the  most  respected  citizens 

and  many  young  women,  gladly  follow- 
ing where  these  should  lead. 

This  notable  band  first  entered  the 

bar-room  of  one  of  the  hotels.  Mrs. 
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Barker  at  once  informed  the  proprietors 
of  their  mission,  and  Mrs.  Williams 

read  the  formal  appeal.  A  hymn  was 

then  sung,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Tre- 
maine  offered  a  tender  prayer.  The 
owners  were  then  entreated  to  lead  in 

signing  their  pledge.  After  some  at- 

tempts at  discussion,  one  of  them  an- 

swered, "If  the  rest  will  close  their 
places  I  will  mine — I  mean  the  drug 

stores,  too."  His  brother  would  not 
assent  to  that.  The  women  asked  him 

to  consider  the  matter,  saying  they 

would  call  again.  They  were  told,  "We 

will  be  pleased  to  see  you  every  day," 
and  the  proprietors  were  bidden  a  polite 

good  afternoon. 
This  program  was  practically  carried 

out  at  seven  other  places,  the  same  dear 

woman  voicing  the  prayer,  each  time, 
that  day. 

The  visits  were  repeated  every  day 

during  the  week,  the  character  and 
numbers  of  the  procession  remaining 

almost  unchanged. 

One  hotel  closed  its  bar,  and  one 

druggist  promised  not  to  sell  intoxi- 
cants to  be  used  as  a  beverage.  The 

visits  so  annoyed  one  dealer  that  he 
locked  the  women  out. 

One  week  of  this  personal  work  with 

liquor  sellers  convinced  the  women  that 

the  great  liquor  system,  as  a  business, 
and  a  vice,  must  be  attacked  at  more 

than  one  point. 

On  Monday,  December  21st,  they 

met  to  form  a  permanent  organization, 

which  was  named  "The  Woman's 

Christian  Temperance  Union."  They 

pledged  themselves  to  "United  and 
continuous  effort  to  suppress  the  traffic 

in  intoxicating  liquors  in  our  village, 
until  this  work  be  accomplished ;  and 
that  we  stand  ready  for  united  effort 

upon  any  renewal  of  the  traffic.  We 
will  also  do  what  we  can  to  alleviate 

the  woes  of  drunkards'  families,  and  to 
rescue  from  drunkenness  those  who  are 

pursuing  its  ways."  There  were  two 
hundred  and  seven  charter  members 

of  the  Union  of  which  Mrs.  George 
Barker  was  President. 

Two  prophetic  statements  were  made 

in  "The  Fredonia  Censor's"  account  of 

the  first  day's  march. 
"Whether  this  movement  succeeds  in  the 

immediate  object  sought  or  not,  it  has  evi- 
dently raised  a  public  sentiment  here,  which 

if  not  abated,  will  sooner  or  later  end  the 

liquor  traffic  in  our  midst."  "We  venture  to 
suggest  also,  that  this  movement  will  be  a 
great  educator  of  the  women.  By  the  time 
that  band  has  tramped  a  week,  there  will 

not  be  many  women  in  it  who  will  say  'I 
have  all  the  rights  I  want,  don't  ask  me 

to  vote'." 
Dr.  Lewis  went  from  Fredonia  to 

Jamestown,  December  seventeenth,  un- 
der very  similar  conditions  and  with 

the  same  results. 

The  Crusaders  went  out  from  the 

Congregational  Church  of  that  town, 
with  Mrs.  Milton  Bailey  and  Mrs.  Dr. 

Danforth  leading.  A  permanent  organ- 
ization was  soon  effected  with  Mrs. 

Judge  Hazeltine  as  President.  A  very 
significant  piece  of  work  was  speedily 
accomplished  by  Mrs.  Senator  Fenton 

and  Mrs.  Judge  Cook,  aided  by  some 

gentlemen  supporters.  All  the  liquor 

bars  were  closed  on  New  Year's  day 
1874.  This  created  quite  a  sensation, 
and  was  the  beginning  of  the  overthrow 
of  the  almost  universal  custom  in  the 

town,  of  "treating"  in  public  and  pri- 
vate, on  that  holiday. 

Dr.  Lewis  went  to  Hillsboro,  Ohio, 
and  inaugurated  the  same  work  there, 
December  twenty-third.  From  that 
place  and  date  the  work  spread  with 

great  rapidity  over  all  the  country. 
Hillsboro  is  generally  accounted  the 

birth  place  of  "The  Woman's  Crusade." 
But  the  facts  are  indisputable  that  both 

Fredonia  and  Jamestown  began  this 

'temperance  war  several  days  earlier 
than  Hillsboro,  with  the  same  plan  of 
campaign. 
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Within  fifty  days  two  hundred  and 

fifty  saloons  were  closed  in  the  vil- 
lages and  towns  of  the  country. 

Crusading  was  difficult,  trying  work, 

sometimes  dangerous,  and  criticism 
abounded.  But  today,  to  have  been  a 

Crusader,  is  to  receive  the  highest  ac- 
claim in  the  largest  organization  of 

women  in  the  world.  The  greatest  good 
that  came  from  it  all  was  the  arousing 

of  women  to  openly  and  aggressively 

oppose  themselves  to  social  and  legal 
sin  and  their  determination  to  organize 

and  keep  at  it,  working  according  to 

a  well-defined  plan. 
Many  Unions  quickly  sprang  up  all 

over  New  York  State  and  in  nine 

months,  the  New  York  State  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  was  or- 

ganized at  Syracuse. 
It  was  in  Chautauqua  County  also, 

at  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  of  1874. 
that  the  movement  was  inaugurated  for 

a  national  organization.  At  a  meeting 

of  widely  scattered  members,  a  commit- 

tee was  appointed  to  issue  the  "Call" 
for  the  organizing  convention  at  Cleve- 

land, November  18,  19,  20,  1874.  Eigh- 
teen states  were  represented  in  that 

gathering  held  onlv  eleven  months  after 
the  Fredonia  crusade. 

Miss  Frances  Willard,  that  lovely 

woman  of  prophetic  insight  and  match- 
less executive  ability  led  the  work  for 

nineteen  vears.  On  Lowell's  principle 
that, 

"In  the  gain  or  loss  of  one  race 

All  the  rest  have  equal  claim," 
she    founded    the    World's  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 

Eight  round-the-world  missionaries 

have  been  sent  out  with  the  gospel  tem- 
perance message.  And  though  she 

"rests  from  her  labors,  her  works  do 

follow  her"  in  more  than  fifty  national- 
ities. 

After  nearly  twenty-eight  years  of 
successes  and  defeats  ;  after  those  who 

are  fearful,  and  those  who  are  not 
in  haste  have  returned  to  their  homes ; 

there  is  in  the  United  States  a 

praying,  working  temperance  band  of 
one  hundred  and  seventv-five  thous- 

and women,  gathered  from  every  state 
and  territory. 

The  total  membership  of  the  World's Union  is  almost  half  a  million. 

It  was  not  until  June  29,  1882,  that 

representatives  of  the  local  Unions  in 
Chautauqua  County  met  in  Jamestown 
to  organize  a  County  Union. 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Hubbell,  of  Jamestown, 

presided  at  this  meeting,  and  Mrs.  Jo- 

MRS.  ESTHER  LORD  MoNEIE, 
First  President  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 

sephus  Clark,  in  a  short  address,  wel- 
comed the  delegates  from  Fredonia,  Sil- 

ver Creek,  Sherman,  Kennedy  and 

Westfield.  After  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  Mrs.  Esther  McNeill  of 
Fredonia  was  elected  President.  Mrs. 

McNeill  was  a  "Crusader,"  and  although 
now  eighty-nine  years  old,  is  still,  as 
she  has  been  for  many  years,  President 
of  Fredonia  Union.  She  has  attended 

most  of  the  national  and  state  conven- 
tions, and  is  known  everywhere  as 

Mother  McNeill,  because  of  her  con- 
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nection  with  the  mother  Union  from 

the  very  first. 

~  For  five  years  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary that  the  county  organization  should 

hold  quarterly  meetings,  for  the  help 
of  small,  weak  Unions.  Since  1887  only 

two  meetings  have  been  called,  the  an- 

nual meeting  for  the  election  and  re- 
ports of  officers  and  Superintendents, 

and  the  semi-annual  for  conference  and 
discussion. 

The  distinctive  work  of  the  Chautau- 

qua County  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  has  been  to  organize  in 

every  locality,  and  to  harmonize  the 
educational  work  according  to  the  plans 

of  the  National  Union,  as  well  as  to  de- 
vise means  to  increase  local  efforts  for 

saloon  extinction. 

There  are  now  thirty-two  auxiliary 
Unions  in  the  county,  eight  of  which 

are  Young  Woman's  organizations. 
Six  Presidents  have  served  the  Coun- 

ty Union  during  these  twenty  years. 
Their  names  and  terms  are  as  follows  : 

Mrs.  Esther  McNeill,  Fredonia,  1882- 
1883;  Mrs.  Milton  Bailey,  Jamestown, 

1883-1884;  Mrs.  Esther  McNeill,  Fre- 

donia, 1884-1885;  Mrs.  R.  W.  Scott, 

Ripley,  1885-1886;  Mrs.  Silas  W.  Ma- 
son, Westfield,  1886-1890;  Mrs.  Martha 

S.  Mead,  Jamestown,  1890-1895 ;  Mrs. 
Ursula  Babcock,  Silver  Creek,  1895- 

1900;  Mrs.  Martha  S.  Mead,  James- 

town, 1 900- 1 902. 
From  the  very  first,  work  among  the 

children  has  been  considered  the  most 

hopeful.  There  has  always  been  some 

special  work  done  by  the  Unions  along 
this  line  in  organizations  now  called 

"Loyal  Temperance  Legions"  in  which 
temperance  truths  are  taught  from  both 

religious  and  scientific  standpoints. 

In  order  to  better  enlist  young  men 

and  young  women  in  temperance  prin- 
ciples, Silver  Creek  organized  a  Young 

Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
as  early  as  1884.   The  "Y's,"  their  mem- 

bers the  wisest  of  young  women,  are 

auxiliary  to  and  co-operate  with  the 

mother  Unions,  the  "W's." For  preventive  work,  the  County 

Union  has  a  Superintendent  of  Health 

and  Heredity,  who  strives  to  interest 

the  local  Unions  in  studying  and  teach- 
ing the  laws  of  health,  in  relation  to 

food,  drink,  dress  and  sanitation. 

Another  work  of  prevention  is  secur- 

ing the  teaching  of  non-alcoholic  medi- 
cation, as  presented  by  eminent  physi- 

cians and  physiologists. 

The  evangelistic  spirit  which  began 
the  work  has  always  pervaded  it. 

All  Union  meetings  are  opened  with 
devotional  exercises,  that  the  workers 

may  keep  and  spread  the  missionary 
spirit.  An  Evangelistic  Superintendent 

plans  and  conducts  gospel  temperance 

meetings.  Another  woman  advocates 

the  solving  of  the  inevitable  financial 

problem  through  "Systematic  and  Pro- 
portionate Giving."  A  Superintendent 

of  Sabbath  Observance  urges  the  pub- 
lic to  see  that  the  saloon  keeper  ob- 

serves the  day,  and  gives  his  victim's 
family  a  rest.  She  also  plans  to  secure 

a  broad  general  obedience  to  the  Sab- 
bath laws  of  God  and  of  man,  for  re- 

ligious, patriotic  and  scientific  reasons. 

The  Social  Purity  Superintendent 

specializes  effort  through  legislation 

and  education  for  "A  White  Life  for 

Two." 

Rescue  work  is  carried  on  for  the  err- 

ing woman,  by  personal  work,  and  as- 

sistance in  sustaining  the  "Rescue 
Homes"  of  the  State  Woman's  Chris- 

tian Temperance  Union  in  Elmira  and 
Brooklyn. 

The  Prison  and  Jail  Superintendent 

is  elected  to  secure  the  giving  of  the 

gospel  temperance  message  in  the  jails. 
During  the  first  year  of  its  organiza- 

tion, 1882,  the  Chautauqua  County 
Union  began  its  efforts  to  assist  in  se- 

curing a  state  law  requiring  scientific 
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temperance  instruction  in  the  public 
schools. 

The  law  was  passed  in  1884.  Since 
then  its  efforts  have  been  toward  secur- 

ing the  use  of  truly  scientific  text  books 
and  the  encouraging  of  teachers  by 

placing  the  best  and  latest  helps  in  their 
way. 

A  department  was  formed  at  the  first 
to  secure  the  use  of  unfermented  wine 

by  the  churches  in  celebrating  the  Lord's 
Supper.  Then,  fermented  wine  was  in 

general  use.  Now,  nearly  all  protestant 
churches  use  the  wine  which  can  tempt 

no  one,  nor  misrepresent  the  Christ  life 
of  blessing. 

The  Department  of  Sunday  School 

Work  has  secured  much  systematic  tem- 
perance teaching  in  the  Sunday  School, 

and  the  total  abstinence  pledges  of 

thousands  of  the  members,  during  all 

these  years. 

The  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Department 

has  sent  out  seven  ship  libraries,  each 

containing  twenty  volumes  of  helpful 

reading.  These  have  been  named  in 

honor  of  leading  workers  of  the  coun- 
ty and  are  changed  from  ship  to  ship 

until  worn  out.  Hundreds  of  comfort 

bags  have  been  sent  to  both  soldiers 
and  sailors,  with  the  New  Testament 

and  pledge  among  the  furnishings. 
Numberless  books  and  leaflets  have 

presented  temperance  truths  to  these 
who  serve  the  nation  in  hard  places. 

Anti-narcotic  teaching,  pledging  and 

legislation  are  worked  for  by  a  Super- 
intendent who  believes  these  drugs  are 

allies  of  the  drink  habit,  as  well  as  ruin- 
ous themselves. 

The  Department  of  Medical  Contests 

both  recitation  and  essay,  pushes  a  most 
attractive  way  of  presenting  the  broad 

principles  of  the  organization  to  the 

public. 
The  Parlor  Meeting  Superintendent 

plans  an  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  sociability  to  attract 

attendance  and  attention  to  a  real  tem- 

perance meeting,  after  all. 
Chautauqua  County  has  been  strewed 

all  over  with  the  white  leaflets  of  the 

Temperance  Literature  Department. 

The  Press  Superintendent  teaches 

and  practices  the  fullest  permissible  use 

of  the  press,  as  preacher  and  teacher, 

believing  it  largely  true,  "As  a  man 

readeth  his  newspaper,  so  is  he." 
As  the  "Fredonia  Censor"  prophe- 

sied, the  temperance  women  have  learn- 
ed by  many  hard  experiences,  their 

need  of  the  ballot  to  reach  the  legal 

status  of  the  saloon.   The  Franchise  De- 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  AT  FREDONIA, 
In  which  the  First  "Crusade"  Meeting  was  held. 

partment  is  worked  to  convert  other 
women,  as  well  as  men,  not  only  to  the 

justice  of  giving  women  the  ballot,  but 
also  to  the  mighty  power  for  the  general 

good  the  measure  stands  for. 
Proving  the  other  prophesy  quoted, 

true,  Fredonia  has  outlawed  the  sajoon, 

seventeen  of  the  years  since  the  Wo- 

man's Crusade  ;  fourteen  years  in  suc- 
cession. The  increasing  foreign  popula- 

tion is  changing  the  results  of  the  elec- 
tion faster  than  wine  cFinking  habits 

can  be  overcome. 
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But  the  women  still  "stand  ready  for 
united  effort  upon  any  renewal  of  the 

traffic." 
Much  law-securing  and  law-en f.  rcing 

work  has  been  done  throughout  the 

county,  in  spite  of  a  woman's  handicap. 
In  co-operation  with  the  state  and 

national  organizations,  Chautauqua 

County  Union  has  helped  effect  state 
and  national  legislation  in  favor  of  the 

reforms  they  represent. 
Not  all  of  the  work  outlined  by  the 

County  Union  can  be  undertaken  by 
the  local  Unions,  but  each  chooses  a  few 

phases  to  emphasize. 

The  Chautauqua  County  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  has  stood 
for  the  historical  facts  concerning  the 

beginning  of  this  woman's  temperance 
work,  in  every  possible  way.  The  first 

banner  bore  the  inscription,  "Chautau- 

qua, the  birth-place  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U." 
The  new  banner  has  a  good  painting  of 

the  old  Baptist  Church  at  Fredonia, 

under  which  are  the  words:  "Crusade 
Church,  Fredonia,  New  York,  Decem- 

ber 15,  1873." 

About  ten  years  ago,  the  organiza- 
tion erected  a  beautiful  marble  fountain 

in  the  corridor  of  Willard  Hall,  in  the 

Woman's  Temple  at  Chicago,  at  a  cost 
of  more  than  a  thousand  dollars.  All 

who  oass  may  read  upon  it : 

"Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  the 

birth-place  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U." 
In  1894,  the  County  Union  invited 

the  State  Union  to  come  to  the  old 

birth-place  for  its  majority  meeting. 
The  entertainment  at  Jamestown  was 
full  and  free,  as  befitted  the  occasion. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  has  not  yet  accomplished  its  mis- 

sion. The  women,  adorned  with  a  little 

white  ribbon  bow,  and  supremely  de- 
sirous of  the  purity  which  it  represents, 

will  not  withdraw  or  falter  until  the 

righteous  forces  which,  under  God,  they 

keep  working,  shall  ostracise  recognized 
alcoholic  liquor  drinking  and  selling 

from  the  social  and  political  life  of  their 
own  dear  land. 

"The  trouble  with  this  world  is  not 
lack  of  purity  in  its  motive,  but  lack  of 

motion  in  its  purity." 
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BY  MRS.  B.  B.  LORD, 
Lecturer,  New  York  State  Grange. 

MRS.  B.  13.  I.OJ  D 

One  hundred  years,  with 

all  their  joys  and  sorrows, 

their  lights  and  shadows, 

have  come  and  gone  since 
the  human  family  first  sought 
to  establish  a  home  in  this 

extreme  western  portion  of 

the  great  Empire  State. 

Many  and  varied  have  heen 

the  changes  which  trans- 
formed the  wilderness  of  that  period  into 

the  beautiful,  smiling  garden  of  today  ; 

but,  through  them  all,  the  brave  sons 

of  toil  have  been  faithful  to  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  this  favored  land 

Here  also  have  been  planted  the  seeds 

of  mental,  moral  and  physical  develop- 
ment, which  have  grown  and  flourished, 

until  dear  old  Chautauqua  is  known  the 
wide  world  over  as  the  home  of  all  that 

stands  for  advanced  thought,  higher  ed- 

ucation, temperance  principles  and  fra- 
ternal unity ;  which  means  the  father- 

hood of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of 

man.  Here  the  "Chautauqua  Idea"  has 
been  developed.  Located  upon  the 
shores  of  the  beautiful  lake,  whose  name 

it  bears,  it  has  grown  and  increased  in 

power  and  influence,  until  todav  it 

stands  pre-eminent,  as  an  educational 

center,  toward  which  all  classes  of  peo- 

ple turn  for  inspiration.  The  white-rib- 
boned army  have  encircled  the  world 

with  their  unselfish  work  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  home  and  its  dear  ones. 

Fredonia,  fair  and  beautiful,  gave  birth 

to  the  organized  efforts  of  the  Wo- 

man's Christian  Temperance  Union  and 

almost  simultaneously  the  "Patrons  of 

Husbandry,"  an  organization  founded 
upon  the  principle  of  protection  for,  and 
education  of,  agriculture,  was  instituted 
in  the  same  village.  Truly,  we  may  be 

pardoned  for  feelings  of  pride  in  the 
good  work  accomplished  by  our  people. 

This  organization  was  the  direct  out- 
growth of  the  unsettled  condition  of  our 

country  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War. 

A  great  conflict  had  terminated. 

Brother  had  been  arrayed  against  broth- 
er— the  South  was  a  vast  battlefield 

from  which  the  smoke  of  contest  had 

scarcely  cleared.  Its  agriculture  and 

its  business  had  been  swept  away ;  dis- 
sension and  strife  had  accomplished 

their  fatal  work.  Bitter  hatred  of  the 

North  and  its  people  swayed  the  con- 
quered but  unforgiving  South.  Recog- 

nizing the  fact  that  a  nation's  agricul- 
ture is  the  basis  of  its  prosperity,  the 

national  government  felt  the  necessity 

of  ascertaining  from  some  unprejudiced 
and  reliable  source  the  exact  condition 

of  affairs  in  the  southern  country.  For 

this  purpose,  O.  H.  Kelley,  a  young 
Minnesota  farmer  (of  New  England 
birth),  then  in  government  employ,  was 

sent  as  a  special  agent  to  glean  from  ac- 
tual observation  and  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  southern  people  the  need- 

ed statistics.  The  life  of  a  northern 
man  was  not  then  safe  in  the  devastated 

Southland,  and  the  undertaking  seemed 

fraught  with  much  of  danger  as  well  as 

interest  ;  but  the  "mystic  tie  of  the  tem- 
ple"— a  bond  of  fraternity  stronger  than 
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bands  of  steel,  yet  "gentle  as  the  silken 
thread  that  binds  a  wreath  of  flowers," 
found  him  warm  friends ;  carried  him 

through  dangers  seen  and  unseen,  and 

opened  to  him  the  doors  of  hospitality 

and  good  will.  Well  versed  in  the  mys- 
teries of  Masonic  lore,  he  was  deeply 

impressed  with  the  subtle  power  of  fra- 
ternal loyalty,  and  while  there  conceived 

a  plan  for  organizing  the  agriculturists 

of  the  nation  into  a  great  fraternal  or- 

der, which  should  be  non-partisan  in 
politics  and  non-sectarian  in  religion ; 
which  should  know  no  North,  no  South, 

no  East,  no  West,  but  "united  bv  the 

strong  and  faithful  tie  of  agriculture" 
should  effectually  defy  the  intrigues  of 

all  who  sought  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dis- 

cord. Such  an  organization  (he  be- 
lieved) would  restore  kindly  feelings 

among  the  mass  of  the  people  and  bring 
about  a  real  peace,  such  as  no  military 

power  could  ever  develop,  and  which 
politicians  could  not  destroy.  This  was 

early  in  1866  and  on  his  return  to  Wash- 

ington he  commenced  work  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  new  organization,  but  not 

until  December  4,  1867,  did  he  succeed 

in  organizing  the  National  Grange  at 

Washington  as  a  temporary-  head  for 
the  work  and  the  new  order  was  duly 

named  "Patrons  of  Husbandry,"  while 
its  places  of  meeting  were  to  be  called 

"granges"  instead  of  lodges.  A  school 
of  methods, or  in  other  words, a  Grange, 
for  drilling  workers  was  also  instituted 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  won- 

derful enthusiasm  of  Mr.  Kelley,  which 

charmed  more  conservative  people  into 
following  where  he  led  and  carried  to 

final  success  the  grand  inspiration  of  his 

fertile  brain,  was  freely  given  to  a  work 

which  any  one  less  hopeful  would  have 
deserted.  He  associated  with  himself 

six  other  men,  each  chosen  for  some 

special  qualification  but  all  of  them  of 

careful,  conservative  temperament. 
These  seven  founders  of  the  order  were 

named  O.  H.  Kelley,  William  M.  Ire- 
land, Rev.  John  Trimble,  Rev.  A.  B. 

Grosh,  F.  M.  McDowell,  J.  R.  Thomp- 
son and  William  Saunders.  With  the 

exception  of  F.  M.  McDowell,  who  was 

from  Wayne,  New  York,  all  resided  in 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  at 

that  time,  and  all  except  its  real  origi- 
nator, O.  H.  Kelley,  who  now  resides 

in  Carabelle,  Florida,  and  Rev.  John 

Trimble,  still  of  Washington,  have 

passed  out  of  this  life  to  the  reward  of 

O.  H.  KELLY, 
Originator  and  Organizer  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 

their  labors.  Equal  to  these  and  their 
constant  counselor  and  co-worker  was  a 

niece  of  Mr.  Kelley's,  Miss  Caroline  A. 
Hall,  to  whom  we  owe  the  admission, 

of  our  wome:i  upon  terms  of  perfect 

equality.  To  her  the  order  will  ever 
remain  indebted  for  a  vast  amount  of 

advertising  and  detail  work,  which  in 

its  early  years  it  would  have  perished 
without,  and  no  one  else  gave. 

In  the  light  of  these  later  years 
we  are  amazed  at  the  broad  view  taken 

of  the  possibilities  of  this  order  by  all 
w  ho  were  consulted  in  its  early  work. 

In  February,  1808,  Mr.  Bartlett,  of 
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Madison,  Ohio,  wrote:  "In  the  organi- 
zation of  this  order  we  will  be  expected 

to  initiate  mighty  reforms,  and  the 

world  will  be  disappointed  if  we  do  not. 
Here  may  be  inaugurated  the  idea  of 

equality  between  the  sexes  by  simply 

removing  the  disabilities,"  and  in  this, 
as  all  else,  thev  were  fully  a  quarter  of 

a  century  ahead  of  their  time.  Early 

in  1868  Mr.  Kelley,  after  long  and  seri- 
ous consideration,  decided  to  give  up 

all  other  business  and  devote  his  entire 

time  to  the  establishment  of  the  order, 

and  on  the  3rd  of  April  he  left  Wash- 
ington for  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 

for  that  purpose.  This  measure  was 

strongly  opposed  by  his  more  conserva- 
tive associates,  but  with  supreme  faith 

in  the  ultimate  success  of  his  plan,  and 

little  dreaming  of  the  years  of  hard  work- 
before  him,  he  left  Washington  with 
only  two  dollars  and  a  half  of  Grange 

funds  and  a  ticket  for  Harrisburg.  Fail- 
ing in  his  effort  to  establish  a  Grange 

there,  but  obtaining  some  financial  aid, 
he  came  on  to  Penn  Yan,  New  York, 
where  another  effort  was  made  which 

also  failed.  From  there  he  went  to 

Wayne,  Steuben  County,  the  home  of 

F.  M.  McDowell,  who  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  New  York  among  the 

founders,  and  who  was  ever  a  staunch 

supporter  of  the  cause.'  Here  he  received 
a  warm  welcome  and  many  cheering 
words  which  helped  him  to  endure  the 

dark  hours  of  the  struggle,  for  as  he 

tersely  expresses  it,  "the  Order  of  Pa- 
trons of  Husbandry  ought  to  endure,  for 

it  was  founded  upon  the  solid  rock  of 

poverty,  than  which  there  can  be  noth- 

ing harder."  New  York  Patrons  have 

pride  in  Brother  McDowell's  helping 
hand,  for  he  generously  gave  Brother 
Kelley  fifty  dollars  to  help  him  on  the 

way,  saying  "every  good  cause  must  al- 
ways have  a  martyr  and  vou  will  make 

a  good  one  for  this." 
Mr.  A.  S.  Moss,  of  Fredonia,  had  be- 

come greatly  interested  in  the  plan  and 
succeeded  in  interesting  many  other 

Chautauqua  people,  so  to  him  Mr.  Kel- 
ley next  appealed.  He  arrived  in  Fre- 

donia on  the  15th,  in  the  midst  of  one 

of  Chautauqua's  April  snow  storms  and 
the  next  day,  April  16th,  1868,  having 
at  last  found  broad  and  liberal  minded 

men  ready  to  back  their  faith  with  their 

money  and  their  influence,  he  organized 

Fredonia  Grange  No.  1,  (of  all  the 

world)  with  the  following  names  as 
charter  members :  A.  S.  Moss,  H. 

Stiles,  W.  H.  Stevens,  U.  E.  Dodge, 

Louis  McKinstrv,  A.  P.  Pond,  D.  Fair- 

banks, Willard  McKinstrv,  William  Ris- 

ley  and  M.  S.  Woodford.  After  thirty- 
four  years,  at  least  two  of  these  men, 
Brothers  Dodge  and  Louis  McKinstry, 
remain  active,  valuable  members  of  old 

Fredonia  Grange,  and  most  of  them 

lived  to  see  their  seed-sowing  grow  and 
ripen  a  liberal  harvest  of  great  benefit 
to  American  agriculture.  These  men 

made  it  possible  for  our  people  to  be 
honored  as  the  pioneers  of  this  great 
fraternal  order,  for  from  this  little  acorn 

of  Grange  work,  planted  in  the  con- 

genial soil  of  Chautauqua's  agriculture, 
as  represented  by  her  warm  hearted 
sons  and  daughters,  has  grown  the 

mighty  oak  of  educational  influence, 
whose  green  branches  have  spread  over 
the  farms  of  our  whole  nation  and  whose 

benefits  cannot  be  estimated.  Today 

more  than  six  hundred  thousand  Pa- 

trons are  arrayed  in  solid  phalanx,  unit- 
ed in  the  determination  that  their  pro- 

fession shall  receive  just  protection  and 

that  the  greatest  of  all  our  industries 

shall  not  languish  for  want  of  educa- 
tion in  modern  methods.  The  State  of 

New  York  has  more  than  sixty-five 
thousand  and  of  this  number  four  thous- 

and are  in  our  own  County  of  Chau- 
tauqua. There  are  twenty-nine  granges 

in  the  county  with  the  following  mem- 

bership:    Fredonia  No.  1,  274;  Port- 
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land  No.  2,  181  ;  Sherman  No.  36,  201  ; 

Ripley  No.  65,  163;  Westfield  No.  109, 

119;  Qymer  No.  169,  210;  Sheridan  No. 

235,  143;  Stedman  No.  241,  120;  Union 
No.  244,  512;  Ross  Mills  No.  305,  114; 
Stockton  No.  316,  133;  Ellery  No.  353, 

67;  Sinclairville  No.  401,  203;  Gerry 

No.  412,  125;  Dewittville  No.  480,  84; 

Kennedy  No.  496,  121  ;  South  Harmony 

No.  525,  171  ;  Panama  Rocks  No.  526, 

218;  Cherry  Creek  No.  527,  175  ;  Elling- 
ton No.  528,  151  ;  Chautauqua  No.  571. 

48;  Hanover  No.  595,  292;  Villenova 
No.  604,  106;  Centralia  No.  612,  68; 

DLTSSES  E.  DODGE, 
First  Master  of  Grange  No  r. 

Cassadaga  No.  659,  49 ;  Charlotte  Cen- 
ter No.  669,  156;  Harmony  No.  694, 

126;  Lombard  No.  714,  89;  Busti  No. 

909,  has  about  75.  Fredonia  Grange, 
numerically,  ranks  third  in  the  county, 

but  it  is  one  of  our  strongest  and  best 

granges  with  a  very  active  membership 
U.  E.  Dodge,  its  first  Master,  is  now 

and  has  been  for  many  years,  its  Lec- 
turer, and  at  present  writing  is  also 

President  of  the  Village  of  Fredonia. 
Many  tender  memories  cluster  around 

this  Grange  and  all  the  early  workers 

of  the  order,  for  then  it  meant  much 

of  sacrifice  and  self-denial  to  be  a  Pa- 

tron of  Husbandry.  The  first  summer 

of  their  existence  they  were  very  weak, 
but  in  the  autumn  and  winter  the  women 

and  many  others  of  their  most  progres- 
sive people  became  interested  so  that 

when  O.  H.  Kelley  returned  to  them  on 

April  2,  1869,  he  was  astonished  at  the 
wonderful  progress  made.  Organized 
less  than  a  year  before,  with  less  than 

the  regulation  number  of  members,  he 

found  them  assembled  in  a  large  and 
beautiful  hall,  fully  one  hundred  strong, 

in  full  regalia.  A  bancjuet  worthy  of 
Fredonia  Grange  was  spread  in  honor 

of  their  guest  and  on  his  departure 

they  presented  him  with  twenty-five  dol- 
lars for  expenses.  April  1 6th,  1893,  this 

Grange  having  reached  its  "silver  anni- 
versary," made  the  occasion  one  of  na- 

tional rejoicing  and  in  connection  with 

Chautauqua  County  Pomona  Grange 
celebrated  the  event  in  a  manner  which 

was  exceedingly  creditable  to  the  vast 

interests  represented.  O.  H.  Kelley,  the 
venerable  founder  of  the  order,  came 

from  his  far  awav  Florida  home  to  en- 

joy this  great  reunion  with  the  patrons 
of  Chautauqua  County,  and  the  officials 
of  the  New  York  State  Grange.  The 

National  Grange  was  ably  represented 

by  Brother  Mortimer  Whitehead  of  New 

Jersey,  for  many  years  its  brilliant  Lec- 
turer. Many  names  are  on  the  honor 

rolls  of  Chautauqua's  Granges  that  I 
cannot  recall,  but  those  mentioned,  with 

J.  J.  Parker,  Ira  Porter,  George  D. 
Hinckley  and  Col.  Rufus  Haywood  of 

Fredonia,  Garrett  E.  Ryckman  and 
Chester  Burton,  of  Portland,  Richard 

Willing  of  Sherman,  William  Scott, 
Alonzo  A.  Stevens  and  Bela  I!.  Lord 

of  Sinclairville,  will  serve  to  recall  mam- 
early  memories. 

Chautauqua  County  Pomona  Grange 

was  organized  at  Brocton  twenty-seven 

years  ago,  has  a  large  membership  of 
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the  most  progressive  Patrons  in  the 

county,  and  exerts  great  influence  in 

Grange  circles.  This  Grange  has  the 

distinction  of  being  the  first  "Pomona 

Grange"  to  elect  a  woman  (Mrs.  B. 
B.  Lord)  to  the.  office  of  Master, 

for  women  are  eligible  to  any  offi- 
cial position  within  the  gift  of  its  mem- 

bers. This  action,  which  opened  the 
door  for  the  recognition  of  other 
women,  in  similar  ways,  was  but  fulfilling 
the  prediction  of  Brother  Bartlett,  of 
Ohio,  and  proving  the  truth  of  the  as- 

sertion that  much  as  the  Grange  has 
done  for  our  men  it  has  been  far  more 
helpful  to  our  women,  and  their  in- 

terest in  the  homes  and  affairs  of  the 
nation.  Grange  Day  at  Chautauqua,  of 
annual  occurrence,  has  been  for  many 
years  a  great  factor  in  the  educational 
uplift  of  our  members  and  it  is  thor- 

oughly appreciated  by  them.  The  Chau- 

tauqua management  have  invariably 
treated  our  Patrons  with  great  kindness 
and  courteous  hospitality.  Special  priv- 

ileges have  been  granted  them  and  their 
welcome  to  the  grounds  has  been  earn- 

est and  gratifying. 

In  the  last  eight  years  the  member- 
ship of  the  order  in  this  county  lias  in- 

creased one-third.  We  had  three 
thousand  members  then — we  have  four 
thousand  now.  The  membership  here 
given  is  corrected  to  July  I,  1904.  In- 

crease of  members  since  article  was 
written,  June,  1902,  is  over  six  hundred, 
which  shows  a  substantial  growth.  To- 

tal membership  now  is  nearly  five 
thousand.  The  Chautauqua  County 
Patrons'  Fire  Relief  Association  was 
organized  at  Sinclairville  August  24, 
1877;  object,  to  insure  farm  property. 
Its  first  President  was  A.  A.  Stevens 

of  Sinclairville ;  its  present  officers 
and  directors  are  :  President,  Thomas 

H.  Gifford,  Jamestown  ;  Vice  President, 
E.  F.  Lake,  Charlotte  ;  Treasurer,  F.  H. 

Lawton,  Bemus  Point ;  Secretary,  Jared 

Hewes,  Stedman ;  Executive  Commit- 

tee, E.  B.  Tolles,  Sheridan ;  F.  E.  Dur- 

and,  Frewsburg ;  F.  M.  Glidden,  Har- 
mony ;  Directors,  J.W.  Sanburv,  Busti ; 

E.  E.  Avery,  Clymer ;  Henry  Erwin, 
Chautauqua;  E.  F.  Lake,  Charlotte;  A. 

H.  Blaisdell,  Cherry  Creek ;  C.  H.  Pier- 
son  Cassadaga ;  F.  W.  Putnam,  Cen- 
tralia  ;  G.  S.  Griffith,  Dewittville  ;  E.  R. 

Parker,  Ellery  ;  L.  G.  Brainard,  Elling- 
ton ;  S.  M.  Aldrich,  Fredonia ;  Irwin 

Bedient,  Falconer ;  Amos  P.  Hopper, 

Forestville  ;  Joel  G.  Damon,  Gerrv  ;  E. 

F.  Loomis,  Harmony;  Joseph  Breads. 
Lombard;  F.  D.  Hardenburg,  Portland; 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
First  President  of  the  Patrons'  Fire  Relief  Association. 

F.  M.  Glidden,  Panama  Rocks;  E.  B. 

Hewes,  Ripley ;  J.  W.  Edmunds,  Sin- 
clairville ;  E.  B.  Tolles,  Sheridan  ;  E.  O. 

Buss,  Sherman ;  W.  A.  Lamphere, 
Stockton ;  Jared  Hewes,  Stedman ;  F. 

L.  Rexford,  Watts  Flats ;  G.  R.  Weav- 
er, Westfield;  Elisha  E.  Dye,  Villenova ; 

F.  E.  Durand,  A.  A.  Van  Vleck,  W.  C. 

Gifford,  F.  H.  Lawton,  Union  Grange, 

Jamestown,  and  Thomas  H.  Gifford, 

Ellicott,  Delegate  at  Large.  Its  man- 
agement is  vested  in  a  Board  of 

Directors,  one  or  more  from  each 

Grange,  who  choose  their  officers  from 
among    their   members.    Eight  years 
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ago  wc  had  four  million  dollars  in- 
sured ;  now  we  have  over  five  million 

six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  insuring 

only  the  property  of  Patrons.  (July  I, 

1904,  over  six  millions.) 
The  New  York  State  Grange  was 

organized  in  Syracuse  November  6, 

1873,  largely  through  the  efforts  of 
Chautauqua  County  Patrons.  Two  of 
the  eight  men  who  have  since  served  it 

as  its  Master  were  from  Chautauqua 

County.  George  Dexter  Hinckley,  sec- 
ond Master  of  Fredonia  Grange,  was 

the  first  Master  of  the  State  Grange, 

and  Hon.  W.  C.  Gifford,  of  Jamestown, 
was  Master  from  i8yo  to  1894.  Ira 

GEORGE  D.  HINCKLEY. 
First  Master  of  the  New  York  State  Grange. 

Porter,  of  Fredonia,  was  the  first  State 

Treasurer,  and  Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord  of  Sin- 
clairville,  is  the  present  Lecturer  of  the 

New  York  State  Grange,  a  very  impor- 
tant office  for  a  woman  to  hold. 

The  present  Master,  Hon.  E.  B.  Nqr- 
ris,  of  Sodus,  Wayne  County,  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  National 

Grange,  being  Chairman  of  its  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  also  a  member  of 

the  National  Legislative  Committee. 
New  York  is  the  banner  state  of  ths 

order  in  membership,  closely  followed 

by  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Michigan, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts 

in  the  order  named.  Although  the  or- 
der is  stronger  in  the  New  England 

and  Middle  States  than  elsewhere,  still, 

the  dream  of  its  author  has  come  true, 

for  Granges,  with  the  "tie  that  binds," 
are  scattered  over  our  broad  land  from 

Maine  to  California,  and  from  Wash- 
ington to  Texas,  teaching  our  people 

the  value  of  organization  and  the  dignity 

of  labor.  Chautauqua  was  long  the 

banner  county  of  our  state,  and  is  now 

only  exceeded  by  Jefferson.  At  the 

Pan-American  Exposition  the  New 

York  State  Grange,  assisted  by  the  Na- 

tional Grange,  established  a  "head- 
quarters" which  proved  very  successful. 

It  was  under  the  management  of  a 

Chautauqua  County  woman  (Mrs.  B. 
B.  Lord)  and  was  one  of  the  most 

popular  resting  places  on  the  grounds. 

More  than  thirty-six  thousand  names 

were  registered  of  those  who  accept- 
ed the  courtesies  of  Grange  hos- 

pitality, and  that  was  only  a  small 
portion  of  those  who  came  to  the 

building  and  w  ere  in  some  way  remind- 
ed that  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 

were  keeping  "open  house"  for  the 
"good  of  the  order"  and  of  mankind. 
They  truly  exemplified  the  proverb 

"that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 

to  receive." The  order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry 

has  become  one  of  the  solid  institutions 

of  our  country.  It  has  long  since  dem- 
onstrated its  ability  to  successfully  or- 

ganize and  hold  our  agricultural  peo- 
ple and  has  proved  that  the  thought  of 

its  founder  was  correct,  for  love  is  the 

most  potent  factor  in  the  control  of  hu- 
man hearts  and  lives,  while  every  ad- 

vance movement  in  the  world's  pro- 
gress has  been,  and  will  be,  made  by 

the  combined  efforts  of  people  exerted 

through  organization. 
Fraternity  is  its  watchword  ;  a  pure, 
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true  friendship  its  secret ;  the  higher 

education  and  moral  uplift  of  its  mem- 
bers its  greatest  mission ;  and  with 

faith  in  these  principles  our  hope  for 

its  future  is  based  upon  the  charity  we 
exercise  for  the  errors  of  humanity  and 

the  fidelity  and  perseverance  with  which 

we  exemplify  its  work.  May  it  outlive 
the  storms  of  time  and  continue  to 

scatter  blessings  along  the  pathway  of 
the  tiller  of  the  soil. 

At  the  annual  Grange  Day  in  August, 

1903,  the  Grange  Temple  was  dedicated 

at  Chautauqua  with  impressive  cere- 
monies. The  Chautauqua  management 

presented  a  lot  to  the  Pomona  Grange 
of  Chautauqua  County  upon  which 

to  erect  a  building  to  serve  as  a  head- 
quarters for  the  order  for  all  time  and 

to  be  devoted  to  its  use  and  the  inter- 

ests of  agriculture. 

A  member  of  the  order,  Cyrus  E. 

Jones  of  Union  Grange,  Jamestown, 
erected  upon  it  the  building  in  memory 

of  his  father,  Rev.  Emory  Jones,  whose 

life  was  spent  in  the  early  ministry  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  of  this 

county.  He  expended  fully  three  thous- 

and dollars  upon  the  building  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Order  of  Patrons  of 

Husbandry — in  recognition  of  their 

work — saying  "that  he  would  rather  the 
tillers  of  the  soil  should  enjoy  its  bles- 

sings than  any  one  else,  and  as  a  token 

of  his  appreciation  of  his  uncle,  Thomas 

PL  Gifford,  who  was  his  boyhood's 
friend  and  whose  work  has  been  so 

helpful  to  this  order." 

Hon.  E.  B.  Norris  of  Sodus,  Wayne 

County,  New  York,  Master  of  the  New 
York  State  Grange,  accepted  the  gift 
in  the  name  of  the  Order  of  Patrons  of 

Husbandn . 

George  E.  Vincent,  Vice  Chancellor 
of  Chautauqua,  spoke  the  welcoming 

words  to  the  grounds,  which  were  re- 

sponded to  by  Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord,  of  Sin- 
clairville,  Lecturer,  New  York  State 

Grange  ;  and  Hon.  Aaron  Jones  of  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  Master  of  the  National 
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Grange,  dedicated  the  building  to  the 
uses  for  which  it  was  intended,  and 
also  delivered  an  address  later  in  the 

day.  The  building  is  a  fine  one  on 
Simpson  avenue  from  which  all  places 
of  interest  on  the  grounds  are  easily 

accessible.  It  was  a  "Red  Letter  Day" 
in  the  history  of'  the  organization  and 
it  seems  pre-eminently  proper  that  this 

great  honor  should  be  located  in  this 
county  where  the  life  of  the  Order  of 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  started.  Rapid 

strides  in  its  history  are  being  made 

and  it  is  well  that  Chautauqua  and  Cor- 
nell College  should  join  hands  with  it 

in  the  education  of  the  agricultural 

people. 

THE  LABOR  MOVEMENT  IN  CHAUTAUQUA 

COUNTY. 

BY  ERNEST  CAWCROFT.* 

The  workers  of  Chautauqua  County 
have  not  withheld  their  recognition  of 
the  dominant  material  characteristic  of 

this  generation — that  of  organization. 
In  common  with  those  in  other  sections 

of  the  nation,  the  producing  forces  of 

this  county  have  succeeded  in  the  for- 
mation of  organizations  for  the  effect- 

ing of  mutual  ends.  It  will  be  admitted 
that  the  success  of  organized  effort; 

whether  it  be  from  the  capitalistic  or 

from  the  standpoint  of  the  moneyless 

worker,  is  the  most  remarkable  socio- 
logical phenomenon  of  the  past  two 

centuries.  We  may  differ,  with  a  larger 

or  smaller  degree  of  wisdom,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  ultimate  results  consequent 

upon  the  application  of  this  principle 
of  organization  ;  but  the  day  has  passed, 

when  those  who  are  opposed  to  this  in- 
dustrial tendency  can  view  the  situa- 

tion with  complacency  in  the  belief  that 

the  phenomenon  will  vanish  with  the 

recurring  of  the  seasons.  Organiza- 
tions of  capital  and  labor  in  this  day 

have  the  underlying  characteristics  of 

permanency;  both  may  change  in  form, 

but  there  will  be  no  decided  alteration 

in  the  employment  of  those  forces  de- 

signed to  secure  a  considerable  com- 
pensation with  economy  of  effort  and 

expenditure.  It  is  with  that  thought  in 

mind,  applied  alike  to  capital  and  labor, 
that  this  article  will  be  penned.  It  is 

the  purpose  of  this  chapter  to  trace  in 
brief  the  tendencies  which  stimulated  the 

development  of  labor  organizations  in 

this  county  and  to  dwell  upon  their  in- 
fluence in  this  political  subdivision  of 

the  Empire  commonwealth.  We  appre- 
hend that  the  invitation  to  prepare  this 

article  was  an  admission,  either  express 

or  implied,  of  the  situation  herein  sum- 
marized in  so  far  as  that  summary  per- 

tains distinctly  to  the  industrial  masses. 

For  it  is  pertinent  in  this  connection 
and  a  fact  that  should  be  called  to  the 

attention  of  those  having  some  familiar- 
ity with  such  publications,  that  this  is 

the  first  time  in  the  annals  of  the  county 

that  any  publishers  have  accorded  rec- 
ognition to  the  union  movement  as  a 

vital  factor  in  the  development  of  the 
industrial  communities  of  this  section. 

*Hor  portrait  of  Mr.  Cawcroft  see  page  HI,  this  volume. 
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The  unions  are  to  be  congratulated,  no 

less  than  the  publishers  commended, 
that  the  movement  has  grown  so  much 

in  public  esteem  within  a  decade,  as  to 

warrant  attention  in  a  publication  of 
this  scope. 

Jamestown  having  secured  and  main- 
tained the  industrial  leadership  of  the 

county,  it  is  not  surprising,  indeed,  that 
the  labor  movement  of  this  section  was 

first  nourished  into  manhood  in  that 

city.  It  is  because  of  those  conditions, 
that  this  chronicle  will  pivot  upon  the 
activities  of  the  union  leaders  and  their 

followers  in  the  metropolis  of  Chautau- 

qua. Fully  eighteen  years  ago  James- 
town possessed  a  population  of  ten 

thousand  souls,  comprising  Scandinav- 

ians and  Englishmen  in  no  inconsider- 
able numbers.  They  were  industrious, 

thrifty  and  intelligent;  having  a  keen 

appreciation  of  their  privileges  ;  and  in 
common  with  their  fellows  in  those 

times,  not  loth  to  adopt  the  methods 

of  the  day  in  the  preservation  of  their 

rights.  Then,  as  in  the  decade  to  fol- 
low, the  spirit  of  organization  was  in  the 

air,  permeating  the  shops  and  impres- 
sing itself  upon  the  economic  tendencies 

of  the  era.  In  various  parts  of  the 

county  labor  organizations  were  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  affiliatine  with  the 

general  body  known  as  the  Knights  of 

Labor.  The  growing  power  of  indus- 
trial combinations  had  not  failed  to  in- 

still into  the  minds  of  the  workers  that 

in  organization  there  is  strength,  and 

that  through  the  legitimate  employment 
of  the  latter,  the  upliftment  of  the 
masses  was  possible.  It  was  under  the 
stimulus  of  these  conditions  that  the 

first  union  was  formed  in  Jamestown. 

During  the  month  of  December,  1882, 

the  printers  of  the  city  organized  Typo- 
graphical Union  No.  205.  James  A. 

Clary,  the  present  city  editor  of  the 

Jamestown  Evening  Journal,  was  the 

first  President  of  that  organization,  and 

associated  with  him  were  the  following 

active  participators  in  the  labor  move- 
ment of  that  day : 

Vice-President,  F.  H.  White ;  Finan- 

cial Secretary,  S.  P.  Woodm  ;  Record- 

ing Secretary,  C.  H.  Price,  and  Treas- 
urer, D.  H.  Lilly. 

This  body  has  proved  to  be  the  bul- 
wark and  conservator  of  the  labor 

movement  in  Chautauqua  County.  Al- 
though other  organizations  have  passed 

into  oblivion,  and  while  similar  move- 
ments have  become  ineffectual  either 

through  the  mistakes  or  desertion  of 
their  followers,  it  is  a  noticeable  fact 

that  the  first  labor  organization  in  the 

annals  of  the  city  has  preserved  the 

original  charter  from  the  International body. 

Although  the  Typographical  Union 
had  a  distinct  organization  as  apart 
from  the  Knights  of  Labor,  the  activity 

of  the  local  founders  of  the  former  gave 

impetus  to  the  words  of  those  who 
cherished  a  belief  in  the  principles  of 
the  latter.  Those  who  are  familiar  with 

the  economic  history  of  the  Republic, 
will  recall  that  the  growth  of  the 

Knights  of  Labor  was  the  significant 
fact  in  the  annals  of  the  years  following 
1880. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the 
printers,  and  inspired  by  the  books  and 
eloquence  of  the  labor  leaders  of  those 

times,  the  local  workingmen  assented 
readily  to  the  suggestions,  emanating 
from  within  and  without  the  city,  that 

organization  would  be  the  forerunner 
of  results  decidedly  advantageous  in 
their  nature.  Unlike  the  unions  of  to- 

day, well  nigh  absolute  secrecy  was 
maintained  relative  to  the  labor  bodies 

of  a  generation  ago ;  and  it  is  because 

of  that  fact,  that  exact  data  is  not  ob- 

tainable bearing  upon  the  year  of  for- 
mation and  the  officials  of  those  unions. 

In  the  nature  of  things,  the  trend  of 
the  union   movement  was  determined 
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by  the  growth  of  the  particular  indus- 
tries ;  and  it  was  about  1883  that  the 

second  oldest  union  in  the  city,  the 

Cigar  Makers,  was  chartered.  During 

the  immediate  succeeding  years,  the 

Weavers,  the  Shoemakers,  the  Carpen- 
ters, Woodworkers  and  Upholsterers 

were  organized  ;  and  at  that  time,  the 
movement  assumed  a  definite  position 

in  the  annals  of  the  city. 

Some  comment  upon  the  methods  de- 
vised for  securing  unity  of  action  will 

be  opportune  in  this  place.  During  the 
period  indicated,  the  Knights  of  Labor 
was  the  dominant  union  organization 

of  the  nation.  The  strength  of  that  or- 
ganization consisted  in  the  number 

and  membership  of  the  affiliated  bod- 
ies scattered  throughout  the  country. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  work- 

ingmen  of  Jamestown  added  to  the  sta- 
bility of  the  national  organization.  The 

local  union  bodies  were  designated  as 

"Trade"  and  "Mixed"  assemblies.  An 
explanation  of  those  terms  is  necessary 

in  order  to  appreciate  the  constitution 

of  the  general  organization.  It  will  be 

observed  that  in  a  city  of  the  third  class, 

like  Jamestown,  the  population  is  not 
sufficient  to  allow  the  organization  of 

unions  representing  all  the  varied  trades 

of  the  community.  But  it  was  the  gen- 

eral plan  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  to  af- 
ford representation  and  brotherhood  to 

every  workingman.  It  was  for  this  pur- 
pose that  arrangements  were  made  for 

the  organization  of  "  Trade  "  and 
"Mixed"  assemblies.  Thus  in  James- 

town where  there  were  large  numbers 

of  shoemakers,  weavers,  woodworkers 

and  carpenters,  distinctive  bodies  were 

formed,  composed  solely  of  those  fa- 
miliar with  the  particular  branches  of 

business,  known  as  "trade"  assemblies  ; 
while  those  workingmen  whose  num- 

bers were  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the 

formation  of  an  individual  union  were 

banded    together    with    the  so-called 

"mixed"  assemblies.  Thus  when  the 
movement  reached  its  height,  there 
were  one  thousand  members  in  the 

Knights  of  Labor.  Those  individual 

members,  no  less  than  the  trades  enum- 
erated, were  closely  in  touch,  and 

watchful  of  their  mutual  interests.  This 

was  possible  chiefly  because  of  the  fra- 
ternal nature  of  the  Knights  of  Labor. 

A  ritual  was  prescribed  in  the  obligat- 
ing of  members,  and  as  the  password 

was  universal,  admission  in  one  assem- 
bly assured  recognition  in  the  others. 

In  contradistinction  to  the  customs  of 

the  present-day  organizations,  the 

"pass-word"  conduced  to  frecpient  visit- 
ing between  the  members  of  the  several 

assemblies.  Until  other  influences  in- 
terfered, this  led  to  beneficial  results. 

While  the  assemblies  were  formed  for 

the  purpose  of  securing  a  wider  recog- 
nition to  the  American  laborer,  other 

phases  of  life  were  in  no  sense  neglect- 
ed. The  establishment  of  intimate  re- 

lations between  the  members  of  the  as- 

semblies was  a  decided  advantage  from 

an  educational  standpoint.  The  writer 

in  discussing  the  matter  with  some  of 

those  who  were  prominent  in  the  move- 
ment, gleaned  that  the  discussion  of 

economic  questions  was  frequent ; 
prominent  citizens  addressed  the 

Knights  upon  social  problems,  and  oc- 
casional literary  entertainments  added 

to  the  intellectual  side  of  the  movement. 

Those  bodies  afforded  men  whose  con- 

tact with  the  world  had  been  slight,  an 

opportunity  to  express  themselves ;  it 
stimulated  and  inspired  those  seeking 

a  solution  of  the  industrial  problems  in 
their  studies,  and  it  need  occasion  no 

wonderment  that  the  active  participants 
in  this  labor  movement  subsequently 
achieved  recognition  in  other  fields  of 
human  endeavor. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that 

tiie  unity  of  the  local  assemblies  was 
maintained  by  a  method  similar  to  that 
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of  the  present.  The  chartering  of  the 

"trade"  and  "mixed"  assemblies  soon 
led  to  the  formation  of  a  Central  Labor 

Council.  Delegates  were  elected  by  the 

body  to  represent  the  various  assemblies 

and  a  system  of  democracy  was  main- 
tained between  the  organizations.  The 

leading  men  in  the  labor  movement 
were  the  officials  of  the  Council,  and 

hence  the  latter  was  regarded  as  sym- 
bolical of  entire  local  organization.  It 

bore  the  onus  of  the  opponents  and  in 
turn  received  the  commendation  of 

those  who  appreciated  the  beneficial! 
features  of  these  labor  societies.  Tn 

connection  with  the  vital  questions  cen- 
tering around  strikes,  the  members  of 

the  Council  played  an  important  part. 

When  a  particular  assembly  reported  a 

grievance,  a  committee  of  the  Council 

was  appointed  to  investigate  and  confer 
with  employer  and  employed.  If  the 

report  of  this  committee  was  not  favor- 
able to  the  complainants,  and  a  strike 

followed,  the  strikers  would  have  no 

claim  for  financial  benefits  upon  their 
fellows.  This  held  radicalism  in  check  ; 

and,  as  it  is  not  uncommon  when  the  ac- 

credited representatives  of  labor  can  con- 

fer upon  an  equal  plane  with  the  employ- 
ers, differences  were  adjusted  with  be- 

coming rapidity.  Notwithstanding  that 
fact,  there  were  a  few  strikes  during 
the  period  indicated.  The  weavers  were 

out  some  months  in  1886;  and  the  shoe- 
makers were  involved  at  intervals.  But 

as  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  unions  to 

encourage  strikes ;  and  as  the  writer 

does  not  conceive  that  any  commenda- 
ble end  can  be  achieved  by  dwelling 

upon  the  past  differences  between  the 

forces  of  capital  and  labor,  further  com- 
ment upon  these  unhappy  phases  of  the 

movement  would  be  unjudicious. 

Despite  their  numbers,  the  Knights 

of  Labor  as  a  body  did  not  engage  ac- 
tively in  the  political  battles  of  the  city 

and  county.    It  is  of  interest  to  note, 

however,  that  some  success  was  ac- 
corded the  Union  Labor  Party  formed 

in  1886.  Henry  B.  Lammers  was 

elected  to  represent  the  southern  por- 

tion of  the  city  on  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. Subsequent  events  lessened  the 

effectiveness  of  the  union  men  from  an 

industrial  and  political  standpoint  alike. 

The  previous  portions  of  this  article 
have  been  devoted  to  the  movement  in 

Jamestown.  During  the  decade  under 
consideration,  Dunkirk  was  the  only 

other  town  in  the  county  entitled  to  con- 
sideration as  an  industrial  center.  Sim- 

ultaneously with  the  growth  of  the 
movement  in  Jamestown,  two  or  three 
unions  were  chartered  in  Dunkirk.  As 

they  were  constituted  on  the  plan  adopt- 
ed in  her  sister  city,  and  affiliated 

through  a  Central  Labor  Council  with 
the  Knights  of  Labor,  a  consideration 

of  those  features  is  not  necessary. 

The  growth  of  the  union  labor  move- 
ment in  various  portions  of  western 

New  York  led  to  the  formation  of  Dis- 

trict Assemblies  of  the  Knights  of  La- 

bor. The  unions  of  Jamestown,  Dun- 
kirk, Salamanca,  Olean  and  Portville 

were  included  in  the  district  compris- 
ing a  goodly  portion  of  Western  New 

York.  The  meetings  of  these  District 
Assemblies  alternated  between  the  dif- 

ferent towns.  Able  delegates  partici- 
pated in  the  conventions  called  for  the 

purpose  of  devising  ways  and  means 
for  mutual  advancement.  These  assem- 

blies conduced  to  the  broadening  of  the 
horrizon  of  union  men,  and  eliminated 

from  the  local  bodies  those  manifesta- 

tions of  provincial  selfishness  which  les- 
sen the  stability  of  such  movements. 

Remarkable  as  was  the  rise  of  the 

movement  in  the  country,  the  rapidity 

of  its  decline  was  no  less  significant. 
The  chartering  of  the  local  bodies  being 
simultaneous  with  the  marvelous  growth 
of  the  National  Knights  of  Labor,  the 
weakness  of  the  latter  affected  the  affil- 
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iated  unions.  The  decline  of  the  local 

labor  movement  may,  therefore,  be  dat- 

ed from  the  famous  Richmond  Conven- 
tion of  1886.  The  throwing  of  the 

bombs  in  Haymarket  Square  of  Chi- 

cago had  evoked  the  horror  of  the  civi- 

lized world ;  and  when  the  one  thous- 

and delegates  gathered  in  the  Rich- 

mond Labor  Convention,  it  necessitat- 

ed all  the  steadying  power  of  the  con- 
servatives to  forestall  the  passage  of  a 

drastic  resolution  by  the  intensely  radi- 
cal, condemning  the  courts  for  the 

methods  adopted  in  the  trial  of  the  al- 

leged participators  in  the  Haymarket 
riot.  This  and  other  matters  induced 

rancor;  and  when  the  Convention  ad- 

journed, factionalism  had  sounded  the 
death  knell  of  the  once  powerful 

Knights  of  Labor.  In  Chautauqua,  no 
less  than  in  the  other  industrial  centers 

of  the  nation,  each  faction  had  its  par- 
tisans. Nothing  can  be  more  futile  in 

results  than  the  laborer  fighting  his  fel- 
lows. It  must  be  confessed  in  this  con- 

nection, that  the  Republic  was  on  the 

verge  of  that  speculative  era,  during 
which  there  was  more  work  than  work- 

ers. Wages  were  high,  the  demand  for 

production  led  to  a  considerate  grant- 

ing of  the  claims  of  labor,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  a  labor  organization  was  in 

a  measure  obviated.  Thus  the  union 

militant  was  supplanted  by  prosperity 

triumphant.  Within  three  years  after 
the  Richmond  Convention,  few  vestiges 

of  the  Knights  of  Labor  movement  re- 
mained in  the  industrial  towns  of  Chau- 

tauqua County. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  immedi- 
ate achievements  of  the  Knights  of  La- 
bor, friends  and  enemies  will  admit  that 

it  sowed  effectively  the  seed  of  unionism 

throughout  this  Republic.  The  decline 

of  the  Knights  of  Labor  and  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  speculative  bubble  some 

years  later,  were  followed  by  an  extend- 

edperiodof  industrial  depression.  Neith- 

er before  nor  after  the  panic  of  1893  was 

an  opportune  time  for  the  fostering  of  a 

union  labor  movement.  The  working- 
men  of  Chautauqua  were  fully  impressed 

with  the  consequences  of  this  fiscal  ty- 
phoon. During  the  panic  period  the 

Jamestown  Typographical  Union,  and 
possibly  two  other  bodies,  were  the  only 

active  organizations  in  the  county.  At- 

tempts to  revive  the  local  labor  move- 
ment were  not  made  until  the  finances 

of  the  nation  had  been  adjusted,  and 

the  lathes  and  spindles  of  the  county 

had  recommenced  humming  their 

praises  of  the  goddess  of  prosperity. 

A  decade  elapsed  between  the  rapid 

decline  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  and 

the  gradual  revival,  which  culminated 

in  the  present  labor  movement.  During 

the  interval,  the  nation  had  passed 

through  a  period  o>f  financial  stress,  onlv 

to  be  followed  by  an  era  of  unprecedent- 
ed prosperity,  marked  by  a  desire  upon 

the  part  of  capital  and  labor  to  enter 
into  combinations  for  the  preservation 
of  their  distinct  interests.  This  outline 

of  the  second  chapter  in  the  labor  move- 
ment of  the  county  will  follow  the  same 

plan  of  treating  the  organizations  form- 
ed in  Jamestown  as  a  pivot,  and  cen- 

tering the  bodies  in  other  portions  of 

the  county  around  that  industrial  com- 
munity. During  the  period  now  under 

consideration,  Jamestown  had  doubled 

in  population,  and  the  scope  of  her  in- 
dustries had  been  vastly  widened.  With 

a  view  of  securing  a  just  appreciation  of 
the  local  labor  movement,  a  glance  at 

"Industrial  Jamestown"  will  be  timely 
at  this  juncture.  The  writer  has  made 

an  examination  of  volume  eight  of  the 

Census  of  1900  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining the  desired  statistical  matter. 

From  that  study  of  the  situation,  he 

gleaned  that  there  are  one  hundred  sev- 
enty-eight factories  in  the  city  having 

two  hundred  fourteen  proprietors  or 

firm  members.    The  total  capital  invest- 
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ed  is  $8,552,470,  divided  between  land, 

$722,078;  buildings,  $1,110,541  ;  machin- 
ery, $1,787,467;  and  cash,  together  with 

sundries,  $4,932,384.  There  are  three 

hundred  eighty-six  salaried  officials  em- 
ployed, receiving  $474,249  in  wages. 

The  total  number  of  wage  earners  is 

forty-six  hundred  eighty-five,  receiving 

$1,800,192  yearly.  The  thirty-two  hun- 
dred one  men,  over  sixteen  years  of  age, 

employed  in  the  shops  of  the  city  ob- 
tain yearly  in  total  wages,  $1,427,689. 

Twelve  hundred  sixty-eight  women  are 

employed  for  $346,835  in  wages  per  an- 
num. Tt  is  a  matter  for  congratulation 

that  the  influence  of  labor  unions  upon 

the  trend  of  legislation  has  been  such 

that  only  two  hundred  sixteen  children 

under  sixteen  years  of  age,  were  em- 
ployed in  the  mills  of  Jamestown  during 

the  year  that  the  census  was  taken. 

The  latter  received  $25,659  for  their  ser- 
vices. Having  enumerated  the  men 

employed  in  the  city,  and  figures  having 
been  furnished  demonstrating  the 

growth  of  the  capitalistic  interests  of 

the  community,  the  reader  will  naturally 
observe  with  interest  the  results  follow- 

ing the  co-operation  of  capital  and  labor 
in  the  production  of  material  needs. 

The  response  to  those  queries  will  be 
found  in  the  census  tables  stating  that 

$4,096,302  in  raw  materials  is  converted 

into  finished  products  valued  at  $8.- 
218,922  during  the  course  of  a  year  in 
the  factories  of  the  city.  In  other 

words,  capital  furnishes  the  machinery 

and  secures  the  market,  whereby  the 
workingmen  add  one  hundred  per  cent, 

to  every  dollar's  worth  of  raw  material 
brought  into  the  city.  The  growth  of 

the  wood  working  and  textile  enter- 
prises of  Jamestown  and  vicinitv  has 

been  rapid  and  stable.  Rut  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  large  concern  in  the  city 

employing  metal  and  steel  workers,  fur- 
nished the  key  to  the  revival  of  the 

labor  movement,  whose  development 

it  is  our  mission  to  detail  in  the  second- 

ary portions  of  this  article. 
Many  of  those  who  were  active  in  the 

movement  of  1880  remained  in  the  city; 
and  when  the  business  of  ;the  nation 
had  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 

panic,  they  joined  with  several  new- 
comers in  considering  the  feasibility  of 

reorganization.  The  Federation  of  La- 
bor had  now  taken  the  place  of  the 

old  Knights  of  Labor  as  the  national 

union  organization.  Unions  were  be- 

ing rapidly  organized  in  various  por- 
tions of  the  country,  composed  in  par- 

ticular of  the  more  skilled  workingmen. 

and  the  employed  in  Jamestown  gave 

ready  heed  to  the  words  of  those  who 

may  be  termed  "the  reorganizers,"  The 
Art  Metal  Construction  Company  hav- 

ing been  established,  the  Metal  Polish- 
ers Union  was  formed  on  September  26. 

1895.  As  previously  stated,  the  Typo- 

graphical Union  had  retained  its  char- 
ter, and  hence  to  the  Metal  Polishers 

belongs  the  honor  of  forming  the  first 
union  under  the  stimulus  of  the  second 

movement.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  that 

this  body  has  never  participated  in  a 
strike,  whatever  differences  may  have 

occurred  being  settled  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  employer  and  employed. 

Local  No.  66  of  the  Brotherhood  of 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America  was 
chartered  in  1897,  and  with  a  large 

membership  it  has  been  one  of  the  most 

effective  organizations  in  the  city.  The 
Allied  Metal  Mechanics  was  announced 

in  October,  1899;  tne  Woodworkers 
formed  a  union  on  August  26,  1899; 

the  Allied  Metal  Mechanics  or  Black- 

smiths' Helpers  were  unionized  on  Oc- 
tober 21,  1899;  the  large  number  of 

weavers  in  the  city  organized  during 
the  month  of  November,  1899;  the  Steel 
Cabinet  Workers  secured  their  charter 

from  the  International  during  the  same 

year ;  the  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal 

Workers  No.  68  was  formed  in  Septem- 
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ber,  1899,  and  other  tradesmen,  infect- 
ed with  the  opinions  of  their  brothers 

and  impressed  with  the  prestige  attach- 

ing to  the  organizations,  banded  them- 
selves together  in  particular  unions,  and 

that  process  continued  with  zest  for  ful- 
ly three  years.  The  number  of  unions, 

together  with  the  large  membership  of 
skilled  tradesmen,  did  not  fail  to  attract 

public  attention,  and  before  the  arrival 
of  the  centennial  year,  the  people  of 

Chautauqua  County  were  impressed 
with  the  stability  of  this  movement 

upon  the  part  of  the  industrial  classes. 
The  unions  and  their  members  were 

brought  into  touch  with  the  various 

"Internationals,"  and  affiliations  were 
made  with  the  national  officers  of  the 

Federation.  It  was  at  this  time,  that 

measures  were  adopted  to  unify  and 

give  permanency  to  the  work  of  the 
labor  bodies  in  this  city  and  county. 
Those  who  were  active  in  the  move- 

ment felt  the  need  of  a  representative 

central  organization  wherein  the  plans 
for  the  advancement  and  preservation 

of  union  principles  could  be  considered, 

A  call  was  accordingly  issued  for  the 

purpose  of  forming  the  Central  Labor 
Council.  The  organization  of  this 

Council  gave  the  unions  of  the  city  an 
official  place  in  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor.  The  latter  issued  a  charter 

to  the  Jamestown  Central  Labor  Coun- 
cil on  December  16,  1899.  The  Council 

was  composed  of  three  delegates  elect- 
ed yearly  from  the  several  unions  of  the 

city.  Some  consideration  of  the  powers 

and  purposes  of  this  body  will  not  be 

amiss.  It  has  with  frequency  been 
blamed  for  its  commendable  qualities 

and  praised  for  its  faults.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  power  of  this 

body  and  its  jurisdiction  over  the 
unions,  the  writer  has  made  an  exami- 

nation of  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 
In  the  course  of  the  preamble  to  the 
constitution    formulated    in    1899,  we 

read  that  the  Central  Labor  Council  is 

"for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  con- 
centrating the  working  classes  for  their 

mutual  protection,  education  and  ad- 
vancement, and  to  that  end  we  adopt  a 

declaration  of  principles."    The  Labor 
Council  is  the  conservative  factor  in  the 

union    movement    of   this  community. 

The  greatest  evil  that  can  attach  to  a 

labor  body  is  its  power  to  declare  strikes 
for  hasty  and  ill  advised  reasons.  It 
is  the  aim  of  the  Central  Labor  Council 

to  forestall  such  actions  preceding  a 
strike  declaration.     Provision  is  made 

for  the  permanent  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  grievances  and  arbitration, 
and  one  of  the  first  clauses  in  the  con- 

stitution of  the  Council  reads  that  "we 
are  in  favor  of  arbitration  whenever  dif- 

ferences exist  between  employer  and 

employed."    Before  a  strike  can  receive 
the  sanction  and  financial  support  of  the 

unions  represented  in  the  Central  La- 
bor Council,  a  certain  procedure  must 

be  followed.     Section  I  of  Article  10 

of  the  Constitution  provides  as  follows : 

"Before  a  strike  on  the  part  of  a  local 
union,    not    affiliated    with    a  nation- 

al   or    international    organization,  is 

endorsed  by  this  body,  a   full  state- 
ment shall  be  submitted,  showing  what 

efforts   have   been   made   to   effect  a 

conciliation  of  the  question  at  issue. 

The  proper  committee  shall  thereupon 
call  upon  the  employer,  with  a  view 
of  securing  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
the  difficulty.    No  member  of  the  union 

directly    interested    shall    serve  upon 
such  committee.    No  cessation  of  work- 
shall  be  permitted  until  all  efforts  to 
adjust  the  trouble  have  been  exhaust- 

ed." This  is  indicative  of  the  maxim 
that  power  develops  a  sense  of  respon- 

sibility.    John   D.  Buck,  Herman  Er- 
ickson,  Charles   Feather,  O.   C.  Car- 

penter, Frank  Sweet,  J.  Fmil  Carlson, 
and  A.  C.  Kightlinger,  have  been  the 
successive    Presidents   of   the  Central 
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Labor  Council.  The  extent  of  their 

duties  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that 

at  this  writing  there  are  over  fifty  unions 

represented  in  the  Council,  and  fully  two 

thousand  workers  enjoying  the  privi- 
leges of  the  individual  organizations. 

Not  only  has  the  Council  exercised 

a  directing  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the 
labor  unions  of  the  community,  but  it 

has  entered  into  other  phases  of  the  life 

of  the  working  men  and  women  of  the 

city.  Problem  papers  have  been  pre- 
pared ;  on  the  first  meeting  of  each 

month  an  open  session  has  been  de- 
clared for  the  purpose  of  permitting 

public  criticism  and  discussion  of  the 

movement ;  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  debates,  and  candidates  for 

public  office  have  been  called  before  the 

Council  to  define  their  position  on  pend- 
ing issues ;  prominent  speakers  have 

accepted  invitations  to  address  mass 
meetings  to  instruct  those  who  were  not 

familiar  with  the  purposes  of  labor  or- 
ganizations ;  the  importance  of  Labor 

Day  has  been  emphasized ;  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  legislative  bodies  have 

been  memorialized  upon  public  ques- 
tions ;  a  more  rigid  factory  inspection 

has  in  many  cases  been  demanded  by 

the  Council,  and  the  delegates  have 

joined  with  the  authorities  in  endeavor- 
ing to  enforce  the  acts  forbidding  the 

employment  of  children  under  certain 

ages ;  altogether,  the  Council  has  been 
a  powerful  agency  in  impressing  the 

fact  that  reason  is  the  proper  instru- 
ment to  be  employed  in  settling  dis- 

putes of  mankind,  and  that  a  respect  for 
the  civil  authorities  in  a  representative 
government  can  have  no  baneful  effect 
upon  the  union  labor  movement. 

In  addition  to  the  Central  Council, 

the  separate  trade  unions  have  consti- 
tuted advisory  bodies.  The  industries 

of  the  city  are  such  that  there  are  sev- 
eral unions  whose  members  are  em- 

ployed in   the   production   of  textiles. 

These  kindred  unions  are  represented 
in  a  Textile  District  Council,  formed 

on  June  i,  1901.  Five  unions  are  repre- 
sented in  this  Council  with  a  total  of 

twenty-five  delegates.  This  Council  ad- 
vises the  local  bodies ;  it  has  no  power  to 

declare  a  strike,  and  its  chief  purpose 
is  to  minister  to  the  advancement  of 

the  textile  workers  of  the  community 

through  reason  and  conciliation.  Like- 
wise there  is  a  body  whose  official  title 

is  the  Building  Trades'  Council  of 
Jamestown  and  vicinity.  Three  dele- 

gates are  allowed  from  each  affiliated 
union,  and  the  function  of  the  Council 

is  not  different  from  that  of  the  advisory 

body  of  the  Textile  Workers. 

The  growth  of  the  labor  movement 

in  this  vicinity  emphasized  the  need  for 
a  labor  press.  While  the  papers  of  this 

section  gave  the  organizations  such  at- 
tention as  was  warranted  from  a  news 

standpoint,  the  need  of  an  organ  to 

print  arguments  and  data  pertaining  to 

the  movement,  was  felt.  The  first  sug- 
gestion of  a  labor  paper  grew  out  of 

the  preparation  of  a  series  of  articles 
upon  the  feasibility  of  the  eight  hour 

day,  for  the  Carpenters  and  Joiners 
Union.  The  matter  being  taken  into 

consideration,  the  Jamestown  Union 
Labor  Advocate  appeared  on  April  20, 

1  goo.  Elmer  E.  Sprague  was  the  pro- 
prietor and  Ernest  Cawcrcoft,  the  editor 

of  the  publication.  The  latter,  in  an 

editorial  dwelling  upon  the  "Aim  and 
Function  of  the  Advocate,"  summar- 

ized the  purpose  of  this  eight  page 

weekly  as  follows:  "In  so  far  as  the 
unions  of  this  city  cultivate  a  friend- 

ship for  capital,  rather  than  hatred  ;  in 

so  far  as  labor  and  capital  co-operate 
on  a  just  basis  for  the  satisfaction  of 
human  needs  ;  and  to  such  an  extent  as 

each  recognizes  the  rights  of  the  other, 

there  will  be  peace.  It  is  not  the  pur- 

pose of  The  Advocate  to  stimulate  at- 
tacks upon  capital,  nor  is  it  the  function 
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of  any  labor  paper  to  decry  the  legiti- 
mate employment  of  property  rights. 

Rather  should  labor  and  capital  learn 
that  their  ends  will  be  best  served  by  the 

cultivation  of  mutual  respect.  If  war 

between  capital  and  labor  implies  the 

destruction  of  industry,  then  as  a  cor- 

ollary, it  is  evident  that  peace  will  con- 
duce to  the  satisfaction  of  human  wants. 

It  is  the  intention  of  The  Advocate  to 

defend  the  rights  of  the  worker ;  not  at 

the  expense  of  the  capitalist ;  but  in  the 
belief  that  their  interests  are  reciprocal 

and  their  rights  co-extensive."  What- 
ever dispute  there  may  be  with  refer- 
ence to  the  union  organizations  and 

their  alleged  mistakes,  the  writer  is  con- 
vinced that  in  so  far  as  the  men  have 

adhered  to  the  dictum  in  the  first  issue 

of  The  Advocate,  they  have  been  better 

citizens  and  fitter  representatives  of  or- 
ganized labor.  In  the  course  of  the 

past  three  years,  The  Advocate  has  been 

designated  as  the  official  organ  of  the 
Central  Labor  Councils  of  Jamestown, 
Dunkirk  and  Silver  Creek.  During  that 

period  Harry  Mills  has  acted  with  effi- 
ciency as  the  manager  of  the  paper. 

The  Woman's  Label  League  Journal 
was  the  second  labor  publication  issued 

in  Jamestown.  It  appeared  in  May, 

1902,  with  Mrs.  Julia  C.  Flewellyn  of 
Lockport  as  the  editor.  The  Journal  is 

in  the  nature  of  a  monthly  magazine ; 

it  portrays  the  efforts  of  the  women  of 
the  country  to  add  to  the  demand  for 

union  made  goods;  and  in  1903,  it  was 

selected  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Wo- 

man's International  Label  League. 
Insufficient  attention  has  been  given 

to  the  female  workers  in  the  labor 

movements  of  the  past  generation.  But 

the  advancing  cause  of  womankind, 
combined  with  the  tendency  of  women 

to  enter  into  competition  with  men  in 

many  lines  of  industry,  forced  that  fac- 
tor upon  the  consideration  of  the  union 

leaders.     It  is  fortunate,  indeed,  that 

in  Chautauqua  County  as  elsewhere, 

many  of  the  women  have  volunteered 
to  aid  their  husbands  and  brothers  in 

the  battle  for  industrial  supremacy.  Al- 

though the  Textile  and  other  unions  ad- 
mitted women  to  membership  upon  the 

same  conditions  as  men,  it  was  not  un- 

til January  of  1902,  that  the  first  Wo- 

man's Union  Label  League  was  formed 
in  the  city.  This  organization  was  receiv- 

ed with  such  favor  that  it  was  necessary 

subsequently  to  form  a  similar  body, 

composed  of  women  as  active,  but  per- 
mitting union  men  to  hold  honorary 

membership.  Women  who  join  those 

leagues  are  obligated  to  aid  in  further- 
ing the  demand  for  materials  possessing 

the  union  label, and  it  is  understood  that 

the  body  will  discourage  the  production 

of  lar^e  quantities  of  goods  at  the  ex- 
pense of  quality.  The  local  bodies  are 

affiliated  with  the  International  League, 

and  hence  the  sympathies  of  the  for- 
mer are  enlisted  directly  in  the  abolition 

of  the  sweat  shop ;  together  with  other 
conditions  that  reduce  the  industrial 

life  of  a  large  number  in  the  great  cities 

to  a  plane  of  beastliness.  The  forma- 
tion of  these  Label  Leagues  introduced 

another  element  into  the  labor  move- 

ment of  Jamestown — that  of  sociability. 
In  the  years  past,  the  ordinary  union 
has  been  regarded  as  an  instrument 

merely  for  exacting  higher  wages,  or 

as  a  body  for  prospective  political  ac- 

tion. But  the  coming  of  the  Woman's 
Label  League  tended  to  make  the  ad- 

herence to  unionism  "a  family  affair." 
Thus  the  members  of  the  League  fre- 

quently arrange  dances,  literary  enter- 
tainments and  suppers,  to  which  the 

union  men  are  invited.  These  affairs, 
combined  with  the  annual  ball  of  the 

Central  Labor  Council  and  similar  social 

events,  evoke  promptings  other  than 
selfishness  in  the  breasts  of  those  who 

are  concerned  in  the  labor  movement 

of  Chautauqua  County.    The  introduc- 
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tion  of  women  into  the  labor  movement 

has,  as  in  other  phases  of  our  national 

existence,  had  an  altogether  beneficial 
effect. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem  and  despite 

the  preponderence  of  men  in  the  ranks, 

it  was  through  women  that  the  first  la- 
bor convention  was  held  in  Jamestown. 

Since  1900  the  organization  of  Label 

Leagues  has  been  rapid,  and  that  re- 

sulted in  a  suggestion  that  a  conven- 
tion should  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 

forming  a  state  organization.  The  two 

Jamestown  Leagues  commended  that 

plan,  issuing  an  invitation  to  those  in- 
terested to  meet  in  the  city.  There  was 

a  ready  response  to  the  call,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 29,  1903,  the  first  session  of  the 

convention  was  held  in  the  City  Hall. 

Mrs.  Julia  C.  Flewellyn  of  Lockport 
called  the  hundred  or  more  delegates 
to  order;  and  after  some  consideration, 

a  State  Label  League  was  formed.  The 
convention  remained  in  session  through 

the  evening  of  the  second  day.  On  Jan- 
uary 30  there  was  a  mass  meeting  in 

the  City  Hall.  Prominent  local  speak- 
ers as  well  as  many  of  those  interested 

directly  in  the  leagues  addressed  the 

gathering.  Responding  to  an  invita- 
tion, President  Samuel  Gompers  of  the 

American  Federation  of  Labor  jour- 
neyed to  this  city,  and  it  was  his  inten- 

tion to  participate  actively  in  the  second 

day's  work  of  the  convention.  He  re- 
ceived a  telegram,  however,  announcing 

the  death  of  his  son,  and  in  consequence 
at  the  mass  meeting,  he  was  excused 

from  delivering  an  address,  contenting 
himself  with  thanking  his  auditors  for 

their  hearty  expressions  of  sympathy. 
Having  unionized  the  principal 

tradesmen  of  the  city,  those  bodies  hav- 
ing been  in  turn  unified  in  a  Central 

Labor  Council,  backed  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  with  one-half 
of  all  and  three-fourths  of  the  skilled 

workingmen  of  the  city,  affiliated  with 

some  union  organization,  a  query  with 
reference  to  the  strikes  following  that 
condition  will  arise  in  the  minds  of 

many  readers.  At  the  time  of  this  writ- 
ing, it  is  eight  years  since  the  first  labor 

organization,  under  the  second  move- 
ment, was  chartered.  That  there  have 

been  but  three  strikes  of  any  conse- 
quence during  that  interval,  confirms  the 

declaration  that  the  Central  Labor 

Council  forestalls  hasty  action  upon  the 

part  of  those  with  a  real  or  fancied 

grievance.  Whether  or  no,  these  con- 
tests between  capital  and  labor  have 

been  justified,  need  not  be  discussed 

here  ;  but  attention  is  called  to  the  es- 
sential significance  of  the  fact  that  in 

eight  years,  among  more  than  forty 
unions  having  a  membership  in  excess 
of  two  thousand,  there  have  been  only 

three  strikes  worthy  of  consideration. 

It  is  under  these  circumstances,  there- 

fore, not  with  a  desire  to  revive  ani- 
mosities, that  a  statement  of  the  main 

facts  involved  in  these  controversies  is 

warranted. 

Because  of  the  fame  of  Chautauqua 

as  a  region  of  summer  resorts,  and  the 
attendant  circumstances,  the  strike  on 

the  lines  of  the  Jamestown  Street  Rail- 

way Company  attracted  more  attention 
in  various  portions  of  the  country,  than 

anv  other  labor  dispute  within  the  an- 
nals of  the  community.  Division  No. 

188  of  the  Amalgamated  Association  of 

Street  Railway  Employes  was  organ- 

ized in  this  city  May  15,  1901.  The  As- 
sociation has  a  membership  of  fifty-six, 

practically  every  man  employed  on  the 
trolley  lines  of  the  city  and  vicinity. 
The  strike  of  this  union  went  into  effect 

on  Memorial  Day  of  1901.  There  has 
been  some  difference  of  opinion  relative 

to  the  events  immediately  preceding- 
this  strike  declaration.  But  the  dispute 

existing  between  the  officials  of  the 

company  and  the  men,  together  with  the 

attempts  to  effect  a  settlement,  were  in- 
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vestigated  by  an  agent  of  the  New  York 

State  Department  of  Labor.  The  writ- 
er has  deemed  it  judicious  to  reprint 

the  following  statement  as  it  appeared 

in  the  report  of  the  State  Department 

of  Labor  for  the  year  ending  with  1901  : 

"The  discharge  of  three  employes  by 

the  Jamestown  Street  Railway  Com- 

pany was  the  cause  of  a  strike  against 

that  firm  on  May  30th  by  about  sixty 
motormen  and  conductors,  members  of 

Division  No.  188,  Amalgamated  Asso- 
ciation of  Street  Railway  Employes. 

The  strikers  claimed  that  the  three  men 

were  discharged  because  of  their  mem- 
bership in  the  union  and  demanded  their 

reinstatement,  while  the  company  al- 
leged that  their  dismissal  was  due  solely 

to  violation  of  the  company's  rules  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  their  connection 

with  the  association,  and  refused  to  re- 

employ them. 

"On  June  1st  the  officials  of  the  com- 
pany issued  an  ultimatum  to  the  men, 

informing  them  that  the  places  of  all 

who  did  not  return  to  work  on  or  be- 

fore July  4th  would  be  permanently 
filled.  None  of  the  strikers,  however, 

had  appeared  for  employment  on  that 

day.  On  the  5th  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  authorized  the  Mayor  to  ao- 
point  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 

bringing  about  a  settlement  of  the 
strike,  which  committee  was  appointed, 

and  included  Mayor  J.  Emil  Johnson, 

Hon.  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  Prof.  R.  R. 

Rogers,  Rev.  W.  P.  Hellings,  Judge 

Carey  D.Davie  and  City  Treasurer  John 

B.  Shaw.  Having  investigated  the  situ- 
ation, this  committee  drew  up  recom- 

mendations, being  assisted  therein  by  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Mediation 

and  Arbitration,  who  reached  James- 

town on  July  10th.  These  recommenda- 
tions contained  the  terms  which  the 

committee  had  secured  from  the  railway 

company  and  the  men  were  urged  to  ac- 

cept them.    The  terms  thus  offered  in- 

cluded full  recognition  of  the  right  of 

the  men  to  join  the  union,  and  a  prom- 
ise to  re-employ  all  those  on  strike  as 

fast  as  possible,  except  the  three  men 

originally  discharged.  A  full  meeting 
of  the  men,  to  which  the  committee 

presented  its  report,  unanimously  re- 
jected its  recommendations,  the  strikers 

insisting  that  all  men  must  be  taken 
back  at  the  same  time. 

"July  26th  the  representatives  of  the 
Board    of    Arbitration    again  visited 

Jamestown  and  by  request  of  a  commit- 
tee from  the  union  and  the  Third  Vice 

President  of  the  American  Federation 

of  Labor  arranged  a  conference  between 

those  parties,  the  President  of  the  Street 

Railway  Company  and  himself.  This 
conference,  at  which  the  situation  was 

again  reviewed  in  detail,  served  to  make 

clear  the  company's  willingness  to  re- 
employ without  discrimination  any  of 

the  strikers  whose  service  had  been  sat- 

isfactory in  the  past,  but  at  the  same 

time  showed  their  determination  to  con- 

sider no  proposal  involving  the  dismis- 
sal of  their  present  employes  in  order 

to   make   places   for   those   who  had 
struck.    The  conference  resulted  also  in 

a   meeting-   subsequently   between  the 

company's  President  and  the  National 
President  of  the  Amalgamated  Associa- 

tion of  Street  Railway  Employes,  but 

this  meeting  proved  fruitless.    At  the 
close  of  the  official  year,  September 

30th,  there  had  been  no  settlement  of 
this  dispute.    About  a  month  after  the 
strike  began  the  company  had  secured 
a  full  force  of  employes  and  continued 

to  operate  its  lines  regularly  thereafter. 

The  strike  was  still  nominally  main- 
tained by  the  union,  however,  the  fight 

being  conducted  in  the  form  of  a  boy- 

cott especially  of  the  company's  lins 
running  to  points  of  summer  resort  on 

Lake  Chautauqua." It  will  be  observed,  of  course,  by  the 

reader  that  at  the  time  the  above  quot- 
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ed  report  was  prepared,  the  strike  had 
not  terminated.  The  effect  of  the  con- 

troversy on  the  business  of  Jamestown 

and  Chautauqua  Lake,  however,  was 

such  that  both  sides  were  urged  con- 
stantly by  disinterested  parties  to  reach 

an  agreement.  Considerable  obduracy 
was  manifested,  but  on  the  evening  of 

April  13,  1902,  a  conference  was  held 
between  an  official  of  the  National  Or- 

ganization and  the  President  of  the 

Jamestown  Street  Railway  Company, 

wherein  the  difficulty  was  adjusted. 
The  settlement  was  in  the  nature  of  a 

compromise,  the  corporation  agreeing 

to  gradually  re-employ  the  strikers  and 
increase  the  wages  of  the  men.  The 

termination  of  this  strike,  ten  and  one- 
half  months  after  its  inauguration,  was 

one  of  the  happiest  events  in  the  indus- 
trial history  of  Chautauqua  County. 

One  of  the  longest  labor  difficulties  in 

Jamestown  was  instituted  by  the  Plumb- 

ers' Local,  No.  232.  The  latter  was 
formed  on  December  12,  1901,  and  at 

that  time  the  plumbers  of  the  city  were 

working  ten  hours  a  day,  receiving  two 
dollars  and  a  half  for  such  services. 

During  the  latter  portion  of  the  year,  a 
demand  was  made  for  a  nine  hour  day 

with  three  dollars  as  the  wage  scale. 
The  Master  Plumbers  declined  to  grant 
those  demands,  and  the  strike  continued 

for  a  period  of  thirteen  months.  The 

concessions  were  finally  made,  however, 
and  since  that  time  the  relations  be- 

tween the  masters  and  their  men  have 
been  harmonious. 

Before  concluding  this  statement,  ref- 
erence must  be  made  to  the  trouble 

which  ensued  between  those  employed 
in  certain  departments  of  the  mills  of 

Hall  &  Company,  and  the  owners  of 

that  corporation.  During  the  early 

months  of  the  year  1900,  the  spinners 
demanded  a  slight  increase  in  wages ; 
the  refusal  of  those  demands  was  fol- 

lowed by  a  strike,  and  thereupon,  in 

April  of  that  year,  the  Weavers  went 

out  in  sympathy  with  the  former.  The 
Weavers  formed  a  strong  organization 

in  1899,  and  hence  they  were  prepared 
to  conduct  a  vigorous  campaign.  Early 

in  the  strike  attempts  to  effect  a  settle- 

ment were  made,  but  nothing  was  ac- 
tually accomplished  until  ten  months 

later,  when  an  official  of  the  Interna- 

tional succeeded  in  reaching  an  agree- 
ment. It  was  one  of  those  beneficial 

compromises,  which  have  marked  the 

pathway  of  organized  labor.  A  nine 

and  one-half  hour  day  was  granted,  and 
such  was  the  influence  of  that  action 

that  a  similar  concession  was  made  to 

all  those  employed  in  the  textile  mills  of 
Jamestown  and  Falconer.  In  this,  as  in 
other  difficulties,  the  contest  was  loner 

but  the  ultimate  settlements  impressed 
upon  the  labor  leaders  that  consiliation 

is  advisable  and  caused  the  employer 
to  realize  that  arbitration  is  feasible  in 

the  maintenance  of  agreeable  relations 
between  man  and  man. 

One  of  the  most  notable  labor  con- 

troversies in  the  county  occurred  in  the 

fall  of  1901  and  winter  of  1902.  The 

October  Grand  Jury  that  year  indicted 
George  M.  Guntner  for  the  crime  of 

being  a  public  nuisance  and  for  violat- 

ing section  435  of  the  Penal  Code  by 
circula/ting  false  rumors  designed  to 

effect  the  securities  of  manufacturing 

plants  in  the  City  of  Jamestown.  Gunt- 
ner was  the  organizer  of  the  Amalga- 

mated Association  of  Woodworkers  of 

America  and  the  agitation  which  he  con- 
ducted in  Jamestown  resulted  in  the  in- 

dictments mentioned.  Guntner  was  ar- 

raigned in  the  Supreme  Court  before 

Justice  Lambert  where  he  pleaded  "not 

guilty." 

The  case  was  sent  to  the  county  court 

for  trial,  permission  having  been  grant- 

ed Guntner's  counsel  to  demur  to  the  in 
dictments.    So  much  interest  was  creat- 

ed by  the  case  and  so  vital  did  it  appear 
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to  the  interest  of  organized  labor  that 
Thomas  L.  Kidd  of  Chicago,  a  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Federation 

of  Labor,  personally  came  to  James- 
town and  took  charge  of  the  case.  He 

retained  Frank  H.  Mott  to  defend 

Guntner  and  placed  in  the  County 

Treasury  six  hundred  dollars,  in  cash, 
in  lieu  of  bail. 

At  the  November  term  of  County 
Court  Mr.  Mott  filed  a  demurer  to  each 

of  the  indictments  and  argued  that  the 

facts  alleged,  if  true,  did  not  constitute 

a  crime.  After  many  delays  the  demur- 
ers  were  finally  argued  by  Mr.  Mott  and 
the  Honorable  Eleazer  Green,  the  Dis- 

trict Attorney  of  the  county.  The  coun- 
sel submitted  elaborate  briefs  and  after 

a  careful  consideration  of  the  arguments 

and  the  law,  Jud°;e  Fisher  sustained  the 

demurer  to  the  "public  nuisance"  count 
and  dismissed  the  indictment.  He  sus- 

tained the  indictment  for  circulating 

false  rumors  on  the  ground  that  it  ac- 
tually alleged  that  a  crime  had  been 

committed. 

At  the  February,  1902,  term  of  the 

County  Court,  the  defendant  appeared 
and  through  his  counsel  announced  that 

he  was  ready  to  proceed  to  the  trial  of 

the  case  based  upon  the  violation  of 

Section  435  of  the  Penal  Code.  District 
Attorney  Green  stated  that  the  people 

were  not  ready  for  the  trial  and  that  in 

view  of  many  peculiar  complications  in 

the  case,  he  would  not  oppose  the  dis- 
missal of  the  indictment.  Upon  this 

statement  and  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Mott 
that  the  case  be  tried  or  the  indictment 

be  dismissed,  Judge  Fisher  dismissed 

the  indictment  and  ordered  the  dis- 

charge of  Mr.  Guntner.  However  dis- 
agreeably the  personality  and  tactics  of 

Mr.  Guntner  may  have  appealed  to 
many  within  and  without  the  unions, 

the  Anglo-Saxon  sense  of  fair  treatment 
was  plainly  outraged  by  this  indictment. 
The  friends  of  organized  labor  and  the 

champions  of  personal  liberty  through- 
out the  country  realized  that  the  con- 

viction of  Mr.  Guntner  would  consti- 
tute a  serious  blow  to  the  masses  of  the 

people.  The  interpretation  of  the  stat- 
ute as  implied  in  the  peculiar  nature  of 

the  indictment  was  regarded  as  unpre- 
cedented; and  the  prominent  leaders 

of  the  legal  profession,  in  common  with 
the  Metropolitan  press,  discussed  the 

possible  conviction  with  vigor,  and  the 
results  of  such  action  upon  the  future 

of  American  labor  organizations,  with 
incisiveness. 

The  reader  must  not  have  inferred 

from  this  extended  summary  that  the 

organized  labor  movement  of  the  coun- 

ty has  centered  entirely  in  one  com- 
munity. In  common  with  Jamestown, 

the  movement  has  played  an  important 

part  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  city  lo- 
cated on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie.  Any 

mention  of  Dunkirk  from  an  industrial 

standpoint  calls  to  the  mind  of  the  read- 
er the  extensive  plant  of  the  American 

Locomotive  Company.  The  engines 
constructed  in  Dunkirk  are  employed 

in  transporting  the  furniture  and  tex- 
tiles which  have  given  Jamestown  a 

commercial  prestige  in  the  cities  of  this 
and  the  Old  World.  Because  of  the 

smaller  population,  and  the  segrega- 
tion of  industries,  there  are  fewer  manu- 

facturing establishments  in  Dunkirk 

than  Jamestown.  Those  in  the  former 

are  no  less  important,  however,  and  a 

brief  resume  of  their  operations  will  add 
to  the  value  of  this  sketch.  According 

to  the  census  returns  of  1900  there  are 

eighty-six  plants  in  Dunkirk,  owned  by 

eighty-nine  firm  members.  Over  four 
million  dollars  in  capital  is  necessitated 

in  giving  employment  to  twenty-six 
hundred  fifteen  wage  earners.  The  to- 

tal amount  paid  in  wages  is  $1,^74,017. 

and  twenty-four  hundred  forty-nine  per- 
sons, over  sixteen  years  of  acfe,  receive 

$1,338,683  of  that  sum  total.    The  na- 
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ture  of  the  industries  is  such  that  the 

employment  of  women  and  children  is 

not  possible  upon  a  large  scale.  The 
cost  of  the  raw  supplies  is  $3,084,197 

yearly,  and  the  products  of  the  toil  are 

$5,393,053  in  finished  materials. 
The  labor  movement  reached  its  max- 

imum strength  in  Dunkirk  during  the 

year  1903.  The  principal  tradesmen  of 

the  city  have  been  organized,  many  of 
them  for  several  years.  While  there 
has  been  no  direct  coalition  between  the 

labor  organizations  of  the  county,  they 
have  not  failed  to  manifest  the  mutuality 
of  their  interests  in  times  of  stress.  The 

unity  of  the  Dunkirk  unions  is  secured 

by  a  method  similar  to  that  of  James- 
town. There  is  a  Central  Labor  Coun- 

cil and  the  other  advisory  bodies  pecul- 
iar to  the  movement.  The  city  has  been 

singularly  fortunate  in  being  freed  from 
labor  difficulties  on  an  extensive  scale. 

Conciliation  is  resorted  to  in  the  larger 

establishments,  and  despite  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  foreign  population,  the 

disputes  that  have  occurred  have  not 
been  marked  by  actions  which  are  at 
once  the  dishonor  and  menace  of  the 

union  movement,  in  a  land  where  the 

ballot  has  never  failed  to  afford  reme- 
dial legislation. 

Organization  has  taken  root  in  the 
smaller  communities  of  the  county. 
Over  on  the  North  Shore,  Silver  Creek 

is  located,  with  twenty -seven  thriving 
factories,  employing  three  hundred  men. 
Six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
of  invested  capital,  one  hundred  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  wages  yearly,  and 

finished  products  valued  at  five  hundred 

fifty  thousand  dollars,  is  the  story  in 
brief  of  the  industrial  life  of  Silver  Creek 

during  the  course  of  a  normal  year. 

The  active  spirits  in  that  town  have  suc- 
ceeded in  organizing  the  carpenters, 

machinists  and  retail  clerks.  There  is 
a  Central  Labor  Council  in  existence 

at  this  writing,  and  the  other  organiza- 

tions which  tend  to  give  stability  to 

unionism.  A  dispute,  which  involved 

a  lage  number  in  several  of  the  fac- 
tories of  the  town,  has  been  the  only 

serious  difficulty  between  the  proprie- 
tors and  the  unions  in  Silver  Creek. 

Those  who  have  followed  this  chron- 
icle will  have  observed  that  but  half  of 

those  employed  in  the  shops  of  the 
county  have  affiliated  with  labor  unions. 

In  the  presence  of  those  who  were  dwel- 
ling somewhat  extravagantly  upon  the 

size  of  the  movement,  others  have 

been  inclined  to  doubt  the  power  of 

these  bodies  in  effecting  results  advan- 
tageous to  the  workers.  But  the  latter 

should  bear  in  mind  three  facts :  First, 
that  the  division  between  union  and 

non-union  men  does  not  imply  that  the 

greater  portion  of  the  latter  would  as- 
sume a  position  detrimental  to  their 

fellows  ;  secondly,  that  lack  of  member- 
ship in  a  union  is  not  indicative  of  a 

disbelief  in  the  cardinal  principles  of 

unionism ;  and  thirdly,  that  just  as  a 

squad  of  policemen  will  disperse  an  un- 
trained mob,  and  a  regiment  of  soldiers 

will  rout  an  army  of  recruits,  it  follows 
that  any  body  of  workingmen  acting 
as  a  unit,  will  be  far  more  influential  in 

industrial  affairs  than  their  unorganized 
fellows.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact,  that 

the  greater  proportion  of  skilled  work- 
ingmen are  union  members,  and  thus, 

because  of  the  complexity  of  modern 

enterprises,  they  are  the  determining 
factors  in  any  acute  situation. 

The  writer  has  no  caveat  to  enumer- 

ate the  rightful,  or  palliate  the  ques- 
tionable actions  of  organized  labor  in 

Chautauqua  County.  He  is  convinced 
that  only  in  so  far  as  labor  unions  have 

respected  the  rights  of  others  have  they 

gained  in  substantial  prestige ;  and  sole- 
ly as  they  maintain  the  latter  will  their 

influence  in  industrial  affairs  remain 

upon  a  basis  of  stability.  "Liberty," 
said  Judge  Earl  in  a  paragraph  that 
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should  be  remembered  by  those  whose 

enthusiasm  may  lead  them  to  infringe 

on  the  immunities  of  others,  "in  its 
broad  sense  as  understood  in  this  coun- 

try, means  the  right,  not  only  of  free- 
dom from  actual  servitude,  imprison- 
ment or  restraint,  but  the  right  of  one  to 

use  his  faculties  in.  all  lawful  ways,  to 
live  and  work  where  he  will,  to  earn  his 

livelihood  in  any  lawful  calling,  and  to 

pursue  any  lawful  trade  or  avocation. 
All  laws,  therefore,  which  impair  or 

trammel  these  rights,  which  limit  one  in 

his  choice  of  a  trade  or  profession,  or 

confine  him  to  work  or  live  in  a  speci- 
fied locality,  or  exclude  him  from  his 

own  house,  or  restrain  his  otherwise 

lawful  movements,  are  infringements 

upon  his  fundamental  rights  of  liberty, 

which  are  under  constitutional  protec- 

tion." One  condition  which  many  of  the 

critics  have  overlooked,  is,  that  the  lo- 

cal labor  organizations  are  composed 
of  human  beings.  We  may  declare  that 

they  have  made  mistakes  ;  this  must  be 

granted  by  friend  and  foe  alike,  but 

when  have  organizations  risen  above 
the  character  of  their  individual  mem- 

bers ?  We  may  assert  that  they  have 
at  times  been  animated  bv  prejudice  in 

the  conduct  of  their  relations  with  capi- 
tal ;  none  will  admit  that  more  than  the 

judicious  leaders  ;but  why  should  we  ex- 
pect that  union  men,  more  than  the 

rest  of  the  race,  should  be  free  from  the 

frailties  of  human  passions?  Despite 
their  mistakes,  notwithstanding  their 

errors  of  judgment  and  admitting  the 
occasional  existence  of  prejudice,  the 

writer  as  an  outsider  is  prepared  to  re- 
iterate that  the  labor  movement  has 

elevated  the  tone  of  citizenship.  Nor  is 

this  a  matter  for  surprise.  Whenever 

men  reach  that  stage  of  mental  devel- 
opment that  they  unite  for  achievement ; 

whenever  they  manifest  a  desire  to  form 

mutual  bands  for  the  discussion  of  com- 

mon purposes  ;  and  whenever  they  per- 
ceive that  legal  combinations  of  capital 

must  be  met  by  legitimate  organizations 

of  labor,  the  ensuing  feeling  of  respon- 
sibility has  enhanced  their  conception  of 

the  privileges  and  obligations  of  Ameri- 
can citizenship.  Just  as  the  unlettered 

of  the  middle  ages  demanded  freedom, 

and  the  lettered  of  later  generations 

broadened  the  sphere  of  liberty  in  An- 

glo-Saxon life,  so  a  generous  recogni- 
tion of  the  function  of  organized  labor 

in  the  economic  existence  of  the  Repub- 
lic, will  tend  to  eradicate  those  elements 

which  have  cast  disrepute  upon  the 
union  movement.  This  has  been  a 

chronicle  chiefly  of  measures,  not  men. 

Because  of  the  unsatisfactory,  or  non- 

existant  records,  coupled  with  a  con- 

sequent inability  to  mete  a  due  de- 
gree of  commendation  to  the  several 

leaders,  little  mention  has  been  made  of 
those  who  were  active  in  the  work  of 

organization.  Let  the  movement  rise 

upon  its  rights  ;  let  it  be  wrecked  be- 
cause of  its  wrongs.  The  true  measure 

of  the  labor  movement  must  be  taken, 

not  by  the  blind  following  of  personali- 
ties, but  by  the  adherence  of  the  mem- 

bershio  to  principles.  In  so  far  as  this 

movement  had  aided  rightfully  in  light- 
ening the  toil  of  human  beings,  and 

whenever  it  had  enabled  any  body  of 

men  to  share  in  the  prosperity  hitherto 

unparalleled  ii.  the  history  of  the  na- 
tion, its  mission  has  been  fulfilled  and 

the  activity  of  the  members  has  not  been 

inopportune. 
July  i,  1903. 



THE  GRAPE  INDUSTRY. 

BY  G.  E.  RYCKMAN. 

G.  E.  RV  PUMAS 

Grape  growing  is  one  of 
the  oldest  industries  known 

to  man.  The  delicious  flavor 
of  the  fruit  has  tickled  the 

palates  of  the  people  of  the 

earliest  ages  recorded  in  his- 
tory. Vine  culture  has  been 

contemporaneous  with  civili- 

zation and  we  are  told  "fol- 
lowing it  from  country  to 

country  and  progressing  with  it."  The 
writer  having  had  some  experience  as 

a  horticulturist,  has  promised  to  pre- 

pare an  account  of  the  growth  and  de- 

velopment of  the  industry  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  this  account  is  hereby  given,  not 

in  polished  phrases  and  well  rounded 
sentences,  but  in  the  plain  and  homely 

language  of  every  day  life.  And  if,  in 

succeeding  pages,  any  mistakes  are  not- 
ed, it  is  hoped  the  public  will  appreciate 

the  fact  that  few  obtain  perfection,  and 

that  in  an  article  of  the  scope  and  char- 
acter of  this,  errors  of  more  or  less 

importance  must  necessarily  creep  in. 

Although  grapes  have  been  cultivated 
and  cared  for  ever  since  the  dawn  of 

civilization,  it  was  not  until  a  compara- 
tively recent  period  that  vine  culture 

on  a  large  scale  was  undertaken  in  this 

county.    Indeed  there  are  many  living 

today  who  can  remember  when  the  first 
vineyards  were  planted  in  Chautauqua 

County,  and  when  grape  growing  was 
in  its  infancy. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between 

the  varieties  of  grapes  grown  in  the 
Eastern  Hemisphere  and  those  grown 
in  our  own  favored  land,  and  the  delay 
in  the  introduction  of  the  fruit  into 

this  country  was  doubtless  due  in  a 

large  degree  to  the  efforts  of  the  hor- 
ticulturists to  transplant  the  vines  from 

foreign  soils,  efforts  which  invariably 
were  unsuccessful,  and  which  resulted 
in  loss  of  time  and  loss  of  money.  It 

took  upwards  of  two  centuries  for  po- 

mologists  to  discover  that  foreign  var- 
ieties would  not  thrive  in  our  climate, 

but  when  this  lesson  was  finally  thor- 
oughly learned,  attention  was  turned 

to  the  improvement  of  the  native  spe- 
cies of  vine,  and  in  course  of  time  num- 

erous choice  and  desirable  varieties  were 

developed,  and  a  new  industry  was  firm- 
ly established  in  America. 
It  is  unfortunate  of  course  that  the 

fine  flavored  grapes  of  Europe  cannot 

be  successfully  cultivated  in  America, 

but,  nevertheless,  we  can  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  fact  that  the  American 

grape  is  in  many  respects  superior  to 
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the  European  importation,  and  that  on 
the  whole  we  lose  nothing  by  the 

change.  Those  who  first  undertook  the 
task  of  improving  our  native  varieties 
in  this  country  builded  better  than  they 

knew,  as  the  thousands  of  acres  of  vine- 
yards in  America  will  bear  witness,  and 

though  the  names  of  these  men  have 

long  been  forgotten,  we  must  do  honor 
to  their  memory  for  they  were  the 

pioneers  of  the  grape  industry. 
The  earlier  settlers  of  Chautauqua 

County  knew  little  or  nothing  about 

grape  growing.  They  were  too  busy  in 
clearing  the  land  and  engaging  in  the 

DEACON  ELIJAH  FA  Y. 
He  planted  the  first  grape  vines  in  Chautauqua  County. 

numerous  avocations  incidental  to  pion- 
eer life  to  devote  much  attention  to 

horticulture,  if  indeed  there  had  been 

any  incentive  to  do  so,  which  assuredly 
there  was  not,  so  far  as  grape  growing 
was  concerned.  However,  in  the  year 

181 1  Deacon  Elijah  Fay  came  to  the 
Town  of  Portland  from  Southborough. 
Massachusetts,  and  located  at  Salem 

Cross  Roads,  now  known  as  the  Vil- 

lage of  Brocton,  who  was  the  first  set- 
tler. Following  the  example  of  other 

pioneers  he  selected  a  site  for  a  log 
cabin  and  as  soon  as  the  building  was 

completed,  commenced  the  task  of  sub- 
duing the  stubborn  forest.    The  cabin 

built  by  him  was  located  but  a  few 

feet  from  the  present  home  of  the  writ- 

er, his  grandson,  in  the  Village  of  Broc- 
ton, and  Deacon  Fay  lived  there  many 

years. The  life  of  a  pioneer  was  not  an  easy 

one,  and  Deacon  Fay  doubtless  longed 
for  many  of  the  comforts  he  had  left 

behind.  Recollecting-  that  the  native 
fox  grape  vines  nourished  in  great  pro- 

fusion on  the  banks  of  the  New  Eng- 
land streams,  he  determined  to  try  the 

experiment  of  transplanting  in  this 
western  wilderness.  Procuring  a  few 

vines  he  planted  them  carefully  in  front 

MRS.  ELIJAH  FAT. 

of  his  cabin  and  in  a  short  time  they 

had  taken  root  and  grew  with  a  vigor 

that  indicated  the  adaptability  of  the 
soil  of  this  section  to  vine  culture.  This 

incident  is  mentioned,  not  because  it  is 

important  in  itself,  but  because  these 
were  the  first  grape  vines  planted  in 

Chautauqua  County,  and  for  that  mat- 
ter in  Western  New  York,  and  their 

planting  was  the  beginning  of  an  indus- 
try that  in  years  to  come  was  destined 

to  be  one  of  the  important  industries 

of  a  large  and  flourishing  community. 
These  vines  were  planted  in  1818.  As 

previously  stated  they  grew  luxuriantly 
but  the  fruit,  while  of  good  size,  was 
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of  an  inferior  quality,  and  on  the  whole 

the  experiment  in  grape  culture  was  far 
from  satisfactory. 

Deacon  Fay  was  not  discouraged,  he 
believed  that  the  soil  and  climate  were 

adapted  to  grape  growing  if  only  the 
right  variety  could  be  secured.  His 
next  experiment  was  in  the  spring  of 

1822  when  he  procured  a  few  roots  of 

Miller's  Burgundy,  Sweetwater  and 
Hamburgh  varieties  and  planted  them 

on  his  premises,  but  they  made  only  a 

feeble  growth,  the  leaves  and  fruit  mil- 
dewed and  it  was  quite  evident  that  the 

wood  and  foliage  would  not  stand  the 
climate.  Thus  the  second  experiment 

in  grape  growing  proved  a  worse  failure 
than  the  first. 

Two  things,  however,  were  learned  by 
these  experiments,  first  that  the  soil 
was  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  grape 
vines,  and  second  that  the  climate  was 
too  severe  for  the  varieties  which  had 

foreign  blood  in  them.  It,  therefore, 
followed  that  a  more  hardy  variety 

must  be  found  before  sjape  culture 

could  be  put  on  a  paying  basis.  Deacon 

Fay,  however,  temporarily  abandoned 
the  idea  of  raising  grapes  because 

money  was  scarce  and  grape  roots  ex- 
pensive and  he  had  little  to  waste  in  fur- 

ther experiments.  Nevertheless,  he  was 
satisfied  that  a  variety,  could  be  found 

that  was  hardy  enough  for  the  climate 
and  he  determined  that  as  soon  as  con- 

ditions permitted  he  would  try  again. 

Two-  years  passed  away  and  Deacon 
Fay  was  ready  for  his  third  experiment. 

William  R.  Prince  of  Flushing,  Long 

Island,  had  for  sale  roots  of  the  Ca- 
tawba and  Isabella  varieties,  and  in 

1824  Mr.  Fay  purchased  a  few  roots 
and  made  preparations  for  planting 

them.  A  plot  of  ground  two  by  eight 

rods  was  prepared  and  the  vines  plant- 
ed. A  wooden  trellis  was  erected  on 

which  to  train  them  and  thus  the  first 

vineyard  in  Western  New  York  was  es- 
tablished. 

Soil  and  climate  proved  well  adapted 
to  these  varieties,  the  vines  were  soon 

well  rooted,  they  grew  rapidly,  spread- 

ing over  the  trellis  in  luxuriant  profu- 
sion and  in  due  time  producing  a  luc- 

ious,  juicy  and  fine  flavored  fruit  which 
ripened  in  the  autumn  sunshine  as  well 

as  could  be  desired,  and  proved  conclu- 
sively that  grapes  could  be  grown  in 

this  section  of  the  country. 

Financially  Deacon  Fay  benefited 

but  very  little  by  these  experiments. 
Indeed,  he  had  little  expectation  of 

growing  grapes  for  the  market,  his  idea 
being  simply  to  provide  fruit  for  his 
own  table,  and  having  succeeded  he  was 
content  to  defer  further  experiments. 

The  country  at  that  time  was  little 

more  than  a  wilderness.  Transporta- 
tion by  means  of  ox  teams  over  the 

rough  forest  trails  was  extremely  diffi- 

cult, not  to  say  dangerous  and  the  mar- 
kets were  at  too  great  a  distance  to 

profitably  reach.  Therefore  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  following  the  planting  of 

this  little  vineyard  Mr.  Fay  made  no 

effort  to  place  the  product  on  the  mar- 

ket. The  rapid  growth  in  the  popula- 
tion of  Western  New  York  finally  con- 

vinced him  that  he  could  make  a  profit 

from  the  sale  of  grapes  and  in  the  for- 
ties he  purchased  a  few  baskets,  and 

filling  them  with  fruit  shipped  them  to 

Buffalo  by  way  of  steamer  from  Dun- 
kirk. Austin  Baker,  a  well  known  resi- 

dent of  the  Town  of  Portland,  was  em- 
ployed to  sell  the  grapes.  He  procured 

a  space  in  the  old  market  place  located 
on  the  Terrace  and  offered  his  fruit  for 

sale.  The  people  evinced  much  curios- 
ity as  these  were  the  first  grapes  ever 

offered  for  sale  in  their  market,  and  at 

first  answering  questions  was  Mr.  Bak- 
er's principal  duty. 

"What  kind   of  plums  are  those?" 
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queried  one  man  as  he  snipped  a  gen- 
erous sample  from  the  bunch. 

"Grapes,"  replied  Mr.  Baker. 
"Are  they  sweet  or  sour?"  asked  an- 

other who  had  not  tasted  the  sample. 

"Sweet,"  replied  Mr.  Raker. 

"How  do  you  eat  them  ?"  asked  an- 
other. And  this  last  was  a  common 

question.  After  the  people  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  uses  of  the  grapes 

the  sales  were  satisfactory,  they  bring- 
ing three  to  four  cents  per  pound  and 

Mr.  Fay  advised  his  son  and  neighbors 

to  plant  grapes  as  it  would  pay  much 
better  than  raising  pork,  hauling  to 
Buffalo  with  teams  and  getting  two 
dollars  to  three  dollars  per  one  hundred 

pounds  for  the  same.  Mr.  Fay's  little 
vineyard  grew  and  flourished  year  bv 

year,  producing  a  fine  quality  of  fruit, 
and  finally  in  1853  there  was  an  exhibit 

of  grapes  sent  to  a  fair  at  Wattsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  in  charge  of  Lincoln  Fay, 

nephew  of  the  pioneer  grape  grower. 

These  grapes  were  put  up  in  five  pound 

boxes  and  were  a  great  curiosity  and 
attracted  much  attention  and  were  sold 

readily  at  one  dollar  per  box.  How- 
ever, there  was  not  much  done  in  grape 

growing  for  the  market  for  several 

years. 
As  early  as  1830  the  first  wine  was 

made  by  Deacon  Fay,  who  made  ten 

gallons,  all  of  which  was  used  for  sacra- 

mental and  medicinal  purposes.  Grad- 
ually the  little  vineyard  was  enlarged 

until  there  was  made  from  three  hun- 

dred to  five  hundred  gallons  of  wine  per 
year.  In  the  meantime  other  residents 

of  the  town  having  faith  in  the  future 
of  the  fruit,  commenced  its  culture  on 

a  small  scale.  The  growing  of  grape 
vines  for  sale  among  the  settlers  was 

begun  by  Lincoln  Fay  in  1834,  ten  years 
from  the  time  the  first  vineyard  was 

planted.  Joseph  B.  Fay,  a  son  of  Dea- 
con Elijah  Fay,  commenced  the  culture 

of  grapes  in  1851.    H.  A.  Burton,  an- 

other of  the  early  settlers  set  out  one- 
fourth  of  an  acre  in  1857.  Others  fol- 

lowed his  example  and  in  a  short  time 

grapes  were  quite  common  in  this  sec- 
tion, the  product  being  mostly  used  for 

wine  making.  Lincoln  Fay,  it  will  be 
remembered,  commenced  growing  grape 

vines  in  1834,  cultivating  the  Catawba, 
the  Isabella  and  a  few  other  varieties. 

Few  grape  roots  were  planted  until 
1850,  and  it  was  during  the  fifties  that 
W.  S.  Bull  of  Concord,  Massachusetts, 

introduced  the  Concord  variety  which 

received  the  prize  awarded  by  Horace 

Greeley,  who  enthusiastically  declared 

it  was  "the  grape  for  the  million," 
which  prophecy  has  proven  to  be  a 
fact,  but  the  writer  feels  impelled  to  say 
that  the  Catawba  and  Isabella  are  two 

very  choice  and  valuable  varieties,  the 

Catawba  being  the  first  great  American 

grape  extensively  cultivated  in  this 
country,  and  it  is  worthy  of  still  more 
extensive  cultivation.  It  was  first 

found  growing  wild  in  South  Carolina 

in  1802  and  yielded  readily  to  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement.  Hardy  and 

productive,  it  is  one  of  the  best  winter 

table  grapes  grown,  and  for  still  wines 
and  champagnes  is  unsurpassed. 

The  Isabella  was  first  introduced  from 
South  Carolina  in  about  1802  bv  Mrs. 

Isabella  Gibbs  and  named  after  her.  It 
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is  also  a  valuable  variety,  both  for  table 
use  and  wine. 

Although  in  the  early  days  of  the 

grape  industry  the  wine  cellars  provided 
the  principal  market  for  the  product, 
those  engaged  in  the  business  had  faith 

in  the  future,  believing  that  in  time  the 

people  would  find  the  fruit  a  table  lux- 
ury. 

The  first  epoch  of  the  wine  industry 

may  be  said  to  date  from  the  year  1859 
when  the  Brocton  wine  cellars  were 

built  by  Joseph  B.  Fay,  Rufus  Haywood 
and  the  writer,  and  the  manufacture  of 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  time  of  the 

completion  of  the  wine  cellars  in  1859 
there  was  about  twenty  acres  of  bearing 

vineyard  in  the  Town  of  Portland.  This 

acreage  of  course  increased  rapidly  al- 
though there  was  some  opposition  to 

growing  grapes  for  wine  making  pur- 
poses, and  it  was  not  until  the  opera- 

tions of  1865  and  a  few  years  following 

that  this  opposition  practically  disap- 

peared. In  1865  the  Lake  Shore  Wine  Com- 
pany was  formed  with  a  capital  stock 

of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 

wine  commenced  on  a  larger  scale  than 

heretofore  under  the  firm  name  of  Fay, 
Ryckman  &  Haywood.  The  cellars 
which  occupied  the  same  site  as  the 

present  cellars,  were  originally  built 

thirty  by  fifty  feet  in  size  with  sub-cel- 
lar, each  of  these  cellars  were  ten  feet 

in  depth  and  they  were  as  a  whole  of 

ample  size  to  care  for  all  of  the  grapes 
grown  at  that  time.  The  first  year  after 

the  completion  of  the  cellars  two  thous- 
and gallons  of  wine  were  made  and  the 

manufacture  increased  year  by  year  un- 
til in  1865  there  was  in  store  thirty- 

seven  thousand  gallons. 

officers  of  the  company  were :  Timothy 

Judson,  President ;  Albert  Haywood, 
Superintendent,  and  Joseph  B.  Fay, 

Secretary.  The  company  purchased  the 

cellars  for  thirty-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  as  soon  as  possession  was 

given  commenced  to  improve  the  pro- 
perty by  building  the  present  brick 

structure.  This  building  being  com- 
pleted, all  of  the  improved  appliances 

for  wine  making  were  purchased  re- 
gardless of  expense  and  the  company 

were  ready  to  do  business  on  a  larger 
scale  than  heretofore. 

Fortunately  for  the  grape  industry, 
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but  unfortunately  for  the  company,  the 

new  management  inaugurated  an  era 

of  extravagant  prices  which,  although 

eventually  ruinous,  lent  impetus  to 

grape  culture  on  a  larger  scale  than  the 

most  hopeful  enthusiast  had  heretofore 

anticipated.  The  members  of  the  com- 
pany no  doubt  had  exaggerated  ideas 

of  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  wine 

making,  but  it  would  hardly  seem  that 
the  most  sanguine  anticipations  would 

excuse  the  ridiculous  high  prices  paid 

for  grapes  delivered  at  their  cellars. 
At  one  time  Isabellas  sold  as  high  as 

eight  cents  per  pound,  Catawbas  nine 

cents,  Dianas  twenty  cents  and  Dela- 
wares  thirty  cents  per  pound.  Of  course 

the  fabulous  prices  brought  every  grape 
grower  to  the  cellars  with  his  product, 

every  man  who  owned  a  vineyard  com- 
menced enlarging  it,  while  those  who 

had  heretofore  paid  little  attention  to 

grape  culture,  at  once  commenced 

planting  vines.  At  these  prices  there 

was  a  profit  for  all.  Those  who  op- 
posed grape  cultivation  on  an  exten- 

sive scale  opposed  it  no  longer.  Eight 

cepts  per  pound  for  the  common  var- 
ieties ;  thirty  cents  for  the  choicest,  why, 

at  those  prices  a  grape  grower  in  a  few 

years  could  make  a  fortune,  a  produc- 
tive vineyard  was  almost  as  good  as 

a  gold  mine.  Other  lines  of  industry 
were  abandoned  and  all  the  farmers  di- 

rected their  energies  to  preparing  vine- 
yards. In  a  single  year  one  hundred 

acres  were  planted.  In  two  years  the 

land  devoted  to  grape  culture  had  doub- 
led, and  in  ten  years  a  well  defined  grape 

belt  of  fully  six  hundred  acres  stretched 

through  the  towns  bordering  on  Lake 
Erie. 

Of  course  this  inflation  of  prices  could 
not  last  forever,  but  while  it  did  last 

the  people  made  enormous  profits  from 
the  sale  of  their  grapes.  When  the  end 

came  with  the  failure  of  the  company, 
the  industry  was  of  course  demoralized 

but  there  was  too  much  at  stake  to 

abandon  the  hundreds  of  acres  of  fruit- 
ful vineyards,  if  perchance  any  other 

market  for  the  fruit  could  be  provided. 

So  the  grape  growers  began  to  look 
about  them  and  wonder  why  a  market 

could  not  be  found  beyond  the  confines 

of  Brocton  and  the  grape  belt.  Grapes 

were  good  for  some  other  purpose  be- 

sides wine  making.  All  that  was  neces- 
sary was  to  educate  the  people  and  the 

demand  would  soon  equal  the  supply. 

Thus  the  grape  growers  reasoned,  and 

as  the  subsequent  history  of  the  indus- 
try has  shown,  reasoned  correctly,  and 

again  the  effort  was  made  to  introduce 
the  fruit  to  the  public. 

The  first  shipments  were  made  in 

twenty  pound  splint  baskets,  the  grapes 
being  carted  to  Dunkirk  and  thence 

shipped  by  through  freight  to  various 
cities,  where  they  were  sold  for  a  fair 

profit:  Only  a  small  proportion  of  the 

grape  crop  was  shipped  this  way,  and 
the  freight  charges  being  high,  it  was 
soon  evident  that  to  make  the  desired 

profits  the  shipments  must  be  of  greater 
magnitude.  The  main  point,  however, 

was  settled,  namely  that  grapes  could 
be  sold  for  table  use,  and  the  rest  was 

largely  detail  as  to  the  best  methods 

of  preparing  the  grapes  for  shipment 
and  providing  for  the  cheapest  means 
of  transportation.  Jonas  Martin  of 
Brocton  was  the  first  shipper  to  solve 
the  latter  problem.  He  reasoned  that 

grapes  shipped  in  carloads  could  be 
handled  to  better  advantage  than  in 
smaller  quantities,  and,  in  the  fall  of 

1877  he  loaded  his  first  car  and  shipped 
it  to  an  agent  or  commission  merchant 
in  Philadelphia.  This  was  the  first  en- 

tire car  load  of  grapes  ever  sent  from 

Chautauqua  County,  and  the  shipment 
may  therefore  be  fairly  said  to  be  the 

beginning  of  the  immense  shipments 
that  have  since  been  sent  to  the  various 

cities  of  the  United  States.  Shipments 
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in  small  quantities  had  of  course  been 
made  heretofore,  but  Mr.  Martin  was 

the  first  to  undertake  the  handling  of 

grapes  on  so  large  a  scale,  and  as  usual 
in  such  cases  there  were  many  who 

prophesied  failure.  For  a  time  it  would 

appear  that  these  dismal  prophecies 
were  well  founded  as  financially  the  first 

shipment  was  a  failure.  This  was  not 
the  fault  of  Mr.  Martin,  but  of  the 

railroad  company,  for  the  car  did  not 

reach  its  destination  until  eight  days 
after  it  left  Brocton,  and  the  grapes 
were  in  such  condition  as  to  bring  but 

three  cents  per  pound,  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  not  being  enough  to  cover 

the  expenses  of  the  shipment. 

FIRST  GRAPE  STATION  IN  CHAUTAUQUA 
COUNTY. 

Mr.  Martin  was  not  discouraged  by 
this  failure  but  at  once  set  to  work 

loading  another  car  for  the  same  mar- 
ket. With  a  better  knowledge  of  bil- 
ling, routes  and  other  details  incident 

to  shipments  of  this  kind,  the  car 
reached  its  destination  on  time  and  the 

grapes  were  sold  at  a  sufficient  profit 

to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  first  ship- 
ment. The  following  year  there  were 

eight  cars  shipped  from  Brocton  to 
Philadelphia,  four  by  Mr.  Martin  and 
four  by  myself,  and  from  that  time  down 

to  the  present  date  the  output  has  stead- 

ily increased,  and  now  fully  eight  thous- 

and cars  are  shipped  from  the  grape 
belt  each  year. 

Shippers  and  growers  multiplied  as 
the  demand  for  the  fruit  increased  in 

the  markets  of  the  country.  At  first 

the  growers  were  inclined  to  favor  the 

nearby  cities,  fearing  to  send  such  per- 
ishable freight  long  distances.  For  a 

long  time  Chicago  was  considered  the 
western  limit,  and  when  in  1882,  Fay, 

Smith  and  Crosby  billed  a  car  to  Min- 
neapolis, many  of  the  expert  growers 

predicted  failure,  declaring  with  much 
emphasis  that  grapes  could  not  be 
sent  such  a  distance  with  safety.  Again 

the  experts  were  wrong,  for  the  car  was 
received  at  its  destination  in  first  class 

condition  and  the  contents  were  sold  at 

a  good  profit.  The  following  year  the 
firm  of  Martin,  Ryckman  and  Taylor 

received  an  order  for  a  car  of  grapes 

to  be  shipped  to  Spokane,  Washington. 

This  was  the  longest  haul  yet  under- 
taken. One  of  the  banks  in  Spokane 

made  a  satisfactory  guarantee  against 
loss  to  the  firm  and  a  car  was  carefully 
loaded  and  billed  for  its  long  journey 
across  the  continent.  In  due  time  it 

arrived  at  its  destination  and  the  grapes 
were  found  to  be  in  first  class  condition 

and  in  this  distant  market  brought  a 

satisfactory  price.  The  freight  bill  of 

this  single  shipment  amounted  to  six 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

The  Spokane  experiment  demonstrat- 
ed the  practicability  of  long  distance 

shipments,  and  from  that  time  the  firm 

of  Martin,  Ryckman  and  Taylor,  to- 
gether with  other  firms  made  extensive 

shipments  to  the  principal  cities  of  the 

country,  east  and  west. 
Organization  is  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

The  combination  and  consolidation  of 

commercial  enterprises  is  now  so  com- 
mon as  to  cause  little  comment,  but  in 

those  days  there  was  a  division  of  ef- 
fort that  was  disastrous  to  the  profitable 

marketing  of  the  crop.     In  brief,  the 
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business  had  increased  with  more  rapid- 
ity than  the  machinery  for  handling  it, 

and  the  desirability,  if  not  the  necessity 

of  united  action  soon  became  apparent. 

In  1885  leading  growers  suggested  that 
an  effort  be  made  to  combine  the  in- 

terests of  the  grape  growers,  and  this 

suggestion  took  substantial  form  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1886,  when  the  Chautauqua 

Grape  Growers  Shipping  Association 

was  organized  with  one  hundred  eighty- 
four  members.  This  was  the  first  grape 

growers'  union  to  be  organized  in  the 

first  year  one  hundred  three  car  loads 

were  shipped  by  the  association.  For 

a  time  all  of  the  shipments  of  the  asso- 
ciation, as  well  as  those  of  individual 

shippers  were  billed  at  Brocton,  prac- 
tically the  entire  product  of  the  grape 

belt  being  shipped  from  that  point.  As 

may  be  readily  imagined  the  Brocton 

shipping  station  during  the  harvest  time 

was  an  exceedingly  busy  place.  Fre- 
quently from  forty  to  fifty  teams  would 

be  seen  standing  in  line  at  the  railway 

station  awaiting  their  turn  for  unload- 

BUSY  DiT  DURING  THE  GKAPE  SEASON. 

grape  belt,  and  its  organization  marks 

an  epoch  in  the  grape  industry  of  Chau- 
tauqua County. 

The  officers  of  this  association  were : 

President,  A.  S.  Watson,  Westfield ; 

Secretary,  G.  W.  Marsh,  Portland  ;  Di- 
rectors, A.  S.  Watson,  G.  W.  Marsh, 

F.  G.  Arnold,  G.  S.  A.  Farnham  and 

Spencer  Munson.  For  the  responsible 

position  of  manager  E.  H.  Fay  of  Port- 
land was  elected.  Mr.  Fay  established 

his  headquarters  at  Brocton  and  com- 
menced the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The 

ing,  all  day  the  country  roads  leading 
to  Brocton  were  alive  with  teams  and 
men.  At  the  station  the  most  intense 

activity  was  displayed,  and  even  at 
times  it  was  difficult  to  load  the  grapes 

as  fast  as  they  were  brought  in,  and 

altogether  business  was  brisk  at  the 

Brocton  station  during-  the  shipping 
season. 

This  concentration  of  the  shipments 

in  Brocton,  while  perhaps  beneficial  to 
the  village  was  not  to  the  growers,  on 
account  of  being:  overcrowded,  and  the 
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demand  for  more  shipping-  stations  be- 
came imperative.  As  the  railroads  ran 

the  entire  length  of  the  grape  belt,  it 
was  easy  to  meet  this  demand  until 

loading  stations  were  established  at  in- 
tervals the  entire  length  of  the  belt, 

there  now  being  sixteen  of  these  sta- 
tions in  the  Town  of  Portland  alone, 

which  town  produces  nearly  one-third 
of  the  grapes  grown  in  the  entire  belt. 

In  1887  the  association  adopted  a 
trade  mark,  and  in  1888  the  pooling 

scheme  was  undertaken,  the  following 

year  the  association  was  reorganized, 
the  trademark  changed  and  registered 
and  business  continued  until  1893  when 

the  corporation  was  disbanded. 
Other  smaller  shipping  associations 

had  in  the  meantime  been  formed.  The 

Ripley  Grape  Growers  Shipping  Asso- 
ciation was  one  and  the  Western  New 

York  Shipping  Association  another. 

There  were  also  a  large  number  of  in- 
dividual shippers.  The  conflicting  in- 

terests of  these  associations  and  individ- 

ual shippers  and  lack  of  concert  of  ac- 
tion, of  course  engendered  jealousies 

which  did  material  damage  to  the  grape 
growers  as  a  whole  and  in  1892  the  time 

was  ripe  for  the  formation  of  a  shipping 
agency  which  would  include  the  entire 

interests  of  the  grape  belt.  According- 
ly in  January  of  that  year  a  meeting  of 

grape  growers  was  held  in  Westfield. 
At  this  meeting  arrangements  were 
made  for  another  meeting  to  be  held  in 

Brocton  in  February,  when  delegates 
from  the  other  towns  of  the  belt  were 

to  be  present  with  authority  for  form- 
ing an  association.  This  meeting  was 

held  as  scheduled  in  the  Opera  House 
at  Brocton,  the  basis  of  representation 

was  one  delegate  for  each  seven  hun- 
dred fifty  acres  of  bearing  vineyards, 

and  there  was  a  goodly  gathering  pres- 
ent. An  association  was  formed  to  be 

known  as  the  Chautauqua  and  North 

East  Grape  Union,  the  union  was  in- 

corporated under  that  name  with  main 
offices  at  Brocton  and  a  capital  stock 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  divided  into 

shares  of  five  dollars  each.  Single 
shares  were  taken  by  thirteen  hundred 

sixty-six  growers,  this  stock  was  dis- 
tributed among  the  different  towns  of 

the  grape  belt  as  follows  :  Perrysburg, 

twenty-four ;  Hanover,  eighty-five ; 
Dunkirk  and  Arkwright,  seventeen; 

Sheridan,  one  hundred  thirty-six ;  North 
East,  one  hundred  thirty ;  Ripley,  one 
hundred  five ;  Westfield,  two  hundred 

fifty-five  ;  Portland,  three  hundred  twen- 
ty-six, and  Pomfret,  two  hundred  eigh- 

ty-eight. 
The  first  officers  of  this  association 

were :  President,  Prof.  A.  N.  Taylor, 

Westfield;  Secretary,  F.  N.  Randall, 

Ripley ;  Financial  Secretary,  Augustus 
Blood,  Brocton ;  General  Inspector,  J. 

A.  Tennant,  Ripley;  Treasurer,  R.  A. 
Hall,  Brocton;  Chief  Salesman,  Jonas 
Martin,  Brocton ;  Executive  Board, 
Prof.  A.  N.  Taylor,  R.  J.  Quayle 

and  G.  W.  Blaine ;  Directors,  Prof. 

A.  N.  Taylor,  F.  N.  Randall,  R.  J. 

Quayle,  Rev.  B.  A.  Hillman,  R.  A.  Hall, 
Ernest  Buckner,  S.  F.  Nixon,  O.  M. 
Hall  and  W.  R.  Miner. 

Shipments  by  the  union  commenced 

September  9,  1892,  and  closed  Novem- 
ber 21.  Statistics  show  that  there  were 

eighteen  hundred  forty-five  cars  shipped 
during  the  sixty-two  working  days  as 
follows :  North  East,  one  hundred 

thirty-nine  ;  Ripley,  one  hundred  twen- 
ty-five ;  Ripley  Crossing,  one  hundred ; 

State  Line,  thirty-seven  ;  Westfield,  two 
hundred  ninety-nine,  West  Portland, 

eighty-one ;  Portland,  one  hundred 
ninety-four ;  Brocton,  three  hundred 

eighty-one  ;  Pomfret,  fifty-three  ;  Fre- 
donia,  two  hundred  fifty-four ;  VanBur- 
en,  sixty-three ;  Sheridan,  fifty-seven ; 
Silver  Creek,  forty-seven ;  Forestville, 
thirteen,  and  Perrysburg,  two.  Of 

these,  sixteen  hundred  forty-six  cars 
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were  sold  on  the  track  before  moving 

and  mostly  went  to  the  west,  some  even 

to  Seattle,  Washington,  and  the  remain- 
der were  consigned  to  Boston,  New 

York,  Philadelphia  and  Providence. 
The  number  of  baskets  shipped  were 

five  million  three  hundred  seventy-two 
thousand  six  hundred  forty,  the  amount 

of  cash  received  was  nine  hundred  thir- 

ty-eight thousand  six  hundred  eighty- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  an 

average  of  seventeen  and  forty  seven- 
hundredth  cents  per  nine  pound  bas- 
ket. 

This  association  continued  doing 

business  on  a  large  scale  for  about 

three  years  and  finally  surrendered  its 
charter,  and  in  1897  the  Chautauqua 

and  Erie  Grape  Company  was  organized 
and  this  association  is  still  in  existence. 

Some  idea  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the 

industry  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  the  first  year  this  company  shipped 

forty-four  hundred  forty-four  cars  from 
the  grape  belt. 

An  industry  of  considerable  import- 
ance in  itself,  which  owes  its  existence 

entirely  to  the  grape  industry,  is  basket 

making.  This  has  become  a  flourishing 

industry  in  Chautauqua  County,  the 
constant  and  ever  increasing  demand 

for  grape  baskets  has  stripped  the 
county  of  the  basswood  and  elm  timber, 

and  in  the  past  few  years  many  of  the 

noble  forests  which  graced  the  Chau- 
tauqua hills  have  been  entirely  swept 

away.  The  basket  maker  now  procures 

his  material  from  a  distance,  but  as  yet 

there  has  been  no  appreciable  increase 
in  the  price  of  baskets.  Originally 

grapes  were  packed  for  shipment  in 

round  paper  boxes  holding  from  three 

to  five  pounds  and  costing  sixty  cents 
per  dozen.  Later  the  material  was 

changed  to  wood,  and  still  later  the  twen- 
ty pound  splint  basket  was  introduced ; 

these  baskets  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  dozen  and  were  returned  to 

the  shipper.  At  times  considerable  in- 
convenience was  experienced  on  ac- 

count of  inability  to  procure  baskets, 

finally  the  old  twelve  pound  climax  bas- 
ket was  introduced.  This  basket  was 

modeled  on  the  same  lines  of  those  in 

use  today,  and  being  more  convenient 
for  handling,  and  moreover  much 

cheaper,  was  in  a  short  time  universally 

adopted.  The  size  was  afterwards  re- 
duced to  ten  pounds,  and  then  to  nine 

pounds,  and  later  was  further  reduced 

on  the  theory  that  an  eight  pound  bas- 
ket of  grapes  would  sell  for  as  much 

as  the  larger  size,  and  with  these  ex- 
ceptions there  has  been  no  change  since 

its  adoption. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ex- 
penditure necessary  to  provide  baskets 

in  which  to  pack  the  fruit  is  not  an  in- 

considerable item  in  the  grape  grower's 
account.  The  difference  of  a  cent  or 

two  in  the  price  of  a  basket  holding 

eight  pounds  of  grapes  may  mean  profit 
or  loss  to  the  grower  when  he  markets 

his  crop,  and  it  is  therefore  important 
that  baskets  be  procured  as  cheaply  as 

possible,  and  experience  has  shown  that 
the  ones  now  in  use  are  of  the  right 

size  and  shape.  By  the  time  that  the 

material  for  the  present  style  of  bas- 
kets is  exhausted  the  growers  will  have 

probably  devised  other  and  equally  eco- 
nomical methods  of  packing. 

Within  the  last  few  years  there  has 

been  a  large  demand  in  our  large  cities 

for  grapes  in  bulk  for  wine  purposes  and 
these  are  mostly  shipped  in  trays  with 

slatted  top,  holding  thirty  to  forty 

pounds  each,  and  there  has  lately  been 

introduced  a  twenty  pound  climax  bas- 
ket with  raised  cover  which  is  meeting 

with  much  favor. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  pertinent  to  refer 

briefly  to  the  area,  the  soil  and  the  cli- 
mate of  the  grape  belt.  The  belt  covers 

the  territory  from  Silver  Creek  on  the 
east,  to  North  East  and  Harbor  Creek, 
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Pennsylvania,  on  the  west,  running; 

through  the  Towns  of  Hanover,  Sheri- 
dan, Dunkirk,  Pomfret,  Portland,  West- 

field  and  Ripley  in  Chautauqua  County. 
This  helt  is  about  fifty  miles  in  length 

and  averages  three  and  one-half  miles 

in  width.  The  land  as  a  rule  is  compara- 
tively level  from  the  shores  of  the  lake 

to  the  base  of  the  hills  which  form  the 

watershed  between  the  basin  of  the 

Great  Lakes  and  the  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. In  this  territory  is  of  course 

considerable  land  which  is  not  used  for 

grape  growing,  but  inasmuch  as  the 

greater  portion  is,  or  can  be  used  for 

this  purpose,  it  is  no  misnomer  to  term 
this  section  of  the  county  the  grape 
belt. 

From  the  border  of  the  lake  through 

practically  the  entire  length  of  the  belt 

the  soil  is  a  clay  and  sandy  loam  averag- 
ing one  and  one-half  miles  in  width. 

Then  follows  a  gravelly  belt  about  one 
mile  wide,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hills 

is  a  clay  shale  about  one  mile  in  width. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  there  seems  to  be 

no  peculiarity  of  the  scil  which  differs 
materially  from  that  of  other  sections 

of  the  country,  and  the  peculiarly  fine 

flavor  of  the  grapes  grown  in  this  sec- 
tion  must,   therefore,   be   ascribed  to 

other  causes.  A  very  plausible  theory 

is,  that  the  climatic  influences  from  lo- 
cation are  chiefly  responsible.  That 

the  lake  along  the  northern  border  of 
the  belt  has  its  influences  in  preventing 

late  frosts  in  spring  and  early  frosts  in 
the  fall,  is  conceded,  no  fact  is  more 

firmly  established.  That  the  nearness 
to  the  lake  or  otherwise,  of  the  hills  on 

the  south  has  a  marked  influence  may 
be  seen,  for  as  the  altitude  of  the  hills 

becomes  less,  east  or  west,  and  their  dis- 
tance from  the  lake  becomes  greater, 

the  peculiarities  of  the  section  for  the 

culture  of  fine  flavored  grapes  dimin- 

* 

ishes  and  frosts  are  more  imminent. 

This  fact  has  been  long  known  to  the 
writer  and  can  be  easily  demonstrated, 
the  less  the  altitude  of  the  background, 
and  the  further  removed  from  the  lake 

on  the  north,  the  greater  the  liabilities 

to  frosts.  The  Chautauqua  belt  is  pro- 
verbially free  from  heavy  dews,  the 

moisture  resting  upon  sections  further 

south  and  over  the  crest  of  the  high- 
lands, and  the  rain  fall  is  light  as  the 

most  of  the  heavy  showers  pass  over  the 

hills  and  down  the  lake.  The  topo- 

graphv  of  the  belt  has  of  course  a  de- 
cided influence  upon  atmospheric  cur- 
rents, overhead  and  otherwise,  in  fact 
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controls  them  so  that  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible that  mildew  can  exist  to  any  ex- 
tent, or  that  black  rot  which  is  the  ter- 

ror to  many  sections  should  prevail, 
and  the  vineyardists  of  the  Chautauqua 

grape  belt,  so  far  as  fine  flavored  fruit 
is  concerned  can  well  challenge  the 
world. 

For  many  years  those  engaged  in 

grape  culture  planted  their  vines  in  the 
middle  or  northern  sections  of  the  belt, 

contain  much  more  sugar.  At  the  head 

of  Chautauqua  Lake,  approximately 
seven  hundred  feet  above  Lake  Erie, 

grapes  are  grown,  but  they  are  in- 
ferior in  flavor  to  those  of  the  grape 

belt.  This  area,  however,  is  small,  be 

ing  confined  to  lands  in  the  immediate 

vicinity  of  the  head  of  the  lake,  mainly 

on  the  eastern  side  and  the  climate  of- 

fers little  encouragement  for  extensive 

production. 

A  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNT!  VINEYARD. 

it  was  thought  that  the  heavier  soil  of 

the  side  hills  would  not  produce  grapes 

of  the  desired  flavor,  and  hence  the  pro- 
duction for  a  considerable  period  of 

time  was  confined  to  the  gravel  lands. 
Experiments,  however,  demonstrated 

that  grapes  grown  on  the  table  lands 
were  better  in  flavor  for  table  use,  and 

for  wine  making  those  grown  on  the 

table  lands  or  hillsides  are  preferred  to 

those  grown  on  the  lower  lands,  as  they 

We  have  in  Chautauqua  County 

something  over  thirty  thousand  acres 

of  vineyards  divided  throughout  the  sev- 
eral towns  approximately  as  follows : 

Hanover,  two  thousand ;  Sheridan,  fif- 
teen hundred  ;  Dunkirk,  six  hundred  ; 

Pomfret,  five  thousand;  Portland,  ten 

thousand  ;  Westfield,  six  thousand,  and 

Ripley,  six  thousand,  and  the  value  of 
the  vineyards  varies  from  one  hundred 

dollars    to    four    hundred    dollars  per 
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acre  on  account  of  location,  soil  and 

condition  of  vines,  the  average  value 

probably  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
dollars  per  acre. 

The  manufacture  of  wine  in  the  Chau- 
tauqua grape  belt  has  kept  pace  with 

the  increase  in  the  shipment  of  grapes 

for  table  use.  In  the  preceding  pages 
mention  has  been  made  of  the  construc- 

tion of  the  Brocton  Wine  Cellars  in 

1859,  and  their  subsequent  sale  to  the 
Lake  Shore  Wine  Company  in  1865, 
and  the  disastrous  termination  of  the 

corporation's  experiments  in  wine  mak- 
ing. At  no  time,  however,  was  the  man- 

ufacture of  wine  discontinued,  but  in- 

demand  for  a  young  claret  wine  for 

present  use  and  there  is  reported  at  the 

present  time  the  following  wine  cel- 
lars engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  this 

class  of  wines :  At  Brocton — G.  E. 

Ryckman  &  Son,  Jonas  Martin,  Broc- 
ton Fruit  Juice  Co.,  Brocton  Wine  and 

Distilling  Co.,  T.  Paolicchi,  Moss  & 

Hardenburg,  H.  R.  Lathrop  and  Charles 

Farnham.  At  Portland — M.  L.  Taylor 
&  Son,  John  Miller  and  Faso  Brothers; 

at  Westfield — Lake  Erie  Wine  Co., 
Holland  Wine  Co.,  F.  R.  Thompson 

and  Orsi  Brothers ;  at  Ripley — F.  N. 
Randall  &  Sons ;  at  Fredonia — White 

and  Flagg,  H.  C.  Card  &  Co.,  A.  F. 

stead,  the  output  increased  year  by 

year  from  the  beginning  down  to  the 
present  date.  The  original  Brocton 

Wine  Cellars  are  now  owned  by  G.  E. 

Ryckman  &  Son,  and  have  been  en- 
larged until  at  the  present  time  they 

have  a  capacity  of  over  five  hundred 

thousand  gallons,  and  the  amount  of 
wine  manufactured  by  them  has  been 

three  hundred  thousand  gallons  per 

year  for  the  past  two  years.  Wine  mak- 
ing had  in  the  meantime  begun  in  other 

sections  of  the  grape  belt  and  several 
wine  cellars  were  erected. 

Within  the  last  few  years,  a  new  wine 

industry  has  sprung  up,  owing  to  the 

French,  P.  Elardo,  Clark  &  Heuser, 
Russo  Brothers,  H.  G.  Wilbur,  F.  E. 

Cook,  Charles  Spear,  John  &  Nelson 
Farrell  and  G.  Blondi.  There  are  also  a 

large  number  of  grape  growers  who 
are  making  from  five  to  one  hundred 
barrels  each  year,  and  the  total  yearly 

production  each  year  is  over  two  mil- 
lion gallons. 

The  price  of  grapes  is  governed  most- 
ly by  supply  and  demand,  and  a  few 

years  ago  the  prices  were  very  low 

owing  to  the  over-production,  but  since 
the  wine  cellars  have  been  using  the 

surplus  there  has  been  a  material  ad- 
vance in  prices,  and  grapes  are  now 
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bringing  prices  that  are  satisfactory  to 

the  growers,  and  the  business  is  again 

on  a  paying  basis. 
The  manufacture  of  unfermented 

grape  juice  is  separate  and  distinct 
from  wine  making.  It  is  said  to  have 

originated  in  Vineland,  New  Jersey,  in 

1869,  in  which  year  Dr.  Welch  put  up 
two  dozen  bottles  for  communion  use. 

The  Welch  Grape  Juice  Company  erect- 
ed large  cellars  at  Westfield  about  six 

years  ago  for  the  manufacture  of  unfer- 
mented   juice,    and    since    that  time 

their  cellars  have  been  enlarged  and  the 

output  last  season  was  one  hundred 

eighty  thousand  gallons.  The  following 

firms  are  also  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  unfermented  grape  juice:  F. 

N.  Randall  &  Sons,  Ripley  ;  F.  C.  Lewis 
&  Co.,  and  C.  F.  Martin,  Brocton ; 

Gleason  Fruit  Juice  Co.,  and  A. 
F.  French,  Fredonia,  and  Fenner  Fruit 

Juice  Co.,  Westfield.  The  total  pro- 
duction last  season  was  three  hundred 

twenty-five  thousand  gallons. 

CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE. 
A  Tribute  and  a  Prophecy. 

By  Morris  Norton. 

Thou  lovely  Lake!  spread  out  so  fair  before  me, 
Why  should  thy  beauties  still  remain  unsung? 
Is  there  no  one  will  give  thy  name  to  story? 
Hast  thou  no  bard  to  give  thy  voice  a  tongue? 
Sweet  is  the  music  of  thy  waters  dashing, 
When  sunbeams  sparkle  where  thy  wavelets  roll; 
And  when  the  storm  is  madly  o'er  thee  lashing, 
Voices  of  music  thrill  my  weary  soul. 

Gone  are  those  old  interminable  forests, 
Which  once  were  shadowed  in  thy  mirror  blue; 
Gone  is  the  red  man,  and,  methinks  thou  sorrowest 
No  more  to  meet  him  with  his  light  canoe. 
Oft  on  thy  bosom  hath  the  Indian  maiden 
Listened  to  lover's  vows  repeated  o'er; 
They,  too,  are  gone,  and  thou,  with  sorrow  laden, 
Poured  forth  their  requiem  all  along  thy  shore. 

May  be  thou  lookest  on  the  change  with  sadness, 
Constantly  working  on  thy  banks  around; 
But  waving  fields  are  smiling  in  their  gladness, 
And  life  and  verdure  everywhere  abound. 
Let  me  look  forward  with  an  eye  prophetic; 
I  seem  to  see  at  no  far  distant  day 
Lordly  old  mansions,  rich  and  aristocratic, 
Dotting  thy  shores  in  beautiful  array. 
Churches  will  rise  in  pure  old  Gothic  splendor; 
Brightly  the  sun  will  gleam  on  tower  and  dome; 
Their  lofty  spires  will  upward  stretch  with  grandeur. 
Pointing  earth's  children  to  their  final  home. 
Oft,  in  the  hush  of  summer  sunset,  steeling 
Over  the  surface  of  thy  glossy  breast, 
Shall  the  rich  music  of  their  bells  come  pealing, 
Soothing  the  sad  and  troubled  soul  to  rest. 

Change  is  impressed  on  every  thing  around  thee, 
Yet  in  thy  beauty  thou  shalt  still  remain. 
What  if  at  times  an  icy  chain  hath  bound  thee? 
Spring  hath  restored  thy  loveliness  again. 
Far  down  into  thy  still,  smooth  waters  gazing. 
Heaven's  blue  arch  inverted  I  behold; 
Up  from  thy  depth,  light,  fleecy  clouds  seem  rising. 
Tinged  by  the  setting  sun  with  hues  of  gold. 

Harmony,  N.  Y.  August,  1852. 
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BY  H.  C.  KINGSBURY  AND  JAMES  L.  WEEKS. 

This  moment  is  fraught  with  deepest 

grief  and  sorrow.  Among  the  long  line 

of  distinguished  men  who  have  consti- 
tuted the  Bar  for  the  century  that  is  past 

your  thoughts  are  with  him  alone  who 
had  hoped  to  stand  at  this  hour,  in  this 

place,  to  tell  you  of  the  history  of  that 

profession  that  he  so  dearly  loved  and 
so  devotedly  served.  He  was  suddenly 

and  without  warning,  in  full  mental  vig- 

or, called  "to  that  final  land  where  the 
mystery,  the  pain  and  the  yearning  of 
his  life  will  either  he  infinitely  satisfied 

or  infinitely  quieted."  For  half  a  cen- 
tury  Henrv  Clav  Kingsburv  was-actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  and 
for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years  did 
not  fail  in  his  attendance  at  every  session 

of  the  Courts  within  this  county.  With 

such  a  wealth  of  experience,  he  was 

peculiarly  fitted  to  present  the  history 

and  achievements  of  the  Bar,  almost  be- 

yond any  living  member  of  the  profes- 
sion. It  is  needless  for  me  to  speak  of 

Henry  C.  Kingsbury  to  you,  his  friends 
and  neighbors.  You  have  known  him 
as  a  brilliant  lawyer,  an  ideal  citizen, 

the  gentlest  of  husbands  and  fathers. 
You  know  the  singular  kindness  of  the 
man  and  the  singular  wisdom  of  his 

counsel.  You  have  laughed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  his  genial  wit,  you  have  seen 

wrong  retreat  under  his  cutting  satire. 
His  speeches  were  distinguished  by  their 
bold  and  happy  novelties  of  expression 
and  felicities  of  phrase,  and  his  loyalty  to 
truth  caused  him  to  avoid  all  the  arts 

of  the  demagogue.    He  died  with  the 

unqualified  affection  of  the  members  of 

his  profession. 
I  approach  the  completion  of  his  task 

in  this  address  upon  the  Bar,  with  timid- 
ity and  a  knowledge  that  I  must  fall 

infinitely  short  of  what  he  would  have 
done  ;  but  in  the  belief  and  faith  that  I 

will  possess  at  all  times  your  kindest 
indulgence. 

It  seems  to  have  been  quite  a  univer- 
sal experience  that  as  soon  as  the  forest 

is  cleared  and  a  settlement  made  bv 

man,  a  lawyer  is  needed  as  a  peacemak- 
er between  neighbors,  to  enforce  the 

rule  that  the  liberty  of  every  man  ends 

where  the  liberty  of  another  man  begins 

and  to  bring  the  criminal  to  his  just 

punishment. 
When  one  lawyer  settles  in  a  com- 

munity, it  is  obvious  that  another  law- 
yer immediately  becomes  a  public  and  a 

private  necessity.  Such,  indeed  was  the 

early  experience  of  our  county.  Even 
before  the  advent  of  the  lawyer  the  early 

settlers  felt  the  want  of  a  judicial  tri- 
bunal in  which  to  settle  their  differences 

and  to  protect  their  rights,  and  in  1805, 

within  one  year  after  the  incorporation 

of  the  Town  of  Chautauqua,  then  em- 

bracing most  of  the  territory  now  in- 
cluded within  the  county,  they  procured 

the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the 

Peace,  John  McMahan,  David  Ensign 

and  Perry  C.  Ellsworth.  The  appoint- 
ment was  made  by  the  Governor  and 

Council' of  Appointment,  in  the  method 
in  vogue  prior  to  the  Constitution  of 
1821.    In  this  manner  was  established 
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in  our  county  that  court  which,  since 

1 691,  when  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  was  created,  has  been  closest  to 

the  people.  Under  the  Constitution  of 
1 82 1  they  were  appointed  by  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  and  the  Judges,  and  by 

an  amendment  in  1826,  were  made  elect- 
ed by  the  people,  furnishing  the  first 

instance  in  this  state  in  which  the  elec- 
tion of  a  judicial  officer  was  entrusted 

to  the  people.  In  these  courts,  through- 
out their  history,  parties  frequently  try 

their  own  suits,  without  the  assistance 

of  attorneys,  the  proceedings  being  of 
the  most  informal  character,  and  the 

judgments  often  of  a  nature  that  brings 
substantial  justice  without  much  legal 

formality.  Our  ideas  of  the  solemnity 

of  a  judicial  record  are  somewhat  shat- 
tered when  we  read  of  Justice  of  the 

Peace  Thomas  Aiken,  "He  sometimes 
rendered  judgment  on  a  shingle  with  red 
chalk,  and  he  kept  record  thereof  in  a 

crevice  in  his  log  dwelling,"  and  yet 
we  venture  the  opinion  that  the  judg- 

ments of  Squire  Aiken  were  executed 

and  enforced  as  thoroughly  as  the  judg- 
ments of  our  own  day,  carefully  en- 

grossed on  ponderous  records,  pre- 
served in  fire-proof  vaults.  Again  I 

read  of  a  judgment  specifically  just, 
which  Samuel  A.  Brown,  at  one  time  a 

leading  attorney  of  the  county,  rendered 
while  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  these 

words :  "I  find  for  the  plaintiff  nine- 
teen thousand  forty-three  feet  of  white 

pine  boards." 
In  the  same  year  in  which  Justices  of 

the  Peace  were  appointed  within  the 

county,  1805,  Zattu  Cushing,  who  was 

afterward  to  act  an  important  part  in 

public  life,  started  from  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state  toward  the  west.  It  was 

in  February,  but,  undaunted  by  cold  or 
snow,  he  pursued  his  slow,  toilsome 

journey,  with  his  wife  and  five  children, 

on  a  sled  drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen. 

He  drove  four  cows,  and  history  states 

that  he  brought  "a  bushel  of  salt  and 
half  a  bushel  of  appleseed  from  which 

a  nursery  was  commenced  and  an  or- 
chard started."  He  found  at  Canada- 

way  a  log  cabin,  without  doors,  and  with 

nature's  floor.  In  this  they  lived  until 
he  purchased  land  and  built  a  comfort- 

able log  house.  The  same  daring,  fear- 
less, intrepid  blood  that  flowed  in  the 

veins  of  Zattu  Cushing,  transmitted  to 

future  generations,  was  with  the  hero 

who  destroyed  the  Confederate  ram  Al- 
bemarle during  the  Civil  War. 

In  181 1,  six  years  from  the  identical 

month  when  he  started  upon  his  pil- 
grimage from  the  east  across  the  state, 

the  county  was  organized,  and  Zattu 
Cushing  was  appointed  by  Governor 

Tompkins,  First  Judge.  Matthew  Pren- 
dergast,  Philo  Orton,  Jonathan  Thomp- 

son and  William  Alexander  were  at  the 

same  time  named  as  Associate  Judges, 

while  Henry  Abell,  William  Gould,  John 

Dexter  and  Abiram  Gould  were  ap- 
pointed Associate  Justices.  The  First 

Judge,  with  Associate  Judges  and  [us- 
tices  constituted  the  Court  of  Common 

Pleas,  until  1818  when  by  statute  the 

office  of  Associate  Justice  was  abolished 

and  the  number  of  Judges  was  limited 

to  five  including  the  First  Judge.  It 

would  be  something  of  an  anomaly  at 

the  present  time  for  a  person  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legal  profession  to  be  chosen 

a  Judge  of  a  Court  of  Record,  yet,  dur- 

ing only  two  years  of  the  thirty-six  dur- 
ing which  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 

existed  in  this  county,  was  the  First 

Judge  a  lawyer,  and  only  four  of  the 

twenty-three  Associate  Judges  who  from 
time  to  time  served  in  this  court,  were 

of  that  profession. 

The  judges  were  the  neighbors  of  the 

litigants,  men  distinguished  for  their 

integrity,  and  their  clear,  strong,  sound 

sense,  and  this  court  was  consequently 

the  most  popular  court  of  its  time,  in 
which  the  bulk  of  the  legal  business  was 
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transacted.  Zattu  Cushing  was  First 

Judge  for  thirteen  years.  Elial  T.  Foote 
succeeded  him  in  1824  and  continued 

to  hold  the  position  until  1843.  Thomas 

A.  Osborne  was  First  Judge  from  1843 

to  1845  and  Thomas  B.  Campbell  from 

1845  to  1847. 
The  Associate  Judges  who  followed 

those  already  named  were :  William 

Peacock,  Jared  Freeman,  Elial  T.  Foote, 

James  P.  Campbell,  John  Crane,  Thom- 
as A.  Osborne,  Ebenezer  P.  Upham, 

Elisha  Ward,  Joel  Burnell,  John  Chand- 
ler, Nathan  Mixer,  Francis  P.  Ruggles, 

Isaac  Harmon,  John  M.  Edson,  Benja- 
min Walworth,  Caleb  A.  Daughaday, 

Alexander  H.  Earic,  Hiram  Sackett, 
Franklin  H.  Waite. 

The  first  session  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  commenced  at  Mayville,  June 

25,  181 1,  Judge  Cushing  presiding. 
Judges  Thompson  and  Alexander  and 

Justices  Abell  and  Dexter  were  assoc- 
iated with  him.  The  session  lasted  for 

four  days,  and  it  is  a  suggestive  fact  that 
the  courts  held  within  this  county  for 

several  years  last  past  have  frequently 
not  exceeded  in  length  of  session  this 
first  court.  The  business  transacted 

was :  Designating  and  surveying  the 

jail  liberties  ;  selecting  a  device  for  the 

seal  of  the  court,  which  was  an  eagle 

surmounted  by  the  words  "Chautauqua 

Common  Pleas  ;"  granting  a  license  to 
Thomas  Bemus  to  run  a  ferry  over 

Chautauqua  Lake  at  the  place  called  the 

"Narrows ;"  adopting  rules  of  court, 
and  admitting  Daniel  G.  Garnsay  and 

Caspar  Rouse  to  practice.  Prior  to  that 
time  three  attorneys  resided  within  the 
county:  Anselm  Patten,  who  was  the 

first  attorney  to  settle  in  this  county, 

Dennis  Brackett  of  Mayville,  and  Jacob 
Houghton. 

Brackett  was  engaged  in  trying  cases 
at  the  November  Term  of  the  court  in 

181 3.  History  records  his  fate  about  a 

month  later,  in  these  words :  "Brackett, 

a  lawyer  from  the  Village  of  Mayville, 
was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  Indians 

during  the  retreat  from  Black  Rock." 
The  first  law  office  of  which  I  can  find 

any  record  belonged  to  this  same  unfor- 
tunate man,  and  was  mentioned  in  a  let- 

ter written  by  William  Peacock  to  John 

Ellicott  in  181 1,  as  follows:  "Brackett 

built  a  small  office  nigh  Mrs.  Peacock's ; 
a  dead  tree  fell  on  it  and  dashed  it  to 

pieces."  At  the  November  Term,  181 1, 

held  at  Scot's  Inn,  the  first  trial  oc- 
curred of  which  record  is  preserved. 

Brackett  was  the  attorney  for  the  plain- 
tiff, Charles  Forsythe,  and  William 

Spear  was  the  defendant  in  the  action. 

The  plaintiff  scored  a  victory  by  a  ver- 
dict for  thirty  dollars. 

The  first  Court  of  Sessions  was  held 

in  November,  181 1.  The  court  min- 

utes begin  with  the  following  words : 

"The  General  Sessions  of  the  peace- 
holders,  at  the  house  of  John  Scot,  Inn- 

keeper." The  first  criminal  trial  in  this 
court  was  The  People  vs.  Sylvanus  Ma- 
bee,  indicted  for  assault  and  battery,  of 
which  the  defendant  was  acquitted. 

John  Scot's  tavern  may  quite  appro- 
priately be  called  our  first  Court  House, 

for  that  was  the  real  place  of  holding 

court  until  181 5.  Plans  for  building  a 

Court  House  and  jail  were  begun  in 

181 1,  but  the  progress  of  the  work  was 

seriously  impeded  by  the  War  of  1812. 

It  approached  completion  in  1814  and 
was  a  two  story,  frame  building  which 
stood  in  front  of  the  present  Court 
House,  with  its  front  or  east  side  near 

the  easterly  side  of  the  main  street  of 

Mayville.  The  east  portion  of  the  lower 
floor  contained  three  prison  cells ;  two 
for  criminals  and  one  for  debtors. 

The  June  Term  of  the  Court  of  1814 

was  held  in  the  unplastered  court 
room.  The  November  and  February 
Terms  of  court,  1814  and  1815,  were 
convened  at  the  Court  House,  but  were 

adjourned  to  the  inn  on  account  of  the 
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coldness  of  the  weather.  Every  term 

of  court  for  the  succeeding  twenty 

years  was  held  in  that  Court  House.  At 
the  end  of  that  period  the  need  of  better 

accommodations  was  felt  and  the  pres- 
ent Court  House  was  built,  at  an  ex- 

pense of  nine  thousand  dollars.  It  was 
considered  an  architectural  triumph  and 

we  find  the  feelings  of  the  people  ex- 

pressed in  an  old  history  in  the  follow- 

ing language  :  "The  result  is,  after  an 
expenditure  of  nine  thousand  dollars, 

the  erection  and  completion  of  one  of 
the  most  substantial,  commodious  and 

elegant  structures  of  the  kind  in  West- 
ern New  York,  that  does  credit  to  the 

county  and  is  the  just  pride  of  the  citi- 

zens." The  first  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 

was  held  in  this  county  July  9,  181 7,  by 

Judge  Ambrose  Spencer,  a  man  dis- 
tinguished in  the  history  of  the  state. 

Much  ceremony  was  in  these  early  days 

deemed  essential  to  the  dignity  of  this 
court.  The  opening  of  the  court  is  thus 

described  :  "The  Judge,  escorted  by  the 
Sheriff,  his  Deputies  and  the  Constables, 
armed  with  staves  of  office,  marched 
to  the  Court  House,  where  the  escort 

opened  to  the  right  and  left  and  the 

Judge,  preceded  by  the  Sheriff,  en- 
tered the  court  room."  These  cere- 
monies continued  until  1820  when  Judge 

Van  Ness  established  the  contrary  pre- 
cedent by  announcing  that  he  preferred 

to  enter  the  Court  House  without  pa- 
rade. About  the  only  remnants  now 

left  are  the  Constables'  staves,  still  used 
in  escorting  the  jury. 

Many  causes  in  the  courts  held  in 

this  county  were  tried  by  distinguished 

attorneys  from  other  places,  who  "rode 
the  circuit,"  that  is,  followed  on  horse- 

back the  Judge  from  place  to  place, 

ready  to  assist  local  attorneys  in  the 
trial  of  their  causes. 

One  of  the  ablest  Judges  of  the  old 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  Dr.  Elial 

T.  Foote,  who,  for  nearly  twenty  years, 

was  its  First  Judge.  Upon  the  monu- 
ment above  his  grave  in  Lake  View 

Cemetery  can  still  be  traced  the  words, 

"discharging  his  duty  with  ability,  hon- 

or, and  fidelity."  He  was  not  a  lawyer, 
but  was  an  able,  careful  Judge  and 

Jamestown's  first  physician. 
Samuel  A.  Brown,  admitted  to  the 

Bar  in  18 1 6,  was  the  first  lawyer  to  lo- 
cate in  Jamestown.  Upon  his  marriage 

in  181 9,  "they  commenced  housekeep- 
ing in  the  rear  room  of  his  office,  in 

size  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  which  was 

their  kitchen,  parlor,  pantry  and  bed- 
room with  an  out  of  door  fire  by  the 

side  of  a  large  stump  in  the  rear  of  his 
office  building,  and  having  a  board  roof 

over  it." 
It  is  most  true  that  we  are  living  in 

another  world.  I  wish  some  such  law- 
yer of  the  old  school  could  visit  the  fully 

equipped  law  office  of  today.  Let  him 
come  to  some  well-remembered  street, 
now  paved  and  lined  on  either  side  with 
buildings  of  brick  and  stone ;  let  him 

pass  to  his  destination  on  the  trolley 

car,  and  be  drawn  an  unbelievable  dis- 

tance above  mother  earth  upon  the  ele- 

vator ;  let  him  pass  into  the  large,  com- 
modious office,  lined  with  the  modern 

deluge  of  books,  while  he  could  have 

placed  his  old  library  upon  a  mantel 
shelf ;  let  him  look  with  dismay  at  the 

wild  scrawls  of  the  stenographer  and 

listen  to  the  click  of  the  typewriter  as 

well  printed  documents  emerge  from  it. 
and  then  let  him  listen  to  the  messages 

of  his  friends  as  they  come  to  him  over 
a  wire. 

Samuel  Brown  was  prominent  in  pub- 

lic life,  and  was  distinctively  a  "case 

lawyer." 
Another  lawyer  of  those  early  days 

was  James  H.  Price,  named  in  our  ear- 

liest history  as  "unfortunate."  He  came 
to  Mayville  in  1812.  He  was  a  poet, 
kindhearted  and  amiable,  and  his  fault 
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was  intemperance.  One  of  his  apologies 
to  a  court  is  historical ;  he  had  made  a 

fierce  attack  on  a  Judge,  and,  having 

been  advised  to  apologize,  did  so  in 

open  court  as  follows:  "I  regret  to 
have  said  yesterday  that  there  was  no 

power  in  Heaven  or  earth  that  could 
force  a  sound  legal  idea  into  the  head 

of  this  court.  A  night's  rest  has  dis- 
covered to  me  my  mistake.  I  had  not 

thought  of  the  power  of  electricity ;  un- 

doubtedly lightning  might  have  done  it." 
James  Mullett  was  for  many  years  the 

most  conspicuous  member  of  the  Coun- 
tv  Bar.  He  was  examined  in  open  court 

by  Judge  Zattu  dishing  at  the  Novem- 
ber Term  of  1814  and  admitted  to  prac- 

tice in  that  court.  He  had  prepared 

himself  in  the  office  of  Jacob  Houghton 
of  Fredonia.  Courts  and  juries  in  those 

days  had  time  to  listen  to  the  graces  and 

accomplishments  which  at  that  time  the 

lawyer  had  time  to  cultivate.  Business 
increased,  time  became  more  precious, 
and  as  a  result,  the  old  time  eloquence 

has  diminished.  But  James  Mullett  was 

an  orator,  and  a  man  of  keenest  intel- 
lect. The  most  famous  case  in  which 

he  participated  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
trial  of  Joseph  Damon  for  the  murder  of 
his  wife,  in  1834.  This  was  one  of  the 
last  cases  tried  in  the  old  Court  House. 

Addison  Gardner,  Circuit  Judge,  pre- 
sided. Samuel  A.  Brown  was  District 

Attorney  and  Jacob  Houghton  and 

James  Mullett  defended.  Mr.  Mullett's 
summing  up  for  the  defense  ranks  as 
one  of  the  greatest  forensic  efforts  ever 
made  in  this  state,  unavailing  though 

it  was.  Damon  was  convicted  and  pub- 
licly executed  on  a  scaffold  erected  on 

the  western  slope  of  the  hill  not  far 

from  the  Mayville  Union  School  build- 
ing. This  was  the  last  public  execution 

in  the  state,  and  the  number  who  wit- 
nessed it  is  never  estimated  at  less  than 

eigdit  thousand.  At  Damon's  personal 
request  Elder  Sawyer  preached  a  ser- 

mon at  the  time  of  the  execution  from 

Proverbs  xi,  19th:  "So  he  that  pur- 

sueth  evil,  pursueth  it  to  his  own  death." 
James  Mullett  served  the  people  in 

the  Assembly,  as  District  Attorney  and 
as  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  may 

not  be  inappropriate  to  mention  one  of 
the  brilliant  repartees  for  which  he  was 
famous.  He  was  trying  a  case  against 
Millard  Fillmore,  afterwards  President 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mullett  was 

calling  the  jury's  attention  to  the 
wealth  of  the  opposing  party  as  shown 

by  the  employment  of  such  an  array  of 
accomplished  lawyers,  of  whom,  he  said 

Millard  Fillmore  was  the  "right  bower." 
Mr.  Fillmore,  with  an  assumed  air  of 

ignorance  of  the  term,  facetiously  in- 

quired what  he  meant  by  "right  bower." 
Mullett  replied  "the  biggest  knave  in 

the  pack." 
In  Richard  P.  Marvin  we  find  a  name 

that  not  only  has  meant  much  to  the 

City  of  Jamestown,  but  a  name  distin- 
guished throughout  the  State  of  New 

York  and  even  beyond  its  borders.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 

1829,  and  ten  years  later  was,  on  motion 

of  Daniel  Webster,  admitted  as  an  at- 
torney and  counsellor  in  the  Supreme 

Court  of  the  United  States.  He  was  a 

brilliant  advocate  and  an  ideal  Judge. 

He  held  his  judicial  position  for  twenty- 
four  vears,  having  been  originally  elect- 

ed with  James  Mullett  in  1847  to  that 

position.  Horace  Greeley,  who  opposed 

an  Elective  Judiciary,  once  said:  "It 
was  no  wonder  the  Eighth  District  fav- 

ored it.  when  it  had  such  pure  and  able 

Judges  as  Marvin  and  his  associates." Madison  Burnell  is  another  whose 

fame  has  not  faded  with  the  years.  He 

studied  in  the  office  of  Richard  P.  Mar- 
vin, and  was  thoroughly  grounded  in 

elementary  principles,  precedents  and 

the  philosophy  of  the  law.  His  influence 

upon  a  jury  was  almost  unrivalled,  and 
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his  power  of  invective,  sarcasm  and 

scorn  was  dreaded  by  his  opponents. 

Judge  Sill  once  remarked  of  him  in  open 

court,  "There  is  no  lawyer  at  the  Bar 
that  can  cope  with  him,  and  the  facility 
with  which  he  makes  himself  believe 

that  his  cause  is  just,  causes  his  influ- 
ence with  the  jury  to  be  dangerously 

great  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to 

prevent  what  may  become  a  perversion 

of  justice." Dudley  Marvin  was  a  contemporary 

of  Madison  Burnell,  but  came  to  Chau- 

tauqua County  intending  to  retire  from 

practice  after  having  established  a  repu- 
tation at  Canandaigua,  New  York  and 

Brooklyn,  as  one  of  the  most  talented 

men  of  the  state.  He  very  soon  entered 

professional  and  political  life  in  this 
county. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1846,  which 

revolutionized  the  judicial  system  of  the 

state,  the  office  of  "First  Judge"  ceased 
to  exist  and  the  office  of  "County 

Judge"  was  created.  The  following  tal- 
ented men  have  been  elected  to  this  po- 

sition :  1847,  Abner  Lewis;  1852,  Sel- 
den  Marvin  ;  1859,  Abner  Hazeltine,  who 

for  nearly  sixty  years  was  the  leading- 
lawyer  of  the  county,  and  a  pure,  wise 

and  learned  man;  1863  and  1867,  Orsell 
Cook,  keen  and  active  to  the  end  of  his 

long  professional  career  and  having  the 

confidence  of  the  people  as  Surrogate 

and  County  Judge.  Work  was  his  pas- 
time and  his  pleasure;  1871,  Emory  F. 

Warren,  to  whose  early  history  1  am 

indebted  for  main-  facts  which  1  have 
incorporated  in  this  address ;  1877. 
Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  who  died  in  1881, 

and  H.  O.  Lakin  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy;  1882,  John  S.  Lambert, 

now  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

His  extensive  and  accurate  learning, 

his  polished  wit,  his  practical  and  point- 
ed elocution  gave  him  a  commanding 

position  at  the  Bar,  and  excited  the  un- 
changing esteem  and  confidence  of  the 

people;  1890,  Almon  A.  Van  Dusen, 

who  was  the  only  Democrat  who  reach- 
ed this  position,  an  upright  Judge,  a 

wise  counsellor,  and  a  man  rich  in  integ- 

rity ;  1896,  Jerome  B.  Fisher,  warm- 
hearted and  of  a  genial  nature,  brilliant 

and  eloquent. 

(  )f  Chautauqua  County  lawyers,  not 

already  referred  to,  who  have  become 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  are  Ben- 
jamin F.  Green,  who  was  elected  in 

1853  ;  George  Barker  elected  in  1867  and 

again  in  1875  :  JUflge  Barker  was  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  1847,  anfl  soon  be- 

came one  of  the  leading  advocates  of 

this  portion  of  the  state.  He  was  elect- 
ed District  Attorney  in  1853  and  again 

in  1862.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 

stitutional Convention  in  1867.  The 

law  reports  of  this  state  bear  the  rec- 
ord of  his  learning  and  wisdom  as  a 

Judge. John  Woodward  was  appointed  a 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
District  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  1896  and  was 

in  that  year  elected  for  the  full  term  of 

fourteen  years.  He  was  soon  assigned 

by  the  Governor  to  the  Appellate  Divi- 
sion of  the  Second  Department.  Judge 

Woodward  is  one  of  the  youngest  and 

most  talented  men  holding  a  judicial 

position  in  this  state,  and  several  of  his 

opinions  have  received  the  marked  ap- 
proval of  the  highest  court  in  the  state. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  Supreme 

Court  he  was  District  Attorney  of  the 
county. 

Warren  I!.  Hooker  was  elected  to  the 

Supreme  Court  in  1899  after  having  at- 
tained marked  distinction  as  Member 

of  Congress  from  this  district,  where  he 

efficiently  served  the  people  since  1890. 

The  office  of  District  Attorney  places 

a  lawyer  in  a  position  where  his  hand 

is  against  every  man,  and  every  hand 
is  against  him.  Even  the  courts  in  these 

later  days  have  seriously  restricted  his 
freedom  of  speech.    Prior  to  1818  an  at- 
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torney  was  appointed  in  various  dis- 
tricts to  conduct  criminal  prosecutions. 

Polydorus  B.  Wisner  held  the  position 

in  1813  and  was  succeeded  by  John  C. 

Spencer.  In  1818  a  law  provided  for  an 
attorney  in  each  county  and  Daniel  G. 

Garnsay  was  appointed  the  first  District 

Attorney  for  this  county  in  1819.  His 
successors  in  office  have  been  men  of 

character  and  ability.  They  were  as 
follows:  James  Mullett,  Samuel  A. 

Brown,  Joseph  Waite,  David  Mann,  Ab- 
ner  Hazeltine,  Daniel  Sherman,  after- 

wards Surrogate  of  the  county ;  George 

Barker,  John  F.  Smith,  who  yielded  up 
his  life  leading  his  men  to  the  desperate 
charge  of  Fort  Fisher ;  William  O. 
Stevens,  who  fell  at  Chancellorsville ; 

Nahum  S.  Scott,  Benjamin  S.  Skinner, 

still  in  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Fredonia,  Edward  R.  Bootey. 

At  this  time  I  pause  to  pay  the  tribute 
of  my  personal  affection.  His  natural 

hatred  of  crime  gave  him  that  determin- 
ation in  the  trial  of  criminals  that  made 

him  an  ideal  prosecuting  officer.  He 

was  uncompromising  with  wrong,  and 
possessed  a  clear,  logical  mind,  and  a 

kind  of  determined  eloquence  that  made 

him  for  many  years  the  leading  jury 
lawyer  of  the  county. 

Abner  Hazeltine,  Jr.,  who  had  the 

unusual  honor  of  occupying  with  dis- 
tinction the  same  office  formerly  held 

by  his  talented  father.  C.  B.  Bradley, 

Arthur  B.  Ottaway,  a  "verdict  winner ;" 
strong  with  the  jury  and  strong  in  being 

always  "ready"  in  his  cases  ;  Lester  F. 
Stearns,  now  one  of  the  Tax  Commis- 

sioners of  the  state  ;  John  Woodward, 

Eleazer  Green,  the  present  District  At- 
torney, who  tries  his  cases  with  char- 

acteristic vigor,  nervous  energv,  ability 
and  skill. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  Surrogates 

and  Surrogate  Courts  were  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitution  of  1777  nor 

in  the  Constitution  of  1821,  although 

at  the  time  the  Surrogate  and  his  court 

were  exercising  exclusive  jurisdiction 
and  extended  authority.  Squire  White 

was  appointed  the  First  Surrogate,  in 

181 1.  The  Surrogates  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  in  their  order,  are  : 

Daniel  G.  Garnsay,  Albert  Richmond, 

William  Smith,  George  A.  Green,  Wil- 

liam Smith,  Jr.,  Theodore  Brown,  Aus- 
tin Smith,  Henry  O.  Lakin,  Orsell  Cook, 

Charles  G.  Maples,  Orton  Clarke,  Dan- 
iel Sherman,  Emory  F.  Warren,  E.  E. 

Woodbury,  who  is  the  present  Surro- 
gate, now  honored  with  a  second  term. 

He  is  of  a  judicial  temperment,  just  and 
fearless. 

Many  of  the  names  to  which  I  have 
referred  are  as  unknown  to  most  of  you 

as  though  they  had  never  been,  for  the 

fame,  even  the  memory  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  our  profession  is  almost 

as  brief  as  their  lives.  There  are  other 

names  from  the  past  that  should  be 

called  to  your  attention  and  about  whom 

much  could  be  written.  "Some  had 
fame,  some  had  fortune,  some  had 

disappointment  —  all  had  death."' 
Among  the  many  may  be  mentioned 

Abram  Dixon,  first  lawyer  of  West- 
field  ;  William  Smith  of  Mayville ; 

Ernest  Mullett,  Joseph  Waite,  Frank- 
lin H.  Waite,  John  Birdsall,  once 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

Eighth  Judicial  District  and  afterwards 
Chief  Justice  and  Attorney  General  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  ;  Eben  D.  Edson, 

George  A.  Rich,  O.  and  William  Green, 

John  G.  and  Watson  S.  Hinckley,  E.  B. 
Forbush,  Albert  Richmond,  S.  Merwin 

Smith,  James  D.  Strang  of  Mormon 
fame,  Francis  H.  Ruggles,  Carlton  B. 

Curtis,  George  W.  Newcomb,  Arba  K. 

Maynard,  S.  W.  Randall,  Erastus  Foote, 
Charles  H.  S.  Williams,  Elisha  Ward, 

whose  favorite  pastime  was  reading  the 

Greek  Testament ;  Oscar  Stiles,  Stephen 

G.  Dodge,  Hiram  A.  Tucker,  Alfred  A. 

Williams,  Miner  Strope,  George  Hum- 
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phrey,  Nelson  Briant,  William  H.  Cut- 
ler, Joseph  E.  Weeden,  John  Galbraith, 

Russell  Sackett,  William  H.  Pettit,  Wil- 
liam H.  Seward,  who  was  admitted  to 

practice  in  this  county  in  1836;  William 

M.  Newton,  the  memory  of  whose  pow- 
erful eloquence  still  lingers  with  the 

profession ;  Walter  W.  Holt,  John  J. 

Kinney,  Oscar  Johnson,  a  student  and 
man  of  letters  and  a  wise  counsellor ; 

Walter  L.  Sessions,  distinguished  in  the 
Halls  of  the  National  Congress  where 

he  served  this  district  for  many  years ; 

JAMES  VAN  BR  VIE, 
An  Old-time  Pettifogger. 

John  G.  Record,  who  stood  very  high 

in  the  esteem  of  his  professional  breth- 
ren, and  in  the  community  in  which  he 

lived. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  record  the 
achievements  of  the  living  members  of 

the  Bar.  Their  history  is  not  complete 

and  yet  a  portion  of  it  is  already  irre- 
vocably made.  A  future  historian  will, 

in  the  years  to  come,  give  the  final  esti- 
mate of  their  professional  life.  We  have 

already  mentioned  many,  and  others 

should  be  added,  to  make  at  all  com- 
plete those  living  in  1902  who  largely 

share  the  public  attention  and  respect. 

The  patriarch  of  the  Chautauqua 

County  Bar  has  been  for  a  generation 

past  and  is  today  Austin  Smith  of  West- 
field.  He  was  for  many  years  Principal  of 

the  Fredonia  Academy,  and  among  his 
students  was  Madison  Burnell.  He  was 

a  contemporary  of  James  Mullett,  Ab- 
ner  Hazeltine  and  Samuel  A.  Brown 

and  has  now  reached  the  advanced  age 

of  ninety-eight  years.  In  Young's  His- 
tory of  Chautauqua  County,  published 

in  1875,  it  is  stated  "he  is  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Bar  in  this  county  now 

living,  except  Hon.  Abner  Hazeltine  of 

Jamestown."  Far  back  in  1843  when 
Judge  Elial  T.  Foote  retired  from  the 
bench,  we  find  the  name  of  Austin 

Smith  signed,  with  other  members  of 
the  Bar,  to  a  memorial  rehearsing  the 
virtues  of  that  distinguished  Judge. 

During  this  marvelous  career  he  has 

been  universally  esteemed  an  able  law- 

yer. 

The  Bar  was  never  more  vigorous 

than  it  is  today,  and  never  was  more 

thoroughly  equipped  with  men  of  talent, 
close  reasoners  and  effective  advocates. 

Let  me  mention  some  not  already  re- 

ferred to  who  constitute  a  group  of  di- 
vergently illustrious  men :  Clark  R. 

Lockwood  of  Jamestown,  who  for  al- 
most half  a  century  has  been  in  active 

practice  and  is  still  devoted  to  his  pro- 
fession at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

Lorenzo  Morris  of  Fredonia,  a  Jef- 
fersonian  Democrat  of  the  old  school, 

and  once  State  Senator  from  this  dis- 

trict, has  since  1844  held  a  commanding 

position  at  the  Bar. 
Charles  D.  Murray  of  Dunkirk  was 

admitted  to  practice  in  i860.  His  dig- 
nified and  stately  manner,  the  grace 

and  elegance  of  his  diction  and  his  deep 

learning  have  made  him  a  leader  in  the 
profession.  He  is  now  associated  in 

practice  with  John  Leroy  Hurlbert. 
Obed  Edson  has  not  only  successfully 
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followed  the  practice  of  law  for  nearly 

fifty  years  but  is  undoubtedly  the  1)est 

equipped  historian  <>t  this  county.  I  de- 
sire here  to  acknowledge  my  deep  in- 

debtedness to  his  history,  From  which 
with  his  consent,  I  have  made  extended 
extracts. 

James  I.  Fowler  was  for  many  years 
associated  with  Edward  R.  Bootey,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  practice  with  James 
L.  Weeks.  lie  has  never  sought  the 
trial  of  causes,  hut  has  been  a  close 
student  of  the  law  and  one  of  the  safest 

of  counsellors,  a  man  of  absolute  hon- 
esty and  a  hater  of  shams. 

Alonzo  C.  Pickard,  now  practicing 
with  his  son  Rav  F.  Pickard.  He  served 

with  distinction  during  the  Civil  War 

and  has  for  man\-  years  been  one  of  the 
most  active  and  successful  practitioners 
at  the  Bar. 

Winfield  S.  Cameron  is  another  at- 
torney who  devoted  some  of  his  best 

years  to  the  service  of  his  country  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion. 

Frank  \Y.  Stevens  has  associated  with 

him  Fred  R.  Peterson  who  at  one  time 

represented  this  district  in  the  Assem- 
bly. Mr.  Stevens  has  an  enviable  stand- 

ing for  ability  and  uprightness  through- 
out Western  New  York  and  the  confi- 

dence of  the  judiciary.  He  has  served 

as  District  Attorney  of  Cattaraugus 

County.  He  is  grave,  reserved  and  dig- 
nified, endowed  with  profound  learning 

and  a  high  order  of  eloquence. 
Arthur  C.  Wade  has  an  established 

reputation  for  professional  and  business 

ability  extending  far  beyond  the  bor- 
ders of  our  state.  He  is  associated 

with  Mayne  R.  Stevenson  in  his  law 

business  and  occupies  responsible  po- 
sitions in  many  of  the  largest  corpora- 

tions in  this  vicinity.  He  has  success- 

fully defended  the  accused  in  many  im- 
portant criminal  trials  ;  but  in  none  that 

so  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole 

country  for  its  brilliancy  as  in  the  sec- 

ond trial  of  Howard  C.  Benham  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife.  When  Mr.  Wade 

was  called  into  the  case  the  defendant's 
conviction  had  keen  affirmed  by  the 

Court  of  Appeals.  Within  a  few  hours 

before  the  time  fixed  for  his  client's  ex- 
ecution, he  procured  an  order  for  a  new 

trial.  W  ith  his  unrivalled  powers  of  be- 
witching juries  and  convincing  courts, 

he  secured  an  acquittal. 

Franz  C.  Lewis,  John  L.  Campbell  of 
Brocton;  Richard  A.  Hall,  Arden  L. 

Bullock,  Edgar  W.  Curtis,  of  Cherry 
Creek ;  William  Bookstaver,  Thomas  J. 

Cummings,  City  Attorney  Samuel  P. 
Fox,  Thomas  EI.  Larkin,  Albert  E.  Nu- 

gent, Leslie  A.  Pease,  Special  Surro- 

gate;  John  1\.  Patterson,  Jr.,  Assistant 
District  Attorney;  Elton  D.  Warner, 

1  )eputy  Attorney  General  ;  Bert  E. 

Farnham,  formerly  City  Attorney;  Dan- 
iel A.  Reed,  Rollin  W.  Snow,  Fred  G. 

yman,  Joseph  C.  White  of  Dunkirk  ; 
Theodore  A.  Case,  M.  LaVern  Clapp  of 

Ellington  ;  Henry  A.  Clark,  Arthur  R. 

Moore,  Nelson  J.  Palmer,  Byron  F. 
Record,  William  S.  Stearns,  Clinton 

O.  Tarbox,  John  A.  Warren,  Harry 

B.  Espy,  of  Fredonia ;  Walter  H. 
Edson,  Harley  N.  Crosby,  Harmon 
D.  Nutting  of  Falconer ;  Edward  L. 

Bailey  of  Findley  Lake;  Albert  W. 
Hull,  Walter  Record  of  Forestville ; 

George  T.  Armstrong,  Allen  E.  Bil- 
lings, Chester  D.  Babcock,  Edwin  L. 

Brooks,  Byron  A.  Barlow,  S.  Miles 
Bouton,  Elhanan  W.  Bucklin,  Jr.. 

George  R.  Butts,  formerly  Special 

County  Judge  ;  Ole  L.  Becker,  Joel  J. 
Crandall,  Erastus  Crosby,  J.  Delevan 

Curtiss,  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  member  of 
the  last  Constitutional  Convention  and 

a  recognized  authority  on  Constitution- 
al law  ;  Dexter  D.  Dorn,  Alfred  Dick- 

son, Glenn  A.  Frank,  Alfred  L.  Furlow, 
Leon  L.  Fancher,  Archie  D.  Falconer. 

J.  Samuel  Fowler,  Member  of  Assem- 

bly ;  Edward  J.  Green,  Charles  S.  Grov- 
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er,  Nelson  H.  Hill,  former  Special 

County  Judge  ;  A.  Frank  Jenks,  George 
W.  Jude,  Police  Justice;  Arthur  W. 
Kettle,  William  E.  King,  Nathan  D. 

Lewis,  Wilton  D.  Lindsey,  Harry  R. 

Lewis,  Frank  H.  Mott,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing Democratic  orators  of  the  state ; 

Olof  A.  Olson,  Vernon  E.  Peckham, 

Referee  in  Bankruptcy ;  Clare  A.  Pick- 
ard,  John  H.  Prather,  Wilson  C.  Price, 
Ralph  E.  Russell,  Frank  E.  Sessions, 
Porter  Sheldon,  retired  from  practice  ; 

John  G.  Wicks,  formerly  City  Attorney  ; 
DeForest  D.  Woodford,  Arthur  H. 

Hitchcock,  Jerome  M.  Hobart,  Herbert 

L.  Hunt,  former  Assistant  District  At- 
torney ;  Elbert  V.  Hetfield,  Lawrence 

W.  Wiltsie,  Frank  S.  Wheeler,  Special 

County  Judge  ;  Charles  H.  Wiborg,  of 
Jamestown  ;  C.  Frank  Chapman,  George 
A.  Chace,  William  H.  Scofield,  Willis 

H.  Tennant,  William  G.  Martin  of  May- 
ville ;  Frank  P.  Whicher,  of  Ripley ; 
Charles  M.  Reed,  W.  Thomas  Wilson, 

Fred  H.  Sylvester,  of  Sinclairville  ;  Her- 
bert W.  Allen,  Carlton  B.  Livermore, 

George  E.  Towr.e,  former  Member  of 

Assembly,  Frank  L.  Smith,  of  Silver 
Creek  ;  Freeman  L.  Morris,  Clifford  H. 
Newell,  T.  W.  Schiller,  of  Sherman ; 
Silas  W.  Mason,  Harlan  L.  Munson,  C. 

A.  Kingsbury,  Henry  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 
of  Westfield. 

The  dav  has  long  since  passed  when 

a  man  can  practice  law  with  a  knowl- 
edge drawn  from  Plowden,  Coke,  the 

Year  Books,  Grotius  and  Blackstone. 
Fie  must  have  hundreds  of  books  about 

him,  and  even  thousands  within  easy 
reach. 

In  1785  when  Chancellor  Kent  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  there  was  not  a 

solitary  volume  of  reports  in  any  court 
in  this  country.  The  first  in  this  state 

was  issued  in  1794. 
The  first  volume  of  Revised  Statutes 

was  not  issued  until  1829. 

Many  conditions  existing  in  that  re- 

mote time  of  which  I  have  spoken  have 

passed  away  and  have  forced  changes 
in  those  laws  that  had  outlived  the  rea- 

sons of  their  creation.  Let  me  as  illus- 
trations refer  to  the  abolition  of  im- 

prisonment for  debt  in  1831  ;  the  law 

of  1847  that  for  the  first  time  permitted 

parties  and  interested  witnesses  to  tes- 

tify ;  the  law  of  1 848,  changing  the  pro- 
perty relations  and  powers  of  husband 

and  wife  ;  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of 

Civil  Procedure  in  1848,  and  the  pres- 
ent law  by  which  corporations  can  be 

created  almost  without  limit.  A  bare 

reference  to  these  changes  sufficiently 
indicates  the  corresponding  changes 

that  have  taken  place  in  the  practice  of 

the  law.  As  in  the  past,  so  in  the  future 

the  Bar  must  be  leaders  in  public 

thought,  in  the  repeal  of  bad  laws,  and 
in  the  correction  of  wrong  and  abuses. 
If  the  Bar  of  the  coming  century  is  as 
true  to  its  high  mission  as  the  Bar  has 

been  during  the  century  that  is  past,  the 
history  that  may  then  be  written  will 
be  one  of  which  no  man  need  be 

ashamed. 
July  1  1903. 

THE   FIRST   MURDER   TRIAL   IN  CHAU- 
TAUQUA COUNTY. 

The  Plea  For  Joseph   Damon — The  Speech 
Which  Made  the  Fame  of  Judge  James 

Mullett. 

On  the  24th  day  of  April,  1834,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Damon,  living  on  the  Chautauqua 
Road  about  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
Fredonia,  was  found  on  a  bed  in  her  home 
with  face,  hair,  and  the  pillow  on  which  she 
liy  stiff  with  the  clotted  current  of  her  own 
life,  which  soon  ceased  entirely  to  exist. 
Joseph  Damon  stood  in  the  room,  red  with 
the  bipod  of  his  wife,  apparently  in  a  state 
of  unconcerned  stupidity.  An  iron  bar 
which  had  been  used  as  a  fire  poker,  and 
which  then  stood  near  the  fire  place,  by  its 
blood  smeared  surface,  proclaimed  itself  the 
instrument  of  the  bloody  deed. 
Damon  was  present  at  the  taking  of  the 

inquisition — was  afterwards  taken  to  the 
village  in  chains  and  in  that  situation  sat 
and  conversed  with  hundreds  of  his  neigh- 
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bors  and  acquaintances,  and  must  have  no- 
ticed the  deep  horror,  which,  like  a  dark 

cloud,  seemed  to  have  settled  upon  the  peo- 
ple with  whom  he  had  long  lived;  yet  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  these  solemn  transactions 

he  exhibited  the  same  mysterious  unnatural 
torpidity  of  feeling  and  bluntness  of  sensi- 
bility. 

His  trial  occurred  on  the  22nd  of  Septem- 
ber, before  Judge  Addison  Gardiner,  with 

Hon.  Philo  Orton,  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  Ben- 
jamin Walworth  and  Artomus  Herrick, 

Judges  of  the  County  Court,  as  Associates. 
The  counsel  for  the  people  were  Samuel  A. 
Brown,  District  Attorney,  and  Sheldon 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  Buffalo.  For  the  prisoner, 
appeared  James  Mullett  and  Jacob  Hough- 

ton, of  Fredonia. 
Damon  was  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 

cuted on  a  gillows  erected  on  the  hillside 

at  Mayville.    This  amphitheater  for  the  ter- 
rible tragedy  of  law  was  crowded  with  peo- 
ple.   Men,  women  and  children  came  from 

all  parts  cf  the  county.    It  was  made  a  gen- 
eral holiday.    They  came  on  wagons  and  on 

foot  and  horseback  from  all  the  towns  to 
see  Damon  die.    The  hillside  was  crowded 
-.vith  them.    It  was  the  first  execution  tnat 
hid  taken  place  in  the  county,  and  public 
sentiment  had  not  yet  reached  that  deep 
r.version  to  legil  public  executions.  Stern 
theological  training  had  obliterated  sympa- 

thies.   "He  who  sheds  man's  blood,  by  man 
sh-11  his  blood  be  shed,"  was  the  unalter- 

able  decree.     Except   for   this  sentiment. 

Judge  Mullett's  powerful  plea  might  have 
been  effective  to  clear  the  prisoner.  There 
wis  no  question  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  prironer  had  been  secured  red-handed 
by  the  side  of  his  dying  wife.    The  theory 
of  the  defense  was  that  the  prisoner  was  in- 

sane, and  in  suppo-t  of  this  Mr.  Mullett 
made  a  powerful  argument,  drawing  from  all 
the  medical  lore  of  that  time.   It  was  at  that 
time  a  new  defense:  yet  he  brought  to  bear 
all  the  evidence  of  later  days.    The  latter 
part  of  his  plea  was  devoted  to  breaking 
down  the  religious  bias  in  the  minds  of  the 
jury  in  regard  to  the  old  Mosaic  law,  which 
to  them  was  more  sacred  than  English  law. 
Theological  authorities  are  more  quoted  in 
it  than  legal  authorities.    The  eloquence  of 
his  closing  sentences  drew  tears  from  all 
present,  but  the  stern  judgment  was  not  re- 

laxed.   It  was  the  first  murder  in  the  com- 
paratively   new    settlement.    An  example 

must  be  made  and  Damon  was  condemned 
to  die.    We  make  some  brief  extracts  from 

this  celebrated  plea,  not  only  because  it  will 
be  of  interest  to  many  who,  then  in  their 
youth,  are  now  gray  with  years,  and  who 
remembered  the  scenes  of  that  day,  but  to 
show  the  method  of  thought  then,  and  as  a 
specimen  of  forensic  eloquence  of  that  day. 
First  are  the  opening  sentences,  and  never 
was  ground  work  more  skillfully  laid  or  bet- 

ter calculated  to  have  a  deep  effect: 

May  it  please  the  Court, 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury: — It  is  my  good  for- 
tune to  be  personally  acquainted  with  most 

of  you;  and  to  associate  you  with  some  of 
the  most  important  recollections  of  my  life. 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  occupy  this  piace, 
and  to  stand  before  you  in  the  performance 

JAJ1IS  M  L~  L  LETT. 

of  the  duties  cf  my  profession,  till  the  diffi- 
dence of  ycuth  and  inexperience  have  in 

seme  measure  worn  cff.  buf  I  trust  you  will 
believe  me  when  I  assure  you  that  I  never 
feit  the  overwhelming  influence  of  responsi- 

bility to  the  degree  which  now  oppresses 
me.  For  the  first  time  I  now  present  myself 
as  an  advocate  for  the  life  of  a  human  being. 
In  the  name  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  I  am 
to  implore  you,  his  fellow  mortals,  for  the 
continence  f  that  life,  over  which  you 
have  no  rightful  control,  which  you  could 
not  give,  and  which  you  ought  net  to  take 
away:  and  I  am  almost  petrified  with  the 
awful  apprehension  that  something  I  may 
say  or  do  may  give  an  improper  direction 
to  your  deliberations,  and  produce  conse- 
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quences  which  we  shall  long  deplore.  But  I 
entreat  you,  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  su- 

perhuman powers  which  the  law  pretends 
to  give  you  over  this  unfortunate  man,  the 
errors  or  improprieties  of  his  advocate  may 
not  be  added  to  the  misfortunes  which  now 
thicken  around  him.  Enough  of  calamity 
and  misery  are  already  his.  His  awakened 
consciousness  now  perceives  the  desolation 
which  rests  upon  all  the  joys  of  his  life;  his 
home  is  torn  from  him  and  in  the  hands  of 
strangers;  his  children  beyond  his  reach, 
lone,  motherless  and  dependent  on  the  char- 

ities of  those  who  cannot  feel  a  mother's 
love;  himself  a  public  spectacle,  branded 
with  the  name  of  crime,  and  shunned  by 
those  who  know  him;  she  who  used  to  pillow 
his  aching  head  upon  her  bosom,  in  all  the 
gory  horrors  of  her  death  appears  to  swim 
before  his  disordered  vision,  but  to  mock 
his  despair;  and  when  he  raises  his  hand 
to  his  throbbing  temple  and  tearless  eye, 
he  finds  it  red  with  the  blood  of  his  wife,  and 
himself  the  mysterious  author  of  his  own 
ruin.  To  his  recovered  reflection  a  dark 
cloud  seems  to  rest  upon  the  termination  of 
his  joys,  through  whose  gloom  he  is  unable 
to  trace  the  intricate  motives  of  his  own  ac- 

tion. No  wonder  then  that  he  looks  to  you 
in  perfect  despair  of  your  inability  to  com- 

prehend the  cause  of  the  horrid  transaction 
on  which  you  are  about  to  pass,  and  that 
he  feels  that,  with  the  best  intentions,  you 

cannot  have  a  wisdom  p:-oportioned  to  the 
powers  which  you  are  asked  to  assume. 

As  a  counsel,  I  find  other  circumstances 
of  evil  omen  gathering  around  his  cause, 
which  excite  fears  for  the  result,  which  my 
entire  confidence  in  the  purity  of  your  inten- 

tions and  the  soundness  of  your  judgments 
are  not  sufficient  to  dispel.  You  who  are  to 
decide  upon  his  life  and  death  are  but  men; 
and  men  with  the  same  honesty  of  purpose 
and  kindness  of  disposition  entertain  differ- 

ent opinions  on  important  subjects;  and  on 
none  more  than  those  connected  with  moral 

rights  and  duties.  In  this  thinking  and  in- 
telligent community,  there  is  a  great  diver- 

sity of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  capital  pun- 
ishment. The  aggregate  amount  of  reason 

and  argument  by  which  these  opinions  are 
supported  form  the  mass  of  intelligence  on 
the  subject,  and  their  united  influence  con- 

stitute the  standard  of  public  morals.  In  a 
government  founded  on  public  opinion,  its 
legislation  and  jurisprudence  should  corres- 

pond with  the  public  sentiment,  and  feel 
the  mellowing  influence  of  blended  opinion, 

rather  than  represent  the  entire  principles  of 
a  particular  sect.  Among  all  the  jurors  sum- 

moned to  attend  this  court,  few  only  were 
found  competent  to  sit  on  this  trial;  and 
they  were  selected  from  that  part  of  the 
community  holding  opinions  adverse  to  the 
hopes  of  the  prisoner  whose  life  is  put  into 
their  hands.  The  opinion  of  the  jury,  then, 
is  unlike  the  opinion  of  the  community 
whose  laws  are  violated,  and  they  are  se- 

lected because  they  would  be  more  likely 
to  condemn.  These  reflections  convey  no 
moral  reproach.  No  doubt  is  entertained 
of  the  honesty  of  those  opinions,  which  are 
considered  as  indispensable  qualifications  to 

the  jurors,  but  they  diminish  the  prisoner's 
chance  of  acquital  and  dim  his  hopes  of  life. 

Agion,  I  am  well  enough  acquainted  with 
human  nature  to  dread  the  influence  of  prej- 

udice upon  your  deliberations,  on  this  excit- 
ing subject.  By  prejudice,  I  mean  only 

those  opinions  which  are  formed  previously 
to  the  exercise  of  judgment,  upon  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  facts — those  conclusions 
which  we  so  often  adopt  at  the  suggestion 
of  our  best  sympathies  and  affections  and 
which  are,  therefore,  consistent  with  the 
utmost  purity  of  intention,  and  may  yet  be 
erroneous  and  hard  to  remove.  As  observed 
by  the  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  associated  in  this  defense,  the 
transaction  which  you  are  now  investigat- 

ing created  a  moral  shock  in  the  community, 
from  which  the  people  are  not  yet  re- 

covered. Sympathy  for  the  suffering  victim 
created  a  corresponding  indignation  against 
her  destroyer.  He  was  pronounced  a  mon- 

ster who  deserved  not  even  the  form  of  a 
trial.  His  life  was  considered  already  for- 

feited, and  thousands  stood  ready  to  demand 
the  sacrifice.  Even  the  lips  made  to  pro- 

nounce the  angel  accents  of  kindness  and 
love,  have  demanded  his  blood;  and  eyes 
that  could  not  see  an  insect  die,  have  longed 
to  see  him  in  the  agonies  of  his  final  suffer- 

ing, as  if  the  offering  up  of  his  life  could 
bring  back  the  life  he  had  taken,  or  was 
necessary  to  appease  the  shade  of  her  who 
had  gone  before  him.  These  feelings  have 
deeply  agitated  the  community  from  which 
you  are  taken,  and  you  must  have  been  more 
or  less  than  men  not  to  have  felt  their 
influence.  You  have  felt  their  influence. 
You  are  not  rocks  to  remain  unmoved 

by  the  agitated  sea  of  public  senti- 
ment which  surrounds  you.  I  will  not  ask 

you  to  dismiss  these  prejudices;  this  you 
have  already  done  as  far  as  human  nature 
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is  capable  of  doing  it,  but  it  is  their  unseen 
and  unknown  influence  that  I  deprecate. 
But  the  excitement  to  which  I  allude  has 
not  always  proceeded  from  the  kind  synv 
pathies  of  our  nature.  Fraud  and  falsehood 
have  conspired  to  swell  the  tide  of  feeling 
and  indignation  which  overwhelms  the  pris- 

oner at  the  bar.  As  it  was  supposed  he 
could  make  no  defense,  and  must  be  anxious 
a  little  longer  to  hold  on  to  a  miserable  ex- 

istence, it  was  concluded  that  he  had  no 
way  to  avoid  a  condemnation  but  to  feign 
insanity  upon  his  arraignment  and  thereby 
avoid  a  trial.  Hence,  the  report  was  cur- 

rent in  this  village  yesterday  that  he  had 
determined  upon  the  course,  and  was  practic- 

ing upon  the  artifice.  I  was  frequently  asked 
with  a  significant  wink,  if  the  prisoner  was 
not  insane.  The  inquiry  was  so  frequently 

and  disgustingly  made  I  concluded  to  go  'to 
the  gaol,  to  see  on  what  it  was  founded.  I 
found  the  prisoner  in  the  depths  of  his  cell, 
brooding  over  the  horrors  of  his  situation, 
but  prepared  with  fortitude  to  meet  his  fate. 
He  is  now  before  you — without  evasion  and 
without  artifice;  and  you  and  he  are  sur- 

rounded by  this  assembled  community — this 
dense  mass  of  human  life — excited  by  all  the 
feelings  of  our  nature,  and  vibrating  with 
hopes  and  fears  for  the  result  of  your  delib- 
eration. 

But,  as  if  the  administration  of  civil  jus- 
tice would  not  be  sufficient  in  this  case, 

without  being  influenced  by  the  fiery  zeal 
of  superstition,  you  are  told  that  the  des- 

truction of  the  offender  should  be  swift  and 
certain,  because  he  had  committed  a  sin 
against  the  Majesty  of  Heaven  by  daring 
to  destroy  the  life  which  He  gave.  All  this 
may  be  true,  but  whence  did  you  derive  au- 

thority to  dispense  the  justice  of  the  Al- 
mighty? Your  civil  jurisdiction  is  easily 

traced,  but  where  is  your  commission  to 
execute  the  decrees  of  the  Infinite  wisdom1. 
When  did  Almighty  power  need  human  help? 
and  how  were  you  appointed  the  agents  of 
Heaven?  True,  the  act  of  which  the  pris- 

oner is  accused,  is  a  sin  against  Divine,  as 
well  as  a  violation  of  human  laws;  but  it 
does  not  follow  from  thence,  that  human 
tribunals  have  a  right  to  punish  it  as  a  sin. 
To  illustrate  this;  some  acts  are  sinful, 
which  are  not  offenses  against  the  laws  of 
society,  and  some  violations  of  the  laws  of 
society  are  in  themselves  sinless.  The 
boundaries  of  the  civil  jurisdiction  are  here 
plain.  Other  acts  are  both  sins  and  public 

offenses,  but  human  tribunals  have  juris- 

diction of  them  only  as  violations  of  the 

laws  of  society.  The  sin  is  left  to  be  pun- 
ished or  forgiven  by  a  tribunal  which  can- 

not err,  to  whom  the  motives  of  the  human 
heart  are  clearly  known,  and  according  to 
justice  mingled  with  Divine  mercy.  Before 
that  tribunal  the  accused  has  an  advocate 

who  cannot  fail,  and  a  sure  means  of  avoid- 
ing the  penalties  of  the  offended  law.  Here, 

repentance  and  contrition  are  in  vain,  and  is 
man  more  just  than  God?  Before  you  as- 

sume the  powers  of  the  Almighty,  and  dare 
to  raise  the  hand  of  retributive  justice 
against  a  fellow  mortal,  be  sure  that  you 
have  the  attribute  of  Divine  wisdom,  and  the 
means  of  dispensing  the  forgiving  mercy  of 
Heaven.  However  awful  the  sin  of  this  un- 

fortunate man  may  be,  and  however  horri- 
ble his  anticipations  of  Divine  wrath,  you 

have  no  jurisdiction  over  him,  only  as  a 
member  of  the  community  to  which  you  be- 

long, and  as  agents  of  that  community,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  an  alleged  violation 

of  its  civil  policy. 

(The  testimony  of  Damon's  mother  was 
introduced  in  the  following  paragraph:) 

There  is  one  witness  whose  venerable  ap- 
pearance and  sacred  character  shed  a  hal- 

lowed influence  over  everything  she  says, 
which  demands  my  implicit  belief  and 
reverential  faith.  I  mean  the  aged  mother 
of  the  prisoner.  This  witness  testifies 
that  when  the  prisoner,  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  before  he  committed  the  hor- 

rible deed,  came  into  her  house,  she  ob- 
served that  he  did  not  look  as  he  usually 

did.  He  looked  wild,  and  his  eyes  looked 

like  a  crazy  person's.  She  also  testified  that 
the  prisoner  had  been  out  of  health  a  great 
deal;  that  his  complaint  was  in  his  head; 
that  he  complained  of  his  head  often.  Now, 
gentlemen,  whatever  yo"  may  say  to  the 
testimony  of  this  witness,  I  dare  not  disbe- 

lieve it.  I  revere  the  sacred  source  from 
whence  it  comes;  and  trust  with  the  most 

implicit  faith  in  the  nice  observation,  un- 
tiring anxiety,  and  sleepless  watchfulness 

of  a  mother's  love.  They  are  prompted  by 
nature's  strongest  affections  —  affections 
which  outlive  all  selfish  considerations — en- 

dure through  all  changes  of  circumstances, 
and  die  but  with  the  last  throb  of  expiring 
nature.  Although  the  palsying  hand  of 
time  may  scatter  the  seeds  of  mortality  and 
death  on  the  other  affections  of  the  human 
heart,  and  render  it  cold  and  languid  in  its 
responses  to  the  passions  of  youth,  yet  ma- 

ternal affection  triumphs  over  the  waste  and 
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desolation  around  it — stands  alone  amid  the 
ruin  of  human  hopes  and  is  the  last  relax- 

ing ligament  which  binds  the  soul  to  earth. 
Even  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  view  of 
eternity,  the  expiring  mother  breathes  the 
last  throb  of  her  ebbing  existence  in  a 
prayer  for  blessings  on  her  child.  Can  this 
mother  be  mistaken  in  the  changes  of  her 

son's  countenance, — that  object  which  she 
had  watched  from  the  first  dimpling  smile  in 
the  cradle,  through  .all  the  varied  changes 
of  infancy,  youth  and  manhood,  till  every 
well  known  lineament  became  a  subject  of 

hope  or  fear,  and  every  change  was  reflec'- 
ed  back  in  the  sunshine  glow  of  joy,  or  the 
cloudy  aspect  of  sorrow?  Will  it  be  pre- 

tended that  the  dark  house,  and  dim  eyes 
of  this  venerable  witness,  render  her  story 
improbable?  They  must  have  been  the 
glassy  dimness  of  death,  and  the  darkness 
of  the  grave! 
The  plea  concludes  as  follows: 
Many  of  our  best  and  most  pious  men  do 

not  consider  the  phrase,  "Whoso  sheddeth 
man's  blood  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed," 
as  amounting  to  a  command,  or  being  in- 

tended for  one.  They  consider  it  merely  a 
prediction  of  what  would  happen  from  com 
mencing  a  system  of  strife  and  bloodsned, 
and  to  be  construed  like  similar  expressions 

on  other  subjects,  such  as  "he  that  leadeth 
into  captivity;"  "He  that  taketh  up  the 
sword  shall  fall  by  the  sword,"  none  of  which 
are  construed  as  commands  to  be  literally 
executed.  Beccarie,  Rev.  W.  Turner.  Dr. 
Franklin,  Priestly,  Dymond,  Livingston  and 
many  others  consider  the  punishment  of 
death  but  little  better  than  judicial  murder. 
This  is  an  awful  but  an  unavoidable  con- 

clusion unless  we  can  show  Divine  authori- 
ty in  its  justification.  But  instead  of  in- 

dulging in  the  pride  of  speculation,  would 
it  not  be  well  for  feeble  and  erring  man, 
with  due  humility  and  reverence,  to  endeav- 

or to  imitate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  justice 
and  mercy  of  Him  who  cannot  err.  What 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Almighty  toward  the 
first  murderer,  when  the  blood  of  the  slain 
cried  to  him  from  the  ground?  Did  He  de- 

mand the  life  of  Cain  himself,  or  command 
men  to  take  it  from  him?  No.  He  drove 
the  murderer  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond 
from  the  society  of  men  against  whom  he  had 
lifted  his  impious  and  blood  stained  hand, 
but  he  did  not  slay  him,  nor  permit  men  to 
do  it.  He  set  His  mark  upon  Cain  to  pro- 

tect his  life  against  the  revenge  of  men,  and 

declared  that  whosoever  slew  Cain,  ven- 
geance should  be  taken  on  him  seven  fold; 

thus,  in  this  case  expressly  forbidding  the 
law  of  retaliation — a  law  which  enlightened 
reason  and  Christian  philosophy  have  al- 

most expunged,  and  I  humbly  hope  and  be- 
lieve that  the  time  is  fast  coming  when  its 

last  red  stain  will  be  wiped  from  the  Stat- 
ute Book. 

But  whether  this  redeeming  spirit  will 
come  in  season  to  save  the  prisoner,  will 
soon  be  learned  from  your  verdict.  His  fate 
for  time,  and  perhaps  for  eternity,  is  in  your 
hands;  and  one  turn  of  thought,  one  rash 
conclusion  will  decide  it  forever. 

If  in  wandering  through  the  maze  of  facts, 
and  night  of  argument,  which  envelop  this 
case,  you  could  take  the  star  of  your  own 
feelings  for  a  guide,  how  earnestly  could  he 
invocate  you  by  your  love  of  life,  by  all  the 
kindly  affections  which  entwine  as  round 
your  hearts,  and  bind  you  to  earth;  by  your 
fear  of  death,  and  dread  of  eternity,  to  spare 
him,  that  he  may,  under  the  protection  of 
his  friends,  go  to  the  scene  of  his  former 
humble  happiness,  endeavor  to  reunite  the 
links  of  his  broken  mind,  and  learn  the  clue 
to  his  misfortunes;  that  if  they  can  be 
traced  to  any  dangerous  and  maddening  in- 

dulgence, or  blind  impetuosity  of  passion, 
he  may,  with  his  penitential  tears,  shed 
upon  the  grave  of  the  injured  one,  wash 
the  blood  from  his  own  soul;  that  he  may 
once  more  press  to  his  aching  bosom  the 
bereaved  objects  of  his  paternal  care,  and 
morning  after  morning  in  the  holy  calm  of 
twilight,  before  the  young  day  is  startled 

by  the  sins  of  man,  lead  them  to  a  mother's 
grave,  and  try  to  tell  them  of  a  mother's 
love.  That  for  their  sake  he  may  efface  the 
memory  of  former  examples  and  warm  their 
young  souls  with  hopes  he  never  knew. 
And  that  when  he  shall  have  spent  the  few 
short  days  of  his  remaining  life  in  cherish- 

ing the  affections  which  are  left  to  his  wid- 
owed heart,  he  may  quietly  lay  down  the 

burden  of  mortality  and  bless  you  for  the 
hopes  of  a  happy  eternity.  Or  if  the  deci- 

sion of  his  destiny  could  be  submitted  to  this 
assembled  community,  whose  countenances 
now  glisten  with  the  kind  and  forgiving  sym- 

pathies of  their  nature,  and  who  bend  with 
tender  commiseration  over  the  misfortunes 

of  a  fellow  mortal,  how  soon  would  his  des- 
ponding and  sinking  soul  be  renovated  by 

their  united  voice  to  save  him — save  him 
for  pity,  and  not  for  vengeance. 
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BY  WM.  W.  HENDERSON,  Secretary. 

Twenty-one  years  ago,  July  19,  1883, 

at  Barnes'  Pavilion,  Maple  Springs,  an 
inviting  spot  on  the  shores  of  our  beau- 

tiful lake,  the  following  named  persons, 

to-wit :  Samuel  G.  Love,  William  W. 

Henderson,  Obed  Edson,  Dr.  Ai  Wat- 
erhouse,  Judge  L.  Bugbee,  William  C. 

J.  Hall,  John  A.  Hall,  A.  Brooks 
Fletcher,  Judge  Daniel  Sherman,  Dr. 

Horace  C.  Taylor  and  Dr.  Charles  Par- 

ker, having  previously  consulted  with 

other  early  residents  of  the  county  re- 
garding the  utility  and  necessity  of  a 

permanent  organization  for  the  collec- 
tion and  preservation  of  valuable  his- 

toric facts  in  local  history  and  the  ex- 
ploration and  development  of  local 

fields  and  subjects  of  scientific  research, 

resolved  to  unite  in  calling  an  initial 

meeting  for  the  purpose  at  the  time 
and  place  named. 

A  majority  of  the  originators  were 
in  attendance.  The  meeting  was  called 

to  order  at  eleven  A.  M.  by  William 
W.  Henderson  and  on  motion  of  Obed 

Edson  of  Sinclairville,  Prof.  Samuel  G. 

Love  of  Jamestown  was  nominated 
temporary  Chairman  and  William  W. 

Henderson  of  the  same  place  tempor- 
ary Secretary,  both  of  whom  tvere  on 

ballot  declared  duly  elected. 

Professor  Love  on  taking  the  chair 

returned  thanks  for  the  compliment  and 

briefly  reviewed  the  purpose  and  objects 

of  the  meeting.  The  draft  of  a  consti- 
tution and  by  laws  had  been  prepared 

and  was  presented  by  Mr.  Henderson. 
These  were  read  by  the  Secretary  and 

discussed  in  detail  by  the  assembly,  and 

as  finally  amended  were  on  motion 

unanimously  adopted.  (  >n  motion  of 
Dr.  Waterhouse,  the  society  under  the 

constitution  proceeded  to  the  election 

of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  with  the 

following  results  : 

President — Samuel  G.  Love,  James- 
town. 

First  Vice  President — William  C.  J. 

Hall,  Jamestown. 
Second  Vice  President — Dr.  Horace 

C.  Taylor,  Brocton. 

Secretary — William  W.  Henderson 

Jamestown. 
Treasurer — Judge  L.  Bugbee,  Stock- 

ton. 

Executive  Committee — Obed  Edson. 

Chairman,  Sinclairville  ;  Dr.  Ai  Water- 
house,  Jamestown ;  Daniel  Sherman, 
Forestville  ;  John  A.  Hall,  Jamestown; 
Dr.  Charles  Parker,  Panama. 

By  vote  of  the  societv  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Hall  the  question  of  charter  mem- 
bers was  referred  to  the  Executive 

Committee  with  power  to  add  to  the  list 

within  the  next  sixty  days  the  names  of 

such  persons  desiring  to  become  char- 
ter members  as  may  be  deemed  eligible. 

A  committee  consisting  of  W'illiam  C. 
J.  Hall,  William  W.  Henderson  and 

Judge  L.  Bugbee  was  appointed  to  ex- 
plore and  report  upon  the  mounds  and 

earthworks  located  in  vicinity  of  James- 

town. Papers  and  addresses  to  be  pre- 
pared and  read  before  the  societv  at 

its  next  meeting  were  by  personal  con- 
sent assigned  as  follows  : 
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"History  of  Educational  Progress," 
Professor  Love. 

"Geology  of  Chautauqua  Lake  Reg- 
ion," Obed  Edson. 

"The  Flora  of  Chautauqua,"  Dr.  Ai 
Waterhouse. 

"Pioneer  Homes  and  Characteris- 

tics," J.  L.  Bugbee. 
On  motion  of  Obed  Edson  the  so- 

ciety voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  at 

Jamestown  on  Thursday,  January  17, 

1884,  at  such  place  and  hour  as  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  designate, 

of  which  the  members  shall  be  duly  no- 
tified. 

Such  in  brief  was  the  origin  of  the 

Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and 
Natural  Science.  That  it  has  during 

the  intervening  years  of  its  existence 
contributed  largely  to  the  objects  named 
will  not  be  denied.  Its  archives  em- 

brace nearly  one  hundred  able  and  val- 
uable papers,  reports  and  addresses 

contributed  by  its  members  and  read 

before  the  society  at  its  stated  meet- 

ings. Many  of  these  have  been  pub- 
lished for  exchange  and  distribution, 

and  have  added  valuable  material  to 

the  recorded  historv  and  natural  sci- 

ence of  the  country  as  displayed  in  vari- 

ous volumes  published  by  private  enter- 

prise. It  has  by  its  exchanges  with  kin- 
dred societies  and  donations  from  the 

Smithsonian  Institute  and  other  insti- 

tutions and  from  private  individuals  ac- 
cumulated the  substantial  basis  of  a 

Library  of  History,  Biography  and 
Science.  The  society  has  recently  been 

presented  by  its  Secretary  with  one 
hundred  twentv-three  bound  volumes  of 

history,  biography,  etc.,  and  one  hun- 
dred ninety  monthly  numbers  of  the 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  and  Hum- 
bolt  Library  of  Science,  etc.  These  and 
other  books  and  papers  of  value  have 

been  encased  by  this  society  and  re- 

ceived in  charge  by  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  the   City  of 

Jamestown  as  a  reference  library  for 
the  service  of  the  members  of  these 

organizations  and  the  public  during  the 

pleasure  of  both  societies. 

List  of  papers  and  sketches  read  be- 
fore the  Chautauqua  Society  of  His- 
tory and  Natural  Science  from  the  date 

of  its  organization  July  19,  1883: 

Report  on  Local  Mounds  and  Earth- 
works, by  W.  W.  Henderson. 

Geology  of  Chautauqua  Lake  Reg- 
ion, by  Obed  Edson. 

Pioneer  Homes  and  Characteristics, 

by  Judge  L.  Bugbee. 
Pioneer  Press  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty, by  Willard  McKinstry. 
Methods  by  which  the  Progress  of 

Civilization  is  Maintained,  by  Prof. 
Samuel  G.  Love. 

Classified  List  of  Flowering-  Plants 
in  Chautauqua  County,  by  Dr.  Ai  Wat- 
erhouse. 

Pioneer  Homes,  etc.,  (second  paper"), 
by  Judge  L.  Bugbee. 

Classified  List-  of  Birds  of  Chautau- 

qna  County,  John  M.  Edson. 
The  Beaver,  Chautauqua  its  early 

hapitat,  remarks  upon  a  specimen  from 
Canada  presented  the  Union  School,  by 
William  W.  Henderson. 

The  Six  Nations,  Judge  Daniel  Sher- man. 

Mastodon  Aremicanus — Organic  re- 
mains found  near  Jamestown,  by  Prof. 

Samuel  G.  Love. 

The  King's  Eighth  Regiment,  by 
Obed  Edson. 

Recollections  of  Jamestown,  by  J-  W. 
Fletcher. 

Pioneer  Mill  Owners  of  the  Cassada- 
ga  and  its  Tributaries,  by  Emory  A. 
Ross. 

Biographical  Sketch  of  Nathan  Fay 
of  Portland,  by  Dr.  Horace  C.  Taylor. 

Biographical  Sketch  of  Judge  Abner 
Hazeltine,  by  A.  Hazeltine,  Jr. 

An  account  of  Paul  Busti  of  Milan, 

for  Twenty-five  Years  Agent  of  the 
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Holland  Land  Company,  by  Hon.  Lor- 
en  Blodgett,  Philadelphia. 

Erie  Railroad — Its  Origin  and  De- 
velopment, by  Judge  R.  P.  Marvin. 

Reminiscence  of  Early  Days,  by 
Nathan  Brown. 

New  Philosophy  of  the  Sun,  by  Dr. 

Henry  R.  Rogers. 
Fishing  Excursion  to  the  Wilds  of 

Pennsylvania,  by  J.  Warren  Fletcher. 
Personal  Reminiscences  of  Pioneer 

Days,  by  Nathan  Brown. 
Report  of  local  exploration  with  Prof. 

S.  G.  Love  and  H.  R.  Reynolds  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  among  the 

Mounds  and  Earthworks  of  Chautau- 

qua Countv,  by  W.  W.  Henderson. 
The  Nebular  Hypothesis,  by  Dr. 

Henry  R.  Rogers. 

Experiences  of  the  One  Hundred  Fif- 
ty-fourth New  York  State  Regiment, 

en  route  and  on  the  battlefield,  by  Maj. 
Winfield  S.  Cameron. 

The  Erie  Canal  and  Modern  Trans- 

portation, by  Henrv  Severance. 

Local  Archaeology  and  original  Oc- 
cupation of  Western  New  York,  by 

Obed  Edson. 

Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Late  Al- 
vin  Plumb  of  Westfield,  by  his  daughter 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bliss. 

Pioneer  Days,  by  Nathan  Brown. 
Sketch  of  the  Late  David  Eaton, 

Portland,  by  Dr.  Horace  C.  Taylor. 
Philadelphians  in  Western  New  York, 

Robert  Morris  and  the  Holland  Land 

Company,  by  Hon.  Loren  Blodgett  of 
Philadelphia. 

Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  the  Late 

William  C.  J.  Hall  of  Jamestown,  by 

Rev.  W.  S.  Hyde. 

Pioneer  History  of  Stockton,  by  S. 
S.  Crissey,  Fredonia,  New  York. 

Experiences  of  an  Ohio  River  Trader 

During  the  Late  War,  by  Nathan 
Brown. 

Memorial  Sketch  of  the  Late  Judge 
L.  Bugbee,  by  William  W.  Henderson. 

Memorial  of  the  Late  Samuel  B. 

Winsor,  by  Nathan  Brown. 

Chautauqua  Regiments  in  the  War  of 
1 8 1 2  and  the  War  for  the  Union- 

Militia  Trainings,  Etc.,  by  "Dr.  G.  W. Hazeltine. 

Ancient  Mounds  and  Earthworks 

Along  Cattaraugus  Creek,  by  Marcus 
Sackett. 

Pioneer  Days,  Nathan  Brown. 

Famous  Indian  Scare  of  1838,  by  Al- 
bro  Brown. 

Absolute  Vacuum  as  an  Element  in 
the  Electrical  Problem. 

The  Ice  Lens  and  Its  Unheeded 

Teachings,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Rogers. 

Memoir  of  Major  Samuel  Sinclair, 

Founder  of  Sinclairville,  by  Obed  Ed- 
son. 

Personal  Recollection  of  Anti-Slav- 
ery Times  in  Jamestown,  by  J.  W. 

Fletcher. 

Labor  Unions,  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Hyde. 

Early  Steamboat  Navigation  of  Chau- 
tauqua Lake,  by  Nathan  Brown. 

Greenhurst  on  Chautauqua  Lake, 

Evidences  of  that  Locality  Being  the 

Landing  Place  of  De  Celoron  and  His 
Party  of  French  and  Indians,  July  23. 

1749,  (preface  to  report  by  William  W. 
Henderson.) 

American  Antiquities — Mound  Build- 
ers Archeaology  of  Tennesee,  by  Gen- 
eral G.  P.  Thruston,  Nashville,  Tennes- 

see. 

Nebular  Hypothesis  and  Menograph 
on  Gravity,  Dr.  H.  R.  Rogers. 

Sun  Light  and  Sun  Heat,  Dr.  H.  R. 

Rogers. 
The  Old  French  Portage  Road,  bv 

Dr.  Horace  C.  Taylor. 
Mistakes  of  Old  Theories  in  Science, 

Dr.  H.  R.  Rogers. 

Sketch  of  Early  Recollections  of  Set- 
tlement of  Chautauqua  Countv,  given 

by  the  late  Nelson  E.  Cheney  who  came 

to  this  county  in  June  1812,  and  for  over 
seventy  years  resident,  sixty  years  of 
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which  at  Poland  Center,  where  he  died 

June  6,  1891,  aged  ninety-eight,  by 
Capt.  Newel  Cheney. 

Unitary  Science  the  Science  of  the 

Future,  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Rogers. 
River  Commerce  by  Means  of  Store 

Boats,  by  Nathan  Brown. 

Letter  of  William  J.  Donihue  describ- 

ing First  Brick  House  Built  at  Chad- 

wick's  Bay  (Dunkirk)  in  181 7,  by 
George  Alton. 

The  Moon's  Place  in  Nature,  Dr.  H. 
R.  Rogers. 

Relation  of  the  French  to  American 

Exploration  and  Settlement,  Expedi- 
tion of  De  Celoron,  Etc.,  by  Hon.  Obed 

Edson. 

The  Telescope  and  the  Progress  of 

Astronomical  Knowlege,  by  Rev.  John 
Peate. 

Cosmic  Philosophy,  Dr.  Henry  R. 

Rogers. 
Memoirs  of  Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin, 

Jamestown,  and  Henry  Severance,  Dun- 
kirk, by  Rev.  W.  L.  Hyde. 

An  Emigrant  Tour  in  Early  Years 
from  Massachusetts  to  Chautauqua 

County,  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Clark. 
Sketch  of  Prof.  Samuel  G.  Love  and 

Nathan  Brown,  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Hyde. 
Ancient  Roadways  at  Brocton,  Dr. 

Horace  C.  Taylor. 

Sun's  Dazzle,  Dr.  H„  R.  Rogers. 
Big  Tree  Council,  1797,  Mrs.  Sidney 

Jones. 
The  Sun  Not  What  It  Appears  to  Be, 

Dr.  Henry  R.  Rogers. 

Indian  Archaeology,  Gen.  G.  P.' 
Thruston. 

A  Chapter  in  the  Geological  History 

of  Chautauqua  Lake  Region,  Prof.  Her- 
bert S.  Bonsteel  of  Cornell. 

Memorial  of  Amos  Sottle,  by  Marcus 

Sackett  of  Irving,  New  York. 

Romantic  Story  and  Sketch  of  Amos 
Sottle,  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor. 

Sketch  of  Life  and  Character  of 

James  A.  Allen  of  Buffalo,  an  Honorary 

Member,  by  Hon.  Obed  Edson. 

Memorial  Sketch  of  the  Late  Benja- 
min H.  Williams  of  Buffalo,  an  Hon- 

orary  Member,  by  W.  W.  Henderson. 

The  Microscopic  Germ — What  It  is 
and  What  It  Does,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Rog- ers. 

Evidences  of  French  Landing  1749 

and  Pioneer  Settlement  1806  at  and 

near  Griffith's  Point,  W.  W.  Hender- son. 

Soils — Government  Survey,  Capt. 
Newel  Cheney. 

Food  Fish  of  Chautauqua  Lake,  by 
F.  Cheney. 

Mastodon  and  Mammoth,  illustrated 

by  Organic  Remains  of  Each  Found  in 

Chautauqua  County,  by  W.  \V.  Hen- 
derson. 

Celebration  of  the  Opening  of  the 

Erie  Railroad  at  Dunkirk  in  185 1,  pa- 

per read,  by  Hon.  Obed  Edson. 
Early  Recollections  of  Ellicott,  by 

President  Flint  Blanchard. 

Causes  Which  Influenced  Pioneer 

Emigration  to  Chautauqua  County, 

by  Captain  N.  Cheney. 

Account  of  Early  Settlement  of  Wil- 
liam Bemus  and  Family  in  Ellery,  by 

Mrs.  Kate  Cheney. 
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By  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Bemus  of  Jamestown  and  *Dr.  Thos.  D.  Strong  of  Westfield. 

We  arc  chosen;  we  are  called  not  to  die  and  be  saved,  but  to  live  and  save  others." — ft.  Fan  Dyke. 

I>R.  WM.  M.  BKMU 

The  history  of  the  lives  of 
the  fathers  in  medicine  of 

Chautauqua  County  is  very 
similar  to  that  of  men  in  the 

medical  profession  of  other 
counties  of  the  United  States. 

Few  of  them  were  sons  of 

wealthy  parents.  Most  of 
them  were  sons  of  farmers, 

doing-  the  work  of  the  farm  in 
the  summers,  and  attending"  the  district 
schools  during  the  winters.  Finally  by 
working  for  other  farmers,  teaching 
school,  or  by  other  small  earnings  and 

strict  economy,  they  were  enabled  to  at- 
tend a  course  of  study  at  some 

medical  college  and  thus  obtain  a 

license  to  practice  medicine.  A  very 

few  were  college  graduates,  but  many, 

although  denied  the  advantages  of  a  lit- 

erary education,  by  self  instruction  be- 
came well  educated  men,  respected  for 

their  knowledge  of  affairs,  and  have 

filled  important  offices  in  county  and 

state.  As  to  their  ability  to  divine  the 

peculiarities  of  human  character,  they 
were  remarkable  men.  Most  of  them 

have  been  honest  citizens,  doing  hard 

work  for  the  right  as  they  understood 

it,  looking  more  to  the  welfare  of  their 

patients  than  to  the  amount  they  were 

to  receive  for  their  services.  Many  of 

the  physicians  practicing  in  the  county 

at  an  early  day  became  lawyers,  judges, 
preachers  and  business  men,  in  addition 

to  their  chosen  vocation,  notably  the 
Prendergasts  and  Footes.    Thev  have 

held  important  offices  in  State  and  Na- 
tional Medical  Associations.  Their 

writings  upon  medical  and  other  sub- 
jects have  been  read  all  over  the  world. 

The  men  practicing  medicine  in  the  ear- 
ly settlement  of  the  county  were  of 

strong  physique,  necessarily  so,  for  with 
the  hardships  they  were  called  upon  to 

endure,  no  weak  man  could  have  car- 
ried on  the  work  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  country  roads  were  even  poorer 

than  they  are  today,  (and  we  all  realize 
that  the  roads  at  the  present  time  are  a 

disgrace  to  any  enlightened  community.) 
Most  of  the  roads  then  were  mere  bridle 

paths,  made  by  animals  brushing 

through  the  timber,  and  the  way  from 
settlement  to  settlement  was  indicated 

by  blazing  the  trees.  I  have  heard  the 
older  doctors  tell  of  long  journeys 

through  the  woods,  of  being  lost,  hav- 
ing to  camp  out  all  night,  keeping  fires 

going  to  awe  the  howling  wolves,  of 

narrow  escapes  from  drowning  in  ford- 
ing streams,  of  being  caught  in  snow 

storms  and  almost  frozen  to  death  while 

on  their  missions  of  mercy,  and  upon 

considering  their  laborious  life,  their 

privation  of  rest,  of  food,  and  their  scant 

pecuniary  reward,  and  through  it  all. 
their  strong  determination  to  do  their 

whole  duty,  we  can  but  realize  that  there 
is  a  heroism  other  than  of  weapons, 

and  that  our  predecessors  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Chautauqua  Countv 

*[Kor  picture  of  Dr.  Thos.  D.  Strong,  see  Westfield 
section,  this  volume.] 
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were  indeed  heroes  in  their  every  day 
life. 

As  the  medical  man  of  early  days  was 

strong-  and  robust,  so  were  his  patients. 
They  were  strong  and  full  of  blood,  due 

to  their  active  out-of-door  life,  the  sim- 
ple food  they  ate  and  otherwise  healthy 

manner  of  existence.  Therefore,  the 

diseases  from  which  they  suffered  were 

what  are  commonly  called  by  the  profes- 
sion, of  the  asthenic  type,  and  the  acute 

diseases  were  characterized  by  high 
blood  pressure  and  high  fever,  and  in 
those  days  the  lancet  was  much  used  to. 

1 

DR.  JEDIAH  PRENDERGAST. 

relieve  the  patient  of  his  superabund- 
ance of  blood,  calomel  to  further  reduce 

him,  and  tartar  emetic  was  also  a  fav- 
orite remedy.  Such  vigorous  treatment 

was  necessary  for  the  people  at  that 
time.  The  same  treatment,  if  used 

among  the  present  inhabitants  of  the 
county  would  tend  to  increase  the  death 

rate  materially.  We  have  before  us  the 

account  book  of  a  physician,  who  stud- 
ied with  Dr.  Jediah  Prendergast  of  May- 

ville,  and  practiced  with  him  a  short 

time  before  settling  at  Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1807.  July  2,  1808,  these 

charges  were  made : 

Judge  C.  Dr. To  bleed  self  $  .50 

"  physic  wife  50 
"  puke  wench  25 

Cr. 
By  one  gun  $1 .00 

Our  opinion  is,  that  Judge  C.  must 
have  lived  at  a  distance  and  that  the 

doctor  endeavored  to  medicate  the  en- 
tire family  at  one  time  to  save  other 

visits.  These  entries  also  show  the 

method  of  treatment  in  vogue  July  2, 
1808. 

By  the  year  1850,  the  manner  of  life 
of  the  people  of  the  county  had  changed. 

The  so-called  asthenic  or  typhoid  con- 
ditions became  apparent.  Nervous 

prostration,  not  before  heard  of,  was 
now  a  common  form  of  disease,  and  the 

way  was  prepared  for  the  great  and  radi- 
cal change  in  practice,  which  was 

brought  about  by  the  accession  of  a 
number  of  well  educated  young  men  to 

the  profession  in  the  early  fifties. 
In  1 85 1  there  was  no  Medical  Society 

in  Chautauqua  County.  The  old  Coun- 
ty Society  which  during  its  life  had  the 

power  of  conferring  the  license  to  prac- 
tice medicine,  had  died  a  natural  death. 

At  this  time  the  strength  of  the  profes- 
sion was  in  the  older  men,  some  of 

whom  were  the  first  physicians  who  be- 

gan their  practice  here  in  a  compara- 
tive wilderness.  One  of  them,  Dr. 

White  of  Fredonia,  was  a  man  of  good 
name,  and  much  beloved  by  the  early 

settlers.  He  was  a  positive  force  in  the 

community  and  among  the  doctors. 
His  eccentricities  were  many.  In  early 

days  when  land  cost  little  he  acquired 
much  in  the  town  and  near  by.  Its  rise 
in  value  left  a  comfortable  estate  to  his 

heirs.  Dr.  Ira  Peck  practiced  in  the 

early  days  at  Villenova. 
Drs.  Walworth  of  Fredonia,  Simons 

of  Brocton,  Spencer  of  Stockton  and 

Jones  of  Westfield,  Foote  and  Hazel- 
tine  of  Jamestown  and  Prendergast  of 
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Mayville,  were  of  the  older  class.  Drs. 
Charles  Smith  of  Freclonia,  Harrison  of 

Stockton,  Holmes  of  Mayville  and  oth- 
ers were  active  practitioners  of  middle 

age,  whose  authority  to  practice  was  a 

license  from  the  old  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty Society.  Dr.  Rodgers  of  Dunkirk- 
was  in  practice  about  this  time.  As  has 
been  said,  their  practice  was  of  the 

"Sangrado"  type,  the  lancet,  calomel 
and  tartar  emetic  being  the  sheet  an- 

DK.  SQUIRE  WHITE, 
First  educated  licensed  Physician  to  practice  in 

Chautauqua  County. 

chors.  Quinine  was  used  only  for  ma- 
larial fevers.  Opium  was  used  to  quiet 

pain,  but  not  as  a  curative  agent.  The 

profession  was  then  in  a  transition  stage 
and  in  the  early  fifties  a  number  of 

young  medical  men  came  to  this  coun- 

ty. They  had  been  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  men  like  Austin  Flint,  Alonzo 

Clark  and  Frank  Hamilton.  Their 

names  arc  familiar  to  all.  Their  per- 
sonal   life    demonstrated    their  worth. 

their  ability,  their  manliness,  their  cul- 
ture, their  strong  influence  for  higher 

ends  among  the  people.  We  recall 
their  names  with  profound  respect. 

They  were  the  early  friends  of  Dr. 

Strong,  and  his  personal  associates. 

Three  of  them  honored  Dunkirk  by  go- 
ing there.  They  were  H.  M.  T.  Smith, 

his  brother,  Samuel  Smith,  and  Doctor 
Irwin.  Their  life  work  was  done  there. 

About  the  same  time  Dr.  Charles  Wash- 
burn came  to  Fredonia.  He  was  a  most 

lovable  man,  one  of  the  most  scholarly 
men  who  ever  resided  in  the  county. 

He  died  in  the  army,  after  nearly  three 

years'  service  as  Surgeon  of  the  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  New  York  Volun- 

teers. Dr.  George  Bennett  of  Riplev 
also  took  the  field  as  Surgeon,  rendered 
most  efficient  service  and  later  removed 

to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  prac- 
ticed the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 

a  large,  handsome  man,  a  practitioner 

of  high  grade,  most  honorable  and  loyal 

in  his  professional  intercourse.  An- 
other of  about  the  same  age  was  Dr. 

William  P.  Bemus  ot  Jamestown,  a 

graduate  of  Berkshire  Medical  College. 

He  enjoyed  a  large  practice  throughout 
the  county  and  beyond  its  borders,  was 

a  first  class  physician  and  surgeon.  His 

personal  address  was  charming,  and 

his  chief  characteristic  was  his  strong 
common  sense. 

Dr.  Axtel  of  Jamestown,  Dr.  Edson 

Boyd  of  Ashville,  Dr.  William  Chace  of 

Mayville,  Dr.  Dean  of  Brocton,  Dr. 

Glidden  of  Panama  and  others  soon  ap- 

peared upon  the  stage — all  good  men, 
and  faithful  citizens.  Drs.  Gray  and 

Hedges  of  Jamestown,  and  Dr.  C. 

Ormes  of  Panama,  who  afterward  re- 

moved to  Jamestown,  were  the  promi- 
nent physicians  in  the  Homeopathic 

line. 

With  the  accession  of  strength  among; 

the  regular  profession  of  the  county, 

came  the  organization  of  the  present 
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Chautauqua  County  Medical  Society. 

From  the  first  it  was  a  vigorous  work- 
ing society,  and  soon  controlled  the 

medical  thought  of  the  county.  The 
discussions  which  took  place  at  the 

meetings  of  that  society  would  have 

done  honor  to  any  medical  society. 
Later  other  associations  of  medical  men 

of  (he  county  have  been  organized:  The 
Chautauqua  County  branch  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Association,  the 

Jamestown  Medical  Society,  and  the 
Dunkirk  Society.  These  societies  have 
been  educators  for  the  members,  and 

their  meetings  have  always  been  well 

attended  and  full  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession. The  disappearance  of  personal 

bickerings,  jealousies  and  ill  feeling's 
has  been  a  direct  result  of  a  better  ac- 

quaintance among  the  members.  Broad- 
er views  of  the  profession  and  the  com- 

munity at  large  opened  to  view.  Ifigher 
education  commended  itself  to  all  and 

long  before  our  Medical  Colleges  or 

the  state  had  taken  steps  in  that  direc- 

tion, the  Medical  Society  of  this  coun- 

ty  placed  upon  its  records  that  no  mem- 
ber thereof  should  receive  into  his  of- 

fice as  a  student  anyone  who  had  not 
an  elementary  education,  sufficient  to 

pass  the  Regents'  examination,  and 
enough  Latin  to  intelligently  read  and 

write  prescriptions.  I  bis  is  practically 

our  stale  law.  With  the  conditions  a*;d 

membership  of  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine of  later  years,  we  are  all  familiar. 

A  list  of  members  of  the  medical  pro- 

fession of  Chautauqua  Count}-  who  act- 
ed as  Surgeons  in  the  different  wars  of 

the  United  States  is  appended.  As  Chau- 
tauqua County  had  no  existence  prior  to 

the  War  of  the  Revolution — none.  War 

of  1812 — Dr.  Daniel  Memus,  Division 

Surgeon.  War  with  Mexico — none. 
War  of  the  Rebellion — Drs.  Washburn, 

Irwin,  George  Bennett,  T.  D.  Strong, 
Marvin  Memus,  Glidden,  Edson  Boyd, 
A.  Waterhouse,  Regimental  Surgeons. 

War  with  Spain— Dr.  William  M.  Re- 
mus, Regimental  Surgeon. 

LIST  OF   PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  AS  REGISTERED 

IN  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  CLERK'S  O  EE  ICE. 

'George  S   Harrison,  Pomfret  Medical  Society,  Chautauqua  County,  1874. 
I iv i  11  .).  lioweii,  Eclectic  Medicp.1  Society,  1874. 
George  Benjamin  Bishop,  Medical  Society,  Chautauqua  County,  1874. 
Clarisa  A.  Fuller,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1874. 
Albert  II.  Bowen,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1875. 
C.  .1.  Daniels,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1875. 
Caroline  F.  Thomas,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1876. 
Thomas  Charles  Wilson,  Dewittville,  Bellevue,  1879;  University  of  Buffilo,  1879-1880. 
.leanam  L.  Stevenson,  Pennsylvania  Medical   College,  1882. 
John  H.  Wiggins,  Jamestown,  Buffalo  Medical  Department,  1880. 
Leander  S.  Brown,  Fredonia,  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College.  1880. 
John  F.  Pratt,  Mayville,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
P.  A.  Beehe,  Findley  Lake,  University  Wooster,  Ohio,  1880. 
Harlow  .1.  Boyd,  Watts  Plats,  Columbus  Medical  College,  1&80. 
Benjamin  S.  Swetland,  Portland,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Frank  D.  Parker,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Harris  B.  Osborne,  Sherman,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  and  College  of 

Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1880. 

♦William  Chace,  Mayville,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  1880. 
♦Richard  H.  Coffey,  Hamlet,  Victoria  College,  Canada,  1880. 

"  Either  dead  or  removed  from  Count}', 
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John  M.  Brown,  Westfield,  "University  of  Buffalo,  1880. 
Thomas  D.  Strong,  Westfield,  University  of  Buffalo,  1880. 
Edward  Ames,  Sherman,  Yale  College,  1880. 
Lucien  E.  Ellis,  Brocton,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 

*Francis  M.  Rich,  Cherry  Creek,  now  Buffalo,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  N.  Y.,  1880. 
James  Fenne;-,  Sherman,  American  Medical  College,  1880. 
George  W.  Carpenter,  Forestville,  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1880. 
Reuben  B.  Landon,  Fredonia,  Indiana  Medical  College,  1880. 
Elizabeth  T.  Landon,  Fredonia,  New  England  Medical  College,  Boston,  1880. 
*H.  D.  Ingraham,  Kennedy,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
M.  M.  Fenner,  Fredonia,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1880. 
George  Clarkson,  Jamestown,  American  College,  St.  Louis,  1880. 
Ebenezer  S.  Brown,  Fredonia,  Cleveland  Homeopathic  College,  1880. 
*Mary  A.  Armstrong,  Jamestown,  University  Michigan,  18S0. 
John  J.  Lenhart,  Bemus  Point,  University  of  Buffalo,  1880. 
Ambrose  S.  Davis,  Fiedonia,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1880. 
*J.  J.  Towle,  Jamestown..  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1880. 
Charles  C.  Curtic,  Dunkirk,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1880. 
Henry  A.  Record,  Mayville,  Pennsylvania  Medical  University,  1880. 
♦William  B.  Schermerhorn,  Kennedy,  University  Medical  College,  New  York,  1S80. 
Orrin  C.  Shaw,  Kennedy,  now  Cassadaga,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Adna  P.  Parsons,  Silver  Creek,  Central  Medical  College,  1880. 
Edwin  R.  Hopkins.  Silver  Creek,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Mirza  N.  Benjamin,  Fredonia,  University  Vermont,  1880. 
Clarence  P.  Battles,  Ripley,  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  1880. 
John  B.  Campbell,  Westfield,  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Homeopathic  Medi- 

cal Board,  Canada,  1880. 
*Herman  J.  Dean,  Brocton,  Miami  and  Ohio  Medical.  Colleges,  18S0. 
*Amos  R.  Avery,  Forestville,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Western  N.  Y.,  1880. 
George  G.  Davis,  Frewsburg,  Medical  Society  Chautauqua  County,  1880. 
*George  S.  Harrison,  Sinclairville,  Medical  Society  Chautauqua  County,  1880. 
Truman  C.  Horton,  Forestville,  Geneva  Medical  College,  1880. 
William  L.  Wilbur,  Fredonia,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1880. 

*John  E.  Copp,  Sinclairville,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
*Rinaldo  I.  Curtis,  Mayville,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1880. 
*Ai  Waterhouse,  Jamestown,  Boughton  College,  1880. 
*Cornelius  Ormes,  Jamestown,  Castleton  Medical  College,  Vermont,  1880. 
Albert  H.  Bowen,  Volusia,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1880. 
Charles  J.  Daniels,  Findley  Lake,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1880. 
N.  F.  Marsh,  Ellington,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1880. 
James  Brooks,  Ellington,  Hudson  University,  Cleveland,  1880. 
*Henry  R.  Rogers,  Dunkirk,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1880. 
Clarissa  A.  Fuller,  Fredonia,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1880. 
Eber  E.  Davis,  Forestville,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York.1880. 
Elbridge  G.  Simons,  Ripley,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1880. 
William  W.  Daniels,  Findley  Lake,  American  Medical  College,  1880. 
*Allen  A.  Stevens,  Jr.,  Sinclairville,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
J.  C.  M.  Drake,  Westfield,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1880. 
Asa  S.  Couch,  Fredonia,  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  Pennsylvania.  1880. 
George  W.  Seymour,  Westfield,  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  1880. 
*Horace  C.  Taylor,  Brocton,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1880. 
John  W.  Scott,  Jamestown,  Western  Homeopathic  College,  1880. 

*George  W.  Whitney,  Jamestown,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Laban  Hazeltine,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1880. 
Matthew  S.  Moore,  Fredonia,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1880. 
A.  Wilson  Dods,  Silver  Creek,  now  Fredonia,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1880. 
Robert  W.  Gifford,  Fredonia,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Frederick  Jaekle,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 

*  Either  dead  or  removed  from  County. 
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Vernon  M.  Griswold,  Fredonia,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Washington  \V.  Carpenter,  Forestville,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1880. 
♦Jesse  W.  Button,  Kennedy,  Syracuse  Central  Medical  College,  1880. 
Francis  D.  Ormes,  Jamestown,  Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  Cleveland,  1880. 
Pardon  L.  Kimball,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Phillip  T.  W.  Sydenham,  Dunkirk,  University  New  York  City,  1880. 
Russell  D.  Bush,  Busti,  Detriot  Medical  College,  1880. 
Edwin  S.  Miller,  Mayville,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Josiah  H.  Monroe,  Kennedy,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1880. 
John  Lord,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1880. 
John  Spencer,  Westfield,  Cleveland  Medical  College,  1880. 
Burr  Schermerhorn,  Sherman,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.  City,  1880. 
Lorenzo  P.  McCray,  Clymer,  University  Wooster,  Cleveland,  1880. 
George  B.  Jones,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
William  P.  Bemus,  Jamestown,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1880. 
William  Marvin  Bemus,  Jamestown,  University  Pennsylvania,  1880. 
William  B.  Martin,  Busti,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Syracuse,  1880. 
Kate  C.  Fiske,  Jamestown,  Boston  University,  1880. 
J.  Morton  McWharf,  Dunkirk,  Euffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Medad  S.  Corey,  Hamlet,  now  Fredonia,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Charles  Smith.  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  County  Medical  Society,  1880. 
Elwood  D.  Meeder,  Forestville,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Oscar  F.  Decker,  Dunkirk,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Samuel  M.  Smith,  Dunkirk,  Union  University,  Albany,  1880. 
David  G.  Ailing,  Dunkirk,  Eellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1880. 
*Andrew  B.  Parsons,  Jamestown,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1880. 
*Henry  P.  Hall,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
A.  Ross,  Clymer,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1880. 
Sidney  E.  Ford,  Clymer,  University  Wooster,  1880. 
Nelson  Cheney,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1880. 
Alva  F.  Ward,  Jamestown,  Western  Homeopathic,  Cleveland.  1880. 
Henry  C.  Blanchard,  Jamestown,  Dartmouth  College,  1880. 
Egerton  R.  Howey,  Silver  Creek,  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  1880. 
*Alvin  B.  Rice,  Panama,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1880. 
*John  C.  Lewis,  Panama,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
George  E.  Blackham,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
*William  J.  Crony n,  Dunkirk,  now  Milwaukee,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Thomas  J.  Whitney,  Frewsburg,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Edward  S.  Franks,  Dunkirk,  University  Pennsylvania,  1880. 
Ellen  J.  Carnes,  Jamestown,  American  University  at  Philadelphia,  1880. 
Amos  Read,  Jamestown,  Fairfield  College,  1880. 
Darius  G.  Pickett,  Delanti,  now  Fredonia,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
Anna  Katrina  Holmquist,  Jamestown,  Royal  Sanitary  College,  Stockholm,  Sweden, 

1880. 
R.  D.  Tipple,  Franklin,  Pa.,  Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  Cleveland,  1880. 
Chauncey  A.  Rood,  Cassadaga,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1880. 
Isaac  W.  Pond,  Cassadaga,  New  York  Homeopathic  College,  1880. 
M.  M.  Griffith,  Irving,  University  Pennsylvania,  1880. 
Edson  E.  Boyd,  Ashville,  University  of  City  of  New  York,  1880. 
Edward  J.  Mattocks,  Stockton,  Metropolitan  Medical  College,  New  York,  1880. 
*Timothy  G.  Walker,  Cherry  Creek,  Castleton  Medical  College,  1880. 
Delevan  E.  Blackman,  Cherry  Creek,  now  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Medical  College. 
*Orello  S.  Martin,  Jamestown,  Cleveland  Homeopathic  College.  1880. 
♦Gilbert  W.  Hazeltine,  Jamestown,  University  New  York  City,  1880. 
Amos  B.  Heard,  North  East,  Pennsylvania,  University  Detroit,  1880. 
James  A.  Beebe,  Westfield,  Michigan  University,  1880. 
Frank  E.  Loomis.  Ripley,  Starling  Medical  College.  1880. 
R.  Newland  Blanchard,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1881. 
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James  Stokes,  Irving,  University  Pennsylvania,  1881. 
Aaron  Skinner,  Ashville,  University  City  of  New  York,  1881. 
Abraham  James,  Fredonia,  American  Health  College,  1881. 
Irvin  J.  Bowen,  Harmony  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1881. 
Warren  D.  Wellman,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1881. 

*Corydon  J.  Phillips,  Sugargrove,  Pa.,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Buffalo,  1881. 
*Henry  S.  Tanner,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1881. 
Charles  D.  Thompson,  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1881. 
Ellsworth  S.  Ellis,  Ripley,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1881. 
Worthy  P.  Wilcox,  Findley  Lake,  American  College,  St.  Louis,  1881. 
Abraham  H.  Bowers,  Forestville,.  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  1881. 
John  M.  Brooks,  Ellington,  now  Jamestown,  Wooster  University,  Cleveland,  1882. 
*Horace  H.  Glidden,  Jamestown,  Vermont  Medical  College,  1882. 
Corydon  C.  Rugg,  Jamestown,  Botanical  Medical  College,  1882. 
*Robert  Liston,  Albany,  1882. 
Raymond  W.  Battles,  Ripley,  Push  Medical  College,  1882. 

S.  J.  Stevenson  Monroe,  Bemus  Point,  Woman's  Medical  College,  Pennsylvania,  1882. 
*Frank  S.  Jackson,  Dunkirk,  University  of  City  of  New  York,  1882. 
Milton  C.  Belknap,  Sherman,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York,  1882. 
*Daniel  D.  Franklin,  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  Eclectic  Institute,  Cincinnati,  1882. 
Allan  A.  VanSlyke,  Chautauqua,  University  Buffalo,  1882. 
•^Clarence  G.  Hollister,  Jamestown,  Wooster  University,  1883. 
Julien  T.  Williams,  Dunkirk,  Castleton  Medical  College,  1883. 
Isabella  H.  Stanley,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1883. 
William  Prendergast,  Mayville,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1883. 
F.  B.  Darling,  Westfield,  University  Buffalo,  1883. 
*Joseph  Dana  Littlefield,  Jamestown,  University  Pennsylvania,  1883. 
J.  C.  Batdorf,  Forestville,  Starling  Medical  College,  1883. 
F.  H.  Woodard,  Sugargrove,  Pa.,  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  1883. 
Herbert  W.  Davis,  Kennedy,  now  Falconer,  University  Buffalo,  1883. 
Joseph  H.  Holland,  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  Bellevue  Medical  College,  1883. 
John  Lord,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  1883. 
John  E.  Caneen,  Cherry  Creek,  University  Buffalo,  1883. 
Henry  C.  Van  Norman,  Westfield,  Toronto  University,  1883. 
J.  K.  Griffin,  North  East,  Pennsylvania,  University  Buffalo  and  Bellevue,  1883. 
^Raymond  M.  Evarts,  Irving,  Howard  University,  Washington,  1883. 
*Lewis  G.  Smedley,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  1883. 
Era  M.  Scofield,  Ellery,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
Burton  W.  Seymour,  Stockton,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
*Elliott  M.  Peterson,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
Albert  H.  Smith,  Fredonia,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
Willard  Ransom,  Panama,  Syracuse  Medical  College,  1884. 
William  A.  Putnam,  Cassadaga,  now  Smith  Mills,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
*James  C.  Caswell,  Hamlet,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
Albert  DeBey,  Clymer,  Rush  Medical  College,  1884. 
R.  D.  Kahle,  Kennedy,  University  City  of  New  York,  1884. 
*Charles  R.  Knox,  Cherry  Creek,  Rush  Medical  College,  1884. 
Byron  Clark,  Washington.  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  University,  1885. 
J.  J.  Sharp,  Silver  Creek,  University  City  of  New  York,  1885. 

*Charles  H.  Waterhouse.  Jamestown,  Rush  Medical  College,  1885. 
W.  J.  French,  Hamlet,  University  Buffalo,  1885. 
Catharine  Walker,  Fredonia,  Hahnemann  College,  1885. 
James  McManus,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1885. 
David  E.  DeRoss,  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  1885. 

*John  C.  F.  Bush,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1885. 
George  F.  Smith,  Sinclairville,  University  Buffalo,  1885. 
John  N.  Bowers,  Forestville,  Western  Reserve  University,  1885. 

Emilie  H.  Barker,  Fredonia,  Woman's  Medical  College,  New  York  City,  1885. 
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Elmer  B.  Livingston,  Ellery,  University  Buffalo,  1885. 
Fred  L.  Gould,  Frewsburg,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1885. 
J.  M.  Showerman,  Batavia,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1885. 
William  H.  Dewing,  Silver  Creek,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1885. 
James  Murphy,  Sherman,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  188G. 
George  D.  Marsh,  Sherman,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1886. 
Minor  A.  Curtis,  Mayville,  1880. 

*Weldon  A.  Dickson,  Jamestown,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1880. 
John  D.  Davis,  Ellery,  University  Buffalo,  1880. 
*M.  L.  Filkins,  Albany,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York,  1880. 
*Chas.  O.  Filkins,  Albany,  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  1880. 
T.  K.  Ross,  Fredonia,  Queens'  University,  Canada.  1880. 
Abraham  H.  Bowers,  Forestville,  Wooster  University,  1880. 
*Thomas  L.  Barnes,  Rochester,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1880. 
Alfred  T.  Livingston,  Jamestown,  University  Buflalo,  1880. 
*Scott  P.  Woodin,  Jamestown,  University  Michigan,  1880. 
*W.  L.  Filkins,  Albany,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  1880. 
James  M.  Peebles,  Hammondton,  New  Jersey,  American  Eclectic  College,  1887. 
Earl  A.  Scofield,  Gerry,  University  Buffalo,  1887. 
William  H.  Chace,  Mayville,  University  Buffalo,  1887. 
Thomas  E.  Soules,  Cherry  Creek,  now  Westfield,  University  Buffalo  1887. 
Louis  H.  Snow,  Watts  Flats,  University  City  of  New  York,  1887. 
J.  J.  Sullivan,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1887. 
Charles  S.  Cleland,  Sinclairville,  Baltimore  University,  1887. 
Nelson  G.  Richmond,  Fredonia,  Bellevue  Medical  College,  1887. 
Henry  Neville,  Jamestown,  Cleveland  Homeopathic  College,  1887. 
Erastus  C.  Hyde,  Cassadaga,  Hahnemann  College,  Philadelphia,  1887. 
*Elton  S.  Rich,  Kennedy,  University  New  York  City,  1887. 
S.  McNee,  Ripley,  McGill  University,  Montreal,  1887. 
R.  T.  Rolph,  Fredonia,  University  Buffalo,  1889. 
*Lafayette  Balcom,  Buffalo,  University  Buffalo,  1884. 
Homer  L.  Clark,  New  York,  University  Maryland,  1889. 
William  Dougan,  Auburn,  McGill  College,  Canada,  1888. 
*John  H.  Dye,  Buffalo,  Eclectic  College,  New  York,  1889. 
P.  Hugo  Kiesewetter,  Mayville,  Jena,  Germany. 
*Albert  Langworthy,  Greenwich,  New  York,  Ohio  Medical  College,  1880. 
A.  Walter  Tryon,  Buffalo,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1889. 
John  G.  Reinberg,  Clymer,  Missionary  College,  Utrecht,  Netherlands,  1888. 
Edward  G.  Domansky,  Mina,  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  1888. 
William  J.  Brand,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1888. 
*  James  Doty,  Jamestown,  University  New  York  City,  1888. 
*Amos  F.  Blanchard,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1888. 
Ward  K.  Elderkin,  Chautauqua,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  1888. 
William  A.  Noble,  Fredonia,  Pulle  College  of  Ohio,  1888. 
McDonald  Moore,  Fredonia,  Western  Reserve  University,  1S88. 
Morris  N.  Bemus,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Columbia  Col- 

lege, 1889. 
Kay  A.  Sweet,  Frewsburg,  University  Buffalo.  1889. 
Charles  Craig,  Rochester,  Society  Rational  Medicine,  1889. 
Josiam  William  Morris,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  N.  Y..  1889. 
George  Porter,  Chautauqua,  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  New  York,  1889. 
Ava  Melissa  Carroll,  Grant  Station,  University  Buffalo,  1889. 
George  E.  Smith,  Busti,  University  Buffalo,  1889. 
William  O.  Smith,  Falconer,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1889. 
Fred  A.  Beebe,  Findley  Lake,  Wooster  University,  1890. 
Fred  E.  Lilley,  Portland,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1890. 
Will  F.  Gardner,  Levant,  University  of  Buffalo.  1890. 
Morris  W.  Cowden,  Ellery,  University  of  Buffalo,  1890. 
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Olin  A.  Williams,  Panama,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1890. 
*Samuel  Dutton  Whitney,  Jamestown,  University  Baltimore,  1890. 
Walter  Stuart,  Westfield,  Euffalo  Medical  College,  1890. 
Frank  C.  Ard,  Westfield,  University  of  Maryland,  1891. 
Henry  O.  Mackres,  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  University  Buffalo,  1890. 
Edgar  Rood,  Westfield,  University  Buffalo,  1890. 
*Pranklin  A.  Stevens,  Sinclairville,  University  Buffalo,  1890. 
*Marvin  R.  Palmer,  Jamestown,  now  New  York,  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 

geons, New  York,  1890. 
Andrew  J.  Bennett,  Ellery,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
Charles  A.  Ellis,  Sherman,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
James  V.  Munger,  Portland,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
Emma  L.  McCray,  Clymer,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
George  E.  Ellis,  Brocton,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
Nathan  E.  Beardsley,  Dunkirk,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
Jason  Parker,  Jamestown,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1891. 
Burton  Hill  Putnam,  North  East,  Pennsylvania,  Euffalo  Medical  College,  1891. 
Gilbert  J.  Dickson,  Bovina  Center,  New  York,  Albany  Medical  College,  1891. 
Carl  E.  Lundgren,  Jamestown,  Chicago  Medical  College,  1891. 
Frank  T.  Noeson,  Bear  Lake,  Pennsylvania,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
William  E.  Ard,  Westfield,  University  Maryland,  1891. 
Anthony  I.  Hoon,  Mercer,  Pennsylvania,  University  City  of  New  York,  1891. 
Ernest  J.  Kelley,  Chandlers  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  University  Buffalo,  1891. 
Melvin  L.  Adams,  Mayville,  Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  Cleveland,  1891. 
Marshall  R.  Ward,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1891. 
Charles  Orris  Goulding,  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1891. 
Joseph  Malvern  Douthett,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1891. 
James  W.  Chace,  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  University  of  Buffalo,  1891. 
William  McCurdy  Scott,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 

geons, New  York,  1891. 
Milton  A.  Wilson,  North  East,  Pennsylvania,  University  State  of  New  York,  1891. 
Walter  F.  Nash,  Silver  Creek,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1891. 
Otis  S.  Brown,  Russell,  Pa.,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1891. 
Isadore  A.  McClellan,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  O.,  1891. 
Albert  Myers,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Ontario,  Canada,  1891. 
Edward  R.  Wiser,  Watts  Flats,  Wooster  University,  1891. 
Agnes  C.  Weaver,  Jamestown,  University  of  Michigan,  1891. 
*Channing  A.  Holt,  Albany,  New  York,  University  City  of  New  York,  1892. 
*William  McGregor  Haynes,  Bennington,  New  York,  University  of  Buffalo,  1892. 
*William  Dowlman,  Biilalo,  Western  Reserve  College,  1892. 
*Phineas  Sewall  Stearns,  Buffalo.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Boston,  1892. 
*Seaver  Z.  Fisher,  Jamestown,  Miami  Medical  College,  1892. 
*Henry  Redmond,  Philadelphia,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1892. 
Henry  A.  Eastman,  Jamestown,  University  of  Buffalo,  1892. 
William  W.  Cole,  Silver  Creek,  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  1892. 
Lester  Gibbons,  Dunkirk,  University  of  Buffalo,  1892. 
Robert  J.  Sharp,  Lakewood,  University  Medical  College,  New  York,  1893. 
Delbert  P.  Crane,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Buffalo,  1893. 
Edwin  R.  Maxson,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1893. 
Portens  C.  Gilbert,  Westfield,  Albany  Medical  College,  1893. 
John  J.  Siggins,  Hornellsville,  Michigan  College  of  Medicine,  1893. 
Franklin  B.  Smith.  Rochester,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1893. 
Joseph  Rieger,  Dunkirk,  Regents,  1893. 
John  J.  Leppa.  Jamestown,  University  City  of  New  York,,  1893. 
William  C.  Smith,  Jamestown,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1893. 
Franklin  B.  Smith.  Rochester,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1893. 
Charles  E.  Olmsted,  Rochester,  University  City  of  New  York,  1893. 
William  Casper  Duke,  Cassadaga,  Kentucky  Medical  Academy,  1894. 
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*Ravelum  B.  Parks,  Jamestown,  Niagara  University,  1894. 
Walter  William  Hotchkiss,  Jamestown,  University  Pennsylvania,  1894. 
Montague  R.  Leverson,  Dunkirk,  Baltimore  Medical  College,  1894. 
Harlyn  Hitchcock,  Dunkirk,  University  City  New  York,  1894. 
*Miranda  C.  White,  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York,  1894. 
*John  Daniel  Maloy,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1894. 
Walter  M.  Litchfield,  University  Buffalo,  1894. 

*J.  W.  Weaver,  Jamestown,  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  1894. 
*Joseph  Rymal  Smith,  Conewango  Valley,  Victoria  University,  Toronto,  1895. 
John  H.  Daniels,  Chautauqua,  Niagara  University,  1895. 
William  Gardner  Spencer,  Westfleld,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1895. 
*William  K.  Anderson,  Jamestown,  University  City  New  York,  1895. 
Gabriel  A.  Elston,  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  University  City  New  York,  1895. 
Albert   Edward   Dean,   Brocton,   University   Buffalo,  1895. 
William  Jonas  Humphrey,  Union  City,  Pennsylvania,  University  Buffalo,  1895. 
Nelson  D.  Haskell,  Jamestown,  Wooster  University,  1895. 
Warren  H.  Loomis,  Lockport,  Long  Island  Hospital  College,  1895. 
*Sheridan  Paul  Wait,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1895. 
Edward  W.  Karrmann,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  University  City  New  York,  1895. 
John  Hudson  Grant,  Regents,  189G. 
Leverne  Augustine  Badger,  University  Buffalo,  1896. 
Jacob  Spillinger,  University  City  New  York,  189G. 
Albert  D.  Young,  Panama,  Cleveland  Medical  College,  1896. 
Henry  S.  Karrmann,  Watkins,  New  York,  University  City  New  York,  1896. 
Charles  F.  Curtis,  Findley  Lake,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1896. 
James  J.  Finn,  Findley  Lake,  Psychic  Medical  College,  Indiana,  1896. 
Charles  S.  Boyce,  Jamestown,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1896. 
Francis  Peele,  Chautauqua,  University  Michigan,  1896. 
Elmer  A.  Jones,  Chandlers  Valley,  University  Buffalo,  1896. 
Abram  W.  Jackson,  New  York,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1896. 
William  C.  Keyes,  Buffalo,  University  Buffalo,  1896. 
William  C.  Halliday,  Dunkirk,  University  City  of  New  York,  1896. 
John  J.  Drake,  Stockton,  University  Buffalo,  1896. 
Gilbert  K.  Ellis,  Stockton,  Niagara  University,  1897. 
Anders  G.  Thoren,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1897. 
Leroy  Clarence  Green,  Panama,  University  Buffalo,  1897. 
Henry  P.  Shattuck,  Brooklyn,  Harvard  University  Medical  College,  1897. 
Charles  H.  Richards,  Dunkirk,  Philadelphia  Medical  College,  1897. 
Richard  J.  Brown,  Jamestown,  Albany  Medical  College,  1897. 
John  J.  Mahoney,  Jamestown,  Niagara  University,  1897. 
Thomas  M.  Clarke,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1897. 
Fred  C.  Hunt,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1897. 
Edwin  E.  Martin.  Jamestown,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York,  1897. 
James  C.  Earle,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1898. 
Vacil  D.  Bozobsky,  Fredonia,  Regents,  1898. 
Ansel  J.  Robbins,  Mayville,  Georgetown  University  and  Southern  Homeopathic 

Medical  College,  1898. 
George  Mcintosh,  South  Dayton.  Regents,  1898. 
Charles  W.  Southworth,  Forestville,  University  Buffalo,  1898. 
Alfred  Austin  Becker,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1898. 
H.  Francis  Hunt,  Clark,  University  Buffalo,  1898. 
*Alvin  Clayton  Woodley,  Jamestown,  Trinity  College,  Toronto,  1898. 
Walter  H.  Vosburg,  Dunkirk,  Regents'  license,  1898. 
Jane  Lincoln  Greeley,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1898. 
James  A.  Hughson,  Buffalo,  American  Medical  College,  1898. 
Axel  V.  Grafstrom,  Jamestown,  University  New  York  City,  1899. 
Roberts  L.  Fielding,  Chautauqua,  Regents,  1899. 
James  A.  Babbitt,  Chautauqua,  University  Pennsylvania,  1899. 
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William  Seaman  Bainbridge,  New  York,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New 
York,  1899. 

Susan  George  Southerland,  Brooklyn,  Regents,  1899. 
Isaac  Weinstein,  Jamestown,  Central  University,  1899. 
Benjamin  H.  Lemon,  Jamestown,  Albany  Medical  College,  1899. 
Benjamin  F.  Lockwood,  Jamestown,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1900. 
John  T.  DeVoe,  Kennedy,  New  York  City  Medical  College,  1900. 
John  Jenkins,  Chautauqua,  University  Buffalo,  1900. 
Ellis  W.  Storms,  Cherry  Creek,  University  Buffalo,  1900. 

Laura  Morgan,  Jamestown,  Woman's  Medical  College,  1900. 
Scott  D.  Gleeten,  Forestville,  University  Buffalo,  1900. 
Dumont  Charles  Dake,  Lily  Dale,  United  States  Medical  College,  New  York,  1900. 
Eliza  Maria  Mosher,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  University  Michigan,  1900. 
Guy  L.  Granger,  Sherman,  University  Buffalo,  1900. 
Jay  W.  Seaver,  Chautauqua,  Yale  University,  1900. 
Albert  Peidinand  Soch,  Fredonia,  University  Buffalo,  1900. 
Guy  E.  Ridgway,  Jamestown,  University  Buffalo,  1900. 
Marion  Marsh,  Buffalo,  Regents,  1901. 
Lester  David  Bowman,  Jamestown,  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  1901. 
John  W.  Nelson,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1901. 
Samuel  S.  Kennedy,  Buffalo,  Wyoming  County  Medical  Society,  1901. 
Albert  Edmond  Salter,  Buffalo,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1901. 
Franklin  Stuart  Temple,  Albany  Medical  College,  1901. 
Alfred  Crossgrove  Kingsley,  Ripley,  University  Buffalo,  1901. 

*S.  Andral  Kilmer,  Binghamton,  Bennett  Medical  College,  1901. 
Henry  Ermentraut,  Jamestown,  United  States  Medical  College,  1901. 
John  Charles  Siggins,  University  Pennsylvania,  1901. 
Charles  E.  Marshall,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1901. 
*Joseph  L.  Howell,  Hamlet,  Regents,  1901. 
Edwin  R.  Gould,  Sherman,  Regents,  1901. 
James  Baker  Mount,  Silver  Creek,  Regents,  1902. 
*Samuel  H.  Warren,  Buffalo,  University  Buffalo,  1902. 
H.  Ralph  Willse,  Westfield,  Regents,  1902. 
Andrew  L.  Barrett.  Chautauqua,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1902. 
John  A.  Weidman,  Dunkirk,  Regents,  1902. 
Leopold  Finkelstein,  (otherwise  Leo  F.  Elstein),  Jamestown,  Regents,  1902. 
William  Insco  Dean,  Westfield,  Regents,  1902. 
William  Anson  Forrester,  New  York,  Regents,  1902. 
Edwin  Anson  Millring,  Stockton,  Niagara  University,  1902. 
Jacob  Spillenger,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1902. 

*John  B.  Frisbee,  Ellington,  now  Buffalo,  Regents,  1902. 
Otto  F.  Seidel,  Jamestown,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Buffalo,  1902. 
Frank  Waith  Green,  Sherman,  University  Buffalo,  1902. 
Bergen  Fred  Illston,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1902. 
Willis  H.  Proctor,  Westfield,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadelpia,  1902. 
James  L.  Hutchinson,  Regents,  1903. 
Franklin  W.  Bock,  Chautauqua,  Regents,  1903. 
Elwood  D.  Meeder,  Forestville,  University  Buffalo,  1903. 
Dupree  M.  Hall,  Westfield,  Regents,  1903. 
Hiram  McGowan,  Buffalo,  Regents,  1903. 
William  Edgar  Boyce,  Westfield,  Regents,  1903. 
Fred  Cole  Purcell.  Ellington,  1903. 
Elizabeth  Mary  King,  Jamestown,  Regents,  1903. 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  Albany  Medical  College,  1903. 
Henry  W.  Lattin,  University  Buffalo,  1904. 

♦Either  dead  or  removed  from  County. 
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BY  CARRIE  E.  S.  TWING. 

That  which  is  to  enter  into 

history  and  change  the  cur- 
rent of  human  thought,  is  of- 
ten brought  about  in  the 

form  of  some  simple  experi- 
ment, ridiculed  at  the  time 

of  its  first  inception,  and  fol- 
lowed by  persecution  after- 

oarrie  e.  s.  twing.  ward  ;  but,  if  it  is  a  truth,  a 

great  factor  in  nature,  neith- 
er ridicule  nor  persecution,  nor  aught 

that  can  be  brought  to  bear,  can  des- 
troy. It  will  shine  on  and  on  until  its 

ravs  prove  an  added  light  to  other 
truths  along  the  way,  and  thus  in  the 

year  1844-5,  U1  tne  Village  of  Laona, 
through  the  lectures  and  experiments 
of  a  mesmerist,  Dr.  IVIoran  by  name, 

many  thoughtful  people  were  awakened 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  power  of  mind 

over  mind,  and  found  that  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  will  power,  people  could  be 

cured  of  their  ailments.  Jeremiah  E. 

Carter  of  Laona,  was  heard  to  regret 

that  he  could  not  have  had  the  oppor- 

tunity of  being  treated  by  the  late  visi- 
tor, and  William  Johnson,  father  of  the 

late  O.  W.  Johnson  of  Fredonia,  also 
of  our  much  lamented  Marian,  wife  of 

Thomas  J.  Skidmore,  late  of  Lily  Dale, 

suggested  imitating  Dr.  Moran  and 
seeing  if  he  could  produce  like  effects. 
The  result  was  satisfactory  in  relieving 

Dr.  Carter  of  physical  troubles,  and 

later  on,  without  the  aid  of  Mr.  John- 
son, he  would  be  thrown  into  a  clair- 

voyant condition,  diagnosing  diseases 

correctly,  and  in  many  instances,  cur- 
ing those  who  had  been  given  up  by 

other  physicians.  The  influence  which 
dominated  the  brain  of  Mr.  Carter 

claimed,  when  in  the  body,  to  have  been 

a  Dr.  Hedges,  well  known  in  Chautau- 

qua County. 
The  claim  seemed  so  absurd,  that  al- 

though the  man's  life  was  blameless, 
and  he  used  his  wonderful  gift  without 

remuneration,  only  as  those  healed 

gave  of  their  meager  store  (for  many 
of  them  were  poor),  he  was  abused  and 

insulted,  and  even  arrested  as  a  vag- 
grant.  His  good  wife,  Joan,  stood  by 
him  nobly  through  all  those  days  of 
darkness,  and  when  in  1848,  the  tiny 

rap  was  heard  in  Hydesville,  New  York, 

and  called  the  attention  of  the  thinking 

world  to  the  fact  that  history  had  re- 
peated itself,  that  the  silence  of  the 

grave  had  again  been  broken,  many  in 
that  section  of  the  county  were  ready 

to  fall  in  line  because  of  the  proven 

power  of  Jeremiah  Carter. 

Thus  that  portion  of  the  county  be- 
came the  center  of  a  great  movement, 

and  it  was  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 

Carter's  guides  that  a  woods  meeting 
or  picnic,  was  planned  upon  the  Alden 

grounds,  where  the  beautiful  Leolyn 
Hotel  now  stands. 

The  Alden  family,  consisting  of  Wil- 
lard  Alden  and  his  wife,  Corintha.  their 

son,   Theodore,   and   daughter,  Theo- 
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dosia,  were  satisfied  of  the  truths  of 

spiritualism,  and  Mrs.  Alden  herself 

was  a  very  good  psychic,  gladly  granted 

the  desire  of  Dr.  Carter's  guide,  and 
so  June  15,  1873,  the  grounds  were  ded- 

icated especially  for  the  use  of  Spirit- 

ualists' gatherings.  From  that  day  un- 
til 1877,  one  day  each  June  was  set 

part  for  such  service. 

Lyman  C.  Howe,  now  of  Fredonia, 
dedicated  the  ground  to  the  cause  of 

Spiritualism.  Dr.  Carter's  guides  and 
influences  hoth  spiritual  and  earthly, 

Lectures  were  delivered  during  this 

time  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Watson,  Mrs.  L.  A. 

Pearsall,  J.  H.  Harter,  Lyman  C. 
Howe  and  R.  S.  McCormick.  Funds 
were  collected  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents 

a  person  to  defray  the  expenses,  and 

at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  com- 
mittee found  themselves  in  debt  only 

thirty  dollars. 

February  15,  1878,  Mr.  Willard  Al- 
den passed  away,  and  December  27, 

1881,  his  wife  joined  him,  and  in  1893 
Theodosia,  the  daughter,  answered  the 

THE  LEOLTN  WOODS,  FORMERLY  ALDEN  GROVE. 

united  in  a  movement  for  a  camp  meet- 

ing upon  the  grounds,  and  the  follow- 
ing committee  of  arrangements  was 

named : 

Milton  H.  Goodrich,  of  Ripley, 

Chairman;  O.  G.  Chase,  of  Jamestown; 

David  Ramsdell,  A.  A.  Straight  and  J. 
F.  Carter,  of  Laona ;  Albert  S.  Cobb, 
of  Dunkirk  and  Willard  Alden.  Mrs. 

Joan  Carter  was  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  committee.  Arrangements  were 
made  that  a  meeting  should  commence 

Tuesday,  September  11,  and  close  the 

following  Sunday. 

higher  roll-call.  Kindly  thoughts  are 
awakened  by  the  sound  of  their  names, 
and  we  know  that  in  that  other  Iff e 

they  understand  they  are  appreciated 

as  being  factors  in  a  movement  that  has 
given  to  the  world  a  wider  range  of 

vision,  and  helped  to  bridge  the  chasms 

that  ignorance  and  injustice  have  made. 

Theodore  Alden,  the  remaining  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  is  now  a  resident  of 

Cassadaga  Village. 

It  is  not  my  province  as  historian  of 
the  Cassadaga  Lake  Free  Association, 

to  dwell  longer  upon  the  events  preced- 
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ing  the  organization  of  that  Associa- 

tion. The  beautiful  name  "Lily  Dale" 
was  chosen  by  the  Alden  family,  and 

adopted  by  railroad  officials  as  the  name 
of  the  station,  and  also  as  the  name 

of  the  postoffice. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  meeting  of 

1879,  an  informal  meeting  was  held  at 
the  cottage  which  had  been  erected  bv 

Dr.  Carter  and  others,  on  the  ridge 

opposite  the  road  entrance  to  the  pres- 
ent grounds.  The  meeting  was  attend- 
ed by  persons  who  were  favorable  to 

the  organization  of  a  camp  meeting  in- 
dependent of  the  Aldens.  Mr.  Skid- 

more  attended  this  meeting  and  by  re- 

'quest,  presided,  while  Joe  W.  Rood 
acted  as  Secretary.  After  a  little  talk 

upon  the  question  nearest  their  hearts, 
the  meeting  adjourned  until  later  in  the 
afternoon. 

At  five  o'clock  it  was  called  to  order 
and  the  Chairman  announced  the  object 

of  the  meeting  was  to  organize  a  cor- 
porate body,  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of 

buying  real  estate  and  conducting  a 
camp  meeting.  The  chair  appointed  a 
committee  of  five  to  name  Trustees. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  : 
Albert  S.  Cobb,  of  Dunkirk,  New 

York;  Thomas  J.  Skidmore,  Laona, 

New  York;  Linus  Sage,  Laona,  New 
York;  Martin  R.  Rouse,  Titusville, 

Pennsylvania ;  George  C.  Rood,  Fre- 

donia,  New  York ;  O.  G.  Chase,  James- 
town, New  York,  and  David  Rams- 

dell,  Laona,  New  York. 

This  board  organized  with  A.  S. 
Cobb,  President ;  O.  G.  Chase,  Vice 

President ;  Thomas  J.  Skidmore,  Treas- 
urer, and  Joe  W.  Rood,  of  Fredonia, 

was  chosen  Secretary. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  draft  by- 
laws. This  committee  was  composed 

of  Messrs.  Joe  W.  Rood,  A.  S.  Cobb 
and  H.  H.  Thayer. 

A  subscription  for  stock  was  taken 

at  that  time,  August  23,  1879,  and  A\- 
bert  S.  Cobb,  Abbie  C.  Cobb,  Milton 
H.  Goodrich,  D.  S.  Ramsdell,  N.  N. 

Whitaker,  Mrs.  Kate  McCormick,  Mrs. 

Almena  Allen,  Benjamin  Baldwin,  A.  A. 

Straight,  H.  H.  Thayer,  Freeman  Lake, 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Leach,  Linus  Sage,  Lydia 

Sage,  J.  B.  Hall,  A.  G.  Purple,  O.  G. 

Chase,  Mrs.  O.  G.  Chase,  T.  J.  Skid- 
more, M.  R.  Rouse,  M.  J.  Hull,  J.  E. 

Holly,  George  C.  Rood  and  W.  P. 
Baxter  subscribed  for  stock. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Colby,  who  later  married 

a  man  by  the  name  of  Luther,  was  sent 

for  and  requested  to  name  the  asso- 
ciation. She  complied  and  it  has  since 

been  known  as  the  Cassadaga  Lake 
Free  Association. 

The  papers  for  incorporation  were 
signed  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
meet  in  one  week. 

The  organization  was  formed,  but  as 

yet  it  was  an  organization  without  a 

home.  At  their  second  meeting,  Au- 
gust 30th,  the  question  of  the  place, 

and  purchase  of  real  estate  was  can- 
vassed. Points  upon  Lake  Erie  and 

Lake  Chautauqua  were  talked  of.  Oth- 
er locations  on  Cassadaga  Lake  were 

favored  but  the  refusal  of  the  older  por- 
tion of  the  present  grounds  had  been 

secured  from  the  owners,  John  and  M. 
Fisher. 

The  President  secured  the  services 

of  a  surveyor  and  twenty  and  five- 
eighths  acres  were  purchased  for  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars. 

The  home  of  the  association  was  a 

wilderness  but  they  were  undaunted. 
I  think  it  is  on  record  that  A.  S.  Cobb 

cut  the  first  tree.  Mr.  Cobb  had  been 

for  years  a  conductor  on  the  Erie  rail- 
road, and  was  not  accustomed  to  work- 

ing in  the  woods — neither  were  many  of 
the  others — but  men,  women  and  child- 
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ren  worked  with  a  will.  Women  who 

did  not  do  their  work  at  home  helped 
to  pile  up  the  great  brush  heaps,  and 
burned  them  when  evening  shadows 
fell,  lighting  up  with  a  radiance  before 
unknown,  those  dim  old  woods,  where 

only  Nature  had  sung  her  lullaby,  and 
storms  had  shown  their  mighty  power, 
and  the  twinkling  stars  of  centuries  had 

kept  watch  of  slender  twigs,  that  trying 
to  grow  toward  them,  became  tall  and 

strong  and  graceful,  as  souls  should 

grow,  who  keep  the  heavenly  stars  in 
siofht. 

The  policy  of  the  management  of  the 
Cassadaga  Lake  Free  Association  has 

ever  been  to  open  doors  instead  of  clos- 
ing them,  therefore,  the  low  rentals  and 

entrance  fees  have  been  the  means  of 

giving  to  many,  chances  for  investiga- 
tion and  soul  growth  they  would  not 

otherwise  have  had.  They  recognize 

no  aristocracy  save  that  of  souls  who 
seek  a  clearer  light. 

Expenses  accumulated  much  faster 

than  funds  came  in.  Only  the  workers 

of  those  days  can  tell  of  the  heart-ache 
and  sacrifice  of  that  time. 

HOME  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  FROM  ACROSS  THE  UPPER  LAKE. 

There  were  frequent  gatherings  for 

the  clearing  of  enough  space  to  place 

the  necessary  buildings,  and  the  ro- 
mance wore  off  at  times,  but  those  stal- 

wart hearts  never  gave  up.  The  need 
of  money  stared  them  in  the  face.  N. 

N.  Whitaker  was  the  first  to  pay  his 
assessment  upon  stock  and  afterward 
lent  the  association  a  sum  of  money, 

this  being  the  first  loan  authorized  by 
the  board.  This  occurred  October  23, 

1879.  A  special  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders was  held  at  the  home  of  David 

Ramsdell  in  Laona,  December  27,  1879. 
It  was  decided  that  no  ground  should  be 

sold  outright,  but  that  the  rental  for 

cottages  and  tents  should  be  placed  at 
three  dollars  a  year. 

A  meeting  of  the  Hoard  of  Trustees 

was  called  May  6,  1880,  when  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  a  formal  opening 

of  the  grounds  June  15th,  and  the  date 
for  the  next  meeting  from  July  31st 
to  August  22d,  1880,  but  it  was  subse- 

quently changed  one  week  later. 

O.  G.  Chase,  A.  A.  Straight  and  Mrs. 

Joan  Carter  were  appointed  as  a  com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  speakers  for 

the  August  meeting.  Other  commit- 
tees were  appointed  on  music,  railroad 

fares  and  other  necessary  details. 

The  first  hotel  was  erected  by  Benja- 
min Baldwin.  It  was  a  large  two  story 

building  and  seemed  at  the  time  it  must 

be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  asso- 
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ciation  for  a  long  time,  but  such  was 
not  the  case. 

The  dedication  of  the  grounds  oc- 
curred June  13,  1880.  A  small  stand 

for  speakers  was  erected,  covered  with 

boughs  and  decorated  with  flowers.  A 

large  number  had  gathered  there  that 

June  day  to  listen  to  the  dedicatory  ser- 
vice by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Low  Watson. 

It  was  no  service  found  in  books,  but 
the  words  were  the  words  of  one  whose 

soul  was  in  touch  with  angels,  and  they 

helped  her  to  gather  such  treasures  of 

thought  from  rock  and  flower,  from 

song  of  bird,  and  breezes  laden  with 

sweet  perfume,  until  the  wealth  of  heav- 
en seemed  nearer,  and  the  minor  key 

of  sorrow  so  far  away  it  was  like  the 

sigh  of  a  sleeping  child. 
With  the  power  of  a  prophetess  she 

gave  glowing  descriptions  of  what  that 
movement  might  be  to  humanity,  of  its 

growth  and  its  prosperity ;  but  also  with 
a  saddened  look  she  told  of  shadows 

that  might  come,  the  struggle  for  a  larg- 
er life,  the  necessity  for  a  different  con- 

ception of  justice  and  a  love  that  would 
embrace  all  humanity. 
As  child,  as  maiden,  as  woman 

crowned  with  a  glorious  womanhood, 

she  has  been  identified  with  our  coun- 
ty, and  those  of  olden  times  who  have, 

in  many  a  village  church,  listened  to 

the  inspiration  of  the  child,  feel  they 
still  see  in  our  inspired  sister  from 

"Sunnv  Brae,"  her  lovely  California 
home,  the  same  pleading  look  that  all 
may  seek  the  angel  side  of  humanity 

and  help  them  to  outgrow  the  darkness 
and  miserv  that  is  the  lot  of  many. 

Her  home  is  the  Mecca  of  the  weary 
and  heavv  laden  and  with  her  beloved 

daughter,  who  is  the  wife  of  Grant  Tay- 
lor, son  of  our  arisen  brother,  George 

VV.  Taylor,  she  is  looking  down  the  sun- 
set slope  of  life  with  eyes  undimmed  by 

tears. 

None  who  heard  her  that  day  but  re- 
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member  the  poem  improvised  upon  the 

subject,  "The  Water  Lily,"  and  have 
associated  the  two,  the  woman  and  the lily. 

1  am  told  the  Sage  cottage  was  the 

first  built  upon  the  ground — others  fol- 
lowed in  quick  succession  until  there 

was  a  little  village  in  the  woods.  C.  B. 

Turner  had  charge  of  the  hotel  for  two 

years  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 
The  hotel  opened  August  7,  1880,  and 

the  first  registered  arrivals  upon  that 

day  were  W.  D.  Bugbee,  Titusville, 

Pennsylvania;  A.  Kendall,  Erie,  Penn- 

sylvania ;  O.  P.  Kellogg,  West  Trum- 
bull, Ohio,  and  W.  J.  Colville,  of  Eng- land. 

It  must  have  been  very  difficult  with 

the  nearest  market  at  Fredonia,  to  sup- 
ply the  table,  yet  it  was  done,  and 

well  done. 

Another  thing  that  must  have  been 

a  great  inconvenience  to  mine  host  and 
lady,  was  the  fact  that  in  rainy  weather 

the  hotel  had  to  serve  the  double  pur- 
pose of  hotel  and  shelter  for  speakers 

and  audience. 

The  first  address  delivered  at  that 

meeting  was  by  O.  P.  Kellogg,  the  sec- 
ond by  Amelia  H.  Colby.  The  other 

speakers  were  J.  Frank  Baxter,  W.  |. 
Colville,  Dr.  A.  B.  Spinney,  Giles  B. 
Stebbins  and  Mrs.  H.  Morse.  Mr. 

Baxter  was  one  of  the  first  platform 

test  mediums  in  the  world,  and  gave 

in  clear,  concise  language,  descriptions 
of  friends  who  had  passed  on,  names, 
dates  and  circumstances  connected  with 

them  that  could  not  be  contradicted 

nor  accounted  for,  save  through  spirit 
power.  Combined  with  this  gift  was 

the  ability  to  give  a  finished  address, 
showing  the  scholar  and  the  thinker. 
Mr.  Baxter  is  now  in  spirit  life. 

The  music  was  by  Mrs.  Flora  Gor- 
ton, of  Friendship,  New  York,  Miss 

Nora  Purple  and  Miss  Gleason,  of  Gen- 
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eva,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Olive  K.  Smith 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

This  meeting  was  more  largely  at 
tended  than  could  have  been  expected, 
as  there  was  at  the  same  time  a  meet- 

ing being  held  upon  the  Alden  grounds, 
but  those  who  are  in  search  of  truth 

rise  superior  to  all  differences — so  the 
roadway  was  often  crossed  by  those 

going  in  both  directions. 
The  first  meeting  called  out  many 

mediums  from  this  and  other  stateSj 

who  attracted  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  winter  following,  the  heavy 
snows  damaged  the  hotel  and  repairs 

were  necessary.  It  was  also  imperative 

that  the  upper  story  be  finished  and 
furnished.  T.  J.  Skidmore,  A.  S.  Cobb, 

Linus  Sage  and  George  C.  Rood  con- 
tributed money  for  that  purpose.  The 

ever  faithful  women  took  hold  and  the 

bedding  was  furnished  by  them  and 

all  that  women's  hands  could  do 
was  done  to  bring  about  the  com- 

fort of  expected  guests.  Not  only 
did  these  women  think  of  the  comfort, 

but  they  appealed  to  the  love  of  beauty 
of  the  visitors  and  sojourners  there  by 

making  the  speakers'  stand  a  thing  of 
beauty  every  day.  These  women  are 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  survive 

them,  although  many  of  their  hands  are 
folded  in  a  long  rest,  other  hands  have 

grown  weak,  and  their  owners  "are  just 

waiting,"  but  stronger  ones  have  taken 
up  the  burdens  and  are  nobly  fulfilling 
the  promise  of  the  past. 

The  Children's  Lyceum  was  organized 
in  1881,  by  Thomas  and  Tillie  Lees,  of 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  have  been  identi- 
fied with  lyceum  work  since  the  great 

Seer,  A.  J.  Davis,  first  demonstrated 
the  lyceum  idea. 

The  Lyceum  has  since  become  one 

of  the  special  features  of  this  popular 

resort.  August  27th,  the  following  can- 
didates were  elected :  A.  S.  Cobb,  T. 

J.  Skidmore,  Linus  Sage,  George  C. 
Rood,  M.  R.  Rouse,  O.  G.  Chase,  D.  S. 

Ramsdell,  O.  P.  Kellogg,  James  L. 

Lott,  C.  B.  Turner,  William  Fleming, 

Daniel  E.  Bailey,  Caleb  Todd.  From 
which  number  was  elected  A.  S.  Cobb, 

President  ;  Mrs.  M.  H.  Skidmore,  Vice 

President,  T.  J.  Skidmore,  Treasurer, 

and  Joe  W.  Rood,  Secretary. 

The  officers  and  trustees  had  at  this 

time  a  great  load  upon  their  shoulders. 
Enthusiasm  had  waned  and  the  helpers 
were  not  so  numerous  as  previously. 

The  work  of  engaging  speakers  for 

the  first  year  had  been  done  by  Mrs. 

Joan  Carter,  the  second  year  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Purple.  O.  P.  Kellogg  was 

appointed  for  the  third  year  but  was 
unable  to  serve,  so  Mr.  Cobb,  Mrs. 

Skidmore  and  George  Rood  made  all 

necessary  arrangements. 

The  June  picnic  and  Sunday  Assem- 
bly was  held  June  10th  and  nth  and 

addressed  by  O.  P.  Kellogg  and  Cephas 
B.  Lynn. 

It  was  during  the  discouragements 
of  1881  that  Mrs.  Marian  H.  Skidmore, 

wife  of  Thomas  J.  Skidmore,  came  to  be 

more  entirely  identified  with  the  asso- 
ciation. The  necessary  absence  of  her 

husband  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
work  as  the  case  demanded,  and  so 

aided  by  him,  she  worked  to  overcome 

the  discouragements  which  seemed  like 
lions  in  the  way. 

The  work  of  Cassadaga  Camp  be- 
came her  life  work.  She  called  nothing 

a  sacrifice — her  purse  was  always  open 
for  the  needs  of  the  organization,  and 
with  all  it  cost  her,  she  always  had 

something  for  the  needy.  No  one  with- 
in her  reach  could  hunger  for  food  if 

she  knew  it,  and  no  hungry  heart  was 

turned  away  without  a  kind  work.  Her 
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face  was  always  toward  the  dawn.  She 

was  the  means  of  widening  the  scope 
of  the  work.  She  believed  that  true 

spiritualism  touched  every  reform,  and 
the  question  of  the  enfranchisement  of 

woman  was  very  near  her  heart,  there- 

fore, "Woman's  Day"  was  an  out- 
growth of  her  belief  in  human  justice. 

Through  her  the  thoughtless  have  been 
made  to  think. 

She  conceived  the  idea  of  a  library 

for  the  camp,  and  aided  by  willing  as- 
sistants, founded  one  in  1886.  The 

books  were  kept  in  a  tent  at  first,  and 
after  that  removed  to  a  room  in  the 

library  and  lecture  building  near  the 
hotel.  It  now  numbers  over  thirteen 

hundred  volumes  and  is  constantly  be- 

ing added  to.  It  is  called  "The  Marian 

Skidmore  Library." 
Mrs.  Skidmore  passed  away  in  1895, 

and  there  was  for  a  long  time  a  sense  of 

something  gone  out  of  the  activities 

of  the  place.  Her  visible  presence  was 
so  missed,  her  kindly  word  was  longed 
for,  but  all  the  time  her  friends  most 

sincerely  felt  the  angel  that  had  re- 
leased her  from  pain  had  been  kind. 

"The  face  of  Death  is  toward  the  Sun  of  Life, 
His  shadow  darkens  earth;  his  truer  name 

Is  "Onward",  no  discordance  in  the  roll 
And  march  of  that  eternal  harmony 

Whereto  the  worlds  beat  time,  though  faint- 
ly heard, 

Until  the  great  Hereafter." 

It  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  held 

June  24,  1882,  attended  by  A.  S.  Cobb, 
Linus  Sage,  George  C.  Rood,  M.  R. 
Rouse,  James  L.  Lott  and  C.  L.  Todd 

that  President  Cobb  offered  his  resig- 
nation which  was  not  accepted,  but  the 

following  day  the  same  number  met 
with  the  addition  of  C.  B.  Turner  and 

Secretary  Rood,  and  the  resignation 

was  again  offered  and  very  reluctantly 
accented.  President  Cobb  and  his  wife 

had  been   identified  with   camp  work 

from  the  first  and  were  greatly  missed, 

although  they  never  lost  their  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  camp.  Both  have 
entered  into  the  activities  of  the  higher 

life,  and  see  with  eyes  undimmed  by 

pain,  the  path  of  life  made  more  beau- 
tiful for  their  having  lived. 

Thomas  J.  Skidmore  was  elected 

President  in  Mr.  Cobb's  place,  although 
he  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  so  the 

work  of  the  year  fell  largely  in  the 
hands  of  Vice  President  Marian  H. 

Skidmore  and  Secretary  Joe  W.  Rood. 

The  meeting  was  a  great  success. 

Added  to  the  fine  talent  already  secured 
was  Professor  Bradford,  United  States 
Minister  to  China,  under  the  Lincoln 
administration.  The  meeting  began 

July  29th  and  ended  August  27th. 
Financially  and  in  many  other  ways 

this  was  one  of  the  most  critical  years 
in  the  history  of  the  association. 
The  stockholders  lost  interest  and 

it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  enough 

of  the  trustees  together  to  make  a 

quorum.  It  was  thought  best  to  change 
the  number  of  Trustees  from  thirteen  to 

seven  and  the  election  of  Trustees  re- 

sulted in  the  choice  of  A.  S.  Cobb,  T.  J. 
Skidmore,  Linus  Sage,  O.  G.  Chase, 
C.  B.  Turner,  George  C.  Rood  and  M. 
R.  Rouse.  Mr.  Cobb  refused  to  serve 

on  the  board  and  J.  B.  F.  Champlain 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  new  board  made  T.  J.  Skidmore 
President  and  Treasurer;  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Skidmore,  Vice  President  and  Thomas 

B.  Buel  Secretary,  Joe  W.  Rood  re- 
tiring. Mr.  Rood  had  been  one  of  their 

most  faithful  workers  and  an  officer 

who  had  his  duty  at  heart. 

ft  was  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Sage 

cottage.  May  8,  1883,  that  the  subject 
of  building  an  auditorium  was  consid- 

ered. The  needs  of  the  camp  demand- 
ed it  and  Mr.  Champlain  was  appointed 

to  originate  plans  and  superintend  the 
construction  of  the  building,  and  it  was 
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used  for  the  August  meeting  of  that 

year. 
At  the  annual  picnic  of  June,  1883,  the 

same  speakers  were  engaged  as  in  1882, 
O.  P.   Kellogg  and  Cephas  B.  Lynn. 

The  board  this  year  selected  C.  B. 
Turner  as  Superintendent  of  the 

grounds.  At  the  annual  picnic  of  Tune 

7th  and  8th,  1884,  the  people  were  ad- 
dressed by  O.  P.  Kellogg  and  Mrs.  R. 

AUDITORIUM-CITY  OF  LIGHT. 

The  regular  meeting  of  1883  began  Au- 
gust 4th  and  continued  to  September 

2nd. 

At  the  stockholders'  meeting  Trus- 
tees elected  were  T.  J.  Skidmore,  M.  R. 

Rouse,  C.  B.  Turner,  J.  B.  F.  Cham- 
plain,  Linus  Sage,  E.  W.  Bond  and  Mrs. 
Marian  H.  Skidmore,  the  two  last 

named  taking  the  place  of  George  C. 
Rood  and  D.  S.  Ramsdell. 

Mr.  Skidmore  was  re-elected  as 

President  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Skid- 
more Vice  President  and  Mr.  Buel  Sec- 

retary, but  he  declined  to  serve  'again 
and  Miss  Ida  Lang  was  selected  for  the 

place. 

S.  Lillie.  The  session  of  camp  was 

continued  from  July  26  to  August  31. 

Miss  Hattie  Meyers,  now  Mrs.  O.  G. 
Chase,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Watson,  both 

of  Jamestown,  had  charge  of  the  Ly- 
ceum. 

The  Trustees  elected  were  T.  J.  Skid- 

more, Mrs.  Skidmore,  C.  B.  Tur- 
ner, M.  R.  Rouse,  A.  Gaston,  E. 

W.  Bond  and  A.  H.  Frank.  Mr. 

Skidmore  still  continued  President 

and  Treasurer  E.  W.  Bond,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  Miss  Ida  Lang  retained  the 

Secretaryship. 

Hon.  A.  Gaston  this  year  became  one 

of  the  Trustees.    He  had  been  an  oc- 
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casional  visitor  for  years  but  had  never 
become  identified  with  the  work. 

This  year  was  more  successful  than 

any  that  had  preceded  it.  ( )ld  prob- 
lems were  in  the  background,  while 

new  interest  for  the  development  of  this 

promising  resort  became  the  living  is- 
sue of  the  day. 

The  June  picnic  of  1885  was  held  the 

6th  and  7th,  O.  P.  Kellogg  and  Mrs. 

R.  S.  Lillie  occupying  the  platform. 

The  camp  meeting  continued  from  July 

1  until  August  30.  The  growing  inter- 
est made  it  possible  for  speakers  from 

several  states  of  the  Union,  as  well  as 

from  England,  to  occupy  the  platform. 
The  music  of  the  season  was  a  very 

pleasing  feature.  Miss  (  Hlie  Denslow 

and  that  singer  of  sweet  song's,  J.  T. 
Lillie,  as  well  as  the  A.  Gratten  Smith 

family,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  furnished 

the  vocal  music,  and  Damon's  orches- 
tra of  Dunkirk  was  engaged  for  the  en- 

tire season.  Mrs.  E.  D.  Sperra  of  Dun- 

kirk had  charge  of  the  children's  de- 
partment during  1885. 

The  following  Trustees  were  elected 

for  the  ensuing  year:  E.  W.  Bond,  A. 
Gaston,  H.  L.  Rowe,  T.  J.  Skidmore, 
C.  B.  Turner,  M.  R.  Rouse  and  Mrs. 

H.  M.  Skidmore.  The  only  change 
made  was  the  substitution  of  PI  L. 

Rowe,  of  Columbus,  Pennsylvania,  for 
A.  H.  Frank,  of  Buffalo. 

The  annual  picnic  for  1886  occurred 

June  5  and  6  and  the  usual  program 
of  conference  and  song  service  occurred 

with  Charles  Dawbarn,  of  England,  for 

speaker. 

Through  the  influence  of  Mrs.  Skid- 

more, Mrs.  E.  W.  Tillinghast,  of  Pe- 

trolia,  Pennsylvania,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  lyceum.  She  was  eminent- 

ly adapted  for  the  place  and  succeeded 

in  greatly  increasing  the  interest  in  ly- 
ceum work. 

Damon's  orchestra  of  Dunkirk  and 

Maxam's  orchestra,  a  local  band,  until 
this  year  furnished  instrumental  music 

for  the  meeting,  but  this  year  North- 
western Band  of  Meadville,  Pennsyl- 

vania, under  the  direction  of  F.  B.  Nich- 

ols, was  engaged,  and  has  been  a  fea- 
ture of  the  camp  meeting  ever  since 

during  the  greater  portion  of  the  sea- 
son, although  the  Sinclairville  band  has 

served  them  very  efficiently  during  June 
picnics  and  sometimes  prior  to  the  time 
the  Meadville  orchestra  could  fill  their 

engagement. 
The  Northwestern  Band  has  become 

so  identified  with  camp  work  that  it 
seems  a  part  of  it,  and  those  who  make 

such  sweet  music  are  not  only  musi- 
cians, but  friends.  The  leader,  Fred  B. 

Nichols,  had  especially  endeared  him- 
self to  those  who  were  wont  to  attend 

this  great  summer  assembly,  and  when, 

in  Jul_\-,  1901,  word  came  to  the  busy 
workers  there  that  he  whose  life  was  set 
to  music,  had  answered  a  higher  call, 
and  would  no  more  occupy  the  old 
place,  and  guide  with  master  hand  his 
associates,  but  had  gone  to  join  the 
diviner  harmonies  of  the  better  life, 
eyes  unused  to  tears  were  wet  with 

them,  not  because  he  had  been  promot- 
ed out  of  the  pain  and  sorrow  but  in 

pity  for  his  family,  and  in  pity  for  our- 
selves, for  though  those  who  come  after 

may  be  brilliant  and  attractive  and  serve 

tlie  purpose  in  their  way,  as  he  did  in 
Ids  way,  yet  there  is  a  sense  of  loss,  a 
feeling  as  though  we  were  listening 
for  other  harmonies,  striving  to  hear 

the  "Lost  Chord"  and  praying  our 
souls  may  become  so  attuned  that  an 
echo  from  the  Plains  of  Peace  may  reach 
us,  for  another  has  joined  the  great 
hand  who  made  life  more  beautiful  for 
us  here  because  he  preached  the  won- 

derful gospel  of  music. 

The  animal  meeting  of  stockholders 
August  28  resulted  in  the  re-election  of 
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the  incumbent  Board  of  Trustees  and 

the  same  officers  were  chosen  by  the 
board. 

Aside  from  the  usual  routine  work 

Mrs.  Skidmore,  largely  aided  by  A.  B. 
French,  Rev.  Samuel  Watson,  Allen 

Sheldon  of  Brooklyn,  Benjamin  F. 

Baldwin,  Helen  Sheldon  of  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia,  Walter  How- 

ell and  others,  founded  a  library.  It 
was  first  located  in  a  tent  but  later 

on  was  removed  to  the  building  known 

as  Library  Hall.  Many  of  the  books 
were  donated  by  the  authors,  some 

given  by  friends,  others  purchased  with 
a  fund  placed  in  the  hands  of  Walter 
Howell  for  that  purpose.  It  contains 

the  spiritual  journals  of  the  day,  also 
books  from  which  those  interested  can 

trace  the  history  of  the  modern  phase 
of  this  movement  that  has  found  a  foot- 

hold wherever  civilization  has  a  place. 
Ancient  and  modern  history  are 

there  represented.  The  poets  have  their 
place,  and  novels  of  the  old  and  new 

type  invite  you  to  read  and  rest.  Gifts 

of  books  and  magazines  and  files  of  pa- 
pers of  interest  in  psychic,  or  even 

local  ways  are  always  thankfully  re- 
ceived. 

A  new  movement  is  now  in  order. 

"The  Willing  Workers,"  an  organiza- 
tion of  women  auxiliary  to  the  associa- 

tion, are  banded  together  hoping  to 
raise  funds  to  erect  a  fine  brick  building 
especially  for  a  library.  It  is  confidently 

expected  it  will  be  done  the  coming  sea- 
son. 

The  year  was  also  to  be  remembered 
because  of  the  enlargement  of  the  hotel, 

a  change  of  place  of  grocery  and  supply 
stores  and  many  minor  improvements. 

Miss  Ida  Lang,  who  had  held  the  po- 
sition of  Secretary  two  years,  resigned 

on  account  of  other  duties,  and  Mrs. 

M.  J.  Ramsdell  was  elected  for  the  Un- 

expired term.  Mrs.  Ramsdell  being  un- 
able to  perform  the  work,  Miss  Clara 

Clark  and  Miss  Bonnita  Becker  were 

delegated  to  that  position. 

The  picnic  for  1887  was  held  June  11 
and  12,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie  occupying  the 

platform. 
The  camp  meeting  for  1887  continued 

from  July  30  to  September  4. 

The  annual  meeting  of  stockholders 

was  held  September  3.  Trustees  elect- 
ed were  T.  J.  Skidmore,  M.  R.  Rouse, 

W.  J.  Innis,  C.  B.  Turner,  A.  Gaston, 
H.  L.  Rowe  and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Skidmore. 

It  had  become  evident  that  more  land 

was  needed  and  eighteen  acres,  now  the 
northern  portion  of  the  grounds,  were 

thought  to  be  available.  At  a  meeting 

of  the  board  it  was  decided  upon  and  the 
land  was  soon  after  purchased. 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Skidmore  was 

again  nominated  for  President  but  de- 
clined the  office,  preferring  that  some 

one  else  should  take  upon  himself  the 
duties  of  the  office  and  Hon.  A.  Gaston, 

of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  was  elected 

for  that  office,  and  retained  it  until  the 
autumn  of  1902. 

Mr.  Skidmore  retained  the  office  of 

Treasurer  and  has  retained  it  since  that 

time,  and  Archie  E.  Gaston  was  elect- 
ed as  Secretary  at  a  meeting  held  a  few 

days  later. 
At  the  meeting  of  May  15,  1888,  J.  W. 

Dennis  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was 

chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the 

passing  out  of  H.  L.  Rowe,  of  Colum- 
bus, Pennsylvania.  During  this  meet- 
ing the  construction  of  the  library 

building,  which  I  have  before  referred 

to,  was  decided  upon.  It  was  to  con- 
tain a  library  room,  a  lecture  room  and 

sleeping  rooms  to  be  used  for  speakers 
and  Lyceum  workers.  The  work  to  be 

paid  for  by  subscriptions  and  rentals. 

The  annual  picnic  of  June,  1888,  con- 
tinued three  days.  The  lectures  were 

delivered  by  J.  Clegg  Wright  and  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Watson  of  California. 
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The  camp  session  opened  July  2T  and 
lasted  six  weeks  and  two  days,  being 

extended  one  week  beyond  the  time  ar- 
ranged for. 

Again  the  same  board  was  elected 
with  no  change  of  officers. 

The  annual  picnic  of  1889  was  held 

June  7,  8,  and  9,  Speakers,  Dr.  F.  L. 
H.  Willis  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie. 

The  camp  season  opened  July  26  and 
continued  until  September  1. 

The  stockholders'  meeting  and  elec- 
tion held  August  19,  1889,  resulted  in 

the  choice  of  A.  Gaston,  T.  J.  Skidmore, 
Mrs.  Skidmore,  M.  R.  Rouse,  J.  W. 

Dennis,  C.  B.  Turner  and  D.  B.  Mer- 
ritt  of  Linden.  New  York,  who  succeed- 

ed W.  J.  Innis,  of  ( )il  City,  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  retired  on  account  of  ill  health 

and  pressing  business  affairs.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  board  remained  the  same. 

The  annual  picnic  was  held  June  6,  7 

and  8,  1890.  The  platform  was  occu- 
pied by  Jennie  B.  Hagen  and  Willard 

J.  Hull. 
The  camp  session  began  July  25  and 

closed  August  31. 
The  same  board  was  elected  and  the 

same  officers  retained  their  positions. 

The  June  picnic  and  Sunday  Assembly 
of  1891  was  held  the  5th,  6th  and  7th. 
The  speakers  were  Willard  J.  Hull 

and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie. 

The  camp  meeting  session  opened 

July  24  and  closed  August  8. 
The  same  board  was  elected  with  the 

exception  of  J.  W.  Dennis  who  was 
succeeded  by  H.  W.  Richardson  of  East 
Aurora,  New  York. 

In  1892  the  June  gathering  was  held 
the  10th,  nth  and  12th.  Mrs.  R.  S. 

Lillie  and  Lyman  C.  Howe  were  speak- 
ers. 

Camp  session  opened  July  22  and 
closed  August  28. 

At  the  annual  meeting  C.  B.  Turner 

was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  A.  L.  Pettingill, 

the  remainder  of  the  board  being  re- 
elected. 

In  [893  the  June  picnic  was  held  the 

9th,  10th  and  nth,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie 
being  the  speaker. 

The  camp  session  of  that  year  opened 

July  21  and  closed  August  27. 
The  same  board  were  elected  at  a 

meeting  held  August  21. 

In  1894  the  June  picnic  was  held 

the  8th,  9th  and  10th.  Speakers,  Car- 
rie E.  S.  Twing,  Lyman  C.  Howe  and 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie. 

Camp  meeting  opened  July  20  and 
closed  September  2. 

Same  Trustees  and  board  were  elect- 
ed. 

In  [895  the  June  picnic  was  held  the 
14th,  15th  and  16th.  Speakers,  Lyman 
C.  Howe,  Mrs.  Clara  Watson  and  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Lillie. 

Camp  session  began  July  13,  closed 

September  1. 

'ldie  annual  meeting  was  held  August 
19  and  our  much  lamented  friend,  sis- 

ter, mother,  all  in  one,  Marian  H.  Skid- 
more was  succeeded  by  E.  C.  Hyde. 

Land  was  this  year  purchased  be- 
tween the  channel  and  railroad  station, 

the  consideration  being  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

In  1896  the  June  picnic  was  held  the 

12th,  13th  and  14th.  Speakers,  Mrs.  R. 
S.  Lillie  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Watson. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  August 17- 

Camp  session  opened  July  16  and 
closed  August  29 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  Au- 

gust 17th,  the  entire  board  was  re-elect- 
ed. 

In  [897  the  June  meeting  was  held 
the  1  1  111,  1 2th  and  13th.  Moses  !  lull 

and  Inez  Agnew  were  speakers. 
The  regular  camp  session  began  July 

16  and  closed  August  29. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  August 

16.    Mrs.  A.  L.  Pettingell  and  IT.  W. 
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Richardson  having  resigned  from  the 
hoard,  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  J.  H. 
Osmer  and  F.  G.  Neelin  of  Seaforth, 
Canada.  The  remainder  of  the  board 

were  re-elected. 

In  1898,  the  June  gathering  was  held 
the  17th,  18th  and  19th.  Speakers  were 

E.  W.  Sprague  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Watson. 
The  camp  session  began  July  15  and 

continued  until  August  28. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  August 

15,  the  whole  board  being  re-elected. 

contributor  to  the  needs  of  Cassadaga 
and  she  has  followed  in  his  footsteps  in 
working  for  its  interests. 

A.  B.  Gaston  and  D.  B.  Merritt  have 
also  been  earnest  workers  in  behalf  of 
the  association. 

F.  G.  Neelin  of  Seaforth,  Canada,  rep- 
resents a  large  number  of  Canadians 

who  have  become  interested  in  Spirit- 
ualism by  visiting  Cassadaga. 

The  business  interest  of  Cassadaga 
has  not  been  referred  to  because  it  is 

THE  CHANNEL  F 

In  1899  the  annual  picnic  was  held 
June  to  and  II.  Lyman  C.  Howe,  S. 
Augusta  Armstrong  and  W.  W.  Hicks 
were  speakers. 

The  only  change  in  the  board  for  1899 
was  the  selection  of  Mrs.  McKeever  of 

Washington,  Pennsylvania,  in  place  of 
J.  H.  Osmer. 

There  was  no  change  in  1900  or 

1 90 1.  The  board  at  this  writing  (June 
1902)  consists  of  Mrs.  M.  McKeever. 

T.  J.  Skidmore,  A.  Gaston,  A.  B.  Gas- 
ton, D.  B.  Merritt,  M.  R.  Rouse  and 

F.  G.  Neelin. 

Mrs  McKeever  is  the  daughter  of  the 

late  Hon.  A.  B.  Caldwell  of  Washing- 
ton,  Pennsylvania.    He   was   a  large 

ROM  THE  BRIDGE. 

in  the  hands  of  a  stock  company  who 

care  more  for  the  building  up  and  beau- 
tifying of  the  place  than  for  aught  else, 

and  with  their  low  rentals  and  small  en- 

trance fees  they  must  have  made  sacri- 
fices instead  of  receiving  any  recom- 
pense on  investments.  But  the  venture 

was  not  for  gain  and  they  are  satisfied. 
There  is  not  a  salaried  office  save  that 

of  the  Secretary. 
Thus  ends  the  detailed  account  of  one 

of  the  greatest  movements  on  Spiritual- 
istic lines  ever  inaugurated  in  the  Mid- 
dle States  and  some  biographies  and 

references  to  the  workers  which  follow, 
are  small  tributes  to  those  who  have 

helped  to  make  the  history  of  Cassada- 

ga Camp  Association. 



THE  CASSADAGA  LAKE  FREE  ASSOCIATION. 

245 

1  T  J.  Skidmore 
4  Archie  Gaston 
7  F.  G.  Neelin 

3  Hon  A.  Gaston,  Pres. 
6  M.  R  Rouse 

'2  Mrs  T  J.  Skidmoie 
5  I)  li  Merritt 
8  A.  B.  Gaston 
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In  closing  I  desire  to  speak  of  the 

change  in  public  opinion  as  a  rule,  con- 
cerning the  Cassadaga  movement.  Peo- 

ple have  suffered  far  more  from  their 

prejudices  than  thev  have  from  any  sac- 
rifices made  in  a  just  investigation  of 

the  subject,  and  could  the  real  truth 

be  understood,  many  bitter  words  would 

not  be  spoken.  All  denominations  are 

represented  there  yearly,  many  of  whom 
go  home  feeling  that  heaven  is  nearer 
than  they  thought,  and  are  better  home 

workers  and  more  faithful  church  work- 

ers for  the  knowledge  acquired  there. 

Those  entirely  infidel  to  a  belief  in  im- 
mortal life  go  there  to  scoff,  but  remain 

to  pray,  for  if  they  find  one  soul  has 
survived  the  wreck  of  matter  they  know 
all  souls  must  live. 

The  Bible  Spiritualists,  to  whom 
Christ  is  an  ever  living  principle  and 

example,  are  gladly  heard,  while  those 

who  believe  the  great  book  of  Nature 
is  a  Divine  revelation,  also  occupy  the 

platform  and  are  listened  to  with  in- 
tense interest. 

The  Christian  and  mental  scientists 

appeal  to  some,  and  "Thy  faith  shall 
make  thee  whole,"  is  the  motto  they  de- 

sire written  in  letters  of  living  light. 

The  theosophist  and  the  re-incarna- 

tionist  also  tell  their  story  and  some  be- 
lieve. No  honest  thought  is  scoffed  at, 

no  bigotry  within  the  ranks  upheld. 
Kindness  is  the  watchword ;  their  call 

to  the  public  the  request  of  old: 

"Now,  concerning  spiritual  gifts,  I 

would  not  have  you  ignorant,"  and  also, 
"Now  in  part,  but  then  shall  I  know, 

even  as  also  I  am  known." 

TRUSTEES. 
The  first  Board  of  Trustees  consisted  of 

Albert  S.  Cobb,  Dunkirk,  President;  O.  G. 
Chase,  Jamestown,  Vice  President;  Thomas 
J.  Skidmore,  then  of  Laona,  Treasurer;  Joe 
W.  Rood,  Fredonia,  Secretary;  Linus  Sage, 
Fredonia,  M.  R.  Rouse,  Titusville,  George 
C.    Rood,   Fredonia,   and    David  Ramsdell, 

Laona,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away  save 
Thomas  J.  Skidmore  and  M.  R.  Rouse. 
Mr.  Skidmore  and  his  good  wife  have 

shown  their  true  regard  for  the  cause  by 
giving  of  their  time  and  means  for  its  per- 

petuation. It  was  the  open  grave  of  their 
only  child  that  emphasized  to  them  the  need 
of  the  surety  of  the  continuity  of  life.  Be- 

lieving proven  facts,  he  is  a  help  to  the  hon- 
est; hating  deception,  he  is  dreaded  by  those 

who  assume  what  they  do  not  possess. 
Mr.  Skidmore  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 

Association  since  its  inception.  For  several 
years  he  was  President,  also  for  a  number 

of  years  he  was  Vice  President.  His  inter- 
est is  just  as  intense  in  the  success  of  the 

camp  as  ever.  His  elegant  home  is  situated 
on  the  grounds. 
He  with  the  earnest  aid  of  the  remainder 

of  the  management,  worked  with  a  will  to 
aid  the  Fredonia  people  in  keeping  license 
out  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret,  and  succeeded 
until  the  last  election.  It  was  a  great  dis- 

appointment to  the  faithful  ones  who  desire 
there  should  be  emancipation  from  this 

great  evil. 
Oliver  G.  Chase  was  on  the  first  Board 

of  Trustees  and  first  Vice  President  of  the 
C.  L.  F.  A.  He  with  Messrs.  Carter,  Ward 
and  Goodrich  joined  together  in  building  a 
cottage  upon  the  Alden  grounds  and  it  was 
afterwards  removed  from  there  to  the  site 
where  stands  the  beautiful  cottage  enlarged 
and  rebuilded  by  the  Campbell  brothers, 
near  the  entrance  way.  Mr.  Chase  bought 
out  the  other  three  and  owned  the  cottage 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellect  and  strong 
reasoning  powers,  persistent  in  upholding 
whatever  he  believed  to  be  right,  no  mat- 

ter what  class  of  people  opposed  him. 
He  was  a  thorough  believer  in  Spiritual- 

ism. It  was  a  consolation  to  him  even  at 

the  last,  for  he  recognized  a  friend  ere  pass- 
ing out,  who  had  preceded  him.  The  spirit 

world  was  no  unmapped  country  to  him  but 
a  higher  grade  in  the  great  school  of  life 
that  he  desired  to  enter.  He  was  released 
February  10,  1887.  His  wife,  Polly  Connely 
Chase,  and  son,  Oliver  F.,  both  survive  him 
and  reside  at  the  Chase  homestead  in 
Jamestown. 

I  deeply  regret  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  get  any  direct  record  of  George  C.  Rood, 
one  of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees,  nor  of 
Joe  W.  Rood,  the  first  Secretary,  but  it  is  on 

record  about  George  C.  Rood's  helpfulness 
in  many  ways  that  show  a  deep  regard  for 
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the  cause,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
the  time  of  their  passing  out,  although  I 
have  heard  both  are  in  the  other  life. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Hyde  was  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Board  for  several  years  and  is  still  a  res- 

ident of  Lily  Dale.  He  is  a  thorough  Spirit- 
ualist and  a  most  excellent  physician. 

Thomas  B.  Buel,  Secretary  of  the  asso- 
ciation in  1882-3,  was  born  in  Laona,  New 

York,  October  27,  1825,  and  passed  away 
October  2,  1884.  He  was  deeply  interested 
in  Cassadaga  and  helped  in  many  quiet  ways. 

LYNUS  AND  LYDIA  SAGE. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sage  were  identified  with 

Cassadaga  from  the  very  first;  were  on  the 
first  Board  of  Trustees.  They  removed  to 
Lily  Dale  from  their  farm  near  Laona.  They 
were  workers  for  Cassadaga  when  it  cost 
something  to  be  a  worker  there,  but  they 
valued  neither  time  nor  money  if  it  was 
for  the  betterment  of  humanity,  and  they 
most  sincerely  believed  the  Cassadaga  move- 

ment tended  toward  the  development  of  a 
purer  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Linus  Sage  was  born  in  Paris,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  August  20,  1810.  Lydia 
A.  Ford-Sage  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Fair- 

field, Herkimer  County,  New  York,  in  181'. 

Mr.  Sage  entered  "life  immortal"  in  1891 
and  a  few  years  later  his  devoted  wife  joined 
him.  They  forget  us  not  although  the  cur- 

tain of  the  night  has  lifted  for  them  and  they 
dwell  in  the  land  of  eternal  dawn. 

A.    G.    AND    BETSY   MELISSA  PURPLE. 
Among  the  first  to  make  Lily  Dale  their 

permanent  home  were  A.  G.  and  Elizabeth 
Purple. 
Mr.  Purple  was  very  efficient  in  many 

kinds  of  work  necessary  to  be  done  in  the 
early  years  of  the  camp  and  counted  naught 
lost  that  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
strength  of  the  association.  He  went  to  his 
spirit  home  several  years  ago  but  is  sur- 

vived by  his  wife,  Betsy  Melissa  Pur- 
ple. Although  she  is  now  eighty-eight  years 

of  age  she  is  able  to  do  fine  needle  work. 
Her  quick  comprehension  of  all  that  occurs, 
her  enjoyment  of  the  services,  her  memory 
of  the  past,  her  intelligent  reasoning  about 
the  events  of  the  day,  show  how  gently 
Time  has  touched  her.  Her  many  friends 
are  glad  to  greet  her  in  her  summer  home 

at  Cassadaga  and  pray  her  life  may  be' 
spared  as  long  as  it  has  joy  for  her  and  that 
her  last  hour  may  be  like  stepping  over 

the  threshhold  of  another  room  to  find  her 
loved  ones  waiting  for  her  there  with  a 
song  of  welcome. 

MRS.  ORSELL  COOK. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Reed  Cook  was  born  in  Whites- 

boro,  Vermont,  January  17,  1819.  Married 
Fayette  Dexter  in  1844.  Mr.  Dexter  only 
lived  a  few  months  after  their  marriage. 

Mrs.  Dexter  came  to  Jamestown,  New 
York,  to  visit  friends,  where  she  met  Mr. 
Orsell  Cook,  a  prominent  lawyer,  who  after- 

ward became  Judge  of  the  county. 
Mrs.  Cook  was  brought  up  a  Methodist 

but  while  visiting  Vermont  after  her  mar- 
riage, she  became  acquainted  with  Miss 

Stella  Perry,  a  girl  of  thirteen  years  who 
was  a  most  excellent  writing  medium,  and 
received  what  she  thought  was  evidence  of 
the  continuity  of  life.  She  continued  her  in- 

vestigations and  when  the  meetings  were 
first  started  at  Lily  Dale  she  took  a  deep 
interest,  and  later  on  erected  a  cottage 
which  she  has  occupied  nearly  every  sum- 

mer on  the  C.  L.  F.  A.  grounds.  She  was 
one  of  the  helpful  ones  to  make  the  parks 
beautiful  with  flowers  and  shrubbery  and 
she  looked  after  many  of  the  minor  details 
that  are  so  often  neglected.  She  has  strug- 

gled with  many  others  for  the  best  there  is 
in  Spiritualism,  asking  for  white  lives  for 
all,  and  honesty  in  all  directions.  Her  health 
has  failed  and  her  worn  out  life  is  waiting 
for  the  touch  of  an  angel's  hand,  and  then 
the  awakening. 

During  one  of  the  last  conversations  I 
had  with  her  at  Cassadaga,  she  said  a  poet 
(Whittier  she  thought)  had  expressed  an 
idea  about  spirit  life  that  she  wished  to  re- 

member but  could  not.  Different  passages 
were  quoted  by  those  present,  at  last  the 
following  was  quoted,  and  she  said  "Yes, 
that's  it."  It  is  in  Whittier's  tribute  to 
Lucy  Hooper. 

"No,  I  have  friends  in  Spirit  Land 
Not  shadows  in  a  shadowy  band, 

Not  others  but  themselves  are  they. 
And  still  I  think  of  them  the  same 

As  when  the  Master's  summons  came. 
Their    change— the    holy    morn  light breaking 

Upon  the  dream  worn  sleeper, 
Making   a   change   from   twilight  into 

day." 

HON.    A.  GASTON. 

In  1884,  the  Hon.  A.  Gaston,  of  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  was  elected  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  in  1887,  he  was  made  Presi- 
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dent  and  has  held  that  office  ever  since. 

He  has  served  as  Mayor  of  his  own  city  sev- 
eral terms  and  was  elected  to  Congress  by 

his  district.  He  is  earnest  in  his  purpose  to 

do  the  very  best  that  can  be  done  for  Cassa- 
daga,  and  is  an  all-round  man  of  business. 
It  is  his  desire  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
spirit  of  the  times  and  have  Cassadagans 
not  only  educated  to  the  spiritual  thought, 
but  keep  >n  line  with  science  as  well  as 
philosophy. 

Mrs.  Gaston  has  been  an  invalid  for  years, 
but  even  in  her  physical  weakness  she  has 
been  a  tower  of  strength  to  him.  She  is  a 
rare  psychic  and  the  shadow  of  pain  has  not 
clouded  her  keen  spiritual  insight. 

CHAIRMEN  OF  CASSADAGA. 
The  first  Chairman  was  O.  P.  Kellogg  of 

East  Trumbull,  Ohio,  who  presided  until  the 
close  of  1884.  Mr.  Kellogg  afterward  moved 
to  Wyoming  and  entered  the  political  field. 
He  was  chosen  by  his  district  to  represent 
them  in  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  be- 

came Speaker  of  the  House.  After  a  few 
years  he  returned  to  his  Ohio  home.  He 
has  given  up  active  work  in  the  lecture 
field,  but  often  officiates  at  funerals. 

J.  C.  Street,  an  author  of  some  note,  acted 
as  Chairman  one  year,  assisted  by  George 
W.  Taylor  of  Lawton  Station,  New  York. 

B.  W.  Bond,  of  Willoughby,  Ohio,  now 
President  of  the  Southern  Cassadaga  Win- 

ter Camp,  at  Lake  Helen,  Florida,  and  on 
the  board  of  the  C.  L.  F.  A.  for  five  years, 
served  as  Chairman  during  the  year  1884. 

HARRISON    D.  BARRETT. 
Harrison  D.  Barrett,  who  succeeded  Dr. 

J.  C.  Street  as  Chairman  in  1889,  remained 
until  1895. 

Mr.  Barrett  although  a  native  of  Maine, 

was  graduated  from  the  Unitarian  Theologi- 
cal School  in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  but 

his  convictions  of  the  truths  of  Spiritualism 
were  stronger  than  his  desire  to  follow  the 
more  popular  work  of  the  Unitarian  minis- try, 

Mr.  Barrett  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful and  has  occupied  the  highest  positions  of 

honor  in  the  gift  of  the  Spiritualists  of  our 
great  nation,  as  their  National  President 
since  the  organization  of  the  National  Spir- 

itualist Association.  As  National  President 
he  has  seen  the  growth  of  the  cause  until 
state  after  state,  and  hundreds  of  societies 
have  come  under  the  national  banner.  His 

long  years  of  practice  as  Chairman  on  the 
Cassadaga  platform  has  made  him  an  ideal 
Chairman  over  any  organization.  He  has 

been  editor  of  the  "Banner  of  Light,"  pub- 
lished in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  which  is 

the  oldest  spiritual  paper  published,  for  sev- 
en years  and  his  literary  ability  is  clearly 

shown  in  the  editorial  work  of  that  publi- 
cation. 

He  is  ably  seconded  by  his  talented  wife, 
Margurite  Coffyn  Barrett,  who  is  assistant 
editor  of  the  Banner. 
George  H.  Brooks,  of  Illinois,  succeeded 

Mr.  Barrett  in  1896,  and  has  proved  a  very 
efficient  Chairman.  He  occupied  the  chair 
until  the  season  of  1902,  when  a  new  regime 
of  having  speakers  and  local  talent  occupy 
the  chair  when  the  President  desires  to  be 
released  from  that  duty. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  widely  known  as  a  lecturer 
and  is  kept  busy  in  the  field  and  his  cheery 

words,  "Subscribe  for  the  Cassadagan."  will 
go  down  in  history  as  his  appeal  to  the  peo- 

ple. 
GEORGE  W.  TAYLOR. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Essex,  Essex  County,  New  York,  March  27, 
1832.  In  1836  he  came  to  Eden,  Erie  Coun- 

ty, New  York.  In  May,  1864,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Ann  O.  Bartlett,  of  Collins, 

New  York.  He  was  identified  with  "The 
Friends  of  Human  Progress"  since  its  first 
organization  over  fifty  years  ago,  and  since 
its  legal  incorporation  in  1883,  he  was  Pres- 

ident until  the  time  of  his  passing  away. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor's  home  called  "Wood- 
side"  at  Lawton  Station,  New  York,  has 
been  the  resting  place  of  hundreds  who  need- 

ed their  kindly  care.  He  was  a  great 
preacher  and  his  words  always  went  home 
to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers,  but  his  best 
sermons  were  his  deeds  of  self-denial  and 
loving  kindness.  His  wife  and  daughter 

May,  and  two  sons,  Joseph  and  Grant,  sur- 
vive him.    He  made  one  feel 
"That  more  and  more  a  Providence 

Of  love  is  understood, 
Making  the  springs  of  time  and  sense 

Sweet  with  eternal  good." 
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CLARA  WATSON. 
Mrs.  Clara  Mitchell-Watson  was  born  in 

Jamestown  in  184G.  Reared  in  the  Baptist 
faith,  her  childhood  and  young  womanhood 
were  so  filled  with  cares  of  various  kinds 
that  she  had  little  time  for  study.  For 
twelve  years  she  had  the  care  of  an  invalid 
sister.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  she 
came  in  touch  with  Spiritualistic  thought 

and  made  a  study  of  its  principles  which  rip- 
ened into  a  development  of  her  mental  and 

spiritual  faculties,  and  after  a  few  years 
she  took  her  place  upon  the  rostrum. 

She  has  for  years  preached  sermons  that 
are  uplifting  and  breathe  of  heaven.  She 
has  officiated  at  nearly  four  hundred  fu- 

nerals and  is  sent  for  to  come  hundreds  of 
miles,  often  at  the  expressed  desire  of  the 
risen  ones.  Quiet  in  her  life,  tender  in  sym- 

pathy, loving  in  her  nature,  she  is  fulfilling 
a  mission  that  will  be  better  understood  as 
the  years  go  by. 

LYMAN    C.  HOWE. 
Lyman  C.  Howe,  of  Fredonia,  New  York, 

was  born  in  Butternuts,  Otsego  County,  New 

York,  February  11,  1832,  and  came  to  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  1858.  He  was  at  that  time 

a  teacher  of  penmanship,  his  first  class  in 
this  county  being  at  Milford. 
Mr  Howe  first  became  interested  in  Spir- 

itualism by  reading  Fowler's  book,  "Re- 
ligion, Natural  and  Revealed,"  and  A.  J. 

Davis',  the  Seer  of  Poughkeepsie,  "Divine 
Revelations."  He  says  he  thought  if  they 
were  not  true  they  ought  to  be.  His  first 

experience  in  spirit  control  came  while  sit- 
ting in  a  seance  at  Gilbert  Wiggins',  of  Hor- 

nellsville,  and  this  control  continued  until 
his  unseen  helpers  learned  how  to  inspire 
him.  His  first  lecture  was  given  at  the 
Laona  Free  Church,  in  1858.  He  found  that 

Jesus'  words,  "Open  your  mouth  and  it  shall 
be  filled,"  were  literally  true.  He  needs  no 
preparation  for  his  lectures;  the  most  ab- 

struse questions  are  answered  and  far  reach- 
ing subjects  are  handled  in  a  masterly  man- 
ner by  his  inspirers.  He  has  been  chosen 

by  the  National  Spiritualist  Association, 
whose  headquarters  are  at  Washington,  Dis- 

trict of  Columbia,  to  write  the  history  of 
Spiritualism  in  its  modern  acceptation,  and 
all  feel  they  chose  wisely. 

His  name  is  a  household  word  among 
the  millions  of  believers  in  this  new  light 
upon  an  old  gospel.  He  has  been  most 
fortunate  in  having  for  his  helpmate,  Mrs. 

Sarah  E.  Horth,  whom  he  married  in  1862, 
whose  rare  literary  ability  often  finds  ex- 

pression in  verse.  May  these  faithful  ones 
long  be  spared  to  bless  humanity. 

WILLARD  J.  HULL. 
Mr.  Hull  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 

May  27,  1854.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was 
left  an  orphan  with  but  little  chance  of  ob- 

taining an  education  yet  he  was  of  that  na- 
ture that  could  not  be  satisfied  unless  he 

obtained  knowledge. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  fortunate 

enough  to  read  "The  Debatable  Land,"  which 
opened  a  new  world  to  him  and  gave  him  a 
thirst  for  more  knowledge  upon  the  subject 
treated.  In  1873  he  suffered  from  a  long  ill- 

ness which  rendered  it  necessary  to  ampu- 
tate his  left  arm.  He  was  in  the  employ  of 

the  Erie  Railroad  for  some  years,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  of  his  engagement  he  was  train 

dispatcher.  He  gave  up  his  position  to  go 
into  the  Spiritualistic  lecture  field  and  he  is 
a  great  credit  to  the  cause.  Although  for 

several  years  his  duties  as  editor  of  "The 
Light  of  Truth,"  published  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  has  prevented  him  doing  as  much  work 
as  previously,  yet  with  every  copy  of  his 
paper  he  is  sending  out  the  altruistic 
thought,  and  when  he  lectures,  that  is  his 
message  to  the  people,  and  best  of  all  it  is 
believed  he  lives  it. 

A.   B.  FRENCH. 

Mr.  French,  the  silver  tongued  orator  of 
Clyde,  Ohio,  has  often  favored  Cassp.daga 
with  his  masterly  addresses.  He  is  a  fav- 

orite in  many  directions,  as  his  work  is  nor 
confined  to  the  Spiritualistic  field,  yet  he 
is  never  ashamed  to  honor  it  as  his  religion. 

HUDSON   AND   EMMA  TUTTLE. 
Hudson  Tuttle  and  Emma  Rood  Tuttle,  his 

wife,  also  hail  from  Ohio.  Their  home  is  at 
Berlin  Heights.  They  have  appeared  as 
workers  at  Cassadaga,  and  are  known  by 
their  writings  in  almost  every  spiritual 
home.  They  are  agriculturists  and  write 
for  the  farm  journals.  As  members  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  they  are  friends  with 
the  farming  public.  Their  lyceum  guide  is 
used  in  the  lyceums  of  many  states  of  the 

Union,  and  Mrs.  Tuttle's  book  of  poems, 
"From  Soul  to  Soul,"  is  fulfilling  a  blessed 
mission. 

CEPHAS   B.  LYNN. 

Mr.  Lynn  was  a  lecturer  of  note  in  the  ear- 
ly years  and  was  always  welcome  at  Cas- 
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sadaga,  and  yet  I  have  to  record  him  as  the 
only  one  I  know  who  changed  his  work  to 

the  Universalist's  pulpit,  and  was  at  the 
last  hearing  very  much  appreciated  by  that 
sect.  He  is  one  of  those  missionaries  sent 
out  to  build  up  churches.,  but  he  affirms  he 
preaches  the  spiritual  doctrine  there  as 
much  as  he  ever  did  upon  the  Spiritualistic 
platform,  and  the  writer  does  not  doubt  it 
as  some  of  their  most  noted  divines  are 
preaching  Spiritualistic  sermons  from  their 
pulpits. 

MRS.  R.  S.  LILLIE. 

Among  the  many  workers  who  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  Cassadaga  Camp  is 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie,  now  of  San  Francisco,  Cal- 
ifornia. For  a  time  she  resided  upon  the 

grounds,  at  least  through  the  summer,  own- 
ing a  lovely  cottage  there.  She  is  still  re- 

membered by  her  many  friends  in  the  Em- 
pire State  as  one  whose  inspiration  was  of 

a  high  order,  and  her  husband,  J.  T.  Lillie, 
reached  many  a  lonely  heart  with  his  songs. 
Like  an  echo  from  the  olden  time  come  the 

words,  "Beautiful  Island  of  Sometime." 

DANIEL  BORROUGHS  MERRITT. 
Daniel  Borroughs  Merritt  was  born  in 

Onandaga  County,  New  York,  August  26, 
1829.  Is  a  resident  of  Linden,  Genessee 
County,  New  York,  and  is  engaged  in  manu- 

facturing. He  was  Postmaster  of  his  city 
during  the  Cleveland  administration.  Spir- 

itualism is  his  religion.  He  was  elected 
Trustee  of  the  Cassadaga  Lake  Free  Asso- 

ciation in  1888  and  has  served  continuously 
to  the  present  time.  He  married  Miss  E. 
L.  Pixley  in  1850,  the  union  being  blessed 
with  happiness. 

MARTIN    RICH  ROUSE 
Captain  Martin  Rich  Rouse  was  born  in 

Sheshequin,  Bradford  County,  Pennsylva- 
nia, January  31,  1835.  His  father  was  Rev. 

Noel  Rouse,  a  Universalist  minister.  Cap- 
tain Rouse  was  a  member  of  the  Construc- 
tion corps  during  the  Civil  War  and  was 

honorably  discharged  in  August,  1865,  after- 
wards was  Captain  of  Company  K  of  Penn- 

sylvania. He  served  as  Chief  of  Police  and 
City  Commissioner  of  Titusville,  Pennsyl- 

vania, and  now  holds  the  position  of  Post- 
master of  his  city.  He  embraced  Spiritual- 

ism at  an  early  age  and  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cassadaga  Lake  Free  Associa- 
tion Board  of  Directors  at  its  organization 

and  served  continuously  to  the  present  date. 

He  married  Miss  Hortense  Bugbee  and  the 
union  is  blessed  with  three  daughters. 

FREDERICK  GREGG  NEELIN. 

Frederick  Gregg  Neelin  was  born  in  Otta- 
wa, Canada,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1853,  after- 

wards resided  in  Burroughsacaighan,  Tip- 
perary,  Ireland.  He  was  educated  for  the 
Church  of  England  ministry,  his  parents 
indoctrinating  the  exclusive  theological  pre- 

cepts of  High  Church  Ritualism.  He  pre- 
ferred journalism  to  the  theology  and  se- 

lected it  as  a  profession,  and  held  positions 
on  the  editorial  staff  of  leading  newspapers 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  He  es- 

tablished and  edited  for  twenty-five  years 
the  Sun  newspaper  of  Seaforth,  Ontario, 
and  in  1894  was  appointed  customs  officer 
by  the  Canadian  government,  which  posi- 

tion is  a  life  appointment.  His  introduc- 
tion to  Spiritualism  was  in  1895,  and  he  was 

elected  a  member  of  the  Cassadaga  Lake 
Free  Association  Board  of  Directors  in  1897, 
continuing  as  Canadian  representative  of 
the  management.  He  edits  the  Cassadagan, 
the  official  organ  of  the  Association.  In 
1876  he  married  Miss  Anna  Delyhea  Clay- 

ton-White and  the  union  is  blessed  with 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  "Leolyn"  across  the  roadway  on  the 
old  Alden  grounds,  is  a  marvel  of  beauty 
and  elegance.  It  is  owned  by  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Pettengill,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  fitted  up 
more  like  a  sumptuous  home  than  a  hotel. 
A  well  of  excellent  medicinal  water  is  free 
to  the  guests.  A  number  of  acres  of  wooded 
land  opposite  the  hotel  has  been  converted 
into  a  park,  in  which  all  are  welcome  to 
drive  or  walk.  It  is  left,  as  far  as  possible, 
in  a  state  of  nature,  and  the  mingling  of 
beech,  hemlock,  maple  and  other  varieties 
of  trees,  combined  with  many  kinds  of  ferns 
and  other  shrubs  and  plants,  will  make  it  a 

great  resort  for  those  who  live  near  nat- 
ure's heart,  and  lovers  of  beauty.  The 

Leolyn  is  situated  upon  the  bank  of  the 
middle  lake,  and  was  named  by  a  Hindu 

who  visited  the  camp  three  years  ago,  "The 
Palace  of  Peace."  It  is  still  under  the  man- 

agement of  A.  C.  White. 

The  publishing  house  of  W.  H.  Bach  is 
situated  upon  South  street,  and  is  called 
the  Sunflower  Publishing  Company.  Mr. 

Bach  publishes  "The  Sunflower,"  a  semi- 
monthly paper  devoted  to  the  interests  of 

Spiritualism,  and  during  the  last  two  years 
has  done  creditable  work  in  the  book  line. 
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The  freedom  of  the  Cassadaga  platform 
is  extended  to  all  shades  of  thought  that 
point  toward  reform  and  tend  toward  right- 

eousness. Aside  from  the  regular  speakers 
upon  spiritual  lines,  those  interested  in  the 
enfranchisement  of  woman  have  had  a  day 
each  year  devoted  to  that  cause  at  which 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  Carrie  Chapman  Catt, 

Clara  Colby  of  the  Woman's  Tribune, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  Isabelie 
Beacher  Hooker,  Mary  Seymour  Howell, 
May  Wright  Sewell  and  Rev.  Anna  Shaw 
have  participated.  Miss  Shaw  and  Mrs. 
Seymour  Howell  are  frequently  on  the  reg- 

ular list  of  speakers,  as  well  as  serving 

"Woman's  Day." 

CARRIE    E.   S.  TWING. 

Lyman  C.  Howe's  tribute  to  Carrie  E.  S. 
Twing: — Caroline  Edna  Skinner  commenced 
her  life  pilgrimage  in  this  world  December 
8,  1844,  in  Sherman,  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York.  Solomon  Skinner,  her  father, 
and  Candace  E.,  her  mother  were  born  in 
Saybrook  and  Summers,  Connecticut,  re- 

spectively. She  was  two  and  one-half  years 
old  when  her  father  died.  Spencer,  Rhoda 
and  Carrie,  (the  three  children),  were  left 

to  the  mother's  care.  Of  these  the  most 
prominent  character,  endowed  with  peculiar 
gifts  was  Caroline,  who  has  been  a  con- 

spicuous public  teacher  in  Chautauqua 
County  for  the  past  twenty  years,  trav- 

eling extensively  and  lecturing  to  large  and 
often  enthusiastic  audiences  of  working 
men.  Grangers,  Temperance  Associations, 

Women's  Unions  and  Spiritualists,  always 
ready  to  serve  every  good  cause  and  en- 

courage the  poor  and  unfortunate  and  give 
inspiring  counsel  to  the  misdirected  and  un- 

fortunate, and  comfort  and  cheer  to  the 
sick  and  sorrowing  of  earth.  She  had  from 
a  child  an  aspiration  to  teach,  and  with- 

out any  preparation  save  what  she  got  at 
the  common  district  school,  she  taught  in 
1SG1 — when  she  was  about  seventeen.  Af- 

terwards she  was  a  student  at  the  Westfield 
Academy  and  taught  school  summers.  She 
had  a  natural  love  for  children  which  fitted 
her,  even  more  than  her  schooling,  for  the 
position  of  teacher. 
The  last  two  terms  she  taught  in  the 

Westfield  Academy,  while  the  Union  School 
building  was  in  process  of  construction  and 
was  one  of  the  first  teachers  to  enter  the 
new  building,  where  she  continued  her  work 
as  teacher  until  her  health  failed,  in  1869. 
She  was  married  to  Herbert  S.  Twing — now 
a  prominent  vineyardist — in  1871.  Their 
pleasant  home  is  known  as  Belle  Vista. 
Prom  her  earliest  memory,  Carrie  realized 
much  that  others  did  not.  She  saw  and 
heard,  with  spiritual  eyes  and  ears,  and  had 

the  companionship  of  friends  that  were  in- 
visible to  common  eyes.  As  she  matured 

these  supernormal  senses  unfolded  and  she 
became  known  as  a  medium  for  communi- 

cations between  two  worlds.  As  a  public 
speaker  she  has  traveled  extensively  over 
a  large  portion  of  the  United  States,  carry- 

ing good  news  to  all  who  gave  her  audience. 
She  has  written  several  popular  books, 
thrilled  with  high  moral  and  spiritual  ideals. 

The  latest  of  these  are  "Lisbeth,  or  A  Story 
of  Two  Worlds,"  and  "Jim,  or  Touched  by 
an  Angel  Mother."  She  is  a  popular  favorite 
with  all  classes,  since  she  has  a  good  word 
for  all,  and  censures  none.  She  is  ever 
faithful  to  her  convictions,  and  does  not 
hide  her  light  from  any  who  seek  the  truth. 
A  pronounced  and  consistent  Spiritualist, 
she  has  a  broad  charity  and  tender  sym- 

pathy for  every  religious  sect,  and  Spirit- 
ualism as  she  interprets  it,  includes  all  the 

moral  graces  and  humanitarian  reforms. 
To  her  this  life  is  a  school,  in  which  she  is 
an  industrious  student  in  all  the  practical 
problems  of  life  here  and  hereafter.  Few 
women  in  the  Empire  State  have  done 
more  valuable  work  for  the  elevation  of 
society  and  the  race  than  Carrie  E.  S. 
Twing,  of  Westfield,  New  York. 
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MRS.  ABBY  LOUISE  PETTENGILL. 
The  life  of  the  present  President  of  the 

assembly  at  Lily  Dale  has  been  an  event- 
ful one.  From  her  earliest  years  she  has 

been  attracted  to  occult  subjects,  and  be- 
came a  willing  and  devoted  convert  to 

Spiritualism  about  thirty-five  years  ago. 
She  married  Hon.  Charles  B.  Pettengill, 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  under  President  Grant,  in  1864.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  viz:  Jo- 

sephine, now  the  wife  of  Henry  A.  Everett, 
the  street  car  magnate  and  millionaire  of 
Cleveland;  Isabel,  wife  of  H.  A.  Clarke, 
a  prominent  attorney  of  Fredonia,  New 
York;  Charles  R.,  and  George  B.  Pettengill. 
Of  these,  three  yet  remain  in  the  form, 
Charles  having  passed  to  the  higher  life  in 
1894.  His  father,  Hon.  Charles  Pettengill, 
passed  away  in  1884,  and  left  the  care  of  his 
family  to  the  wife  and  mother,  whose  devo- 

tion to  her  children  was  the  remark  of  all 
who  knew  her. 

Mrs.  Pettengill  was  a  frequent  visitor  to 
Lily  Dale  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  assem- 

bly and  became  identified  with  it  in  the 
early  nineties  as  stated  in  the  history  of 
the  movement.  She  believed  in  progress 
and  unfoldment  in  every  direction  and  de- 

voted herself  to  that  work  with  untiring 
energy.  Her  interest  was  proved  by  her 
purchase  of  the  Alden  property  without 
the  gates,  and  its  immediate  renovation  in 
harmony  with  her  well  known  artistic 
tastes.  She  was  also  a  large  holder  of  the 
stock  of  the  Association,  and  was  a  willing 
contributor  to  every  worthy  charity.  She 
believed,  and  still  believes,  most  implicitly 
in  co-operation  through  organization,  and 
was  elected  a  Trustee  of  the  National  Spir- 

itualists' Association  in  189C,  and  was  unan- 
imously re-elected  in  1887.  She  was  also 

a  warm  friend  of  the  Southern  Cassadaga 
at  Lake  Helen,  Florida.  She  still  retains 
her  friendship  for  and  interest  in  both  of 
these  organizations,  notwithstanding  the 
pressing  claims  of  her  work  at  Lily  Dale. 

In  1902,  President  Gaston  having  signified 
his  willingness  to  dispose  of  his  interests 
in  Cassadaga  stock,  Mrs.  Pettengill  pur- 

chased the  same,  and  thus  became  the  larg- 
est individual  stockholder  in  the  association. 

A  new  Board  of  Trustees  was  at  once 
chosen,  of  which  she  became  President. 
For  the  past  two  years  she  has  labored 
with  singleness  of  heart  and  earnestness 
of  purpose  to  promote  the  wellfare  of  the 
organization  in  its  every  department  of 
usefulness.  President  Pettengill  believes 
in  harmony  in  all  things  and  feels  that  it 
is  better  to  establish  heaven  on  earth  than 

it  is  to  toil  without  ceasing  to  prepare  for 
a  possible  heaven  after  death.  She  has 
sought  to  overcome  all  differences  of  an  an- 

tagonistic character,  and  endeavored  to 
promote  the  higher  principles  of  peace, 
good-will  and  brotherhood.  This  desire  on 
her  part  is  certainly  felt  by  the  summer 
visitors,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  unite 
in  testifying  to  the  kindly  and  fraternal 
spirit  permeating  the  very  atmosphere. 

President  PettengilTs  influence  has  also 
been  exerted  in  the  direction  of  making  the 
platform  utterances  as  broad  as  possible, 
by  introducing  from  it  representative  men 
and  women  of  all  liberal,  progressive  and 
reformatory  movements.  As  a  step  in  that 
direction  she  secured  a  change  of  the  name 

of  the  association  from  the  "Cassadaga  Lake 
Free  Association"  to  "The  City  of  Light  As- 

sembly." Under  this  name  distinguished 
men  and  women  from  the  Orient  and  Occi- 

dent have  graced  the  rostrum,  and  have 
uttered  the  great  truths  that  were  involved 
in  their  messages  to  the  people.  This  pro- 

gressive policy  will  be  continued  in  future, 
so  long  as  her  progressive  spirit  shall  in- 

fluence the  selection  of  talent  for  the  plat- 
form. Her  motto  is  "Malice  toward  none 

and  charity  for  all,"  and  her  aim  is  to 
have  the  best  thought  of  all  faiths  given 
to  the  people  in  order  that  their  truths  may 
become  parts  of  The  City  of  Light  plat- 
form. 

Mrs.  Pettengill  possesses  large  sympa- 
thies and  a  most  generous  spirit.  Her  char- 

ities are  numerous  and  largely  exercised  in 
secret.  She  is  a  genial  hostess  and  a  help- 

er in  every  social  circle  in  which  she 
moves.  She  always  has  a  reason  for  the 
faith  that  is  hers  and  never  fails  to  defend 
it  whenever  occasion  requires.  Her  aim 
is  to  do  good  and  to  inspire  others  to  do 
the  same.  She  has  had  to  stand  alone  in 
many  of  her  enterprises  and  benefactions, 
but  she  has  never  faltered  in  her  purpose 
nor  hesitated  to  act  when  she  felt  that  the 
voice  of  duty  called  her.  She  has  not 
sought  newspaper  praise  or  notoriety 
through  wide  publicity  of  her  works,  but 
has  been  happiest  in  doing  the  work  that 
she  felt  was  needed  without  regard  to  re- 

ward or  worldly  wealth,  fame  or  honor. 
Her  religion  was  and  is  that  of  mutual 
helpfulness  to  all  who  are  in  need.  Such 
a  life  is  an  inspiration  and  a  sign  of  prom- 

ise to  sorrowing  humanity  everywhere.  Her 
pledge  is  given  to  continue  her  life  of  ser- 

vice until  the  results  of  her  labors  have 
given  proof  that  humanitarian  efforts  are 
both  practical  and  educational  on  the  part 
of  all. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY. 

The  season  of  1902  was  one  fraught 

with  many  changes  at  Cassadaga.  Its 

original  esprit  de  corps  had  gradually 
changed  until  the  movement  was  more 

educational  in  its  scope  than  distinctive- 

ly sectarian,  or  dogmatically  Spiritual- 
istic in  character.  It  retained  its  grasp 

upon  occult  and  spiritual  science,  and 
never  lost  sight  of  the  essential  truths 

of  Spiritualism.  Its  spirit  broadened, 

however,  and  took  in  scientific  and  ad- 
vanced philosophical  instruction.  This 

change  was  gradual,  but  took  outward 
form  in  1900,  1901  and  1902  in  the  class 

work  of  the  several  speakers  and  teach- 
ers employed  at  the  camp. 

In  1902,  after  fifteen  years  of  contin- 
ued service  as  President,  and  eighteen 

years'  work  as  Trustee,  Hon.  A.  Gas- 
ton expressed  his  desire  to  retire  from 

the  manageemnt  of  the  camp.  Accord- 
ingly he  and  his   friends   disposed  of 

their  sock  to  Mrs.  Abby  Louise  Petten- 
gill  and  a  party  of  friends,  and  a  new 
Board  of  Trustes  was  at  once  chosen. 

This  board  consisted  of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Pet- 

tengill,  of  Lily  Dale,  New  York;  Mrs. 
Minnie  L.  McKeever,  of  Washington, 

Pennsylvania ;  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  S.  Twing, 
Westfield,  Xew  York;  Mrs.  Isabel  B. 

Clarke,  Fredonia,  New  York ;  Hon.  H. 
\Y.  Richardson,  East  Aurora,  New 

York  ;  W.  H.  Mix,  Sugargrove,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  T.  J.  Skidmore,  Lily  Dale, 

New  York. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Pettengill  was  elected 
President  and  T.  J.  Skidmore  Treas- 

urer. Mrs.  Eulalia  Eustaphieve,  of 

I'.uffalo,  New  York,  was  elected  Secre- 
tary. T.  J.  Skidmore,  shortly  after  the 

reorganization  of  the  Board,  tendered 
his  resignation  as  Treasurer  and  Trus- 

tee on  account  of  his  health,  and  his 

brother,  Henry  II.  Skidmore,  of  Lily 
Dale,  Xew  York,  was  chosen  in  his 

place.  Mr.  Skidmore  had  served  con- 
tinuously   as   Trustee,    President  and 
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Treasurer  from  1879  to  1902.  His  re- 
tirement was  regretted  by  all,  and  his 

sudden  transition  in  May,  1904,  was  the 

occasion  of  deep  sorrow  throughout  the 
nation. 

The  new  management  instituted  many 
improvements  and  not  a  few  changes 
in  the  methods  of  work.  The  name  of 

the  cam])  was  changed  to  "The  City 

of  Light  Assembly,"  and  the  Grand  Ho- 
tel on  the  grounds  became  "The  Maple- 

wood."  Mediums  were  given  the  old 
time  welcome,  and  no  chanee  in  the 

special  days  of  a  unique  character  were 
introduced  into  the  program  and  proved 

most  interesting  and  attractive.  "Ohio 
Day,"  "Peace  Day,"  "Buffalo  Day"  and 
"N.  S.  A.  Day"  will  not  soon  be  forgot- 

ten by  those  present,  to  say  nothing  of 

"Canadian  Day,"  "Woman's  Day"  and 
others  of  like  character. 

The  June  picnic  that  had  been  inaug- 
urated thirty  years  before,  was  aban- 

doned this  year,  and  all  of  the  energies 
of  the  officers  of  the  Association  were 

devoted  to  the   work   of   making:  the 

THE  PARK-CtTI  OK  LIGHT. 

presentation  of  phenomena  was  made 

or  attempted.  Spiritualism  was  still 
the  watchword  of  the  Assembly  and  no 
desire  to  break  away  from  it  was  even 

thought  of. 
The  season  of  1903  was  one  of  signal 

interest  to  all  classes  of  people.  Vet- 
eran Spiritualists,  investigators  and 

pleasure  seekers  found  the  kinds  of  food 

they  sought  in  abundance.  The  Assem- 
bly was  a  success  in  every  respect  from 

the  opening  day  to  the  close.  Several 

regular  session  a  great  success.  The 
season  was  one  of  historic  interest  and 

educational  value  to  all.  The  following 

speakers  occupied  the  platform  during 
the  season  :  Carrie  E.  S.  Twing,  Elbert 

Hubbard,  J.  Clegg  Wright,  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Curran,  W.  J.  Hull,  W.  J.  Colville,  J. 

W.  Dennis,  Jno.  Sayles,  H.  W.  Rich- 
ardson, Miss  Susie  C.  Clark,  Mrs.  Til- 

lie  U.  Reynolds,  F.  A.  Wiggin,  Baba 
Premanand  Bharati,  Frances  E.  Mason, 

Hon.  S.  M.  Jones,  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
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Mrs.  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman,  Rev. 

Anna  H.  Shaw,  George  Brooks,  Prof. 

Wm.  Lockwood,  Charles  Brodie  Patter- 

son, Miss  Hedwig  S.  Albarus,  Dr.  Aus- 
tin, H.  D.  Barrett,  Mrs.  Alice  D.  Le- 

Plongeon,  C.  L.  Stevens,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
.Stevens.  Test  Mediums :  Homer  Al- 

temus,  F.  Corden  White,  Jennie  Leys 

Edson,  Margaret  Gaule  and  F.  A.  Wig- 

gin.  Rev.  George  H.  Brooks  of  Wheat- 
on,  111.,  officiated  as  Chairman  in  his 

usual  happy  and  efficient  manner.  D. 
C.  Richards  served  as  Superintendent 

of  the  grounds,  both  in  1903  and  1904. 

At  the  stockholders'  meeting  in  Au- 
gust, 1903,  the  entire  Board  of  Trus- 

tees was  re-elected,  by  which  Mrs.  Eu- 

lalia  Eustaphieve  was  re-elected  Secre- 
tary, H.  H.  Skidmore,  owing  to  failing 

health,  resigned  as  Treasurer  and  Trus- 
tee, and  A.  C.  White  of  Lily  Dale  was 

elected  to  fill  both  vacancies.  August  r , 

1904,  W.  H.  Mix  of  Sugargrove,  Penn- 
sylvania, resigned  as  Trustee,  but  no 

appointment  was  made  to  fill  the  va- 

cancy owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  an- 
nual election  of  officers. 

A  most  attractive  program  was  pre- 
pared for  the  season  of  1904,  the  fol- 

lowing speakers  occupying  the  plat- 
form :  Carrie  E.  S.  Twing,  Henry 

Frank,  J.  Clegg  Wright,  Edward  Caleb 
Randall,  Miss  Elizabeth  Harlow,  F.  A. 

Wiggin,  W.  J.  Colville,  Miss  Susie  C. 
Clark,  Rev.  Ford  Fisher,  Prof.  W.  M. 
Lockwood,  Swami  Rama,  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Lillie,  Charles  Brodie  Patterson,  Helen 

Campbell,  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman, 

Willard  J.  Hull,  Paul  Tyner,  Kate  Al- 
exander, C.  Fannie  Allyn,  Tillie  U.  Rey- 

nolds. 

Platform  Test  Mediums  :  Mrs.  Maud 

Lord  Drake,  F.  A.  Wiggin,  Margaret 
Gaule.  Harrison  D.  Barrett,  of  Ca- 

naan, Maine,  acted  as  Chairman  the 

greater  part  of  the  season. 

The  Maplewood  Hotel,  both  in  1903 
and  1904  was  under  the  efficient  man- 

agement of  Leo  Manger  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  while  the  famous  Northwestern 
Band  furnished  excellent  music.  John 
T.  Lillie,  after  an  absence  of  nine 
years,  filled  his  old  time  place  as  soloist 
and  chorister.  Mrs.  Isabel  B.  Clark  of 
Fredonia  was  the  Corresponding  Sec- 

retary in  1903,  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Kingsley 
of  California  held  that  office  in  1904. 

BRIDGE  NEAR  THE  ENTRANCE. 



CLUB  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

BY  ELEANOR  J.  DOW. 

K  J.  DOW. 

In  a  short  sketch  of  the 

club  history  of  Chautauqua 

County,  the  writer  finds  her- 
self overwhelmed  by  a  great 

wealth  of  material,  as  almost 

every  town,  village  and  ham- 
let now  has  its  club. 

Since  the  organization  of 
Sorosis  in  New  York  and  the 

New  England  Women's  Club 
in  Boston  in  1868,  the  growth  of  the 

club  has  been  marvelous,  and  Chau- 

tauqua County  is  justly  proud  of  her 
record. 

It  is  only  possible  in  this  article  to 

touch  upon  the  work  accomplished, 

and  impossible  to  enumerate  the  large 
number  of  clubs.  To  study  the  club 

history  of  Chautauqua  County  intelli- 
gently we  must  go  back  to  the  history 

of  women  in  religious  organizations, 

as  the  strength  of  this  extraordinary 

development  was  in  the  fact  that  it  fur- 
nished women  with  a  vocation  and  gave 

employment  to  faculty,  and  was  a  fore- 
runner of  the  club  movement. 

We  find  today  that  the  world  is  very 
different  from  that  which  furnished  the 

outlook  for  women  of  a  century  ago, 

and  that  historians  will  record  that  wo- 
men are  organizers  and  leaders  of  great 

movements  among  themselves  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

In  the  twentieth  century  it  is  not  vitalhi 
essential  to  devoted  wifehood  and  good 
motherhood  that  women  should  eschewi 
all  other  duties  in  life. 

Woman's  life  for  many  centuries  was 
narrowed  to  a  compass  bounded  by  four 

walls,  but  she  has  now  stepped  out  and 
demonstrated  her  fitness  to  do  her  part 

of  the  great  work  beyond  those  con- 
fines.  She  has  learned  the  beauty  and 

usefulness  of  association — the  part  that 
sustains  the  great  whole.  She  has 

found  out  the  meaning  of  co-ordination 
and  the  beauty  of  community  work. 

She  knows  how  to  make  right  connec- 
tion between  home  life  and  world  in- 

terests, and  her  family  are  the  bettei 
therefor.  She  realizes  what  relation  a 

good  home  bears  to  the  good  school, 
the  influential  church,  and  pure  society. 

She  comprehends  the  immense  bearing 

a  good  home  and  an  upright  commun- 
ity have  on  a  healthier  industrial  sys- 

tem, and  it  is  not  too  much  to  claim 
that  it  is  the  club  in  most  case%  that 

is  responsible. 

The  Mozart  Club  of  Jamestown  is 

the  pioneer  women's  club  of  Chautau- 
qua County,  founded  in  1879  and  in- 

corporated in  1894.  This  club  was 

formed,  as  the  first  clause  of  the  con- 

stitution reads,  "For  the  promotion  of 
the  study  of  classical  and  standard 
musical  works  and  literature,  and  for  a 

wider  and  more  liberal  patronage  of 

the  art."  For  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century  the  Mozart  Club  has  been 

true  to  this  standard,  constantly  aspir- 
ing to  higher  ideals,  prospering  and 

growing.  Mrs.  Frank  Edward  Gifford, 
eldest  daughter  of  Gov.  R.  E.  Fenton, 
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was  the  founder  and  first  President  of 

the  Mozart  Club,  and  with  the  exception 

of  a  few  years,  when  Mrs.  Wififield  S. 

Cameron  ably  filled  the  office,  Mrs. 
Gifford  has  been  its  President.  The 

influence  of  the  club  is  uplifting — in  fact 

it  stands  for  everything-  that  is  best, 
and  deserves  its  splendid  success,  rank- 

ing as  it  dues  among  the  finest  clubs  in 
the  county. 

One  of  the  most  unique  clubs  is  the 

Chautauqua  Women's  Club,  organized 
in  1888— Mrs.  B.  T.  Vincent,  Presi- 

dent. Its  membership  is  composed  of 
women  from  almost  every  state  in  the 

Union.  They  hold  thirty-three  meet 

ings.  Objects — self-improvement,  mu- 
tual helpfulness,  preparation  for  better 

home-makers  and  members  of  society. 
The  club  is  raising  a  fund  of  money  to 

build  a  club  house,  which  it  hopes  to 

have  completed  in  the  near  future. 

Opportunities  of  hearing  specialists  add 
to  the  interest  of  the  programmes.  The 

club  motto  is,  "  One  of  Many,  and  Not 

Separated  from  Any." 
In  the  fall  of  1883  a  small  party  of 

Westfield  ladies  met  and  formed  what 

was  known  as  the  Shakespeare  Club. 

Two  years  later  this  was  merged  into 

the  Monday  Evening  Club,  with  offi- 
cers, a  constitution  and  by-laws.  It 

was  a  traveling  club  for  some  years, 

visiting  cities  and  places  of  interest 
in  its  own  and  foreign  lands.  Later  it 

took  up  the  study  of  countries,  includ- 
ing their  histories,  literature  and  arts. 

Up-to-date  topics,  as  well,  have  always 
been  included  in  the  work.  The  Fed- 

eration topics  have  added  much  to  the 

general  interest.  Nor  has  the  social 
life  been  forgotten,  it  being  the  custom 
of  the  club  to  serve  four  teas  during  the 

year.  Two  years  ago  the  Village  Im- 
provement Society  became  an  auxiliary 

to  the  club  from  which  great  things 

are  expected  in  the  near  future.  I  he 
club  has  had  twelve  Presidents,  all  ol 

whom  have  added  much  to  its  success. 

The  Women's  Literary  Club  of  Dun- 
kirk was  organized  in  1895;  member- 

ship fiftv.  Intellectual  improvement  and 

philanthropy  are  its  objects. 
The  Fortnightly  Club  of  Jamestown 

was  organized  in  1894.  A  charter  mem- 
bership was  enrolled  at  its  first  meeting, 

and  this  number  has  never  been  in- 
creased. In  its  very  inception  it  was 

thought  best  not  to  bind  the  society  by 

too  many  and  too  rigorous  rules,  but 

to  depend  upon  individual  effort  for  its 
success.  The  purpose  of  this  club  has 
been  the  literary  culture  of  its  members 

and  to  stimulate  individual  develop- 

ment. The  ten  vears'  experience  of  the 
Fortnightly  have  been  years  of  pro- 

nounced progression,  and  it  was  never 
in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  at 

present.  Its  success  has  been  greatly 

due,  not  only  to  individual  effort,  but 
to  the  culture  and  ability  of  its  presiding 
officers. 

The  Tuesday  Club  of  Mayville  was 

organized  in  1895;  the  preamble  to  the 

constitution  states,  "with  the  object  of 
attaining  a  higher,  broader  and  truer 

culture,  and  feeling  the  need  of  organi- 

zation to  that  effect."  The  work  the 
first  year  was  English  history  and  liter- 

ature ;  since,  however,  its  work  has 

been  more  or  less  miscellaneous.  Dur- 

ing the  first  year  of  its  existence  it  sent 
a  box  of  books  to  the  Craig  Colony, 

and  later  a  box  of  clothing  to  the 

Charlestown  sufferers.  The  Tuesday 

Club  has  taken  steps  to  establish  a  free 

public  library  in  Mayville;  it  has  col- 
lected about  two  hundred  fifty  books 

and  lias  raised  nearly  three  hundred  dol- 
lars; has  made  formal  application  to 

the  state  for  incorporation  and  a  library 
charter,  and  the  library  will  receive  state 
aid  to  the  extent  of  two  hundred  dollars 

during  the  first  year  of  its  existence. 

The  name  of  the  library  is  "The  Tuesday 

C  lub  Library  ol  Mayville." 
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The  Critical  Club  of  Mayville  was  or- 
ganized by  Miss  Aimee  Tourgee.  Its 

membership  is  twenty,  composed  main- 
ly of  teachers  in  the  Mayville  High 

School,  and  the  young  literary  ladies 
of  the  village. 

The  Minerva  Club  of  Sherman  was 

organized  in  1896.  Its  membership 

averages  about  fifty,  and  is  not  limited - 
as  it  was  decided  early  in  the  history 
of  the  club  that  any  woman  who  desired 

knowledge,  and  was  willing  to  work, 

might  become  a  member.  Its  first  ob- 
ject was  mutual  improvement  through 

the  study  of  literature  and  history  ;  but 
its  scope  has  widened  and  practical 
questions  relating  to  the  welfare  of  all 
individuals,  especially  in  the  home,  are 

discussed  at  each  meeting,  and  some 

attention  is  also  given  to  Parliamentary 
Law.  Much  of  its  work  outside  the 

meetings  has  been  done  for  the  school, 

in  the  way  of  purchasing  pictures  and 
busts  for  the  adornment  of  the  school 

rooms,  and  the  giving  of  money  with 
which  to  purchase  books.  Its  aims  are 

high  and  the  work  has  been  verv  satis- 
factory, due  in  a  measure,  perhaps,  to 

its  officers  and  program  committees, 

but  also  to  the  personal  efforts  and  loy- 
alty of  its  members.  A  State  Travel- 

ing Library  has  been  secured  each  year 
for  the  use  of  the  club,  but  plans  have 

been  started  which  will  probably  be  per- 
fected during  the  year,  for  the  founda- 

tion of  a  town  library,  to  be  under  the 
supervision  and  in  care  of  the  members 
of  Minerva  Club. 

The  New  Century  Art  Club  of  James- 
town was  founded  in  1897  for  the  pur- 

pose expressed  in  its  constitution,  "  to 
cultivate  a  better  knowledge  and  appre- 

ciation of  art."  Its  membership  being 
limited  to  forty,  the  meetings  are  held 
in  the  homes  of  members.  The  club 

owns  a  valuable  collection  of  pictures 
which  have  been  loaned  to  the  Public 

School,  Prendergast  Library,  the  Young 

Women's  rooms  and  the  Mozart  and 
Fortnightly  Clubs.  Through  the  in- 

fluence of  this  traveling  picture  gallery 
the  public  schools  now  own  their  own 
collection.  The  programs  have  been 

supplemented  by  a  series  of  lectures 
given  by  noted  art  teachers.  The  club 

has  successfully  managed  two  loan  ex- 
hibits, and  has  exceeded  the  purpose  ex- 

pressed in  its  constitution,  as  its  influence 
has  extended  far  beyond  its  membership. 
The  Benjamin  Prescott  Chapter, 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
was  organized  in  Fredonia  January  2, 

1899,  with  fifteen  members.  Regent 
Miss  Martha  J.  Prescott,  First  Vice 

Regent,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Fullager.  It  has 

now  over  ninety  members;  had  "four  real 
daughters"  but  two  have  died.  Ameri- 

can history,  current  events  and  parlia- 
mentary law  have  been  the  lines  along 

which  it  has  studied.  It  has  placed 

twenty  markers  on  the  graves  of  Revo- 
lutionary soldiers  buried  in  its  town, 

and  has  placed  one  bronze  tablet  in 
what  is  now  the  Historical  Room  of  the 

Public  Library,  to  mark  a  place  burned 

the  night  Lafayette  visited  the  village 

in  1825.  It  has  given  books  on  Ameri- 
can history  to  the  Fredonia  and  Dun- 
kirk libraries,  and  prizes  for  best  es- 
says, written  by  students  under  sixteen 

on  American  history.  It  is  now  try- 
ing to  save  money  for  a  boulder  with 

bronze  tablet  to  give  the  names  of  all 
the  Revolutionary  soldiers  buried  in  the 
Town  of  Pomfret. 

The  Patterson  Chapter,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  was  organized 
in  Westfield  September  1,  1898,  Mrs. 

G.  W.  Patterson,  Regent.  Meetings  are 
held  each  month  at  the  homes  of  the 

members,  and  are  both  literary  and 
social  in  their  character.  The  chapter 
offers  an  annual  prize  of  $10  to  pupils 

in  the  High  School,  on  some  topic  chos- 

en by  the  Regent  in  regard  to  the  Colon- 
ial or  Revolutionary  period.    Graves  of 
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the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  and  the 
War  of  1812  have  been  located  and 

marked.  The  original  cemetery  of  the 

town,  long  neglected,  has  been  re- 
claimed and  kept  in  order  by  the  chap- 

ter. Social  relations  have  been  cultivat- 

ed with  neighboring  chapters  in  James- 
town and  Fredonia  by  the  exchange  of 

visits  from  the  chapter  as  a  whole.' 
Contributions  have  been  made  to  the 
fund  for  Continental  Hall  and  the  La 

Fayette  Monument :  also  the  George 

Washington  monument  in  Paris.  The 

chapter  actively  assisted  in  promoting 
interest  in  the  centennial  celebration. 

The  Jamestown   Chapter,  Daughters 

of  the  American  Revolution,  was  or- 

ganized April  18,  1900,  with  thirty-one 
charter  members.    Miss  S.  Flora  Broad- 

head,   Regent.    The   membership  has 

steadily  increased  since  that  time,  num- 
bering now  one  hundred.    The  chapter 

has   not   attempted    any    great  work. 
It  has  endeavored  to  instill  into  the 

hearts  of  its  members  a  better  appre- 
ciation of  the  trials  of  their  Revolu- 

tionary ancestors,  and  a  stronger  love 

of  their  own  country,  and  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  men  and  women  who 
achieved  American  independence.  The 

chapter  has  celebrated  some  of  the  glor- 
ious events  of  the  Revolution,  and  on 

Memorial  days  has  decorated  the  graves 

of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers  in  Lake 

View  Cemetery.    Prizes  have  been  of- 
fered of  ten  dollars  and  five  dollars  in 

gold  for  essays  on  given  Revolutionary 

subjects.    The  greatest  social  event  in 

the  history  of  this  chapter  was  the  cele- 
bration of  the  anniversary  of  the  mar- 

riage of  George  Washington  and  Mar- 
tha Custis  by  a  colonial  reception  given 

at  the  home  of  the  Regent,  January  6, 

1902.    A  pleasant  duty  of  this  chapter 

has  been  remembering  the  birthday  of 

its  one  "real  daughter,"  who  was  also 
its  honorary  Vice  Regent,  Mrs.  Maria 

Cheney  Hall.    On  June  12,  1900,  the 

ninety-fourth  birthday  of  Mrs.  Hall,  the 
chapter  was  entertained  at  her  home, 
and  was  presented  with  a  silk  flag  as  a 
token  of  her  love  for  the  chapter.  The 

Jamestown  Chapter  has  no  historic  spot 
to  mark  and  no  ancient  buildings  to 

preserve,  as  Jamestown  was  out  of  the 
boundaries  of  colonial  times,  and  far 

from  the  scenes  of  the  Revolutionary 

struggle.  Hut  it  has  endeavored  in  a 

quiet  way  to  fulfill  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  founded,  to  foster  true 

patriotism  and  love  of  country.  In- 
spired by  this  thought  its  members  have 

individually  and  collectively  subscribed 
to  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  Galves- 

ton sufferers,  to  the  American  Flag 

House  and  Betsey  Ross  Memorial  As- 
sociation for  the  preservation  of  the 

town  in  which  the  first  American  flag 

was  made,  to  the  Society  for  Preserva- 
tion of  Historic  Places  in  New  York 

State — not  forgetting  to  give  a  small 
portion  towards  the  Fund  for  Preserv- 

ing Jamestown,  Virginia,  where  are  to 
be  seen  the  ruins  of  the  first  church 

built  by  the  first  English  Colony  which 
settled  in  the  New  World,  a  settlement 

whose  three  hundredth  anniversary  will 
be  celebrated  in  1907. 

Jamestown  is  the  club  center  of  the 

county,  numbering  in  all  about  twenty 
clubs.  The  Avon  Club,  The  Travellers 
Club  and  many  others  are  doing  good 
work  and  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  dwell 
upon  them  at  length  if  space  permitted 
in  this  article.  Fredonia  with  its  Art  and 

Shakespeare  Ch  bs.  Cherry  Creek  with 

its  Woman's  Club  are  doing  their  part 
to  make  the  Chautauqua  County  Club 
life  eventful. 

It  is  self-evident  that  the  strongest 
club  is  yet  unable  to  cope  with  and 

carry  forward  far-reaching  plans  as  ef- 
fectively as  when  allied  with  other  clubs. 

Most  of  the  clubs  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty belong  to  the  New  York  State  Fed- 

eration, realizing  that  with  federation 
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comes  not  only  a  breadth  of  outlook, 

of  purpose,  of  association,  of  work — 
which  means  growth — a  thing  supreme- 

ly to  be  desired  in  the  individual  or  the 

club — but  there  is  that  which  cannot 

be  put  into  cold  words ;  a  broader  char- 

ity, a  more  tolerant  spirit,  and  a  sweet- 

ness and  strength  of  sympathy  and  co- 

operation among  strong  reserved  wo- 
men, widely  separated,  yet  standing  to- 

gether in  a  concerted  movement  for  the 

common  good.  With  it  comes  a  reci- 
procity, from  lack  of  which,  without 

realizing  it,  a  club  may  be  suffering. 

With  federation  the  development  of  iso- 
lated clubs  is  no  longer  limited  to  the 

intellectual  scope  of  their  community, 
but  are  brought  into  contact  with  clubs 

of  higher  and  broader  purpose.  The 
humble  club  may  bud  definite  ideals 
above  and  beyond  itself.  The  New 
York  State  Federation  numbers  today 

forty-five  thousand  women.  Realizing 
the  value  of  being  an  integral  part  of  a 

great  force  for  service  to  humanity 

through  an  organization  than  has  var- 
ied interests,  great  possible  power  and 

direct  effectiveness  among  women.  It 

is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  clubs  of 

Chautaucjua  County  are  a  strong  force 

for  good  in  the  Federation.  My  experi- 
ence leads  me  to  believe  that  club  mem- 

bership is  beneficial  to  any  individual 
woman  and  Federation  membership  is 

of  inestimable  benefit  to  any  individual 

club.  It  all  enlarges  our  vision,  broad- 
ening our  sphere,  deepening  our  love 

for  humanity.  If  the  club  life  means 

anything  it  means  higher  ideals  for 
the  individual,  and  it  should  tend 

towards  simplicity,  plain  living  and 

high  thinking.  It  should  teach  us  to  be 
what  we  are,  and  to  speak  what  we 
think. 
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Arkwright,  whose  summits 
range  from  eleven  hundred 
to  twelve  hundred  feet  above 

Lake  Erie,  was  formed  from 

Pomfret  and  Villenova  April 

13,    1829,    and    is  situated 
northeast   of  the  center  of 

Chautauqua  County  in  the  second  tier  of 

townships  from  Lake  Erie  and  Cattar- 
augus County. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  influen- 
tial citizens  of  this  section  was  Simeon 

Clinton,  who  was  born  in  the  Village  of 

Ballston,  Saratoga  County,  New  York. 

February  13,  ̂ 779-  In  early  life  he 
moved  to  Fly  Creek,  Otsego  County, 
where  he  remained  about  fifteen  years. 

In  18T3  he  journeyed  westward  for  the 

purpose  of  buying  him  a  farm.  His 
exact  course  is  not  definitely  known, 

but  after  many  hardships  he  arrived  at 

Buffalo  and  thence  proceeded  south- 

ward along  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  un- 
til he  nearly  reached  the  present  site 

of  Dunkirk.  Then  leaving  the  lake  and 

going  nearly  southward,  arrived  at  the 

present  Township  of  Gerry,  near  Can- 
adaway  or  Mill  Creek,  where  he  sold  his 

horse  which  he  had  been  riding  and 
invested  the  proceeds  in  a  farm.  He 

then  returned  home,  sold  all  of  his  pos- 
sessions except  some  cooking  utensils 

and  furniture,  loading  these  into  his 

wa^'on  together  with  his  wife  and  three 
children,  the  youngest  being  one  vear 
old,  and  started  with  his  ox  team  for 

his  newly  purchased  home.  W  hen  he 
arrived  at  Buffalo  he  found  it  to  have 

been  burned  bv  the  British  and  only 
a  few  houses  standing.  While  passing 
from  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk  he  and  his 

family  had  a  narrow  escape  from  being 
thrown  from  a  rockv  cliff  into  the  lake 

and  drowned.  After  many  hardships 

and  privations,  they  arrived  at  their 
Gerry  home.  He  remained  here  only 
a  short  time  for  the  creek  overflowed 

its  banks  and  came  near  carrying  away 

his  dwelling.  Selling  his  place,  he  pur- 
chased a  new  farm  at  the  center  of  the 

present  site  of  Arkwright,  181 3,  on 
which  he  resided  to  the  time  of  his 

death,  April  29,  1858. 

By  the  experiences  of  Mr.  Clinton 
we  can  readily  conceive  the  trials  and 
hardships  endured  by  the  early  settlers 

of  the  Township  of  Arkwright.  Mr. 

Clinton  being  an  honest  and  educated 

man  took  great  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  was  instrumental  in  forming  the 

Township  of  Arkwright.  He  was  the 
first  Postmaster  of  the  town  and  con- 

tinued to  hold  his  office  for  twenty 

years.  At  this  time  the  postage  on  let- 
ters was  twenty-five  cents,  paid  at  the 

office  where  they  were  delivered  and 

the  mail  carrier  being  paid  by  the  Post- 
master. The  first  town  meeting  was 

he]  1  at  his  house  May  2,  1830.  At  dif- 
ferent times  he  held  the  office  of  lustice 

of  Peace,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Town     Clerk     and     Commissioner  of 
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Deeds.  He  was  an  accurate  surveyor 

and  made  the  first  survey  of  the  plot  of 
Dunkirk. 

He  also  surveyed  the  present  site  of 

Sinclairville  and  with  the  help  of  Mr. 

Peacock  laid  out  the  Chautauqua  road. 

He  understood  the  art  of  weaving  plain 
cloth  to  flowered  and  figured  flannel. 
It  is  told  of  him  that  a  short  time  before 

his  death  he  was  talking  to  a  neighbor 
and  during  the  conversation  a  flv  lit  on 

his  hand,  which  lie  instantly  killed  with 

the  other.  "There,"  said  he,  "when  I 
pass  from  time  to  eternity,  I  wish  to 

go  just  as  quick  as  that."  It  seems  that 
his  request  was  granted,  for  while  he 
was  standing  in  his  barn  door  he  was 

struck  by  lightning  and  instantly  killed. 
Among  the  other  pioneers  we  find 

Byron  T.  Orton,  Benjamin  Perry  and 
Augustus  Burnham,  who  settled  in  the 

northwestern  part  in  1807;  Aaron  Wil- 
cox in  1809;  Nathan  Eaton,  1810;  Uriah 

Johnston  and  John  Sprague  near  the 
center  in  t8ti  ;  A.  Z.  Wilson  and  Rob- 

ert Cowden  in  18T2.  On  May  it,  i8it, 

the  first  child,  Horatio  Nelson  Johns- 
ton, was  born.  The  first  death  was  that 

of  Augustus  Burnham  in  1813.  The 

first  marriage,  that  of  Chauncey  An- 
drews and  Miss  Louisa  Wilson  in  1814 

Isaiah  Martin  built  the  first  frame  house 

and  kept  the  first  tavern.  Lucy  Dewev 
taught  the  first  school  in  1813  near  the 

center  of  the  township.  Benjamin  Or- 
ton built  the  first  sawmill  in  1818.  The 

first  religious  services  were  held  in  the 

house  of  Aaron  Wilcox  in  1810  by 
Rev.  John  Spencer.  The  first  Baptist 

church  was  organized  by  Elder  Thos. 
Grennel  in  1820. 

Most  of  the  men  who  settled  in  this 

section  came  from  parts  of  this  state 

where  the  land  was  low  and  very  wet. 

They  were  looking  for  land  where 

drainage  could  be  easily  secured,  there- 
by making  the  land  more  profitable  for 

agricultural  purposes. 

In  those  early  days  the  streams  teem- 
ed with  trout  and  the  woodland  with 

large  wild  animals  now  found  in  this 

state  only  in  the  Adironcfecks.  The  hills 

were  covered  with  forests  of  maple, 
beech  and  hemlock  and  the  springs 

gave  their  supply  of  water  to  the 
brooks  continuously  throughout  the 

year.  By  the  agency  of  man,  the  for- 
ests have  been  felled  and  most  of  the 

valuable  timber  taken  away,  and  where 

once  stood  the  primeval  forests,  the 

hardy  farmers  are  now  tilling  the  soil, 

which  is  well  adapted  for  agricultural 

purposes.  Yet  agriculture  is  not  the 

leading  industry,  because  of  the  unev- 
eness  of  the  land.  The  chief  source  of 

wealth  is  the  dairy  product  and  will 
rival  those  of  any  other  town  in  the county. 

ArkwWright,  as  a  rural  town,  seems 
to  have  had  its  share  of  noted  men. 

Among  those  are  Chauncey  Tucker, 

one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in 
Western  New  York ;  Chauncey  Abbey, 

farmer,  speculator  and  afterwards 
President  of  the  Fredonia  National 

Bank  and  one  of  the  richest  men  in 

Chautauqua  County ;  James  P.  Abbey, 
wealthy  farmer  and  speculator ;  Capt. 

John  Griswold,an  eminent  soldier,  farm- 
er and  cheese  maker ;  Daniel  Mathew- 

son,  surveyor,  farmer  and  teacher;  Asa- 
hel  Burnham,  extensive  cheesemaker 

and  buyer;  C.  L.  Baldwin,  farmer, 

dealer  in  agricultural  implements  and 

seed  grain  ;  D.  J.  Abbey,  speculator  and 
farmer;  George  W.  Briggs,  successful 
farmer;  Eaton  Burnham,  successful 

farmer  and  conservative  politician  ;  Jas- 
per Cardot,  farmer  and  politician ;  Levi 

Cowden,  successful  farmer;  George  W. 

Martin,  politician;  Warren  Scott,  suc- 
cessful farmer ;  Leonard  Sessions,  spec- 

ulator and  farmer ;  H.  M.  Tarbox,  suc- 
cessful farmer ;  H.  J.  Town,  successful 

farmer ;  Martin  H.  Town,  successful 

farmer ;  C.  B.  Turner,  successful  farmer 
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and  speculator ;  Marvin  Snow,  manu- 
facturer of  cheese  boxes  and  grape  bas- 

kets; W.  M.  Miller,  manufacturer  of 
baskets  and  dealer  in  lumber;  Marvin 

Cardot,  successful  farmer  and  politi- 
cian :  Charles  C.  Cole,  land  surveyor 

and  politician :  Rev.  Baldwin  and  A.  J. 

Maring,  United  Brethren  ministers ;  C. 

M.  Griswold,  successful  farmer  and  pol- 
itician ;  R.  A.  Mathewson,  surveyor  and 

teacher,  and  Frank  W.  Horton,  mer- 

chant, politician  and  cheese  manufac- 
turer. 

Among  the  Fredonia  Xormal  grad- 
uates are :  Frank  Strang,  now  teach- 

ing at  Redlands,  California ;  Grant  Dur- 
fee.  Principal,  Berkeley,  California ; 

Evangeline  Griswold,  teaching  in  pub- 
lic schools  of  Jamestown ;  F.  F-  Math- 

ewson, Principal  of  South  Dayton 

Union  School :  Floyd  J.  Melvin,  Mur- 

ray Hill,  New  Jersey :  F.  B.  Luce,  Prin- 
cipal of  Little  Valley  High  School ; 

Reverdy  Baldwin,  recently  employed 
Principal  at  Randolph:  A.  M.  Loomis, 

who  taught  at  Mayville  several  years 
now  editor  of  the  Grape  Belt  and  Ada 
M.  Griswold.  not  located- 

Ark-arri^:-.-.  ri'.i.         y'-i  V. ■-.=_  z  s.-ri  I-  ■-. 
:=z  h*v*  vtt=  ■■  .  -.- 
- ■.•ziJ-jf-'.j  Vrer  \~—.e?i  :!-rr»  ire  •.irvr--  \:  :'r.t 

*  Although  Arkwright  is  surpa« 
many  respects  by  its  neighboring 

ships,  yet  it  may  truly  boast  ot  its 

tiral  and  picturesque  scenery  at  ar 
the  Arkwright  Falls.  Xone  other 

county  can   compare  with  it- 

banks  of  shale  rise  precipitately  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  fifty  feet. 

The  tops  of  these  banks  are  covered 

with  shrubbery  and  the  delicious  win- 

tergreen,  which  tempts  the  venture- 
some excursionist  to  try  his  skill  and 

dexterity  at  climbing.  The  student  of 

geology,  let  him  go  where  he  may,  can- 
not find  the  work  of  nature  more  plainly 

demonstrated  than  in  this  locality. 

Supervisors. 

Supervisors  : — 1830- 1-2-3-4-5-6,  Wil- 
liam Wilcox;  1837-8-9-40,  Levi  Bald- 
win; 1841,  Lewis  E.  D  an  forth ;  1842, 

Levi  Baldwin;  1843,  Lewis  E.  Dan- 
forth  :    1 844-5-6-7-8-9-50- 1 -2.  William 

4p 

1 

First  Supervisor.  Town  of  Arkwright, 

Wilcox;  1853-4,  Levi  Baldwin:  1855-6, 
Chauncey  Abbey :  1857,  Levi  Baldwin : 

1858-9,  Chauncey  Abbey;  1 860-1,  John 
C.  Griswold:  1862-3-4-5,  Chauncey  Ab- 
bev:  1866,  John  C.  Griswold;  1867,  De- 
los  J.  Rider;  1868,  John  C  Griswold: 
1869,  Oscar  H.  Houck;  1870,  Levi  C 

Baldwin:  1871-2,  Leander  S.  Phelps: 

1873-4-5.  George  W.  Briggs;  1876, 

John  C  Griswold:  1877-8.  Edson  I. 

Wilcox:  1879-80,  Ezra  Scott:  188 1-2, 
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Richmond  Putnam;  1883,  Eaton  Burn- 
ham;  1884,  John  C.  Griswold;  1885, 

Ezra  Scott ;  1886-7,  Cassius  M.  Gris- 
wold;  1888,  Richmond  Putnam;  1889- 

90-1,  Charles  E.  Cole;  1892-3-4-5,  Mar- 
vin Cardot;  1896-7-8-9,  Frank  W.  Hor- 

ton ;  1900-1,  Marvin  Cardot;  1902-3-4, 
Marvin  Horton. 

Original  Purchases. 

1807.    November,  Zattu  Gushing,  63  ; 
(articled  to  Uriah  L.  Johnson.) 

1809.  June,  Benj.  Sprague,  56.  Au- 
gust, Augustus  Burnham,  60.  Edward 

McGregor,  62.  September,  Oliver  Tay- 
lor, 55.  October,  Aaron  Wilcox,  56. 

November,  Nathan  Eaton,  64.  Benj. 
Perry,  64. 

1810.  January,  Horace  Clough,  42. 

May,  Augustus  Burnham,  56. 
1812.    March,  Robert  Cowden,  54. 
1814.  October,  Moses  Tucker,  62. 

November,  Daniel  Harris,  53. 

1 81 5.  October,  Robert  W.  Seaver, 

37- 1816.  February,  Abiram  (  )rton,  55. 
December,  Thadius  Barnard,  16. 

1817.  March,  Robert  Cowden,  53. 

April,  Jabez  Harrington,  39. 

1818.  March,  Silas  Matteson,  8. 

1821.  July,  Isaiah  Martin,  3.  Octo- 
ber, Bela  Kingsley,  13.  Hiram  Kings- 

ley,  13. 

1822.  March,  Simeon  Smith,  Jr.,  39. 

Caleb  Weaver,  Jr.,  39.  April,  David 

Weaver,  31.  John  Weaver,  32.  Beth- 
nel  Harvey,  12.  October,  Ashbel 

Scott,  10.  November,  Asahel  Burn- 
ham, 26,  27.  Moses  and  Aaron  Luce, 

18. 

1823.  July,  Sylvester  Gould,  42. 
August,  Stephen  Chase,  2.  November, 
Orestes  Thatcher,  18. 

1824.  September,  Simeon  Clinton, 

21.  October,  Benjamin  White,  28.  Ar- 
na  Wood,  51. 

1825.  September,  Stephen  Chase, 

2d,  9.  October,  Ellsworth  Griswold, 2S- 

1826.  January,  Andrus  M.  Huyck, 
16.  July,  William  F.  Peebles,  Jr.,  33. 

October,  Zephania  Briggs,  42.  Abijah 
Mason,  8. 

1828.    January,  Benjamin  Perry,  47. 

ASAHEL  HUKNHAM'S  CHEESE  FACTO  K  T  —  FIH  ST  IN  THE  COUNTY. 
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ARKWRIGHT  CHEESE  INDUSTRY 

AND  ASAHEL  BURNHAM. 

BY  OB  ED  EDSON. 

Arkwright  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of 

being  the  first  town  in  the  state  to  es- 
tablish extensively  the  co-operative 

system  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese. 
Asahel  Bnrnham  a  native  of  that  town 

was  the  first  to  institute  that  industry 

on  a  large  scale.  Mr.  Bnrnham  was 

the  grandson  of  the  pioneer  of  that 
name,  the  first  settler  of  Arkwright. 

He  was  born  in  Arkwright  about  the 

year  1826.  He  had  poor  opportunities 

for  education  and  no  business  experi- 

ence except  what  he  acquired  in  run- 
ning his  farm  and  in  dealing  in  cattle, 

horses  and  farm  products,  in  the  most 

retired  town  in  the  county.  He  had 

however,  energy  and  natural  business 
ability. 

In  early  years  he  was  a  practical  and 

successful  farmer.  Prior  to  1 861,  each 
farmer  manufactured  his  own  butter 

and  cheese;  that  year  Mr.  Burnham  in- 
augurated a  change  in  this  respect,  and 

built  in  Arkwright  the  first  cheese  fac- 

tory in  the  county  upon  the  co-operative 

plan.  It  was  built  at  Burnhams  Hol- 
low on  the  Canadaway  Creek  and  was 

called  the  "Canadaway  Cheese  Fac- 

tory." While  still  the  owner  of  this  factory, 
in  1865,  he  built  the  second  of  the  kind 

in  the  county  at  Sinclairville  which,  it  is 

believed,  was  at  that  time  the  largest 

factory  in  the  state.  That  year  in  this 
factory  alone,  he  manufactured  into 
cheese  four  million  three  hundred  forty- 

nine  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-four 
pounds  of  milk  from  fourteen  hundred 

fifty  cows,  belonging  to  one  hundred 

twenty  patrons  and  made  seven  thous- 
and two  hundred  cheese,  each  weighing 

sixty  pounds,  a  portion  of  the  time  sixtv 

cheese  a  day.    He  also  built  and  owned 

at  this  time,  other  factories  in  adjacent 

towns.  He  was  called  the  "Cheese 

King,"  because  he  bought  and  handled 
a  large  portion  of  the  cheese  made  in 
Western  New  York.  He  was  distin- 

guished for  his  business  enterprise  and 
honorable  dealings. 

He  was  careless  in  the  extreme  in 

his  dress  and  of  his  personal  appear- 
ance; original  and  rustic  in  his  speech. 

He  had,  however,  broad  ideas,  and  in 

certain  respects  business  ability  of  high 
order.  For  a  time  he  was  successful  in 

all  of  his  enterprises.  Reverses  came 
at  last,  and  he  was  obliged  to  turn  over 
his  extensive  factories  to  others. 

Without  other  experience  or  knowl- 
edge of  horses  than  he  had  incidentally 

acquired  as  a  farmer  and  general  dealer, 
having  heard  that  a  large  number  of 

thoroughbred  running  horses  were  to 

be  sold  by  Generals  Harding  and  Jack- 
son at  Belle  Meade,  Tennessee,  he  set 

out  to  buy  them.  We  will  give  the  story 
of  his  purchase  as  it  was  told  in  the 
Nashville  Banner  at  the  time. 

The  stranger  took  his  seat  in  the  broken 
clown  express  wagon  and  slipping  a  quarter 
into  the  hand  of  the  one-eyed  driver,  bade 
him  drive  to  General  Harding's  farm  with 
all  possible  haste. 

Arriving  at  Belle  Meade  he  introduced 
himself  to  the  proprietor  in  a  most  awk- 

ward manner,  telling  him  that  his  name 
was  Bnrnham,  that  he  was  from  New  York 
State,  and  had  come  down  to  purchase  a 
horse — one  that  could  step  along  pretty 
lively  on  the  road — and  desired  to  remain 
on  the  place  until  the  day  of  the  sale.  The 
mild  request  was  cheerfully  granted  the 
stranger,  and  a  cordial  greeting  extended 
him. 

On  Sunday,  the  day  before  the  sale,  Mr 
Burnham  took  a  stroll  through  the  prem- 

ises to  look  at  the  colts. 

"What  will  this  one  bring?"  he  would  say. 
examining  the  colt  from  front  to  rear. 

"Six  or  seven  hundred  dollars."  would  be the  reply. 

"Six  or  seven  hundred  dollars!  Great 
Jupiter,  man,  what  are  you  talking  about? 
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I  wouldn't  give  that  much  for  half  the 
horses  on  the  place." 
Other  and  similar  remarks  were  made 

by  Burnham  concerning  all  the  other  colts 
shown  him,  and  he  declared  in  solemn  tones 

that  he  guessed  he'd  be  compelled  to  go 
home  without  a  horse,  as  he  couldn't  stand 
the  prices  asked  for  them.  He  merely 
wanted  a  plug  of  a  horse  that  could  trot 
along  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  2:40,  but  he 

reckoned  Belle  Meade  didn't  have  any  of 
that  kind.  He  would,  however,  stay  and 
see  the  sale  through,  which  he  did,  buying 
eleven  of  the  finest  colts  offered  at  the  sale, 
for  which  he  paid  five  thousand  seven  hun- 

dred twenty  dollars. 

Our  reporter  tried  hard  this  morning 
without  success,  to  find  Burnham,  in  order 
to  interview  him  so  as  to  let  the  turfmen 

in  the  city  know  something  of  the  gentle- 
man who  purchased  eleven  of  the  yearlings 

at  Belle  Meade  yesterday,  paying  two  thous- 
and one  hundred  dollars  for  the  bay  colt 

Banter.  Mr.  Burnham  is  a  cheese  maker, 
and  the  proprietor  of  several  large  cheese 
establishments  in  Chautauqua  County.  As 
a  turfman  he  was  unknown  until  yesterday, 
when  his  wise  selections  and  determined 

bidding  at  the  sale  made  him  soon  the  ob- 
served of  all  observers. 

A  gentleman  who  was  present  at  the  sale, 
thus  describes  the  man  and  his  actions: 

"He  came  here  unheralded,  but  will  leave 
a  hero.  When  he  first  arrived  he  didn't 
look  like  a  man  who  wanted  to  give  more 
than  fifty  dollars  for  a  first-class  racehorse, 

but  it  won't  do  to  judge  a  man  by  appear- 
ances. He  got  here  on  Friday  last,  took 

passage  in  an  express  wagon,  and  went  im- 
mediately to  Belle  Meade,  made  himself  and 

place  of  nativity  known  to  General  Harding 
and  General  Jackson,  saying  that  he  had 
come  down  to  buy  a  horse.  These  gentle- 

men of  course  received  him  cordially,  and 
took  a  pride  in  showing  to  the  stranger  a 
fine  lot  of  yearlings.  Mr.  Burnham  met 
during  the  few  days  previous  to  the  sale  a 
number  of  anticipated  bidders  for  the  string 
of  fine  stock,  and  having  an  enquiring  turn 
of  mind,  he  sought  to  get  all  the  information 
he  could.  Approaching  Col.  W.  H.  Johnson, 
the  famous  purchaser  of  the  Lorillards,  he 
questioned  him  about  what  he  thought  a 
certain  colt  was  worth.  "Six  or  seven  hun- 

dred dollars,"  said  the  Colonel,  "will  prob- 
ably buy  him."  "That  much,"  said  Major 

Burnham.     "Why  I  thought  a  hundred  or 

so  would  secure  the  finest  yearling  on  the 

place."  Colonel  Johnson  then  gave  him  an 
insight  into  the  pedigree  and  racing  quali- 

ties in  a  long  list  of  ancestors,  and  how 
much  money  he  had  invested  for  Lorillard 
in  half  brothers,  half  sisters,  cousins,  aunts, 
uncles,  etc.,  etc.  Major  Burnham  took  the 
information  in,  not  like  a  man  who  was 
desirious  of  making  an  investment.  Oh,  no! 
he  had  just  come  down  to  look  on.  He  hap- 

pened during  the  war  to  get  hold  of  a  right 
good  old  mare  named  Poll,  that  had  been 
captured  down  South  by  some  soldiers,  and 
he  just  wanted  to  see  what  sort  of  stock 

they  had  down  here." 
The  day  of  sale  arrived,  and  Major  Burn- 

ham was  on  hand.  Nobody  thought  he  in- 
tended to  purchase.  Brambaletta,  full  sis- 

ter to  Bramble,  was  knocked  down  to  him 
for  six  hundred;  three  hundred  had  been 
offered  for  Banter,  when  he  raised  the  bid 
to  a  cool  five  hundred.  Steadily  the  bids 
increased  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
twenty-five  dollars,  which  was  made  by 
Colonel  Johnson,  when  Burnham  again  ad- 

vanced and  finally  the  colt  was  knocked 
down  to  him  at  twenty-one  hundred  dollars. 
"Who's  Burnham?"  was  now  the  general  ex- 

clamation. Well,  we  haven't  found  out  yet, 
but  some  of  the  opposing  bidders  have  pro- 

bably learned  something  by  this.  He  is 
evidently  a  new  man  on  the  turf,  and  from 
the  way  he  darted  in,  it  looked  like  he 
meant  business. 

The  record  of  his  acquisition  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

No.  1.  Brambaletta,  br.  f.  by  Bonnie 
Scotland,  dam  Ivy  Leaf,  Asa  Burn- 

ham   $  600 

No.  3,  Banter,  b.  c.  by  Bonnie  Scot- 
land, dam  Benecia,  Asa  Burnham..  2,100 

No.  4.  Bernardine,  ch.  f.  by  Bonnie 
Scotland,  dam  Tribulation,  Asa 
Burnham    205 

No.  9.  Gammacita,  gr.  f.  by  John  Mor- 
gan, dam  Meteor,  A.  Burnham....  315 

No.  1G.  By-the-Way,  b.  f.  by  Bonnie 
Scotland,  dam  Carolin,  A.  Burnham  410 

No.  19.  Baltic,  b.  c.  by  Bonnie  Scot- 
land, dam  Emangarde,  A.  Burnham  375 

No.  21.  Barnton,  b.  c.  by  Bonnie  Scot- 
land, dam  Jassamine,  A.  Burnham  415 

No.  27.  Bride  Cake,  ch.  f.  by  Bonnie 
Scotland,  dam  Mozelle,  A.  Burnham  235 

No.  28.  Bramlette,  ch.  c.  by  Bonnie 
Scotland,  dam  Bobinet,  A.  Burnham  235 
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No.  29.  Bide-a-Wee,  ch.  f.  by  Bonnie 
Scotland,  dam  Wice  Grass,  A.  Burn- 
ham    230 

No.  30.  Brenda,  ch.  f.  by  Bonnie  Scot- 
land,  dam   Bellakonna,   A.  Burn- 

ham    200 

The  aggregate  of  Mr.  Burnham's  purchase 
was  five  thousand  three  hundred  twenty 
dollars;  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale  be- 

ing thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

This  occurred  in  1879.  In  the  spring 

of  that  year  he  bought  in  all  thirteen 
thoroughbred  running  horses  paying 
six  thousand  dollars  for  them.  In  1880, 

he  bought  another  stable  of  horses.  At 

one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  thirty-five 
thoroughbreds,  the  largest  stable  of 

racing  horses  that  had  been  owned  in 
Western  New  York,  for  which  he  paid 

over  $15,000.  Not  many  years  after 

those  purchases,  Horace  E.  Kimbel  and 

William  Reed,  two  enterprising  citizens 

of  Charlotte,  Chautauqua  County,  ac- 
quired in  them  a  principal  interest,  and 

raced  them  successfully  for  several 

years  at  the  most  important  race 

courses  in  the  country,  wintering  them 
at  Charlotte  Center,  Sinclairville  and 

Cassadaga.  Thirty-five  or  thirty-six 
horses  were  often  kept  there  during  a 

winter.  As  many  as  fifty-two  thorough- 
bred running  horses  have  been  wintered 

in  the  county  by  Mr.  Kimbel  in  a  single 
season. 

For  over  ten  years  Mr.  Burnham  ap- 
peared at  the  principal  race  courses  of 

the  United  States  with  running  horses 

and  won  many  important  races.  Soon 
after  his  first  purchase  of  horses  at 

Nashville,  he  became  distinguished  in 

sporting  circles  for  the  prominent  part 
that  he  took  in  some  of  the  races.  He 

commenced  to  run  horses  at  Lexington, 

Kentucky,  afterwards  at  Louisville, 

then  at  Sheepshead  Bay  near  New 
York.  At  Sheepshead  Bay  his  famous 
mare  Brambaletta,  ran  her  first  race 

and  won  it,  in  one  of  the  most  exciting 
races  that  occurred  on  that  course.  It 

was  the  first  race  of  the  Coney  Island 

Jockey  Club  on  that  track.  Pierre  Lor- 
illard  had  a  favorite  horse  upon  which 

he  counted  highly,  and  which  was  heav- 
ily backed.  A  great  crowd  of  people 

was  present.  Mr.  Burnham  secured 

McLaughlin,  the  best  rider  in  the  coun- 

try. Notwithstanding  certain  advan- 
tages that  Lorillard  was  able  to  secure 

in  the  starting,  for  his  horse,  Bramba- 
letta constantly  and  steadily  gained 

upon  the  Lorillard  horse  and  came  out 

clearly  ahead,  cheered  by  the  shouts  of 

twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men  and  wo- 
men who  witnessed  the  race ;  hats  and 

bonnets  were  thrown  in  the  air,  and 

there  was  great  rejoicing  that  Pierre 
Lorillard  should  be  beaten  by  such  an 

unique  and  unpretentious  opponent. 

Mr.  Burnham  appeared  on  the  scene  in 
a  linen  duster  and  was  facetiously  called 

"Old  Cheesy."  He  had  for  an  emblem 
a  pineapple  cheese,  which  he  emblaz- 

oned on  his  jockey's  colors. 
Brambaletta  became  afterwards  a 

famous  running  horse  and  continued  to 

hold  the  honors  of  the  race  course,  un- 
til an  accident  happened  that  unfitted 

her  for  duty  as  a  race  horse.  Mr.  Burn- 
ham afterwards  raced  horses  at  Nash- 

ville, Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Sarato- 
ga, in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  at 

Brighton  Beach,  winning  many  impor- 
tant sensational  races,  like  that  at 

Sheepshead  Bay ;  among  others  at  Sar- 

atoga, where  he  won  the  "Traverse 
Cup."  William  Higgs  of  Charlotte Center  was  often  his  rider  and  won 

many  races. 

Mr.  Burnham,  notwithstanding  his 

good  fortune  as  a  sportsman,  was  un- 
able to  recover  from  his  embarass- 

ments.  He  made  other  efforts  to  re- 
trieve his  fortunes.  At  one  time  he 

built  a  large  ice  house  on  Cassadaga 
Lake,  and  was  accustomed  to  fill  it  with 

ice  which  he  shipped  and  sold  in  Buf- 
falo and   Pittsburg.     His  commercial 
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instincts  were  strong  to  the  last.  Al- 
though (hiring  many  of  the  latter  years 

of  his  life  he  was  broken  in  health  and 

reduced  to  penury,  he  established  quite 

a  large  business  as  a  buyer  and  shipper 
of  eggs.  He  died  February  5,  1903, 

aged  seventy-seven  years.  He  will  long 
be  remembered  in  his  native  town  and 

county,  for  his  energy  of  character,  his 

natural  ability  and  self-reliance. 

The  co-operative  system  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cheese  thus  first  extensively 

established  in  the  Town  of  Arkwright 
by  Asahel  Burnham  in  1 861 ,  finally  grew 

into  a  great  industry  in  the  county  and 
state.  In  the  Town  of  Arkwright  in  its 
three  cheese  factories  were  made  two 

hundred  sixty-three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred three  pounds  of  full  cream  cheese 

in  1902.  In  the  county  the  same  vear 

in  thirty-five  cheese  factories  three  mil- 
lion three  hundred  seven  thousand  nine 

hundred  thirty-eight  pounds  were  made. 

Of  the  fifty-four  butter  and  cheese 
counties  in  the  state  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty ranked  eleventh  in  the  amount  of 

cheese  manufactured.  In  1902  in  its 

thirty-four  butter  factories  three  mil- 
lion two  hundred  forty-three  thousand 

nine  hundred  forty  pounds  of  butter 
were  made  and  the  county  stood  fourth 
in  rank  in  the  state  in  the  quantity  man- 

ufactured. The  four  counties  that  ex- 

ceeded it  were  each  much  greater  in  ex- 
tent and  Chautauqua  ranked  above 

them  according  to  its  territory  in  the 
quantity  of  butter  made. 

LEVI  BALDWIN. 

Levi  Baldwin,  born  in  Vermont  in  1802, 
came  to  Sheridan  with  his  parents  in  1812. 
He  married  Eliza  Ann  Putnam,  his  first  wife, 
in  1831  and  located  on  lot  fifty-five  in  Ark- 

wright, where  he  became  locally  prominent. 
He  was  Justice  for  many  years,  Town  Su- 

perintendent of  Schools,  Supervisor  for  eight 
years.  His  sons  were  Oliver  T.,  Courtney 
and  Orville  D. 

JOHN  C.GKISWOLD. CASSIUS  M.  GHISWOLD. 
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JOHN  C.  GRISWOLD. 

John  Cowles  Griswold,  son  of  Seth  and 
Zerviah  (Cowles)  Griswold  of  Connecticut, 
was  born  in  Sangersfleld,  Oneida  County, 
New  York,  August  1,  1819,  where  his  father 
died  in  1821.  In  1831  Mrs.  Griswold  came 
to  Arkwright  with  her  eleven  children  and 
settled  on  lot  twenty-five  and  commenced 
to  clear  a  home  in  the  forests.  Near  this 
home  Mrs.  Griswold  spent  the  remaining 
twenty-six  years  of  her  life.  Of  her  sons 
only  one,  John,  always  lived  near  this  pion- 

eer home. 

John  C.  Griswold's  education  was  re- 
ceived at  the  district  schools  in  Arkwright 

and  one  term  attending  school  while  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Trustee. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  Captain  of 
a  company  in  the  One  Hundred  Sixty-ninth 
Regiment,  Forty-third  Brigade,  Twenty-sixth 
Division  of  home  militia,  a  position  he  held 
for  several  years. 
John  C.  Griswold  married  Susan  Briggs 

January  11,  1841.  Their  children  were  Cas- 
sius  M.  and  DeWitt  C.  who  died  aged  ten. 

In  1802  Mr.  Griswold  helped  raise  what 
became  Company  F  of  the  One  Hundred 
Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  and  was 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant  by  Gov. 
Edwin  D.  Morgan  November  3,  1862,  and 
the  following  May  was  promoted  to  Cap- 
tain. 

This  regiment  saw  severe  service  and  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  May  2,  1863, 
Captain  Griswold  had  his  arm  shattered  by 
a  bullet.  He  was  a  captive  in  Libby  prison 
with  the  late  Captain  J.  B.  Fay  of  Portland 
and  was  liberated  through  the  agency  of 
Samuel  B.  Jones,  formerly  of  Fredonia,  who 
was  at  Richmond  at  the  time.  After  he  was 
exchanged  he  came  home,  but  soon  returned 
to  service  though  with  impaired  health. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Chatta- 

nooga in  1864  because  of  a  severe  illness 
which  prevented  his  being  with  his  com- 

pany in  their  march  to  the  sea. 
He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  mem- 

bers of  his  company. 
On  March  4,  1864,  while  Captain  Griswold 

was  still  in  the  service  Mrs.  Griswold  died 
at  Fredonia.  In  August,  1868,  Mr.  Griswold 
married  Alice  Hill. 

For  over  forty  years  Captain  Griswold 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Arkwright;  for 
several  terms  he  was  Justice  of  Sessions, 
and  for  six  terms  represented  the  town  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

In  every  position  he  was  the  same  kindly 
conscientious  and  true  man  and  was  highly 
esteemed  in  the  town  and  county.  He  died 
July  24,  1892. 

The  postofflce  named  Griswold  for  John 
C.  Griswold  was  established  in  1891  and 

was  discontinued  in  1900  by  the  establish- 
ing of  rural  free  delivery. 

CASSIUS  M.  GRISWOLD. 

The  successful  farmer  as  a  rule  is  a  pleas- 
ant, intelligent  and  thoughtful  person.  As 

an  example  of  this  ideal  condition  of  the 
farmer  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  article.  He  is  a  son  of  John  C.  and 
Susan  (Briggs)  Griswold,  who  settled  in 
Arkwright  in  1831.  He  was  born  December 

7,  1845,  and  his  life  has  been  a  busy  and  in- 
fluential one.  Mr.  Griswold's  education  was 

received  in  the  common  schools.  He  taught 
several  terms  in  this  county  and  one  in 
Holt  County,  Missouri.  Reared  as  a  farmer 
he  has  made  this  occupation  the  well-spring 
from  which  he  has  drawn  a  competence. 
He  has  resided  on  the  present  farm  since 
1868  with  the  exception  of  four  years  in 
Gerry  and  two  in  Ellington.  He  was  mar- 

ried May  27,  1868.  to  S.  Alice  Terry,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Levi  and  Eliza  Terry,  pioneers  of  the 

Town  of  Gerry.  Mrs.  Griswold  is  a  kind 
and  interesting  woman,  a  fitting  companion 
for  her  husband.  Their  children  are  Evan- 

geline E.,  John  D.,  Ada  L.,  Myron  D., 
Mr.  Griswold  was  Supervisor  of  his  town 

for  two  terms,  1886-7,  and  has  held  various 
other  town  offices.  He  has  also  represented 
his  town  upon  the  Republican  County  Com- 

mittee for  years.  At  present  he  is  the  Mas- 
ter of  Charlotte  Center  Grange,  No.  669. 

He  is  a  hospitable  entertainer  and  a  friend 
of  all  who  deserve  his  friendship. 

FRANK  W.  HORTON. 

In  the  year  1849  Wesley  Horton  pur- 
chased the  farm  ii  the  Town  of  Arkwright 

where  he  has  since  resided  and  thereon  on 
April  26,  1861,  was  born  to  him  a  son.  Frank 
W.  Horton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Frank  W.  Horton  gained  his  education 

in  the  public  schools  of  Arkwright  and  in 
the  Normal  Training  School  at  Fredonia. 
In  the  year  1880  he  commenced  learning  the 
trade  of  a  cheesemaker.  For  several  years 
he  worked  at  cheesemaking  during  the  sum- 

mer and  taught  school  during  the  winters. 
In  1886  lu-  purchased  the  cheese  factory 

at    Arkwright    Center   and    has  conducted 
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it  since  that  time.  In  1888  he  determined 
to  enlarge  his  business.  He  partitioned  off 
a  portion  of  his  factory  and  opened  a  new 
apartment,  a  store  with  a  limited  stock  of 
groceries.  This  stock  was  enlarged  as  the 
business  increased  until  the  establishment 
had  been  transformed  into  a  general  coun- 

try store.  In  1902  his  growing  business  de- 
manded more  room  and  he  erected  a  large 

building,  separate  from  the  factory,  in 

which  is  located  the  store,  Mr.  Horton's 
dwelling  apartments  and  the  village  hall. 

FRANK  W.  HOHTOS. 

On  November  1,  1883,  Mr.  Horton  was 
married  to  Miss  Nettie  M.  White,  daughter 
of  Leander  White  of  Arkwright  and  to  them 
have  been  born  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 

ters, Alice  F.  Horton,  Leander  F.  Horton, 
Lucy  J.  Horton,  Ralph  W.  Horton,  Rufus  C. 
Horton,  Edith  M.  Horton,  Ruth  E.  Horton 
and  Frank  W.  Horton,  Jr. 

Mr.  Horton  has  always  been  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  during  the  years  from  1886 
to  1896  he  served  his  fellow  citizens  as 
Town  Clerk.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  from  his  town  and  served 
on  the  board  until  1900.  He  is  a  member 
of  Forest  Lodge  No.  166,  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons,  of  Fredonia,  New  York;  a  Past 
Commander  of  Hamlet  Tent,  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  and  a  member  of  the  Fredonia 
Grange. 

STORE  1KD  RESIDENCE  OF  F.  W.  HORTON — 0»t7 
BUSINESS  FI.AOE  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  ARKWRIGHT. 

ISAIAH  AND  GEORGE  W.  MARTIN. 
Isaiah  Martin  came  from  Broome  County 

and  settled  first  in  the  south  part  of  the 
county  at  an  early  date.  He  soon  removed 
to  Pomfret  and  commenced  the  operation 
of  a  cotton  factory,  which  he  soon  after 
abandoned.  In  1821,  in  the  southeast  part 
of  the  town,  in  the  wilderness,  he  built  a 
cabin  and  cleared  a  farm.  Here  for  many 
years  he  kept  a  tavern  and  a  store,  with 
asheries.  He  had  ten  children,  none,  how- 

ever, remaining  long  in  the  town  except 
George  W.  George  W.  Martin  married 
Saphronia  Thompson.  Their  children  were: 
Edgar  W.,  Herbert  C,  G.  LeRoy,  Ella,  who 
married  Dr.  C.  A.  Beebe;  D.  C,  James  E., 
Anna  S.,  Orlie  D.,  Frank  E.,  and  Harriet  E., 
who  married  Dewitt  C.  Erwin. 

RICHMOND  PUTNAM. 
Richmond  Putnam  was  born  in  the  Town 

of  Stockton  November  16,  1822.  His  father 
and  mother,  Abner  and  Vesta  Putnam,  were 
among  the  early  pioneer  settlers  of  that 
town.  They  came  from  Buckland,  Frank- 

lin County,  Massachusetts,  in  1818,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  south  of  the  Cassadaga 

depot  where  the  cement  works  are  now  lo- 
cated. He  was  educated  at  the  public  and 

select  schools  of  the  town  and  the  Fredonia 
Academy,  and  subsequently  at  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Albany.  He  was  present 

at  the  organization  of  the  first  Teachers' 
Institute  in  the  county  which  was  at,  May- 
ville  in  the  fall  of  1846,  and  was  one  of  its 
assistant  teachers.  He  took  great  interest 
in  educational  matters  and  was  a  successful 
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RICHMOND  PUTNAM. 

teacher.  On  October  2G,  1848,  he  married 
Seba  M.  Barber  of  Porestville,  New  York. 
They  have  had  two  sons,  George  Abner, 
born  February  23,  1851,  who  resides  on  his 

father's  farm;  Edward  R.,  born  February 
24,  1861,  who  died  at  home  September  6, 
1894,  while  Principal  of  the  school  at  Find- 
ley's  Lake. 

On  March  20,  1855,  he  moved  from  Cassa- 
daga  to  the  east  part  of  the  Town  of  Ark- 
wright  on  lot  six  near  the  Summit  where 
he  still  resides.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  three  terms  and  Assessor  over 
twenty  years  and  is  still  an  incumbent  of 
the  office  besides  holding  other  minor  offices 
in  the  town.  He  is  genial  in  manners,  tem- 

perate in  habits  and  a  firm  and  true  friend. 

In  religion  he  has  been  a  faithful  and  prac- 
tical member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  for  over  forty  years  and  is  at  pres- 

ent and  has  been  for  the  last  ten  years 
President  of  the  Sunday  School  Associa- 

tion of  the  Towns  of  Arkwright  and  Ville- 
nova. 

WILLIAM  WILCOX. 
William  Wilcox,  son  of  Aaron  the  early 

settler,  was  born  in  Connecticut  May  1, 
1790.  He  came  with  his  father  in  1809,  later 
purchased  a  part  of  lot  forty-eight  adjoining 
Sheridan.  He  married  in  1817  Esther  S. 
Cole  from  Vermont.  She  died  July  7.  1851. 
Their  sons  were  Marcus  P>.,  Edson  I.,  Walter 
R.,  and  William  H.  H.  Mr.  Wilcox  cut  the 
first  tree  in  the  clearing  of  his  farm  and 
developed  a  fine  home  where  he  resided 
until  1805.  He  died  in  Fredonia  October 
14,  18G7.  He  was  the  first  Supervisor  of 
Arkwright,  a  Major  of  militia  and  Member 
of  Assembly  in  1867. 



PAUL  BUSTI. 
AFTEB    WHOM  THE   TOWN   OF  BCSTI  WAS  NAMKD 

BU'STI. 

REMINISCENCES  AND  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  SOME  OF  THE  EARLY 
SETTLERS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BUSTI. 

BY  HON.  WALTER  C.  GIFFORD. 

The  history  of  the  Town  of  Busti, 

like  all  other  towns  in  Chautauqua 

County,  has  been  so  ably  and  fully  por- 
trayed by  writers  in  former  histories 

that  the  author  of  these  brief  sketches 

deems  it  unnecessary  to  enter  in  detail 

upon  all  the  statistical  facts  concerning 
the  settlement  and  growth  of  the 

town,  its  inhabitants  and  its  varied  in- 
dustries down  to  the  present  time. 

Leaving  this  matter  to  the  general  his- 
torian, I  shall  endeavor  to  add  a  few 

recollections  of  some  of  the  leading 

spirits  among  those  that  braved  the 
perils,  trials  and  privations  incident  to 

a  pioneer  life. 

As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  the 
first  settlement  in  the  territory  now 

known  as  the  Town  of  Busti  (then  a 

part  of  Harmony)  was  made  in  1808 

by  Russell  Dye,  James  Slade  and  Hez- 
ekiah  Seymour.  There  is  no  record 

that  they  became  permanent  residents, 
or  asked  for  any  title  to  lands.  During 

the  years  1809  to  1814  many  families 
came,  some  of  whom  are  represented 

by  lineal  descendants-  at  the  present 
time.  In  1810  Sam  Griffith  and  Theo- 

dore Bemus  settled  here  but  the  writer 

is  of  the  opinion  that  they  eventually 

found  their  way  into  the  Town  of  Ellery 
on  the  north  side  of  the  lake.  Palmer 
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Phillips  came  in  i8it.  He  was  a  man 

of  more  than  ordinary  mechanical  gen- 

ins,  well  remembered  by  the  old  resi- 
dents as  the  maker  of  the  best  grain 

cradles  and  hand  rakes,  indispensable 

farm  tools  in  those  bygone  days.  Wheat, 

oats  and  corn  were  raised  upon  newly 
cleared  land  and  the  sickle,  grain  cradle, 
hand  rake,  corn  knife  made  from  an  old 

scythe,  were  the  only  tools  for  harvest- 
ing those  crops.  It  may  be  interesting 

to  farmers'  boys  of  the  present  time 
to  know  that  corn  on  new  land  was  fre- 

quently planted  with  an  old  axe,  by 
striking  the  bit  in  the  ground  between 

or  through  the  roots  of  stumps,  drop- 
ping the  seed  in  the  gash  made  bv  the 

axe  and  then  pressing  the  opening  to- 
gether with  the  foot. 

Splendid  corn  was  many  times  raised 
in  this  primitive  way.     If  the  farmer 

raised  wheat  for  his  family  (and  the 
most  of  them  did)  he  cleared  a  few  acres 

of  forest  each  year  with  an  axe  wielded 

by  his  own  hands  during  the  winter  and 

early  spring.    The  brush  was  snugly 
piled,  the  trunks  of  the  trees  cut  into 

logging  length  and  when  the  brush  be- 
came dry  the  torch  was  applied  and  if 

the  conditions  were  favorable,  not  only 
the  brush  was  consumed  but  the  entire 

surface  of  the  ground  was  burned  over. 

The  logs,  regardless  of  kind  or  quality 

of  timber,  were  then  piled  and  burned, 
the  crop  sown  and  harrowed  in  as  best 
it  could  be  and  almost  without  fail  a 

splendid  crop  was  the  result.  Palmer 

Phillips  was  not  only  a  good  mechanic 

but  an  honest,  industrious  and  exem- 

plary citizen.    In  religion  he  was  a  Uni- 
tarian  and   was   widely   known    as  a 

preacher  in  that  denomination,  especial- 
ly upon  funeral  occasions,  but  unlike 

many  of  his  successors  he  always  re- 
fused to  accept  any  compensation  for 

his  services.    Rev.  John  Broadhead  is 

another  well  remembered  pioneer.  He 
was  a  Methodist  minister  of  the  old 

school,  and  no  doubt,  were  he  living, 

could  relate  many  amusing  experiences 
incident  to  ministerial  life  in  those  early 

days  that  would  be  both,  interesting 
and  instructive.  He  came  from  Green 

County,  New  York,  in  the  year  1835  ac~ 
companied  by  his  wife  and  five  children 
and  was  the  first  Broadhead  that  set- 

tled in  Chautauqua  County.  He  was  an 
uncle  of  William  Broadhead  of  the  firm 

of  William  Broadhead  &  Sons  of  James- 
town, New  York,  and  was  the  honored 

father  of  quite  a  large  family  of  children 

whose  lives  exemplify  the  value  of  relig- 
ious training.  Two  of  his  sons,  Jabez 

and  Fletcher  moved  to  Kansas  during 
the  well  remembered  strife  for  the  oc- 

cupancy of  the  territories  by  the  South- 

ern Slave  Oligarchy.  Jabez  was  a  thriv- 
ing farmer  and  Fletcher  was  a  success- 

ful lawyer  and  occupied  a  seat  in  the 

Legislature  soon  after  Kansas  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union  as  a  state.  One 

son,  James  Broadhead,  is  still  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Town  of  Busti.  The  four 

daughters  married  Harvey  Smith,  E. 

Evans  Gallup,  Nathan  Breed  and  Jer- 
ome Preston,  a  man  widely  known  and 

much  esteemed.  As  a  family,  the 

Broadheads  of  Busti  will  be  long  re- 

membered for  their  strength  of  charac- 
ter, upright  lives  and  as  fearless  defend- 
ers of  the  right  on  all  occasions. 

The  Blodget  family,  among  many 

others  of  those  early  and  honored  pio- 
neers who  braved  the  privations  and 

hardships  of  an  almost  unbroken  wild- 
erness for  the  sake  of  establishing  a 

home  they  could  call  their  own,  is 

worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

As  a  family  they  left  more  than  a  trans- 
itory impress  upon  the  generations  that 

trace  their  history  from  rude  ancestral 
homes  in  the  Town  of  Busti.  Arba 

Blodget  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1 8 1 2  and  very  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  war  he  moved  into  the  Town 

of  Busti  near  the  state  line  in  the  south- 
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western  part  of  the  town.  The  writer 

is  unable  to  state  how  large  a  family 
there  was  at  that  time.  The  country 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness  and 

facilities  for  obtaining  the  necessary 

family  supplies  were  extremely  limited. 

The  nearest  grist-mill  was  at  Franklin. 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  only  means  of 
reaching  the  mill  was  on  horseback 

with  the  bag  of  grain  across  the  horse's 
back  behind  the  rider.  There  were  no 

roads  in  those  days  and  the  bridle  path 
or  trail  was  marked  by  blazed  trees. 

The  first  roads  in  that  part  of  the  town 
were  laid  out  by  a  surveyor  named 
Robert  Falconer.  These  roads  were 

laid  in  good  old  English  style,  in 
straight  lines,  over  the  highest  hills  and 

through  the  deepest  valleys.  The  farm- 

er's money  in  those  days  consisted  of 
"Black  Salts"  and  to  Barcelona,  the 
nearest  point  where  salts  could  be  ex- 

changed for  family  supplies,  Falconer's 
roads  proved  to  be  "hard  roads  to 

travel."  In  those  days  the  town  meet- 
ings were-held  in  private  houses  of  the 

different  residents,  and  it  was  custo- 
mary for  the  owner  of  the  bouse  to 

furnish  a  bottle  of  wh  lskev  for  the  aus- 

picious occasion. 
Arba  Blodget  was  the  first  man  in  the 

town  of  Busti  to  refuse  to  furnish  the 

bottle  of  whiskey  for  the  town  meeting 
at  bis  house  and  thereby  became  the 
subject  of  great  ridicule  and  criticism, 

but  be  stuck  by  his  convictions  and  thus 

it  came  to  pass  that  the  first  temper- 
ance town  meeting  in  the  Town  of 

Busti  was  held  in  the  house  of  Arba 

Blodget.  Surely  there  were  heroes  in 

those  days,  and  as  we  briefly  trace  the 

history  of  this  family  we  shall  discover 

the  croppings  out  of  strong  and  fearless 
traits  of  character  through  the  whole 

family  line.  Arba  Blodget  was  a  strong 
and  earnest  Abolitionist  and  tradition 
relates  that  his  house  was  a  station  on 

the  Underground  Railroad.    The  Blod- 

get family  was  a  good  old  fashioned 
family  with  numerous  children  of  whom 

they  were  justly  proud.  The  writer  can 
remember  at  least  six  children.  The 

oldest  son,  Loren  Blodget,  became  wide- 
ly known  not  only  in  this  country  but 

throughout  the  scientific  world.  For 

many  years  Mr.  Blodget  made  his  home 

in  Philadelphia  and  from  a  paper  pub- 
lished in  that  city  soon  after  his  death 

we  glean  the  following  statements:  "Mr. 
Blodget  was  known  throughout  the 

United  States  as  a  statistician,  econo- 

mist and  journalist  and  his  works  con- 
nected with  the  Smithsonian  Institute 

and  Treasury  Department  won  for  him 

a  reputation  as  one  of  the  world's  great- 
est statistical  compilers.  Born  in  the 

town  of  Busti  in  1823,  educated  in 

Jamestown  Academy ;  at  the  age  of 

eighteen  years  he  took  charge  of  an 
expedition  to  Wisconsin  to  examine  and 

purchase  lands  for  a  colony.  He  was 

a  strong  advocate  of  the  'Free  Soil' 
doctrines  and  earnestly  opposed  to 

slavery.  Appointed  in  1853  as  assistant 
at  the  Smithsonian  Institute  he  was 

placed  in  charge  of  the  Department  of 

Physical  Science.  He  assisted  in  super- 
vising the  survey  of  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road. In  this  survey  Mr.  Blodget 

brought  into  requisition  scientific  instru- 
ments for  the  work  and  this  survey  has 

since  been  accepted  as  the  accurate 

■base  lines  for  the  survey  of  the  other 
six  transcontinental  lines  since  built. 

This  was  considered  a  great  engineering 
achievement  and  gave  Mr.  Blodget  an 

international  reputation.  He  was  the 
author  of  various  papers  and  works  on 

Physical  Science  among  which  was  a 
work  entitled  The  Climatologv  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  Temperate 

Latitudes  of  the  North  American  Con- 

tinent. This  work  was  highly  com- 
mended by  Baron  Von  Humboldt  and 

added  world  wide  luster  to  the  author's 
name.    He  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
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financial  and  statistical  reports  of  the 

United  States  Treasury  Department 

and  afterward  was  appointed  General 

Appraiser  of  Customs  for  the  City  and 

Port  of  Philadelphia.  In  1874  he  be- 
came Chief  of  the  Customs  Division  of 

the  Treasury  Department,  with  offices 

in  Washington  and  in  March  of  the  fol- 

lowing year  was  transferred  to  the  Ap- 
praisership  of  the  Customs  Office  in 

New  York  City.  Arba  Blodget  died  in 

1837  as  the  result  of  an  injury  received 
by  the  caving  in  of  a  sand  bank. 

"Among  the  neighbors  of  Mr.  Blod- 
get in  those  early  days  was  the  fam- 

ily of  William  Storum,  colored  peo-^ 
pie.    Mrs.   Lois   Lott   of   Mayville,  a 

living  daughter  of  Arba   Blodget  (to 
whom    the     writer    is    indebted  for 

these     reminiscences     of     the  Blod- 

get family)  says :    'The  Storums  were 
among  our  warmest  friends.    A  daugh- 

ter of  William  Storum  married  Lewis 

Clark,  a  fugitive  slave,  from  whose  life 
Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  drew  one 

of  her  characters  in  Uncle  Tom's  Cab- 
in.   A  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Storum 

married  a  son  of  Frederick  Douglass. 

Soon  after  the  enactment  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law  in  185 1,  one  of  the  most 

cruel  incidents  of  a  human  bondage  oc- 
curred at  the  house  of  William  Storum. 

A  runaway  slave  had  taken  refuge  there 

and  very  early  one  morning,  before  the 
neighbors   were   aware   of   what  was 

transpiring,  a  posse  of  officials  from  the 

north  part  of  the  county,  accompanied 

by  the  owner  of  the  fugitive  slave,  sur- 
prised the  Storum  family  and  succeeded 

in  capturing  the  boy  and  getting  away 
with  him  before  the  alarm  could  be 

given.    It  is  claimed  that  a  portion  of 

these  men  were  disguised  in  women's 
clothing  to  avoid  suspicion  and  inter- 

ference.   The  news  spread  like  wildfire 
and  in  a  short  time  the  neighbors  were 

aroused  and  starting  in  pursuit  of  the 
captors,  some  (in  horseback,  some  in 

wagons  and  some  on  foot,  armed  with 

shotguns,  rifles,  clubs,  or  whatever  they 
could  seize  upon,  and  on  they  rushed, 

giving  the  alarm  as  they  went  and  re- 
ceiving  constant    accessions    to  their 

numbers.    Thev  surprised  the  Village  of 

Jamestown  at  early  morn  by  their  ad- 
vent and  exciting  report,  but  it  was  too 

late.    The  captors  drove  spirited  horses 

and  were  too  tar  on  their  way  to  Dun- 
kirk to  make  further  pursuit  practicable. 

Lewis  Clark  (George  Harris)  was  at 
the  Storum  house  at  the  time,  but  the 

officials  having  no  warrant  for  him,  he 
was  not  molested.    The  writer  is  not 

able  to  give  the  names  of  the  officials 

who  were  so  utterly  devoid  of  manhood 

and  patriotism  as  to  lend  themselves  to 

this  outrageous  transaction,  and  for  the 
sake  of  their  descendants  and  relatives 

is    ready   to    endorse   the    old  adage 

"Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to 

be  wise."    Every  possible  strategic  ef- 
fort was  made  in  Buffalo  to  secure  the 

release  of  the  captive  but  all   to  no 
avail.    After  a  brief  trial  his  master  was 

given  possession  of  him  and  he  was 
taken  back  to  human  bondage.  James 

Broadhead  met  the  boy  in  the  south 

during  the   Civil   War.     The  Blodget 

family  took  great  interest  in  this  excit- 
ing event   and   it   naturally  intensified 

their  abhorence  of  the  system  'of  slav- 
ery as  it  then  existed. 

The  Gallup  family  was  among  the 

early  influential  settlers  of  the  town, 

coming  from  Otsego  County  in  1828. 
They  moved  their  family  and  household 
effects  with  an  ox  team.  The  farm 

purchased  by  the  Gallups  at  that  time 

is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  the  fam- 
ily of  the  late  E.  Evans  Gallup.  It  is 

situated  upon  the  mail  route  between 
the  Villages  of  Busti  and  Sugargrove 

and  has  long  had  the  reputation  of  be- 

ing one  of  the  best  tilled  and  most  pro- 
ductive farms  in  the  Town  of  Busti. 

For  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  large- 
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ly  devoted  to  poultry  raising  and  under 
the  skillful  supervision  of  Miss  Flora 

Gallup,  a  former  teacher  in  the  High 
School  in  Jamestown,  has  gained  an 

enviable  reputation. 
The  first  hotel  in  the  Town  of  Busti 

was  built  by  Heman  Bush  and  the 

first  town  meeting  for  the  election  of 

town  officers  was  held  in  "the  long 
room"  of  this  hotel  March  2,  1824.  The 
old  hotel  is  still  standing  and  is  the  res- 

idence of  Orlando  Stoddard  and  son. 

*Daniel  Sherman,  the  father  of  Surro- 
gate Daniel  Sherman  of  Forestville, 

was  the  first  Supervisor.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1825-26-27-28-33.  Emri 

Davis,  Sr.,  was  elected  Supervisor  in 

1 829-30-3 1 -32-34-35-40-47-6 1  -62.  Par- 
don Hazeltine,  a  son-in-law  of  Daniel 

Sherman,  was  elected  to  that  office  in 

1836-39.  Henry  C.  Sherman,  a  son  of 
Daniel  Sherman,  was  Supervisor  in 

1841-42-44-45.  Stephen  J.  Brown  in 
1846;  Lorenzo  Matthews  in  1843-48-50- 

53;  Theron  Palmeter,  1851-52-54;  John 
B.  Babcock,  1855 ;  Emri  Davis,  Jr.. 

1856-57-58;  John  A.  Hall,  1859-60-71; 
Wm.  B.  Martin,  1866-67;  Harmon  G. 

Mitchell,  1869-70;  Alonzo  C.  Pickard, 

1873-74-75;  Jerome  Babcock,  1876-77- 
78-88-89;  Barber  Babcock,  1879-80; 
Jacob  B.  Foster,  1881-82;  Fred  A. 

Bentley,  1883-84-85 ;  Warren  Frank, 

1886-87;  Wm.  Northrop,  1890-91-92- 

93"94~95"96-97 ;  Dr.  A.  J.  Bennett,  1898- 
99-1900-01;  Fred  A.  Bentley,  1902-03; 
E.  J.  Dougherty,  1904. 

Rev.  Ira  Stoddard  moved  to  Busti 

in  1825,  and  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist 

church  for  many  years.  His  descend- 
ants have  always  been  ranked  among 

the  most  influential  and  respected  cit- 
izens of  the  town.  Oren  Stoddard, 

(a  relative)  was  a  wellknown  citizen  of 

the  town  from  1840  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 

inventive  genius.  He  erected  a  steam 
saw  mill  and  a  basket  factory  and  much 

of  the  machinery,  especially  in  the  bas- 
ket factory,  was  his  own  invention.  In 

1878  he  built  a  large  and  commodious 

brick  house,  being  the  second  brick 
house  ever  built  in  the  town. 

George  Stoneman  of  Chenango 

County  was  a  neighbor  of  Daniel 

Sherman,  the  first  Supervisor.  In 

many  respects  he  was  somewhat 
eccentric.  He  built  a  saw  mill  a  few 

rods  west  of  the  residence  of  the 

late  Abram  Sherman.  The  mill  was 

built  on  a  little  bank  or  bluff  within  a 

few  rods  of  the  lake  shore,  with  no 

visible  water  power  to  run  it.  Much 

curiosity  and  amusement  was  evinced 

by  the  former  and  others  from  farther 

up  the  lake  during  the  construction  of 

this  mill,  and  the  question  was  often 
asked,  where  is  the  water  to  come  from 

to  run  the  thing  when  he  gets  it  built. 
At  last  an  old  farmer  of  inquisitive 
mood,  ventured  to  ask  Mr.  Stoneman 

where  he  was  going  to  get  the  water 
to  run  his  mill  to  which  he  replied, 

"You  see,  don't  you,  that  I  have  built 
close  to  the  lake  where  is  always  plenty 

of  water."  "Yes,  I  see;  but  how  are 
you  going  to  get  the  water  above  the 

mill?"  "Bring  it  in  corn  baskets,"  was 
the  prompt  reply.  But  soon  a  force  of 
men  and  teams  was  discovered  to  the 

southwest  of  the  mill  constructing  a 

race  and  for  many  years  the  "corn  bas- 

ket or  Dry  Saw  Mill,"  as  it  was  com- 
monly called,  was  successfully  operated 

both  spring  and  fall  with  more  or  less 

profit  to  the  owner  and  as  a  great  con- 
venience to  farmers  and  lumbermen  in 

the  surrounding  country. 

A  few  years  later  there  came  a  time 

when  there  were  no  steamers  on  Chau- 
tauqua Lake  and  during  this  period 

Mr.  Stoneman  constructed  at  no  little 

expense  a  horse  boat,  built  upon  two 

huge  dug-out  canoes.  These  canoes 
were    placed   several    feet    apart  and 

•He  probably  never  had  a  picture  taken. 
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decked  over  from  one  to  the  other,  Cat- 
amaran style.    There  was  an  immense 

horizontal  wheel  extending  clear  across 

the  deck  upon  which  the  horses  trav- 
eled.   The  under  surface  of  this  wheel 

was  geared  to  the  shaft  of  a  paddle 
wheel  in  the  center  of  the  boat.  The 

motive  power,  a  horse  on  each  side  of 

the  boat.    Thus  he  was  fully  equipped 
to  battle  with  winds  and  waves  of  old 

Chautauqua.      Upon    assuming  com- 
mand of  this  quaint  craft  his  friends 

dubbed  him  Commodore  Stoneman.  As 

a  slow  but  cheap  and  safe  method  of 

transportation  the  Commodore's  boat 
was  not  a  total  failure.    It  could  make 

the  round  trip  in  from  three  to  four 

days  and  in  those  easy  going  times, 
with  the  idea  that  a  penny  saved  is  two 

pence  earned,  this  means  of  transporta- 
tion   was    quite    liberally  patronized. 

George  Stoneman  was  the  father  of 

^General  George  Stoneman  of  the  Unit- 

ed States  Army,  who  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor of  California  after  the  close  of  the 

war,  which  office  he  held  for  four  years. 

John  Stoneman,  another  son,  became  a 

lawyer,  went  west,  became  a  State  Sen- 
ator and  is  recognized  as  a  leading 

public  man.  There  were  two  other  sons, 

Richard  and  Byron,  farmers,  both  de- 
ceased.    Of  the  four  daughters  three 

are  now  living.    Kate  Stoneman  of  Al- 
bany Normal  School,  was  the  first  wo- 
man lawyer  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Another  daughter  bcame  the  wife  of  the 
late  Senator  Williams  of  Buffalo.  The 

other  daughters  never  married.  The 
eldest  died  in  California  and  her  maiden 

sister  also  lives  in  California.    A  grand- 
daughter Miss  Bertha  is  now  a  teacher 

in  South  Africa. 

Uriah  Bentley  settled  in  what  is  now 
the  Town  of  Busti  in  1810.  At  that 

time  the  whole  country  was  a  primi- 
tive forest  with  the  exception  of  very 

small  clearings  around  the  cabins  of 

the  early  settlers.    The  woods  abound- 

*For  picture  of  General  George  Stoneman  see  page  2' 

ed   in   game,   the   lake   with  muscal- 

longe,    or    "pickerel"    as    they  were 
then  called,  and  the  streams  with  brook 

trout,  shiners  and  horned  dace,  and 

from  these  natural  storehouses  the  pio- 
neers no  doubt  drew  largely  for  their 

supply  of  food.    At  that  time  there  was 

no  gristmill  nearer  than  Warren,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  no  means  of  reaching  this, 

except  by  an  unworked  road  through 
the  primitive  forest,  with  a  wood  shod 

sled  drawn  by  an  ox  team.    In  my  boy- 
hood days  I  have  many  times  listened 

to  Uncle  Bentley  with  rapt  attention  as 
he  would  narrate  the  experiences  and 

hardships  of  these  early  times.  After 
the  wheat  was  harvested  and  threshed 
with  a  flail  and  winnowed  with  a  hand 

fan,  it  was  sacked  in  home-made  linen 

or  tow  bags,  loaded  upon  the  wood- 
shod  sled,  as  much  as  the  oxen  could 

draw,  (if  fortune  had  been  thus  favor- 
able), perhaps  a  bag  or  two  of  shelled 

corn  added  and  a  little  buckwheat  if 

they  had  it.    A  camp  kettle,  necessary 

firearms  and  provisions  sufficient  for 

the  round  trip  of  four  or  five  days,  and 

they  were  ready  to  go  to  mill.  They 

had  to  camp  in  the  woods  at  least  one 
night  each  way.     This  was  the  only 

means  of  procuring  needed  supplies  for 
the  winter.     Deer,  bears  and  wolves 

were  plentiful  in  those  days  and  every 

pioneer  became  an  expert  in  the  use  of 
firearms,  not  only  for  the  purposv  of 

supplying  the  family  table,  but  as  well 
for  the  protection  of  his  children,  pigs 

and  chickens.    Early  one  spring  while 

Mr.   Bentley  was  chopping  wood,  he 

was  surprised  by  a  visit  from  bruin  and 

immediately  started  in  pursuit  of  the 
intruder  with  his  axe.    In  the  chase  the 

bear  came  to  a  very  large  fallen  tree 

lying  a  little  way  above  the  ground  and 
evidently  thinking  it   easier  to  crawl 
under  than  to  climb  over  he  made  the 

attempt.    Bentley  sprang  over  the  trunk 

of  the  tree  and  as  the  bear's  head  came 

75,  Vol.  I. 
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in  sight  he  buried  the  keen  blade  of  his 

axe  in  bruin's  skull.  In  addition  to  be- 

ing a  brave  and  sturdy  pioneer  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  he  was  a  practical  cooper 

and  blacksmith  and  his  pork  barrels  and 

gathering  tubs  and  store  tubs  for  maple 
sugar  making  were  to  be  found  upon 

many  farms.  One  of  his  daughters  mar- 
ried a  practical  brick  maker  who  made 

brick  very  near  the  present  site  of  the 
skating  rink  at  Celoron.  In  1837  Mr. 
Bentley  erected  a  large  brick  house, 
the  first  farm  house  of  the  kind  in 

Southern  Chautauqua.  This  house  is  in 
fine  repair  at  the  present  time  and  is 

the  residence  of  Fred  A.  Bentley,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Jamestown. 

While  in  the  Stoneman  and  Bent- 

lev  neighborhood  it  will  perhaps  be 
of  interest  to  recall  the  memory  of 
the  Siamese  twin  beech  trees  which 

stood  upon  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Aldridge  lot  near  the  lake  road  a 
few  rods  east  of  the  Sherman  school- 

house.  These  trees  were  very  perfect 

specimens  of  their  kind  and  almost  ex- 
actly of  the  same  size.  Standing  full} 

twelve  feet  apart  at  the  ground  they 

were  free  from  limbs  for  at  least  thirty- 
five  feet.  One  tree  was  erect  while  thi. 

other  gracefully  curved  its  body  toward 

the  erect  tree  until  they  met  and  unit- 
ing grew  in  one  smooth,  symmetrical 

body  for  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  where 

they  again  separated  and  grew  in  two 
distinct  bodies.  It  was  a  curious  freak 

of  nature  and  attracted  many  visitors 
from  far  and  near. 

■Daniel ,  Sherman,  the  first  Supervis- 
or of  the  town  and  his  two  brothers, 

Isaac  and  Nicholas,  were  among  the 

early  settlers.  They  took  up  large 
tracts  of  fertile  land  and  were  men 

of  thrift  and  influence.  Daniel,  the 

son  of  Nicholas,  is  a  thrifty  and  suc- 

cessful farmer  and  the  only  representa- 
tive of  the  Sherman  families  now  living 

in  the  Town  of  Busti.    The  Wellman 

family  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town 
were  among  the  many  who  endured 

hardships  and  privations  incident  to  that 
period.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Wellman 
obtained  the  first  flour  for  the  family 

by  carrying  the  wheat  on  his  back  a 

distance  of  eight  miles  to  Frew's  mill 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  1812  he  was  called 
to  the  defense  of  Buffalo. 

The  Garfields  became  residents  of 

the  southeastern  part  of  the  town  and 

for  many  years  were  celebrated  farmers 
and  renowned  exhibitors  at  county  fairs. 

Otis  Garfield,  son  of  Eliakim  and  grand- 
son of  Joseph,  the  first  settler,  still 

owns  the  Garfield  homestead  and  per- 
petuates the  record  of  the  family  as  a 

firstclass  farmer.  Elias  H.  Jenner,  one 

of  Busti 's  best  known  and  most  hon- 
ored citizens,  also  lived  in  this  part  of 

the  town.  He  married  Miss  Louise  Pier 

and  made  the  family  home  upon  the 

farm  formerly  owned  by  her  father 
Abram  Pier. 

In  his  early  life  Elias  H.  Jenner  was 
renowned  as  a  country  school  teacher. 
Later  in  life  he  became  interested  in 

politics  and  having  developed  special 

clerical  ability  in  all  places  where  his 
services  were  sought,  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 

Chautauqua  County.  In  this  position 

his  services  became  almost  indispensa- 
ble and  he  was  continued  in  office  for 

more  than  twenty  consecutive  years 

and  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  ac- 

quired a  large  estate  which  became 
widely  known  as  the  Jenner  farm.  Two 

daughters  and  two  sons  survive  him. 

The  youngest  son,  Merritt  Jenner,  is 

extensively  engaged  in  sheep  husban- 
dry in  the  State  of  Montana  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Gideon  Gifford  came  from  Cam- 

bridge, Washington  County,  New  York, 
in  the  spring  of  1828,  moving  his 

family  and  household  goods  with  a 

young  span  of  horses  and  a  covered 
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wagon.  The  best  and  only  road  west  of 

Buffalo  for  several  miles  was  the  Sandy 

Beach  of  Lake  Erie.  He  purchased 
over  three  hundred  acres  of  land  bor- 

dering on  Chautauqua  Lake,  the  south- 
ern portion  of  which  he  selected  for 

the  site  of  his  future  home  which  is  now 

known  as  the  Gifford  homestead  and 

owned  and  occupied  by  one  of  the  sons. 

GIDEON  GIFFORD. 

Walter  C.  Gifford.  The  first  house 

built  upon  the  farm  was  a  post  and 
beam  house  and  was  shingled  all  over 

the  outside  with  pine  shaved  shingles, 
some  of  which  were  ten  to  twelve  inches 

in  width.  The  nails  were  cut  nails  head- 

.  ed  by  hand  ;  even  the  shingle  nails  were 
the  same.  The  door  trimmings  and 

nails  were  brought  in  the  wagon  with 

the  family  from  Washington  County, 
Gideon  Gifford  was  a  civil  engineer  or 

(surveyor)  as  they  were  then  called  and 

was  widely  and  favorably  known 

throughout  Chautauqua  County.  In 

the  earl)-  years  of  his  residence  here  he 
traveled  on  foot  over  a  large  section 

of  the  county  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Pea- 

cock of  Mayville,  agent  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company.  For  a  long  period  of 
years  and  in  fact  until  his  eyesight 
failed  he  spent  much  time  in  surveying 

in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  espec- 
ially in  the  laying  out  of  roads  and  in 

establishing  disputed  boundaries.  The 
original  farm  is  nearly  all  owned  by  his 
descendants. 

MRS.  GIDEON  GIFFORD. 

BUSTI  AS  REPRESENTED  IN  THE 
STATE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  Town  of  Busti  has  been  repre- 
sented in  the  Legislature  of  the  State 

of  New  York  as  follows  : 

By  Emri  Davis  in  1862;  Jerome  Pres- 

ton, 1872;  Jerome  Babcpck,  1880;  Wal- 

ler C.  Gifford,  1891-92;  Jerome  Bab- 
cock,  1896. 

Jerome  Preston  was  a  former  resi- 
dent of  I iusti. 

If  each  town  in  the  county  had  been 

represented  by  her  citizens  in  as  main 
sessions  of  the  Legislature  as  has  the 
Town  ot  Busti,  we  would  now  be  cele- 

brating our  one  hundred  fifty-sixth  an- 
niversary instead  of  our  one  hundredth. 
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Modesty  forbids  a  spirit  of  boasting  and 
attention  is  only  called  to  this  feature  in 

our  history  for  the  purpose  of  satisfy- 

ing our  present  citizens  that  as  an  en- 
tirely rural  town  Busti  has  been  very 

generously  dealt  with  by  the  other 
towns  in  the  county  in  the  matter  of 

Legislative  representation.  John  A. 

Hall  for  many  years  editor  of  the  James- 
town Journal,  was  formerly  a  farmer 

living  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Busti 

and  owning  the  farm  now  known  as  the 

Kent  stock  farm.  His  youngest  son, 

Frederick  P.  Hall,  is  one  of  the  propri- 
etors of  The  Jamestown  Journal  at  the 

present  time  and  as  a  progressive  and 
enterprising  journalist  is  becoming  very 

widely  and  favorably  known.  The 

Town  of  Busti  originally  extended  east- 

of  this  land  and  his  cattle  grazed  upon 

"a  thousand  hills,"  figuratively  speak- 

ing. Through  the  agency  of  the  inven- 
tive genius  of  man,  the  stumps  and  even 

the  stump  fences  of  by-gone  days  have 
disappeared  and  in  their  places  the 
homes  and  factories  of  a  progressive 
civilization  hold  undisputed  sway,  while 

through  this  once  primeval  forest 

steam  power  and  electricity  at  the  pres- 
ent time  virtually  annihilate  time  and 

space.  Along  the  shores  of  Chautau- 
qua Lake  we  have  the  beautiful  Village 

of  Lakewood  with  its  large  and  sump- 
tuous hotels,  its  splendid  parks,  its 

beautiful  drives  and  promenades,  its 

celebrated  golf  links  and  its  pleasant 

and  attractive  homes.  Above  Lake- 

wood  are  the  Gifford,  Lowe  and  Sher- 

View  of  Lakewood  Fkom  the  Lake. 

ward  to  what  was  then  known  as  the 

Outlet  of  Chautauqua  Lake  (now  called 

the  Chadakoin  River).  In  this  portion 

of  the  town  there  lived  many  influential 

early  settlers,  among  whom  were  Oliver 
Sherman.  Richard  Butler  and  Deacon 

DeLand,  who  always  took  great  inter- 
est in  whatever  tended  to  improved 

methods  in  farming  or  the  successful 
management  of  our  common  schools. 

The  writer  well  remembers  the  time 

when  this  portion  of  the  town  was  cov- 
ered by  a  dense  pine  forest,  which  was 

of  so  little  value  (or  at  least  supposed 
to  be)  that  when  the  land  was  cleared 

it  was  fenced  with  pine  rails.  Henrv 
Baker  became  the  owner  of  the  most 

man  parks  which  are  each  year  present- 

ing added  attractions  for  summer  visi- 
tors. Below  Lakewood,  Shady  Side  is 

one  of  the  loveliest  places  on  the  entire 
lake  and  still  farther  east  on  Clement 

Park  and  Squier's  Park,  beautiful  and  in 
many  instances  costly  summer  homes 
have  been  erected  by  such  men  as  the 
Marvins,  Halls,  Proudfits,  Wilsons, 

Greenlunds,  Broadheads  and  many  oth- 

ers, until  Busti's  lake  front  is  almost  a 
continuous  village  of  summer  resorts 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  Lakewood 

has  a  steamboat  service  unexcelled  by 

any  point  on  the  lake,  a  trolley  car  ser- 
vice to  Jamestown  every  half  hour  and 

in  the  season  railroad  connections  with 
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all  points  east  and  west.  In  the  west- 

ern part  of  the  town  the  thriving  vil- 
lage of  Boomertown  with  its  mills  and 

factories  give  indisputable  evidence  of 

the  enterprise  and  push  of  her  citizens. 

The  village  of  Busti  is  located  in  the 

central  part  of  the  town  but  having  no 

railway  connections  is  a  quiet  unassum- 
ing country  village  with  a  population 

largely  made  up  of  the  descendants  of 

many  of  the  influential  early  settlers 

of  the  town,  among  whom  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Stoddards,  Broadheads,  Gal- 

lups,  Hazeltines,  Jones,  Martins,  Cur- 
tises,  Xorthrops,  Mattesons,  Franks. 
Andrews,  Babcocks  and  many  others 

who  have  contributed  in  one  way  or 

another  to  the  enterprise  and  growth 

of  the  village  and  the  surrounding  com- 
munity. Busti  has  three  churches,  a 

union  school,  a  saw  mill,  basket  factor}-, 
grist  mill,  dry  goods  store,  post  office 
and  groceries  and  is  a  prosperous  and 

thriving  village.  Among  the  citizens 
of  Busti  who  have  won  more  or  less 

distinction  are  the  following :  Rev.  Ira 

Stoddard  for  many  years  a  missionary 

to  India :  Loren  Blodget,  a  noted  stat- 
istician and  author  of  scientific  works 

of  great  value :  John  A.  Hall,  for  many 

years  editor  and  publisher  of  The 

Jamestown  Journal :  Elias  H.  Jenner. 

for  twenty-one  years  Qerk  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  Chautauqua  County ; 
Colonel  E.  Arnold  Curtis,  celebrated 

architect  and  public  spirited  citizen : 

Jerome  Preston.  Member  of  Assembly 

and  widely  known  as  a  successful  man- 
ufacturer and  business  man :  Emri 

Davis,  Jr.,  Member  of  Assembly  and 
Supervisor  for  several  terms :  Jerome 

Babcock,  Member  of  Assembly  for  two 
terms,  and  Walter  C.  Gifford.  Mem- 

ber of  Assembly  for  two  terms  and 

Master  of  New  York  State  Grange  for 

four  years.  Among  Busti's  noted 
breeders  of  fine  cattle  and  sheep  we  find 
such  men  as  John  A.  Hall.  Elias  H. 

Jenner,  A.  M.  Kent,  Charles  H.  John- 

son, A.  X.  Ayers,  Ira  Young  and  Dan- 
iel Sherman.  The  Franks,  Bushes, 

Campbells,  Stoddards,  Babcocks,  Mar- 
tins, Curtises,  Mitchells,  Hazeltines, 

Xorthrops,  Tuttles  and  many  other 

highly  respectable  families  of  early  set- 
tlers have  left  their  lasting  impress  up- 

on the  present  citizenship  of  the  town 

and  many  generations  will  pass  away 
ere  the  reminiscences  of  pioneer  life 

will  lose  interest  to  the  intelligent  ele- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 

Busti. 

Busti — How  Named. 

Busti — named  from  Paul  Busti,  general 
agent  of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  was 
formed  from  Ellicott  and  Harmony  April 
16,  1823.  It  comprises  the  west  half  of 
township  one,  range  eleven,  except  the  four 
northern  lots  which  were  in  1845  annexed 

to  Ellicott,  and  three-fourths  or  six  tiers  of 
lots,  from  township  one  range  twelve;  to- 

gether with  that  portion  of  township  two 
lying  south  of  the  lake  and  between  Ellicott 
and  Harmony.  It  contains  an  area  of  twen- 

ty-nine thousand  one  hundred  fifty-two  acres 
or  about  forty-five  and  one-half  square  miles. 

Original  Purchases. 

1810.  April,  Samuel  Griffith,  4.  May, 
Theodore  Bemus,  12.  December,  Jonas 
Lamphear,  48. 

1811.  March,  William  Matteson,  Jr.,  40, 
fEllicott.)  May.  Jedediah  Chapin.  4.  Pal- 

mer Phillips,  11.  October,  Xathanial  Fen- 
ner,  15. 
1812.  February.  Joseph  Phillips,  11. 

March.  Anthony  Fenner,6.  Thomas  Fenner, 
Jr.,  15.  April,  Theron  Plumb,  7.  August, 
Barnabas  Wellman,  Jr.,  38.  Reuben  Lan 
don.  7. 
1814.  May.  Arba  Blodgett,  25.  Elisha 

Devereaux,  1.  July,  Asa  Smith,  2.  October, 
William  Bullock,  17. 
1815.  April,  Peter  Frank,  5,  6.  June, 

Josiah  Thompson.  28.  Cyrenus  Blodgett,  33. 
Ford  Wellman.  47.  November,  Josiah  Pal- 
meter,  15. 

1816.  April,  Harris  Terry,  63.  October. 
Harris  Terry,  47. 

1817.  September,  Nicholas  Sherman,  16. 
Lyman  Crane,  8. 
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1818.  September,  William  Gifford.  Octo- 
ber, Samuel  Hart,  8. 

1822.  September,  Ransom  Curtis,  39. 
November,  Peleg  Trask,  17.  .Tared  Farnam, 
Jr.,  34. 

1823.  June,  Joseph  Taylor,  39.  October, 
Ethan  Allen,  45.  Silas  C.  Carpenter,  Isaac 
Foster,  54. 

1824.  February,  John  Badgley,  43.  March, 
Ford  Wellman,  54,  (Harmony.)  July,  Elijah 
B.  Burt,  37.  October,  Barnabas  Wellman, 
31.  November,  John  Kent,  30.  December, 
Samuel  Darling,  35. 

1825.  January,  John  Buck.  Jr.,  20.  Febru- 
ary, Xavier  Abbott,  10.  March,  Jarius  Buck. 

T.I.  June,  David  Hatch,  7.  August,  Wm. 
Nichols,  38.    George  Martin,  13. 
1826.  November,  Benjamin  A.  Slayton, 

43. 
1827.  September,  Alexander  Young,  24. 

Some  of  the  First. 

A  tannery  was  built  by  John  Frank  in 
1812.  The  first  vats  were  troughs  made  of 
logs.  It  was  burned  and  again  rebuilt,  and 
continued  until  about  18G5.  No  other  tan- 

nery, it  is  believed,  was  ever  in  this  town. 
A  last  factory  was  established  by  Mr. 

Frank  which  was  destroyed  by  Are  and  not 
rebuilt.  A  trip  hammer  was  built  by  Giles 
Chipman  and  Lyman  Fargo  and  was  con- 

tinued for  several  years. 
Uriah  Hawks  a  little  later  built  a  elixir 

and  spinning  wheel  factory  at  the  same 
place,  which  was  also  discontinued  on  ac- 

count of  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  dams 
on  the  streams. 

The  first  blacksmith  shoo  in  town  is  said 

to  have  been  Patrick  Camel's  at  the  tan- 
nery. Next  Chipman  and  Fargo  commenced 

business  near  Camel's  and  afterward  re- 
moved their  business  sixty  rods  south  and 

added  to  it  the  manufacture  of  edged  tools 
with  a  trip  hammer. 
The  first  store  at  Busti  Corners  was  kept 

by  Van  Velzer  about  1830. 
Stephen  J.  Brown  was  probably  the  first 

physician  who  settled  in  Busti.  He  came 
about  the  year  1837  and  practiced  there 
about  twenty  years.  Before  his  death.  Dr. 
Bennett  came  and  practiced  a  few  years. 

The  first  saw  mill  at  Busti  Corners  was 
built  by  Heman  Bush.  A  clock  factory  was 
built  at  the  same  place  in  1830  by  Samuel 
Chappel  and  James  Sartwelf.  who  continued 
the  manufacture  for  several  years.  After 
its  discontinuance  a  grist  mill  was  built  on 

the  same  site  by  Heman  Bush  and  another 
afterwards  by  Francis  Soule. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Heman  Bush  Tuesday,  March  2, 
1824,  and  the  following  named  persons  were 
elected  town  officers:  Supervisor,  Daniel 
Sherman;  Town  Clerk,  Emory  Davis;  As- 

sessors, David  Hatch,  Homer  Wellman  and 
Samuel  Garfield;  Commissioners  of  High- 

way, Thomas  Danforth,  David  Boyd,  John 
Deming;  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Heman 
Bush,  John  Gill.  Commissioners  of  Schools, 
David  Hatch,  Daniel  Shearman,  Clark  Smith. 

Churches. 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Busti  was  organ- 
ized August  30,  1819,  by  a  council  consisting 

of  Elders  Ebenezer  Smith,  Paul  Davis  and 
Jonathan  Wilson.  Members  uniting  at  the 
time  of  the  organization,  were  Daniel  Sart- 
well,  Enoch  Alden,  Ebenezer  Davis,  Benja- 

min Covel;  and,  it  is  bebeved,  Henry  L. 
Frank,  John  L.  Frank,  John  Frank,  Jr.,  and 
Elijah  Devereaux,  also  were  first  members. 
A  few  days  after,  William  Frank  and  Mary 
Ann  Shepard  were  admitted.  The  first 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  183G;  the 
present  one  in  1853.  The  first  pastor  was 
Rev.  Paul  Davis. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Busti 
Corners  was  organized  in  1819,  with  sixty 
members  by  Rev.  Alvin  Burgess,  the  first 
pastor.  The  church  edifice  was  built  the 
same  year. 

FRED  A.  BENTLEY. 

Fred  A.  Bentley,  who  is  a  wellknown  citi- 
zen of  the  Town  of  Busti  and  President 

of  the  Bank  of  Jamestown,  is  a  son  of  Gus- 
tavus  and  Cornelia  (Stewart)  Bentley,  and 
was  born  in  the  Town  of  Busti  November 
30,  1846.  Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
the  Town  of  Busti  was  Uriah  Bentley,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Uriah  Bentley  was  the  son  of  Cap- 

tain Caleb  Bentley  of  Berlin,  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York.  Captain  Bentley  was 
born  May  20,  1742,  and  died  in  1827.  He 
came  from  Stonington,  Connecticut,  and  set- 

tled in  Berlin,  Rensselaer  County,  New 

York,  in  an  early  day,  where  he  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 

that  section.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army  under  Colonel  Stephen  John 

Schuyler.  He  served  in  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment in  the  Albany  County  Militia.  The 

record  can  be  found  by  referring  to  "New 
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York  in  the  Revolution"  at  page  ninety- 
four.  Captain  Caleb  Bentley  was  also  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  first  militia  organization 
in  Berlin  was  in  the  year  1791.  Though  he 

went  to  the  front  he  was  "discharged  by 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service"  without 
having  participated  in  any  notable  engage- 

ment. Captain  Bentley  was  also  appointed 
by  Van  Rensselaer  to  officiate  for  him  in 
the  settlement  of  his  patents  and  to  look 
after  his  interests  generally.  There  are  in 

possession  of  Captain  Bentjley's  descend- 
ants original  deeds  to  Caleb  Bentley,  signed 

by  Governor  George  Clinton. 
Uriah  Bentley,  the  grandfather  of  Fred  A. 

Bentley,  was  born  June  21,  1779.  In  May, 
1810,  he  settled  on  lot  nine,  township  two. 
range  twelve,  now  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Town  of  Busti.  He  cleared  a  piece  of 
land,  built  a  house  after  the  common  pat- 

tern of  those  pioneer  days  and  in  November 
brought  his  family  to  Mayville,  and  for  want 
of  a  road  he  shipped  them  down  the  lake  in  a 
canoe,  reaching  his  home  at  midnight.  He 
was  an  industrious  man  and  a  useful  citi- 

zen. On  December  28,  1800,  he  married 
Nancy  Sweet,  who  was  born  May  7,  1779. 
They  reared  a  family  of  ten  children: 
Nancy,  Polly,  Uriah  S.,  Sybil  E.,  Hiram, 
Simeon  G.,  Alexander,  Gustavus  A.,  Ulrica 
and  Minerva. 

Gustavus  A.  Bentley,  the  father  of  Fred 
A.  Bentley,  was  born  August  12,  1817,  and 
followed  farming  until  his  death.  He  was 

a  Republican  in  politics.  He  married  Cor- 
nelia Stewart  who  died  in  February,  1888. 

She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Stewart,  a 
Methodist,  who  was  born  in  Herkimer  Coun- 

ty, New  York,  and  married  Eunice  Wilcox, 
by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 

ters, and  died  in  the  Town  of  Harmony  in 
1826.  He  was  the  son  of  Eliphalet  and 
Mercy  (Coates)  Stewart  who  settled  in 
1810  in  Busti,  near  Jamestown  where  Mr. 
Stewart  followed  lumbering  and  farming. 
Gustavus  and  Cornelia  (Stewart)  Bentley 
raised  a  family  of  three  children:  Marian 
E.,  who  died  January  5,  1860,  at  Polo,  Illi- 

nois; Frances  V.,  wife  of  J.  S.  Briggs  of 
Jamestown,  and  Fred  A. 

Fred  A.  Bentley  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  Randolph 
and  Jamestown  Academies.  Leaving  school, 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home- 

stead farm  near  Lakewood  until  1886,  when 
he  was  elected  Vice  President  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua  County   National   Bank   of  James- 

town, of  which  institution  he  had  been  a 
director  since  1880.  He  was  married  first 
to  Clara  Ball,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
died  shortly  after  her  marriage,  and  after 
her  death  he  united  with  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  Flint  Blanchard,  Esq.,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  the  Town  of  Ellicott.  By  his  second  mar- 

riage he  has  two  children;  Jane  and  Marian 
E. 

In  1896  Mr.  Bentley  was  prominent,  if  not 

the  originator,  in  the  movement  which  re- 
sulted in  the  organization  of  the  Chautauqua 

County  Trust  Company,  which  was  formed 
by  the  union  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Na- 

tional Bank  and  the  City  National  Bank, 
and  which  in  1899  also  absorbed  the  James- 

town National  Bank — these  combined  insti- 
tutions making  one  of  the  strongest  banks 

in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Bentley  served 
as  Vice  President  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Trust  Company  until  early  in  1903  when 
he  severed  his  connection  to  become  Presi- 

dent of  the  Bank  of  Jamestown,  organized 
at  that  time  and  his  standing  has  had  much 
to  do  in  giving  this  new  institution  a  strong 
start. 

In  1883-84-85  he  was  Supervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Busti,  and  was  again  elected  Super- 

visor in  1901.  On  the  incorporation  of  the 
Village  of  Lakewood  in  1893  he  was  elected 
first  President  of  the  village,  and  has  served 
continuously  since  that  time,  except  one 
year.  He  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in 

the  building  up  and  development  of  Lake- 
wood. 

Mr.  Bentley  was  Treasurer  of  the  Chai> 
tauqua  County  Agricultural  Society  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  has  enjoyed  to  a  large 
extent  the  confidence  of  many  citizens,  and 

has  served  in  a  fiduciary  capacity  in  numer- 
ous instances.  He  was  executor  of  the  wills 

of  the  late  Robert  Newland,  the  late  Gideon 
Shearman  and  the  late  Solomon  Jones,  as 
well  as  administering  upon  the  estates  of  a 
large  number  of  other  citizens.  For  a  long 
series  of  years  he  has  performed  the  duties^ 
of  a  notary  public.  In  connection  with  oth- 

ers, for  a  number  of  years  he  owned  the 
Brown-Preston  farm  in  North  Dakota,  con- 

taining about  thirty-six  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

Mr.  Bentley  has  been  a  large  dealer  in 
real  estate,  especially  what  is  known  an 
"lake  front"  property,  and  is  still  largely 
interested  in  property  of  that  character 

along  Chautauqua  Lake.  He  has  owned,  im- 
proved and  sold  many  large  tracts  of  this 
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class  of  property  and  has  displayed  much 
public  spirit  and  enterprise  in  its  manage- 

ment. He  also  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
with  the  Hon.  William  Bookstaver  and  Judge 
Daniel  Shearman  in  deciding  the  amount 
to  be  paid  by  the  Chautauqua  Lake  Railway 
Company  for  lands  along  the  east  side  of 
Chautauqua  Lake.  He  was  also  receiver 
in  settling  up  the  affairs  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Jamestown  Wood  Seat  Chair  Com- 

pany, and  has  had  many  similar  public  and 
private  trusts  reposed  in  him. 

Since  his  boyhood  Mr.  Bentley  has  been 
an  attendant,  though  not  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  at  first  in  James- 

town and  later  in  Lakewood  where  he  aided 
in  the  erection  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  has  since  then  always  been  a  contribu- 

tor to  its  support. 

Mr.  Bentley  has  long  been  a  member  of 
the  Grange  and  for  a  long  time  has  been 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  at 

Lakewood,  and  has  manifested  much  inter- 
est in  the  educational  system  of  that  place. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 
Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  by 
right  of  his  descent  from  Captain  Caleb 
Bentley. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bentley  has  long  been  a 
consistent  Republican.  He  resides  upon  the 
homestead  originally  purchased  by  his 
grandfather  Uriah  Bentley  in  1810  where  he 
has  constantly  lived  since  his  birth  in  1S46. 

*He  enjoys  in  a  large  measure  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  citizens  and  is  regarded 

as  a  man  of  reliability,  strict  integrity  and 
enlightened  public  spirit. 

BABCOCK  FAMILY. 

Henry  Babcock  was  born  April,  1782,  died 
in  Busti  October  17,  18G0.  Harry  Babcock 
was  born  March  18,  1804,  died  August,  1875. 
Palmira  Babcock  was  born  in  Berlin,  New 
York,  April  4,  1807,  died  in  Busti,  January 
2G,  1880.  Sophrona  Babcock  was  born  March 
13,  1809,  died  April  1,  1881.  George  Babcock 
was  born  April  10,  1811.  John  Barber  Bab- 

cock was  born  June  27,  1805,  died  Septem- 
ber 21,  18G4.  Angeline  Adelia  Babcock  was 

born  June  1G,  1810,  died  March  14,  1882. 
She  was  Angeline  Pickering,  who  taught 
the  first  term  of  school  in  the  Town  of 
Cherry  Creek.  Emily  Margaret  Lovina  Bab- 

cock, was  born  September  14.  1830,  she 
married  Milo  Goodrich  and  resides  at  Lime- 

stone, New  York.    Eunice  Abigail  Babcock 

was  born  May  3,  1833;  she  married  Nahum 

Arnold  and  resides  at  Bemus  Point.  Arte- 
mus  Barber  Babcock  was  born  May  24,  1836, 
and  resides  at  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Daniel 
Babcock  was  born  December  10,  1838,  and 
died  in  California  in  1865.  Charles  Henry 
Babcock  was  born  June  24,  1842,  and  died 

BAHBEH  BABCOCK. 
AN   RAKI.T    SETTLER  IN  THE   TOWN   OF  BUSTI. 

in  Busti  in  1872.  Hubert  Marion  Babcock 
was  born  November  17,  1844,  and  resides 
in  Norfolk,  Virginia.  John  Dewitt  Babcock 
was  born  June  2,  1851,  and  resides  at 
Jamestown  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business. 

*The  (lay  this  form  was  ready  for  the  press,  Angus 
Mr.  Bentley  the  evening  previous,  at  Allegheny  Spri 
with  his  family. 

CHARLES  D.  GIFFORD. 

Charles  D.  Gilford,  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann 
M.  Gifford,  was  born  in  Busti  July  16,  1846, 
and  died  there  December  18,  1903.  Mr.  Gif- 

ford was  for  many  years  a  prominent  figure 
in  Southern  Chautauqua.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  in  the  county.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  Union  Grange  and 
held  the  office  of  Master  of  that  Grange  and 
of  Pomona  Grange.  He  had  been  President 

of  the  Kiantone  Farmers'  Club  and  for  a 
long  term  of  years  was  an  active  member 
and  director  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Ag- 

ricultural Society.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a  director  of  the  Farmers  and  Me- 

chanics Bank  of  Jamestown.  Although  al- 
ways interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  town 

and  county,  he  would  not  accept  a  political 
office.     Mr.  Gifford  married  September  24. 

t  25,  11)01,  news  was  received  of  the  sudden  death  of 
ngs,  Penna.,  where  he  was  spending  some  time 
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1869,  Clementine  Hitchcock  of  Ripley,  who 
survives  him,  as  do  his  two  children,  Mar- 

ion G.,  wife  of  M.  M.  Martin  of  Buffalo,  and 
Elmer  C.  Gifford  of  Celoron.  Mr.  Gifford 
was  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity.  He  held 
broad  views  of  citizenship  and  always  lent 
his  influence  and  efforts  in  hehalf  of  the 
community. 

WALTER   CORNELL  GIFFORD. 
Walter  Cornell  Gifford  was  born  May  8, 

1829,  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  lives 
and  of  which  he  is  the  present  owner.  He 
is  the  fourth  son  of  Gideon  Gifford,  a  farmer 
and  civil  engineer  who  was  born  in  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts,  April  18,  1789; 

Gideon  Gilford's  mother  was  Jedidah  Cush- 
man  Gifford,  a  direct  descendant  of  Robert 
Cushman  of  England,  who  chartered  the 
Mayflower  for  the  passage  of  Pilgrims  to 
Plymouth  Rock  and  who  took  a  prominent 
and  effective  part  in  securing  the  charter 
for  the  Plymouth  Colony. 

Gideon  Gifford  married  Millcent  Cornell, 
who  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Washington 
County,  New  York.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  the  captain  of  an  ocean  merchant  vessel, 
and  the  sister  of  Hon.  Walter  Cornell,  Mem- 

ber of  Assembly  from  Washington  County, 
who  died  in  the  City  of  Albany  during  his 
term  of  office  in  1833. 

Gideon  Gifford  and  family  moved  to  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  1828  and  purchased  a  large 

tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Busti,  the 
homestead  portion  of  which  is  now  owned 
and  occupied  as  a  home  by  Walter  C.  Gif- 

ford. Mr.  Gifford  is  a  Republican,  but  not 
a  slave  to  party,  and  always  reserves  the 
right  to  vote  against  any  candidate  whom 
he  deems  unfit  for  office.  He  was  elected 
Member  of  Assembly  and  served  in  that 
capacity  in  1891  and  1892.  His  first  nomi- 

nation came  from  the  influence  of  his  many 
friends  in  the  Order  of  Patrons  of  Hus- 

bandry, and  not  at  his  own  request  or  solic- 
itation, thus  exemplifying  one  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Grange  that  "The 

office  should  seek  the  man,  and  not  the  man 

the  office."  During  his  term  of  office  he 
introduced  and  passed  several  local  bills 
for  the  benefit  of  villages  in  his  Assembly 
District.  He  also  introduced  and  carried 
through  the  Assembly  the  bill  authorizing 
women  to  vote  for  the  office  of  School  Com- 

missioner. Also  a  bill  to  equalize  taxation 
and  one  to  reduce  the  legal  rate  of  interest 
to  five  per  cent.    These  bills  were  defeated 

as  might  have  been  expected  by  the  moneyed 

corporations.  He  also  secured  an  amend- 
ment to  the  codified  insurance  laws,  exempt- 

ing co-operative  fire  insurance  companies 
from  the  provisions  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Standard  Policy  Law  and  which  was  prov- 

ing detrimental  to  the  interests  of  said  com- 
panies. Another  amendment  to  the  law 

prohibiting  the  use  of  adulterants  in  foods 
and  condiments,  which  amendment  specific- 

ally forbade  the  adulteration  of  maple  syrup 
and  maple  sugar.  Mr.  Gifford  was  ever  on 
the  alert  in  opposition  to  legislation  that  he 
believed  would  be  detrimental  to  the  inter- 

ests of  his  constituents  and  made  it  a  rule 

not  to  vote  in  the  affirmative  on  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bill  until  he  had  given  it  careful 

consideration.  The  Single  Tax  men  of  the 
state  give  Mr.  Gifford  the  credit  of  defeat- 

ing the  Local  Option  Tax  Bill,  which,  had 
it  become  a  law,  would  have  resulted  in  the 
exemption  of  all  personal  property  in  the 
state  from  assessment  and  taxation. 

Another  iniquitous  piece  of  legislation  de- 
feated by  him  was  known  as  the  Public 

Boulevard  Bill,  introduced  as  a  general  law. 
If  it  had  passed,  capitalists  along  or  around 
any  body  of  water  in  this  state  could  by 
complying  with  its  provisions,  lay  out  and 
construct  an  expensive  boulevard  between 
dSfferent  pleasure  resorts  and  bond  the 
towns  through  which  it  passed,  to  aid  in  its 
construction  or  repairs.  One  of  the  meas- 

ures introduced  by  him  was  in  favor  of  rais- 
ing the  age  of  protection  for  girls.  It  is 

needless  to  say  that  this  measure  received 
almost  universal  approval  and  commenda- 

tion outside  of  the  Legislature,  but  to  the 
shame  of  our  representatives  in  the  Assem- 

bly it  failed  to  pass  that  body.  Mr.  Gifford 
has  always  been  a  farmer.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  he  chose  as  his  life  com- 

panion Miss  Eliza  C.  Robertson  of  Ellicott- 
ville,  the  daughter  of  H.  Clark  Robertson, 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  Cat- 

taraugus County  who  occupied  many  places 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  community  where 
he  spent  the  most  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gifford  have  never  belonged  to  that  class 
of  farmers  who  believe  that  money  getting 
is  the  chief  aim  and  object  of  life  but  have 
always  advocated  the  principle  that  social 
and  intellectual  improvement  should  keep 
even  pace  with  financial  gain.  They  have 
three  living  children,  one  son  and  two 

daughters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gifford  were  char- 
ter members  of  Union  Grange  of  Jamestown 
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now  one  of  the  largest  Granges  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Gifford  was  the  first 

Secretary  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Pa- 
trons' Fire  Relief  Association  and  held  that 

position  from  1877  to  1891.  He  was  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Central  Organization  of 

Co-operative  Fire  Insurance  Companies  from 
1880  to  1891,  receiving  and  compiling  an- 

nually during  that  time  reports  from  all  the 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Companies  in  the 
state.  He  has  always  been  an  earnest  and 
energetic  worker  in  the  Grange  and  as  a 

consequence  has  held  his  full  share  of  offi- 
cial positions.  For  several  years  he  was 

County  Deputy  and  has  organized  fourteen 
Granges  in  this  county.  In  the  State  Grange 
he  has  held  the  following  offices:  Assist- 

ant Steward,  two  years;  Overseer,  eight 
years;  Master,  four  years.  While  Master 
of  the  State  Grange  he  visited  nearly  every 
Grange  county  in  the  state  and  organized 
several  Pomona  Granges.  During  his  ad- 

ministration the  paying  membership  in  the 
order  was  more  than  doubled.  His  annual 

addresses  to  the  State  Grange  and  his  pub- 
lic speeches  to  farmers  and  other  laboring 

men  for  many  years  bear  witness  to  his 
earnest  and  persistent  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  producing  classes.  Although  past  the 
allotted  three  score  years  and  ten  and  liv- 

ing as  it  were  on  borrowed  time,  he  is  still 
actively  engaged  in  carrying  on  his  farm 
and  enters  into  the  discussion  of  the  living 
issues  of  the  day  at  Granges  and  social 
gatherings  with  all  the  zest  and  ardor  of  a 
man  in  middle  life. 

ELIZA  C.  (ROBERTSON)  GIFFORD. 
Eliza  Cornelia  Robertson  was  born  on  a 

farm  near  the  Village  of  Ellicottville,  Cat- 
taraugus County,  August  4,  1830.  Her  fath- 

er, Henry  Clark  Robertson,  and  her  mother, 
Ursula  Maltby,  were  both  natives  of  Con- 

necticut but  came  in  childhood  with  their 
parents,  the  first  to  Madison  County  and 
the  second  to  Oneida  County,  New  York. 
They  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  the 
county  of  their  adoption,  coming  about  1820. 
Both  were  school  teachers  and  all  of  their 
five  children  followed  the  same  line  of 
work.  Eliza  began  teaching  when  she 
lacked  three  months  of  fifteen  years  of  age. 
The  price  received  was  one  dollar  a  week 
and  "board  around."  From  that  time  on 
she  either  attended  school  as  a  pupil  or 

taught  until  her  marriage  with  W.  C.  Gif- 
ford in  the  spring  of  1852.  In  those  days 

there  were  no  colleges  open  to  girls  with 

the  single  exception  of  Oberlin  and  besides 
the  common  district  school,  her  only  oppor- 

tunity consisted  in  a  couple  of  terms  at  a 
select  school,  taught  by  the  wife  of  a  Pres- 

byterian minister,  Rev.  Sylvester  Cowles, 
at  Ellicottville,  and  later  the  same  length 
of  time  in  the  old  Jamestown  Academy 
with  E.  A.  Dickinson  as  Principal  and  Har- 

riet Hazeltine  as  Preceptress. 

The  limitations  which  custom  and  opin- 
ion in  those  days  set  for  girls  were  much 

less  liberal  than  at  the  present  time  and 
many  things  which  were  highly  improper 
for  a  girl  could  be  done  by  the  other  sex 
without  question  or  censure.  Many  things 
which  the  girl  of  today  can  do  with  perfect 
propriety  then  incurred  the  opprobrium  of 

such  terms  as  "unladylike,"  "romp"  and 
"tomboy." 

She  often  puzzled  her  young  head  with  the 
problem  as  to  why  so  much  more,  especially 
in  morals,  should  be  required  from  the 
"weaker  sex,"  and  made  up  her  mind, 
though  perhaps  in  a  crude  way,  that  there 
should  be  one  standard  of  morality  for  both 
sexes.  As  she  grew  older,  the  newspapers 

sometimes  contained  notices  of  "Woman's 
Rights"  meetings.  They  were,  almost  uni- 

versally, by  the  press  of  that  day,  spoken  of 
with  contempt  and  ridicule,  and  those  who 
took  part  in  them  were  denominated 

"screechers,"  "strong-minded  women,"  etc. 
On  reflection  she  decided  that  to  be  called 

strong-minded  was  much  more  of  a  compli- 
ment than  to  be  called  its  opposite.  She 

has  long  been  identified  with  the  move- 
ment for  equal  rights  in  the  home,  the 

church  and  the  state,  believing  that  hu- 
manity can  never  be  capable  of  its  greatest 

achievements,  until  the  wife  and  mother 
takes  her  proper  place  beside  her  husband, 
his  co-equal  and  helpmate. 

When  the  Grange  came  to  bless  the  agri- 
cultural community,  she  with  her  husband 

lost  no  time  in  identifying  herself  with  it, 
and  together  in  October,  1873,  they  became 
charter  members  of  Union  Grange  No.  244 
of  Jamestown.  In  its  organization  she  saw 
not  only  the  opportunity  for  co-operation 
and  co-education  for  the  farming  community 
but  especial  chance  for  a  broader  outlook 

for  the  farmer's  wife  and  she  often  remarks 
that  the  woman  of  the  farm  needs  the  asso- 

ciations which  the  Grange  bringa,  more 
than  it  is  possible  for  the  man,  for  her  life 
is  necessarily  more  secluded,  while  he  is 

brought  more  in  contact  with  his  fellows. 
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At  the  first  session  of  the  National  Grange 
which  she  attended  at  Atlanta  in  1890,  her 
husband  being  at  that  time  Master  of  the 
New  York  State  Grange,  which  made  her  a 
member  of  the  National  body  also,  she  in- 

troduced a  resolution  which  declared  the 
National  Grange  to  be  in  favor  of  the  ballot 
for  women.  As  one  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  order  is  equal  rights  for 
both  sexes,  this  proposition  would  seem  but 
the  legitimate  sequence  of  such  teaching, 
and,  although  it  has  since  put  itself  on  rec- 

ord as  in  favor  of  equal  suffrage  it  met  at 
this  time  with  so  much  opposition,  particular- 

ly from  the  southern  representatives,  that  the 
resolution  was  defeated.  A  motion,  how- 

ever, prevailed  to  print  five  thousand  copies 
of  her  preamble  and  resolution  for  distri- 

bution among  the  various  Granges  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mrs.  Gifford  has  been  an  earnest  worker 
in  the  Grange  since  its  early  days,  especially 
in  the  advocacy  of  equal  suffrage.  She  in- 

troduced the  first  suffrage  resolution  that 
was  ever  brought  before  the  New  York 
State  Grange  in  1881,  and  was  author  of  the 
memorial  in  favor  of  enfranchising  women 
which  was  adopted  by  the  State  Grange 
and  submitted  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 

tion of  1894.  She  has  held  the  office  of 
Master  of  Union  Grange,  also  of  Chautauqua 
County  Pomona  Grange. 

She  has  for  many  years  been  a  frequent 

contributor  to  the  press,  chiefly  as  an  advo- 
cate of  equal  rights,  believing  that  to  be 

the  surest  and  speediest  way  to  gain  the 
public  ear. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union,  and  for  several 

years  held  the  office  of  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Franchise.  She  has  also  been  State 

Superintendent  of  Legislative  Work  for  the 
New  York  State  Woman  Suffrage  Associf 
tion  and  County  Superintendent  of  Press 
Work  for  Chautauqua  County  Woman  Suf- 

frage Association.  She  is  the  mother  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  only  are  now  liv- 

ing, and  in  common  with  most  women  of  the 
farm,  her  life  has  been  a  busy  one  with 
some  clouds  but  more  of  sunshine. 

March  18,  1902,  she  and  her  husband  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  at  the  Gifford 

homestead,  where  she  had  spent  fifty  happy 
years  of  married  life  and  about  one  hundred 

fifty  cherished  friends  brought  congratula- 
tions. 

CHARLES  H.  WICKS. 
Charles  H.  Wicks,  an  active,  progressive 

and  enterprising  citizen  of  the  beautiful  Vil- 
lage of  Lakewood,  New  York,  was  born  Oc- 

tober 15,  1849,  in  the  Town  of  Ellery,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Sophia  (Ward) 
Wicks.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Wicks,  was  of  English  extraction,  born  in 
Saratoga  County,  New  York,  and  immigrated 
to  Chautauqua  County  in  1818,  settling  in 
the  Town  of  Ellery.  While  here  he  pursued 
the  occupation  of  farming  until  he  was 
borne  to  his  last  resting  place  at  a  green 
old  age.  His  grandfather,  Andrew  Ward, 
was  a  native  of  the  widely  known  Mohawk 
Valley,  who  like  many  of  his  predecessors 
followed  the  star  of  empire  on  its  western 
course.  He  located  in  the  Town  of  Ellicott, 
where  he  took  up,  cleared  and  improved  a 
large  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  continued 
to  reside  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Con- 

siderable of  his  life  was  spent  in  active 
military  service  which  he  regarded  not  only 

a  duty  but  as  an  extreme  pleasure.  He  mar- 
ried Angelina  Trueax,  who  lived  to  be  over 

one  hundred  years  of  age  and  bore  him 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 
James  H.  Wicks  (father)  was  born  in  Sara- 

toga County,  New  York,  August  2,  1817,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  to  the  Town  of 
Ellery  in  1818,  on  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Harvey  farm  on  Pickard  street,  residing 
there  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  the 
Town  of  Gerry  where  he  died  in  March,  1891. 
He  was  accounted  a  good  farmer  and  an 
upright  citizen.  He  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  sixteen  years  continuous- 

ly at  the  hands  of  the  Republican  Pai'ty, 
and  was  also  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 

odist Episcopal  Church.  His  first  wife,  So- 
phia Ward,  bore  him  five  children:  Jane, 

married  to  Walter  Strong,  a  farmer  of  the 
Town  of  Gerry;  she  died    1892;  Lovina, 
married  L.  F.  Hadley  March  19,  18GG,  a 
farmer  and  stock  dealer  now  in  Gentry 
County,  Missouri;  Andrew  W.,  married  Min- 

nie Scofield,  now  resides  at  Celoron;  he 
was  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  New  York 
Assembly  in  1890,  and  active  in  the  politics 
of  his  party,  and  John  W.,  (adopted  son  of 
Deloss  Babcock),  graduated  from  Cornell 
University,  was  Superintendent  of  the  city 
schools  of  Dunkirk  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  mining  business  in 
the  State  of  Washington.  By  his  second 
wife,  Asenith  Corl,  he  had  two  children: 
Mary,  married  to  Francis  Rose,  a  farmer 
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now  living  in  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  and 
Effie,  unmarried,  living  in  the  City  of  James- 

town. James  H.  Wicks  was  married  a  third 
time  to  Eliza  Pickard. 

After  passing  through  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county  Charles  H.  Wicks  sup- 

plemented his  education  in  the  Jamestown 
High  School.  He  first  took  up  the  profes- 

sion of  teaching,  being  employed  for  several 
terms  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county, 
in  the  High  School  of  Corry,  Pennsylvania, 
and  afterward  as  Principal  of  the  Clymer 
Union  School  and  the  Panama  Union  School. 
During  the  greater  portion  of  this  time  He 
was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Town 
of  Gerry,  being  elected  to  the  office  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  School  Commissioner  of  the  First 
District  of  Chautauqua  County  and  held  that 
office  until  1891,  at  that  time  the  longest 
continuous  service  of  any  Commissioner  in 
in  the  state.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  embarked  in  the  real  estate  business  at 
Lakewood  which  he  conducted  for  ten  years. 

At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1902 
he  was  elected  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Assem- 

bly and  Chief  of  the  Department  of  En- 
grossed Bills,  which  position  he  has  effi- 

ciently and  creditably  held  since.  Mr.  Wicks 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican  Coun- 

ty Committee  for  several  years  at  different 
times  and  continuously  since  1900,  and  for 
the  past  three  years  Chairman.  Mr.  Wicks 
had  charge  of  the  gubernatorial  campaign 
of  1902,  which  resulted  in  Chautauqua 

County  giving  the  largest  Republican  plu- 
rality of  any  county  in  the  state,  beating 

St.  Lawrence  County  which  had  long  been 
the  Gibralter  of  Republicanism  by  over 
one  thousand  votes.  Mr.  Wicks  is  a 
member  of  Lakewood  Lodge,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  G28.  He  married 
Florence  R.  Robbins,  a  daughter  of  Levi  H. 
Robbins  of  Clymer,  November  G,  1873,  and 
has  two  children:  Corrie  Jane,  born  March 
12,  1883,  and  Mary  E.,  born  November  4. 
1889. 

THE  LANDING  AT  LAKEWOOD. 
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Carroll  was  formed  from  Ellicott 

March  25,  1825,  and  Kiantone  was  set 

off  November  16,  1853.  Carroll  is  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  county,  and 

contains  twenty  thousand  six  hundred 

fifty-eight  acres.  The  surface  is  rolling 
in  the  south  and  southwest  parts  with 

soil  of  a  gravelly  loam ;  broken  and 

hilly  in  the  east  and  northeast  with  a 

clay  loam  soil.  The  highest  summits 
rise  fourteen  hundred  feet  above  tide 

water.  The  principal  stream  is  the 
Conewango,  which  enters  the  town  from 

the  north  on  lot  forty-eight,  and  mean- 
ders in  a  southwesterly  course  into  Ki- 

UHAHLES  CiKHOLL, 
After  whom  the  town  of  Carroll  was  named. 

antone  then  running  south  along  the 

west  line,  it  flows  nearly  southeasterly 

forming  the  boundary  between  Carroll 
and  Kiantone  to  the  state  line.  Case 

Run  in  the  north  part,  and  Frew  Run, 

flowing  northwest  and  west,  and  empty- 
ing into  the  Conewango  west  of  Frews- 

burg,  through  which  it  flows,  are  the 
principal  tributaries  of  the  Conewango. 
The  town  was  given  its  name  in  honor 

of  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Mary- 
land, last  surviving  signer  of  the  De- 

claration of  Independence.  The  Dun- 
kirk, Allegheny  Valley  and  Pittsburg 

Railroad. crossed  the  west  side  of  the 
town. 

The  first  settlers  were  John  Frew  on 

lot  sixty-one  and  Thomas  Russell  on 
west  half  of  lot  fifty-three  at  the  mouth 
of  Frew  Run  in  the  spring  of  1809. 

John  Frew  paid  two  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  an  acre  for  all  this  land, 

built  a  log  cabin  and  put  in  crops  in 
1810.  A  few  months  later  George  W. 
Fenton  sold  his  farm  on  Chadakoin 

River  and  located  on  lot  fifty-two,  south 
of  and  adjoining  the  lands  of  Frew  and 
Russell.  Frew  and  Russell  built  a  saw- 

mill in  1810  and  commenced  sawing 

the  next  spring.  This  mill  formed  the 

nucleus  of  a  brisk  manufacturing  cen- 
ter. They  ran  the  boards  they  sawed 

in  181 1  to  Pittsburg.  James  Frew  was 

connected  with  them  in  the  building  of 

the  mill,  and  purchased  Russell's  inter- 
est in  1814.  In  1817  with  their  father, 

Hugh  Frew,  they  built  an  "overshot" 
gristmill,  using  the  gearing  and  stones 

of  their  father's  old  mill  in  Farmington, 
Pennsylvania.  They  cleared  up  good 

farms  and  prospered.  George  W.  Fen- 
ton developed  a  large  farm  and  raised 

excellent  crops,  which  readily  sold  at 

high  prices.  He  opened  the  first  store 
in  Frewsburg.  Other  settlers  soon 

came.  John  Tyler  was  on  lot  fifty-one 
by  June,  1808.  (His  son  Hamilton,  born 
in  1810,  was  the  first  white  child  born 

in  the  present  town.)  Isaac  Walton  on 

lot  forty-one  and  Charles  Boyles  on  lot 
forty-two  in  the  summer  of  1809.  (The 
first  marriage  of  the  town  was  William 
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Boyles  to  Jerusha  Walton  in  l8ll.) 

Young  says  that  Benjamin  Covell,  born 
in  Harwich,  Massachusetts,  in  1761,  was 

at  the  taking  of  Burgoyne,  at  Sullivan's 
defeat  and  at  the  Battle  of  Monmouth. 

He  married  Sybil  Durkee  and  removed 

in  1810  with  a  large  family  to  Carroll, 

where  he  died  November  27,  1822.  At 

that  time  all  of  his  sons  and  daughters, 

his  brother  Seth  and  nephew  Simeon, 

were  living  near  him  and  the  settle- 

ment was  called  "Covelltown."  They 

"were  active  in  getting  the  first  bridge 
built  across  the  Conewango  at  Covell- 

town." Benjamin  Covell  took  up  in 
December,  1810,  lot  two,  town  one, 

range  eleven,  in  Kiantone.  They  went 
in  canoes  to  Warren  to  trade  and  to 

Work's  mill  with  "grists."  The  earlv 
settlers  were  mostly  from  Eastern  Penn- 

sylvania and  New  Jersev,  who  came  up 
the  Sinemahoning  and  across  to  the 

Allegany  near  Olean,  and  then  down 
the  river.  Lumbering  commenced  early 
and  a  transient  population  came  to  work 

in  the  woods,  in  the  mills  and  in  rafting, 

sometimes  bringing'  a  family.  There 
was  boating  on  the  Conewango  and 

traveling  on  lands  by  prospective  land 
buyers  and  others,  and  taverns  were 

demanded.  John  Myers  opened  one  in 

1814  on  the  Conewango  about  a  mile 

from  Frewsburg  and  the  same  year 
William  Sears  established  one  on  lot 

eleven  (Kiantone).  In  1816  Tohn  Owen 

began  business  as  a  tavern  keeper  at 

Fentonville,  where  he  also  kept  a  ferry. 

In  the  rafting  season  these  taverns  were 

centers  of  great  mirth  and  enjoyment; 
the  raftsmen  more  than  filled  the  houses 

and  would  quarrel  for  the  privilege  of 

lying  on  the  bar-room  floor  in  order  to 
hear  Owen  tell  his  stories,  and  in  the 

morning  would  declare  themselves 

"thoroughly  rested  and  refreshed,  and 
that  his  stories  would  soften  the  hard- 

est plank  on  the  Conewango." 
Perhaps  no  other  township  in  the 
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county  has  had  so  many  saw  mills  in 
operation  at  the  same  time  as  Carroll. 

John  I'rew  was  a  valuable  citizen.  He 
assisted  Edward  Work  to  build  his  saw- 

mill at  Work's  Mills  in  1808,  and  the 
first  lumber  was  cut  by  Frew.  It  was 

plank  for  eight  flatboats  which  Frew 
built  and  took  to  Mavville  for  salt 

which  he  ran  to  Pittsburg.  "The  same 
John  Frew  brought  on  his  back  from 

Dunkirk  a  bushel-and-a-half  bag  of 

salt  for  the  settlers  who  were  in  perish- 
ing need  of  it.  It  was  this  same  John 

Frew  who,  in  1 81 3,  killed  the  last  deer 

killed  at  the  great  deer  lick  in  the  four 
corners  of  Main  and  Third  streets  of 

Jamestown."  He  was  Supervisor  from 
1816  to  1822,  and  was  selected  for  high- 

er offices  but  would  not  accept  them. 

He  had  sound  judgment,  strict  integri- 

ty, and  was  the  active  man  of  the  com- 
munity. He  died  in  1865,  aged  seventy- 

six.  His  brother  Tames  was  a  quiet, 

unostentatious  man  of  great  worth. 

He  was  a  good  marksman  and  hunter, 

and  a  good  mechanic.  In  1812  he  serv- 

ed with  General  Harrison's  Indian  cam- 
paign. He  married  Rebecca,  daughter 

of  Josiah  H.  Wheeler,  and  was  acci- 
dently  killed  August  24,  1834,  at  the 

age  of  forty-three,  at  a  "raising."  His 
sons  were  John  H.,  Miles,  Josiah,  Jef- 

ferson and  David  (who  lived  to  a  good 

old  age  and  had  the  respect  of  all.)  John 
and  James  Frew  were  sons  of  Hugh 
and  Mary  (Russell)  Frew,  native  of 

County  Down,  Ireland.  Hugh  was  a 
miller  and  came  to  Frewsburg  in  181 7 

to  operate  the  new  gristmill.  He  died 

in  1831  aged  seventy-three. 
George  W.  Fenton,  son  of  Roswell 

Fenton,  was  born  in  Hanover,  New 

Hampshire,  December  20,  1783.  In  1804 

he  went  to  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg  and 
Louisville.  Returning  to  Pittsburg  Mr. 

Fenton  made  canoe  trips  for  several 

years  with  goods  and  provisions  up  the 
Allegheny  River  and  to  French  Creek. 
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In  the  winter  of  1805-6  he  taught  the 

first  school  ever  taught  at  Warren,  be- 
came acquainted  with  John  Owen  and 

family,  and,  November  2,  i8o5,  married 
Elsie  Owen.  The  next  spring,  (1807), 

they  settled  near  Levant,  one  of  the 
first  three  families  of  Ellicott.  Joseph 

Ellicott,  who  came  in  1807  to  survey  the 

township  into  lots,  engaged  Mr.  Fen- 
ton  to  help  him  survey  Carroll.  While 

earning  good  wages  he  gained  thorough 

knowledge  of  the  town.  Selling  his  Le- 
vant home  to  John  Arthur  he  purchased 

six  hundred  twenty-seven  acres,  and 
made  a  permanent  residence  here  in 

1809,  and  died  March  3,  i860.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Roswell  O.,  born  Septem- 

ber 6,  1807,  he  was  the  first  white  child 

born  in  Chautauqua  south  of  the  ridge ; 

George  W.,  William  H.  H.,  John  F., 
Reuben  E.     (See  page  i,  this  volume). 

John  Owen  was  a  native  of  Windsor, 
Connecticut,  and  a  soldier  of  the  old 
French  war  and  the  Revolution.  He 

came  from  the  Susquehanna  Valley  to 
Warren  in  1806,  and,  in  1808,  located 

on  lot  fifty-seven,  town  two,  range  ten, 
in  Poland.  In  1816  he  sold  his  farm  and 

located  in  Carroll  on  lot  forty-one, 
where  he  resided  twenty-seven  years. 
He  kept  a  tavern  which  was  on  the 
road  that  crossed  the  Conewango  at 

the  state  line.  He  also  kept  a  ferry. 

Manv  a  man  has  laughed  at  the  old 

man's  stories  and  jokes  till  his  sides 
were  sore.  He  had  a  kind  of  stutter 

which  added  to  the  point  of  his  jokes. 
His  teeth  were  all  double  ones.  He 

claimed  that  in  his  early  days  he  never 
found  but  one  man  that  got  the  better 

of  him  in  a  fair  "stand-up"  fight.  Owen 
served  with  the  English  in  the  attack 

on  Quebec  in  the  old  French  War,  and 
was  under  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  May 

10,  1775,  at  the  surrender  of  Ticonder- 
oga.  He  died  in  Carroll  February  6 

1843,  aged  one  hundred  seven  years, 

ten  months,  eight  days.   Ira  Owen  came 

with  his  father  John  to  the  Conewango 
and  settled  east  of  him.  He  was  with 

the  Chautauqua  Militia  at  the  Battle  of 
Buffalo,  and  was  both  a  brave  soldier 
and  an  excellent  marksman.  While 

formed  in  line  several  of  his  company 

had  been  shot  by  some  foe  in  their 

rear ;  presently  the  third  man  to  his 

right  was  shot.  Mr.  Owen  turned  par- 
tially around  and  discovered  an  Indian 

lowering  his  rifle  from  the  head  of  a 

flour  barrel  eighty  yards  distant.  Draw- 
ing his  rifle  to  his  face,  when  the  In- 

dian's head  appeared  in  view  the  dusky 
intruder  fell  back  to  trouble  them  no 
more.  On  the  retreat  from  Black  Rock 

he  killed  a  pursuing  Indian  who  was 

trying  to  pick  off  our  men.  Seeing  him 
fall,  Owen  ran  to  rescue  his  rifle,  belt 

and  powder  horn,  but  the  bullets  whis- 
tled so  close  that  he  only  succeeded  in 

getting  the  rifle.  Reuben  Owen,  sec- 
ond son  of  John,  lived  on  the  old  home- 

stead until  his  death.  He  married  Han- 

nah Clark.  Alvin,  youngest  son  of 

John,  lived  at  Fentonville,  married  Miss 

Haley,  had  three  children  and  was 

drowned  in  the  Conewango  by  the  up- 
setting of  his  skiff. 

John  Myers  and  his  thirteen  children 
became  closely  connected  with  Carroll. 
Six  of  his  sons,  John,  Jacob,  Robert, 

Lyman,  William  and  James,  and  two 
of  his  daughters,  became  permanent 

citizens.  The  good-natured  hotel  keep- 
er enjoyed  life  while  having  a  shrewd 

eye  to  business,  and  transmitted  his 

cheery  temperament  to  his  children. 
His  sons  have  been  active  in  business 

and  men  of  ability. 

"Hiram  Dickinson,  son  of  Gideon 
Dickinson,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 

was  born  in  1800,  in  Williamstown,  Ver- 
mont. In  1818  he  married  Sally  Pierce, 

of  Hoosick,  Rensselaer  County.  In 

February,  1819,  they  started  for  Chau- 

tauqua County,  arriving  here  after  trav- 
eling just  one  month  with  an  ox  team, 
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JOHN  MYERS. 
An  Early  Hotel-keeper. 

over  almost  impassable  roads,  there  be- 
ing only  a  sled  track  most  of  the  way. 

They  came  with  a  wagon  as  far  as  Nun- 
da,  where  they  found  the  snow  so  deep 

they  were  forced  to  load  their  goods 

on  a  sled,  for  which  they  paid  five  dol- 
lars. Their  load,  which  weighed  three 

thousand  pounds,  consisted  mostly 

of  household  goods  and  farming  uten- 
sils, also  a  box  containing  two  very  fine 

pigs,  of  a  kind  superior  to  any  in  this 

county,  and  at  that  time  sought  after 
far  and  near.  They  were  known  as  the 

"Dickinson  breed"  for  many  years. 
When  the  family  arrived  at  Jamestown, 

they  stayed  all  night  in  one  of  the  first 
hotels  of  the  place,  and  it  was  nothing 

but  a  shell  built  of  rough  boards,  with 
loose  partitions  and  floors.  From  there 

they  started  with  their  load  for  their 
new  home.  There  were  then  but  very 
few  families  for  miles  around,  and  no 

store  nearer  than  the  "Prendergast 

store"  at  Jamestown,  and  that  hardly 
worthy  of  the  name.  ( )n  arriving  at 
their  destination,  the  place  now  owned 

and  occupied  by  A.  Hiller  in  Carroll. 

MKS.  JOHN  M  YEBS. 

they  commenced  housekeeping  in  the 
usual  manner  of  those  days,  with  no 
conveniences  of  the  present,  always 

cooking  by  the  old-fashioned  fireplace. 
They  were  in  the  heart  of  a  wilderness 
filled  with  bears,  deer,  wolves  and  other 

game,  and  rattlesnakes,  which  were  so 

plenty  they  could  be  found  at  any  time 
and  place.  Mr.  Dickinson  killed  one 

under  his  doorstep  that  measured  over 

four  feet  in  length  and  had  nine  rattles. 

They  were  obliged  to  yard  their  sheep 

every  night  for  several  years  to  protect 
them  from  the  wolves,  as  they  were  so 
bold  as  to  come  close  to  the  house. 

Mrs.  Dickinson  often  went  after  the 

sheep  at  night  when  her  husband  was 

away.  Once  she  stopped  to  gather 

some  hickory  nuts,  and  hearing  a  noise 

near  by,  on  looking  up  she  saw  a  large 
wolf  within  a  few  feet.  She  did  not  stop 

to  gather  any  more  nuts;  knowing  i\ 
she  did  not  find  the  sheep  that  night 
they  would  all  he  destroyed  before 

morning,  she  persevered  in  hunting  un- 
til she  found  them  on  the  land  now 

owned  by  Samuel  Townsend,  on  Frew 
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Run.  Mr.  Dickinson  and  one  of  his 

neighbors,  Joseph  Waite,  father  of 
Governor  Davis  H.  Waite,  hired  a  horse 

(believed  to  have  been  the  only  one  in 
what  is  now  Carroll)  of  Captain  Josiah 

Wheeler,  to  go  to  Mayville  after  salt. 
This  was  the  nearest  place  where  it 
could  be  had.  The  men  went  on  foot 

and  brought  a  half-barrel  of  salt  (for 
which  they  paid  eight  dollars)  home  on 
the  horse. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson's  children 
were  :  Sarah,  married  Chester  Pope  ; 

Syrena,  died  aged  nine  ;  Minerva  Ann. 
married  Clark  Washburn  (who  was  a 

pensioner  of  the  Civil  War,  having 
served  in  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry ; 

he  died  in  1891) ;  and  Caroline,  married 

John  Dempster  Scudder  Tune  12,  1849. 
It  was  a  double  wedding  at  the  home 

of  Mrs.  Pope.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  Jediah  Pope,  Justice  of  the 

Peace  of  Carroll.  Dewitt  C.  Dickin- 
son, the  son,  after  he  attained  maturity, 

went  west,  married  there  and  returned 

with  his  family,  was  drafted  into  the 
army,  served  his  time,  was  honorably 

discharged,  receives  a  pension  and  re- 
sides in  Kane,  Pennsylvania.  Harte  S.. 

married  John,  son  of  Phineas  Annis,  an 
early  settler  of  Carroll.  (John  Annis 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Ninth  New  York 

Cavalry) ;  Louisa  M.,  married  Stephen 

Thomas  of  Frewsburg  and  died  No- 
vember 14,  1882. 

John  D.  Scudder  enlisted  in  Carroll, 

September  4,  1864,  in  the  One  Hundred 

Eighty-eighth  Regiment,  New  York 
Volunteers.  He  was  killed  October, 

1864,  in  the  Battle  of  Thatcher's  Run, 
when  only  thirty-five  years  old.  He  left 
a  wife,  Caroline  Dickinson  Scudder,  and 
five  children.  Mrs.  Scudder  lives  on  the 

farm  that  they  owned  when  Mr.  Scud- 
der enlisted.  The  children  are  Imogen 

(Mrs.  Churchill),  lives  in  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia ;  Isadore  (Mrs. 

Black),  in  Venango  County,  Pennsyl- 

vania ;  Delevan  M.,  in  Lewis  Run,  Penn- 

sylvania ;  Rose  (Mrs.  Smedley),  in  Car- 
roll ;  John  D.,  in  Poland.  Hiram  Dick- 

inson died  in  Carroll  September  12, 

1848.  In  December,  1856,  Mrs.  Dick- 
inson married  John  Myers,  Sr.  He 

died  December  19,  1877,  in  his  nine- 
tieth year.  Mrs.  Sally  D.  Myers  died 

October  13,  1891,  in  her  ninety-first 
year.  Mrs.  Minerva  A.  D.  Washburn 
resides  in  Spring  Creek,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  John  Annis  resides  in  Frewsburg. 
Mr.  Annis  was  in  the  Ninth  New  York 

Cavalry  and  receives  a  pension." 
"About  1825  James  Cowan  settled  on 

Case  Run.  He  was  a  noted  hunter  and 

while  in  search  of  game  he  penetrated 
the  dense  wilderness  of  South  Valley, 

in  Cattaraugus  County."  There  was 
then  a  well-worn  Indian  trail  leading 
from  the  Conewango  along  Case  Run, 

through  Covey  Gap  and  down  Bone 

Run  to  the  Allegheny  River  near  Ono- 
ville.  On  the  north  side  of  this  trail, 

near  the  boundary  line  of  Carroll  and 

South  Valley,  a  fence  had  been  made 

by  the  Indians,  or  a  lattice-work  woven 
of  brush  and  small  poles,  which  ran 

northerly  for  a  mile  and  a  half  over  a 

high  ridge  to  the  north  branch  of  Bone 

Run.  It  was  sufficiently  high  to  inter- 
cept the  passage  of  deer  and  elk.  Gaps 

were  left  in  this  hedge  for  game  to  pass 

through  where  it  could  be  watched  for 
and  shot  with  bow  and  arrows.  This 

fence  was  to  be  seen  as  late  as  1840. 
Mr.  Cowan  relates  that  an  old  Indian 

told  him  that  when  he  was  a  boy  his 

parents  lived  in  a  camp  on  lot  fifty- 
seven,  town  two,  range  ten,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Cassadaga,  and  that  his 
father  traded  some  fur  for  a  rifle ;  that 

his  father,  two  brothers  and  himself 

"took  turns"  in  hunting  with  the  gun, 

and  that  the  best  day's  hunt  he  ever 
made  was  accomplished  by  setting  out 

early  one  morning  from  home  with  the 

old  flint-lock  rifle,  crossing  the  Cone- 
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wango  in  his  canoe  at  the  mouth  of 

Case  Run,  hunting  up  one  side  of  that 
stream  and  back  on  the  opposite  side. 
He  killed  that  clay  three  deer,  two  bears 

and  a  wild  turkey.  James  and  Hannah 

(Pope)  Cowan  had  sons:  One.  John 

Milton,  who  was  a  life-long  resident 
of  Carroll  and  a  wellknown  and  es- 

teemed citizen.  He  was  burn  July  3', 
1835,  and  died  July  3,  1894;  his  wife  was 
Mary,  daughter  of  Phineas  Annis  ;  his 
children  are  Irwin  L.,  Erie  L.,  W.  Merle 

of  Carroll,  and  Mrs.  Edith  Eldridge  of 

Portland.  Two.  George  M.  of  South 

Valley ;  three,  Clarence  M. ;  fourth,  E. 
Melvin. 

Early  Settlers: — Rev.  Paul  Davis,  a 

Baptist  clergyman,  came  from  Ver- 
mont in  1816.  His  efficient  labors  bore 

good  fruit  until  his  death  ten  years 
later.  His  son,  Simeon  C,  was  locally 

prominent  for  years.  He  came  in  1814. 
He  has  many  descendants.  Consider 
Benson,  a  soldier  of  1812,  came  from 
Vermont  in  181 6,  and  died  in  Falconer 

in  t  855,  aged  eighty-nine.  Hiram 
Thayer  from  Massachusetts  came  to 
this  county  in  1816  and  to  Carroll  in 

1820.  He  bought  part  of  lot  thirty-nine 
and  lived  here  sixty  years  until  his 
death.  He  was  an  esteemed  citizen, 

acquired  wealth  and  left  numerous  de- 
scendants. In  1816  Joseph  Waite,  father 

of  Hon.  Davis  H.  Waite,  at  one  time 

Governor  of  Colorado,  came  from  Ver- 
mont and  engaged  in  lumbering  until 

1 821,  when  he  removed  to  Jamestown. 

Josiah  H.  Wheeler  from  Vermont 

brought  a  large  family  here  early  and 

purchased  the  Matthew  Turner  saw- 
mill on  Frew  Run,  lot  fifty-three,  town 

one,  range  ten.  His  sons  worked  har- 
moniously with  him  and  they  acquired 

wealth.  His  children  married  into  the 

best  families  of  the  section.  Otis  Moore 

settled  early  on  lot  forty-five  and  owned 
and  operated  the  sawmill  one  mile  east 

of  Frewsburg.    Luther  Howard,  a  na- 

tive of  Wardsborough,  Vermont,  came 

about  1830  and  settled  on  the  farm  he 

bought  of  Charles  Wolcott,  who  had 
made  a  small  clearing,  and  where  his 

son  Jediah  lived  after  his  father's  death. (  )f  his  six  children  only  Mrs.  James 

Parker  and  Jediah  survived  in  1892. 
Case  Run  took  its  name  from  the 

first  settler,  James  Case,  who  did  not 
remain  long  in  town.  Moses  Taft,  from 
Vermont,  was  an  early  settler  and  part 
owner  of  a  sawmill  on  Case  Run 

Dutee  Harrington  settled  on  lot  thirty- 
two  and  was  a  mill  owner  for  years. 

Orsino  Comstock  lived  on  lot  thirty- 

one,  Richard  Hiller  on  lot  thirty,  Good- 

win Staples  on  lot  eight.  John  Town- 
send  bought  the  Thayer  mill  which  he 
and  his  sons  owned  and  operated  many 

years,  Christopher  Eaton  came  about 
1823  from  Vermont,  and  lived  a  long 
life  in  Carroll.  Edmund  White  was 

early  on  lot  twenty-seven.  Pliny  Cass 
was  a  resident  here  from  about  1820. 

This  early  emigration  from  New  Eng- 

land brought  others  later.  Luther  For- 
bush  came  from  Newton,  Massachus- 

etts, in  1829  and  resided  many  'years 
on  lot  thirty-four.  He  had  a  large  fam- 

ily. His  brother-in-law,  Jacob  Adams, 
and  Leonard  Adams,  came  from  New- 

ton about  1847.  Cyrus  Adams,  son  of 

Jacob,  died  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War. 
In  1827  Rufus  Green,  from  Vermont, 

came,  settling  first  in  Kiantone  and  in 

1830  on  lot  fifty-one.  He  was  a  Justice 
for  many  vears.  H.  N.  Thornton  came 
from  Ripley  in  1828  and  subsequently 
lived  in  Kiantone  and  Carroll.  Otis 

Alvord  was  an  early  settler  at  Fenton- 
ville.  Dorastus  Johnson,  about  1845. 

settled  on  lot  forty-five.  Ira  and  Cal- 
vin,two  of  his  six  sons, lost  their  lives  in 

the  Civil  War.  George  W.  Brown  came 
in  1828.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mill 

owner.  His  sons,  George  W.,  Amos 
and  Lewis,  were  Union  soldiers  in  the 

Civil  W  ar.    Adam  Vandewark  in  1834, 
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Albert  Fox  in  1835,  J.  D.  Bain  in  1838. 

Reuben  Niles  in  1839,  were  other  set- 
tlers whose  dates  of  coming  we  are 

unable  to  give. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at 
the  house  of  William  Sears  March  6, 
1826,  and  these  officers  were  elected: 

Supervisor,  James  Hall ;  Town  Clerk. 
John  Frew;  Assessors,  James  Parker, 

Levi  Davis,  Tames  Frew;  Commission- 
ers of  Highways,  E.  Kidder,  George 

W.  Fenton,  Simeon  C.  Davis ;  Over- 
seers of  Poor,  E.  Kidder,  George  W. 

Jones ;    Collector,   Asa    Moore ;  Con- 

JAMES  UALL, 
First  Supervisor,  Town  of  Carroll. 

stables,  Asa  Moore,  Hiram  Dickinson  ; 
Commissioners  of  Schools,  William 
Sears,  Simeon  Covell,  Levi  Davis ; 

Poundkeepers,  George  W.  Fenton,  Wil- 
liam Sears. 

For  a  small  town  Carroll  has  done 

much  manufacturing.  Its  sawmills  have 

been  numerous  and  active,  steam  sup- 
planting water  as  a  motive  power  as 

water  failed.  Jefferson  Frew's  mill  has 
cut  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  a 
million  feet  annually  during  many  vears. 
Edward  Hayward,  Edwin  Moore,  the 

Myerses,  Edwin  Eaton,  E.  W.  Scowden, 

Wood  &  White,  Moore,  Spink  &  Com- 

pany, and  others  have  produced  mil- 
lions on  millions  of  staves,  butter  tubs, 

paint  kegs,  etc.,  laths,  hand-sleds,  bas- 
kets, soap  and  seed  boxes,  have  been 

some  of  the  products.  The  "Nonpariel 
Creamery,"  established  in  1889,  owes 
a  large  share  of  its  prosperity  to  the 

energy  and  ability  of  F.  E.  Thayer,  who 
has  been  salesman  since  the  creamery 

was  started.  Mr.  Thayer  is  a  native  of 
Carroll,  and  resides  on  the  fine  farm 

near  Frewsburg  which  his  father  tilled 
before  him. 

The  town  has  received  dufkiT  the  last 

twenty-five  years  a  valuable  accession  to 
its  citizens  in  the  immigration  of  a  large 
number  of  Swedes,  who  are  industrious, 

frugal  and  law-abiding  people. 

Churches. — The  Frewsburg  Baptist 
Church  was  formed  January  1,  1838, 

and  of  sixty  members  of  the  "First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Carroll,"  now  extinct. 

It  took  its  present  name  September  20, 

1842.  March  10,  1838,  John  G.  Curtis 
and  Phineas  Annis  were  chosen  dea- 

cons. Until  1842  the  church  had  no 

regular  pastor.  It  was  received  into 
the  Harmony  Baptist  Association  in 

1838;  and  in  1842  Rev.  M.  Colby  was 
its  first  pastor.  The  first  church  clerk 

was  Abida  Dean.  The  Baptist  Society 

was  formed  January  14,  1850.  The 
first  Trustees  were  Phineas  Annis,  Elias 

Howard,  George  W.  Fenton,  John  My- 
ers, Jr.,  and  Jacob  Persell.  George 

W.  Fenton  and  John  Myers,  Jr., 

defrayed  the  most  of  the  expense  of 

building  the  present  church  edifice.  The 

Congregational  Church  was  organized 
with  seventeen  members.  Rev.  R. 

Rouse  was  the  first  pastor.  In  1863 

they  erected  their  house  of  wor- 
ship. The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

was  organized  January  21,  1843,  with 
Rev.  Moses  Hill,  Pastor.  Alexander 

Ross,  George  Bartlit  and  A.  J.  Fuller 
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were  chosen  Trustees.  The  original 

members  as  given  were  Edmund  White, 

Alexander  Ross,  A.  J.  Fuller  and  wives, 

George  Bartlit,  Mrs.  Sibil  French  and 

Mrs.  Elsie  (Owen)  Fenton,  who  retain- 
ed membership  until  her  death.  George 

Bartlit  was  class  leader  for  many  years. 
In  1844  a  church  was  erected  on  a  lot 

presented  by  James  Hall.  A  Swedish 

Mission  Church  was  organized  at  Oak- 
Hill  about  1889.  The  Lutheran  Church 

of  Frewsburg  was  organized  in  1878. 
The  Swedish  Mission  Church  was  es- 

tablished at  Frewsburg  in  1878  with 
A.  G.  Nelson,  Pastor. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at 
the  house  of  William  Sears,  March  6, 

1826,  (now  in  Kiantone),  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  officers  were  elected : 

Supervisor,  James  Hall.  Town 

Clerk,  John  Frew.  Assessors,  James 

Parker,  Levi  Davis,  James  Frew.  Com- 

missioners of  Highways,  E.  Kidder, 
George  W.  Fenton.  Collector,  Asa 

Moore.  Constables,  Asa  Moore,  Hi- 
ram Dickinson.  Commissioners  of 

Schools,  John  Frew,  James  Hall,  James 

Parker.  Inspectors  of  Schools,  Wil- 
liam Sears,  Simeon  Covell,  Levi  Davis. 

Pound-Keepers,  George  W.  Fenton, 
William  Sears. 

Original  Purchases. 

1808.  July,  Joel  Tyler,  51.  George 
Sloan,  59;  (now  Kiantone). 

1809..  March,  Samuel  Anderson,  57; 

(now  Kiantone).  June,  Charles  Boyles, 
42.    Isaac  Walton,  41. 

1810.  March,  George  W.  Fenton, 

52. 181 1.  October,  Matthew  Turner,  53. 

November,  Ebenezer  Cheney,  54.  Mat- 
thew Turner,  54. 

1812.  January,  John  Frew,  61. 

1813.  September,  Robert  Russell,  57; 
(lot  now  in  Kiantone).  December, 

Amasa  Little-field,  36. 
1814.  March,  Ebenezer  Cheney,  36. 

May,  Ebenezer  Cheney,  46,  47,  54,  55. 

Ebenezer  Davis,  37.  Benjamin  Jones, 

23,  28.  Levi  Jones,  24,  28.  Elijah 
Bralcy,  43.  Horatio  Dix,  28.  July, 

James  Hall,  54.  September,  Aaron 

Forbes,  64.  November,  Robert  Rus- 
sell, 57;  (now  in  Kiantone). 

1815.  March,  Josiah  H.  Wheeler,  46. 
Wheeler  and  Flail,  32,  40.  William 
Sears,  31. 

1 81 6.  May,  Jonathan  Covell,  43. 
Eli  Eames,  38. 

1817.  May,  Benjamin  Russell,  30. 
1 81 8.  May,  Aaron  Forbes,  64. 

November,  Levi  Tones,  23. 

1819.  January,  Josiah  H.  Wheeler, 

39- 

1820.  June,  John  Frew,  62. 
1821.  November,  John  Myers,  (lot 

not  given). 
1822.  September,  Isaac  Eames,  39. 

1823.  October,  James  Hall,  15. 

1824.  January,  John  and  James 
Frew,  20.  February,  John  Myers,  20. 

April,  John  Frew,  27.  September,  Dan- 
iel Wheeler,  27.  October  Truman 

Comstock,  31. 

1826.  May,  Hiram  Covey,  14.  James 

Covey,  14.  Jonah  R.  Covey,  14.  June, 

Taylor  Aldrich,  28. 

1827.  June,  William  Haines,  26. 
John  F.  Bragg,  48.  October,  Robert Russell,  49. 

Supervisors. 

James  Hall,  1826  to  1833  and  1839 — 
nine  years.  James  Parker,  1834  to  1837 

and  1856-1857 — six  years.  Esbai  Kid- 
der, 1838.  Phineas  Spencer,  1840. 

Jediah  E.  Budlong,  1841.  Gordon 

Swift,  1842,  1843,  ]844-  John  Frew, 

1845.  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  1846  to  1852 
— seven  years.  Edwin  Eaton,  1853, 
1873.  William  H.  H.  Fenton,  1854, 

1865  to  1871 — eight  years.  Charles  L. 

Norton,  1855,  1858  to  1864 — eight 
years.  Lucius  M.  Robertson,  1872. 
Willi  am  Sheldon,  1874-     Albert  Fox, 
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1875.  Temple  A.  Parker,  1876-1877. 
Edward  L.  Hall,  1878.  Lucius  M. 

Robertson,  1879.  George  G.  Davis, 

1880.  Silas  W.  Parker,  1881  to  1887- 

seven  years.  Marcus  T.  Howard,  1888 

to  1890.  John  Venman  1891  to  1893 

and  1898  to  1903 — nine  years.  Charles 

E.  Dodge,  1894  to  1897 — four  years. 
Dana  J.  Hunt,  1904. 

Carroll  — Early  Lumbering. 
BY  MRS.  EFFIE  W.  PARKER. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  all  nations 

which  have  attained  any  degree  of  civi- 
lization to  commemorate  with  appro- 

priate ceremonies  the  returning  anni- 
versaries of  those  events  in  their  his- 

tories which  have  produced  great  re- 
sults. 

It  has  been  also  the  custom  on  such 

occasions  to  pay  fitting  tribute  to  those 

whose  courage  and  wisdom  have  proved 

a  blessing  to  posterity  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country. 

In  pursuance  of  this  custom  we  are 

brought  together  and  in  grateful  re- 
membrance celebrate  the  centennial  an- 

niversary of  the  pioneer  settlements  of 
the  now  fair  County  of  Chautauqua. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  detail  events 

except  by  a  brief  sketch  of  the  special 
features  and  development  of  the  early 
settlement  of  the  Town  of  Carroll. 

In  this  town  the  Yankee  spirit  of  thrift 

and  energy  seemed  to  prevail,  while  the 

courage  that  brought  families  from 
across  the  sea  to  this  wilderness  added 

to  the  strength  of  early  civilization. 
The  common  sacrifice,  the  common 

struggle,  the  common  success,  tended 
to  weld  them  together. 

Doubtless  there  were  conflicts  of  jeal- 
ousy and  suspicion  but  there  was  a 

common  impulse  and  devotion  and  the 

welfare  of  the  community  obliterated 
personal  lines. 

It  has  been  stated  by  historians  that 

"no  more  magnificent  forest  existed  in 
the  United  States  than  that  which  cast 

its  mighty  shadows  over  primitive  Car- 
roll." A  forest  not  only  vast  in  extent 

but  the  trees  were  larger  than  ever  be- 
fore known.  Conewango  pineries  were 

the  wonders  of  their  day  and  their  fame 
had  extended  to  other  countries. 

Nature  was  provident  in  the  streams 

that  were  to  furnish  power  for  the  re- 
duction of  this  forest,  which  in  time 

gave  place  to  the  now  productive  farms. 
In  1810  John  Frew  built  a  saw  mill 

on  lot  fifty-three.  At  a  later  date  he 

with  his  brother  James  andThomas  Rus- 
sell, built  a  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Frew 

Run  on  the  east  side  of  the  Conewango 

AN  EARLY  SAW  MILL 

on  lot  sixty-one.  Thomas  Russell  sold 
his  interests  in  181 5.  In  1817  the  Frew 
brothers,  with  their  father  Hugh  Frew, 

built  a  gristmill,  using  the  same  power 
and  flume  for  both  mills.  The  saw  mill 

eventually  passed  into  the  hands  of  Jef- 
ferson Frew  who,  in  1872,  put  in  steam 

and  operated  it  for  a  number  of  years. 
Matthew  Turner  is  supposed  to  have 

built  on  lot  fifty-three  the  second  mill 
in  town.  It  was  bought  by  Josiah  H. 
Wheeler  in  1816. 

James  Wheeler,  his  son,  built  a  mill 
on  the  same  lot  farther  east,  using  one 

power  and  flume  for  both  mills. 

On  lot  forty-five  Mr.  Taylor  built  a 
mill.    This  was  later  owned  by  G.  W. 
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Fenton ;  the  property  eventually  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Otis  Moore  and  on 

to  his  son,  O.  H.  Moore.  The  plant 

was  unusual  in  operating  ability,  the 

streams  at  this  point  being  fed  by  num- 
erous springs  so  that  sawing  could  be 

done  almost  any  day  in  the  year. 

On  the  same  lot  east  Job  Toby  built 
a  mill  between  1816  and  1820. 

On  lot  thirty-six  Amasa  Littlefield 

built  a  mill  that  was  purchased  and  re- 
built by  John  Myers.  Reuben  and  John 

Thayer  built  a  mill  on  the  same  lot  east 

that  was  purchased  by  John  Townsend 

in  1 841  and  operated  by  himself  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  in  i860,  and  later 

by  his  son  Samuel  up  to  1888. 

Cyrus  Clough  was  another  saw  mill 

builder  on  lot  twenty-eight.  This  mill 
was  conducted  later  by  Jacob  Persell. 

John  Bain,  Sherman  Jones,  John  Town- 
send,  Jr.,  Henry  Bennett  and  Stephen 
Bennett,  successively. 

By  this  time  John  Frew  built  a  third 

mill  on  lot  twenty-seven.  His  son 
James  R.  Frew,  carried  on  the  business 

at  this  mill  in  later  years.  He  is  now 
a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is 

the  oldest  person  living  who  was  born 
in  the  Town  of  Carroll. 

Jediah  Endlong  as  early  as  1832  built 
a  mill  on  lot  nineteen.  This  was  con- 

structed with  an  overshot  wheel  and 

had  a  usual  annual  product  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  feet  of  lumber.  In  1848 

Emrich  Evans,  with  Mr.  Endlong,  re- 
built the  mill  and  it  eventually  passed 

into  the  hands  of  L.  L.  Rawson,  pur- 
chased later  by  John  Hiller  and  burned 

in  1872. 

At  the  head  of  Frew  Run  John  Myers 

put  in  a  mill  that  Samuel  Cowen  pur- 
chased later. 

All  these  mills  were  on  Frew  Run,  a 

stream  not  exceeding  five  miles  in 

length,  and  all  were  operated  three 

or  four  months  in  the  year. 
In  the  early  times  water  was  held 

back  by  the  density  of  the  forest,  so 
that  even  in  a  dry  time,  after  a  thunder 

shower,  quite  a  stroke  of  business  could 
be  accomplished.  None  of  these  mills 
but  sawed  one  hundred  thousand  feet 

of  lumber  a  vear — more  sawed  three  or 
four  times  that.  With  two  exceptions, 

all  these  mills  were  running  up  to  i860. 

Steam  has  superseded  the  water  pow- 
er on  this  stream  and  one  mill  is  in 

operation  at  the  present  time,  that  of 

Lewis  Brothers  on  lot  forty-five. 
In  the  southwest  portion  of  the  town 

were  five  mills  on  the  same  stream  for 

a  distance  not  exceeding  a  mile,  the 
first  of  which  was  built  in  1833.  The 

mills  were  built  viz.,  by  Daniel  Wheel- 
er, Luther  Forbush,  Joseph  Hook,  Ben- 

jamin Price.  The  Wheeler  mill  passed 
into  the  hands  of  H.  H.  Fenton  and 

son,  Hook  mill  sold  to  J.  Brokaw  and 
at  a  later  date  Mr.  Brokaw  built  a  mill 

farther  up  the  stream.  George  Wiltsie 

purchased  the  Price  mill,  introduced 

steam  and  operated  as  late  as  1885  with 

an  annual  product  of  one  hundred 
thousand  feet.  In  1883  Mr.  Wiltsie  cut 

fourteen  thousand  pine  shingles  from  a 

single  tree. 

On  lot  thirty-two  on  Case  Run  the 
three  Pope  brothers,  Jediah,  Gersham, 
and  Chester,  who  were  known  as  the 

old  company,  built  and  operated  a  mill ; 
they  afterwards  sold  to  Asa  Comstock. 
These  brothers  later  built  two  mills  on 
lot  fourteen. 

The  Covey  mill  was  bought  by  G.  \Y. 

Fenton,  Jr.,  on  lot  twenty-three  in  T834. 
James  Cowen  between  1838  and  1840 

built  a  mill  on  the  same  lot.  Mr.  Com- 

stock sold  his  mill  to  D.  Harrington 

and  built  another  on  lot  twenty-four 

and  which  was  operated  later  by  Holi- 
day iv  Ames. 

Another  mill  owned  by  Pliny  Cass 
was  the  lowest  on  Case  Run  and  passed 
into  the  hands  of  his  son,  I.  Smith  Cass. 

In  1848  G.  W.  Fenton,  Jr.,  built  a  mill 
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just  below  the  one  he  purchased  in  1834 

and  in  185 1  still  another,  using  the  same 
power  and  flume  for  both.  These  mills 

had  unusual  capacity,  the  usual  annual 

product  being  five  hundred  thousand 
feet  of  lumber.  In  1859  the  product 

reached  one  million  one  hundred  thous- 

and feet.  Both  these  mills  were  operat- 
ed for  twenty  years,  when  the  lower  mill 

was  arranged  for  shingle  sawing.  The 

other  mill  is  still  in  operation  by  the  Fen- 

ton  Brothers,  who  are  using  the  origi- 
nal water  power  with  a  turbine  wheel. 

The  Harrington  mill  is  also  in  opera- 
tion with  the  original  water  power. 

Amasa  Burt  purchased  one  of  the 

LOGGING  SCENE. 

Pope  mills  on  lot  fourteen  and  it  was 

operated  until  ten  years  ago. 
In  early  times  shingles  were  rived 

and  shaved  from  the  best  pine  timber, 

but  as  first-class  pine  diminished,  shin- 
gle machines  galore  were  introduced 

and  timber  that  would  not  admit  split- 

ting and  shaving  was  sawed  into  shin- 

gles. Twenty-five  thousand  pine  shin- 
gles cut  from  a  single  tree  was  not  an 

uncommon  product  in  those  times. 

The  following  will  illustrate  the  value 

of  shingles  in  1820,  when  Hiram  Thay- 
er took  the  job  of  making  two  hundred 

thousand.  He  took  the  timber  stand- 

ing in  the  tree,  cut  down,  sawed  six- 

teen inch  length,  rived,  shaved,  packed 

and  piled,  receiving  fifty  cents  a  thous- 

and. He  boarded  himself,  had  shelter 
from  a  pole  and  brush  shanty,  going 

to  Jamestown  for  his  supplies. 

The  product  of  these  several  mills 
in  town  was  hauled  to  the  nearest 

point  on  the  banks  of  the  Conewango, 

usually  during  the  winter  season,  as 
wagons  were  unknown  in  the  earlier 
days.  The  boards  were  rafted  and  loaded 

with  shingles  ready  to  float  out  on  the 
first  spring  freshet. 

Vast  fleets  of  lumber  were  sent  year- 

ly from  this  town,  down  the  Conewan- 
go to  the  Allegheny  River  to  Pittsburg 

and  points  farther  south.  For  several 

years  the  best  pine  was  worth  only  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  thousand 
feet.  This  was  traded  for  supplies,  as 

flour,  pork,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  cotton 
cloth,  etc.,  flour  at  times  being  twenty 

dollars  and  pork  forty  dollars  a  barrel. 
A  canoe  was  taken  on  the  raft  and 

into  this  were  loaded  the  supplies,  then 
pushed  back  at  the  end  of  a  setting  pole 

against  a  strong  current  to  the  starting- 

point. 
When  the  first  bridge  was  built  across 

the  Allegheny  River  at  Pittsburg,  the 
contractor  came  to  the  Conewango 
country.  He  found  the  timber  wanted 

near  the  Pennsylvania  line.  Upon  in- 
quiring the  price  the  owner  told  him 

he  could  have  all  he  wanted  for  nothing 

as  the  ground  upon  which  the  timber 
Stood  was  worth  more  for  agricultural 

purposes  than  the  timber  itself. 

Thousands  of  pine  logs  cut  from  the 
timber  from  this  vallev  measured  more 

than  five  feet  at  the  stump  and  made 
from  three  to  five  thousand  feet  of  lum- 

ber, while  there  were  occasional  logs 
that  measured  seven  feet  across. 

None  of  these  majestic  sentinels  now 
remain.  In  1878  A.  M.  Woodcock  cut 

from  lot  forty-five  two  trees  measuring 
four  and  a  half  feet  at  the  stump  that 

netted  him  one  hundred  eighty-five  dol- 
lars.   While  these  did  not  compare  with 
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many  of  their  predecessors  in  size,  their 

commercial  value  was  considerably 

greater. 

The  last  tract  of  land  of  any  consid- 
erable size  with  a  growth  of  primeval 

pine  upon  it  was  the  Prendergast  estate 
in  Kiantone,  formerly  a  part  of  Carroll. 

It  was  purchased  in  1887  by  William 
Townsend  and  Daniel  Griswold  who 

erected  a  mill  and  manufactured  it  into 

lumber.  The  estate  comprised  more 

than  eight  hundred  acres  of  which  six 

hundred  were  timbered.  Many  of  them 

were  magnificent  trees  fit  for  the  mast 

of  a  stately  ship.  There  were  several 
millions  of  lumber  cut  from  this  tract. 

HAFT  RETURNING  WITH  SUPPLIES. 

Within  the  past  year  J.  T.  Wilson 
of  Jamestown  purchased  from  theW.  H. 

H.  Fenton  estate  eight  and  one-half 
acres  of  second  growth  pine  from  which 
three  hundred  thousand  feet  of  lumber 
were  cut. 

In  concluding  we  will  say  that  while 

extravagant  eulogy  never  honors  its 

object,  persistent  neglect  of  events 

which  have  molded  history  is  not  cred- 
itable to  those  who  inherit  the  fruits. 

This  centennial  may  serve  to  bring 
keener  appreciation  of  our  ancestors  in 

their  courageous  efforts,  bravely  meet- 
ing humblest  duties  while  struggling  to 

success. 

Names  and  deeds  that  in  the  space  of 

a  hundred  years  change  a  wilderness 
into  thriving  towns,  and  cultivated 

fields,  deserve  more  than  passing  no- 

tice, for  "the  century  that  runs  back- 
ward is  only  the  dawn  of  those  who 

look  into  the  future." 

REMINISCENCES. 

BY  THOMAS  J.  FENTON. 

One  hundred  years  ago  today  Chautauqua 

County  was  one  boundless  wilderness,  occu- 
pied by  the  Indians  and  native  wild  animals. 

No  white  person  had  located  within  its  bor- 
ders, unless  we  give  the  credit  to  one  Amos 

Sottle,  who,  it  is  claimed,  located  and  erect- 
ed a  rude  shanty  at  the  mouth  of  Cattarau- 
gus Creek  in  the  year  1802.  But  as  he  was 

brought  up  by  and  had  always  lived  with 
the  Indians,  in  fact  married  and  was  living 
with  a  squaw  at  that  time,  could  not  Chief 
Cornplanter  or  some  other  noted  Indian 
chief  have  claimed  equal  distinction  as  be- 

ing the  pioneer  settler  of  this  county.  How- 
ever, there  is  no  contradiction  but  that  John 

Frew  and  Robert  Russell  were  the  first 
white  settlers  of  the  Town  of  Carroll  who 
came  here  in  the  spring  of  1808,  located  on 
lot  fifty-three,  erected  a  log  house  on  the 
plot  of  ground  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Sand- 
strom  in  the  Village  of  Frewsburg,  while 
George  W.  Fenton,  Sr.,  located  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Chadakoin  near  Levant  the  same 
spring;  built  a  log  cabin  and  during  the 
summer  made  a  small  clearing;  but,  the 
following  winter  was  urged  by  Mr.  Frew 
to  sell  out  and  locate  near  him,  so  as  to  be 
a  neighbor  which  he  did  by  disposing  of  his 
betterments  to  John  Arthur,  and  the  follow- 

ing spring,  1809,  moved  down  and  located 
on  lot  fifty-two,  erecting  a  log  house  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Conewango.  A  second 
consideration  for  this  change  was  that  at 
that  time  the  Conewango  Creek  served  as 
the  only  highway  in  going  to  and  from  War- 

ren, to  do  their  trading,  milling,  etc.,  thus 
cutting  off  many  miles  of  canoe  voyage. 
This  town  at  that  time  had  not  been  sur- 

veyed, but  during  that  summer  the  Holland 
Land  Company  whose  office  was  situated 
at  Batavia,  sent  on  a  surveyor  to  run  the 
town  off  into  lots,  Frew  and  Fenton  part 
of  the  time  assisting  as  axemen.  The  Sen- 

eca Indians  at  this  date  had  not  all  left 
their  village  on  the  Prendergast  Flats  and 
now  and  then  one  would  come  over  to  ex- 

change salt  for  corn-meal  with  the  whites. 
The  white  settlers  had  for  many  years  a 
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hard  time  in  trying  to  subdue  this  pathless 
forest  from  the  hand  of  nature.  Cattle, 
sheep  and  hogs  had  to  be  securely  yarded 
or  locked  in  the  barns  at  night,  as  bears 
and  wolves  were  plenty.  I  have  heard  my 
Grandmother  Fenton  relate  that  many  a 
time  while  at  her  work  she  would  hear  a 
wolf  howl  and  stepping  to  the  door  would 
discover  it  sitting  in  the  path  across  the 
creek  in  plain  view.  If  the  cattle  neglected 
to  come  up  at  about  the  usual  time  towards 
evening,  some  one  was  sent  to  find  and  drive 
them  in.  Grandmother  took  a  turn  at  this 
one  evening,  got  lost,  climbed  up  a  leaning 
tree,  that  had  in  its  fall  lodged  in  the  forks 
of  another,  and  sat  there  all  night.  Early 
next  morning,  hearing  the  toot  of  a  horn 
not  far  away,  she  came  down  from  her  perch 
and  was  soon  met  and  escorted  home. 

At  another  time  while  Mr.  Fenton  was 
absent  down  the  Allegheny  River  she  and 
a  girl  companion  concluded  to  visit  some 
friends  in  the  Village  of  Warren.  They  got 
rather  a  late  start  and  not  being  experi- 

enced canoeists,  dark  caught  them  at  the 
head  of  the  rapids.  They  could  not  conven- 

iently land  and  camp  over  night,  so  con- 
cluded to  drift  on.  There  was  a  good  stage 

of  water  at  the  time  and  the  canoe  flew  past 
rocks  and  other  projections  at  a  rapid  rate. 
They  came  near  being  upset  several  times, 
giving  them  a  bad  scare  before  they  dis- 

cerned the  flickering  lights  of  the  village. 
That  trip  satisfied  them  that  they  were  not 
experienced  pilots  over  the  rapids,  especial- 

ly on  a  dark  night. 
During  the  fall  of  1810  Benjamin  Covill 

settled  on  lot  two,  now  Kiantone,  having 
quite  a  family.  The  first  school  taught  in 
this  town  was  in  1813  by  Stephen  Rogers, 
two  miles  south  of  Frewsburg  on  lot  fifty- 
one,  at  a  small  settlement  called  Covilltown. 
Mr.  Fenton  afterwards  taught  there  three 
terms  in  succession,  Eliakim  and  Samuel 
Garfield  being  two  of  his  pupils.  Most  of 
the  scholars  attending  for  several  terms 
came  barefooted,  snow  or  no  snow.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  such  was  a  fact  as  I  have 
heard  my  father  state  that  he  was  sixteen 
years  old  before  he  had  his  first  pair  of 
boots.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  worn  (in  the 
place  of  shoes)  only  a  piece  of  pliable  leath- 

er, the  edges  bent  up  around  the  foot  and 
tied  over  the  top. 

Quite  a  portion  of  the  meadow  land  east 
of  the  present  buildings  on  my  farm  was 
cleared  off  winters.     My  father,   with  his 

boys  when  not  attending  school,  worked  at 
this  clearing  off  of  land,  the  summertime 
being  devoted  exclusively  to  putting  in,  at- 

tending to  and  harvesting  crops.  During 
the  summer  of  1825  John  Godfrey  put  up  the 
present  frame  house  on  the  farm  which  for 
several  years  was  known  and  kept  as  a 
hotel  by  Mr.  Fenton.  About  the  year  1830 
one,  John  Case,  made  a  beginning  on  Case 
Run.  The  Coveys  soon  thereafter  worked 
up  the  creek  and  located  on  middle  of  lot 
twenty-three,  erected  a  sawmill  and  manu- 

factured a  small  stock  of  lumber;  but  as 
good  pine  boards  were  bringing  at  that  time 
only  six  dollars  per  thousand  delivered  in 
Cincinnati,  they  became  discouraged  and 
sold  out  to  my  father  in  the  spring  of  1834, 
who  married  and  moved  up  into  the  wilder- 

ness, then  known  as  Covey  Gap. 

James  Cowan  had  taken  up  ninety-six 
acres  north  of  and  adjoining  the  Coveys 
the  spring  previous,  coming  from  Covilltown. 
The  Popes  soon  followed,  located  and  erect- 

ed a  saw  mill  on  the  premises  now  owned 
by  Henry  Harrington.  They  sold  out  and 
located  again  on  lot  fourteen,  erecting 
thereon  two  sawmills,  thus  changing  the 
name  of  the  valley  to  Pope  Hollow,  instead 
of  Covey  Gap.  Asa  Comstock  located  and 
erected  a  sawmill  on  lot  twenty-four;  lum- 

bering instead  of  farming  being  thought 
the  more  paying  business  till  after  the  year 
1850,  when  the  lever  stump  machine  made 
its  appearance.  The  highway  leading  east 
up  Case  Run  was  not  cut  out  to  the  county 
line  till  about  1843.  Up  to  this  time  the 
Indian  trail  served  as  a  highway,  leading 
through  the  gap,  down  Bone  Run  to  the 
river. 

The  wild  game  of  the  country  up  to  this 
time  had  not  been  materially  decreased 
either  by  hounding  or  still-hunting.  The 
first  piece  of  winter  wheat  harvested  by 
father  after  moving  onto  Case  Run,  was 

badly  tangled  down  by  a  flock  of  wild  tur- 
keys. James  Cowan  and  Truman  Com- 

stock were  considered  two  of  our  most  suc- 
cessful hunters  then  residing  in  the  eastern 

part  of  the  town,  while  Royal  Woodward 
and  Stephen  Newman  usually  met  with  fait 
success. 

James  Cowan  was  a  natural  hunter;  a 
genuine  still-hunter  either  on  snow  or  bare 
ground,  as  he  usually  succeeded  in  ap- 

proaching so  near  his  game  that  he  shot 
it  through  the  head  or  neck  while  it  lay  in 
its  bed.    Galucha  Wait  of  Poland  was  also 
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noted  as  a  keen  hunter.  Edmond  Wright  of 

Erie,  Pennsylvania,  came  down  to  father's 
in  1840  to  do  some  work,  (he  being  a  car- 

penter and  joiner  by  trade),  and  also  a 
splendid  shot  with  rifle  at  mark  and  small 
game.  There  came  a  good  snow  and  Mr. 
Wright  thought  he  would  go  out  and  kill  a 
deer.  He  hunted  them  all  he  wished  to  that 
winter,  getting  plenty  of  shots,  but  failed 
to  bring  in  any  venison.  The  next  winter  he 
was  again  on  hand  determined  to  redeem 
his  character  as  a  hunter,  but  met  with  no 
better  success.  Finally  he  came  in  one 
afternoon  and  was  informed  that  Mr.  Cowan 

had  gone  past  with  a  fine  doe.  "Well,"  said 
he,  "I  came  near  getting  one  today.  Shot 
at  its  head  and  cut  this  piece  out  of  its  ear 
(exhibiting  a  small  piece  of  hide.)  That 
evening  Mr.  Wright  went  clown  and  called 
upon  Mr.  Cowan  to  show  him  how  near  he 
came  to  getting  a  deer  and  to  make  his  story 
good  took  from  his  vest  pocket  the  small 

piece  of  a  deer's  ear  and  handed  it  to  Mr. 
Cowan  for  inspection.  The  old  hunter  took 
it,  looked  it  over  and  with  a  smile  on  his 

face,  said  to  Mr.  Wright,  "Yes,  yes,  I  had 
the  good  luck  to  kill  a  nice  deer  yesterday, 
leaving  its  head  where  I  dressed  it  and  today 
happened  to  pass  the  same  place  when  I 
discovered  that  some  person  had  been  there 
and  cut  a  small  piece  off  the  ear  of  the  head 
that  lay  there,  and  this  piece  will  just  fill 

o"ut  the  missing  notch."  Mr.  Wright  soon 
finished  up  his  hunting  for  the  winter  and 
returned  to  Erie  without  adding  to  his  suc- 

cess as  a  deer  slayer. 

CHARLES  E.  DODGE. 

A  sketch  of  the  career  of  Charles  E. 
Dodge  involves  a  portrait  of  a  man  who  is 
prominent  in  the  business,  fraternal  and 
political  life  of  his  community  and  county. 
Born  on  March  21,  1855,  in  the  Town  of 
Thurston,  Steuben  County,  this  state,  Mr. 
Dodge  became  a  resident  of  Frewsburg  in 
the  month  of  April,  1882.  Having  received 
a  common  school  education  Mr.  Dodge  came 
to  this  section  of  the  state  prepared  to  han- 

dle the  practical  affairs  of  life  and  in  that 
capacity  he  has  met  with  singular  success. 
He  continued  to  work  for  Halliday  &  Com- 

pany until  the  first  of  the  year  1880;  and 
after  giving  his  attention  to  some  other 
commercial  affairs,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  D.  J.  Hunt  in  1891,  the  firm  purchasing 
the  general  store  at  Frewsburg  of  Edward 

Scowden.  Fire  destroyed  that  property  in 
1890  and  later  he  associated  with  M.  T. 
Howard  under  the  firm  name  of  Dodge  & 

Howard  in  the  conduct  of  a  general  mer- 
chandise store.  During  the  intervening 

period,  the  interest  held  by  Mr.  Howard  was 
purchased  by  Edward  W.  Scowden  and 
the  firm  of  Dodge  &  Scowden  has  since 
conducted  one  of  the  largest  and  most  pros- 

perous houses  in  Southern  Chautauqua.  In 
addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Dodge 

is  a  factor  in  the  leading  commercial  en- 
terprises of  his  adopted  town. 

He  early  took  an  interest  in  politics  and  he 

CIIAHLES  E.  DODGE. 

became  affiliated  with  the  Republican  Par- 
ty. In  connection  with  his  activities  in  the 

Town  of  Carroll,  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Republican  County  Committee;  he  has 
served  several  terms  on  the  Frewsburg 
Board  of  Education;  he  was  nominated  as 
a  Supervisor  of  Carroll  in  the  fall  of  1885; 
he  was  re-elected  in  189G  and  again  during 
the  course  of  the  following  year.  It  was 

on  April  20,  1897,  that  Mr.  Dodge  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  of  Frewsburg,  and  as 

he  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of 
the  Poor,  he  resigned  the  Postmastership 
on  December  1,  1902,  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  latter  office  on  the  first  dav 



308 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

of  the  year.  In  fulfilling  the  duties  of  these 
several  offices,  whether  small  or  large,  Mr. 
Dodge  has  manifested  unfailing  courtesy  in 
his  dealing  with  the  public,  and  his  con- 

duct of  the  particular  positions  to  which 
he  has  been  elected,  has  met  the  approval 
of  the  most  conscientious.  He  is  today  one 

of  the  real  factors  in  the  political  and  pub- 
lic life  of  Chautauqua,  and  as  such  he  is 

entitled  to  the  admiration  of  those  who  re- 
spect the  success  of  the  ambitious  young 

man  who  has  realized  his  aspirations  in  the 
prime  of  his  manhood. 

Of  the  domestic  and  social  life  of  Mr. 

Dodge  this  sketch  can  speak  no  less  hap- 
pily. He  and  Miss  Nellie  C.  Paine  of  Corry, 

Pennsylvania,  were  united  in  marriage  on 
July  18,  1882;  but  she  died  on  May  31,  1886. 
Mr.  Dodge  and  Florence  R.  Scowden,  widow 
of  Frank  Scowden,  were  married  at  Frews- 
burg  on  February  12,  1888.  The  following 
children  are  the  other  members  of  the  fam- 

ily: William  E.  Dodge,  born  July  15.  1883; 
Florence  E.  Dodge,  born  January  5,  188G, 
and  died  on  August  17  of  the  same  year; 
Charles  W.  Dodge,  born  April  2G,  1889;  Alice 
M.  Dodge,  born  July  25,  1891,  and  who  died 
September  20  following. 
Having  reviewed  the  other  activities  of 

Mr.  Dodge,  his  popularity  with  his  townsmen 
and  his  prestige  in  this  section  may  be 
gleaned  from  his  membership  in  the  follow- 

ing fraternal  organiations:  Mt.  Moriah 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  No.  145; 
Western  Sun  Chapter,  No.  G7 ;  and  Knights 
Templar  Lodge,  No.  01,  of  Jamestown, 
New  York,  together  with  Ismalia  Temple, 
Order  of  Shriners,  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
also  a  charter  member  of  Frewsburg  Lodge, 
No.  789,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

JAMES  PARKER. 

James  Parker  was  born  in  the  Town  of 
Westfield,  Chautauqua  County,  December, 
18,  1818,  and  died  at  Frewsburg,  New  York, 
September  21,  1803.  His  father,  James  Par- 

ker, was  a  tanner  of  Southbury,  Massachus- 
etts, who  in  1807  married  Charlotte  Eaton, 

a  sister  of  the  late  David  Eaton  of  Portland, 
New  York,  and  a  descendant  of  Jonas  Eaton 
who  came  to  Massachusetts  from  Wales  in 
1G40.  In  1808  the  elder  James  Parker  and 
his  wife  emigrated  to  Westfield  where  he 
established  the  first  tannery  in  the  county. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  Maria 

and  Louisa  being  older  than  James,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Maria  became  the 
wife  of  Captain  Josiah  Wheeler  and  Louisa 
married  George  Bartlett,  both  of  Frewsburg, 
New  York.    Both  died  in  early  life. 

In  1821  the  family  removed  to  Carroll  and 
took  up  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  then  almost  a  wilderness.  Some  years 
afterward  Mr.  Parker  opened  a  store  in  the 
nearby  village  now  called  Frewsburg  and 
lived  here  until  his  death  in  1838,  serving 
for  a  number  of  years  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.    His  wife  died  in  1843. 
The  son,  James  Parker,  received  a  com- 

mon school  education  which  he  supplemented 
by  private  study  until  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  qualified  himself  to  teach,  an  occupation 

JAMES  PARKER. 

which  he  followed  with  distinguished  suc- 
cess in  both  select  and  district  schools  for 

a  number  of  years.  He  early  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  his  townsmen  and  when  a 
young  man  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
an  office  he  held  almost  continually  until 
his  death.  He  was  also  Superintendent  of 
Schools  for  his  district  for  a  number  of 

years,  and  a  county  Supervisor,  being  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  for  two  years.  In  1859 

he  was  appointed  with  Hon.  Ward  Hunt 
of  Utica  and  Hon.  Isaac  Dayton  of  New  York 

City  "on  a  commission  to  settle  some  import- 
ant claims  against  the  state  at  Dannemora. 

In  18G0  he  was  one  of  the  Republican  Presi- 
dential Electors  who  cast  the  vote  of  New 

York   State   for  Lincoln   and   Hamlin.  In 
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1861  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Washing- 

ton, a  position  he  held  at  his  death. 
It  was  in  the  field  of  journalism,  however, 

that  Mr.  Parker  made  the  reputation  by 
which  he  is  chiefly  remembered.  He  early 
showed  a  taste  for  controversial  writing 
highly  favored  by  the  troublous  times  in 
which  his  manhood  years  were  cast,  and 
his  first  contributions  appeared  in  the  May- 
ville  Sentinel,  then  edited  by  Beman  Brock- 
way.  The  earnestness  of  his  convictions 
and  the  radicalism  of  his  opposition  to  the 
extension  of  slavery,  coupled  with  great 
facility  in  composition,  pungency  of  expres- 

sion, and  a  remarkable  vigor  of  style  drew 
him  naturally  into  the  journalistic  field  at 
a  time  when  every  country  newspaper  was 
a  forum  for  heated  debate.  A  Democrat  of 
the  school  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  he 
left  his  party  when  the  great  break  at  the 
north  began  in  1848,  and  threw  himself  en- 

thusiastically into  the  Free  Soil  movement. 
Henceforth  he  was  a  Free  Soiler  and  later 
a  Republican,  while  with  prolific  pen  he 
urged  the  doctrines  of  these  parties. 

In  1854  the  Northern  Citizen,  a  radical 
Free  Soil  paper,  was  merged  into  the  Chau- 

tauqua Democrat,  and  Mr.  Parker  became 
the  editor.  At  once  he  took  high  rank 
among  the  country  press  and  bore  an  active 
part  in  the  political  warfare  of  the  years 
that  followed.  His  strong  opinions  and  the 
caustic  vigor  with  which  he  urged  them 
made  him  at  once  the  best  loved  and  best 
hated  editor  in  Western  New  York.  Hold- 

ing views  not  infrequently  in  advance  of 
those  of  the  majority  of  his  party,  he  advo- 

cated them  with  such  force  and  fearless- 
ness and  so  stamped  them  with  his  strong 

individuality  that  he  exerted  a  wide  and 
powerful  influence.  It  was  of  this  part  of 
his  career  that  the  late  Hon.  Reuben  E.  Fen- 
ton,  who  of  all  his  friends  perhaps  knew 
him  best,  said: 

"It  was  his  thoughtfulness  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  philosophy,  literature  and  politics 

which  attracted  the  attention  of  those  who 
knew  him;  he  never  talked  like  a  learned, 
but  always  like  an  independent  man;  he 
never  wrote  with  classical  elegance  and 
scholarship,  but  he  wrote  with  an  intelli- 

gent, bold,  and  fearless  pen.  He  took  high 
rank  as  a  journalist  and  at  the  close  of  his 
editorial  career  had  won  enviable  distinc- 

tion. He  possessed  a  clear  and  vigorous  in- 
tellect. He  was  enterprising  and  independ- 

ent, and  while  his  quick  perception  and  rapid 
purpose  sometimes  led  him  to  error,  he  was 
bound  by  no  formula  of  policy  in  the  utter- 

ance of  what  he  considered  right.  He  was 
seldom  wrong,  but  when  so  and  convinced 
of  it,  the  retraction  was  quick  and  ample 

as  the  advocacy  had  been  powerful  and  de- 
termined. He  did  not  care  much  for  author- 

ity, was  seldom  bound  by  precedents  because 
they  were  precedents,  and  never  seemed  to 
value  his  own  opinions  more  because  others 
thought  in  the  same  way.  He  broke  away 
from  the  precedent  and  usage  and  restraints 
of  party  and  society  with  little  effort.  In 
politics  as  well  as  upon  all  topics  which 
agitated  society  he  was  in  favor  of  the 

most  rigid  justice  and  truth." 
In  18G2,  after  Mr.  Parker's  appointment 

as  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, he  resigned  the  editorship  of 

the  Democrat,  but  kept  up  a  vigorous  cor- 
respondence from  Washington  for  that  pa- 

per and  the  Dunkirk  Journal,  in  which  he 
continued  to  enforce  his  political  views.  The 
deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  welfare  of  the 
soldiers,  particularly  those  from  this  coun- 

ty, led  him  to  make  frequent  visits  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  many  ser- 

vices his  influence  enabled  him  to  render 
to  the  men  in  the  ranks  are  gratefully  re- 
membered. 

While  at  home  during  the  summer  recess 
of  Congress  in  18G3  he  was  attacked  by  an 
illness  not  thought  to  be  serious  until  the 
supervention  of  a  sudden  affection  of  the 
heart,  from  which  he  died  on  September 
21,  1863,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  life. 

In  1838  Mr.  Parker  married  Sabra  How- 
ard, daughter  of  Luther  Howard  of  Frews- 

burg,  New  York,  who  with  two  sons  ana 
two  daughters  survived  him. 

Mrs.  Parker  was  born  in  Ludlow,  Ver- 
mont, in  1818,  and  in  1825  came  with  her 

parents  to  Chautauqua  County.  Throughout 
the  active  part  Mr.  Parker  took  in  the  in-> 
tellectual,  moral  and  political  movements 
of  his  time,  he  was  aided  by  the  intelligent 
sympathy  and  encouragement  of  his  wife, 
who  possessed  a  very  cheerful,  charitable 
nature  and  a  rare  gift  for  making  and  keep- 

ing friends.  She  died  at  Jamestown  in  189G, 
retaining  until  almost  the  last  her  active 
interest  in  the  events  and  ideas  of  her  time. 

Of  the  children,  Silas  W.  Parker  is  now 
living  in  Buffalo;  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  L.  Hall  of  Jamestown,  and  Felicia 
Grace  married  John  A.  Hall,  Jr.,  now  of 
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Boulder,  Colorado.  Temple  A.  Parker 
died  in  Frewsburg  in  1878  just  at  the  begin- 

ning of  a  promising  political  career.  Two 
other  children,  James  and  Martin,  died  in 
early  childhood,  before  their  father. 

TEMPLE    A.  PARKER. 

Temple  Austin  Parker  was  born  in  Frews- 
burg, New  York,  December  4,  1850,  and  died 

at  the  same  place  September  25,  1878.  He 
was  the  youngest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Parker,  his  father  being  a  writer  of 
much  influence  and  reputation  during  the 
decade  before  the  Civil  War  and  for  a  num- 

ber of  years  widely  known  as  the  editor  of 
the  Chautauqua  Democrat.    His  father  died 

TEMPLE  A.  PARKER. 

when  Temple  was  twelve  years  old,  leaving 
the  family  in  but  moderate  circumstances 
and  making  it  necessary  for  the  boy  to  be 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  After  at- 

tending district  and  select  school  in  Frews- 
burg, supplemented  by  a  term  at  the  James- 
town Union  School,  Mr.  Parker  at  the  age 

of  sixteen  became  a  page  in  the  Assembly 
at  Albany  where  he  remained  three  years. 
For  two  years  after  this  he  filled  positions 
in  the  New  York  Postoffice  and  Custom 
House,  resigning  these  to  enter  commercial 
business  at  Corry,  Pennsylvania.  In  1873 
he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  drug 
and  grocery  trade  at  his  native  place,  a 
business  which  he  carried  on  with  marked 
pecuniary  success  until  his  death. 

Possessed  of  great  ambition  and  energy 
and  inheriting  from  his  father  a  marked  apt- 

itude for  public  affairs  he  readily  turned  his 
attention  to  politics.  Whatever  he  under- 

took he  prosecuted  with  his  whole  soul,  and 
he  soon  attracted  to  him  a  band  of  friends 
and  followers  eager  to  assist  him  to  political 
preferment.  In  187C  and  for  the  two  suc- 

ceeding years  he  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  Town  of  Carroll  on  the  Board  of  Su- 

pervisors, and  in  1877  he  was  elected  to  the 
Assembly  as  the  Republican  nominee  in  the 
Second  District  of  the  county. 
Though  the  youngest  member  of  the  As- 

sembly, in  previous  experience  in  that  body 
as  a  page,  his  industry  and  his  excellent 
political  judgment  gave  him  early  a  promi- 

nent position  at  Albany  and  he  was  re- 
nominated by  his  party  the  next  year  by 

acclamation.  The  day  after  the  nominating 
convention  he  was  stricken  with  fever  and 
died  at  Frewsburg  after  an  illness  of  about 
ten  days,  on  September  25,  1878,  being  not 

yet  twenty-eight  years  old. 
In  1874  Mr.  Parker  married  Effle  E.  Wheel- 

er, only  daughter  of  Josiah  H.  Wheeler  of 
Frewsburg,  who  survives  him. 

JOHN  VENMAN. 

John  Venman  is  one  of  those  vigorous 
Scandanavians  whose  success  in  his  adopt- 

ed country  has  been  marked.  He  was  born 
in  Wannas,  Sweden,  September  2G,  1848; 
coming  to  this  country  during  the  middle 
period  of  his  boyhood,  Mr.  Venman  was 
privileged  to  receive  the  education  afforded 
by  the  district  and  Union  Schools  of  Frews- 

burg. Passing  from  school  into  the  hustling 
affairs  of  the  world,  Mr.  Venman  at  once 
showed  that  determination  which  has  made 
him  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the 
town  of  Carroll.  During  the  year  1871,  he 
commenced  work  as  a  foreman  and  sub- 

contractor in  constructing  portions  of  the 
Dunkirk,  Allegheny  Valley  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad;  it  was  in  1882,  that  he  opened  a 

general  store  and  since  that  time  commer- 
cial success  has  been  his,  his  Frewsburg 

store  now  being  one  of  the  best  known  in 
that  section  of  the  country. 

Having  met  with  a  measure  of  business 

success,  Mr.  Venman  married  Jennie  Eliza- 
beth Johnson,  daughter  of  Andrew  Johnson, 

at  Jamestown,  November  9,  1875.  They 
have  four  children:  Milton  E.,  Ester,  who 
married  Glen  A.  Brand  and  resides  at  Oil 
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City,  Pennsylvania;  Lillie,  married  to  Ever- 
ett Nobbs  and  living  at  Farmington,  Penn- 

sylvania, together  with  younger  children, 
Alice  and  Everett  Dodge. 

Residing  in  Carroll  and  conducting  a  suc- 
cessful general  store  all  these  years,  it  is 

natural  that  Mr,  Venman  became  interest- 
ed in  Republican  politics.  His  townsmen 

recognized  his  business  ability  and  in  1888 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Frewsburg 
Board  of  Education.  This  was  the  stepping 
stone,  and  in  1891  he  became  a  member  of 

the  Board  of  Supervisors,  representing  Car- 
roll on  that  body  until  1893;  he  was  re- 

elected in  1898  and  he  has  continued  to  rep- 
resent his  adopted  town  in  the  County  Leg- 

islature. At  the  time  of  this  writing  he  is 
Postmaster  of  Frewsburg,  a  federal  position 
which  he  has  held  since  1902. 

Mr.  Venman  has  served  as  Commander 
of  the  Stillwater  Tent  of  Maccabees;  and 
altogether  his  business,  political  and  fra- 

ternal activities  combine  to  make  him  a 
representative  citizen. 



CHARLOTTE. 

BY  OBED  EDSON. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  Town  of 

Charlotte,  was  made  in  the  northwest- 

ern part,  known  as  the  Pickett  neigh- 
borhood. John  Pickett  April  i,  1809, 

being  then  unmarried,  settled  on  lot 

sixty-two  and  built  upon  the  bank  of 
the  Pickett  brook  a  log  house,  the  first 

in  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Spencer- 
town,  Columbia  County,  New  York, 

June  20,  1789.    He  afterwards  removed 

JOHN  PICKETT. 
First  settler  of  the  Town  of  Charlotte. 

to  Chenango  County  and  February  23, 

1809,  came  to  Chauauqua  County.  His 
brother  Daniel  Pickett  and  his  family 

settled  upon  lot  sixty-three,  built  a  cab- 
in and  moved  into  it  in  the  fall.  His 

brother-in-law,  Arva  O.  Austin,  and 
wife,  the  same  year  moved  into  a  log 

house  that  he  had  built  upon  lot  sixty- 
three.  Abel  Prior  and  Taylor  Gregg 

took  up  land  in  the  south  part  of  lot  six- 

ty-two, but  did  not  remain  during  the 
winter.  January  25,  1810,  was  born 
Phoebe  daughter  of  Arva  O.  Austin, 
the  first  white  child.  She  married  Adin 

Wait.  John  Cleland,  Jr.,  in  March,  1810, 

took  up  land  on  lot  fifty-four  In  Sep- 

tember Mrs.  Joseph  Arnold  then  re- 
siding in  the  Pickett  settlement  died. 

The  next  day  her  sister  Jerusha  Barris 
died.  They  were  burried  in  one  grave, 
on  the  farm  once  owned  by  Chauncey 

Pierpont  on  lot  sixty-two.  These  were 
the  first  deaths  in  the  town.  In  March, 

181 1,  Nathan  and  Oliver  Cleland,  broth- 
ers of  John  Cleland,  Jr.,  and  in  the  fall 

Samuel,  another  brother  with  their 

father,  John  Cleland,  settled  on  lot  fifty- 
four.  In  181 1,  Moses  Cleland  was  mar- 

ried to  Sally  Anderson  by  Rev.  John 

Spencer.  This  was  the  first  marriage. 

Joel  Burnell  in  181 1  settled  upon  lot 

forty-six,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  He  was  the  father  of  Madison 

and  Ransom  Burnell,  eminent  lawyers, 

who  were  both  born  in  the  town  of  Char- 

lotte. Among  other  settlers  in  this  part 
who  have  left  descendants  here,  were 

Freeman  Ellis,  Edward  Dalrymple,  Eli- 
akim  Barnum  ,  Jacob  Hall,  James 

Cross,  David  Ames  and  Caleb  Clark. 

Orton,  son  of  Caleb,  was  Surrogate  of 
the  County  from  i8j8  to  18^2  inclusive. 

John  B.  Cardot  from  France  settled  in 

this  part  of  the  town.  He  was  follow- 
ed by  other  families  from  that  country. 
Charlotte  Center  was  first  settled  by 

Robert  W.  Seaver  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 

olution. His  son  Randolph  W.  and 

grandson  Corydon  have  been  supervis- 
ors of  the  town.       In   the   spring  of 
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1809,  Mr.  Seaver  and  Barna  Edson 

selected  ninety  acres  of  lot  thirty-sev- 

en. The  same  spring-  William  De- 
vine  settled  upon  the  west  part  of 

lot  twenty-nine,  where  he  built  the 
first  building  at  the  Center.  (  )liver 
Gilmour,  Daniel  Jackson  and  Aaron 
Seaver  were  early  settlers.  Stephen 

Lyman,  brother-in-law  of  Major  Sin- 
clear,  settled  near  the  Center.  In  181 1 

Barney  Cole  died  and  was  hurried  at 

the  Center.  He  was  the  first  male  per- 
son who  died  in  the  town.  At  an  early 

day  a  shop  was  built  there  on  Mill  Creek 
by  Edward  Landas,  for  wool  carding 
and  cloth  dressing,  which  was  later  used 

as  a  pail  and  wood  mill  factory,  and 

turning  shop.  About  1817,  the  first 
saw  mill  was  built  there.  In  1869  a 

steam  saw  mill  was  erected  by  Addison 
Lake  and  Edwin  Tuttle.  About  185 1 

Joseph  Landas  built  and  opened  the  first 
store  at  the  Center  although  others  had 

for  brief  periods  sold  limited  amounts 
of  merchandise.  In  1821  Nathan  Lake 

and  his  brother  Calvin  from  New  Eng- 
land settled  east  of  the  Center.  Their 

brothers,  Daniel  B.  and  Luther  Lake, 
in  1826  settled  in  what  became  the 

"Lake  Settlement."  Freeman  Lake 
came  later.  The  Lake  brothers  without 

exception  were  men  of  character  and  in- 
telligence. They  and  their  descendants 

have  been  leading  and  influential  citi- 

zens. Nathan  Lake  was  the  first  Super- 

visor elected  in  1830.  Allen  A.  Steph- 
ens, son-in-law  of  Nathan  Lake;  Edwin 

F.  Lake,  son,  and  Horace  E.  Kimbel, 

son-in-law  of  Daniel  B.  Lake  and  Henry 
C.  Lake,  son  of  Calvin,  have  all  been 

Supervisors.  Henry  C.  Lake,  during 
two  terms,  was  a  Member  of  Assembly 

from  Chautauqua  County  and  his  son 

Clarence  H.  Lake,  Sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty. Hon.  John  Woodward,  his  nephew, 

a  grandson  of  Calvin  Lake,  was  born 

at  Charlotte  Center  and  is  now  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court.    Arthur  C. 

*Sinclairville  was  originially  called  Sinclearville  until 

Wade,  the  distinguished  lawyer,  and 
Charles  L.  Webster,  the  distinguished 

publisher,  (made  a  "Knight  of  the  Or- 
der of  Pius  VII"  by  the  Pope)  were 

both  born  at  Charlotte  Center.  Thom- 

as J.  Allen,  while  residing  at  Charlotte 
Center,  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in 

1837.  Hugh  Harper  of  County  Done- 
gal, Ireland,  in  1838  setiled  about  a  mile 

south  of  that  place.  He  died  at  the 

age  of  ninety-six  leaving  many  descend- 
ants. His  brother,  William,  came  from 

Ireland  a  few  years  later  and  settled  in 

NATHAN  LAKE. 
First  Supervisor  of  the  town  of  Charlotte. 

the  town,  where  he  has  numerous  de- 
scendants. The  population  of  Charlotte 

Center  in  1875  was  one  hundred  twenty. 
*Sinclairville  was  next  settled  on  the 

20th  of  June,  1809.  John  Pickett  of 
the  Pickett  settlement  piloted  a  party 

of  pioneers  down  Mill  Creek  to  Cassa- 
daga.  Here  he  felled  a  tree  to  enable 

the  party  to  cross  the  stream.  After 

pointing  out  the  way  through  the  woods 
that  led  to  the  Smiley  settlement  in 
Ellery,  he  returned  to  his  home.  No 

white  man  of  whom  we  have  any  account 

had  visited  the  place  now  Sinclairville 

out  1869  when  it  was  changed  to  Sinclairville 
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prior  to  Mr.  Pickett,  except  the  sur- 

veyors of  the  Holland  Company.  Sin- 
clairville  derives  its  name  from  Major 
Samuel  Sinclear.  He  was  a  soldier  of 

the  Revolution  and  belonged  to  a  cel- 
ebrated family  of  New  Hampshire. 

Among  other  distinguished  relatives 

he  had  as  a  near  kinsman  Joseph  Cilley, 
United  States  Senator  from  New 

Hampshire.  He  was  also  a  kinsman 
of  Governor  B.  F.  Butler  of  Massa- 

chusetts, and  uncle  of  John  G.  Sin- 

clear,  a  distinguished  orator  and  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  New  Hampshire. 

til  their  log  house  was  completed.  In 
the  fall  of  1810  Mr.  Sinclear  cut  a  wagon 
road  from  Fredonia  to  Sinclearville, 

the  first  opened  into  the  central  part  of 

the  county.  October  22,  1810,  his  fam- 
ily which  included  his  step  sons  Obed 

and  John  ,M.  Edson,  arrived.  During 
the  summer  of  1810  he  erected  a  saw 

mill,  and  in  the  fall  a  frame  dwelling. 

It  was  for  many  years  the  village  tav- 
ern. In  181 1  he  built  a  grist  mill.  Each 

of  these  buildings  was  the  first  of  its 
kind  erected  in  the  eastern  and  central 

part  of  the  county. 

FX  K  ST  FRAME  BUILDING  ERECTED  IN  SIN  CLAIR  VI  I.  EE   AS  IT  APPEARED  JULY  4.  1876. 

Fvom  a  pen  sketch  made  by  John  M.  Edson  2nd. 

Having  purchased  lot  forty-one  which 
embraces  the  land  where  the  village  is 

situated,  in  Novmber,  1809,  commenc- 
ed settlement  by  causing  the  body  of 

a  log  house  to  be  built  in  the  woods 
at  the  intersection  of  the  roads  now 

leading  from  Sinclairville,  the  one  to 
Charlotte  Center,  and  the  other  to 

Cherry  Creek.  In  March,  1810,  he,  his 

son  John,  and  William  Berry  and  fam- 
ily and  Chauncey  Andrus  arrived  at 

this  log  house,  the  snow  then  lying 

deep  over  the  ground.  They  occupied 
for  two  days  and  two  nights  a  wigwam 

made  of  poles  and  hemlock  boughs,  un- 

Nathaniel  Johnson  a  Revolutionary 

soldier,  came  to  Sinclairville  from  Mad- 
ison County  in  1814.  His  son  Forbes 

for  many  years  a  resident  here,  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  in  1844. 

His  daughter  Hannah  married  Syl- 
vanus  L.  Henderson  who  settled  in 

Sinclairville  November  26,  1816.  Dr. 

W.  W.  Henderson  born  in  Sinclair- 

ville and  formerly  collector  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Revenue  for  the  Twenty- 

seventh  Revenue  district  is  his  son. 

Forbes  Johnson  and  John  M.  Edson 
constructed  the  first  tannery  and  built 

a  grist  mill  at  Sinclairville  early.  John 
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M.  Edson  was  often  Supervisor  of  the 

town,  and  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas.  Dr.  Henry  Sargent  was 

the  earliest  postmaster.  The  mails 

were  first  carried  through  Sinclairville 

by  Sampson  Crooker  the  father  of  Hon. 

George  A.  S.  Crooker.  He  went 

through  once  a  week  on  foot.  William 

Heppner  settled  in  the  village  in  1853. 
He  was  the  first  German  to  come.  He 

was  followed  by  many  of  that  national- 
ity. 

Samuel  Sinclear  and  Jonathan  Hedg- 
es were   the   first   innkeepers ;  Elias 

OHED  ZIiSOX.Ist. 

Wheeler,  John  Love.  Jams  B.  Rice, 
Levi  F.  Harrison,  Henry  Sylvester  and 
William  H.  Rice  were  later  and  well- 

known  ones.  Darwin  Rice  is  the  pres- 
ent hotel  keeper.  Stages  were  first  run 

from  Fredonia  to  Jamestown  by  Obed 
Edson,  brother  of  John  M.  Edson  and 

Reuben  Scott  about  1827.  Subsequent- 
ly the  line  was  extended  to  Warren, 

Pennsylvania,  by  Obed  Edson.  In  1832 
a  school  house  was  built.  Schools  hav- 

ing been  previously  kept  in  the  first  log 

house  built  in  the  village  above  men- 
tioned, and  in  a  school  house  built  in 

1816  in  Gerry  but  within  the  village 
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corporation.  Early  in  1849  Sinclair- 
ville was  made  a  station  on  the  tele- 

graph line  leading  from  Fredonia  to 

Pittsburg,  nearly  the  first  telegraph  sta- 
tion established  in  the  county.  In  1852 

the  Fredonia  and  Sinclairville  plank 
road  was  constructed  from  Fredonia 

through  Sinclairville  to  Ellicott.  It  was 

built  principally  through  the  exertions 
of  the  people  here.  Perez  Dewey  was 

its  largest  stockholder  and  first  Presi- 
dent. Obed  Edson  surveyed  the  road. 

This  plank  road  contributed  to  the 

growth  of  the  village  and  was  a  bene- 
fit to  the  outlaying  country. 

Such  importance  as  Sinclairville  has 
had  as  a  village  since  it  was  settled  has 

been  chiefly  due  to  the  enterprise  and 

character  of  its  merchants.  It  is  cen- 

trally situated  in  a  good  dairying  coun- 
try, a  fair  distance  from  other  villages 

and  has  been  many  years  the  center 
of  a  considerable  amount  of  trade.  The 

first  merchant  was  Abraham  Winsor. 

He  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  1778.  married  Sophia  Bigelow, 

the  sister  of  Fanny,  the  wife  of  Major 

Samuel  Sinclear.  He  came  from  Madi- 

son County  and  in  1813  built  an  asherv 
not  far  from  the  town  line  on  Railroad 

avenue  where  the  old  mill  pond  was 

afterward  made  and  in  181 5  built  and 

opened  a  store  in  nearly  the  same  place 

in  what  is  now  the  dwelling  of  Linn 

Westley.  In  early  years  he  transported 
down  the  Cassadaga  in  canoes  the  pot 
ashes  he  received  for  his  goods,  and 
thence  down  the  .Allegany  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  received  in  exchange,  flour, 

tobacco,  nails,  glass  and  other  mer- 
chandise. 

The  progress  of  settlement  of  the  vil- 
lage and  surrounding  country  was  slow, 

however,  until  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  CanaL  There  was  but  little  sale 

for  goods  until  1824.  when  Walter 

Smith  and  George  A.  French,  of  Dun- 
kirk opened  a  store  at  Sinclairville. 
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Considerable  trade  was  the  result.  This 

and  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  gave 
a  new  impetus  to  settlement.  Their 

store  was  built  upon  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Park  Streets,  on  the  site  of  the 

Grange  buildings.  Joy  Handy  succeed- 
ed them.  Levi  Risley  and  Judge  John  M. 

Barbour  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
clerks  in  this  store.  In  1828,  Walter 

Chester  came.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  of  Caz- 

enovia,  his  partner,  furnished  the  capi- 
tal. They  occupied  the  building  that 

had  been  used  by  Smith  and  French. 

Mr.  Chester  in  1832  built  a  dwelling 
then  the  finest  in  the  town.  This  was 

owned  by  C.  J.  Allen  at  his  decease  and 

tive  in  promoting  the  building  of  the 
railroad  of  which  he  was  a  director,  the 

school,  public  library  and  improvement 

of  the  cemetery.  He  was  long  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  respective  Boards  of  Trus- 

tees of  these  public  institutions.  He 
carried  on  an  extensive  and  successful 

business  until  1851  when  Mr.  Allen  re- 
sumed trade  here  and  Mr.  Langworthy 

purchased  the  Methodist  parsonage  on 
the  site  of  the  drug  store  of  Jay  Bargar 

and  traded  ten  years.  In  1862  he  pur- 
chased the  store  on  the  old  corner  of 

Mr.  Allen  and  resumed  trade  there. 

The  following  merchants  conducted 
business  there  after  Mr.  Langworthy: 

MAIN  STREET,  SINCLAIHVILLE  IN  1876. 

now  by  Obed  Edson."  Mr.  Chester  was 
successful  and  made  in  trade  at  that 

early  day  at  Sinclairville  fourteen  thous- 
and dollars.  In  1835  'ie  s°hl  out  and  re- 

moved to  Dunkirk.  He  was  succeeded 

by  Thomas  J.  Allen  and  he  by  Bela 
Tracy.  In  1843  Caleb  J.  Allen  went 

into  possession.  The  old  familiar  yel- 
low store  that  had  stood  so  many  years 

on  the  corner  was  now  divided  into 

parts  and  moved  to  different  places  in 
the  village  and  a  new  store  built  in  its 

place  by  Mr.  Allen.  He  continued  in 
trade  until  the  fall  of  1846  when  he  was 

succeeded  by  Alonzo  Langworthy.  '  Mr. 
Langworthy  was  a  leading  citizen,  ac- 

Charles  Danforth,  Thompson  &  Cha- 

fee,  Thompson  &  Lapham,  Alonzo  Put- 
nam, Putnam  &  Cummings  and  John 

H.  Cummings. 

The  next  store  was  erected  by  Perez 

Dewey  at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and 

Edson's  Lane.  Mr.  Dewey  was  born 
in  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  December 

18,  1792.  He  was  early  a  peddler  of 
small  notions  which  he  carried  in  a  tin 

trunk.  When  his  business  sufficiently 

improved  he  carried  his  wares  in  two 

hand  trunks,  then  he  procured  a  horse 

and  wagon,  and  added  dry  goods  and 
tin  ware  to  his  stock,  and  for  many 
years  made  an  annual  circuit   of  the 
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county  and  became  known  to  almost 

every  woman  and  child  along  his  route. 
At  length  Mr.  Dewey  established  a  sort 
of  headquarters  with  Mr.  Beebe  near 

Cassadaga,  where  he  shipped  goods 
and  replenished  his  stock.  About  1830 
he  and  Joseph  Sinclear  commenced 
trade  in  a  building  on  Main  Street. 

While  thus  engaged  he  built  a  substan- 

tial store  (now  George  Wood's  steam 
grist  mill)  which  he  first  occupied  in 

January,  1834.  Here  he  did  an  exten- 
sive business  selling  largely  on  credit. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  a  bachelor,  devoted  to 
his  own  affairs  and  well  known  for  his 

peculiarities.  Although  extremely  eco- 
nomical, he  was  an  honest  man  and  re- 

spected citizen.  In  the  spring  of  1851 
having  become  the  most  wealthy  man  in 

the  town,  he  retired  from  active  busi- 

ness. He  was  succeeded  by  bis  nephew. 

John  Dewey.  The  old  Dewey  stand  has 

since  been  occupied  as  a  drug  store 

and  later  by  a  steam  grist  mill. 
In  1845  Mr.  Brown  erected  at  the 

corner  of  Main  and  Lester  Streets,  a 

store,  the  first  brick  building  in  Sin- 
clairville.  Nelson  Mitchell  laid  the 

bricks  and  built  the  store.  Near  it  later 

he  erected  a  brick  dwelling.  The  first 

firm  to  occupy  the  store  was  P.  and  J. 

Rathbone  in  1845.  They  were  succeed- 

ed by  E.  T.  Brown  &  Company,  (Hen- 
derson), Nelson  Mitchell  purchased 

Henderson's  interest.  This  firm  was 
followed  by  Mitchell,  Brunson  and 

Rathbone.  John  M.  Brunson  came 

next,  then  Nelson  Mitchell,  who  was 

followed  by  Mitchell,  Sheldon  (R.  E.) 
and  Danforth  (C.  L.)  Nelson  Mitchell 

was  next  again  in  trade,  then  the  firm 

of  Putnam  &  Thompson.  This  was  suc- 

ceeded by  Alonzo  Putnam,  and  he  by 
Edwin  Williams,  when  for  about  six 

months  Fred  Trusler  and  I).  I!.  Dorsett 

were  in  trade  as  Trusler  &  Company, 
after  which   Edwin   Williams  resumed 

trade.  Mr.  Williams  occupied  the  store 
in  all  about  thirteen  years. 

R.  E.  Sheldon  was  long  the  leading 
merchant  and  business  man  of  later 

years.  He  built  the  brick  store  on 
Main  street  now  occupied  by  his  son 

B.  T.  Sheldon.  Among  other  well- 
known  traders  of  early  days  were  Davis 

A.  Havens,  Job  Smith,  A.  Z.  Madison, 
David  Forbes  and  A.  G.  Dow,  dealers  in 

tin  and  hardware,  later  a  Senator  repre- 
senting Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus 

counties.  Of  the  hardware  dealers  Reed 

&  Reynolds  were  for  many  years  the 

DR  GEOKGE  S.  HARBISON. 

leading  firm.  John  T.  and  William 
Spear  were  also  wellknown  hardware 

dealers.  Emory  O.  Bargar  and  Zar- 
dius  Phillips  were  the  first  to  establish 
drug  stores  in  the  village.  Charles 
Smith  was  the  first  shoemaker.  Ches- 

ter Wilson,  father  of  W.  Thomas  Wil- 

son, (long  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 

lawyer  of  the  village)  was  the  first  sad- 
dler and  harnessmaker,  A  hat  store 

was  established  as  early  as  1835  by  S. 
and  William  Griffith.  The  first  school 
was  taught  by  William  Gilmour  in  the 
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winter  of  1811-T2,  in  the  log  house 
erected  in  1809  by  Mr.  Sinclear. 

Dr.  Orange  Y.  Campbell  and  Henry 

Sargent  were  the  first  physicians.  Drs. 
William  Copp,  Henry  B.  Hedges,  J.  E. 
Kimbell,  Gilbert  Richmond  and  George 

S.  Harrison  of  a  later  period  were  for 

many  years  practicing  phySijians  of 
Sinclairville.  Dr.  George  S.  Harrison 

was  widely  known  in  the  profession 

through  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  New  York,  in  1810. 
Came  to  Chautauqua  County  in  1825, 

where  for  forty-four  years  he  practiced 
medicine.  He  was  an  excellent  and 

popular  physician,  a  man  of  ability  and 
force  of  character.  He  was  an  influen- 

tial citizen  of  the  county,  a  leading 

Democrat  and  for  three  years  a  Super- 
visor of  the  town. 

Benjamin  L.  Harrison,  his  son,  is  a 
wellknown  citizen  of  Dunkirk,  was 

many  years  in  the  service  of  the  Dun- 
kirk, Allegany  Valley  and  Pittsburg 

Railroad,  was  formerly  an  Alderman 

and  is  now  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 

Dunkirk.  He  married  Lucy,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Abner  Putnam,  an  early  citizen 

of  the  county.  They  have  one  son, 

Louis  P.,  assistant  purchasing  agent  of 
the  American  Locomotive  company. 

George  M.,  their  eldest  son,  a  physician, 
died  in  1887. 

Dr.  H.  P.  Hall  and  Allen  A.  Stevens 

were  prominent  physicians  of  a  still  lat- 
er period.  Drs.  George  F.  Smith  and 

Charles  Cleland,  both  educated  at  the 

Sinclairville  Union  School  are  the  pres- 
ent wellknown  physicians  of  the  village. 

The  first  religious  meeting  in  the  town 
was  held  October  22,  181 1,  by  that 

early  missionary,  Rev.  John  Spencer,  in 

the  first  log  house  built  by  Major  Sin- 
clear.  Rev.  Asa  Turner,  a  Baptist 

preacher,  was  an  early  missionary  here. 
The  first  religious  society  organized  in 

the  town  was  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

in  1 81 2.    For  many  years  commencing 

in  1820  meetings  were  regularly  held  by 
the  Christians  or  Unitarians.  Revs. 

Jospeh  Bailey  and  Oliver  Barr  are  well 

remembered  preachers  of  that  denomi- 
nation. June  2,  1826,  the  Baptist  Church 

was  organized.  In  1834  its  house  of 

worship  was  erected,  and  was  the  first 
church  edifice  built  in  the  town.  In 

1845  the  Congregationalists  built  a 

house  of  worship.  In  185 1  the  Metho- 
dists built  a  church  and  the  same  year 

the  Universalists  also,  which  was  after- 

wards owned  by  the  Catholics,  and  fi- 
nally by  the  Episcopalians. 

Albert  Richmond  was  the  first  lawyer 

of  Sinclairville.    He  was  born  in  Brat- 

4LBERT  RICHMOND. 

tleboro,  Vermont.  He  was  a  man  of 

native  ability.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  the  same  class  with  Horatio 

Seymour,  came  to  Sinclairville  in  1833, 
and  was  one  term  Surrogate  of  the 

county.  He  died  in  1878.  E.  B.  For- 
bush  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 

Sinclairville  about  1836.  He  removed 
to  Buffalo  when  he  became  a  successful 

patent  lawyer.  He  was  killed  in  the 
railroad  accident  at  Angola  in  1867.  S. 
Mervin  Smith  and  A.  B.  Fenner  were 

early  lawyers.  E.  M.  Peck  was  a  man 
of  ability,  practiced  law  in  the  village 
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thirty  years.  E.  H.  Sears  afterward 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa, 

was  a  lawyer  of  Sinclairville.  Worthy 
Putnam,  the  wellknown  author  of  a 

hook  on  elocution  and  who  as  a  County 
Superintendent  rendered  greater  service 

to  the  schools  of  the  county  than  any 
other  person  previous  to  his  dav,  read 
law  with  Ohed  Edson  and  commenced 

practice  in  Sinclairville.  C.  F.  Chap- 
man also  read  law  with  Obed  Edson, 

and  was  his  partner  for  a  period  in  the 

practice  of  law  there.  James  A.  Allen 
of  Buffalo,  Samuel  T.  Allen  of  Holden. 

with  C.  E.  Chapman,  graduated  at  the 

Albany  Law  University  in  1885,  for  sev- 
eral years  Special  Surrogate  of  the 

county,  and  Fred  H.  Sylvester  who  was 
born  in  Sinclairville,  educated  at  the 

Union  School,  read  law  with  Obed  Ed- 
son, won  the  Clinton  scholarship  and 

was  graduated  at  the  Buffalo  Law 

School  in  May,  1890,  are  now  practicing 

lawyers  of  the  village.  Obed  Edson 

has  also  been  for  many  years  a  practic- 
ing lawyer  at  Sinclairville.  Walter  FT. 

Edson,  born  in  Sinclairville,  and  Harley 

N.    Crosbv,   both   of   Falconer,  com- 

VIEW  IN  EVEKCiHEKN  CEMETERY. 

Missouri,  Caleb  J.  Allen,  Jr.,  of  Iowa, 

and  Stephen  H.  Allen  of  Topeka,  Kan- 
sas, born  in  Sinclairville  and  for  six 

years  a  Judge  of  the  highest  court  in 
Kansas,  were  all  brothers  and  sons  of 

Caleb  J.  Allen,  Sr.,  and  all  commenced 

the  practice  or  study  of  law  in  Sinclair- 
ville. W.  Thomas  Wilson  read  law  with 

Gen.  Chas.  H.  S.  Williams  at  Fredonia. 

Came  to  Sinclairville  in  1861  and  prac- 
ticed law  there  for  many  years.  Fie 

was  twenty-eight  years  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  five  terms  Justice  of  Ses- 

sions of  the  County  Court.  Charles  M. 
Reed  born  in  Sinclairville,  educated  at 

the  Sinclairville  Union  School,  read  law 

menced  the  study  of  law  with  Obed  Ed- 
son and  its  practice  at  Sinclairville. 

Evergreen  Cemetery  was  organized 

June  21,  1862,  owing  to  its  favorable  sit- 
uation the  taste  and  good  management 

on  those  having  .t  in  charge,  it  far  ex- 
cells  any  other  in  the  county,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  West- 

ern New  York.  Bernard  W.  Field  was 

its  first  President  and  First  Superin- 
tendent. 

April  7,  1868,  occurred  the  severest 
fire  that  ever  visited  Sinclairville.  Ear- 

ly in  the  morning  the  Bennet  block  on 
Main  Street  was  discovered  to  lie  on 

fire.  Three  stores  composing  the  block. 
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the  Sinclairville  House  and  one  dwelling 
house,  a  barn,  the  meat  market  and  a 

shoeshop  burned,  and  a  harness  shop 
was  torn  down  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  flames. 

February  6,  1870,  the  Sinclairville  Li- 
brary was  founded  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Mc- 

Elroy. 

The  people  of  Sinclairville  were  the 
first  to  move  the  construction  of  the 

Dunkirk,  Allegany  Valley  &  Pittsburg 
Railroad.  The  first  train  was  run  over 

it  June  22,  1871.  Timothy  D.  Copp  was 
the  first  President  of  the  road.  Mr. 

been  most  efficient  in  its  support.  Later 
the  Sinclairville  stock  farm  of  Holstein 

cattle  and  French  coach  and  Percheron 

horses  was  established  by  Bela  B.  Lord, 

a  native  of  the  village,  and  the  stock 
farms  of  Jersey  cattle  by  Frank  E. 

Shaw,  a  nephew  of  "Josh  Billings"  and 
also  a  native  of  the  town,  and  have 

been  a  great  benefit  to  the  village  and 
town  and  have  aded  to  their  reputation. 

A  Grange  has  long  been  established  in 
Sinclairville.  Its  flourishing  condition 

is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Bela 
B.  Lord.    In  1880  a  Union  School  Dis- 

MAIN  STREET,  SINCLAIRVILLE. 

Copp  was  often  Supervisor  of  the  town. 
In  1868  he  was  elected  Presidential 

Elector;  see  Vol.  1,  pages  239,  240. 

November  5,  1874,  the  Sinclairville  Fair 
Ground  Association  was  incorporated. 

The  country  around  Sinclairville  is 

adapted  to  dairying,  and  stock  raising 

and  it  has  always  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  those  industries.  In  1881 

a  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  which 
has  continued  with  great  benefit  to  the 

business  interests  until  the  present  time. 
William  H.  Scott,  its  first  President, 

and  Richard  Reed,  its  Secretary,  have 

trict  was  formed  and  a  fine  brick  school- 
house  built  which  was  dedicated  and 

opened  for  school  purposes  in  1881. 
The  village  was  incorporated  in  1887. 
Its  first  President  was  William  Reed. 

Water  works  were  constructed  in  1892 

upon  the  gravity  system  which  were 
purchased  by  the  village  in  1899.  The 

villag"e  has  now  a  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  and  all  the  facilities  to  protect 
it  against  fire.  Its  population  in  1875 

was  six  hundred  ninety-five. 
The  southeast  part  of  the  town  was 

first  settled  by  Leraan  Cleveland  on  lot 
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ten.  In  1814  Samuel  T.  Booth  settled 

on  lot  twenty-six.  John  Howard  in 
1817  on  lot  one.  Justus  Torrey  in  1819 

settler  on  lot  eighteen.  He  chopped 
and  cleared  with  his  own  hands  several 

hundred  acres  of  land,  and  during  many 

years  manufactured  annually  large 

quantities  of  maple  sugar.  Widow  Le- 
mira  W.  Camp  settled  upon  lot  seven- 

teen, on  two  hundred  acres  of  land 

long  known  as  the  Camp  farm.  She 

was  the  mother  of  Milo,  Merlin,  John 

Wilson,  Herman  and  Samuel  Camp, 

wellknpwn  citizens  of  the  county  and  of 
Mrs.  Hannah  Waggoner  and  Mrs.  Anna 

SAMUEL  HURLEY. 

LaGrys.  Among  other  early  citizens 
in  this  part  of  the  town  were  David 

Sheldon,  John  Luce  and  James  Par- 
sons and  Robert,  Peter  and  Allen  Rob- 

ertson. 

Kent  street  and  adjacent  territory 
was  first  settled  by  families  from  the 

south  of  England.  Samuel  Hurley 

was  the  pioneer.  He  came  as  earlv  as 

1817.  Abraham  Reynolds  next  came  in 
1818  direct  from  London.  Twice  he 

walked  from  Charlotte  to  New  York. 

His  son  Henry  was  a  wellknown  citi- 

zen of  the  town,  three  years  its  Super- 
visor.    Robert  LaGrys  came  in  1819 

Upon  his  farm  on  Kent  street  a  pin  or 
curled  maple  tree  grew  for  which  T.  D. 

Copp  paid  him  a  sovereign,  manufac- 
tured it  into  veneers,  took  it  to  Lon- 

don to  he  used  to  decorate  Queen  Vic- 

toria's yacht.  After  it  was  completed 
Mr.  Copp,  on  invitation,  visited  the 

yacht.  He  found  it  decorated  with  sev- 
enteen different  kinds  of  wood.  John 

Thorne  came  in  1834.  He  left  three  sons, 
John, Dr.  William  and  Thomas  who  spent 

much  of  his  time  at  sea.  In  1836  from 

Devonshire  came  John  Reed.  His  son, 
William,  has  been  Supervisor  of  the 

town,  and  Richard  long  a  wellknown 
hardware  dealer  of  Sinclairville.  His 

eldest  son,  John,  early  emigrated  to  the 
gold  mines  of  Australia.  Richard 
Brock  and  Thomas  D.  Spiking  came 
later. 

The  street  leading  north  from  the 

Center  to  Arkwright  was  also  largely 

settled  by  Englishmen  from  Yorkshire. 
Thomas  Pearson,  William  Wright  and 
their  families  and  Thomas  Dickenson 

came  over  together  in  a  ship  from  Hull 
and  settled  on  this  street  in  1828.  Wil- 

liam Hilton  came  in  1830;  his  son  John 

has  been  a  director  on  the  Erie  Rail- 

way. These  Englishmen,  their  descend- 
ants and  others  who  came  in  later  vears 

from  that  country,  constitute  a  very 

large  and  influential  part  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

Among  the  early  settlers  residing 
near  Sinclairville  and  in  the  southwest- 

ern part  of  the  town  were  Ezra  Rich- 
mond, Chauncey  Andrus,  Peter  Warren, 

father  of  Judge  Emory  F.  Warren  and 
William  Brown.  Upon  the  (  Kvlsborough 

Road  Asa  Dunbar,  Phillip  Link,  Henry 

Cipperly,  William  H.  Gleason  and  Bela 
Tracy, once  a  Member  of  Assembly  from 

Chautauqua  County  and  brother  of  John 
Tracy,  former  Lieutenant  Governor  of 

the  state.  James  Williams  was  a  well- 
known  resident  of  this  part  of  the  town. 

Henry  Sornberger  was  also  an  earlv 
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settler  in  this  part  and  Richard  G.  Bur- 
lingame,  a  settler  of  a  later  date. 

The  northeast  part  of  the  town  was  the 
last  settled.  Alanson  Straight  was  the 

first  to  begin  improvement.  He  settled 

about  1832  upon  lot  twenty-tour.  In 
1832  Nelson  Chase  located  upon  lot 
sixteen  and  Nathan  Penhollow  on  lot 

fifteen.  Calvin  Abbey,  Elijah  Lewis, 

William  W.  Rood,  Neri  Crampton,  Dan- 
iel Hoisington,  Henry  Smith,  William 

Luce,  G.  R.  Matthewson,  Peter  Odell 

and  Nelson  Mansfield  were  early  set- 
tlers there.  John  Wilkes  who  came  in 

1851  built  the  first  saw  mill  in  1865. 
Upon  his  farm  the  last  bear  was  killed 

in  the  town.  James  Hopkins,  Patrick 
Doran  and  Garret  Wheeler  from  the 

west  of  Ireland  came  about  1840.  Oth- 

ers from  Ireland  settled  a  little  later. 

The  town  was  organized  in  April, 

1829.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held 

March  2,  1830,  and  the  following  offi- 
cers chosen  :  Supervisor,  Nathan  Lake  ; 

Town  Clerk,  Walter  Chester;  Justices 

of  the  Peace,  John  M.  Edson,  Eldred 

Lampson,  James  S.  Parkhurst ;  Collec- 
tor, Barzillai  Ellis ;  Assessors,  Peter 

Warren,  Bela  Tracy,  Spencer  Clark ; 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Freeman  Ellis, 

Abel  Potter,  Commissioners  of  High- 
ways, Bela  B.  Lord,  R.  W.  Seaver 

Charles  Goodrich ;  Commissioners  of 
Schools,  Bela  B.  Lord,  Samuel  T.  Booth 

Crocker  Richardson ;  Constables,  Am- 
asa  Dalrymple,  Barzillai  Ellis,  Benjamin 

Fisher ;  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures, Oshea  Webber. 

BIEDSEYE  VIEW  OF  SINCLAIBVILLE. 



THE  FOUNDER  OF  SINCLAIR VILLE  AND 

CHARLOTTE  CENTER.  1762-1827. 
BY  MRS.  R.  C.  SEAVER. 

RS.  R.  O.  SEAVER 

Sinclairvillc,  as  presumab- 
ly all  Chautauquans  know,  is 

an  incorporated  village  of 

something  over  six  hundred 

inhabitants  lying"  close  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  Char- 

lotte and  laying  grasping  fin- 
gers on  that  part  of  Gerry 

between  the  township's  bor- 
der and  the  Dunkirk,  Alle- 

gany Valley  &  Pittsburg  Railway  Sta- 
tion, and  a  corresponding  section  of 

the  highway  leading  to  Jamestown.  It 
boasts  four  churches,  a  High  School 

employing  six  teachers,  a  hotel,  and  the 

usual  quota  of  dry  goods,  millinery, 

hardware  and  grocery  stores,  public 
halls,  mills,  shops,  factories  and  homes 

pertaining  to  villages  of  its  class.  South 

it  is  bounded  by  the  open  valley  ,  on  the 
other  three  sides  by  hills  save  where, 
on  the  north,  Mill  Creek  hurries 

through,  on  its  way  to  join  the  Cassa- 
daga,  and  so  journey  down  the  long 
road  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Looking  down  from  the  high  bluff 

that  rises  directly  from  the  stream's 
western  shore  especially  when  the  fruit 

trees  are  in  bloom,  or  the  maples  in  their 

autumn  glory,  one  thinks  in  an  absent- 
minded  way  that  this  was  a  natural  se- 

lection for  a  pioneer's  home,  a  thought 
changed  in  its  inception  to  a  realiza- 

tion of  the  untrodden  wilderness  which 

greeted  the  prospector  of  a  hundred 

years  ago. 
Major  Samuel  Sinclear,  indeed,  had 

never  looked  on  this  part  of  Chautau- 
tauqua  when,  in  1809,  he  stepped  into 
the  land  office  in  Ilatavia  and,  examin- 

ing the  surveyors'  maps,  took  articles 
for  two  lots  in  what  was  then  the  Town 

of  Pomfret.  Of  these,  lot  sixty-three 
lay  in  the  Town  of  Gerry  as  formed  in 
1812,  and  on  lot  41  was  built  the  house 

that  proved  to  be  the  nucleus  of  Sin- 
clairville. 

It  was  from  the  scant  descriptions  of 

the  surveyors'  lines  that  he  judged,  and 
correctly,  that  here  was  a  suitable  site 
for  a  mill. 

He  formed  a  partnership  with  Wil- 
liam P>erry  of  Madison  County  and, 

acting  on  their  agreement,  the  latter 
came  to  Chautauqua  the  same  fall  and 
with  assistance  from  four  men  from 

among  those  who  had  formed  the  Pick- 
ett Settlement,  in  the  summer  just  past, 

put  up  the  body  of  a  log  house  ;  he  then 
returned  to  Madison  County. 

In  the  following  March  Major  Sin- 
clear,  his  son  John,  two  hired  hands. 

Berry  and  his  wife,  reached  this  rude 

beginning  of  a  home. 
Before  it  could  be  made  habitable, 

with  shingles  from  the  Pickett  Settle- 
ment and  rough  floor  hewn  from  a 

nearby  ash,  they  passed  two  days  and 
nights  in  a  wigwam  of  poles,  thatched 
and  furnished  with  hemlock  boughs. 

This  was  no  hardship  to  one  of  Major 

Sinclear's  experience.  Having  battled 
with  human  enemies,  the  conflict  with  a 
foe  such  as  the  forest  which  furnished 



326 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

timber  for  building,  fuel  and  forage  for 

horses  and  cattle,  would  be  a  less  bit- 
ter warfare. 

Major  Sinclear's  father,  Colonel  Rich- 
ard, was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  Mary 

Cilley  Sinclear's  ancestors  were  from 
Austria-Hungary. 

In  the  history  of  the  Sinclear  family, 

by  Leonard  Allison  Morrison,  published 

in  Boston  in  1896,  the  lover  of  genea- 

logical research  may  find  the  Sinclear's 
lineage  traced  back  to  890,  when  Norse- 

DATID  S  IN  CLEAR. 

men  besieged  and  took  the  Castle  of 
St.  Clair  in  Normandy. 

Here  the  name  had  its  origin.  That 

they  were  nearly  related  to,  and  that,  at 

least,  nine  of  the  name  were  with  Wil- 

liam the  Conqueror  at  Hastings,  is  as- 
serted on  the  authority  of  undisputed 

history. 

The  name  has  a  different  orthography 

among  different  branches  and  genera- 
tions of  the  family.  St.  Clair,  Sinclear 

and  Sinckler  are  among  them. 

Samuel,  born  May  10,  1762,  at  Not- 
tingham, New  Hampshire,  had  four 

predecessors  and  four  successors  in  the 

family  cradle.  "General  Joseph  Cilley, 
conspicuous  for  his  bravery  as  Colonel 

of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment, 

at  the  battles  of  Bemis  Heights  and 

Monmouth,"  was  his  uncle,  and  that 
Cilley,  Congressman  from  Maine,  who 
was  killed  in  the  historic  duel  near 

Washington  by  Graves  of  Kentucky, 
was  also  a  near  kinsman. 

Samuel's  childhood  was  of  the  briefest 
for  at  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  in 

the  army  as  attendant  to  his  uncle. 

Colonel  Cilley,  and  when  barely  fifteen 

he  enlisted  in  Captain  Amos  Morrill's 

company  of  the  same  uncle's  regiment 
and  served  three  years.  He  was  one 

of  those  who  renderd  distinguished  ser- 
vice in  the  first  battle  of  Bemis  Heights, 

was  one  of  the  twelve  thousand,  under 

Washington's  command,  who  sent  Clin- 
ton's defeated  forces  creeping  off  in  the 

darkness  at  Monmouth,  and  he  shared 

the  privations  and  sufferings  of  those 

darkest  days  of  the  great  patriot's  life at  Valley  Forge. 
There  were  other  battles  in  which  he 

took  part  while  in  General  Enoch  Poor's 
brigade;  and  in  1779  he  was  with  Gen- 

eral Sullivan  fighting  the  Indians  on  the 

frontiers  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Two  of  his  brothers  died  in  the  ser- 
vice and  another  was  discharged  with 

him.  His  father  was  also  a  Revolu- 
tionary officer. 

It  was  while  a  resident  of  Eaton,  Mad- 
ison County,  in  1776,  that  Governor  Jay 

bestowed  on  him  his  commission  of 

Major  of  Militia. 
Little  wonder  that  war  painted  pic- 

tures on  his  mind  that  time  did  not  ef- 
face. In  later  years,  some  of  these 

were  described  to  eager  listeners.  At 

Saratoga  the  silent,  steady  movement 
of  the  New  Hampshire  troops,  himself 

in  front  rank  and  center  of  the  com- 

pany, up  the  slope  to  the  waiting  Brit- 
ish, a  desperate  but  successful  attack,  an 

incident  of  which  was  the  taking  of  a 

brass  twelve-pounder  from  the  British 
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three  consecutive  times.  On  its  final 

capture  Colonel  Cilley,  mounting  :it, 
dedicated  it  to  the  American  cause  and 

fired  it  at  the  retreating  enemy.  In 

the  same  battle,  when  marching  to  in- 
tercept a  detachment  of  the  enemy  he 

heard  the  British  officer's  command : 

"Fix  bayonets  and  charge  the  rebels," 
and  Colonel  Cilley's  no  less  audible  re- 

tort :  "That  is  a  game  two  can  play 
at."  An  indelible  picture  was  that  of 
many  soldiers  lying  dead,  but  unwound- 
ed,  in  the  hot  sunshine,  beside  a  stream 

at  Monmouth,  victims  of  thirst  grati- 
fied at  the  expense  of  life.  Still  anoth- 

er, the  blood-drenched  rocks  and  canoes 

at  Newton  near  Elmira,  after  an  en- 

gagement with  whites  and  Indians  un- 
der the  two  Butlers,  Johnson  and  the 

tiger-hearted  Brandt. 
Honorablv  discharged  at  eighteen 

years  of  age,  having  served  the  full  term 
of  his  enlistment,  he  went  to  Maine  and 

established  a  ship-timber  business  on 
the  Kennebec.  Eight  years  later  he 
came  to  this  state  and  after  a  residence 

of  the  same  length  of  time  in  Utica  and 

Cherry  Valley,  he  joined  those  who 

were  making  the  first  settlement  at  Eat- 
on, Madison  County. 

At  fortv-eight  he  was  again  battling 

with  the  "forest  primeval,"  this  time  in 
Chautauqua  County.  That  lonely  and 
lowly  home  to  which  he  came  in  1810 

soon  received  such  additions  as  parti- 
tions, a  ladder  to  the  second  floor  and  a 

chimney  of  clay-plastered  sticks  and 
stones. 

It  stood  where  now  stands  the  home 

of  Mrs.  Mahala  Dibble  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  Charlotte  Center  and  Cherry 

Creek  roads,  and,  though  lacking  in  the 
modern  ideas  of  convenience  and  com- 

fort, it  served  later  as  church  and 

schoolhousc,  and  as  a  refuge  to  all  new- 
comers until  such  time  as  they  could 

convert  the  living  trees  to  sheltering 

homes.    In  this  labor  they  had  ever  the 

benefit  of  Major  Sinclear's  advice,  val- 
uable from  his  experience  and  judg- 
ment; and  many  times  his  financial  aid 

also.  The  little  fortune  of  six  or  seven 

thousand  dollars  that  he  brought  with 

him  was  generously  used. 

The  one  memory  of  her  grandfather 

that  Mrs.  Nancy  Sinclear  Clark  of  Sin- 
clairville  retains  is  as  a  little  girl  in 

Madison  County  seeing  a  large,  gray- 
haired  old  man  who  gave  her  a  shilling 

that  she  treasured  for  years.  This  had 
been  transformed  in  some  way  from 

its  original  roundness  and  as  a  "long 

FANNY  SINCLKAR. 
Wife  of  the  Founder  of  Sinclairville. 

shilling"  possessed  added  value  to  a 
child's  heart'  Her  memory  was  not 
at  fault  in  recalling  him  as  a  large  man. 

This  is  the  desenption  by  one  who  knew 

him  well.  Six  feet  in  height,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  pounds  in  weight; 

erect,  black  hair  and  eyes,  well  formed, 

rather  large  features,  a  commanding 

presence  and  voice,  utterance  rapid  but 
distinct.  A  distinguished  figure  in  any 
assembly. 

From  the  pen  of  his  one  surviving 

daughter,  Mrs.  Virtue  F.  Cole,  of  Hills- 

dale, Michigan,  now  eighty-six  years  of 
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age,  we  have  a  hint  of  his  kindly  rela- 
tions with  children,  a  few  little  details 

that  reveal  the  loneliness  of  the  spot  to 

which  he  ljeturned  in  1810,  and  a  trib- 

ute to  her  mother  who  died  a  half-cen- 

tury ago. 

These  are  Mrs.  Cole's  words  :  "When 
a  mile  or  less  from  the  house  he  let 

the  children  get  out  and  be  first  to  ar- 
rive. Obed  and  Sally  got  there  first. 

There  was  a  log  with  an  axe  stuck  in 
it,  the  door  was  opened  by  a  string,  a 

cup  was  hung  on  a  peg.  There 

was  a  spring  near  by.  Next  came  Mil- 
ton and  Sam,  then  David  and  Nancy 

and  Fanny  and  little  Joseph.  Brother 

John  was  on  one  of  the  loads.  Then 
father  and  mother  came.  She  was  the 

first  lady  of  the  land  and  no  grander  or 

better  lady  ever  came  to  Sinclairville." 
This  Sally  who  was  the  first  to  drink 

from  the  waiting  cup  must  have  been 
an  advanced  woman,  as  in  after  years 

we  hear  nothing  of  her  panic  at  sight 
of  a  mouse,  but  have  it  on  record  that 
she  killed  a  bear. 

In  the  summer  of  1810  in  addition  to 

clearing  land  he  built  the  first  saw  mill 
in  the  central  or  eastern  part  of  the 
county. 

The  same  fall,  he  employed  help  and 

worked  with  them  to  construct  a  wag- 
on road,  the  first  over  the  ridge,  from 

Fredonia  (then  called  Canadaway)  to 

his  wilderness  home.  He  had  previous- 
ly brought  his  family  to  Canadaway, 

and  on  the  22nd  of  October,  he  arrived 

at  the  little  log  house  with  his  children, 

Samuel,  David,  Joseph,  Nancy  and  Sal- 
ly, his  second  wife,  Fanny,  and  her  chil- 

dren Obed,  John  M.  and  Fanny  Edson, 

and  five  wagon-loads  of  goods. 
His  first  wife  was  Sally  Perkins  whom 

he  married  in  1785  in  Vassalboro, 
Maine,  and  whose  death  occurred  at 

Eaton  in  1804. 

A  frame  house,  begun  several  months 
earlier,  was  soon  ready  for  occupancy. 

Mr.  Berry,  not  forseeing  Sinclairville's 
future,  returned  again  to  Madison 

County.  The  third  census  of  the  United 

States,  just  completed,  showed  a  pop- 
ulation of  seven  million  two  hundred 

forty  thousand  souls.  Of  these  twenty 
constituted  Sinclairville,  Major  Sinclear 

his  family  and  his  hired  hands. 

A  few  scattering  families  had  located 
on  lots  from  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to 

three  miles  distant,  but  the  nearest  set- 
tlements were  that  on  the  Pickett  Brook 

four  miles  northwest  and  that  at  Char- 
lotte Center,  three  miles  northeast. 

The  last  named  was  begun  by  R.  W. 

Seaver,  Barney  Edson  and  William  De- 
vine.  They  came  from  Oneida  County 

in  the  Spring  of  1809,  Devine  and  wife 

at  Seaver's  request.  Edson  went  to 
Batavia  in  May  and  booked  the  land 
but  did  not  return.  The  initial  building 
of  Charlotte  Center  soon  put  up  by 

those  remaining  was  sixteen  by  eigh- 
teen feet,  with  bark  roof  and  a  single 

door  and  window.  It  stood  on  or 

near  the  site  of  the  present  schoolhouse. 
their  first  clearing  having  been  a  few 
rods  to  the  west. 

Here,  in  the  fall,  they  stored  the  small 

crop  of  corn  they  had  raised  and  went 
back  to  Oneida  County,  returning  the 
following  spring. 

Robert  W.  Seaver  was  born  in  Wor- 
cester County,  Massachusetts,  July  3- 

1762,  enlisted  at  fourteen  and  served 
six  years  and  eight  months  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  Among  the  battles 

in  which  he  took  part  was  that  of  King's 
Bridge  near  New  York,  but  in  after 
years  he  spoke  most  frequently  of  the 

long  conflict  at  Yorktown,  the  surren- 
der of  Cornwallis  and  the  funereal  hush 

that  succeeded  the  nine  days  and  nights 

of  incessant  roaring  cannon.  He  was 
under  Lafayette  and  the  face  of  the 

revered  Washington  was  also  familiar 
to  him.  Since  the  simplest  unpublished 

words  about  Washington  have  interest. 
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Mr.  Seaver's  description  of  him  is  here 

given.  "He  was  a  tall,  strong,  well- 
looking  man,  with  no  heard.  He  was 

always  finely  dressed  with  ruffles  on 

shirt-front  and  wrists."  During  the 
War  of  1 812  on  the  memorable  occasion 

when  the  Queen  Charlotte  chased  the 
American  salt  boats  into  the  mouth  of 

the  Canadaway  and  was  repulsed  by  the 

little  army  gathered  there,  widow  Cole 
run  the  bullets  and  Mr.  Seaver  made 

the  cartridges,  no  one  in  the  hastily 

gathered  forces  knowing  how  to  do  it 
but  him. 

On  the  farm  a  half  mile  south  of 

Charlotte  Center  Mr.  Seaver  planted 

on  orchard  from  seeds  brought  from 
Oneida  County.  The  farm  has  remained 

in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  and 

his  great -great -grandchildren  some- 

times enjoy  apples  from  the  still  fruit- 
ful trees. 

Mr.  Seaver  was  a  man  of  prominence 

among  the  settlers  and  held  several  po- 
sitions of  trust.  Until  1816  his  wife, 

Anna  Edson  Seaver,  was  the  only  doc- 
tor in  the  vicinity. 

The  stone  that  marks  his  grave  in 

Charlotte  Center  Cemetery  bears  the 

simple  record:  "Robert  W.  Seaver 
for  seven  years  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 

lution, died  July  31,  1836,  aged  seventy- 

five  years." 
His  record  on  the  lives  of  those  who 

knew  him  was  one  of  decision,  industry 

independence  and  integrity. 

Chautauqua's  winters  could  have  of- 
fered small  inducements  to  travel  and  to 

Major  Sinclear  and  his  house  party  of 
ten  the  forest  must  sometimes  have 

seemed  "a  land  where  no  man  comes 
or  hath  come  since  the  making  of  the 

world." In  181 1,  Major  Sinclear  supplied  a 

pressing  need  by  erecting  the  first  grist 
mill  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July  of  this  year  he 

gave  a  dinner  to  all  in   the  vicinity. 

Whatever  else  was  served  we  cannot 

doubt  that  the  fish  and  game  courses 

were  in  perfection.  A  sycamore  loaded 

with  gunpowder  furnished  the  requisite 

amount  of  patriotic  noise. 

When,  in  1812,  the  Town  of  Gerry 

was  formed,  embracing  the  present 
Towns  of  Gerry,  Charlotte,  Cherry 

Creek  and  Ellington  a  meeting  was 

called  at  Cassadaga  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  a  name.  It  was  decided  to 

call  it  Gerry  for  the  Vice  President 
elected  that  fall,  but  Sinclear  was  the 
choice  of  many.  The  first  town  meeting 
was  held  in  his  house  1813.  He  was 

chosen  Supervisor,  an  office  which  he 
filled  six  terms. 

For  several  succeeding  years  being 

the  only  free-holder  in  the  town  he  fre- 
quently executed  a  deed  of  some  small 

piece  of  land,  gratuitously,  to  such  as 
elected  to  office,  were  required  to  own 

land  in  order  to  hold  the  position,  even 
when  as  once,  in  the  case  of  Judge  Joel 
Burnell,  the  successful  candidate,  was 

his  own  oppoent. 

Not  alone  in  their  straggle  for  a  ma- 
terial existence  was  his  help  ready.  His 

copy  of  the  Albany  Gazette,  for  many 
years  the  only  newspaper  penetrating 
the  wilderness  as  far  as  Fredonia,  was 

regarded  as  community  possession.  On 
its  arrival,  all  gathered  to  listen  to  its 
contents  as  read  aloud,  usually  by  J.  M. 

Edson,  then  a  boy,  afterward  Judge 
Edson  and  the  father  of  Hon.  Obed 

Edson  and  Mrs.  Ursula  Sylvester  of 
Sinclairville. 

One  weekly  paper  when  the  current 
events  of  the  world,  with  civilization 

enlarging  its  borders  in  this  country, 
despite  enemies  on  sea,  lake  and  land, 

and  Napoleon  rearranging  boundary 

lines  in  Europe,  were  certainly  as  ex- 
citing and  important  as  today,  when  one 

daily  missed  is  a  deprivation  ;  a  library 
for  a  neighborhood,  which  aside  from 

the  Major's  possessions,  one  small  shelf 
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would  have  accommodated.  A  library 

made  up  in  great  proportion  of  Bibles, 

as  many  relics  testify.  Apart  from 

these,  Franklin's  Poor  Richard's  Al- 
manac could  best  claim  to  be  literature. 

Franklin  had  died  in  1790.  Irving  was 

attracting  some  attention.  Cooper  was 

gathering  materials  and  power.  Cath- 

erine Sedgwick  was  regarded  as  Coop- 

er's rival.  Lydia  Sigourney  had  written 
some  religious  poems,  the  boy,  Bryant, 
had  achieved  his  masterpiece,  Emerson 
and  Hawthorne  were  children,  as  were 

Hugo,  Lamartine,  Dumas  and  Balzac. 
There  were  statesmen,  too,  from 

whose  names  the  light  has  not  faded — 
Madison,  Clay,  Calhoun,  Webster. 

With  other  soldiers  of  the  Revolution 

Major  Sinclear  was  a  conspicuous  par- 

ticipant in  extending  greeting  and  hon- 
ors to  Lafayette  at  Fredonia  in  1825. 

Some  of  the  early  Sinclears  of  Scot- 
land were  hereditary  Grand  Masters  of 

Masonry,  and  perhaps,  with  their  heroic 
spirit,  descended  a  predilection  for  the 
craft.  Major  Sinclear  became  a  Master 
Mason  in  Madison  County  about  1805 

and  later,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  At 

the  organization  of  Sylvan  Lodge  of 
Sinclairville  in  1823  he  was  the  chosen 

Master.  The  lodge  surrendered  its 

charter  in  a  few  years  on  account  of  the 

hostility  to  Masonry  existing  in  this 

part  of  the  state. 
It  was  not  until  the  death  of  its  found- 

er that  Sinclairville  assumed  its  present 

name,  being  known  previously  as  "The 
Major's"  or  "Major  Sinclear's,"  and  the 
Postofhce  awkwardly  retained  the  name 

Gerry  Postofhce  till  1869. 

On  February  8,  1827,  Major  Sinclear's active  life  was  ended. 

"He  liveth  long  who  liveth  well, 
All  other  life  is  short  and  vain." 

His  funeral  was  conducted  according 
to  the  Masonic  ritual,  and  at  it  were 

congregated  the  whole  population  of  the 
town  and  many  from  abroad. 

The  first  land  cleared  by  him  in  Chau- 

tauqua he  had,  a  few  years  later,  do- 
nated for  use  as  a  cemetery.  It  was 

a  spot  of  picturesque  beauty  and  by 

well-directed  and  skillful  labor,  it  grew 

to  rival  the  burial  places  of  aspiring  cit- 
ies. Here,  in  the  shade  of  quaintly 

trained  evergreens,  successors  to  the 

free  growth  of  native  monarchs,  are  laid 

"His  silver  temples  to  their  last  repose." 
On  the  well-preserved  gray  stone  that 

marks  his  resting  place  are  engraved 

many  Masonic  emblems,  and  below,  the 

lines  typical  rather  of  the  times  than  of 
the  subject : 

'  How  lov'd,  how  valu'd  once  avail  theo  not, 
To  whom  related,  or  by  whom  begot; 
A  heap  of  dust  alone  remains  of  thee, 

'Tis  all  thou  art,  and  all  the  proud  shall  be." 

A  better  epitaph  seems  that  couplet 

from  a  poem  on  the  death  of  William 
St.  Clair  of  Roslin,  Scotland,  in  1778: 

"Like  St.  Clair  live,  like  St.  Clair  die, 

Then  join  the  Eternal  Lodge  on  high." 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  informa- 
tion here  recorded  I  am  indebted  to  the 

History  of  Charlotte,  as  embodied  in 
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livered at  Sinclairville  July  4,  1876,  and 

published  by  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements  ;  and  to  the  His- 

tory of  the  Sinclear  Family  in  Europe 

and  America,  kindly  loaned  me  by  Mrs. 
M.  M.  Millen  of  Jamestown,  herself  a 

great-granddaughter  of  Major  Sinclear 
The  author  in  this  case  acknowledges 
his  indebtedness  to  Hon.  Mr.  Edson  for 

the  excellent  biography  of  Major  Sin- 
clear there  given. 

My  own  effort  has  been  toward  con- 
densation, but  solids  do  not  easily  com- 

press. 

CALEB  JOHNSON  ALLEN. 

Caleb  Johnson  Allen,  was  born  at  Groton, 
Connecticut,  March  27,  1807.  When  he  ar- 

rived at  his  majority  he  went  to  sea  on  a 
whaling  voyage  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on  a 
vessel  from  New  London.  He  afterwards 
resumed  his  trade,  that  of  a  hatter.  In  1837, 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  of  his  native 

state.  In  1838,  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren  Postmaster  of  New  Lon- 
don. In  1841  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  that 

city  and  held  that  office  until  1843,  when  he 

resigned  to  migrate  with  is  family  to  "West- 
ern New  York.    There  he  engaged  in  the 

CALEB  J.  ALLEN. 

mercantile  business  in  the  Village  of  Sin- 
clairville. In  185G,  he  led  the  forlorn  hope 

of  his  party  in  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus 
Counties,  as  a  candidate  for  Congress.  About 
the  time  he  was  serving  as  Senator  in  the 

Legislature,  of  Connecticut,  his  eldest  bro- 
ther, Thomas  J.  Allen,  was  serving  in  the 

Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  from 

Chautauqua  County  and  his  younger  broth- 
er, Samuel  T.  Allen,  as  a  delegate  represent- 
ing the  jurisdiction  Viseca  in  a  convention 

held  at  San  Felipe,  Texas,  then  in  revolt 
against  Mexico,  at  which  Mr.  Allen  was  ap- 

pointed one  of  the  committee,  of  which  Sam 

Housten  was  a  member,  to  draft  a  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  for  Texas.  Samuel  T. 

Allen  was  afterwards  killed  with  others  in 
a  desperate  encounter  with  the  Indians  on 
the  frontier  of  Texas.  Caleb  J.  Allen  died 
in  Sinclairville  May  4,  1876.  In  1831  he  was 
married  to  Emily  Haley,  the  daughter  of 
Stephen  Haley.  Her  uncle  was  a  member 
of  Congress  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
She  was  born  January  30,  1808,  in  Mystic, 
Connecticut.  She  died  in  Sinclairville  May 
13,  1887.  Of  their  children  who  arrived  at 
maturity  were  James  A.,  a  well  known  law- 

yer of  the  City  of  Buffalo;  Samuel  T.,  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Civil  War  and  a  lawyer  of  Holden, 

Missouri;  Caleb  J.  Jr..  a  young  lawyer  of 
Iowa,  who  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 

alry and  died  before  the  close  of  the  war 
from  hardships  suffered  in  Confederate  pris- 

ons, and  Stephen  H.,  a  lawyer  of  Topeka, 

MRS.  C'ALEH  J.  ALLEN. 
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Kansas,  for  six  years  one  of  the  three 
Judges  constituting  the  highest  court  of 
Kansas.  A  daughter,  Emily  A.,  married 
Obed  Bdson  of  Sinclairville. 

JOHN    H.  CUMMINGS. 

John  H.  Cummings,  son  of  Walter  and 
Delia  (Bronson)  Cummings,  was  born  De- 

cember 25,  18G3.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools,  supplemented 

for  a  short  time  at  the  Fredonia  Normal. 
He  began  his  business  career  by  clerking 
for  A.  Putnam  &  Son  in  1882.  continuing 

in  this  capacity  until  1889,  when  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  concern.  In  1896 

he  purchased  Mr.  Putnam's  interest  and 
now  successfully  conducts  a  large  general 
store  in  the  village  of  Sinclairville.  Mr. 
Cummings  married  September  28,  1892, 
Mary  Reed  of  that  village. 

JOHN   MILTON  EDSON. 

John  Milton  Edson  is  a  descendant  of  the 
sixth  generation  from  Samuel  Edson,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1G12,  came  over  to 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1G38  or  1G39,  and 
afterwards  became  an  original  proprietor, 
and  first  settler  of  Bridgwater,  Plymouth 
County,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  general  court  of  Plymouth  in  1676, 
and  held  other  positions  of  public  trust. 
His  son  Samuel  participated  in  the  Indian 
Wars  against  King  Phillip,  and  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  general  court  at  Boston  in  1697 
and  1713.  His  son.,  the  third  Samuel,  be- 

came an  Episcopalian  and  very  many  of  his 
descendants  are  of  that  faith.  Obed  Edson 
the  grandfather  of  John  M.  Edson,  was  an 
early  settler  of  Richfield,  Otsego  County, 
New  York. 

John  M.  Edson  was  born  July  30,  1801.  in 
E^ton,  Madison  County,  New  York.  When 
he  was  about  three  years  of  age  his  father 
whose  name  was  Obed  Edson,  died.  His 
mother,  Fanny,  daughter  of  Elisha  Bigelow 
of  Connecticut,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
married  Major  Samuel  Sinclear.  Mr.  Edson 

moved  with  his  step-father's  family  to  Sin- 
clairville in  1810.  There  were  then  no 

schools,  few  books  and  for  many  years  but 
a  single  newspaper  received  in  the  settle- 

ment. These  limited  facilities  gave  Mr. 
Edson  but  little  opportunity  to  indulge  a 
natural  inclination  for  mental  improvement. 

He  received  a  limited  education,  the  defic- 
iences  of  which  were  supplied,  in  no  incon- 

siderable degree,  by  a  habit  of  reading.  He 
took  much  interest  in  and  was  informed  in 
the  sciences  of  Astronomy  and  Geology. 
Those  who  conversed  with  him  never  failed 
to  be  impressed  with  his  large  and  original 
views,  and  to  feel  a  sense  of  regret  chat  a 
thorough  education  had  been  denied  him. 
He  was.  however,  familiar  with  the  ex- 

pedients required  in  a  new  century,  where 
a  rough  and  ready  skill  to  meet  the  difficul- 

ties incident  thereto,  was  the  quality  most 
in  requisition.  His  accomplishments  in 
woodcraft,  his  skill  as  a  hunter,  and  know- 

ledge of  all  the  arts  of  frontier  life  made 
him  a  leader  among  the  pioneers.  In  his 
youth  he  was  distinguished  for  his  skill  and 
prowess  in  athletic  sports.  Then  the  mili- 

tary spirit  ran  high  in  Western  New  York. 
In  the  regiment  organized  in  the  central 
and  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  he  filled 
most  of  the  regimental  offices  from  Lieuten- 

ant to  Colonel,  to  which  office  he  was  ap- 
pointed May  22,  1830,  when  twenty-eight 

years  of  age.  Among  other  official  positions 
he  held  was  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  the  Town  of  Charlotte  for  fourteen  years. 
He  served  three  terms  successively  as  its 
Supervisor,  and  one  term  as  Deputy  United 
States  Marshall.  April  17,  1843,  he  was  ap- 

pointed by  Governor  Bouck,  a  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  served  until 
July  1,  1847,  when  the  court  was  abolished 
by  the  Constitution  of  184G.  He  was  the 
first  Master  of  Sylvan  Lodge,  No.  303,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Sinclairville,  un- 

der the  new  charter  granted  subsequently 
to  Anti-Masonry.  His  step-father,  Samuel 

Sinclear,  was  the  first  Master  of  the  "Ma- 
sonic Society"  organized  in  that  place  in 

1819.    Mr.  Edson  died  August  21,  1885. 
In  1831  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 

Jonathan  and  Ursula  (Church)  Alverson. 
She  was  born  in  Halifax,  Windham  County, 
Vermont,  June  3,  1804,  and  came  with  her 
mother  to  reside  in  Gerry  with  her  uncle, 
William  Alverson,  in  1821.  She  died  No- 

vember 22,  1878.  They  had  two  children 
I,  Obed  (see  sketch;  2,  Fanny  Ursula,  born 
June  4,  1834,  married  Henry,  son  of  Melzer 
Sylvester. 

OBED  EDSON. 

Obed  Edson,  son  of  John  M.  and  Hannah 
(Alverson)  Edson,  was  born  in  Sinclairville, 
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Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  February 
18,  1832.  He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm, 
and  received  his  education  at  the  Fredonia 
Academy  and  the  Albany  Law  School.  He 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
E.  H.  Sears  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 

Albany  April  8,  1853.  He  afterward  prac- 
ticed his  profession  at  Sinclairville.  In 

early  life  and  at  intervals  later,  he  followed 
the  business  of  railroad  and  land  surveying. 

The  year  before  the  Erie  railroad  was  com- 
pleted to  Dunkirk  he  was  employed  in  its 

survey  and  afterwards  in  the  survey  of 
other  railroads  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 

vania. In  18G7  he  assisted  in  locating  the 
line  of  what  is  now  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany 
Valley  and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  so  far  as  it 
extended  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He 

took  an  active  part  in  effecting  the  organi- 
zation of  that  company,  and  in  promoting 

the  building  of  its  road. 
Mr.  Edson  has  been  several  terms  Super- 

visor of  his  native  town.  He  has  held  other 
official  positions  in  his  town  and  county. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  from 
the  Second  Assembly  District.  While  in  the 
Assembly  he  sustained  Governor  Tilden  in 
his  attack  on  the  Canal  Ring  in  debate  and 
by  his  vote.  He  drew  and  procured  the 
passage  of  the  flsst  law  making  circulating 
libraries  practicable  in  the  state  outside 
of  the  cities.  He  has  been  the  candidate  of 
his  party  for  many  of  the  leading  offices  of 
his  county,  including  that  of  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1893.  for  the 
Counties  of  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus  and 
Allegany.  Owing  to  the  large  majority  of 
the  opposing  party  in  his  county  and  sena- 

torial district,  it  is  seldom  that  a  Democrat 
has  been  elected  there.  He  has  been  for 

many  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation of  the  Sinclairville  High  School,  of 

the  Trustees  of  the  Village,  of  the  Sinclair- 
ville Free  Library  and  of  Evergreen  Ceme- 
tery of  which  he  is  now  the  President.  He 

is  a  member  of  the  State  Bar  Association,  the 

National  Geographic  Society  and  the  Buf- 
falo Historical  Society.  He  is  one  of  the 

founders  of  the  Chautauqua  Society  of  His- 
tory and  Natural  Science. 

He  has  been  a  writer  for  the  magazines 
of  American  History,  the  Continent,  the 
Chautauquan  and  other  periodicals.  He  is 
the  author  of  the  general  History  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  and  many  of  the  town  his- 
tories published  by  W.  A.  Ferguson  in  1894, 

of  the  general  history  and  other  portions  of 

these  volumes  and  also  important  parts  of 

Young's  History  of  Chautauqua  County.  He 
is  the  writer  of  several  other  books. 
He  has  lectured  before  the  Chautauqua 

Assembly,  and  delivered  the  historical  ad- 
dress at  Westfield,  1902,  on  the  occasion  of 

the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  settlement 
of  Chautauqua  County. 

Mr.  Edson  was  married  at  Sinclairville 

May  11,  1859,  to  Emily  Amelia  Allen,  daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  J.  and  Emily  Haley  Allen.  (See 

sketch.)  She  was  born  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  November  27,  1835.  The  child- 

ren of  Obed  Edson  were  all  born  in  Sinclair- 
ville, three  only  are  living:  1.  Fanny  Allen 

married  John  A.  Love  and  resides  at  Sin- 
clairville; 2,  John  Milton  married  Alma  B. 

Green,  is  a  printer  and  publisher  and  resides 
in  the  city  of  Bellingham  (formeiy  New 
Whatcom)  in  the  State  of  Washington;  3, 
Walter  Henry,  married  Florilla  B.  Clark, 
is  a  lawyer  and  resides  in  Falconer,  Chau- 

tauqua County,  New  York. 

NATHAN  LAKE. 

Nathan  Lake,  the  first  Supervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Charlotte,  was  born  November  29, 
179G,  in  Rockingham,  Vermont,  married 
Sarah  Bishop  in  Livingston  County,  New 
York,  and  came  to  Charlotte  in  1821  with 
his  brother  Calvin.  His  children  were  Ad- 

dison and  Eliza,  wife  of  Allen  A.  Stevens. 
He  was  five  years  Supervisor  of  Charlotte 
and  one  year  of  Gerry. 

EDWIN   F.  LAKE. 

Edwin  F.  Lake  is  a  typical  product  of  the 
ruggedness  and  progressiveness  of  Old 
Chautauqua.  He  was  born  in  the  house 
where  he  now  lives,  located  in  Charlotte,  on 
August  20,  183G.  He  early  attended  the 
schools  of  that  section,  supplemented  by  a 
course  of  two  terms  in  the  Fredonia  Acad- 

emy. Feeling  the  need  of  a  practical  educa- 
tion, Mr.  Lake  entered  Bryant  and  Strat- 

ton's  Commercial  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Having  thus  prepared  himself  for  the  bat- 

tle of  life,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  best 
educational  advantages  of  the  day,  Mr.  Lake 
entered  upon  the  duties  at  hand. 

Having  commenced  to  teach  in  the  com- 
mon schools  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  Mr.  Lake 

purchased  the  old  homestead  of  his  family 
four  years  later,  and  since  that  early  period 
in  life,   he   has   been   a  highly  successful 



CHARLOTTE 
335 

farmer.  He  regards  practical  agriculture  as 
one  of  the  most  estimable  occupations  af- 

forded in  the  nation  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
state  that  Mr.  Lake  has  honored  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  residents  of  Charlotte  have  frequent- 
ly expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  worth 

and  ability  of  Mr.  Lake.  First  as  a  High- 
way Commissioner  for  three  years,  then  as 

an  Assessor  for  a  term  of  twelve  years,  and 
later  during  his  seven  years  of  service  upon 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  Mr.  Lake  demon- 

strated his  capability  and  integrity  as  a 
public  official. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  an  active 

EDWIN  F.  LAKE. 

member  of  Charlotte  Center  Grange  and  as 
the  first  Master  of  that  organization,  he 
held  the  chair  for  three  years. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection 
that  Mr.  Lake  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  noteworthy  families  in 
Chautauqua  County.  Daniel  B.  Lake,  the 
father  of  Etlwin  F.,  settled  on  the  farm 
then  a  dense  forest,  where  the  latter  now  re- 

sides. The  present  Mr.  Lake  was  married 
on  February  7,  1859,  to  Mary  E.  Brooks  of 
Charlotte  Township.  The  happy  and  highly 
respected  family  include  the  following  child- 

ren: Daniel  F.,  Addie  M.  and  George  E. 
Lake. 

FRANK    E.  SHAW. 

Frank  E.  Shaw  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
a  breeder  of  fine  horses  and  cattle.  He  is 

a  son  of  Robert  Temple  and  Martha  Cleve- 
land (Whitney)  Shaw,  and  was  born  No 

vember  19,  1840,  in  the  Town  of  Charlotte 
on  the  beautiful  farm  where  he  now  re- 

sides. The  Shaw  family  is  of  English. 
Scotch  and  Irish  descent  and  became  iden- 

tified with  the  New  World  during  the  days 
of  the  Colonies.  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw,  Mr. 

Shaw's  great-grandfather,  was  a  celebrated 
surgeon  of  the  "Green  Mountain  State"  and 
was  famed  far  and  near  for  his  skill.  He 
served  in  the  Revolution  as  surgeon  and 
after  the  war  he  was  appointed  surgeon 

for  the  hospitals  at  Greenbush.  He  repre- 
sented the  Rutland  District  in  Congress 

about  1810.  Dr.  Shaw's  physical  strength, 
also,  was  a  matter  of  renown  and  it  was  said 
he  could  throw  any  man  in  the  state  in  a 
wrestling  match. 

His  son,  Henry  Shaw,  read  law  in  Albany 
and  was  an  active  politician  in  New  Eng- 

land. He  was  a  member  of  the  Massachus- 
etts Senate  and  Legislature  for  twenty- 

five  years  and  was  elested  to  Congress  in 
1820  when  only  twenty-four  years  old.  tak- 

ing his  seat  the  youngest  member  of  that 
body  ever  elected.  He  was  a  firm  friend  of 
Henry  Clay  and  was  his  political  manager 
in  New  England  from  181G-1840.  He  mar- 

ried Laura  Wheeler  of  Lanesboro,  Massa- 
chusetts. Of  their  children  we  are  particu- 

larly interested  in  Henry  W.,  better  known 
as  Josh  Billings,  and  Robert  Temple,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Berkshire  County,  Massa- 

chusetts on  January  23,  1814.  On  Septem- 
ber 23,  1834,  he  married  Martha  Cleveland 

Whitney  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and 
they  moved  to  Norwalk,  Ohio.  In  1839  they 
came  to  Chautauqua  County  and  settled  on 
the  farm  and  in  the  house  now  occupied 
by  F.  E.  Shaw.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
and  pleasing  personality,  superior  intellect 
and  liberal  education. 

Frank  E.  Shaw  was  reared  in  Sinclairville 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  terms 
spent  at  the  Ellington  Academy.  He  went 
to  California  in  18C0  and  was  engaged  there 
for  six  years  in  staging  and  mining.  On 
his  return  to  this  state  in  180G  he  gave  his 
attention  to  farming  and  to  breeding  fine 
road  horses.    He  is  now  interested  in  three 
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farms  in  the  Town  of  Charlotte,  on  which 
is  the  largest  thoroughbred  Jersey  herd  in 
Western  New  York.  He  was  one  of  the 

committee  appointed  by  the  American  Jer- 
sey Cattle  Club  to  represent,  the  Jersey 

interests  at  the  World's  Columbian  Expo- 
sition. 
On  August  5,  1879,  he  married  Ada  L., 

daughter  of  John  Beardsley,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  merchant 
of  Norwalk,  Ohio.  To  their  union  were 

born  twf)  sons  and  one  daughter,  •  Robert 
Francis  (deceased),  Edith  Whitney  and 
Frank  Eugene. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  Dunkirk  in  1887  and 

resided  there  for  nine  years.  He  took  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  Martin  Anti-Fire  Car 

Heating  Company,  was  Vice  President  and 
Business  Manager  and  to  his  extensive  and 
varied  asquaintance  as  well  as  to  his  energy 

and  persistence  was  largely  due  the  rapid  de- 
velopment of  the  system  and  its  adoption 

by  so  many  roads  throughout  the  country. 
Mr.  Shaw  is  a  Republican  and  takes  an 

active  interest  in  matters  relating  to  the 
government.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Re- 

publican County  Committee  in  1884,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Tuberculosis  Commission,  a 

member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for 
three  years  and  foreman  of  the  first  Federal 
Grand  Jury  held  in  Chautauqua  County.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Sylvan  Lodge  No. 
303,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  elected 
Master  fourteen  months  later  and  was  ap- 

pointed Deputy  District  Grand  Master  when 
two  years  and  a  half  a  Mason.  He  is  also 
Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Dunkirk  Com- 
mandery  No.  40,  and  is  a  charter  member 
of  Buffalo  Consistory. 

BELA    B.  LORD. 

Bela  B.  Lord  was  the  son  of  Bela  B.  and 
Polly  Hall  Lord,  and  was  born  October  7, 
1840,  upon  the  farm  where  he  resided  at 
the  time  of  death,  January  19,  1904.  His  par- 

ents came  to  Chautauqua  County  in  1819, 
purchased  this  tract  of  land,  then  a  virgin 
forest  and  by  patient,  unremitting  indus- 

try transformed  it  into  a  fertile  farm.  Amid 
these  surroundings  the  youth  grew  to  man- 

hood, acquiring  a  substantial  common  school 
education,  and  in  course  of  time  embarking 
in  the  business  that  made  his  name  widely 
known.  This  business  was  the  importation 
of  Holstein  cattle  to  this  country.  The  first 
importation  was  in  1880,  and  from  the  first 

the  venture  was  successful,  the  magnificent 

cattle  proving  popular  with  the  farmers  not 
only  of  Chautauqua  County,  but  of  the  entire 
country.  You  can  travel  today  in  almost  any 

dairying  section  of  the  country  and  find  cat- 
tle with  the  distinctive  black  and  white 

markings  of  the  Holstein  breed.  These  cat- 
tle are  bred  from  those  which  Mr.  Lord  im- 

ported to  his  farm  at  Sinclairville. 
For  a  period  of  years  he  conducted  a  large 

business  along  these  lines.  Finally  he 
branched  out  by  including  French  Coach  and 
Percheron  horses  in  his  importations  and  he 
also  commenced  the  breeding  of  standard 
bred  trotting  horses.  From  1880  to  1890  Mr. 
Lord  made  seven  and  his  son  nine  trips  to 

Europe,  visiting  Holland,  Germany,  Scot- 
land, England  and  France  in  the  interests 

of  his  business.  Chautauqua  County  is 
known  far  and  near  for  the  excellence  of 
its  dairy  products,  and  the  Sinclairville 
stock  farm,  the  home  of  B.  B.  Lord,  has 
added  much  to  its  reputation  both  for  dairy 
goods,  large  milk  and  butter  records  and 
fine  stock.  No  finer  horses  and  cattle 
could  be  found  in  America  than  upon  this 

farm,  for  Mr.  Lord's  motto  was  always  to 
purchase  only  the  best,  and  he  attributes 
all  his  success  to  this  fact,  together  with 
fair,  honorable  dealing.  His  stables  and 
herd  were  well  represented  at  all  the  prom- 

inent fairs  and  won  their  share  of  the  prizes. 
At  the  International  fair  at  Buffalo  in  1889 
every  horse  he  entered  received  a  prize. 

Mr.  Lord  was  a  public  spirited  citizen  and 
popular  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived, 
although  the  fact  that  politically  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party  pre- 

vented him  from  holding  public  office  in  this 
county.  Several  years  ago,  however,  he  was 
selected  as  an  available  candidate  to  head 

a  movement  against  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  Sheriff  and  his  strong  personality 

and  unimpeachable  personal  character  won 
for  him  a  flattering  vote  in  the  county. 

His  domestic  life  was  ideal.  He  was  mar- 
ried March  11,  1862,  to  Elizabeth  C.  Kirlton 

of  Louisville,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New 
York,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
should  remain  with  her  invalid  widowed 
mother  during  her  lifetime,  which  they  did; 
and  are  still  remembered  by  their  acquain- 

tances there  as  deserving  their  later  suc- 
cesses for  their  devotion  to  their  aged  and 

helpless  relative.  They  had  one  son,  Clar- 
ence J.,  a  young  man  of  marked  ability,  who 

was  associated  for  a  time  with  his  father 
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in  the  stock  importing  business,  and  who 
subsequently  removed  to  Olympia,  Washing- 

ton, where  he  became  associated  with  the 
Capital  National  Bank  of  that  city.  So  thor- 

oughly has  he  become  identified  with  the 
commercial  and  public  interests  of  the  state 
that  he  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  Repub- 

lican leaders. 
Mrs.  Lord,  also,  has  attained  distinction 

through  her  connection  with  the  Order  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  being  at  present 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  state  organization. 
(See  page  1GG  this  volume.)  Mr.  Lord  was 
a  prominent  Mason,  a  good  citizen  and  one 
of  the  conspicuous  men  of  Chautauqua 
County. 

THE  DEAR  OLD  HOME. 

Lines  by  Mrs.  Laura  Burlingame  written 
when  eighty-two  years  of  age,  concerning  a 
sickness  when  absent  from  her  home  in 
Sinclairville. 

Hasten,  hasten,  morning  light, 
Chase  the  gloom  of  night  away, 
Hasten  o'er  the  eastern  hills, 
Ope  the  golden  gates  of  day. 
Let  the  sun  light  up  the  grove, 
Where  the  maple  leaves  are  gay, 
Hasten,  hasten,  morning  light, 
Chase  the  gloom  of  night  away. 

Slowly,  slowly  pass  the  hours, 
As  I  mark  their  lingering  flight 
On  the  restless  bed  of  pain 
Wishing  for  the  morning  light. 
Slowly  ticks  the  kitchen  clock,, 
Telling  moments  o'er  and  o'er. 
While  the  watcher  by  the  bed 
Starts  and  wakes,  then  sleeps  once  more. 

Forests  wore  their  robes  of  green 
And  the  days  were  long  and  bright 
When  L  weary,  laid  me  down 
On  my  bed  that  summer  night. 
Wearied  utterly  and  sad 
Long  upon  that  bed  I  lay, 
From  my  own  loved  home  afar, 
Fever  seized  me  for  its  prey. 

Your  mimic  states,  Chautauqua,  make 
Six  less'ning  rows  from  Erie's  Lake, 
To  Quakerland,  and  every  one, 
From  Sheridan  to  Kiantone, 
From  Cherry  Creek  to  Ripey,  west, 
Her  citizens  pronounce  the  best. 
Home  ever  was  the  dearest  spot. 
And  there  are  those  who  love  Charlotte. 

They  know  her  hills  are  not  more  green, 
No  fairer  valleys  lie  between, 
Her  shining  streams  are  not  more  clear. 
Her  bird-songs  charm  not  more  the  ear, 

Her  flowers  and  fruit  are  not  more  fine 
Than  those  outside  her  boundary  line. 
They  simply  say  that  they  ask  not 
A  dearer  home  than  old  Charlotte. 

They're  modest  and  they  will  not  boast 
Possessions  that  they  prize  the  most, 
Their  lovely  women  and  grand  men 
Who  well  deserve  historic  pen; 
Beyond  their  gifts  of  heart  and  brain 
They  have  integrity  sans  stain. 
White  records,  without  cloud  or  blot. 
You  seek  not  vainly  in  Charlotte. 

Days  have  lengthened  into  weeks, 
Weeks  have  dragged  their  length  along. 
Creeping  slowly  back  to  life 
Naught  I  find  of  bloom  or  song. 
All  the  little  birds  are  fled 
And  the  autumn's  quiet  hours 
Stealing  by  with  stealthy  tread 
Chill  to  death  the  lingering  flowers. 

All  the  leaves  have  drifted  down, 
Passing  silently  away, 
All  the  trees  are  bare  and  brown, 
All  the  fields  are  cold  and  gray. 
Take  me  from  this  hated  room, 
Let  me  breathe  the  free,  fresh  air; 
Oh,  to  know  I'm  homeward  bound — 
Children's  love  awaits  me  there. 

L.  M.  B. 
Sinclairville,  1893. 

Errata — In  the  Town  of  Charlotte  exhibits 
as  published  in  Vol.  I,  pages  389,  390,  391, 
corrections  are  here  made. 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Copp  should  read  Mrs.  T.  D. 
Copp;  Mrs.  Abbie  Scott  Doley  should  be 

Doty;  Hon.  Obed  Edson's  name  should  pre- 
cede the  list,  beginning  with  Major  Sin- 

clear's  Royal  Arch  apron,  now  included  in 
J.  D.  Emley's. 

Mrs.  Mahala  Dibble  had  on  exhibition  a 

large,  home-made  linen  bed-spread,  spun 
and  woven  by  Ruby  Sherman  and  Re- 

becca Sherman  Dibble,  tied  in  patterns  with 

wicking  in  French  knots,  five  years'  work 
in  tying.  Outside  pocket  of  home-made 
linen,  spun  and  woven  by  the  same,  em- 

broidered with  silks  from  worms  of  their 
own  raising  and  colored  by  themselves. 

Shuttle  on  which  the  silk  was  wound. 
Skein  of  spun  silk,  first  dress  and  embroid- 

ered baby  caps  of  Horace  Dibble,  1827. 
Mrs.  Henry  Kirk. — Oil  portraits  of  her- 

self and  husband  by  George  Allen. 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Brock. — Oil  portraits  of  her 

father  and  mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster 
Kirk,  by  the  same  artist. 





CHAUTAUQUA. 

The  town  of  Chautauqua  originally 

comprised  this  county  except  its  east- 
ern range  of  townships.  It  was  formed 

from  the  Town  of  Batavia  April 

n,  1804.  When  the  county  was  organ- 
ized, March  11,  1808,  the  town  was  en- 

larged by  the  addition  of  the  eastern  or 

tenth  range  of  townships.  All  the  other 

towns  of  the  county  have  been  formed 

from  the  original  town,  reducing  it  to 
its  present  dimensions.  It  is  irregular 
in  form,  lies  west  of  the  center  of  the 

county  on  both  sides  of  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  lake  and  is  one  of  the 

largest  towns,  containing  forty-one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen 

acres.  Its  surface  is  hilly  and  forms  the 
watershed  between  Lake  Erie  and 

Chautauqua  Lake.  Chautauqua  Creek 

forms  part  of  the  western  boundary. 

The  other  principal  streams  are  the  in- 
let, which  empties  into  the  lake  neas 

Hartfield,  Prendergast  Creek,  in  the 
southern  part,  Dewittville  and  the 
Mud  Creeks.  Although  the  town  is 

hilly  and  broken,  and  by  reason  of  its 
elevated  situation  is  exposed  to  deep 
snows  and  severe  storms  in  winter,  it 

has  fine  and  striking  scenery.  From  the 
high  hills  in  its  northern  and  western 

parts  a  magnificent  view  is  presented  to 

the  grape  belt,  and  the  wide  and  blue 

expanse  of  Lake  Erie  bearing  upon  its 
bosom  the  commerce  of  the  west,  and, 

in  the  distance  one  may  see  the  shores 

and  hills  of  Canada.  The  upper  portion 

of  Chautauqua  Lake  extends  into  the 

eastern  part  of  the  town.  From  May- 
ville  a  fine  view  may  be  had  of  the 
pleasant  shores  of  the  lake,  Dewittville 

(1)  For  the  story  of  how  Mayville  received  its  name,  s< 

and  other  beautiful  bays.  Within  its 

limits  is  the  Village  of  Mayville,  the  cap- 

ital of  the  county,  with  which  is  associat- 
ed so  much  of  historical  interest ;  also 

the  far-famed  Chautauqua  Assembly 

grounds,  picturesque  Point  Chautau- 
qua, the  Villages  of  Hartfield,  Summer- 

dale  and  Dewittville,  and  the  Countv 

alms  house  and  asylum.  The  county 

seat  being  located  here,  many  of  the 
events  connected  with  it  belong  to  the 

general  history,  which  see. 
The  first  settlement  was  made  by  Dr. 

Alexander  Mclntyre  of  Meadville,  in 

1804.  He  built  a  log  dwelling  at  May- 
ville near  the  steamboat  landing. 

Around  it  he  erected  a  stockade  "to 

protect  it  from  the  Indians,"  as  he  said. 
He  had  been  captured  by  and  resided 
with  Indians  many  years,  acquiring 

their  habits,  and  claimed  to  have  learn- 

ed the  healing  art  of  them.  Dr.  Mc- 

Intyre's  stockade  had  been  built  when, 
in  the  fall  of  1804,  the  Holland  Land 

Company  sent  William  Peacock  to  sur- 
vey and  map  out  a  town  at  the  head  of 

the  lake.  Mayville  then  received  its 

name.  (1)  William  Green  says:  "Supplies 
had  been  sent  ahead,  and  left  in  charge 

of  the  Doctor  (Mclntyre)  but  when  the 
surveyors  arrived  they  found  that  a 

party  of  flat-boatmen  from  Fort  Pitt, 
now  Pittsburg,  had  been  up  and  plun- 

dered their  storehouse  of  its  provi- 

sions. The  work  was  accomplished  how- 
ever, the  party  subsisting  on  potatoes, 

(it  is  not  known  from  what  source  they 
were  obtained),  and  such  game  as  they 

could  procure.  The  place  was  beau- 
tifully   located,    (he    natural  scenery 

;  volume  i.  via^e  S85. 
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charming.  The  territory  mapped  was 
two  miles  wide,  from  Chautauqua  Lake 

to  the  two  Chautauqua  Creeks,  and  the 
work  was  done  with  wonderful  accuracy, 

as  many  subsequent  surveys  have  fully 

proven." It  appears  that  boatmen  from  Pitts- 
burg had  reached  the  head  of  the  lake 

at  that  early  date.  It  is  quite  likely 

that  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  busi- 

ness of  transporting  salt  over  the  Port- 
age between  Lakes  Erie  and  Chautau- 
qua, and  to  Pittsburg  by  Chautauqua 

Lake,  and  the  Allegheny  and  its  trib- 
utaries. In  1807  Captain  John  Scott, 

who  had  located  at  Canadaway  in 

1804,  and  had  married  Brilliant,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Orsamus  Holmes  of 

Sheridan,  came  and  opened  among  the 

hemlocks  on  the  present  site  of  May- 
ville,  a  public  inn.  This,  the  first  inn, 
was  made  of  logs,  and  stood  upon  the 
east  side  of  Main  Street,  between  the 

Episcopal  Church  and  the  Mayville 
House.  Mr.  Scott  was  Supervisor  of 

Chautauqua  in  181 3.  He  removed  from 

Mayville  about  1826,  and  died  in  Illi- 
nois in  1845.  In  1808  George  Lowry 

settled  in  Mayville,  and  also  opened  a 

primitive  inn.  He  was  one  of  the  cel- 
ebrated family  of  ten  brothers,  who 

with  their  mother  Margaret,  emigrated 
from  Ireland  in  the  last  century.  Their 

names  were  Samuel,  Hugh,  John,  Rob- 
ert, James,  Andrew,  William,  George, 

Alexander  and  Morrow.  Most  of  them 

became  early  settlers  of  Erie  County, 

Pennsylvania.  In  George  Lowry's  old 
bar-room  occurred  a  desperate  fight 

between  some  settlers  and  Pennsyl- 
vania boatmen,  which  furnished  busi- 

ness for  several  of  the  earliest  terms 

of  court.  His  son,  James  B.  Lowry, 

was  County  Clerk  in  1828. 

In  1808  the  County  of  Chautauqua 

was  organized,  and  that  year  Jonas 
Williams,  Isaac  Sutherland  and  Asa 

Ransom,  the   Commissioners  appoint- 

ed to  decide  upon  the  county  seat, 

"erected  a  large  hemlock  post"  at  May- 
ville to  designate  the  spot  fixed  by 

them.  Although  the  county  was  not 

completely  organized,  measures  were 
immediately  taken  to  prepare  the  county 

seat  for  the  public  purposes  for  which 

it  was  designed.  Darius  Dexter  had 

come  to  Chautauqua  from  Herkimer 

County  that  spring.  To  him  the  con- 
tract was  given  by  Joseph  Ellicott  to 

cut  and  clear  a  road  commencing  at 

the  head  of  Chautauqua  Lake  ex- 

tending one  and  one-half  miles  to- 
ward Westfield.  He  cut  this  road,  now 

Main  street,  six  rods  wide,  and  cleared 
it  to  the  width  of  three  rods.  He  also 

cleared  the  land  of  the  public  square. 

Dr.  John  E.  Marshall,  a  well  educated 

physician,  now  moved  into  the  woods 
that  covered  the  site  of  Mayville.  He 

married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Deacon  Or- 
samus Holmes,  of  Sheridan,  in  1810. 

The  primitive  condition  of  Mayville 

and  its  sparse  population  is  described 

by  John  Russell  who  visited  it  about 
that  time : 

Inhabitants  were  few  when  I  came  from 
the  Cross  Roads,  (Westfield),  to  Mayville. 
John  Scott's  was  the  first  house  in  the  thick 
forest  of  hemlock.  I  inquired  how  far  it 
was  to  the  lake.  Dr.  John  Marshall  resided 

there.  He  answered  about  one-quarter  of 
a  mile.  I  looked,  but  could  not  see  anything 
but  a  thick  hemlock  lorest,  and  underbrush 
so  thick  that  I  could  not  see  a  man  ten  rods. 

I  went  on  and  soon  came  to  George  Lowry's. 
He  lived  in  a  small  hut.  He  said  he  kept 
a  tavern  and  could  accommodate  me.  The 
lake  hove  in  sight.  I  went  on,  and  there 
was  old  Mclntyre  back  of  his  house,  which 
was  picketed.  Fronting  .ne  lake  the  pickets 
were  eight  feet  high  out  of  the  ground.  I 
really  thought  they  were  put  there  to  defend 
the  town  in  case  of  attack. 

In  1809,  Artemas  Hearick,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  came  from  Chenango 

to  Mayville.  He  was  early  appointed 
one  of  the  Associate  Judges. 

The  anticipation  of  a  complete  or- 
ganization of  the  county  with  Mayville 
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as  its  county  seat,  now  influenced  peo- 
ple to  take  up  residence  there.  As 

courts  were  soon  to  be  held,  attorneys 
were  the  first  to  he  attracted.  Anselm 

Potter,  the  first,  and  Dennis  Brackett 

the  second  lawyer  of  the  county,  both 

settled  here  in  1810,  and  Casper  Rouse 
a  little  later.  Brackett  built  an  office, 

which  was  crushed  soon  after  by  a 

falling  tree.  The  same  year  the  Holland 

Land  Company  erected  an  office  for 
the  sale  of  its  lands,  and  William 

Peacock,  its  well-known  agent,  took 

up  his  residence  here.  Jonathan  Thomp- 

WATKHMAN  TINK  COM. 
An  Early  Settler  and  Inn-keeper. 

son,  one  of  the  first  Associate  Judges 

of  the  county,  came  from  Saratoga 

County  to  Mayville  in  1810;  four  years 
later  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania. 
Waterman  Tinkcom,  from  Saratoga 

County,  for  many  years  a  well-known 
inn-keeper  in  Mayville,  became  a  res- 

dent  here  that  year.  In  181 1,  the  coun- 

ty having  become  fully  organized,  Cap- 
tain Scott  enlarged  his  log  tavern  by 

a  plank  frame  addition  of  green  lumber 

for  a  court  house.  In  it,  the  June  he- 
fore  it  was  completed,  the  first  court 

of  record  was  held,  and  in  October, 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  here  mef.. 
There  were  but  two  members,  Matthew 

Prendergast  of  Chautauqua  and  Philo 
Orton  of  Pomfret.  This  year  Morrow 

Lowry  settled  in  Mayville.  His  son, 
Morrow  B.,  born  in  Mayville  in  1 81 3, 

afterwards  was  a  distinguished  citizen 
of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Nathaniel 

A.  Lowry,  son  of  Alexander,  settled  in 
Jamestown,  and  Hugh  W.  Lowry,  a 
merchant  of  Westfield,  was  the  son  of 

another  of  the  brothers.  Jediah  Pren- 
dergast came  to  Mayville  in  181 1.  He 

was  the  first  physician.  William  Pren- 
dergast, his  nephew,  the  second  physi- 

cian, soon  followed  him  here.  William 

Prendergast,  son  of  Martin  and  Phebe 

(Holmes)  Prendergast,  grandson  of 

William,  the  physician,  and  great-grand- 
son of  Matthew,  was  born  in  Chautau- 

qua in  1854.  He  was  educated  at  May- 
ville Academy  and  was  graduated  from 

Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania,  in  1883.  He  then 

located  at  Mayville,  where  he  has  been 

a  successful  physician.  In  181 1  the  first 

store  was  established  in  Mayville  by  Je- 

diah and  Martin'  Prendergast.  William 
Smith  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 

Mayville  He  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1808,  emigrated  to  Oneida  County 
and  a  few  years  later  to  Mayville,  where 

he  opened  a  law  office.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Surrogate  in  1821,  which  office 

he  held  for  nineteen  years.  He  was 

one  of  the  founders  of  the  Mayville 
Sentinel.    He  died  in  i860. 

Settlement  was  now  being  rapid- 
ly made  in  Mayville  and  the  village 

advanced  in  the  short  period  of  sev- 
en years  from  an  unbroken  wilder- 

ness, without  a  single  settler,  to  he  the 
capital  of  an  extensive  county,  with  a 

Clerk's  office,  land  office,  inns  and  many 
habitations,  rude,  it  is  true,  and  other 

pacts  of  the  Town  of  Chautauqua  were 

being  settled  also.    In  1805  Peter  Barn- 
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hart,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  locat- 
ed a  short  distance  north  of  Point  Chau- 

tauqua. His  sons,  Jonathan,  Peter  and 

Henry,  also  settled  in  the  town.  Jona- 
than Smith  in  the  same  year  made  the 

first  settlement  on  the  west  side  near 

the  grounds  of  the  Chautauqua  Assem- 
bly. The  Prendergasts  in  March,  t8o6, 

contracted  for  a  large  tract  of  land  near 
the  Chautauqua  Assembly  Grounds,  and 
the   same  month  James  and  William 

Prendergast,  Jr.,  erected  a  log  house 

there.  In  June  the  family  arrived.  Fil- 
er Sackett  in  June,  1805,  bought  land 

at  Dewittville  where  John  Mason  early 
settled.  He  married  Maria,  daughter 
of  Captain  Anson  Leet.  Darius  Scofield 

settled  early  at  Dewittville.  His  sons 

were  Seely,  Darius,  Gleni  W.,  a  lawyer 

of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  several  terms 
a  representative  in  Congress  ;  Benjamin 

F.,  Timothy  Bryant,  a  lawyer.  Nathan 

and  Daniel  Cheney  early  settled  a  mile 

north  of  Dewittville.  John  Miles  with 

a  large  family  settled  on  lot  nine  near 
the  east  line  of  the  town.  Dr.  Lawton 

Richmond,  the  third  physician,  settled 
near  Dewittville  in  181 1.  He  removed 
to  Westfield. 

Philo  Hopson  from  Herkimer  Coun- 
ty, settled  a  mile  north  of  Hartfield 

upon  land  bought  in  1809.  At  an  early 
day  he  and  William  Bateman  built  a 
sawmill  at  Hartfield.     Zaccheus  Han- 

chett  settled  on  lot  number  twenty- 
three.  Dexter  Barns,  a  noted  axe- 
maker,  first  settled  in  Stockton  where 

he  built  its  first  blacksmith  shop.  He 
removed  to  Hartfield  where  he  died. 

He  had  three  sons,  Hiram,  Perry  and 
Lomon. 

Darius  Dexter,  after  cutting  out  Main 
Street  and  clearing  the  public  square 
in  Mayville  in  1808,  returned  east  and 

came  back  the  next  spring  with  his  wife 

and  purchased  land  on  lot  twenty,  north- 
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east  of  Hartfield.  John,  William,  Dan- 
iel, Winsor,  (  His,  Samuel,  George  and 

Stephen,  brothers  of  Darius,  it  is  be- 
lieved came  with  him  in  i8o<j.  His 

brother  William  and  John  W.  Winsor 

took  tip  other  parts  of  the  lot  at  the 
same  time.  Samuel  in  i8oy  took  land 

on  lot  number  seventeen.  John  was 

County  Clerk  thirteen  years.  He  and 

Darius  had  a  store  and  ashery  at  De- 
wittville.  In  1830  they  removed  to  East 

Jamestown  and  built  mills  and  the  place 
took  the  name  of  Dexterville. 

Notwithstanding  the  progress  that 

had  been  made  in  settling  Mayville  and 
other  localities,  at  the  close  of  181 1  but 

little  inroads  had  really  been  made  upon 
the  dense  forests  of  the  town.  The 

winter  of  1811  and  1812  was  unusually 

severe.  The  graphic  description  by 
Oliver  Cleland  of  a  journey  he  and  his 
brother  Nathan  made  from  Cassadaga 

to  Mayville  will  give  some  idea  of  the 

hardships  endured  by  the  earlv  settlers  : 
The  winter  of  1811  and  1812  was  a  very 

hard  one  and  the  snow  fell  five  feet  deep 
in  the  woods.  There  was  but  one  house  from 
Cassadaga  to  Mayville,  twelve  miles,  and 
nothing  but  marked  trees.  There  came  a 
man  there  called  Captain  Leet.  He  came 
in  the  spring  of  1811  and  built  a  cabin, 
cleared  off  what  he  could  and  raised  some 
potatoes.  When  winter  came  it  shut  him 
in  and  he  saw  no  human  being  all  the  win- 

ter but  his  own  family.  When  the  spring 
opened,  he  cleared  more  land,  planted  corn 

and  potatoes  and  worked  through  the  sum- 
mer. He  said  he  would  not  be  blocked  in 

there  another  winter  with  his  family,  and 
so  it  proved.  About  the  first  of  November 
my  brother  Nathan  and  I  took  our  axes  and 
went  through  the  woods  to  Mayville  in 
quest  of  work.  There  were  four  or  five 
families  there.  John  Scott  had  built  the 
first  courthouse.  We  found  George  Lowry 
there  with  his  family.  I  believe  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  he  kept  tavern.  He  hired  us 
to  chop  for  him  twenty  cords  of  three  foot 
wood  at  twenty-five  cents  a  cord  and  board. 
We  finished  the  8th  of  November.  On  the 
9th  we  started  for  home  after  we  had  ent 
our  breakfast.  We  had  not  gone  more  than 
half  a  mile  when  it  began  to  snow  and  I 

thought,  and  still  think  I  never  saw  it  snow 
so  fast.  When  we  got  about  half  way  to 

Mr.  Leet's  we  met  him  with  his  family,  two 
teams  and  two  sleds  coming  out  of  the 
snow  which  was  now  middledeep.  He  told 
us  that  we  would  be  obliged  to  stay  at  his 
house  that  night.  Guessed  we  would  find 
a  fire  there  which  we  did.  We  did  not  go 
more  than  half  a  mile  before  the  tracks  of  the 
sleds  were  entirely  covered.  We  wallowed 
on  and  before  dark  reached  the  house.  The 
snow  by  this  time  was  knee  deep.  We 
were  tired  and  hungry,  having  eaten  noth- 

ing since  breakfast.  What  was  to  be  done? 
I  told  my  brother  to  go  to  cutting  rails  for 
wood  and  I  would  go  and  hunt  the  potato 
hole.  I  found  the  fragments  of  an  old  bas- 

ket, took  it,  went  out,  kicked  and  pulled 
away  the  snow,  and  got  about  a  peck. 
When  I  got  in  my  brother  had  a  good  fire 
and  we  roasted  part  of  them  for  supper  and 
slept  on  the  floor.  In  the  morning  we  roast- 

ed the  rest  of  our  potatoes  for  breakfast, 
filled  our  pockets  with  those  not  eaten,  and 
started.  It  had  stopped  snowing  but  the 
snow  was  up  to  our  waists.  We  went  about 
twenty  rods  and  turned  back  with  very 
long  countenances  but  not  discouraged.  In 
the  chamber  floor  were  some  pretty  wide 
boards,  and  out  of  them  we  made  board 
snow  shoes.  We  found  some  tow  that  I 
made  up  into  strings  and  we  tied  the  boards 
on  our  feet  and  started.  They  held  us  up 
so  we  would  not  go  into  the  snow  only 
about  ankle  deep.  The  new  snow  was  about 
three  feet  deep  and  was  very  heavy.  In 
traveling  we  took  turns  in  going  ahead,  the 
one  that  went  behind  having  the  advantage 

of  the  other's  tracks.  We  ate  our  potatoes 
for  dinner  in  the  woods  where  is  now  Stock- 

ton. Joseph  Sackett  had  got  onto  the  hill 
between  Cassadaga  and  Bear  Lake,  but  had 
made  no  improvement.  When  we  sot  there 
be  had  gone  down  to  Cassadaga  with  a 
horse  to  break  the  road,  so  we  dismissed  our 
boards  and  walked  on  and  made  out  to  get 
home. 

The  Mr.  Leet  mentioned  was  Captain 
Anson  Leet  of  Connecticut,  who  came 

to  Stockton  in  1810  and  in  1814  pur- 
chased the  land  at  Point  Chautauqua, 

formerly  known  as  Leet's  Point,  and 
was  the  first  to  settle  at  Point  Chautau- 

qua. He  had  eleven  children,  fonathan 
I).,  Simon,  Timothy,  Lewis,  Eliza,  who 
married   Nehemiah   Merrick  :  Caroline, 
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who  married  William  Vorce ;  Maria, 

who  married  John  Mason ;  Franklin, 

who  married  first  Sally  Sumner ;  Wil- 
liam, who  resided  on  the  old  homestead 

until  his  death  in  1904;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  W.  Barnhart ;  Julia  Ann. 

William  Hunt  the  next  year  settled  lot 

twenty-nine,  township  three.  His  land 
included  the  Chautauqua  Assembly 
Grounds.  He  had  nine  children,  among 
them  Elvacinda,  who  married  Oliver 

Hitchcock,  father  of  Corydon  Hitch- 
cock, once  Sheriff,  and  Elzaide,  who 

married  John  Scott,  father  of  William 
H.  Scott  of  Gerry.  There  were  others 

who  settled  early.  In  the  southeast 

part  Samuel  Porter,  Jared  Irwin,  Icha- 
bod  Wing,  Ephraifn  Hammond  and 
Robert  Lawson.  Richard  Whitney, 

father  of  Henry,  Thomas  and  Richard, 

settled  upon  lot  twenty-one.  David 
Morris  settled  on  lot  thirty-eight.  His 
sons  were  John  B,  Hon.  Lorenzo  of 
Fredonia,  Thomas,  Edwin,  Phineas  J. 

In  the  south  part  Alfred  Paddock,  David 

Adams,  Robert  Donaldson,  Palta  Sweat- 
land,  Dennis  and  Ava  Hart,  Samuel 
Hustis  and  William  Fowler.  In  the 

southwest  part  Jacob  Putnam  and  Jos- 
eph Davis  in  the  north  part.  William 

T.  Howe  settled  a  mile  northeast  of 

Mayville  in  1816. 

"Mary  Justina  Johnson  was  the  only 
child  of  wealthy  parents.  Music  and 

language  were  her  forte  and  when  four 
years  old  she  had  lessons  upon  the 
piano.  She  readily  learned  to  read 

French,  Italian  and  German.  Her  fath- 
er died  when  Mary  was  thirteen  and 

soon  after  the  firm  of  which  Mr.  John- 
son was  a  partner  made  a  pretence  of 

failure  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  ignorant  of 

business,  gave  up  her  papers  and  lost 
her  property.  Mary  became  a  music 
teacher.  She  married  John  Leonard 
Baker.  Their  children  were  Matilda. 

Lawrence  M.,  Eliza  and  Edwin  I.  L.,  a 

wellknown  clergymajJ,  Mrs.  Baker  mar- 

ried second  Samuel  B.  Porter  of  Har- 

risburg,  Pennsylvania,  a  native  of  Balls- 
ton  Springs,  New  York.  Mr.  Porter 
had  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  four  miles  south  of  Mayville.  After 
clearing  an  acre  and  building  a  log 
cabin  he  brought  his  wife  and  two 
youngest  children  to  their  new  home 

in  the  wilderness.  Mrs.  Porter  keenly 
felt  the  loneliness, separated  from  friends 

and  without  near  neighbors,  but  her 
correspondence  with  her  schoolmate 

and  lifelong  friend,  Mrs.  Lucretia  Mott. 
was  a  great  comfort  to  her.  At  first 

Mr.  Porter  was  obliged  to  obtain  flour 
from  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  from 

Jamestown.  The  hardships  of  pioneer 
life  soon  undermined  his  health,  con- 

sumption developed  and  Mrs.  Porter 

supported  the  family  by  teaching  music 
in  Mayville,  Westfield,  Fredonia  and 

Jamestown.  Her  pupils  were  among  the 
best  families.  Their  daughter,  Olive 

H.,  but  thirteen,  was  the  home-keeper 
and  cared  for  her  father.  Mr.  Porter 

died  in  October,  1863.  Mrs.  Porter 
died  in  November,  1848,  after  a  life  of 

usefulness,  patience  and  indomitable 

courage."  Their  daughter  Olive  H., 
married  Robert  P.  Hewes,  who  died, 

aged  eighty,  in  September,  1894.  They 
have  eight  living  children:  Marv  J.  P., 
Cassius  M.  C,  John  W.,  Franklin  S., 
Robert  V.  A.,  Thomas  S.,  Edward  B. 

and  Minnie  G.  John  W.  married  Jessie 
B.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  J. 
Decker.  She  died  in  December,  1893. 

Edward  B.  married  Fluvilla  B.  Tucker, 

granddaughter  of  Lucius  Lombard  of 

Ripley  ;  they  have  three  children,  George 
R.,  Fluvilla  and  Edward  B. 

The  principal  events  in  the  history  of 

the  town  subsequent  to  the  location  of 
the  county  seat  and  the  building  of  the 

first  courthouse  have  already  been  re- 

lated. Mayville,  as  the  place  for  hold- 
ing the  courts,  the  meeting  of  the  Board 

of  Supervisors,  the  keeping  of  the  pub- 
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lie  records  and  the  transaction  of  the 

general  business  of  the  county,  soon 

grew  into  a  village  of  importance  and 

naturally  attracted  leading  and  influen- 
tial citizens  to  become  residents.  Sam- 

uel S  .Whallon,  when  a  boy,  came  with 
his  parents  to  Mayville  about  1812  and 

resided  there  until  his  death  in  1858. 

He  was  a  prominent  merchant,  a  Mem- 

ber of  Assembly  and  in  1856  was  elect- 
ed Canal  Commissioner  and  held  that 

and  became  a  merchant.  He  was  Post- 
master for  twenty  years,  succeeding 

Jedidiah  Tracy.  William  Green,  long 

a  well-known  citizen  and  lawyer,  came 
to  Mayville  to  reside  in  1824.  His 
brother,  Richard  ().,  once  a  County 

Clerk,  and  George  A.,  Surrogate,  came 
to  Mayville  later.  In  1828  increased 

facilities  for  communication  with  James- 

town were  given  to  Mayville  by  the  side- 
wheel  steamboat  Chautauque.  She  made 

CH/iUTAUqUA  COUNTY  JAIL. 

office  until  he  died.  About  181 5  Jedi- 
diah Tracy  moved  to  Mayville  from 

Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  kept 
for  many  years  one  of  the  best  and 
most  popular  inns  in  the  county.  It 

was  patronized  by  the  Judges,  lawyers, 

jurymen,  witnesses,  litigants  and  all 
whom  business  called  to  court.  Rob- 

ertson Whiteside  settled  in  Chautauqua 

about  1820.  He  was  subsequently  Coun- 
ty Treasurer  and  a  Member  of  Assem- 

bly.   Jesse  Brooks  came  to  Mayville 

her  first  trip  Jul;  4,  1828.  This  year 
Omar  Farwell  came  to  Mayville  and 

engaged  in  the  tanning  business  and 
established  a  store.  John  Pdrdsall  about 
this  time  became  a  resident  and  one  of 

its  most  distinguished  citizens.  Daniel 
Tennant  emigrated  from  Scotland  and 

about  1748  settled  in  Connecticut  where 

his  son  Daniel  was  born  about  1761 

and  when  eighteen  entered  the  Revolu- 

tionary Army,  was  at  West  Point  at 
the  time  of  the  treason  of  Arnold,  saw 
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the  American  cannon  spiked  prepara- 
tory to  a  surrender  to  the  British  and 

saw  Major  Andre  after  his  capture. 
He  married  Miss  Hale  of  Irish  birth 

She  had  two  brothers  in  the  American 

Army.  After  the  war  he  settled  at 

Waterville,  Oneida  County.  Daniel 
Tennant,  his  son,  born  in  1802,  came 

to  this  county  in  1827  and  bought  a 
wild  timber  land  about  three  miles 

northeast  of  Hartfield.  Later  he  mar- 
ried Hephzibah  M.  Leech,  who  was 

born  in  Connecticut  in  1807,  moved  to 
liuffalo  with  her  parents  whose  home 

was  burned  by  the  British  in  181 2.  Mrs 

Tennant  died  in  1874;  Mr.  Tennant  died 

in  1890.  He  was  a  Whig  and  Republi- 

can-. 
Between  1830  and  1835  many  public 

improvements  were  made  in  the  town 
and  many  citizens  of  worth  came  to 

Mayville.  In  1830  it  was  incorporated 

as  a  village.  In  1831  Matthew  P.  Re- 
mus, son  of  Charles  Bemus,  came  to 

Mayville  to  reside.  He  was  born  in 

Ellery  January  4,  1831.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  public  spirited  citizens,  took 

an  active  part  in  the  building  of  the- 

Cross  Cut  Railroad  and  held  many  im- 
portant public  positions.  In  1832  the 

county  poorhouse  was  erected  and  the 
jail  was  built.  An  act  was  passed  that 
year  to  incorporate  the  Mayville  and 
Portland  Railroad  Company,  capital 

one  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to 

construct  a  railroad  from  Portland  Har- 
bor to  Chautauqua  Lake.  The  design 

was  not  carried  into  execution.  In  1833 

Donald  McKinzie  came  to  Mayville. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  in  the  county.  August  18,  1825, 

he  married  Adelgonda  Humbert  Droz, 

daughter  of  Alphonzo  Humbert  Droz  of 
Berne,  Switzerland.  He  resided  here 
until  his  death,  January  20,  185 r .  His 
life  had  been  of  much  adventure.  He 

was  a  man  of  ability,  of  enterprise  and 
of  honor.    He  left  a  large  and  much 
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HOSPITAL — COUNTY  FARM. 

respected  family.  In  April,  1834,  May- 
ville  Academy  was  incorporated  and  a 
substantial  building  of  brick  erected 
In  tbe  fall  the  Mavville  Sentinel  was 

established  by  William  Kibbe.  About 

a  year  afterward  Beman  Brockway  be- 

came pronrietor  and  conducted  it  suc- 
cessfully for  ten  years,  when  he  re- 

moved to  Oswego.  It  was  then  con- 

ducted by  John  F.  Phelps  until  his  de- 
cease in  1878. 

In  1835  tne  new  courthouse  was  built 

and  the  public  execution  of  Damon  oc- 
curred in  Mayville  on  the  sidehill  not 

far  from  the  Academy.  February  6, 

1836,  the  land  office  was  destroyed  by 
a  mob  and  was  thereafter  opened  and 
kept  at  Westfield. 

William  A.  Mayborne  came  to  May- 

ville to  reside  about  1836,  and  Wil- 
liam Gifford,  a  wellknown  citizen,  about 

1841.  In  1854  Milton  Smith  was  elect- 
ed Sheriff  and  became  a  lifelong  resi- 

dent of  Mayville.    Amos  K.  Warren, 

afterwards  Sheriff,  came  to  Mayville  to 

reside  in  1862.  One  of  the  most  im- 

portant events  favorably  affecting  the 
interests  of  Mayville  was  the  building; 
of  the  Buffalo  and  Oil  Creek  Cross  Cut 

Railroad,  now  in  Western  Xew  York 

&  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  chartered  in 1865. 

A  county  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 

having  been  purchased  near  Dewittville 

a  substantial  brick  poorhouse  was  erect- 
ed in  1832,  which  was  used  until  the 

present  one  was  erected  in  1870.  Build- 
ings for  the  unfortunate  have  been  suc- 

cessively built  there  in  [839,  [851,  1858, 

1868,  [903  and  KJ04.  The  main  build- 
ing of  the  oresent  poorhouse  is  four 

stories  high  with  frontage  of  one  hun- 
dred four  feet  and  depth  of  sixty-eight 

feet.  From  the  rear  there  is  a  center 

wing  twenty-two  feet  wide,  fifty-seven 
feet  six  inches  long,  two  stories  high. 

The  cost  of  the  building  was  thirty-six 
thousand  two  hundred  twenty-six  dol- 
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lars  and  its  furnishings  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  When  it  was  built  it  was  the 

most  beautiful  building  in  the  county 
and  was  declared  by  official  visitors  to 
be  the  finest  and  best  managed  county 
house  in  the  state.  The  farm  now  has 

three  hundred  thirty-eight  and  five- 
tenths  acres  and  the  whole  property  is 

valued  over  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  citizens  of  the  county  have 

just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  care  it  has 
taken  of  its  poor.  Mervin  E.  Smith  is 

the  keeper  and  farm  manager. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  MERVIN  E.  SMITH. 

Those  who  are  connected  with  the  official 

life  of  the  county,  no  less  than  those  famil- 

MEEVIN  E  SMITH. 

iar  with  the  social  circles  of  Central  Chau- 
tauqua, will  view  with  pleasure  the  pictures 

and  read  with  interest  the  sketches  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mervin  B.  Smith.  As  the  efficient 
Master  and  Matron  of  the  County  Farm, 
their  many  acts  of  hospitality  coupled  with 
a  uniform  kindness  to  the  unfortunate,  has 
won  for  them  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts 
of  Chautauquans. 

Mervin  B.  Smith  was  born  in  Ellery,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1853.    His  father  was  Daniel  E. 

Smith,  one  of  the  sturdy  men  of  the  forties; 
while  his  mother  Mary  Jane  Hale  came  to 
this  county  sixty-eight  years  ago. 

Mr.  Smith  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  farming  in  his  early  life;  subsequently 
he  was  Clerk  at  the  Kent  House,  Lakewood, 
and  other  hostelries  around  the  shores  of 
Chautauqua  Lake.  It  was  the  first  of  the 
year  1883  when  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  the  County  House,  and  during 
this  period  of  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
have  conducted  that  institution  in  a  manner 

satisfactory  to  the  general  public  and  pleas- 
ing to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

In  addition  to  his  common  school  educa- 
tion, Mr.  Smith  has  learned  much  through 

his  wide  contact  with  men.  He  is  a  member 

of  Peacock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons; he  is  affiliated  with  the  Jamestown 

Lodge  of  Elks;   and  Mr.  and  Mr;.  Smith 

MRS.  MERVIN  E.  SMITH. 

are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Dewittville. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Payne  Smith  was  born  at 

Blossburg,  Tioga  County,  New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  185G.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John 

and  Elizabeth  Farley  Payne,  both  of  Wol- 
ver,  England.  The  present  Mrs.  Smith  re- 

ceived the  practical  education  of  the  times, 
which  fitted  her  later  in  life  to  conduct  so 
capably  a  public  institution.  Mr.  Smith 
and  she  were  married  at  Newark,  New  Jer- 
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sey,  March  6,  1878.  The  one  child  of  this 
happy  married  life,  Marshall  D.,  was  born 
December  20,  1878,  and  died  March  2,  1885. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Willard  Wood  who  had  charge  of 

the  county  house  from  April  i  to  May 

i,  1882,  when  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Wood 

the  care  until  the  next  April  devolved 
on  Mrs.  Wood.  She  was  born  in  De- 

wittville April  26,  1823,  her  maiden 

name  being-  Sarah  M.  Dayton.  Her 
administration  as  matron  and  especial- 

ly her  kindness  to  the  insane  was  high- 

ly approved  and  showed  her  to  be  pe- 
culiarly fitted  for  the  discharge  of  her 

duties.    She  died  August  6,  1894. 

As  a  result  of  the  Chautauqua  move- 
ment commenced  in  1873  Fair  Point 

has  been  transformed  into  a  unique  and 

permanent  village  and  become  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  town.  The 

lands  that  border  the  mper  part  of  the 

lake  within  the  town  have  greatly  in- 

creased in  value.  September  30,  1875, 

Point  Chautauqua  Association  was  in- 
corporated, the  first  step  towards  the 

improvement  of  Leet's  Point,  the  most 
beautiful  and  sightly  point  on  the  lake, 

upon  which  many  fine  cottages  and  cost- 
ly buildings  have  been  erected.  With 

the  building  of  the  poorhouse  the 

founding  of  Chautauqua  and  of  Point 
Chautauqua,  the  permanent  prosperity 
of  the  town  was  assured  and  also  that 

of  Mayville,  which  is  now  provided  with 

waterworks,  electric  lights,  etc.  May- 
ville is  the  residence  of  many  of  the 

county  officers  and  leading  citizens  of 
the  county. 

Churches. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Mayville 

was  organized  with  thirty-eight  mem- 

bers, by  Elder  Jonathan  Wilson,  a  pio- 
neer missionary  from  Vermont,  Febru- 

ary 7,  1820.  Mr.  Wilson  was  the  first 

pastor  of  the  church.  The  church  edi- 
fice was  built  in  1834. 

The  Chautauqua  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Mayville,  was 

formed  about  1820.  A  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected  in  1 85 1. 

St.  Paul's  Church  of  Mayville  was 
organized  with  about  twenty  members 

in  April,  1823,  by  Rev.  David  Brown, 
the  first  pastor.  The  first  church  edi 
fice  was  completed  in  January,  1828, 

and  consecrated  bv  Bishop  Habart  Seo- 
tember  4,  1828.  The  present  house  was 
built  in  1859  and  consecrated  by  Bishop 

Coxe  May  18,  1865.  Rev.  G.  W.  Sin- 
clair Ayres  entered  upon  the  rectorship 

of  this  church  November  1,  1893.  There 

are  ninety-eight  communicants. 
The  First  Methodist  Eniscopal 

Church  of  Dewittville  was  formed  with 

ten  members  in  1835  by  William  Gif- 
ford.  This  house  of  worship  was  pur- 

chased of  the  Baptists  the  same  year. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Mr.  Burgess. 

The  First  Free-Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Chautauqua  Hill,  four  miles  north 
from  Hartfield,  was  organized  with  five 

members  in  1840  by  Rev.  T.  V.  Main, 

the  first  pastor,  and  a  Mr.  Neely.  A 

house  of  worship  was  built  about  1842. 

Summit  Church,  Methodist  Episco- 
pal, near  Summit  Station,  where  a  class 

had  been  formed,  built  a  house  of  wor- 
ship through  the  instrumentality,  it  is 

said,  of  John  H.  Flagler  in  1849.  The 

first  pastor  after  the  completion  of  the 

church  building  was  Rev.  John  K.  Hal- 
lock. 

The  Christian  Church  at  Dewittville 

was  organized  December  25,  1852,  by 

Rev.  E.  H.  Mosher,  the  first  pastor,  and 

E.  H.  Plalladay.  Their  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1856. 
Mount  Pleasant  Church,  United 

Brethren,  three  and  a  half  miles  south- 
east from  Mayville,  was  organized  with 

eight  members  in  1858  by  Rev.  Z.  Sul- 
livan, the  first  pastor.  A  church  edifice 

was  built  in  1805. 

The  United   Brethren  in  Christ,  of 



352 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Elm  Flats,  was  organized  with  eight 

members,  February  i,  1863,  by  Rev. 
N.  R.  Luce,  the  first  pastor.  A 
house  of  worshio  was  erected  in  1861  ; 

the  present  one  in  1870. 
St.  Peters  Church,  German  United 

Evangelical  Protestant  at  Mayville,  was 

organized  with  twenty  members  in  T871 

by  Rev.  O.  Schroder.  Their  church  edi- 
fice was  erected  in  1871.  The  first  pas- 
tor was  Rev.  Jacob  Weber. 

The  Swedish  Lutherans  organized  a 

church  at  Mayville  in  1870;  built  in  1872. 
Church  and  parsonage  are  worth  four 
thousand  dollars. 

Lodges. 

Summit  Lodge,  No.  312,  Free  and 

Accepted  Masons,  was  instituted  at 

Mayville  in  1818  and  derived  its  name 
from  its  location  on  the  summit  of  the 

watershed  between  the  Mississippi  and 
the  St.  Lawrence  River  systems.  The 

first  meeting  was  held  in  Asahel  Lyon's 
rooms  ;  the  first  officers  were  John  Dex- 

ter, Worthy  Master;  James  M.  Coch- 
rane, Senior  Warden  ;  Asahel  Lyon, 

Junior  Warden  ;  David  Eason,  Treas- 
urer ;  Calvin  Macomber,  Secretary. 

The  lodge  was  discontinued  in  1824  and 

was  revived  on  November  4,  1850,  as 
No.  219.  Its  last  meeting  at  Mayville 
was  held  February  14,  185 1,  and  it  was 
moved  to  Westfield. 

Peacock  Lodge,  No.  696,  Free  and 

Accepted  Masons,  held  its  first  meet- 

ing U.  D.,  February  28,  1869,  and  re- 
ceived its  charter  June  9,  1869.  The 

lodge  perpetuates  the  name  of  a  dis- 
tinguished and  worthy  brother,  Hon. 

William  Peacock,  who  was  ever  gov- 
erned by  true  Masonic  principles.  The 

first  officers  elected  were  N.  G.  Luke, 

Worshipful  Master;  George  Wood, 
Senior  Warden  ;  John  F.  Young,  Junior 
Warden;  Amos  K.  Warren,  Treasurer; 

O.   E.  Tiffany,  Secretary ;  William  S. 

Gleason,  Senior  Deacon ;  Peter  M. 

Pickard,  Junior  Deacon. 

Supervisors. 

John  McMahan,  1805-6-7;  Arthur 
Bell,  1808;  Thomas  Prendergast,  1809; 

Matthew  Prendergast,  1810-11 ;  Samuel 
Ayres,  1812;  John  Scott,  181 3  ;  John  E. 
Marshall,  1814;  Martin  Prendergast, 
1815-16-18,  and  from  1819  to  1833  ;  John 
Dexter,  1817;  Jabez  P..  Burrows,  1834- 

35-36;  William  Prendergast,  1837-38- 
39;  Alva  Cottrell,  1840-41-46;  Dexter 
Barnes,  1842;  Cyrus  Underwood,  1843- 
44;  William  Green,  1845;  Williard  W. 

Crafts,  1847-48-53;  Martin  Prender- 
gast, 1849-61-62-63-64;  Stephen  W. 

Hunt,  1850-51;  Hiram  A.  Pratt,  1852; 

David  Woods,  1854-55  ;  John  Birdsall, 

1856-57;  William  Gifford,  1858-59;  Mil- 
ton G.  Freeman,  i860;  Daniel  H. 

Hewes,  1865 ;  William  P.  Whiteside, 

1866;  Matthew  P.  Bemus,  1867-68-69- 
70-71-72  ;  John  Birdsall,  1873-74;  Sidney 

R.  Lawson,  1875-76;  James  M.  Hunt, 
1877;  Lewis  T.  Harrington,  1878-79; 

Ezra  J.  Scofield,  1880-81-82-83; 
Eldred  Lott,  1884;  J.  Franklin  Hunt, 

1885-86-87;  Herman  Sixbey.  1888-89; 

George  W.  Hewes,  1890-91-92-93; 
Thomas  Hutson,  1894-95-96;  Willis  H. 

Tennant,  1897-98-99;  August  Ander- 
son, 1900-01-02-03;  Thomas  Hutson, 

1904. 

VICTOR  A.  ALBRO. 

In  mentioning  Victor  A.  Albro  we  are  re- 
ferring to  an  estimable  citizen,  a  kind  hus- 

band and  capable  public  official.  Born  on 
October  10,  1844,  in  Westfield,  New  York,  he 
was  the  son  of  Sophronia  Taylor  and  James 
R.  Albro.  Coming  of  sturdy  stock,  the  ap- 

proach of  the  Civil  War  excited  the  fervent 
blood  in  his  veins,  and  during  the  early  days 

of  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hun- 
dred Twelfth  New  York  Regiment.  Both 

his  individual  and  company  records  were  ir- 
reproachable, and  when  he  returned  from 
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the  scenes  of  conflict  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Mayville  in  18G7. 

Soon  thereafter,  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  County  Clerk  as  an  employe,  and  the 
same  determined  qualities  which  caused  him 
to  enlist  as  a  boy,  resulted  in  his  rising  in 
his  place  of  employment.    He  became  Deputy 

VICTOR  A.  il.BKO 

County  Clerk  under  A.  H.  Stafford  and  he 
served  in  a  like  capacity  under  Major  E.  P. 
Putnam.  He  was  nominated  and  elected 
County  Clerk  in  November,  1891,  and  he 
was  renominated  by  the  Republicans  and 
re-elected  in  1894.  He  continued  to  hold 
that  office  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
position  efficiently  until  his  sudden  death 
while  sitting  at  his  desk  February  2G,  1897. 

Mr.  Albro  was  twice  married.  He  and 
Maria  M.  Benson  were  married  at  Ripley, 
New  YorK,  in  18GG;  she  died  in  Mayville 
January  1,  18G9,  and  on  January  25,  1871, 
he  married  Cordelia  L.  Kelsey,  who  survived 
him.  Frank  E.  Albro,  the  child  of  his  first 
marriage,  was  born  April  18,  18G8. 

Mr.  Albro  did  not  neglect  his  fraternal 
and  social  duties.  He  was  Master  of  Pea- 

cock Lodge  No.  G9G;  he  was  a  member  of 
Westfield  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  he 
was  a  Sir  Knight  in  Dunkirk  Commandery, 
No.   40,   and   in   addition   he  was   a  mem- 

ber of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
As  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
as  Trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  he  was  no  less  genial  and  respect- 
ed than  in  the  numerous  other  organiza- 

tions, to  whose  interests  he  was  ever  faith- 
ful. 

AUGUST  ANDERSON. 

August  Anderson,  one  of  the  well  known 
and  popular  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Chau- 

tauqua, was  born  in  Sollebrunn,  Sweden, 
June  27,  18G1,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
his  father  and  family  when  a  lad  of  three 
years.  His  father  settled  at  Mayville  July  2. 
18G4,  and  the  boy  grew  up  in  the  village, 
attended  the  Mayville  Union  School  from 
18G9  to  1878,  and  a  year  later  commenced 

working  at  the  tailor's  trade  which  avoca- 
tion he  has  followed  until  the  present  date, 

graduating  from  the  John  J.  Mitchell  Cut- 
ting School  of  830  Broadway,  New  York,  at 

the  term  ending  March  1,  1887. 

Mr.  Anderson's  public  career  began  in 
1890  when  he  was  elected  Collector.  From 
1892  to  1894  he  served  as  Excise  Commis- 

AUUUST  ANDERSON. 

sioner  of  the  Town  of  Chautauqua  and  from 
189G  to  1899  he  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk. 

In  the  fall  of  1899  Mr.  Anderson  became 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
the  Town  of  Chautauqua.  This  is  regarded 
as  the  most  important  and  responsible  posi- 



354 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

tion  in  the  town  and  his  selection  for  this 
office  is  ample  evidence  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  townsmen 
He  served  as  Supervisor  in  1900  and  1901 
and  his  record  was  such  that  he  was  given 
the  flattering  endorsement  of  a  re-election 
and  thus  remained  on  the  Board  during  the 
years  1902  and  1903,  retiring  at  the  expira- 

tion of  his  second  term. 
March  25,  1892,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united 

in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Dahlin  of  May- 
ville.  They  have  two  children,  Charles  Le- 
roy,  aged  nine,  and  Conrad  August,  aged  six 

years. 
Mr.  Anderson  is  a  charter  member  of  May- 

ville  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, No.  284,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 

Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Mayville.  He 
is  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  the 
town  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who 
know  him. 

CLARENCE    R.  CIPPERLY. 

In  the  personality  of  Clarence  R.  Cipperly 
is  embodied  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
and  representative  business  men  of  the 
County  Seat.  Born  in  Albany  County,  New 
York,  on  November  14,  1862,  Mr.  Cipperly 
dates  his  residence  in  Mayville  from  the 
month  of  January,  1876.  Like  the  other 
young  men  of  his  boyhood  period,  Mr.  Cip- 

perly attended  the  Albany  public  schools, 
later  entering  the  Jamestown  Union  School 
and  finishing  his  formal  education  in  the 
High  School  at  Mayville.  Having  thus  pre- 

pared himself  for  a  business  career  by  a 
thorough  training  in  the  English  branches, 
Mr.  Cipperly  with  characteristic  energy  and 
initiative  commenced  to  secure  a  foothold 
in  the  commercial  circles  of  this  section. 

Steadily  and  surely  he  has  advanced  until 
he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  bank- 

ers of  Central  Chautauqua.  Commencing 
his  work  in  the  banking  offices  of  Skinner, 
Minton  &  Company,  since  the  first  of  May, 
1879,  he  has  been  steadfast  in  his  devotion 
to  the  affairs  at  hand,  both  as  one  of  the  em- 

ployed and  subsequently  as  a  partner  in 
the  extensive  business.  On  July  1,  1894,  the. 
bank  was  incorporated  as  a  State  Bank, 
Mr.  Cipperly  continuing  as  the  efficient 
Cashier. 

Mr.  Cipperly  and  Carrie  J.  Bly  were  mar- 
ried October  30,  1888.  Genevieve,  Frances, 

Clarence  and  Marjean  are  the  names  of 
their  four  children. 

As  an  active  member  of  the  Republican 
Party,  Mr.  Cipperly  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  County  Seat. 
As  Village  Trustee  and  later  President  of 

the  Village  of  Mayville,  Mr.  Cipperly's  ad- 
ministration of  affairs  has  manifested  that 

same  regard  for  order  and  integrity,  which 
has  characterized  his  conduct  of  private 
matters.  At  the  time  of  the  preparation  of 
this  sketch,  he  is  again  serving  as  Village 
Treasurer.  His  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  young  has  made  him  a  valuable  President 
of  the  local  Board  of  Education. 

Combining  to  widen  his  influence  and  de- 
velop his  horizon,  Mr.  Cipperly's  interest  in 

fraternal,  social  and  religious  affairs  is  not 
less  commendable.  He  is  a  Past  Master  of 
Peacock  Lodge,  No.  690,  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons;  he  is  Senior  Warden  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church;  and  in  addition,  he  is  a 
Past  Regent  of  Mayville  Council,  No.  Ill,  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Cipperly  and  the 
members  of  his  family  have  an  estimable 
place  in  the  social  life  of  the  community. 

JAMES  H.  FLAGLER. 

James  H.  Flagler  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and 
Adeline  (Rhodes)  Flagler  and  was  born  in 
Royalton,  Niagara  County,  New  York,  March 
8,  1835.  His  grandfather,  James  Flagler, 
was  a  descendant  of  one  of  two  brothers 
who  came  to  America  from  Germany  and 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  this  state, 
from  whence  he  removed  to  Washington 
County,  this  state,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  until  his  death  in 
1825,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  He 
married  Vincey  Hall  and  by  her  had  five 
children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  who 

reached  maturity.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  J.  H.  Flagler  was  named  William 

Rhodes,  born  in  Connecticut  and  removed 
to  Washington  County,  this  state,  where  he 
followed  farming  and  also  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  died  in  Washington 

County  in  1869  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  John  H.  Flagler  (father)  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  this  state,  Septem- 

ber 15,  1806.  He  came  to  this  county  and 
located  at  Summerdale,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  In  politics  he  was  an  old  line 
Whig  and  took  an  active  interest  in  them. 
In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 

dist Church  and  also  a  local  preacher  there- 
in.   He  married  Adeline  B.  Rhodes  January 
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25,  1831,  and  had  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  One  of  the  children  died 
quite  young;  another  one,  Fletcher  J.,  lives 
in  Kansas.  John  H.  died  in  September, 
1887.  James  H.  Flagler  was  educated  m 
the  common  schools  of  Chautauqua  Town 
and  Westfield  Academy  and  began  to  earn 
a  livelihood  as  a  school  teacher;  he  taught 
fourteen  years  altogether,  including  two 
terms  of  four  months  each  in  the  corpora- 

tion of  Mayville.  When  he  had  completed 
his  experience  in  teaching  the  young  idea 
how  to  shoot,  he  removed  to  the  farm  of  his 
father  in  Summerdale,  which  originally 
contained  three  hundred  acres  and  of  which 
he  now  owns  two  hundred  forty  acres.  In 
1872  he  operated  a  dairy  farm  at  this  lo- 

cation. He  then  removed  to  Mayville  where 
he  engaged  in  the  coal  business.  In  politics 
he  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  birth 
of  the  party  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors  of  Mayville  for  sixteen 
years.  August  8,  1890,  President  Harrison 
appointed  him  Postmaster  of  Mayville  which 
position  he  held  for  four  years  and  two 
months  and  is  now  Deputy  Postmaster,  hav- 

ing been  appointed  to  that  position  April  1, 
1899.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  mem- 

ber of  Mayville  Lodge,  No.  284,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Mayville,  of  which 
he  has  been  Noble  Grand  and  has  been  Fi- 

nancial Secretary  of  Mayville  Lodge,  An- 
cient Order  United  Workmen,  for  a  dozen  or 

more  years. 
James  H.  Flagler  was  married  November 

1,  1859,  to  Nancy  A.  Keyes  of  Mayville,  by 
whom  he  has  two  sons:  Elmer  E.,  who 
was  married  to  Frances  Van  Valkenburg, 
and  died  in  Westfield  in  1891,  and  Grant  S.. 
married  to  Alta  M.  Owen,  is  Assistant  Cash- 

ier in  the  Westfield  National  Bank  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Ripley  National  Bank,  and 
resides  in  Westfield. 

WILLIAM   BYRON  GLEASON. 

William  Byron  Gleason  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  esteemed  men  in  Chautauqua 
County.  He  was  born  in  Eaton,  Madison 
County,  this  state,  February  C,  1831,  and  he 
dates  his  residence  in  Mayville  since  Febru- 

ary 25,  1878,  when  he  came  to  the  County 
Seat  to  take  a  responsible  position  in  the 
Clerk's  office.  In  his  various  clerical  affairs 
Mr.  Gleason  has  made  such  a  large  acquain- 

tance and  formed  such  a  large  circle  of 

friends  that  mention  of  his  career  is  essen- 
tial in  this  place. 

Although  not  born  in  Chautauqua,  the  im- 
mediate relatives  of  Mr.  Gleason  were  par- 

ticipants in  the  development  of  this  section 
thirty  years  before  the  Civil  War.  His  fath- 

er, Ira  Fay  Gleason,  and  uncle,  Charles  S. 
Gleason,  came  to  this  county  in  February, 
1892,  and  settled  in  French  Creek.  Mr. 

Gleason's  mother,  Caroline  Force  Gleason, 
joined  her  husband  and  the  pioneer  couple 
were  residents  of  this  section  during  the  re- 

mainder of  their  lives.  Backed  by  this  stock" 
of  sturdy  American  manhood  and  woman- 

hood, and  aided  by  the  education  afforded 
by  the  common  schools,  Mr.  Gleason  en- 

tered into  the  battle  of  life  with  all  the  ardor 

of  a  young  man.  He  engaged  in  various  pur- 
suits; and  during  the  last  two  years  of  the 

Civil  War,  he  was  the  military  store-keeper 
under  General  Merritt  with  headquarters  in 
Albany  and  New  York.  He  came  to  this 
county  subsequently  as  indicated;  and  in 

his  various  capacities  in  the  County  Clerk's 
office,  he  has  given  uniform  satisfaction,  im- 

pressing his  colleagues  and  the  public  by 
his  ability  as  well  as  integrity. 

Mr.  Gleason  was  married  to  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Martin  on  October  25,  1854,  she  dying 

on  February  15,  1855;  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Angeline  Fuller  on  April  18,  185G,  and 
she  died  August  23,1898.  His  children  include 
Mary  Lorina,  wife  of  Philip  J.  Reynolds, 
now  deceased;  Frank  Ellsworth,  Guy  Carl- 

ton, Martin  Fay  and  Ira  Gleason.  Mr. 

Gleason  has  a  granddaughter,  Grace  Ange- 
line. 

Since  the  day  that  he  commenced  the 
preparation  of  the  new  Index  for  County 
Clerk  Aldrich,  Mr.  Gleason  has  held  various 
offices  always  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  pub- 

lic. He  has  served  as  Clerk  of  the  May- 
ville School  Board;  he  has  been  a  Justice 

of  the  Peace;  and  during  a  period  of  eigh- 
teen years  he  was  the  Postmaster  at  Cly- 

mer. 
Mr.  Gleason  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 

Baptist  Church  and  he  is  likewise  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  has  been 
faithful  to  every  trust,  and  he  has  passed 
the  meridian  of  life  with  the  esteem  and 
well  wishes  of  numerous  Chautauquans. 

AUGUST  JOHNSON. 

August  Johnson,  one  of  the  well  known 
citizens  of  Mayville  is  one  of  a  family  of 
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seven,  three  girls  find  four  boys.  The  girls 
are  now  dead  but  the  boys  are  living.  The 
parents  came  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of 
1872  and  have  since  resided  in  the  Town 
of  Chautauqua,  with  the  exception  of  about 
two  years  when  they  lived  in  the  Town  of 
Portland  near  Wolebens  Crossing. 

Mr.  Johnson  attended  school  in  the  old 
country  for  about  a  year  before  his  parents 
left  for  the  United  States.  On  his  arrival 
in  this  country  he  attended  the  Mayville 
union  school  for  several  years,  subsequent- 

ly attending  a  district  school  and  completing 
his  education  with  a  course  in  the  Bryant 
&   Stratton  Business  College  in  1883  and 
1884.  Mr.  Johnson  commenced  his  public 
career  as  Recording  Clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  Chautauqua  County  November 
10,  1S84,  and  he  has  remained  in  the  office 
ever  since,  a  fact  that  attests  very  em- 

phatically the  diligence  and  fidelity  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
important  position.  He  has  served  in  the 

County  Clerk's  office  under  five  different 
officials,  viz:  T.  D.  Baldwin,  A.  H.  Staf- 

ford, B.  P.  Putnam,  V.  A.  Albro  and  J.  D. 
Gallup.  He  has  worked  in  all  the  depart- 

ments and  January  1,  1892,  was  made  Search- 
ing Clerk,  which  position  he  held  until  Jan- 

uary 1,  1904,  When  he  was  made  Chief 
Searching  Clerk. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  November  11, 
1885,  to  Mary  Charlotta  Lundquist  in  the 
Village  of  Mayville. 

Besides  performing  his  duties  in  the 

Clerk's  office,  Mr.  Johnson  has  taken  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  management  of  the 

affairs  of  the  village.  He  filled  the  position 
of  Village  Clerk  for  about  five  years  and 
he  has  also  served  on  the  Village  Board  of 
Trustees  and  on  the  Board  of  Water  and 
Light  Commissioners. 

In  the  social  as  well  as  the  business  life 
of  the  village  Mr.  Johnson  has  taken  an 
active  part.  He  is  a  member  of  Peacock 
Lodge  No.  69G,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Westfield  Chapter  No.  239,  Royal  Arch  Ma- 

sons; Jamestown  Commandery  No.  61, 
Knights  Templar;  Acanthus  Chapter  No. 
127,  Order  Eastern  Star;  Mayville  Tent  No. 
271,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  James- 

town Lodge  No.  248,  Knights  of  Pythias.  In 
1897  Mr.  Johnson  served  a  term  as  Worship- 

ful Master  of  Peacock  Lodge  and  has  been 
Secretary  of  that  order  for  many  years.  He 
also  held  the  position  of  Commander  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  for  a  period  of 

two  years.  He  is  also  an  honorary  member 
of  Fisher  Hose,  Company  No.  1. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  takes  an  interest  in  re- 
ligious work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Swed- 

ish Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Mayville  and  holds  the  responsible 

positions  of  Trustee  and  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  born  February  2,  1863,  in  Ros- 
enlund,  Frodinge  Socken  Kalmer  Lan, 
Sweden.  As  stated  above  he  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1872. 
He  is  one  of  the  public  spirited,  progressive 
and  substantial  citizens  of  the  village  and 
enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community. 

MARION  A.  KEYES. 

No  sketch  of  the  personalities  of  May- 
ville would  be  complete  without  reference 

to  Marion  A.  Keyes.  He  was  born  in  Ver- 
million, Ohio,  September  4,  1844.  The  Keyes 

family  had  been  previously  connected  with 
Chautauqua  County,  his  father,  Chauncey 
Keyes,  having  settled  in  Westfield  in  1836. 
Mr.  Keyes-  dates  his  residence  in  Mayville 
since  1857,  and  it  was  in  the  Mayville  Acad- 

emy that  he  supplemented  the  early  educa- 
tion which  he  received  in  the  district  schools. 

Mr.  Keyes  quite  properly  selected  a  May- 
ville girl  for  his  helpmate,  and  on  August 

1,  1866,  he  and  Kate  C.  Burnett  were  mar- 
ried. Their  children  include:  William  C, 

who  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  Buffalo  University  in  1896,  and  who  is 
practicing  in  Ferndale,  Washington;  Minnie 
B.,  Katherine  M.,  and  Edward  B.  Keyes; 
together  with  Marion  A.  Keyes,  Jr.,  a  grad- 

uate of  Cornell  University,  who  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1901,  and  who  is  now 

a  practitioner  in  Blaine,  Washington.  The 
family  is  a  truly  representative  American 
one. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Keyes  learned  the  shoe 
trade,  and  during  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years  he  conducted  a  shoe  and  drug  store 
in  the  County  Seat.  He  has  been  employed 

in  the  County  Clerk's  office  during  the  past 
fifteen  years,  and  eleven  years  ago,  when  the 
office  became  a  salaried  one,  he  was  ap- 

pointed Index  Clerk.  He  has  been  an  effi- 
cient official  throughout  his  term  of  office. 

As  a  member  of  Feacock  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Past  Master  of  Peacock 
Lodge,  No.  696;  Past  High  Priest  of  West- 
field  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
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Masonic  District,  and  as  a  member  of  Dun- 
kirk Commandery  No.  40,  Knights  Templar, 

Mr.  Keyes  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  Ma- 
sonic circles  of  Western  New  York.  Both  in 

his  official,  fraternal  and  social  relations 
Mr.  Keyes  is  an  esteemed  citizen. 

WILLIAM  LEET. 

"William  Leet  of  Point  Chautauqua  was  one 
of  Chautauqua  County's  pioneers  and  spent 
his  entire  life  within  its  borders.  He  was 
born  June  24,  1818,  and  was  the  son  of 
Captain  Anson  Leet  whose  father,  Simeon 
Leet,  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  with  the  Brit- 

ish at  Leet's  Island,  Connecticut,  June  18, 
1781. 

Captain  Anson  Leet  came  to  Chautauqua 
County  in  1817.  In  the  spring  of  that  year 
he  bought  at  the  land  office,  for  four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  tract  of  land 
now  known  as  Point  Chautauqua.  On  this 

point,  then  known  as  Leet's  Point,  William 
Leet  was  born  and  there  he  has  spent  his 
life,  reserving  when  he  sold  the  land  to  the 
Point  Chautauqua  Association,  the  home- 

stead on  the  main  road. 
On  December  27,  1840,  he  was  married  to 

Miss  Eliza  Ann  Strang  who  died  November 
21,  1850.  On  December  21,  1852,  he  took 
a  second  wife,  Miss  Harriet  S.  Belden,  who 
is  still  living.  Mr.  Leet  is  the  father  of 
five  children,  Anson  G.  Leet  of  Westchester, 
Indiana,  a  son  by  his  first  wife;  Miss  Mary 
E.  Leet  of  Point  Chautauqua,  Willis  D.  Leet 
of  Fredonia,  George  E.  Leet  of  New  fork 
and  Eliza  A.  Leet,  now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Blanchard  of  Point  Chautauqua. 

Mr.  Leet's  early  life  was  spent  in  farming 
but  later  he  was  a  dealer  in  butter,  cheese 
and  wool.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican 
and  has  served  two  terms  as  Treasurer  of 
Chautauqua  County.  His  education  was 
gained  in  the  district  school  at  Dewittville 
and  he  taught  two  terms  of  school  when 
he  was  twenty  and  twenty-one  years  of  age 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Dewittville  and  has  been  a  com- 

municant there  for  many  years. 
The  William  Leet  from  whom  Mr.  Leet 

and  all  others  of  that  name  in  this  country 
are  descended,  came  to  America  in  1639  as 

a  member  of  Rev.  Whitfield's  company  and 
was  for  many  years  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Leet  died  June  10,  1904. 

EMERSON  J.  McCONNELL. 

Emerson  J.  McConnell  was  born  in  the 
Village  of  Milan,  Cayuga  County,  New 
York,  June  17,  1852.  Subsequent  to  gaining 
the  education  afforded  by  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  village,  Mr.  McConnell  came 
to  Chautauqua  County  and  later  graduated 
from  Ellington  Academy.  In  the  year  187G 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  elements  of  the 
carpenter  trade  in  the  Village  of  Ellington. 
He  made  that  trade  his  business  until  his 
removal  to  Mayville  during  the  year  188C. 
It  was  during  the  latter  year  that  Mr.  Mc- 

Connell was  given  a  place  in  the  Clerk's 
office  at  the  County  Seat.  Within  one  year 
atfer  entering  upon  his  duties  in  the  County 

Clerk's  office  he  was  given  a  responsible 
position  as  abstracting  clerk  and  he  con- 

tinues to  occupy  that  position  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Industry  and  integrity  have 

marked  Mr.  McConnell's  career  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  public.  In  recognition  of  his 

efficiency  in  the  County  Clerk's  office  he 
was  appointed  Deputy  Clerk  in  1891  and  he 
remained  in  that  position  until  the  first 
day  of  January,  1898.  In  addition  to  his 

other  activities  Mr.  McConnell  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  and  of  Lodge  Number  284  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  May- 

ville. That  Mr.  McConnell  has  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens  is  evidenced 

by  the  fact  that  since  1894  he  has  served 

as  a  member  of  the  Water  and  Light  Com- 
mission of  Mayville.  He  has  acted  as  a 

Trustee  of  the  village  for  an  equal  period. 
During  the  year  1901  he  was  the  President 
of  the  Village  and  as  such,  his  executive 

ability  proved  to  be  invaluable  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs. 

Mr.  McConnell  was  married  to  Rose  A. 
Nessel  in  the  Villag ;  of  Ellington,  May  25, 
187G.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  happy 

family.  The  oldest  son,  Floyd  M.  McCon- 
nell, now  deceased,  was  born  May  20,  1877. 

Carl  G.  McConnell  was  born  October  2, 
1878;  Harold  O.  McConnell  was  born  Au- 

gust G,  1880,  and  Virgil  McConnell  on  August 
17.  1882.  The  youngest  son,  Austin  J.  Mc- 

Connell, was  born  on  February  22.  1888. 

These  young  men,  together  with  their  par- 
ents, occupy  a  substantial  residence  in  May- 
ville, which  has  been  the  family  home  since 

January  1,  188G. 



WILLIAM  LEJET. 



CHAUTAUQUA. 

361 
WILLIAM   G.  MARTIN. 

Hon.  William  G.  Martin,  Ex-Special  Sur- 
rogate of  Chautauqua  County  and  a  member 

of  the  law  firm  of  Van  Dusen  &  Martin  of 

Mayville,  was  born  at  Witham,  County  Es- 
sex, England,  September  15,  1848,  and  is 

a  son  of  Rev.  Robert  and  Hester  (Beard) 
Martin.  The  original  family  name  was 
Erskine,  they  tracing  their  descent  from  a 
branch  of  the  ancient  Scottish  family  of 
that  name,  which  descended  in  an  unbroken 
line  from  a  Sir  Henry  de  Erskine  who  lived 
in  the  twelfth  century.  The  change  of  name 
was  the  result  of  circumstances  connected 
with  the  Jacobite  Rebellion  of  1715  in  Scot- 

land. The  paternal  great-great-grandfather 
of  William  G.  Martin  was  William  Erskine 
who  was  born  in  1688  and  died  in  1720.  He 
joined  in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  restore  the  Stuarts  to  the 
throne  of  Great  Britain.  When  the  army 
of  the  Earl  of  Mar  was  defeated  in  Novem- 

ber of  that  year,  Erskine,  with  many  oth- 
ers fled  to  France  where  he  remained  in 

exile  until  1717,  when  he  returned  to  Scot- 
land under  the  assumed  name  of  Myreton, 

his  mother's  family  name.  He  had  two  sons 
William  andGeorge,  the  latter  of  whom  came 
to  the  Colony  of  New  York  about  1750  and 
settled  near  the  Hudson  River.  The  for- 

mer, William  Myreton,  was  born  in  Fife- 
shire,  Scotland,  in  1720  and  married  Jane 
Morris,  a  cousin  of  Robert  Morris  of  Revo- 

lutionary fame  and  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  About 
this  time  the  family  changed  the  spelling  of 
the  name  to  its  present  form.  William  Mar- 

tin (great-grandfather)  was  in  command  of 
the  Coast  Guard  Station  on  the  Isle  of  May, 
seven  miles  from  the  mainland  of  Scotland. 
He  was  a  schoolmate  of  Paul  Jones  and 

once  carried  important  despatches  to  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  at  Paris,  which  Jones  had 

brought  from  the  Continental  Congress. 
He  was  drowned  at  sea  and  left  an  only 
son,  William  Martin  (grandfather)  born  m 
17G0  and  died  in  1822.  He  succeeded  his 
father  in  command  of  the  Isle  of  May  and 
married  his  cousin  Jane  Morris  by  whom 
he  had  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
youngest  son,  Robert  Martin  (father)  was 
born  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  in  1820.  He  was 
educated  at  Edinburgh,  went  to  England 
where  he  resided  for  several  years  and  was 
an  active  participant  in  the  Chartist  move- 

ment from  1842  to  1847.    He  married  Hes- 

ter Beard,  (born  1818  died  1898)  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  Beard,  Esq.,  late  of  Cogge- 

shall,  Essex,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1854,  entered  the  Baptist  ministry  and 
located  in  Western  New  York.  He  took 

an  active  part  in  the  great  Anti-slavery 
movement  of  the  day  and  lectured  exten- 

sively against  the  institution  of  African 
slavery  and  the  curse  of  human  bondage. 
In  1880  he  removed  to  Hillsdale,  Michigan, 
where  he  died  in  1901.  He  left  six  children 
William  G.,  Jemima  J.,  Hester  M.,  Duncan 
M.  and  Mary  E.,  the  last  three  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  G.  MARTIN. 

William  G.  Martin  commenced  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Walter  L.  Sessions, 

late  of  Panama,  in  1880,  removed  to  May- 
ville in  1882  when  he  entered  the  law  office 

of  Hon.  A.  A.  Van  Dusen  completed  his 
course  of  reading  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 

tice in  the  courts  of  this  state  in  1884  and 
later  in  the  federal  courts.  January  1,  1886. 
the  present  law  partnership  was  formed 
with  Hon.  A.  A.  Van  Dusen  under  the  firm 
name  of  Van  Dusen  &  Martin.  Mr.  Martin 

is  a  Republican  in  politics,  in  1887  was  elect- 
ed Special  Surrogate  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty, for  the  term  of  three  years,  served  sev- 

eral terms  on  the  Boards  of  Education  of 
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Sherman  and  Mayville  and  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  latter  village. 
He  is  a  member  of  Peacock  Lodge,  No. 

G9C,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Westfield 
Chapter,  No.  239,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and 
Dunkirk  Commandery  No.  40  Knights  Tem- 

plar. He  served  two  years  as  Master  cf 
Olive  Lodge,  No.  575,  Sherman,  New  York, 
five  years  as  Master  of  Peacock  Lodge,  No. 
G96,  three  years  as  High  Priest  of  West- 
field  Chapter,  No.  239,  and  in  1892  was  ap- 

pointed District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  Masonic  District  of  New 
York.  January  1,  1873,  he  marrie^  Frances 
Isabel  Graves,  daughter  of  Henry  M.  Graves 
of  Friendship,  New  York. 

GUY   LESLIE  MILLS. 

Guy  Leslie  Mills  is  one  of  the  widely 
known  young  men  of  Chautauqua  County. 
He  was  born  at  Panama,  New  York,  on  Feb- 

ruary 5,  1876,  and  at  that  time  his  father 
was  a  part  owner  of  the  famous  Panama 
Rocks.  His  father  was  Samuel  Mills,  a  son 
of  Elihu  Mills,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county,  who  located  at  Mayville  during 
the  early  part  of  the  century.  His  mother 
was  Cynthia  M.,  daughter  of  the  esteemed 
Rev.  Ephraim  Sanford. 
Coming  from  a  family  whose  appreciation 

of  educational  advantages  was  marked, 
young  Mr.  Mills  enjoyed  the  facilities  of 
the  district  schools  and  later  took  four  years 
of  academic  work  in  the  Jamestown  High 
School.  While  attending  the  High  School 
Mr.  Mills  was  connected  with  the  James- 

town Morn'ng  News  as  a  reporter,  and  fol 
lowing  his  graduation  he  was  connected 
with  a  number  of  dailies  in  the  vicinity. 
He  also  published  The  Paragraph  successful- 

ly, the  school  paper,  while  in  attendance. 
Having  gained  an  insight  into  the  conduct 
of  public  affairs  through  his  newspaper 
work,  Mr.  Mills  was  appointed  Recorder  by 
County  Clerk  Victor  A.  Albro,  and  since  as- 

suming his  duties  in  that  office  on  October 
15,  1895,  Mr.  Mills  has  been  a  resident  of 
Mayville.  His  ability  and  energy  in  the  per- 

formance of  the  duties  of  that  position  were 
so  marked  that  promotion  followed  as  a 
matter  of  course.  He  is  now  the  second 
searcher  in  the  Abstract  department  of  the 

County  Clerk's  office  and  he  has  served  by 
appointment  as  Special  Deputy  Clerk  in  a 
number  of  the  courts  whose  terms  are  held 
in  Mayville.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Mayville  Board  of  Heajtjj. 

Mr.  Mills  married  Vesta  M.,  the  daughter 
of  Theodore  F.  Van  Dusen,  at  Jamestown 
February  20,  1896.  Mrs.  Mills  is  a  niece  of 
former  County  Judge  Almon  A.  Van  Dusen, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  F.  Van 
Dusen,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ellicott. 
They  have  three  children:  Elinor  Lovell, 
born  January  25,  1897;  Verena  Isabelle, 
born  November  1,  1899,  and  Leslie  Gordon 
Mills,  who  was  born  on  November  10,  1901. 

In  addition  to  his  journalistic  and  clerical 
work,  Mr.  Mills  has  found  time  to  devote 
considerable  attention  to  church  matters. 
He  is  the  efficient  Secretary,  Steward  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Mayville  Methodist  Church. 

Gtjr  l .  juli.s. 

When  in  Jamestown  he  was  connected  with 

the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and 
as  an  active  member  he  attended  four  state 
conventions  of  that  organization,  reading  a 
paper  before  the  one  held  at  Saratoga  when 
only  seventeen  years  of  age.  Capable,  up- 

right and  stable,  Mr.  Mills  is  a  representa- 
tive citizen  of  the  County  Seat. 

FRANK   M.  POTTER. 

Frank  M.  Potter  of  Chautauqua,  New 

York,  is  a  descendant  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Chautauqua  County.  His  grand- 

father, Solomon  Potter,  settled  near  Chau- 
tauqua in  1817  or  1818.    His  father,  Morgan 
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Potter  was  born  near  Chautauqua  April  29, 
1819,  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria 
Vanness  June  6,  1860,  and  died  January  9, 
1875.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
July  17,  1861,  on  a  farm  near  his  present 
home.  Mr.  Potter  lived  on  the  farm  until 
1895  when  he  removed  to  Chautauqua  and 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  which 
he  has  been  signally  successful. 
From  the  time  he  attained  his  majority 

down  to  the  present  date  Mr.  Potter  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  he 
served  on  the  Chautauqua  County  Republi- 

can Committee  for  several  years  with  con- 
spicuous ability.  In  April,  1896,  Mr.  Potter 

was  appointed  Forest,  Fish  and  Game  Pro- 
tector, a  position  he  holds  at  the  present 

time,  and  the  exacting  duties  of  which  he 
has  performed  without  fear  or  favor  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Potter  was  married  August  7,  1901, 
to  Miss  Mertie  E.  Hull  at  Chautauqua,  New 
York. 
August  12,  1902,  Mr.  Potter  was  elected 

a  Trustee  for  the  Chautauqua  Institution  and 
has  served  in  that  capacity  ever  since. 
Throughout  the  county  he  is  known  and 
recognized  as  a  man  of  positive  convictions 
and  integrity  of  purpose  and  as  a  conse 
quence  he  has  the  respect  even  of  those  who 
have  opposed  him  politically. 

Mr.  Potter  is  a  member  of  Peacock  Lodge, 
No.  696,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  May- 
ville,  New  York,  and  he  is  also  a  member 
of  Mayville  Council,  No.  Ill,  Royal  Arcanum 
of  Mayville. 

Mr.  Potter  was  educated  in  the  Chautau- 
qua District  School  and  the  Mayville  Union 

School. 

HERMAN  SIXBEY. 

Herman  Sixbey,  one  of  the  foremost  mer- 
chants of  Mayville,  and  a  man  who  has  been 

a  prominent  figure  in  the  business  and  po- 
litical life  of  Chautauqua  County  for  many 

years,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
New  York,  September  8,  1838,  and  came 
from  Sherman  to  Westfield,  in  the  fall 
of  1856.  His  father,  Charles  Sixbey,  was  a 
descendant  of  the  early  Holland  settlers  of 
the  Mohawk  Valley  and  his  mother,  whose 

maiden  name  was  Mary  Ann  Sherman,  de- 
scended from  the  early  English  settlers  in 

Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Sixbey  gained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  town  of  Sherman  and 

began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  Miller,  Cooley  &  Morris  in  1853. 
On  April  1,  1860,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  E.  A.  Skinner  and  commenced  business 
as  a  merchant  in  Westfield,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Sixbey  &  Skinner,  dealers  in  boots, 
shoes,  hats,  etc.  When  the  call  came  for 
men  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  rebellion 
Mr.  Sixbey  felt  it  his  duty  to  go  to  the  front 
and  in  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regi- 

ment, New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  in 
October  of  the  same  year  was  made  a  Ser- 

geant. Soon  after  this  he  was  designated 
as  First  Sergeant  and  in  December  was  pro- 

moted to  the  position  of  First  Lieutenant. 
He  served  bravely  with  his  regiment  until 

July  30,  1864,  when,  during  a  fight  at  Ceme- 
tery Hill,  near  Petersburg,  Virginia,  he  was 

so  seriously  injured  by  the  explosion  of  a 
mine,  and  being  shot  through  the  face,  that 
he  was  incapacitated  for  further  service  arid 
was  granted  an  honorable  discharge  on  Feb- 

ruary 8,  1865. 

In  August,  1863,  Lientenant  Sixbey  was 
sent  to  Westfield  on  detached  service  and  in 

that  village  on  August  3,  1863,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Marianna  R.  Buck,  daughter 

of  Edwin  Buck,  a  merchant  and  leading 
manufacturer  of  Westfield.  Mr.  Sixbey  is  the 
father  of  six  children,  three  of  whom,  De- 
Witt  C,  Carl  B.  and  Arthur  W.  Sixbey,  are 
still  living. 

In  the  year  1869  Mr.  Sixbey  formed  a  part- 
nership with  George  B.  Kimberly  in  the 

mercantile  business  and  opened  a  boot,  shoe 
and  dry  goods  store  at  Westfield.  The  firm 
which  was  known  as  Sixbey  &  Kimberly, 
continued  in  business  until  1873  when  Mr. 
Sixbey  withdrew  and  with  D.  Carl  Buck 
organized  the  firm  of  Sixbey  &  Buck,  dealers 
in  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes  and  groceries 

at  Westfield.  Mr.  "Sixbey  continued  as  an 
active  member  of  the  concern  until  the  fall 
of  1873  when  he  was  elected  to  the  office 

of  Clerk  of  Chautauqua  County  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  a  well  deserved  honor  as 

he  had  always  been  and  still  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  Party.  On  the 
first  of  Ja,nuary,  1874,  he  removed  to  May- 

ville and  took  charge  of  the  Clerk's  office, 
remaining  in  that  position  during  the  years 
1874,  1875  and  1876.  Mr.  Sixbey  also  served 
the  public  as  Assistant  Assessor  of  internal 
revenue  from  1866  to  1867  and  was  Super- 

visor of  the  Town  of  Chautauqua  during 

the  years  1888  and  1889. 





366 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sixbey  opened  a  general  store 
at  Mayville  and  in  1876  started  a  branch 
store  at  Chautauqua.  The  branch  was 
abandoned  in  1891  but  the  Mayville  store 
is  still  doing  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  H.  Sixbey  &  Sons,  Mr.  Sixbey  having  ad- 

mitted his  three  sons  to  partnership  in  the 
business  in  September,  1896. 

Mr.  Sixbey  has  for  many  years  been  a 

vestryman  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at  May- 
ville. He  has  twice  held  the  position  of 

Worshipful  Master  of  Peacock  Lodge,  No. 
696,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  May- 

ville. He  was  for  twelve  years  Secretary 
of  Westfield  Chapter,  No.  239,  Royal  Arch 
Masons  and  is  now  (1904)  serving  his 
twelfth  year  as  Treasurer  of  that  organi- 

zation. He  is  a  member  of  Acanthus  Chap- 
ter, No.  127,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  a 

Past  Master  Workman  of  Mayville  Lodge, 
No.  25,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
is  a  Past  Commander  and  is  now  Adjutant 
of  Post  E.  F.  Carpenter,  No.  308,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Mayville. 

MRS.  MARIANNA  R.  SIXBEY. 

Mrs.  Marianna  R.  Sixbey  of  Mayville,  New 
York,  was  born  at  Westfield  November  5, 
1837.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Edwin  Buck 
who  settled  in  Westfield  about  1830  and  be- 

came one  of  Chautauqua  County's  earliest 
and  most  prominent  merchants  and  manu- 

facturers. Her  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Marietta  Hough  who  come  to  Westfield  from 
Warsaw,  New  York,  in  1825  with  her  sister 
Mrs.  Daniel  Rockwell. 

Mrs.  Sixbey  began  her  education  in  the 
Westfield  Academy  and  ended  her  school 
days  at  the  Elmira  Female  Seminary  in 
1858.  Returning  home  she  later  met  Herman 
Sixbey  and  when  that  gentleman  came  back 
from  the  army  as  a  First  Lieutenant  on  de- 

tached service  he  claimed  her  hand  and 
they  were  married  on  August  3,  1863. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  confirmed 

as  a  member  of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church 
at  Westfield  in  1852  and  has  always  since 
that  time  been  a  consistent  and  devout 
communicant  of  that  denomination.  She 

is  now  (1904)  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Mayville.  She  is  President 

of  the  Ladies'  Guild  and  is  active  in  the 
church  and  charitable  work.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  Acanthus  Lodge,  No.  127,  Order 

of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  of  the  Woman's 

Relief  Corps  of  E.  F.  Carpenter  Post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  She  is  the  parent 
of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  living 
and  has  always  borne  that  proudest  of  all 
titles,  a  good  wife  and  mother. 

DEWITT  CHARLES  SIXBEY. 

Prominent  among  the  merchants  of  the 
County  Seat  is  DeWitt  Charles  Sixbey.  Born 
in  Eastfield,  New  York,  on  August  3,  1868, 
he  is  the  son  of  Herman  Sixbey,  and  his 
grandfather  was  Edwin  Buck,  one  of  the 
earliest   merchants    and   manufacturers  of 

DEWITT  C.  SIXBEY. 

Westfield.  Mr.  Sixbey  came  to  Mayville  with 
his  parents  in  1875  and  there  he  obtained 
his  education  in  the  High  School.  Being 
thus  equipped,  he  at  once  devoted  his  at- 

tention to  practical  affairs,  grappling  the 
real  problems  of  life  as  presented  and  step 
by  step  rising  in  the  business  circles  of 
Central  Chautauqua. 
His  father  having  become  a  successful 

merchant,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  be- 
came a  partner  of  H.  Sixbey  &  Sons  during 

the  year  1897.  Increasing  success  has  come 
to  the  firm  and  with  the  passing  of  each 

year,  the  members  of  that  general  mercan- 
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tile  establishment  are  active  in  a  wider  field 
of  commercial  influence.  In  other  words, 
DeWitt  Charles,  in  common  with  the  other 
members  of  the  family,  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Sixbey  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Prentice  of 
Batavia,  New  York,  were  united  in  marriage 
on  September  17,  1891.  Mary  Frances,  born 
January  23,  1893,  and  DeWitt  Prentice,  who 
was  born  April  16,  1899,  are  the  members 
of  this  highly  respected  and  happy  family. 

Business  affairs  have  not  deterred  Mr. 

Sixbey  taking  an  interest  in  the  higher  ac- 
tivities. He  is  Junior  Warden  and  Clerk 

of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  and  as  a 
member  of  Peacock  Lodge,  No.  C96,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  at  present  serv- 

ing as  Master. 

WILLIS    HALE  TENNANT. 

Willis  Hale  Tennant  of  Mayville,  a  son  of 
Daniel  Tennant  who  settled  near  Hartfield 

in  182G,  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Chautau- 
qua where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a 

lawyer  by  profession  and  occupation,  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  this  state 

in  1880,  and  soon  after  to  the  District  and 
Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  educated  mainly  in  the  county  schools 
where  he  taught  for  a  time  before  he  began 
reading  law.  During  his  residence  in  May- 

ville he  has  been  President  of  the  village, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  and 
Supervisor  of  his  town  for  a  number  of 
terms.  In  December,  1881,  he  married  De 
Emma  VanVolcanburg. 

He  is  a  Republican,  always  active  and  in- 
dependent in  party  matters,  ready  to  join 

issue  against  what  he  ■  believes  wrong.  In 
1891  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  composed 
mainly  of  members  of  his  party,  for  politi- 

cal reasons  equalized  the  Town  of  Ellery 
much  higher  than  before,  and  feeling 
aggrieved,  her  representative  sought  the  as- 

sistance of  a  number  of  lawyers  to  have 
the  matter  reviewed  on  appeal,  all  of  whom 
declined,  until  he  called  upon  Mr.  Tennant. 
He  readily  consented,  took  charge  of  and 

successfully  conducted  the  town's  appeal 
and  after  a  great  legal  battle  overturned 
the  equalization  of  the  Board,  and  thereoy 
relieved  the  Town  of  Ellery  and  other  agri- 

cultural towns  of  nearly  $2,500,000  of  equal- 
ized tax  valuations,  much  to  the  displeas- 

ure of  those  responsible  for  the  unjust  and 
unfair  equalization. 

Again;  while  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  he  discovered  wrong  in  the 

management  of  the  county's  treasury,  con- 
ducted by  a  treasurer  who  at  the  same 

time  was  one  of  the  strongest  politicians 
of  his  party  in  the  county.  He  at  once 
sought  to  have  the  matter  investigated  by 

the  Board,  but  the  Treasurer's  friends  upon 
the  Board  who  would  not  believe  him  dis- 

honest, prevented  it.  Failing  in  this,  he 
proceeded  quietly  to  get  his  proofs  secure, 
and  when  he  had  them  ready,  he  formu- 

lated charges  accusing  Treasurer  Hutson 
of  unlawful  and  corrupt  conduct  in  office, 

specifying  many  acts  of  various  char- 
acter, and  personally  presented  them  to  the 

Governor  and  asked  Lhat  the  Treasurer  be 

removed  from  office.  The  Governor  ap- 
pointed Judge  Thrasher  to  hear  the  case, 

and  Mr.  Tennant  Attorney  General  pro  tern 
to  prosecute  the  charges.  In  a  trial  that 
lasted  several  days  the  charges  were  sus- 

tained by  Judge  Thrasher,  and  upon  a 
final  hearing  before  Governor  Roosevelt  the 
charges  were  again  sustained,  and  the  Treas- 

urer summarily  removed  from  his  office. 
As  a  further  result  nearly  five  thousand  dol- 

lars of  the  people's  money  was  restored  to 
the  county's  treasury. 
Whether  in  strictly  professional  or  com- 

mercial affairs  Mr.  Tennant's  conduct  of 
matters  under  his  supervision  has  been 
characterized  by  ability  and  integrity.  Not- 

withstanding a  large  majority  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors  were  in  opposition  to  his 
views  in  regard  to  the  matter,  Mr.  Tennant 
was  one  of  the  state  leaders  in  the  so-called 
canal  movement,  which  will  assure  him  dis- 

tinction in  years  to  come.  Ten  years  in  ad- 
vance of  the  final  contest,  he  with  others 

having  sufficient  vision  to  forsee  and  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  improving  the 

great  canal  waterways  of  the  state,  advocat- 
ed such  action,  and  early  and  late,  on  the 

stump  and  off,  his  voice  and  his  pen  were 
at  the  service  of  the  'movement  for  the  so- 
called  one  thousand-ton-barge  plan,  which 
the  people  authorized,  by  a  majority  ag- 

gregating nearly  a.  quarter  of  a  million. 
These  events  illustrate  Mr.  Tennant's 

character,  and  independence  of  thought  and 

action  respecting  matters  public  and  politi- 
cal. 

Mr.  Tennant  is  now  Deputy  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Claims 

against  the  state. 

ALMON  A.  VAN  DUSEN. 

Almon  A.  VanDusen  inherited  an  honor- 
able name,  which  he  has  borne  without 

blemish  as  a  lawyer  and  citizen.  Our  best 
critics  are  those  who  have  the  fullest  op- 

portunity to  study  us  in  all  our  relations 
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to  society;  and  if  the  good  opinion  of  one's 
neighbors  is  a  source  of  happiness  in  life 
Mr.  Van  Dusen  must  derive  great  satisfac- 

tion from  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Van  Dusen  made  no  mistake  when  he 
chose  the  law  for  his  profession,  and  it 
would  be  hard  to  picture  him  in  any  other 
calling.  His  success  has  been  all  the  more 
praiseworthy  because  he  has  overcome  no 
small  obstacle  in  the  lack  of  a  collegiate 
training.  His  elementary  education  was  ob- 

tained in  the  public  schools  of  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  followed  by  a  course  in  the 
Randolph  Academy,  which  enjoyed  a  fav- 

orable reputation  as  a  preparatory  school. 
Having  decided  to  become  a  lawyer  he  en- 

tered the  office  of  Alexander  and  Porter 
Sheldon  at  Jamestown.  After  mastering 
Blackstone  and  Kent  and  the  dull  routine 
of  the  law  clerk,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  November,  1866,  and  three  years  later 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United 
States  District  Court.  He  then  formed  a 
partnership  in  Sherman,  New  York,  and  as 
junior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Benson  & 
Van  Dusen  began  the  slow  and  arduous  work 
of  building  up  a  clientage  and  winning  a 
name  in  his  profession.  He  moved  to  May- 
ville,  New  York,,  in  1871,  and  has  since 
practiced  his  profession  there.  He  has  been 
senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Van  Dusen  & 
Martin  since  1886. 
Wherever  he  has  resided  Mr.  Van  Dusen 

has  shown  special  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education,  and  has  done  much  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  During  the 
four  years  that  he  lived  in  Sherman  he  held 
the  position  of  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  devoted  much  time  and  labor 

to  the '  task  of  elevating  and  improving  the 
condition  of  the  public  schools  of  the  vil- 

lage. It  was  largely  through  his  instru- 
mentality that  a  new  schoolhouse  was  built, 

in  spite  of  much  opposition.  After  his  re- 
moval to  Mayville  Mr.  Van  Dusen  continued 

his  public-spirited  efforts  and  the  handsome 
school  building  of  that  village,  as  well  as 
the  system  of  waterworks,  affords  ample  evi- 

dence of  his  devotion  to  the  public  good. 
In  1890  Mr.  Van  Dusen  was  elected  to  the 

bench  as  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  and 
his  record  in  connection  with  this  election 
is  one  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  He 
declined  to  resort  to  the  use  of  money  or 
any  other  unworthy  means  of  securing  votes, 
preferring  to  rely  entirely  upon  his  personal 

popularity  and  fitness  for  the  office.  He 
gave  to  the  county  one  of  the  most  dignified 
and  respectable  canvasses  it  had  known  for 
years.  The  result  proved  the  truth  of  the 

old  saying  that  "Honesty  is  the  best  policy," 
for  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket 

by  a  majority  of  eight  hundred  eighty-nine 
in  a  county  where  the  normal  Republican 
majority  is  five  thousand.  Mr.  Van  Dusen 
as  a  Judge  may  be  praised  in  unstinted 
measure.  When  he  was  promoted  to  the 
bench  he  took  with  him  the  ripened  ex- 

perience of  a  large  and  varied  practice,  an 
innate  judicial  balance  and  the  confidence 
of  lawyer  and  layman  alike.  His  record  as 
County  Judge  very  properly  commended 
him  to  his  political  associates  and  in  1895 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  Party 
for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Personal  Cronology. — Almon  Augustus  Van 
Dusen  was  born  at  Jamestown,  New  York, 
January  3,  1843;  was  educated  in  public 
schools  and  in  Randolph  Academy;  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1866;  married  Jettie 
E.  Merchant  of  Brocton,  New  York,  January 
30,  1871;  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  of  Chautauqua  County  January  2, 

1890,  and  was  subsequently  elected  to  suc- 
ceed himself;  was  nominated  for  Judge  of 

the  Supreme  Court  in  1895;  has  practiced 
law  in  Mayville  since  1871. 

ELMORE  CHARLES  GREEN. 

'  The  personality  of  Elmore  Charles  Green 
embodies  one  who  is  a  representative  char- 

acter in  the  political,  mercantile  and  social 
life  of  Chautauqua  County.  Mr.  Green  was 
born  at  Clymer,  New  York,  on  July  7,  1870. 
He  is  the  descendant  of  a  verile  race,  whose 
members  were  early  settlers  of  the  county. 
His  grandfather,  William  Green,  settled  in 
Sherman  about  1830;  while  his  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Knowlton,  became  a 
resident  of  Clymer  during  the  same  year. 
Otis  J.  Green  and  Maria  R.  Green  were  his 
immediate  parents. 

Mr.  Green's  preparation  for  his  active  ca- 
reer was  made  in  the  Sherman  Union  School 

and  later  profited  by  a  course  in  Bryant 

&  Stratton's  Business  College'.  Having 
thus  properly  educated  himself  for  the  mer- 

cantile life  of  the  generation,  Mr.  Green 
at  once  entered  into  the  work  at  hand  with 
characteristic  energy.  He  became  a  clerk 

in  his  father's  store  at  Sherman  and  later 
he  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Green 
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Brothers  in  the  conduct  of  a  general  store. 
It  was  in  1891  that  he  became  the  Assistant 
Cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Sherman  and 
since  that  period  his  rise  has  been  rapid  in 
commercial  affairs.  He  remained  with  that 
institution  until  1896.  In  1897  he  accepted 
the  position  as  Abstract  Clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  County  Clerk  at  Mayville.  Mr.  Green 
performed  the  duties  of  that  position  satis- 

factorily to  his  superiors  and  creditably  to 
himself  for  a  period  of  three  years,  when 
other  business  engagements  necessitated 
his  resignation. 

Subsequent  to  severing  his  connection 
with  the  County  Clerk  s  office,  Mr.  Green 
became  Vice  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
Chemical  Company  of  Boston  and  in  1903 
he  assumed  the  office  of  President  of  that 
corporation.  In  addition  to  the  above  he 
is  interested  in  several  other  corporations. 

Mr.  Green  married  Sarah  Jane  Peacock 

on  September  20,  1899,  at  Peacock  home- 
stead, Mayville,  New  York.  She  is  the  ac- 

complished daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth Peacock.    Her  grand-uncle  was  Judge 

William  Peacock,  and  thus  Mrs.  Green  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  representative  and 
highly  respected  families  of  Western  New 
York.  Jack  Peacock  Green,  born  at  Peacock 
homestead  February  12,  1902,  is  the  son  of 
the  union. 

In  addition  to  his  business  engagements 
Mr.  Green  finds  time  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  Republican  Party  of  which  he  is  an 
ardent  member.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
sociable  companions,  his  friends  are  legion 
and  his  position  in  the  affairs  of  Chautauqua 
is  assured.  He  is  a  member  of  Olive  Lodge, 
No.  575,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
Sherman;  he  is  affiliated  with  Westfield 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Mayville; 
he  is  a  Knight  Templar  of  Dunkirk  Com- 
mandery,  No.  40,  and  membership  in  the 
Ismailia  Shrine  of  Buffalo  and  the  Elks  of 

Jamestown  completes  the  range  of  his  fra- 
ternal activities. 

Still  in  the  prime  of  his  young  manhood 
Elmore  Charles  Green  is  destined  to  be  an 

increasingly  prominent  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  his  native  county. 

- 

HAPPY    FAMILY.   AT   COUNTY   FABM  — 
ALBERT.  HIS  OX  AND  DOG. 



CLYMER. 

Clvmer,  like  many  other  towns  of  this 

county,  shows  the  patriotism  of  the 

early  settlers,  as  it  bears  the  name  of 

one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 

of  Independence,  George  Clymer,  an 

eminent  Pennsylvanian.  It  was  or- 

ganized February  9,  1821,  from  Chau- 
tauqua. Mina  was  formed  from  it  in 

1824,  and  French  Creek  in  1829.  Cly- 
mer is  bounded  west  by  French  Creek, 

north  by  Sherman,  east  bv  Harmony 

and  the  southern  boundary  is  Penn- 
sylvania.  The  town  comprises  township 

GEOKGE  CLIMEH. 
After  whom  the  town  of  Clymer  was  named. 

one,  range  fourteen,  and  contains  twen- 

ty-one thousand  nine  hundred  eighty- 
five  acres.  The  surface  is  a  hilly  upland 
adapted  to  dairying  and  is  well  watered 

by  two  branches  of  the  Broken-Straw, 
which  flows  into  and  through  a  long 
pond  near  the  southern  line  and  then 

receives  another  stream  flowing  south- 
erly through  the  western  part  of  the 

town.  The  soil  is  gravelly  loam,  re- 
sponds well  to  suitable  cultivation. 

Prof.  James  Hall,  the  state  geologist, 

says  that  a  large  deposit  of  stone  suit- 
able for  grindstones  exists  and  for  many 

years  such  stones  have  been  quarried. 

The  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylva- 
nia Railroad  passes  through  the  center 

of  the  town  and  has  three  stations, 

North  Clymer,  Clymer  Center  and  Cly- 
mer. The  latter  is  a  brisk  point  of 

trade.  Tanning  was  an  important  early 

industry,  and  twenty-five  years  ago  one 
of  the  largest  tanneries  of  the  county 
was  conducted  here  by  J.  N.  McKay. 
This  was  established  about  the  time  of 

the  Civil  War  by  Leonard  Kooman. 

The  first  tannery  was  built  on  lot  thirty- 
five  by  Ebenezer  Browned,  away  back 
in  the  thirties.  Walter  L.  and  Loren 

B.  Sessions  carried  on  tanning  exten- 
sively later  on  the  Brownell  site. 

Settlement  commenced  in  1820  by 

Gardner  and  John  Cleveland,  who  lo- 
cated on  lot  fifty-eight  in  the  southwest 

corner.  The  next  year  William  Rice 

settled  on  lot  fift"-nine  and  in  1822 
came  Horace  and  Anson  Starkweather 

and  Joseph  Wing.  Eighteen  families 
had  located  in  the  territory  embracing 

the  original  Town  of  Clymer  in  1822. 
Nathaniel  and  William  Thompson, 

Thomas  Russell  and  Harry  E.  Brownell 

came  in  1823.  The  first  town  meeting 

was  held  April  3,  1821,  at  the  house 

of  Gardner  Cleveland,  where  were  elect- 
ed :  Ande  Nobles,  Supervisor ;  William 

Rice,  Roger  Haskell,  John  M.  Fitch, 

Assessors ;  David  Waldo,  Clerk ;  Ros- 
well  Coe,  John  Cleveland,  Alexander 
Findley,  Commissioners  of  Highwavs ; 

Ephraim  Dean,  Ande  Nobles,  John 
Lvnde,  School  Inspectors;  John  Heath, 

Roger  Haskell,  School  Commissioners  ; 
Alexander  Findley,  Roswell  Coe,  Poor 

Masters;  Ande  Nobles,  Alexander  Find- 

ley, ( )verseers  of  Highways  ;  William 
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Thompson,  Amon  Beebe,  Roger  Has- 
kell, Fence  Viewers,  etc. ;  Ande  Nobles, 

Sealer ;  Eli  Belknap,  Constable  and  Col- 
lector. Before  1830  quite  a  settlement 

was  made.  Here  had  come  and  located 

Leonard  Amidon  in  1824;  Charles  Ross 

in  1824,  on  Clymer  Hill;  Ebenezer 
Brownell  and  Joseph  Browned  in  1824 

on  lots  thirty-five,  twenty-eight  and 
fifty;  Peter  Jaqnins  in  1825;  David 
Phinney  in  1826;  Silas  Freeman  with 

thirteen  children,  came  to  Clymer  Hill 
in  1828.  His  son,  Leonard  B.,  resided 

in  this  and  adjoining  towns  for  many 

years.  Leonard  married  Betsey,  daugh- 
ter of  William  J.  Brown  and  had  child- 
ren :  Wilhelmina,  Constantine.  Morley 

(who  served  in  the  One  Hundred 

Twelfth  Regiment  and  died  in  hospital), 

Eugenia  and  Adelia.  Alexander  Max- 
well settled  on  lot  thirty  early.  Other 

early  settlers  were  Amon  Beebe,  Jr., 

lot  thirty  ;  Elisha  Alvord,  lot  twenty-one; 

Joseph  Ross,  lot  fifty-five,  Samuel  Ross, 
lot  twentv-seven ;  Moses  Randall,  lot 

twenty-three ;  Jeremiah  Glidden,  who 
articled  land  on  lots  three  and  eight ; 

Jeremiah  R.  Doolittle,  lot  thirty-seven  ; 
David  and  Andrew  Glidden  on  lot  six- 

teen ;  Samuel  Bly,  lot  thirty-two ;  Oscar 
F.  and  Daniel  C.  Glidden,  lot  eight; 
Francis  F.  Allen,  lot  two;  Alvah  Marsh, 

lot  forty;  Archelaus  Chadwick,  lot  one; 

Ralph  and  John  Pettit,  lot  forty-seven; 

Benjamin  Sullivan,  lot  sixty-three;  Ly- 
man Brown,  lot  twenty-six;  Jeremiah 

Chamberlain,  lot  fifty-three ;  Urbane 
Hitchcock,  lot  fifteen ;  Samuel  Wick- 
wire,  lot  sixteen;  Charles  Brighton,  lot 

thirty  ;  John  S.  Sessions. 
The  Cleveland  and  Rice  families  had 

many  representatives.  Gardner  Cleve- 
land, who  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 

had  three  children  and  thirty-four  grand- 
children. William  Rice  had  twelve  chil- 

dren of  whom  three  are  prominent  in 

educational  circles.  First.  (For  por- 
trait see  page  72  this  volume),  Victor 

M.',  who,  born  in  Mayville  in  1818,  was 
educated  at  Allegheny  College,  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  from  1848  to 

1854  was  connected  with  the  city  schools 

of  Buffalo  and  in  1854  City  Superintend- 
ent. From  1854  to  1867  he  was  State 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Second.  William  S.,  for  twenty-one 
years  teacher  in  Buffalo  city  schools  and 
several  years  City  Superintendent  of 
Buffalo  schools.  Third.  Emily  A., 

long  Principal  of  Yonkers  Female  Sem- 
inary. William  Rice  was  many  years 

a  Justice  and  in  1840  was  one  of  the 
three  representatives  of  the  county  in 

the  Assembly  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Ira  F.  Gleason  (whose  father,  Ira,  set- 
tled early  in  French  Creek,  coming  from 

Connecticut),  came  from  Madison  Coun- 
ty in  1 83 1  to  French  Creek,  thence 

in  1837,  to  Clymer  Village,  and 

engaged  in  trade,  which  he  con- 
ducted continuously  for  twenty  years. 

He  has  held  many  important  offices 

— Justice,  Supervisor,  etc.  Young 

gives  the  early  merchants  thus :  "The 
first  store  is  said  to  have  been  kept  by 

John  Stow  in  1823.  John  Heath  and 

Joseph  H.  Williams  succeeded  him. 
Alvin  Williams  succeeded  them,  and 

also  kept  an  inn,  the  first  in  town  in 
1826.  Later  were  Gardner  Cleveland, 

Jr.,  and  Howard  Blodpett ;  Ira  F.  Glea- 
son and  John  Williams ;  Gleason  and 

Stephen  W.  Steward ;  Stephen  W.  Stew- 
ard; Ayers  &  Blood.  In  1875  William 

B.  Blodgett  and  Arthur  Beach  were 

general  merchants;  Ayers  &  Coffin, 

druggists ;  Willis  D.  Gallup  &  Son, 

hardware  and  stoves." 
One  of  the  early  and  industrious  pio- 

neers of  Clymer  was  Peter  Jaquins, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812 

and  participated  in  the  battle  at  Queens- 
town,  Canada.  He  removed  from  Guil- 

ford, Chenango  County,  to  Cattarau- 
gus County  in  1820,  in  1824  bought  lot 

forty-two  in  Clymer,  and  in  1825  made 
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his  home  here  and  erected  the  first  saw 

and  gristmills  in  the  town.  He  was  an 

excellent  hunter  and  it  is  said  "that  he 
captured  nearly  one  hundred  wolves 

previous  to  1812,  for  which  he  received 
an  average  bounty  of  twelve  dollars  per 

head."  His  children  were  Bruce,  who 
located  near  his  father;  Edward,  who 

went  to  Kansas  ;  Wallace  ;  Art,  a  farmer 
and  cattle  dealer,  who  married  Frances 

Vrooman  ;  Elizabeth.  The  name  of  this 

enterprising  pioneer  is  perpetuated  in 

the  post  office  called  Jaquins. 

James,  John  and  David  Petitt,  broth- 
ers, emigrants,  arrived  at  New  York 

about  1789  to  become  citizens  of  the 
New  World.  One  of  them  settled  on 

Long  Island,  one  located  in  New  Jersey 

and  James  made  his  home  on  the  west 

shore  of  Lake  Champlain.  Here  his 

son  Ralph  was  born  at  Willsborough  in 

Essex  County.  Ralph  when  a  young 
man  went  to  Genesee  County,  where  he 

married  Julia  Lyons  March  25,  1827, 
and  the  27th  of  the  next  month  the 

young  couple  came  to  Clymer  and  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  the  primitive 

house  erected  on  Mr.  Petitt's  location 
on  lot  forty-seven  on  Clymer  Hill.  Mr. 
Petitt  was  thereafter  a  lifelong  resident 
of  the  town  and  held  numerous  local 

offices.  Ten  of  his  children  attained 

maturity,  of  whom  nine  are  living: 

Ralph,  in  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania; 
William,  at  North  Clymer;  James,  at 

French  Creek ;  Burrows,  on  the  origi- 
nal homestead ;  Clarissa,  in  Kansas ; 

Lovenia,  at  French  Creek ;  Polly,  in 

Clymer;  Charlotte,  at  Chautauqua,  and 
Amanda  at  Sherman. 

Lyman  Brown,  a  native  of  Kingston, 

Pennsylvania,  born  May  30,  1801,  sub- 
sequently was  a  resident  of  Hamburg, 

Erie  County.  In  1820  he  bought  land 

on  lot  twenty-six  in  Clymer,  and  in  1831 
became  a  settler  of  the  town,  where  he 

resided  until  his  death  in  1873-  His 

wife  died  the  same  year.    Mr.  Brown 

was  extensively  engaged  in  cattle  deal- 
ing, was  Supervisor  in  1848,  and  held 

other  town  offices.  His  sons  were 

Jesse,  Martin,  Homer.  Jesse  was  born 

May  9,  1825,  in  Erie  County,  married 
Louisa  Bligh  of  North  Clymer  in  1851, 

resides  near  the  homestead.  He  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  his  father,  and 

has  been  much  engaged  in  town  af- 
fairs. He  has  served  as  Town  Super- 

intendent, Supervisor  several  years,  in- 
spector of  Elections  many  years,  Loan 

Commissioner  for  several  terms,  has 

been  engaged  in  merchandising,  is  a 

prominent  Democrat  and  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Clymer. 

In  1832  Gideon  Brockway,  with  his 
wife  and  four  children,  removed  from 

Southampton,  Massachusetts,  to  Cly- 
mer, purchased  a  farm  and  resided  here 

until  his  death.  His  youngest  son, 

Richard  B.,  accompanied  his  father 

and  made  Clymer  his  home.  Be- 
man,  oldest  son,  came  a  year  later 
to  visit  his  parents,  and  as  he  says, 

"in  the  winter  of  1833  I  taught  a  district 
school  in  Clymer,  for  which  I  was  about 

as  well  qualified  as  the  average  citizen 
is  to  edit  a  newspaper.  However,  I 

made  out  to  stand  the  occupation  three 

months,  which  were  the  longest  ones  I 
remember  to  have  passed  in  my  whole 

life."  Mr.  Brockway  proved  his  ability 

to  "edit  a  newspaper"  not  many  vears 
after,  by  making  a  success  of  the  May- 
ville  Sentinel,  which  he  edited  and  pub- 

lished for  ten  yea  rs.  He  was  on  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  New  York  Tribune 

with  such  men  as  Horace  Greeley  and 

Charles  A.  Dana  as  companions.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  December,  1892,  he 

was  the  oldest  newspaper  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  state,  and  the  owner 
of  the  Watertown  Daily  and  Weekly 
Times.  In  him  all  elements  of  a  strong 
character  were  so  united  as  to  cause 

one  to  say,  "He  was  a  man." 
Williard  McKinstry  writes  in  the  Fredonia 
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Censor  in  1885  this  of  the  town:  "The 
dwellings  fifty  years  ago  were  mostly  of 
logs.  Some  noted  characters  have  lived  in 

this  vicinity,  Horace  Greeley's  parents  about 
two  miles  from  the  village,  and  this  was 
their  post  office  address.  J.  G.  Cleveland 
since  connected  with  the  New  York  Tribune, 
spent  his  boyhood  days  here.  William  Rice, 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1840,  was  the 
village  blacksmith  and  his  son,  Hon.  Victor 
M.  Rice,  has  since  occupied  a  prominent 
position  as  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  and  was  the  founder  of  the 

free  school  system  of  this  state.  He  strug- 
gled to  get  an  education.  His  first  school- 

books  were  bought  by  his  going  to  the  woods 
and  cutting  wood  for  the  ashery  and  draw- 

ing it  there  with  a  pair  of  steers  which  he 
had  broken,  made  the  exchange  with  my 
uncle  who  then  carried  it  on.  Hon.  Silas 
Terry,  a  most  worthy  citizen,  held  a  seat 
in  the  Legislature  of  1840,  and  his  son,  L.  S. 
Terry,  who  has  been  Supervisor  several 
times,  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of 
the  town.  When  Senator  Lorenzo  Morris 
first  commenced  practicing  law  he  opened 

an  office  over  Ira  F.  Gleason's  store  in  Cly- 
mer  and  Stephen  W.  Steward  did  mercantile 
business  here  before  founding  the  First 
National  Bank  Of  Corry.  It  is  a  prosperous 
agricultural  town,  and  the  railroad  and  the 
building  up  of  the  City  of  Corry,  eight  miles 
distant,  have  given  it  a  good  market  and 
prosperity.  It  has  an  excellent  soil  and 
contains  many  splendid  farms.  Hon.  Walter 
L.  and  Loren  B.  Sessions  passed  their  youth- 

ful days  with  their  father,  John  S.  Sessions, 
an  early  settler  on  a  farm  in  this  town, 
and  have  always  had  a  strong  support  here 
in  their  political  aspirations.  Although  a 
small  town  Clymer  has  exerted  an  import- 

ant influence  at  times  in  politics  of  the  state 

through  the  men  who  have  lived  here." 
An  element  of  romance  was  intro- 

duced into  the  early  history  which  tra- 
dition has  preserved.  It  runs  in  this 

wise :  In  the  days  of  the  anti-Masonic 
excitement,  one  of  the  alleged  abduc- 

tors of  William  Morgan  fled  from  arrest 
and  was  secreted  for  months,  some  sav 

for  years,  in  the  deep  wilderness  of  Cly- 
mer,  and  found  faithful  friends  and  pro- 

tectors, whose  chivalric  devotion  cared 
for  his  needs  as  for  those  of  a  brother. 

The   romance   continues   in   that  the 

man's  name  is  almost,  if  not  quite  for- 
gotten, and  his  subsequent  fate  un- 
known. He  comes,  is  here,  and  noth- 

ing more  is  preserved. 
Garrett  Slotboom,  a  native  of  Hol- 

land, came  to  Clymer  in  1850,  and  died 
here  in  1885.  Previous  to  coming  to 

this  country,  he  had  served  his  time 
in  the  Dutch  army,  married  a  daughter 

of  John  Nuytinck.  His  son  John  A., 
was  born  in  Holland,  was  educated  in 

the  Clymer  schools  and  assisted  his 

father  in  farming.  He  enlisted  in  Au- 

gust, 1862,  in  Company  D,  One  Hun- 
dred Twelfth  Regiment,  New  York  Vol- 

unteers, and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  the  Battle 

of  Cold  Harbor,  Virginia,  June  1,  1864. 

In  1866  he  commenced  merchandising 

at  Clymer  Hill,  continued  twenty-five 
years,  then  located  at  Clymer  Village 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Jamestown. 
He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 

and  as  Supervisor.  He  married  Mag- 
delene,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Kooman 

(who  settled  in  Clymer  about  1858.  He 

was  born  near  Antwerp,  Holland,  emi- 

grated to  Buffalo  in  1847.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 6,  1879.)  The  Hollanders,  many  of 

whom  have  made  their  homes  in  the  town, 

are  useful  and  worthy  citizens.  Hon. 

G.  W.  Patterson,  the  land  agent,  it  is 

said,  was  so  impressed  with  the  value  of 

obtaining  such  frugal,  honest  and  indus- 
trious people  as  residents,  that  he  made 

extra  inducements  to  secure  their  com- 

ing. About  1846  the  first  nucleus  was 

formed  here  and  now  a  large  percent- 

age of  the  town's  best  citizens  are  of 
this  stock. 

Alfred  W.  Steward  is  a  son  of  John 

Steward,  Jr.,  who  settled  in  Harmony 
in  1821  and  had  a  large  family  ;  his  sons 

were  John,  Stephen  W.,  Eliphalet,  Al- 
fred W.  Stephen  W.  was  for  some  years 

a  merchant  in  Clymer  and  was  later  one 
of  the  most  prominent  in  founding  the 

First  National  Bank  in  Corry,  Penn- 
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sylvania.  Alfred  W.,  is  a  farmer  and 

cattle  dealer,  resides  in  the  village.  Sar- 
dius  located  in  Harmony  and  was  prom- 
inent. 

Otis  D.  Hinckley  has  been  a  resident 
of  Clymer  since  1850  and  has  been  one 

of  the  town's  most  active  and  useful 
residents.  He  was  for  a  time  a  mer- 

chant, but  has  been  long  and  exten- 
sively employed  as  a  surveyor.  He 

has  been  for  years  almost  contin- 
ually in  office  as  Justice  of  the 

Peace,  has  been  Justice  of  Sessions  of 

the  County  Court,  represented  the  First 
Assembly  District  of  the  county  in  the 
State  Legislature  of  1875  and  served  as 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for 

twenty  years  with  marked  ability. 

William  Emery,  son  of  Gilbert  Em- 
ery, an  early  settler  of  Harmony,  born 

in  Harmony,  April  19,  1840,  has  been 
long  an  esteemed  citizen  of  this  town. 

He  is  a  farmer  and  lawyer,  and  has 

long  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 

Peace  and  other  positions  of  trust. 

Byron  King,  son  of  James  King,  an- 
other son  of  Clymer,  is  one  of  its  most 

substantial  citizens.  Maurice  Smith, 
son  of  Walker  Smith,  was  also  born  in 

the  town  and  is  a  farmer.  J.  B.  John- 
son is  also  a  farmer  and  a  lumberman. 

Other  residents  of  the  town  during  its 

history,  who  have  been  of  local  impor- 
tance, are  Hon.  Silas  Terry,  Artemas 

Ross,  Esq.,  James  Wiltsie,  Daniel  Hurl- 
but,  John  B.  Knowlton,  H.  E.  Brownell, 

Jesse  Brown,  W.  D.  Gallup,  Otis  D. 
Hinckley,  Ira  E.,  William  B.  and  Charles 

S.  Gleason,  Stephen  W.  Steward, 

Charles  Brightman,  Hartson  S.  Aver. 
Our  list  by  no  means  exhausts  the  list 

of  the  town's  bright  men.  The  Cleve- 
lands,  Rices,  Brockways  and  others  we 
have  already  noticed  and  John  Bidwell, 
who  has  headed  the  national  ticket  of 

the  Prohibition  Party,  was  a  native  of 
the  town.  Few  small  rural  towns  show 

such  a  percentage  of  ability. 

The  religious  denominations  are  well 

represented  with  six  churches :  Metho- 

dist Episcopal,  Baptist,  United  Breth- 
ren and  three  Dutch  Reformed  Church- 

es. A  good  interest  has  been  manifest- 
ed in  education,  and,  besides  the  dis- 

trict schools,  a  fine  union  school  of 

three  departments  is  conducted  at  Cly- 
mer Milage. 

Young  carefully  gathered  facts  con- 
cerning the  early  mills.  He  says  in 

1875:  "The  first  sawmill  was  built  by 
Peter  Jaquins  in  1825  ;  he  added  a  grist- 

mill the  next  year.  Eight  years  after 
both  were  burned.  A  new  sawmill  was 

built  and  eight  years  thereafter  that  was 

burned  and  Mr.  Jaquins  again  built  one, 

which  he  subsequently  sold  to  Porter 

Damon  and  John  Williams,  who  also 

built  a  gristmill.  Williams  sold  his  in- 
terest to  Damon.  The  mill  passed  to 

his  sons,  Loren  and  Andrew.  The  lat- 
ter sold  to  Hartson  S.  Aver  &  Brother 

and  the  sawmill  was  sold  to  Hall  & 

Shepard.  Hall  sold  to  Welch  and  Shep- 
ard  &  Welch  erected  a  large  three 

story  planing  and  shingle  mill.  William 
Rice  built  a  gristmill  below  the  village 

on  the  west  branch  of  the  Broken- 

Straw  and  sold  it  to  Judson  Hurlbut, 
who  built  a  sawmill.  Daniel  Hurlbut 

built  a  sawmill  on  Big  Broken-Straw, 
on  lot  fifty,  a  mile  below  the  Shepard 

&  Welch  mill.  John  B.  Ivnowlton  now 

owns  the  mill,  with  machinerv  for  plan- 

ing, turning  and  the  manufacture  of 

agricultural  implements.  Thomas  Card 

built  a  sawmill  on  lot  twenty  where  he 

still  owns  a  mill.  James  Upton  built 

a  sawmill  on  lot  forty-five;  the  dam  is 
built  of  stone  from  a  large  quarry  near 

the  mill.  1!.  Parker  early  built  a  mill 
on  lot  nine.  A  stream  sawmill  was 

built  by  Shepard  &  Ha>ens  at  Clymer 

Station,  and  is  now  owned  by  William 
Idavens.  A  stream  mill  lias  also  been 

recently  built   near  the  center  of  the 
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town  by  Charles  Maxwell  and  Joshua 

Hatton." 
Clymer  Village  and  station  are  prac- 

tically one  place,  which  is  a  thriving 

place  of  trade. 
The  first  physician  was  Dr.  Roswell 

F.  Van  Buren,  who  was  in  practice  from 
1826  to  1836,  when  he  moved  to  Carroll. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Peck  settled  early  on  lot  six 

and  practiced  many  years.  Dr.  Harvey 

A.  Phinney  succeeded  to  Dr.  Van  Bur- 

en's  practice  and  continued  a  physician 
until  his  death  in  the  fifties.  Later  were 

Drs.  George  R.  Spratt,  J.  M.  McWharf, 

Arte  mas  Ross,  L.  P.  McCray  and  oth- 
ers. 

Supervisors. 

1821,  Ande  Nobles;  1822-23,  John  Heath; 
1824-25-2G-27,  Gardner  Cleveland;  1828,  A. 
S.  Underwood;  1829,  Alexander  Wilson,  Jr.; 
1830,  John  Heath;  1831-32-33-34,  William 
Rice;  1835,  Harvey  A.  Phinney;  1836-37-38- 
39,William  Rice;  1840,  Ira  F.  Gleason;  1841- 
42,  William  Rice;  1843-44,  Moses  Randall; 
1845,  Winiam  Rice;  184G-47,  Samuel  Bly; 
1848,  Lyman  Brown;  1849-50,  Charles  Bright- 
man;  1851-52-53-54-55,  Stephen  W.  Steward; 
185G,  Jesse  Brown;  1857,  Stephen  W.  Stew- 

ard; 1858-59.  Charles  Brightman;  18G0,  Her- 
cules Rice;  18G1,  L.  S.  Terry;  18G2-G3,  Hart- 

son  S.  Ayer;  18G4-G5-CC-G7,  Joshua  Hatton; 
18G8-G9-70,  Hartson  S.  Ayer;  1871-72,  Jesse 
Brown;  1873-74,  Otis  J.  Green;  1875,  Jesse 
Brown;  1870-77-78,  O.  D.  Hinckley;  1879-80- 
81-82,  Lawyer  S.  Terry;  1883-84-85-86-87-88- 
89,  John  A.  Slotboom;  1890-91-92-93-94-95-96, 
James  D.  Gallup;  1897-98-99-00-01-02-03,  Lor- 

enzo P.  McCray. 

Original  Purchases. 

1820.  May,  William  Rice,  59.  July,  Gard- 
ner Cleveland,  Sr.,  58. 

1821.  October,  Horace  and  Anson  Stark- 
weather, 43.  Joseph  Wing,  51.  November, 

John  Cleveland,  58. 
1822.  March,  Thomas  Russell,  50. 
1823.  January,  Leonard  Amidon,  52.  Oc- 

tober, William  Rice,  60. 
1824.  June,  Bbenezer  Brownell,  35.  Harry 

E.  Brownell,  28.    Joseph  Brownell,  50. 
1825.  May,  Amon  Beebe,  Jr.,  30.  August, 

Elisha  Alvord,  21.  October,  Joseph  W.  Ross, 
56,  55. 

182G.  April,  Charles  Ross,  5G.  May,  Moses 
Randall,  23.  July,  David  Phinney.  October, 
Jeremiah  Glidden,  3,  8. 

1827.  March  Darius  and  Walter  Free- 
man, 47.  Ralph  Petit,  47.  April,  Jeremiah 

Doolittle,  37.  May,  David  Glidden,  16.  June, 
Samuel  Bligh,  32.  August,  Andrew  Glidden, 
1G.  September,  Oscar  F.  and  Daniel  C. 
Glidden,  8.    October,  Francis  F.  Allen,  2. 

1828.  May,  Alvah  Marsh,  40.  Archaelaus 
Chadwick,  1.  John  Petit,  47.  July,  Benjamin 
Sullivan,  63.    Samuel  Ross,  27. 

1829.  July,  Lyman  Brown,  26.  Septem- 
ber, Jeremiah  Chamberlain,  53.  October, 

Urbane  Hitchcock,  15. 
1830.  August,  Harry  E.  Brownell,  28. 

September,  Jackson  Johnson,  33.  Thomas 
Russell,  50. 

JAMES  D.  GALLUP. 

A  sketch  of  the  life  of  James  D.  Gallup 
involves  the  presentation  of  a  successful 
record  in  more  than  one  line  of  activity. 
James  D.  Gallup  was  born  in  Sherman,  this 
county,  on  February  8,  1855.  He  is  the  son 
of  Willis  D.  Gallup  who  settled  in  Clymer 
during  the  year  1850  and  his  mother,  Mary 
A.  Green,  became  an  inhabitant  of  the  Town 
of  Chautauqua  as  early  as  the  year  1829. 
The  product  of  this  sturdy  ancestry,  Mr. 
Gallup,  possesses  a  physical  and  mental 
vigor  which  have  been  no  small  factors  in 
his  early  business  and  political  success. 
Having  received  the  education  afforded 

by  the  common  schools,  Mr.  Gallup  early 
devoted  his  attention  to  business  affairs  and 
in  that  vocation  he  was  successful.  He 
became  affiliated  with  the  firm  of  W.  D. 

Gallup  &  Son  of  Clymer  in  a  general  hard- 
ware business  on  March  17,  1873.  W.  D. 

Gallup  retired  on  the  first  of  the  year  1881, 
he  being  succeeded  by  L.  E.  Gallup  and  the 

firm  name  was  changed  to  W.  D.  Gallup's 
Sons.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1900,  Charles 
Hazen  was  admitted  to  this  successful  part- 

nership and  the  name  of  the  concern  was 
altered  to  Gallup  &  Hazen.  In  addition  to 
his  interests  and  management  of  this  con- 

cern Mr.  Gallup  has  been  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  L.  P.  McCray  &  Company  since  Sep- 

tember 25,  1887.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
his  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  integrity 
of  purpose  is  recognized  throughout  Chau- 

tauqua County. 
Not  unlike  many  of  the  successful  mer- 
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chants  of  Chautauqua  Mr.  Gallup  has  been 
a  factor  in  the  Republican  politics  of  the 
county.  Elected  Town  Clerk  of  Clymer  on 
February  17,  1880,  he  was  re-elected  on  the 
15th  of  the  same  month  of  the  following 
year.  Chosen  Supervisor  in  1890,  he  served 

until  March  15,  1897.  As  Clymer's  representa- 
tive upon  the  Board  of  Supervisors  he  was 

a  satisfactory  and  popular  member  of  the 
county  legislative  body.  A  vacancy  having 
occurred  in  the  office  of  County  Clerk,  Gov- 

ernor Frank  S.  Black  appointed  Mr.  Gallup 
to  that  position  on  March  9,  1897,  resigning 
his  position  as  Supervisor  he  was  elected 
in  November  following  and  the  voters  of 
Chautauqua  showed  their  appreciation  of  his 
executive  services  by  re-electing  him  in  1900 
and  again  in  1903.     Praise  of  Mr.  Gallup 

as  the  occupant  of  this  position  is  needless 
in  view  of  these  facts. 

Mr.  Gallup  has  been  twice  married.  On 
October  14,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Aggie 
C.  Randall  at  Clymer.  She  died  March  6, 
1900.  On  February  8,  1904,  he  was  married 
to  May  W.  Pope.  His  only  child,  a  daughter, 
M.  Grace,  was  born  at  Clymer  April  14,  1886. 

Mr.  Gallup's  residence  has  been  in  Clymer 
since  1859  and  his  acquaintance  in  that 
community  as  well  as  in  other  portions  of 
the  county  is  extensive. 

A  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge;  affiliated 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 

men, and  interested  in  the  Maccabees,  Mr. 
Gallup  is  an  enterprising  and  popular  citi- 

zen in  the  eyes  of  his  political,  fraternal 
and  business  friends. 
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CHERRY  CREEK. 

A  retrospection  extending  over  near- 
ly a  century  carries  us  back  to  the  time 

when  the  first  settlement  was  made  at 

Cherry  Creek.    Ninety  odd  years,  with 
their  momentous  events  and  changing 
vicissitudes,  have  passed  into  the  silent 

night  of  eternity  since  the  first  white 

settler   made   his   permanent  location 
within  the  present  limits  of  the  town. 

Although  there  are  none  now  living 
here,  who  remember  that  time,  yet  some 
there  are  whose  memories  extend  back 

to  the  time  when  the  log  cabin  consti- 
tuted the  only  habitation  of  the  pioneer, 

and   not  a   semblance   of  the  present 
progress  and  development  existed.  To 
these  is  left  the  recollection  of  the  hard- 

ships and  privations  they  and  their  fam- 
ilies had  to  endure  in  order  to  effect 

the  marvelous  changes  their  industry 
has  wrought.     Yet,  blendled  with  the 

remembrance  of  their  early  trials  are 

memories  of  the  broad  hospitality,  the 
Christian  fortitude,  and  the  cheerful- 

ness under  difficulties  that  characterized 

the    pioneers.    The    imagination  can 
scarcely  depict   the  realities  of  those 

"days  of  the  past,"  the  unbroken  wild- 
erness, which  presented  a  wildness  in 

every  object  upon  which  the  eyes  rest- 

ed, except  the  sky  o'erhead.    The  only 
marks  in  all  this  region  that  g"ave  any 
evidence  that  the  foot  of  civilized  man 
had  trodden  the  soil  were  the  blazed 

trees  that  denoted  an  indefinite  path- 
way.   Such  was  this  village  and  town 

when  Joseph  M.  Kent  came  hither  and 
built  his  rude  cabin.   The  old  log  house 
is  no  more.    Time  and  the  vandalism  of 

the  age  have  conspired  to  remove  the 
only  vestige  of  the  past,  which  should 

have  been  preserved  with  jealous  care, 

as  the  sole  link  between  days  long  since 

departed  and  the  present,  and  as  a  his- 
toric monument  of  primitive  architec- 

ture. 

How  Named. 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  the  town 

offers  an  interesting-  item  of  history.  It 
may  be  entirely  superfluous  to  sav  to 
the  residents  of  Cherry  Creek  that  the 
town  gets  its  name  from  the  little  stream 

flowing  through  it.  This  locality  was 
once  famous  for  the  growth  of  cherry 
wood.  The  center  of  the  township  was 

found  by  survey  to  be  on  a  little  island 
in  the  stream,  where  there  was  a  small 

red  cherry  tree.  Joshua  Bentley,  Jr., 

a  surveyor,  cut  it  down,  made  a  stake 
of  it,  drove  it  down  and  named  the 

stream  Cherry  Creek,  which  gave  the 
name  to  the  town. 

Descriptive. 

"He  builded  better  than  he  knew." 
So  did  the  little  band  of  hardy  pioneers 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present 

beautiful  and  prosperous  Town  and 

Village  of  Cherry  Creek,  "the  biggest 
little  town"  in  Chautauqua  County. 
Nearly  one  hundred  years  ago  they 

made  their  way  into  the  trackless  wild- 
erness to  build  up  homes  and  a  profit- 

able business  for  themselves  and  their 

children.  And  their  energy  and  perse- 

verance were  joined  to  a  far-seeing 
good  judgment,  to  whose  wisdom  the 
results  give  testimony.  Doubtless  they 
may  sometimes  have  indulged  in  dreams, 

or  even  ardent  hopes  of  the  possible  fut- 
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ure  greatness  of  their  colony,  but  in 

those  days  of  trials  and  discourage- 
ment, their  imagination  conld  hardly 

have  reached  to  the  expectation  of  what 

is  the  present  prosperous  condition  of 

the  town  with  its  still  greater  prospects 
for  the  future.  The  visitor  to  Cherry 

Creek  now  enters  a  growing  incorporat- 

ed village  of  about  nine  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, beautiful  in  location  with  broad 

and  smooth  streets,  many  of  them  well 

shaded,  adorned  with  good  residences 

and  business  places,  and  filled  with  ac- 
tive and  enterprising  business  interests, 

including  a  newspaper,  a  bank,  canning 

factory,  mills,  and  stores  in  every  de- 

partment of  trade,  providing  all  the  ne- 
cessaries, comforts  and  luxuries  of  life, 

fully  equipped  with  good  hotels,  church- 
es, a  High  School  and  other  agencies  to 

stimulate  and  strengthen  all  that  goes 

to  make  up  the  general  intelligence 

of  people  and  the  highest  form  of  civ- 

ilization. It  is  the  "hub"  of  several  sur- 
rounding towns  and  villages,  which  pay 

more  or  less  tribute,  and  gathers  to 

itself  the  traffic  of  the  great  fertile  farm- 
ing districts  around  it.  Situated  on  the 

Buffalo  and  Southwestern  Railroad, 

forty-eight  miles  from  Buffalo  and  twen- 

ty-two miles  from  Jamestown. 
From  here  are  shipped  the  products  of 

the  canning  factory  and  mills  which  go 
to  all  parts  of  the  world.  So,  little  by 
little,  from  the  day  of  small  things, 

has  the  wide  awake  Village  of  Cherry 
Creek  increased  steadily  in  all  that  has 

contributed  to  its  present  prosperity. 

The  early  settlers  are  still  represented 

by  many  resident  families  of  their  de- 
scendants, who  give  a  tone  of  integrity, 

stability  and  refinement  to  the  whole 

community.  The  educational  advant- 
ages have  been  steadily  increasing  and 

are  never  at  a  stand-still.  Its  population 
has  always  included  many  eminent  pro- 

fessional men,  in  the  church,  law  and 

medicine.    Besides  its  railroad  facilities, 
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it  possesses  a  great  natural  advantage 
in  the  way  of  waterpower.  There  are 

three  places  of  religious  worship,  in- 
cluding a  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Free 

Baptist  Church.  Cherry  Creek's  educa- 
tional work  is  most  successfully  carried 

on  in  an  elegant  new  school  building 

fully  equipped  with  all  the  modern  im- 
provements and  appliances  to  do  the 

best  work  and  promote  the  highest 

grade  of  scholarship.  It  is  one  of  the 
healthiest  villages  in  the  state.  The 

water  is  of  the  best,  pure,  cool  and  in- 
vigorating. Underlying  the  village  is  a 

vein  of  water  which  when  tapped  means 
a  fine  flowing  well  every  time.  There  are 
something  like  eighty  of  these  wells 

flowing  a  continuous  stream  of  water 
from  a  depth  of  thirty  to  two  hundred 
ten  feet  below  the  surface.  This  is  one 

natural  advantage  over  which  any  place 

might  properly  rejoice. 

Historical. 

Cherry  Creek  was  formed  from  El- 
lington May  4,  1829,  and  comprises 

township  four,  range  ten,  of  the  Hol- 

land Company's  Surveys.  The  first  set- 
tlement in  the  town  was  made  by  *Jos- 

eph  M.  Kent  on  lot  nine  (which  now  in- 
cludes parts  of  the  farms  occupied  by 

Adelbert  Bentley,  Albertus  Shattuck,  et 

al)  in  the  spring  of  181 5.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  Royalton,  Vermont,  and  after 

having  resided  respectively  in  Herkimer 
and  Onondaga  Counties,  removed  to 

Gerry  (now  Cherry  Creek).  He  came 
with  a  wife  and  seven  children.  He 

reared  his  bark  covered  log  house  in 
the  spring.  He  then  returned  to  his 

family  and  sent  his  wife  on  horseback 

eight  miles  through  the  woods,  with  one 
child  in  her  arms  and  another  behind 

her,  with  nothing  but  marked  trees  to 

guide  her  to  the  new  house.  She  ar- 

rived safely,  with  flint  and  "spunk"  pre- 
viously provided,  started  a  fire,  and 

♦He  probably  never  had  a  picture  taken. 

?'  mam 
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passed  the  night  undisturbed,  except  by 

the  howling  of  the  wolves  in  the  adja- 
cent Conewango  swamp. 

Mr.  Kent,  his  son  George,  Nancy,  his 

eldest  daughter,  and  John  P.  Kent,  a 
nephew,  cleared  the  first  land  in  the 
town  and  raised  from  it  the  first  crop 

of  potatoes  the  same  year.  The  next 
spring,  destitute  of  provisions  and 

money,  he  felled  a  pine  tree  and  made 
from  th]e  trunk  a  canoe  sixty  feet  in 

length,  launched  it  in  Conewango  Creek, 
put  into  it  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of 

maple  sugar  and  some  back  salts  and 
ran  it  down  to  Pittsburg.  He  there 

exchanged  his  cargo  for  flour,  pork, 
salt,  and  with  the  help  of  his  son  George 

pushed  his  vessel  with  pike  poles  back 
to  Cherry  Creek,  having  been  absent 
about  three  weeks.  The  family  during 
his  absence  subsisted  chiefly  on  sugar 
and  milk. 

Joshua  Bentley,  Jr.,  was  the  second 
settler  and  he  settled  on  lot  fifteen,  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Decker  farm  on 

September  i,  1815.  He  had  located  in 

Ellery  about  1808.  He  was  one  of  the 
surveyors  that  ran  the  lines  in  this  part 

of  the  county  prior  to  its  settlement. 

Cherry  Creek's  first  road  was  cut  out 
by  John  Kent,  brother  of  Joseph  M., 
one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  land  in 

Villenova.  In  the  spring  of  1810  he 

built  his  house  on  the  old  Indian  camp- 
ing grounds,  at  the  head  waters  of  the 

Conewango.  He  also  built  the  first 
sawmill  and  gristmill  in  the  eastern  part 

of  the  county.  The  Indian  trail  from  the 

Cattaraugus  Reservation  to  the  Alle- 

gheny passed  down  the  Conewango  Val- 
ley its  entire  length  through  Villenova, 

Cherry  Creek,  Ellington,  Poland,  Pine 
Grove  and  North  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
where  this  trail  crossed  the  farm  now 

owned  by  Alfred  H.  Blaisdell,  there 

were  two  large  springs  where  the  In- 
dians had  a  camp  with  a  stone  fire  place. 

This  camp  was  almost  constantly  occu- 

pied by  parties  of  Indians,  who  stopped 
to  fish  and  hunt  as  they  passed,  as  they 

journeyed  either  north  or  south. 

John  P.  Kent,  a  son,  and  John  Digh- 
ton,  in  the  summer  of  181 2,  cut  out  the 

first  road  through  the  heavy  forest  from 

Kent's  Mill  in  Villenova,  sixteen  miles 
through  Cherry  Creek  to  Kennedyville, 

for  which  they  received  from  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company  ten  dollars  per 

mile.  This  road  followed  the  line  of 

the  Conewango  Valley  on  the  Indian 
trail  running  on  the  west  side  of  the 

village.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Robertson's  resi- 
dence and  G.  Frank  Lapham's  residence 

stand  squarely  on  the  oid  track  ;  thence 

southeasterly  nearly  across  the  Ira  Bas- 
sett  place.  The  present  north  and  south 

road  is  on  higher  land.  This  road 

crosses  the  old  road  near  Kilbourn's 
Mill,  intersecting  it  again  at  the  Bassett 

place.  Three  years  later  they  cut  out 
another  road  across  the  town  to  Sin- 

clairville,  branching  off  from  the  old 
road  on  lot  sixteen  in  Cherry  Creek, 

taking  a  southwesterly  line,  passing  the 
homes  of  Gardiner  Crandall  and  Isaac 

Curtis  on  lot  twenty-three.  At  that  time 
they  were  the  only  residents  in  town  on 
this  road.  Mr.  Kent  desired  straight 

roads  if  they  did  run  across  lots,  hence 
this  road  was  cut  out  over  the  highest 

hills  and  deepest  valleys,  from  near 

where  George  B.  Tanner  settled  in  1824 
over  the  highest  hill  in  town  to  the  John 

D.  Mount  farm  and  the  Myron  Field 
farm  into  Charlotte,  I  hen  down  the  lull 

to  Sinclairville,  here  intersecting  a  road 

leading  to  Charlotte  Center.  This  has 
been  known  as  the  old  Kent  Road  and 

is  now  called  Kent  Street  by  Sinclair- 
ville people.  Gardiner  Crandall  and 

Isaac  Curtis  had  each  purchased  one 

hundred  acres  on  lot  twenty-three,  and 

Mr.  Crandall  built  a  log  house  twenty- 
six  by  twenty,  and  in  the  spring  of  1816 
both  families  moved  into  it  and  lived 
there  until  Mr.  Curtis  could  build.  Mr. 
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Crandall  lived  many  years  in  Cherry 

Creek,  and  became  the  father  of  twenty- 
two  children  by  two  wives.  Isaac  Curtis 

and  his  family  are  all  gone  except  a  dis- 
tant relative,  who  now  owns  the  farm. 

Stephen  Curtis,  a  brother  of  Isaac,  set- 
tled on  adjoining  land,  and  left  two  sons, 

Henry  L.  and  John  H.  Curtis.  James 
Marks  the  next  purchaser  of  land  in 

Cherry  Creek,  (his  deed  calling  for  one 
hundred  sixty  acres  in  the  south  part 

of  lot  twenty,  bearing  date  October  20, 

181 5),  built  his  modest  eighteen  by  eigh- 

teen log'  house  on  the  site  now  occupied 

by  G.  Frank  Lapham's  residence,  cov- 
ered with  bark  and  without  any  floor, 

and  moved  in  his  furniture,  consisting 

of  an  ax,  a  gun  and  a  "baking  kittle." 
This  was  the  first  house  built  in  the  now 

incorporated  Village  of  Cherry  Creek. 
His  house  soon  after  became  unoccu- 

pied and  remained  so  until  about  1824; 
it  was  then  fitted  up  for  a  schoolhouse 

for  the  first  school  taught  in  the  village. 

Its  teacher,  *Angeline  Pickering,  became 
the  wife  of  John  Babcock  and  settled 

in  Bust!  In  May,  1816,  Barber  Bab- 
cock on  lot  nineteen,  Ely  D.  Pendleton 

on  lot  twenty  and  Reuben  Cheeney  on 
lot  eighteen,  became  settlers  of  Cherry 
Creek,  lived  here  many  years,  raised 

families,  cleared  up  farms  and  made 
homes.  In  June,  1817,  Elam  Edson, 
William  Weaver,  on  lot  eighteen,  Rufus 

Hitchcock  and  Hiram  Hill  on  lot  forty- 
nine,  John  Smith  lot  seventeen,  Henry 
Babcock  lot  twenty,  Nathaniel  Gibbs, 

Jr.,  lot  eleven,  Eliphalet  W.  Wilcox  lot 

seventeen,  Robert  Page  lot  twentv- 
eight,  were  settlers.  Daniel  Hadley 
from  Vermont  came  with  his  family  to 

this  county  November  9,  1817.  Three 
of  his  sons  settled  in  Cherry  Creek, 

Niles  and  Alvah  on  parts  of  lot  forty- 
one,  John  P.  on  lot  twenty-seven,  near 
the  village.  He  married  the  daughter 

of  Robert  James,  also  an  early  settler. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  laying  out 

and  cutting  out  early  roads  in  Cherry- 
Creek  and  in  getting  the  town  set  off 

from  Ellington  in  1829.  He  also  fre- 
quently served  in  town  offices  and  was 

Town  Clerk  at  the  time  of  his  death 

He  held  the  militia  offices  from  Cor- 

poral to  Major. 
In  the  southwest  part  of  the  town 

lived  Alvah  Hadlev,  whose  son  Ozro  A. 

was  for  a  time  acting  Governor  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  Niles  Hadley,  who  lived 

and  died  on  his  early  purchased  home. 
Also  settled  here  Mr.  Ward  and  his 

son,  William,  On  and  Ai  ;  Hudson 

Smith,  John  Howard,  Nathaniel  Dun- 
ham, Arthur  Hines,  Addison  Phillips, 

John  L  .uce,  Reuben  A.  Bullock,  Mvron 

Field,  Horatio  Hill.  Joseph  Price  on 

lot  forty-two  had  three  sons ;  John, 
Lawrence  and  David.  Abraham  T.  An- 

drus  settled  where  the  late  Join.  D. 

Mount  lived.  In  the  northwest  part 

were:  John  Bartlett,  Ira  B.  Tanner, 
Alvah  Bannister,  Elkanah  Steward,  Oli- 

ver Carpenter,  Anson  Newton,  Wilbur 
Burdick,  John  Essex,  J.  Richardson, 

Eben  Abbey,  Putnam  Farrington,  a  gen- 
eral of  the  War  of  1812.  Ora  Parks, 

who  settled  in  1824  on  lot  thirty-seven, 

three  miles  in  the  woods  from  neigh- 
bors, cleared  his  farm  and  raised  a  large 

family.  Enos  A.  Bronson  came  from 

Connecticut  and  settled  on  lot  fifty-six 
near  the  northline  in  1825,  where  he 

died  in  1858.  His  sons  were  William, 

Horace,  Allen  L.,  and  Monson  M. 

In  a  little  settlement  at  Shattuck's 
schoolhouse  was  made  the  first  attempt 
at  a  village  in  the  town  in  the  spring  of 

1820,  on  lot  thirty-four.  Here  settled 
Robert  James,  Montgomery  Evans, 

Norton  Still,  David  Myers,  Horatio  Hill, 
Demas  Stone,  Robert  James,  Jr.,  and 

Randall  Spencer,  who  held  the  first 
Methodist  class  meetings  in  his  house 
for  a  number  of  years.  A  burying 

ground  was  soon  laid  out.  Pliny  Shat- 
tuck  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  here  in 

*For  picture  of  Angeliue  Pickering,  see  page  S3,  this  volume. 
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183  r.  The  hopes  of  having  a  village  at 

this  point  were  soon  blasted. 
George  H.  Frost,  from  Renssalaer 

County,  came  in  1823,  and  built  the  sec- 
ond house  in  what  is  now  the  Village 

of  Cherry  Creek,  on  the  south  part  of 

lot  twenty,  where  C.  D.  Leonard's 
cheese  factory  once  stood  (land  taken 

up  by  James  Marks  in  1 81 5).  Mr.  Frost 
became  the  first  settler  with  a  family  in 

the  village,  kept  the  first  tavern,  and  was 
the  first  Postmaster ;  he  afterward  kept 

a  store,  later  lived  on  a  farm,  but  re- 
turned to  the  village  where  he  died  in 

GEORGE  H.  FROST. 

Cherry  Creek's  First  Inn  keeper  and  First  Postmaster 

1873.  He  had  been  for  several  years 
Supervisor. 

William  Green,  Almeron  lily,  Elam 

Edson,  Ira  Bassett,  John  Bovee,  Rollins 
Kilburn,  Harry  James,  Aaron  Rartlett, 

John  P.  Hadley,  Thomas  Berry,  Cyrus 
Thatcher  and  Alfred  Goodrich  were 

early  settlers  in  the  village.  In  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  village  were  Michael  Page, 

Eddy  Weatherly,  Jotham  Godfrey, 
Stephen  Blaisdell,  Julius  Gibbs,  Henry 
Babcock,  William  Kilbourn  and  Thomas 
Carter,  who  established  a  tannery  with 

a  shoe  shop.    In  the  central  part,  Rob- 

ert James  settled  in  1820,  on  lot  thirty- 
six,  where  he  died.  Of  his  sons  Robert 

J.,  was  Supervisor  in  1831  and  1832; 

Jonathan  was  a  physician.  Thomas 
Mount  brought  his  wife  and  fourteen 
children  from  New  lersey.  His  sons 

were  Ezekiel,  John,  Hezekiah,  Furman 
and  Samuel.  Anthony  Morian  settled 

on  lot  forty-four  in  1835  and  raised  a 
family  of  ten  children. 

In  the  southeast  part  Wanton  King 
settled  on  lot  nine  in  1820.  His  sons 

were  Thomas  Ward  and  Obidiah.  On 

lot  eighteen  Josiah  Crumb  settled. 
Eason  Matteson  located  on  lot  eighteen 

in  1820.  His  son  James  now  resides 

in  the  village,  Almanson  in  Chicago, 

and  John  is  dead.  In  the  south  part 

the  early  settlers  were :  Daniel  Wag- 

goner, Isaac  C.  Brown,  William  S.  Bul- 
lock, Moses  Ells,  Clark  Losee,  George 

W.  Hitchcock.  Job  Eddy  settled  on  lot 

twenty-three  in  the  northeast  part  in 
1820.  Thomas  Wiicox  from  Hanover 

was  an  early  settler,  first  on  lot  seven- 
teen in  1819,  on  lot  twenty-one  in  1824, 

and  on  lot  twenty-four  in  1829,  where 
he  died.  Pie  was  noted  for  his  industry 
and  for  clearing  much  land.  His  sons 

were  Daniel,  Erastus,  Alfred  and  Har- 

low. *James  Carr  settled  in  1823  on  lot 
fifteen,  land  bought  of  Joshua  Bentley, 

Jr.,  and  afterwards  kept  store  in  the 
village.  He  was  Supervisor  of  Ellington 

in  1828-29  and  the  first  Supervisor  of 

Cherry  Creek.  He  had  one  son,  An- 

drew J.  William  G  Carr  came  in  Octo- 
ber, 1829,  with  wife  and  two  children 

and  settled  on  lot  fifteen.  Jarius  Nash 

from  Stephentown,  an  early  school 

teacher,  settled  on  lot  twenty-three.  His 
son,  William,  resides  on  the  homestead. 

Jared  Ingalls  located  on  all  of  lot  twen- 
ty-two in  1825  and  built  a  sawmill.  Dan- 

iel B.  Parsons,  from  Madison  County, 

settled  in  1850  on  lot  twenty-three 
where  he  died.  Both  he  and  his  son, 

Reuben    W.,   have    been  Supervisors. 

*For  picture  of  James  Carr  see  Page  4S0  Volume  I. 
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William  Weaver,  in  1817,  settled  on  lot 

eighteen  ;  a  few  years  after  on  lot  four- 
teen, where  he  died.  On  Powers  Hill 

George  Sheffield  settled  on  lot  twenty- 
nine.  His  sons  were  Aaron,  Hiram, 

Alanson  and  Judson.  Daniel  Powers, 

a  son-in-law,  from  whom  the  hill  takes 
its  name,  settled  on  the  same  lot  twen- 

ty-nine. 
The  first  birth  in  town  was  that  of 

Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph  M.  and  Patty 
Kent,  in  1816.  She  married  the  Hon. 

Charles  B.  Green  of  Ellington.  The 
first  marriage  was  James  Battles  to 

Rachael,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hadley, 
June  6,  1819.  The  first  death  was  that 
of  Rufus  Hitchcock  in  1820 ;  he  fell  from 

the  roof  of  his  house  just  as  he  had 

completed  it,  and  fractured  his  skull. 
The  first  school  was  taught  by  Reuben 

Cheeney  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
The  first  merchant  in  Cherry  Creek  was 
Seth  Grover,  who  started  in  trade  in 

1 83 1 ,  in  a  building  on  the  site  where 

F.  R.  Pope's  establishment  now  is.  He 
had  in  connection  with  his  store  an  ash- 

ery  and  a  pearling  oven.    Later  Cyrus 

MRS.  WANTON  KING. 

Thatcher  and  George  H.  Frost  were  in 
trade.  The  first  resident  physician, 
Horace  Morgan,  came  in  1829.  He  was 
followed  by  Oliver  B.  Main,  Edwin  G. 

Ely,  T.  G.  Walker  and  others.  Among 

the  early  tailors  were  Jonathan  Green- 
man  and  Russell  Bartlett.  The  first  saw- 

mill was  built  by  William  Kilburn  in 

1824  on  Cherry  Creek  near  the  village; 

he  attached,  the  next  year,  a  shop  for 

making  spinning  wheels,  chairs,  etc.,  to 
his  mill.  The  second  sawmill  was  built 

by  Robert  James  and  William  Green  in 
1833.  The  first  grist  mill  was  built 
by  Hull  Nickerson  in  1828  near  the 

site  of  Price's  sawmill.  It  had  one  run  of 
stones  and  was  used  only  for  corn.  It 

was  known  for  years  as  the  old  "pep- 

MRS.  LYDIA.  (KENT)  GREEN. 
First  child  born  in  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek. 

per"  mill.  In  1848  Joseph  Kent  built 
a  grist  mill  with  all  modern  appliances 
with  three  runs  of  stones  for  grinding 
all  kinds  of  grain.  This  mill  was  burned 
in  1869  and  rebuilt  in  1870  by  Sihs 

Vinton.  Immediately  under  the  groc- 
ery store  of  C.  L.  Frost  a  large  spring 

bubbles  up.  In  the  early  days  of  settle- 
ment this  was  much  larger  than  now 

and  overflowed  quite  an  area  of  land. 
The  deer  found  some  attractive  quality 
in  the  water  not  present  in  any  other 

spring  and  resorted  there  often  in  num- 

bers. This  gave  it  the  name  of  "the 
deer  lick"  by  which  it  was  long  known. 

Reminiscences. 

Cherry  Creek's  pioneers  like  all  oth- 
ers lived  in  log  cabins  without  door  and 
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windows  for  a  long  period.  Few  inci- 
dents of  much  importance  disturbed  the 

quietness  of  the  settlement's  existence, 

except  the  loss  of  Joshua  Bentley's  child 

JAMES  BATTLES. 

CHERRY     CREEK'S  FIRS 

and  what  was  called  the  "Injun  War." 
A  four-year-old  daughter  of  Joshua 

Bentley,  a  highly  respected  member  of 
the  community,  strayed  off  into  the 
woods  one  day  in  April,  1822,  and  was 

never  seen  again  dead  or  alive.  "Mrs. 
Bentley  with  two  of  the  older  children 

started  out  to  pick  some  cowslips,  leav- 
ing her  husband  asleep  on  the  floor  and 

the  little  girl  at  play  in  the  doorway. 

She  was  not  missed  until  Mrs.  Bentley's 
return,  about  an  hour  afterwards.  A 
search  was  commenced  and  continued 

by  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding 
country,  but  without  discovering  the 
least  trace  of  the  child.  That  she  was 

taken  by  the  Indians,  or  that  she  had 
wandered  away  into  the  woods  and  had 

been  devoured  by  wild  beasts  were 

among  the  conjectures  concerning  her 

fate."  Joshua  Bentley  here  referred  to 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  townsman 
Edwin  C.  Bentley. 

From  the  early  records  of  School  Dis- 
trict Number  Six  (Shattuck  District)  we 

glean  the  following.  We  quote  ver- 
batim : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and 
the  inhabitants  of  School  District  Num- 

ber Six  in  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek 

held  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1832.  First. 

Voted  that  Robert  James  serve  as  mod- 
erator. Voted  that  we  raise  twenty- 

one  dollars  to  build  a  log  school  house 

KACHAEL  HADLEY. 
ANT)  GROOM. 

twenty  by  twenty-six.  Second.  Voted 
that  David  Hollister  finish  the  house 

after  the  logs  and  material  is  on  the 
ground  for  the   sum   of  five  dollars. 

S  ETH  G  ROVE  H. 

Cherry  Creek's  First  Merchant. 

Third.  Voted  that  we  raise  fifty  cents 

to  compensate  Mr.  Tanner  for  going 

to  Mayville  to  s^e  Mr.  Peacock  about 
title  to  land.  Voted  that  every  man  who 
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works  on  the  house  shall  have  fifty  cents 

per  day  for  his  and  his  ox  team's  work. 
Voted  that  we  raise  one  dollar  and  fiftv 

and  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  and  on 

the  rise  of  ground."  Lebus  Whitney, 
Moderator.    Randall  Spencer,  Clerk. 
The  first  town  meeting  in  Cherry 

Creek  after  its  formation  was  held  at 

the  hotel  of  George  H.  Frost  in  March, 
1830.  The  names  of  the  officers  elected 
are  not  ascertained,  except  those  of 

James  Carr,  Supervisor,  and  Robert 
James,  Town  Clerk. 

ALEX.  BENTLEY. 
First  Male  Child  Born  in  Cherry  Creek. 

cents  for  raising  the  house.  Voted  that 
our  summer  scho.ol  begin  the  second 

Supervisors. 

James  Carr,  1830-33-36-40-46-52. 
Robert  James,  Jr.,  1831-32.  George  H. 
Frost,  1834-35.  Oliver  Carpenter,  1837. 
Horace  Bronson,  1838.  William  G. 

Carr,  1839.  William  Kilbourn,  1841- 

42-43.  Archibald  F.  Robins,  1844.  Oli- 
ver B.  Main,  1845-49-50.  Charles  A. 

Spencer,  1847-48.  Joseph  Kent,  1851- 
56.  Daniel  B.  Parsons,  1853-54.  Silas 

Vinton,  1855-59-60-68-71.  Horatio  Hill, 

1857-58-64.  R.  W.  Parsons,  1861-63-65. 
Anthony  Morian,  1862-67.    George  N. 

HISTORICAL  SPOT— VIEW  ON  CHEERY  CREEK. 

Monday  in  May  next — three  weeks  from 
today.  Voted  that  the  site  be  on  the 

North  Road  not  to<  exceed  twenty  rods 

Frost,  1866-69-72-73-75-77.  W.  C.  Car- 

penter, 1870.  Harry  Bilings,  1874.  Wil- 
liam S.  Blaisdell,  1878-79.    James  Rich- 
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ardson,  1880.  S.  A.  Ferrin,  1881-82- 

83-84-85-86-87-88-91-92.  W.  F.  Stet- 
son, 1889.  William  I.  Phillips,  1890. 

R.  A.  Hall,  1893-94-95.  C.  L.  Wheeler, 

1896-97-98-99- 1900-01 -02-03.  C.  A. 
Mount,  1904. 

The  Village. 

Cherry  Creek  Village  was  incorporat- 
ed May  20,  1893.  The  first  Trustees 

were  I.  S.  Benton,  W.  E.  Shepardson, 
H.  Clinton  Mount.  The  first  election 

was  held  June  17,  1893,  when  C.  A. 

f 

Mount  was  chosen  President ;  G.  LeRoy 

Martin,  Clerk ;  G.  W.  Brown,  Treas- 
urer ;  H.  E.  Safford,  Collector.  Since 

its  incorporation  several  very  substan- 
tial men  have  held  the  office  of  Village 

President,  viz:  C.  A.  Mount,  1893-94; 

W.  F.  Stetson,  1895  ;  S.  A.  Ferrin,  1896- 
1898;  R.  A.  Hall,  1897;  R.  W.  Par- 

sons, 1898;  F.  J.  Shattuck,  1899;  C.  A. 
Mount,  1900;  Charles  H.  Delemater, 
1901  ;  I.  S.  Benton,  1902;  A.  H.  Curtiss, 
1903. 

The  present  government  consists  of 

a  President  and  two  Trustees,  who  man- 

age the  affairs  of  the  village  and  a 
Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Collector.  The 

present  officers  are  President,  C.  L. 
Wheeler ;  Trustees,  Ernest  Dye,  C.  L. 

Edwards  ;  Clerk,  E.  W.  Curtis ;  Treas- 
urer, C.  L.  Frost.  The  present  form  of 

village  government  is  exceedingly  pop- 
ular and  has  given  the  titmost  satisfac- 
tion to  every  class  in  the  community. 

*The  School. 

Cherry  Creek  can  boast  of  one  of  the 

best  High  Schools  and  school  build- 

I 

ings  in  Chautauqua  County.  The  pres- 
ent school  building  was  erected  in  1896 

at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  A 

faculty  of  ten  competent  instructors  are 

employed. 

The  Post  Office. 

The  Cherry  Creek  Post  Office  was  es- 
tablished in  1832,  George  H.  Frost 

being  the  first  Postmaster.  It  had  hum- 
ble quarters  in  a  building  located  on  the 

site  where  Mrs.  Anthony  Morian's  resi- dence stands.    For  some  time  the  office 

*For  picture  of  School  Building,  see  Page  65,  this  Volume. 
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was  a  primitive  affair  and  mail  was  re- 
ceived and  forwarded  once  a  week. 

There  was  a  stage  line  conducted  for 
many  years  between  Silver  Creek  and 

Jamestown,  passing  through  this  Vil- 
lage. The  mail  was  carried  by  a  man 

by  the  name  of  Page  who'  made  trips 
on  horseback.  At  the  time  the  Post 

Office  was  established  there  was  con- 
siderable strife  as  to  where  it  should 

be  located,  between  the  residents  of  the 

settlement  at  Shattuck's  Corners  and 
those  of  where  the  village  is  now  locat- 

C.  A.  Mount,  Will  T.  Reade  and 

R.  C.  Bullock.  The  increase  in  the  bus- 

iness done  by  the  Post  Office  is  an  in- 
dication of  the  growth  of  Cherry  Creek 

to  some  extent.  When  C.  A.  Mount 

was  first  appointed  Post  Master  in  1874 
his  salary  was  one  hundred  ten  dollars 

pe'r  year  and  the  present  salary  of  Post- 
master Bullock  is  one  thousand  dollars 

per  year.  Rural  Free  Delivery  was  es- 
tablished September  15,  1902,  three 

routes.  It  was  made  a  Presidential 
office  February  4,  1901. 

VIEW  IN  CHERRY  CREEK  CEMETERY. 

ed.  The  settlers  at  the  Corners  said 

they  did  not  propose  io  come  clown  to 

this  "mud  hole"  for  their  mail  and  its 
location  here  engendered  considerable 
bitterness.  After  all,  in  the  long  run, 
the  residents  of  that  section  of  the  town 

seem  to  have  come  out  ahead  for  they 
now  enjoy  free  mail  delivery  and  the 
residents  of  the  village  do  not.  The 
following  have  succeeded  Mr.  Frost  as 
Postmaster  in  the  following  order : 
Cyrus  Thatcher,  Seth  Grover,  Charles 

A.  Spencer,  Seth  Grover,  Looimis  Bart- 
lett,  Charles  A.  Spencer,  Silas  Vinton, 
Judson  Sheffield,  W.  U.  Edwards,  W. 
E.  Griswold,  C.  A.  Mount,  M.  Allen, 

The  Cemetery. 

The  Cherry  Creek  Central  Cemetery 
Association  is  a  corporation  organized 

by  law.  The  cemetery  contains  about 

five  acres  of  land,  prettily  laid  out,  nice- 
ly kept  up  and  one  of  the  prettiest  in 

Chautauqua  County.  The  association 
was  organized  December  21,  1849,  by 

Jared  Ingalls,  William  Green,  William 

Kilbourn,  J.  P.  Utter,  Horatio  David- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  Moses  Ferrin,  Parker 

K.  Branch,  Demas  Stone,  Aman  Ames, 

Charles  H.  Spencer,  L.  L.  Sweatland, 

W.  C.  Carpenter,  R.  N.  Tanner,  Cle- 
ment Strong,  Harry  James,  Cyrus  In- 
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galls,  Bliss  C.  Willoughby,  Silas  Ad- 
ams, Seth  S.  Chase  and  James  Xash. 

There  are  many  costly  monuments 
erected  in  memory  of  the  departed  in 

this  cemetery:  also  many  which  have 
withstood  the  ravage  of  the  hand  of 
time. 

The  present  officers  are :  George 
Kent,  President ;  Albert  James,  Vice 
President :  I.  S.  Benton.  Secretary  and 

Treasurer ;  F.  P.  Gillette.  Superintend- 
ent. 

Fire  Department. 

The  Cherry  Creek  Fire  Department 

was  organized  July  15,  1890,  at  a  meet- 

ing of  the  citizens  held  in  Ferrin's  Hall. 
R.  A.  Hall  was  the  presiding  officer  and 

John  C.  Holmes,  Secretary.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  officers  elected : 

Charles  J.  Shults,  Chief ;  Fred  F.  Green, 

Assistant  Chief;  C.  A.  Mount,  Presi- 
dent ;  I.  S.  Benton,  Vice  President ;  C. 

L.  Edwards,  Secretary;  J.  H.  Springer, 
Treasurer :  E.  C.  Bentley,  Foreman ;  M= 
H.  Butler,  Assistant  Foreman :  G.  W. 

Brown,  C.  A.  Mount,  G.  L.  Martin, 
Trustees. 

Present  membership  of  the  depart- 
ment eighty.  Officers :  Chief,  C.  S. 

Smith ;  First  Assistant  Chief,  S.  E. 

Young;  Second  Assistant  Chief.  L.  B. 

Seager ;  Fire  Wardens,  Hose  Company, 
U.  D.  Carl,  G.  E.  Kent ;  Fire  Wardens 

Engine  Company,  I.  P.  Champlin, 
George  Hills. 

Churches. 

That  "Righteousness  exalteth  a  na- 
tion, while  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  peo- 

ple," has  the  sanction  of  Divine  authori- 
ty and  of  long  centuries  of  human  ex- 

perience. If  the  number  of  its  churches 

and  the  size  and  zeal  of  its  congrega- 
tions be  anv  gauge  of  the  religious  spirit 

of  a  communitv,  then  the  Town  of 

Cherry  Creek  gives  abundant  proof  of 

the  righteousness  of  her  people.  Al- 

together the  spiritual  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple are  well  and  faithfully  cared  for. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 

organized  in  1857  with  seven  members 
in  the  class.  Rev.  O.  S.  Meade  was  the 

first  pastor.  The  present  church  edi- 
fice was  erected  in  1881  at  a  cost  of  five 

thousand  dollars.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  over  two  hundred.  Rev. 

Henry  C.  Millington  is  the  efficient  pas- 
tor. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  or- 
ganized October  26,  1832,  with  twelve 

members.  Elder  Bennet  was  the  first 

pastor ;  present  pastor,  Rev.  A.  B. 

Abrams.  In  1896  the  church  was  re- 
built and  is  now  a  model  edifice. 

The  Free  Baptist  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1826  by  Rev.  Thomas  Grinnell. 

It  was  the  first  religious  organization 

in  Cherry  Creek.  The  present  house  of 
worship  was  built  in  1846  at  a  cost  of 

twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  Present 
pastor,  Rev.  Z.  B.  Dally. 
A  Christian  Church  was  organized 

March  23.  1839.  The  church  had  no 

meeting  house'  but  maintained  its  or- 
ganization up  to  about  1 861. 

Lodges. 

The  fraternal  feeling  of  the  people  of 

Cherry  Creek  is  manifest  by  the  many 

societies  of  which  lodges  have  been  lo- 
cated here. 

Cherry  Creek  Lodge  Xo.  384,  Free 

and  Accepted  Masons,  was  instituted 

in  1853  with  nine  charter  members  and 
received  the  present  warrant  in  June, 

1855.  William  S.  Blaisdell  was  the  first 
Master.  Present  principal  officers  are : 
E.  W.  Curtis,  Worthy  Master  ;  A.  J. 

Abbey,  Senior  Warden :  Dr.  E.  W. 

Storms,  Junior  Warden  ;  A.  H.  Curtiss. 
Treasurer :  S.  M.  Sweet,  Secretary. 

Membership  ninety-two. 

Cherry  Creek  Lodge,  Xo.  463,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  in- 
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stituted  April  6,  1852,  with  six  charter 
members.  J.  L.  Clark  was  the  first 
Noble  Grand.  Present  membership 
over  one  hundred. 

Bullock  Post,  No.  304,  Grand  Army 

Republic,  was  organized  November  2, 
1882,  with  twenty  charter  members. 

Lewis  James  is  the  present  Commander. 

Cherry  Creek  Grange,  No.  527,  Pa- 
trons of  Husbandry,  was  organized  Au- 

gust 18,  1887,  with  twenty-eight  char- 
ter members.  M.  A.  Phillips  was  its 

first  Master.  Present  membership  one 

hundred  eighty-seven. 
Cherry  Creek  Lodge,  No.  42,  Ancient 

Order  United  Workmen,  was  organized 

November  15,  1876,  with  twenty  charter 
members.  S.  V.  O.  Sherman  was  the 

first  Master  Workman.  Present  mem- 

bership twenty-eight. 
Pocahontas  Hive,  No.  21,  Ladies  of 

the  Maccabees,  was  instituted  in  Sep- 
tember, 1 891,  with  thirteen  charter 

members.  Mrs.  A.  Bronson  was  the 

first  Lady  Commander. 

Ensign  Circle,  No.  281,  was  instituted 

November  18,  1896,  with  sixteen  char- 
ter members.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Soules 

was  the  first  President. 

Pocahontas  Tent,  No.  101,  Knights 

of  the  Maccabees,  was  instituted  in  Oc- 

tober, 1888,  with  eighteen  charter  mem- 
bers. - 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  was  organized  July  3,  1888,  with 
a  membership  of  twenty. 

Golden  Chapter,  No.  252,  Order  of 

the  Eastern  Star,  was  organized  Octo- 
ber 16,  1902.  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Shults 

was  the  first  Worthy  Matron  and  Isaac 

S.  Benton,  Worthy  Patron. 

There  have  been  temperance  societies 

and  other  secret  orders  in  town  but  they 
have  been  discontinued. 

It  may  be  said  of  Cherry  Creek  that 
from  the  time  of  its  foundation  it  has 
been  a  center  of  courteous  and  cordial 

hospitality  and  that  even  in  the  infancy 

of  the  town  its  inhabitants  were  of  a 

social  and  genial  disposition  in  which 
the  birth  of  its  present  society  had  its 

origin.  There  is  a  stamp  of  refinement 
and  courteous  cordiality  to  be  found  in 

the  homes  of  cur  people,  which  is  an  in- 
dication of  their  generous  disposition 

and  refinement  of  ideas.  The  best  evi- 
dences of  the  sociability  of  our  people 

is  to  be  found  in  the  many  pleasant  so- 
cials, neighborhood  and  house  to  house 

parties,  and  other  events  frequently  tak- 

ing place  among  them. 

MANASOM  ALLEN. 

Manason  Allen,  druggist  and  pharmacist, 
was  born  in  Conewango,  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  December  2,  1839,  and  was  mar- 

ried to  Miss  Ann  Sage  of  Leon,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1801.  He  came  to  Cherry  Creek  in  1872 

and  embarked  in  the  drug  and  grocery  busi- 
ness, which  he  successfully  conducted  until 

1882,  when  he  sold  to  Burt  Rich  and  entered 
the  hardware  business.  In  1885  he  returned 
to  his  former  business,  that  of  selling  drugs 
and  patent  medicines,  in  which  he  is  now 
successfully  engaged. 

STEPHEN  BLAISDELL. 

Stephen  Blaisdell  was  born  in  Gifford, 
New  Hampshire,  August  1,  178G.  He  re- 

mained there  until  he  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  made  a  public  pro- 

fession of  religion.  He  soon  after  com- 
menced preaching  and  traveled  extensively 

in  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Vermont  and  Connecticut.  He 

married  in  1810  Bathsheba  Aldrich  in  Tem- 
pleton,  Massachusetts,  who  was  born  March 
2,  1788.  He  removed  to  Leyden,  Vermont, 
where  his  family  remained  until  he  removed 
to  this  county  in  March,  1824.  He  settled 
in  Ellington  (then  Gerry),  on  lot  twenty- 
nine.  In  the  spring  of  1827  he  removed  to 
Cherry  Creek  on  lot  twenty-eight.  He  was 
connected  with  the  Christian  denomination, 
having  been  ordained  to  the  ministry  in 
1828.  In  politics  he  held  to  the  principles 
inculcated  by  the  Jeffersonian  Republicans. 
He  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  Ann, 
Eliza,  Amanda  L.,  William  S.,  Bogardus  A., 
and  Napoleon  L.  Stephen  Blaisdell  died 
September  9,  1854,  aged  68  years. 
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WILLIAM    S.  BLAISDELL. 

The  founders  of  Cherry  Creek,  remarka- 
ble for  thrift  and  energy,  were  not  slow  in 

transplanting  their  young  and  vigorous  sap- 
lings to  the  fertile  and  promising  soil  as 

subsequent  years  have  shown  stalwart  trees 
and  powerful  influences  for  good,  matured 
from  healthy  saplings.  Perhaps  no  more 
valuable  illustration  of  the  vitality  and  true 
worth  of  such  a  stock  has  been  found  than 

in  the  sketch  of  the  life  of  William  S.  Blais- 
dell.  Mr.  Blaisdell  was  born  in  Leyden, 
Franklin  County,  Vermont,  February  14, 
1828.  He  came  with  his  father  Stephen 
Blaisdell,  who  first  settled  in  the  old  Town 
of  Gerry  (now  Ellington)  in  March,  1824; 
then  to  Cherry  Creek  April  10,  1827.  They 
moved  into  the  unoccupied  log  house  built 
by  James  Marks  in  1816,  the  second  house 
built  in  town.  Two  weeks  later  the  family 
moved  into  a  new  log  house  without  a 
door,  floor,  window,  or  chimney;  this  was 
located  on  lot  twenty-eight,  which  now  is 
included  in  the  incorporated  village.  Mr. 
Blaisdell  married  Lydia  F.  Shattuck,  daugh- 

ter of  L.  E.  Shattuck,  June  1,  185G;  she  died 
June  24,  18G0,  leaving  two  children,  Burke 
and  Lydia  F.,  who  both  died  in  November, 
18G3.  He  married  again  June  6,  18G4,  Miss 
Mary  K.  Harris  of  Gerry,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  Martha,  William  B.,  and 
Alfred  H.  His  occupation  had  always  been 
that  of  farming,  having  cleared  a  four  hun- 

dred acre  farm  and  erected  substantial 
buildings.  Mr.  Blaisdell  was  liberal  and 
did  much  to  make  Cherry  Creek  what  it  is 
today.  He  contributed  to  almost  every  en- 

terprise the  village  now  has;  he  helped  to 
build  four  churches  and  keep  them  in  repair; 
also  six  school  houses.  He  gave  the  right 
of  way,  three  acres  of  land  across  his  farm, 
to  the  railroad  company,  and  also  helped 
pay  the  right  of  way  through  the  town.  He 
also  gave  three  acres  of  land  for  grist  mill 
purposes.  Mr.  Blaisdell  was  a  leading  fac- 

tor in  every  enterprise  which  had  for  its 
object  the  building  up  of  the  town.  He 
was  a  man  of  reliability  in  word  and  deed 
and  a  person  esteemed  and  respected  by  all. 
He  died  September  14,  1902. 

sketch)  and  he  was  born  April  6,  1868,  upon 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  upon  which 
he  resides.  His  father  lived  in  stirring  pio- 

neer times  and  was  fully  acquainted  with  all 
those  experiences  which  were  a  part  of  every 

pioneer's  life.  Alfred  H.  Blaisdell's  child- 
hood days,  youth  and  manhood  years,  have 

all  been  passed  upon  the  old  homestead 
around  which  cling  many  pleasant  memor- 

ies. His  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  same  school  which  he  now  helps  to 
support,  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the 
Fredonia  Normal.  He  has  always  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
town.  Mr.  Blaisdell  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church;  Cherry  Creek  Lodge, 
No.  384,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Cherry 

Creek  Grange,  No.  527,  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, having  been  its  Worthy  Master; 

also  Master  of  Chautauqua  County  Pomona 
Grange,  being  one  of  the  youngest  Masters 
that  body  ever  had.  On  December  31,  1890, 
he  married  Bertha  E.  Waite,  daughter  of 
John  C.  Waite  of  Cherry  Creek.  Their 
children  are  Alice  M.,  Harold  A.,  and  Leah 
M.  His  life  is  one  of  independence,  content- 

ment and  peaceful  labor,  tempered  with  the 
benediction  which  comes  to  an  honest,  con- 

scientious life. 

GEORGE  W.  BROWN. 

George  W.  Brown  was  born  in  Mansfield, 
Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  in  January, 
18G0,  where  he  was  raised  and  received  his 
early  education.  He  afterwards  attended 
the  Franklinville  Academy  from  which  in- 

stitution he  graduated.  He  then  engaged 

in  school  teaching  and  successfully  conduct- 
ed schools  for  ten  terms,  establishing  an  en- 

viable reputation  as  an  .educator.  He  came 
to  Cherry  Creek  in  October,  1886,  and  pur- 

chased the  grocery  and  provision  business 
of  W.  E.  Becker.  He  now  successfully  con- 

ducts a  large  general  store.  Mr.  Brown 
was  married  to  Miss  Edith  I.  Smith  of  his 
native  town  in  April,  1884.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Chloe,  born  April  13,  1889,  and 
an  adopted  daughter,  Anna. 

ALFRED   H.  BLAISDELL. 

Alfred  H.  Blaisdell  belongs  to  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  the  Town  of  Cherry 
Creek.  His  parents  were  William  S.  and 
Mary  K.  (Harris)  Blaisdell,  (see  preceding 

RICHARD  C.  BULLOCK. 

Richard  C.  Bullock,  a  son  of  Reuben  A. 

and  Nancy  (Denure)  Bullock,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1847,  in  Cherry  Creek.  When  only 

a  boy  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  the  army 
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397 January  5,  18G4,  in  Company  K,  Ninth  New 
York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Sheridan's  Cavalry  C,  and  in 
due  time  was  promoted  to  Corporal.  June 
17,  1864,  he  was  injured  near  City  Point  by 
a  horse  falling  on  him.  From  July  3  until 
September  1  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital 

at  City  Point  and  in  the  Citizens'  Hospital 
at  New  York  City;  returning  to  his  regi- 

ment he  participated  in  the  famous  Shen- 
andoah Campaign.  The  following  are  his 

battles:  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold 
Harbor,  Yellow  Tavern,  Trevillian  Station, 
Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg  and  Old  Church, 
receiving  his  discharge  July  17,  18G5,  at 
Clouds  Mills,  Virginia.    Again  on  February 

RICHARD  C.  BULLOCK. 

27,  1867,  Mr.  Bullock  enlisted  at  Fondulac, 
Wisconsin,  in  Company  C,  Third  United 
States  Regiment  Infantry,  and  followed  the 
fortunes  of  that  regiment  until  February 
25,  1870,  receiving  his  discharge  at  Ft. 
Larned,  Kansas.  Mr.  Bullock  once  more 
returned  home  and  resumed  his  peaceful 
farm  life.  The  lady  whom  he  chose  as  his 

companion  for  life's  journey  was  Emma 
Brown,  the  daughter  of  Horace  and  Lydia 
(Myres)  Brown,  his  wife.  They  were  mar- 

ried January  5,  1871,  at  Cherry  Creek.  Mrs. 
Bullock  was  born  December  25,  1852,  in 
Cherry  Creek.  Four  children  were  given 
to  this  union,  Arden  L.,  Blanche  A.  (de- 

*For  portrait  of  James  Carr  sec  page  480.  Volume 

ceased),  Bernice  E.  (deceased),  and  Law- 
rence A.  Mr.  Bullock  is  one  of  the  influ- 
ential and  trusted  men  of  the  town.  He  has 

been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  is  now  Post- 
master. 

TRUMAN   B.  CARR. 

Truman  B.,  son  of  William  G.  and  Sally 
(Baldwin)  Carr,  was  born  in  Otsego  Coun- 

ty, this  state,  August  4,  1829.  He  came  to 
Cherry  Creek  with  his  parents  when  ten 
weeks  old  and  settled  upon  the  farm  now 
owned  by  the  Weed  Brothers.  He  was  mar- 

ried to  Miss  Hannah  Billings  February  22, 
1857.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 

children,  Ella,  born  May  13,  1859,  now  resid- 
ing at  home,  and  Jennie,  born  October  25, 

1865,  who  married  B.  J.  Richardson  June 
12,  1888.  She  died  April  9,  1895.  Mr.  Carr 
died  in  1902. 

JAMES  CARR. 

*James  Carr,  Cherry  Creek's  first  Supervis- 
or, was  born  in  South  Kingston,  Rhode  Is- 

land, April  15,  1798.  He  married  Polly 
Brown  April  18,  1822.  She  was  also  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  May  18,  1800,  and  died  in 
Cherry  Creek  November  11,  1838.  Mr.  Carr 
came  to  Cherry  Creek  in  March,  1823,  and 
settled  on  lot  fifteen,  and  afterwards  kept 
a  store  in  the  village.  He  was  Supervisor 
of  Ellington  in  1828-29,  and  the  first  Super- 

visor of  Cherry  Creek  after  its  formation 
in  1830.  Mr.  Carr  died  at  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
October  8,  1857.  His  children  were:  An- 

drew J.,  Rovella,  Louisa  Adelia,  Lydia  and 
Mary  E 

JAMES   G.  CHAMPLIN. 

James  G.  Champlin  was  born  here  August 
10,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  B.  and  Ma- 
rinda  (Crandall)  Champlin.  His  father  was 
a  highly  respected  citizen  of  the  town.  He 
married  Miss  Nellie  A.  Abbey,  daughter  of 
John  Abbey,  in  March,  1876.  They  have 
an  adopted  daughter,  Essee. 

HIRAM    W.  COOKINGHAM. 

Hiram  W.  Cookingham  was  born  in  King- 
ston, New  York,  February  28,  1831.  He 

came  to  Cherry  Creek  in  October,  1867.  He 
is  now  a  successful  farmer. 
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Mr.  Cookingham  married  Miss  Rhoda  A. 
Grover  of  Evans  January  1,  1852,  who  died 
April  29,  1867.  To  them  were  born  two  chil- 

dren, Frank  H.,  born  June  8,  1854,  who  mar- 
ried Nellie  J.  Allnatt,  February  10,  1876,  and 

Addie,  wife  of  Chauncey  Abbey,  born  Au- 
gust 25,  1858.  He  married  for  his  second 

wife  Miss  Lydia  B.  Grover  August  1,  1867. 

A.  H.  CURTISS. 

A.  H.  Curtiss  was  born  in  Camden,  New 
York,  July  7,  1850;  when  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  left  the  farm  for  Syracuse, 
where  he  learned  the  canning  business  in 
every  department.  Since  then  he  has  suc- 

cessfully managed  and  conducted  factories 
at  Newark,  Fairport,  Batavia,  North  Collins, 
Buffalo,  New  Hartford  and  Eden.  He  came 
to  Cherry  Creek  in  1892  and  since  that 
time  has  had  the  management  of  the  fac- 

tory here.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie 
Griffin  of  Batavia  in  1878,  who  died  Febru- 

ary 9,  1904.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Blanche,  who  married  P  '.  F.  B.  Holcomb, 
and  Laura  G.  Mr.  Curtiss  has  been  Presi- 

dent of  the  village  and  has  held  and  is  hold- 
ing other  positions  of  trust. 

JOHN  HORTON  CURTIS. 

In  the  year  1829  Stephen  L.  Curtis  moved 
from  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  New 
York,  to  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek,  and  in 
1834  purchased  from  the  Holland  Land  Com- 

pany a  farm  of  fifty  acres  on  what  is  now 
the  main  road  of  that  town  and  three  miles 
north  of  the  Village  of  Cherry  Creek.  There 
he  lived  all  his  life  until  his  death  in  1885, 
having  lived  on  the  same  farm  more  than 
fifty  years.  On  this  farm  his  youngest 
child,  John  H.  Curtis,  was  born  July  16, 
1838. 

John  H.  Curtis  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Parsons,  a  niece  of  Reuben  W.  Parsons, 
March  8,  1860.  Until  the  spring  of  1904, 
when  Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  the  Village  of 
Cherry  Creek,  he  had  lived  all  his  life  on 
this  farm.  There  his  two  children  were 
born,  a  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Lemuel  P.  Wood 
and  a  son,  Edgar  W.  Curtis.  On  the  same 
farm  the  son  of  Edgar  W.  Curtis,  Donald  D. 
Curtis  was  also  born;  so  that  a  son,  a 
grandson  and  a  great-grandson  of  Stephen 
L.  Curtis,  all  of  the  same  family  name,  were 
born  on  the  farm  which  Stephen  L.  Curtis 
bought  from  the  Holland  Company  when  it 

was  simply  fifty  acres  of  forest.  But  one 
transfer  of  that  property  has  ever  been 
made  since  the  original  deed  and  there  has 
never  been  a  mortgage  or  other  lien  of  any 
nature  upon  it.  There  are  probably  but  few 
farms  in  the  county  which  have  been  con- 

veyed but  once  since  the  original  transfer 
from  the  Holland  Land  Company  and  where 
three  generations  of  descendants  of  the 
original  purchaser  have  been  born,  the  farm 
still  remaining  in  the  family  of  such  pur- 
chaser. 

By  purchases  on  both  sides  John  H.  Cur- 
tis has  increased  the  original  farm  to  one 

hundred  fifty  acres  but  it  is  on  the  first  fifty 
acres  that  the  farm  buildings  are  located, 
the  large  barn  being  one  of  the  best  in  the 

JOHN  H.  CURTIS. 

town.  For  years  Mr.  Curtis  has  been  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  substantial,  reliable  men 

and  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers. 
When  on  his  farm,  he  had  a  special  city 
market  for  many  of  his  products  and  the 
farm  produced  all  the  fruits  that  could  be 
raised  in  the  locality,  not  for  market,  but 
for  family  use.  In  his  youth  he  had  no  edu- 

cational advantages  except  the  small  district 
school  of  those  days,  but  by  extensive  read- 

ing all  his  life  he  is  a  well-informed,  well- 
posted  man. 

His  father  was  a  strong  Whig  and  later 
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a  Republican;  but  from  principle  Mr.  Cur- 
tis has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  has 

taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  not  as  an 
office-seeker,  but  as  a  voter  and  worker  for 
the  election  of  others.  Nominations  for 
various  offices  have  been  tendered  him  but 
he  has  always  declined. 
He  became  a  member  of  Cherry  Creek 

Masonic  Lodge  in  18G8  and  has  since  been 
an  active  member.  At  four  different  times 
he  has  been  elected  Master  of  the  lodge 
and  its  representative  at  the  Grand  Lodge 
held  in  New  York  City  in  the  years  187G, 
1877,  1889  and  1890.  When  his  son,  Edgar 
W.  Curtis,  was  initiated  into  the  same  lodge 
Mr.  Curtis,  though  not  Master  at  that  time, 
conferred  the  degree  upon  him,  and  later 
when  his  son  was  elected  Master  of  the 
same  lodge  Mr.  Curtis  installed  him  as 
such  officer,  the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  that  lodge. 

EDGAR  WARREN  CURTIS. 

Edgar  Warren  Curtis,  a  son  of  John  H. 
and  Emma  Curtis,  was  born  on  the  farm 
known  as  the  Curtis  homestead,  November 
19,  1870.  He  attended  the  district  school 
at  first,  later  the  school  in  the  Village  of 
Cherry  Creek,  New  York,  until  September 
of  1889  when  he  entered  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Fredonia  where  he  was  graduated 
in  the  Classical  Course  of  the  class  of  1893, 
being  orator  of  his  class  and  having  been 
President  of  the  Zetesian  Society  in  the 
last  year  of  his  course. 

Before  graduating  he  accepted  the  Princi- 
palship  of  the  Allegany  Union  Schools  at 
Allegany,  New  York.  He  acted  as  Principal 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Allegany  schools 
until  June,  1897,  when  he  resigned  such  po- 

sition to  study  law,  though  the  position  was 
tendered  him  for  another  year  at  a  much 
larger  salary  than  had  ever  been  paid  there. 

He  was  married  to  Grace  E.  Delamater  of 
Allegany,  New  York,  on  June  24,  1897,  and 
immediately  thereafter  moved  to  this  vil- 

lage where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has 
one  child,  Donald  Delamater  Curtis.  After 
moving  here  Mr.  Curtis  immediately  began 
studying  law  and  in  September,  1899,  be- 

gan a  special  course  of  lectures  in  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  July,  1900.  He 
has  since  practiced  law  with  office  in  the 
Village  of  Cherry  Creek.  Although  in  busi- 

ness here  only  a  few  years,  as  his  home  has 

been  in  the  town  all  his  life  except  the 
eight  years  he  was  absent  in  educational 
work,  he  has  an  extensive  law  practice, 
which  has  been  acquired  by  strict  integrity, 
honesty,  uprightness  and  close  application 

and  fidelity  to  his  clients'  interest.  He  has 
the  reputation  of  telling  people  who  come 
to  him  for  advice,  candidly  what  is  best  for 

them  to  do,  whether  it  is  pleasant  or  un- 
pleasant to  them  or  unprofitable  for  him. 

For  years.  Warren  Parsons,  though  not  a 
lawyer,  was  the  adviser  of  people  for  miles 
around,  when  they  were  in  business  or  legal 

trouble,  for  they  knew  that  "Uncle  Warren," 
as  he  was  called  by  so  many,  would  give 

EDGAR  W.  CURTIS. 

them  sound  conscientious  advice.  Now  that 
Mr.  Parsons  is  dead,  people  go  to  his 

nephew,  "Ed.  Curtis."  A  year  after  Mr. 
Curtis  began  the  practice  of  law  he  received 
a  flattering  offer  from  a  law  office  with  a 
big  business  in  a  much  larger  place  but  he 
preferred  to  remain  in  Cherry  Creek. 

He  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Cherry 

Creek  High  School,  being  the  Secretary  of 
such  board.  He  is  now  Clerk  of  the  vil- 

lage, ihis  being  his  fourth  term.  He  is  at 
present  Master  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of 
Cherry  Creek  and  a  Past  Grand  of  the  Odd 

Fellows'  Lodge  of  this  village. 
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C.  LEROY  EDWARDS. 

C.  L.  Edwards  was  born  in  Cherry  Creek 

April  22,  N1859,  and  moved  to  Sherman  in 
187G,  graduated  from  the  Sherman  Union 
School  in  1880,  and  taught  school  in  the  vi- 

cinity of  Sherman  three  terms,  removing 
to  Cherry  Creek  in  1881.  He  married  Miss 
Carrie  Croft  of  Sherman  March  10,  1881, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children, 
one  son  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Edwards 
successfully  conducts  a  general  store  here. 

GEORGE    N.  FROST. 

George  N.  Frost  was  born  in  the  Town  of 
Cherry  Creek  October  21,  182G.  He  married 
Jane  M.  Kimball  January  3,  1847.  Of  this 
union  six  children  were  born,  Helen  M., 
(deceased),  Burlin  N.,  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  the  town;  Hon.  George  H.,  prac- 

ticing attorney  of  Buffalo,  New  York;  Mary 
Adelaide,  who  became  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Jenks  of  Foland,  New  York;  Lilis  Fidelia, 
now  Mrs.  William  R.  Huntley  of  Sherman, 
New  York,  and  Charles  L.,  a  merchant  in 
the  Village  of  Cherry  Creek. 

HON.  CHARLES  B.  GREEN. 

*Hon.  Charles  B.  Green  was  born  in  Stev- 
entown,  this  state,  January  13,  1809,  and 
was  married  to  Lydia  Kent  November  20, 
183G.  He  was  again  married  in  1864.  He 
came  to  Cherry  Creek  February  14,  1823. 
In  his  early  days  he  taught  school.  He 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Mullett 
at  Fredonia  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1843  and  again  in  1851.  Judge  Green 
was  Justice  of  Sessions  for  several  years; 
School  Commissioner  and  School  Inspector, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  assessor  here  for 
many  years.  In  1858  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Legislature.  He  died  in  Cherry 
Creek  March  31,  1894,  eighty-five  years  of 
age. 

RICHARD  A.  HALL. 

Richard  A.  Hall  was  born  in  Cherry  Creek 
May  12,  18G5,  and  was  married  to  Estelle 
B.  Ellsworth,  daughter  of  Col.  S.  B.  Ells- 

worth of  Conewango,  September  13,  1888. 
Mr.  Hall  graduated  at  the  Fredonia  Normal 
School  in  June,  1883,  and  soon  afterwards 
commenced  the  reading  of  law  with  Hon. 

George  H.  Frost  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  to  practice  June  15,  1889,  since  which 
time  he  has  made  a  brilliant  reputation  as 
a  trial  lawyer  and  in  the  argument  of  cases 
in  the  Supreme  Court  and  higher  courts 
and  has  forced  himself  to  the  front  among 
the  lawyers  of  Chautauqua  County. 

ROBERT  JAMES. 

Robert  James,  who  conducts  a  general 
hardware  business,  was  born  in  Cherry 
Creek,  February  4,  1850.  He  married  Miss 
Adell  DeLaney,  June  10,  1882,  and  who  died 
June  27,  1888.    He  has  a  daughter,  Grace  A. 

JOSEPH  KENT. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Jan- 
uary 22,  1814,  in  Cortland  County.  He  came 

here  when  three   years  old   and   lived  in 

JOSEPH  KENT. 

Cherry  Creek  severity  years  and  for  much 

of  that  time  was  the  "Lumber  King  of  the 

Upper  Conewango." He  married,  first,  November  20,  1837, 

Maria  Vedder.  George  A.  S.  Kent  is  the';r 
son,  who  now  resides  in  Jamestown.  Mr. 
Kent  married,  second,  in  November,  1839, 
Rachael  E.  Vedder.  They  had  two  children. 
Marion,  who  now  resides  at  Conewango  Val- 

ley; Emery,  who  resides  in  this  village. 
This  old  pioneer,  lumberman  and  farmer 
lived  long  and  usefully,  dying  in  1887. 

G.  S.  KENT. 

One  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  who  sprung  from  a 

family  who  settled  here  early  in  the  town's 

*For  portrait  of  Charles  B.  Green  see  pagre  495.    Volume  1. 
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history  was  G.  S.  Kent,  who  was  born  here 
November  12,  1828,  and  died  November  13, 
1903.  He  was  married  May  25,  1848,  to 
Miss  Lemira  James,  who  died  eight  years 
thereafter;  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
George  Kent  and  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Day.  Mr. 
Kent  was  married  a  second  time  September 
25,  1857,  to  Miss  Josephine  Hill,  daughter 
of  Horatio  Hill,  a  highly  respected  citizen. 
By  this  union  they  had  one  son,  Elmer  A. 
Kent. 

WILLIAM   MORI  AN. 

From  Cherry  Creek  Illustrated:  The 
name  of  William  Morian  is  familiar  to  al- 

WILLIAM  MORIAN. 

most  every  citizen  of  Cherry  Creek,  old  and 
young.  He  was  born  in  Pomfret,  this  coun- 

ty, October  3,  1832,  and  was  a  son  of  An- 
thony Morian,  who  settled  in  Cherry  Creek 

in  1835.  Mr.  Morian  grew  up  on  a  farm, 
moved  to  the  village,  engaged  in  business 
and  prospered,  as  an  intelligent,  honest,  en- 

ergetic business  man  usually  does.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Marilla  Bronson,  May  4, 
1852.  She  died  July  14,  1899.  Two  daugh- 

ters survive  them,  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Shults  of 
Cherry  Creek,  and  Mrs.  G.  S.  Boiler  of  Little 

Valley.  During  Mr.  Morian's  long  life  here 
he  was  a  noble  husband  and  father,  an  up- 

right citizen,  a  successful  business  man,  and 
a  man  whose  word  was  never  doubted.  He 
left  a  reputation  and  character  th?t  is  more 

valuable  than  money  and  more  to  be  desired 
than  fame.  Fortunate  is  that  community 
that  can  remember  and  emulate  the  example 
of  such  men.  The  world  would  be  void 
without  the  memories  of  the  dead.  Those 
who  have  lived  and  died  that  we  have  loved 
are  speaking  to  us  along  the  path  of  life. 
As  William  Morian  lived  so  he  died,  August 
19,  1890 — bravely  facing  his  inevitable  fate — 
an  honest,  upright,  generous,  manly  man. 

CYRUS    A.  MOUNT. 

Among  the  progressive  men  of  Cherry 
Creek  there  stands  no  more  prominent  fig- 

ure than  that  of  Cyrus  A.  Mount.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  an  eminent  family  who  were 
early  settlers  here.  He  was  born  here 
April  7,  1849,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
early  education  in  his  native  town  and  later 
graduated  from  the  Forestville  Free  Acad- 

emy. In  early  life  he  developed  those  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  character  which  have  since 

given  him  success  in  politics,  in  business 

and  in  social  life.  Mr.  Mount's  first  busi- 
ness venture  was  in  the  grocery  business 

under  the  firm  name  of  Mount  &  Ingalls, 

CYRUS  A.  MOUNT. 

which  co-partnership  continued  for  one  year 
when  he  sold  and  purchased  a  one-half  in- 

terest in  the  general  store  of  A.  W.  Knapp; 
this  business  arrangement  continued  for  two 
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years  when  he  sold  and  engaged  again  in 
trade  under  the  firm  name  of  Mount  &  Spen- 

cer. Soon  thereafter  Mr.  Spencer  sold  to 
W.  IT.  Edwards  and  he,  after  a  year,  sold 
to  H.  E.  Safford.  The  firm  of  Mount  &  Saf- 
ford  continued  to  do  business  for  two  years 

when  Mr.  Mount  purchased  Mr.  Safford's 
interest  and  soon  thereafter  sold  the  entire 
business  to  W.  E.  Becker.  Public  affairs 

tending  to  the  advancement  of  the  commun- 
ity in  which  he  lived  secured  his  early  and 

eager  attention.  In  politics,  as  well  as  busi- 
ness life,  he  soon  took  a  prominent  part. 

He  is  a  Republican  of  earnest  convictions. 
In  1874  he  was  appointed  Postmaster,  which 
position  he  acceptably  and  creditably  filled 
for  twelve  years.  He  was  again  appointed 
in  1890  and  held  the  office  until  a  change 
of  administration.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  has 

held  almost  continuously  since.  A  promi- 
nent trial  lawyer  of  vast  experience  once 

said  that  Cyrus  A.  Mount  was  the  best 
Justice  he  ever  saw.  He  was  the  first  Presi- 

dent of  the  Village  of  Cherry  Creek,  elected 
in  1893,  and  again  in  1894.  He  has  been 

the  President  of  the  Business  Men's  Asso- 
ciation and  President  of  the  Board  of 

Education,  and  has  also  been  Deputy  Sheriff 
for  several  years.  He  has  represented  his 
town  upon  the  Republican  County  Commit- 

tee, being  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  that  body.  In  addition  to  his  suc- 
cessful public  life  he  has  filled  and  now  fills 

various  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  the 
business  world.  At  present  he  is  the  Super- 

visor of  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek,  being 
elected  in  November,  1903.  Mr.  Mount  is 
pleasant  and  courteous  to  all  whom  he  meets, 
brings  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  much 
valuable  experience  and  acquaintance,  and 
always  strives  to  afford  every  possible  ac- 

commodation to  the  business  public.  He  is 
now  but  little  over  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
has  a  position  and  social  popularity  which 
makes  him  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the 
village  and  county.  In  August,  1871,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Helen  J.  Frost,  who  died 
in  March,  1884.  To  them  was  born  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Frances  (Mount)  Tyler,  now 
a  resident  of  Kenmore,  New  York.  Mr. 
Mount  was  married  again  to  Miss  Myra 
Fairbanks  of  Cherry  Creek,  in  July,  188G. 
They  have  one  son,  Neal. 

REUBEN    W.  PARSONS. 

One  of  the  best  known  and  esteemed  men 
in  this   locality,   having  been  prominently 

identified  with  the  business,  religious  and 
political  affairs  for  upwards  of  forty  years, 
was  Reuben  W.  Parsons.  He  was  born  in 
the  Town  of  Hanover  in  1831  and  came  to 
Cherry  Creek  in  1851,  where  he  died  Sep- 

tember 3,  1902.  He  was  Supervisor  in 
18C3-C4  and  had  always  more  or  less  of 
the  time  held  some  prominent  town  office, 
besides  being  President  of  the  village.  He 

was  the  "Father  of  the  Methodist  Church" 
of  this  place,  and  always  took  an  active 
interest  in  religious  matters.  Both  in  his 
private  life  and  his  business  and  official 
affairs  Mr.  Parsons  was  distinguished  by  his 
upright  and  honorable  character,  his  genial 
and  gentlemanly  demeanor  and  the  capable 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  under  every  circumstance.  Mr.  Par- 

sons was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Gould  of 
Ellington,  March  23,  1857.  He  had  three 
children,  Myrtie,  wife  of  C.  H.  Reynolds  of 
Brooklyn;  D.  G.,  who  conducts  a  grocery 
and  produce  store  in  Jamestown,  and  Rome 
A.,  a  Methodist  minister  stationed  at  Gar- 

land, Pennsylvania. 

GEORGE  W.  ROOD. 

George  W.  Rood,  one  of  the  largest  land 
owners  and  successful  farmers  of  Cherry 
Creek,  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Charlotte, 
this  county,  February  17,  1852.  Mr.  Rood 
has  always  been  engaged  in  farming,  stock 
raising  and  buying  and  shipping  cattle,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  and  has 
done  and  is  doing  much  for  the  benefit  and 
advancement  of  the  village  and  town. 
Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr.  Rood  has 
been  very  successful  and  has  acquired  a 
very  fine  property  which  he  keeps  in  a  good 
condition.  Mr.  Rood  was  married  to  Miss 
Rose  Farrington  of  this  town,  October  15, 
18G2.  To  them  were  born  four  children, 
Alta,  wife  of  Ernest  Dye;  Willie,  (deceased); 
Herbert,  who  is  in  business  at  Cattaraugus, 
and  Bessie. 

HIRAM   E.  SAFFORD. 

Hiram  E.  Safford  was  born  in  the  Town 
of  Stockton,  May  19,  1851,  and  was  educated 
at  Chamberlain  Institute,  Randolph.  For 

eight  years  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  establish- 
ment of  H.  Bannister  &  Son;  he  also  served 

in  a  like  capacity  for  R.  W.  Parsons  and 
Parsons  &  Spencer  for  about  five  years, 
besides  two  years  with  A.  C.  Young  of  Cairo, 
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WILLIAM  F.  STETSON. 

Michigan.  For  two  years  he  was  in  the 
grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mount  &  Safford.  Politically,  Mr.  Safford  is 
a  staunch  Democrat  and  owing  to  his  popu- 

larity he  has  twice  been  chosen  Town  Clerk, 
in  1882  and  again  in  1899,  in  a  town  that 
always  gives  a  Republican  majority  of  over 
one  hundred.  Mr.  Safford  married  Miss 
Abbie  R.  Mount  June  G,  1874.  They  have 
one  son,  Ralph  M. 

WALES    E.  SHEPARDSON. 

Wales  B.  Shepardson  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, April  25,  1847,  and  came  to  Ellington 

when  eight  years  of  age.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Ellington  Academy  and  his  first  busi- 

ness venture  was  there  in  the  cheese  box, 
cooper  and  planing  mill  business.  He  went 
to  California,  where  he  was  in  the  furniture 
trade  for  two  years.  Returning  to  Denver 

he  conducted  a  broker's  office  for  two  years. 
He  came  to  Cherry  Creek  in  1882  and  in 
company  with  his  brother,  H.  J.  Shepardson, 
started   a  handle  factory  and   mill,  which 

they  discontinued  in  the  early  nineties, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  embarked- 
in  the  grocery  business  which  he  still  con- tinues. 

WILLIAM   F.  STETSON. 

William  F.  Stetson,  a  son  of  Francis  M. 
Stetson,  was  born  in  Stockwell,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  June  19.  1850.  Was  ed- 

ucated at  Clinton  Liberal  Institute  at  Clin- 
ton and  Whitesboro  Seminary.  He  was  en- 

gaged with  his  fatuer  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  and  cheese  boxes  until  he  came 
to  Cherry  Creek  in  the  spring  of  1877,  when 
he  purchased  a  site  and  erected  his  present 
commodious  buildings.  He  commenced  bus- 

iness in  a  modest  way  and  its  history  since 
has  been  one  of  steady  growth  and  continued 
prosperity.  Last  year  something  like  one  hun- 

dred thousand  cheese  boxes  were  manufac- 
tured, which  went  to  supply  thirty-five  fac- 

tories in  this  section.  It  is  here  also  that  the 

famous  Acme  butter  package  is  manufactur- 
ed. This  package  is  a  vast  improvement  over 

any  which  have  heretofore  been  on  the  mar- 
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ket.  It  is  a  tight  seal  package  and  keeps  the 
butter  from  all  taints  regardless  of  sur- 

rounding conditions.  The  patent  fastener 
on  the  cover  is  a  great  feature,  as  you  can 
fasten  the  cover  perfectly  tight  without  the 
use  of  tacks,  nails  or  staples,  and  you  can 
open  and  close  as  many  times  as  you  wish 
without  defacing  the  cover  or  pail.  Mr. 
Stetson  has  all  the  improved  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  this  package,  which  is 
his  own  patent.  While  this  is  something 
comparatively  new,  he  has  already  made 
and  sold  over  five  hundred  thousand  and  he 
is  bothered  somewhat  to  supply  the  demand. 
In  addition  to  the  above  he  also  makes  cider, 
and  a  superior  article  of  jelly.  This  estab- 

lishment gives  employment  to  a  number 

of  hands  and  is  one  of  Cherry  Creek's  most 
valued  institutions. 

Mr.  Stetson  is  a  prominent  citizen  and  has 
ever  taken  a  genuine  interest  in  all  that  con- 

cerns the  public  welfare  of  the  town.  He 
has  represented  his  town  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors;  he  has  been  President  of  the 
village  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Village  Trustees.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
several  leading  secret  organizations  here. 
Both  in  private  life  and  in  official  capacities 
Mr.  Stetson  has  been  distinguished  by  his 
upright  and  honorable  character.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Eaton  of  New  Berlin, 
New  York,  January  3,  1881.  They  have 
three  children,  Genevia,  wife  of  John  Myers; 
Frank  and  Harry. 

ISAAC  S.  BENTON. 

Success  is  attained  only  by  incessant  toil 
and  earnest  effort.  Rich  harvests  do  not 
spring  from  uncultivated  soil,  neither  is 
moral  worth  developed  by  chance.  An  ex- 

ample of  industry  and  success  is  the  life  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Isaac  S.  Benton 
was  born  October  25,  1859,  at  Cottage.  In 
August,  1874,  he  went  to  Gowanda  and 
there  learned  the  marble  and  granite  trade 
of  Farnham  &  Taylor,  remaining  with  them 
for  six  years.  On  March  1,  1883,  he  moved 
to  Cherry  Creek  and  embarked  in  the  mar- 

ble and  granite  business  on  a  large  scale. 
Many  of  the  handsome  monuments  and 
tombstones  of  his  are  to  be  seen  through- 

out Western  New  York.  Notably  among 

these  are  the  Soldiers'  monuments  at 
Cherry  Creek,  Portland  and  Randolph, 

which'  are  greatly  admired  for  their  artistic 
beauty.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  knows 
how  to  do  business  and  how  to  make  busi- 

ness friends.  Mr.  Benton  was  elected  as 
one  of  the  first  Trustees  of  the  village,  and 
afterwards  Village  President,  and  has  done 
much  to  help  build  up  the  village  and  town 
and  is  one  of  its  most  progressive  and  sub- 

stantial citizens.  On  June  20,  1883,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Nettie  Tanner,  daughter  of  Revilo 

N.  and  Jane  (Wilcox)  Tanner,  who  was  born 
June  12,  18G4.  They  have  two  children, 
Erie  R.,  born  August  19,  1884,  now  employed 

in  E.  B.  Crissey's  bank,  and  Merle  J.,  born 
February  21,  1895.  From  a  small  beginning 
he  has  risen,  thrust  aside  barriers,  and 
today  is  a  solid  man,  commanding  the  re- 

spect of  all.  John  Benton  (father)  was 
born  March  1,  1824,  near  Littleport,  Cam- 

bridgeshire, England.  He  came  to  America 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  fettling  at 
Albany,  where  he  remained  until  1854,  when 
he  came  to  Dayton,  where  he  died  October 
28,  1893,  near  Cottage.  He  married  February 
24,  1847,  Ann  Hugett,  who  was  born  in 
Kent,  England,  March  3,  1821,  coming  to 
America  when  six  years  of  age,  now  residing 
at  Cottage.  Their  children  were  William, 
born  March  17,  1849,  he  married  first  Addie 
Taylor,  second  Mary  Hoofman,  and  they 
reside  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Mary  Jane, 
born  June  4,  1851,  she  died  July  28,  1878; 
Susan,  born  September  12,  1853,  she  married 
August  Bebee  and  they  reside  at  Persia; 
Isaac  S.,  (subject) ;  Edward,  born  January 
24,  18G2,  he  married  Helen  Newcomb  and 
resides  at  Cottage;  Mark,  born  July  20, 
18GG,  he  married  Nola  Studley  and  they 
reside  at  Gowanda. 

Mr.  Benton's  career  has  been  one  of  suc- 
cess. Starting  in  life  without  a  dollar,  he 

has  gradually  ascended  the  scale  until  now 
he  possesses  all  the  material  wealth  that 
one  could  reasonably  desire. 

October,  1904,  Mr.  Benton  disposed  of  his 
property  in  Cherry  Cr^ek  and  removed  to 
Jamestown. 

CHARLES    J.  SHULTS. 

By  Benjamin  S.  Dean. 
Charles  Julius  Shults  was  born  in  Elli- 

cottville,  Cattaraugus  County,  on  the  23rd 
day  of  February,  18G8,  and  received  his  ed- 

ucation in  the  Union  School  of  his  native 
town,  at  least  such  part  of  his  education  as 
came  from  the  schools.  He  entered  the 
office  of  the  Cattaraugus  Union,  then  owned 
and  edited  by  Robert  H.  Shankland,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  printer.  He  subse- 

quently read  law  for  a  time,  then  took  up 
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medicine,  and  finally  decided  to  return  to 
the  printing  business  and  journalism,  occu- 

pations which  he  undertook  at  an  early  age, 
and  which  he  has  since  followed  with  suc- 

cess and  distinction.  His  first  newspaper 
venture  was  the  Pine  Valley  News  at  South 
Dayton,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years. 
He  then,  and  in  1885,  purchased  the  Cherry 
Creek  Monitor,  consolidating  the  paper  with 
his  own  and  publishing  it  under  the  name 
of  the  Cherry  Creek  News.  He  subsequent- 

ly purchased  the  Gowanda  Herald,  conduct- 
ing this  in  connection  with  his  Cherry  Creek 

publications.  This  method  of  publishing 
several  papers  from  the  same  office  no 

doubt  suggested  his  "Consolidated  Country 
Press,"  which  he  organized  in  1892,  with 
headquarters  in  Buffalo,  and  which  had 
control  of  the  advertising  of  a  large  num- 

ber of  country  newspapers.  This  took  up 

so  much  of  Mr.  Shults'  time  and  energies 
that  he  finally  sold  out  his  newspapers  to 
devote  his  attention  to  the  advertising 
agency,  and  this  latter  business  he  finally 
disposed  of  to  engage  in  the  work  of  com- 

piling and  publishing  town  and  local  histor- 
ies, an  enterprise  in  which  he  has  met  with 

great  success,  his  latest  efforts  being  mani- 
fest in  the  Centennial  History  of  Chautau- 
qua County,  which  has  been  developed  under 

his  personal  direction. 
Mr.  Shults  was  long  a  member  of  the  New 

York  State  Press  Association,  and  was  for 
a  number  of  years  the  Secretary  and  Treas- 

urer of  the  Chautauqua  County  Press  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  always  been  a  consistent 

Republican,  but  aside  from  holding  the 
office  of  Town  Clerk  of  Cherry  Creek  and 
serving  as  Journal  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  he  has  held  no  public  offices, 
being  content  to  make  a  career  for  himself 
in  the  business  field. 

Mr.  Shults  is  devoted  to  Masonry;  he  has 
been  Master  of  his  home  lodge,  and  in  1894 
he  was  appointed  by  John  Hodge,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  of  this  state,  as  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Masonic  District.  He  was  reappointed  to 
this  position,  serving  two  terms  and  is  the 
youngest  man  ever  to  have  held  this  posi- 
tion. 
On  the  4th  day  of  May,  1887,  Mr.  Shults 

was  joined  in  marriage  with  Eva  M.  Morian 
of  Cherry  Creek,  and  one  son,  Harry,  has 
been  born  to  them.  He  has  had  an  active 
career,  and  is  one  of  the  best-known  men 
in  Western  New  York,  having  been  identified 
with  its  active  journalism  since  1882,  during 

which  time  he  has  kept  up  a  lively  interest 
in  politics  and  public  affairs. 

ELLIS  W.  STORMS. 

Ellis  Wadsworth  Storms,  M.  D.,  a  well 
read  and  highly  successful  physician  of 
Cherry  Creek,  was  born  in  Eden,  Erie  Coun- 

ty, New  York,  February  10,  18G8,  and  is  a 
son  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Smith) 

Storms.  The  Storms'  are  of  German  origin. 
Frederick,  the  father  of  Dr.  Ellis  W.,  was 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  when 
five  years  of  age,  settling  in  Erie  County. 

ELLIS  W.  STORMS. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storms  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Dr.  Ellis  W.  Storms  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  after  which 
he  attended  the  Fredonia  Normal  from 
which  well-known  educational  institution  he 
graduated  in  1892.  He  then  turned  his  at- 

tention to  teaching  and  was  elected  annual- 
ly for  four  years  as  Principal  of  Ellington. 

He  labored  faithfully  and  efficiently  in  the 
advancement  of  that  Academy.  In  1896  he 
entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 

versity of  Buffalo  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1900  after  which  he  immediately  op- 

ened an  office  at  Cherry  Creek,  and  has  en- 
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set  sail  in  the  Griffon,  from  the  foot  of 

Lake  Erie  on  the  7th  of  August,  1679. 
He  writes  that  for : 

"About  forty-five  leagues  we  saw,  al- 
most all  the  way,  the  two  distant  shores, 

fifteen  or  sixteen  leagues  apart." 
Baron  La  Hontan  visited  the  north- 

ern shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  1688  and  has 

favored  us  with  the  following  flattering 

account  of  it:  "Lake  Erie  is  justly  dig- 
nified with  the  illustrious  name  of  Conti, 

for  assuredly  it  is  the  finest  upon  earth. 

You  may  judge  of  the  goodness  of  the 
climate  from  the  latitude  of  the  conn- 

tries  which  surround  it.  Its  circumfer- 
ence extends  two  hundred  thirty 

leagues,  but  it  affords  everywhere  a 

charming  prospect ;  and  its  shores  are 
decked  with  oak  trees,  elms,  chestnuts, 

walnuts,  apple  and  plum  trees  and  vines 
which  bear  their  fine  clusters  up  to  the 

very  tops  of  the  trees  upon  a  sort  of 

ground  that  lies  as  smooth  as  one's 
hand.  Such  ornaments  as  these  are  suffi- 

cient to  give  rise  to  the  most  agree- 
able idea  of  a  landscape  in  the  world. 

I  cannot  express  what  quantities  of 

deer  and  turkeys  are  to  be  found  in 
these  woods,  and  in  the  vast  meadows 

that  lie  upon  the  south  side  of  the  lake. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  lake  we  find  wild 

beeves  (buffaloes)  on  the  banks  of  two 

pleasant  streams  that  disembogue  into 
it,  without  cataract  or  rapid  currents. 

It  abounds  with  sturgeon  and  white- 
fish,  but  trout  are  very  scarce  in  it,  as 
well  as  the  other  fish  that  we  take 

in  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Tllinese  (Mich- 

igan). It  is  clear  of  shelves,  rocks  and 

banks  of  sand,  and  has  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen fathoms  of  water.  The  savages 

assure  us  it  is  never  disturbed  by  high 

winds  except  in  the  months  of  Decem- 
ber, January  and  February,  and  even 

then  but  seldom,  which  I  am  very  apt 

to  believe,  for  we  had  very  few  storms 

when  I  wintered  in  my  fort,  in  1688, 

though  the  fort  lay  open  to  the  Lake  of 

Hurons." The  Eries. — Again  he  says :  "The 
banks  of  this  lake  (Erie)  are  commonly 

frequented  by  none  but  warriors,  wheth- 
er the  Iroquois,  the  Illinese,  the  Oum- 

iamies,  etc.,  and  it  is  very  dangerous 

to  stop  there.  By  this  means  it  comes 

to  pass  that  the  stags,  roebucks  and 
turkeys  run  in  great  bodies  up  and 
down  the  shore  all  around  the  lake.  In 
former  times  the  Errionons  and  the 

Andastogueronons  lived  upon  the  con- 
fines of  the  lake,  but  they  were  extirpat- 

ed by  the  Iroquois,  as  well  as  the  other 

places  marked  on  the  map." 
It  appears  from  the  last  extract,  that 

the  Eries  or  the  Nation  of  the  Cat,  from 

whom  the  lake  derives  its  name,  lived 

along-  its  shores.  We  have  other  and 
abundant  evidence  that  Chautauqua 

County  was  the  principal  home  of  that 

people. The  Buffalo  and  the  Beaver. — The 
bison  or  buffalo  also  once  inhabitated 

this  region.  They  ranged  in  some  parts 

of  the  United  States  nearly  to  the  At- 
lantic seaboard.  Charlevoix,  the  French 

traveler,  writes  that  in  1720: 

"There  were  on  the  south  side  of 

Lake  Erie  prodigious  quantities  of  buf- 

faloes." The  River  Aux  Boeuf,  a  trib- 
utary of  French  Creek,  which  flows  in 

Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  within  fif- 
teen miles  of  Chautauqua,  was  so  named 

from  the  number  of  buffaloes  there 

found.  Buffalo  Creek  and  City  derive 

their  names  from  the  fact  that  in  a  per- 
iod not  remote  the  bison  frequented  the 

banks  and  plains  that  bordered  Iiuffalo 

Creek,  visiting  the  once  well  known 
salt  spring  or  lick,  near  the  boundary 

of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  around  which 
their  bleaching  bones,  in  early  years, 

were  abundantly  found. 

When  the  earliest  explorers  visited 

the  country  bordering  the  southern 

shore  of  Lake  Erie,  they  found  that  cur- 
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ious  animal,  the  beaver.  Rufus  Pier 

and  Elmer  Freeman,  earlv  hatters  of 

Jamestown,  in  1816  bought  the  skins  of 
three  beavers  caught  near  Goose  Creek. 
The  remains  of  their  clams  were  often 

seen  by  the  first  settlers  of  the  county 
at  Beaver  Meadow  Creek  in  the  Town 

of  Westfield,  in  Portland,  in  the  Cassa- 

daga  Valley,  and  at  several  places  on 
French  Creek.  Not  five  miles  from 

Dunkirk,  at  the  head  waters  of  Beaver 

Creek  in  the  Town  of  Sheridan,  were 

the  plain  evidences  that  there  was  once 
the  home  of  these  industrious  creatures. 

The  field  notes  of  the  surveyors  of  the 
Holland  Purchase  show  that  the  beaver 

and  the  otter  had  long  been  inhabitants 
of  this  region. 

DeCeloron. — About  sixty  years  after 
the  voyage  of  LaSalle,  Capt.  Bienville 
DeCeloron  was  sent  by  the  French 

Government  with  two  hundred  fifty  men 

to  assert  the  right  of  France  to  the 

country  along  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio, 

to  be  evidenced  by  "the  burial  of  leaden 
plates  and  other  acts  of  occupation.  In 

this  voyage  he  coasted  alone:  the  south- 
ern shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  Barcelona. 

He  left  the  foot  of  the  lake  on  the 

14th  of  July,  1749.  After  advancing  but 
a  few  miles  he  and  his  companions  were 

compelled  by  a  high  wind  to  encamp 
on  the  night  of  the  14th  on  its  southern 

shore,  somewhere  in  Erie  County.  They 

were  again  compelled  to  land  on  the 

15th  by  reason  of  adverse  winds.  Their 

place  of  landing  was  somewhere  on  the 
shore  of  Chautauqua  County,  which  is 

described  on  the  journal  of  the  expedi- 
tion as  being  a  place  where  the  water 

was  "extremely  shallow,  with  no  shelter 
from  the  force  of  the  wind,  involving 

great  risk  of  shipwreck  in  landing,  in- 
creased by  large  rocks  extending  more 

than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 

shore."  Celoron's  canoe  struck  one  of 
these  rocks  and  he  would  have  been 

drowned  had  he  not  received  prompt 

assistance.  On  the  16th  the  expedition 
reached  the  Chadakoin  portage  (Bar- 

celona). As  Celoron's  voyage  was  made 
in  frail  boats  and  in  tempestuous  weath- 

er, he  undoubtedly  closely  hugged  the 
southern  shore  of  the  lake  and  it  is  not 

unlikely  that  he  and  his  party  entered 
Dunkirk  Harbor.  (For  a  further  ac- 

count of  Celoron's  voyage  see  page  29 Vol.  I.) 

Other  French  Expeditions.  —  The 
next  expedition  that  coasted  along  the 
shore  of  our  county  was  a  French  force 

of  two  hundred  fifty  men  under  Mon- 
sieur Barbeer  in  April,  1753,  followed 

a  little  later  in  the  same  year  by  five 
hundred  French  soldiers  under  Mon- 

sieur Marin.  The  French  at  this  time 

did  not  seem  to  be  very  familiar  with 
this  border  of  the  lake  for  DuQuesne, 
Governor  of  Canada,  in  his  letter  of  Au- 

gust 20,  1753,  to  M.  de  Rouville,  the 
French  Minister  of  Marine  and  Colon- 

ies, says :  "I  preferred  landing  the 
troops  that  were  sent  to  the  west  this 
year  under  Marin  at  the  Harbor  of 
Presque  Isle  on  Lake  Erie,  which  I 

very  fortunately  discovered,  instead  of 
Chataconit  (the  mouth  of  the  Chautau- 

qua Creek),  where  I  informed  you  I 

would  begin  my  posts.  This  discoverv 
is  so  much  the  more  propitious  as  it 

is  a  harbor  which  the  largest  boats  can 

enter  loaded  and  be  in  perfect  safety." 
In  the  same  letter  he  savs  : 

"The  discovery  I  have  made  of  the 
Harbor  of  Presque  Isle  is  regarded  as 

the  finest  spot  in  nature." 
Portage  Road  and  Samuel  Shattuck. 

— Later  still  in  the  year  1753  a  French 
force  under  Hughes  Pean,  built  a  wagon 
road  from  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua 

Creek  to  Chautauqua  Lake.  The  French 
were  observed  performing  this  work  by 

an  English  scouting  party  that  had  be- 
fore encamped  for  a  night  on  the  banks 

of  the  Canadaway  at  a  place  believed 
to  be  in  the  Town  of  Dunkirk.    One  of 
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the  party  was  Samuel  Shattuck,  who 
afterwards  became  a  resident  of  the 

Town  of  Portland.  (See  pages  30  and 

31,  Vol.  I.) 

D'Aubrey. — For  six  years  thereafter, 
during  the  French  and  Indian  War, 

the  Harbor  of  Dunkirk  was  quite  likely 

to  have  been  visited  by  Frenchmen 
passing  to  and  from  Canada  to  their 

posts  in  Pennsylvania.  In  July,  1759, 
one  thousand  armed  Frenchmen  under 

D'Aubrey,  in  fifty  or  sixty  bateaux, 
coasted  along  the  southern  shore  of  the 

lake  from  Presque  Isle  to  assist  their 

countrymen  in  raising  the  siege  of  Fort 

Niagara,  laid  by  Prideaux.  Four  hun- 
dred of  their  red  allies,  armed  with 

tomahawks  and  scalping  knives,  accom- 
panied them  in  a  fleet  of  canoes.  A 

stirring  scene  it  was  that  was  presented 

by  this  motley  array,  as  it  passed  Dun- 
kirk Harbor. 

The  French  Lose  Control  of  Lake 

Erie. — The  disastrous  result  of  the 

struggle  at  Fort  Niagara  lost  to  the 
French  the  control  of  Lake  Erie  which 

thev  had  held  for  one  hundred  years, 
and  destroyed  their  commerce  there, 

if  it  could  be  called  a  commerce.  They 

took  two  armed  vessels,  probablv  large 
bateaux,  the  last  of  their  naval  force, 
into  the  narrow  channel  between  Grand 

and  Buckhorn  Islands  in  the  Niagara 

River,  burned  them  to  the  water's  edge 
and  sunk  their  hulls,  the  remains  of 

which  could  be  seen  not  long  ago  in 

the  shallow  waters  of  "Burnt  Ship  Bay." 
Major  Rogers  and  Major  Wilkins. — 

In  the  fall  of  1760  Major  Rogers  and 
two  hundred  rangers  passed  Dunkirk 

Harbor  in  whaleboats  on  their  way  to 

take  possession  of  posts  surrendered 
by  the  French  in  the  west.  A  few  days 

later  Major  Wilkins  followed  with  his 

ill-fated  command  on  his  way  to  relieve 
Detroit. 

Sir  William  Johnson,  returning  from 

a   journey   to   Detroit   to   establish  a 

treaty  with  the  Ottawas,  coasted  by  the 
Bay  of  Dunkirk  in  October,  1761.  His 

journal  says : 

"Wednesday,  October  r,  (1761),  em- 
barked (at  I'resque  Isle),  at  seven 

o'clock,  with  the  wind  strong  ahead — 
continued  so  all  day,  notwithstanding  it 

improved  all  day,  and  got  to  Jadaghque 

(Chautauqua)  Creek  and  carrying  place, 
which  is  a  fine  harbor  and  encampment 

place.  It  is  very  dangerous  from 
Presque  Isle  here,  being  a  prodigious 

steep,  rocky  bank  all  the  way,  except 
two  or  three  creeks  and  small  beaches, 

where  are  very  beautiful  streams  of 

water  or  springs  which  tumble  down 

the  rocks.  We  came  about  forty  miles 

this  day.  The  fire  was  burning  where 
Captain  Cochran  (the  officer  who  com- 

manded Presque  Isle),  I  suppose,  en- 
camped last  night.  Here  the  French 

had  a  baking  place  and  here  they  had 
meetings  and  assembled  the  Indians 

when  first  going  to  Ohio,  and  bought 

this  place  of  them.  Toonadawanusky, 

the  river  we  stopped  yesterday  at,  is  so 
called. 

"Friday,  2nd.  A  very  stormy  morn- 
ing, wind  not  fair  ;  however,  sent  off  my 

two  baggage  boats  and  ordered  them  to 

stop  about  thirty  miles  off  in  a  river 

(probably  Cattaraugus  Creek.)  The 
Seneca  Indian  tells  me  we  may  get  this 

day  to  the  end  of  the  lake.  I  embarked 

at  eight  o'clock  with  all  the  rest  and  got 
about  thirty  miles,  when  a  very  great 
storm  of  wind  and  rain  arose  and 

obliged  us  to  put  into  a  little  creek  be- 
tween the  high  rocky  banks.  The  wind 

turned  northwest  and  it  rained  very 

hard.  We  passed  the  Mohawks  in  a  bay 
about  four  miles  from  here.  Some  of 

our  boats  are  put  into  other  places  as 

well  as  they  can.  My  bedding  is  on 
board  the  birch  canoe  of  mine,  with  the 
Indian  somewhere  ahead.  The  lake 

turns  very  greatly  to  the  northeast  and 
looks  like  low  land.    From  Presque  Isle 
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here  is  all  high  land,  except  a  very  few 
spots  where  boats  may  land.  In  the 
evening  sent  Oneida  to  the  Mohawk 

encampment  to  learn  what  news  here." 
General  Bradstreet. — In  August,  1764, 

the  largest  European  force  that  had 

ever  visited  the  shores  of  our  county 
passed  the  bay.  It  consisted  of  three 
thousand  men  under  General  Brad- 

street  on  their  way  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Detroit,  laid  by  Pontiac.  It  was  com- 

posed of  British  Regulars,  New  Eng- 
land Militia,  bands  of  Mohawks  and 

Senecas.  They  voyaged  in  open  boats, 
rigged  with  sails. 

Early  Commerce  of  Lake  Erie. — 
While  the  lake  was  under  the  control 

of  the  French  the  boats  that  navigated 

it  were  French  bateaux,  often  of  large 
size,  sometimes  called  vessels,  and  also 

canoes,  occasionally  with  a  sail.  Cap- 
tain Pouchot,  the  French  Commandant 

of  Fort  Niagara  in  1759,  saYs  tnat  the 

French  "only  navigate  this  lake  in  bark 
canoes  and  very,  seldom  in  bateaux 

except  from  Niagara  River  to  Presque 

Isle.  They  never  go  except  along  the 
shores  which  are  shallow,  although  a 

little  distance  out  it  is  deep  enough." 
Indeed  all  during  French  dominion  the 

principal  navigation  of  the  lake  was 
close  along  its  southern  shore,  and  the 
Harbor  of  Dunkirk  must  have  been 

often  visited  by  militarv  bands  and  war- 
like Indians.  After  the  wars  with  the 

French  and  Indians  had  ended  and  be- 

fore the  Revolution  a  primitive  com- 
merce sprung  up  on  Lake  Erie,  in  open 

boats  which  were  sometimes  rigged 
with  temporary  sails.  Supplies  were 

carried  to  the  militarv  posts,  goods  to 
the  Indians,  and  furs  to  the  whites. 

In  1760  the  British  at  Presque  Isle 

constructed  a  large  scow  with  sloon- 
rigged  sails  to  transport  provisions  from 

Niagara  to  Erie.  It  was  the  first  Brit- 
ish sail  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  In  the 

fall  of  1 761  the  British  built  at  Navy 

Island  in  the  Niagara  River  a  schooner 

called  the  Huron.  She  drew,  when  load- 
ed, seven  feet  of  water,  was  armed  with 

six  guns  and  was  the  first  decked  vessel 

to  sail  the  lake  after  the  Griffon.  (See 
Navy  Island  and  the  First  Successors 

to  the  Griffon,  by  Henry  R.  Howland). 

In  1762  a  sloop-of-war  called  the  Beav- 
er was  built.  She  was  wrecked  in  a 

storm  in  1763  near  the  mouth  of  Eigh- 
teen Mile  Creek.  Two  small  cannon, 

relics  of  this  vessel,  found  by  the  early 

settlers,  were  once  supposed  to  be  the 
remains  of  the  ill-fated  Griffon,  that 

after  the  voyage  made  by  La  Salle,  was 
lost  somewhere  on  its  return  from  the 

west.  In  1763  three  more  small  armed 
vessels  were  built  by  the  British  at 

Navy  Island.  There  were  at  least  two 

or  three  English  trading  vessels  on 
Lake  Erie  before  the  Revolution. 

The  following  reference  is  taken  from 
the  New  York  Gazette,  and  Weekly 
Post  Boy  of  February,  1770: 

"By  letters  from  Detroit  we  are  in- 
formed that  several  boats  with  goods 

have  been  seventy  days  in  crossing  Lake 
Erie ;  the  distress  of  the  people  was 

very  great ;  they  were  obliged  to  keep 
two  human  bodies,  found  unburied  upon 
the  shore,  in  order  to  collect  and  kill 

the  ravens  and  eagles,  that  came  to  feed 

on  them,  for  preservation.  Many  other 

boats  are  frozen  up,  within  forty  miles 

of  Detroit.  A  great  many  traders' 
small  boats  have  been  lost." 

British  and  Indians  Visit  Chautau- 

qua.— During  the  Revolution  a  force  of 
British  and  Indians  was  sent  from  Fort 

Niagara  to  Chautauqua  Lake  with  a 

view  to  a  descent  upon  Pittsburg,  ac- 
counts of  which  have  been  given  on 

previous  pages  of  this  book.  It  is  pos- 
sible they  visited  the  Harbor  of  Dun- 

kirk which  had  now  become  well  known 

and  no  doubt  was  often  found  a  haven 

of  safety  for  the  frail  craft  of  that  day. 

Point  Gratiot  was  a  prominent  head- 
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land  and  a  conspicuous  object  to  those 
who  sailed  the  lake.  It  takes  its  name 

from  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot  of  the  army. 
He  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1788,  was 

graduated  from  West  Point  in  1806, 
entered  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  was 

made  Captain  in  1808,  was  Chief  of 

Engineers  under  General  Harrison.  He 

took  part  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs 
and  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Mackinac. 

He  was  made  Major  in  181 5,  Lieutenant 

Colonel  in  1819,  Colonel,  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers and  Brigadier  General  in  1828. 

He  was  Inspector  at  West  Point  from 

1828-1838.    Pie  died  in  1855. 
Commerce  after  the  Revolution. — 

After  the  Revolution  a  little  commerce 

in  furs  and  peltries  was  carried  on. 

"An  armed  brig,  a  few  gunboats  and 
one  merchant  vessel,  was  all  the  Eng- 

lish had  on  the  lakes  at  that  period," 
says  Mr.  Fairbanks,  who  resided  at 

Chippewa  in  1795. 
The  British  did  not  surrender  their 

posts  on  the  western  frontier  until  long 

after  the  Revolution.  Fort  Niagara 

was  not  given  up  until  1796.  Colonel 
Smith  was  in  command  at  Niagara  at 
that  time.  He  commanded  the  British 

at  Concord  and  Lexington.  He  may 

be  said  to  have  opened  and  closed  the 
War  of  the  Revolution. 

After  the  I  British  surrendered  the 

border  posts,  for  several  years  there 

was  little  commerce  on  the  lake.  Be- 

sides furs  and  peltries  there  was  only 

carried  as  downward  freight,  whitefish 

from  the  upper  lakes  and  fruit  from  the 
orchards  on  the  Detroit  River.  A  few 
frail  boats  coasted  the  southern  shore. 

In  1790  the  schooner  General  Macy 

of  ninety  tons  burden,  was  built  at  De- 
troit. The  same  year  the  ship  Detroit, 

seventy  tons  burden,  was  also  built  at 

Detroit.  She  was  purchased  from  the 

Northwest  Fur  Company  by  the  govern- 
ment and  was  the  first  vessel  bearing 

the  American  flag  on  Lake  Erie.  The 

Washington,  fifty  tons  burden,  was  built 
in  1797  at  Four  Mile  Creek,  near  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1800  other  vessels 

were  built.  LTp  to  1802,  when  Chautau- 
qua County  was  first  settled,  then.-  were 

not  to  exceed  a  dozen  vessels  on  the 
lake. 

In  1798  Rufus  S.  Reed  of  Presque 
Isle,  now  Erie,  was  engaged  in  the 

transportation  of  goods  and  provisions 

along  the  shore  of  the  county  in  bateaux 
and  over  the  Indian  trail  from  New 

Amsterdam,  now  Buffalo,  to  Presque 

Isle.  Eleazer  Flagg,  afterwards  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Stockton,  was  in  his 

employ  in  the  former  enterprise.  These 
coasting  boats  must  have  often  visited 
the  Harbor  of  Dunkirk. 

Zattu  Cushing  superintended  the 
building  of  the  Good  Intent,  a  vessel  of 

thirty  tons,  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek 
in  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1799. 
She  was  lost  at  Point  Abino,  with  all  on 

board,  in  1805.  We  have  now  arrived 

at  the  important  period  when  settlement 

was  to  commence  at  Dunkirk  by  the 

pioneers  of  the  Holland  Purchase. 

t II. 

Settlement. 

Beginning  of  Settlement. — The  first 
white  men  to  come  within  the  corporate 

limits  of  the  City  of  Dunkirk,  of  which 
we  have  definite  evidence,  were  a  party 

of  surveyors  undei  Andrew  Ellicott, Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  United  States  and 

cider  brother  of  Joseph  Ellicott.  He  and 

his  party,  in  August,  1790,  traversed 
the  shore  of  Chautauqua  County  while 

engaged  in  establishing  the  western 

boundary  of  New  York  State.  The  next 
to  conic,  of  which  we  have  certain 

knowledge,  were  the  surveyors  of  the 

Holland  Land  Company.  Seth  Pease 

and  hi.s  party,  in  1 7< jS ,  traversed  the 

Chautauqua  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  mak- 
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ing  a  minute  survey  of  the  shore  line  of 

Dunkirk  Harbor.' 
Zattu  dishing,  who  built  the  Good 

Intent,  was  the  grandfather  of  William 

1!.  Gushing,  the  destroyer  of  the  Albe- 
marle. He  became  a  leading  citizen  and 

was  for  many  years  the  First  Judge  of 
Chautauqua  County.  To  him  the  credit 

is  due  of  causing  the  first  settlement 

to  be  made  in  both  the  Town  and  City 

of  Dunkirk.  He  took  the  first  step  in 

1804  by  purchasing  of  the  Holland  Land 

Company  lot  twenty-nine,  which  com- 
prised the  west  part  of  Point  Gratiot, 

all  of  which  lies  within  the  boundary 

of  the  city.  He  also  in  the  same  year 

purchased  a  large  adjoining  tract  con- 
sisting of  lots  twenty-eight  and  thirty- 

three,  being  the  lands  that  lie  on  both 
sides  of  the  Canadaway  Creek  at  its 

mouth  and  all  lying  within  the  boundar- 
ies of  the  Town  of  Dunkirk. 

Seth  Cole  Settles  the  Town  of  Dun- 
kirk.— The  first  actual  settlement  of 

the  town  was  made  by  Seth  Cole  at  the 

MRS.  TIMOTHI  GOCLDING. 

mouth  of  the  Canadaway.  He  and  his 

family  came  into  the  county  with  Zattu 
Gushing  from  Paris,  Oneida  County, 
New  York,  in  February,  1805.  In  June 

he  bought  land  at  the  mouth  of  the 

creek  of  Judge  Cushing  for  three  dollars 

and  thirty-three  cents  per  acre  and  set- 
tled upon  it  the  same  year.  He  took 

his  first  crop  to  Niagara  Falls  to  be 

ground  and  afterwards  to  the  Twenty 
Mile  Creek  in  Pennsylvania.  The  crops 
were  drawn  by  an  ox  team  on  the  ice. 
The  Mouth  of  the  Canadaway  and 

Chadwick's  Bay  Become  Pioneer  Ports. 
— The  first  use  of  the  Harbor  of  Dun- 

kirk by  the  early  settlers  of  the  county 

was  as  an  embarking  point  in  their  voy- 
ages in  small  boats.  David  Eason  in 

1804  or  1805  paid  ten  dollars  for  a  bar- 
rel of  flour  brought  to  Canadaway  from 

across  the  lake.  Before  a  gristmill  was 
erected  at  that  place  people  who  lived 

along  the  south  of  the  Main  Road  would 
unite  and  send  their  little  stock  of  grain 
in  boats  to  the  nearest  mill,  at  Black 
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Rock;  to  be  ground.  In  stormy  weather 
this  voyage  would  sometimes  consume 
two  weeks.  It  is  most  likely  that  these 

voyages  were  generally  made  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Canadaway  and  that  little 

use  was  made  of  the  Harbor  of  Dun- 
kirk until  after  settlement  was  made 

there. 

Timothy  Goulding  Settles  the  City  of 

Dunkirk. — In  1808  Timothy  Goulding 
located  one  mile  west  of  the  harbor.  A 

portion  of  Point  Gratiot  was  included  in 
his  purchase.  He  built  his  house  near 

where  are  now  the  brick  yards  and  prob- 
ably within  the  city  limits.  He  was 

the  first  actual  settler  of  the  city.  After- 
wards he  returned  to  Madsion  and  came 

back  in  1809  with  his  brother  Luther 

Goulding,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Solo- 
mon Chadwick.  Timothy  was  the  son 

of  Joseph  Goulding.  who  was  born  in 
Sherborn,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in 

Pomfret  about  1818  aged  eighty  years. 

Timothy  died  in  1873. 

Solomon  Chadwick  Settles  at  the  Har- 
bor.— The  first  settler  at  the  harbor  was 

Solomon  Chadwick  in  1809.  He  was 

born  at  Warren,  Massachusetts,  Octo- 
ber 16,  1776,  emigrated  to  Madison 

Countv  where  he  married  Persis,  a  sis- 
ter of  Timothy  and  Luther  Goulding. 

He  moved  his  family  to  this  county  with 

a  sled  and  yoke  of  oxen.  By  a  contract 

dated  February  21.  1810.  he  bought  sev- 

enty-three acres.  This  land  includes  the 

east  part  of  lot  twenty-four,  was  about 

seventy  rods  wide  and  one  hundred  six- 
ty long,  extending  from  the  bay  to  the 

south  line  of  the  lot.  It  all  lies  within 

the  Second  Ward  of  the  city.  He  agreed 

to  pay  one  hundred  sixty-four  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents  for  - the  land  or 

about  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre.  Four  dollars  was  to  be  paid 
down  :  four  dollars  and  the  interest  Feb- 

ruary 21,  1 8 1 1  ;  the  interest  annually  and 

the  remainder  of  the  principal  in  eight 

equal  annual  payments,  the  first  Febru- 

ary 21,  1813.  He  built  his  loghouse — 
the  first  erected  at  the  harbor — on  the 
shore  near  the  foot  of  Dove  Street,  a 

little  east  of  the  water  works.  He  lived 

at  the  harbor  six  or  seven  years  and 
then  sold  out  his  interest  in  his  land  and 

moved  first  to  Sheridan  and  afterwards 

to  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus  County, 

where  he  died  aged  eighty-seven  years. 

He  was  a  man  slightly  above  the  med- 
ium height,  spare  in  build  and  was  kind 

and  cordial  in  his  manner. 

*  1 

SOLOMOX  CHADWICK. 

Luther  Goulding  from  Madison  Coun- 
ty articled  land  in  June,  1809.  and  set- 

tled west  of  Chadwick  and  east  of  his 

brother  Timothy.  He  cleared  the  land 
and  built  his  log  house  near  the  bay,  at 

the  bend  of  the  shore,  where  it  turns  to- 

ward the  lighthouse.  He  built  the  first 
frame  building  erected  in  the  city,  a  barn 

near  Point  Gratiot.  It  is  represented 

in  a  painting  of  Dunkirk  made  by  Prof. 

D'Almane  in  1835,  ana  was  standing  as 
late  as  1846.    Luther  was  the  brother  of 
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Timothy  and  Otis  Colliding.  He  was 
born  at  Holliston,  Massachusetts,  in 

1785.  He  married  Polly  Harrington. 

She  was  born  at  Petersham,  Massachus- 
etts. Mrs.  John  Vosburg  and  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Stebbins  of  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus 

County,  are  their  daughters. 

The  Brighams  Come. — Although  the 
Goukling-Chadwick  family  was  the  first 
to  locate  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 

the  Brighams  were  almost  as  early  set- 
tlers, and  were  longer  and  more  close- 

ly identified  with  the  fortunes  of  the 

WALTER  K.  KH1GHAM. 
First  Child  Born  in  Dunkirk. 

place.  John  Brigham  was  the  son  of 

Jonathan  Brigham,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  emigrated  from  Oneida 

Countv  in  1810  and  settled  in  Sheridan, 

and  in  181 3  removed  to  Mayville,  where 

he  died  in  1848.  John  Brigham  came 
from  Madison  County,  New  York,  and 

settled  upon  lot  twenty-three,  within  the 
present  corporate  grounds,  in  1808, 
where  he  lived  until  August,  1828,  when 
he  and  his  wife  both  died,  one  on  the 
20th  and  the  other  on  the  21st.  The 

wellknown  thorougdifare  leading  into 

Dunkirk,  called  the  Brigham  Road,  he 

laid  out  and  upon  it  he  lived.  It  takes 
its  name  from  him.  This  was  the  sec- 

ond road  opened  from  Fredonia  to  the 
lake.  The  first  was  the  one  opened  to 

the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway.  The  third 
road  so  opened  is  now  called  Central 
Avenue. 

John  Brigham  Jr.,  came  to  Dunkirk 
at  the  same  time  with  his  wife  and  child. 

His  brother  James  married  Fanny  Ris- 
lev,  a  sister  of  Gen.  Elijah  Risley  of 
Fredonia,  in  181 1.  Samuel  Brigham, 

a  younger  brother  of  John,  Sr.,  in  1810 
took  up  land  on  lot  nineteen,  and  along 
the  eastern  shore  of  Dunkirk  Harbor. 

He  did  not  move  here  but  died  in  Onei- 
da County  in  181 1.  Joel  Brigham,  his 

son,  and  the  only  one  of  his  familv  who 
came  here,  settled  soon  after  on  the 

lot  taken  up  by  his  father.  His  house 
was  built  up  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  in 
the  Polish  part  of  the  city.  A  few  years 

after,  when  he  was  returning  on  foot 

from  Buffalo,  when  in  the  "four  mile 

woods"  about  a  mile  beyond  the  Cattar- 
augus Creek,  he  was  shot  through  the 

body  by  a  young  Indian.  He  reached 

Mack's  tavern,  where  he  was  uncon- 
scious for  several  days.  He  was  ill  for 

two  or  three  months,  attended  by  sur- 

geons from  Buffalo.  Among  the  In- 
dians brought  before  him  by  Captain 

Mack  he  identified  Longfinger,  a  young 

redskin  about  seventeen  years  old,  as 

the  one  who  shot  him.  Longfinger  was 

tried  in  Buffalo  and  imprisoned.  Brig- 
ham lived  many  years  and  died  in  Ohio. 

The  Gaylords. — A  little  later  than 
1810  Anion  Gaylord  located  and  built 

upon  land  lying  east  of  Central  Avenue 
on  Lake  Street.  He  was  born  at  Nor- 

folk, Connecticut,  August  28,  1766,  and 

died  in  Illinois  in  1855.  Ahiram  Gay- 
lord,  his  son,  came  at  the  same  time  and 
located  and  built  near  his  father.  He 

was  born  November  it,  1787,  and  died 
in  Illinois  June  17,  1846. 

Daniel  Pier  took  up  land  west  of  Cen- 
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tral  Avenue  and  came  here  in  January, 

1814,  and  built  at  the  corner  of  Second 
and  Lake  Streets.  He  was  born  in 

Cooperstown,  March  17,  1783,  and  died 

April  2,  1837.  He  married  Candace, 
daughter  of  Anion  Gaylord.  They  had 

seven  children,  among  whom  were 
Amelia  S.  Pier,  Mrs.  Louisa  W.  Saxton 

and  Mrs.  Eveline  H.  Morey.  Abraham 

Pier,  brother  of  Daniel,  was  an  early 
settler  of  the  Town  of  Busti. 

Chadwick's  Bay. — The  first  settlers  of 
Dunkirk  were  generally  influenced  in 

selecting  locations  by  the  desire  to  ob- 

tain good  farming  lands,  without  expec- 
tation of  deriving  especial  advantage 

from  a  situation  near  a  lake  harbor. 

Solomon  Chadwick  is  said,  however,  to 

have  been  led  to  locate  upon  the  bay  by 

the  promise  that  it  gave  of  being  some 

time  a  lake  port  of  importance.  But 

during  the  six  or  sev'en  years  that  he 
fished  in  the  bay  and  dreamed  of  com- 

ing commerce  and  labored  a  little  to  ex- 
tend the  area  of  his  rather  neglected 

clearing,  there  was  little  to  encourage 

his  expectations.  The  place  that  he  had 

chosen  was  not  an  inviting  one.  A 

gloomy  forest  lay  between  his  habita- 
tion and  the  open  woods  that  grew  upon 

the  dry  and  gravelly  grounds  of  the 
Canadaway  settlement.  The  site  of  the 

city  was  covered  by  a  heavy  forest  of 
black  ash  and  hemlock.  Upon  the  drier 

grounds  grew  whitewoods  and  syca- 
mores of  the  largest  size.  (A  root  of 

one  of  these  whitewood  trees  is  men- 

tioned as  extending  in  an  irregular 
course  more  than  ninety  feet  before  it 

disappeared  in  the  ground.)  The  gen- 
erally even  ground  upon  which  the  city 

is  built  inclined  towards  the  lake  with 

sufficient  descent  to  readily  drain  it,  but 

the  roots  of  the  trees  and  the  decayed 
and  fallen  timber  so  dammed  the  sur- 

face waters  as  to  produce  a  boggy 
growth,  and  give  it  the  appearance  of 

being  swampy  ground.    The  forbidding 

appearance  of  this  section  turned  settle- 
ment in  other  directions.  Deer,  wolves 

and  other  wild  animals  continued  to  in- 

habit here  as  late  as  they  did  the  more 

inland  portions  of  the  county.  These 

dismal  woods  came  down  to  the  very 
shore  of  the  lake.  From  the  solitary 

cabin,  Chadwick  for  days  would  look  out 
over  the  lonesome  bay,  and  see  only  a 
blue  waste  of  waves  with  not  a  sail  in 

sight.  At  long  intervals,  some  small 

craft,  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or 

laden  with  supplies  for  the  settlers  in 
the  backwoods,  would  find  its  way  into 

the  bay  and  so  Chadwick  became  well 
known  to  the  navigators  of  the  lake. 

His  hospitable  and  cordial  ways  made 
him  well  liked  by  the  sailors.  So  they 

called  the  place  Chadwick's  Bay. 
Commerce  of  Chadwick's  Bay. — The 

first  vessel  of  which  we  have  a  record 

that  came  to  the  harbor  was  brought 

there  by  Samuel  Perrv  in  1810.  The  few 
commodities  that  were  infrequently 
landed  at  the  harbor,  and  other  loads 

transported  through  the  woods,  were 

carried  on  sleds  of  a  very  simple  con- 
struction. The  principal  branches  of  a 

small  tree  were  cut  a  few  feet  above 

the  forks  or  crotch.  The  tree  itself  was 

cut  off  a  little  distance  below.  There 

a  hole  was  cut,  through  which  a  chain 

was  passed,  by  which  the  oxen  drew  the 
load.  This  simple  sledge  was  the  best 

known  for  the  carriage  of  heavy  articles 

through  the  woods.  It  would  adapt  it- 
self to  the  inequalities  of  the  ground, 

and  was  fitted,  by  its  narrow  prow,  to 

avoid  obstacles.  It  would  slip  and  slide 
between  the  trees  and  over  the  roots 

with  little  friction  and  without  upset- 

ting. It  was  called  bv  the  settlers  a  "go- 
devil."  The  writer,  when  a  boy,  assist- 

ing in  the  survey  of  the  New  York  and 

Erie  Railroad,  was  informed  bv  Solo- 

mon Chadwick,  who  was  then  residing 

at  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus  County,  that 

he  transported  from  his  bay  at  Dun- 
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kirk  the  first  merchandise  that  was  ever 

conveyed  south  of  the  Ridge  in  the  east 

part  of  the  county  in  this  way  ;  the  load 
consisted  of  a  barrel  of  whiskey, 

strapped  upon  one  of  these  vehicles  and 
drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen.  It  may  have 
been  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  Samuel 

Perry's  vessel,  above  mentioned.  Thus 
it  seems  the  shipment  of  a  barrel  of 

whiskey,  mounted  upon  a  "go-devil" 
was  the  ominous  beginning  of  com- 

mercial activity  at  Chadwick's  Bay. 
War  With  England. — Dunkirk  Har- 

bor and  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway 
were  now  destined  to  become  a  little 

better  known  along  the  frontier.  June 

18,  1812,  war  was  declared  against  Eng- 
land, of  which  official  information 

reached  Fort  Niagara  on  the  26th.  The 
British  learned  of  this  twelve  hours  ear- 

lier through  a  dispatch  sent  to  Queens- 

town  by  John  Jacob  Astor  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Fur  Company.  They 

promptly  captured  a  small  vessel  loaded 
with  salt  which  had  just  set  out  from 

Black  Rock  to  coast  along  the  shore 

of  Chautauqua  to  Barcelona  or  Erie. 

This  was  the  first  notice  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Buffalo  had  of  the  existence 

of  war.  The  important  tidings  spread 
as  if  carried  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind 
to  the  most  remote  settlements  of  the 

Holland  Purchase.  The  declaration  of 

war  at  first  created  consternation  upon 

the  border.  Chautauqua  was  thinly  set- 
tled. Bs  people  were  poor  and  illy 

prepared.  Having  forty  miles  of  lake 
coast  it  was  more  exposed  to  invasion 

than  most  of  the  other  parts  of  the 

purchase.  Until  Perry's  victory  in  the 
fall  of  181 3,  the  British  had  complete 
command  of  Lake  Erie  and  could  land 

a  force  at  Dunkirk,  Barcelona,  Silver 

Creek  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cattar- 

augus. The  poverty  of  the  people  un- 
doubtedly shielded  the  county  from  in- 

vasion. 

Defensive   Preparation. — Soon  after 

news  of  war  reached  the  county  a  de- 
tachment of  forty-five  men  under  the 

command  of  Captain  James  McMahan 

was  posted  at  Barcelona  where  he  built 
a  defensive  work  to  protect  salt  boats 
on  their  arrival  at  the  northern  terminus 

of  the  Portage  Road.  Another  detach- 
ment of  about  the  same  number  was 

stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canada- 

way  to  guard  those  salt  boats  on  their 

way  up  the  lake.  Salt  from  the  Onon- 
daga salt  springs  for  Pittsburg  was  at 

this  time  the  principal  article  of  trans- 
portation along  the  southeastern  shore 

of  the  lake.  With  the  exception  of  an 
affair  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus 
the  Town  of  Dunkirk  has  the  distinction 

of  being  the  only  town  in  the  county 
in  which  actual  hostilities  occurred  be- 

tween opposing  forces  in  war,  subse- 
quent to  its  settlement. 

Affair  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Canada- 

way. — The  very  first  event  of  the  war, 
in  which  there  was  blood  shed,  occurred 

in  the  Town  of  Dunkirk.  It  was  an  at- 

tempt by  the  enemy  to  capture  a  salt 
boat  on  its  way  from  Buffalo  to  Erie. 

About  forty  men  of  Captain  Tubbs's 

company,  Col.  John  McMahan' s  regi- 
ment, had  been  posted  at  the  Widow 

Cole's  house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Can- 
adaway, to  guard  such  craft  as  might 

take  refuge  in  that  haven  of  safety.  The 
salt  boat  had  been  obliged  to  put  into 

Eighteen  Mile  Creek  to  escape  from  a 

British  cruiser.  It  stole  out  in  the  dark- 

ness, and  after  a  hard  night's  row  ran 
up  on  the  west  shore  of  Canadaway 
Creek.  As  morning  broke  and  the  fog 

cleared  away,  they  saw  right  before 
them  off  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  not  a 

quarter  of  a  mile  away,  a  large  armed 

schooner,  probably  the  Lady  Provost. 
After  a  little,  a  boat  with  a  dozen  or 

more  armed  men,  set  out  from  the  ves- 
sel to  attack  the  salt  boat,  which  fired 

upon  them  from  a  swivel.  Captain 

Tubbs  and  his  men  lay  concealed  be- 
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hind  the  east  bank  of  the  creek ;  when 
the  British  small  boat  arrived  within 

musket  shot  they  opened  fire.  The  boat 

immediately  put  back  to  the  vessel. 
What  loss  the  enemy  sustained,  or 

whether  any,  has  not  been  certainly  as- 
certained. It  is  related  that  the  crew 

of  the  Lady  Provost,  afterwards  cap- 
tured by  Perry,  stated  their  loss  to  have 

been  three  wounded  and  none  killed. 

Mrs.  Cole  was  the  heroine  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  when  hostilities  commenced  she 

mounted  her  horse  and  rode  to  the 

Canada  way  for  reinforcements  ;  after  her 

return  she  was  actively  engaged  in  car- 
rying food  and  drink  to  the  men.  The 

war  waged  by  the  British  upon  salt 
boats  finally  destroyed  all  commerce  in 

salt  and  its  transportation  over  the  Por- 
tage Road  came  to  an  end. 

British  Depreciations.  —  During  the 
summer  of  1813  British  vessels  were 

cruising  the  lake,  chasing  and  capturing 

such  small  craft  as  ventured  from  port, 
occasionally  looking  into  Erie  Harbor 

where  Perry  was  building  his  fleet,  and 

now  and  then  committing  depredations 
along  the  American  shore.  The  Queen 

Charlotte,  a  ship  mounting  seventeen 

guns,  afterwards  captured  by  Perry  at 

the  Battle  of  Put-in  Bay,  was  the  most 
familiar  to  the  people  of  the  county  and 
the  most  dreaded  of  these  vessels.  She 

was  a  scourge  to  the  inhabitants  all 
along  the  eastern  border  of  the  lake. 
She  often  hovered  off  Dunkirk  and 

made  frequent  descents  to  plunder  the 
inhabitants,  particularly  at  or  near 

Eighteen  Mile  Creek  in  Erie  County. 
Second  Affair  at  the  Mouth  of  the 

Canadaway. — Lay's  tavern,  a  wellknown 
house  of  entertainment  near  the  lake 

shore  was  at  one  time  rifled.  The 

American  Commander  remonstrated 

and  the  British  ordered  the  goods  to 

be  restored.  They  were  placed  in  boxes 
and  put  on  board  that  vessel,  which  first 

put  in  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus 

Creek  but  landed  no  goods.  She  then 
came  to  the  Canadaway  and  sent  a 

boat  ashore  manned  by  thirteen  men 

commanded  by  a  Lieutenant,  with  a 

flag  of  truce,  under  pretense  of  return- 
ing the  goods,  but  probably  with  the  sole 

purpose  of  taking  such  property  as 
should  be  found.  Judge  Cushing  and 

one  of  his  neighbors  were  at  the  mouth 
of  the  creek  with  his  ox  team  for  a  load 

of  salt,  which  he  had  stored  in  an  old 

log  house.  He  had  loaded  his  salt  when 
the  British  landed.  He  immediately 

sent  his  companion  to  notify  the  inhab- 
itants, and  managed  to  entertain  and 

detain  the  Lieutenant  until  the  people 

rallied.  They  fired  upon  the  red  coats 
and  wounded  one  of  the  sailors.  The 

men  all  deserted  with  the  exception  of 
the  wounded  Frenchman.  One  account 

says  seven  men  deserted  and  that  an  old 

negro  was  left  behind  with  the  Lieu- 
tenant. Judge  Cushing  offered  to  help 

row  the  officer  back  to  the  ship,  if  he- 
would  pledge  his  honor  as  a  British 
officer  that  he  should  safely  return. 
This  the  Lieutenant  declined  to  do  and 

rowed  himself  back  to  the  ship  as  best 

he  could.  The  deserters  "took  to  the 

woods,"  but  were  apprehended  the  next 
day  and  taken  to  Erie.  After  this  affair 

the  Queen  Charlotte  moved  up  the  lake. 

After  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie 
a  part  of  the  force  captured  by  him  was 
sent  by  land  under  guard  from  Erie  to 

Buffalo.  In  passing  through  Chautau- 
qua County  they  were  sometimes  halted 

mi  their  march  for  refreshments  or  a 

night's  rest.  The  Lieutenant,  who  a 
few  months  before  had  landed  with  a 

flag  of  truce  at  Canadaway  Creek,  was 

kept  a  prisoner  of  war  over  night  at 

Richard  Williams's  log  tavern  on  the 
West  Mill  at  Fredonia.  "He  inquired 
for  the  man  who  was  with  the  ox  team 

on  that  occasion  and  was  told  that  it 

was  Judge  Cushing.  He  said  that  Mr. 

Cushing  was  too  long-headed  for  him  ; 
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that  he  intended  to  have  taken  him  a 

prisoner  and  to  have  seized  the  salt 
of  which  they  were  in  great  need,  but 

the  Judge  delayed  them  by  his  pleasant 

conversation  and  by  various  devices  un- 

til his  forces  arrived." 
Sophronia  Gates. — On  another  occa- 

sion an  officer  and  boat's  crew  from  the 
Queen  Charlotte  landed  near  the  mouth 

of  the  Big-Sister  Creek,  a  few  miles 
from  Angola,  and  forcibly  carried  off 
an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Gates.  The 
old  gentleman  was  taken  on  board  the 

Queen  Charlotte  and  put  ashore  at 

Chadwick's  Bay.  He  arrived  the  next 

day,  tired  and  footsore,  at  Mack's  Tav- 
ern, where  his  daughter  Sophronia  had 

sought  an  asylum.  The  manner  in 
which  Sophronia  turned  the  tables  upon 
the  British  officer  who  had  abducted 

her  father,  I  have  told  in  the  first  volume 

of  this  history,  at  pages  93  and  94. 

Capt.  Zephaniah  Perkins  and  the 

Kingbird. — After  the  war  the  com- 
merce of  the  bay  increased  a  little. 

Haven  Brigham,  the  second  son  of  Jona- 
than, above  mentioned,  settled  in  Sheri- 

dan in  1810.  He  and  his  younger  broth- 
er Winsor  built  a  sawmill  and  had  it  in 

operation  in  181 1,  but  soon  after  Win- 
sor sold  out  his  interest  to  Haven 

and  commenced  the  erection  of  the 

County  Court  House  at  Mayville. 
Haven,  about  181 5,  built  a  schooner  of 

forty  tons'  burden,  which  he  named  the 
Kingbird.  She  was  commanded  by 

Capt.  Zephaniah  Perkins  who  ran  her 
between  Dunkirk  and  Buffalo,  freighted 

with  lumber  from  Haven's  mill.  She 
brought  back  merchandise  for  the  peo- 

ple of  Dunkirk  and  Fredonia.  Captain 

Perkins  was  a  man  of  courage,  trust- 
worthy and  very  popular  but  was  once 

insubordinate.  It  is  related  that  when 

he  was  a  mate,  a  difference  arose  be- 
tween him  and  the  Captain  as  to  the 

management  of  the  boat  in  a  gale.  The 
Captain  ran  her  into  the  Cattaraugus 

Creek.  Perkins  thought  such  a  course 

extremely  dangerous  and  forced  the 
Captain  into  the  hold,  put  the  vessel 
to  sea  and  rode  out  the  gale  in  safety. 

Chadwick's  Bay  in  1816. — In  1816  a 
stock  of  goods  was  landed  at  Chad- 

wick's Bay  for  Ralph  and  Joseph  Plumb, 
merchants  of  Fredonia.  It  is  said  they 

were  the  first  of  the  kind  brought  into 

the  harbor.  A  temporary  wharf  was 

made  by  placing  wooden  horses  in  the 
water  upon  which  planks  were  laid,  until 
the  vessel  was  reached  from  shore.  At 

this  time,  Dunkirk  did  not  have  suffi- 
cient population  to  entitle  it  to  be  called 

a  village.  But  six  or  seven  families 
were  residing  between  Point  Gratiot 
and  the  lower  point.  The  few  houses 

were  so  scattering  that  it  was  scarcely 
a  hamlet.  It  was  still  known  as  Chad- 

wick's Bay.  Sampson  Alton  hunted 
deer  within  the  city  limits.  Central 
Avenue  was  merely  a  path  marked  by 
blazed  trees,  with  the  underbrush  cut 

out.  The  road  that  had  been  cut  by 

Seth  Cole  many  years  before,  from  the 

Town  of  Portland  through  Dunkirk  to 
Silver  Creek  was  impassable  for  teams. 

Walter  Brigham,  son  of  Stephen  and 

grandson  of  Jonathan,  came  to  Sheridan 

in  1816.  He  told  Henry  Severence  that 

he  "started  from  Sheridan  with  his 

mother  and  grandmother"  one  morning 
on  foot  to  visit  the  Brighams  on  the 

Brigham  Road,  almost  half  way  to  Fre- 
donia, and  that  they  came  by  the  road 

cut  by  Mr.  Cole.  It  took  them  all  clay. 

"They  had  to  let  themselves  down  into 

the  gulf  east  of  Mr.  Smith's  by  hanging 
on  to  one  bush  until  they  could  get  a 

good  clinch  at  another  and  climb  up  the 

opposite  bank  by  lifting  and  hauling 

each  other.  The  gulf  near  George  Rid- 

er's had  to  be  passed  in  the  same  way. 
After  they  got  this  side  of  the  high 

bluffs  they  went  on  the  beach  of  the 
lake  and  finished  their  journey  of  the 
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day,  making  a  distance  of  but  five  or 

six  miles,  tired,  worn  and  hungry." 
The  site  of  Dunkirk  and  the  country 

around  it  was  apparently  a  dead  level. 
Trees  of  remarkable  size  covered  its 

monotonous  surface.  Its  lonely  and 

forbidding  appearance,  no  doubt  pre- 
vented its  rapid  settlement.  About  the 

year  1817,  a  new  era  commenced.  Ex- 
pectations were  awakened  that,  doomed 

at  times  to  disappointment,  have  sur- 
vived to  the  present  day.  The  history 

of  Dunkirk  has  been  unlike  that  of  any 

other  locality  in  the  county.  Periods 

of  hope  have  been  successively  followed 

by  long  periods  of  depression,  during 
which  the  true  Dunkirker  has  never  lost 

faith  in  the  future,  but  has  steadfastly 

adhered  to  the  capricious  fortunes  of 
his  town. 

DeWitt  Clinton  and  the  Grand  Canal. 

— The  time  had  now  arrived  when  Dun- 

kirk was  to  emerge  from  the  discour- 
agements of  its  early  settlement.  In 

1817  De  Witt  Clinton  was  first  elected 
Governor.  A  bill  for  the  construction 

of  the  Erie  Canal  became  a  law  the  15th 

of  April,  181 7.  The  public  mind  was 
filled  with  great  projects  for  advancing 
the  commercial  importance  of  the  state 
and  Governor  Clinton  was  the  most  en- 

thusiastic in  support  of  them.  Governor 
Clinton  for  some  reason  turned  his  at- 

tention favorably  to  Chadwick's  Bay 
and  made  investments  in  its  real  estate. 

At  that  time  the  termination  of  the 

"Grand  Canal,"  as  it  was  then  called, 
had  not  been  decided  upon.  There  was 

a  remarkable  scarcity  of  good  harbors 

upon  Lake  Erie.  With  the  exception 

of  Black  Rock,  Put-in  Bay  and  Detroit 

River  Chadwick's  Bay  was  then  regard- 
ed as  the  best  harbor  on  the  lake  ;  bet- 

ter than  Maumee,  Sandusky,  Cuyahoga 

River  or  Erie.  It  is  described  by  Wil- 

liam Darley  in  a  book  entitled  "A  Tour 

from  New  York  to  Detroit"  published 

in  1818  as  follows:   "A  semicircular  bay 

lies  in  front  of  the  village,  formed  by 

two  capes,  distant  from  each  other  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  with  a  bar  extending 

from  cape  to  cape  over  which  there  is 
seven  feet  of  water.  Vessels  capable 

of  passing  the  bar  find  good  shelter 

from  east,  southeast,  south  or  south- 
west winds,  and  the  bar  breaking  the 

waves,  the  harbor  affords  a  refuge  also 

from  winds  blowing  from  the  lake.  The 

bottom  of  the  bay  affords  good  anchor- 
age within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 

shore." 
For  the  shipping  of  those  days,  before 

steam  was  used  in  navigation,  it  was  a 

harbor  more  easily  entered  than  Black 

Rock,  then  strenuously  striving  to  be 
the  terminal  point  of  the  canal.  No 

harbor  existed  at  Buffalo — only  the 

mouth  of  a  shallow  creek  which  emp- 
tied into  the  lake  at  the  head  of  ob- 

jectionable rapids  and  which  was  so 
obstructed  by  a  sand  bar  that  vessels 
could  rarely  enter.  Even  canoes  could 

not  pass,  and  sometimes  footmen  could 

walk  dry  shod  across.  Chadwick's  Bay 
was  then  clearly  the  best  harbor  on  the 
lake  within  the  state.  It  was  for  a  while 

a  dangerous  rival  of  both  Buffalo  and 
Black  Rock.  Governor  Clinton  believed 

that  contingencies  might  occur  that 
would  cause  it  to<  be  chosen  a  western 
terminus  of  the  canal.  The  air  was  then 

filled  with  schemes  for  public  improve- 

ment— even  the  impracticable  project  of 
a  canal  from  Chautauqua  Lake  to  Lake 
Erie  was  discussed.  It  is  possible  that 

Governor  Clinton  thought  that,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Grand  Canal,  the  good 

harbor  and  the  situation  of  Chadwick's 
Bay  at  the  western  end  of  the  state  gave 

it  superior  advantages.  No  suggestion 

that  it  was  thought  of  as  a  terminus 

to  the  canal  was  made  by  William  Dar- 
ley, who  was  a  competent  observer  and 

well  informed  upon  the  subject,  when 
he  visited  Dunkirk  in  181 8.  He  merely 

made  the  sensible  remark  "that  with 
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good  roads  and  a  thriving  interior  Dun- 
kirk must  advance  in  a  ratio  with  the 

neighboring  country.  Being  the  only 

port,  no  rival  can  be  raised  to  check  its 

progress  nearer  than  forty-five  miles. 
Should  the  current  of  commerce  turn 

towards  the  City  of  New  York  then 

would  Dunkirk  become  the  shipping 
port  of  a  semicircle  of  at  least  thirty 

miles." 
The  canal  in  1817  had  become  a  mat- 

ter of  general  interest ;  some  regarded  it 
as  an  impracticable  undertaking  and 

spoke  of  it  derisively,  but  with  the  ma- 
jority it  was  popular.  It  was  a  subject 

of  frequent  allusion,  often  called  "Clin- 
ton's Ditch." 

Sea  Serpents. — Work  was  commenced 
on  the  canal  July  4,  1817.  In  the  same 
month  a  sea  snake  was  said  to  have 

been  seen  above  Dunkirk,  three  miles 

off  shore.  The  discovery  was  announce 

in  an  Erie  paper  as  follows :  "The  crew 
of  the  schooner  General  Scott  saw  a 

sea  serpent  thirty-five  or  forty  feet  in 
length  and  its  neck,  which  it  put  out  of 
water  a  few  yards  from  the  vessel,  ten 
or  twelve  inches  in  diameter.  Its  color 

was  a  dark  mahogany,  nearly  black. 

The  lake  was  smooth  and  they  had  a 

perfect  view  of  it  for  more  than  a  min- 

ute." In  the  same  paper  there  appeared 
an  account  of  still  another  sea  snake 

seen  in  the  harbor  of  Gloucester,  Mass- 

achusetts. "One  hundred  feet  long 
with  a  head  as  long  as  a  horse  and  a 

body  as  big  as  a  barrel."  Such  marvels 
provoked  the  muse  of  our  ancient  and 

esteemed  bard,  James  H.  Price,  of  May- 
ville  to  celebrate  them  in  verse,  which 

he  did  in  the  following  lines  published 

at  the  time  in  the  Chautauqua  Eagle 
in  which  of  course  he  alludes  to  the 

canal — the  popular  topic  of  the  day : 

ODE  TO  THE  SEA  SERPENT. 

"Monstrum  horrendum  informe  ingens." 
Majestic  wanderer  of  the  deep, 

O  could  I  catch  thee  fast  asleep, 
and  learn  exact  thy  shape  and  quantity 

I'd  give  the  richest  verse  to  flow, 
And  joyous  round  thy  brow  bestow 
The  wreath  of  immortality. 

But  whether  speckled,  green  or  black, 
Thy  belly  white  or  striped  thy  back 
No  mother's  son  has  told: 

Were  I  permitted  now  to  choose 

Thy  dress,  I'd  give  thee  brightest  hues — 
Sea  green  and  burnished  gold. 

An  oysterman,  by  way  of  feint 

'Clept  Capt.  Wheeler,  makes  complaint — 
His  face  with  terror  pale. 

Much  to  his  surprise 

He  saw  your  worship's  head  and  eyes 
But  not  your  worship's  tail. 

And  many  a  goodly,  gallant  sail 
Shall  see  thy  head,  perchance  thy  tail, 
Through  long  succeeding  years. 

While  oT  Cape  Ann  or  off  Cape  Cod 
Right  valiantly  they  swear  by  God 

Your  serpentship  appears. 

*  *  *!  *  #  *  *  *  -  j(: 
Dost  know  that  we  New  Yorkers  shall 
Soon  have  a  big  ditch  called  Canal 
By  cash  and  toil  unsparing? 

And  when  complete  the  work  review 
Kindly  will  let  your  highness  through 

To  take  a  western  airing. 

May  be  fresh  water  don't  agree, 
Most  mighty  king  of  snakes,  with  thee, 
Nor  suit  thy  princely  nation. 

And  thou  preferest  for  toil  or  play, 
In  melancholy  mood  or  gay, 

The  azure  paths  of  Ocean. 

Then  like  a  meteor  snake  afar — 

Long  mayst  thou  shine  the  sailor's  star — 
Give  every  whale  a  whipping — 

And  prithee  stand  with  two  bright  eyes, 
(Till  we  can  get  some  new  supplies) 
A  lighthouse  for  our  shipping. 

Dunkirk  Land  Company — There  is 
little  doubt  that  Daniel  G.  Garnsey  who 

had  visited  the  county  in  181 1,  first 
called  the  attention  of  Governor  Clinton 

and  his  friends  to  Chadwick's  Bay.  In 
1816  or  1817  he  purchased  for  Elisha 

Jenkins  of  Albany,  as  Trustee  for  a 

company  composed  of  Isaiah  and  John 
Townsend,  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Mr. 
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Thorn  one  thousand  eight  acres  of  land 

including  the  farms  of  Solomon  Chad- 
wick,  Timothy  and  Luther  Goulding, 
Daniel  Pier  and  others.  Assignments 
were  taken  of  their  contracts  and  deeds 

obtained  of  the  Holland  Land  Company. 

Chadwick  received  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  his  farm,  for  which  he  paid  less 

than  two  hundred.  Daniel  Pier  who  was 

a  hatter,  when  he  came  to  Dunkirk  two 

years  before,  brought  with  him  a  box 

of  wet  and  damaged  hats,  which  he  re- 
paired and  sold  for  seventy  dollars.  This 

sum  was  all  that  he  paid  towards  his 

land,  which  he  now  sold  for  twenty-four 
hundred  dollars.  Such  advances  in  real 

estate  were  then  without  precedent 

in  the  county,  and  have  scarcely  been 
paralleled  since.  Like  vicissitudes  of 
fortune  have  followed  Dunkirk  from  the 

beginning.  Mr.  Garnsey  was  probably 

a  stockholder  in  this  land  company,  be- 
came its  agent  and  actively  promoted 

its  interests.  For  several  years  he  was 

the  leading  citizen  of  Dunkirk. 

Daniel  G.  Garnsey  was  born  in  Ca- 
naan, Columbia  County,  New  York, 

June  16,  1779.  When  between  sixteen 

and  seventeen  years  of  age  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  his  uncle, 

Peter  Garnsey,  at  Norwich,  Chenango 

County.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Su- 
preme Court.  At  Troy  he  married  Lucy 

Hudson.  He  practiced  law  in  Rensse- 
laer and  Saratoga  Counties.  He  was 

at  Mayville  when  the  first  County  Court 

was  held  in  June  of  181 1  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

He  removed  to  Fredonia  in  1816  and  in 

1817  to  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Garnsey  was  am- 
bitious for  political  preferment,  ob- 

tained the  office  of  Surrogate,  was  ap- 
pointed District  Attorney,  being  the 

first  one  who  was  a  resident  of  the 

county,  and  was  an  active  and  efficient 
officer.  He  was  also  commissioned  to 

discharge  certain  duties  of  Tudge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Chambers.   He  was 

the  first  Member  of  Congress  chosen 

from  Chautauqua  County.  He  served 
two  terms  and  was  attentive  to  the 

wants  of  his  constituents,  particularly 

in  regard  to  harbors,  lighthouses  and 

pensions. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  the  Ter- 

ritory of  Michigan,  purchased  and  laid 
out  the  Village  of  Battle  Creek.  He 

afterwards  made  a  purchase  at  Ber- 
tram!, Michigan,  which  he  laid  out  as 

a  village  and  gave  it  that  name.  He 

was  appointed  Receiver  of  Public  Mon- 
eys at  the  land  office  at  Dixon,  Illinois, 

under  President  Harrison,  but  was  re- 
moved by  President  Tyler.  On  his  way 

from  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  grand 

celebration  of  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  in  Dunkirk  in  1 85 1 ,  an 
event  in  which  he  felt  a  deep  interest, 

having  been  a  principal  founder  of  the 
Village  of  Dunkirk  and  prominentlv 
connected  with  its  early  history,  he 

stopped  at  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  Coun- 
ty, to  visit  Ralph  Plumb.  There  he  was 

taken  violently  sick  and  died  on  the 

nth  of  May,  1851,  at  the  age  of  seven- 

ty-two years.  Mr.  Garnsey  was  unfor- 
tunate in  his  business  undertakings.  He 

was  fond  of  official  distinction  and  de- 

voted more  time  to  politics  than  to  his 

profession.  He  was  a  Federalist  in  poli- 
tics until  he  came  to  Chautauqua.  Then 

he  became  a  Republican.  Fie  was  at 
first  a  friend  of  Governor  Tompkins, 
(hen  of  Governor  Clinton.  He  was  a 

supporter  of  John  Ouincv  Adams, 

Henry  Clay  and  General  Harrison.  Mr. 
Garnsey  is  described  as  having  sandy 

hair  and  beard,  light  complexion,  dark- 
eyes  and  a  pleasant  countenance.  He 
was  communicative  but  dignified  in  his 
address.  Fie  was  six  feet  tall  and 

slim,  very  erect  in  his  walk  and  had  a 

military  bearing.  At  one  time  he  was 

Brigadier  Inspector  of  the  Militia.  Few 
officers  made  more  display,  or  showed 
to  better  advantage.    His  residence  was 
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upon  the  east  side  of  Eagle  Street  near 
Front. 

Garnsey's  Bay- — About  the  beginning 
of  1 817  the  harbor  was  called  for  a  short 

time  Garnsey's  Bay  as  appears  by  the 
following  short  article  copied  from  the 

Buffalo  Gazette  of  July  22,  1817.  "New 
Name.  The  place  near  the  mouth  of 

the  Canadaway  Creek  and  Lake  Erie, 

which  was  formerly  known  as  Chad- 

wick's  Bay,  has  been  lately  called  Garn- 

sey's Bay  and  a  village  has  been  recently 
planned  at  the  head  of  said  bay,  which 

is  called  Dunkirk." 
Dunkirk  Named. — The  name  Dun- 

kirk was  given  by  Elisha  Jenkins,  the 
Trustee  of  the  Land  Company,  and  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  village.  Mr. 

Jenkins  was  a  citizen  of  Albanv  and  had 
been  a  shipping  merchant  of  Hudson 
with  his  brothers  and  father.  They  had 
also  a  business  house  in  New  York 
where  some  of  the  firm  resided.  Elisha 

was  for  a  time  engaged  for  the  firm  at 
Dunkirk,  France.  The  bay  at  that  place 

resembled  Chadwick's  Bay  on  Lake 
Erie,  hence  the  name  Dunkirk.  Dun- 

kirk in  France  is  a  city  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Le  Nord  and  is  situated  on 

the  Strait  of  Dover.  It  has  a  population 

of  forty  thousand.  Its  port  is  shallow 

but  its  roadstead  is  good.  It  is  a  flour- 
ishing place  of  active  commerce  and 

manufactures  and  extensive  fisheries. 

It  was  originally  a  chapel  founded  in 
the  seventh  century  by  Saint  Eloi, 

around  which  a  number  of  fishing  tents 
were  clustered.  It  is  a  place  famous  in 
French  history  and  the  scene  of  many 
battles  and  sieges. 

Elisha  Jenkins  was  for  many  vears  a 
prominent  official  and  politician  of  the 

state  and  a  man  of  good  reputation.  In 

1801  he  was  appointed  Comptroller  by 
the  Council  of  Appointment  of  which 

DeWitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer 
were  leading  members,  and  held  that 

important  office  until  1806.    He  subse- 

quently held  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  three  different  times,  the  last  term 

expiring  February  23,  181 3.  He  was 
a  defeated  Clintonian  candidate  for  State 
Senator  in  1818. 

III. 

A  Prosperous  Village. 

Improvements,  the  First  Brick  House. 

— Dunkirk  had  now  acquired  a  name 
and  become  a  place  of  some  importance. 

As  soon  as  the  Land  Company  bad  com- 
pleted its  purchase,  forty  or  fifty  acres 

of  the  village  site  were  surveved  into 

lots  and  improvements  began.  Samp- 
son Alton,  in  1817,  erected  a  two  story 

ALTON'S  1JRICK  HOUSE. 
The  First  Brick  House  Built  in  Chautauqua  County. 

brick  house  on  the  south  side  of  Front 

Street,  near  Buffalo  Street.  It  was  the 

first  brick  house  built  in  Chautauqua 

County.  Mr.  Alton  made  the  brick  in 
the  yard  on  Front  Street  just  east  of 

Hook's  bakery.  He  gathered  the  lime- 
stone of  which  the  mortar  was  made 

along  the  American  and  Canadian 
shores  and  transported  it  to  Dunkirk 
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in  his  ten  ton  sailboat,  burned  it  in  his 
lime  kiln  and  laid  the  brick  himself. 

This  house  was  long  regarded  as  the 

first  mansion  of  the  place.  It  was  dis- 
tinguished even  in  those  hospitable  days 

for  the  hospitality  of  its  inmates.  Every 

one  felt  free  to  come  and  every  one  re- 
ceived a  hearty  welcome.  When  the 

"Old  Brick  House  on  Front  Street" 
was  torn  down  in  1891  its  destruction 

caused  a  sigh  of  regret  from  every  one 

who  remembered  the  Alton  family. 

Sampson  Alton  was  the  son  of  an 
Englishman,  who  at  an  early  day  settled 
in  Massachusetts.  His  oldest  brother, 

Abijah,  when  young  went  west  and  be- 
came the  founder  of  the  City  of  Alton 

in  Illinois.  His  younger  brother, 

George,  settled  in  Central  Pennsylvania 
where  a  small  town  was  named  after 

him.  One  sister  married  Mr.  Fourshae 

of  Angelica,  another  married  Robert 

Stickney,  the  father  of  the  famous  cir- 
cus riders  of  that  name.  Sampson  Alton 

removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Coop- 
erstown,  New  York,  and  married  Fanny 
Gates  in  1811.  Their  children  were 

Luther  Gates,  Nancv  (Mrs.  Strobeck), 

Harriet  (Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Hall),  George 
D.  and  Matilda.  She  became  the  first 

wife  of  Erastus  D.  Palmer,  '.he  famous 
sculptor,  who  once  resided  in  Dunkirk, 

(see  Vol.  I,  page  352).  Matilda  was  the 
first  child  born  in  the  brick  house  and 

was  married  to  Mr.  Palmer  there.  The 

other  children  were  Oliva  (Mrs.  Maur- 
ice Fox),  Joseph  F.,  Marion,  Fannv  C. 

(Mrs.  George  M.  Abell),  Walton  and 
William.  George  D.  Alton  was  born 

September  15,  1817.  He  was  the  first 
child  born  in  Dunkirk.  A  deed  of  land 

was  to  be  given  to  the  first  male  child 

born  in  the  place.  Mr.  Garnsey  at  the 

time  of  the  birth  of  George  D.  Alton 
lived  in  Fredonia  and  had  a  son  born 

there  about  the  same  time.  "Three 
months  later  he  moved  to  Dunkirk  with 

his  family.    He  applied  for  and  obtained 

a  deed  of  such  lot  for  his  son,  while  his 

less  enterprising  neighbor  was  contem- 
plating doing  so.  The  lot  was  situated 

on  the  bank  of  the  lake  and  long  before 

either  of  the  lads  ha'1  reached  man's 
estate  Lake  Eric  had  put  in  a  prior 
claim  and  taken  the  lot  to  itself.  In 

this  case,  at  least,  it  was  shown  that  ill- 

gotten  gain  did  not  benefit  the  posses- 
sor." Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton  died  in  the 

brick  house  both  in  the  same  week  in 

August,  1848. 
Adam  Fink  settled  in  Dunkirk  in 

1 81 8  and  was  a  well  known  early  resi- 

EBASTDS  D.  PALMER. 

dent,  an  ardent  Democrat  and  Post- 
master under  General  Jackson.  His 

marriage  in  1819  was  the  first  in  the 

place.  With  his  own  hands  he  cleared 
the  lands  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  He 
made  the  first  cast  steel  edged  tool  in 

the  county.  He  was  an  expert  in  tem- 
pering edge  tools.  His  shop  was  built 

of  logs.  He  and  Fdward  Kevs  who 

came  a  little  later  were  adepts  at  axe- making. 

Improvements — Business  and  Com- 
merce in  181 8. — Mr.  Garnsey,  support- 

ed by  the  company  of  Albany  gentle- 
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ADAM  FINK. 
DUNKIRK'S  FIRST 

men  known  as  the  "Dunkirk  Associa- 

tion," then  principal  proprietors,  was 
still  diligent  in  his  endeavors  to  build 

up  Dunkirk,  and  invite  commerce  to  the 
harbor.  A  road  was  made  to  Fredonia, 
a  wharf  and  warehouse  were  built  at  the 

foot  of  Center  Street,  u  hotel  on  Front 

and  Center  Streets  and  other  buildings 

at  an  expense  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  earliest  and  only  number  of 

the  Chautauqua  Gazette  in  existence 

which  was  published  at  Fredonia,  bear- 
ing the  date  May  19,  1818,  contains  this 

"Marine  News"  underneath  the  wood- 
cut of  a  ship  : 

"Garnsey's  Bay,  Dunkirk,  May  17th, 
1818. — Cleared:  Sloop  Independence 
for  Sandusky,  passengers,  lumber  and 
potatoes.  Arrived :  Schooner  Firefly 

from  Detroit,  with  passengers.  Schoon- 
er Blacksnake  from  Erie  with  passen- 

gers and  fish.  Schooner  Buffalo  Packet 

with  passengers  and  furniture.  Schoon- 
er Eliza  of  Sandusky  with  passengers, 

Sloop  Livona  from  Buffalo  with  pas- 
sengers. Cleared :  Firefly  from  Buf- 

falo, Blacksnake  for   Buffalo,  Buffalo 

MRS.  ADAM  FINK. 

BRIDE   AN't>  GROOM. 

Packet  for  Buffalo,  President  Monroe 

for  Buffalo,  Livona  for  the  River  Raisin 

with  passengers." Walk-in -the -Water.  —  Later  in  the 

same  year  the  Walk-in-the-Water,  the 
first  steamboat  to  navigate  the  lake  was 
added  to  the  list  of  boats  that  regularly 
entered  the  Harbor  of  Dunkirk.  She 

was  of  two  hundred  forty  tons  burden. 

Job  Fish  was  her  first  Captain.  The  fol- 

lowing notice  of  a  trip  of  the  Walk-in- 
the-Water  to  Mackinaw  to  carry  goods 

for  the  American  Fur  Company,  is  giv- 
en in  a  New  York  City  paper  of  May  20, 

1819.  "The  swift  steamboat,  Walk-in- 
the  Water,  is  intended  to  make  a  voy- 

age early  in  the  summer  from  Buffalo 
on  Lake  Erie,  to  Mackinaw  on  Lake 

Huron,  for  the  conveyance  of  a  com- 

pany. The  ship  has  so  near  a  resemb- 
lance to  the  famous  Argonautic  expedi- 

tion in  the  heroic  ages  of  Greece,  that 

expectation  is  quite  alive  on  the  subject. 

Many  of  our  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens are  said  to  have  already  engaged 

their  passage  for  this  splendid  adven- 
ture.   The    Walk-in-the-Water  made 
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weekly  trips  from  Black  Rock  to  Detroit 

and  back,  stopping  at  Dunkirk  and  the 
other  principal  towns  on  the  American 
shore.  Her  rates  of  fare  from  Black 

Rock  were  three  dollars  to  Dunkirk, 

six  dollars  to  Erie,  twelve  dollars  to 

Cleveland,  fifteen  dollars  to  Sandusky, 

eighteen  dollars  to  Detroit.  Her  speed 

was  from  eight  to  nine  miles  an  hour. 
She  made  seven  trips  to  Detroit  the 
first  season.  The  facilities  for  travel 

afforded  by  this  boat  brought  Chautau- 
qua County  a  little  nearer  the  east, 

lessening  the  time  and  increasing  the 

comfort  of  passengers  from  and  to  Buf- 
falo. The  Walk -in -the -Water  was 

ruined  in  a  squall  near  Buffalo  in  No- 
vember, 1821.  It  was  succeeded  by  the 

Superior,  the  second  steamboat  on  the 

lake,  in  May,  1822. 
An  old  resident  of  Detroit  gives  as 

follows  his  recollection  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Walk-in-the-Water : 

"That  old  historical  boat  would  look 
just  as  curious  today  to  the  passengers 

of  a  magnificent  modern  lake  craft  as 
would  the  small  boats  in  which  the  dis- 

coverer of  this  country  crossed  the  At- 

lantic. The  coming  of  .the  Walk-in- 
the-Water  had  been  heralded  far  and 

wide.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  scarcely 

a  person  in  this  whole  western  country 
had  seen  a  watercraft  propelled  by 
steam  until  the  Walk-in-the-Water 

steamed  up  the  Detroit  River.  It  is 

said  that  the  Indian  contingent  in  par- 
ticular were  wild  with  excitement  and 

could  hardly  believe  their  eyes.  There 
is  almost  as  much  difference  between 

the  Walk-in-the-Water  and  one  of  our 
modern  lake  boats  as  there  is  between 

Columbus'  craft  and  the  modern  grey- 
hounds which  bring  this  country  into 

such  intimate  relations  with  Europe." 
William  Darby  left  Buffalo  on  the 

2nd  of  August,  1818,  in  the  schooner 

Zephyr,  Captain  Wilcox,  he  arrived  at 
Dunkirk  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth 

where  he  remained  wind  bound  until 

noon  of  the  seventh,  which  gave  him  an 

opportunity  to  visit  Fredonia  and  to  see 
the  surrounding  country.    He  says  : 

"At  present  Dunkirk  consists  of  about 
twenty  houses  newly  built.  The  pro- 

prietors are  employed  in  forming  a  road 

to  join  both  above  and  below  the  vil- 

lage with*  that  of  the  lake  margin." 
Business  and  Commerce  Further  De- 

scribed.— The  Chautauqua  Gazette  of 

May  19,  1818,  contains  an  advertisement 
dated  February  17,  181 8,  in  which  under 

"New  Store"  N.  N.  Capron  advertises 

that  he  has  "groceries,  dry  goods,  hard- 
ware and  crockery,  also  cotton  and 

woolen  goods,  cotton  yarn  and  thread, 

glass,  mill  irons,  nails,  iron  and  steel, 
broad  and  narrow  axes,  long  draft  and 
trace  chains  and  that  such  goods  will 

be  exchanged  for  lumber  and  grain  or 

sold  very  low  for  cash."  That  he  will 
pay  cash  for  one  thousand  pounds  of 

deer  hair.  This  early  merchant,  New- 

ton M.  Capron,  was  the  brother  to  Hor- 
ace Capron,  once  a  Commissioner  of 

Agriculture  to  Japan. 

By  the  Chautauqua  Gazette  of  Au- 
gust 10,  of  that  year,  it  appears  that 

the  place  had  fully  assumed  the  name 

"Dunkirk"  and  that  practical  and  sub- 

stantial steps  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
pare the  harbor  for  the  entry  of  ves- 

sels.   The  article  was  headed : 

"Dunkirk." 

"To  Captains  and  Pilots  of  vessels, 
sailing  on  Lake  Erie.  The  Dunkirk 

Association  at  very  considerable  ex- 
pense have  prepared  and  placed  buoys 

in  the  west  channel  leading  from  the 

lake  into  the  bay  to  Dunkirk.  The  oute.' 
buoy  is  placed  in  line  of  the  headlands 

or  points  each  side  of  the  bay  yet  a  con- 
siderable distance  without  the  bar.  Ves- 

sels sailing  down  the  lake  may  sail  near 

or  give  the  west  point  a  good  berth,  yet 

approach  the  outer  buoy  with  ease.  Ii. 
fact,  the  outer  buoy  may  be  made  from 
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any  point  on  the  lake  side,  with  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  of  water.  The 

buoys  are  white  and  four  in  number 

and  placed  in  the  center  of  the  chan- 
nel. They  are  not  all  in  a  direct  line. 

It  is  expected,  however,  that  all  pilots 

and  masters  of  vessels  desirous  of  keep- 
ing the  channel  and  bringing  into  the 

bay  the  best  water  will  keep  a  direct 

course  from  one  buoy  f.o  the  other  run- 
ning them  down.  The  inner  buoy  next 

to  Dunkirk  is  placed  in  ten  feet  of 
water  and  the  others  from  twelve  to 

fifteen  feet,  and  vessels  drawing  not  ex- 
ceeding nine  feet  of  water  may  pass  in 

and  out  with  safety.  After  passing  the 

last  buoy,  as  vessels  sail  in,  they  may 
bear  down  for  the  wharf,  or  ride  at 
anchor  at  ease  within  the  bav.  The 

eastern  channel,  it  is  understood,  will 

shortly  be  buoyed  out.    May  26,  1819." 
It  was  signed  by  D.  G.  Garnsey,  Ellis 

Doty,  William  A.  Lynde,  John  Bond, 
Azariah  Fuller,  Benjamin  Day,  Thomas 

Warren,  James  Day,  Captain  of  sloop 

General  Huntington ;  Joseph  S.  Barn- 
ard, Captain  of  schooner  Huron  ;  Dan  G. 

Brown,  Pilot  of  the  General  Huntington  ; 
Horatio  Wilcox,  pilot  of  the  schooner 

Zephyr,  and  Moses  R.  Eaton,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  schooner  Lord  Wellington. 

Under  the  heading  of  "Dunkirk 

Store,"  Beggs  and  Lynde  advertise  in 
the  same  paper  that  they  "have  for  sale 
dry  goods,  crockery,  hardware,  glass- 

ware, groceries,  Dutch  bolting  cloths, 
notash.  kettles,  iron,  steel,  anvils,  vices, 

cranks,  screws,  sawmill  saws  and  nails," 
and  advertise  "storage  and  forwarding 
continued  as  usual." 

John  Beggs  came  from  Scotland  and 
settled  in  Dunkirk  in  1819  and  was 

prominently  connected  with  its  early 
history.  He  built  Central  Avenue  dock 
and  the  Buffalo  Street  dock.  He  died 

in  1837.  His  brother  Charles  came  later 

and  was  a  druggist  and  Deputy  Post- 
master. 

Dr.  Ezra  Williams  settled  in  Dunkirk 

in  1820.  He  was  born  in  Massachus- 

etts. His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 

Rev.  Walter  King  of  Norwich,  Con- 
necticut. When  Dr.  Williams  came  to 

Dunkirk  a  few  small  buildings  along 

Front  Street  constituted  the  village. 

Along  Central  Avenue  was  a  continu- 
ous forest  from  Third  Streel  to  Fre- 

donia.  The  only  road  for  teams  to  the 
latter  village  was  one  running  westerly 
to  near  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway, 

thence  up  the  creek  to  Fredonia.  Doc- 

tor Williams  was  a  widely  known  phy- 
sician and  in  his  prime  had  the  most 

extensive  practice  of  any  in  the  northern 

part  of  the  county-  He  was  Postmaster 

of  Dunkirk  in  John  Quincy  Adams'  ad- 
ministration and  one  of  the  founders 

of  the  Dunkirk  Academy.  He  was  the 
father  of  Dr.  Julien  T.  Williams. 

A  Period  of  Depression. — The  road 
from  Buffalo  for  many  years  after  the 
settlement  of  Dunkirk  was  unfitted  for 

the  transportation  of  merchandise  by 

land.  There  were  no  bridges  over  Buf- 
falo, Eighteen  Mile  and  Cattaraugus 

Creeks  or  the  smaller  streams.  In  the 

spring  and  fall  the  condition  of  this  road 
was  such  as  to  be  the  dread  of  all  trav- 

elers. From  Cattaraugus  westward  it 

was  a  continuous  mud  hole.  The  ter- 
rors of  the  Four  Mile  woods  which  ex- 

tended eastward  from  Cattaraugus 
Creek  have  been  often  described.  On 

account  of  its  perils  and  loneliness  it 

was  called  the  "Great  Saharah  of  the 

Holland  Purchase."  Notwithstanding 
bad  roads  favored  the  transportation  of 

merchandise  by  the  lake  to  the  harbor 

and  in  despite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Dun- 
kirk Association,  the  out-lying  country 

was  yet  too'  thinly  populated  to  invite 
commerce  sufficient  to  build  up  the 

place.  An  artificial  harbor  had  been 

completed  at  Buffalo  in  1821.  The  ter- 
mination of  the  Erie  Canal,  if  that  had 

anything  to  do  with  the  fortunes  of 
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Dunkirk,  had  been  decided  in  favor  of 

Buffalo  in  1823.  Consequently  Dunkirk 

did  not  prosper  as  was  expected.  Im- 

mediately previous  to  1825  its  popula- 
tion probably  diminished  as  it  then  had 

but  fifty  inhabitants.  The  dull  years 

that  had  existed  previous  to  1818  had 

now  returned.  After  a  brief  fit  of  pros- 
perity, it  seemed  about  to  enter  upon 

a  period  of  depression. 

Walter  Smith. — Fortunately  for  the 

future  of  Dunkirk  its  possibilities  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Walter  Smith, 

a  young  merchant  of  Fredonia  remark- 
able for  energy  and  business  capacity. 

Resides    the    superior    advantages  of 
Dunkirk  as  a  lake  port,  with  its  fine 

harbor  open  to  navigation  two  weeks 
earlier  than  Buffalo,  there  still  lingered 

a  belief  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  ex- 
tend the  Erie  Canal  to  this  point  to  gain 

the  benefits  of  its  harbor.  Moreover, 

a  bill  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 

upon  the  personal  application  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 

ties for  the  appointment  of  three  Com- 
missioners to  explore  and  survey  a  state 

road  from  the  Hudson  River  to  some 

point  upon   Lake   Erie  which  it  was 
nearly  certain  would  be  Dunkirk.  In 

fact  the  surveyors  employed  by  the  state 
arrived  at  Dunkirk  December  24,  1825, 

and  stuck  their  last  flag  at  the  foot  of 

the    wharf,    completing    their  survey. 
This  line  was  pronounced  by  them  to 

be  the  best  to  the  lake.    These  consid- 
erations undoubtedly  influenced  Walter 

Smith  to  unite  his  destiny  with  that  of 

the  village.    In  that  year  he  bought  the 
undivided  half  of  the  property  of  the 

Dunkirk  Company  for  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand     dollars     and  immediately 

turned  his  energy  and  business  ability 

lo  building  up  the  place  and  developing 

the  resources  of  the  surrounding  conn- 

try.    Although  he  was  scarcely  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  his  business  capacity 

and  judgment  was  that  of  one   of  ma- 

ture vears  and  long  experience.  He 
had  broad  views  of  business  and  was 

fitted  mentally  for  large  undertakings. 
He  became  at  once  the  controlling 

power  in  Dunkirk  and  soon  the  most 
influential  and  public  spirited  business 

man  in  the  count)-.  The  writer  well 
remembers  when  Walter  Smith  and  the 

fame  of  his  business  enterprise?  wer  = 

familiar'  topics  even  in  the  south  part 
of  the  county  with  old  settlers,  years 
after  his  business  career  had  closed. 

Walter  Smith  wras  born  in  Wethers- 
field,  Connecticut,  March  21,  1800. 
When  fifteen  he  was  clerk  in  the  store 

of  Jacob  Ten  Eyck  in  Cazenovia,  New 
York.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he 

made  a  horseback  tour  through  the 
western  counties  of  the  state  in  search 

of  a  suitable  place  to  engage  in  business 
as  a  merchant.  He  arrived  at  Fredonia 

in  March,  1819,  and  resolved  to  settle 
there.  He  returned  to  Cazenovia  where 

although  still  a  minor,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  as  Walter 

Smith  &  Company.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck 

furnished  the  capital  and  Mr.  Smith  re- 
turned to  Fredonia  in  May  with  a  stock 

of  goods.  Todd  &  Douglass  engaged 

in  business  in  Fredonia  that  year.  Jos- 
eph and  Ralph  Plumb,  then  in  business 

there,  failed  in  June  of  the  same  year 

and  Mr.  Smith  bought  their  store  and 

ashery.  His  first  year's  sale  of  goods 
exceeded  twenty  thousand  dollars  and 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months  he  repaid 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  and  owned  the  business. 
This  increased  so  that  in  the  sixth  year 

it  amounted  to  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars.  In  the  earlier  vears  of  his  busi- 

ness he  furnished  supplies  for  all  the 

forts  and  garrisons  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Great  Lakes  under  a  contract 

with  the  general  government.  Every 

article  of  produce  so  furnished  was 
raised  in  Chautauqua  County  except 

w  hite  beans  which  were  bought  in  (  )hio. 

In  1826  Walter  Smith  moved  to  Dun- 
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kirk  and  thereafter  devoted  his  talent 

and  energy  to  building  up  that  place. 

He  "transferred  to  this  theater  of  ac- 

tion his  capital,  his  prestige,  his  re- 
markable talent  for  business  and  ad- 

venture. Daily  stages  for  passengers 

and  a  wagon  line  for  transportation  were 
soon  established  between  Dunkirk  and 

Warren,  Pennsylvania.  Communication 
with  Buffalo  was  opened  by  means  of 
the  Pioneer.  The  few  steamboats 

that  then  made  infrequent  voyages  to 

western  points,  where  great  cities  have 

since  grown  up  like  exhalations,  were 
induced  to  call  at  Dunkirk  for  the  con- 

venience of  those  who  were  westward 

bound  and  a  new  impulse  was  given  to 

the  general  trade,  travel  and  improve- 

ment of  the  country.  Mr.  Smith's  life 
was  a  masterly  and  persistent  struggle, 

always  against  natural  obstacles,  often 
under  adverse  fortunes,  to  build  up  a 
commercial  town  at  Dunkirk  which 

would  vie  in  importance  with  neighbor- 

ing cities  on  the  lake."  Such  was  his 
attention  to  the  public  interest  that  his 
influence  became  potential  in  the  north 

part  of  the  county,  particularly  in  his 

own  village,  so  that  it  used  to  be  face- 
tiously said  that  Dunkirk  had  no  other 

god  than  Walter  Smith. 

Lafayette. — In  June',  1825,  before  the 
removal  of  Walter  Smith  to  Dunkirk, 

Lafayette  visited  Chautauqua  County. 
Accounts  of  his  visit  are  given  in  these 

volumes  by  Miss  Olive  Risley  Seward 

and  in  the  general  history  of  the  coun- 

ty. We  will  here  add  some  further  par- 
ticulars. It  was  largely  due  to  the  en- 

terprise and  public  spirit  of  Walter 
Smith,  that  the  visit  and  reception  of 

Lafayette  in  Chautauqua  County  was 
successful.  At  his  suggestion  the  route 

was  arranged  through  Chautauqua.  At 
Erie  he  planned  the  visit  to  Fredonia 

and  voyage  on  Lake  Erie  on  the  steam- 
boat Superior  from  Dunkirk  to  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Smith  bore  the  expense  of  the  fuel 

for  the  steamboat  and  in  other  ways 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  visit 

and  reception.  By  invitation  of  the  com- 
mittee from  Buffalo  he  accompanied  the 

party  to  the  latter  place. 
Lafayette  arrived  at  Fredonia  from 

Westfield  a  little  past  midnight.  Bon- 
fires were  burning,  the  windows  of  some 

of  the  houses  illuminated  by  the  natural 

gas  that  issued  from  the  bed  of  the 
Canadaway  which  was  regarded  as  a 

great  novelty  by  the  distinguished  visi- 
tors. A  profusion  of  lights  were  sus- 

pended from  the  trees.  There  was  ring- 
ing of  bells,  firing  of  salutes,  a  military 

display  and  a  gathering  of  people, 

music,  speeches  and  a  banquet.  Not- 
withstanding the  limited  facilities  pos- 

sessed by  the  newly  settled  village  of 
Fredonia,  situated  then  in  a  remote 

frontier,  the  spirit  and  good  taste  dis- 
played in  the  arrangements,  the  simple, 

earnest  and  touching  reception  by  the 

people  assembled,  we  have  the  testi- 

mony of  M.  Levasseur,  Lafayette's  Pri- 
vate Secretary,  made  a  deep  impression 

upon  Lafayette  and  his  party. 
At  the  banquet  at  Fredonia  the  young 

men  of  the  first  families  there  who 

wished  to  obtain  a  better  view,  served 

as  waiters ;  one  of  them,  John  M.  Bar- 
bour, afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the 

Superior  Court  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  attended  the  door.  A  fine  repast 

prepared  with  excellent  taste  was  served 

by  Mosely  W.  Abell  at  his  hotel.  As  the 
light  of  morning  began  to  break  in  the 
east  Lafayette  set  out  from  Fredonia 

attended  by  the  military  and  a  proces- 
sion of  citizens,  people  in  carriages  and 

on  horseback  a  mile  in  length.  He 

passed  over  the  road  between  Fredonia 
and  Dunkirk  which  had  been  improved 

and  prepared  for  the  occasion  and  ar- 
rived at  the  harbor  as  the  sun  began 

to  shed  its  earliest  beams  over  the  bay. 

The  steam  brig  Superior  lay  in  waiting 
but  a  mile  from  shore.    The  General 
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was  handsomely  received  at  the  pier  by 

a  deputation  from  Buffalo  and  was  then 
taken  on  board  of  a  yawl.  As  this  boat 

passed  over  the  bay  the  Superior  fired 

a  salute  of  twenty-four  guns  which  was 
responded  to  by  a  salute  of  the  same 
number  from  the  artillery  upon  the 
shore.  The  roar  of  the  cannon  echoed 

by  the  forests  that  densely  bordered 
the  shore,  the  strains  of  music  that 
came  from  the  boat  across  the  still 

waters,  the  romantic  bay  bordered  by 

green  foliage  of  the  woods,  the  con- 
course of  silent  spectators  that  had  gath- 

ered to  witness  the  embarkation  and 

more  than  all  the  impressive  occasion 

of  their  assembling  on  that  beautiful 
June  morning  is  a  most  memorable  and 

interesting  event  in  the  early  history 
of  Dunkirk  and  is  recorded  with  words 

of  admiration  by  M.  Levasseur  in  his 

journal. 
Smith  &  French. — In  1826,  with 

George  A.  French,  Walter  Smith  formed 
the  mercantile  house  of  Smith  &  French 

and  continued  prominently  in  business 

in  Dunkirk  for  many  years.  Mr.  French 

was  the  son  of  Asa  French,  an  early 

citizen  of  Pomfret.  He  resided  many 

years  in  Dunkirk,  was  Member  of  As- 
sembly for  Chautauqua  for  three  terms. 

His  son,  Francis  French,  was  a  promi- 
nent and  wellknown  citizen  of  Dun- 

kirk. 

The  Van  Burens — LeRoy  Farnham. 

— James  and  Henry  B.  Van  Buren  also 
established  a  new  store  here  in  1826  or 

1827  and  were  long  wellknown  general 

merchant  of  Dunkirk.  In  1827  they 
moved  into  the  east  store  of  the  new 

brick  block;  they  subsequently  became 
interested  in  a  line  of  boats  sailing  from 

Dunkirk.  In  1827  LeRoy  Farnham,  a 

wellknown  business  man  of  early  years 
was  also  in  business  in  Dunkirk. 

A  Period  of  Prosperity. — In  1827  the 
expenditure  of  four  thousand  dollars 

appropriated  by  Congress  to  improve 

navigation  of  the  harbor  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  lighthouse  was  commenced. 

The  stake  for  its  site  had  been  stuck 

on  the  roth  of  July  the  year  before  by 

Messrs.  Garnsey  and  Dox.  The  steam- 
boat Pioneer,  Captain  Miles,  was  now 

making  daily  trips  between  Buffalo  and 
Dunkirk  carrying  passengers.  It  would 

leave  Buffalo  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing and  arrive  at  Dunkirk  the  next 

morning  at  eight  o'clock.  Returning  it 
would  leave  Dunkirk  at  nine  o'clock  A. 
M.  and  arrive  at  Buffalo  at  two  o'clock 
P.  M.  A  line  of  stages  between  Dun- 

kirk and  Erie,  via  Fredonia  and  West- 
field  connected  with  the  Pioneer.  At 

Erie  this  line  of  stages  connected  with 

a  line  to  Pittsburg  and  another  to  Cleve- 
land. By  the  Pioneer  and  these 

routes,  passengers  from  Buffalo  could 

reach  Cleveland  in  two  days  and  Pitts- 
burg in  three.  Persons  desiring  to 

ship  freight  by  the  Pioneer  were  di- 
rected to  apply  to  S.  Thompson  &  Com- 
pany, or  Townsend  &  Coit  in  Buffalo, 

and  to  Smith  &  French  at  Dunkirk. 

Mosely  W.  Abell  in  1828,  then  a  lead- 
ing citizen  of  Fredonia  and  one  of  the 

most  influential  in  the  county,  moved  to 

Dunkirk.  He  was  born  at  Bennington, 
Vermont,  February  24,  1781.  July  6, 
1806,  he  married  Ruth  Baldwin  in  that 
state.  In  181 1  he  removed  to  Buffalo 

and  rented  the  hotel  of  Mrs.  St.  John 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Seneca 

Streets,  afterwards  distinguished  in  the 

early  history  of  Buffalo.  This  hotel  is 

improperly  called  Pomeroy's  Hotel  in 
some  early  accounts,  that  being  the 

name  of  Mr.  Abell's  brother-in-law.  Mr. 
Abell  was  its  manager  and  proprietor. 

It  was  afterwards  destroyed  with  Mr. 

Abell's  effects  when  the  village  was 
burned  by  the  British.  After  residing 

in  Mayville  for  a  year  or  more  he  came 

to  Fredonia  in  1815  and  with  his  broth- 
er, Thomas  G.  Abell,  started  a  public 

house  on  the  site  of  the  Columbia.  His 



434 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

hotel  was  for  many  years  a  favorite 

stopping  place  for  travelers  and  he  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  popular 
landlords  of  the  county.  He  was  one 

of  the  proprietors  of  the  stage  line  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Erie  and  was  long 

Postmaster  at  Fredonia.  He  was  also 

Postmaster  at  Dunkirk  and  County  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Poor.  He  was  one 

of  the  original  members  of  the  Baptist 

Church  of  Dunkirk  and  for  many  years 
a  Deacon.  He  died  in  1858.  He  left 

eleven  children.  His  daughter  Minerva 

married  Walter  Smith.  His  daughter 
Mary  Ann  married  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Stillman.  The  sons  of  Mosely  Abell  were 

all  leading  business  men.  Thomas  B., 
Albert  H.  and  George  M.  are  deceased ; 

Casper  K.  resides  in  Dunkirk.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  Williams  of  Jamestown.  He 

was  in  active  service  and  a  Major  in  the 
late  Civil  War  and  is  still  in  active  busi- 

ness in  Dunkirk. 

Ebenezer  Rumford  Thompson,  a  col- 
lege graduate,  a  teacher  and  a  scientific 

lecturer,  came  to  Dunkirk  in  1829  and 

became  one  of  its  prominent  citizens. 
His  father  was  a  cousin  of  Benjamin 

Thompson,  the  celebrated  Count  Rum- 
ford.  Hannah  Putnam,  mother  of  E. 

R.  Thompson  was  a  near  relative  of 
Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Of  Revolutionary 

fame.  Mr.  Thompson  formed  a  mercan- 
tile partnership  on  arriving  at  Dunkirk 

with  Lysander  B.  Brown  and  later  with 

W.  L.  Carpenter  founded  the  Chautau- 
qua Whig.  He  was  also^  editor  of  the 

Dunkirk  Beacon.  E.  R.  Thompson  was 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  T.  Williams 

and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Brigham. 

John  J.  Cassety,  the  father  of  Thomas 
and  James  J.  Cassety,  the  latter  long 
and  well  known  as  the  Principal  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Buffalo,  came 

from  Oriskany  Falls,  Oneida  County, 

about  1830.  In  early  days  he  was  the 

keeper  of  the  lighthouse  at  Dunkirk  for 

many  a  year. 

Rev.  Joy  Handy  and  the  Baptists. — 
On  the  5th  of  May,  1830,  the  Baptist 
Church  was  organized,  the  first  in  the 
town.  The  Rev.  Joy  Handy  and  Elisha 
Tucker  were  among  its  first  preachers. 

The  society  worshiped  in  the  new  brick 
schoolhouse  on  Third  Street  for  many 
years.  Later  this  church  and  others 

held  services  over  Parson's  wagon  shop. 
In  1856  it  built  a  brick  church. 

Rev.  Timothy  Stillman  and  the  Pres- 

byterians and  Congregationalists. — In 
1830,  ten  persons,  Congregationalists 

and  Presbyterians,  petitioned  the  Buf- 
falo Presbytery  to  organize  them  into 

a  church.  The  petition  was  granted  and 
the  church  formally  constituted  May  22, 

1830.  About  the  1st  of  September  of 

that  year  the  Rev.  Timothy  Stillman,  a 

graduate  of  Yale  and  Auburn  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  began  his  labor  as  pastor 

on  a  salary  of  four  hundred  dollars  a 
year.  The  congregation  also  worshipped 
in  the  brick  schoolhouse  on  Third 

Street.  As  a  result  of  a  revival  in  1833 

thirty  were  added  to  the  church  and 
measures  taken  to  erect  a  meeting 
house  on  the  corner  of  Center  and  Third 
Streets.  It  was  a  wooden  structure  and 

was  completed  in  1835.  Rev.  Timothy 
Stillman  closed  his  labors  as  pastor  in 

1838.  He  was  one  of  Dunkirk's  best 
known  and  most  respected  citizens  of 
old  times.  He  had  a  large  influence  in 

religious  circles.  He  was  small  in  stat- 
ure, a  strict  theologian  and  a  firm  ad- 

herent to  his  denominational  faith.  It 

has  been  said  of  him  that  it  was  sel- 
dom that  so  much  Presbyterianism  was 

enclosed  in  so  small  and  compact  a 

package.  He  married  Mary  Ann,  a 
daughter  of  Mosely  W.  Abell.  He  was 
the  brother  of  Otis  Stillman,  who  for 

many  years  was  also  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  village.  In 
1841  Rev.  Charles  L.  Hequembourg,  the 
father  of  Charles  E.,  became  pastor  and 

continued  to  discharge  its  duties  until 
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1846.  He  was  a  broad-minded,  liberal 

and  original  thinker  and  an  able  preach- 
er and  writer. 

The  Methodists. — A  Methodist  Epis- 
copal class  was  formed  about  1833.  The 

service  was  first  held  in  the  school- 

house,  later,  over  Parson's  wagonshop. 
Before  the  Civil  War  the  church  was 

ministered  by  Revs.  Wright,  Johnson, 
Osborne,  Warren  and  Tibbitts.  Under 

the  latter  a  church  was  built  in  1858. 
The  Erie  Railroad. — Walter  Smith  so 

stimulated  the  settlement  of  Dunkirk 

that  by  1830  it  population  is  believed 

to*  have  increased  from  fifty  to  over 
three  hundred  people.  The  defeat  of 

the  State  Road  by  the  Legislature  of 

1826  was  the  beginning  of  the  agitation 
of  the  subject  of  a  railroad  through  the 
southern  tier  of  counties.  Mr.  Smith 

was  one  of  the  first  projectors  of  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  and  in  its 

incipient  stages  the  leading  and  most 

efficient  man  in  the  state  to  promote 

it.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  win- 

ters of  1831  and  1832  in  Albany  bring- 
ing the  importance  of  the  road  to  the 

attention  cf  the  Legislature.  It  was 

largely  through  his  efforts  that  the  road 

was  chartered  April  24,  1832.  Through 

his  influence  a  clause  was  incorporated 
in  the  charter  requiring  the  running  of 
a  certain  number  of  trains  into  Dunkirk 

daily,  thus  securing  to  it  permanently 

and  beyond  contingency  the  benefit  of 
the  road.  The  wisdom  of  this  provision 
is  now  apparent.  There  were  then  but 
five  thousand  miles  of  railroad  in  the 

whole  world,  yet  Mr.  Smith  saw  with  a 

remarkable  clearness  of  vision  the  revo- 
lution in  business  that  railroads  were 

to  make.  At  a  meeting  of  the  project- 

ors he  said  that  "the  day  would  come 
when  cattle  fattened  in  Indiana,  Illinois 

and  Ohio  would  be  brought  to  the  New 

York  Market."  His  prediction  was  de- 
rided at  the  time  as  visionary. 

Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  of  James- 

town was  also  one  of  the  first  citizens 

of  the  county  to  appreciate  the  import- 
ance of  a  railroad  and  one  of  the  first  to 

make  an  active  effort  to  accomplish  it. 

He  addressed  a  meeting  held  at  James- 
town September  20,  1831,  of  which 

Judge  Elial  T.  Foote  was  chairman,  at 
which  it  was  resolved  that  application 
should  be  made  to  the  Legislature  for 
a  charter.  This  was  the  first  public 
movement  made  in  reference  to  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad.  It  was 

through  his  efforts  that  the  important 

provision  was  incorporated  in  its  char- 
ier that  the  termination  of  the  road  at 

Lake  Erie  should  be  at  some  point  be- 
tween the  Cattaraugus  Creek  and  the 

Pennsylvania  line. 

The  preliminary  survey  of  the  Erie 

Road  was  made  in  1832  by  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton, Jr.  One  million  dollars  of  stock 

was  required  to  be  subscribed  before  the 

company  could  be  organized.  The  sub- 
scription of  William  G.  Buckner  com- 

pleted the  required  amount  and  the 
company  was  organized  in  July,  1833. 
Eleazer  Lord  of  New  York  was  chosen 

the  first  President  and  William  G.  Buck- 
ner Treasurer.  Benjamin  Wright  was 

appointed  to  survey  the  route  of  the 

road.  He  was  assisted  by  James  Sey- 
mour and  Charles  Ellet.  The  survey 

was  completed  in  1834.  In  1835  the 

company  was  organized  and  forty  miles 

put  under  contract. 

Newspapers. — The  "Chautauqua  Ga- 
zette" was  the  first  newspaper  published 

in  the  county.  In  1826  it  was  united 

with  the  "People's  Gazette."  It  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Null  to  Dunkirk  in  1826 
and  was  the  first  newspaper  published 
there.  In  a  few  months,  however,  it 

was  removed  to  Westfield.  The  "Chau- 

tauqua Whig"  was  the  first  permanent 
newspaper  published  in  Dunkirk.  Its 
publication  was  commenced  in  August, 

1834,  by  Thompson  and  Carpenter. 
Afterwards  its  name  was  changed  to  the 
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"Dunkirk  Beacon."  Probably  suggest- 
ed by  the  beacon  at  the  entrance  of  the 

harbor. 

Walter  Smith  and  the  Loder  House. 

— Walter  Smith  in  1833  sold  his  half  in- 
terest in  the  Dunkirk  Company  to  New 

York  City  people  at  a  large  profit  and 
for  less  than  half  the  sum  he  received 

he  bought  of  the  company  the  other 
half.  In  1835  he  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  Loder  House  and  it  was  so  far 

completed  as  to  be  covered  by  a  roof 

the  next  year.  It  was  built  of  brick  and 
stood  on  the  south  side  of  Third  Street 
and  on  the  west  side  of  Central  Avenue. 

It  was  intended  as  a  hotel  and  was  by 

far  the  largest  and  most  imposing  build- 
ing built  in  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Smith  built 

the  first  gristmill  there.  He  conducted 

the  water  from  Canadaway  Creek  three 
miles  through  a  race  way. 

Walter  Chester,  an  active,  intelligent 
and  prominent  business  man  moved  to 

Dunkirk  in  1835.  He  was  born  in 

Weathersfield,  Connecticut,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1804.  He  became  a  clerk  of  Mr. 

Ten  Eyck  of  Cazenovia,  New  York. 
Afterwards  he  removed  to  Sinclairville 

and  established  there  a  general  store 
with  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  under  the  firm  name 

of  Walter  Chester  &  Company.  He 
accumulated  fourteen  thousand  dollars 

at  Sinclairville.  He  came  to  Dunkirk, 

invested  largely  in  real  estate  and  lost 
it  all  in  the  crash  of  1837.  He  removed 

tO'  Erie  in  1843. 
Henry  Severence  came  from  Madison 

County  in  1835.  He  remained  there  but 

a  short  time.  In  1851  he  returned  and 
made  Dunkirk  his  permanent  home. 

He  was  an  intelligent  and  observing 
man,  a  sterling  citizen  with  a  rugged 
sense  of  honor.  Besides  other  literary 

contributions  he  prepared  numerous  in- 
teresting and  valuable  articles  relating 

to  the  history  of  the  town  published  in 
the  Lake  Shore  Observer  to  which  I 

am  indebted  for  many  facts  here  relat- 

ed. He  left  two  children,  Harriet  (Mrs. 

E.  M.  Lucas)  and  Emma  H.,  Principal 
of  the  Intermediate  Department  of 
School  Number  2. 

Schools  and  the  Marine  Insurance 

Company. — It  was  while  Dunkirk  was 
part  of  District  Nine  of  the  Town  of 
Pomfret  that  its  first  schoolhouse  was 

built.  This  building  stood  near  the  rear 

of  the  Lake  Shore  Bank.  It  was  after- 
wards fitted  for  a  dwelling  by  Royal 

Tift.     A  brick  schoolhouse  was  built 

HENRY  SEVEKKNCE. 

about  the  year  1827.  In  May,  1837, 

Dunkirk  Academy  was  incorporated. 

The  following  named  persons  were  its 
first  Trustees :  Ezra  Williams,  Ernest 

Mullett,  James  Van  Buren,  George  A. 

French,  David  McDonald,  Horace  Pem- 

berton,  Levi  Parsons,  Timothy  Still- 
man,  Walter  Smith,  William  Mellen, 
Walter  Chester  and  C.  H.  S.  Williams. 

Its  first  Principals  were  Abner  Taylor, 
Ebenezer  R.  Thompson  and  Timothy 
Stillman.  The  brick  schoolhouse  was 

used  for  the  Academy  building.  Twelve 
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years  later  its  property  having  been 

conveyed  to  the  Union  School  District 
it  became  the  Academic  Department  of 

the  Union  School.  This  year  the  Ma- 

rine Insurance  Company  was  incorpor- 
ated. 

Census. — By  the  census  of  1835  Dun- 

kirk contained  a  population  of  six  hun- 
dred twenty-eight,  of  which  three  hun- 

dred fifty-four  were  males  and  two  hun- 
dred seventy-four  females,  an  increase 

of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent,  since  the 
census  of  1830.  Fredonia  in  1835  had 

nine  hundred  fifteen  inhabitants.  By 

this  census  it  appears  that  there  were 

eighty  more  males  than  females  in  Dun- 

M.  W.  Abell,  John  and  Charles  Beggs, 

John  Bond,  Joseph  Bristol,  James  Brig- 
ham,  N.  M.  Capron,  Walter  Chester. 
George  R.  De wight  (a  lake  Captain  who 
sailed  the  William  Penn),  Noah  Draper, 

George  A.  French,  Wilbur  Gifford,  Jos- 

eph B.  Hall,  Edward  Keys,  John  Lang- 
don  (a  tanner  and  prominent  and 

wealthy  man),  David  McDonald,  Jon- 
athan Monroe,  Horace  Pemberton,  Levi 

Parsons,  John  Sisson,  B.  W.  Stockton, 

Walter,  Chauncey  and  Josiah  Smith, 
Otis  Stillman,  E.  R.  Thompson,  Royal 

Tift,  H.  R.  and  James  Van  Buren,  Ezra 
Williams. 

Among  the  Democrats  were  the  fol- 
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kirk,  a  remarkable  preponderance,  which 

principally  accounts  for  the  large  vote 
given  at  the  Presidential  election  in  1836 
when  Martin  Van  Buren  was  elected 

President.  One  hundred  ninety-three 
votes  were  then  cast  in  the  territory 

now  comprising  the  Town  of  Dunkirk, 

of  which  twenty-nine  were  Democrats 

and  one  hundred  sixty-four  Whigs. 
From  memorandum,  made  at  the  time 
of  those  who  voted  at  this  election 

we  are  not  only  able  to  learn  the 
names  of  some  of  those  who  were 

at  that  time  citizens  of  Dunkirk, 

but  their  political  faith  also.  The  fol- 
lowing well  known  citizens  were  Whigs : 

lowing:  Sampson  Alton,  Lysander 

Brown,  Levi  Brownell,  W.  L.  Carpen- 
ter, John  J.  Cassety,  J.  H.  Dickenson, 

Edmund  and  Abraham  Day,  Adam  Fink, 
Ernest  Mullett,  Patrick  Moore,  Return 

Tabor,  Andrew  Wood,  Daniel  Frazer. 
At  that  time  elections  were  held  three 

days  in  succession  and  the  Election 
Board  travelled  from  one  polling  place 

to  another.  At  the  succeeding  Presi- 
dential election  held  in  1840,  when  Har- 

rison was  elected  President,  according 

to  Henry  Severance  but  fifteen  Demo- 
cratic votes  were  polled,  among  them 

Adam  Fink  and  John  I.  Cassety;  a 

marked  contrast  with  the  political  com- 
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plexion  of  Dunkirk  a  few  years  later. 
There  were  others  not  in  this  list  of  an- 

cient voters  that  have  not  heretofore 

been  mentioned  who  were  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town,  whose  names 

rightly  should  appear  in  the  annals  of 
those  early  days. 

Dunkirk  Prosperous. — Dunkirk  now 
had  reached  the  highest  degree  of  pros- 

perity that  it  was  to  enjoy  for  many  a 

year,  chiefly  due  to  one  able,  self-reliant 
and  unassuming  citizen  who  never  held 

a  public  office  higher  than  Pathmaster. 
Walter  Smith  did  more  in  his  day  to 

build  up  his  town  and  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  the  county  than  any  other  citi- 

zen. Of  him  it  has  been  said  that  "no 
man  in  the  state  was  his  superior  in 

planning,  forecasting  and  executing 

grand  business  operations."  He  died 
September  21,  1874.  His  children  were 
Mary,  who  married  John  M.  Barbour, 

late  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  of  New  York;  Kate  E.  M.,  Walter 
C,  Sarah  and  Cornelia. 

Incorporated  as  a  Village. — The  pop- 
ulation of  Dunkirk  had  so  increased  in 

1837  that  it  was  incorporated  as  a  vil- 
lage. It  had  now  become  a  flourishing 

town,  one  of  the  three  largest  in  the 

county.  Jamestown  at  this  time  de- 
pended upon  its  lumber  and  other  man- 

ufactories for  its  importance.  Fredonia 

upon  its  trade  and  mercantile  advan- 
tages, while  the  expectations  of  Dunkirk 

were  based  upon  its  harbor,  the  com- 
merce it  was  to  bring,  and  the  great 

railroad  soon  to  terminate  there. 

IV. 

Years  of  Adversity. 

The  Abandoned  Railroad  Track. — In 
1836  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  a 
loan  to  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  of 
three  million  dollars.  The  Comptroller 
was  directed  to  issue  state  stock  to  that 

amount.  Judge  R.  P.  Marvin  was  at 
that  time  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 

and  took  an  active  part  in  securing  the 
assistance  of  the  state.  This  large  sum 

was  expended  yet  the  road  was  not 

completed  and  work  had  to  be  suspend- 
ed. Fourteen  miles  were  graded  from 

Dunkirk  easterly,  extending  south  of 
the  present  line  into  Arkwright.  Relics 

of  these  wasted  efforts  may  still  be  seen 
in  the  remains  of  cuts  and  fills  that 

mark  the  heavy  grades  of  the  old  route 

up  the  ridge  to  reach  the  headwaters  of 
the  Conewango.  Walnut  Creek  still 
flows  through  an  old  and  substantial 
culvert  at  a  place  in  Arkwright  called 
the  Abbey,  built  nearly  seventy  years 

ago.  Six  or  eight  miles  of  rails  were 

actually  laid  on  this  track  from  Dun- 
kirk along  Railroad  Avenue.  Long  be- 
fore the  whistle  of  a  locomotive  was 

heard  in  the  county  this  piece  of  road 

was  made  use  of  by  Dunkirk  excursion 

parties.  Flat  cars  provided  with  ex- 
temporized brakes,  hauled  up  by  horses 

to  its  termination  would  run  back 

to  Dunkirk  of  their  own  weight.  Two 

cars  provided  with  temporary  seats  were 
filled  with  Dunkirk  people  on  the  Fourth 

of  July,  1845,  and  the  day  enjoyed  in  this 
unique  way.  The  ties  at  length  went 
to  decay  and  the  track  was  abandoned. 
The  old  forsaken  way  became  a  trysting 

place  for  young  people  where  the  whip- 
por-will,  a  bird  now  almost  extinct  in 
Chautauqua  County,  might  once  have 

been  heard  "reciting  the  ballad  of  its 

griefs"  in  the  dusk  of  warm  summer 
evenings.  Another  well  remembered 

gathering  place  of  those  days  was  a 

sulphur  spring  on  Front  Street,  not  far 
from  the  great  poplar  tree,  which  is  said 
to  have  sprung  from  a  riding  whip  once 

carelessly  stuck  in  the  ground.  To  this 

copious  spring  young  and  old  would 
come  at  the  close  of  pleasant  summer 

days  and  Sunday  afternoons,  to  taste 

its  waters  ;  but  more  to  exchange  friend- 
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ly  greetings  and  to  pass  the  time  in 
pleasant  gossip.  There  are  many  that 

still  remember  it,  welling  np  within  its 

rude  curb  of  plank-  and  the  handy  dip- 
per that  hung  by  it. 

A  Time  of  Adversity. — The  long  de- 
lay in  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Road 

of  itself  would  have  most  disastrously 

affected  the  prosperity  of  Dunkirk,  even 
had  not  a  still  greater  calamity  befallen 

it.  The  period  immediately  previous  to 

1837  na(l  been  one  of  apparent  pros- 
perity, and  business  men  of  the  country 

had  traded  extensively  upon  credit. 
People  of  all  classes  had  embarked  in 

wild  speculations,  particularly  in  real 
estate.  There  was  a  great  demand  for 
corner  lots  and  favorable  sites.  Cities 

were  laid  out  along  the  lake  wherever 

there  was  a  harbor.  Almost  every  vil- 
lage was  affected.  As  Dunkirk  was  to 

be  the  termination  of  the  Erie  Railroad 

it  became  an  unusually  promising  field 
for  speculation.  The  crisis  came  in  the 

spring  of  1837.  The  mercantile  fail- 
ures in  New  York,  in  the  months  of 

March  and  April  of  that  year,  amounted 
to  over  one  hundred  million  dollars.  In 

New  Orleans  failures  to  the  amount  of 

twenty-seven  million  dollars  took  place 
in  two  days.  All  the  banks  in  New 

York,  and  in  the  whole  country,  sus- 
pended specie  payment.  Upon  Dunkirk 

the  calamity  fell  heaviest.  "Unmerciful 
disaster  followed  fast  and  followed  fast- 

er." The  town  seemed  prostrated  be- 
yond all  hope  of  recovery.  The  credit 

of  almost  every  business  man  was  blast- 

ed. Walter  Smith,  upon  whom  the  for- 
tunes of  Dunkirk  rested,  was  over- 

whelmed in  the  common  fate.  Fifteen 

notices  of  mortgage  foreclosures  ap- 
peared in  the  Fredonia  Censor  of  No- 

vember 8,  1837,  and  twenty-nine  filled 
'he  columns  of  the  Dunkirk  Beacon  of 

March  30,  1841,  evidences  of  the  reck- 

oning that  followed  the  speculations  of 
1836.     From  this  period  forward  until 

the  Erie  Railroad  approached  comple- 
tion but  little  effort  was  made  in  Dun- 
kirk to  recover  its  prestige.  Like  many 

an  oil  borough  where  the  wells  had 
failed,  or  western  town  that  fortune  had 

abandoned,  it  fell  into  decay.  Its  com- 
merce nearly  left  it.  Steamboats  only 

stopped  there  to  wood  up.  At  length 
the  docks  and  warehouses  went  out  of 

repair,  their  planks  and  timbers  rotted. 
Dwelling  houses  became  dilapidated ; 
the  doors  and  windows  of  the  vacant 

ones  broken.  For  thirteen  years  the 
great  unfinished  Loder  House  was  the 

home  of  bats  and  owls.  Washington 

Square  was  given  up  to  pigs,  geese  and 
ducks.  When  I  was  a  boy,  attending 

the  Fredonia  Academy,  I  sometimes 

visited  the  old  dilapidated  town  of  Dun- 
kirk. The  highway  from  Fredonia  was 

lined  with  stumps  and  was  but  little 
traveled.  In  some  seasons  of  the  year 

travel  there  was  impossible  on  account 

of  the  mud.  Long  piles  of  steamboat 
wood  lined  the  road  and  loaded  the 

wharves  of  Walter  Smith  and  John 

Beggs.  Rickety  sidewalks  and  tottering 
old  rookeries  bordered  Front  and  Cen- 

ter Streets.  The  village  cows  ran  free 

in  all  the  streets  and  ranged  without 
restraint  over  the  unfenced  lots  to  the 

adjacent  woods,  each  one  wearing  a 
bell  to  denote  her  whereabouts.  The 

typical  cow  of  those  days  and  indeed 
for  many  a  year  thereafter,  according 
to  an  old  resident  of  Dunkirk,  lived  by 
breaking  into  gardens  in  the  summer 

time  and  robbing  farmers'  sleighs  in  the 
winter.  Her  chequered  career  and 

tragic  fate  is  thus  described  by  Eugene 
Hayes : 

The  hue  of  her  hide  was  a  dusky  brown; 
Her  body  was  lean  and  her  neck  was  slim ; 

One  horn  turned  up  and  the  other  down; 
She  was  keen  of  vision  and  long  of  limb; 

With  a  Poman  nose  and  a  short,  stump  tail, 
And  ribs  like  the  hoops  of  a  home  made  pail. 

Many  a  mark  did  her  body  wear; 
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She   had   been   a  target  for   all  things 
known ; 

On  many  a  scar  the  dusky  hair 
Would  grow  no  more  where  it  once  had 

grown ; 
Many  a  passionate  parting  shot 
Had  left  on  her  hide  a  lasting  spot. 

Many  a  day  had  she  passed  in  the  pound 

For  helping  herself  to  the  neighbor's  corn; 
Many  a  cowardly  cur  and  hound 
Had  been  transfixed  on  her  crumpled  horn; 

Many  a  teapot  and  old  tin  pail 
Had  the  village  boys  tied  to  her  old  stub  tail. 

******** 

The  mosses  grew  on  the  garden  wall, 
The  years  went  by  with  their  work  and 

play ; 
The  boys  of  the  village  grew  strong  and  tall 
And  the  grey-haired  farmers  passed  away, 

As  one  by  one  the  leaflets  fall — 
But  the  highway  cow  outlived  them  all. 

All  earthly  creatures  must  have  their  day, — 
And  some  must  have  their  months  and 

years, — Some  in  dying  will  long  delay, — 
There  is  a  climax  to  all  careers, 

And  the  Dunkirk  cow  at  last  was  slain 
In  running  a  race  with  a  railway  train. 

We  quote  these  lines  to  give  "just  a 
swatch"  of  Dunkirk's  old  time,  slip  shod 
ways.  Her  forsaken  and  dilapidated 

condition  made  her  name  a  by-word  for 
many  a  day,  though  not  on  account  of 
lack  of  virtue  or  energy  in  her  citizens, 

for  they  averaged  in  all  respects  with 

the  people  of  any  community  in  the 
county.  The  town  was  the  victim  of  a 
situation.  Her  residents  had  invested 

much  in  real  estate  and  had  become 

otherwise  so  closely  identified  with 
her  fortunes  as  to  be  compelled  to 

stay  there,  and  now,  by  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, they  found  themselves  with- 

out occupation  or  prospects.  They 

could  only  await  with  stoicism  the  abate- 
ment of  the  storm  and  the  coming  of 

the  railroad  so  long  delayed.  Mean- 
while a  sleepy  air  hung  over  the  town 

and  grass  grew  in  its  streets. 

The  Ice  Ship. — Notwithstanding  this 
period  of  inactivity  Dunkirk,  situated  on 

the  shore  of  a  great  lake,  was  not  with- 
out incidents  of  interest.  The  winter 

of  1836  and  1837  was  unusually  long 
and  severe.  The  Western  Trader,  a 
schooner  loaded  with  corn  and  oats, 

left  Detroit  in  the  fall  of  1836,  was 

frozen  in  in  the  upper  part  of  the  lake, 

drifted  down  and  lay  for  six  weeks  in 
a  mass  of  ice  off  Dunkirk.  She  was 
watched  with  interest  from  the  shore 

and  was  called  the  "Ice  Ship."  She  and 
her  crew  were  not  released  from  their 
fetters  until  nearly  June,  1837. 

Patriot  War. — In  February,  1838, 

during  the  Patriot  War,  United  States 

troops,  under  General  Worth,  were  sent 
up  Lake  Erie  on  the  steamboat  Robert 

Fulton  to  break  up  the  "Hunters' 
Lodges,"  as  they  were  called,  then  be- 

ing organized  to  promote  the  cause  of 
the  Patriots.  They  stopped  on  their 

way  at  Dunkirk,  sent  a  detachment 

against  a  Hunters'  Lodge  organized  at 
Fredonia  and  captured  and  removed 

the  arms  and  military  supplies  stored 
there. 

Lake  Disasters. — The  burning  of  the 

"Washington  in  1838  off  Silver  Creek, 
(see  Vol.  I,  page  143),  and  other  dis- 

asters that  happened  in  early  days  upon 

the  lake  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunkirk 

came  near  to  and  deeply  affected  its 
citizens.  The  waters  of  Lake  Erie  are 

the  shallowest  of  the  five  great  lakes, 
they  are  consequently  subject  to  choppy 

seas  which  render  them  dangerous  for 

navigation.  But  few  parts  of  the  ocean 
have  such  a  record  of  shipwrecks.  In 

1763,  a  storm  wrecked  the  boats  of 

Major  Wilkins  when  on  his  way  to  re- 
lieve Detroit,  then  besieged  by  the  In- 
dians and  seventy  of  his  men  perished. 

The  next  year  General  Bradstreet  set 
out  from  Detroit  after  raising  the  siege. 

His  boats  were  wrecked  and  many  of  his 

soldiers  drowned.    From  that  time  un- 
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til  the  loss  of  the  Dean  Richmond  with 

all  on  board  off  Van  Bureti  in  1893,  the 

part  of  Lake  Erie  bordering  on  Chau- 
tauqua County  has  a  record  of  many 

disasters  of  which  Dunkirk  has  been 

a  witness  and  in  which  she  has  suffered 

the  loss  of  many  of  her  citizens.  The 
wreck  of  the  Passaic,  of  the  Golden 

Fleece  and  the  Oswego,  with  the  ac- 
companying loss  of  life,  all  happened 

in  the  vicinity  of  Dunkirk  and  are  fresh 

in  the  memory  of  its  citizens.  These 

tragic  incidents  are  chronicled  in  other 

parts  of  this  history. 

Burning  of  the  Steamboat  Erie. — On 
the  9th  of  August.  1 841,  occurred  the 

greatest  disaster  that  had  ever  hap- 
pened on  western  waters.  The  palatial 

steamboat  Erie,  the  finest  on  this  lake, 

owned  by  Charles  M.  Reed  of  Erie, 

Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  Captain 

Titus,  was  burned  at  night  in  plain  view 
of  the  Harbor  of  Dunkirk,  some  account 

of  which  has  been  given  in  this  history 

(Vol.  I.  pages  143  and  144).  The  Erie 

left  Buffalo  with  a  large  number  of  pas- 
sengers,  including   one   hundred  fifty 

Swiss  immigrants,  and  also  many  excur- 
sionists. After  supper  the  deck  was 

cleared  for  dancing.  W  hile  the  band 

was  playing  and  the  dance  in  progress 
the  boat  caught  fire  from  a  carboy  of 
varnish  that  had  been  improperly  placed 

on  the  deck.  In  an  instant  the  newly 

painted  and  varnished  vessel  was  en- 
veloped in  flames.  Many  passengers 

jumped  overboard,  others  perished  in 
the  burning  boat,  but  few  reached  the 
shore.  Fuller,  the  wheelman,  stood  at 

his  post  and  kept  the  vessel  headed  for 
the  shore  until  he  was  burned  alive. 

The  people  of  Dunkirk  were  gathered 
at  the  landing  and  upon  the  shore 
where  they  witnessed  the  appalling 

scene.  In  the  brilliant  light  of  the 

flames  they  could  see  the  frantic  strug- 

gle for  life.  They  saw  their  fellow  be- 
ings perishing  without  power  to  save. 

They  did  not  soon  forget  that  fearful 

night.  Two  hundred  forty-nine  per- 
sons, including  the  Swiss  immigrants, 

lost  their  lives  in  the  disaster.  For  two 

weeks  and  more  bodies  from  the  burned 
boat  continued  to  float  ashore.  Thev 

^Destruction  of  the  steamboat  Erie,  off  Silver  Creek.  Lake  Erie,  on  the  evening  of  Monday  the  yth  of  August 
1841,  when  over  "^00  human  beings  perished  in  the  dreadful  conflagration.  1 
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were  buried  tinder  the  direction  of  W. 

W.  Brig-ham,  who  was  the  Coroner  of 
the  county  at  the  time  ;  many  at  Dun- 

kirk and  some  in  other  places. 

Lake  Storms. — In  October,  1844,  oc- 
curred one  of  the  most  terrific  storms 

ever  known  on  the  lake.  The  water  at 

Dunkirk  raised  to  a  remarkable  height. 

The  wharves  and  storehouses  at  Cen- 
ter and  Buffalo  Streets  were  washed 

away  and  the  merchandise  scattered 

along  the  shore.  The  winter  stock  of 
goods  of  several  merchants  of  Warren, 

Pinegrove  and)  Sinclairville  were  d'e- 
stroyed.  The  water  rose  far  up  Buffalo 
Street.  Buildings  were  washed  from 

their  foundations.  The  steamboat  Chau- 

tauqua, when  the  storm  abated,  was 
found  011  the  shore  fifty  rods  from  the 

lake.  This  tempest  was  even  more  fear- 
ful and  destructive  in  Buffalo.  In  a 

storm  that  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1847 

five  steamboats  were  driven  ashore  be- 
tween Erie  and  Buffalo.  A  terrific 

storm  also  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1862 

in  which  many  vessels  were  wrecked. 

The  Canadian  brig,  John  Young,  was 

carried  by  the  waves  clear  over  the 
breakwater  at  Dunkirk  Harbor,  and 

beached  high  and  dry  on  the  shore  in 
the  village. 

Loss  of  the  Jersey  City. — The  loss  of 
the  propeller  Jersey  City  was  another 

disaster  severely  felt  and  long  remem- 
bered by  the  citizens  of  Dunkirk.  She 

was  wrecked  off  Long  Point  Novem- 
ber 27,  i860.  Captain  Simeon  Monroe 

and  many  of  her  crew  were  residents 

of  Dunkirk.  Of  the  twenty-three  per- 
sons on  board  eighteen  were  drowned 

or  frozen  to  death.  Five,  after  great 
suffering  from  the  cold,  were  saved. 

Captain  Monroe  although  badly  frozen, 

survived.  Other  disasters  of  deep  con- 
cern to  the  people  of  Dunkirk,  in  which 

there  was  a  loss  of  life,  have  often  oc- 
curred on  the  lake. 

Fredonia    vs.    Dunkirk. — When  the 

great  financial  storm  had  blown  over 
and  when  it  became  certain  that  the 

Erie  Road  was  to  be  built,  and,  as  the 

work  neared  its  consummation,  evi- 
dences of  life  again  began  to  appear 

in  Dunkirk  and  business  to  be  resumed. 

People  began  to  gather  there  once 
more.  There  were  signs  of  preparation 

and  an  air  of  expectancy  as  if  some 
great  event  was  about  to  happen.  A 

strong  rivalry  then,  and  for  some  years 

after  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road, existed  between  Fredonia  and 

Dunkirk.  This  jealousy  was  without 

reason,  for  what  prosperity  came  to  one 

clearly  benefited  the  other.  The  vil- 
lagers entertained  no  high  opinion  of 

each  other.  A  Fredonian  would  deris- 

ively inquire  of  a  Dunkirker  when  he 
would  expect  the  railroad  would  come, 

and  if  he  thought  the  water  was  increas- 
ing in  depth  in  the  Harbor  of  Dunkirk, 

which  he  would  call  "Chadwick's  Bay." 
The  Dunkirker,  in  retaliation,  would 

call  Fredonia  "Pomfret  Town  Corners." 
Fredonia  favored  the  building  up  of  V an 

Buren  as  a  rival  of  Dunkirk,  notwith- 
standing the  harbor  of  the  latter  place 

was  in  every  respect  superior  to  Van 
Buren.  The  Fredonians  favored  the 
termination  of  the  New  York  and  Erie 

Road  at  the  latter  place.  A  great  city 

was  planned  to  be  built  there.  It  was 
surveyed  into  lots  and  maps  made  and 

sent  to  the  city  of  New  York  for  dis- 
tribution. Shares  of  stock  representing 

one  hundred  dollars  were  sold  for  thir- 

ty-five dollars.  In  1835  a  weekly  news- 
paper, called  the  Van  Buren  Times,  of 

which  Arba  K.  Maynard  was  the  pub- 
lisher, was  established  there.  In  1836 

a  company  was  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  twelve  thousand  dollars 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 

Fredonia  to  Van  Buren. 

Point  Gratiot. — Van  Buren  was  for  a 

while  favored  as  a  recreation  ground, 

notwithstanding  Point  Gratiot  was  one 
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of  the  most  beautiful  promontories  on 

the  lake.  Mrs.  E.  M.  H.  Edwards  says : 

"A  large  share  of  the  picturesque 
beauty  of  the  natural  scenery,  for  which 

Chautauqua  County  is  noted  is  in  and 
around  Dunkirk,  where  walks  and  drives 

in  any  direction  disclose  charming 
views  in  endless  variety.  Only  a  mile 
from  the  hotel  are  Point  Gratiot  Park, 

the  Government  Lighthouse  and  Hick- 

oryhurst,  the  latter  a  lovely  summer  set- 
tlement on  the  beach,  under  the  hick- 

ory trees  that  suggested  its  name.  A 

walk,  a  drive  or  a  boat  ride  to  Hickory- 
hurst  and  around  Point  Gratiot  and  the 

lighthouse  is  one  of  the  favorite  excur- 
sions of  Dunkirk  people  and  their 

guests." First  Bank. — In  1844  such  promise 
existed  for  the  future  business  of  the 

town  that  the  first  bank  was  opened. 

It  was  a  bank  of  issue  and  was  estab- 

lished by  A.  J.  Webb. 
End  of  the  Dunkirk  Land  Companv. 

— The  land  of  the  Dunkirk  Association 

had  been  divided  into  shares  among  its 

owners  in  T838.  Of  the  proceeds  one- 
fourth  was  to  be  given  to  the  New  York 
and  Erie  Railroad,  provided  the  road 

should  be  built  in  six  vears.  The  com- 

pany failed  in  this,  notwithstanding  the 
time  had  been  twice  extended.  When 

it  became  certain  that  the  road  would  be 

completed  the  proprietors  of  the  land 

made  a  donation  to  the  railroad  com- 

pany of  forty  or  fifty  acres  for  a  depot 
and  other  purposes.  Mr.  Smith,  after 

he  bought  out  the  Townsend  Company, 
purchased  for  the  association  about  six 

hundred  acres  of  additional  land.  After 

the  railroad  was  completed  the  proper- 
ty was  sold  and  (he  proceeds  divided 

among  the  proprietors. 

V. 

Return  of  Prosperity. 

The  Erie  Railroad  Completed. — Sep- 

tember 22,  1841,  the  Erie  Road  was 
opened  from  Piermont  to  (ioshen,  and 

June  7,  1843,  to  Middletown.  In  1845 
the  state  released  its  lien  on  the  road 

and  authorized  the  original  stockhold- 
ers to  surrender  two  shares  of  old  stock 

and  receive  one  share  of  new.  The 

road  was  opened  to  Port  Jervis  January 

6,  1848,  to  Binghamton  December  8. 

1848,  to  Owego  June  1,  1849,  t°  Elmira 

October,  1849,  anfl  to  Corning  Janu- 
ary 1,  1850,  and  now  Horatio  G. 

P>rooks,  upon  whom  the  destinies  of 
Dunkirk  have  so  often  rested,  risen 

from  the  position  of  fireman  to  the  rank 
of  engineer,  brought  his  engine,  No.  90, 
built  in  Boston  by  Hinckley  &  Drury, 

by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake 
Erie  to  Dunkirk  January  3,  185 1.  As 

if  to  announce  his  coming  to  cheer  the 
hearts  and  retrieve  the  fortunes  of  the 

people  of  Dunkirk,  he  blew  the  first 
blast  of  a  locomotive  whistle  ever  heard 

in  the  County  of  Chautauqua.  No  more 
Welcome  sound  or  sweeter  music  ever 

greeted  waiting  ears  than  the  first  wild 
scream  of  his  engine  whistle.  May  14 

of  the  same  year  the  road  was  opened 
to  Dunkirk  and  the  New  York  and  Erie 

Railroad  completed. 

The  Great  Railroad  Celebration. — 

The  great  enterprise  which  the  people 
of  Dunkirk  had  so  anxiously  awaited 

through  long  years  of  doubt  and  de- 
spondency was  at  last  consumated  and 

a  great  highway  of  travel  opened  from 
the  ocean  to  Lake  Erie.  It  was  the 

longest  railroad  in  the  world.  The  op- 
ening .of  the  Pacific  Railroad  produced 

no  greater  sensation  and  was  relatively 
an  event  of  no  greater  importance  than 

the  opening  of  the  Erie  Road  at  that 
time.  A  great  celebration  was  held  in 
Dunkirk  to  commemorate  the  event. 

Considering  the  interest  of  the  occa- 
sion, the  number  of  people  assembled, 

the  distinguished  persons  present  par- 

ticipating in  the  ceremonies,  the  inter- 
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esting  character  and  the  magnificence 
of  the  display,  it  has  never  been  equalled 

by  anything  of  the  kind  held  in  Chau- 
tauqua. 

President  Fillmore  and  his  cabinet 

and  many  other  distinguished  citizens 
of  the  nation  were  to  be  present.  The 

day  was  auspicious,  thousands  were  at- 
tracted by  the  fame  of  the  expected 

guests,  and  the  novelty  of  the  anticipat- 
ed spectacle.  The  distinguished  party 

arrived  in  New  York  from  Washington 

May  13,  1 85 1,  and  in  the  evening  at- 
tended a  banquet  at  which  Mr.  Loder, 

the  President  of  the  Erie  Road  presid- 

ed. At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  May  14  a  train  consisting  of  twelve 

passenger  cars  left  New  York  City  hav- 
ing on  board,  besides  the  eminent  party 

a  host  of  railroad  officials.  It  was  di- 
vided into  two  sections,  an  hour  apart. 

It  was  the  first  long  excursion  train  that 
had  ever  run  on  a  railroad  in  the  world. 

The  road  was  four  hundred  forty-five 

and  one-half  miles  long.  It  was  the 
first  great  trunk  line  in  the  United 
States  and  the  first  to  join  the  Great 

Lakes  with  the  ocean.  Everything  was 
provided  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure 

of  the  excursion  party  possible  at  that 
day.  An  observation  car  was  made  of 
a  flat  car  which  Daniel  Webster  used 

as  a  rostrum  for  the  delivery  of 

speeches  at  the  stations  as  they  came  to 
them  and  from  which  he  viewed  the 

scenery  of  the  road  while  seated  in  a 

rocking  chair  provided  for  his  comfort. 

The  excursion  was  a  triumphal  proces- 
sion all  the  way.  Crowds  of  people 

along  the  line  flocked  to  witness  it. 
The  train  stopped  at  Elmira  over  night 

and  did  not  leave  until  ten  o'clock  the 
next  morning.  It  was  in  charge  of  En- 

gineer Charles  H.  Sherman,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  decease,  and  for  many  years 
before,  was  a  resident  of  Dunkirk.  The 

time  made  for  so  long  and  so  new  a 
road  is  not  much  exceeded  by  the  speed 

*A  more  particular  account  of  the  speakers  and  spee 
given  in  Vol.  I,  page  150  to  154  inclusive.— O.  E. 

of  trains  at  the  present  time.  Between 

Port  Jervis  and  Narrowsburg  the  re- 
markable run  of  thirty-four  miles  was 

made  in  thirty-five  minutes.  The  two 

sections,  just  before  they  reached  Dun- 
kirk, were  made  into  one. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  excursion  party 

at  Dunkirk  it  was  welcomed  bv  every 

exhibition  of  joy  that  could  be  manifest- 
ed by  the  people  assembled.  Salutes, 

processions,  barbecues,  banquets  and 

fireworks ;  a  great  bonfire  illumined  the 

night,  the  harbor  was  filled  with  ship- 
ping, flags  and  bunting  were  everywhere 

displayed.  Among  the  distinguished 

speakers  was  Webster,  Douglass,  Sew- 
ard, Crittenden  and  Fillmore — never 

has  there  been  such  an  assemblage  of 

distinguished  men  outside  of  the  Na- 
tional Capital  since  the  government  was 

formed.* 
A  great  wooden  plow  adorned  the  ex- 

treme end  of  the  railroad  track  pointing 

westward,  emblematical  of  the  advance 
that  agriculture,  civilization  and  empire 

was  making  towards  the  setting  sun. 

Dodsworth's  Coronet  Band,  the  most 
famous  of  the  time  in  the  United  States, 

enlivened  the  day,  and  at  evening  from 
the  balcony  of  the  Loder  House  the 

strains  of  a  violin  by  some  master  hand, 
fell  sweet  and  clear  upon  the  night  air. 
To  those  assembled  at  Dunkirk  the 

event  was  one  of  extraordinary  interest 

and  every  incident  of  the  day  was  treas- 
ured in  the  memory.  The  citizens  of 

Chautauqua  County  were  quite  as  well 
informed  as  those  in  other  parts  of  the 

state,  but  were  isolated  a  long  distance 
from  railroads  and  the  cities  of  the  east. 

They  had  never  witnessed  an  exhibi- 
tion of  this  kind.  The  greater  number 

had  never  listened  to  an  orator  of  na- 

tional reputation,  or  even  seen  a  loco- 
motive or  railroad  car.  The  presence 

of  so  many  distinguished  personages, 

such  a  grand  display,  spiced  with  a 
flavor  of  the  great  metropolis  of  the 

nes  and  of  the  interesting  ceremonies  of  the  day  I  have 
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east,  and  with  all  the  airs  of  the  east 

impressed  our  unsophisticated  western 
citizens,  as  a  youth  would  be  the  first 
time  he  visits  a  theater,  or  a  child  while 
listening:  to  a  tale  from  the  Arabian 

Nights. 

The  Irish  and  Germans. — From  an 

obscure  village  struggling  against  ad- 

versity, Dunkirk  had  now  suddenly  be- 
come a  cosmopolitan  town  of  great  ex- 

pectations. Soon  after  the  road  was 

completed  the  population  of  the  place 

greatly  increased,  and  consisted  of  peo- 
ple of  many  nationalities.  The  Irish- 

men were  the  first  upon  the  ground. 

They  may  be  said  to  have  brought  the 
railroad  with  them,  for  it  was  chiefly  by 
their  labor  that  it  was  built  to  Dunkirk. 

They  were  closely  followed  by  the  Ger- 
mans. The  Irish  and  Germans  were 

not  only  strangers  to  each  other,  but 
strangers  in  a  strange  land.  The  great 

majority  of  them  were  poor  and  the 
structures  that  they  reared  at  first  for 

the  dwellings  were  cheap  and  clumsy, 
consequently,  the  streets,  architecture 

and  surroundings  of  Dunkirk  for  many 
years  were  uninviting.  As  the  greater 

part  of  the  population  were  emigrants 
they  seemed  to  give  little  promise  for 

the  future.  Time,  however,  has  proved 
that  they  were  a  substantial  people. 
Among  them  and  their  descendants 

have  been  many  worthy  and  intelligent 

citizens.  Some  are  among  the  most  re- 
liable and  enterprising  in  Dunkirk  and 

none  are  more  devoted  to  its  interests. 

These  people,  so  poor  in  the  -beginning, 
steadily  saved  their  earnings  until  a 

large  portion  of  them  became  the  own- 

ers of  their  dwelling  houses  and  places 
of  business,  and  consequently  no  place 

in  the  county  and  but  few  places  any- 
where, are  now  based  upon  a  more  solid 

foundation  than  is  Dunkirk. 

Irish  Catholics. — Dunkirk  until  1850 
was  distinctly  a  Protestant  town.  The 

Protestant  clergymen,  Revs.  Timothy 

Stillman,  Joy  Handy  and  Charles  L. 

Hequembourg,  were,  during  the  early 

years  of  Dunkirk,  among  its  most  in- 
fluential citizens.  Of  the  emigrants  who 

came  to  Dunkirk  during  the  building 

of  the  railroad  very  many  were  Catho- 
lics. Prior  to  1851  there  had  been  no 

resident  Catholic  priests  and  no  Catho- 
lic Church  in  the  county.  Rt.  Rev. 

John  Timon,  Bishop  of  Buffalo,  was  the 
first  to  visit  the  few  scattered  Cath- 

olic families  in  Chautauqua  County. 

When  their  numbers  were  sufficiently 

increased  the  Bishop  sent  them  a  mis- 
sionary priest  who  would  gather  around 

him  the  Catholics  in  some  farm  house 

and  hold  religious  services.  In  1851 

Rev.  W.  Lannon  purchased  a  small 
frame  building  for  divine  services. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road the  great  influx  of  Catholics 

to  Dunkirk  rendered  it  necessary  to 

have  increased  facilities  for  worship. 

In  July,  1852,  a  site  was  chosen  for  a 
church,  the  corner  stone  of  which  was 

laid  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Timon.  The 
church  was  opened  for  divine  service 

March  17,  1854,  and  in  November  it  was 
dedicated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Young 

of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  The  building 
was  of  brick,  large  and  spacious,  the 
architectural  design  gothic.  Its  first 

pastor  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Colgon  who 

for  nine  years  ministered  to  the  wants 

of  the  congregation,  identifying  himself 
with  it  in  all  its  spiritual  and  temporial 

prosperity.  In  18^8  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Joseph  were  brought  to  Dunkirk  by 
Rev.  Father  Colgon  to  take  charge  of 

St.  Mary's  school  and  orphanage,  and 
May  26,  1861,  the  monastery  of  St. 

Mary's  was  established. 

German  Catholics. — Many  German 
Catholics  came  to  Dunkirk  with  the 

building  of  the  Erie  Road.  They  at  first 

worshipped  with  St.  Mary's  congrega- 
tion. In  1857,  they  organized  a  society 

and   built    "St.    George's,"   a  framed 
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church.  A  separate  parish  was  formed 

in  1874  when  Father  Kolb  took  charge 

and  the  church  of  the  "Sacred  Heart" 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand 

dollars.  George  Dotterwich,  long  a 

leading  German  citizen  of  Dunkirk,  as- 
sisted liberally  in  the  building  of  these 

churches. 

Polish  Catholics.  —  No  Polanders, 
Italians,  or  Swedes,  came  to  Dunkirk 

with  the  building  of  the  Erie  Railroad. 

In  1855  there  were  but  twenty-one  Poles 
in  the  County  of  Chautauqua.  Later 
they  began  to  come  in  considerable 

numbers.  In  1875  there  were  eighty- 
five  Polish  families  in  Dunkirk.  Among 
the  early  prominent  Polanders  that 
came  were  Theodore  Weiss,  Lawrence 

Schelling,  Thomas  Boratka,  Leopold 
Smoczynski,  Valentine  Insiorski  and 

Ignatz  Spyre.  In  1875,  St.  Hyacinth's 
Roman  Catholic  Church  was  erected  by 
the  Poles  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dol- 

lars. Among  its  founders  was  Theo- 
dore Weiss  and  Rev.  Father  Carl  Lauz, 

an  earlv  pastor.  Dunkirk  had  scarcely 

an  Italian  resident  prior  to  its  incorpor- 

ation as  a  city  in  1880.* 
Episcopalians. — The  opening  of  the 

Erie  Railroad  practically  introduced  the 
Catholic  religion  into  Chautauqua 
County  and  Dunkirk  thereafter  became 

the  principal  home  of  the  people  of  that 
faith.  Not  all,  however,  who  came  with 

the  opening  of  the  road  were  Catholics. 
An  Episcopal  Society  was  organized  in 

1850  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Avery  and  two 
years  later  the  old  church  building  was 
erected.  Succeeding  Rev.  Avery  came 

Revs.  Edson,  Costello,  Kidder,  Cham- 
plin,  Raikes  and  Harris.  In  1867  a 
lot  was  purchased  on  the  corner  of 

Eagle  and  Fourth  streets  and  the  pres- 
ent church  erected  at  a  cost  of  twelve 

thousand  dollars.  The  new  church  was 
erected  under  the  ministrations  of  Rev. 
P.  P.  Kidder. 

German  Protestants. — St.  John's  Ger- 
*Further  information  respecting  the  Poles,  Italians; 

man  Evangelical  Church  was  organized 

in  1856  by  Rev.  Voight  of  Buffalo. 
Their  church  building  was  erected  two 
years  later.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 

Strauss.  The  Zion  Evangelical  Associ- 
ation was  organized  in  1865  with  nine 

members  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Bernhardt,  its 

first  pastor.  A  church  edifice  was  erect- 
ed that  year. 

Steamboat  and  Railroad  Business. — 
Before  the  months  in  which  occurred 

the  great  railroad  celebration  was  over 
the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  com- 

menced running  five  passenger  trains 
from  Dunkirk  to  New  York  daily ;  three 
were  first  class  and  two  were  recond 

class  trains.  The  fare  to  New  York  by 

the  former  was  eight  dollars,  by  the 
latter  five  dollars.  The  gauge  of  the 

road  was  originally  six  feet  which  was 

supposed  at  the  time  to  give  an  advan- 
tage over  a  narrow  gauge  in  the  ship- 

ment of  freight.  Particular  attention 

was  given  to  the  transportation  of  stock. 
The  fine  steamers  Niagara,  Queen  City 

and  Detroit  commenced  to  navigate 
Lake  Erie  in  connection  with  the  rail- 

road to  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  Detroit. 

The  fare  for  a  passage  to  the  latter  place 
was  four  dollars.  The  arrival  and  de- 

parture of  these  large  boats  and  of  oth- 
ers of  less  importance  gave  the  harbor 

a  maritime  appearance  that  it  has  never 
since  equalled. 

Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern 

Railroad. — Within  a  year  after  the  New 
York  and  Erie  Railroad  was  completed 

to  Dunkirk  another  important  railroad 

was  in  operation  which  gave  increased 

importance  to  the  place  as  a  railroad 
town.  The  Buffalo  and  Erie  Railroad 

Company  was  organized  as  early  as 

April  14,  1832.  The  route  was  surveyed 
and  located  nearly  all  the  way  to  the 

state  line,  but  as  work  was  not  com- 

menced upon  it  within  four  years  as  re- 
quired by  its  charter  the  enterprise 

failed.    This  attempt  to  build  a  road 

d  Swedes  I  have  given  in  Vol.  I,  pages  312  to  316. — O.  E. 
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along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  was  fol- 
lowed  by  the  incorporation  of  the 
Buffalo  and  State  Line  Railroad  Com- 

pany, June  6,  1849.  The  road  was 
in  a  great  measure  originated  by 

the  enterprise  of  the  people  of  Fre- 
donia  and  a  large  portion  of  its  stock 

subscribed  by  them.  It  was  at  first  lo- 
cated through  that  village  and  consid- 
erable grading  was  done  on  that  route, 

but  it  was  at  last  decided  by  the  direc- 
tors to  build  the  road  by  the  way  of 

Dunkirk.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1852, 
this  road  was  opened  from  the  state 
line  of  Pennsylvania  to  Dunkirk,  and 

on  the  25th  of  February  to  Buffalo,  with 

a  gauge  of  four  feet,  eight  and  one-half 
inches.  The  railroad  that  at  this  time 

was  being  built  from  Ohio  to  meet  this 
road  was  being  hud  with  a  four  foot 
ten  inch  gauge.  This  led  to  a  strife  for 
the  point  where  the  gauge  of  the  roads 
should  change.  The  people  of  Erie 

made  a  strong  effort  to  have  the  six-foot 
gauge  extended  to  Erie.  As  it  would 
involve  a  reshipment  of  freight  it  was 

thought  that  the  point  where  the  gauge 

should  change  would  be  of  great  busi- 
ness importance.  The  struggle  resulted 

in  what  was  called  the  "Harbor  Creek 

War"  and  the  tearing  up  of  five  or  six 
miles  of  track  in  that  town  in  Erie  Coun- 

ty, Pennsylvania,  by  a  mob.  The  war 
ended,  however, without  bloodshed.  The 

road  being  completed  from  Buffalo  to 
Erie  no  longer  was  the  traveller  obliged 

to  journey  along  the  sandy  beech  of  the 

lake,  or  plod  through  the  "Four  Mil" 
Wood"  or  the  "Cattaraugus  Swamp"  to 
reach  Chautauqua  County  from  the  east. 
By  the  subsequent  consolidations  of  the 
various  roads  between  Buffalo  and  Chi- 

cago the  Buffalo  and  State  Line  Rail- 
road finally  became  a  part  of  the  Lake 

Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway. 
From  the  first  the  business  of  this  road 

was  extraordinary.  It  soon  outstripped 

the  Erie  Road  in  importance  and  is 

now  among  the  leading  railways  in 
America. 

Withdrawal  of  the  Steamboats. — Af- 
ter other  branches  of  the  Erie  Road 

were  completed  the  line  of  the  road 

to  Dunkirk  became  of  minor  import- 
ance and  the  Erie  line  of  lake  steamers 

was  withdrawn  which  reduced  the  con- 

sequence of  Dunkirk  as  a  lake  port. 

The  Camps  and  Garibaldi. — Dunkirk 
before  the  Erie  Road  was  built  was  of 

small  importance  compared  with  James- 
town, Fredonia  or  Westfield.  It  now 

began  to  take  a  leading  place  in  busi- 
ness and  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 

county.  Among  the  earliest  industries 
that  came  to  Dunkirk  was  candle-mak- 

ing. The  brothers,  Wilson  and  Harmon 

Camp,  long  residents  of  the  Town  of 
Charlotte  had  established  a  small  man- 

ufactory of  mould  candles  at  Sinclair- 
ville.  About  1848,  they  removed  to 

Dunkirk,  built  a  larger  factory  and  en- 

gaged more  extensivelv  in  candle  mak- 
ing. An  interesting  circumstance  oc- 

curred in  connection  with  their  busi- 
ness well  known  at  the  time.  They  had 

invented  a  method  for  the  manufactur- 

ing of  candles,  for  which  thev  obtained 
a  patent,  when  the  candle  was  drawn 
out  of  the  mould  it  would  draw  after 

it  into  the  mould  the  wick  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  melted  tallow,  by  which  the 

manufacture  of  candles  was  much  short- 
ened and  cheapened.  At  this  time  the 

illustrious  Italian  patriot  Garibaldi  had 
been  banished  from  Italy.  He  came 
to  New  York  where  he  was  tendered  a 

public  reception  which  he  declined. 
During  his  stay  in  America  in  order  to 

earn  his  own  living,  with  a  true  nobility 
of  character,  he  engaged  for  a  while 
in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  candles 
on  Staten  Island.  It  is  said  that  hear- 

ing of  the  Camps  improvement  he  came 
to  Dunkirk  to  negotiate  with  them  for 

the  purchase  of  their  patent.  W  hile  in 
Dunkirk  he  was  entertained  over  night 
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by  Harmon  Camp  at  his  house  which  at 
the  time  was  one  of  the  most  important 

residences  of  the  village,  now  the  dwel- 
ling house  of  Charles  F.  White,  115  Elm 

Street.  Garibaldi  is  said  to  have  been 

pleased  with  the  Camps'  improvement 
for  making  candles,  but  no  agreement 
was  consumated  for  its  purchase.  (See 

further  Vol.  I,  page  189.)  Wilson  Camp 
afterwards  lost  his  life  by  an  explosion 
that  occurred  in  his  candle  factory. 

New  Industries  and  New  Residents. — 
Otis  Stillman  founded  the  fire  insurance 

business  in  1850.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Samuel  Gifford  in  1854.  Photography 

was  commenced  by  O.  Monroe  in  1852. 

The  Basket  Machine  Company  was  or- 
ganized by  Thomas  Flesher  in  1861  and 

other  industries  were  established. 

As  soon  as  the  Erie  Railroad  was 

completed  there  came  the  founders  of 

many  wellknown  families  of  Dunkirk, 

among  them  the  Nagle  brothers.  Sev- 
eral of  them  distinguished  as  mechan- 

ics of  the  first  order.'  During  the  Civil 
War  they  were  bridge  builders  in  the 

government  service.  Gustavus  W.  or- 
ganized and  superintended  the  railroad 

bridge  building  department.  There 
came  the  Zimmermans,  Louis  Hyle  and 

later  Charles  Weidman,  Charles  Ehel- 

ers,  George  Phillipbar,  George  Dotter- 
wich,  Wyman,  C.  E.  Koch,  Emiel  Kel- 

ler and  other  Germans.  John  Lunt 

came  in  1850  and  not  long  after  him 
Michael  McDonough,  Daniel  Toomey, 

John  Madigan,  John  W.  O'Brien,  Thom- 
as Kane,  Richard  and  Peter  Mulhol- 

land,  Michael  O'Donnell.  In  1850  came 
Arthur  Lascells,  John  Hillard  and  after- 

wards S.  D.  Caldwell,  William  T.  Cole- 
man, John  Bandirialli  and  Albert  Cobb, 

Langley  Fullager  in  1854  and  Richard 
L.  Cary  in  1856. 

Those  able  lawyers  and  well  known 

citizens,  Charles  H.  S.  Williams,  Ly- 
sander  Brown,  Ernest  Mullett,  C.  D. 

A/furry,   Francis  S.   Edwards,  W.  W. 

Holt,  came  during  these  and  some  of 
them  in  even  earlier  years,  as  did  also 

those  distinguished  physicians  Ezra 
Williams,  Dr.  Samuel  T.  Smith,  H.  M. 

T.  Smith  and  Matteson,  Dr.  Henry  A. 

Rogers,  distinguished  for  his  scientific 
investigations  and  for  his  original  views 
of  matter  and  the  laws  which  govern 
it,  came  to  Dunkirk  in  1852.  Those 

prominent  citizens,  Dr.  Julien  T.  Wil- 
liams, William  Bookstaver,  S.  M.  New- 

ton, Walter  Finkle,  Byron  Clark,  John 

Beggs,  Lee  L.  Hyde,  Richard  and  Peter 

Mulholland,  M.  J.  O'Donald,  J,  C.  Hag- 
gett,  Charles  E.  Hequembourg  and  D. 
F.  Toomey  belong  to  a  later  period  in 
the  history  of  Dunkirk. 

Singerbunds  and  Singerfests. — Prev- 
ious to  the  completion  cf  the  Erie  Road 

music  in  Dunkirk  . as  in  most  American 

communities  had  been  rudely  cultivat- 
ed. The  Germans  of  the  place  although 

plain  and  generally  poor,  were  a  law- 
abiding  people  with  civilized  tastes  and 
refined  tendencies.  In  T856  they  or- 

ganized the  Singerbund,  and  made  it  a 
permanent  institution,  where  for  many 

years  music  was  cultivated  in  a  scienti- 
fic way.  The  society  was  named  the 

Dunkirk  Germania  Verein.  Its  object 
was  the  advancement  and  cultivation  of 

song  and  social  intercourse.  Singer- 
fests were  held  by  this  with  other  so- 

cieties in  Dunkirk,  Buffalo,  Cleveland, 

Erie  and  other  important  places.  The 

society  continued  its  existence  long  af- 
ter Dunkirk  was  incorporated  as  a  city 

in  1880.  Ten  years  later  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Dunkirk  most  skilled  in  mu- 

sic organized  the  Dunkirk  Choral  Un- 
ion the  effect  of  which  was  to  develop 

from  them  the  musical  talent  of  Dun- 
kirk. 

Thu  Armory. 

In  1858,  the  armory  now  used  as  the 
city  hall  was  built  by  the  state  and  the 
next  year  dedicated. 
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The  Town  of  Dunkirk. 

In  1859,  the  town  of  Dunkirk  was 
formed  from  Pomfret.  Prior  to  its  or- 

ganization as  a  new  town  there  had 

been  no  town  meeting's  held  in  that  vil- 
lage, notwithstanding  efforts  had  been 

made  to  have  them.  Seldom  it  was  that 

a  Supervisor  was  selected  from  that  part 
of  Pomiret.  These  and  other  circum- 

stances contributed  to  produce  un- 
friendliness and  jealousy  between  the 

villages  of  Fredonia  and  Dunkirk,  long 
manifested  and  in  many  ways.  The 

Fredonians  were  charged  by  the  Dun- 
kirk people  with  being  puritanical  and 

straight  laced.  The  people  of  Dunkirk- 
were  free  and  easy  ;  they  were  inclined 

to  hold  sumptuary  laws  in  disdain  and 

were  not  very  particular  in  the  observ- 
ance of  Sunday  ordinances.  Indeed 

Fredonians  averred  that  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  Dunkirk  had  been  seen  out 

fishing  upon  the  breakwater  on  Sunday, 
a  statement  to  be  taken  probably  with 

some  grains  of  allowance.  The  strained 
relations  that  existed  between  the  adult 

population  of  the  two  villages  took  a 
more  strenuous  phase  when  the  boys 
of  one  town  happened  to  meet  those 
cf  the  other.  The  contest  that  Dunkirk 

annually  made  for  the  town  meetings 
and  finally  the  building  of  a  fence 
around  the  Dunkirk  burial  ground  at 

an  expense  to  the  Town  of  Pomfret  that 

Fredonia  thought  to  be  extravagant, 

caused  that  village  to  render  a  disgust- 
ed assent,  and  Dunkirk  was  set  off  as 

a  new  town  or  rather  was  "got  rid"  of  in 
that  way.  The  lack  of  cordiality  be- 

tween the  two  villages,  as  soon  as  Dun- 

kirk was  organized  as  a  separate  mu- 
nicipality, began  to  disappear  and  a  bet- 

ter feeling  to  grow  up,  which  has  stead- 
ily improved  to  the  present  time. 

Dunkirk  in  the  Civil  War. — In  1861 
came  the  Civil  War.  Dunkirk  was 

among  the  first  localities  in  Chautauqua 

County  to  be  seriously  admonished  of 
its  coming.  February  16,  t86i,  the 
train  which  bore  Abraham  Lincoln  on 

his  way  to  the  Capitol  for  inauguration 
stopped  at  Dunkirk  and  Lincoln  from 
his  car  which  haulted  west  of  the  Erie 

Depot  and  just  east  of  the  center  of 
Lion  street,  made  a  short  speech  to 

those  gathered  there  in  which  he  im- 
pressively referred  to  the  gathering 

storm  about  to  burst  upon  the  country. 

Dunkirk  may  also  be  said  to  have  been 
a  witness  to  the  last  great  tragedy  of 

the  war  when  the  body  of  Lincoln  was 
being  bourn  to  its  final  resting  place 
after  his  assassination.  As  the  train 

paused  at  Dunkirk  at  midnight  of  the 

27th  and  28th  of  April,  1865,  for  a  mo- 
ment to  receive  a  solemn  reception 

amidst  the  firing  of  minute  guns,  dirges 

of  music,  tolling  of  bells  and  in  the  light 
of  funeral  torches,  a  deep  and  lasting 
impression  was  made  upon  the  people 

there  assembled.  These  impressive  in- 
cidents, the  great  railroad  celebration 

and  the  debarkation  of  Lafayette  at  the 

Harbor  of  Dunkirk  in  1825,  are  the 
most  important  historic  events  in  the 
annals  of  Dunkirk. 

Dunkirk  was  not  only  the  first  town 

in  the  county  to  be  awakened  to  the 

great  danger  that  threatened  the  coun- 

try, but  the  first  to  take  action  in  sup- 
port of  the  government.  Companies 

"D"  and  "E"  of  the  Seventy-second 
New  York  Regiment  of  the  Fxcclsior 

Brigade,  the  first  organized  in  the  coun- 

ty, were  raised  in  Dunkirk,  sent  for- 
ward and  on  the  20th  of  June,  1861, 

mustered  into  service.  Less  than  two 
months  after  the  first  call  for  troops. 
Company  15,  Captain  James  M.  Brown, 
from  Jamestown,  was  mustered  in  and 
joined  the  same  regiment  a  day  later. 
Captain  Patrick  Barrett  of  Company  E 
was  the  first  man  to  enlist  in  Dunkirk 
and  one  of  the  first  soldiers  of  the  coun- 

ty to  fall  in  battle.     lie  was  mortally 
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wounded  at  Williamsburgh.  William 

O.  Stevens,  Captain  of  Company  D, 
afterwards  became  the  Colonel  of  this 

regiment  and  was  killed  at  Chancellors- 
ville.  In  the  fall  Company  H  also  from 

Dunkirk,  Captain  Stephen  H.  Doyle, 
was  mustered  in  and  joined  the  same 

regiment.  He  was  killed  in  the  Battle 

before  Richmond.  Many  other  gallant 
officers  and  men  of  the  three  Dunkirk 

companies  fell  in  the  battles  of  the  war. 

they  were  constantly  passing  to  the 
scene  of  strife,  or  returning  perhaps 
wounded  from  the  field  of  battle.  Here 

was  the  Provo-martial  headquarters, 

and  here  all  the  drafts  for  the  Congres- 
sional District  were  conducted.  The 

State  Armory  and  Arsenal,  now  the 

City  Hall,  was  the  rallying  point  of  the 
volunteers  departing  for  the  front  and 
the  place  where  some  of  the  dead  heroes 
of  the  war  lay. 

CENTRAL  AVENUE — DUNKIRK. 

In  other  regiments  and  in  other 
branches  of  the  service  were  many  of 

its  citizens  found.  The  Irish,  the  Ger- 
mans and  the  Catholics  of  Dunkirk  con- 

tributed quite  their  full  share  to  the 
ranks  of  the  army  and  suffered  quite 
their  full  share  of  its  losses  in  battle. 

During  all  the  four  years  of  war  Dun- 
kirk was  the  center  of  military  action 

in  this  Congressional  District ;  from 
there  the  troops  took  their  departure 

to  the  seat  of  war.    Through  Dunkirk 

Conclusion. — The  early  history  of 
Dunkirk  closes  with  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Road  to  Lake  Erie.  The  great 
railroad  celebration  commemorating 
this  event  marks  the  beginning  of  a  new 

era  in  the  chronicles  of  the  town  as  dis- 
tinctly as  a  mile  stone  marks  the  way. 

Before  that  event  its  inhabitants  were 

nearly  all  of  New  England  extraction, 

having  pursuits  and  characteristics  no 
different  from  the  residents  of  other 

towns  and  settlements  in  the  county. 
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With  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road came  another  class  of  citizens,  a 

large  influx  of  a  foreign  born  people 
of  various  nationalities  and  of  differing 

languages.  Poor  and  industrious,  they 
came  with  the  legitimate  purpose  of 

earning  their  bread  and  supporting  their 
families  by  the  labor  of  the  hands  and 

the  sweat  of  the  brow.  The  experi- 
ences of  history  and  the  result  in  this 

instance  proves,  that  with  opportunities 

such  as  our  country  affords  from  a  ple- 
beian ancestry  like  this  springs  enter- 

forest  as  far  on  the  other.  Deer  snuffed 
the  breezes  of  the  lake  at  Point  Gratiot 

and  found  a  safe  retreat  in  the  tangled 

thickets  of  Crooked  Brook.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  place  since  then  has  been 

at  times  slow  and  irregular,  but  towns 

of  a  rapid  growth  have  often  a  fleeting 

prosperity.  Dunkirk  has  experienced 
many  adversities  and  has  survived  them 
all.  Her  good  harbor,  superior  railroad 

facilities  and  important  manufactur- 
ing industries  are  destined  to  establish 

here  a  permanent  and  busy  town.  Be- 
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prising,  intelligent  and  substantial  com- 
munities— citizens  sure  to  understand 

and  value  our  free  institutions. 
We  have  continued  our  sketch  of 

Dunkirk  beyond  its  earliest  annals  and 

until  after  the  new  order  of  things  in- 
augurated by  the  Erie  Railroad  was 

fairly  established.  This  result  may  be 
said  to  have  been  consumated  at  the 

close  of  the  Civil  War.  Not  sixty  years 
before  that  time  Timothy  and  Luther 
Goulding  and  Solomon  Chadwick  had 

built  their  cabins  by  the  bay — a  sailless 
lake  stretched  wide  one  side  and  a  dense 

sides  these  substantial  advantages  Dun- 
kirk has  the  essentials  of  a  handsome 

and  attractive  city.  When  the  rough- 
ness of  early  surroundings  and  other 

crudities  shall  have  been  smoothed  away 
the  natural  beauties  of  her  situation  will 

appear.  xA.  gently  undilating  country, 

gradually  rising  from  the  shore  of  a 

crescent  bay,  a  town  with  public  edi- 
fices and  church  spires  rising  in  the 

midst;  cultivated  fields  around  and  the 

distant  Arkwright  hills  as  a  back  ground 
constitute  the  elements  of  a  pleasing 
landscape. 
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From  the  headlands  that  flank  the 

bay  we  have  another  view.  Here  the 
great  lake  seems  as  limitless  as  the  sea 
itself,  and  is  as  sublime  in  storm  or 

calm.  The  breakers  thunder  against  the 

rocky  sides  of  Point  Gratiot  as  grandly 
as  the  surf  beats  on  the  ocean  shore. 

In  the  clear  atmosphere  of  this  latitude 
the  western  sun  descends  into  Lake 

Erie  with  even  greater  splendor  than 
it  sinks  into  the  ocean  wave.  An  En- 

glishman, used  to  the  fogs  of  his  native 
island,  may  be  pardoned  for  thinking 
nothing  more  beautiful  than  an  Italian 
sunset,  for  he  has  never  seen  the  sun 

quench  its  fires  and  close  the  day  from 
Point  Gratiot. 

Walter  Smith,  one  of  the  donors  of 

the  park  at  Point  Gratiot,  caused  fifty 

bushels  of  hickory  nuts  to  be  planted 

there  from  which  have  sprung  a  handy 

growth  of  deep  rooted  timber,  calculat- 
ed to  withstand  the  powerful  breezes  of 

Lake  Erie.  Hickoryhurst  will  always 

be  a  reminder  of  his  considerate  and  un- 
selfish care,  to  all  who  seek  its  restful 

shades.  No  monument  could  be  reared 

upon  this  appropriate  and  beautiful  spot 
that  would  as  effectually  perpetuate  the 

memory  of  his  public  service,  as  this 
that  he  himself  has  reared. 

The  pride  of  the  people  off  Dunkirk 
in  Hickoryhurst  and  Washington  Park, 

the  public  spirit  they  evince  in  their 
schools,  their  library  and  their  public 

charities,  promise  that,  notwithstanding 
her  early  adversities  and  short  comings, 

Dunkirk  sometime  will  outstrip  her  an- 
cient rivals  and  become  one  of  the  most 

beautiful  and  cultivated  cities  of  the 
lake. 

CITY  HiLL-BDNKIHK. 



THE  BROOKS  LOCOMOTIVE  WORKS. 

BY  MARSHALL  L.  HINMAN. 

The  Brooks  Locomotive  Works  of 

Dunkirk,  Chautauqua  County,  State  of 
New  York,  was  incorporated  under  the 

General  Manufacturing  Laws  of  said 

state,  November  1 1,  1869.  The  articles 

of  incorporation,  which  were  filed  in 

the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  spec- 

ified, among  other  details,  "That  the 
number  of  Trustees  who  are  to  manage 

the  affairs  of  said  company,  is  five,  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  are  to  act 

as  such  Trustees  during  the  first  year 
are :  Horatio  G.  Brooks,  Marshall  L. 

Hinman,  William  O.  Chapin,  M.  R. 

Simons  and  John  H.  Bacon,  Jr."  "That 
the  operations  of  said  company  are  to 
be  carried  on  in  the  Town  of  Dunkirk, 

County  of  Chautauqua,  State  of  New 

York."  This  certificate  was  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Al- 

bany on  the  1 2th  day  of  November, 

1869.  Of  the  above  named  Trustees, 

who'  were  the  incorporators,  Horatio  G. 
Brooks  was  a  resident  of  Dunkirk,  New 

York,  and  Marshall  L.  Hinman,  Wil- 
liam O.  Chapin,  M.  R.  Simons  and  John 

H.  Bacon,  Jr.,  were  residents  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 

The  real  estate  and  buildings  which 

the  corporation  acquired  were  obtained 
from  Horatio  G.  Brooks,  who,  under 

date  of  October  29,  1869,  leased  for  a 

term  of  ten  years  from  the  Erie  Rail- 
way Company  the  above  mentioned 

property,  known  as  the  Dunkirk  Shops, 

where  the  railway  company  had  con- 
structed a  few  new  locomotives  and 

freight  cars,  as  well  as  repairing  same. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works 

held  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  Satur- 

day, November  13,  1869,  Mr.  Brooks 

was  elected  President  and  Superintend- 
ent of  of  the  works,  and  Marshall  L. 

Hinman,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  initial,  or  first,  order  for  locomo- 
tives was  from  the  Erie  Railway  Com- 

pany, such  order  being  for  twenty-five 
eight  wheel  type  of  engine,  six  foot 
gauge,  which  was  the  standard  gauge 
of  the  Erie  Railway  at  that  time,  and 

the  order  to  be  completed  at  the  rate 

of  two  engines  per  month. 

During  the  first  month  one  locomo- 
tive was  completed  and  also  one  during 

FIRST  LOCOMOTIVE  MADE  AT  THE 
BROOKS  LOCOMOTIVE  WORKS. 

the  month  of  December.  Twenty-seven 
locomotives  were  completed  during  the 
first  twelve  months. 

In  the  calendar  year  ending  Decem- 

ber 31,  1 871 ,  we  had  completed  forty- 
five;  and  for  a  like  period,  ending  with 

December,  1872,  we  had  completed 

seventy-three,  which  brought  our  aver- 
age up  to  six  locomotives  per  month. 

The  great  financial  panic  which  com- 
menced September  15,  1873,  seriously 

affected,  not  only  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustries, but  the  financial  condition  of 

the  entire  country,  reducing  the  volume 
of  our  business  to  such  an  extent  that 
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during  the  year  of  1874  but  six  locomo- 
tives were  completed,  and  in  1875  only 

twenty-two. 
The  Centennial  Exposition  held  in 

Philadelphia  in  1876  stimulated  all  in- 
dustries, and  the  output  of  the  Brooks 

Locomotive  Works  during  that  year  in- 
creased to  forty-seven  engines  but  the 

stimulus  of  the  Centennial  having  ex- 
hausted itself,  depression  followed,  so 

that  during  the  calendar  year  of  1877 

only  seventeen  locomotives  were  com- 
pleted, and  but  thirty-two  were  finished 

during  the  year  1878.  The  latter  part  of 

the  yeari879,six  years  after  the  financial 

tive  business,  after  so  long  a  period  of 

depression,  that  he  immediately  com- 
menced the  construction  of  new  build- 

ings and  the  purchase  of  late  and  im- 
proved machinery  to  meet  the  demands 

of  new  equipment.  This  expenditure 
was  made  in  direct  opposition  to  the 

views  expressed  by  several  of  our  rail- 
way friends  and  some  financial  men  in 

the  City  of  New  Y,ork,  but  the  wisdom 
of  the  course  which  he  pursued  was 

fully  demonstrated  before  the  end  of 
twelve  months,  as  the  entire  country 
by  this  time  was  again  prospering  and 

during  the  year  ending  December  31, 

VIEW  OF  THE  UKOOKS  LOCOMOTIVE  WOKKS  IN  1877. 

panic  of  1873,  there  were  marked  signs 
of  permanent  recovery  from  the  great 

depression  and  during  that  year  forty- 
four  locomotives  were  completed.  Dur- 

ing these  years  of  depression  contracts 

were  taken  for  locomotives,  barely  cov- 
ering the  cost  for  labor  and  material, 

in  order  that  the  works  might  be  con- 

tinued in  operation  and  the  working  or- 
ganization disturbed  as  little  as  possi- 

ble. 

Mr.  Brooks  returned  from  the  Pa- 

cific Coast  early  in  1880,  where  he  had 

been  spending  several  months  with  his 
family,  and  he  was  so  impressed  with  the 

situation  and  prospect  of  return  to  ac- 

1880,  one  hundred  locomotives  had 

been  completed  in  the  works.  In  1881 
we  increased  our  production  to  one 

hundred  and  forty-six  and  in  1882  our 
total  output  was  two  hundred  and  three. 
During  one  month  of  that  year  we 

turned  out  twenty  completed  locomo- 
tives. 

It  is  a  well  established  fact  that  de- 

pression always  follows  a  period  of  un- 
usual activity  and  this  condition  was 

realized  about  July  of  1883.  So  seri- 
ously did  it  affect  the  railroads  and  fi- 

nancial centers  that  during  the  last  six 
months  of  that  year  we  completed  only 

fortv-six    locomotives ;    only  seventy- 
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three  in  1884;  twenty-seven  in  1885; 
and  eighty-seven  in  1886.  From  that 

time  until  the  early  part  of  1893  busi- 
ness throughout  the  conntrv  was  in  a 

very  satisfactory  condition,  but  the  fi- 
nancial disturbance  which  occurred  in 

the  summer  of  1893  again  produced  a 

stagnation  of  all  business,  including  lo- 
comotive construction,  so  that  during 

the  year  1894  but  ninety  locomotives 

were  completed.  This  financial  depres- 
sion was  not  as  serious  as  the  one 

which  occurred  in  1873;  the  country  re- 

gained its  normal  condition  more  speed- 
ily, and,  in  1895  one  hundred  ninety-five 

locomotives  were  completed  and  one 

hundred  during  1896.  From  this  time, 

until  the  present,  business  has  contin- 

ued tO'  increase  and  during  the  year 
1 90 1  three  hundred  and  seventeen  loco- 

motives were  turned  out  by  the  Brooks 
Locomotive  Works. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total 
number  of  locomotives  completed  in 

each  of  the  years  from  November,  1869, 
until  January  1,  1902: 

Year.    No.  Loco's.    Year.    No.  Loco's. 

1869  (2  mo's)  2  1885  27 
1870  32  1886  87 

1871  45  1887  144 

1872  73  1888  165 
1873  68         1889  119 
1874  6         1890  194 
1875  22         1 891  226 

1876  47         1892  194 

1877  17         1893  197 
1878  32         1894  90 

1879  44  1895  125 
1880  100  1896  100 
1881  146  1897  157 
1882  203  1898  225 
1883  148  1899  294 
1884  •  73  1900  317 

1 90 1  382 

No.  of  employes,   Nov.,  1869....  376 
May,  1874.  ...  129 

"     June  15,  1901  2,255 
"     Dec.  31,  1901 .  . .  .2,613 

The  amount  of  wages  paid  to  the  em- 
ployes of  the  P>rooks  Locomotive 

Works  during  the  past  seventeen  years 

is  given  below : 

Year.    Amount.     Year.  Amount. 

'884    $204,464  19    1891  $  692,944  38 
7  88s     1 56.953  22    1892  694,828  48 

1886  356,339  67    1893  422,060  87 

1887  527,977  11  1894  387.903  28 
t888     578,036  42    1895  493.655  09 

1889  490,830  26    1896  371.596  04 

1890  717,547  07    1897  743,571  33 
1898  934,895  72 

1899  1,204,039  60 
1900  1,353,968  85 

1 90 1  1,386,636  16 

A  comparison  of  the  size  of  locomo- 
tives completed  in  1891  and  1899  pre- 
sents some  interesting  features,  par- 

ticularly showing  the  marked  tendency 

on  'the  part  of  railway  companies  for 

A  MODERN  LOCOMOTIVE. 

heavier  locomotives.  The  average 

weight  of  each  lo  omotive  completed  in 

1891  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds ;  the  average  of  the  same  in 

1899  was  two  hundred  seventy  thous- 
and, four  hundred  twelve  pounds ;  the 

average  increase  therefore  being  eighty- 

five  thousand,  seven  hundred  eightv- 

three  pounds,  or  forty-two  and  one-half 
tons  per  engine. 

It  is  eminently  proper  in  writing  up 
this  historv  that  record  should  be  made 
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of  the  several  officials  who  held  import- 
ant positions  in  the  organization. 

In  June,  1885,  Mr.  Brooks  relin- 
quished the  office  of  Superintendent  and 

J.  H.  Setchel  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion, which  office  he  held  until  August 

1,  1888.  Mr.  Brooks  continued  as  Pres- 
ident of  the  works  until  his  death,  which 

occurred  at  his  home  in  Dunkirk  April 

20,  1887.  On  the  afternoon  of  April 

19  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  re- 
maining in  an  unconscious  condition, 

excepting  at  brief  intervals,  until  his 

death,  which  occurred  about  one  o'clock 
next  afternoon.  By  his  death  was  lost 
to  the  world  as  noble  and  honorable  a 
man  as  ever  lived. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Brooks  Locomotive  Works  held  at  their 

office  in  Dunkirk,  New  York,  June  9, 

1887,  the  following  resolution  was 

passed  and  directed  to  be  inscribed  on 
the  minutes : 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  en- 

trusted the  preparation  of  an  expres- 
sion of  the  sentiments  of  this  Board 

relative  to  the  death  of  our  late  Presi- 
dent, Horatio  G.  Brooks,  the  founder 

of  these  works,  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

"We  can  add  nothing  to  the  well 
earned  fame  of  this  man,  for  his  life 

deeds  are  an  open  book,  as  a  tale  that 
is  told  and  cannot  be  forgotten  by  those 
of  us  who  survive  him  and  will  be  an 

imperishable  inheritance  to  those  who 
shall  follow,  but,  it  is  altogether  fitting 
that  we,  his  late  associates,  should  not 

only  in  accordance  with  a  time  honored 
custom,  but  acting  on  the  dictates  of 

our  hearts  and  prompted  by  our  love 
for  his  memory,  place  on  record  our 
highest  estimate  of  the  masterly  mind, 
grand  character  and  philanthropic  life 
of  our  late  President  and  friend.  There 

remains  to  his  memory  the  monument 
of  his  works,  and  to  those  to  whom  he 

was  ever  loyal  in  life  is  bequeathed  the 

paramount  duty  of  proving  our  loyalty 
to  him  dead  by  united  and  harmonious 

efforts,  to  not  only  maintain  the  pres- 
ent high  character  and  reputation  of 

these  works,  but,  acting  under  the  in- 
spiration of  his  well  known  wishes  in 

connection  with  the  same,  place  them, 

if  possible,  in  still  higher  repute,  and 
make  them  the  leader  in  locomotive 

building  of  this  country  that  the  me- 
chanical fame  of  their  founder  may  be 

thus  continued  and  increased. 

(Signed)  M.  L.  Hinman, 
R.  J.  Gross, 

Committee." Mr.  Brooks  was  succeeded  as  Presi- 

dent by  his  son-in-law,  Edward  Nich- 
ols, who,  after  four  and  one-half  years 

of  service,  died  January  7,  1892,  after 

a  brief  illness  of  pneumonia.  We  can- 
not better  record  his  ability  as  President 

of  the  works  than  to  give  a  copy  of  the 

resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  of 

Trustees  at  their  meeting  held  Febru- 
ary 13,  1892: 

"The  Board  of  Trustees  desires  to 

put  upon  its  record  a  tribute  to  the 

memory  of  their  late  associate  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works, 

Edward  Nichols,  who  died  in  Dunkirk 

on  the  7th  day  of  January  last. 

"Mr.  Nichols  became  connected  with 
the  company  as  Trustee  May  31,  1887, 

and  on  June  9  of  the  same  year  was 
elected  President  to  fill  the  vacancv 

caused  by  the  death  of  the  founder  of 
these  works,  Horatio  G.  Brooks. 

"Mr.  Nichols  at  once  acquainted  him- 
self with  the  plans  of  his  predecessor, 

and,  while  exercising  a  general  super- 
vision over  all  departments  of  the  works, 

his  special  training  led  him  to  devote 
his  time  and  energies  particularly  to 

the  important  work  of  the  maintenance, 
operation  and  increase  of  the  plant,  a 

work  for  which  he  was  peculiarly  adaot- 
ed. 

"He  was  a  man  of  indefatigable  ener- 
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gy  and  untiring  industry,  working  early 
and  late,  and  on  the  work  accomplished 

during  the  four  and  one-half  years  that 
he  had  charge  of  the  works  he  has  left 

the  impression  of  the  master  hand. 

Affable  and  easily  approached,  yet  he 
had  strong  convictions  and  fixity  of 

purpose. 
"In  the  death  of  Mr.  Nichols  we  feel 

that  the  support  of  a  strong  arm  has 
been  removed. 

"We  would  also  add  to  this  record  our 
appreciation  of  his  efforts  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  and  the  Young 

Men's  Association.  To  the  important 
public  improvements  now  under  way 

his  time  was  freely  given  and  the  as- 
sistance he  rendered  was  invaluable. 

"Dying  at  the  early  age  of  forty-one 
years,  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood, 
his  loss  to  these  works  and  to  the  city 

is  to  be  greatly  deplored.  We  believe, 
however,  that  the  influence  he  exerted 

will  be  long  felt  and  that  his  spirit  will 

live  in  the  young  men,  upon  whom  will 
devolve  the  work  that  he  has  laid 

aside." At  the  time  Mr.  Nichols  was  elected 

President  in  June,  1 897,  a  new  office  of 
Vice  President  was  created  and  Mar- 

shall L.  Hinman  was  chosen  to  fill  the 

same,  continuing  also  the  duties  ot 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  Hinman  resigned  the  office  of 

Vice  President  February  13,  1892  and 
was  elected  President  to  fill  the  vacancy 

caused  by  the  death  of  Edward  Nichols, 
which  office  he  continued  to  hold  until 

December  9,  1896,  when  Frederick  H. 
Stevens  was  made  President  and  Feb- 

ruary 13,  1892,  Robert  J.  Gross  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  Vice  President, 
made  vacant  by  the  advancement  of 

Mr.  Hinman  to  the  Presidency.  Mr. 

Gross,  prior  to  such  promotion,  had 
been  connected  with  the  works  since 

1882  in  the  capacity  of  agent,  devoting 
most  of  his  time  to  travel  among:  the 

railways  of  the  country.  A  due  amount 
of  credit  should  be  accorded  to  him  for 

the  zeal  and  fidelity  which  he  displayed 

in  this  capacity.  In  recognition  of  his 

ability1  he  was,  in  June,  1901,  elected 
Second  Vice  President  of  the  American 

Locomotive  Company  and  placed  in 

charge  of  the  Brooks  Works  at  Dun- 
kirk, New  York. 

Frederick  H.  Stevens  entered  the 

works  in  February,  1892,  shortly  after 

the  death  of  his  brother-in-law,  Edward 

Nichols,  occupying  the  position  of  As- 
sistant to  the  President.  He  was  elect- 

ed a  Trustee  of  the  works  December 

13,  1893,  and  President  December  9, 

1896,  which  position  he  filled  with 
marked  ability. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Brooks,  wife  of  the 
founder  of  the  works,  died  November 

5,  1896,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Trus- 
tees held  December  9,  1896,  the  follow- 
ing memorial  was  read  and  inscribed 

upon  the  minutes : 
"The  Board  of  Trustees  desires  to 

place  upon  its  records  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  their  late  associate,  Mrs. 

Julia  A.  Brooks,  who-  died  November 

5,  1896. "Mrs.  Brooks  became  a  member  of 
this  Board  on  the  13th  day  of  February, 

1892,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Edward  Nichols,  and  from  this 

time  until  her  sickness,  took  an  active 

interest  in  the  proceedings  of  our  meet- 

ing's and  in  the  development  and  pro- 
gress of  the  works  which  her  husband 

had  given  the  best  years  of  his  life  to 
establish. 

"Those  of  us  who  were  fortunate 
in  enjoying  close  relations  with  her, 

have  sustained  a  great  loss  in  being  de- 
prived of  the  wise  counsel  of  a  most 

intelligent  and  well  developed  mind.  In 
an  uncommon  degree  in  a  woman,  she 

possessed  that  qualification  of  being 
able  to  comprehend  business  conditions 
and  her  decisions  on  important  questions 
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were  of  much  value.  Her  consideration 

for  the  officers  and  co-workers  of  the 

locomotive  works,  her  charity  for  those 

of  the  employes  who  were  unfortunate- 
ly injured,  her  hospitality  and  elevated 

spirit  of  womanhood,  made  her  life  es- 

pecially attractive  and  useful  and  en- 
deared her  to  a  large  circle  of  friends 

and  admirers  to  whom  her  passing  awav 

has  caused  profound  sorrow." 
At  the  time  of  the  organization  of 

the  works  in  1869  David  Russell  was  a 

foreman  and  continued  in  that  capacity 

for  several  years,  being  promoted  for 

meritorious  service  January  1,  1877,  to 

Assistant  Superintendent ;  elected  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1890,  to  Superintendent,  and 

on  July  1,  1898,  to  General  Superintend- 
ent. Due  amount  of  credit  should  be 

given  this  worthy  man  for  his  zeal  in 
behalf  of  the  great  industry  which  he 

has  so  ably  assisted  in  establishing  in 
this  city. 

Theodore  M.  Hequembourg  entered 
the  employ  of  the  works  at  the  time 

of  the  organization  in  November,  1869, 

as  Time-keeper;  was  made  Cashier  No- 
vember, 1870;  was  elected  Secretary 

June  9,  1887,  which  office  he  has  filled 
with  ability  and  holds  at  the  present 
time. 

Harry  Tandy  entered  the  employ  of 

the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works  July  I, 

1886,  as  Chief  Draughtsman  and  re- 
signed November  26,  1889,  to  accept  a 

position  as  Mechanical  Superintendent 
of  the  New  York,  Ontario  &  Western 

Railway.  He  returned  to  the  works 

February  1,  1890,  and  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Superintendent  in  a 

very  acceptable  manner.  He  again  re- 

signed August  i,  1898,  to  become  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Canadian  Locomo- 

tive Works,  Kingston,  Ontario. 

Charles  J.  Carney,  employed  at  the 
present  time  as  Engineer  of  Machinery 
of  the  Brooks  Works  of  the  American 

Locomotive  Company,  entered  the  ser- 

vice of  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works 

July  5,  1872.  In  1875  was  appointed 
foreman  of  tools  and  December  19, 

1 901,  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
Machinery  which  position  he  still  holds 

in  the  Brooks  Works.  His  duty  con- 
sists in  the  maintenance  of  the  buildings 

and  machinery  and  designing  and  erect- 
ing new  buildings  and  the  installation 

of  new  machinery,  and  his  long  connec- 
tion with  the  works  makes  him  a  val- 

ued official  of  the  American  Locomotive 

Company.  His  duties  are  not  confined 
entirely  to  the  Brooks  Works  but  he  is 

frequently  called  in  consultation  and  his 
advice  sought  in  the  management  of  the 
other  works  under  the  control  of  the 

American  Locomotive  Company. 

James  McNaughton,  Superintendent 
of  the  Brooks  Works  of  the  American 

Locomotive  Company,  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works 

in  1898,  being  appointed  to  that  position 

upon  the  promotion  of  David  Russell 
to  General  Superintendent.  Prior  to 

Mr.  McNaughton's  engagement  in  the 
locomotive  works  he  had  been  employed 

for  nine  years  as  Superintendent  of  Mo- 

tive Power  and  Equipment  of  the  Wis- 
consin Central  Railway  and  several 

years  prior  to  that  time  as  Master  Me- 
chanic of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

The  excellent  mechanical  results  which 

are  accruing  to  the  American  Locomo- 
tive Company  in  the  management  of  the 

Brooks  Works  are  largely  owing  to  his 

able  management,  it  having  been  clear- 
ly demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of 

the  owners  of  the  American  Locomotive 

Company  that  the  Brooks  Works  is  the 
best  organized  and  managed  shop  in 

the  entire  Locomotive  Company,  re- 

flecting much  credit  upon  Mr.  Mc- 

Naughton, as  well  as  upon  former  own- 
ers and  managers. 

In  the  employment  of  labor  the  Brooks 

Works  is  the  fifth  in  size  of  the  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  the  State  of 
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New  York,  and  the  largest  west  of  the 

Hudson  River  except  two  shops  at 

Schenectady,  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany and  the  locomotive  works  located 

in  that  city. 

Dunkirk,  New  York,  October,  1902. 

In  making  up  the  above  history,  men- 
tion should  have  been  made  of  the  tak- 

ing over  of  the  Brooks  Locomotive 
Works  by  the  American  Locomotive 

Company  as  one  of  its  important  con- 
stituent plants.  This  occurred  in  June, 

190 r.  Two  years  later,  in  1903,  Mr. 

McNaughton  was  promoted  to  be  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  of  both  the  Schen- 

ectady and  the  Brooks  Works  of  that 
Company. 





[The  original  time  card  is  in  possession  of  the  Brooks  L,ocomotive  Works.  Note  date,  1851.  The  engineer  who 
ran  the  "Night  Express"  was  the  late  Horatio  G.  Brooks,  founder  of  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works,  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 
U.  S.  A.] 



The  Construction  of  the  Erie  Railroad  and  its  Com- 

mercial Effects  upon  the  City  of  Dunkirk. 

BY  HON.  JULIEN  T.  WILLIAMS. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Nineteenth  cen- 
tury, when  Chicago  was  but  a  hamlet,  clus- 

tered about  Fort  Dearborn  and  yet  un- 
named; when  Buffalo  was  but  a  small  town 

at  the  foot  of  Lake  Erie;  when  Detroit  was 
a  military  post  nearly  at  the  western  bounds 
of  civilization  and  summer  and  winter,  in 

the  language  of  B.  H.  Mott  in  his  "Between 
the  Ocean  and  the  Lakes,"  saw  the  poor 
emigrant,  with  his  whole  household  in  a 
hooded  wagon,  which  often  served  for  ve- 

hicle, stable  and  tavern,  moving  toilsomely 
to  the  distant  west,  or  what  was  then  called 
the  distant  west,  and  it  was  rarely  more 
distant  than  Illinois;  when  beyond  the  Mis- 

sissippi was  a  land  virtually  unknown  to 
emigration,  William  C.  Redfield  conceived 
the  idea  of  having  a  railroad  reaching  from 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  Lake  Erie.  His  first 

pl"n  was  for  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  the  Hudson  River  to  the  Mississippi, 
but  that  was  a  project  beyond  the  power 
of  his.  contemporaries  to  grasp  the  magni- 

tude of.  They  said:  "Let  us  reach  Lake 
Erie  with  our  railroad,  then  other  roads 
will  come  from  the  west  to  meet  us.  And 
other  roads  did  come  eastward,  brought 
into  existence  by  the  advance  of  the  Erie 
westward.  Then  as  the  Erie  project  took 
form  and  substance,  its  purpose  aroused  the 
east  to  action  and  Massachusetts  began  the 
pushing  of  a  railroad  westward  to  share 
in,  if  not  rule,  the  prospects  brought  to 
view  by  the  Erie  idea.  Mr.  Mott  says  that 

"if  the  building  of  the  Erie  Railroad  had 
not  been  begun  when  it  was  New  York 
City  and  Central  New  York  would  have 
been  without  railroads  for  years,  for  it  was 
the  prospective  uniting  of  the  Hudson  with 
Lake  Erie  by  such  a  railroad  that  spurred 
the  interests  between  Albany  and  Buffalo 
to  the  building  of  the  local  lines  that  were 
consolidated  as  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  soon  after  the  Erie  was  completed 

to  Dunkirk.  Boston's  connection  by  rail 
with  the  east  was  hastened  a  decade  or 
more  by  the  Erie  undertaking.    It  was  be- 

cause the  Erie  was  advancing  toward  Lake 
Erie  that  all  that  system  of  railroads  now 
known  as  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan 
Southern  came  into  existence  as  early  as 
they  did,  and  that  lines  of  railroads  from  the 
south  and  from  the  north  were  projected, 
and  their  building  was  begun  and  carried 
forward  to  meet  the  advancing  Erie  at  some 
point  along  its  route.  Thus  it  may  be  said 
truthfully  that  the  history  of  the  Erie  is 
indirectly  the  history  of  the  railroads  of 

the  country." On  July  29,  1831,  a  meeting  was  held  at 
Monticello,  Sullivan  County,  New  York,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  action  relative  to  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  commencing  at 
New  York  City  and  passing  through  the 
southern  tier  of  counties  as  far,  at  least, 
as  Elmira.  The  first  meeting  that  took  on 
shape  and  form  looking  to  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  New  York  City  to  Lake 
Erie  was  held  on  September  20,  1831,  three 
months  after  the  Monticello  meeting  allud- 

ed to  above.  This  meeting  was  held  at 

Jones'  Tavern  in  the  Village  of  Jamestown, 
Chautauqua  County,  and  the  question  of 
building  a  railroad  through  the  southern 
tier  of  counties  from  the  Hudson  River  to 
Lake  Erie  was  there  discussed.  The  lead- 

ing spirit  in  getting  up  this  meeting  was 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  then  a  young  lawyer 
of  Jamestown  and  who  afterward  became 
a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  also 
a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  In  his  work  referred  to 

above,  Mr.  Mott  says:  "Of  this  Jamestown 
meeting,  Hon.  Elial  T.  Foote,  who  was  the 
First  Judge  of  Chautauqua  County,  was  the 
Chairman.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was 
the  drafting  of  the  following  notice  by  Mr. 
Marvin,  which  was  published  in  the  Albany 

Argus,  then  the  'State  Paper,'  and  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  Southern  Tier,  such  pub- 

lication being  a  necessary  legal  proceeding 
in  those  days: 

'Railroad — Application  will  be  made  to 
the  Legislature   of  this   state   at   its  next 
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session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  in- 
corporate a  company  to  construct  a  rail- 

road from  the  City  of  New  York  through  the 
southern  tier  of  counties  and  the  Village 
of  Jamestown  to  Lake  Erie,  with  a  capital 
of  six  millions  of  dollars,  or  such  other  sum 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

September  20,  1831.' 
"This  notice  to  the  Legislature  was  prac- 

tically the   first  positive   step  toward  the 

CHANGE  OF  TIME. 

N  ew- York  &  Erie  Railroad. 
NEK.W  IIOCTK  TO  NtW  YORK  C1TV,  via  DUNKIRK 

and  llie  Erie  Railroad,  connecting,  with  first 
class  steamers  on  Lake.  Erie, the  Michigan, Cleve- 

land, Columbus  and  Cincinnati,  Cleveland  aud 
Pittsburgh,  Sandusky  and  Newark,  Sandusk) 
and  Cincinnati  Railiouds,  and  first  class  steam- 

ers on  the  Chio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  aud  the 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  canals. 

Trains  leave  Dunkirk  as  follows,  Sundays  ex- 
cepted : 

1st.  Morning  Express  Train  M  G  1-2  A.M. 
2d.    Morning  Mail  Train  at  10  A.  M. 
.'id.     ccommodaiion  (2d  clans)  at  1  1-2  P.  M. 4tll.  Express  train  leaves  at  5  j>.  in. 
5th  Express  f. alile  Freight,  leaves  at  3  a.  m. 
9th.  Way  Freight,  leaves  at  4  3  i  a.  in. 
iN.  B.  The  5  o'clock  p.  in.  train  will  -  leave  on 

Sundays  and  not  on  Saturdays. 
econd  class  pnssongers  taken  on  the  accom- 

modation train  at  1  1-2  o'clock,  p.  m.  Fare 
through  I'rom  Dunkirk  *o  IN'ew  York.  §5,00. Particular  attention  paid  to  the  -hipinent  of  live 
Stock,  and  Freight  of  every  description.  The 
gunge  being  C  feut  wide  gives  this  route  great  ad- 

vantage over  narrow  Roads,  in  the  transportation 
of  stock  and  all  other  freight. 

Freight  Tariff  distributed,  giving  full  partic- 
ulars in  regard  to  the  pfices  of  Freight. 

Fi'eitjlu  carefully  shipped  at  Dunkirk, and  each 
of  the  following  Freight" Stations,: 

Forrestville,        Liule  Valley,  Oleau, 
Dayton,  Allegany,,  Hinsdale, 
Cattaraugus,       Great  Valley,  Cuba, 

and'.all  oilier  eastern  stations  : 
C.  Ml  NOT,  Sup  '. 

HEBER  SQUIER.  Ag't. Dunkirk,  Oct.  3.  1851.  4svJn39tF 
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Wi^TERN  NEW  YORK 

REPRODCCBD  FROM  THE  OOWANDA  REPORTER, 
OCTOBER.  1851. 

project  of  building  a  railroad  between  the 

Hudson  River  and  Lake  Erie." 
In  October,  1831,  a  meeting  was  held  in 

Angelica,  Allegany  County,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  steps  in  relation  to  the  contem- 

plated railroad  from  the  City  or  County  of 
New  York  to  Lake  Erie.  At  this  meeting 
the  Hon.  Phillip  Church  made  an  address 
in  which  he  urged  the  construction  of  the 
railroad  from  New  York  City  to  that  part 
of  Lake  Erie  lying  between  the  mouth  of 

Cattaraugus  Creek  and  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  and  he  was  instructed  by  such  meeting 
to  make  application  for  a  railroad,  which 
was  published  according  to  law  and  was 
as  follows: 

"Notice  is  hereby  given  that  application 
will  be  made  to  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
meeting  for  the  passage  of  an  act  incorpor- 

ating a  company  with  a  capital  of  ten  mil- 
lion dollars  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  the  City  or  County  of  New  York 

to  that  part  of  Lake  Erie  lying  between  the 
mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek  and  the  Penn- 

sylvania line,  together  with  a  branch  of 
the  Allegheny  River,  and  also  for  the  es- 

tablishment of  a  ferry  across  such  part  of 
the  North  River  as  the  route  of  the  main 
line  of  the  railroad  may  pass  over. 

November  2,  1831." 
At  the  meeting  of  delegates  from  the 

Counties  of  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus,  Alle- 
gany, Steuben,  Tioga,  Broome,  Chenango, 

Delaware,  Otsego,  Greene,  Sullivan,  Tomp- 
kins and  Seneca,  convened  at  the  Village  of 

Owego  on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1831, 
George  Morrell  of  Otsego,  was  appointed 
President  and  D.  G.  Garnsey,  R.  P.  Marvin 
and  N.  Hacocks  were  the  representatives 
from  Chautauqua  County.  L.  A.  Burrows, 
the  delegate  from  Tioga  County,  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting 
of  one  delegate  from  each  county  repre- 

sented in  this  convention  be  appointed  to  re- 
port resolutions  for  the  consideration  of 

the  convention." The  committee  was  announced  from  the 
chair  as  follows: 
Garnsey  of  Chautauqua.  Crooker  of 

Cattaraugus,  Haight  of  Allegany,  Leland  of 
Steuben,  Burrows  of  Tioga,  Virgil  Whitney 
of  Broome,  Clark  of  Chenango,  Baxter  of 

Delaware,  Page  of  Otsego,  Pelton  of  Sulli- 
van, Seamen  of  Greene,  Bloodgood  of  Tomp- 
kins, Halsey  of  Seneca,  Wakeman  of  New 

York. 
The  committee  appointed  to  consider  and 

report  to  the  convention  the  subjects  which 
should  particularly  occupy  their  attention 
at  the  meeting,  reported  as  follows: 

First.  That  it  is  expedient  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  Legislature  of  this 

state,  at  their  ensuing  session,  for  the  in- 
corporation of  a  company,  with  the  neces- 

sary privileges  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
Lake  Erie,  commencing  at  some  point  be- 

tween the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek  and 
the  lines  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  run  from 
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thence  through  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 
ties by  the  way  of  the  Village  of  Owego  to 

the  Hudson  River,  or  to  connect  with  rail- 
roads already  chartered  or  otherwise,  as 

may  be  deemed  most  advisable,  with  a  view 
to  reach  the  City  of  New  York  by  the  best 
railroad,  with  the  capital  of  five  million 
dollars. 

Second.  That  a  notice  of  the  foregoing 
application,  emanating  from  this  conven- 

tion and  signed  by  the  officers  thereof,  be 
forthwith  published  in  the  public  papers 
as  the  law  directs. 
Third.  That  a  committee  consisting  of 

five  members  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  to  the  convention  a  memorial  to  the 
Legislature,  embracing  the  above-mentioned 
subjects. 
Fourth.  That  Executive  Committees  be 

appointed  in  the  several  counties  interested 
in  this  application  for  the  purpose  of  cir- 

culating and  forwarding  memorials,  procur- 
ing the  publication  of  notices  and  doing 

such  other  things  as  may  be  necessary  to 
forward  the  objects  of  this  application. 

Fifth.  That  a  central  corresponding  com- 
mittee be  appointed  and  also  committees  of 

correspondence  for  each  of  the  counties  in- 
terested in  this  application. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
D.  G.  Garnsey,  Chairman. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed executive  and  corresponding  com- 
mittees from  the  County  of  Chautauqua: 

H.  H.  Camp,  H.  Sacket,  W.  Chester,  T.  A. 
Osborne,  A.  Diason,  J.  Mullet,  O.  Tinker,  O. 
McClure,  J.  Van  Buren,  S.  A.  Crum,  Asa 
Gage,  L.  Crosby,  D.  Sherman,  Solon  Hall, 
E.  Convers,  S.  Tiffany,  A.  Plumb,  T.  Camp- 

bell, J.  Wait,  D.  G.  Garnsey. 
The  first  charter  granted  by  the  Legis- 

lature of  the  State  of  New  York  for  the 
construction  of  the  Erie  Railroad  was  passed 
April  24,  1832.  It  fixed  the  capital  of  the 
company  at  ten  million  dollars,  but  provid- 

ed that  it  should  be  all  subscribed  and  five 
per  cent,  of  the  subscriptions  paid  in  before 
the  company  could  be  organized.  The  rail- 

road was  to  be  commenced  within  four 
years,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
expended  in  construction  within  one  year 
thereafter;  one-fourth  of  the  road  was  to 
be  built  and  in  operation  within  ten  years 
from  the  date  of  the  charter;  one-half  with- 

in fifteen  years,  and  the  whole  within  twen- 
ty years  or  the  charter  would  be  null  and 

void.  This  charter  required  the  road  to  be- 
gin at  the  city  of  New  York  or  at  such  point 

in  its  vicinity  as  might  be  most  eligible  and 
convenient  therefor,  and  continue  through 
the  southern  tier  of  counties  by  way  of 
Owego  in  Tioga  County  to  the  shore  of  Lake 
Erie  at  some  eligible  point  between  the 
Cattaraugus  Creek  and  the  Pennsylvania 
line.  In  1833  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York  was  asked  to  modify  said 
charter  by  requiring  but  one  million  dollars 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  instead 
of  two  millions,  of  which  ten  per  cent, 
should  be  paid  in  before  the  company  could 
be  organized.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the 
amended  charter  became  a  law  the  subscrip- 

tion books  were  opened  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  said  charter,  as  appears 

from  the  following  notice: 

NEW  YORK  AND  ERIE  RAILROAD  CO. 

"Notice. — The  books  for  subscription  to 
the  capital  stock  of  this  company  will  be 

opened  at  the  Merchants'  Exchange  in  this 
city  on  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  days  of  July 
next,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two 

o'clock.  One  million  dollars  of  the  stock 
is  required  to  be  subscribed  before  the 
commencement  of  the  work,  in  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  five  dollars  on 
each  share  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  sub- 

scription. Dated  New  York,  24th  June, 
1833. 

"Commissioners — Morgan  Lewis,  Gideon 
Lee,  Robert  White,  John  C.  Coster,  Stephen 
Whitney,  Hurbert  Van  Wagenen,  Isaac 
Lawrence,  Goold  Hoyt,  Elisha  Riggs,  Thom- 

as T.  Woodworth,  John  Haggerty,  John 
Steward,  Peter  I.  Nevius,  Michael  Burnham. 

"N.  B. — Applications  by  letter  to  the  Com- 
missioners enclosing  money  or  checks  will 

be  received  as  subscriptions." 
All  the  stock  required  by  the  charter 

having  been  subscribed  for  the  Commission- 
ers issued  the  following  notice: 

NOTICE  OF  ELECTION— NEW  YORK 
AND  ERIE   RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

"One  million  dollars  of  the  capital  stock 
of  this  company  have  been  subscribed  in 
conformity  with  the  charter,  the  stockhold- 

ers are  hereby  notified  that  an  election  for 
the  choice  of  seventeen  directors  of  the 

said  company  will  be  held  at  the  Merchants' 
Exchange  on  Friday,  the  9th  of  August  next, 
under  the  inspection  of  the  Commissioners 
as  directed  in  the  charter.  The  poll  will 

be  open  from  ten  o'clock  to  twelve  o'clock 
A.  M.    By  order  of  the  Commissioners. 
"New  York,  July  19,  1833." 
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The  organization  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company  was  thus  completed  and  became 
a  fixed  fact  on  the  9th  day  of  August, 
1833. 

From  the  organization  of  the  company, 
on  the  9th  day  of  August,  1833,  as  stated 
above,  over  two  long  years  passed  away 
before  the  ground  could  be  broken  for  the 
construction  of  the  longest,  most  gigantic 
and  expensive  railway  on  the  face  of  the 
globe. 
On  the  7th  of  November,  1835,  in  the 

presence  of  the  leading,  most  prominent 
officials  of  the  company,  the  first  shovel  of 
earth  for  the  great  work  was  removed  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Delaware  River,  near 
Deposit  in  the  County  of  Delaware,  New 
York.  At  sunrise  on  that  memorable  day, 
President  King,  Comptroller  Samuel  B.  Rug- 
gles,  Treasurer  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  Lieu- 

tenant Governor  Root,  Judge  Drake  of 
Owego  and  many  prominent  citizens  of  the 
surrounding  country  met  together  for  the 
purpose  of  commencing  work  on  the  grand- 

est undertaking  ever  inaugurated  in  this 

or  any  other  land.  Mr.  Watt's  description 
of  that  interesting  occasion  says: 

"The  morning  was  clear  and  frosty.  As 
the  sun  came  up  and  tinged  the  surround- 

ing hills  with  the  'cold  glory  of  an  autumn 
dawn,  President  King  announced  the  pur- 

pose of  the  gathering  and  in  the  course  of 
his  address  made  the  following  remarks: 

'What  now  appears  a  beautiful  meadow  will 
in  a  few  years  present  a  far  different  aspect 
— a  tract  of  rails  with  cars  passing  and  re- 

passing, loaded  with  merchandise  and  the 
products  of  the  country.  The  freight  will 
amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 

per  annum  in  a  few  years.'  The  last  dec- 
laration being  received  with  great  incred- 

ulity by  those  present,  the  speaker  con- 
cluded his  prediction  with  the  modifying 

expression — 'at  least,  eventually.'  The  ad- 
dress completed,  Mr.  King  shovelled  a 

wheelbarrow  full  of  dirt  and  Mr.  Ruggles 
wheeled  it  away  and  dumped.  Bach  one 
present  went  through  the  same  routine,  and 
quite  an  excavation  was  made  and  could  be 
seen  for  several  years  afterwards,  the  road 
as  finally  located  passing  to  the  right  of  the 
spot.  The  shovel  and  barrow  used  were 
loaned  by  Maurice  R.  Haulce  of  Deposit  and 
President  King  took  the  shovel  with  him 
to  New  York.  It  was  preserved  by  the  com- 

pany until  1868  when  it  mysteriously  disap- 
peared. Mr.  King  did  not  live  to  see  the 

'tract  of  rails'  completed,  but  many  of  those 

present  when  he  made  his  address  lived  to 
see  the  little  excavation  at  Deposit  succeed- 

ed by  some  of  the  grandest  engineering 

achievements  and  the  day  when  the  'ex- 
travagant' prediction  of  Mr.  King  in  regard 

to  the  freight  revenue  of  the  road  seemed 
ridiculously  small  in  the  light  of  events 
that  raised  the  figures  indicating  the  re- 

ceipts from  that  traffic  from  the  hundreds 

of  thousands  far  into  the  millions." 
When  the  news  was  carried  throughout 

the  southern  tier  of  counties  that  the  work 
had  actually  commenced,  that  the  New  York 
and  Erie  Railroad  was  certainly  to  be  built, 
there  was  general  rejoicing  along  the  entire 
line.  Village  sites  were  rapidly  secured, 
mills  of  all  kinds  were  built,  manufactories 
erected,  stores  were  started  and  every  pre- 

paration made  in  anticipation  of  the  great 
increase  of  all  kinds  of  business  that  must 
inevitably  take  place  with  the  advent  of 
the  great  railway.  The  farmer  added  to  his 
stock  of  all  hinds,  cleared  more  land  and 
grew  happy  in  the  thought  of  a  quick,  safe 
market  with  the  metropolis  of  the  state  all 
the  year  through,  winter  as  well  as  sum- 

mer. The  great  outlet  for  these  pent-up 
counties  was  about  to  be  open,  when  beau- 

tiful Chautauqua,  cold  Cattaraugus  and 
leeky  Allegheny  were  to  come  in  close  and 
intimate  touch  with  the  wealth  and  grand- 

eur of  the  great  city  of  the  seaboard,  of 
which  they  had  always  heard  so  much  but 
few  had  ever  seen.  A  new  and  convenient 
market  was  soon  to  be  opened  for  the 
countless  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  that 
covered  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  fortun- 

ate county  through  which  the  great  railway 
wis  to  pass.  The  commercial  advantages 
that  its  construction  was  sure  to  make  for 

every  household  was  the  all-absorbing 
theme  of  every  gathering  of  friends  and 
neighbors  in  the  homes,  shops,  stores  and 
fields.  Those  who  had  struggled  through 
years  of  toil  and  penury,  waiting  and  hoping 
for  some  avenue  by  which  the  products  of 
the  farms,  the  mills  and  looms  could  be  taken 
to  a  market  that  would  give  some  suitable 
return  for  their  labors,  were  over-flowing 
with  joy  as  they  heard  and  read  the  good 
news.  It  seemed  as  if  a  millennial  era  had 
arrived  when  those  of  the  southern  tier  of 
counties  who  had  worked  so  hard  and  wait- 

ed so  patiently  for  the  long  talked  of  event 
were  about  to  have  their  fondest  hopes  re- 

alized. Young  men  and  women  regarded 
it  as  safe  to  form  alliances  that  should  un- 

ite them  through  life,  and  many  fixed  the 
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time  and  date  to  correspond  with  the  year 
and  month  when  the  first  train  should  pass 
over  the  entire  line  from  the  ocean  to  Lake 
Erie,  little  dreaming  that  the  happy  event 
would  have  to  be  postponed  nearly  sixteen 
years.  Many  bought  and  sold  farms  and 
other  property,  fixing  the  time  of  first  pay- 

ments when  trains  should  be  running  from 
New  York  to  Dunkirk.  It  was  indeed  a  red- 
letter  year  in  the  history  of  the  construc- 

tion of  the  great  railroad.  There  were  no 
mistakes  in  the  prophecies  made  in  regard 
to  the  commercial  advantages  that  would 
accrue  to  all  the  counties  through  which  the 
road  should  run  upon  its  completion  to  Lake 
Erie. 

It  was  the  one  day  that  had  been  talked 
about  for  years  by  the  entire  population  of 
the  southern  tier,  as  an  event  that  was 

destined  to  contribute  largely  to  the  ma- 
terial wealth  of  all  its  people;  when  the 

products  of  the  farm  and  dairy  would  be 
doubled  in  value,  when  the  cost  of  sugar, 
tea  and  coffee,  with  other  luxuries  and 
necessities  of  the  household  would  be 
brought  from  New  York  and  sold  at  prices 
but  little  in  advance  of  those  in  the  great 
metropolis.  Everything  looked  bright  and 
prosperous  for  the  road  and  the  company 
anticipated  no  trouble  in  managing  its  fi- 

nancial affairs  in  such  a  way  as  to  have 
all  the  money  needed  to  push  the  under- 

taking forward  to  an  early  completion.  But, 

says  Mr.  Mott  "At  a  time  when  prospects 
seemed  brightest  the  terrible  disastrous  fire 
of  December  1G,  1835,  broke  out  in  New 
York  and  swept  away  the  entire  lower  part 
of  the  city.  Many  of  the  heaviest  subscrib- 

ers to  the  stock  of  the  New  York  and  Erie 
Railroad  were  ruined  by  the  conflagration 
and  thus  one  of  the  prospective  mainstays 

of  the  company's  treasury  was  destroyed. 
Following  that  catastrophe  came  the  his- 

toric panic  of  183G-37,  with  its  wide-spread 
financial  stagnation  and  ruin.  This  drove 
into  bankruptcy  many  more  of  the  large 
subscribers  to  the  Erie  stock,  and  the  pros- 

pects of  the  company  and  its  work  were 
robbed  of  whatever  of  cheer  and  brightness 
they  may  have  had.  Nevertheless,  depend- 

ing on  favorable  action  of  the  Legislature 
on  a  renewed  appeal  for  state  aid  to  the 
amount  of  three  million  dollars,  the  man- 

agement of  the  company  ordered  a  new  sur- 
vey to  be  made  of  the  route  for  the  road, 

which  was  begun  by  Engineers  Captain  An- 
drew Talcott  and  Edwin  F.  Johnson.  The 

object  of  the  survey  was  to  ascertain  the 

most  favorable  and  feasible  terminal  points 
for  the  railroad  and,  if  possible,  to  modify 
and  improve  on  the  original  survey  of  1834. 
Captain  Talcott,  formerly  of  the  United 
States  Army  Engineering  Corps,  had  charge 
of  the  route  from  Lake  Erie  to  Painted 
Post,  in  Steuben  County,  New  York.  En- 

gineer Johnson  was  in  charge  between 
Painted  Post  and  the  Hudson  River.  Al- 

though a  strong  effort  was  being  made  to 
have  the  eastern  terminus  at  Newburg,  be- 

fore the  survey  was  completed  the  Legis- 
lature had  passed  the  first  Erie  relief  bill 

and  this  provided  that  the  eastern  terminus 
must  be  at  Rockland  County,  and  it  was 
fixed  at  Tappan.  Captain  Talcott  also  re- 

ported in  favor  of  Dunkirk  as  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railroad.  It  may  be  well 
to  state  that  the  proprietors  of  Dunkirk 
had  made  the  donation  of  five  thousand 

town  lots  to  the  company." 
This  report  contained  the  first  official 

statement  that  Dunkirk  was  to  be  the  west- 
ern terminus  of  the  road.  Prior  to  Captain 

Talcott's  assertion  as  above  given,  the  west- 
ern end  was  to  be  on  "Lake  Erie,  some- 

where between  Cattaraugus  Creek  and  the 
Pennsylvania  line."  Dunkirk,  Silver  Creek, 
Van  Buren,  Portland  and  Barcelona  were 
alluded  to  and  surveys  made  to  each  place 
to  see  where  the  most  favorable  grade  could 
be  found  for  surmounting  the  Ridge,  as  the 
high  ground  south  of  Lake  Erie  was  called. 
The  financial  condition  of  the  company  was 
such,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  that  all  work 
was  suspended.  Four  long  years  had 
elapsed  since  its  inauguration  and  a  feeling 
of  gloom  and  despondency  was  felt  along  the 
entire  line  when  the  announcement  was 
made  that  all  work  had  ceased.  The  ficti- 

tious values  of  land  throughout  Chautau- 
qua, at  least,  caused  the  worst  commercial 

failures  that  were  ever  known.  Farm  pro- 
perty as  well  as  village  lots  were  thrown 

on  the  market  wit  bout  any  regard  to  actual 
values,  the  owners  apparently  believing  that 
the  bottom  had  dropped  out  and  that  every- 

thing was  coming  to  an  end.  It  was  a  try- 
ing time,  especially  for  about  every  one  in 

Dunkirk  and  vicinity  who  had  in  any  man- 
ner speculated  in  real  estate  by  making 

partial  payments  at  time  of  purchase  and 
given  mortgage  for  balance.  Everything 
of  the  kind  went  to  the  wall;  entire  families 
were  stranded  and  penniless.  The  earn- 

ings of  a  lifetime  were  wiped  out,  causing 
a  recommencement  of  the  labors  and  cares 
necessary  for  the  support  of  those  depend- 
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ent  upon  them.  The  year  1837  was  a  try- 
ing one  for  the  great  railroad;  but  the  life 

and  energy  and  perseverence  of  its  directors 
were  equal  to  the  demand  made  upon  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1838  at  the  reorganization 
of  the  Board,  James  G.  King  was  re-elected 
President  and  several  new  names  were  ad- 

ded to  the  list  of  directors.  Again  it  was 
decided  to  seek  aid  from  the  state  through 
the  Legislature  that  was  then  in  session. 

Mr.  Mott  says:  "Eleazer  Lord  had  formu- 
lated a  plan  which  was  presented  to  the 

Legislature  in  January,  1838.  It  called  for  a 
state  loan  to  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail- 

road Company  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars to  be  made  against  every  like  sum  to 

be  paid  in  by  the  company,  and  provided 
that  ten  miles  of  railroad  from  Tappan 
Slote  (Piermont)  west  and  ten  miles  from 
Dunkirk  east,  must  first  be  put  under  con- 

tract. This  was '  the  result  of  the  influ- 
ence of  Eleazer  Lord  and  the  large  Dun- 
kirk land  owner,  Walter  Smith.  By  this 

provision  was  secured  for  all  time  the  east- 
ern terminus  of  the  railroad  at  Piermont 

and  of  the  western  at  Dunkirk,  and  thus 
private  land  interests  at  both  ends  of  the 
lines  were  assured  better  tenure.  But  the 
bill  was  greatly  to  the  general  welfare  of 
the  company,  notwithstanding  this  not  en- 

tirely disinterested  clause,  and  was  the  only 
one,  perhaps,  that  could  have  met  with  ap- 

proval from  the  Legislature  at  that  critical 
time.  It  did  meet  with  approval  and  was 

accepted  by  the  company.  Five  weary,  anx- 
ious years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  incor- 

poration of  the  company  in  July,  1833,  and 
up  to  this  act  of  the  Legislature,  fixing  Dun- 

kirk as  the  western  terminus  of  the  great 

railway  and  providing  for  the  commence- 
ment of  work  at  that  point,  there  had  been 

nothing  done  that  legally  and  absolutely 
settled  the  point  of  termination. 

It  was  a  joyous  day  when,  nearly  a  week 
having  passed  since  the  action  of  the  Leg- 

islature, the  arrival  of  the  mail  by  way  of 
Fredonia  brought  the  cheering  news.  Hope 
was  again  revived,  business  received  a  new 
start,  corner  lots  began  to  have  some  value, 
but  there  was  no  return  to  the  foolish  ex- 

citement of  183G  and  the  early  spring  of 
1837.  The  effects  of  the  failures  by  the 
disastrous  speculations  of  these  memorable 
years  were  lasting  and  permanent  upon 
nearly  all  those  who  were  caught  in  the 
whirlpool  of  the  unnatural  greed  for  gain. 
Work  was  commenced,  as  provided  in  the 

law  of  1838,  but  financial  difficulties  were 

continually  arising  so  that  but  little  was 
done  until  1841,  when  the  road  was  open 
from  Piermont  to  Goshen.  In  June,  1843, 
it  reached  Middletown,  which  event  was 
duly  celebrated  by  the  people  of  that  village 
and  surrounding  country.  Another  long 
period  of  anxious  waiting,  doubts  and  un- 

certainties, discouragements  and  disappoint- 
ments was  entered  upon.  But  the  zeal  and 

determination  of  its  directors  had  overcome 
all  difficulties  to  such  an  extent,  after  an- 

other five  years  of  labor  and  patient  wait- 
ing, that  the  wheels  of  progress  were  again 

set  in  motion,  not  to  cease  in  their  revolu- 
tions until  Dunkirk,  beside  the  blue  waters 

of  Lake  Erie,  was  reached. 

In  his  most  excellent  "History  of  Chau- 
tauqua," the  Honorable  Obed  Edson  says: 

"The  road  was  opened  to  Port  Jervis  Jan- 
uary G,  1848;  to  Binghamton  December  8, 

1848;  to  Owego  June  1,  1849;  to  Elmira 
October,  1849;  to  Corning  January  1,  1850, 
and  to  Dunkirk  May  15,  1851.  The  route 
east  from  Dunkirk  ascended  the  ridge  at  a 
different  point  and  at  a  lighter  grade  than 
the  abandoned  route.  This  great  enter- 

prise, which  Dunkirk  had  so  anxiously 
awaited  through  long  years  of  doubt  and 
despondency,  was  at  last  consummated  and 
a  great  highway  of  travel  was  open  from  the 
ocean  to  Lake  Erie.  It  was  the  longest 
railroad  in  the  world.  A  great  celebra- 

tion which  has  never  been  equalled  by 
anything  of  the  kind  in  Chautauqua  was 
held  in  Dunkirk  to  commemorate  the  event. 

"As  before  stated,  the  Erie  Railway  was 
open  to  Dunkirk  on  the  15th  of  May,  1851. 
To  show  how  important  the  construction 
of  this  great  highway  of  travel  was  to  the 
interests  of  the  city  and  how  it  was  regard- 

ed as  the  years  rolled  along,  the  following 
account  of  the  opening  of  the  road,  written 
by  the  writer  of  this  paper,  was  published 
in  May,  1891. 

"Forty  years  ago  today  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1851,  occurred  the  grandest  event  in 
the  history  of  Western  New  York,  and 
especially  in  the  history  of  this  city,  the 
opening  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad. 
Up  to  that  period  it  was  the  greatest  work 
in  the  construction  of  a  single  line  of  rail- 

way that  had  ever  been  started  and  com- 
pleted. For  years  it  had  been  in  progress 

of  building,  and  young  men  had  passed  mid- 
dle life  waiting  for  the  iron  horse  to  reach 

the  shores  of  Lake  Erie.  The  active,  busi- 
ness men  of  that  day  were  looking  forward 

with  bright  anticipations  to  the  time  when 
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this  great  artery  of  trade  and  commerce 
should  pour  its  benefits   and  emoluments 
into  their  laps  and  build  up  a  large  and 
flourishing  city,   which   should   be   a  rival 
to  anything  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Erie. 
The  construction  of  the  road  had  been  re- 

peatedly delayed  and  stopped  for  want  of 
money,  but  when  it  was  opened  as  far  as 
Hornellsville  and  contracts  were  made  to 
complete  it  to  Dunkirk,  hope  again  revived 
and  everybody  along  the  line  and  in  this  vil- 

lage became  more  than  happy  and  all  kinds 
of  business  began  at  once  to  feel  its  finan- 

cial effects.    To  push  forward  the  work  as 
rapidly  as  possible  the  company  in  the  fall 
of  1849  sent  its  first  locomotive  to  Dunkirk 
by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and 
on  the  deck  of  a  schooner  from  that  city. 
It  reached  here  late  in  the  season  in  the 
charge  of  the  late  Horatio  G.  Brooks,  then 
the  very  picture  of  health  and  in  the  prime 
of  young  manhood.    The  work  of  getting  it 
off  the  vessel  and  safely  to  the  shore  in  a 
cold   and   stormy  November   day,  required 
all  the  pluck  and  perseverence   which  so 
characterized    Mr.    Brooks    throughout  his 
eventful   life.     The   succeeding  March  he 
went  to  Maine  and  returned  with  his  bride 
and  made  Dunkirk  his  future  home.  Dur- 

ing the  year  1850  and  the  early  months 
of  1851,  work  was  so  far  advanced  as  to 
enable  the  company  to  announce  the  15th 
day  of  May  as  the  day  when  the  first  train 
starting  from  the  City  of  New  York  the  day 
before,  would  run  through  to  Dunkirk  con- 

necting by  rail  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the 
Great  Lakes.    It  was  indeed  the  event  of 

the  period  and  from  its  magnitude  and  ef- 
fects upon  both  east  and  west,  became  of 

great  importance.    It  would  be  impossible 

to  imagine  'a  more  perfect  day  than  that 
which  awaited  the  thousands  upon  thous- 

ands who  came  from   all  sections  of  this 
and  adjoining  counties,  to  witness  the  grand 
opening  and  to  see  and  hear  the  distinguish- 

ed citizens  who  were  on  the  train  some- 
where between  Hornellsville  and  Dunkirk. 

It  was  before  the  days  of  telegraph  and,  of 
course,  nothing  could  be  heard  from  the 
anxiously  looked  for  train,  that  was  bearing 
Benjamin  Loder,  President  of  the  company, 
and  all  the  directors  and  high  officials  of 
the  road.    It  had  on  board,  also,  the  Presi- 

dent of  the  United  States,  Millard  Fillmore, 
the     great     statesman,     Daniel  Webster; 

Stephen  A:  Douglas,  known  as  the  "little 
giant;"  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary 
of  Navy  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Presi- 

dent's Cabinet.  It  also  carried  the  principal 
municipal  officials  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
as  well  as  those  of  cities  along  the  line, 
and  hundreds  of  wellknown  citizens  and 

capitalists  of  the  great  city  that  had  fur- 
nished the  means  to  complete  the  gigantic 

undertaking.  The  partially  completed 
"Loder  House,"  which  was  a  colossal  struc- 

ture for  any  time,  stood  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Central  Avenue  and  Third  Street 

and  was  the  headquarters  of  the  distin- 
guished visitors;  among  whom  from  this 

county  and  vicinity  were  the  late  Governor 
Fenton,  the  Hon.  George  W.  Patterson  of 
Westfield;  George  N.  Tew,  President  of 
the  bank  in  Silver  Creek;  General  Risley, 
aferwards  Member  of  Congress  from  this 
district,  and  the  father  of  General  L.  G. 
Risley  now  of  this  city;  his  son,  the  Hon. 
Hanson  A.  Risley,  now  residing  in  Wash- 

ington, D.  C. ;  his  two  brothers  Levi  and 
William,  deceased,  and  who  were  the  great 
garden-seed  men  of  that  day;  Willard  Mc- 
Kinstry,  the  venerable  and  accomplished 
editor  of  the  Fredonia  Censor,  with  hosts 
of  others  from  Fredonia  and  surrounding 
villages,  too  numerous  to  mention.  In 
Dunkirk,  there  was  a  long  list  of  prominent 
citizens,  who  had  made  it  their  home  for 
years,  and  had  looked  forward  with  beam- 

ing vision  to  this  millennial  occasion.  Among 
them  was  the  late  Walter  Smith,  who  was 
more  instrumental  in  making  Dunkirk  the 
terminus  of  the  road  than  all  others  com- 

bined; the  late  Reverend  Timothy  Still- 
man,  who  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Pres- 

byterian Church  in  this  village,  and  whose 
wife  is  still  living  with  but  little  o  fthe  ef- 

fects visible  of  the  passing  years;  the  late 
E.  R.  Tompson,  at  that  time  editor  of  the 
Dunkirk  Journal,  which  through  various 
changes  has  come  down  as  part  of  the 
evening  Observer,  and  whose  daughters, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Brigham  and  Mrs.  .1.  T.  Wil- 

liams, are  alone  l"ft  of  the  family  in  this city. 

There  was  also  Dr.  Ezra  Williams  who 
had  at  that  time  been  a  resident  for  more 
than  thirty  years  of  the  growing  village; 
the  brothers  James  and  Henry  Van  Buren, 
W.  J.  Moore,  Edward  Keyes  and  hosts  of 
others  whom  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  men- 

tion if  space  would  permit  it.  The  coming 
train  was  to  come  in  on  East  Third  Street 
and  stop  at  Central  Avenue.  The  entire 
street  was  filled  with  the  assembled  thous- 

ands, who  began  about  eleven  o'clock  to 
look   with   increasing   interest   toward  the 
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east  for  the  expected  arrival.  About  noon 
the  smoke  and  the  steam  of  the  gaily  decked 
engine  was  discovered  through  the  woods 
when  another  five  minutes  brought  it  to  its 
final  stopping-place,  amid  the  cheers  and 
shouts  of  twenty  thousand  people.  The 
grand  company  had  arrived  and  the  same 
train  brought  with  it  countless  numbers  of 
baskets  of  the  most  costly  wines  and  cham- 

pagnes with  which  to  celebrate  the  great 
event,  which  were  soon  transferred  to  the 
Loder  House  and  became  part  of  the  splen- 

did dinner  which  was  soon  served  to  the 
hungry  guests;  while  the  outside  masses 
were  amply  supplied  with  the  meat  of  the 
finest  beef,  roasted  in  true  barbecue  style, 
without  money  or  price.  Of  the  officials 
on  the  train,  the  late  Charles  Minot,  Super- 

intendent of  the  road,  was  the  most  con- 
spicuous. He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  gen- 

ius and  capacity,  who  gathered  around  him 
a  well  disciplined  force  of  capable  employ- 

ees. Among  the  proudest  and  most  notice- 
able of  those  who  brought  the  precious 

load  from  Hornellsville  was  Charles  H 
Sherman,  who  was  the  engineer  chosen 
by  Mr.  Minot  for  the  responsible  position, 
and  no  mistake  was  made  in  his  selection, 
He  naturally  became  the  observed  of  all 
the  observers,  as  having  had  the  safety  of 
such  distinguished  statesmen  and  officials 
in  his  keeping,  and  such  engineers  were 
few  and  far  between  in  that  day.  Mr.  Sher- 

man was  borrf  in  1818  and  commenced  rail- 
roading when  twenty  years  of  age.  He  came 

on  to  the  Erie  road  in  1851  by  request  of 
Mr.  Minot  from  his  old  home  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  and  from  the  day  he  cime 
through  on  the  first  locomotive  to  the  pres- 

ent, this  city  has  been  his  home.  He  is  still 
with  us,  in  the  employ  o  fthe  same  company 
and  would  not  hesitate  today  to  run  an  en- 

gine anywhere  with  all  the  confidence  and 
skill  of  forty  years  ago.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  state  that  his  wife,  who  has 

shared  life's  journey  with  him,  and  who  is 
so  well  known  and  respected  in  this  city, 
is  among  us  still  with  all  the  vivacity  of 
years  gone  by.  Another  venerable  couple, 
who  were  notable  on  that  interesting  day  is 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Cobb,  who  have  made 
this  their  home  ever  since.  Mr.  Cobb  came 
through  on  this  first  train  as  a  brakeman. 
but  natural  ability  and  fitness  soon  made 
him  one  of  the  most  popular  passenger 
conductors  that  run  the  road.  For  several 
years  since  he  has  been  in  business  in  this 
city  and  can,  with  his  accomplished  wife, 

relate  any  number  of  interesting  incidents 
connected  with  those  early  days  in  the  his- 

tory of  the  Erie  Railway.  The  great 
speeches  made  by  the  world-renowned  ora- 

tors on  that  eventful  day  have  gone  into 
history,  and  the  closing  exercises  in  the 
evening  consisted  of  a  splendid  display  of 
fireworks,  brought  from  New  York,  in  the 
west  part  of  the  city.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  met  in  the  harbor  here  by 
all  the  government  steamers  on  the  lake, 
forming  quite  a  fleet  and  returning  east  by 
the  way  of  Buffalo.  Daniel  Webster  and  his 
son  remained  over  for  several  days  on  ac- 

count of  the  sickness  of  the  latter,  the 
guests  of  Hanson  A.  Risley.  The  son, 
Fletcher  Webster,  was  under  the  profes- 

sional care  of  Dr.  Ezra  Williams.  On  the 
day  succeeding  the  opening,  Mr.  Webster 
made  a  splendid  speech  on  national  subjects 
and  others  to  a  large  audience  that  had 
assembled  in  the  immense  dining-room  of 
the  Loder  House  to  listen  to  one  of  the 
foremost  statesmen  and  orators  of  that  or 
any  other  age. 
New  life,  new  energies  and  renewed 

hopes  for  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Dun- 
kirk stimulated  every  citizen.  The  eigh- 

teen years  of  waiting  since  the  company  was 
organized  had  been  a  continuous  series^ 
of  failures,  disappointments  and  sorrows. 
Life  and  animation  at  once  stimulated  all 
those  who  had  so  long  looked  forward  to 
the  completion  of  the  great  railway  as  the 
beginning  of  a  new  era  when  business  of 
all  kinds  would  start  and  continue  until  the 
wheels  of  wealth  and  independence  would 
place  them  beyond  the  bounds  of  want  and 
anxiety.  For  several  years  after  celebrat- 

ing the  grand  opening,  the  commercial  pros- 
pects of  Dunkirk  were  bright  and  encour- 

aging. It  had  at  once  become  known  as  the 
western  termination  of  the  greatest  rail- 

road ever  constructed  and  a  place  where 
labor  could  find  constant  employment  and 
capital  invested  in  any  amount  with  the 
certainty  of  profitable  returns.  Its  pros- 

pects immediately  became  bright  and  bloom- 
ing and  there  seemed  to  be  every  encourage- 

ment for  the  rapid  growth  of  an  important, 
flourishing  city.  But  its  days  of  silent  wait- 

ing for  great  commercial  enterprises  and 
disappointments  had  not  ended.  The  wealth 
and  business  that  was  so  confidently  expect- 

ed upon  the  arrival  of  the  first  train  from 
New  York  was,  from  one  cause  or  another, 
postponed,  so  far  as  Dunkirk  was  concerned, 
for  another  series  of  years.     Other  inter- 
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ests  had  drawn  off  much  of  its  legitimate 
trade  and  commercial  importance;  and  while 
the  opening  of  the  railroad  had  added  large- 

ly to  the  growth,  prosperity  and  population 
of  all  other  sections  of  the  county,  the  rapid 
growth  so  confidently  expected  for  Dun- 

kirk had  not  been  realized.  But  its  ad- 
vantages as  an  important  commercial  point 

could  not  be  ignored  nor  long  neglected  by 
the  business  world.  The  building  of  loco- 

motives, started  by  the  late  Horatio  G. 
Brooks  and  M.  L.  Hinman,  both  of  Dun- 

kirk, opened  an  industry  that  infused  re- 
newed hopes  and  life  and  added  decidedly  to 

the  city's  business  prospects. 
The  above  works  were  incorporated  No- 

vember 11,  18G9,  and  the  articles  of  incor- 
poration were  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 

retary of  State  on  the  12th  day  of  February, 
18G9.  There  were  five  Trustees.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  in  the  City  of 
New  York  on  November  13,  18G9,  Horatio 
G.  Brooks  was  elected  President  and  Mar- 

shall L.  Hinman,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
The  first  order  for  locomotives  was  for 

twenty-five  of  the  eight-wheel  type  of  en- 
gines, with  six-foot  gauge,  which  was  the 

gauge  of  the  Erie  at  that  time.  During 
the  December  following  the  organization  they 
built  one  locomotive  and  twenty-seven  dur- 

ing the  following  year.  During  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1871,  they  built  forty- 
five  locomotives  and  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1872,  they  made  seventy-three, 
which  was  an  average  of  six  per  month. 
The  financial  panic  of  1873  was  a  great 
draw-back  to  its  prosperity,  and  the  con- 

sequent depression  of  business  continued 
for  about  six  years,  but  Mr.  Brooks  was  so 
impressed  with  the  thought  that  prosper- 

ous times  were  returning  chat  he  immediate- 
ly commenced  the  construction  of  a  new 

building,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  1880 
he  had  built  one  hundred  locomotives;  in 

1881  they  made  one  hundred  forty-six,  and 
in  1882,  two  hundred  three.  The  depression 
of  business  preceding  the  year  of  1894  was 
so  felt  by  the  company  that  during  this 
year  they  made  but  ninety  engines;  in  1895 
they  made  one  hundred  ninety-four.  From 
the  year  189G  up  to  the  present  time  the 
business  has  been  so  increased  that  in  the 
year  1901  three  hundred  seventeen  locomo- 

tives were  built. 
Mr.  Brooks  died  April  20,  1887,  at  his  home 

in  Dunkirk.  From  the  time  of  his  death 
to  the  consolidation  of  the  works  with  the 
American   Locomotive   Company,  Marshall 

L.  Hinman  and  Robert  J.  Gross  were  the 
leading  spirits  in  the  management  of  the 
works.  Mr.  Hinman  became  President  of 
the  company  in  1892  and  Mr.  Gross  Vice 
President.  With  the  consolidation  of  the 
works  as  part  of  the  American  Locomotive 
Company,  Mr.  Gross  became  one  of  the 
prominent  officials  of  the  amalgamation, 
with  an  experience  in  the  manufacture  of 
locomotives  second  to  none  in  the  country. 
Among  the  men  who  have  given  the  best 

years  of  their  lives  to  the  success  of  the 
works  we  may  mention  David  Russell  who 
for  years  was  General  Superintendent; 
Theodore  M.  Hequembourg,  who  became 
Secretary  June  9,  1897,  and  Harry  Tandy, 
now  at  the  had  of  the  locomotive  works  at 
at  the  head  of  the  locomotive  works  at 
Kingston,  Ontario,  and  who  was  Assistant 
Secretary  for  several  years.  Harry  C.  He- 

quembourg and  Charles  J.  Carney  now  hold 
prominent  positions  in  the  American  Lo 
comotive  Company  and  are  regarded  as 
among  the  most  intelligent  and  valuable 
members  of  the  consolidation. 

This  was  followed  by  another  important 
event — the  construction  of  the  Dunkirk,  Al- 

legheny Valley  and  Pittsburg  Railroad, 
bringing  several  of  the  most  flourishing 
towns  of  the  county  in  direct  trade  with 
Dunkirk.  The  extension  of  the  Western 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  the 
building  of  the  Nickel  Plate  Road,  the  trol- 

ley line  from  the  flourishing  Village  of  Fre- 
donia,  with  the  addition  of  the  Erie  Rail- 

way and  the  double-tracked  Lake  Shore  and 
Michigan  Southern  Railway,  all  trains  of 
which  stopped  here,  made  of  Dunkirk  the 
most  important  railway  center  in  the  coun- 

ty, and  added  largely  to  its  prospective 
growth  and  commercial  importance.  These 
prospects  have  been  largely  increased  with 
the  extensive  improvements  made  to  its 
fine  natural  harbor  which,  through  the  la- 

bors and  influence  of  Judge  Warren  B.  Hook- 
er, while  in  Congress,  was  vastly  improved 

by  the  general  government  and  given  a 
depth  of  nineteen  feet  of  water,  in  addi- 

tion to  effective,  permanent  breakwaters. 
The  Brooks  Locomotive  Works,  after  many 
trials  and  reverses,  gradually  attained  rank 
and  reputation  for  the  splendid  machines 
turned  out  by  its  skilled  workmen  and  its 
wise  and  systematic  management.  At  its 
consolidation  with  the  American  Locomo- 

tive Company  it  at  once  became  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  that  progres- 

sive organization,  and  now  with  its  three 
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thousand  intelligent  mechanics  it  can  easily 
turn  out  daily  two  colossal  engines  with 
weight  and  power  sufficient  to  haul  trains 
of  hundreds  of  heavily  laden  cars  over  the 
steepest  grades  to  be  found  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific.   In  addition  to  the  large 
increase  of  facilities  for  meeting  the  de- 

mands for  locomotives,  the  importance  of 

the  city  as  a  railroad  and  commercial  cen- 
ter has  brought  additional  commercial  en- 

terprises,  including  its   mills   and  various 
machine  shops,  its  carriage  works  and  one 
of  the  most  important  works  ever  started 

within  the  bounds  of  the  city — the  United 
States   Radiator   Works,   which   now  with 
its  abundant  capital  and  wise  management 

is  destined  within  a  very  short  time  to  be- 
come one  of  the  most  important  branches 

of  business  within  the  city.    This  establish- 
ment, which  stands  next  in  importance  to 

that  which  is  daily  turning  out  these  mas- 
sive engines,  added  to  the  constantly  in- 

creasing smaller  works  that  are  well  sup- 
plied with  the  necessary  funds  and  employ- 

ing increasing  numbers  of  skilled  workers, 
is  giving  a  stability  to  business  of  all  kinds 
and  a  constant  increase  of  population  that 
is  adding  to  its  commercial  importance  and 
demonstrating  the  benefits  growing  out  of 

the  building  of  the  Brie  Railway.    Its  con- 
struction  brought   the   entire   county  into 

close  and  direct  touch  with  Lake  Brie  and 
the  Great  West,  and  furnished  a  short  and 
quick   market  to   ev^ry  town   and  hamlet 
within  its  border,  adding  to  its  wealth  and 
population  from  year  to  year.    Dunkirk  has 
but  recently  entered  upon  that  degree  of 

prosperity  to  which  it  so  fondly  looked  for- 
ward during  the  construction  of  the  rail- 

way that  had  promised  so  much  for  it.  All 
of  its  advantages  as  a  city,  which  are  now 
so  real  and  apparent,  can  be  directly  traced 
to  the  large  commercial  interests  that  have 
been  developed  and  made  profitable  through 
the  facilities  offered  by  the  completion  of 
the   greatest   railway  that   the   world  had 
ever  seen  up  to  its  opening  from  the  At- 

lantic to  the  Great  Lakes.    The  commer- 
cial  advantages   brought   forward   by  the 

construction  of  the  Brie  Railway,  have  built 
largely  the  flourishing  towns  and  villages, 
in  addition  to  the  growth  of  its  two  cities,  in 
every  section  of  our  beautiful  county  whose 
history  is  so  dear  to  every  son  and  daughter 
of  our  beloved  old  Chautauqua. 

PETER    B.  ALEXANDER. 

Peter  B.  Alexander  of  Dunkirk  was  of  the 
rugged  type  of  manhood  sure  to  resent  an 
insult,  never  failing  in  his  friendships  and 
not  wanting  in  his  appreciation  of  good  fel- 

lowship. He  was  born  at  North  Bast,  Penn- 
sylvania, February  1G,  1825,  and  there  dur- 

ing the  early  years  of  his  life  he  received 
that  sturdy  training  and  simple  education 
afforded  by  the  schools  of  the  time. 
With  a  large  stock  of  native  common 

sense,  he  prepared  to  battle  with  the  world. 
Until  1855  he  was  a  sailor  on  the  Great 
Lakes  accompanying  his  brother,  Captain 
Squire  Alexander,  on  frequent  trips.    It  was 

PETER  B.  ALEXANDER. 

in  18G5  that  he  formally  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  Laona  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 

facture of  printing  paper  in  partnership  with 
his  brother-in-law,  the  late  W.  D.  Kellogg. 
He  was  successful  in  his  business  affairs 
and  in  1888  he  moved  to  Dunkirk  where  he 
resided  with  his  happy  family  until  the  day 
of  his  death. 

In  the  City  of  Baltimore  on  January  2, 
185G,  he  and  Mary  Ann  Graham  were  united 
in  marriage.  His  wife  died  December  29, 
1897,  and  his  son,  William  F.  Alexander,  died 
on  December  17,  1900.  Peter  B.  Alexander 
died  on  March  24,  1902,  and  he  was  sur- 
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JOHN  W.  liABCOCK. 

vived  by  the  following  children:  Miss  Vir- 
ginia M.  Alexander  of  Allegheny;  Clifford  J. 

and  John  G.  Alexander,  respected  citizens 
of  Dunkirk. 

The  late  Peter  B.  Alexander  was  converted 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  1845.  Ke  was  a  devoted  and  thereafter 

lifelong  member  of  that  organization,  serv- 
ing as  layman  and  in  other  capacities  until 

the  day  of  his  death.  In  the  passing  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Dunkirk  lost  an  esteemed  citizen 

and  the  younger  generation  a  keen  and  lov- 
ing friend. 

JOHN    W.  BABCOCK. 

John  W.  Babcock,  the  only  and  adopted 
son  of  Delos  and  Huldah  Babcock,  was  born 
November  2C,  1851,  in  the  town  of  Ellicott. 
His  real  family  name  before  adoption  was 
Wicks,  and  he  is  the  own  brother  of  Charles 
H.  and  Andrew  W.  Wicks.  He  lived  in  El- 
lery  till  the  spring  of  1857,  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Levant  in  the  town  of  Poland  and 

their  farm  here  was  John's  home  until  1874. 
Like  many  other  progressive  men  of  this 

county  he  was  thoroughly  accustomed  to 
the  toll  and  privations  of  farm  life.  At  an 
early  age  he  showed  a  strong  fondness  for 
school  life  and  this  bent  of  mind  was  en- 

couraged by  his  parents. 

ELNORA m  babcock. 

He  taught  the  winter  terms  of  his  own 
district  school  for  the  years  18C7-C8  and  re- 

ceived his  first  higher  education  in  the 
Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate  In- 

stitute whence  he  was  graduated  in  June 
1870.  He  also  taught  one  term  of  school 
during  the  winter  of  1809-70  at  Sugargrove. 
Pa. 
Having  obtained  a  state  scholarship  in 

1874,  he  entered  Cornell  University  where 
he  graduated  four  years  later  with  the  de- 
g-ee  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

December,  1870,  he  married  Miss  Elnora 
E.  Monroe  of  Freehold  Township,  Pennsyl- 

vania. Their  four  children  were  Maude  R. 
Frederick  M.,  Gertrude  M.  and  Jessie  H., 
of  whom  the  last  two  died  in  infancy. 

In  1878  Mr.  Baucock  was  appointed  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Silver  Creek  Academy  and  re- 

mained there  until  he  came  to  Dunkirk  in 

1880  as  Principal  of  the  Academy  and  teach- 
er of  languages  and  mathematics.  In  1881 

he  became  City  Superintendent  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  city,  discharging  the 

duties  of  Superintendent  in  a  most  compe- 
tent and  faithful  manner  and  under  his 

management  the  schools  won  an  excellent 
reputation.  The  fact  that  he  served  as 
Superintendent  for  twenty  continuous  years 
shows  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by 
the  citizens  of  Dunkirk. 
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He  is  a  member  of  Irondequoit  Lodge* 

Dunkirk  Chapter,  Dunkirk  Council  and  Dun- 
kirk Commandery. 

During  the  year  1899  Mr.  Babcock  be- 
came largely  interested  in  the  mining  busi- 

ness in  the  State  of  Washington.  Immedi- 
ately after  resigning  the  Superintendency 

of  the  Dunkirk  Schools,  he  was  elected  Vice 
President  and  a  Director  of  the  Columbia 
River  Gold  Mining  Company,  which  office 
he  still  holds. 

Although  much  of  his  time  is  spent  in 
Washington  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  still 
make  Dunkirk  their  home. 

ELNORA  M.  BABCOCK. 

Elnora  Monroe  Babcock.,  wife  of  John  W. 
Babcock,  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Free- 

hold, Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 11,  1852,  where  she  lived  until  her 

marriage. 
Since  1889  she  has  been  actively  engaged 

in  suffrage  work  and  for  several  years  has 
held  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Press 
Work  for  the  National  Suffrage  Associa- 
tion. 

From  early  girlhood  she  felt  the  injustice 
of  denying  to  women  a  voice  in  the  affairs 
of  government,  which  concerns  them  equal- 

ly with  men,  but  as  her  time  was  taken  to  a 
great  extent  with  household  affairs  and 
she  lived  in  a  community  where  but  few 
sympathized  with  the  cause  and  none  ready 
to  come  out  and  take  a  stand  for  it.  she  did 
no  active  work  along  this  line  until  1889. 
when  mainly  through  her  efforts  a  Political 
Equality  Club  was  organized  in  Dunkirk 
of  which  she  was  made  President.  The 

club  flourished  remarkably  under  her  man- 
agement, soon  increasing  its  membership 

from  twelve  to  one  hundred.  Before  the 
close  of  her  first  year  as  President  of  the 
Dunkirk  Club  she  was  elected  President  of 
the  Chautauqua  County  Political  Equality 
Club,  which  became  the  most  thoroughly 
organized  county  in  the  United  States  and 
remained  the  banner  county  during  her 

Presidency,  having  twenty-five  flourishing- 
local  clubs  within  its  borders  and  an  en- 

rolled membership  of  eighteen  hundred. 
She  presided  over  the  first  Woman  Suf- 

frage meeting  ever  held  at  the  great  Chau- 
tauqua Assembly,  July  25,  1891,  where 

through  the  efforts  of  the  County  Club, 
Woman  Suffrage  was  given  a  place  on  their 
program.    During  the  three  years  in  which 

she  served  as  President  of  the  County  Club, 
she  presided  each  year  at  Chautauqua  on 

Woman's  Day.  She  also  presided  at  Lily 
Dale  on  Woman's  Day  during  her  Presi- 

dency of  the  County  Club. 
At  the  end  of  three  years  she  resigned  the 

Presidency  of  the  County  Club  to  take  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Press  Work  for 
the  New  York  State  Suffrage  Association. 
In  this  work  she  met  with  such  marked 
success  that  it  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  National  Suffrage  Association  and  at 
the  earnest  request  of  Miss  Susan  B.  An- 

thony she  was  induced  to  take  the  office  of 
National  Press  Superintendent  which  she 
did  in  1899.  Under  her  management  the 
work  has  been  thoroughly  organized  until 
there  is  scarcely  a  newspaper  in  the  United 

States|  that  does  not  receive  suffrage  matter 
either  directly  or  indirectly  through  the 
National  Suffrage  Press  Bureau  in  Dun- 
kirk. 

She  has  sent  out  one  hundred  seventy-five 
thousand  articles  the  past  year  in  addition 
to  what  her  various  state  and  local  assist- 

ants have  furnished  their  own  local  papers. 
She  also  furnishes  various  press  associa- 

tions and  newspaper  syndicates  with  suf- 
frage matter. 

FRANK    B.  BARNARD. 

Frank  B.  Barnard  is  everywhere  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  enterprising  and  popu- 

lar citizens  of  Dunkirk.  Born  in  Brandon, 
Vermont,  August  G,  1853,  Mr.  Barnard  came 
to  Dunkirk  in  November  of  1875.  It  was 
as  an  employe  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
that  Mr.  Barnard  came  to  his  adopted  city; 
and  as  he  served  this  corporation  for  twen- 

ty-seven years,  it  is  evident  by  that  fact  that 
he  is  faithful  to  every  trust  and  determined 
in  the  execution  of  the  plans  at  hand. 

Mr.  Barnard's  education  was  commenced 
in  the  district  schools  and  later  he  took 
a  course  in  the  Erie  High  School.  But  in 
addition  to  the  studies  of  the  Academy,  Mr. 
Barnard  has  profited  by  contact  with  life 
and  through  his  service  for  a  company  al- 

ways demanding  the  highest  measure  of  ad- 
ministrative ability.  He  was  married  to 

Emma  L.  Burman  of  Dunkirk  June  8,  1882, 
and  they  have  two  children:  Ella  L.  and 
Frances  J.  Barnard.  The  family  is  highly 

respected  in  the  social  circles  of  the  North- 
ern Shore. 

Mr.    Barnard   has    traits   of  personality 
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which  naturally  led  him  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  politics.  Under  the  appointment 
of  Mayor  Alexander  Williams,  Sr.,  he  served 
as  Police  Commissioner  for  four  years;  and 
at  the  present  time  he  is  Postmaster  of  Dun- 

kirk, having  been  appointed  by  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  In  these  public  as  well 
as  private  trusts  he  has  met  the  exacting 
standards  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Barnard's  business  and  public  activi- 
ties are  supplemented  by  membership  in 

the  following:  The  Masonic  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Commandery 
No.  40,  Knights  Templar,  and  Scottish  Rite. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  Red 
Men,  Loyal  Legion  and  Order  of  the  Iro- 

quois. He  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Church. 

JOHN    S.  BEGGS. 

John  S.  Beggs  was  born  in  Dunkirk  De- 
cember 24,  1822.  He  was  educated  in  the 

common  schools  and  began  his  business 
career  on  the  lakes.  In  1846  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  New  York  and  Brie  Rail- 

road Company  in  the  engineering  depart- 
ment, first  working  on  the  Delaware  Divi- 
sion. On  the  completion  of  the  road  to 

Dunkirk  he  was  assigned  to  a  locomotive, 
his  run  being  between  Piermont  and  Mid- 
dletown.  He  subsequently  served  as  a  con- 

ductor and  later  was  appointed  to  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  Roadmaster  of  the 

Western  Division.  He  served  in  this  capac- 
ity until  18G5,  with  great  credit  to  himself 

and  benefit  to  the  company,  and  was  then 
promoted  to  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Western  Division.  In  this  last  office 
he  succeeded  the  founder  of  the  locomotive 
works.  In  1882  he  retired  from  that  office 
and  accepted  the  position  of  freight  agent 
of  the  company  at  Dunkirk,  a  place  of  great 
importance  and  one  that  he  filled  with  abil- 

ity until  his  death,  March  11,  1889.  He  mar- 
ried in  1849,  Malvina,  daughter  of  Suel  Dick- 

inson of  Dunkirk.  Five  children  were  born — 
Leonora,  Henry,  Edward,  Frederick  and 
John  S.  He  was  a  life  long  and  unswerving 
Democrat.  From  1861  to  1873,  inclusive,  a 
period  of  thirteen  years,  he  represented  the 
Town  of  Dunkirk  on  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors. He  was  untiring  in  this  service,  both 
for  the  interests  of  his  town  and  the  county, 
and  his  record  as  shown  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  stamp  him  as  one  of  the  lead- 

ing spirits.  He  was  a  member  of  tthe 
Water  Board  of  Dunkirk  from  its  organiza- 

tion in  1868  until  his  death.  He  was  also 
the  last  President  of  Dunkirk  under  its  vil- 

lage charter.  He  was  a  leading  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  for  many  years 
was  a  Knight  Templar. 

CHARLES  BLOOD. 

Charles  Blood,  now  serving  his  twenty- 
sixth  year  as  Coroner  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty, and  whose  embalming  board  and  fluid 
are  used  by  the  leading  undertakers  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  the  City  of 
Ottawa,  Canada,  October  30,  1835,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Harriet  (Burpee) 

Blood.  The  Blood  family  is  of  Irish  de- 
scent and  one  branch  of  it  settled  in  Ver- 
mont, whereof  its  descendants,  one  was 

William  Blood,  who  was  born  in  1811.  He 
removed  in  early  life  to  Ottawa,  Canada, 
where  he  resided  for  some  years  and  after- 

wards in  1852  settled  at  Lockport,  New 
York,  which  he  made  his  place  of  residence 
until  his  death  in  1876  at  sixty-five  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  Republican  and  in  early  life 
had  met  with  the  sad  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  in  Ottawa  in  1841.  Mr.  Blood  was  en- 

gaged during  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  the  manufacture  of  chairs  in  the  Cities 
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of  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  Buffalo  and  Lock- 
port,  New  York. 

Charles  Blood  was  reared,  until  lie  was 
six  years  of  age,  in  Ottawa,  when  his  par- 

ents removed  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where 
he  resided  until  1852,  when  he  went  with 
the  family  to  Lockport,  New  York.  At  the 
latter  place  he  learned  the  trade  of  uphol- 

sterer and  in  1858  came  to  Dunkirk  where 
he  embarked  in  the  furniture  business,  to 
which  he  added  undertaking  in  1866.  His 
success  as  an  undertaker  and  funeral  direc- 

tor was  so  complete,  that  he  soon  disposed 
of  his  furniture  business  and  has  given  his 
attention  ever  since  to  undertaking.  A  lead- 

ing paper  says:  "He  is  not  only  one  of  the 
leading  undertakers  of  New  York  but  is  a 
thoroughly  representative  man  of  the  most 

generous  impulses  and  genial  qualities." 
He  is  one  of  the  nineteen  undertakers 

who  signed  the  call  to  organize  the  New 

York  State  Undertakers'  Association,  which 
owes  much  of  its  effectiveness  to  his  ef- 

forts. One  of  the  most  important  events 

of  Mr.  Blood's  life  is  his  invention  and 
patenting  of  the  "Folding  Embalming  Board." 
It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  conven- 

ient and  scientific  contrivances  for  hand- 
ling the  dead  which  has  ever  been  intro- 

duced in  the  United  States  and  has  re- 
ceived the  commendation  of  every  under- 

taker who  has  examined  it,  as  attested  by 
the  many  nattering  letters  in  the  posses- 

sion of  its  manufacturer.  In  addition  to 
the  invention  of  his  popular  embalming 

board,  he  has  compounded  an  "Antiseptic 
Embalming  Fluid,"  which  has  met  with 
marked  success  wherever  it  has  been  used. 
It  is  injected  into  the  arterial  circulation. 
These  two  inventions  are  not  only  sold  in 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  but  also  in 
many  foreign  countries. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics;  has  been 

one  of  the  Coroners  of  Chautauqua  County 
continuously  for  the  past  twenty-six  years, 
and  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  Past  Master 
of  Irondequoit  Lodge,  No.  301,  Free  and  Ac- 

cepted Masons,  and  a  member  of  Dunkirk 
Chapter,  No.  191,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Dun- 

kirk Council,  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters;, and  Dunkirk  Commandery,  No.  40, 

Knight  Templars,  and  Ismailia  Shrine  of 
Buffalo. 

On  November  30,  1860,  he  married  Emily 

DeWitt,  daughter  of  Alvin  DeWitt  of  Dun- 
kirk. They  have  had  five  children:  Charles, 

Frank  and  Fred,  deceased;  T.  Hersee,  mar- 

ried Adeline  W.  Kidder,  daughter  of  Rev. 
P.  P.  Kidder,  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
as  well  as  undertaking,  with  his  father  and 
is  a  licensed  embalmer;  Myrtie,  married 
Clement  J.  Reed,  station  agent  at  Falconer, 
New  York,  where  they  reside. 
He  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  fav- 

orable press  notices,  one  of  which  said: 
"For  thirty-eight  years  Mr.  Blood  has  been 
a  successful  undertaker.  His  experience  in 
this  line  is  of  great  service  to  him  as  Cor- 

oner and  has  enabled  him  to  save  an  ex- 
pense to  the  county  in  many  ways.  As  an 

embalmer  he  has  no  superior  and  when 
the  body  of  an  unknown  person  has  come 
under  his  charge,  he  has  always  embalmed 
the  remains  free  of  charge  and  kept  them 
for  several  weeks,  while  he  made  every 
effort  for  their  identification.  Often  friends 
from  distant  states  have  identified  the  re- 

mains from  a  photograph  taken  several 

days  after  the  body  has  been  embalmed." 
Charles  Blood  is  a  man  of  energy  and  bus- 

iness capacity,  as  is  attested  by  the  flour- 
ishing condition  of  his  undertaking  trade. 

JAMES  G.  BLUNT. 

James  G.  Blunt  was  born  at  Cincinatus, 
Cortland  County,  New  York,  April  7,  1868. 
Graduated  from  Ligonier  High  School  of 
Ligonier,  Indiana,  in  1888,  after  which  he 

took  a  three  years'  course  in  Mechanical 
Engineering  in  the  University  of  Michigan. 
He  then  was  one  year  with  Bucyrus  Steam 
Shovel  and  Dredge  Company  of  Bucyrus, 
Ohio;  two  years  with  Welland  Iron  Works 
at  Welland,  Canada;  one  year  with  Industrial 
Works,  Bay  City,  Michigan;  two  years  as 
instructor  in  manual  training  in  Pueblo, 
Colorado,  public  High  School,  and  for  the 
past  eight  years  chief  draftsman  for  the 
American  Locomotive  Company  at  Dunkirk. 
Mr.  Blunt  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  a 

member  of  the  Central  Railway  Club  of  Buf- 
falo. He  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators 

of  the  Dunkirk  Sand  and  Supply  Company, 
and  at  present  Treasurer  of  that  company. 

TIMOTHY  BRICK. 

Timothy  Brick  was  born  near  the  City  of 
Tralee  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  in  1831, 
and  died  in  Dunkirk  December  3,  1898.  He 
came  to  Dunkirk  in  1850  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  whose 
road  was  then  under  the  process  of  con- 
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struction.  Shortly  thereafter  he  entered 
the  printing  office  of  W.  L.  Carpenter,  edi- 

tor and  publisher  of  the  Dunkirk  Journal, 
where  he  remained  until  1854,  at  which 
time  he  opened  a  grocery  store  on  Third 
Street.  In  185G  he  built  the  Farmers  Ex- 

change Hotel,  located  on  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Lion  and  Third  Streets,  and  carried 

on  a  hotel  business  there  until  1878  when 
he  purchased  the  Eastern  Hotel.  Here  he 
continued  in  business  until  his  death,  having 
passed  forty-two  years  in  the  hotel  business. 
For  more  than  thirty  of  his  last  years  of 
hotel-keeping  he  had  no  bar  and  kept  a 
strictly  temperance  house.  When  others 
endeavored  to  persuade  him  to  put  a  bar 
into  his  hotel  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
make  his  business  much  more  profitable 

financially,  his  conscientious  reply  was:  "I 
don't  want  money  made  that  way."  He 
was  probably  the  oldest  hotel  landlord  in 
Chautauqua  County  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  deceased  was  strictly  a  home  man 

and  yet  he  was  widely  known.  His  regis- 
ters show  that  people  from  almost  every 

part  of  the  world  had  been  his  guests  and 
to  his  fellow  citizens  he  was  known  as  a 
straightforward,  strictly  honest  man,  always 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  day.  In  his 
family  he  was  a  kind  and  thoughtful  hus>- 
band  and  father. 

Mr.  Brick  was  married  February,  1854, 
in  Buffalo,  and  his  wife  survives  him.  Their 
children  were:  T.  John,  William  F.,  E. 
Emily,  Henry  F.,  Carrie  A.,  Emma,  Lizzie 
G.  and  Katie  E. 

HENRY  F.  BRICK. 

Henry  F.  Brick  was  born  in  Dunkirk  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  a 
resident  of  that  city.  He  is  a  son  of  Tim- 

othy and  Elizabeth  Brick  (see  preceding 
sketch.) 

His  early  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  Dunkirk,  but  later  he  at- 

tended the  Normal  at  Fredonia  and  finished 

off  with  a  course  in  the  Eastman's  Business 
College  in  Poughkeepsie.  His  first  position 
in  the  mercantile  world  was  with  Adam, 
Meldrum  &  Anderson  in  Buffalo,  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  boot  and  shoe  business 

was  obtained  in  Jewett's  shoe  store,  Buffalo. 
Returning  to  Dunkirk,  Mr.  Brick  engaged 
with  his  father,  T.  M.  Brick,  in  the  manage- 

ment of  the  Eastern  Hotel,  until  he  opened 
his  shoe  store  at  315  Lion  Street  in  1894. 
which  business  has  steadily  increased  until 

now  he  has  one  of  the  most  complete  es- 
tablishments in  Western  New  York,  outside 

of  Buffalo.  He  carries  all  the  best  makes 
of  boots  and  shoes  manufactured  and  the 
public  can  always  be  suited  here  in  quality, 
style,  price  and  fit.  There  is  nothing  lack- 

ing in  the  stock.  He  is  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  his  business  and  studies  the  needs 

and  wants  of  his  customers  and  therefore 
keeps  in  stock  footwear  to  suit  all  classes. 

Mr.  Brick  stands  high  in  the  business 
community.  In  1899  he  was  elected  Presi- 

dent of  the  Merchants'  Association  of  the 
City  of  Dunkirk.  He  served  on  the  Board 
of  Assessors  for  seven  years  and  is  a  mem- 

ber of  St.  Mary's  Lyceum. 

TRU  EM  AN   ROWLEY  COLMAN. 

Trueman  Rowley  Colman  was  born  in 
Coventry,  Connecticut,  November  13,  1809. 
He  came  of  Puritan  stock,  his  ancestors  hav- 

ing lived  in  Coventry  as  early  as  1713,  and 
from  them  doubtless  he  inherited  his  Chris- 

tian character,  his  intense  love  of  right  and 
hatred   of   wrong.     With    his    parents  he 

TRUEMAN  K.  COLMAN. 

moved  to  Madison  County,  New  York,  in 
1814,  and  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  began 
business  for  himself.  In  182G  he  went  to 
Utica  when  he  became  manager  of  a  large 
mercantile  firm.  In  March,  1829,  he  pur- 

chased the  stock  removed  it  to  Ellicottville 

and  began  his  mercantile  career.  "Up  to 
about  1843  he  was  one  of  the  leading  mer- 

chants of  Cattaraugus  County.    He  then  in 
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company  wltli  others  purchased  seventy- 
five  thousand  acres  of  land,  located  in  Cat- 

taraugus. Allegany  and  Wyoming  Counties, 
which  they  afterwards  sold  at  a  large  pro- 

fit. He  remained  at  Ellicotrville  until  1S54, 
when  he  removed  to  Dunkirk  and  estab- 

lished the  Lake  Shore  Bank,  of  -which  he  was 
President  until  his  death.  August  18.  1884. 

Mr.  Colman  was  appointed  Treasurer  of 
Cattaraugus  County  in  1S-HJ  and  reappoint- 

ed again  in  1847.  He  married  at  Ellieott- 
Tille.  April  21.  1831.  Sophia  M.  Beecher. 
who  died  at  Dunkirk.  September  30.  1807. 
aged  fifty-four  years.  Their  children  were: 
Charles  Henry,  born  July  -5.  1832.  died  Au- 

gust 19.  1832;  Emily,  born  July  3.  1833  died 
December  9.  1833:  Albert  Emilius.  born  Feb- 

ruary 8.  183-5.  married,  first  Emma  Chap- 
man, deceased,  married  second  Eliza  Rus- 
sell; Lydia  Beecher.  born  June  8,  1837, 

married  James  H.  VanBuren.  died  October 
8.  1872:  Ellen  Sophia  born  August  25.  1840. 
married,  first  Captain  P.  Barrett,  killed  in 
battle:  married  second.  Dr.  Asa  S.  Couch: 

Mary  Melissa  born  December  31.  1842.  mar- 
ried Samuel  J.  Gifford:  William  Trueman. 

born  February  18,  1845.  married  Grace  Ken- 
nedy, died  at  Dunkirk  June  11,  1891. 

Mr.  Colman  was  an  active  member  of  the 

Episcopal  Church.  Having  risen  from  a  con- 
dition of  poverty  in  his  early  days  to  one 

of  affluence  in  later  life,  his  greatest  pleas- 
ure was  in  helping  those  who  were  deserv- 

ing. , 

WILLIAM  T.  COLMAN. 

From  early  boyhood  he  was  prominently 
connected  with  the  Lake  Shore  Bank,  which 
was  founded  in  1854  by  his  father,  the  late 
Trueman  R.  Colman.  and  upon  the  death 
of  the  latter  in  August,  1884,  the  duties  ol 
President  of  the  bank,  and  the  general  man- 

agement of  its  financial  affairs  devolved 
upon  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  re- 

sponsibility then  thrown  upon  Mr.  Colman 
was  assumed  with  a  determination  to  carry 
forward  the  business  of  the  bank  with  the 
same  energy,  fidelity  and  integrity  that  had 

been  so  prominent  a  trait  in  his  father's 
management-  In  his  business  and  the  af- 

fairs of  the  city  in  which  he  was  interested, 
in  social  life  and  among  the  large  c.rcie  of 
friends  with  whom  he  was  continually  meet- 

ing, he  was  genial  and  pleasant,  and  the 
soul  of  honor.  He  was  frequently  called 
upon  to  fill  positions  of  honor  and  trust  by 

his  fellow  citizens  and  several  times  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council 

In  1877  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Village  of  Dunkirk  and  was  always  active 
in  all  matters  that  tended  to  its  growth  and 
advancement.  Mr.  Colman  was  born  at 
Ellieottville  February  18.  1845.  and  removed 
to  Dunkirk  in  1854.  In  June,  1871.  he  mar- 

ried Miss  Grace  Kennedy,  eldest  daughter 
of  Charles  Kennedy,  now  of  Washington. 
District  of  Columbia  She  died  in  February. 
1885.  leaving  four  children:  Agnes,  married 
L.  X.  Murray,  now  deceased:  Elsie,  died  in 
1895:  Royal  C.  married  Bessie  W.  White, 
now  resides  in  New  York  City,  and  Shirley. 

WILLIAM  T.  COLMAN. 

married  Florence  G.  McDonnell  of  Wheel- 
ing. West  Virginia,  now  connected  with 

the  Lake  Shore  National  Bank  and  resides 
in  Dunkirk.  He  has  one  son,  W.  T.  Col- 
man. 

Two  sisters  alone  remain  of  the  original 
household:  Mrs,  S.  J.  Gifford  of  Dunkirk 
and  Mrs.  Dr.  Couch  of  Fredonia  His  mother 
died  in  18C7.  At  the  time  of  his  death.  June 
11.  1891.  Mr.  Colman  was  President  of  the 

Citizens"  Club,  of  Buffalo  Club,  a  member  of 
St.  John's  Vestry  since  1SS5.  a  member  of 
the  Water  Board.  He  was  a  pure  minded 
benevolent  Christian  gentleman  in  every 
respect 
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THOMAS  J.  CUMMINGS. 

Thomas  J.  Cummings,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent young  men  of  Northern  Chautauqua,  has 

been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Dunkirk.  He  was 
born  in  that  city  on  July  14,  1871;  there  he 
received  the  preliminary  education  leading 
to  his  subsequent  professional  course;  and 
in  that  community  he  has  won  the  political 
and  professional  success  merited  by  every 
young  man  of  ability  and  integrity. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 

native  city;  took  a  course  in  the  Dunkirk 
High  School  and  subsequently  attended  St. 

Mary's  Academy.    Having  the  advantages  of 

THOMAS  J.  CUMMINGS. 

such  preparation,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Fredonia  State  Normal  and  Training  School 
during  the  year  1892.  During  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  year  Mr.  Cummings  taught 
school  in  the  Cherry  Creek- Villenova  Dis- 

trict of  the  county. 
Thus  having  taken  advantage  of  his  many 

early  opportunities  and  having  profited  by 
the  counsel  of  his  seniors,  Mr.  Cummings 
determined  to  adopt  the  law  as  his  chosen 
profession.  He  entered  the  office  of  Stearns 
&  Warner,  where  he  enjoyed  the  atmosphere 
of  an  active  legal  practice.  Later  Mr.  Cum- 

mings entered  Cornell  University  and  the 
Cornell  Law  School,  being  graduated  from 

the  latter  department  of  the  institution  in 
1898  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
The  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
at  Rochester,  New  York,  and  thereafter  he 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stearns, 
Warner  &  Cummings.  He  remained  with 
that  legal  partnership  until  January,  1901, 
and  since  that  date  he  has  been  a  successful 
individual  practitioner.  Mr.  Cummings  pos- 

sesses executive  as  well  as  oratorical  abil- 
ity and  his  rise  in  the  profession  has  been 

a  fulfillment  of  the  anticipations  of  his 
many  friends. 

Even  before  his  admission  to  the  Bar  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  active  in  the 
Democratic  politics  of  the  county.  In  1899 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Member  of  the  As- 

sembly in  the  Second  Chautauqua  District 
against  S.  Fred  Nixon,  and  during  1902-3  he 
served  two  terms  satisfactorily  as  City  At- 

torney of  Dunkirk.  At  the  present  writing 
Mr.  Cummings  is  serving  his  second  two 
year  term  as  Supervisor  from  Dunkirk. 

Mr.  Cummings  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association;  affiliated  with 

Buffalo  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus;  An- 
cient Order  Hibernians,  and  of  the  Young 

Men's  Association.  He  is  active  in  St.  Mary's 
Lyceum,  the  Liberal  Club  and  the  Dunkirk 
Club.  In  religion  he  is  a  communicant  of  St. 

Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Dunkirk. 
Mr.  Cummings  is  a  son  of  Michael  and 

Ellen  (Canty)  Cummings,  early  residents  of 
the  city  of  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Cummings  (father) 
was  a  member  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred 

Eighty-seventh  Regiment,  New  York  Volun- 
teers. He  died  in  1880  and  Mrs.  Cummings 

in  1895. 

ROBERT    J.  GROSS. 

Robert  J.  Gross  may  be  numbered  in  the 
list  of  the  industrial  leaders  of  Chautau- 

qua County.  His  life  record  is  the  story  of 
a  young  man  who  on  his  own  initiative  and 
by  personal  industry,  rose  from  the  ranks 
to  leadership  in  the  world  of  affairs.  Rob- 

ert J.  Gross  was  born  in  Brighton,  Canada, 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  November,  1850. 
After  securing  an  elementary  education  in 

the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Montreal  Telegraph 

Company  in  18G3,  being  then  but  thirteen 
years  of  age.  As  a  telegraph  operator  he 
was  alert  and  awake  to  such  opportunities 
as  were  presented  to  an  ambitious  young 
man.    At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left  his 



ROBERT  J.  GROSS. 



484 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

native  land  for  the  United  States  and  after 
some  years  in  Buffalo  and  Dunkirk  as  train 
dispatcher  for  the  Erie  Railroad,  entered 
Pueblo,  Colorado,  where  he  held  the  posi- 

tions of  Trainmaster  and  Superintendent  of 
Transportation.  He  saw  and  took  an  ac- 

tive part  in  the  building  of  that  road,  which 
was  done  under  the  most  trying  and  un- 

usual conditions  from  an  engineering  stand- 
point and  otherwise.  He  left  the  Denver 

and  Rio  Grande  in  1881  to  engage  with  the 
Erie  Railroad  at  Dunkirk  and  in  1882 
with  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works  in 
Dunkirk,  New  York,  and  has  since  been  an 
active  factor  in  the  management  of  their 
affairs. 

A  glance  at  the  list  of  industrial,  frater- 
nal and  religious  organizations  of  which 

Mr.  Gross  is  a  member  will  show  that  he 
is  a  man  of  unbounded  activity  and  broad 
vision.  He  became  Vice  President  of  the 
Brooks  Locomotive  Works  in  1892  and  re- 

mained actively  in  that  position  until  June, 
1901,  when  that  company  was  absorbed  and 
became  one  of  the  eight  constituent  works  of 
the  American  Locomotive  Company.  Mr. 
Gross  was  made  Second  Vice  President  of 
the  new  company  and  in  that  position  is  one 
of  the  salient  forces  that  have  placed  the 
American  Locomotive  Company  in  the  fore- 

front of  the  locomotive  works  of  the  world. 
He  is  in  close  touch  with  the  financial  lead- 

ers and  important  industrial  interests  of 
this  and  other  countries  and  his  counsel  is 

sought  in  many  of  the  important  undertak- 
ings of  this  progressive  age.  Not  only  the 

city  of  Dunkirk  but  the  county  alike  is  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Gross,  for  by  his  executive 

ability  and  insight  he  has  been  one  of  the 
principal  factors  in  the  continuous  devel- 

opment of  the  American  Locomotive  Com- 
pany, whose  products  may  be  found  in  every 

portion  of  the  earth.  Had  it  not  been  for  this 
corporation,  the  population  of  Dunkirk  would 
be  far  smaller  and  Chautauqua  County  would 
not  have  the  honor  of  producing  locomo- 

tives which  have  received  the  approval  of 
experts  in  many  lands.  One  would  surmise 
that,  as  Second  Vice  President  of  the  Amer- 

ican Locomotive  Company,  Mr.  Gross  would 
have  every  moment  occupied.  But,  fortu- 

nately for  the  city  of  his  adoption,  such 
is  not  the  case.  Mr.  Gross  has  likewise 
been  President  of  the  United  States  Rad- 

iator Company  since  its  incorporation  in 
May,  1890.  It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
upon   the   extensive   shops   maintained  by 

that  company  in  Dunkirk.  Since  its  organi- 
zation he  has  been  one  of  the  prominent 

directors  of  the  Hartford  Axle  Works,  of 
Dunkirk,  which  was  recently  reorganized 
into  the  American  Air  Tool  Company  with 
Mr.  Gross  as  President  and  Director,  and 
in  1902  became  a  director  of  the  Webb 
C.  Ball  Watch  Company,  whose  plant  is 
located  in  the  City  of  Cleveland.  In  con- 

nection with  his  financial  interests,  Mr. 
Gross  became  a  director  of  the  Lake  Shore 
National  Bank  in  1898  and  continued  in  the 
directory  until  1903  when  he  was  elected 
President  and  director  of  the  Merchants 
National  Bank  of  Dunkirk,  which  is  now 
building  a  handsome  up-to-date  bank  build- 

ing to  take  care  of  its  increasing  business. 
These  details  demonstrate  that  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  among  the  first  of  the  in- 

dustrial leaders  of  the  state. 

No  less  worthy  of  mention  are  the  ac- 
tivities of  Mr.  Gross  in  fraternal,  relig- 

ious and  social  organizations. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fratern- 

ity and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree in  that  ancient  and  honorable  order. 

He  is  also  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Being  an  active  churchman  he  is  a  mem- 
ber- and  trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian 

Church  of  Dunkirk  to  which  he  has  recent- 
ly made  the  munificent  gift  of  a  set  of  beau- 

tiful chimes  (ten  bells.)  The  rich  and 
tuneful  harmonies  of  this  chime  of  bells  are 

much  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Dun- 
kirk as  well  as  by  the  stranger  within  her 

gates.  Mr.  Gross  is  also  a  trustee  of  the 
Buffalo  Presbytery  and  of  Fisk  University, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

His  interest  in  the  proper  development 
and  welfare  of  young  men  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  in  perpetuity 

and  a  director  of  the  Dunkirk  Young  Men's 
Association. 

Not  unlike  many  of  those  who  have  risen 
from  the  ranks,  Mr.  Gross  maintains  an  in- 

terest in  the  vocation  of  his  youth,  being  a 

member  of  the  Old  Time  Telegraphers'  As- 
sociation and  of  the  American  Railway 

Master.  Mechanics'  Association. 
In  a  social  and  professional  capacity  Mr. 

Gross  is  a  member  of  the  Lawyers'  Club 
of  New  York,  the  Transportation  and  Re- 

publican Clubs  of  New  York,  the  Country 
Club  of  Dunkirk,  the  Buffalo  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Dunkirk  Club  of  Dunkirk,  the  Minne- 

sota Club  of  St.  Paul,  the  Toronto  Club  of 

Toronto,  Ontario,  a  life  member  of  the  "Wei- 



DUNKIRK. 

485 

come  Society  of  Japan,"  and  the  well  known 
Union  League  Club  of  Chicago.  He  is  an 
affable  gentleman  whose  social  qualities 
make  him  a  popular  member  of  these  organi- 
zations. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Gross  have 
been  with  the  Republican  Party.  In  1883 
he  capably  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Re- 

publican County  Committee.  He  also  served 
for  a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  the  City 
of  Dunkirk  and  rendered  valuable  service. 

His  public  as  well  as  his  private  enter- 
prises have  always  been  characterized  by 

the  same  zeal  and  keenness  which  con- 
tributed to  the  early  success  which  he 

achieved  in  life. 
In  1903  Mr.  Gross  was  delegated  by  the 

directors  of  the  American  Locomotive  Com- 
pany to  make  a  thorough  investigation 

into  the  possibilities  of  extending  the  ex- 
port of  American  locomotives  into  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world  and  to  establish  per- 

manent business  relations  in  every  foreign 
country  with  the  American  Locomotive 
Company.  With  this  important  and  re- 

sponsible mission  in  mind  Mr.  Gross,  with 
his  Secretary,  Charles  M.  Muchnic,  left 
Dunkirk  and  sailed  from  San  Francisco 

March  11th  via  steamship  "Siberia,"  on  a 
trip  around  the  world.  The  journey  as 
planned  was  of  the  broadest  scope,  ex- 

ceeding that  of  any  business  trip  hereto- 
fore undertaken.  His  itinerary  included  a 

visit  to  Japan,  China  and  the  Philippine 
Islands.  From  Port  Arthur  he  traversed  the 
Great  Siberian  wastes  and  the  sweeping 
plains  of  Russia,  making  the  entire  journey 
to  St.  Petersburg  over  the  Great  Siberian 
Railway.  After  leaving  St.  Petersburg  he 
visited  nearly  every  country  in  Europe,  hav- 

ing accomplished  which  he  returned  to  New 
York  after  an  absence  of  nearly  a  year. 

Shortly  before  leaving  on  this  important 
journey  the  officers  of  the  American  Loco- 

motive Company  and  several  others  of  his 
associates  tendered  Mr.  Gross  a  farewell 
banquet  at  the  Buffalo  Club,  Buffalo,  New 
York. 

President  David  R.  Francis  of  the  Louis- 
iana Purchase  Exposition,  appreciating  Mr. 

Gross'  wide  business  and  manufacturing  ex- 
perience, appointed  him  a  member  of  the 

International  Jury  of  Awards  for  the  Ma- 
chinery Department.  The  group  Jury  chose 

Mr.  Gross  as  their  Chairman  and  he  subse- 
quently received  the  greater  honor  of  being 

elected  Chairman  of  the  department  or  Grand 
Jury  which  office  entitled  him  to  member- 

ship on  the  Superior  Jury  of  Awards  and  he 
served  until  final  adjournment  of  the  jury 
on  the  completion  of  their  important  duty. 

Mr.  Gross  established  his  residence  in 
Dunkirk  in  March,  1873.  Fourteen  years 
later  on  the  23rd  of  June,  1887,  he  married 
Helen  E.  Wheeler  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 
They  are  without  children.  They  have  a 
very  attractive  home  at  Number  60  West 
Fourth  Street  and  it  is  one  of  the  centers 
of  culture  and  refinement  in  the  social  life 
of  the  city. 

CHARLES  E.   H  EQU  EM  BOU  RG. 

Charles  Ezra  Hequembourg  was  born  at 
Dunkirk,  New  York,  July  9,  1845;  was  edu- 

cated in  the  common  schools;  served  in  the 
United  States  Army  from  1863  to  the  close 
of  the  war;  married  Harriet  E.  Thurber  of 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  July  31,  1872;  was  an 
early  operator  in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields, 
and  a  pioneer  in  the  development  of  natural 
gas  transportation;  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Dunkirk  in  March,  1894,  and  again  in  March, 
1895;  has  been  engaged  in  business,  chiefly 
as  civil  engineer  and  contractor,  in  Dunkirk 
since  1865. 

MARSHALL  L.  H  I  N  MAN. 

A  chronicle  of  the  career  of  Marshall  L. 
Hinman  of  Dunkirk,  implies  the  record  of 
a  man  who  has  been  a  factor  in  the  develop- 

ment of  one  of  the  notable  industries  of  the 
age,  one  who  in  public  office  and  private  life 
had  secured  and  maintained  the  respect  of 
the  community,  and  altogether  an  example 
of  the  well  rounded  man.  Born  in  the  Town 
of  East  Otto,  Cattaraugus  County,  New 
York,  December  12,  1841,  Mr.  Hinman  may 
be  rightly  termed  the  descendant  of  sturdy 
stock.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simeon  B. 
Hinman  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Cattaraugus  County,  having  moved  to  that 
then  wilderness  from  Vermont  in  1826.  Go- 

ing into  the  family  tree,  it  is  related  that 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  lineal  de- 

scendant of  Sergeant  Edward  Hinman,  a 
loyal  subject  of  King  Charles  the  First,  and 
who  in  order  to  save  his  neck  from  the  hal- 

ter of  Cromwell  came  to  New  England  be- 
tween 1650-1652  and  settled  in  Stratford, 

Connecticut. 
With  the  vigor  and  blood  of  this  ancestry 

in  his  veins,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr. 
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Hinman  is  one  of  those  rare  men  fitted  for 

the  highest  success.  Early  in  life  he  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  East  Otto  and  later 

he  took  a  special  course  in  the  higher 
branches  at  the  schools  of  Otto.  Having 

thus  made  adequate  preparations,  Mr.  Hin- 
man commenced  the  battle  of  life.  Taking 

up  his  residence  in  Dunkirk  April,  18G1,  he 
moved  to  Hornellsville  in  October,  1864,  and 
becoming  a  resident  of  New  York  City  in 
May,  1865,  he  returned  to  Dunkirk  to  take 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  Brooks  Lo- 

comotive Works,  the  birth  of  that  remarka- 
ble institution  dating  from  November,  18G9. 

Those  men  who  were  factors  in  the  organ- 
ization and  development  of  the  Brooks  Lo- 

comotive Works  will  be  regarded  as  pioneer 
captains  of  industry,  when  the  commercial 
history  of  the  generation  is  penned  in  de- 

tail. Mr.  Hinman  will  rank  among  the  fore- 
most. Throughout  all  the  viscissitudes  of 

locomotive  building  and  the  tribulations  of 
commercial  panic,  Mr.  Hinman  never  lost 
faith  in  the  ultimate  success  of  this  gigantic 
industry.  He  served  as  the  first  Treasurer 
and  Secretary  of  the  corporation,  then  the 
growth  of  the  plant  demanded  that  he  devote 

all  his  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  Treasurer's 
office;  he  widened  his  sphere  of  activity  as 
the  corporation  extended  and  he  was  called 
to  the  Vice  Presidency;  it  was  but  a  step 
to  the  Presidency  of  this  company  with  a 
national  prestige  and  he  occupied  that  office 
satisfactorily.  Subsequent  to  his  Presi- 

dency, Mr.  Hinman  served  for  another  per- 
iod as  Treasurer  of  the  Brooks  Locomotive 

Company. 
Having  succeeded  in  one  of  the  notable 

fields  of  industry,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
Mr.  Hinman  entered  into  other  branches  of 
commercial  activity.  He  was  elected  Vice 
President  of  the  Lake  Shore  National  Bank 
of  Dunkirk  April  30,  1883;  he  succeeded  to 
the  Presidency  upon  the  death  of  William 
T.  Colman  June  20,  1891,  and  he  continued  to 
hold  the  position  until  July  15,  1896.  The 
position  of  Mr.  Hinman  in  the  business  life 
of  Western  New  York  is  recognized  and  this 
is  not  the  place  for  an  enumeration  in  de- 

tail of  the  firms  and  corporations  in  whose 
success  he  is  interested. 

Having  made  a  success  of  his  business 
life,  Mr.  Hinman  devoted  some  attention 
to  politics.  He  was  the  Democratic  nomi- 

nee for  State  Senator  in  November,  1885, 
but  he  was  defeated  by  Hon.  Commodore  P. 
Vedder   in   this   dominant   Republican  dis- 

trict. But  his  townsmen  knew  his  worth 

and  ability  and  their  appreciation  was  un- 
stinted; he  was  elected  President  of  the 

Dunkirk  Board  of  Education  in  October, 

188G;  and  served  until  April  15,  1892.  Be- 
ing elected  Mayor  of  Dunkirk  in  1885,  he 

was  re-elected  and  served  as  executive  of 
that  city  until  April  21,  1887,  when  the  press 
of  business  engagements  necessitated  his 
resignation.  Later,  in  May,  1889,  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  and  continued  to  hold  that 

office  until  March  15,  1892.  Like  his  pri- 

vate obligations,  Mr.  Hinman  'in  the  full- 
fillment  of  his  public  duties  has  manifested 
ability,  insight  into  public  affairs  and  an  un- 

questioned integrity. 
He  was  married  to  Amanda  Josephine 

Miller,  eldest  daughter  of  Colonel  Ezra 
Miller,  in  Brooklyn,  September  1G,  1868. 
Their  daughter,  Sadie  Blanche  Hinman  is 
the  wife  of  William  May  Garland  and  re- 

sides in  Los  Angeles,  California.  Their 
son,  Marshall  L.  Hinman,  Jr.,  died  June 
14,  1888,  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years. 
The  Masonic  record  of  Mr.  Hinman  in- 

cludes membership  in  Dunkirk  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Council.  He  is  a  Past  Com- 

mander of  Dunkirk  Commandery. 

This  in  brief  is  the  chronicle  of  the  aggres- 
sive, ambitious  and  successful  life  of  Mar- 
shall L.  Hinman. 

CHARLES  D.  MURRAY. 

Charles  D.  Murray  had  an  interesting  and 
significant  lineage.  His  father.  Dauphin 
Murray,  was  Sheriff  of  Steuben  County,  New 
York,  and  participated  in  the  War  of  1812; 
while  his  grandfather  fought  at  Bunker  Hill 
and  in  other  Revolutionary  battles.  The 
maternal  side  of  the  line  is  equally  dis- 

tinguished, including  General  Sedgwick, 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  and  other  notable 
men.  Mr.  Murray  himself  had  an  interest- 

ing and  varied  career.  When  he  was  only 
nineteen  years  old  the  California  gold  fever 
broke  out,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
joined  the  westward  tide  of  emigration,  and 
in  due  season  reached  San  Francisco,  ft  is 
hard  to  picture  at  the  present  time  the 
scenes  of  those  days.  Men  flocked  to  the 
Pacific  coast  from  all  over  the  country — 
some  overland  by  wagon  and  others  around 
the  Horn — and  all  acquired,  if  not  tangible 
riches,  at  lepst  a  wealth  of  experience. 
Young  Murray,  however,  did  not  become  a 
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miner,  but  confined  his  attention  to  busi- 
ness pursuits.  Finding  no  other  opening, 

he  obtained  employment  as  a  drayman,  and 
as  soon  as  he  had  saved  a  little  money 
bought  a  dray  for  himself.  A  year  later  he 
engaged  in  the  produce  commission  trade 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Murray  &  Fos- 

ter. The  firm  carried  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness and  Mr.  Murray  made  two  voyages  to 

Australia  with  cargoes  of  lumber.  Such  an 
experience  was  full  of  interest  in  those  early 
days,  before  the  steam  vessel  and  the  cable 
had  dispelled  the  romance  connected  with 
that  distant  land. 

Mr.  Murray  was  called  east  in  1855  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  engaged  in  the  lum- 

ber business  at  Hinsdale,  Cattaraugus  Coun- 
ty, for  several  years.  The  commercial  de- 

pression following  the  panic  of  1857  and 
especially  a  strike  on  the  Brie  Railroad  pre- 

venting the  shipment  of  lumber,  brought 
business  reverses  to  Mr.  Murray  and  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  the  lumber  business  and 
begin  over  again.  He  obtained  a  position 
as  railway  mail  clerk  on  the  Brie  Road, 
traveling  between  Hornellsville  and  Dunkirk 
and  employed  all  of  his  spare  time  in  the 
study  of  law. 

In  18G0  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and 
at  once  opened  a  law  office  in  the  Town  of 
Hinsdale,  where  he  practiced  for  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Dun- 

kirk, where  he  won  for  himself  a  position 
at  the  Bar  and  in  public  life  that  has  made 
him  a  conspicuous  figure  in  Western  New 
York. 

Municipal  affairs  occupied  a  large  share  of 

Mr.  Murray's  time  and  thought.  He  served 
one  term  as  Mayor  of  Dunkirk  and  has 
been  repeatedly  nominated  for  high  offices 
by  the  Democratic  Party,  of  which  he  was 
an  ardent  supporter.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  several  state  conventions,  and  to  the 
national  convention  of  1884  that  nominated 
Grover  Cleveland  for  President. 

The  district  in  which  he  lived  is  strongly 
Republican  in  politics,  and  Democratic  suc- 

cess here  is  of  the  nature  of  a  forlorn 

hope.  Mr.  Murray  had  nevertheless  accept- 
ed the  nomination  of  his  party  for  the  State 

Assembly,  and  twice  for  representative  in 
Congress,  and  has  greatly  reduced  the  ma- 

jority of  his  opponents  whenever  he  has 
run.  In  1870,  for  example,  he  came  within 
three  hundred  votes  of  election  from  the 

Thirty-third  Congressional  District,  which 
usually  gives  a  Republican  majority  of  six 

thousand.    This  fact  attests  Mr.  Murray's 

popularity  at  home  and  shows  the  estimate 
placed  upon  him  by  those  who  knew  him 
best. 

In  educational  matters  Mr.  Murray  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  Dunkirk.  As 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
seven  years,  he  contributed  more  than  his 
fair  share  of  work  and  care  to  a  task  that 

often  proves  thankless.  The  internal  im- 
provements of  the  city  also  received  his  at- 

tention and  he  demonstrated  his  value  to  the 
city  not  only  as  Mayor  but  as  President 
of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners.  He 

was  President  of  the  Merchants'  National 
Bank  and  of  the  Hartford  Axle  Company, 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 

Radiator  Company.  He  was  a  communi- 
cant and  Senior  Warden  of  St.  John's  Epis- 

copal Church.  A  conservative  business 
man,  an  earnest  and  upright  citizen,  he  en- 

joyed the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Personal  Chronology. — Charles  De  Kalb 
Murray  was  born  at  Guilford,  New  York. 

May  4,  1831;  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation; engaged  in  commerce  in  San  Fran- 

cisco, 1850-55;  married  Orpha  A.  Bandfield 
of  Hinsdale,  New  York,  May  20.  1800;  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Buffalo  in  18G0;  was 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 

Dunkirk,  New  York,  1875-79,  and  1883-86; 
was  first  President  of  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  in  1871  and  Mayor  of  the 
city  in  1880;  was  nominated  for  Congress 
in  1870  and  1872,  and  for  the  Assembly  in 
1884;  had  practiced  law  in  Dunkirk  from 
18G4,  until  his  death  September  11,  1902. 

DAVID  RUSSELL. 

David  Russell  was  a  sturdy,  self-reliant 
son  of  the  land  of  Robert  Bruce  and  Robert 
Burns.  Born  in  St.  Andrews,  Scotland,  May 
30,  182G,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Russell)  Russell.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  historic  old  Edinboro  Town,  Scotland,  and 
was  a  tinsmith  by  trade,  which  business  he 
followed  in  his  native  land  until  his  death. 

David  Russell  was  reared  in  his  native 
town  and  received  a  common  school  educa- 

tion. After  leaving  school  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  machinist  and  thereafter  worked 
in  that  useful  industry.  In  1845  he  came 
to  America  and  located  in  Patterson,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  at  once  secured  work. 
Here  he  remained  until  1852,  when  he  came 
to  Dunkirk,  and  went  to  work  as  a  machinist 
in  the  Erie  railroad  shops  and  continued  in 
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their  employ  until  October,  1869,  when  H.  G. 
Brooks,  the  general  manager,  suddenly  re- 

ceived an  order  from  the  President  of  the 

road  to  permanently  close  the  works.  In- 
stead of  doing  so,  however,  he  immediately 

reorganized  them  under  the  name  of  the 
Brooks  Locomotive  Works.  Mr.  Russell  en- 

tered their  employ  and  was  steadily  and  de- 
servedly promoted  from  one  position  to  an- 

other, going  a  stride  or  two  each  time,  until 
he  was  appointed  Superintendent,  a  position 
in  which  he  commanded  the  universal  re- 

spect of  the  employes  and  the  commenda- 
tion of  the  employers.  This  position  he  held 

until  May  3,  1902,  when  he  was  given  a  grand 
reception  and  farewell.  On  this  occasion 
an  elegantly  engrossed  testimonial  was  given 
him,  which  expressed  their  most  sincere  re- 

gret on  his  retirement  from  active  service 
and  their  personal  esteem  and  appreciation 
of  his  kindness,  fidelity  and  merit.  Politi- 

cally he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  Super- 
visor of  Dunkirk  in  1884,  a  member  of  the 

School  Board  and  also  Police  Commissioner. 

In  religious  principles  a  Scotch  Presbyter- 
ian, of  which  church  he  was  a  member  and 

a  Trustee.  A  member  of  Irondequoit  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was 
Past  Master;  Dunkirk  Chapter  and  Dun- 

kirk Commandery.  A  man  of  firm  convic- 
tions and  of  a  kind  and  generous  disposi- 

tion, ever  ready  to  devote  his  best  efforts 
in  aid  of  any  movement  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
David  Russell  was  married  March  15, 

1847,  to  Eliza  Russell,  daughter  of  James 
Russell,  of  Montrose,  Scotland.  He  died 
April  13,  1903.  Mrs.  Russell  died  April  10, 
1899.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  born 
June  1G,  1848;  James,  born  November  7, 
1849;  Mary  J.,  born  April  7,  1851,  married, 
December  24,  1872,  Lee  M.  Herrick;  David, 
born  July  24,  1853;  George  R.,  born  May  24, 
185G;  John  F.,  born  June  29,  18G3;  Nellie  R., 
born  January  13,  1865,  married,  June  20, 
1888,  O.  M.  Kimball. 

LESTER    F.  STEARNS. 

Honorable  Lester  F.  Stearns,  a  son  of 
Crawford  and  Lovisa  (White)  Stearns,  was 
born  in  the  Town  of  Villenova  July  27,  1855. 
The  Stearnses  and  Whites  are  of  English 
descent  and  the  grandfathers  (Benjamin 
Stearns  and  Joel  White)  came  from  New 
England  to  this  country  early  in  the  century 
where   they   followed    farming.  Benjamin 

Stearns  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  died 
in  the  Town  of  Villenova  in  18G5.  Joel 
White  (the  maternal  grandfather)  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  from  which  state  he  came 
to  this  county,  in  which  he  followed  farming 
and  manufacturing  until  his  death.  (For  a 
more  elaborate  genealogy  of  the  Stearns 
family  see  Hanover  section,  this  volume.) 

Mr.  Stearns  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Forestville  Free  Academy.  Leaving  the  Acad- 

emy he  taught  school  for  two  years  and 
then  went  to  the  Bradford  oil  district  where 

he  remained  for  one  year,  having  the  su- 
pervision and  oversight  of  a  large  tract  of 

oil  territory.  After  returning  from  the  oil 
fields  he  resumed  teaching  which  he  fol- 

lowed until  1879  when  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  with  Julius  A.  Parsons  of 
Forestville  and  then  came  to  Dunkirk  where 
he  was  for  some  time  with  Holt  &  Holt  but 
completed  his  legal  studies  with  Chester  B. 
Bradley  at  that  time  District  Attorney.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1882  and  in 
June  of  that  year  opened  a  law  office  at 
No.  221  Central  Avenue  where  he  remained 
until  he  removed  to  the  new  Piatt  building 
at  No.  311  Central  Avenue  in  1896  and  re- 

mained there  until  he,  in  company  with 
Judge  Warren  B.  Hooker,  erected  the  New 
Stearns  building  at  338  Central  Avenue, 
where  he  is  now  pleasantly  located,  having 
the  most  pleasant  and  comfortable  suite  of 
rooms  in  the  city  and  enjoys  a  large  law 
practice.  He  is  favorably  known  throughout 
the  western  portion  of  the  state  as  an  ex- 

cellent trial  lawyer,  being  almost  universal- 
ly successful  in  the  many  important  litiga- 

tions which  he  has  had  in  charge. 
In  1883  he  was  nominated  Special  County 

Judge  but  declined  the  nomination  and  in 
the  following  year  was  elected  Special  Sur- 

rogate and  served  as  such  for  three  years. 
In  1886  he  was  nominated  District  Attorney 
after  a  sharp  political  contest  and  was 
elected  that  year  and  his  record  in  the  dis- 

charge of  the  duties  of  that  office,  in  which 
he  was  unusually  successful,  and  the  con- 

viction of  criminals  was  such  that  the  Re- 
publicans of  Chautauqua  County  in  1889 

gave  him  a  unanimous  renomination. 
In  1891  he  was  elected  City  Attorney  of 

the  City  of  Dunkirk  which  position  he  suc- 
cessfully filled  for  six  years,  during  which 

time  many  of  the  most  important  improve- 
ments in  the  City  of  Dunkirk  were  made, 

he  having  entire  legal  supervision  over  the 



LESTER  F.  STEARNS. 



DUNKIRK. 

493 

same.  In  this  time  he  also  successfully  de- 
fended a  number  of  important  cases  for  the 

city.  He  is  a  sturdy,  ardent,  active  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  is  the  recognized  Re- 

publican leader  in  the  City  of  Dunkirk 
and  one  of  the  leaders  of  Northern  Chautau- 
qua. 

In  1896  he  was  elected  one  of  the  two 
delegates  from  this  Congressional  District 
to  the  National  Republican  Convention  at 
St.  Louis,  which  first  nominated  William 
McKinley  to  the  Presidency,  and  went  to 
that  Convention  as,  an  ardent  McKinley 
man.  Previous  to  this  he  had  a  most  pleas- 

ant personal  acquaintance  with  President 
McKinley  and  in  1897  President  McKinley 
cordially  tendered  him  the  position  of  Third 
Assistant  Postmaster  General  and  urged 

him  to  accept  the  same,  but  which,  for  bus- 
iness reasons  he  was  obliged  to  decline. 

He  continued  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  up  to  October,  1899,  when  as 
the  choice  of  the  State  Organization  he 
was  appointed  State  Tax  Commissioner  by 
Governor  Roosevelt.  This  appointment 

came  at  the  beginning  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  famous  Special  Franchise  Tax 

Law,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture at  a  Special  Session  at  the  urgent 

instance  of  Governor  Roosevelt  and  in  the 
successful  administration  of  that  law  by 
the  present  board  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
he  has  had  very  much  to  do  as  the  legal 
member.  It  was  largely  his  work  upon  that 
commission  which  brought  about  the  suc- 

cessful termination  in  the  Court  of  Appeals 
recently  of  those  cases  decided  in  that 
Court,  involving  the  constitutionality  of  the 
Special   Franchise   Tax  Law. 

His  work  in  that  position  was  so  satis- 
factory that  in  February,  1903,  he  was  re- 

appointed by  Governor  Odell  and  his  nomi- 
nation and  appointment  were  confirmed  by 

the  Senate  without  reference. 
In  the  business,  social  and  political  affairs 

of  the  City  of  Dunkirk  Mr.  Stearns  is  a 
prominent  figure  and  is  consulted  upon  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  growth  and  wel- 

fare of  the  city,  always  being  active  in  his 
eifforts  to  promote  the  same. 
Mr.  Stearns  was  married  on  the  16th 

day  of  July,  1889  to  Mary  H.  Hiller,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Police  Justice  Orville  M.  Hiller  of 

Dunkirk.  The  children  of  that  marriage  are 
Harold  C.  Stearns,  born  August  8th,  1890; 
Lester  O.  Stearns,  born  December  28th, 
1893;  Helen  L.  Stearns  born  September  4, 

1900,  and  Rodger  V.  Stearns  born  January 
11,  1902. 
Mr.  Stearns  has  a  modest,  comfortable 

home  situated  on  Eagle  Street  in  the  City 
of  Dunkirk,  New  York. 

WALTER  SMITH. 

Walter  Smith  was  born  March  21,  1800, 

in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  lin- 
eal descendant  of  Lieutenant  Samuel  Smith 

who  emigrated  to  America  with  his  family 
in  1634  and  was  a  man  of  great  prominence 
in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Walter  Smith  was  educated  in  Litchfield, 

Connecticut,  and  choosing  a  mercantile  ca- 
reer was  sent  at  the  age  of  fifteen  to  Caz- 

enovia,  New  York,  where  he  engaged  as  a 
clerk  with  Jacob  Ten  Eyck.  At  the  early 
age  of  nineteen,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  confiding  in 
the  ability  and  integrity  of  the  youth  es- 

tablished him  in  a  mercantile  business  in 
Fredonia,  New  York,  which  was  conducted 

under  Walter  Smith's  name  and  under  his 
sole  management.  At  the  end  of  the  first 

year  Mr.  smith  had  cleared  twenty  thous- 
and dollars  and  had  paid  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  in 

full  for  the  capital  he  had  advanced. 
Quoting  from  a  paper  written  by  Walter 

Smith:  "My  associations  in  the  County 
of  Chautauqua  were  close  and  intimate  from 
the  spring  of  1819  to  1840.  It  led  me  to 
know  how  people  emigrating  without  capi- 

tal to  a  heavily  timbered  country  were  en- 
abled, by  their  own  industry,  with  their 

own  general  capacity  and  good  common 
sense,  to  clear  their  farms,  pay  for  their 
lands  and  become  wealthy,  and  this  gained 
to  look  back  to  the  commencement  of  the 

clearing  of  these  farms  with  all  the  hard- 
ships, the  deprivation  of  what  would  now 

be  considered  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life, 

as  the  happiest  period  of  their  lives." 
Mr.  Smith  was  fortunately  able  to  ad- 

vance to  many  of  these  early  farmers  capi- 
tal to  enable  them  to  make  the  first  pay- 

ment on  their  lands  and  they  in  return 
brought  their  black  salts,  house  ashes  and 

their  farm  produce  to  his  store,  "for,"  as 
Mr.  Smith  writes,  "we  purchased  every- 

thing the  farmer  produced.  My  profits  in- 
creased from  twenty  thousand  dollars  the 

first  year  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
at  the  close  of  the  sixth  year  of  my  busi- 

ness and  the  cash  received  for  goods  sold, 
at  the  time  of  sale  never  exceeded  ten  per 
cent,  in  the  aggregate  for  the  year;  nine 
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per  cent,  was  charged  to  the  purchaser  and 
paid  for  in  black  salts  or  produce.  The  sale 
of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  varied  in  different 
years,  both  in  quantity  and  price.  They 
were  shipped  to  Montreal  until  the  Erie 
Canal  was  finished  in  1825,  by  vessel  to 
Black  Rock,  by  open  boat  to  Schlosser,  by 
ox  teams  hauled  from  there  to  Lewiston, 
from  thence  by  vessel  to  Cape  Vincent, 
then  by  batteaux  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  Montreal  and  sold  by  Horatio  Gates 
Company  and  the  proceeds  remitted  to  New 
York  to  my  order.  In  order  to  furnish  the 
farmers  a  market  for  their  produce  I  ob- 

tained a  contract  to  supply  the  govern- 
ment stations  along  the  lakes  with  provis- 

ions and  the  farmers  of  Chautauqua  County 
furnished  everything  needed  except  white 

beans,  which  I  purchased  in  Ohio." 
Orders  on  Walter  Smith's  store  and  due 

bills  over  his  signature  became  the  cur- 
rency of  the  county. 

In  182G  while  in  the  full  tide  of  his  pros- 
perity he  became  associated  with  Dewitt 

Clinton  and  others  in  the  proprietorship  of 

Dunkirk.  He  was  one  of  the  first  project- 
ors of  the  Erie  Railroad  and  the  leading  and 

most  efficient  man  to  promote  it.  He  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  winters  of  1830  and 
1832  in  Albany  bringing  the  importance  of 
the  road  before  the  Legislature  and  it  was 
largely  through  his  influence  that  the  road 
was  chartered  April  24,  1832. 

Mr.  Smith  comprehending  the  revolution 
railroads  would  make  in  business  (although 
at  that  time  there  were  but  five  thousand 
miles  of  railroad  in  the  world)  made  the 

prediction  that  "the  clay  will  come  when  cat- 
tle fatted  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Ohio  wi;l 

be  brought  to  the  New  York  market,"  and 
was  derided  as  visionary.  The  remarkable 
financial  crisis  of  18,'G  overtook  and  involved 
him  in  the  common  disaster  but  with  Mr. 
Smith  there  was  no  bating  of  effort,  cour- 

age or  hope. 
In  1843  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  assumed 

the  management  of  an  extensive  iron  plant 
near  Vermillion.  In  1852  he  returned  to 
DunkirK. 

Walter  Smith  married  May  8,  1825,  Min- 

It  has  been  no  small  undertaking  for  the  photographers  to  do  the  work  required  for 
a  work  of  this  size  and  character.  The  value  of  the  cuts  depends  very  largely  on  the 
photographic  work.  The  Messrs.  Gifford,  who  have  been  in  business  at  Dunkirk  for 
over  twenty-five  years,  made  many  of  the  photographs  and  views  for  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  that  appear  in  these  volumes. 
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erva  Pomeroy  Abell,  daughter  of  Mosely 
W.  Abell  of  Fredonia.  Their  children  were: 
Mary  Augusta,  married  John  M.  Barbour, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  New 
York  City;  Kate  Eliza  Meyers;  Walter 
Chester;  Sara  Dwight,  married  first  Hoyf 
G.  Palmer,  second  A.  J.  Avery  of  Dunkirk; 
Cornelia  Tryon. 
The  following  was  taken  from  an  obit- 

uary notice  written  by  Hon.  Hanson  A. 

Risley  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Smith's  death 
September  21,  1874: 

"This  slight  sketch  gives  but  a  hint  of 
this  remarkable  man,  who  for  almost  half 
a  century  occupied  so  large  a  space  in  the 
business  affairs  of  Western  New  York. 
Throughout  this  long  career,  marked  with 
patient  endeavor  and  noble  enterprise,  he 
always  maintained  a  reputation  for  gener- 

osity, courage,  energy  and  fidelity.  He 
leaves  behind  a  bright  example  of  all  those 
manly  qualities  which  give  to  life  its  value 
and  reward. 

"There  was  nothing  trivial,  narrow  or 
false  in  his  character.  He  had  no  aims  but 
were  worthy,  no  aspirations  but  to  extend 
means  and  opportunity  for  usefulness.  In  all 
his  changing  fortunes,  under  bright  or  cloud- 

ed skies,  he  was  ever  the  same  genial,  in- 
telligent companion,  worthy  and  upright 

citizen,  true  and  steadfast  friend." 

ROLLIN   W.  SNOW. 

One  of  the  active  practitioners  of  Dun- 
kirk is  Rollin  W.  Snow,  whose  office  is  lo- 

cated on  Central  Avenue,  recognized  as  one 
of  the  principal  highways  of  that  communi- 

ty. Mr.  Snow  was  born  in  Rose,  Wayne 
County,  this  state,  January  11,  1870;  his 
father  being  Chauncey  L.  Snow  and  his 
mother  Hannah  (Wright)  Snow. 

That  they  were  sturdy  believers  in  the 
education  of  the  young  and  that  their  ojff- 
spring  appreciated  the  value  of  educational 
facilities,  may  be  judged  from  the  training 
received  by  Mr.  Snow  prior  to  his  admis- 

sion to  the  Bar.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  in  Sheridan;  he  passed  through  the 
courses  of  the  Forestville  High  School  and 
subsequently  he  attended  the  Cornell  Uni- 

versity of  Law.  In  addition  to  his  academic 
knowledge  of  the  law,  Mr.  Snow  was  for- 

tunate in  completing  his  practical  legal  ed- 
ucation by  the  service  of  a  clerkship  in  the 

offices  of  John  G.  Record  and  later  Walter 
Record  of  Forestville.    Mr.  Snow  was  ad- 

mitted to  the  Bar  in  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary, 1900,  and  during  the  course  of  the  fol- 

lowing March,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Daniel  A.  Reed.  The  firm  of  Reed  &  Snow 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  of  the 
younger  legal  partnerships  in  Northern 
Chautauqua. 

During  portions  of  the  years  1900-1901, 
Mr.  Snow  held  a  position  in  the  State  Comp- 

ROLLIN  W.  SNOW. 

trailer's  office  at  Albany;  in  that,  no  less 
than  in  his  later  occupations,  he  has  mani- 

fested ability,  vigor  and  withal  a  genial  spirit 
in  his  relations  with  his  colleagues. 

ELTON  DEAN  WARNER. 

In  the  person  of  Elton  Dean  Warner  we 
have  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  West- 

ern New  York.  Mr.  Warner  is  essentially 
a  Chautauqua  County  boy;  he  was  born 
in  Villenova  July  23,  1867,  his  father  being 
Erastus  D.  Warner  and  his  mother  Jane 

R.  Warner  of  Forestville,  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. Mr.  Warner  profited  by  a  course  in  the 

Forestville  Academy,  graduating  therefrom 
and  subsequently  entered  the  Cornell  Uni- 

versity of  Law  where  he  devoted  three 
years  of  his  younger  manhood  to  make 
ample   preparation   for   the   duties   of  his 
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ELTON  D.  WARNER. 

chosen  profession.  Graduating  from  Cor- 
nell in  June  of  1889,  Mr.  Warner  was  at 

once  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  state;  and 
during  the  year  1890  he  commenced  to  re- 

side in  Dunkirk  where  he  has  secured  a 
prominent  and  lucrative  position  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

Early  in  1903  Mr.  Warner  and  Bert  E. 
Farnham  formed  a  partnership  for  the  prac- 

tice of  law  at  Dunkirk,  New  York.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  general  legal  work  of  his  practice 

Mr.  Warner  has  received  substantial  recog- 
nition in  other  public  fields  of  activity. 

Always  an  energetic  Republican  in  the  poli- 
tics of  Chautauqua,  Mr.  Warner  has  succes- 

sively served  as  Assistant  District  Attor- 
ney, Attorney  for  the  Dunkirk  Board  of 

Health,  City  Attorney  of  Dunkirk  for  two 
terms  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 

cation of  his  adopted  city.  During  the 
years  1901-1902,  Mr.  Warner  was  Deputy 
Attorney  General  of  New  York  State  and  in 
that  capacity  he  showed  marked  executive 
and  administrative  ability  in  the  conduct  of 
affairs  while  stationed  at  Albany. 

In  other  spheres  of  life  Mr.  Warner  is 
no  less  efficient  and  prominent.  He  is  a 
member  of  Phi  Delta  Phi,  law  fraternity; 
he  is  an  active  Mason  and  he  has  served 

as  President  of  the  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tion of  Dunkirk  for  several  terms. 

Mr.  Warner  and  Miss  Gertrude  Shephard 
were  married  at  Forestville  on  December 

21,  1892.  Their  only  son,  Alan  Dean  War- 
ner, was  born  July  15,  1895. 

Able,  popular  and  studious  in  his  chosen 
profession,  Mr.  Warner  is  destined  to  secure 
increasing  prominence  in  the  professional 
and  political  circles  of  Western  New  York. 

ALBERT  E.  NUGENT. 

One  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Dunkirk, 
Albert  E.  Nugent,  was  born  in  Villenova, 
New  York,  September  15,  1870.  His  grand- 

father was  James  Wickings,  who  settled 
near  Forestville  in  1839.  The  father  of  Al- 

bert E.  Nugent  came  to  this  county  in  1837; 
Charlotte  Wickings,  the  mother  of  Mr.  N., 
was  ten  years  old  at  that  time.  The  present 
Mr.  Nugent  is,  therefore,  connected  with 
two  of  the  families  active  in  the  early  set- 

tlement of  the  county. 

Having  a  stock  of  sturdy  health  and  men- 
tal vigor,  young  Nugent  applied  himself  to 

securing  an  education.  He  attended  the 
Forestville  Academy  and  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  June,  1889.  Commenc- 

ing the  study  of  law  in  the  offices  of  Sher- 
man &  Farnham  of  Forestville  in  Novem- 
ber, 1889,  he  completed  his  legal  training 
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with  Holt  &  Holt,  his  admission  to  the  Bar 
following  in  January,  1893.  He  applied 
himself  at  once  to  the  duties  of  his  chosen 
profession  meeting  with  an  unusual  degree 
of  success.  Since  the  first  of  January,  1903, 

Mr.  Nugent  has  been  associated  with  Thom- 
as Heffernan  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Dun- 

kirk. Prior  to  that  his  attention  was  given 
to  the  business  of  Holt  &  Holt  to  which 
he  succeeded  during  1894. 

Not  unlike  many  of  the  Democratic  attor- 
neys of  the  county,  Mr.  Nugent  has  been  an 

unsuccessful  candidate  for  public  office.  He 
was  the  nominee  of  that  party  ofr  District 
Attorney  in  1897;  he  was  a  candidate  for 
Supervisor  in  the  Second  and  Third  Wards 
of  Dunkirk  in  1898,  and  a  yeir  later  the 
Democracy  nominated  him  for  Surrogate 
of  Chautauqua  County.  He  was  elected  a. 
member  of  the  Dunkirk  Board  of  Education 
and  he  continues  to  creditably  perform  the 
duties  of  that  position  at  the  present  time. 

Albert  B.  Nugent  and  Eleanor  S.  Roberts 
were  married  in  Dunkirk  October  19,  1898. 
They  have  one  son,  Albert  E.  Nugent,  Jr. 

Amidst  his  professional  duties  Mr.  Nugent 
has  found  time  to  take  an  interest  and  at- 

tain noteworthy  prestige  in  the  domain  of 
Masonry.  He  is  a  member  of  Dunkirk 
Lodge,  No.  7G7,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Dunkirk  Chapter,  No.  191,  Royal  Arch  Mas- 

ons, and  Dunkirk  Commandery,  No.  40, 
Knights  Templar.  He  is  affiliated  with  Is- 
mailia  Temple  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  As 
Assistant  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Fortieth 
Masonic  District  of  New  York  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  and  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Fortieth  Masonic  District  in 
1897,  Mr.  Nugent  became  known  to  a  wide 
circle  of  the  brethren.  Whether  in  his  pro- 

fessional, fraternal  or  civic  duties,  Mr.  Nu- 
gent has  always  been  esteemed  as  an  up- 
right and  popular  citizen. 

ROBERT   H.  GILMOUR. 

Robert  H.  Gilmour,  Superintendent  of  the 
Brooks  Works  of  the  American  Locomotive 
Company,  is  of  Scotch  parentage  and  was 
born  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  July  20,  1854.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  Toronto 

schools  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  en- 
tered upon  apprenticeship  as  a  machinist  in 

the  Grand  Trunk  shops  located  at  that  place. 
After  serving  his  time  he  secured  a  position 
as  fireman  with  the  Toronto,  Grey  and  Bruce 
Railway  then  building  from  Toronto  to  Owen 

Sound,  but  remained  in  that  position  for  only 
one  season. 

In  1875  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  foundry 

at  Peterborough,  Ontario,  where  he  re- 
mained about  a  year.  He  then  returned  to 

Toronto  where  he  engaged  in  foundry  and 
machine  work  for  another  year. 

In  1878  he  entered  the  government  service 
in  the  Engineering  Department  at  Ottawa 
and  Toronto.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
severed  his  connection  with  this  branch 
of  work  and  took  employment  with  the 
Northern  Railway  of  Canada  as  machinist 
with  headquarters  at  Toronto.  He  left 
there  the  next  year  to  take  charge  of  the 
machinery  of  the  extensive  saw  mills  at 
Trenton,  Ontario.  The  equipment  over 
which  he  had  supervision  included  twenty- 
eight  boilers,  twelve  engines,  tug  boats,  etc. 

After  three  years'  service  he  resigned  this 
position  and  returned  to  the  Grand  Trunk 
at  Belleville,  Ont.,  where  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  entire  water  service  of  the 
line  between  Toronto  and  Montreal.  He 

remained  here  about  a  year,  resigning  to  ac- 
cept a  position  with  the  Canadian  Pacific 

Railway  as  Roundhouse  Foreman  with  head- 
quarters in  the  far  northwest  at  Broadview, 

Alberta.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  left  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  run  an  engine 
on  the  Manitoba  and  North  Western  and  af- 

ter a  year's  service  became  Master  Mechanic 
of  that  road  with  headquarters  at  Portage 
La  Prairie.  He  remained  in  this  position  for 
two  years  and  then  resigned  to  accept  the 
general  foremanship  of  the  Chicago  and  At- 

lantic at  Huntington,  Ind. 
He  remained  in  this  position  a  year  and 

then  went  to  Brainerd,  Minn.,  where  he  was 
appointed  General  Foreman  of  the  Northern 
Pacific.  He  filled  this  position  with  such 
signal  ability  that  at  the  end  of  a  year  he 
was  promoted  to  be  Master  Mechanic  of  the 
Manitoba  Division  with  headquarters  at 
Winnipeg. 

In  May.  1894,  after  six  years'  service,  he 
left  the  Northern  Pacific  and  accepted  a 
position  as  Superintendant  of  the  Waterous 
Iron  Works  Company  at  Brantford,  Ont., 
where  he  remained  seven  and  one-half  years. 
During  his  service  with  this  company  he 
was  instrumental  in  building  up  the  plant 
and  equipment  so  that  it  has  become  one  of 
the  most,  modern  and  successful  works  in 
the  Dominion.  So  valuable  and  efficient  had 

he  become  in  this  line  of  work  that  the  Can- 
ada Foundry  Company  of  Toronto  sought 

him   out  and   tendered  him   a  position  as 
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Superintendent  of  their  plant.  He  brought 
to  the  new  position  the  same  energy  and 
efficiency  which  he  had  exercised  at  Brant- 
ford  and  with  equally  flattering  results. 

In  January,  1903,  the  Superintendency  of 
the  Brooks  Works  of  the  American  Loco- 

motive Company  was  tendered  him  and 
after  due  consideration  was  accepted.  Mr. 

Gilmour's  work  in  this  position  has  been 
attended  with  marked  success  and  much  of 
the  splendid  record  of  the  Dunkirk  shops  is 
due  to  the  untiring  zeal  and  watchfulness 
of  its  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Gilmour  was  married  in  December, 
187G,  and  has  living  one  son  and  three 
daughters. 

His  fraternal  affiliations  consist  of  mem- 

bership in  the  Master  Mechanics'  Associa- 
tion, Odd  Fellows  and  Foresters.  He  is  a 

member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a 
man  of  high  standing  and  influence  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  community. 

DANIEL  A.  REED. 

Daniel  A.  Reed,  lawyer,  college  athlete, 
and  well  known  citizen  of  Dunkirk,  comes 
of  a  seafaring  family,  his  father,  Captain  Wil- 

liam A.  Reed,  having  spent  many  years  on 
the  ocean.  He  was  born  at  Sheridan  Sep- 

tember 15,  187G,  and  commenced  his  school 
studies  in  District  Number  Three  of  the 
township.  Later  he  entered  the  Silver  Creek 
High  School  and  in  189G  he  entered  Cornell 

University  where  he  took  a  three  years' 
course,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 

elor of  Laws.  He  then  took  a  one  year  post 
graduate  course,  and  was  subsequently  ad- 

mitted to  practice  law  in  the  courts  of  New 
York  State. 

While  in  college  Mr.  Reed  achieved  an  en- 
viable reputation  as  an  athlete.  He  has  the 

record  for  heavy  weight  lifting  at  Cornell 
and  for  three  years  he  held  the  heavy- 

weight wrestling  championship  of  the  Uni- 
versity. He  played  on  the  Cornell  football 

team  the  same  length  of  time  and  for  two 
years  occupied  the  important  position  of 
coach,  performing  the  exacting  duties  with 
such  ability  that  he  was  able  to  command 
a  salary  of  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  per 
week  and  expenses. 

Mr.  Reed  was  also  employed  as  a  football 
coach  for  other  universities.  He  handled 
the  team  of  the  Cincinnati  University  for 
two  years.  He  was  a  coach  for  the  Pennsyl- 

vania State  College  for  one  season  and  he 

was  a  coach  for  a  time  of  the  team  of 
Georgetown  College,  Kentucky. 

March  1,  1901,  Mr.  Reed  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Rollin  W.  Snow  of  Dunkirk  for 

the  practice  of  law  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  309  Central  Avenue  of  that  city.  His 
legal  abilities  attracted  enough  attention 
to  bring  about  his  appointment  as  an  attor- 
eny  in  the  Excise  Department  at  Albany,  a 
position  that  he  at  present  holds,  and  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  performed  with  credit 
to  himself  and  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Reed  is  a  member  of  the  Adelti  Ki. 
and  Sacchord  fraternities  and  the  Quill  and 

DANIEL  A.  HEED. 

Dagger  Societies  of  Cornell.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Irondequoit  Lodge,  No.  301,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Dunkirk  and  also 
of  the  Dunkirk  Club.  In  1903  he  was  Presi- 

dent of  the  Young  Men's  Association  of 
Dunkirk.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Re- 

publican and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
party  leaders  of  Northern  Chautauqua. 

AUGUSTUS  HOLSTEIN. 

Augustus  Holstein  was  born  in  the  manu- 
facturing city  of  Cassel.  the  Capital  of  the 

Province  of  Hesse-Nassau,  Prussia,  March  4, 
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1828,  and  was  a  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
(Burger)  Holstein.  His  father,  Peter  Hol- 
stein,  was  an  educated  military  man,  who 
had  accumulated  a  snug  fortune,  married 
Elizabeth  Burger  in  1800,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children,  and  spent  seventeen  years  in 
the  military  service  of  Germany,  being  Col- 

onel of  the  Fifth  Prussian  Regiment  under 
General  Blucher  at  the  Battle  of  Waterloo, 
which  practically  ended  the  career  of  the 
Emperor,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  of  France. 
The  Battle  of  Leipsic  and  the  burning  of 
Moscow  had  also  seen  him  an  active  partici- 

pant and  for  his  gallant  conduct  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  the  gold  medal  and  iron 

cross,  the  most  honorable  and  distinguished 
decorations  won  by  army  officers  in  Ger- 

many. In  religious  matters  he  was  a  Protes- 
tant as  was  also  his  wife.  He  died  at  his 

home  in  Cassel,  in  1858,  aged  seventy-nine 
years;  his  wife,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
died  in  1855,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Augustus  Holstein  was  reared  in  Cassel 
and  graduated  from  the  Polytechnic  Insti- 

tute there.  He  spent  a  year  in  traveling 
over  Europe,  and  in  1847  came  to  America, 
landing  in  Quebec,  but  Left  that  city  in  a 
week  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  cholera 
and  smallpox,  and  by  steam  and  rail  jour- 

neyed to  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  five  years,  during  which  time 
he  learned  the  carpentering  business.  In 
1852  he  came  to  Dunkirk  and  entered  into 

partnership  with  Joseph  P.  Rider,  and  en- 
gaged in  carpentering  and  contracting,  in 

which  business  they  continued  until  18G7 
when  he  lost  his  right  hand  in  an  accident. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  and  in  187C  Jus- 

tice of  the  Peace  and  held  that  office  until 
his  death.  In  his  political  principles  he 
was  a  Republican  and  always  took  an  active 
part  in  politics.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  a  member  of  the  An- 

cient Order  United  Workmen. 
On  July  9,  1851,  Mr.  Holstein  married 

Mary  J.  Earl,  daughter  of  Beecher  Earl  of 
Carbondale,  Pennsylvania.  Their  children 
were:  James  A.,  Augusta,  Charles  E., 
George,  Charles  B.  and  Joseph  E.  Mrs. 
Holstein  died  January  12,  18G5,  aged  thirty- 
seven  years,  and  her  husband,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  February  1G,  1891,  aged  sixty- 
three  years. 

JAMES  HOLSTEIN. 

James  Holstein,  a  popular  and  competent 
city  official  of  Dunkirk,  was  born  in  that 
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city  September  25,  1852.  He  was  educated 
in  the  Dunkirk  schools  and  the  Fredonia 
Academy,  after  which  he  went  to  the  Indian 
Territory  and  engaged  in  railroading  for 
two  years.  He  then  returned  to  Dunkirk, 
learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and  was  for 
twenty  years  the  foreman  in  a  large  sash 
and  blind  factory. 

Mr.  Holstein  now  successfully  conducts  a 
general  insurance  business;  he  is  also  Pres- 

ident of  the  W.  J.  Lawrence  Clothing  Com- 
pany, of  that  city.  Politically,  his  life  has 

been  a  busy  one;  he  has  served  three  terms 
of  two  years  each,  as  Alderman  of  the  Sec- 

ond Ward  of  the  Lake  City;  was  Deputy 
Sheriff  under  Sheriff  Cooper  and  is  now 

Deputy  under  Sheriff  Jones.  He  is  a  direc- 
tor and  the  Secretary  of  the  Brooks  Me- 

morial Library  and  Hospital,  which  has  done 
more  good  than  any  other  institution  ever 
organized  there. 

Mr.  Holstein  is  a  member  of  the  Young 

Men's  Association;  the  Order  of  Elks,  of 
which  he  is  the  presiding  officer;  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Maccabees. 

He  married  April  23,  1872,  Julia  I.  Draper 
of  that  city.  Their  children  are  Herbert, 
(see  following  sketch),  Charles  and  George 
died  in  infancy. 

HERBERT  A.  HOLSTEIN. 

Herbert  A.  Holstein  was  born  at  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  August  31,  1877.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Noah  Draper,  was  an  early  set- 

tler in  the  Town  of  Pomfret.  He  attended 
the  public  and  High  schools  of  Dunkirk 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897;  si- 

multaneously taking  a  course  in  Civil  Engi- 
neering in  the  International  Correspondence 

Schools;  working  at  this  profession  for 
nearly  two  years  before  graduating.  After 
completing  his  Engineering  course  he  stud- 

ied law  with  Messrs.  Stearns  &  Warner  for 
two  years,  when  he  was  elected  Assistant 
Engineer  of  the  City  of  Dunkirk,  remaining 
under  both  Democratic  and  Republican  ad- 

ministrations until  January  19,  1904,  when 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  James  A. 
Holstein  &  Son,  general  insurance,  real 
estate  and  loans.  Mr.  Holstein  is  an  at- 

tendant of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  member  of  Dunkirk  Lodge,  No.  922.  Benev- 

olent Protective  Order  of  Elks;  belongs  to 

the  Young  Men's  Association  of  Dunkirk, 
is  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Chau- 
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tauqua  County  Gun  and  Rifle  Club,  and  one 
of  the  highly  esteemed  young  men  of  the 
Lake  City. 

ASHBEL  ROBERTS  SELLEW. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
what  is  now  the  Town  of  Arkwright,  Chau- 

tauqua County,  New  York,  August  3,  1818. 
His  father,  Ashbel  Sellew,  came  from  Glas- 

tonbury, Connecticut,  the  home  of  the  Sel- 
lew family  for  several  generations.  The 

family  trace  their  lineage  back  to  Duke 
Philip  Sellew  (French  spelling  de  Salieu), 
of    Bordeaux,    France,    1650,    a  prominent 

ASHBEL  K.  SELLEW. 

Huguenot  who,  upon  the  revocation  of  the 
edict  of  Nantes  in  1685,  was  obliged  to  flee 
to  England.  One  of  his  descendants,  Philip 
also  by  name,  came  to  America  and  settled 
near  Boston.  His  son  John  married  Han- 

nah, granddaughter  of  the  Duke  of  Ham- 
ilton of  Scotland.  This  marriage  resulted  in 

two  sons,  also  called  Philip  and  John,  from 
whom  the  Sellews  in  America  have  de- 

scended. The  family  in  New  England  were 
classed  as  Puritans  and  centered  in  and 
around  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  where  the 
family  records  may  be  found  including  a 
full  discription  of  the  ducal  coat  of  arms. 

Ashbel,  the  son  of  John  Sellew,  above 

mentioned,  left  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  in 

1811  to  go  into  the  "far  west,"  as  it  was 
then  called.  He  came  into  Western  New 
York  and  settled  at  Millford,  now  called 
Lamberton,  in  the  Town  of  Portland.  He 
took  part  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  pres- 

ent at  the  burning  of  Buffalo  in  1814.  At 
the  close  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  Chau- 

tauqua County  and  in  1815  he  married  Emma 
Roberts,  sister  of  Titus,  Eli,  Franklin  and 
Abner  Roberts,  at  the  Roberts  homestead 
in  Sheridan.  From  this  marriage  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch  was  born. 
His  life  on  the  farm  in  Arkwright  was 

uneventful  except  that  his  father  died  while 
he  was  a  lad,  but  at  twelve  years  of  age 
he  decided  to  leave  home  and  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world.  Aside  from  the  clothes 
he  wore  his  possessions  were  carried  in  a 
handkerchief.  He  walked  to  Lodi  (now  Go- 
wanda),  Cattaraugus  County,  New  Yorit, 
where  he  found  a  home  with  his  uncle, 
Titus  Roberts,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  went  into  business  for  himself. 

In  January,  1842,  he  was  married  to  Jane 
Maria  Tucker  of  Collins,  Erie  County,  New 
York.  From  this  marriage  eight  children 
were  born.  Five  of  them  are  living  at  this 
writing:  Walter  Ashbel,  a  bishop  of  the 
Free  Methodist  Church,  residing  at  James- 

town, New  York;  Edwin  Patterson,  pub 
lisher  of  The  Friend,  Philadelphia,  Penn- 

sylvania; Emma  Sellew  Roberts,  one  of  the 
Principals  of  the  A.  M.  Chesbrough  Semi- 

nary, North  Chili,  New  York;  Sara  M.,  of 
Evanston,  Illinois;  George  Tucker,  Profes- 

sor of  Mathematics  in  Knox  College,  Gales- 
burg,  Illinois. 

His  first  business  venture  was  a  general 
store  at  Versailes,  New  York,  which  he  suc- 

cessfully conducted.  He  soon,  however,  re- 
turned to  Gowanda  and  bought  a  small 

foundry  which  had  been  conducted  by 
Stephen  Tucker,  his  father-in-law.  This  he 
successfully  conducted,  enlarging  the  shops 
and  extending  the  business  until  it  became 

generally  known  as  "The  Gowanda  Agri- 
cultural Works."  An  extensive  hardware 

business  was  also  carried  on  by  him  at  the 
same  time. 

In  the  early  sixties  a  partnership  was 
formed  with  Alexander  W.  Popple  of  Col- 

lins, New  York,  which  continued  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Popple  in  1876,  and  a  very  ex- 

tensive business  was  carried  on  under  the 

firm  name  of  Sellew  &  Popple.  They  intro- 
duced and  for  many  years  manufactured 

exclusively   for   Western   New   York  and 
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Pennsylvania  the  Walter  A.  Wood  mowing 
machine. 

In  1868  the  firm  purchased  the  "Dunkirk 
Iron  Works"  at  Dunkirk,  New  York,  and  be- 

gan to  manufacture  boilers,  engines  and 
mill  machinery.  Here  their  business  was 
also  extensive  and  they  shipped  their  goods 
into  many  states.  They  also  built  machin- 

ery for  boats,  including  the  old  Jamestown 
and  many  other  boats  on  Chautauqua  Lake, 
some  of  which  are  still  in  use  at  the  date 
of  this  writing. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Popple  Mr.  Sehew 
continued  the  business  and  engaged  ex- 

tensively in  manufacturing  machinery  for 
the  great  oil  field  of  the  Bradford  district. 
This  naturally  led  him  into  producing  oil  in 
which  he  also  engaged  extensively.  In  com- 

pany with  Messrs.  Isham  and  Van  Vleck, 
both  of  Dunkirk,  he  drilled  the  first  gas 
well  in  that  field  that  was  used  for  com- 

mercial purposes.  This  somewhat  famous 
well  was  the  beginning  of  what  afterwards 
became  the  Bradford  Gas  Light  and  Heating 
Company.  Afterwards  he  became  involved 
in  some  oil  property  with  unworthy  partners 
which  with  some  other  unfortunate  endorse- 

ments forced  him  to  make  an  assignment. 
The  conditions  resulting  from  this,  greatly 
troubled  him  as  his  business  standing  and 
honor  had  always  been  highly  valued  by 
him. 

In  i885  he  moved  back  to  Gowanda  and 
died  there  November  7.  1887,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine,  in  the  full  profession  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  was  buried  in  Forest 
Hill  Cemetery  at  Fredonia,  New  York.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  but  was  never 
prominent  or  active  in  political  life  as  his 
whole  life  centered  in  his  business  and  his 
home. 
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ELLERY. 

Ellery  was  named  in  honor  of  Wil- 
liam Ellerv,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 

of  Independence.  It  was  formed  Feb- 

ruary 29,  1821,  from  the  Town  of  Chau- 
tauqua. It  is  tlie  central  town  of  the 

county  and  contains  thirty  thousand 

seventy-three  acres.  Chautauqua  Lake, 
for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  forms 

its  southwestern  boundary.  The  town 

is  hilly,  the  summit  being-  four 
hundred  feet  above  Chautauqua  Lake. 

The  principal  streams  of  the  town  are 
Bemus  Brook  and  Dutch  Hollow  Creek 

which  empty  into  Chautauqua  Lake ; 
and  Cassadaga  Creek  which  passes 
through  the  northeast  corner,  and  its 
tributaries,  Tower  and  Johnson  Brooks. 

The  most  valuable  lands  lie  along  the 
shore  of  Chautauqua.  Two  fine  capes 
extend  from  the  mainland  of  Ellery  into 
the  lake,  known  as  Long  and  Bemus 
Points  and  partly  enclose  a  beautiful 

bay,  sometimes  called  the  Middle  Lake, 
There  is  no  large  village,  but  several 
small  collections  of  houses  or  hamlets. 

Along  the  shore  of  the  lake  there  are 

many  fine  cottages  and  also  many  pleas- 

ant places  of  summer  resort,  Griffith's 
Point,  Greenhurst,  Bemus  Point,  Long 

Point  and  Maple  Springs.  In  other 
parts  of  the  town  are  the  hamlets,  Ellery 

Center,  West  Ellery  and  Towerville. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  by  Wil- 

liam Bemus  in  the  spring  of  1806  at  Be- 
mus Point ;  Jeremiah  Griffith,  about  two 

weeks  after,  settled  at  Griffith's  Point. 
His  children  were  John,  Seth,  Samuel, 

1'olly,  Jeremiah  and  Alexander.  A  lit- 
tle later,  and  the  same  spring,  Alanson 

Weed  came  with  his  family  and  settled 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
After  whom  the  town  of  Ellery  was  named. 

in  Ellery  about  two  miles  south  of 
Dewittyille.  Abijah  Bennett  came  with 

him,  stayed  during  the  summer  and  the 
next  winter  brought  his  family. 

William  Bemus,  son  of  Jotham,  Sr., 

and  Tryphena  (Moore)  Bemus,  was 
born  at  Bemus  Heights,  Saratoga 

County,  New  York,  February  25,  1762. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War  he  removed  with  is  father  to 
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married,  January  27,  1782,  Mary,  daug- 
ter  of  William  Prendergast,  Sr.  Mr. 

Bemus  and  his  family  were  a  part  of 
the  company  of  emigrants,  composed 
chiefly  of  Prendergasts,  who  journeyed 
to  Tennessee  and  returned  and  settled 

in  Chautauqua.  He  came  to  Ripley  in 
the  fall  of  1805,  and  spent  the  winter 

in  Westfield  near  Arthur  Bell's.  The 

next  spring-  he  settled  on  the  east  side 
of  Chautauqua  lake,  on  land  bought  in 
January,  1806,  at  what  has  since  been 
known  as  Bemus  Point  in  Ellerv,  where 

he  resided  until  his  death,  [anuary  2, 

NICHOLAS  THUM. 

1830,  aged  nearly  sixty-eight  years. 
The  wife  of  Mr.  Bemus,  born  March  [3, 

1760,  died  July  11,  1845,  aged  eighty- 
five  years.  They  had  a  large  family, 

all  of  whom  removed  to  this  county. 

Their  children  were:  Daniel,  a  physi- 
cian, removed  to  Meadville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 

Capt.  John  Silsby,  they  removed  to 
Iowa  where  they  died  ;  Tryphcna,  who 

married  John  Griffith,  son  of  Jeremiah 
Griffith  ;  Thomas  ;  Charles  ;  Mehitabel, 

wife  of  Daniel  Hazeltine  of  Jamestown, 

she  died  September  22,  1887,  aged  near- 

ly ninety-five  years.  James  married 
Typhena    Boyd    and    resided    at  Be- 

mus Point,  where  he  died.  Charles 

Bemus,  fifth  child  of  William  and  Mary 

Prendergast  Bemus  was  born  in  Pitts- 
town,  August  31,  1791.  He  came  to 
Chautauqua  with  his  parents  in  1805. 
He  married,  February  28,  181 1,  Relepha 

Boyd,  who  was  born  July  20,  1790.  He 
lived  at  Bemus  Point  on  land  originally 

bought  by  his  father,  until  his  death 

October  10,  186.1.  His  wife  died  Jan- 
uary 2,  1843.  They  had  ten  children : 

James  who  removed  to  California  in 
1850  where  he  died  ;  Ellen,  who  married 

Daniel  Smiley,  they  removed  to  Wis- 
consin where  Mr.  Smiley  died  ;  Matthew, 

MRS.  NICHOLAS  THUM. 

married  Marcelia  Walters  and  died  in 

March,  1879;  Daniel;  Jane  married  Ed- 
ward Copp,  and  died  at  Mayville  in 

1886;  John  married  Catherine  Howell 

and  died  July  24,  1872;  William  P., 

who  died  in  September,  1890;  Mehita- 
bel, the  wife  of  Philip  A.  Strong,  they 

reside  in  Iowa;  Dr.  E.  Marvin,  died  in 

Wisconsin  in  1861  ;  George  H.,  who  re- 
sides in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  Dan- 

iel Bemus,  fourth  child  of  Charles  and 

Relepha  (Boyd)  Bemus,  was  born  in 
Ellerv,  February  24,  1820.  He  married 
Adaline  Strong  September  30,  1840.  She 

died  September  22,  1845.  March  1. 

1847,  he  married  Jane,  daughter  of  fere- 
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miali,  Jr.,  and  Margaret  (Loucks)  Grif- 
fith. They  had  one  child,  Mary,  who 

was  horn  August  25,  1853.  Daniel  Be- 
mus  died  December  31,  1889,  aged 

nearly  seventy  years.  His  wife  is  still 

living  in  Ellery.  The  daughter,  Mary, 
was  married  November  18,  1891,  to 

George  E.  Drew.  The  Drew  family  is 
one  of  the  early  ones  of  the  Plymouth 

Colony.  John  Drew  grandson  of  Sir 
Edward  Drew  of  England,  emigrated 

to  America  in  1660,  and  settled  in  Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts. 

In  October,  1809,  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  town  was  first  settled  by 

William  Barrows,  a  native  of  New  Bed- 
ford and  a  son-in-law  of  Maj.  Samuel 

Sinclear  of  Sinclairville.  He  settled  on 

the  bank  of  the  Cassadaga  Creek  at 

Red  Bird.  After  clearing  a  tract  of 
land  he  removed  to  Ohio.  The  same 

year  John  Demott  settled  about  one- 
half  mile  south  of  Barrows. 

In  1809  John  and  Joseph  Silsby  set- 
tled on  the  lake,  one  or  two  miles  south- 

east of  Bemus  Point.  *John  Silsby  was 

a  Captain  of  a  Chautauqua  County  com- 
pany in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 

wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Buffalo.  Enos 

Warner  was  an  early  settler  in  Ellery. 

He  bought  land  on  lots  twenty-six  and 
twenty-seven.  John  R.  Russell  settled 
on  lot  thirty.  Clark  Parker,  in  1810, 

settled  on  lot  twenty-seven.  He  was 

an  Ensign  in  Captain  Silsby' s  company. 
William  Smiley,  in  181.0,  removed  to 

Ellery  and  died  in  1825.  His  sons,  Jos- 
eph and  William,  served  in  the  War 

of  1812  and  participated  in  the  Battle 

of  Buffalo  in  Captain  Silsby's  company, 
in  which  William  was  killed.  William, 

a  grandson  of  William,  was  killed  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness.  Josiah 

Hovey  built  a  cabin  on  lot  thirteen  in 
the  northeast  part,  and  soon  after,  in 

1 8 1 1 ,  sold  out  to  John  Love  who  set- 
tled there.  He  died  in  Illinois  in  1859, 

at  the  residence  of  his  son  Frederick. 

In  1815  Joseph  Loucks,  from  Madison 
County,  settled  in  the  southeastern  part. 

His  sons,  John,  Daniel  and  Hiram,  came 
with  him.  The  sons,  Joseph,  Henry, 

Peter  and  David,  came  later. 

William  Atherly,  William  G.  Youn- 
ker,  Henry  Strunk,  Henry  Martin  and 
Thomas  Arnold  also  early  settled  in 
that  part  of  the  town.  In  1816  Adam 

S.  and  James  Pickard  settled  on  lot 
three.  In  a  short  time  they  removed 

to  lot  twenty-two,  in  the  northern  part. 

Joseph  W.  came  later.  Their  descend- 
ants still  reside  upon  the  highway, 

which  is  called  Pickard  Street.  About 

this  year  Samuel  Young  settled  in  this 

northern  part  upon  lot  fifty-four.  Ezra 

Young  early  settled  on  lot  forty-six, 
Harry  Hale  on  lot  thirty-eight,  Festus 

Jones,  an  early  blacksmith,  on  lot  thir- 
ty-seven. His  brother,  Luther  C,  was 

a  surveyor. 

John  Wicks,  from  Saratoga  County, 
settled  in  Ellery  in  1818.  His  son, 

James  H.,  born  in  Saratoga  County 

August  2,  1 81 7,  came  to  Ellery,  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Gerry,  where  he 

died  March,  1891.  He  was  Justice  of 

the  Peace  for  sixteen  years  and  an  ac- 
tive Methodist.  He  married  Sophia, 

daughter  of  Andrew  Ward,  an  early 
settler  and  lifelong  resident  of  Ellicott. 
Charles  H.  Wicks  was  their  son.  (See 
Busti  section,  this  volume.) 

In  1824,  Peter  Pickard  settled  on  lot 
nine  in  the  eastern  part.  The  same 

year  James  Heath  settled  in  the  same 
part  on  lot  two.  Seth  Clark,  Clark 

Parker,  James  Hale,  John  Miller  and 

Jacob  Johnson  were  all  earlv  settlers 

here.  In  1824  John  Thompkins  set- 
tled in  the  northeastern  part. 

The  Hale  family  of  Ellery  dates  back 

to  the  early  days  of  the  Massachusetts 

colony.  Asahel  D.  Hale  is  a  lineal  des- 
cendant in  the  eighth  generation  from : 

One.  Robert  Hale  who  arrived  at  Cam- 

bridge, Massachusetts,  in  1632.  Two. 

See  pages  94  and  96,  Vol.  I. 
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Rev.  John  Hale  of  Beverly  and  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  published  a  book  about 
the  Salem  witchcraft  and  helped  to  put 

it  down.  Three.  Rev.  James  Hale,  the 
first  minister  at  Ashford,  Connecticut. 

Four.  Col.  James  Hale.  Five.  John 

Hale,  born  October  15,  1747,  at  Ash- 
ford, Connecticut,  married  Mehetable 

Knowlton ;  she  was  born  September  18, 

1750,  at  the  same  place.  They  were 

married  April  14,  1772.  There  was  born 
to  them  thirteen  children :  Daniel, 

James,  Mehetable,  John,  Zechariah, 

Stephen,  Persis,  Elam,  Joarma,  Freder- 

i .  1  •  J 
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ick,  Laura,  Samuel  and  Orrin.  Six. 

James  Hale,  born  March  10,  1774, 
married  Isabel  Fuller.  To  them  were 

born  six  children :  Harvey,  Hiram, 

Sally,  Joanna,  Mary,  Harriet.  His  wife 
dying  he  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Louisa  Butts.  They  had  three  children  : 

Isabel,  James,  John.  Seven.  Harvey 

Hale,  born  November  II,  1797,  in  Bur- 
lington, Otsego  County,  New  York. 

He  married  Jerusha  Babcock,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1822.  He  died  December  27, 

1876.  She  died  April  5,  1876.  She  was 

born  March  1,  1797.    They  settled  in 

Ellery  in  the  spring  of  1827  about  two 
miles  north  of  Ellery  Center.  There 
were  born  to  them  ten  children  :  Erne- 

line,  Mary  Jane,  Hartwell,  Hiram,  Har- 
riet, Ira  S.,  Asahel,  Martha,  Isabel  and 

Christianna.  Eight.  Asahel  D.  .Hale, 

born  June  11,  1833,  was  married  De- 
cember 28,  1858,  to  Helen  M.  Cowan, 

who  was  born  July  23,  1834,  in  Carroll; 

she  was  a  daughter  of  George  W.  Cow- 
an, who  was  born  in  Fort  Ann,  Wash- 

ington County,  New  York,  in  1802.  He 
came  with  his  mother,  brothers  and  sis- 

ters and  settled  in  Carroll  in  1822.  He 

married  Sally  Maria  Covell  August  26, 

1830.  They  had  two  children:  Mar- 
garet, Adalaide.  For  his  second  wife 

he  married  E.  Louisa  Covell  September 

17,  1833.  They  had  ten  children:  Helen, 

Marvin,  Julia  Ann,  Harriet,  John,  Mer- 
rells,  LeRoy,  Charles,  Allen  and  twin 
son.  Of  these  three  boys  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion.  Marvin  lost  his 

health  in  the  service.  He  died  August 

26,  1876;  John  was  mortally  wounded 
at  the  Battle  of  South  Mountain  Sep- 

tember 14,  1862;  LeRoy  died  August 

9,  1865,  from  a  wound  received  while 

in  a  cavalry  charge  near  Fisher's  Hill. 
Nine.  George  M.  Hale,  only  child  of 
Asahel  D.  and  Flelen  M.  Hale,  was  born 

November  27,  1866,  married  Decem- 

ber 26,  1888,  Mina  A.  Pease,  born  Jan- 

uary 19,  1870.  They  have  one  son,  H. 
Marshall  D.  Hale,  born  October  17, 
1890. 

Nathaniel  C.  Barger  was  born  at 

Peekskill,  New  York,  June  24,  1808. 

In  1828  he  married  Catherine  Tomp- 
kins and  immediately  started  for  the  west 

over  the  Erie  Canal  and  settled  in  1828 

in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Town  of  Ell- 
ery, where  he  made  his  home  until  his 

decease.  Mrs.  Barger  died  in  1837. 

Their  children  were  John  D.,  Nathaniel 

T.  and  Lowry  D.  Mr.  Barger  married 
Tamor  Tompkins  July  16,  1837.  Their 
children   were:     Emery   O.,   Elias  C, 

See  page  138,  Vol.  I. 
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Westoby,  Mary  A.,  Martha  J.  and 
Lewis.  Mr.  Barger  died  January  16, 
1859.  His  second  wife  died  February 

23,  1871. 
In  1839  Orrin  Hale  settled  in  the 

central  part.  Elhanan  Winchester  set- 
tled early  near  the  center.  His  broth- 
ers, Marcus,  Jonadab,  Jotham,  Francis, 

Ebenezer,  Herman  and  Hartford,  all 

settled  in  the  town.  Ebenezer  was  early 

associated  with  Horace  Greeley  lfc  pub- 

lishing' the  New  Yorker.  The  father 
of  the  Winchesters  came  later  and  was 

twice  married.  Fie  had  twenty-three  chil- 

daughter  of  Ebenezer  Davis  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  She  was  born  June 

2,  1 761.  Mr.  Parker,  after  residing  in 

Washington  County,  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Ellery  about  1816  and  purchased 

one  hundred  twenty  acres  of  land  near 
Bemus  Point,  where  he  resided  until  his 

death  November  7,  1842.  His  wife  died 

January  26,  1847.  Their  children  were 
Clark,  married  Rebecca  Babcock ; 

Thomas,  married  first  Hannah  Arnold, 

second  Betsey  Ferris  ;  Philip  died  in  in- 

fancy ;  Philip,  2nd.,  married  Lydia  Kel- 
logg;   Betsey   Jane,   married  Sawyer 

MAIN  STREET— BEMUS  POINT. 

dren,  it  is  said.  Lewis  Warner  early  set- 
tled on  lot  thirty-four,  Morrison  Weav- 

er on  lot  forty-two,  James  Newbury  on 
lot  eighteen,  and  Amos  Wood  on  lot 

thirty-six.  In  the  western  part  the  early 
settlers  were  Luther  Barney,  James  and 

Joseph  Fur-low,  Ezra  Horton  and  Jos- 
eph Brownell.  Barnabus  C.  Brownel] 

settled  in  the  northwestern  part. 

Benjamin  Parker,  son  of  Thomas 
Parker,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 

March,  1765.  In  the  Revolution  he  was 

for  three  years  employed  by  the  Colon- 
ial government  with  an  ox  team  and  a 

cart  as  a  transport.    He  married  Mary, 

Philips;  Benjamin  married  first  Christi- 
anna  Babcock,  and  second  Adeline 

Sherman ;  George,  married  Almira 

Gardner ;  his  son,  Lewis  T.  Parker,  re- 
sides in  Laona ;  Diantha,  married 

Aaron  Kellogg;  Amy,  married  Benja- 
min Traphagan  ;  Ezekiel,  married  Mary 

Winchester ;  Charles ;  Mary,  married  Z. 

Barney.  Since  Benjamin  Parker's 
death  the  old  homestead  has  been  sold 

in  proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court  in 

which  there  were  ninety-two  parties, 
his  direct  descendants. 

Elisha  Tower,  son  of  Isaiah  and  Syl- 

via (Toby)  Tower,  was  born  in  New- 



ELLERY. 

511 
bedford,  Massachusetts,  May  10,  1788. 

He  early  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Duanesburg.  In  the  summer  of  1810 
he  came  to  Chautauqua  and  after  a 

while  took  up  one  hundred  seventy-six 
acres  of  land  on  lots  forty-three  and 
twelve  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Ellery 
and  commenced  improvements.  In 

1 81 3  he  was  drafted  in  the  United 
States  service  and  participated  in  the 
Battle  of  Buffalo.  He  assisted  his  com- 

rade, Cornelius  De  Long,  who  had  been 

wounded  in  the  head  by  a  spent  grape 
shot,  to  escape  from  the  enemy.  June 

1,  1 81 5,  he  married  Philenah,  daughter 
of  Simeon  and  Rhobe  Morgan.  Mrs. 
Tower  died  December,  i860,  and  Mr. 

Tower  January  17,  1866.  Their  child- 
ren are  Elisha,  Jr.,  married  Electa 

Moon;  Simeon  M.,  married  Sarah  M. 

Dennison ;  Coryclon  L.,  married  Han- 
nah Felt;  Rhobe  A.,  married  Ebenezer 

Moon  ;  their  children  are  Adelbert,  Del- 
avan  and  DeWitt.  Emily  M.,  married 
B.  Franklin  Dennison ;  their  children 

are  Charles  E.,  married  Esther  Lazell, 

and  Frank  T.,  married  Kate  Hopkins, 
Clarissa  D. 

James  Heath,  born  in  Brattleboro, 

Vermont,  about  1785,  married  Zubia 

Austin  in  Cambridge,  Washington 
County,  and  moved  to  Wayne  County, 

where  he  resided  for  several  years. 
March  2,  1824,  he  moved  to  Ellery, 
took  up  land  on  lot  two,  on  the  town 
line  road  between  Sinclairville  and  Flu- 

vanna and  resided  there  until  his  death, 

January  17,  1845.  His  children  were: 
Morgan  L.,  Elizabeth,  Isaac,  Ruth, 

Lydia,  Waity,  Diana,  Mary,  Laura,  Aus- 
tin, James,  Ebenezer  and  Arville.  Mor- 

gan L.  Heath  was  born  in  Lyons, 

Wayne  County,  April  20,  1812,  moved 

with  his  father's  family  to  Ellery  in 
1824.  December  25,  1843,  he  married 

Electa  Purdy.  Their  children  are  Mar- 
tin, who  married  Amanda  Strong; 

Lewis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  ; 

See  page  344.,  Vol.  1. 
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Mary,  deceased,  and  Wilson,  who  mar- 
ried Grace  Harvey.  Morgan  L.  Heath 

lived  on  his  farm  in  Ellery  until  he 
moved  to  Gerry  in  1888,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  and  his  wife  have  heen 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 

over  fifty  years. 

*Odin  Benedict,  son  of  Dr.  Isaac  Bene- 
dict, of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Skan- 

eateles,  Onondaga  County,  August  20, 
1805.  Dr.  Isaac  Benedict  moved  to 

Marcellus  about  1803.  He  was  a  sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  service  in 

the  War  of  181 2,  and  died  in  1814.  Dr. 

Odin  Benedict  read  medicine  in  his  na- 

tive town  and  graduated  at  Fairfield 

Medical  College.    He  was  licensed  by 

was  Supervisor  of  that  town  fourteen 
years.  He  was  Member  of  Assembly 

in  1840  and  1843  and  was  Postmaster 
in  Ellery  for  about  twenty  years.  He 

was  a  most  influential  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Ellery  and  of  the 

county.  In  1826  he  married  Sally  Ann 

Copp.  He  died  in  1874.  William  C. 
Benedict,  his  son,  was  born  in  Ellery 
and  is  a  farmer  and  influential  citizen 

of  the  Town  of  Ellery.  He  has  served 
his  town  as  a  Supervisor  for  nine  years. 
He  married  Mary  Griffith.  They  have 
five  sons :  Willis,  a  lawyer ;  Warner, 
Walter,  William  and  Washburn. 
Samuel  Weaver,  son  of  Morrison 

Weaver,  was  born  in  Pittstown  Jan- 

the  Herkimer  County  Medical  College 

in  January,  1826,  and  the  same  year 
came  to  Ellery  Center  and  commenced 

practice.  He  was  the  first  resident  phy- 
sician of  the  town  and  for  years  was 

one  of  the  best  known  in  the  county. 
He  had  an  extensive  practice  which 

continued  until  the  year  1850,  when  he 
removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and 

started  a  government  stock  bank.  In 
September,  1851,  he  went  to  Dunkirk 
and  engaged  in  banking  for  a  few  years, 

after  which  he  had  a  brokers'  office 
there  for  some  years.  He  then  resumed 

the  practice  of  medicine  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  death  in  1874.  He  was 

elected  Spuervisor  of  Ellery  in  1833  and 

uary  16,  1833,  came  to  Ellery  from 
Washington  County  with  is  parents  in 
1834  and  was  school  teacher  for  several 
years.  He  was  elected  Supervisor  for 

Ellery  in  1888,  serving  one  term  with 
marked  ability.  He  held  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  associates  on  the 
Board.  He  married  Evaline  M.  Lazell 

January  13,  1859.  He  died  in  1893. 
He  had  one  brother,  Simeon  B. 

Alfred  Harvey  came  to  Ellery  and 
settled  on  lot  thirty  March  2,  1847.  He 

was  born  in  Onondaga  County  in  181 9. 
He  married  Alsina,  daughter  of  Volney 
Patterson.  (Mr.  Patterson  came  to 

Gerry  about  1855  and  died  in  1873). 

She  was  born  in  Onondaga  County  Au- 

See  page  344,  Vol.  1. 



ELLERY. 513 

gust  31,  1826.  Their  children  are  Ed- 
win, Frank,  Grace,  married  Wilson 

Heath,  and  Austin  A. 

Jacoh  R.  Brownell,  born  in  Duchess 

County,  January  10,  1802,  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Mary  in  1830, 

married,  March  18,  1832,  Hannah  Har- 
rington of  Hoosic  and  moved  to  Ellery 

the  same  year  and  settled  on  lot  forty- 
three.  He  died  January  20,  1871.  His 

wife  died  July  25,  1862.  Their  son  Wil- 
liam O.  Brownell,  was  born  May  18, 

1834,  married  Armenia  M.,  daughter  of 

Thomas  D.  and  Ann  M.  (Shears)  Wal- 
lis,  who  came  to  Ellery  in  1836.  Mr. 

Wallis  died  January  25,  t 87 1 ,  and  his 

wife  April  20,  1873.  William  O.  Brow- 

nell's  children  are  Earl  W.,  married 
Mary  A.  Putnam  and  lives  on  the  Wal- 

lis farm ;  Louisa  M.,  married  Dr.  Era 

M.  Scofield  of  Jamestown,  and  George 

G.,  who  married  Ella  McCowl  and  re- 
sides in  Gerry.  Mrs.  W.  O.  Brownell 

died  November  11,  1883,  and  Mr.  Brow- 
nell married  Lucinda  R.,  daughter  of 

Festus  and  Martha  Jones,  April  23, 
1884.  Mr.  Brownell  is  a  farmer  and 

resides  at  West  Ellery. 

Charles  G.  Maples,  who  settled  on  a 

farm  in  1838,  was  many  years  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  United  States  Assistant 
Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue  several 

years,  Surrogate  of  the  county  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  offices  accept- 

ably. 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  in  1808 

and  the  first  gristmill  in  181 1,  both  by 
William  Bemus.  Joseph  and  David 
Loucks  built  a  sawmill  in  the  south- 

eastern part  of  the  town  in  1830,  and 

in  1832  Thomas  Wing  built  a  gristmill, 
but  the  most  valuable  grist  and  flour 

mill  was  built  the  same  year  by  Seth 
and  Samuel  Griffith.  A  carding  and 

cloth  dressing  establishment  was  early 
erected  by  Tubal  C.  ( hvens  on  Bemus 
Creek. 

W  illiam  Bemus  deeded  one  acre  of 

land  at  Bemus  Point  for  burial  pur- 

poses. Matthew  P.  Bemus  afterwards 

conveyed  seven  and  one-half  acres  to 
the  Bemus  Point  Cemetery  Associa- 

tion. A  fence,  at  an  expense  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  was  erected  around 

it,  and  the  cemetery  was  made  one  of 
the  most  tasteful  in  the  county.  A 

large  number  of  the  dead  from  Ellery 

and  many  from  Harmony  arc  buried 
there. 

Churches. 

A  Baptist  Church,  West  Ellery,  was 

formed  in  1808  by  Elder  Jones,  then  a 

resident  of  Ellery,  at  the  house  of  John 
Putnam,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
deacon. 

The  Baptist  Church.  Ellery  Center, 

was  organized  with  nine  members  in 

1814,  by  Elder  Asa  Turner,  the  first  pas- 
tor. The  first  house  of  worship  was 

built  in  1830;  in  1862  another  one  was 
built. 

The  First  Universalist  Church  of 

Ellery  was  organized  with  twenty-three 
members  by  Rev.  Isaac  George,  the 

first  pastor,  June  12,  1822.  A  house 
was  built  in  1858  at  Bemus  Point. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

West  Ellery,  was  organized  with  twelve 
members  by  Messrs.  Chandler  and 

Barnes  in  1831.  Their  first  church  edi- 
fice was  erected  in  1836;  a  second  one 

in  1861.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Wil- "atn  Chandler. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Pickard  Hill,  was  formed  in  1830,  Rev. 

J.  C.  Avers,  pastor.  In  1871  they  united 
with  the  United  Brethren,  and  built  a 
union  church. 

The  United  Brethren  Church,  Pick- 
ard Hill,  was  organized  in  1869  with 

eight  members  by  Rev.  Lansing  Mcln- 
tvre,  first  pastor. 

Supervisors. 

Almon     Ives,  1821-24-25-26-27-32; 
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Peter  Loucks,  1822 ;  Abijah  Clark, 

1823;  Jonadab  Winchester,  1828-1831 ; 
Robertson  Whiteside,  1829;  John  Ham- 

mond, 1830;  Odin  Benedict,  1833-34-35- 

36-37-38-39-4i  -42-44-45-46-47-48 ;  Minot 
Hoyt,  1840;  George  P.  Vandervort, 

1843-48-50;  William  S.  Aldrich,  1851- 

52-53;  Ira  Haskins,  1854;  Elias  Clark, 
1855;  Leman  Pickett,  1856-57;  William 
C.  Benedict,  1858-59-60-61-62-63-65-66- 
72-84-85;  James  Hale,  1864;  John  R. 

Russell,  1867;  John  S.  Bemus,  1868-69; 
Oscar  Hale,  1870-71-75-76-86-87; 
George  W.  Belden,  1873-74;  Asa 
Cheney,  1877-78-79-80-81-82-83;  Samuel 
Weaver,  1888;  Benjamin  A.  Pickard, 

1889-90;  S.  Dwight  Thum,  1891-92-93- 
94-95-96-97;  Frank  F.  Pickard,  1898- 
99-00-01-02-03-04. 

FRANK   F.  PICKARD. 

Frank  F.  Pickard,  proprietor  of  the  Pick- 
ard Hotel  at  Bemus  Point,  is  one  of  the 

representative  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Ellery 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  has 
represented  the  town  for  four  years  on  tne 
Chautauqua  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  is  regarded  by  his  colleagues  on  the 
Board  as  one  of  its  most  capable  members. 

Mr.  Pickard  was  born  in  Ellery  and  has 
resided  there  a  good  portion  of  his  life. 
His  great  grandfather,  Samuel  Griffith,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  Franklin  Griffith  was 
born  in  Ellery  in  1815,  and  his  pater- 

nal grandfather,  Abraham  Pickard,  was  born 
in  1809  and  settled  in  Ellery  in  1827. 

So  much  for  his  ancestry,  the  hardy, 
courageous  men  who  subdued  the  wilderness 
and  did  their  share  towards  the  present 
splendid  development  of  this  region.  It  is 
an  ancestry  of  which  any  man  may  well 
be  proud,  an  ancestry  of  which  too  much 
cannot  be  said,  and  from  which  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch  inherits  the  sturdy  self- 
reliant  characteristics  which  have  been  con- 

spicuous features  of  his  career. 
Mr.  Pickard  received  the  rudiments  of  his 

education  in  the  district  school  at  Dewitt- 
ville.  Later  he  attended  the  Jamestown 
Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute  at 
Jamestown  and  the  instruction  he  obtained 
from  this  institution  was  supplemented  by 

a  course  of  study  in  Rogers  &  Williams  Bus- 
iness College  at  Rochester. 

As  previously  stated  Mr.  Pickard  was  born 
in  Ellery.  The  date  of  his  birth  is  December 
9,  1862.  He  removed  to  Bemus  Point  in 
1872  where  he  has  since  resided.  After  he 
grew  to  manhood  he  assumed  charge  of 
the  .  lckard  House  which  was  built  by  his 
father,  A.  J.  Pickard,  and  conducted  by  that 
gentleman  for  several  years.  By  capable 
and  careful  management  he  has  built  a  large 
and  flourishing  business. 

Mr.  Pickard  was  married  in  Jamestown 

FRANK  F.  PICKARD. 

E'ebruary  4,  1885.  His  bride  was  Miss  Mary 
E.  Wilbur.    They  have  one  son. 

Mr.  Pickard  has  served  four  terms  on  the 
Chautauqua  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  he  is  at  present  a  member  of  that  legis- 

lative body.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Jamestown  Lodge,  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  Elks,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

S.  DWIGHT  THUM. 

S.  Bwight  Thum,  was  born  in  Ellery  May 
24,  1850.  The  Thum  family  was  among  the 
earliest  settlers  in  the  northern  part  of 
Ellery  Township.  The  grandfather  of  Dwight, 
Nicholas  Thum,  settled  there  in  1821,  when 
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the  father  of  the  former  was  but  six  years 
of  age.  At  that  period  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Dwight  Thum  and  his  wife  was  an  un- 

broken forest.  But  r-Jicholas  Thum,  aided 
by  his  sons,  Melchert  and  Asa  A.  Thum,  by 
energy  and  persistence  cleared  the  wood- 

lands and  the  farm  is  now  one  of  the  de- 
sirable portions  of  the  township.  During 

the  earlier  years  of  his  boyhood  Dwight 
Thum  attended  the  Dewittville  district 
school  and  later  he  took  courses  in  the 
union  schools  of  Ellington  and  Mayville. 
His  early  environments  and  education  fitted 
him  for  practical  affairs.  With  the  excep- 

tion of  four  years  devoted  to  the  milling 
business,  Mr.  Thum  has  been  largely  inter- 

ested in  agriculture.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he 
is  credited  with  having  built  the  first  silo 
in  the  Town  of  Ellery  in  the  year  1889. 
Being  engaged  as  a  practical  farmer,  he 
early  affiliated  with  the  Grange  organiza- 

tions. He  was  the  first  Master  of  the  De- 
wittville Grange,  and  he  was  active  either 

as  the  Secretary  or  Lecturer  of  the  organi- 
zation from  the  time  of  its  inception  until 

he  took  up  his  work  at  the  County  Seat. 
In  politics  Mr.  Thum  has  been  an  active 

Republican.    From  1887  to  1900  he  was  a 

Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Town  of  Ellery. 
Being  elected  Supervisor  from  that  town- 

ship in  1891,  he  remained  upon  the  Board 
for  seven  years,  and  that  his  record  won  the 
approval  of  his  constituents  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  after  the  first  election  Mr. 
Thum  met  with  no  opposition  during  the 
succeeding  years.  As  Supervisor,  Mr.  Thum 
was  successful  in  securing  the  construction 
of  more  than  one-half  the  larger  iron  bridges 
that  have  been  of  such  value  to  the  people 
of  Ellery  Township.  In  August,  1899,  Mr. 
Thum  was  made  an  Abstract  Clerk  in  the 

County  Clerk's  office,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  been  one  of  the  representative  citi- 

zens of  the  County  Seat. 
S.  Dwight  Thum  and  Lillias  A.  Irwin  of 

Chautauqua  were  united  in  marriage  on 
July  21,  1875.  To  them  two  children  were 
born.  Their  two  daughters,  Daisy  and 
Helen,  the  former  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
other  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Although  at 
present  employed  by  the  county,  Mr.  Thum 
retains  an  interest  in  agriculture  and  he 
has  not  lessened  his  activity  in  the  various 
political  and  civic  organizations  of  which 
he  is  a  valued  member. 

GHEENHD  RST — ON  CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE. 



ELLICOTT. 

Ellicott  was   formed  from  Pomfret 

June  I,  1812,  received  its  name  in  com- 

pliment to  *Joseph  Ellicott,  so  long  con- 
nected with  the  Holland  Land  Com- 

pany, comprised  townships  one  and  two 
of  ranges  ten  and  eleven,  and  included 
Poland,  Carroll,  Kiantone  and  a  part 

of  Busti,  making  the  town  twelve  miles 

square.    April  16,  1823  the  west  half  of 
township  one,  range  eleven,  was  taken 
off  to  form  Busti,  and  four  of  these 

lots  were  re-annexed  to  Ellicott  May  7, 
1845.    March   25,    1825,    Carroll  was 
formed  and  April  9,  1832,  Poland  was 
set  off.     Four  lots  were  added  from 

Carroll  in  1845.   Jamestown  was  carved 

out  in  1886,  leaving  the  town  surround- 
ing it  on  the  north,  east,  south,  and 

west    sides,    and    containing  nineteen 

thousand  sixty-five  acres.  Chadakoin 
River,  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  Lake, 

flowing  northeast,  unites  with  Cassa- 

dag"a  Creek,  flowing  southwest,  on  the 
east  line  of  the  town  about  equal  dis- 

tant from  its  north  and  south  boun- 
daries.   Ellicott  is  surrounded  on  the 

west  by   Busti  and  Ellery,  north  by 

Gerry,   east   by   Poland   and  Carroll, 
south  by  Kiantone  and  Busti.    The  soil, 

rich  and  productive,  is  of  alluvial  for- 

mation along  the  streams,  changing-  to 
clayey  and  then  sandy  loam  as  it  ap- 

proaches the  hills.    A  physical  feature 
of  interest  is  the  artesian  wells.  There 

are   several   of  these   at   Ross  Mills, 

and  a  greater  number  at  Levant,  from 
some    of   which   the    water-works  of 

Jamestown   are    supplied.    These  are 

from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  thirty 
feet  in  depth  and  produce  an  abund- 

ance of  pure  cold  water  of  unvarying- 
temperature.    The  water  is  invariably 

found  in  coarse  sand  and  gravel  under 

a  layer  of  clay.  The  supply  is  appar- 
ently unlimited,  and  various  theories 

concerning  it  have  been  advanced.  The 

water  is  raised  in  these  wells  .by  its  own 

force  fully  twenty-five  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  ground. 

The  first  election  of  officers  was  held 

April,  181 3,  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Akin.  John  Silsby,  the  nearest  Justice, 
presided,  assisted  by  Laban  Case,  who 
was  chosen  moderator.  The  officers 

elected  were  :  Supervisor,  James  Pren- 
dergast ;  Town  Clerk,  Ebenezer  Davis  ; 
Assessors,  Solomon  Jones,  Benjamin 

Covell,  William  Deland ;  Commission- 

ers of  Highways,  William  Sears,  Mich- 
ael Frank,  Laban  Case;  Overseers  of 

Poor,  Joseph  Akin,  Stephen  Frank; 
Constable  and  Collector,  James  Hall ; 

Constable.  Laban  Case;  Fence  View- 
ers, Ebenezer  Cheney,  Aaron  Martin. 

The,  second  town  meeting  met  at  the 

house  of  Joseph  Akin  in  1814,  and  ad- 
journed to  the  tavern  of  Laban  Case. 

In  1813  the  tcwn  voted  two  hundred 

fifty  dollars  for  bridges  and  roads  and 
that  the  Supervisor  solicit  bridge  money 
from  the  county.  These  roads  were 

laid  out  in  181 3.  "From  Joseph  Akin's 

and  Laban  Case's  past  the  'Vernam 
place'  to  James  Akin's  ;  Reuben  Wood- 

ward's to  Culbertson's  (afterward  Col- 
onel Fenton's) ;  from  near  Jones  Sim- 

mons's  to  near  Edward  Work's  mill  ; 

from  near  Doctor  Shaw's  to  near  Sim- 
mons's.  From  the  south  of  Fairbank, 

past  Sloan's  to  Russell's  mill  at  the  pub- 
lic highway  from  the  house  of  Lawrence 

Frank  to  Stillwater ;  from  Simmons  & 

Work's  road  at  a  sapling  to  James 

Prendergast's  mills;  from  a  small  beech 

•For  portrait  see  Vol.  I,  page  584. 
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tree  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  a  few 

rods  north  of  William  Sears's  to  Pren- 

dergast's mills."  In  October,  1814, 
roads  were  laid  out  from  "Joel  Tyler's 
to  Conewango  to  a  black  oak ;  from 

near  William  Sears'  dwelling  house,  as 
formerly  laid  out  by  courses  and  dis- 

tances, cross  Esquire  Jones'  bridge 
across  Stillwater  Creek  to  the  bridge 
across  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  Lake 

near  and  below  James  Prendergast's 
mills.  (This  was  built  by  Reuben  Lan- 

don)  ;  from  Work's  mill  to  the  bridge 
over  Cassadaga,  leading  to  Kennedy's 
mills ;  from  Fish's  to  near  Garfield's." 
The  $100  bridge  money  received  in  1814 
from  the  county  was  thus  appropriated : 
Bridge  across  the  outlet  at  Esquire 

Prendergast's,  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
sixty-seven  cents ;  bridge  across  Still- 

water Creek,  near  Joseph  Akin's,  twen- 
ty-nine dollars  ;  bridge  across  Kiantone 

Creek  at  Robert  Russell's  mill,  after- 

wards A.  T.  Prendergast's,  thirty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents.  The  re- 

mainder was  raised  by  the  inhabitants. 
The  building  of  all  the  bridges  in  those 

days  was  much  aided  by  subscriptions 
payable  in  labor  and  materials. 

The  first  settlers  in  Ellicott  were  Wil- 

liam Wilson,  George  W.  Fenton  _and 

James  Culbertson.  William  Wilson  lo- 
cated on  the  Chadakoin  River,  probably 

on  lot  five,  in  a  shanty  in  the  spring  of 
1806;  by  June  he  had  so  far  completed 

a  log  house  as  to  make  it  his  home,  al- 
though as  the  land  was  not  yet  sur- 

veyed, he  could  not  buy  until  May,  1808, 
when  he  purchased  a  portion  of  the 
west  part  of  lot  five  and  of  the  east  part 

of  lot  twelve.  The  land  was  occupied 
by  him  until  his  death  in  1850.  The 

same  spring  George  W.  Fenton  located 
near  Levant,  put  up  a  log  cabin  and 

chopped  and  made  quite  a  clearing 

which  he  sold  to  John  Arthur  on  re- 
moving to  Carroll.  James  Culbertson 

is  said  to  have  located  at  the  same  time 

"north  of  the  outlet,"  probably  west 
would  be  better.  These  three,  "except 

perhaps  Edward  Shillitto,"  were  the 
first  three  settlers  in  the  old  "twelve 

miles  square  Town  of  Ellicott."  Dr. 
Hazeltine  graphically  groups  the  early 
settlers  of  Ellicott  thus :  Wilson  was 

living  below  Falconer  in  1806,  James 
Culbertson  a  mile  below,  Georgfe  W. 

Fenton,  John  Arthur  and  Robert  Rus- 
sell on  the  opposite  side  of  the  outlet 

a  mile  below  Work's  in  1809.  During 
the  following  year  Thomas  Sloan  was 

on  the  old  Indian  clearing  (the  Prender- 

gasts'  farm)  on  the  Kiantone  ;  Solomon 
Jones,  and  the  Akins  and  others  on  the 
Stillwater.  Nathaniel  Bird  was  at  the 

foot  of  the  lake  where  the  late  Gideon 

Shearman  lived,  and  William  Deland  on 
the  Solomon  Butler  farm.  Previous 

to  the  settlement  of  "The  Rapids,"  the 

Frews,  the  Owens's,  the  Myers's,  James 
Hall, Ebenezer  Cheney, Ebenezer  Davis, 

William  Sears,  Jasper  Marsh  and  oth- 
ers were  settlers  on  the  Conewango 

and  the  Stillwater  in  that  part  now 
Carroll  and  Kiantone.  The  first  set- 

tlement in  southern  Chautauqua  was 

at  Kennedy.  Dr.  Thomas  Kennedy  in 
1804  built  the  first  sawmill  there  on 

the  Conewango,  and  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  settlers  but  their  names  are  lost. 

Probably  some  of  them  have  descend- 
ants living  in  that  part  now,  but  so  far 

as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  they 

cannot  furnish  the  date  of  their  father's 
settlement.  The  Strunks,  Zebulon  Pet- 

erson, Augustus  Moon,  Benjamin  Lee, 

Jonas  Simmons,  Amos  Furguson, 

Thomas  Walkup  and  other  earlv  set- 
tlers of  the  north  part  came  in  shortly 

before  or  soon  after  the  settlement  at 

the  Rapids  had  commenced." 
August  1,  1807,  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Ken- 

nedy and  Edward  Work,  who  were  de- 
veloping the  mill  power  at  Kennedy  very 

rapidly,  purchased  a  large  tract  on  both 
sides  of  the  outlet  below  Dexterville, 
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including  the  mill  sites  at  Worksburg 

and  Tiffany's  and  valuable  timber  land 
east  of  the  Cassadaga  River  and  Le- 

vant, along  the  Kennedy  road.  In  the 
fall  of  1807  Work  erected  a  hewed  log 
house  north  of  the  outlet.  In  1808 

he  built  his  sawmills  and  put  them  in 
operation.  About  this  time  Kennedv 

and  Work  opened  a  road  from  Ken- 

nedy's mills  to  Work's  mill  and  built 
the  first  bridge  across  the  Cassadaga 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  above  Le- 

vant. In  1809  Work  built  a  gristmill 
with  one  run  of  stones  which  were  split 
out  of  large  rock.  The  erection  of  this 
mill  was  a  condition  of  the  sale  of  the 

land.  This  mill  was  a  great  accommo- 
dation to  settlers  and  led  to  the  opening 

of  roads  to  the  settlements  about  the 
foot  of  the  lake  and  to  Stillwater  Creek 

and  Frank's  settlement.  These  mills 
were  built  three  years  before  the  settle- 

ment at  Jamestown,  when  almost  all 
travel  was  in  keel  boats  and  canoes  or 

by  Indian  trails.  Twelve  of  the  boats 
used  in  the  transportation  of  salt  down 

the  Allegany  were  built  at  Work's  mill 
in  1808.  The  discover)-  of  the  salt 
springs  on  the  Allegheny,  Kanawha 
and  Ohio  Rivers  caused  the  discontinu- 

ance of  the  salt  trade  by  this  route.  The 

keel  boats  that  came  up  for  salt  brought 

loads  of  provisions,  whiskey,  iron  cast- 
ings, nails,  glass,  dried  fruit  and  other 

articles.  Edward  Work  was  a  man  of 

ability.  He  was  a  resident  of  Ellicott 

from  1807  till  his  death  in  1857.  From 
181 8  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  his  home  an 

hospitable  '  Methodist  tavern/"  In  1840 
he  sold  most  of  his  property  and  retired 
from  business. 

Jonas  Simmons  came  in  1809  and 
made  a  claim  at  Fluvanna,  and  in  1810 
brought  his  wife  and  thirteen  of  his 

fifteen  children.  John  Strunk,  his  wife's 
brother,  and  Benjamin  Lee,  whose  wife 
was  a  sister  to  Mrs.  Simmons,  and  John 

Strunk,  came  with  him.  Four  of  John 

Strunk's  children  were  in  the  company 
so  a  whole  school  district  came  in  one 

company.  These  were  the  first  settlers 
in  the  west  part  of  Ellicott.  Jacob 

Strunk,  brother  of  John,  settled  in 

1816  on  lot  fifty-three,  township  two, 

range  eleven.  Augustus  Moon,  a  sol- 
dier of  1812,  located  on  lot  thirty-seven, 

township  two,  in  1814.  His  brothers, 
Gideon,  Samuel  and  Jonathan,  soon 
came.  Their  settlement  gave  name  to 

Moon's  Creek.  In  1815  Xathan  Cass 
made  a  clearing  and  built  a  sawmill  at 
East  Jamestown.  A  year  later  he  sold 

to  John  and  Darius  Dexter,  residents 
of  Mayville  from  1808.  Darius  was  one 

of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Elli- 
cott. He  removed  to  Dexterville,  as 

the  mills  were  soon  called,  in  1818,  and 

did  extensive  business  for  many  years. 

He  sold  to  Falconer,  Jones  &  Allen. 

"He  is  remembered  as  the  first  Colonel 
of  the  old  One  Hundred  Sixty-second 
Regiment,  and  a  charitable  man  of  great 

popularity." 
Benjamin  Ross  came  from  Cincinnati 

in  1815,  and  in  1816  bought  on  lot  thir- 

ty, township  two,  range  eleven,  '"Ross 
Mills."  His  nearest  neighbor  was  at 
Work's  Mills  and  Mr.  Ross  and  Isaac 
Young  were  twenty-one  days  in  cutting 
a  road  through  the  intervening  three 

miles.  He  built  a  log  house  and  occu- 
pied it  with  his  wife  and  child  in  De- 

cember, 181 6.  "For  a  month  they  en- 
dured the  cold  without  doors  and  win- 

dows, substituting  blankets  for  them. 

In  1817  Jacob  Fenton  came  from 
Jamestown,  where  he  had  kept  hotel 
and  conducted  a  pottery  from  1814.  and 
established  a  pottery  at  Fluvanna  which 
he  conducted  until  1822.  when  he  died, 
and  his  son  William  H.  Fenton  succeed- 

ed him.  In  1826  Samuel  Whittemore 

became  a  partner  and  the  partnership 
continued  nearly  twenty  years.  Mr. 
\N  hittemore  came  from  Concord.  Xew 
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Hampshire,  in  1826,  and  in  1827  was 

appointed  Postmaster  of  Fluvanna,  and 
continued  in  that  office  until  near  his 

death  in  1875.  He  was  an  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  temperance,  and  was  chiefly 

instrumental  in  forming  one  of  the  ear- 
liest local  temperance  societies.  He 

kept  a  hotel  from  very  early  "date  until 
his  death,  where  no  liquors  were  sold, 
and  was  much  frequented  as  a  summer 
resort — the  first  on  the  lake. 

Nathan  Meads  settled  on  lot  thirty- 
five,  township  two,  range  eleven,  in 
1812,  and  purchased  over  four  hundred 
acres  the  next  year.  He  built  two  small 

log  houses  near  the  outlet,  and  in  1815 

commenced  a  large  two-story  house  of 
square  hewed  pine  timber,  which,  in 
1816,  he  sold  with  his  land  to  Solomon 

Jones  and  Henry  Bab  cock.  Thomas 

and  Joseph  Walkup  in  1814  purchased 

lands  on  lot  forty-eight.  Elias  Tracy 
settled  on  lot  forty-nine  very  early. 
Phineas  Palmiter  in  1813,  Cyrus  Fish, 

his  brother-in-law,  in  1814,  and  Stephen 
Wilcox  in  1814,  came  with  families. 

Palmiter  bought  on  lot  sixty-four,  but 
passed  most  of  his  life  in  Jamestown 
Cyrus  Fish  had  many  children  and  his 
descendants  are  among  the  best  fimilies 
of  the  county.  Cyrus  Fish,  Jr.,  built  a 
sawmill  on  Clove  Run,  where  it  is  said, 

he  operated  the  first  "shingle  machine" 
of  the  county. 

Jehial  Tiffany,  brother  of  Silas  Tif- 
fany, was  born  in  Randolph,  Vermont, 

in  1798.  He  removed  with  his  parents 
in  1809  to  Darien,  Genesee  County.  In 
1816  he  came  to  Ellicott  and  tarried  a 

while,  and  after  a  visit  to  Darien  re- 
turned to  Jamestown  in  1818,  and  was 

in  trade  with  his  brother,  and  dealt  in 

lumber.  In  1829  they  built  mills  on  the 

one  thousand  acre  tract  they  had  pur- 
chased on  the  Chadakoin  River  be- 

tween Dexterville  and  Falconer,  long 

known  as  "Tiffanyville."  Here  Mr. 
Tiffany  resided,  gave  up  merchandising 

and  managed  the  mills  and  real  estate. 
He  died  in  1867.  His  son,  John  H., 
is  a  resident  on  the  old  place. 

Levant,  at  the  junction  of  Chadakoin 

River  and  the  Cassadaga,  early  prom- 
ised to  be  a  place  of  importance.  From 

1840  when  five  hundred  thousand  bricks 

were  made  here  annually,  until  the  pres- 
ent, brick  making  has  been  conducted, 

by  M.  J.  Mecusker  since  1878.  David 
Rider,  a  farmer  near  Levant,  is  son  of 

Silas  Rider,  who  resided  in  Ellington 

from  1829  to  his  death  in  1840.  Steph- 
en Pratt  and  family  located  in  Gerry  in 

1819.  He  died  in  1838.  Merrick  B. 

Pratt,  a  farmer,  great-grandson  of 
Stephen  and  son  of  Rufus,  now  lives  in 
Ellicott.  Levi  S.  Pratt  lives  in  Gerry 

and  Wallace  R.  Pratt  in  Ellery.  Nehe- 
miah  Horton  settled  in  Gerrv  in  181 8 

and  died  August  1,  1855  His  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Rufus  Pratt,  resides  with  her 

son,  Merrick  B.  Asa  W.  Horton,  son 

of  Nehemiah,  lives  in  the  south  part. 
Amos  Blanchard  settled  in  Ellicott  in 

1824.  His  son,  Flint,  a  large  farmer 
and  dairyman,  has  been  prominent  in 
Democratic  politics. 

The  largest  body  of  pine  timber  of 
the  county  occupied  the  area  of  the 
original  Town  of  Ellicott.  E.  A.  Ross, 

in  a  paper  read  before  the  "Chautauqua 
Society  of  History  and  Natural  Sci- 

ence," gives  the  pioneer  lumbermen 
and  mills  of  the  Cassadaga,  and  from  it 
we  make  this  summary :  Russell  Run, 

the  first  stream  ,  above  the  "outlet,"  emp- 
ties into  the  Cassadaga  two  miles 

above.  Thomas  Russell  built  the  first 

sawmill  on  Russell  Run  one  and  one- 
half  miles  above  its  mouth  in  1816;  he 

operated  it  some  years.  It  was  later 

owned  by  E.  W.  Scowden  who  ran  it  as 
long  as  there  was  timber.  (Pine  was 
the  only  kind  then  called  fit  to  cut.) 

Charles  and  James  McConnell  built  a 

mill  half  a  mile  above  Russell's ;  after 

some  years  they  sold  to  Cyrus  and  Ar- 
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temas  Fish.   One  mile  above  this  Elisha 
Hall  built  a  mill  which  he  soon  sold. 
The  fourth  mill  and  the  lowest  on  the 

stream,  was  built  by  Gideon  Gilson  and 
later  sold  to  Elisha  Hall.    It  was  one 

mile  from  Cassadaga,  near  the  public 

highway  and  the  residence  of  William 
Clark,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  The 
lumber  from  these  hills  was  of  fine 

quality  and  was  hauled  to  Gilson's  Land- 
ing- at  the  mouth  of  the  stream  and 

there  rafted.    The  next  stream  was  Fol- 

son  Run,  which  emptied  into  the  Cassa- 
daga   a    short    dsitance    below  Ross 

Mills.    This  had  four  mills.    The  lower, 

built  by  Elijah  Akin,  was  later  owned 

by  Cyrus  and  Artemas  Fish  and  later 
by  Anson  Chamberlain.    The  mill  next 
above  this  was  built  by  Joel  Tyler  and 

changed  owners  often.    John  Cobb  and 

Joseph  Darling,  the  latter  being  the 
last   owner   and   having   cut   the  last 

timber,  were  among  them.    This  was 
a  double  mill  and  cut  the  most  lum- 

ber of  any  mill  on  the  small  streams. 
The  next  mill  was  between  the  last  two 

mills,  about  a  mile  from  each,  and  prob- 
ably was  built  by  Nathan  Cherry.  Adol- 

phus  Hooker,  who  later  owned  it,  built 
another  mill  a  little  above  this,  and  ran 
both  until  the  timber  was  exhausted. 

These  mills  cut  a  large  amount  of  tim- 

ber for  mills  situated  on  dry  or  "thun- 
der shower"  creeks.    The  first  mill  on 

the   Cassadaga  above  its  mouth  was 

built  in  1817  by  Benjamin  Ross  at  Ross 
Mills.    It  was  located  in  the  bed  of  tho 
natural  stream.    A  dam  was  later  built 

on  its  site  and  a  new  mill  built  on  a 

race  dug  from  the  pond.    The  mill  irons 
for  the  first  mill  were  brought  from 

Pittsburg  in  a  canoe,  the  trip  occupying 
two  weeks.     The  mill  irons  included 

castings  for  the  gig  and  bull  wheels, 

big  crank  and  gudgeon  for  the  main 

water-wheel,  beaver  tail  for  the  pitman, 
the  dogs  and  bars  for  the  old-fashioned 
headblocks,  bull-wheel  chain  and  saw. 

These  irons  did  service  in  all  the  old 

style  mills  on  this  site.   This  second  mill 
was  burned  in  July,  1832,  after  running 

only  a  short  time.   This  was  a  sad  blow 
to  the  little  community  that  had  come 

to  depend  upon  the  mill  for  employment, 
but   the   neighbors   came   from  miles 

around  to  aid  in  replacing  it  and  in 
six  days  another  mill  frame  was  raised, 

as  this  stanza,  improvised  on  the  occa- 
sion, testifies : 

Here  is  a  good  frame 
That  deserves  a  good  name. 

What  shall  we  call  it"-' 
Ross's  industry  and  the  carpenters' delight ; 

Framed  in  six  days  and  raised  before 

night. 
This  mill  was  operated  until  worn  out 

and  replaced  with  modern  improvements 
with  iron  or  patent  waterwheel.  This 
was  the  fourth  and  last  mill  owned  by 

Benjamin  Ross.  He  sold  it  to  M.  J. 
Morton,  who  sold  it  to  Joel  Partridge  ; 

he  rebuilt  it  and  sold  to  Wesley  Mar- 
tin. Three  miles  above  the  Ross  mill 

John  Hines  and  William  Newton  in 
181 9  built  a  sawmill  on  the  Cassadaga 
and  in  1822  built  the  first  gristmill  of 

that  section.  Joel  and  Thomas  Walkup 
owned  them  later,  and  they  were  long 

known  as  the  Walkup  mills.  John  Cobb 

operated  them  later.  He  and  his  broth- 
er Rolland  were  then  largely  interested 

in  lumbering.  The  last  owner  was  R. 

M.  Miller.  Hatch  Creek,  the  next  trib- 

utary on  which  mills  were  built,  emp- 
ties into  the  Cassadaga  half  a  mile 

above  Walkup  mills,  and  flows  through 

Bucklin's  Corners,  early  called  "Ver- 
mont." There  was  only  one  mill  on  this 

stream  at  any  time.  Samuel  Sinclear 
was  builder  and  owner  of  one  of  the 

first  mills.  Tower  Run,  a  small  stream 

heading  in  Ellery,  was  the  next  stream 
utilized.  Henry  Shaw  built  its  first 

mill  in  1816.  Elisha  Tower  and  Jesse 
Dexter  built  a  mill  in  1827  which  was 
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burned  after  running  eighteen  months 
and  reported  to  have  been  rebuilt  and 

running  in  six  days.  Holden  Moon  built 
a  third  mill  on  this  stream  about  1840. 

Falconer,  the  prosperous  and  rapidly 

growing  manufacturing  Village  of  Elli- 
cott,  is  an  incorporated  village,  joining 
the  City  of  Jamestown  on  the  east.  It 
is  located  on  level  ground  with  dry 

gravelly  soil,  surrounded  by  a  fine  farm- 
ing country,  and  has  an  intelligent,  pro- 

gressive population  of  about  sixteen 

hundred.  It  has  most  excellent  ship- 
ping facilities,  two  of  the  lines  of  the 

Erie  Railway  svstem  forming  a  junc- 
tion with  the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny  Val- 

ley and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  and  the  lat- 
ter road  having  also  a  station  north  of 

the  Chadakoin  connecting  with  the 

Jamestown  Electric  Street  Railway.  An 
abundance  of  excellent  water  underlies 

the  village  at  a  depth  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  feet  and  is  easily  obtained 
through  driven  wells.  Robert  Falconer, 

the  first  of  that,  family,  was  a  Scotch- 
man, who  after  a  prosperous  business 

career  in  New  York,  located  in  War- 
ren, Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  first 

President  of  the  ill-fated  "Lumberman's 

Bank  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania."  He 
was  at  one  time  interested  with  Daniel 

Hazeltine  in  his  manufacturing  in 
Jamestown,  and  purchased  real  estate 

at  Dexterville,  Worksbursr  and  at  Ken- 
nedy. His  sons,  Patrick  and  William, 

became  possessed  of  these  valuable  in- 
terests, and  were  extensive  lumbermen 

and  mill  owners.  Patrick  studied  law 

with  Judge  Hazeltine,  for  a  time  was 
his  partner,  and  in  1840  bought  his 

father's  interests  at  Dexterville  and 
Worksburg.  In  1844,  selling  the  Dex- 

terville property,  he  became  owner  of 

Worksburg  (which  took  his  name),  and 
resided  there  until  his  death  in  1887. 

William,  although  a  minor,  was  by  spec- 
ial legislation  made  executor  of  his 

father's  will.     He  built  the  building, 

now  the  hotel,  at  Falconer,  and  had 
other  interests  there.  He  was  later  a 

prominent  resident  of  Kennedy,  where 
he  rebuilt  the  mills  and  conducted  ex- 

tensive lumbering  and  merchandising 
for  years. 
W.  T.  Falconer  and  D.  E.  Merrill 

formed  the  "W.  T.  Falconer  Manufac- 

turing Company"  in  1888,  to  make 
apiarian  supplies,  washing  machines, 
advertising  novelties,  etc.  Their  large 
factory  is  at  Falconer  Station.  They 

have  employed  one  hundred  operatives 

and  publish  "  The  Beekeeper,"  a 
monthly  journal.  F.  T.  Merriam  es- 

tablished an  extensive  business  here  in 

1888  for  making  sash,  doors  and  blinds. 

In  1892  the  Lister  Mills,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  textile  fabrics,  were  located 

here  and  the  company  organized  with 

a  capital  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Large  and  substantial  brick  build- 

ings were  erected  in  1892.  Goodwill  & 

Ashworth  erected  a  large  brick  build- 
ing in  1892,  for  the  manufacture  of 

woolen  warp,  which  has  a  capacity  for 

many  employes.  Various  other  manu- 
factories, several  mercantile  establish- 

ments, two  hotels,  two  churches  and  a 

large  and  beautiful  school  building, 

make  up  a  thriving  and  active  commun- 
ity. 

Swedish  Churches. — In  1891  the 

Swedes  erected  a  "Union  Church"  of 
brick  on  a  lot  sixty  by  one  hundred 

twenty  feet  presented  to  them.  The 

property  is  worth  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  members  then  consisted  of 

thirty-five  Lutherans,  thirty  Metho- 
dists and  twenty-five  Mission  Friends. 

The  Lutherans  in  1892  formed  an  inde- 
pendent society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — In  the 
fall  of  1892  Brooklyn  Heights  Chapel 
of  this  church,  then  a  Sunday  school 

mission  of  Jamestown  Church,  and  Fal- 

coner "appointment,"  having  preaching 

"once  a  fortnight,"  on  Sunday  after- 
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noons,  with  fifty  members  connected 

with  Frewsburg,  were  joined  in  one 

"charge"  and  named  "The  Second 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  James- 

town." The  trustees,  C.  L.  Hough,  T. 
J.  Pratt,  H.  E.  Bronson,  erected  a  par- 

sonage costing  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars  on  a  lot  secured  adjoining 

the  church.  Membership  two  hundred. 
Present  pastor,  Rev.  H.  C.  Weaver. 

Supervisors:  1813-14-15,  James 
Prendergast ;  1816- 17- 18- 19-20-21-22, 

John  Frew;  1823-24-25,  James  Hall; 
1826,  Solomon  Jones;  1827,  Nathaniel 

Fenton ;  1828-9,  Solomon  Jones;  1830, 

Nathaniel  Fenton;  183 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8- 

9-40,  Samuel  Barrett;  1841-2,  William 

Hall;  1843,  Horace  Allen;  1844,  Sam- 
uel Barrett;  1845-6,  Henry  Baker; 

1847-8,  Augustus  F.  Allen;  1849-50, 
Charles  Butler;  185 1,  R.  V.  Cunning- 

ham; 1852,  Augustus  F.  Allen;  1853-4, 
Henry  Baker;  1855,  Simeon  W.  Parks; 
1856,  Augustus  F.  Allen;  1857,  Francis 

W.  Parmer;  1858-9,  Lewis  Hall;  1860- 
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8,  Augustus  F.  Allen; 

1869-70,  Jerome  Preston;  187 1-2-3-4, 
Augustus  F.  Allen;  1875-6,  Lewis  Hall; 
1877,  Corydon  Hitchcock;  1878-9,  John 
T.  Wilson;  1881-2-3,  Robert  N.  Mar- 

vin; 1884-5,  Daniel  Griswold ;  1886-7-8, 

Gustavus  A.  Bentley  2nd;  1889-90- 1-2- 
3-4-5-6,  Alonzo  Halliday ;  1897,  Willis 

G.  Price;  1898-9-00-01-02-03,  Merrick 
B.  Pratt;  1904,  H.  N.  Crosby. 

Early  Recollections  of  Ellicott. 
BY  FLINT  BLANCH ARD. 

These  pages  arc  largely  the  author's 
own  observations,  strengthened  by  the 
statements  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 

town.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  history 
of  the  town  will  be  given  nor  a  biogra- 

phy of  the  early  settlers  but  incidents 
and  circumstances  connected  with  the 

hardships  and  privations  of  the  pioneer. 
Speaking  of  Ellicott  as  it  now  is — 

without  Jamestown — is  like  playing 
Hamlet  with  Flamlet  left  out.  Ellicott 

with  its  present  boundaries  was  not  set- 
tled until  about  five  years  after  the  first 

settlement  was  made  in  Jamestown, 
hence,  everything  pertaining  to  the  early 
history  of  the  township,  centered  in  that 

village.  Hazeltine's  carding  mill,  Gran- 
din's  grist  mill,  and  Prendergast's  saw- mill made  the  market  for  our  wool, 

grain  and  lumber. 
It  was  not  until  about  the  year  1814 

that  the  first  settlers  came  into  the 
town  as  it  now  is.  Edward  Work 

bought  1,000  acres  of  land  at  Works- 
burg-  (now  Falconer)  ;  Ichial  Tiffany 
settled  at  Tiffanyville ;  Durias  and  John 
Dexter  at  Dexterville  (now  East  James- 

town). Work  sold  out  to  Robert  Fal- 
coner in  1836,  Mr.  Work  having  prev- 
iously built  the  first  grist  mill  in  1809, 

or  four  years  before  one  was  built  at 
Jamestown.  In  1813  a  settlement  was 
made  on.  North  Main  street,  commenc- 

ing at  Fifth  Street,  running  north 

through  Moon  Hollow  to  Walkup's Tavern  at  the  North  Line  of  the  town 
and  the  same  year  came  Augustus 
Moon,  Gideon  Moon,  Jonathan  and 
Samuel  Moon.  Walkup,  Kimball,  Hop- 

kins, Ashton,  Riley,  Flint  and  Hollen- 
beck  all  settled  here  about  1830,  while 
Amos  Blanchard  came  about  four  years 
later.  The  Strunks,  William  Big  and 

Little  Henry  (as  they  were  called)  set- 
tled on  the  Strunk  road  and  town  line 

between  Ellery  and  Ellicott ;  a  little  la- 
ter on,  Lee,  Dunton  and  Furgeson  set- 

tled in  the  same  locality  The  Clarks, 
VanVlecks,  Wards  and  Stow  settled  on 
West  Oakhill ;  Wample  and  Reynolds 
on  East  Oakhill.  The  Reynolds  farm 
is  where  our  esteemed  and  enterprising 
townsman,  William  Broadhead,  com- 

menced his  large  fortune.  He  purchas- 
ed the  farm  of  Thomas  Reynolds  and 

paid  for  it  with  sythe  snaths  made  by 
himself.  Samuel  Whitmore  located  at 

Fluvanna,  while  Solomon  Jones  (father 

of  a  large  family  of  Jones's)  and  Squire 
Fenton  (also  the  father  of  a  large  fam- 

ily of  Fenton's)  took  up  their  abode 
near  the  brick  yard,  (now  Clifton)  The 
Bratts  settled  on  the  south  side  of  the 
outlet  near  the  Busti  line.  All  these 

were  pioneers  who  came  in  1813  and 
1 8 14,  bought  their  land  for  $2.50  per 
acre  and  knew  not  the  pleasures  of 
roads  or  improved  land.  If,  perchance, 
there  was  a  spring  of  water  on  their 
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purchase,  they  always  built  the  log 
house  near  it  and  as  soon  as  a  small 

piece  of  land  was  cleared  they  planted 
an  orchard  with  seeds  brought  with 
them  from  their  old  homes  in  the  East. 
The  wives  would  set  out  tanzy,  comfry, 
horseheads,  catnip,  thoroughwort,  etc., 
which  were  used  in  case  of  sickness ; 
some  of  these  roots  can  be  found  in  the 

old  building  spots  at  the  present  time. 
Mrs.  Johnathan  Moon  rode  on  horse- 

back to  Bemus  Point  to  make  a  visit 

and  on  her  return  trip  she  broke  a  twig 
from  a  poplar  tree  to  use  as  a  riding 
whip  and  upon  arrival  home  from  her 
journey  she  stuck  it  into  the  ground  in 
front  of  the  house.  This  twig  grew  to 
be  a  large  tree  and  became  a  landmark 
among  the  townspeople,  who,  when 
they  were  directing  a  traveler  to  a  cer- 

tain place  would  tell  him  to  go  "so  many 
houses"  from  the  tall  poplar  tree.  The location  of  this  tree  was  in  front  of  the 

house  afterwards  owned  by  the  late 
Deacon  Amos  Blanchard. 

The  houses  were  made  of  logs  and 
usually  twenty  feet  square,  corners 
notched  together.  Four  men,  one  on 
each  corner ;  two  more  men  to  cut  the 
logs  the  proper  lejigth  and  one  with  an 
ox  team  to  place  the  logs,  constituted 
the  force  necessary  to  put  up  a  house 
in  one  day  ready  for  the  floor.  All  these 
houses  were  built  with  two  outside 

doors  opposite  each  other  and  large 
enough  to  admit  a  sled  with  a  large  log, 
called  a  back  log,  on  which  were  placed 
two  other  logs,  one  smaller  than  the 
other,  and  then  came  the  fore  stick 
placed  on  stones  for  andirons,  which 
with  the  logs,  now  constituted  the  foun- 

dation for  a  fire  ;  small  wood  was  then 
piled  to  the  jam  and  the  fire  for  the  day 
was  completed.  A  dye  tub  in  one  cor- 

ner for  coloring  yarn  and  a  kettle  in 
the  other  for  baking  Indian  corn  bread 
were  necessary  adjuncts.  This  fire 
place  was  built  in  the  center  of  one 
side,  made  of  stone  to  the  chamber 
floor  and  finished  from  there  up  with 
sticks  and  mud,  and,  with  the  addition 
of  a  long  iron  crane  and  a  hook  upon 
which  to  hang  the  kettle,  the  good 
housewife  was  ready  to  prepare  her 
first  meal. 

Spelling  schools  in  winter  were  well 
attended;  one  school  pitted  against  an- 

other would,  after  exhausting  Cobb's 

spelling  book,  resort  to  Walker's  dic- 
tionary to  seat  the  contestants. 

As  we  have  said,  every  farmer  on 
Main  street  north  of  Fifth  street,  own- 

ed a  yoke  of  oxen,  except  Gust  Moon, 
who  had  a  span  of  fine  roan  horses 
which  he  would  pull  against  any  ox 
team  on  the  road.  Saturdays  were 
gala  days  for  the  old  settlers,  who,  with 
their  fine  oxen  of  the  Prendergast  stock 
could  be  seen  winding  their  way  to  the 
village.  In  front  of  the  hotel,  on  the 
site  where  the  Prendergast  Block  now 
stands)  kept  by  Solomon  Jones,  were 
long  poles  fastened  to  posts  to  which  the 
oxen  were  hitched  and  the  drivers,  after 
imbibing  a  quantity  of  wet  goods  were 
ready  for  the  fray ;  bets  were  not  large 

but  frequent ;  for  instance,  "Gust"  would 
bet  "Jonathan"  that  "Shup"  and  "Char- 

ley" (the  names  of  his  horses)  could 
draw  a  heavier  load  on  a  log  boat  from 

Grandin's  mill  than  he  (Jonathan)  could 
with  his  ox  team.  A  quantity  of  stone 
was  first  put  on  the  boat  as  a  starter, 
then  a  man  would  step  on,  then  a  boy, 
and  so  on  until  the  load  could  not  be 
started.  Each  pull  was  the  length  of 
the  boat  and  was  generally  witnessed  by 
the  major  portion  of  the  men  and  boys 
of  the  village  so  there  was  no  lack  of 
human  freight. 

As  the  warm  days  of  April  thawed  the 
frost  out  of  the  ground,  Main  Street 
became  one  sea  of  black  mud  and  on  a 

certain  day  after  one  of  these  pulls  the 
pioneers  returned  to  the  hotel  to  settle 
the  stakes.  At  this  time  it  was  a  rare 

thing  to  see  a  man  in  the  village  wear- 
ing anything  but  home-spun  clothes, 

but  it  happened  that  on  this  day,  after 
the  stakes  had  been  disposed  of,  pipes 
filled  with  plug  tobacco  and  all  had 

stepped  out  on  the  street  to  take  obser- 
vation, that  Gust  spied  such  a  man  and 

turning  to  Ahaz  French  (from  West  Oak 
Hill  and  who  stood  six  feet  high  in  his 
stocking  feet,  a  greatgrandfather  to  our 

enterprising  citizen,  Cyrus  Jones)  "Do 
you  see  that  man  over  there  with  those 
good  clothes  on  and  shining  hat,  go 
over  and  ask  him  what  his  business  is 

in  this  'ere  village." 
Ahaz  goes  over  and  says,  "Say  sir, 

we  are  wondering  what  vour  business 

is." 

The  stranger  replied,  "I  don't  know 
as  it  is  any  of  your  business." 
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Whereupon  Ahaz  brings  him  a  blow 
with  his  ox  gad  which  was  replied  to 
by  the  stranger  by  a  heavy  blow  from 
his  fist  which  landed  Ahaz  face  down  in 

the  black  mud,  and  this  greeted  by 
shouts  from  the  pioneers  on  the  oppo- 

site side  of  the  street.  Ahaz  drew  him- 
self out  of  the  mud,  wiped  the  mud  from 

his  eyes  as  best  he  could  and  called  out : 

"Gust,  hadn't  we  better  go  home?" 
In  the  eastern  part  of  the  town, 

known  as  Ross  Mills,  lived  Benjamin 
Ross  who  was  largely  interested  in  the 
lumber  business,  rafting  lumber  and 
running  it  to  the  southern  market,  as 
he  also  did  shaved  pine  shingles.  Hem- 

lock lumber  was  not  worth  cutting; 
good  pine  logs  were  worth  fifty  cents 
each,  a  log  to  contain  two  hundred  feet, 
sixteen  feet  long  and  nineteen  inches 
at  the  top  end  and  measured  with  a  rule 
adopted  by  the  trade.  Aaron  Taylor, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ellicott,  run 
on  the  river  as  a  pilot  and  he  and  Ross 
got  into  trouble  over  some  real  or  fan- 

cied wrong  and  Ross  went  to  the  late 
Judge  Cook  for  council,  who  after  ask- 

ing Ross  to  state  his  case  said :  "Ross, 
you  haven't  made  out  a  case."  Ross 
then  changed  the  material  points  and 
asked  if  that  would  do  and  to  the 

Judge's  reply  in  the  negative  and  unable 
to  get  his  approval,  Ross  handed  him 

a  ten  dollar  bill  and  said,  "I  want  you  to 
call  the  case  and  abuse  Taylor  the 

worth  of  that  bill." 
In  1834  there  was  but  one  frame 

house  in  five  miles  of  Main  Street  from 

Fifth  Street  to  Walkup's  Tavern,  later 
called  the  Kimball  stand,  but  every  age 
produces  men  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
times  and  environments.  The  pioneer 
may  be  forgotten,  but  his  works,  never. 
To  the  young  of  the  present  time,  the 
stories  of  the  frontiersmen  read  like  ro- 

mance ;  the  forests  have  given  way  to 
the  well  cultivated  farm,  the  sickle  to 
the  reaper,  the  one  handled  plow  with 
the  wooden  mould  board,  to  the  polished 
steel  plow;  the  log  house,  to  the  com- 

modious frame  or  brick ;  with  better 
facilities  for  education,  the  young  are 
better  equipped  for  the  duties  of  ad- 

vanced civilization. 

Ellicott,  after  giving  birth  to  the  beau- 
tiful and  prosperous  City  of  James- 

town, still  lives.  Where  once  we  had 

only  Tiffany's  sawmill,  we  now  have  the 

beautiful  and  thriving  Village  of  Fal- 
coner, and  bordering  on  what  we  knew 

in  former  years  as  "Busti  Bay"  we  have 
the  unique  Village  of  Celoron. 

Timber  in  those  clays  was  of  no  ac- 
count; to  get  rid  of  it  and  secure  a  crop 

was  the  first  thing  to  do.  This  was  ac- 
complished by  clearing  away  the  small 

timber  and  girdling  the  oak,  chestnut 
and  pine,  which  latter  was  always  done 
in  the  month  of  August  so  the  oak  and 
chestnut  would  not  sprout.  Corn  and 
vegetables  were  the  first  crop  to  supply 
the  preying  need  of  the  earlier  settlers 
and  as  it  was  impossible  to  plow  among 
the  green  roots,  corn  was  planted  with 
an  axe  by  striking  it  into  the  ground, 
dropping  the  corn  into  the  hole  and 
pressing  it  with  the  foot.  Deer,  coon, 
squirrel,  wild  pigeon  and  in  fact,  all  the 
wild  game  known  to  this  region,  then 
frequented  the  forest  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  the  farmer  secured  a  full 
crop.  Speaking  of  game,  the  writer  is 
reminded  that  there  was  a  runway  for 
deer  passing  through  his  farm  and  near 
which  he  killed  one  while  among  the 
sheep  in  the  barn  yard.  The  flesh  of 
this  animal  was  the  principal  source  of 
meat  at  this  time. 

Some  interesting  stories  were  told  to 
the  boys  of  what  happened  between  the 
years  1813  and  1834.  Jonathan  Moon  is 
responsible  for  the  following :  Fie  kept 
a  tame  deer  to  which  he  attached  a  bell 

and  would  turn  her  loose  in  the  morn- 
ing and  allow  her  to  run  in  the  woods, 

from  whence  she  would  return  at  night, 
often  followed  by  a  fat  buck.  When 
the  tinkle  of  the  bell  was  heard  around 

the  house  on  a  moonlight  night  and 
Jonathan  thought  his  steak  was  getting 
low,  he  would  carefully  open  the  door 
and  with  his  rifle,  would  bring  down  the 
venison.  This  tame  deer  was  at  times 

very  troublesome.  Cellars  were  un- 
known to  the  Chautauquans  of  that 

day  and  all  the  vegetables  were  stored 
in  pits  from  which  they  were  taken  as 
wanted,  for  which  purpose  a  hole  was 
dug  in  the  side  of  the  pit  and  filled  with 
straw  to  keep  out  the  frost  and  a  high 
rail  fence  was  built  around  to  keep  out 
the  deer.  This  deer,  however,  was  not 
to  be  deprived  of  its  dinner  in  ibis  way, 
so  jumping  the  fence,  she  pulled  out 
the  straw,  thrust  her  little  head  in  (he 

hole  and,  when  discovered,  lay  munch- 
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ing  the  vegetables.  Now  Jonathan  was 
a  powerful  man — he  jumped  over  the 
fence  determined  to  punish  her  for  her 
misconduct.  He  caught  her  by  the  leg, 
to  throw  her  over  the  fence,  so  he  says, 
but  alas,  with  a  kick,  such  as  only  a  deer 
or  a  mule  can  give,  Jonathan  was  landed 
over  the  fence  with  the  rails  on  top  of 
him. 

Those  pioneers  were  a  powerful  set 
of  men  ;  as  the  writer  remembers  them, 
they  were  nearly  six  feet  in  height,  with 
massive  frames  and  keen  eyes  and  with 
whom  it  was  a  pride  to  cut  a  tree  with 
such  true  blows  as  nut  to  leave  a  hack. 

They  were  full  of  ambition  and  deter- 
mination to  succeed  and  although 

money  was  scarce,  they  nearly  all  paid 
for  their  land,  receiving  their  title  direct 
from  the  Holland  Land  Company. 
As  we  have  said  before,  the  large 

timber  was  girdled  and  as  the  families 
grew  up,  the  boys  with  their  father  com- 

menced the  second  clearing  of  the  land. 
The  large  trees  were  cut  down,  cut  into 
logging  lengths,  piled  into  heaps  and 
burned.  Now  was  the  time  of  the  log- 

ging bees.  Every  farmer  had  his  yoke 
of  oxen  ;  the  old  men  would  drive  the 

teams,  the  boys  do  the  rolling,  the  fol- 
low having  been  staked  off,  so  many 

rods  to  each  team,  and  it  was  not  un- 
usual to  log  ten  acres  in  a  single  day. 

At  night  would  come  the  fun.  The  piles 
were  fired  and  so  great  was  the  flame 
that  the  sky  was  lighted  for  miles 
around.  Until  midnight,  the  boys 
would  rest  themselves  on  the  nearest 

haymow,  then  go  to  the  follow  to  punch 

up  the  heaps,  which  done,  they  would' 
go  to  the  nearest  cornfield  and  return 
with  their  arms  full  of  corn  which  they 
would  cook  by  thrusting  a  sharp  stick 
into  tlie  end  of  the  cobs  and  rolling  the 
corn  over  and  over  on  the  hot  coals. 
The  rule  was  for  each  boy  to  eat  his 

length,  which,  of  course  gave  the  short 
boy  the  advantage.  No  salt  or  butter 
was  allowed,  and  we  never  knew  a  bov 

to  suffer  from  the  diet.  No  modern  gym- 
nastics in  those  days — brought  up  in  the 

open  air  on  plain  food  and  plenty  of 
exercise,  they  seldom  got  so  tired  they 

couldn't  pull  sticks  at  night. 
My  first  experience  on  a  new  farm 

was  in  1834,  having  lived  in  a  village 
until  I  was  eight  years  old.  One  day  I 
went  to  visit  the  boys  on  a  neighboring 

farm,  who  were  working  with  their 
father,  chopping  in  a  follow  and  were 
as  black  as  negroes  from  the  soot  and 
coal  of  the  burned  timbers — a  new  sight 
for  a  village  boy.  As  it  grew  near  din- 

ner time  I  became  hungry,  as  all  boys 
do,  and  the  man,  taking  in  the  situation, 

said  to  me,  "Go  to  yonder  log,  when 
you  get  hungry  and  you  will  find  a  jug 

full  of  dinner."  The  invitation  being 
very  acceptable  and  being  anxious  to 
learn  what  kind  of  a  dinner  they  could 
carry  in  a.  jug,  I  sought  out  the  said 
receptacle,  drove  away  the  flies  from  the 
cob  which  served  as  a  cork,  and  smelt 

of  it.  To  my  astonishment,  their  vic- 
tuals and  drink  consisted  of  stale  mo- 
lasses and  buttermilk.  Needless  to  say, 

I  went  home  to  dinner. 
Aside  from  our  recreations  mentioned 

above,  we  had  husking  bees,  paring 
bees,  spelling  schools,  singing  schools, 

etc.,  while  "General  Training"  and  the 
Fourth  of  July  were  the  great  days  of 
the  year,  with  twenty-five  cents  for 
spending  money  (the  usual  amount  al- 

lowed to  boys  in  those  days)  but  who, 
nevertheless,  got  as  much  fun  out  of  it, 
if  not  more,  than  the  boy  of  the  present 

day  does  out  of  a  "V,"  and  went  home sober. 
Levi  Wellington,  the  town  blacksmith, 

was  the  singing  master  and  with  his 
long  singing  book  and  bass  viol  would 
sing  us  as  long  our  wind  lasted.  All 
the  boys  seated  on  one  side  of  the 
schoolhouse  were  supposed  to  sing 

"bass"  while  all  the  girls  on  the  other 

side  were  supposed  to  sing  "treble." The  boys  would  go  home  with  the  girls 
unless  so  unfortunate  as  to  get  the 

"mitten."  In  this  connection  you  will 
pardon  me  for  giving  a  little  personal 
experience :  There  was  one  girl,  a  fav- 

orite with  all,  Kate  Stowe  by  name,  and 
her  mother  was  a  kind  old  lady,  who 
entered  heartily  into  the  enjoyment  of 

the  young  people.  You  must  re- 
member that  this  was  the  time  of  the 

tallow  candles  and  shaker  bonnets, 
which  latter  extended  far  in  front  of 
the  face  and  in  the  dim  light  of 
the  candle  the  girl  was  only  known 

by  the  dress  she  wore.  One  even- 
ing Mrs.  Stowe  said  to  her  daugh- 

ter :  "You  stay  at  home  and  let  me  go 
to  the  singing  school  tonight."  So 
dressing  in  Kate's  clothes,  she  went  to 
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the  scLoolhouse  with  the  rest  of  the 

girls.  The  old  schoolhouse  had  an  en- 
try way  in  which  the  boys  usually  waited 

for  the  girls  to  come  out  whereupon 
they  would  offer  their  arms  to  the  one 
they  chose.  This  one  instance  so  hap- 

pened that  Kate's  mother  took  the  arm 
of  the  boy  she  liked  and  as  conversation 
is  always  in  order  at  such  close  range 
it  began  by  the  young  gentleman  : 

"Cold  night." 

Answer,  "Urn,  hm." 
"Beautiful  snow." 
"Urn,  hm." 
"Many  stars." 
"Um,  hm." 
'  xvate,  have  you  got  a  cold?" 
"Um,  hm." 
"How  is  your  mother?" 
"Flint,  I  have  got  you."  Not  much, the  dear  old  soul  was  left  in  the  road 

looking  at  a  boy  of  great  speed  in  the 
distance — sensation  and  a  mistake. 

For  the  singing  master's  salary  we 
would  make  a  bee  and  haul  enough 
wood,  sled  length,  to  last  him  for  a 

year. 
Paring  bees,  which  we  mentioned  as 

a  social  event  in  our  everyday  life,  were 
usually  attended  by  the  other  games  of 

"snap  and  catche'm,"  and  blind  man's 
buff,  but  not  until  after  about  nine  bush- 

els of  the  common  small  apples  had  been 
pared,  cored  and  strung  and  while  the 
girls  cleaned  up  the  floor  the  boys  hung 
up  the  apples,  then  all  in  a  circle,  round 
and  round,  singing: 

"O,  Nancy,  if  you  will  be  mine You  shall  wash  no  more  dishes 
Nor  feed  no  more  swine, 

But  sit  on  a  sofa  all  fit  for  a  queen 
And    eat    strawberries,    sugar  and 

cream." 

HIRAM   BENEDICT,  JR. 

Hiram  Benedict,  Jr.,  now  a  resident  of 
Falconer,  was  born  in  the  Village  of  Ash- 
ville  on  December  28,  1825.  When  he 
reached  four  years  of  age,  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Panama  where  he  resided 
for  a  similar  period  of  time.  He  later 
moved  to  Sinclairville  where  he  resided 

until  the  month  of  May,  1842,  and  subse- 
quently he  took  up  a  residence  in  Tiffany- 

ville  where  he  remained  for  eleven  years. 
During  this  period  Mr.  Benedict  exercised 
the  educational  advantages  afforded  by  the 

common  schools,  but  the  greater  portion  of 
his  time  was  spent  in  working  upon  the 
property  of  his  father,  Hiram  Benedict,  who 
settled  in  Ashville  during  the  year  1820. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Benedict  commenced  to 

acquire  farm  property  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. He  purchased  a  farm  in  Poland  as  early 

as  1854,  and  later  bought  a  farm  in  the 
Township  of  Ellicott.  For  thirty  years  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  and 
dairying  pursuits.  During  the  year  1884, 
Mr.  Benedict  purchased  a  one-half  interest 
in  the  Levant  Creamery.  In  addition  to 
that  business,  he  is  a  large  owner  in  the 
Falconer  Towel  Company,  and  for  nine 
years  he  has  acted  as  the  President  of  that 
corporation.  The  energies  of  the  company 
are  largely  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
fine  Turkish  bath  towels,  and  as  such  it  is 

one  of  the  thriving  industries  of  the  grow- 
ing Village  of  Falconer. 

In  politics  Mr.  Benedict  has  been  a  con- 
sistent Republican,  and  as  such  he  has  been 

a  factor  in  the  politics  of  his  township.  He 
has  served  one  term  as  Excise  Commissioner 
of  Ellicott  and  two  terms  as  the  Commis- 

sioner of  the  Highways.  Both  in  public  and 
private  enterprises,  Mr.  Benedict  manifests 
integrity  and  energy  in  the  conduct  of  the 
work  at  hand. 

It  was  on  December  28,  1853,  that  Mr. 
Benedict  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 

P.  Crandall  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, Salem  Cross  Roads,  near  the  Village 

of  Brocton.  As  a  result  of  the  union  two 
children  were  born.  The  first,  Addie  M. 
Benedict,  was  born  on  September  2G,185C,  and 
now  resides  with  her  father  at  the  family 
home  in  Falconer.  The  only  son,  Charles  M. 
Benedict,  was  born  December  9,  18G1,  and  at 
the  present  time  he  is  a  prosperous  physi- 

cian in  Findlay,  Ohio.  Hiram  Benedict  has 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  boyhood.  In  1879 
he  joined  Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  34,  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
later  he  affiliated  with  Chadakoin  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Fal- 
coner. 

FRANK  W.  CHASE. 

One  of  the  foremost  business  men  in  the 
Village  of  Falconer  is  Frank  W.  Chase,  who 
was  born  in  Kiantone  May  15,  1849.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Anna  Eliza  (Lovett) 
Chase,  his  father  settling  in  Kiantone  in 
1828.    Mr.  Chase  received  his  education  in 
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the  common  schools  and  the  Jamestown 
Academy  after  which  he  taught  school  for 
a  number  of  years. 

For  twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  at 
Frewsburg.    He  now  successfully  conducts 

FRANK  W.  CHASE. 

a  dry  goods  and  notion  store  and  under- 
taking business  at  Falconer.  As  a  funeral 

director  he  is  particularly  endowed  with 
those  qualifications  of  sympathy  and  respect 
for  the  bereaved,  which  have  done  so  much 
towards  bespeaking  for  him  a  popularity, 
the  equal  of  which  but  few  of  his  contem- 

poraries can  lay  just  claim  to. 
Mr.  Chase  was  clerk  of  the  Town  of  Car- 

roll for  eight  years,  a  Deputy  Sheriff  for 
nine  years;  was  for  twelve  years  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Frewsburg  Union  School  Board, 
serving  a  portion  of  the  time  as  President 
and  part  of  the  time  as  Secretary,  and  was 
always  interested  in  the  best  development 
of  that  school.  He  was  a  charter  member 

of  Stillwater  Tent,  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees, of  Frewsburg,  and  at  present  is  the 

Noble  Grand  of  the  Chadakoin  Lodge,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  On  Octo- 

ber 31,  1871,  Mr.  Chase  married  Louisa  M., 
daughter  of  Melvin  and  Precilla  D.  Thomp- 

son. Their  children  are:  Bffie  E.,  Flor- 
ence E.,  Claude  Cutler,  Donald  Sherwin, 

Guy  Glenwood. 

HARLEY  N.  CROSBY. 

Harley  N.  Crosby,  one  of  the  promising 
young  attorneys  of  Chautauqua  County,  is  a 
nephew  of  the  late  Hon.  Newton  W.  Nut- 

ting of  Oswego,  who  was  for  many  years 
County  Judge  of  Oswego  County  and  later 
a  Representative  in  Congress,  his  death  oc- 

curring while  a  member  of  that  legislative 
body.  The  relationship  to  this  distinguished 
statesman  is  mentioned  in  this  connection 

merely  to  emphasize  the  point  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  has  thus  early  in  his 

career  exhibited  those  characteristics  wmch 
indicate  that  he  may  ultimately  follow  in  his 

uncle's  footsteps,  for,  although  young  in 
years,  he  has  already  held  important  public 
positions  and  at  present  is  the  Supervisor 
of  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  the  highest  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  citizens  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Crosby  was  born  June  25th,  1873,  in 
the  Township  of  Parish,  Oswego  County, 
on  a  farm.  His  parents  are  Solomon  H.  and 
Celia  Nutting  Crosby.  His  father  is  half 
Connecticut  Yankee  and  half  Mohawk 
Dutch.    His  mother  is  of  Quaker  descent  and 

HARLEY  N.  CKOSKT. 

in  her  family  she  has  an  Indian  ancestor,  one 
John  Logan,  who  lived  many  years  ago  and 
whose  exploits  it  is  not  necessary  to  re- 

count here. 

Mr.  Crosby's  education  commenced  in  the 
Parish  Academy  in  the  winter  of  1887-8,  and 
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was  completed  in  1897,  when  he  graduated 
from  Cornell  University  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws,  having  the  preceding  year 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Deciding  upon  a  professional  career,  Mr. 
Crosby  commenced  the  study  of  law  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  New 
York  State  in  1898.  He  formed  a  partner- 

ship with  Walter  H.  Edson,  son  of  Hon. 
Obed  Edson,  and  opened  an  office  in  the  Vil- 

lage of  Falconer  March  1,  1898,  where  he 
has  since  remained,  having  developed  a 
flourishing  and  lucrative  practice. 

Mr.  Crosby  was  for  several  years  Village 
Clerk  and  Village  Attorney  and  on  Novem- 

ber 3,  1903,  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
the  town  and  has  since  served  in  that  ca- 

pacity with  credit  to  himself  and  the  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents. 

Despite  the  activities  of  political  and  pro- 
fessional life  Mr.  Crosby  has  found  time  to 

mingle  socially  with  his  fellows.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Delta  Chi,  a  Greek  letter  col- 

lege fraternity,  and  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order  since  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Crosby  married  Miss  Inez  Howe  at 
Genoa,  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  Novem- 

ber 3,  1899. 

PATRICK  FALCONER. 

Patrick  Falconer  was  born  in  New  York 
City  January  5,  1814,  and  died  at  his  home 
at  Falconer,  New  York,  February  17,  1887. 
His  father,  Robert  Falconer,  was  born 

December  22,  1780,  at  Inveraven,  Scotland, 
and  died  at  Sugargrove,  Pennsylvania,  Oc- 

tober 25,  1852.  He  was  descended  from  one 
of  the  ancient  and  noble  families  of  Scot- 

land of  the  Rob  Roy  Clan.  He  was  not 
only  a  man  of  wealth,  but  highly  educated, 
having  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Aberdeen  in  1800,  with  the  intention  of  fol- 

lowing a  professional  life,  but  after  finish- 
ing his  studies  decided  to  come  to  America, 

where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, shipping  cotton  from  New  York  City 

and  Charleston  to  Glasgow  and  Liverpool. 
In  1812  he  married  Eliza  Elliott,  of  New 

York,  who  died  in  1819.  The  war  of  tnat 
period  with  England  seriously  affecting  the 
cotton  trade,  he  decided  to  go  west,  and  ar- 

riving in  Jamestown  in  1817,  he  shortly  af- 
terwards took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  near 

Sugar  Grove,  Pa.  The  following  year  he 
went  to  New  York,  and  in  1819  returned  with 
his  family,  and  settled  on  his  property.  He 

soon  became  identified  with  a  number  of 
business  enterprises  in  the  vicinity  and  was 
also  interested  in  some  of  the  earlier  steam- 

boats on  Lake  Chautauqua,  one  of  which 
bore  his  name.  In  1829  he  removed  to  War- 

ren, Pennsylvania,  and  became  President  of 
the  Lumberman's  Bank.  He  returned  to 
Sugargrove  in  1840,  and  remained  there 
until  his  death. 

Patrick  was  five  years  of  age  when  his 
father  left  New  York.  At  fifteen  he  attend- 

ed the  Academy  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and 
later  a  Military  School  at  Buffalo.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Abner  Hazeltine.  In  due  time  he 

was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  became  a  part- 
ner under  the  firm  name  of  Hazeltine  -z. 

Falconer. 
In  1843,  his  father  needing  his  aid  and 

assistance  in  the  management  of  his  num- 
erous business  enterprises,  he  abandoned 

the  law,  and  gave  his  attention  to  lumbering 
and  other  interests. 

In  1844  he  married  Martha  Titus  Hallock, 
of  Milton,  Ulster  County,  New  York,  and 
soon  afterwards  took  up  his  residence  at 
Falconer,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
Mrs.  Falconer  died  on  January  18,  188G. 
Their  children  were  Robert,  who  died  at  in- 

fancy, Martha  J.,  William  T.,  David  H.,  de- 
ceased, and  Allen. 

Mr.  Falconer  inherited  many  of  the  ex- 
cellent traits  from  his  Scotch  ancestry. 

Nearly  his  whole  life  was  passed  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Jamestown,  where  he  took  a  prom- 
inent part  in  the  financial,  political  and 

social  events.  He  early  saw  the  advantages 
of  better  transportation  facilities,  and  en- 

couraged the  building  of  the  different  rail- 
roads through  this  section.  At  the  time  of 

the  completion  of  the  Buffalo  &  Jamestown 
Railroad  he  was  the  prime  mover  in  show- 

ing the  illegality  of  the  bonds  about  to  be 
issued  to  them  by  the  Town  of  Ellicott, 
which  saved  the  town  some  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  He  was  noted  for  his 
keen  sense  of  justice,  his  integrity  and  lib- erality. 

HERBERT  W.  DAVIS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Herbert  W.  Davis,  a  prominent  and 
wellknown  physician  of  Falconer,  was  born 
in  Randolph,  April  3,  18C1.  He  attended 
school  at  Chamberlain  Institute  and  grad- 

uated from  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo  in  1883,  and  was  ap- 

pointed   senior    assistant    house  physician 
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of  the  Rochester  City  Hospital  the  same 
year.  He  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  Kennedy,  but  soon  moved  to  Falconer, 
where  he  has  successfully  practiced  for  the 
past  eighteen  years.  Dr.  Davis  was  ap- 

pointed Postmaster  at  Falconer  by  Presi- 

HEHBEKT  VV.  DAVIS.  M.  D. 

dent  McKinley  and  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term.  He  has  served  the  people  of  Fal- 

coner on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  vil- 
lage, and  has  been  Health  and  Poor  Physi- 

cian of  the  Town  of  Ellicott  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason  and 
Odd  Fellow. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Florence  Williams  of 
Kennedy,  in  February,  1885.  Their  children 
are  Genevieve,  born  December,  1890,  and 
Herbert,  born  October,  1892. 

RANSOM  B.  LYDELL. 

Ransom  B.  Lydell,  of  the  Village  of  Fal- 
coner, is  one  of  the  well  known  and  highly 

respected  citizens  of  the  Township  of  Elli- 
cott. Born  in  the  town  of  Poland,  his  entire 

life  has  been  spent  in  Chautauqua  County, 
and  he  has  been  engaged  in  various  business 
and  professional  enterprises. 

Mr.  Lydell  is  the  son  of  Lucius  and  Si- 
phrona  Burnell  Lydell,  and  grandson  of  Luth- 

er Lydell,  who  came  to  Chautauqua  County 

and  settled  in  Poland  in  1828.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Judge  Joel  Burnell,  came  to 
Chautauqua  County  in  1810  and  settled  in 
Charlotte  Township.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  may  fairly  claim 
that  his  ancestors  were  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Lydell  was  born  in  Poland  July  3, 
1853.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  schools  of  that  township,  but 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  schools 
at  Jamestown  and  remained  there  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  teaching  district 
schools  during  the  winter.  He  taught  five 
consecutive  winters,  commencing  when  18 
years  of  age. 
Farming  has  occupied  the  attention  of 

Mr.  Lydell  to  some  extent,  and  he  has  also 
been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business, 
although  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
been  and  now  is  an  extensive  manufacturer 
of  cider  vinegar,  producing  a  product  that 
finds  a  ready  sale. 

With  all  his  business  activities,  Mr.  Lydell 
has  found  time  to  devote  some  attention  to 

RANSOM  K.  L.  Y  DELI.. 

public  affairs.  When  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Poland  Township,  and  he  held  that  office 
until  1884  when  he  removed  to  Falconer. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  Assessor  of  the 
Town  of  Ellicott,  which  office  he  still  holds. 
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533 Mr.  Lydell  was  married  to  Miss  Mina  J. 
Covey  of  Jamestown  August  21,  1877.  They 
have  eight  children,  viz:     Frances  B.,  Ella 
A.  ,  Flossie  J.,  Iva  M.,  Bessie  M.,  Ransom 
B.  Jr.,  Lucius  R.  and  Lula  M.  Lydell. 

Mr.  Lydell  is  a  member  of  Union  Grange 
of  Jamestown. 

OLIVER  SHEARMAN. 

Oliver  Shearman  was  born  in  Portsmouth, 
Rhode  Island,  July  1,  1768.  After  a  resi- 

dence at  Cambridge,  New  York,  from  1792 

OLIVER  SHEARMAN. 

until  1828,  removed  to  Bllicott  and  settled 
on  the  farm  first  purchased  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company  by  Amos  Bird,  being  lots 
fifty-seven  and  fifty-eight,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death  March  12,  18G0.  He  came 
from  Albany  to  Buffalo  by  the  canal,  thence 
to  Dunkirk  by  boat  and  from  there  to  Sher- 

idan by  wagon,  where  he  remained  for  about 
six  months;  from  there  to  Mayville  with 
a  wagon  when  he  removed  his  goods  to  the 
steamboat  that  was  then  running  from  May- 

ville to  Jamestown.  When  he  arrived  at 
what  is  now  known  as  the  boitlanding,  the 
bridge  that  then  spanned  the  outlet  at  that 
point  had  just  been  completed  (the  first  one 
ever  built  there)  but  the  end  on  the  city 
side  of  the  creek  was  not  so  they  could 
drive  a  team  on,  but  the  other  was  com- 

plete, so  instead  of  going  over  what  is  now 
known  as  Steel  Street  to  Brooklyn  and 
back  to  the  boatlanding,  they  backed  the 
oxen  and  cart  on  the  bridge,  carried  their 
household  goods  from  the  boat  and  loaded 
them  on  the  cart  and  drove  off  the  bridge, 
(this  being  the  first  load  that  was  drawn 

across  the  first  bridge),  thence  to  the  log 
house. 

He  was  a  good  farmer  and  had  a  strong 
mathematical  mind.  He  could  solve  diffi- 

cult problems  in  his  mind  without  pen  or 
pencil.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Busti,  while  his  farm  was  in  that  town, 
and  also  held  other  town  offices.  The 
Shearman  family  were  remarkable  for  lon- 

gevity. Oliver's  father  was  over  eighty 
when  he  died.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ann  Sessions,  also  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  Oliver  married  Annie,  daugh- 

ter of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth  Allen,  of  Cam- 
bridge, New  York.  Their  children  were: 

Ann,  Elisha,  Mary,  Philip,  Lydia,  Sarah, 
Gideon  A.,  Ruth,  Prudence,  Annie  E. 

GIDEON  A.  SHEARMAN. 

Gideon  A.  Shearman  was  born  at  Cam- 
bridge, New  York,  January  31,  1807,  and 

was  a  son  of  Oliver  (see  sketch)  who  came 
to  Ellicott  in  1828.  He  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  an  extensive  stock  raiser  and 
dealer.    He  was  widely  known  as  a  man  of 

GIDEON  A.  SHEARMAN. 

integrity  and  stability.  Mr.  Shearman  mar- 
ried Aurilla  A.  Reade  of  Sugargrove,  Penn- 

sylvania, November  7.  1839.  Their  children 
were:  Isaac  A.,  Adelbert  H.,  Amy  A.,  Iva 
G.,  Sidney  R.,  Mary  J.,  Ida  A..  Ella  B.  He 
died  December  2,  1892. 
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RUFUS  PRATT. 

Stephen  Pratt,  the  grandfather  of  Rufus, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  April  3,  1755. 
He  moved  to  Windham  County,  Vermont, 
and  thence  to  Gerry  with  his  son  Zadock. 
He  died  in  Gerry  August  20,  1838.  Zadock, 
his  only  son  and  child  was  born  at  Marl- 

KDFDS  PKATT. 

boro,  Windham  County,  Vermont,  November 
5,  1784.  He  came  to  Gerry  in  the  fall  of 
1819  and  settled  upon  lot  fifty  in  the  deep 
wilderness  west  of  the  Cassadaga  Creek. 
He  and  his  father  were  among  the  earliest 
and  best  known  pioneers  of  Gerry.  The 
earliest  settlement  of  the  town  had  been 
made  but  nine  years  before  his  coming. 
The  forest  that  covered  the  southern  portion 

remaine'd  unbroken  until  but  four  years  be- 
fore he  made  his  home  there.  Zadock  died 

January  20,  1840.  Among  his  children  was 
Rufus,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  at  Marlboro,  Vermont,  June  22,  1816. 
He  came  with  his  father  to  Gerry  in  1819. 
Rufus  received  his  education  first  at  the  com- 

mon school  in  District  Number  Nine,  Gerry 
and  Bllicott,  and  later  at  Fredonia  Acad- 

emy. He  taught  school  in  the  same  district 
in  which  he  received  his  early  education. 
Rufus  was  a  farmer  all  of  his  life.  He  never 
sought  and  never  held  any  political  office. 
September  5,  1841,  he  married  Cynthia  Hor- 
ton  in  the  Town  of  Gerry.    Their  children 

were  Hershel  V.,  who  was  killed  in  a  nitro- 
glycerine explosion  in  Custer  City,  Pennsyl- 

vania, March  10,  1886,  and  Merrick  B,  Mr. 
Pratt  died  in  Ellicott  August  8  1891. 

MERRICK  BURTON  PRATT. 

Merrick  Burton  Pratt,  the  son  of  Rufus 
Pratt,  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Gerry 
April  7,  1848,  received  his  early  education 
in  District  Number  Nine,  the  same  in  which 
his  father  before  him  had  received  his.  He 
afterwards  attended  the  old  Jamestown 
Academy  and  later  the  Jamestown  Union 

School,  passing  the  Regents'  examination. 
He  was  early  successfully  engaged  for  three 
years  in  teaching — one  term  in  District  Num- 

ber Nine  where  his  father  taught  before  him. 
He  was  married  at  Kennedy,  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York,  March  1,  1871,  to  Alice 
M.,  daughter  of  George  A.  Aldrich,  Esq.  In 
1871  he  engaged  with  his  father-in-law  in 
mercantile  business  at  Kennedy,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Aldrich  &  Pratt.    In  1878  and 

MERRICK  B.  PRATT. 

1879  he  was  engaged  in  trade  at  Custer  City, 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  firm  name  of  M. 
B.  Pratt  &  Company,  his  partners  being 
Aldrich,  Sweetland  &  Waite.  In  1880  he 
returned  to  the  Town  of  Ellicott.  In  the 
spring  of  1897  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
the  Town  of  Ellicott,  and  was  repeatedly 
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re-elected  and  served  six  successive  years 
as  such  Supervisor.  He  was  an  outspoken 
and  independent  member  of  that  body.  In 
his  long  service  he  became  one  of  its  most 
experienced  and  influential  members.  Four 
years,  by  appointment  of  Chairman  Nixon, 
he  was  made  a  member  of  the  equalization 
committee,  the  most  important  of  that  body, 
and  was  every  year  of  his  service  a  member 

of  the  committee  on  County  Treasurer's 
accounts. 

In  the  year  1902  he  was  appointed  by 
Speaker  Nixon  of  the  New  York  State  As- 

sembly as  Assistant  Index  Clerk;  in  1903  as 
Deputy  Clerk,  and  in  1904  as  Assistant  Jour- 

nal Clerk. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 

and  Odd  Fellows  Orders,  of  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen,  Empire  State  Leg- 
ion of  Honor  and  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 

bandry. He  has  resided  in  Ellicott  con- 
tinuously since  1880  and  is  now  a  dealer  in 

butter  and  cheese,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  largest  shippers  of  dairy  butter  in 
Western  New  York. 

He  is  now,  and  has  been  since  its  organi- 
zation, a  member  of  the  Jamestown  Dairy 

Board  of  Trade,  and  was  for  several  years 
its  Vice  President.  He  is  well  and  widely 
known  as  a  business  man  of  experience  and 
integrity. 

CELORON  —  ON  CHAUTAUQUA.  LAKE. 
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BY  THEODORE  A.  CASE. 

He  who  attempts  to  write  the  his- 
tory of  people  who  existed  and  events 

that  transpired  nearly  a  century  ago, 

perpetuated  largely  in  the  memory  of 
the  few  who  are  living  and  the  sayings 
of  the  many  who  are  dead,  must  needs 

feel  that  there  is  danger  often  of  weav- 
ing into  the  story  an  occasional  thread 

of  fiction  ;  but  the  writer  has  endeav- 
ored in  this  instance  to  search  for  truth, 

reconcile  conflicting  statements  and 
wherever  possible  to  substantiate  the 

record  by  documentary  proof. 
To  the  few  representatives  of  the 

"Old  Families"  who  are  left  to  tell  their 
stories  and  recount  the  doings  and  say- 

ings of  their  ancestors,  the  author  of 
this  brief  history  desires  to  extend  his 

grateful  acknowledgements ;  knowing 
that  the  records  of  many  persons  who 

contributed  largely  to  the  material  de- 
velopment of  the  town  and  the  intel- 

lectual and  moral  progress  of  this  com- 
munity, must  pass  without  mention, 

owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  data  and 
sources  of  information.  Families, 

prominent  in  an  early  day,  have  become 
extinct,  or  their  descendants  have 

moved  away,  and  the  brief  record  of 

their  lives  exist  only  in  the  memory  of 
the  living  or  some  old  structure  or  land- 

mark that  reflects  the  work  of  their 
hands. 

1,  therefore,  beg  to  invoke  the  char- 

itable criticism  of  any  who  may  feel  in- 
terested in  this  necessarily  brief  review 

of  the  first  centenary  of  Ellington  and 
its  people. 

The  Town  of  Ellington  is  bounded 

011  the  north  by  the  Town  of  Cherry 
Creek,  on  the  west  by  the  Town  of 

Gerry,  south  by  the  Town  of  Poland 

and  on  the  east  by  Cattaraugus  Coun- 
ty. It  is  understood  to  have  been 

named  after  Ellington  in  Connecticut. 
Most  of  the  early  settlers  came  from 

that  state  and  the  neighboring  states 
of  Massachusetts  and  Vermont. 

On  April  r,  1824,  it  was  set  off  from 
the  Town  of  Gerry  and  at  that  time 
included  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek ; 

the  latter  town  being  set  apart  from 

Ellington  May  4,  1829.  It  is  township 
number  three  of  the  tenth  ran^e  of  the 

Holland  Land  Company's  survey  and 
embraces  about  twenty-three  thousand 
acres  of  land. 

The  major  part  of  its  surface  is  un- 
dulating upland.  The  principal  valleys 

are  the  valleys  of  Clear  Creek  and  its 
tributaries.  The  sources  of  Clear 

Creek  are  in  the  neighboring  Towns  of 

Gerry  and  Charlotte.  It  enters  the 

northwest  part  of  the  town  on  lot  fiftv- 
six  and  running  southeasterly  through 

the  central  portions  of  the  town  empties 

into  the  Conewango  east  of  the  Village 
of  Clear  Creek  in  Cattaraugus  County. 
The  northeast  corner  of  the  town  takes 

in  a  portion  of  the  Conewango  Valley, 

that  stream  passing  through  the  north- 
east corner  of  lot  seven  and  centrally 

through  lot  eight  and  through  the 
northeast  corner  of  lot  sixteen. 

The  Village  of  Ellington  is  located 

on  lots  twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine, 
at  about  the  center  of  the  town,  and 

in  the  valley  of  Clear  Creek  and 

Twenty  -  Eight  Creek  ;  which  streams 
unite  just  east  of  the  village.  The  pres- 

ent population  of  the  village  is  about 
four  hundred,  and  of  the  (own  about 
fourteen  hundred.  Two  and  one-half 
miles  east  of  the  village  and  on  the 
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county-line  road  between  Chautauqua 
and  Cattaraugus,  is  the  Village  of  Clear 

Creek,  and  one  and  one-fourth  miles 
north  of  the  latter  place  on  lot  seven, 
is  Conewango  Valley,  a  station  on  the 
Buffalo  and  Southwestern  Railroad. 

From  this  place  a  bus  runs  twice  a  day, 
carrying  mail  and  passengers  to  and 
from  Ellington  via  Clear  Creek.  Four 

and  one-half  miles  to  the  south  is  Ken- 

nedy, in  Poland ;  a  station  on  the  Erie 
Railroad  which  takes  much  of  the  travel 

and  traffic  from  Ellington. 

Ellington  is  essentially  a  dairy  town 

and  has  long  been  famous  for  its  fine 
butter  and  cheese.  Its  diversified  sur- 

face affords  good  grazing  and  plenty  of 
water  and  the  farmer  who  is  attentive 

to  his  calling  seldom  fails  of  an  abun- 
dant harvest.  There  are  four  cheese 

factories  in  the  town,  owned  and  op- 
erated by  E.  F.  Rowley,  a  veteran 

cheese-maker  of  Kennedy,  New  York ; 
one  near  the  village,  one  at  Thornton, 
one  at  Clear  Creek  and  one  on  Dry 
Brook,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 

town.  The  milk  delivered  to  these  fac- 

tories during  the  season  of  1901  amount- 

ed to  five  million  one  hundred  twenty- 
two  thousand  pounds,  from  which  was 

manufactured  four  hundred  ninety-nine 
thousand  six  hundred  pounds  of  cheese, 

the  avails  of  which  brought  to  the  far- 
mers of  the  town  the  sum  of  forty-five 

thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  In 

addition  to  this  many  of  the  large  dairy- 
men ship  their  milk  to  the  Jamestown 

or  Buffalo  markets. 

In  the  town  are  three  steam  mills  en- 

gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
Charles  J.  Main  and  Chauncey  Jacl 

at  the  village  and  C.  Hidecker  at  Cone- 
wango Valley,  all  of  which  are  doing 

a  large  and  profitable  business. 
Among  the  citizens  of  the  village  who 

are  actively  engaged  in  business  pur- 
suits are  the  following:  On  the  west 

side  of  the  public  park  is  A.  M.  Sweet 

&  Company,  dealers  in  dry  goods  and 
groceries  ;  successors  to  the  late  Sardius 
Frisbee.    In  the  south  half  of  the  block 

is  George  G.   Gilbert,  druggist,  who 
succeeds  to  the  business  interests  of  the 

late  John  H.  Case,  who  is  also  the  pres- 
ent Town  Clerk  and  Postmaster.  Over 

Mr.  Gilbert's  store  is  the  harness  shop 
of  James  Cook.    On  the  south  side  of 
Main   Street  is  the  meat  market  of 

Waith  and  Brown,  dealers  in  live  stock, 
and  in  the  east  half  of  the  same  build- 

ing the  grocery  and  general  store  of 
Perry  Frisbee.    A  short  distance  to  the 
east  is  the  wagon  and  repair  shop  of 
Frank  Rublee,  and  in  the  next  door  the 

barber  shop  and  jewelry  store  of  A.  D. 

Kellogg.    On  the  east  side  of  the  park 

is  the  grocery  and  notion  store  of  J. 
Irvin  Gray,  and  overhead  the  telephone 

exchange,  in  charge  of  Charles  A.  Seek- 
ins,  and  adjoining  is  the  hardware  store 
of  Frank  E.  Case,  who  has  undoubtedly 
been  in  the  mercantile  business  longer 
than  any  other  dealer,  having  begun 

in  1865.    On  the  north  side  of  the  park 
is  the  millinery  and  dry  goods  store  ot 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Stockwell,  and  farther  to 
the  west  the  new  brick  hardware  store 

of  Delos  J.  Eigenbroadt,  and  the  black- 
smith shop  of  L.   Eigenbroadt.  On 

East  Main  Street  is  the  hotel  of  A.  W. 

Clapp,  the  shop  of  A.  Rosskamp  and 
the  millinery  store  of  Mrs.  H.  C.  Lara- 
bee.    On  West  Main  Street  is  the  law 

office  of  Theodore  A.  Case,  the  offices 

of  Doctors  F.  C.  Pursell,  James  Brooks 
and  E.  L.  Steadman,  and  the  blacksmith 

shop  of  Willard  Aldrich.    At  the  north- 
ern terminus  of  Mill  Street  is  the  large 

flouring  mill  of  Mason  H.  Terry,  with 

grocery  and  provision  store  attached. 
At  Clear  Creek,  in  this  town,  is  located 

the  enterprising  and  practical  jeweler, 
Newel  F.  Barnes,  and  the  grocery  stores 
of  L.  H.  Mather  and  M.  D.  Chapman. 

At  Conewango  Valley,  on  this  side  of 
the  county  line,  is  the  large  dry  goods 



ELLINGTON. 539 

store  of  A.  M.  Sweet  &  Company,  suc- 
cessors to  H.  B.  Aldrich,  the  general 

store  of  William  Rheubottom,  the  groc- 

ery store  of  W.  F.  Ross,  the  meat  mar- 
ket of  Charles  Gabrielson,  the  two  ho- 
tels kept  by  Stephen  Champlin  and  \Y. 

F.  Ross  and  the  office  and  residence 

of  Dr.  J.  R.  Smith. 

Early  History. 

The  fact  as  to  who  was  the  first  ac- 

tual settler  in  the  Town  of  Ellington, 

as  its  boundaries  are  at  present  consti- 
tuted, seems  to  be  a  matter  of  some 

little  doubt,  but  the  best  authorities 

agree  that  the  first  opening  in  the  forest 
was  made  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 

town  on  lot  seven  and  Joshua  Bentley 

is  credited  as  being  the  first  actual  set- 
tler. It  is  claimed,  however,  and  per- 

haps justly,  that  another  party,  whose 
name  is  unknown,  made  a  clearing  and 

erected  a  log  cabin  near  the  same  place 

a  year  or  two  in  advance  of  Bentley, 
but  remained  only  a  short  time.  Mr. 

Bentley  came  from  Stephentown,  Rens- 
selaer County,  this  state,  in  1814,  and 

by  the  joint  labors  of  himself  and  wife 
constructed  a  rude  log  cabin  on  the 
east  part  of  the  lot  above  named,  near 

the  present  site  of  the  dwelling  now 

owned  by  Eldred  Bentley,  at  Conewan- 
go  Valley.  The  following  year  Mr. 
Bentley  purchased  three  hundred  acres 
on  lot  sixteen  and  about  the  same  time 

land  on  lots  nine  and  fifteen  of  the 

present  Town  of  Cherry  Creek.  Mr. 

Bentley ?s  son,  Joshua,  Jr.,  who  it  ap- 
pears was  for  a  time  engaged  with  a 

party  of  surveyors,  came  about  the  same 

time  as  his  father,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1 81 5  settled  on  lot  fifteen  of  the  Cherry 
Creek  purchase.  Later  the  records 

show  that  Joshua  Bentley,  Jr.,  bought 

a  part  of  lot  five  in  the  Town  of  Elling- 
ton and  built  a  frame  dwelling,  the  same 

now  owned  bv  Luman  Mather,  north 
of  Clear  Creek. 

Following  Joshua  Bentley,  Sr.,  about 

three  years  later  came  his  brother  El- 
dred Bentley,  from  the  same  place,  and 

settled  on  lot  fifteen,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  west  on  the  line 

of  the  old  Chautauqua  Road.  From 

these  two  brothers  sprang  the  numer- 
ous families  of  Bentleys  that  reside  in 

that  and  other  portions  of  this  town 
and  Cherry  Creek. 

Y\ "ith  the  opening  up  of  this  portion 
of  the  old  Mayville  and  Ellicottville 
Road  in  1814,  settlers  were  attracted 

to  lands  lying  along  its  course.  In  the 

spring  of  1815,  James  Bates,  with  his 
family,  came  from  Onondaga  County, 

but  originally  from  Massachusetts,  and 

settled  on  lot  forty-eight.  In  1816  Ben- 
jamin Follet  settled  on  lot  forty,  build- 

ing a  log  house  on  the  same  premises 
now  owned  by  Frank  Bentley.  The 
same  year  Samuel  McConnell,  from 

Cayuga  County,  Xew  York,  located  on 

lot  forty-seven,  west  of  Follet's,  where 
the  road  crosses  the  Clear  Creek  Val- 

ley, later  known  as  the  Boyd  farm.  In 
1817  Abner  Bates,  from  Chesterfield, 
Massachusetts,  came  with  his  family, 

consisting  of  his  wife  (Nancy)  and  five 
children,  Yinal,  Joseph  P.,  Maria,  Alvah 

and  Corydon,  and  settled  on  lots  forty- 
eight  and  fifty-six.  For  the  first  year 
Mr.  Bates  was  obliged  to  bring  most 

of  his  family  supplies  from  Fredonia 
on  his  back.  The  same  year  Reuben 

Penhollow  arrived  from  Pittsfield,  Mas- 

sachusetts, and  settled  on  lot  thirty- 
nine.  Dwight  Bates  settled  on  the 
same  lot  on  the  farm  now  owned  bv 

Joseph  Luce.  Benjamin  Rider  settled 

on  lot  forty-eight,  later  known  as  the 
Kinsman  place.  In  1820  Benjamin 

Ellsworth  settled  on  lot  thirty-one. 
known  as  the  Throop  farm,  coming  from 

Hartford  County,  Connecticut,  on  foot, 

bringing  all  his  worldly  possessions 

with  him  in  a  little  bundle  swung  over 

his  shoulder.    He  built  a  log  house  the 
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same  year  and  later  married  Calista 

Day,  daughter  of  William  Day  of  Cat- 
taraugus County.  These  are  a  few  of 

the  early  settlers  along  the  line  of  the 
old  Chautauqua  Road,  while  in  other 
parts  of  the  town,  outside  of  the  present 

village  limits,  we  note  the  following: 
In  1816  Simon  Lawrence  drove  through 
from  Rutland  County,  Vermont,  with 

an  ox  team  and  located  on  lot  thirty- 
eight  in  the  Clear  Creek  Valley.  After 

providing  shelter  for  himself  and  family 

he  proceeded  to  clear  the  side-hill  back 
of  his  log  house  and  plant  an  orchard, 
the  first  in  town  ;  many  of  the  trees  are 

still  standing-.  His  son,  Simon  Law- 
rence, Jr.,  who  was  born  upon  the 

premises  soon  after  his  parents  came, 

succeeded  to  the  ownership  upon  bis 

father's  death  and  spent  his  whole  life 
there.  He  died  a  few  years  since  and 

his  youngest  son  Edgar  P.,  now  owns 
and  occupies  the  old  homestead.  The 

same  year  Ward  King,  from  Massa- 
chusetts, located  in  the  northeast  part 

of  the  town  on  lot  sixteen.  In  181 7 
Charles  Thacher,  from  Vermont,  settled 

on  lot  sixty-four  and  the  following  year 
Oliver  Bugbee  on  lot  twenty-three, 
Nathan  Billings  on  lot  twenty-one, 
known  as  the  Nye  farm,  and  his  brother 
Daniel  Billings  on  lot  thirteen,  later 
known  as  the  Alverson  farm.  In  1821 

Rolli  Rublee,  from  Pittsfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, settled  on  lot  twelve,  building 

a  log  house  on  the  south  bank  of  Clear 

Creek,  near  the  present  iron  bridge  op- 
posite the  Day  schoolhouse,  and  later 

a  slab  house  on  the  farm  now  owned 

by  Lorenzo  Green.  The  same  year 
Hiram  Putnam,  a  brother  of  the  late 

Worthy  Putnam,  settled  on  lot  four, 

east  of  Rublee 's  ;  he  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  Simon  Lawrence. 

In  1822  the  population  was  largely  in- 
creased. Among  the  new  settlers  were 

Enos  Bush,  lot  one ;  Samuel  Newton 

and  Greshum  Newton,  lot  forty-six ; 

Gardner  Bentley  and  Benjamin  Carr, 

lot  sixteen ;  James  Leach,  lot  eighteen ; 
Amos  Leach,  lot  eleven;  John  Leach, 

lot  ten;  Benjamin  Livermore,  lot  one; 

Henry  Abbey,  lot  thirty-two ;  Hosea 
Saxton,  lot  twenty-five;  David  Gates, 

lot  eleven  ;  Henry  Day,  lot  twenty-four ; 
Seymour  Saxton,  lot  eighteen,  Jere- 

miah West,  lot  ten  ;  Z.  L.  Bemus,  lot 
one ;  Ira  Gates,  lot  nineteen ;  Nathan 

Bugbee,  (brother  of  Wyman)  lot  twen- 

ty; *John  Woodward,  Jr.,  lot  two.  Mr. 
Woodward  was  seven  years  Supervisor 
of  the  town  and  in  1835  was  elected 

Member  of  Assembly.  He  was  grand- 
father of  Hon.  John  Woodward,  oresent 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Pie  with 
his  brother,  David,  who  later  settled 
on  lot  nine,  moved  to  the  west. 

In  1823  Daniel  C.  Green  settled  on 

lot  twenty-four  and  Moses  Wheeler  on 

lot  forty-three.  In  1824,  Orrin  Fair- 
banks, lot  three  ;  Enos  Preston,  lot  six- 

ty ;  Oran  Kingsley,  Jr.,  (father  of  the 
late  Calvin  Kingsley,  Bishop  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church)  lot  thirty- 
four  ;  Otis  Page,  lot  thirty-four ;  Charles 
Crowfoot,  lot  forty-nine;  Ransom  Wil- 

liams, lot  eighteen  ;  Nathan  Brown  and 

David  Ransom,  lot  thirty-seven  ;  Julius 

Dewey,  lot  thirty-eight.  In  1825 

Friend  L.  Fisk,  lot  forty-four ;  Nathan- 
iel Fuller,  lot  fifty-four ;  Isaac  Harmon, 

lot  thirty-six  ;  Joseph  B.  Eddy,  lot  fifty- 
two  ;  Nathaniel  Dunham,  lot  sixty; 

James  Tracy,  lot  thirty-five ;  Elijah 
Green,  lot  twenty ;  Veranus  Page,  lot 

twelve  ;  Isaac  Holland,  lot  twenty-five. 
In  1826  Israel  Carpenter,  lot  forty-six; 
Richard  G.  Farman  and  Jason  Bump- 

us,  lot  fifty-seven.  In  1827  George  An- 
derson, lot  twenty ;  Abram  Holland,  lot 

twenty-five.  1828,  Ira  Day,  lot  thir- 
teen. 1829,  Dr.  William  Ware,  lot  five. 

1830,  Jonathan  Slater,  lot  thirty-six, 
and  Levi  Warner,  lot  thirty-two.  1832, 
Isaiah  Nessel  and  Joseph  B.  Nessel,  his 

brother,   lot   thirty-eight ;   Isaac  Hel- 

*For  portrait  see  Volume  1,  page  482. 
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mick,  lot  fifty-one,  and  Lewis  Rice,  lot 

twenty-one.  1833,  John  N.  White,  lot 
twenty-seven.  1834,  Salmon  T.  Case, 

and  the  following  year  his  father  Eli- 

phalet  Case,  lot  sixty-three,  and  *Andrew 
P.  White,  lot  forty-two.  1835,  Allen 

Bagg  and  Franzier  Luce,  lot  twenty- 

eight,  Henry  Altenhurg,  lot  sixty-three. 

1836,  Chauncey  Fox,  lot  fifty-four,  Hi- 

IRA  DAT. 

ram  Bagg,  lot  twenty-seven ;  John 

Shaw,  lot  forty-six,  and  Henry  Wheeler, 
lot  thirty-eight. 

The  foregoing  comprise  a  few  of  the 
names  of  the  early  settlers,  most  of 

whom  were  original  purchasers  from 
the  Holland  Land  Company,  but  the  list 

must  necessarily  be  brief;  enough,  how- 
ever, has  been  given  to  show  that  the 

forest-covered  hills,  in  those  earlv  days, 
presented  to  the  settler,  in  pursuit  of  a 
home,  attractions  equal  to  the  more 

fertile  valleys  and  low  lands.  Possibly 
the  rock-ribbed  hills  of  their  former 

New  England  homes,  as  contrasted  with 

the  more  moderately  sloping  hillsides  of 
their  new  found  possessions,  made  the 

latter  seem  to  them  a  pleasing  heritage 

fraught  with  greater  possibilities.  Cer- 
tain it  was  that  the  majestic  pine  and 

the  oak  that  dotted  in  such  profusion 

the  uplands,  must  have  been  to  them  a 

convincing  argument  that  their  giant 
forms  indicated  a  soil  of  untold  wealth 

and  richness  beneath  their  spreading 
branches. 

Early  Industries. 

Among  the  early  industries  estab- 
lished in  the  town,  outside  the  village, 

we  note  the  following : 

Simon  Lawrence,  in  1820,  built  the 
first  sawmill,  which  was  located  on 

Clear  Creek  on  lot  twenty-nine,  on  land 
bought  by  Frederick  Love.  Some  of 
the  remains  of  the  old  mill  can  be  seen 

to  this  day,  near  the  iron  bridge  cross- 
ing the  latter  stream  on  the  Clapp  Hill 

Road.  Other  sawmills  were  built  in 

town  by  different  individuals  and  about 
in  the  order  named.  John  Stafford,  on 
Clear  Creek,  lot  twenty ;  Ira  Day,  on 

the  same  stream  about  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  east  on  lot  twelve  ;  Silas  Rider,  on 

lot  twenty-nine,  north-east  of  William 

HENRY  WHEELER. 

Clapp's  residence ;  Jonathan  Slater  on 
Twenty-Eight  Creek,  on  land  now- 
owned  by  Gust.  W.  Engdahl  ;  (  Hiver 
Carpenter  in  the  Rice  neighborhood; 

the  Avery  Porter  mill  about  three- 

fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  Slater's  ;  the 
McCullough  mill  on  lot  sixty-two,  west 

of  Henry  Harris's;  Henry  Wheeler's 
mill  adjoining-  his  gristmill  near  Simon 

*For  portrait  see  page  45,  this  Volume. 
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Lawrence,  and  the  Gardner  Gilbert  mill 

on  the  farm  lately  owned  by  David 
White.  All  of  these  mills  have  either 

been  destroyed  by  flood,  torn  down, 
or  burned  up. 

The  first  gristmill  was  built  by  Ward 
King,  in  1820,  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  town,  on  lot  sixteen.  He  fashioned 

the  stones  obtained  from  a  neighboring 

quarry,  using  for  the  bolt  bleached  cot- 

ton cloth  bringing'  the  water  to  his  mill 
through  hollow  logs  and  using  an  over- 

shot wheel.  Such  mills  were  called  in 

those  days  "corn-crackers." 
The  first  tannery  in  town  was  estab- 

lished by  Elijah  and  Elliot  Mason,  near 

Clear  Creek,  in  1828.  They  sold  the 

property  to  Philip  M.  Smith,  who  con- 
tinued the  business  for  many  years. 

About  two  years  later  Lockwood  & 

Hough  started  a  wool-carding  and 
cloth-dressing  establishment  on  Clear 
Creek,  on  land  purchased  by  them  of 
Simon  Lawrence.  In  1832,  Isaiah  and 

Joseph  B.Nessel,two  brothers  from  On- 
ondaga Count)',  New  York,  moved  into 

town  and  bought  the  farm  adjoining 

Lawrence's  to  the  west,  together  with 
the  property  and  business  of  Lock- 
wood  &  Hough.  They  engaged  in  the 
enterprise  until  1836  when  thev  sold 
their  building  and  water  privilege  to 

Henry  Wheeler,  from  Madison  County, 
New  York,  who  moved  the  building  up 
near  the  road  and  converted  it  into  a 

dwelling  and  built  upon  its  former  site 

a  large  flouring  mill  and  sawmill.  Mr. 

Wheeler  continued  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness at  that  place  until  1851,  when  he 

sold  out  to  William  W.  and  Richard 

Gates,  but  three  years  later  bought  the 

property  back  and  remained  in  business 
there  until  he  purchased  and  built  over 

the  Yaill  mill  in  the  village.  After  the 
Nessel  brothers  sold  out  to  Mr.  Wheel- 

er, Joseph  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
Alvah  Bates,  and  they  moved  their 

wool-carding  and  cloth-dressing  busi- 

ness to  the  village  and  built  what  is  now 
known  as  the  old  Dobbin  cabinet  shop, 

and  followed  the  business  for  many 

years. 
The  first  store  in  town  was  started 

at  Olds'  Corners  by  Camp,  Colville  & 
Holbrook ;  following  them  was  Rug- 
gles  &  Ingersoll,  at  Clear  Creek. 
James  Bates,  who  in  181 5,  settled 

on  lot  forty-eight,  on  what  was  later 
known  as  the  George  L.  Wade  olace, 

kept  at  that  point  the  first  tavern 
in  town.  Later  Alamanson  Hadley  and 

Henry  McConnell  kept  tavern  at  the 

same  place.  Benjamin  Follet  kept  an- 
other in  a  log  house  about  a  mile  east 

from  Bates'  on  the  old  Chautauqua 
Road,  he  was  succeeded  by  Lucretia 
French  in  1822,  at  the  same  place.  A 

little  later  Joshua  Bentley  erected  a 

frame  building  and  kept  hotel  in  it  at 

Olds'  Corners.  About  1826  Stephen 
Nichols  kept  tavern  in  a  frame  building 
erected  by  him  at  Clear  Creek. 

Early  Mail  and  Transportation 
Facilities. 

The  first  post  office  was  established 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  in  the 

house  of  Benjamin  Follet,  on  the  old 

Chautauqua  Road,  about  1816  or  '17. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  Follet 
was  the  first  Postmaster  and  that  he 

served  in  that  capacity  until  about  1822 

or  '23,  when  he  sold  his  purchase  from 
the  Holland  Land  Company  to  Lucre- 

tia French,  a  widow,  who  is  said  to 
have  come  here  from  Canada  about 
that  time  and  who  succeeded  to  the 

office  of  Postmaster,  which  she  held 

until  1829,  when  the  office  was  moved 
to  the  Bates  Settlement  and  Vinal  Bates 

was  appointed  in  her  place.  The  Follet 
house  was  about  the  third  or  fourth 

log  house  built  in  town  and  Mrs. 
French,  like  her  predecessor,  used  it 

for   hotel   purposes,   and   for  several 
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years  it  was  the  place  for  the  holding 

of  all  the  public  gatherings  of  the  town. 
The  mail  route  was  from  Ellicottville 

to  Mayville  via  Little  V alley  and  Samp- 
son Crooker  and  Robert  Guy  were  the 

first  mail  carriers  ;  the  former  was  the 

father  of  the  late  Hon.  George  A.  S. 

Crooker  of  Conewango.  It  is  said  they 

carried  it  through  on  foot  suspended 

from  a  pole  resting  on  their  shoulders. 
Later  Samuel  McConnell  carried  the 

mail  through  on  horseback,  once  a  week 

each  way.  Deacon  Otis  Paige  was  also 

one  of  the  early  mail  carriers.  The  post 
office  remained  at  the  Bates  Settlement 

until  1832,  when  it  was  removed  to  the 

village  and  William  T.  Norris  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster.  The  mail  rouve 

was  changed  and  extended  from  Silver 

Creek  to  Ellington,  taking  in  intermed- 
iate points,  and  for  many  years  a  stage, 

carrying  mail  and  passengers,  run  back 
and  forth  on  each  alternate  day.  After 
the  building  of  the  Atlantic  and  Great 
Western  Railroad  the  route  was 

changed,  running  from  Ellington  10 

Kennedy,  and  after  the  completion  of 
the  Buffalo  and  Southwestern  Railroad 

from  Ellington  to  Conewango  Valley. 

The  earliest  transportation  facilities 
was  on  the  backs  of  the  settlers,  and 

in  that  way  flour  and  family  supplies 

had  to  be  brought  through  from  Fre- 
donia,  where  was  then  located  the  near- 

est mill  and  market.  The  process  was 
tedious  and  attended  with  hardships, 
but  the  early  settlers  readily  adapted 

themselves  to  existing-  conditions. 
Later  as  the  roads  were  cut  through 
and  made  passable,  the  oxen  and  the 
cart  made  the  labor  more  tolerable ; 
and  until  the  advent  of  the  railroad  all 

goods,  merchandise  and  family  supplies 
for  this  locality  had  to  be  hauled  from 

Fredonia,  Barcelona,  Dunkirk  or  Sil- 
ver Creek.  The  only  articles  of  ex- 

change for  family  necessities,  which  the 

early  settler  could  transport  on  his  out- 

going trip,  was  black  salts,  pearl  ash, 

or  pine  shingles — nature's  product — the 
making  of  which  prepared  the  way  for 
the  open  fields  in  the  heart  of  the  lorest. 

Early  Incidents. 

It  is  related  of  James  Bates,  Jr.,  son 

of  the  pioneer,  James  Bates,  who  set- 
tled on  lot  forty-eight,  then  a  young 

man,  while  returning  home  from  Wy- 

man  Bugbee's  through  the  woods  in 
company  with  his  little  brother  he  met, 
what  he  supposed  to  be,  a  large  dog. 
He  called  to  it  but  without  effect.  He 

then  tried  to  frighten  it  away,  but  this 
he  failed  to  do,  and  as  it  manifested  no 

disposition  to  turn  out  for  him  he  pro- 
cured a  stout  club  and  cautiously  ap- 

proaching the  animal  dealt  it  a  severe 
blow  on  the  head,  and  with  a  sec- 

ond blow  apparently  broke  its  back. 
Alarmed  at  the  supposition  that  he  had 

killed  a  neighbor's  dog  he  recpiested  his 
brother  not  to  mention  the  circum- 

stance, but  he  himself  related  it  to  Mr. 

Bugbee,  who  passed  his  father's  house 
that  night,  and  who  from  the  descrip- 

tion given  of  the  animal  readily  recog- 
nized it  to  be  a  wolf.  The  lad  Bates,  in 

company  with  his  father  and  Mr.  Bug- 
bee  returned  to  the  scene  of  the  en- 

counter and  the  suspicion  of  the  nature 
of  the  animal  was  verified.  The  wolf 

was  still  alive,  but  was  soon  dispatched 
and  skinned  and  the  bounty,  which  was 

forty  dollars,  was  in  due  time  obtained 

by  the  young  man. 

Apropos  to  the  foregoing  is  another 
little  historical  incident  in  which  Mr. 

Bugbee  took  cjuite  a  prominent  part, 

hut  with  more  serious  results  than  hap- 

pened to  young  Bates.  Mr.  Bugbee's 
home  was  a  log  house  situate  on  the 
east  bank  of  one  of  the  south  branches 

of  Clear  'Creek  that  runs  through  the 
northwest  corner  of  lot  twenty-nine  and 
empties   into  the  latter  stream  about 
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forty  rods  to  the  north  of  his  dwelling. 
The  streams  in  those  days  were  full  of 

beautiful  speckled  trout,  as  were  the 
forests  of  wild  game,  and  bv  means  of 
the  gun  and  the  rod  the  early  settler 
never  lacked  for  fish,  fowl  or  venison. 

About  one-fourth  of  a  mile  west  of 

Bugbee's  lived  Simon  Lawrence  with 
his  three  boys,  Alva,  Simon,  Jr.,  and 

John,  who  were  a  family  of  hunters. 

Bugbee  while  hunting  one  day,  in 
company  with  two  of  his  neighbors, 

his  dog  started  a  bear  about  one-half 

mile  north  of  Lawrence's  across  Clear 
Creek,  at  which  he  fired  his  last  shot. 

The  bear,  though  hit,  was  not  disabled, 
and  after  running  a  few  rods  climbed  a 
tree.  Bugbee  called  to  his  companions 
who  came  to  his  assistance.  Alva  Law- 

rence shot  the  bear  in  the  head  but  did 

not  kill  it  and  it  began  to  descend.  The 

party  (which  now  consisted,  besides  the 

two  already  mentioned,  of  Simon  Law- 

rence, Z.  Davenport,  George  McCon- 
nell  and  Joseph  Bates,  the  two  former 

being  armed  with  axes  which  they  had 

been  grinding)  surrounded  the  tree  and 

with  axes  and  clubs  awaited  the  bear's 
descent.  When  about  ten  feet  from 

the  ground  it  dropped  and  McConnell 
dealt  it  several  blows  with  his  club,  but 

without  apparent  effect.  The  bear  start- 

ed to  run  and  Bugbee's  dog  followed  in 
close  pursuit.  Beino-  greatly  annoyed 
by  the  dog  the  bear  turned  upon  it  and 
gave  it  a  terrible  hug.  The  cries  of  the 

dog  brought  Bugbee  to  its  assistance. 
He  got  behind  the  bear  and  tried  to 
force  it  to  loosen  its  hold  on  the  dog, 
but  the  animal  sprang  back  and  Bugbee 
fell  to  the  ground.  The  bear  seized 

Bugbee  by  the  leg  when  a  terrible  strug- 
gle ensued,  during  which  time  the  bear 

bit  Bugbee  several  times.  The  position 
of  the  combatants  so  frequently  changed 

that  Bugbee's  companions  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  afford  him  any  substantial  as- 

sistance   without    imperiling    his  life. 

Finally  a  blow  from  the  axe  of  Simon 
Lawrence  caused  the  bear  to  loose  its 

hold  on  Bugbee's  leg,  and  turning  upon 
Lawrence  with  a  blow  from  his  paw 
sent  the  axe  flying  from  his  hands, 

whereupon  Lawrence,  seizing  Daven- 

port's axe,  renewed  the  battle  and  final- 
ly buried  the  blade  of  the  weapon  in 

bruin's  head,  thus  putting  an  end  to 
the  combat.  Bugbee  was  so  exhausted 
and  faint  that  his  companions  were 

obliged  to  carry  him  home  and  his  in- 
juries confined  him  to  his  house  for 

about  six  months. 

Ebenezer  Green,  Jr.,  who  for  many 

EBENJEZER  GKKEN.Jr. 

years  was  called  Captain  Green,  from 

the  fact  that  he  held  during  the  "Gen- 

eral Training"  period,  a  Captain's  com- 
mission in  the  Two  Hundred  Eigh- 

teenth Regiment  of  State  Militia,  as  is 
elsewhere  noted,  was  the  first  settler 

within  the  present  bounds  of  the  vil- 
lage. In  the  winter  of  1819  he  made 

maple  sugar  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent village  park.  In  the  following 

year  the  first  public  religious  service 
ever  held  in  the  valley  was  conducted 

by  Rev.  A.  Williams,  a  Methodist  min- 
ister, at  his  house. 

It  is  related  of  Mr.  Green,  that  one 
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evening  while  searching  in  the  woods 
for  some  lost  stock,  he  was  chased  to 

his  home  by  a  pack  of  wolves. 

The  journeys  of  the  early  settlers 
with  their  families  from  the  eastern 

states  to  the  tree-covered  hills  of  Chau- 

tauqua, presented  to  a  certain  extent 
a  sameness.  There  was  the  customary 

ox  team  and  cart  with  its  varying  load, 

according  to  the  size  of  the  family  and 
the  amount  of  household  goods ;  but 
sometimes  a  new  feature  was  introduced 

to  meet  the  fancied  needs  of  the  pros- 
pective home  in  the  forest.  This  was 

the  case  with  Rolli  Rublee,  who  jour- 

neyed through  from  Pittsfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1822.  Beside  the  wife 

and  children  and  the  household  arti- 

cles usually  brought,  he  utelized  his 

four  legged  table  by  nailing  slats 

around  it  and  fastening  to  the  leg's 
a  temporary  bottom,  in  which  he 

placed  a  pig.  To  complete  the  outfit 
he  tied  his  only  cow  to  the  hind  end  of 

the  cart,  the  milk  from  which  was  shar- 
ed by  the  family  with  the  pig,  on  the 

journey. 

Julius  Dewey,  who  came  from  Mas- 
sachusettes  in  1824  and  settled  on  the 

west  side  of  lot  thirty-eight,  which  he 
articled  from  the  Holland  Land  Com- 

pany, was  a  man  who  was  proverbially 

prompt  to  pay  his  financial  obligations  ; 
indeed  the  writer  can  remember  when 

a  boy  of  hearing  him  often  remark  that 

'twas  "always  convenient  to  have  a  lit- 

tle grease  money"  supposing,  of  course, 
that  he  meant  that  to  have  money  to 

promptly  pay  one's  debts  made  busi- 
ness matters  run  smooth.  But  in  the 

early  days  there  came  a  time  when  the 

modest  income  from  his  pioneer  farm 
failed  to  equal  the  amount  due  at  the 

Land  Office  on  his  purchase.  With  a 
spirit  commendable  for  its  earnestness 
he  determined  there  should  be  no  de- 

fault, and  accordingly  one  morning  he 
gathered,  up  into  a  modest  bundle  a  few 

articles  of  personal  necessities  and 

started  on  foot  for  his  old  home  among 
the  Berkshire  Mountains  to  raise  the 

necessary  funds.  He  accomplished  the 
journey  and  in  due  time  returned  on 
foot  in  time  to  make  the  payment  when 
it  fell  due  at  the  Land  Office. 

The  first  white  male  child  born  in 

town  was  Simon  Lawrence,  Jr.,  in  1817. 
The  first  white  female  child  was  born 

to  Benjamin  Follet  and  wife  about  a 

year  earlier.  The  first  marriage  was 
celebrated  between  Rufus  Hitchcock! 

and  Ranah  Hadley  in  1817,  and  about 
six  weeks  after  the  event  Mr.  Hitch- 

cock met  his  death  by  falling  from  a 
building  which  he  was  erecting  in  the 

neighboring  town  of  Cherry  Creek. 
It  is  claimed  the  first  public  religious 

services  ever  held  in  town  was  at  the 

house  of  Abner  Bates  in  1817,  conduct- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Hadley  ;  others 

claim,  however,  that  the  first  sermon 

was  preached  by  Rev.  John  Spencer,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman. 

James  Thacher,  who  by  the  way  was 
the  first  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of 

Ellington,  settled  on  lot  sixty-four  De- 
cember 9,  1820.  It  was  the  practice  in 

those  days  to  turn  the  cattle  out  to 

browse  and,  indeed,  it  was  their  only 
means  of  subsistence,  with  no  cleared 

fields  and  little  native  grass.  On  one 
occasion  Mr.  Thacher  missed  one  of 

his  cows,  which  remained  absent  for  a 

period  of  twenty-seven  days,  when  he 
happened  to  be  straying  through  a 

neighboring  slashing  and  found  the  ani- 
mal with  its  head  so  caught  between 

a  couple  of  trees  that  it  was  unable  to 
extricate  itself.  It  was  alive  when 

found,  having  all  that  time  been  without 
food  or  water;  but  it  was  still  able  to 

be  driven  home,  and  by  careful  treat- 
ment its  life  was  saved. 

Pk  k-Histokic. 

There  originally  existed  in  this  town, 
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as  evidence  of  a  pre-historic  race,  four 
circular  mounds.  One  on  lot  forty- 
seven  on  what  is  known  as  the  Boyd 

farm  ;  one  in  Clear  Creek  Valley  on  lot 

twenty-nine,  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Clarence  Baldwin ;  one  on  lot  four 
on  the  old  Doctor  Ware  farm,  south 

of  Clear  Creek,  and  one  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill  north  of  the  village ;  which 

has  always  been  known  as  "The  Old 
Indian  Fort." 
There  has  been  from  time  to  time 

many  relics  of  much  interest  and  his- 
toric value  taken  from  these  mounds, 

particularly  from  the  one  last  named; 
beside  the  latter  has  for  many  years 

been  the  meeting  place  for  pleasure 

parties  and  curiosity  seekers,  and  is 
still  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation. 

"The  Flood." 

On  the  8th  day  of  September,  1865, 
the  Village  of  Ellington,  and,  indeed, 

the  whole  town,-  suffered  from  an  un- 
precedented flood,  destroying  most  of 

the  bridges  throughout  the  town,  and 

in  the  village  several  buildings.  "Twen- 
ty-Eight Creek,"  which  runs  through 

the  southern  part  of  the  village,  and 
which  in  ordinary  times  is  a  small  rivu- 

let suddenly  became  a  raging  torrent, 

spreading  out  through  Main  Street  cov- 
ering almost  the  entire  village.  The 

valley  was  transformed  into  a  river, 

bearing  upon  its  waters  huge  logs, 
trees  and  floating  wreckage.  All  the 

buildings  on  the  south  side  of  the  park, 
including  dwellings,  stores,  the  hotel 

and  Baptist  Church,  were  either  under- 
mined, destroyed,  wrecked  or  washed 

away. 

The  dwelling  of  Abel  Mattocks,  on 
the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  wherein 

were  his  wife  and  family,  was  carried 

away  and  wrecked  and  four  of  the  chil- 
dren drowned.  The  mother  was  car- 

ried a  distance  of  several  rods  under 

water  and  lodged  on  a  pile  of  drift- 
wood and  rescued  by  the  citizens.  The 

body  of  one  of  the  children,  a  four-year 
old  boy,  was  never  found.  Jeremiah 
Torrey,  an  old  resident  of  the  village, 

was  carried  by  the  water  into  the  park 

where  he  caught  on  a  tree,  but  the  float- 
ing wreckage  swept  him  away  and  he 

was  rescued  by  the  people  on  the  east 

side  of  the  park.  The  "Walden  Block," 
which  occupied  the  same  place  of  the 
Frisbee  and  DeVoe  Block,  and  in  which 

were  stores  and  shops  and  living  rooms 

above,  was  completely  destroyed,  and 

but  for  the  large  quantity  of  flood-wood 
and  hay  that  had  lodged  near  it,  upon 
which  the  occupants  took  refuge,  many 
more  lives  would  have  been  lost.  The 

hotel,  then  kept  by  W.  V.  Welch,  in 
which  were  many  citizens  and  guests, 

became  undermined  and  partly  des- 
troyed, the  occupants  taking  refuge  in 

the  upper  story  ;  expecting  momentarily 
to  be  precipitated  into  the  raging  flood. 
Many  of  the  imprisoned  inhabitants 
within  the  doomed  buildings  became 

panic-stricken  and  performed  many 
foolish  and  amusing  acts  in  the  face  of 

the  impending  danger.  It  was  indeed 
an  event  long  to  be  remembered  by 
some,  and  has  ever  since  come  to  be 

spoken  of  as  "The  Flood,"  and  it  was 
many  years  before  the  evidences  of  the 
destruction  wrought  entirely  disappear- 

ed. It  was  generally  supposed  that  the 

occasion  of  it  was  a  partial  cloud-burst 
in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  which 

caused  the  breaking  of  some  dams  west 

of  the  village,  and  the  choking-  up  of  the 
narrow  channel  of  the  stream,  thereby 

flooding  the  valley  with  the  great  down- 
pour of  rain  from  the  hills. 

The  first  town  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion of  town  officers,  after  Ellington 

and  Cherry  Creek  had  been  set  off  from 
the  Town  of  Gerry,  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Lucretia  French,  where  the 

first  postoffice  had  been  established,  on 
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lowing ticket  was  elected  :  Supervisor, 

James  Thacher ;  Town  Clerk,  Cornelius 
H.  Nicholson  ;  Assessors,  Robert  James 

Jr.,  John  Leach  and  Charles  Thacher; 

Collector,  Alamanson  Hadley ;  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  Reuben  Penhollow 

and  Ward  King;  Highway  Commis- 
sioners, Robert  James,  Ira  Gates  and 

Henry  McConnel ;  Constables,  Alaman- 
son Hadley,  P>enjamin  Livermore  and 

George  H.  Frost ;  Commissioners  of 
Common  Schools,  David  C.  Spear,  C. 

H.  Nicholson  and  Parley  Eaton  ;  School 

Inspectors,  C.  H.  Nicholson,  David 
C.  Spear  and  Parley  Eaton ;  Sealer  of 

Weights  and  Measures,  John  P.  Had- 

ley ;  Pound  Keepers,  Benjamin  Ells- 
worth, Montgomery  Evans  and  Nathan 

Brown ;  Fence  Viewers,  Daniel  C. 

Green,  Nathan  Brown  and  Reuben  Pen- 
hollow. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Super- 
visors of  the  town  who  have  been  elect- 

ed and  served  from  1825  to  the  present 

time:  James  Thacher,  1825;  Cornelius 

H.  Nicholson,  1826-27;  James  Carr, 
1828-29;  Gideon  Evans,  1830;  John 

Woodward,  Jr.,  1831-34-38-40;  Benja- 
min Barnard,  1835-36-37;  George  J. 

Phipany,  1841-42-43-47;  Jarvis  B.  Rice, 

1844-45-46;  John  F.  Farman,  1848-49- 
5°"5I"52_53"58-59-6o ;  Mason  D.  Hatch, 

1855;  Charles  B.  Green,  1856-57-61; 

John  Farnham,  1862-63  '<  Samuel  Grif- 
fith, 1864-65-72-73 ;  George  Waith, 

1866-67;  Philip  M.  Smith,  1868-69; 

Carey  Briggs,  1870-71  ;  Theodore  A. 
Case,  1874-75-84-86-87-88-95-96-97-98- 
99-1900-01-02-03-04-05;  Olvin  Putnam, 

1876-77-78-79-80-81  ;  Austin  H.  Staf- 
ford, 1882-83;  Ernest  F.  Rowley,  1889- 

90;  Sardius  Frisbee,  1891-92-93-94. 
John  Woodward,  Jr.,  was  elected 

Member  of  Assembly  from  the  Second 

Assembly  District  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty in  the  year  1835;  David  H.  Tread- 
way,  in  1848;  Dr.  Jeremiah  Ellsworth, 

in  1852-53;  *Charles  B.  Green  in  1858, 
and  Theodore  A.  Case  in  1876-77.  An- 

drew P.  White  was  elected  School  Com- 
missioner in  i860,  Byron  Ellsworth, 

County  Treasurer  in  1863,  and  Austin 
H.  Stafford,  County  Clerk  in  1885. 

In  the  line  of  the  medical  profession, 
Dr.  Sands  M.  Crumb  is  said  to  have 

been  the  first  practitioner  through  this 

section,  living  near  Clear  Creek,  Cat- 
taraugus County.  The  first  resident 

physician  was  Dr.  William  Ware,  who 

moved  into  a  log  house  between  Elling- 
ton and  Clear  Creek,  on  lot  five,  on  the 

1 8th  day  of  June,  1829,  coming  from 

Hartford  County,  Connecticut.  He  prac- 
ticed his  profession  here  until  his  death. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Potwin  settled  in  town 

in  1832  on  lot  thirty-seven,  west  of  the 
village  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 

his  grandson,  G.  R.  Potwin.  He  died 
about  1853.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Ellsworth 
settled  in  town  in  1846,  coming  from 

Silver  Creek.  In  1854  he  sold  out  to 
Dr.  W.  B.  Schemerhorn  and  moved  to 

Gerry.  Dr.  Schemerhorn  practiced  a 

few  years  in  town  and  moved  to  Ken- 
nedy. Doctors  Elijah  DeVoe  and  his 

brother,  Daniel  DeVoe,  were  also  resi- 
dent physicians  at  this  place  for  many 

years.  Both  are  now  dead.  Dr.  New- 
ton F.  Marsh  was  a  life-long  practi- 

tioner at  this  place,  coming  here  a 

young  man  he  enjoyed  a  large  and  lu- 
crative practice  until  his  death,  which 

occurred  in  1900.  Dr.  James  Brooks, 

who  is  at  present  the  oldest  resident 

physician,  has  been  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  this  place  since 

1 85 1.  He  graduated  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  W  estern  Reserve 
University  and  commenced  practice  in 
the  Town  of  Conewango  in  1846  and 

in  1848  was  in  partnership  with  Dr.  (). 
L.  B.  Main,  then  a  prominent  physician 

of  this  locality.  Few  men  of  his  pro- 
fession have  enjoyed  so  many  years  of 

active  practice  as  Dr.  Brooks. 

For  portrait  see  Volume  I,  page  495. 
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Ellington  Village— Its  Early  His- 
tory and  Industries. 

The  Village  of  Ellington  is  situate  in 

the  Clear  Creek  Valley  upon  parts  of 

lots  numbers  twenty,  twenty-one,  twen- 
ty-eight and  twenty-nine,  and  its  main 

street  runs  east  and  west  on  the  divid- 

ing line  between  lots  twenty  and  twenty- 

one,  twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine.  The 
purchasers  of  the  land  from  the  Hol- 

land Land  Company  on  lot  twenty-nine, 
where  the  village  was  built,  with  the 

date  of  each  purchase,  as  disclosed  by 
the  records,  are  as  follows :  On  July 

15,  1829,  James  Briggs  took  title  to 

sixty-seven  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the 

lot.  In  July,  1833,  Benjamin  Vaill  pur- 
chased sixty-seven  acres  next  west  of 

and  adjoining  that  of  Brigg-s.  On 
March  24,  1834,  Vaill  also  purchased 

seventy-five  acres  west  of  and  adjoin- 
ing his  other  purchase.  On  July  15, 

1816,  Frederick  Love  purchased  fifty 

acres  west  of  Vaill's  seventy-five  acres, 
and  on  May  15,  181 5,  Wyman  Bugbee 

purchased  the  tract  lying  west  of  Love's 
and  comprising  the  balance  of  the  lot. 

On  the  west  side  of  lot  twenty  Eben- 

ezer  Green,  Jr.,  had  settled  and  built  a 

log  house  as  early  as  1819,  where  Al- 
bert Clapp  now  lives.  About  three 

years  later  his  father,  Ebenezer  Green, 
arrived  from  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts, 

from  which  place  his  son  had  preceded 

him,  and  purchased  the  son's  interest, 
the  latter  moving  over  on  lot  twenty- 
one  where  he  bought  land  and  built  a 
log  house  on  the  site  of  the  dwelling 
lately  owned  by  William  L.  Rhoades, 
where  he  resided  for  many  years.  The 
house  first  constructed  by  Mr.  Green 

was  the  first  one  built  within  the  pres- 
ent bounds  of  the  village. 

Jeremiah  Baldwin,  from  Bethany, 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  in  the 

year  1824,  articled  ninety-nine  acres 
lying  on  the  east  side  of  lot  twenty- 

eight,  taking  deed  of  same  November 

14,  1836.  On  May  3,  1828,  Horace 
Wells  purchased  sixty  acres  lying  next 

west  of  Baldwin's.  On  November  27, 
1835,  Silas  Wheeler  purchased  eighty 

acres  lying  next  west  of  Wells',  and  on 
May  29,  1835,  Wheeler  also  purchased 
one  hundred  sixteen  and  one-half  acres 

lying  west  of  his  eighty,  which  included 
the  balance  of  the  lot.  The  two  latter 

purchases  by  Mr.  Wheeler  embraced 
tracts  articled  by  Jacob  Vader  and 

George  Altenburg",  respectively,  of  the 
Holland  Land  Company  several  years 

prior  to  Wheeler's  deed.    Vader  and 

JEREMIAH  BALDWIN. 

Altenburg,  who  were  brothers-in-law, 
came  from  Onondaga  County,  New 

York,  quite  earl)',  cleared  up  these 
tracts,  set  out  fruit  trees  and  built  them- 

selves log  houses ;  but  finally  disposed 
of  their  interests  to  Mr.  Wheeler  and 

settled  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  In 
most  instances  the  date  of  actual  settle- 

ment ante-dates  the  deed  by  several 

years.  Mr.  Vaill  (whose  name  has  here- 
tofore been  erroneously  spelled  Vail) 

was  accredited  to  Genesee  County,  but 

his  home  appears  to  have  been  in  New 
York  City  and  he  is  said  to  have  been 
a  man  of  considerable  wealth ;  at  all 
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events,  to  him  is  largely  clue  the  success 

attending-  the  early  settlement  of  the 
village. 

The  first  log  house  on  lot  twenty- 
nine  was  built  by  Wyman  Bugbee  near 
the  west  line  of  the  lot  as  early  as  1814. 

In  181 5  Frederick  Love  built  himself  a 
log  house  on  his  fifty  acre  purchase, 

just  east  of  Bugbee's,  on  land  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Clarence  Baldwin.  These 

houses  were  built  before  any  highway 
was  laid  out  in  the  valley.  On  June 
22,  1816,  Simeon  Clinton  surveyed  the 

road  commencing  at  Love's  house  and 
running  westerly  up  the  valley  to  the 

SILAS  WHEELEK. 

Angelica,  or  old  Chautauqua  Road, 
near  the  dwelling  of  Samuel  McConnell, 

and  on  June  30,  1819,  he  surveyed  a 

continuation  of  the  road  from  Love's 
house  eastward  down  the  valley  until  it 
intersected  the  road  leading  west  to 

Gerry,  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the 

village  park.  The  Gerry  Road — which 
was  called  the  center  road  by  reason  of 

its  running  east  and  west  through  the 
center  of  the  town — had  its  eastern 

terminus  at  this  point.  Mr.  Clinton, 
however,  on  the  latter  date,  continued 

the  survey  of  the  road  east  along  the 
line  of  lots  to  the  Day  schoolhouse  and 

from  thence  northeasterly  to  the  coun- 
ty line,  the  present  site  of  the  village 

of  Clear  Creek.  Prior  to  the  opening  of 
these  roads  the  few  inhabitants  of  the 

valley  were  content  with  foot-paths 
through  the  woods,  with  a  log  spanning 
Clear  Creek  below  the  village  for  the 

use  of  pedestrians.  The  road  running 
from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  park 

toward  Kennedy  was  laid  out  on  the 

west  line  of  Baldwin's  nurchase,  by  C. 
H.  Nicholson,  surveyor,  June  19,  1827. 

In  1824  Mr.  Baldwin  built  a  double 

log  house  on  his  purchase,  which  stood 
on  a  portion  of  the  lot  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  Joel  Slater.  In  this  house  Mr. 

Baldwin  kept  the  first  hotel  in  the  vil- 

lage. Soon  after  he  built  a  frame  ad- 
dition on  the  west  end  wherein  George 

Walbridge,  from  Buffalo,  kept  a  hard- 
ware store  for  four  or  five  years,  the 

first  in  the  village.  Subsequently  the 

frame  portion  was  purchased  by  Lewis 

Leet,  who  moved  it  upon  the  Larabee 
lot,  which  Mr.  Leet  had  purchased  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  where  he  was  then 

conducting  a  tannery  and  shoe-shop,  lo- 
cating his  vats  across  the  street  on 

Spring  Brook.  The  first  frame  dwel- 
ling was  built  by  Stephen  Aldrich  west 

of  the  Baldwin  hotel ;  it  was  subsequent- 
ly moved  across  the  street  and  is  now 

owned  and  occupied  by  Nelson  McKee. 

Opposite  from  Baldwin's  log  hotel, 
on  lot  twentv-nine,  Elisha  and  Levi 
Beardsley,  two  brothers  from  Genesee 

County,  who  were  representatives  and 
agents  of  Mr.  Vaill,  purchased  of  James 

Briggs,  July  28,  1830,  two  and  three- 
fourths  acres  of  land  upon  which  they 

erected  a  frame  building  and  opened 

up  a  general  store.  To  the  east  of  the 
store  they  each  built  a  frame  dwelling 
the  first  of  the  kind,  with  the  exception 
of  the  one  above  noted,  erected  in  the 

village ;  both  of  these  houses  are  still 
standing  and  owned  and  occupied  by 

Whitcomb  and  Wesley  Mather.  Hack 
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of  the  store  on  the  Whitcomb  Mather 

lot  they  built  an  ashery  the  following 
year.  Briggs  built  a  log  house  on  the 
west  side  of  his  purchase,  but  on  the 

28th  day  of  October,  1833,  he  sold  his  re- 

maining sixty-four  and  one-fourth  acres 
to  Silas  Wheeler,  whereon  Mr.  Wheeler 

built  the  large  dwelling  now  owned  by 
T.  W.  Sprague.  Mr.  Wheeler  came 

from  New  Ipswich,  New  Hampshire, 
about  1830,  following  his  brother  Moses 

Wheeler,  who  settled  on  lot  forty-three 
in  1823.  Silas  was  then  a  young  man 

of  some  means  and  possessed  fine  busi- 
ness attainments,  was  a  good  surveyor 

and  a  valuable  man  in  the  community. 
He  invested  largely  in  real  estate 
throughout  the  town,  built  several 

dwellings  and  was  otherwise  actively 

engaged  in  business  for  many  years. 
In  1833  the  Beardsleys  built  for  Mr. 

Vaill  the  first  gristmill  in  the  village. 

It  was  located  on  the  latter's  sixty-sev- 
en acre  purchase,  and  on  the  site  of  the 

present  flouring  mill  of  M.  H.  Terry. 
With  the  starting  of  these  industries 
by  Vaill  a  neucleus  was  formed  for  a 

little  settlement  and  by  his  direction, 
that  year  Elisha  Beardsley,  who  withal 
was  an  elder  in  the  Christian  Church, 

a  merchant  and  practical  surveyor,  sur- 
veyed and  plotted  out  into  lots,  all  that 

part  of  lot  twenty-nine  which  Mr.  Vaill 
then  owned,  whereon  the  village  now 

stands,  reserving  therefrom,  for  a  pub- 
lic park,  a  lot  four  chains  and  seventy- 

five  links  by  four  chains  and  forty  links. 

The  village  plot  was  enlarged  by  the 

addition  of  his  seventy-five  acre  pur- 
chase the  following  year.  Among  the 

lots  which  appear  to  have  been  sold 

for  building  purposes,  was  lot  five  deed- 
ed to  Silas  Wheeler,  just  west  of  which 

was  lot  eight,  sold  to  John  Herrick. 
The  old  Christian  Church  lot  number 

six  was  eighty-three  links  wide  and  ex- 
tended across  the  east  side  of  the  park. 

Lot  one  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 

park  had  been  sold  to  William  T.  Nor- 
ris,  upon  which  he  built  the  old  store 
and  dwelling  attached,  owned  by  the 
late  Daniel  Eigenbroadt.  Next  east  was 

lot  two,  east  of  lot  two  was  lot  three, 

purchased  by  Albert  Terhune.  The 
Beardsley  Brothers  purchased  lot  four 
and  the  following  year  erected  thereon 

the  building  now  known  as  the  "Grange 
Hall."  On  the  west  side  of  the  park 
was  lot  seventeen,  purchased  by  Merritt 
&  Terhune.  Just  north  of  this  was 

lot  eighteen,  deeded  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  Society.  Daniel  Eigen- 

broadt had  purchased  lot  nineteen 

across  the  street,  where  he  had  the  year 
before  erected  his  house,  and  Alvah 

Bates  had  purchased  the  lot  directly 
west  of  the  church  lot.  Lot  thirty, 

later  owned  by  H.  N.  Jacobs,  had  been 

purchased  by  Samuel  Babcock,  and 
Enoch  Jenkins  had  contracted  for  lot 

thirty-one  lying  directly  across  the 
street. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  first  sales 

made  by  Vaill.  Several  lots  had  been 

laid  out  on  the  prospective  street  lead- 
ing to  VailPs  mill,  but  no  sales  appear 

to  have  been  made,  as  that  street  was 

not  formally  opened  until  April  21,  1834. 

Many  of  Mr.  V aill's  sales  were  made 
on  contract  and  in  but  few  instances 

were  deeds  executed  at  time  of  pur- 
chase, as  but  few  settlers  were  able  to 

pay  the  money  down  for  their  lots. 
The  Beardsleys  themselves,  a  year  or 

so  later  purchased  by  contract  of  Mr. 

Vaill  many  of  his  unsold  lots,  but  unfor- 
tunately for  them  they  became  thereby 

financially  embarrassed  and  Ira  Day,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  who  in 
1828  settled  on  lot  thirteen  and  who  had 

become  personally  liable  on  many  of 
their  obligations,  was  obliged,  in  order 

to  secure  himself,  to  take  by  assign- 
ment all  the  Vaill  and  Beardsley  con- 

tracts. In  1835  Mr.  Vaill  died  and  in  the 
course  of  the  settlement  of  his  estate 
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Mr.  Day  found  it  also  necessary  in  or- 
der to  protect  his  interests  and  carry 

out  existing  contracts,  to  purchase  the 

balance  of  Mr.  Vaill's  real  estate  in  the 
town.  In  so  doing  he  incurred  an  in- 

debtedness of  twenty-two  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  in  those  days  was  looked 

upon  as1  a  debt  of  alarming  proportions, 
but  which  he  nevertheless  successfully 

liquidated  and  thereby  came  into  posses- 
sion of  a  large  part  of  the  real  estate 

whereon  the  village  is  now  located. 
No  lots  were  included  in  the  original 

village  plot  on  lot  twenty-eight.  Mr. 
Baldwin,  however,  who  owned  the  land 

from  the  Kennedy  Road  to  the  east  line 
of  that  lot,  sold  off  all  the  lots  fronting 
the  street  up  to  the  southeast  corner 

of  the  park,  and  in  1832  built  his  resi- 
dence on  the  Kennedy  Road,  the  same 

owned  by  the  late  Samuel  Griffith.  He 
sold  the  first  lot  off  the  east  side  of  his 

purchase  to  Reuben  Case,  where  Mat- 
thew Frank  now  resides.  The  lot  next 

west  where  Mrs.  Yaw  now  lives  was  sold 

to  Elder  Morse.  Samuel  Case  purchased 
the  original  lot  where  Mr.  Baldwin 

erected  his  log  tavern  and  built  the 

dwelling  now  owned  by  Samuel  G.  Bald- 
win. Mr.  Case  was  a  blacksmith  and 

for  a  time  had  a  shop  on  the  same  lot. 

Lewis  Leet  purchased  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Larabee  lot,  as  before 

noted,  and  Silas  Wheeler  bought  the 
balance  of  the  street  front  to  the  cor- 

ner. Mr.  Wheeler  sold  the  corner  to 

Matthew  Norris,  who  had  a  cabinet 

shop  on  the  Fox  place  on  the  west  side 
of  Mill  Street,  and  Mr.  Norris  moved 

his  shop  upon  the  corner  and  for  sev- 
eral years  continued  the  industry  at  that 

place.  Later  John  C.  Cody  bought  it 
and  converted  it  into  a  grocery  and 
jewelry  store.  The  present  owner, 

Charles  A.  Clapp,  has  for  many  vears 
occupied  it  for  a  dwelling. 

On  October  28,  1833,  ITarwood  Boy- 

den  bought  of  Horace  Wells  his  sixty 

acres  lying  west  of  the  Baldwin  tract, 
and  in  1835  Mr.  Boyden  also  purchased 

the  eighty  acre  tract  of  Silas  Wheeler 
lying  next  west  and  the  same  year  sold 
the  two  to  Allen  Bagg  and  Frazier  Luce 

who  that  year  moved  into  town  from 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  the  former 

moving  into  the  house  that  Boyden  had 
erected  on  the  Wells  tract,  across  the 

road  from  Baldwin's  dwelling.  In  1841 
Mr.  Bagg  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Luce  and  purchased  the  one  hundred 

sixteen  and  one-half  acres  owned  by 
Mr.  Wheeler  on  the  west  side  of  lot 

twenty-eight,  known  as  the  Altenburg 
tract.  All  the  lots,  therefore,  on  the 

south  side  of  the  park,  with  one  or  two 

exceptions,  were  sold  off  by  Mr.  Luce 
after  he  acquired  full  title  to  the  land, 
and  all  the  lots  on  the  south  side  of 

West  Main  Street  from  W.  Aldrich's 
blacksmith  shop  west  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  were  sold  by  Mr.  Bagg. 

In  1833  Sewell  Merritt  and  Lewis 
Terhune  built  a  hotel  on  the  lot  which 

they  purchased  of  Vaill  on  the  west  side 
of  the  park.  That  year  Mr.  Baldwin 

had  closed  up  and  sold  his  log  tavern 
and  Merritt  &  Terhune  succeeded  to 

the  hotel  business  ;  save  perhaps  for  a 

year  or  two  Lyman  Little  kept  a  public 

house  in  the  dwelling  erected  by  Steph- 
en Brown,  where  Adelbert  Andrus  now 

lives.  About  1837  Merritt  &  Terhune 
sold  out  to  David  Torrey,  who  added 

considerably  to  the  size  and  capacity 
of  the  building.  In  addition  to  the  lot 

Mr.  Torrey  owned  several  acres  of  land 

lying  directly  west  of  his  hotel  which  he 

sold  for  church,  school  and  private  pur- 
poses, at  different  times.  In  1839  Mr. 

Torrey  traded  his  hotel  property  to 
Jarvis  B.  Rice,  for  a  farm  west  of  the 

village.  Rice  kept  the  hotel  until  1842 
when  he  sold  it  back  to  Mr.  Torrey 

who,  in  connection  witli  his  son  fere- 

miah,  continued  the  business  until  1853. 

when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Joel 



552 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Gates.  Gates  continued  the  business 

until  1856,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to 
Mrs.  Ruth  Walkup,  a  widow,  who 

by  the  help  of  her  son  conducted  the 
hotel  until  i860,  when  it  was  purchased 

by  A.  M.  P.  Maynard.  In  January, 
1861,  while  owned  by  Mr.  Maynard,  it 
caught  fire  and  was  destroyed  and  was 

JOHN  M.  FARNHAM. 

never  rebuilt.  The  dwelling  of  Lafay- 
ette Eigenbroadt  now  stands  on  the 

site  of  the  old  hotel. 

On  the  15th  day  of  January,  1850, 
David  Torrey  sold  the  southeast  corner 
of  his  hotel  lot  to  Jeremiah  Baldwin, 
who  erected  thereon  a  building,  and  in 

company  with  his  son-indaw,  John  M. 
Farnham,  opened  up  a  hardware  store. 

The  co-partnership  of  Farnham  & 
Baldwin  continued  until  i860,  when 

Farnham  purchased  Mr.  Baldwin's  in- 
terest and  remained  in  trade  until  1865, 

when  he  sold  out  to  F.  E.  and  T.  A. 

Case.  The  firm  subsequently  became 
F.  E.  &  J.  H.  Case  ;  F.  E.  Case  sold  out 
to  E.  E.  DeVoe,  and  the  firm  became 
Case  &  DeVoe,  until  Case  sold  out  to 

Hiram  Terry,  who  in  company  with 

DeVoe,  engaged  in  trade  until  the 
building  and  contents  were  burned  in 

December,  1875.    Adjoining  this  build- 

ing to  the  north,  on  the  Torrey  lot,  was 

a  store,  erected  by  Henry  Wait  soon 
after  Baldwin  built  his  hardware  store. 

Wait  started  in  the  book  business,  but 

after  a  year  or  two  sold  out  to  Alvah 

Bates, who  opened  up  a  dry  goods  store, 
Mr.  Bates  continued  in  trade  until  his 

death  when  the  property  passed  into  the 
hands  of  J.  F.  Farman&  Son. who  about 
1866  sold  the  building  and  stock  to 
Charles  A.  Clapp.  Mr.  Clapp  in  March, 

1869,  sold  (Hit  to  Sardius  Frisbee  and 
Darwin  J.  Maynard.  Mr.  Maynard 
soon  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Frisbee,  who  continued  in  trade  until 

1875,  when  the  property  was  burned 
with  the  adjoining  store. 

In  1876,  upon  the  site  of  these  two 
stores,  John  H.  Case  and  Mr.  Frisbee 

erected  the  present  three-story  block, 

the  former  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  the  south  half  and  the  latter  re- 

JOHN  F.  FARMAN. 

sumed  his  dry  goods  trade  in  the  north 
half,  where  he  engaged  in  business  until 

February  26,  1901,  the  date  of  his  death. 

Upon  Mr.  Case's  death  the  south  half 
was  purchased  by  George  G.  Gilbert, 

the  present  drug'gist  and  Postmaster. 
William  T.  Norris  started  in  the  groc- 

ery trade  in  the  building  erected  by 
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of  the  park.  He  was  the  first  Postmas- 

ter in  the  village,  succeeding'  Vinal 
Bates  in  1833,  when  the  office  was  re- 

moved from  the  Bates  neighborhood. 
Norris  sold  out  his  store  and  business 

to  Seth  Grover,  and  Grover  to  Henry 

McConnell.  In  1852  the  property  was 
purchased  by  Daniel  Eigenbroadt,  who 

for  many  years  dealt  in  groceries  and 
hardware  at  that  point  beside  working 

at  the  blacksmith  trade  in  his  shop  on 

the  adjoining  lot  west.  Mr.  Eigen- 
broadt came  from  the  Mohawk  Valley 

and  settled  in  the  village  in  1832  and  the 

following  year  built  his  residence  on 
village  lot  nineteen,  where  he  lived  until 

the  time  of  his  death,  July,  1899.  Upon 
the  site  of  the  old  store  now  stands  the 

new  brick  hardware  and  dwelling  of  his 

son,  D.  J.  Eigenbroadt.  On  the  ad- 
joining lot  east,  now  owned  by  Caroline 

and  Eliza  Smith,  Seth  Hussey  and 

Elijah  Edwards,  had  a  shoe  shop.  Hus- 
sey and  Edwards  were  tanners  and  soon 

after  Vaill  built  his  gristmill  they  pur- 
chased a  lot  east  of  and  adjoining  his 

mill  and  erected  a  tannery ;  this  was 

afterward  owned  and  operated  succes- 
sively by  Lewis  Rice,  Richard  W.  Gates, 

Lewis  Leet  and  Harvey  Nye,  but  was 

destroyed  by  fire  during  Nye's  owner- 
ship and  was  never  rebuilt.  Henry 

Haman  afterward  purchased  the  lot  and 

privileges  and  erected  a  steam  mill  in 
its  place. 

Albert  Terhune,  who  purchased  lot 

three  on  the  north  side  of  the  park, 

sold  it  to  *George  J.  Phipany  who  came 
from  Genesee  County  in  1836.  He- 

built  the  store  and  dwelling  attached, 

now  on  the  lot,  the  property  of  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Stockwell.  Phipany  started  in 

the  mercantile  business  in  company 
with  Richard  W.  Gates,  but  he  soon 

purchased  Gate's  interest  and  in  July, 
1839,  formed  a  co-partnership  with  John 
F.   Farman,  who   came   from  Oneida 

County,  with  his  brother  in  1826.  Far- 
man  had  previously  been  in  trade  a 

short  time  with  Silas  Wheeler,  presum- 

ably in  the  Beardsley  store  on  the  ad- 

joining lot.  Farman  &  Phipany  con- 
tinued in  partnership  until  1841.  About 

1839,  Farman  purchased  the  Beardsley 
store  of  his  father-in-law,  Ira  Day, 
which  he  enlarged  and  improved.  From 

1848-50  Mr.  Farnam  was  in  partnership 
with  Alvah  Bates  at  that  place,  after 
which  he  conducted  the  business  alone 

until  1856,  when  he  sold  out  to  Erastus 
C.  Woodworth.  Mr.  Woodworth  re- 

mained in  trade  until  i860,  when  he 

sold  the  property  and  business  to  Gates 
&  Wheeler,  who  the  following  year  sold 
to  Daniel  S.  Bailey,  who,  with  his  son, 
Edwin,  continued  in  active  trade  for 

many  years.  John  F.  Baxter  was  the 
last  owner  and  occupant  of  the  property 
for  mercantile  purposes. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  park  Alvah 

Bates,  about  1840,  purchased  of  the 

Christian  Church  Society  the  corner  lot 
and  built  the  store  now  owned  by 

Charles  -A.  Seekins.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Bates  sold  out  to  Norman  Guern- 

sey, who  in  1843,  m  company  with  John 
F.  Farman,  engaged  in  trade  at  that 
point  until  1847,  when  Mr.  Guernsey 

bought  out  Mr.  Farman,  and  the  follow- 

ing year  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
Warren  Palmer.  About  1850  Mason  D. 

Hatch  bought  the  property  and  con- 
tinued the  mercantile  business  at  that 

point  until  his  death,  which  occurred 

in  1857,  since  which  time  the  property 

has  passed  through  several  hands.  To 
the  north  of  this  Albro  S.  Brown  erect- 

ed a  dwelling  and  shop  on  land  bought 
by  him  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr. 

Brown  was  a  wagon-maker  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  until  1866,  when 

he  sold  his  property  to  A.  M.  P.  May- 
nard,  who  converted  the  shop  into  a 
drug  store  and  three  or  four  years  later 

sold  the  property  and  business  to  James 

*For  portrait  see  Volume  I,  page,  488. 
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Wheeler  &  Company,  who  continued 
in  that  line  of  trade  at  that  point  for 

many  years. 
F.  E.  Case,  about  1879,  purchased  a 

lot  on  the  east  side  of  the  park  and  built 
his  present  store,  where  he  has  been 
almost  continuously  in  the  hardware 

trade  until  the  present  time. 

At  the  southeast  corner  of  the  park 

on  lot  twenty-eight  William  Jenkins, 
about  1832-^,  built  a  small  building; 
which  he  used  for  a  tannery,  and  at  the 

same  time  erected  a  frame  dwelling  on 

the  south  bank  of  Twenty-Eight  Creek, 
now    known    as    the    Dobbin  house. 

MASON  D.  HATCH. 

Three  or  four  years  later  Mr.  Jenkins 

sold  the  property  to  Abner  Porter,  re- 
moving his  tannery  business  upon  the 

south  hill,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Henry  Bagg. 

Mr.  Porter  built  a  blacksmith  shop 
on  the  corner  where  Jenkins  had  his 

tannery  and  also  a  frame  dwelling  just 
west  of  his  shop,  the  same  lately  owned 

by  C.  M.  Turney.  Porter's  shop  was 
afterward  sold  and  fitted  up  for  a  store. 
Clapp  &  Williams,  for  two  or  three 

years  occupied  it  for  mercantile  pur- 
poses ;  later  Doctor  Giles  owned  the 

property  and  used  it  for  a  drug  store, 

at  the  time  of  the  flood  it  was  used  for 

a  shoe  shop,  but  becoming  greatly  dam- 
aged by  the  water  was  finally  moved 

over  on  the  east  side  of  the  park,  be- 
tween the  Wheeler  drug  store  and 

Case's  hardware,  where  it  now  stands. 
The  dwelling,  about  the  same  time  was 
moved  down  on  the  corner.  To  the 

west  of  this,  where  the  shop  of  Frank 

Rublee  now  stands,  George  H.  Chand- 

ler built  a  two-story  building  which  he 
used  for  a  cabinet  shop  and  dwelling ; 
later  this  became  the  property  of  John 

B.  Stone,  who  occupied  it  for  like  pur- 
poses. After  the  Torrey  hotel  burned 

down  the  building  was  refitted  and  used 

for  a  public  house.  At  the  time  of  the 
flood  it  was  owned  by  W.  V.  Welch  and 

was  very  much  damaged,  but  repaired 
by  Mr.  Welch  and  moved  down  on  the 
north  side  of  East  Main  Street  and  is 

still  used  for  hotel  purposes.  A.  W. 

Clapp  is  the  present  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty and  for  several  years  has  accept- 

ably followed  that  business. 
West  of  the  Baptist  Church  lot  Myron 

Walden  and  David  H.  Gates  in  April, 

1848,  purchased  a  lot  of  Frazier  Luce 

and  built  upon  it  a  two-story  double 
store  building,  for  many  years  known 

as  the  "Walden  Block."  In  the  west 
half  Alvah  Bates  opened  a  dry  goods 

store  and  Alonzo  Palmer  occupied  the 
east  lower  half  for  a  harness  shop. 
Dobbin  &  Bartholomew  had  a  cabinet 

shop  overhead,  and  later  George  Waith 
a  shoe  shop.  After  a  year  or  two  Bates 
sold  out  to  Horatio  N.  Barnes,  from 

Gerry,  who  later  formed  a  co-partner- 
ship with  Nathaniel  Christy,  also  from 

Gerry.  Owing  to  failing  health  Barnes 
sold  out  his  stock  to  Christy  in  1854, 

the  latter  continuing  in  trade  until  1856, 
when  he  sold  the  business  to  A.  M.  P. 

Maynard.  Mr.  Maynard  at  about  the 
same  time  purchased  the  drug  stock  of 
Dr.  Giles  and  moved  it  up  to  the  Barnes 
store.    He  continued  in  trade  at  this 
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place  until  the  fall  of  1865,  when  his 

property  was  almost  wholly  destroyed 
by  the  flood  that  occurred  that  year. 

Afterward  Mr.  Maynard  opened  a  drug 
store  on  the  east  side  of  the  park,  as 

before  noted.  The  building  now  occu- 
pied by  Perry  Frisbee,  grocer,  and 

Waith  &  Brown,  live  stock  dealers,  was 

built  on  the  site  of  the  old  "Walden 

Block"  by  Terry  &  DeVoe,  soon  after 
the  latter  firm  were  burned  out  across 
the  street. 

Among  others  who  have  at  different 
times  and  places  engaged  in  mercantile 

and  other  business  pursuits  in  the  vil- 

lage we  note  the  following :  Milo  Wil- 
cox, quite  early  had  a  small  grocery 

store  situate  on  the  lot  now  owned  by 

Sylvester  Ransom,  west  of  the  hotel. 
He  took  ashes  from  the  farmers  in  ex- 

change for  goods,  and  had  an  ashery 
northeast  of  his  store.  Likewise  Rich- 

ard W.  Gates,  about  the  same  time, 

kept  a  small  grocery  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Andrus  Seekins,  sending 
out  teams  to  purchase  ashes  in  exchange 
for  goods.  His  ashery  was  on  the  lot 

now  owned  by  C.  H.  Rice.  Allen  Bagg, 

as  early  as  1840,  engaged  in  another 

primitive  industry,  manufacturing  pep- 
permint essence,  and  for  that  purpose 

had  a  still  located  on  the  Luce  farm  back 

near  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

In  1848  Lemuel  Perrigo  built  an  iron 

foundery  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by 
the  hotel  barn.  He  soon  formed  a  co- 

partnership with  Daniel  Smoke,  and  for 

several  years  done  a  successful  business. 

They  sold  out  to  John  Clapp.  Mr. 

Clapp  sold  to  Franklin  Fuller,  who  con- 
tinued the  industry  until  1861,  when 

Warren  Arnold  purchased  the  property. 

After  engaging  in  the  business  a  num- 
ber of  years  Mr.  Arnold  disposed  of  the 

building  and  contents,  which  was  moved 

over  on  the  Chauncey  Jackson  lot,  but 
the  business  was  soon  after  discontin- 

ued.   Ellery  Bentley,  as  early  as  1850, 

had  a  grocery  and  tailor  shop  on  the 
lot  now  owned  by  Caroline  and  Eliza 

Smith.  Tn  1859  Joseph  Wesley  pur- 
chased the  lot  with  some  adjoining 

land,  rebuilt  the  house  and  a  few  years 

later  erected  a  steam  planing  mill  and 

cooper  shop  in  the  rear.  He  sold  the 
shop  to  Lawrence  &  Shepardson  and  in 

1873  it  was  burned  clown.  Homer  Pratt 

in  1858  built  a  grocery  store  on  the 
lot  now  owned  by  Daniel  Hadley,  after 

engaging  in  trade  for  about  two  years 

he  died  and  the  store  building  was  after- 
ward purchased  by  Maria  Sears  and 

moved  over  on  West  Main  Street  and 

converted  into  a  dwelling.  It  is  now  a 

part  of  the  Congregational  parsonage. 

In  t  853  Benjamin  R.  Brown  com- 
menced business  in  the  old  Phipany 

store,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of 

the  leading  merchants  in  town.  He 
sold  out  to  Orrin  Strong,  of  Gerry,  who 

also  engaged  in  trade  for  several  years 
at  that  place. 

Following  Henry  McConnell  in  the 
old  Norris  store,  back  in  the  forties, 
Winfield  Leach  and  David  Knight,  each 

for  several  years  engaged  in  the  groc- 
ery trade  until  the  property  passed  into 

the  hands  of  Mr.  Eigenbroadt  in  1852. 

After  the  death  of  Mason  D.  Hatch 

his  store  was  occupied  by  Andrews  & 

Preston  of  Jamestown,  under  the  man- 
agement of  Andrew  C.  Holmes ;  they 

did  a  large  and  profitable  trade.  Later 
Holmes  took  the  business  in  his  own 

hands  and  for  several  years  was  one 

of  the  leading  dry  goods  merchants  in 
town. 

In  1872  John  Benedict  started  in  the 
mercantile  business  on  West  Main 

Street  in  a  building  erected  In'  him  and 
continued  in  active  trade  until  i88q,  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  succeeded 

in  business  by  his  widow,  Mary  W. 
Benedict,  who  was  later  burned  out. 

She  subsequently  rebuilt  the  store,  but 
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continued  the  business  only  for  a  short 
time. 

Wesley  Milspaw,  in  1872,  purchased 

a  building-  on  the  south  side  of  the  park 
and  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural 

implements,  wagons  and  sundry  sup- 
plies, until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 

1902,  beside  for  many  years  he  was  an 
extensive  dealer  in  hides,  furs,  etc.  In 

1853  Joseph  B.  Nessel  purchased  the 
Jamestown  Herald  of  Dr.  Asaph 

Rhodes  and  removed  the  printing  plant 

to  Ellington  and  commenced  the  publi- 

cation of  a  paper  called  "The  Ellington 

Herald."  He  continued  its  publication 
until  1856  when  it  was  discontinued. 

Albro  S.  Brown  for  a  time  had  charge 
of  its  editorial  department.  In  those 

days  Mr.  Nessel  was  a  strong  anti-slav- 
ery man  and  was  closely  identified  with 

what  was  then  called  the  "Under  ground 
railroad."  In  addition  to  that  he  was 
an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Anti-Ma- 

sonic movement,  and  was  commonly 

known  as  a  "man  with  a  hobby." 

Christian  Church. 

The  Christian  Church  was  the  first 

church  organized  in  the  Town  of  Elling- 
ton (then  Town  of  Gerry.) 

Elder  Freeman  Walden,  from  Gene- 
see County,  New  York,  came  to  the 

town  in  1822  and  commenced  holding 
religious  services  in  a  log  schoolhouse 
situate  upon  what  is  now  known  as  the 

Joseph  Smith  farm,  about  midway  be- 
tween the  present  Villages  of  Ellington 

and  Clear  Creek  ;  also  in  barns  and  pri- 
vate houses  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

On  the  13th  day  of  July,  1823,  the 

church  was  organized  with  seven  mem- 
bers whose  names  are  as  follows  :  Elder 

Freeman  Walden,  Malinda  Walden,  his 

wife  ;  Ira  Gates  and  Clarissa  Gates,  his 

wife ;  Polly  Gates,  Rolli  Rublee  and 

Simon  Lawrence.  They  took  and  sub- 

scribed to  the  following  pledge  or  cov- 

enant:  "We,  the  undersigned,  agree  to 
take  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 

Testament  for  our  rule  of  faith  and  prac- 

tice at  all  times." 
On  the  22d  day  of  April,  1824,  the 

society  held  a  meeting  to  perfect  a 
legal  organization  under  the  statute  and 
to  choose  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Ira 

Gates,  Simon  Lawrence  and  Joshua 
Bush  were  elected  the  first  Trustees. 

Elder  Freeman  Walden  was  duly  in- 
stalled pastor  and  ministered  to  the 

spiritual  wants  of  the  little  flock.  He 
and  his  wife  settled  on  a  small  farm 
about  two  miles  southeast  from  the 

village,  where  he  supported  his  family 
with  what  little  aid  he  received  from 
his  handful  of  followers. 

He  continued  his  pastorate  for  a  per- 
iod of  about  twelve  years.  In  1835  his 

wife  died  and  the  following  year  he 

moved  away.  It  was  during  his  minis- 
tration that  the  church  edifice  was  erect- 

ed. 

It  appears  that  on  the  18th  day  of 

May,  1833,  a  subscription  paper  was 
circulated  to  raise  funds  for  the  erec- 

tion of  the  building  which,  as  expressed 

in  said  paper,  was  "to  be  thirty  by  forty 

feet  and  high  enough  for  a  gallery." 
The  structure  was  raised  (a  heavy  tim- 

ber frame)  August  15,  1833,  and  com- 

pleted at  an  outlay  of  about  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  the  members  contributing 

in  work,  money  and  material  and  the 

following  year  it  was  dedicated  to  public 
worship ;  upon  which  occasion  Elder 
Seth  Marvin  delivered  the  dedicatory 

sermon.  In  1828  Elder  Elisha  Beards- 

ley,  also  from  Genesee  County,  moved 
into  town  and  assisted  occasionally  in 
church  work.  After  the  departure  of 
Elder  Walden,  services  were  conducted 

with  more  or  less  regularity  by  Elders 

Oliver  Barr,  Seth  Waterman,  Warren 
Skeels  and  D.  Willard. 

From  1838  to  1840  there  seems  to  be 
no  record  of  church  service.  During 
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the  latter  year,  and  for  two  years  fol- 

lowing Elder  Jeremiah  Knowls  served 
as  pastor.  From  1842  to  1845  Elders 
Halliday  (from  Fluvanna,  New  York,) 
Irwin  Bullock  and  Totman,  by  turns, 

officiated.  Elder  Havens,  1845-7;  El- 

der Nye,  1848.  For  ten  years  follow- 
ing; there  is  no  record  of  other  than  oc- 

casional  services  held  by  Elders  Tot- 
man and  one  or  two  others.  In  1859 

to  1 861  Elder  J.  W.  Snyder  served  as 

pastor. 

In  i860  the  church  building  was  re- 
paired and  re-dedicated,  on  which  occa- 

sion a  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
E.  B.  Rowlins. 

Elder  Thomas  Garbut  succeeded  El- 

der Snyder  in  t86i  and  remained 
until  1864,  and  was  followed  by 
Elder  M.  W.  Tuck,  who  remained 

about  two  years ;  but  he  having 
in  the  meantime  united  with  the 

Masons  the  church  dispensed  with  his 

services.  Elder  A.  S.  Langdon  served 

the  church  as  pastor  from  1866-68;  El- 

der J.  R.  Spencer  from  1868-70;  Elder 
O.  P.  Alderman,  1870-72.  From  the 
latter  date  no  regular  services  were  held 

in  the  church  until  1875,  when  Rev. 
Alden  Allen  was  engaged  and  served  as 

pastor  until  June,  1879;  Rev.  A.  S. 

Langdon  followed  for  about  one  year 
and  was  the  last  regularly  employed 

pastor. 
The  membership  becoming  so  reduced 

the  Trustees  finally  sold  the  church  pro- 
perty to  the  Free  Methodist  Society, 

who  entirely  remodeled  the  building, 
but  who  later  on  sold  out  to  the  Wes- 

lyan  Methodist,  which  society  now  holds 
services  there  at  irregular  intervals. 

Freewill  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  is  a  transcript  of  the 

record  of  the  first  meeting  held  for  the 
organizing  of  the  Freewill  Baptist 
Church  of  Ellington : 

"April  24,  1828. 
Met  at  the  house  of  Horace  Harmon 

according  to  previous  arrangement  to 
take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 

organizing  a  church.  A  sermon  was  de- 
livered by  Elder  Amos  C.  Andrus  from 

Heb.  ii  chapter,  third  verse.  Then  a 
general  description  of  doctrine,  faith 
and  practice  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  was 
given  by  Elder  A.  C.  Andrus.  Then 
gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  five 
brethren  and  three  sisters,  and  acknowl- 

edged them  to  compose  the  First  Free- 
will Baptist  Church  in  the  Town  of 

Ellington,  after  which  the  church 
Resolved,  First,  That  Julius  Dewey 

serve  as  Church  Clerk.  Second.  That 
Covenant  meetings  be  held  on  Saturday 
before  the  third  Sabbath  in  every 

month." 
The  names  of  the  eight  members  re- 

ferred to  in  the  foregoing,  as  appears 

from  the  record  later  on,  was  Joseph 

Seekins,  Stephen  Marsh,  Dolphos  How- 

ard, Sally  Marsh,  Chloe  Howard,  Sol- 
mon  Wheeler,  Julius  Dewey  and  Betsey 

Seekins. 

The  membership  appears  to  have 

grown  quite  rapidly  and  covenant  meet- 
ings were  held  at  stated  intervals  for 

several  years  at  school  houses,  private 

dwellings  of  the  members  and  often 

in  barns.  Winthrop  Johnson  was  elect- 
ed the  first  Deacon  and  Joseph  Seekins 

Church  Steward. 

Andrus,  who  organized  the  church, 

was  a  traveling  preacher.  The  first  set- 
tled pastor  was  Elder  Francis  B.  Tan- 
ner, who  for  many  years  administered 

to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  church  and 
whose  labors  were  supplemented  by 

Elders  A.  C.  Andrus,  Jeremiah  Bald- 
win, Joseph  Parkyn  and  others. 

On  the  16th  day  of  April,  1842,  fifty- 
six  of  the  members  withdrew  from  the 

society  to  organize  a  church  in  Cherry 
Creek.  No  steps  seem  to  have  been 

taken  looking  toward  the  erection  of  a 
church  edifice  until  January,  1844,  when 

the  society  adopted  a  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  raising  of  the  funds  by  a 
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tax  upon  its  membership,  and  for  that 

purpose  Isaac  Holland,  Winthrop  John- 
son and  J.  R.  Felt  were  appointed  a 

committee  to  "equalize  the  tax."  The 
following  year  the  building  was  erected. 
Frazier  Luce  of  Pittsfield,  Massachus- 

etts, donated  the  lot  upon  which  it  was 
built,  and  the  first  services  held  therein 

October  26,  1845.  During  the  erection 
of  the  building  Rev.  B.  R.  Cooley  and 
Rev.  Lucius  O.  Jones,  had  pastoral 

charge,  but  Elder  A.  C.  Andrus  appears 
to  have  been  in  charge  at  the  time  of 

its  dedication  and  was  succeeded  by  El- 
der James  A.  McKay,  who  remained 

until  1848,  when  he  withdrew  with  some 

thirty  other  members  to  organize  a 
church  in  the  Town  of  Gerry.  From 

1849-52  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  El- 
ders Tanner,  Baldwin  and  O.  H.  Light- 

hall  ;  then  followed  Elders  Plumb  and 

Benjamin  McKoon,  the  latter  remain- 
ing until  1854,  and  was  succeeded  by 

his  brother,  the  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Mc- 
Koon and  Charles  Putnam.  In  1857 

the  church  secured  the  services  of  Rev. 

A.  N.  McConoughey,  who  remained  un- 
til 1861,  then,  following  him,  was  the 

Rev.  Charles  Putnam,  from  T862-64; 

Rev.  D.  W.  McKoon,  1865-66;  Rev.  R. 

E.  Cornwell,  1868-70;  Rev.  I.  J.  Hoag, 
1870-72;  Rev.  Nelson  Young,  1872-73; 

Rev.  J.  L.  Higbee,  1873-74;  Rev.  A. 
P.  Cook,  1874-77;  Rev.  Jerome  Short, 
1879-80;  Rev.  John  Shannon,  1880-81; 
Rev.  F.  W.  Reeder,  1882-83  I  Rev.  Z.  A. 

Space,  1889-91  ;  Rev.  George  South- 
wick,  1891-93,  since  which  date  no  regu- 

lar service  has  been  maintained  in  the 

chapel,  owing  to  the  constantly  de- 
creasing membership. 

Congregational  Church. 

The  following  is  the  record,  in  part, 

of  the  first  meeting  held  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Congregational  Church 

in  Ellington : 

"Ellington,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  4,  1828. 
A  meeting  previously  appointed  for 

the  purpose  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Mrs.  Lucretia  French  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  church.  The  Rev. 
Willam  I.  Wilcox  was  present  and 
chosen  moderator.  The  following 

persons  presented  themselves  as  can- 
didates for  the  proposed  church, 

viz. :  James  Bates,  Benjamin  Ells- 
worth, Israel  Carpenter,  Aaron  Mer- 

rill, Josiah  D.  Bates,  Lucretia  French, 
Calista  Ellsworth,  Harriet  Spear,  Nancy 
Bates  and  Polly  Landon. 

After  much  mutual  conversation  in 
relation  to  the  doctrines  and  precepts 
of  the  gospel,  and  prayer,  the  following 
articles  of  faith  and  covenant  were  read 

to  and  adopted  by  the  above  named 
persons  and  they  were  declared  as  reg- 

ularly constituted  by  the  name  and  title 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 

Christ  in  Ellington.''  (Here  follows  the 
thirteen  articles  of  faith  and  the  cove- 
nant.) 

"The  ordinance  of  baptism  was  ad- 
ministered to  one  adult  and  two  child- 

ren. The  Rev.  William  I.  Wilcox  was 
chosen  standing  moderator  of  the 
church  and  Benjamin  Ellsworth  clerk 
and  delegate  to  represent  the  church  at 
the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Buffalo 

Presbytery,  with  a  request  to  be  re- 
ceived a  constituted  member.  Conclud- 

ed with  prayer. 
Attest : 

William  I.  Wilcox,  Moderator. 

Benjamin  Ellsworth,  Clerk." 
At  the  next  meeting  on  March  29. 

1828,  Otis  Page  was  admitted  to  mem- 
bership and  chosen  the  first  deacon. 

Later  on  Daniel  Bush  was  chosen  dea- 

con. They,  together  with  Dr.  William 
Ware  were  subsequentlv  made  elders 

in  the  church.  During  that  year  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons  were  added  to 

the  membership  :  Elizabeth  Altenburg, 

Elizabeth  Vader,  Timothy  Gross,  War- 
ren Mansfield,  William  Ware,  Sally 

Ware,  Daniel  Bush,  Jane  Bush  and  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Farman.  The  church  services 

for  the  first  five  or  six  years  seem  to 

have  been  conducted  by  the  local  mem- 
bership, assisted  by  the  Reverands  W. 
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I.  Wilcox,  Abel  C.  Ward  and  D.  G. 
Orton. 

The  first  communion  set  and  baptis- 
mal bowl  was  presented  to  the  church 

October,  1834,  by  I.  D.  and  Sherman 
Boardman  of  Hartford,  Connecticut 

through  Dr.  William  Ware,  valued  at 

nine  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents.  The 
second  set  was  presented  to  the  church 

in  1870  by  Mrs.  Frazier  Luce  of  Pitts- 
field,  Massachusetts,  whose  late  hus- 

band was  a  frequent  attendant  of  that 
church. 

In  1840  the  Rev.  William  Waith  was 

engaged  as  pastor  and  remained  until 

August  30,  1847.  He  was  the  first  regu- 
lar pastor  of  the  church  and  during  his 

pastorate,  in  the  year  1842,  the  church 
edifice  was  erected.  Dr.  William  Ware 

very  generously  donated  the  lot  upon 
which  it  was  built. 

In  1845  the  church  by  resolution 

adopted  the  Presbyterian  form  of  gov- 

ernment and  was  thereafter  styled  "The 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Elling- 

ton," and  they  united  themselves  with 
the  Buffalo  Presbytery  and  under  the 

new  organization,  the  following  elders 
were  elected:  Otis  Page,  Andrew  P. 

White,  John  N.  White,  Daniel  L.  Bush, 
Lewis  Leet  and  Jeremiah  Hotchkiss. 

Subsequently,  however,  the  society  vot- 
ed to  change  back  to  its  original  form, 

purely  Congregational. 
Rev.  S.  W.  Edson  succeeded  Waith 

and  remained  until  1849,  after  whom  the 

following'  named  pastors  served  for  the 
time  and  in  the  order  named :  Rev. 

William  Todd,  1849-50;  Rev.  H.  G. 

Blinn,  1851-52;  Rev.  Charles  Keeler, 

1853-54;  Rev.  David  Powell,  1855-56; 
Rev.  W.  D.  Henry,  1857-60;  Rev.  Ward 

I.  Hunt,  1861-64;  Rev.  Henry  Benson, 
1865-67;  Rev.  H.  O.  Howland,  1868-69; 
Rev.  Rufus  King,  t 870-71  ;  Rev.  A.  D 

Olds,  1872-74;  Rev.  L.  T.  Mason,  1875- 

77;  Rev.  G.  C.  Jewell,  1878-80,  after 
whom  were  the  following  in  the  order 

named  :  Reverands  T.  D.  Jenkins,  A. 

W.  Taylor,  Lincoln  Harlow,  G.  E.  Hen- 
shaw,  William  McDougal,  William  B. 

Marsh,  J.  M.  Merrill,  W.  G.  Marts,  F. 
A.  Kimberly  and  the  present  pastor, 

George  M.  Rees. 

The  society  at  present  has  a  member- 
ship of  about  one  hundred. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

To  Carey  Briggs,  a  life-long  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 

Ellington,  I  am  indebted  for  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Of  the  early  history  of  Methodism  in 
Ellington  we  have  no  authentic  record, 
for  the  reason  that  from  1836  to  1844, 

Ellington  was  included  in  the  Gerry 

circuit,  Jamestown  District,  Erie  Con- 
ference. In  July,  1836,  the  annual  con- 

ference held  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  ap- 

pointed Josiah  Flower  and  T.  J.  Jen- 

nings to  the  Gerry  circuit,  which  em- 
braced the  Towns  of  Stockton,  Gerry, 

Charlotte,  Cherry  Creek,  Ellington  and 
Napoli  and  east  to  the  boundary  of  the 
Genessee  Conference. 

This  was  a  four  weeks  circuit,  as  it 

took  each  preacher  (then  called  circuit 
riders)  four  weeks  to  go  the  rounds  and 
fill  all  his  appointments.  There  were 
then  no  church  edifices  in  the  circuit, 
but  services  were  held  in  school  houses, 

private  houses,  barns,  etc.  The  first 
church  on  the  circuit  was  built  about 

1839,  in  Gerrv,  then  called  the  Vermont 
Settlement.  There  the  Ellington  branch 
attended  service  and  there  the  records 
were  kept. 

At  the  annual  conference  held  at  Erie, 

Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1844,  Ellington 
was  constituted  a  separate  charge  and 
Samuel  A.  Henderson  was  oppointed 

pastor.  He  found  seven  well  organized 
classes,  to  wit:  One  at  the  Center, 
Matthew  Lane  leader;  one  in  Bates 

District,  Charles  Thacher,  leader ;  one 
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at  Clear  Creek,  Harold  Webster,  lead- 
er ;  one  at  Waterboro,  George  Clark, 

leader ;  one  at  Fuller  Hill,  Wesley  Mils- 
paw,  leader ;  one  on  West  Hill,  David 

Fisk,  leader ;  one  in  Gerry  with  Arche- 
lans  Mosher,  leader;  comprising  a  mem- 

bership in  all  of  about  one  hundred  fifty, 
with  no  church  edifice  or  parsonage.  A 

parsonage  was  rented  and  the  adjourned 
first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  in 
it  November  13,  1844.  On  December 

28,  1844,  the  second  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence was  held  in  the  Presbyterian 

Church,  just  newly  erected  in  the  vil- 
lage. The  record  of  that  Conference 

gives  the  first  full  official  list  as  follows : 

Presiding  Elder,  Darius  Smith ;  preach- 
er in  charge,  S.  A.  Henderson ;  local 

preachers,  T.  Thacher,  E.  Briggs ;  ex- 
horters,  Zelotus  Hitchcock,  George 
Pierce ;  stewards,  Hosea  Felt,  Norman 

Guernsey,  David  Carl,  H.  N.  Jacobs, 

Lorenzo  Mather,  Carey  Briggs  and 

Flisha  Baker.'  These,  with  the  above 
mentioned  class  leaders,  constituted  the 

Quarterly  Conference,  and  through 
their  efforts,  heartily  supplemented  by 
the  efforts  of  the  membership,  a  church 
edifice  was  erected  the  following  year 
(1845). 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
pastors  with  their  date  of  service :  S. 

A.  Henderson,  1844;  S.  Churchill,  1845; 
Ashbel  Parcell,  1846;  J.  H.  Tackett, 

1847;  T.  D.  Blinn,  1848;  John  Peate, 

1849;  Alvin  Burgess,  1850-51;  Justin 

O.  Rich,  1852-53;  O.  L.  Mead,  1854-55; 
T.  D.  Blinn,  1858-59;  Joseph  Allen 
and  W.  W.  Case,  1860-61  ;  W.  W.  War- 

ner, 1862-63;  L.  W.  Day,  1864;  S.  N. 
Warner,  1865;  Joseph  Leslie,  1865-66; 
H.  H.  Moore,  1867-69;  O.  G.  Mclntyre, 

1869-71  ;  G.  W.  Moore,  1871-72;  P.  W. 

Scofield,  1872-75;  G.  W.  Chesbro,  1875- 
77;  Milton  Smith,  1877-80;  A.  A.  Hor- 
ton,  1880-83;  Victor  Cornwell,  1883-84; 

J.  W.  Barker,  1884-86;  J.  H.  Prather, 
1886-90;  H.  M.  Burns,  1890-91;  C.  W. 

Miner,  1892-95  ;  A.  M.  Lockwood,  1895- 
98;  R.  M.  Warren,  1899;  I.  D.  Darling, 

1900;  R.  L.  Foulke,  1900-02;  G.  W.  S. 

Phillips,  1902-03-04." 

Ellington  Acadlmy. 

For  over  half  a  century  this  institu- 
tion has  been  one  of  the  first  and  fore- 

most schools  of  Western  New  York, 
and  the  multitude  of  men  and  women 

who  have  received  their  early  educa- 
tional training  within  its  walls  have  left 

their  impress  in  every  department  of  in- 
tellectual activity  all  over  this  broad 

land. 

On  the  12th  day  of  January,  1850, 

about  seventy-five  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  fully  recognizing  the 

benefits  to  be  derived  by  an  institution 
of  this  character,  pledged  themselves  by 
an  instrument  in  writing  to  furnish  the 

necessarv  funds  to  purchase  a  suitable 
site  and  erect  a  building  to  be  known 

as  "The  Ellington  Academy."  The 
funds  so  subscribed  were  divided  into 

shares  of  twenty-five  dollars  each  and 
each  owner  of  a  share  was  entitled  to 

a  voice  and  a  vote  in  the  organization. 

On  March  30,  1 85 1 ,  the  stockholders 

met  and  by  ballot  decided  upon  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  and  at  the  same  time 

elected  twelve  trustees  from  their  num- 
ber, to  wit :  Jeremiah  Baldwin,  John  F. 

Farman,  Hosea  Felt,  Charles  B.  Green, 

Benjamin  Barnard,  Myron  Walden, 

John  M.  Farnham,  Seth  W.  Chandler, 

Mason  D.  Hatch,  Carey  Briggs,  Jere- 
miah Ellsworth  and  Andrew  P.  White. 

The  Trustees  immediately  effected  an 

organization  by  the  election  of  Jeremiah 
Baldwin,  President ;  John  F.  Farman, 

Treasurer,  and  Andrew  P.  White,  Sec- retary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  April 

25,  1851,  plans  were  adopted  and  a 
contract  made  with  Myron  Walden, 

Nelson  Brown,  Benjamin  Pickard  and 
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Andrew  P.  White,  2nd,  for  the  erection 

of  the  building,  which  was  to  be  sixty 

by  forty  feet  and  three  stories  in  height. 
The  construction  of  the  building  was 

immediately  undertaken  by  these  gen- 
tlemen and  by  fall  of  the  following  year, 

at  an  expense  of  about  thirty-six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  was  made  ready 

for  occupancy.  The  first  term  of  school 

opened  in  the  fall  of  1852,  with  Prof. 

William  C.  J.  Hall  as  Principal ;  An- 
drew P.  White,  Male  Assistant ;  Miss 

Emeline  Warren,  as  Female  Assistant ; 

Miss  Delia  McGlashan,  Primary  Teach- 
er, and  Professor  Backus,  Teacher  of 

Instrumental  Music. 

On  January  20,  1853,  a  formal  appli- 
cation was  made  by  a  committee  of  the 

stockholders  to  the  Regents  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  State  for  an  academic 

charter,  and  the  same  was  granted  un- 
der date  of  February  n,  1853.  The 

first  Board  of  Education  were  the  origi- 
nal incorporators  of  the  institution, 

none  of  whom  are  now  living,  save 

Carey  Briggs,  and  out  of  the  original 

seventy-five  or  more  stockholders  who 
were  instrumental  in  the  successful  or- 

ganization of  the  school  barely  a  half 

dozen  survive ;  but  the  good  they  ac- 
complished lives  after  them. 

In  1853,  the  second  year  of  Professor 

Hall's  administration,  a  teacher's  train- 
ing class  was  organized,  and  almost  con- 

tinuously since  then  that  has  been  one 

of  the  distinctive  features  of  the  insti- 

tution. The  primary  department,  how- 
ever, was  discontinued  in  1859.  Fol- 

lowing Professor  Hall,  in  1855,  Profes- 
sor Payne  had  charge  of  the  school  for 

a  brief  period,  after  whom  the  Princi- 

pals of  the  academy,  with  their  respec- 
tive terms  of  service  were  as  follows : 

Warren  B.  Marsh,  1855-57;  John  C. 

Long,  1857-60;  Hiram  L.  Ward,  1860- 
64;  A.  C.  Moon,  1864-66;  Miss  Millie 
Smith  completed  the  term  of  A.  C. 

Moon  in  1866-67;  R-  E-  P°st,  1867-68; 

followed  by  W.  E.  Stevenson,  who  was 

the  last  Principal  under  the  old  academ- 
ic system. 

In  the  winter  of  1870-71  the  taxpay- 
ers of  School  District  Number  Two, 

comprising  the  Village  of  Ellington  and 

vicinity,  having  by  vote  decided  to  estab- 
lish a  Union  PTee  School,  with  an  aca- 

demic department,  applied  through  their 
Board  of  Trustees  to  the  Trustees  of 

the  academy,  for  a  transfer  of  the  build- 

ing- and  property  to  the  new  school  dis- 
trict which  resulted  in  the  following 

action  by  the  latter  body  :  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Academy  Trustees  on  March  23, 

1871,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  we  the  Trustees  of 
Ellington  Academy,  in  pursuance  to 
section  seventeen,  chapter  four  hundred 
thirty-three  of  the  Laws  of  1853,  do 
hereby  vacate  our  offices  in  favor  of 
the  present  Board  of  Education  of 
of  Union  School  District  Number  Two, 
of  the  Town  of  Ellington,  and  to  their 
successors  in  office,  to  be  used  by  them 
as  the  academical  department  of  said 
Union  School  upon  condition  that  the 
said  school  district  shall  maintain  the 
said  academical  department  by  teaching 
at  least  two  academic  terms  per  year; 

otherwise  the  said  building  and  appur- 
tenances belonging  thereto  shall  be  de- 

livered back  to  the  stockholders  in  pur- 
suance to  the  provisions  of  a  bond  this 

clay  executed  by  the  said  board  of  edu- 
cation to  certain  stockholders  named 

therein.'' 
This  was  signed  by  the  following 

named  gentlemen,  comprising  the  full 
Board  of  Trustees  at  that  time  :  J.  F. 

Farman,  John  Shaw,  Galutia  Beardsley, 
Allen  Hagg,  L.  M.  Day,  Lewis  Leet, 
Edwin  Anderson,  L.  D.  Fairbanks  and 
Theodore  A.  Case. 

Thus  the  Union  School  became  a 

reality  on  the  23rd  day  of  March,  1871. 

Having  been  chartered  as  an  Academy 

by  the  Regents  of  the  Universitv  it  was 

non-chartered  and  became  a  junior  Re- 
gents school.    In  consequence  of  a  large 
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increase  in  the  library  and  the  working 

apparatus  for  the  labratory  and  the  ex- 
cellent educational  work  of  the  institu- 

tion, the  school  has  been  advanced 

through  the  grades  of  middle  and  senior 
schools  until  October  3,  1899,  when  it 
was  advanced  to  the  grade  of  High 

School,  the  highest  rating  given  by  the 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  Principals  of  the  Union  School 

from  1 871  to  the  present  time  are  as 

follows:  P.  F.  Burk,  1871-75;  W.  P. 

Spring,  1875-76;  R.  R.  Rogers,  1876-80; 
George  J.  McAndrevvs,  1880-81  ;  D.  D. 
Van  Allen,  1881-83;  Frank  W.  Cross- 

field,  1883-86;  Fred  C.  Wilcox,  1886-87; 
I.  Floward  Russell,  1887-88;  Clyde  C. 

Hill,  1888-90;  A.  H.  Hiller,  1890-91; 

George  Hartley,  1891-93;  Ellis  W. 
Storms,  1893-97;  Francis  J.  Flagg, 

1897-99;  Edward  C.  Hawley,  1899-00; 
Ernest  B.  Luce,  1900-03;  E.  A.  Reuther, 

1903-04. 

THE  "IMDIAN  WAR." 
On  Saturday  the  6th  day  of  January,  1838, 

near  the  same  spot  where  a  quarter  of  a 
century  before  the  first  settler  in  the  Town 
of  Ellington  felled  the  trees  and  erected  his 
rude  log  cabin  in  the  forest,  originated  one 
of  those  amusing,  yet  at  the  time,  seeming- 

ly serious  events,  that  spread  consternation 
among  the  then  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county.  The  winter  was  one 
of  extreme  mildness  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  of  which  I  speak,  the  sun  arose 
in  a  cloudless  sky  and  its  rays  lay  with  al- 

most summer  warmth  upon  the  bare  earth 
and  brown  leaves. 

Nearly  a  mile  west  of  Olds'  Corners,  011 
the  Cattaraugus  County  line,  and  on  the  old 
Chautauqua  Road,  in  a  little  log  cabin,  lived 
one  Eldred  Bentley,  Jr.,  with  his  family, 
among  whom  was  a  daughter  named  Mercy, 
a  simple-minded  girl.  Eldred  had  married 
a  daughter  of  one  John  Niles,  whose  wife 
had  succumbed  to  the  hardships  of  life,  and 
the  old  man  was  then  making  his  home 
with  the  Bentley  family.  His  conduct  was 

not  at  all  times  exemplary  and  Olds'  Cor- 
ners in  those  days  afforded  tempting  op- 

portunities to  the  old  man's  appetite  which 
met  with  feeble  resistance  upon  his  part. 

It  is  supposed  he  had  taken  an  early  morn- 
ing walk  to  the  tavern  and  upon  his  return 

had  sat  down  by  the  roadside  on  the  sunny 
side  of  a  log  to  enjoy  the  open  air  and 
warm  sunshine.  The  external  and  internal 
warmth,  both  conspired  to  lift  from  his  soul 
the  oppressing  cares  of  life  and  he  soon 
passed  into  a  happy  slumber.  At  this  op- 

portune moment  an  Indian,  from  the  neigh- 
boring Cattaraugus  Reservation,  came  on 

foot  along  the  highway  and  spied  the  old 
man  resting  by  the  roadside.  He  stopped 
momentarily,  evidently  taking  in  the  old 

gentleman's  condition,  which*  no  doubt  in- 
spired his  native  thirst  for  the  white  man's 

"fire-water;"  and  whether  he  instituted  a 
search  upon  Niles'  person  for  the  coveted 
fluid  or  not,  at  all  events  underneath  the 

old  man's  outer  garments  showed  conspicu- 
ously a  red  shirt. 

As  the  Indian  turned  to  pursue  his  jour- 
ney, the  girl  Mercy  appeared  not  far  off  and 

spying  the  Indian  and  her  grandfather's 
form  half  reclining  upon  the  ground,  with 
his  red  shirt  made  more  conspicuous  as  he 
lay  in  the  bright  sunshine,  she  in  an  instant, 
in  her  excited  imagination,  transformed  the 
red  shirt  into  a  blood-stained  garment  and 
peopled  the  woods  with  savage  Indians. 

Without  a  second  look  she  ran  to  Perry 

Bentley's,  a  near  neighbor,  where  her  uncle, 
Richard  J.  Hall,  commonly  known  as  John 
Hall,  who  lived  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  on  the  same  road,  happened  to  be 
calling  that  morning  on  horseback.  She 
hurriedly  told  him  that  her  Grandfather 
Niles  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  and  that 
the  woods  were  full  of  them  below  the  house 

and  they  were  murdering  all  the  white  peo- 
ple. Hall,  startled  by  the  story  of  his  niece, 

and  not  stopping  to  learn  of  its  truth,  sprang 
upon  his  horse  and  started  upon  a  run  west 
along  the  old  Chautauqua  Road,  calling 
loudly  at  every  house  that  the  Indians  were 
down  in  the  Bentley  neighborhood  and  were 
murdering  all  the  white  people. 

His  course  led  up  the  hill  which  he  pur1- 
sued  until  he  reached  his  own  home,  which 
was  a  log  cabin  near  the  top  of  what  was 

then  called  "The  Big  Ridge,"  or,  "Mutton 
Hill."  Nearly  opposite  Hall's  house  was  a 
new  frame  dwelling  owned  and  occupied 

by  Benjamin  Ellsworth  which  is  still  stand- 
ing and  habitable  to  this  day.  Under  this 

house  was  a  commodious  cellar,  and  an 

arrangement  was  quickly  made  with  Ells- 
worth, after  acquainting  him  with  the  grav- 

ity of  the  situation,  whereby  the  women 
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and  children  of  the  neighborhood  should 
there  congregate  and  take  refuge  in  the  cel- 

lar while  the  men,  who  were  supposed  to 
be  made  of  sterner  stuff,  should  be  sum- 

moned from  far  and  near  to  give  battle  to 
the  Indians  at  this  point.  On  the  score  of 
strategy  the  place  was  well  chosen.  No 
more  commanding  position  could  have  been 
selected  in  all  that  section  of  country.  In- 

deed, from  this  point  an  extended  view  can 
be  had  of  the  Valley  of  the  Conewango  for 
many  miles  and  beyond  of  the  distant  hills 
of  Cattaraugus.  The  sloping  hillsides  in 
every  direction  made  approach  doubly  diffi- 

cult by  an  advancing  foe,  beside,  a  little 
cemetery  had  been  started  near  by  where 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  could  be  conveniently 
interred. 

A  few  rods  west  of  Ellsworth's  was  a 
log  schoolhouse,  the  first  built  in  the  town, 
where  school  was  then  in  session.  The  lit- 

tle flock  were  quickly  transferred  to  the  cel- 
lar, save  one  of  the  larger  boys,  who  was 

dispatched  to  the  home  of  Captain  Moses 
Ferrin  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north 
in  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek,  with  request 
that  he  warn  out  his  company  of  militia 
in  that  town  and  come  with  all  possible 
haste  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  Ells- 
worth's. 

After  making  these  preliminary  arrange- 
ments, Hall  continued  his  ride  on  horseback 

westward  down  the  hill  at  breakneck  speed, 
warning  every  settler  of  the  impending 
danger  and  to  proceed  with  their  families 

immediately  to  Ellsworth's  for  safety  and 
defence.  Consternation  seized  the  people; 
some  were  just  sitting  down  to  their  mid- 

day meal,  but  sprang  from  the  table,  collect- 
ed their  firearms,  if  they  had  any,  and  a  few 

personal  belongings,  living  their  meal  all 
untouched,  and  with  their  wives  and  child- 

ren hastened  to  the  place  of  meeting.  An 
eye-witness  of  this  impromptu  gathering  on 
the  hill,  discussed  years  afterward,  with 
much  levity,  the  personal  appearance  of 
some  of  the  women  on  that  occasion,  show- 

ing that  no  time  had  been  wasted  in  the 
preparation  of  their  toilet.  Dressed  in  short 
home-spun  skirts  with  pantalets  and  boots, 
some  with  their  husbands'  striped  jackets 
and  old  hats  and  caps,  with  hair  flying,  pul- 

ling along  in  frantic  haste  their  frightened 
and  sobbing  children,  in  their  wild  rush  for 

a  place  of  safety.  'Tis  said  one  young  lady 
appeared  upon  the  scene  with  three  hoods 
upon  her  head,  a  pitchfork  in  one  hand  and 
broad-axe  in  the  other,  and  the  strangest 

thing  of  it  all  was  that  she  was  unable  to 

explain  how  she  acquired  the  outfit.  Al- 
most as  much  disorder  and  confusion  char- 

acterized the  men  who  gathered  on  that 
memorable  occasion;  some  had  guns  with 
ammunition,  some  with  no  ammunition, 
some  with  swords,  some  with  pitchforks 
and  butcher  knives,  indeed  anything  that 
might  be  turned  into  a  weapon  of  defense. 
One  man,  who  no  doubt  believed  in  fighting 
at  close  range,  appeared  with  six  butcner 
knives  bristling  from  his  person.  So  the 
inhabitants  gathered  as  the  news  spread,  and 
in  the  meantime  Hall  was  speeding  westward 
to  the  Bates  Settlement,  in  the  Clear  Creek 
Valley.  Here  Carey  Briggs  was  teaching 
school  and  it  was  the  noon  hour.  He  sat 
quietly  in  his  schoolroom  enjoying  his  mid- 

day lunch  when  he  observed  an  unusual 
commotion  among  the  children  in  the  yard, 
and  that  they  were  fleeing  toward  their 
homes  with  all  possible  haste.  Soon  a 
neighbor  appeared  and  informed  Mr.  Briggs 
of  the  cause.  School  was  over  for  that  day 
and  the  master,  not  with  rod  and  rule,  but 
with  a  pitchfork  over  his  shoulder,  joined 

the  party  marching  for  the  "Big  Ridge." 
From  this  point  westward  the  news  was 

carried  by  fleet-footed  messengers  to  Gerry, 
Charlotte,  Arkwright  and  other  neighboring 
towns  with  orders  to  the  several  companies 
of  militia  to  gather  for  battle.  To  the  story 
was  added  the  further  intelligence  that 
three  thousand  Indians  from  Canada  had 
landed  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek 
and  had  made  their  way  over  into  the  cone- 

wango Valley  and  were  killing  and  scalp- 
ing the  white  people  as  they  went,  and  that 

Dwight  Bates  and  family,  who  lived  as  near 
as  the  Bates  Settlement  had  already  fallen 
victims  to  the  wily  foe.  Many  a  home  was 
barricaded  against  the  invaders,  while  the 
thoughtful  housewife  hung  her  kettles  of 
water  to  the  swinging  crane  in  the  fire- 

place, preparing  to  sc  aid  the  red-skins  upon 
their  approach. 

Hall,  changing  his  course  at  this  point, 
proceeded  eastward  down  the  valley  toward 
the  village,  heralding  the  news  at  every 
house  he  passed,  and  if  by  chance  he  met  a 
doubting  Thomas  he  gave  expression  to  his 
offended  dignity  by  commanding  such,  by 
virtue  of  his  office  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  the  Town  of  Ellington,  to  hasten  to  the 
place  of  conflict,  armed  and  equipped  for 
battle.  (It  might  here  be  added  that  Hall 
had  come  into  office  as  Justice  just  five 
days  prior  to  the  happening  of  this  event.) 
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The  veteran  miller,  the  late  Henry  Wheeler, 
decided  that  the  place  of  safety  for  his 
little  flock  would  be  in  the  wheel-pit  under 
the  mill,  while  he  stood  picket  on  the  out- 

posts. The  village  schoolhouse  then  stood 

a  little  west  of  the  "Center,"  as  it  was  then 
called,  on  the  road  traveled  by  the  fleet 
messenger.  The  late  Lorenzo  D.  Fairbanks 
was  teaching  and  school  was  in  session; 
and  this  is  what  one  of  the  pupils  present 
on  that  occasion,  the  late  Hon.  Albro  S. 
Brown,  in  a  published  article  years  after- 

ward had  to  say  about  Hall's  appearance 
there:  "A  man  rode  up  to  the  schoolhouse 
door  and  in  a  stentorian  voice  demanded  a 
hearing.  The  teacher  and  several  of  the 
larger  boys  rushed  to  the  door  to  ascertain 
the  cause.  There  we  were  confronted  with 
a  black  horse,  flecked  with  foam  and  be- 

smeared with  mud,  its  rider  apparently 
filled  with  alarm  and  consternation,  and  in 

a  hasty,  loud  and  tremulous  manner,  deliv- 
ered  this   strange   and   startling  message: 

"Turn  out!  turn  out!  the  Indians  are  upon 
us!  The  women  and  children  are  to  be 
taken  to  the  village  for  safety,  and  the  men 
in  arms  ready  for  action  are  to  assemble 

at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Ellsworth!"  And 
away  went  the  messenger  with  the  speed 
of  the  wind,  spreading  the  startling  news 

to  the  right  and  the  left."  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  the  school  was  closed  for  that 
day  and  the  frightened  children  fled  to  their 
homes  for  safety. 

Hall,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  village,  has- 
tened to  inform  Captains  Enoch  Jenkins 

and  Ebenezer  Green,  of  the  militia,  who  im- 
mediately began  to  get  together  such  mem- 

bers of  their  respective  companies  as  they 
could  readily  reach,  and  at  the  same  time 
urging  the  citizens  who  were  provided  with 
arms  to  join  their  commands. 

There  was  a  wild  rush  for  firearms  and 

ammunition  for  defense  or  aggressive  war- 
fare. Some  of  the  inhabitants  chose  to  re- 

main and  guard  their  homes  and  the  families 
of  such  as  took  the  field,  while  others  pro- 

ceeded in  companies  and  squads,  cautiously 
toward  the  seat  of  war. 

Down  the  valley  to  Clear  Creek — then 
called  "Tapshire" — fled  the  rider  of  the 
black  horse,  already  grown  hoarse  from  in- 

cessant shouts  of  warning,  until  he  arrived 
at  the  home  of  Col.  Noble  G.  Knapp.  Knapp 
held  a  commission  from  Gov.  William  L. 
Marcy  as  Colonel  of  the  Two  Hundred 
Eighteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  composed 
of  several  companies  scattered  about  in  the 

adjoining  towns.  Hall  lost  no  time  in  mak- 
ing known  to  the  Colonel  the  gravity  of  the 

situation.  It  is  said  the  Colonel  was  visibly 
affected  and  declared  he  would  need  to  make 
some  necessary  preparation  before  starting, 
as  it  was  "the  custom  of  the  red-skins  to 
always  kill  the  officers  first."  It  is  also  re- 

lated, concerning  the  truth  of  which  the 
writer  does  not  vouch,  that  the  Colonel  took 
down  his  sword  and  proceeded  to  grind  it, 
but  that  his  nervous  hands  bore  more  heavi- 

ly on  the  back  than  the  front  of  the  blacie, 
and  that  before  his  departure  he  bade  an 
affectionate  farewell  to  his  wife  and  child- 

ren, adding  to  the  latter  that  "their  papa 
was  going  away  to  fight  the  Indians  and 

might  never  return."  Finally  the  Colonel, 
with  such  of  his  comrades,  who  as  the  news 

COL.  NOBLE  G,  KNAPP. 

spread,  had  come  to  his  assistance,  proceed- 
ed cautiously  toward  Olds'  Corners  and  to 

the  scene  of  the  conflict.  Hall  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  and  warned  the  people  along  the 

way  and  nearly  completed  a  circuit  of  a 
dozen  miles  or  more  when  his  poor  beast, 
overcome  by  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  fell 
to  the  earth  and  expired — the  only  recorded 

death  resulting  from  the  "Indian  War." 
In  the  meantime  at  Ellsworth's  on  the 

"Big  Ridge,"  recruits  were  arriving  from  the 
country  covered  by  Hall  in  his  flight,  and  all 
was  bustle  and  confusion.  The  vigilant 
eyes  of  the  settlers  there  assembled  scanned 
the  outskirts  of  the  neighboring  woods,  ex- 

pecting every  moment  to  see  the  red-skinned 
savages  emerge  from  their  secret  niding 
places  and  hear  their  blood-curdling  war 
whoops.    Ellsworth,  upon  reflection,  not  just 
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liking  the  idea  of  having  his  house  turned 
into  a  stockade  and  thus  exposing  his  wife 
and  six  children  to  possible  death  and  tor- 

ture, concluded  to  load  them  into  his  ox 
cart  and  move  on  west,  leaving  his  neighbors 
to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  He  had  no 
sooner  commenced  to  put  this  plan  into 
operation  than  the  rest  of  the  party  gave 
him  to  understand  that  if  such  a  move  were 
attempted  they  would  shoot  his  oxen  on  the 
spot.  That  settled  the  matter  and  restored 
his  heroism.  About  this  time  a  lone  horse- 

man was  seen  leasurely  approaching  along 
the  road  from  the  direction  of  the  supposed 
enemy.  All  eyes  were  intently  watching  his 
movements.  Speculation  was  rife  as  to 
what  it  all  meant,  that  any  living  person 
could  exhibit  such  supreme  indifference  in 
the  face  of  imminent  danger.  His  actions 
were  regarded  with  the  keenest  suspicion, 
and  upon  his  arrival,  he  was  immediately 
the  center  of  a  questioning  crowd.  He  ex- 

pressed great  ignorance  and  surprise  at  the 
wonderful  stories  related  to  h!m  by  the  peo- 

ple there  assembled,  and  hastened  to  assure 
them  that  he  had  personally  passed  the 

"dark  and  bloody  ground"  and  had  seen  no 
evidences  of  the  presence  of  the  arch  ene- 

my, and  that  it  could  not  be  possible  that 
there  was  lurking  in  the  neighboring  forests 
the  murderous  foe  whose  appearance  they 
momentarily  expected — all  of  which  fell  on 
deafening  ears.  The  word  was  passed 
around  that  this  fellow  was  a  spy  sent  out 
by  the  enemy  to  disarm  the  fears  of  the 
settlers  and  put  them  off  their  guard — he 
should  be  summarily  dealt  with,  and  a  con- 

ference was  held  pending  his  detention. 
Earnest  words  were  spoken  and  opinions 
clashed  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  this 
fellow;  but  at  length,  after  a  thorough  ques- 

tioning and  cross-questioning,  and  owing  to 
the  man's  apparent  honesty,  wiser  council 
prevailed  and  he  was  allowed  to  proceed, 
but  not  without  many  suspicious  glances 
following  his  movements  as  he  proceeded 
westward  down  the  hill. 

In  other  parts  of  Ellington  people  were 
congregating  and  providing  means  of  de- 

fense as  best  they  could;  women  were  en- 
gaged in  running  bullets  and  otherwise  pro- 
viding the  sinews  of  war.  It  is  said  of  one 

patriotic  citizen,  who,  preferring  solitary 
confinement  to  the  unpleasant  custom  of 
scalp-lifting  as  practiced  by  the  enemy, 
sought  refuge  in  a  hollow  log,  and  there 
remained  until  the  dusky  twilight  made  es- 

cape more  certain. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  the 
struggling  militia  and  armed  citizens,  who 
had  planned  to  approach  the  enemy  from 

the  rear  by  way  of  Olds'  Corners,  with  stra- 
getic  caution,  arrived  at  the  scene  of  the 
trouble  and  ascertained  its  cause.  From 
here  the  news  was  quickly  carried  to  the 
garrison  on  the  hill  of  the  false  alarm,  who 
in  their  exhuberance  of  joy,  discharged  their 
firearms  into  the  air,  thus  causing  trouble 
and  consternation  among  the  women  and 
children  in  the  cellar,  who  thought  the  at- 

tack commenced,  but  their  fears  were  soon 
put  at  rest  and  they  were  released  from 
their  confinement.  Great  was  the  anxiety 
aroused  at  this  meeting,  but  greater  by  far 
was  the  joy  of  the  parting  of  this  heroic 
band,  as  they  turned  their  backs  upon  the 
invisible  foe  and  hastened  to  their  weeping 
families;  but  the  story  kept  going  and  the 
scenes  here  recorded  were  in  a  measure 
re-enacted  at  other  points  and  in  other  lo- 

calities more  remote. 

I  cannot  close  this  paper,  however,  with- 
out adding  an  article  published  in  the  Fre- 

donia  Censor  of  the  date  of  January  17, 
1838,  concerning  this  affair,  which,  while 
faulty  in  many  particulars,  due  no  doubt  to 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  at  that  time  the 
facts  among  so  many  conflicting  rumors,  yet 
it  serves  to  more  truly  portray  the  extent 
to  which  the  excitement  prevailed  among 
the  people  at  that  time  throughout  many 
of  the  eastern  towns  of  the  county.  The 
article  is  head-lined: 

"TERRIBLE  WAR  IN  A  NEW  QUARTER." 

"On  Saturday,  the  Gth  inst.,  several  of  the 
eastern  towns  of  this  county  were  thrown 
into  the  greatest  consternation  by  a  report 
that  got  into  circulation  that  Three  Thous- 

and Indians  from  Canada  had  landed  at  the 
mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek  and  had  made 
their  way  into  the  region  of  the  Conewango 
Valley  and  were  pressing  on,  murdering 
and  scalping  everybody  in  their  way.  An 
express  came  to  Sinclairville  from  the  Col- 

onel of  the  regiment  there,  under  the  great- 
est excitement,  tears  actually  standing  in 

his  eyes.  Immediately  the  rumor  flew.'  All 
the  old  guns  were  instantly  in  requisition, 
many  that  had  remained  dumb  for  years,  un- 

less breaking  silence  at  a  squirrel  hunt — the 
tea  chests  of  all  the  stores  were  rifled  for 
lead,  which  was  immediately  run  into  bullets 
— every  ounce  of  powder  in  the  place  was 
bought  and  a  team  got  up  to  send  to  this 
village  for  more.    Directions  were  given  to 
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the  families  of  those  who  were  going  to 
meet  the  enemy  how  to  secure  themselves 
and  in  short  every  preparation  was  made 
for  a  bloody  encounter. 

"In  the  Town  of  Arkwright  the  excitement 
and  alarm  was,  if  possible,  still  greater. 
During  the  afternoon  and  night  families 
were  flying  from  house  to'  house,  in  some 
cases  half  a  dozen  families  congregating  to- 

gether, the  greatest  dismay  depicted  on 
their  countenances — horses  were  kept  har- 

nessed to  wagons  all  night,  ready  for  in- 
stant flight — weapons  of  defense  of  every 

kind  were  brought  into  requisition,  the  wo- 
men assisting  therein — one  old  lady,  we 

are  informed,  run  a  hundred  bullets.  We 
are  told  the  reason  the  express  did  not 
come  through  from  Arkwright  to  this  vil- 

lage w^s  the  intervention  of  about  a  mile 
of  woods,  into  which  he  did  not  dare  to 
penetrate  for  fear  of  being  waylaid.  A 
horse  on  one  route  we  are  informed,  was 
actually  rode  to  death. 

"But  our  readers  are  probably  anxious  by 
this  time  to  know  what  gave  rise  to  all  this 
hubbub,  and  we  think  it  is  time  to  inform 
them.  Well,  a  drunken  coot  in  the  Village 
of  Rutlege,  which  is  situate  on  the  eastern 
line  of  this  county,  having  taken  his  usual 
deep  potations,  retired  to  the  edge  of  a 
piece  of  woods  and  stretched  himself  out 
upon  a  log  to  sleep  it  off.  A  short  time 
afterward  one  of  bis  children,  a  little  girl, 
discovering  him  in  this  situation,  and  at  the 
same  time  perceiving  a  little  further  on  in 
the  woods  a  couple  of  squaws,  who  were, 
however,  peaceably  employed  in  making 
brooms  or  baskets,  ran  home  in  great  terror 
and  told  her  mother  the  Indians  had  killed 
her  father.  The  mother  spread  the  alarm  in 
the  village  with  the  usual  accompanyments 
— the  couriers  were  sent  off  and  by  the 
time  they  reached  the  next  town  the  num- 

ber of  Indians  were  multiplied  into  three 
thousand!  and  from  this  simple  circum- 

stance arose  all  this  foment  that  for  twenty- 
four  hours  kept  the  inhabitants  in  three  or 
four  towns  in  fear  of  instant  death  by  merci- 

less savages.  And  for  the  time  being  we 
suppose  that  neither  ancient  or  modern 
history  furnishes  a  parallel  to  it. 

"The  marvelous  exploits  of  Sancho  Panza 
upon  the  Island  of  Barrataria,  the  battle  of 
the  Kings,  the  memorable  outbreak  of  the 
Windam  frogs,  when  the  sable  African  ran 
in  terror  to  his  master  exclaiming, 

'Old  Lucifer's  come  and  called  for  his  crew, 
And  you  must  go  massa  and  Elderkin  too,' 

was  not  a  priming  to  this  Indian  War.  The 
next  day,  however,  brought  a  little  sober  re- 

flection, and  with  it  a  feeling  not  much 
more  agreeable  than  that  caused  by  their 
fears.  Like  the  good  people  of  Windham, 
we  understand  those  infected  do  not  wish 
to  say  a  word  upon  the  subject.  We  will, 
therefore,  spare  their  feelings  by  stopping 

where  we  are.' 
So  this  historic  incident  has  ever  since 

come  to  be  spoken  of  by  the  few  survivors 

of  those  days,  as  "The  Indian  War,"  but  to 
the  present  generation  ic  is  largely  an  un- 

known chapter  in  the  county's  historv. 

FRANK   E.  CASE. 

Prominent  in  the  business  circles  of  El- 
lington is  the  wellknown  hardware  merchant 

mentioned  above,  who  has  conducted  his 
present  establishment  since  18G5.  Frank  E. 
Case  is  a  son  of  Salmon  T.  and  Sarah  Sophia 
(Ayres)   Case,  who  settled  in  Ellington  in 

PRANK  E.  CASE. 

1834,  (see  sketch  Hon.  T.  A.  Case),  and  was 
born  August  19,  1837.  Mr.  Case  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 

the  Ellington  Academy.  The  present  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Case  was  inaugurated  in  1865  in 

partnership  with  his  brother,  Theodore  A., 
who  remained  two  years;    J.   H.,  another 
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brother  succeeded  him,  he  also  remaining 
for  two  years,  and  since  1869  Mr.  Case 
has  conducted  the  business  with  constantly 
increasing  success. 

On  January  12,  1859,  he  married  Clemen- 
tine B.  Baldwin,  who  died  October  15,  1879. 

October  17,  1880,  he  married  again,  Amy  B. 
Cook.  His  children  are  Dale  J.  and  Will 
Carleton. 

Mr.  Case  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
his  native  town  for  the  past  twenty-six 
years;  is  a  member  of  Cherry  Creek  Lodge, 
No.  384,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  acquain- 

tances as  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor. 

THEODORE  A.  CASE. 

Theodore  A.  Case  was  born  in  the  Town 
of  Ellington,  New  York,  June  17,  1841.  His 
parents,  Salmon  T.  Case  and  Sarah  Sophia 
lAyres)  Case,  together  with  his  grandfather, 
Eliphalet  Case  and  wife,  settled  in  the  town 
in  1834,  coming  from  Pittsfield,  Massachus- 

etts. In  1835  they  purchased  from  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company  one  hundred  thirty 

acres  on  lot  sixty-three  of  the  town,  on  the 
line  of  the  Old  Chautauqua  Road,  where  tne 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  a  family  of  four  children, 
two  brothers  and  one  sister.  One  brother, 
Frank  E.  Case,  still  survives.  Theodore 
spent  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life 
on  a  farm,  attending  district  school,  and  for 
four  or  five  years,  pursuing  a  course  of  study 
at  Ellington  Academy.  In  18G0  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Hon.  Obed  Edson,  pursu- 

ing the  study  of  law  until  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 

participated  in  most  of  the  sanguinary  en- 
gagements of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 

was  wounded  by  a  ball  through  the  leg,  at 
the  Battle  of  Old  Church,  Virginia,  May 
30,  18G4,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to 
the  recruiting  bureau  of  the  regular  army 
at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  After 
his  return  home  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  for  a  short  time  at  Ellington,  but 
subsequently  resumed  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Charles  B.  Green.  In 
June,  1867,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at 
the  General  Term  of  Court  held  in  Buffalo 
at  that  time.  He  opened  an  office  in  the 
village  where  for  many  years  he  enjoyed 
a  lucrative  practice,  but  owing  to  a  partial 
impairment  of  his  eyes  was  compelled  to 

withdraw  from  active  work  in  that  line, 
but  for  eighteen  years  thereafter  conducted 
a  private  banking  office  in  the  village  which 
he  closed  out  a  few  years  ago. 

In  18G6  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Bagg, 

daughter  of  the  late  Allen  Bagg  of  Elling- 
ton. They  have  one  daughter,  Cora  C, 

wife  of  Clyde  C.  Hill,  of  North  East,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Case  was  first  elected  Supervisor  of 
the  town  in  1874  and  has  served  the  town 
in  that  capacity  for  seventeen  years,  and 
is  still  a  member  of  that  body.  He  was 
nominated  by  the  Republicans  and  elected 
to  the  Assembly,  in  the  old  Second  District 
in  1876-77,  where  he  served  with  credit  to 
himself  and  his  constituents.  He  has  al- 

ways been  a  Republican  :n  politics,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  at  his 

second  election.  He  possesses  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance and  enjoys  the  confidence  and 

esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

SARDIUS  FRISBEE. 

Sardius  Frisbee,  son  of  James  and  Eunice 
(Harris)  Frisbee,  was  born  at  Dewittville 
September  24,  1839,  and  died  at  Ellington 

February  26,  1903.  Subject's  father  was  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  came  to  Chautauqua 
County  when  but  a  mere  boy.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  brickmaker  and  mason  and 

moulded  the  brick  for  the  first  county  build- 
ings in  Chautauqua  County — the  old  jail  and 

court  house.  At  this  time  he  was  a  resident 
of  Dewittville,  but  shortly  afterwards  moved 
into  the  Town  of  Ellery,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  From  Ellery  he  again  removed 
to  Ellington  where  he  lived  eight  years;  he 
died  in  1881,  aged  seventy-one  years.  In 
the  year  1853  he  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Cali- 

fornia and  there  pursued  the  business  of 
brickmaking  for  about  a  year,  when  he  re- 

turned to  the  east.  James  Frisbee  was  a 
man  of  great  eneigy  and  force  of  character, 
somewhat  set  in  his  ways,  but  kindly  withal. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Dewittville  and  regard- 

ed as  conscientious  in  life  and  conduct. 
Sardius  Frisbee  was  brought  up  in  Chau- 

tauqua County  on  the  shore  of  the  famous 
lake  of  that  name,  and  passed  his  youth  in 
a  comparatively  uneventful  way.  He  passed 
through  the  common  schools  and  also  at- 

tended the  academies  at  Mayville  and  Elling- 
ton. Upon  leaving  the  Academy  he  taught 

school  for  two  years,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  some  six  years,  and  in 
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INli'.l  embarked  in  I  lie  mercantile  business 
nl  Ellington,  which  he  successfully  conduct- 

ed until  tils  death, 
Mr,  Frisbee  was  four  times  married.  By 

his  first  wife  he  had  two  daughters  who  died 
in  childhood,  By  ids  second  wife,  Miss 
A.melia  Benedict,  he  hajd  two  sons,  John  B. 
Frisbee,  now  a  practicing  physician  in  the 

City  <>i'  Buffalo,  and  a  younger  son,  Harry 
J,  Frisbee,  l lis  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Fran- 
col  hi,  Shannon,  widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Ed- 

gar Shannon  of  Cattaraugus  County.  His 
last  wife,  [no/.  II.,  survives  him  anil  resides 
in  Ellington.  Mr.  Frisbee  was  lirsl  elected 
Supervisor  of  Ellington  in  L891,  and  was 
re-elected  Cor  three  successive  terms,  serv- 

ing with  credil  to  himself  and  his  constitu- 
ency, and  al  the  lime  of  his  death  was  one 

of  the  Justices  of  (he  Peace  of  (he  (own. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  man  of  gen- 

erous impulses,  genial  habits,  of  strict  in 
tegrity  and  devoted  to  his  Friends  and  to 
the  interest  or  the  community  in  which  he 
lived. 

PERRY  FRISBEE. 

Perry  Frisbee,  a  descendant  from  an  old 
Now  England  family  and  one  of  the  sub- 

stantial, wide  awake  merchants  of  Ellington, 

is  a  son  of  James  and  Eunice  (Harris)  Fris- 
bee, (see  sketch  Sardius  Frisbee),  and  was 

born  at  Dewittvillc  May  14,  1X11.  His  edu- 
cation was  secured  at  the  public  schools, 

Mayville,  Ellington  and  Westfleld  Acade- 
mies, after  which  he  taught  school  for  ten 

yeai's  in  the  Towns  of  Ellery,  Stockton  and 
Ellington.  In  INTO  he  removed  from  Ellery 
to  Ellington  and  engaged  in  the  gristmill 
business  which  he  followed  for  nine  years, 
when  he  embarked  in  his  present,  business, 
lie  has  a  fine  general  and  miscellaneous 
store,  embracing  boots,  shoes,  groceries, 
clothing,  etc.,  which  he  has  successfully  and 
with  profll  conducted  ever  since  his  em- 
ba  rkation. 

On  March  6,  L865,  Mr.  Frisbee  married  M. 
Carfolia  Raid  win  of  Ellington,  who  died  in 
April,  I  SIM).  lie  married  again  January  4, 
IX'.II,  Olive  L.  Sherman  of  Springfield,  Penn- 

sylvania. His  children  by  his  first  wife 
were:  Maude  Inez,  died  in  infancy;  II. 
Iturke  Frisbee,  born  March  2(i.  1875,  a  trav- 

eling salesman,  he  married  April  11,  1894, 
Marie  I  in  ins,  daughter  of  Rev.  H.  M.  Burns. 

Mr.  Frisbee  is  a.  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  which  be  has  been  a 
Steward  Cor  twenty  years;  a  man  of  sterling 
Worth,  exemplary  habits  and  conscientious conduct. 

ON  THE  1U1.1.S  OK  CHAUTAUQUA. 
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French  Creek  was  formed  from  Cly- 
mer  April  23,  1829.  It  takes  its  name 
from  the  stream  watering  the  town, 

which  was  early  used  by  the  French  in 
their  military  expeditions,  and  contains 

twenty-one  thousand  eight  hundred 
thirty-two  acres.  Its  surface  is  hilly, 
broken  by  the  valleys  of  French  Creek 
and  its  tributaries.  The  main  stream 

enters  the  town  on  the  north  line,  on 

lot  twenty-four,  about  two  miles  from 
the  northeast  corner  and  running  in  a 

southwesterly  direction,  leaving  the 

town  and  state  on  lot  fifty-eight,  about 
one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the 
southwest  corner.  This  stream,  in  its 

zigzag  course,  is  a  great  annoyance  to 
the  inhabitants  on  account  of  the  height 
to  which  the  water  rises  in  times  of 

freshets.  The  town  is  cut  by  its  val- 
leys into  three  ridges ;  two  running 

nearly  east  and  west,  separated  by  the 

Beaver  Meadow  Valley  ;  the  other  run- 
ning north  and  south,  and  separated 

from  the  former  by  the- valley  of  French 
Creek.  These  ridges  rise  in  some 
places  two  hundred  fifty  feet.  Most  of 
their  sides  is  tillable  and  well  adapted 

to  grazing,  but  some  places  are  steep. 
The  soil  varies  from  heavy  clay  to  a 
gravelly  loam  ;  there  are  small  deposits 

of  muck  along  the  creek.  The  hill  tops 
are  generally  wet,  being  underlaid  by 
stiff,  hard  clay,  impregnated  with  oxide 
( >f  iron. 

The  French  Creek  flat  varies  in  width 

f-rom  a  pass  but  little  wider  than  the 
bed  of  the  stream  to  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  and  is  about  three 

miles  long.  The  Beaver  Meadow  flat 
is  so  called  from  the  appearance  of  its 

having  been  occupied  by  beavers.  The 

meadow  was  covered  by  alders.  At  one 

time  there  were  many  pine  and  balsam 
or  fir  trees  along  the  edges,  and  on 
what  were  islands  at  the  time  it  was 

occupied  by  the  beavers.  In  the  south 
part  of  the  town  is  another  beaver 
meadow,  a  small  one,  on  lot  nine,  the 

dam  of  which  is  quite  perfect.  The 
water  from  this  meadow  flows  into  Hare 

Creek,  which  takes  a  southerly  course. 
There  was  a  third  beaver  meadow  on 

the  west  branch  of  the  creek,  on  lot 

forty-seven.  This  town  is  adapted  to 
dairying.  Its  cool  nights  and  heavy 

dews  keep  the  grass  in  better  condition 
than  the  drier  climate  of  the  lake  shore, 

though  many  fruits  can  not  be  raised 

on  account  of  frost.  The  representa- 
tive agriculturist  is  H.  R.  Case,  who  in 

addition  to  lumbering,  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  dairying,  and  owns  a  large 

creamery,  a  stock  farm  of  fifteen  hun- 

dred acres,  a  store,  sawmill,  and  a  grist- 
mill. Near  the  southwest  corner  is  a 

circular  cranberry  bog,  which  was  given 

the  name  of  "Possum."  Indications  of 

petroleum  occur  on  lot  twenty-one. 
The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in 

March,  1830,  at  the  house  of  William 
Hooper.  These  officers  were  elected : 

Supervisor,  Alexander  Wilson ;  Town 
Clerk,  Isaiah  Golding ;  Assessors,  John 
Gotham,  NathanielThompson,  Silas  W. 

Hatfield ;  Collector,  William  Thomp- 
son ;  Overseers  of  Poor,  Paul  Colburn, 

Augustus  Bolles ;  Commissioners  of 

Highways,  Parley  Bloss,  John  Gotham, 
Royal  Herrick ;  Commissioners  of 

Schools,  William  Hooker,  S.  O.  Col- 
burn, Eli  Belknap;  Inspectors  of 

Schools.  D.  H.  Peck,  A.  Noble,  Eph- 
raim      Dean ;      Constables,  William 
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Thompson,  George  Adams;  Justice, 
Ephraim  Dean. 

The  first  settlers  came  from  Oswego, 

Essex  and  Oneida  Counties  during  the 

War  of  1 812.  Andy  Nobles  is  said  by 
some  to  have  been  here  in  181 1.  He 

located  on  lot  forty-four.  John  Cleve- 
land was  on  lot  thirty-one  in  1812,  Ros- 

well  Coe  on  lot  thirty-nine,  Nathaniel 
Thompson  on  lot  nine  in  1813;  Anion 
Beebe  and  Gardner  Cleveland  probably 

settled  the  same  year.  Young  says  that 
the  first  school  was  taught  by  Polly 

Forbes   in    T817.    Child   says   it  was 

lilBDSAI.I.  COE. 
First  male  child  born  in  the  Town  of  French  Creek. 

taught  by  a  Chitsey  in  1818.  Child  says 

"the  first  death  was  that  of  a  son  of 
Nathaniel  Thompson,  drowned  in 

French  Creek."  Young  gives  the  first 
death  as  that  of  a  child  of  J.  Inglesby 

hi  1818.  "The  first  tavern  was  kept  by 
William  Graves,  who  built  the  first 

grist  mill,  both  in  1822,  and  the  first 
store  was  kept  in  one  end  of  the  grist 

mill  by  John  Dodge."  Parkley  Bloss 
located  on  lot  forty-six  in  1815.  Fie 
was  the  first  Highway  Commissioner 

and  did  surveying  with  a  pocket  com- 

pass and  used  a  rope  as  a  surveyor's 
chain.  He  had  ten  children ;  his  sons 

were  Aden,  Parley,  William,  Reuben, 

Calvin,  Richard,  Benjamin.  He  died  in 

1852  aged  seventy-five  years.  His  son 
William  was  a  noted  hunter ;  one  win- 

ter before  January  1st  he  had  shot  for- 

ty-nine deer  with  his  father's  open- 
sight  flint-lock  rifle.  Many  wonderful 
authenticated  tales  are  told  of  his  ad- 

ventures and  exploits  in  cutting  wood 
and  other  labors.  In  T870,  when  sixty 

years  old,  in  one  day  he  walked  a  mile 
and  cut  down  the  trees  for,  and  cut  into 

twenty-two  inch  lengths,  three  and  one- 
half  cords  of  wood.  This  whole  family 

were  energetic  workers  and  did  much 
to  clear  up  the  lands  of  the  town. 
Gardiner  Case,  a  soldier  of  1812,  some 

years  after  that  war,  came  to  French 
Creek  and  was  a  permanent  settler. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Case  is  his  son.  Silas 

Terry  settled,  probably  in  1820,  on  lot 

two,  where  he  bought  land  in  1821,  com- 
ing from  Harmony  where  he  settled  in 

1816  and  later  married  Pollv  Powers. 

He  resided  in  French  Creek  until  1855. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  important  men 

of  the  new  town,  was  Justice  for  sixteen 

years  and  was  Collector  of  Clvmer  in 
1821,  which  then  included  Sherman, 

French  Creek  and  Mina.  The  tax  col- 
lected that  year  in  this  town  was  about 

eight  hundred  dollars.  He  was  also 

Collector  four  years  later.  He  was  Sup- 
ervisor of  French  Creek  in  1844-5-8, 

and  in  1840.  Member  of  Assembly.  Of 

his  nine  children  Seward  W.  was  Cap- 

tain of  Company  G,  Forty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers,  in  the  Civil  W  ar,  and 

was  killed  at  Spottsylvania  ;  Cassius  M. 
became  a  Congregational  clergyman  ; 

Mary  R.  married  Hon.  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions ;  Lawyer  S.,  made  his  home 

in  French  Creek.  Nehemiah  Royce  set- 
tled on  lot  nineteen  in  1825.  lie  was 

Supervisor  seven  years.  Almond  Steph- 
en Park,  son  of  Elijah  Park,  was  born 
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December  22,  1814,  in  Granville,  Wash- 
ington County.  In  1828  he  came  to 

this  county.  April  27,  1834,  he  married 
Rhoda  Ann  Baker  and  settled  in  French 

Creek  in  1836.  Their  children  are  El- 
enor,  Eliza,  Lyman  Joseph,  George 
Andrew,  Lewis  Henry,  Sarah  Jane  and 
Laura  Ann.  Mr.  Park  represented  his 
town  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in 

the  year  1863.  Lewis  H.  Park  was 

born  March  2,  1843.-  He  married  Mary 
M.  Myers,  November  14,  1869.  Mrs. 
Park  is  of  German  descent.  Their  son, 

Andrew  Stephen  Park,  was  born  March 

4,  1892.  Lewis  H.  Park,  and  his  brother 
George  A.,  are  enterprising  farmers  in 
French  Creek  and  reside  in  the  north- 

eastern part  of  the  town.  The  Durfee 
family  also  settled  in  the  same  section. 

A.  M.  Durfee,  a  farmer,  is  a  representa- 
tive of  the  family. 

The  settlers  began  raising  cattle, 
sheep  and  hogs,  but  for  several  years 
the  sheep  had  to  be  kept  at  night  in 
log  barns,  both  summer  and  winter,  to 
protect  them  from  the  wolves,  which 

were  very  plentiful  at  this  time.    It  was 

MRS.  GARDNER  CASE. 

nothing  new  for  a  man  to  go  out  to  his 
barn  in  the  morning  and  find  a  hard 

path  tramped  in  the  snow,  all  around 
the  barn,  made  by  the  wolves  in  their 
efforts  to  get  at  the  sheep.  Game  of  all 
kinds  was  very  plentiful,  and  the  people 
procured  a  little  ready  money  by  the 

sale  of  their  furs,  the  flesh  of  some  being 
also  valuable  for  food.  Clothes,  boots 
arid  shoes  were  all  homemade  and  the 

mothers  in  the  earlier  days  were  kept 

pretty  busy  making  the  clothes  for  their 
families. 

Many  thrilling  tales  were  told  by  the 
men  and  boys  of  those  days,  of  their 
experiences  and  narrow  escapes  from 

the  wild  animals  which  infested  this  reg- 
ion, and  the  majority  of  such  stories 

were  not  without  their  humorous  as 

well  as  serious  side.  So  dense  was  the 

growth  of  timber  over  this  section  that 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  close  watch 

of  the  land  marks,  to  prevent  one's  be- 
ing lost,  as  it  was  there  were  many 

startling  experiences  in  this  line,  one  in 
particular  of  two  children  of  Samuel 
French,  who  with  his  wife  and  five  sons 
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settled  on  lot  eleven  in  1825.  The  two 

youngest  of  the  children,  Prescot,  aged 
five,  and  Franklin,  aged  three  years,  on 
the  afternoon  of  April  18,  1826,  started 

to  go  to  a  neighbor's  on  the  middle 
part  of  lot  three,  by  a  path  through  the 
woods  and  distant  about  one  and  one- 

half  miles.  Coming  to  a  clearing  and 

seeing  no  house,  they  turned  about  and 
strayed  from  the  path  and  were  lost  in 

the  wilderness.  Night  came  on  and 

they  lay  down  by  the  roots  of  a  large 
tree.  In  the  meantime  a  search  was 

commenced,  the  neighbors  were  rallied 
and  with  torches  and  lanterns  the  hunt 

was  continued  until  midnight  without 
success.  The  hunters  themselves  were 

lost  in  the  dense  forest  and  found  them- 

selves always  returning  to  the  point 
from  which  they  started.  The  next 

morning  the  search  was  resumed  and 
continued  until  night  without  success. 

A  cold  rain  had  set  in  and  the  howling 
of  wolves  was  heard  in  the  direction  the 

children  were  supposed  to  have  taken, 

their  tracks  having  been  seen  in  the 

ashes  of  a  sugar  camp  near  Mr.  Thomp- 

son's clearing.  On  Sunday  morning 
about  two  hundred  persons  having  as- 

sembled, a  Captain  and  Lieutenant  were 

chosen,  whose  orders  the  company 
agreed  to  obey  and  a  line  was  formed 

along  the  highway  from  Clymer  west, 
the  east  end  of  the  line  to  be  on  the 

town  line,  and  the  men  to  keep  about 
four  rods  apart.  They  were  to  march 

north  across  the  valley,  then  to  move 
westward  the  length  of  the  line  and 
march  south  to  the  road  from  which 

they  started ;  they  were  to  march  and 
scour  the  woods  by  courses  and  not  to 

speak  a  word  or  fire  a  gun  until  the 

children  were  found.  After  crossing 

and  re-crossing  the  valley  until  they 
had  reached  the  north  side  on  lot  twen- 

ty, a  council  was  called  and  it  was 
agreed  that  as  the  next  time  across 

would  take  as  far  west  as  it  was  possi- 

ble for  the  children  to  go,  if  they  did 

not  find  them  before  reaching  the  other 
side,  another  council  should  be  held. 

When  they  had  gone  about  half  way 
across  the  alder  bottom,  the  man  at  the 

west  end  of  the  line,  stooping  to  tie 

his  shoe,  looking  backward  under  his 
right  arm,  saw  the  head  of  one  of  the 

boys  who  stood  trying  to  pull  the  bark 

from  a  moose-wood  twig,  he  raised  his 

head  and  shouted,  "I  have  found  them." 
The  shout  was  carried  along  the  whole 

line  and  guns  and  horns  announced  to 
the  anxious  waiters,  the  joyful  tidings. 

The  younger  boy  was  lying  insensible 
at  the  roots  of  a  small  pine  tree  which 

they  had  reached  the  night  before. 

They  had  tasted  nothing  but  leek  leaves 
which  were  too  strong  to  be  eaten. 

John  Heath  and  William  Tyler  now 
started  to  see  which  of  them  should 

first  carry  the  news  to  the  anxious 
mother.  Heath  reached  the  door  a  few 

steps  ahead,  crying  "found  them  both 
alive,"  and  fell  exhausted  on  the  floor. 
The  boys  both  lived  to  become  men. 

Religious  History. 

French  Creek  was  included  in  1816  in 

the  parochial  charge  of  Rev.  Karl  Wil- 
helm  (Charles  Williams)  Colson,  an 

early  Lutheran  missionary  to  the  scat- 
tered Germans  in  (  >hio,  Northwestern 

Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  localities. 

The  early  log  cabins  on  French  Creek- 
no  doubt  reverberated  to  his  eloquence 
before  the  visits  of  the  clergy  who  or- 

ganized churches.  He  was  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Nathan  Brown  of  James- 

town. The  first  religious  services  to 
form  a  church  were  held  in  1818  on  lot 

forty-six,  at  the  house  of  Alanson  Root 
by  Elder  Ashford,  who,  in  1821,  organ- 

ized a  Baptist  Church  in  a  log  school- 
house  on  lot  fifty-six.  Among  the  first 
members  were  Nathaniel  and  W  illiam 

Thompson,  William  Adams,  A.  M.  Hig- 
gins,  the  wives  of  all  of  these,  Roswell 
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Coe,  Anion  Beebe.  This  church  had  a 
brief  existence,  most  of  the  members 

removing"  from  the  town.  Several  sub- 
sequent abortive  attempts  to  keep  up  a 

Baptist  Church  were  made.  A  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in 

the  northwest  part  1830  by  Rev.  J.  K. 

Hallock  and  Rev.  J.  Chandler.  The 

members  were  Isaiah  and  Betsey  Gold- 
ing,  and  William  and  Amy  Adams. 
Moses  Olds  and  wife  and  Mrs.  Bowles 

were  early  members.  The  society  built 

a  fine  country  church  costing  two  thous- 
and dollars  on  lot  forty-six  in  1858, 

which  was  completed,  painted  and  car- 
peted in  1867.  This  society  received 

fifty  acres  of  "gospel  land"  from  the 
Holland  Land  Company.  It  was  on  lot 

thirty,  and  was  sold  by  order  of  the 

County  Court  and  the  money  used  in 
building  the  church.  A  Christian 

Church,  in  which  the  ceremony  of  wash- 
ing feet  was  literally  carried  out,  was 

formed  in  1834,  with  a  membership  of 

twenty-four,  among  them  Benjamin 
and  Calvin  Bloss. 

Supervisors. 

1830-31-32,  Alexander  Wilson,  Jr. ; 

1833,  Nathaniel  Thompson;  1834-35- 

36-37,  Ira  F.  Gleason ;  1838,  Daniel 
Hooker;  1839-40-41-42,  Philo  S.  Haw- 

ley;  1843,  David  L.  Gleason;  1844-45, 
Silas  Terry  ;  1846-47,  Nehemiah  Royce; 
1848,  Silas  Terry;  1849,  Nehemiah 
Royce;  1850,  Thomas  D.  Jones;  1851, 

Nehemiah  Royce  ;  1852,  Philo  S.  Haw- 

ley  ;  1853-54-55,  Nehemiah  Royce; 
1856,  John  Sliter  ;  1857,  Marvin  Hook- 

er; 1858,  Stephen  W.  Steward;  1859-60, 
Hibbard  W.  Fenton ;  1861-62,  Reuben 

J.  Beach;  1863,  Almond  S.  Park;  1864- 

65,  Lawyer  S.  Terry;  1866-67,  Dana  P. 
Horton ;  1868-69,  James  A.  Merry; 

1870,  Dexter  M.  Hapgood ;  1871-72, 
Henry  R.  Case  ;  1873,  John  Jones  ;  1874, 

H.  R.  Parsons  ;  1875,  John  Jones  ;  1876- 

77,  Reuben  J.  Beach  ;  1878,  Orson  Allis  ; 

1879,  Nehemiah  Royce;  1880-81-82, 
Henry  R.  Case;  1883,  Orson  Allis; 

1884-85,  Edward  Jaquins ;  1886-87-88, 
Henry  R.  Case;  1889,  James  Rhoades ; 

1890-91,  George  I.  Hapgood;  1892-93, 

Henry  R.  Jones;  1894-95-96-97-98-99- 
00-01-02-03-04,  Henry  R.  Case. 

HENRY   R.  CASE. 

Henry  R.  Case,  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
of  French  Creek  for  twenty-one  years,  is  a 
son  of  Gardiner  and  Lucy  (Cutting)  Case, 
and  was  born  in  the  Town  of  French  Creek 
April  28,  1839.  While  a  large  stream  of 
pioneer  settlers  came  direct  in  Chautauqua 
County  from  Massachusetts,  the  parent  col- 

ony of  New  England,  an  indirect  stream  of 
considerable  size  came  from  the  Bay  State 
through  minor  colonies  of  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut  and  Vermont,  in  which  it  had 
been  arrested  in  its  westward  course  for 
a  generation  in  the  lives  of  the  fathers,  but 
moved  forward  in  the  adventurous  spirit 
of  the  sons  who  crossed  the  confines  of 
eastern  civilization  and  made  homes  for 
themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great 
Lakes.  Among  the  families  of  English  de- 

scent in  Massachusetts  who  moved  to  Ver- 
mont, were  the  Cases  and  Cuttings,  and  of 

-the  next  generation,  which  was  born  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  Rev.  Joseph  Case 
and  David  Cutting,  the  grandfathers  of  Mr. 
Case,  became  early  settlers  in  Chautauqua 
County,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
they  died.  Rev.  Joseph  Case  was  a  minister 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  while  David 
Cutting  was  a  farmer  and  served  likewise 
in  the  second  War  for  Independence.  Gard- 

iner Case  (father)  was  born  on  his  father's 
Massachusetts  farm  and  served  on  the  Can- 

adian frontier  in  the  war  in  which  his  father 
and  afterwards  father-in-law  were  soldiers. 
Sometime  after  peace  had  been  ratified  be- 

tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
he  came  to  Chautauqua  County,  where  he 
settled  in  the  Town  of  French  Creek,  in 
which  he  was  a  resident  until  his  death  Feb- 

ruary 20,  1860,  at  seventy-one  years  of  age. 
His  wife  was  Lucy  Cutting,  who  was  born 
in  Vermont  April  7,  1799,  and  died  April, 
1871.  To  Gardiner  and  Lucy  Case  were 

born  in  their'  western  home  five  sons  and 
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two  daughters:  Luther  H.,  a  carpenter  of 
Brocton,  who  owns  and  operates  a  vine- 

yard; Homer,  a  farmer  of  Bremer  County, 
Iowa;  Joseph,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Montana;  Darwin,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 

ing in  the  Town  of  Ripley;  Henry  R.;  Ziba, 
widow  of  Eli  N.  Brown,  and  Lucy,  wife  of 
P.  N.  Cross,  now  of  the  Town  of  French 
Creek,  but  formerly  a  merchant  of  Corry, 
Pennsylvania. 
Henry  R.  Case  was  reared  on  a  farm,  at- 

tended the  common  schools  of  his  town  and 
engaged  in  farming  as  his  first  business  in 
life.  In  18C>1  the  oil  fields  of  Venango  Coun- 

ty, Pennsylvania,  attracted  his  attention  as 
offering  superior  advantages  to  investors 
and  as  being  far  more  profitable  than  in- 

vestments in  farming  could  possibly  be  at 
that  time.  He  leased  property  in  that  coun- 

ty, and  for  four  years  was  engaged  as  an 
oil  producer.  During  the  early  part  of  that 
time  he  was  seriously  burned  and  lost  the 
sight  of  one  of  his  eyes  at  a  flowing  well 
which  caught  fire  and  burned  nineteen  oth- 

ers to  death.  These  injuries  which  he  re- 
ceived prevented  his  entering  the  war  and 

when  he  quit  operating  oil  in  18G4,  he  em- 
barked in  the  feed  and  grocery  business  at 

Pioneer,  on  Oil  Creek,  which  he  followed 

for  about  five  years.  He  'then  became  a member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Cross  & 
Case,  at  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  which  lasted 
for  eight  years.  In  1872  he  resumed  his 
operations  at  French  Creek,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  shingle 
manufacturing  business  ever  since.  In  No- 

vember, 1888,  he  was  elected  by  the  Repub- 
lican Party  as  Sheriff  of  Chautauqua  County 

and  assumed  charge  of  that  office  January 
1,  1889.  Previous  to  this  he  had  served 
for  nine  years  as  Supervisor  of  French 
Creek,  and  in  1873  was  appointed  as  a  Loan 
Commissioner  by  the  Governor  of  New 
York. 

January  1,  1861,  he  married  Mary  Hub- 
bard, daughter  of  Jonas  L.  Hubbard  of  this 

county.  In  18G2  Mrs.  Case  died  and  on 
December  25,  18G5,  Mr.  Case  united  in  mar- 

riage with  Susanna  Hubbard,  a  sister  to 
his  former  wife,  who  died  August  20,  1900. 

H.  R.  Case  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  Party,  which  has  al- 

ways received  his  undivided  and  active  sup- 
port. His  time  has  chiefly  been  devoted  to 

his  various  business  enterprises.  In  addi- 
tion to  lumbering  he  is  largely  interested 

in  dairying  and  owns  a  large  creamery.  He 
also  owns  a  valuable  stock  farm  of  fifteen 

hundred  acres,  which  is  tillable  and  well 
adapted  to  grazing.  He  is  a  member  of 
Columbus  Lodge,  No.  104,  Free  and  Accept- 

ed Masons,  at  Columbus,  and  Clymer  Lodge 
No.  51,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
of  Clymer;  Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  2G3, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
Mr.  Case  has  always  been  diligent,  energetic 
and  active  in  every  business  enterprise  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged.  As  a  business 
man  he  has  been  successful,  as  a  citizen  he 
has  liberal  ideas  as  to  public  affairs,  as  a 
Sheriff  he  was  prompt  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty  of  that  important 
office,  and  as  Supervisor  he  has  rendered 
valuable  services  to  his  town  and  county. 
For  the  past  twenty  years  the  improve- 

ments at  the  County  Farm  were  made  under 
his  personal  supervision. 

JAMES  RHOADES. 

James  Rhoades  was  born  in  Cranberry, 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  24, 
1841,  and  moved  to  French  Creek  in  March, 
1855.  He  married  Emma  A.  Coe,  daughter 
of  Birdsale  Coe,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
town,  January  14,  18G8.  Their  children  are 
Frank  B.  F.,  Dana  C,  Lottie  M.  Mr. 
Rhoades  was  Supervisor  of  French  Creek  in 
1889  and  has  held  various  other  town  offices. 

RICHARD  O'BRIEN. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  not  born  with  a  silver 
spoon  in  his  mouth,  for  both  of  his  parents, 

Daniel  and  Jane  O'Brien,  died  when  he  was 
but  five  years  of  age.  Two  years  later,  in 
charge  of  some  family  friends,  he  bade 
good-bye  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where,  on 
December  12,  18G5,  he  first  saw  the  light, 
and  was  brought  to  French  Creek.  He  at- 

tended the  public  schools,  and  between 
terms  worked  as  a  young  but  lusty  farm 
hand.  He  had  the  advantages  of  two  terms 
at  the  Wattsburg  High  School  and  then  took 
a  course  at  a  commercial  college  in  Titus- 
ville,  Pennsylvania. 

In  1889  Sheriff  Case  appointed  Mr.  O'Brien 
has  office  Deputy,  and  this  employment  was 
continued  until  1892,  when  the  late  Victor 
A.  Albro.  then  County  Clerk,  selected  the 
young  Deputy  Sheriff  as  excellent  material 
for  the  performance  of  public  duties  requir- 

ing accuracy,  diligence  and  integrity.  Mr. 
O'Brien  became  successively  Recording 
Clerk,  Searching  Clerk  and  on  January  1, 
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1898,  Deputy  Clerk  under  Clerk  Gallup;  a 
position  which  he  held  until  1903  when  he 
was  chosen  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Pub- 

lic Buildings  at  Albany,  which  he  now  holds 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

Mr.  O'Brien  is  a  member  of  Mayville 
Lodge  No.  284,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  has  been  through  all  the 
chairs,  and  is  one  of  the  youngest  Past 
Grands  in  the  state;  a  member  of  Jamestown 

Lodge,  No.  2G3,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  interested  in  real  es- 

tate and  is  Secretary  of  the  Mary  Washing- 
ton Land  and  Improvement  Company. 

Always  a  Republican  Mr.  O'Brien  wields 
no  little  influence  in  this  county  full  of  Re- 

publicans. His  personal  popularity  and  un- 
obtrusive manners  gain  for  his  opinions  a 

high  degree  of  respect. 

THE  CHILDHKN'S  HOME  — UEKKY   N .  Y . 
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BY  JOHN  F.  PHELPS. 

JOHN  F.  PULPS. 

Gerry  was  formed  from 

Pomfret  June  I,  1812.  El- 
lington including  Ch  er  r  y 

Creek,  was  taken  off  in  1824, 

and  Charlotte  in  1829.  It 
was  named  from  Elbridge 

Gerry,  a  signer  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  and 

a  Vice  President.  It  lies, 
southeast  of  the  center  of  the 

county,  is  hounded  on  the  north  by 
Charlotte,  east  by  Ellington,  south  by 

Ellicott,  west  by  Ellery  and  Stockton, 
and  comprises  township  three,  range 

eleven,  and  contains  thirty-six  square 
miles.  The  highest  hills  are  in  the 
northeastern  and  southwestern  sec- 

tions, their  summits  being  four  hundred 
feet  above  the  Cassadaga  Valley  and 
seventeen  hundred  feet  above  the  ocean. 

The  wide  and  fertile  Cassadaga  Valley 

extends  from  the  northwest  part  south- 
easterly to  its  southern  boundary,  and 

averages  two  miles  wide.  Through  it 
runs  the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny  V alley  & 
Pittsburg  Railroad,  built  in  1871.  Gerry 

Station  is  seven  hundred  twenty-two 
feet  and  Sinclairville  Station  seven  hun- 

dred fifty-seven  feet  above  Lake  Erie. 
Cassadaga  Creek,  a  large,  slow,  crooked 

stream,  flowing  southerly  through  the 
valley  is  the  principal  water  course. 
The  other  streams  are  Mill  Creek, 

which  empties  into  the  Cassadaga  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  town.  E.  A. 

Ross  says :  "Mill  Creek  takes  its  source 
by  two  branches,  one  from  Arkwright 
and  one  from  Cherry  Creek,  and  flows 

southwesterly  through  Charlotte  and 

part  of  Gerry.    The  lower  mill  on  this 

stream  was  located  half  way  between 
the  Cassadaga  and  Sinclairville,  and  was 

built  by  John  McAllister  on  land  later 

owned  by  his  son  James."  Hatch  Creek 
rises  in  the  northeastern  part,  flows 

southerly  through  the  Village  of  Gerry 

and  empties  into  the  Cassadaga.  Fol- 
som  Creek  rises  in  the  northeastern 

part,  flows  nearly  south  into  Ellicott 
and  into  the  Cassadaga.  The  town  is 
well  adapted  to  grazing  and  dairying, 

and  the  valley  is  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  corn  and  other  grains.    The  soil  of 

ELBRIDGE  GERRY. 
After  whom  the  town  of  Gerry  was  named 

the  uplands  is  clay  loam,  that  of  the  val- 
leys sand  loam. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  present 

Town  of  Gerry  was  an  unbroken  wil- 
derness up  to  1 81 5,  although  in  the 

northern  part  contiguous  to  Sinclair- 
ville a  few  settlements  had  been  made 

as  early  as  1810.  In  181 5  several  fami- 
lies, all  from  Vermont,  including  those 

of  William  Alverson,  Porter  Phelps, 
Dexter  and  Nathan  Hatch,  and  Reuben 

and  Solomon  Fessenden,  plunged  into 

the  unbroken  pine  forest  bordering  the 

Cassadaga  Creek  on  the  east  and  com- 
menced carving  out  the  new  settlement 

called  Vermont.    These  were  soon  fol- 
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lowed  by  many  others,  nearly  all  from 
the  Towns  of  Guilford  and  Halifax, 

Windham  County.  They  came  with  ox 

teams  and  on  foot,  imbued  with  the  sub- 
lime courage  of  the  true  pioneer.  Among 

the  family  names  we  note  Bucklin,  Cut- 

ting, Shepardson,  Mathews,  Pratt,  Salis- 
bury, Starr,  Cobb  and  many  others. 

These  pioneers  found  themselves  sub- 
ject to  laws  unknown  in  the  old  Ver- 

mont. In  1813  the  first  town  meeting 

in  Gerry  was  held  at  the  house  of  Sam- 
uel Sinclair,  when  the  following  town 

law  was  enacted :    "Ox  sleds  to  be  four 

WILI.AHD  BUCKLIN. 

feet  in  'wedth.'  Penalty  for  being 
'cetched'  on  the  road  with  an  ox  sled 

less  than  four  feet  wide,  five  dollars." 
The  American  hog  was  also  placed  un- 

der restrictions  at  that  time,  not  being 
allowed  to  run  common  without  a  suit- 

able yoke. 

The  work  of  home  making  progressed 
rapidly,  log  houses  were  built,  clearings 
made,  a  road  was  early  cut  through  to 
Sinclairville,  a  distance  of  five  miles, 

and  roads  opened  in  other  directions. 
The  first  official  recognition  of  the  name 

Vermont  to  this  locality  we  find  in  the 

town  records  of  1818:  "A  survey  of  a 
road  beginning  at  a  pine  stump  near 

James  Bucklin's  house,  said  stump 
standing  in  the  highway  now  designated 

by  the  name  of  Vermont."  In  1820 
James  Bucklin  opened  a  hotel  which 

caused  the  place  to  be  known  as  "Buck- 
lin's Corners."  In  1822  a  postoffice  was 

established  called  Vermont  with  Dexter 
Hatch  as  Postmaster. 

The  character  of  these  pioneers  was 

what  might  be  expected  from  their  an- 
cestry and  environments.  Economical 

and  industrious  they  were  compelled  to 

be.  Hardy  and  vigorous  their  method 
of  living  had  made  them.  Honesty  and 

probity  of  character  were  instilled  by 

fheir  New  England  education.  Coming 
from  the  same  locality  they  were  like 

one  family  in  their  new  homes.  All  be- 
ing more  or  less  dependent,  each  was 

ready  to  help  the  other.  Much  of  the 
labor  was  performed  by  gatherings 

termed  "bees."  Had  one  a  building  to 
move  all  the  owners  of  ox  teams  within 

a  radius  of  two  or  three  miles  were  invit- 

ed to  come  on  a  certain  day.  The  build- 

ing was  placed  upon  heavy  "runners" 
and  fifteen  or  twentyyokes  of  oxenwere 
attached  to  each  runner  and  at  the  word 
of  command  and  amid  the  din  and 

shouts  of  strong-lunged  teamsters  the 

chains  would  tighten  and  the  creaking- 
building  move  towards  its  destination, 
[t  might  be  a  few  rods  away  or  it  might 
be  a  mile,  the  time  taken  might  be  an 
hour  or  it  might  extend  into  the  night 
— when  it  was  finished  it  was  without 

money  and  without  price.  The  thanks 

of  the  owner  paid  it  all.  There  were 

also  logging,  chopping  and  husking 
bees,  and  barn  raisings.  In  sickness  and 

death  no  professional  nurses  or  under- 
takers were  employed.  The  doctor  or 

the  minister  together  with  the  neigh- 
bors, cared  for  the  SICK  and  buried  the 

dead.  The  manufacture  of  lumber  and 

shingles  early  became  one  of  the  leading 
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industries  of  the  place.  These  were 

rafted  down  the  river  and  although  sold 
at  a  very  low  price  the  business  was  of 
great  benefit  to  the  community,  both  in 

bringing  in  money  and  clearing  away 
the  dense  pine  forest.  In  1822  Caleb 
Mathews  commenced  the  manufacture 

of  pottery  on  his  farm  east  of  Vermont 
Corners.  This  was  carried  on  success- 

fully on  a  small  scale  for  a  few  years. 
About  this  time  Solomon  Fessenden 

established  a  brickyard  and  for  many 

years  supplied  brick  of  superior  quality 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  central  portion 

SIDNEY   H.  PALMER. 

of  the  county.  In  1838  and  1839  a  craze 
for  manufacturing  developed  in  the 

northern  portion  of  V ermont  settle- 
ment and  three  factories  were  built  for 

the  production  of  wooden  pails,  wooden 
bowls  and  veneering  respectively.  This 
movement  gained  for  the  neighborhood 
the  title  of  New  Pittsburg  which  it  held 

locally  for  a  number  of  years.  These 

enterprises  met  failure  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  veneer  business  which  has 

grown  from  this  small  beginning  to  one 
of  great  importance.  Here  in  1845 

Riley  Greenleaf,  who  was  a  genius  in 

mechanics,  invented  and  put  in  success- 
ful operation  the  first  machine  for  cut- 
ting veneers  in  a  continuous  sheet  from 

the  surface  of  a  slowly  revolving  log. 

These  machines  are  now  universally 
used  wherever  this  business  is  carried 
on. 

One  of  the  largest  factories  in  the 

United  States  is  located  at  Gerry  Vil- 
lage and  is  owned  and  managed  in  part 

by  John  Strong  who  used  the  first  ma- 
chine made  over  half  a  century  ago. 

A  general  store  was  opened  at  Ver- 
mont by  Howard  B.  Blodgett  in  1826 

He  was  succeeded  by  Norman  Gurnsey. 

Sidney  E.  Palmer,  his  clerk  became 
the  owner  of  the  store  and  goods  in 

1838.  Mr.  Palmer  was  afterwards  made 
Postmaster,  his  commission  bearing 

date  August  1,  1841.  He  held  this  po- 
sition continuously  until  his  death  in 

1896,  a  period  of  fifty-five  years,  and 
was  said  to  have  been  the  oldest  Post- 

master in  point  of  service  in  the  United 

States.  A  large  portion  of  this  time  Mr. 
Palmer  was  Town  Clerk.  He  was  also 

five  years  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

from  Gerry,  and  in  i860  represented  the 

Second  Assembly  District  of  Chautau- 
qua in  the  Legislature. 

The  postoffice,  which  had  so  long 
held  the  name  of  Vermont,  was  changed 

to  Gerry  in  about  1876  and  the  station 
on  the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny  Valley  and 

Pittsburg  Railroad  was  changed  from 
Vermont  to  Gerry  as  late  as  1881. 

When  these  changes  were  made  "Ver- 
mont in  Gerry"  was  no  longer  a  fact, 

but  a  memory.  The  pioneers  are  gone 

but  many  of  their  descendants  are  oc- 
cupying their  places.  It  is  believed  that 

there  are  but  two  persons  living  who 
came  with  the  first  settlers,  Caroline 

Phelps  Eaton,  daughter  of  Porter 
Phelps,  and  Albro  Fessenden,  son  of 
Reuben  Fessenden,  were  brought  here 

by  their  parents  in  the  fall  of  181 5  and 
the  spring  of  1816  respectively,  making 
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the  journey  from  Vermont  by  ox  teams. 
The  Vermonters  in  Gerry  have  always 

furnished  their  proportion  of  men  of  af- 
fairs in  town  business.  One  of  the  most 

conspicuous  examples  was  Willard 
Bucklin,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers. 

He  was  eight  years  on  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  and  for  thirty  years,  almost 
continuously,  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  became  noted  for  the 

correctness  and  fairness  of  his  decis- 
ions and  rulings.  Other  Vermonters 

or  their  descendants  who  have  repre- 
sented the  town  on  the  Board  of  Super- 

ALBRO  fessenuen. 

visors  include  the  names  of  James  Buck- 
lin, Henry  Starr,  John  F.  Phelps  and 

the  present  incumbent,  Orson  N.  Salis- 
bury. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  valley  of  the 

old  Vermont  settlement,  with  its  pleas- 
ant homes  and  fertile  farms,  its  facility 

for  travel  and  communication  with  an 

almost  instant  knowledge  of  every  im- 
portant event  in  the  civilized  world,  liv- 

ing in  fact,  if  they  so  elect,  the  highest 
type  of  life  known  to  man,  the  life  of 

the  enlightened  American  citizen — will 

never  be  able  to  comprehend  the  cour- 

age and  endurance,  the  hardships  and 
privations  and  withal  the  labor  it  has 
taken  to  produce  the  possible  blessings 

they  are  privileged  to  enjoy. 

The  first  birth  of  a  white  person  oc- 
curred in  the  Jones  family.  Atkins,  in 

the  same  year,  built  a  log  house  on  the 

northeast  part  of  lot  fifty-five,  a  few 

rods  from  Jones'  log  dwelling,  upon  the 
farm  now  owned  by  B.  F.  Dennison. 

In  1 81 5  his  wife  Clarinda  died,  the  first 
death  in  the  town. 

During  1811  the  "old  Chautauqua 
Road"  from  Mayville  to  Ellicottville, 
was  cut  through  the  northern  part  of 

the  town.  John  West,  Peter  Barnhart 
and  Dexter  Barnes  cut  this  part  of  the 
road  one  rod  wide,  and  cleared  it  of 

small  trees  and  fallen  ones  for  ten  dol- 
lars per  mile.  They  began  July  4,  t8ii, 

at  the  fourteenth  mile  stake  east  of  the 

Courthouse.  This  stood  near  the  house 

of  Amos  Atkins  (the  Love  stand)  in 

Gerry.  They  were  about  three  months 

in  cutting  the  road  twenty-one  miles  to 
the  Cattaraugus  line.  The  party  took 

with  them  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and,  to  pro- 
vide fresh  milk,  a  cow  and  a  voung  calf. 

The  calf  was  taken  along  to  keep  the 

cow  from  wandering  away.  September 

1,  1814,  the  same  parties  and  others  be- 
gan to  work  upon  this  road  and  con- 

tinued until  cold  weather.  They  re- 
sumed work  September  1,  181 5. 

Bridges  were  built  and  the  road  other- 
wise improved.  It  was  regarded  as  an 

improvement  of  great  importance.  It 
became  the  route  by  which,  to  some 

extent,  the  settlers  came  in  from  the 

east,  and  communication  was  hod  with 
Genesee  County. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Gerry,  as 

at  present  constituted,  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Calvin  Cutting  Mav  2,  1830. 
The  officers  chosen  were:  Supervisor, 

Hugh  B.  Patterson;  Town  Clerk,  How- 

ard   B.    Blodgett ;    Assessors,    W  illiam 
Mellen,  William  M.  Wagoner.  Calvin 
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Smith ;  Commissioners  of  Highways, 

William  Mellen,  Jr.,  Willard  Bucklin, 
Horace  Strong ;  Commissioners  of 
Schools,  Benjamin  Tuttle,  Jr.,  James 
Scofield,  Nathan  Hatch ;  Inspectors  of 

Schools,  William  Mellen,  Jr.,  James 

Bucklin,  Jr.,  Samuel  J.  Goodrich  ;  Over- 
seers of  Poor,  William  Gilmour,  Gil- 

bert Strong ;  Collector,  William  Gil- 
mour;  Justices,  Leander  Mellen,  Hugh 

B.  Patterson ;  Sealer,  Nehemiah  Hor- 
ton  ;  Poundmaster,  David  Cobb. 

Stages  were  first  run  through  the 

town  in  1827  by  Obed  Edson  and  Reu- 

CALEB  MATHEWS  AND  WIFE. 

ben  Scott.  In  1852  the  Fredonia  and 

Sinclairville  plank  road  was  built 
through  the  Village  of  Gerry. 

Sinclairville  station  is  in  the  Village 
of  Sinclairville.  A  little  more  than  one- 

third  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  vil- 
lage and  much  the  smaller  proportion 

of  its  population  lies  in  Gerry. 
Gerry  Village  is  not  incorporated, 

but  is  a  prosperous  little  village  contain- 
ing about  two  hundred  fifty  inhabitants. 

Its  principal  manufacturing  establish- 
ment is  the  prominent  one  owned  by 

the  Strong  Veneering  Company.  Large 

amounts  of  timber  adapted  to  the  man- 

ufacture of  veneers  once  grew  in  locali- 
ties in  this  county  near  Charlotte  and 

Gerry,  and  at  an  early  period  many  en- 

gaged in  this  manufacture — Philip  Ed- 
gerton  of  Sinclairville,  Greenleaf  & 

Cole,  Leffingwell,  Colton,  Lewis  and 
Jonah  Cutting  and  John  Strong  at 
Gerry.  T.  D.  Copp  made  voyages  to 
London,  as  also  did  William  S.  Fish 

later,  to  sell  veneers.  John  Strong  and 
his  son  Burdette  commenced  business 

January  1,  1893,  in  a  new  mill  at  Gerry, 
which  had  two  cutting  veneer  mills  with 

a  capacity  of  twenty  thousand  feet  per 

day.  August  28,  1893.  this  mill  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  value  of  the  pro- 

perty was  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
insured  for  five  thousand  dollars.  Thev 

immediately  erected  a  new  iron-clad 
mill  at  Gerry,  forty  by  eighty  feet,  three 

stories  high,  with  cutting  machine  that 

weighs  eighteen  tons  and  will  cut  an 

eight-foot  log.  Twenty  men  are  em- 
ployed and  over  twenty-five  thousand 

dollars  worth  of  veneers  manufactured 

annually.  The  timber  comes  from  New 

York,  Michigan,  Tennessee  and  Penn- 
sylvania. Curly  walnut,  birch,  maple, 

ash,  svcamore  and  mahogany  are  used. 

A.  J.  Peterson's  steam  sawmill  at  Gerry 
Village  has  all  modern  improvements, 

employs  fifteen  men  and  manufactures 

twenty-five  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per 
day.  William  and  Addison  Murch  own 
the  sawmill  at  the  east  side  of  the  vil- 

lage. The  basket  factory  of  E.  P. 
Stearns  is  also  an  important  industry. 

It  was  formerly  owned  by  George  No- 
ble, who  for  several  years  extensively 

manufactured  grape-baskets.  One  sea- 
son besides  his  factory  at  Gerry  he  had 

others  at  Brocton,  Portland  and  Ash- 

ville,  at  which  he  manufactured  one  mil- 

lion grape  baskets.  The  Gerry  cream- 
ery, owned  by  E.  P.  Stearns,  and  the 

Starr  factory  owned  bv  Marcus  Pelton, 

are  butter  and  cheese  factories  of  Gerry 
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Village.  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  R.  D.  Me- 
han  and  S.  E.  Palmer  are  merchants, 

and  M.  W.  Cowden  the  physician  of  the 
village. 

Churches. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 

Gerry  was  the  first  religious  associa- 
tion, and  was  formed  in  or  about  1819 

by  Elder  Jonathan  Wilson.  The  society 
was  subsequently  legally  organized,  and 

December  12,  1828,  a  deed  was  execut- 
ed by  the  Holland  Land  Company  of 

one  hundred  acres  on  lot  fifty-three  of 
land  appropriated  to  religious  purposes 

to  James  Scofield,  William  Alverson 

and  Stoddard  Cannon,  Methodist  mem- 
bers, as  Trustees.  In  or  soon  after 

1829  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a 

portion  of  it,  a  meeting  house  was  built. 

It  stood  upon  the  west  side  of  the  high- 

way, about  two  miles  south  of  Sinelair- 
ville.  It  was  the  first  church  built  in 

Gerry  and  in  the  Cassadaga  Valley  and 
was  one  of  the  first  Methodist  meeting 

houses  in  the  county.  For  years  it  was 

the  only  church  in  Gerry.  It  was  the 

center  of  Methodism  and  was  fondly  re- 
garded by  the  early  Methodists.  Often 

it  was  the  scene  of  religious  revivals 

and  its  vicinity  the  place  of  holding 

many  a  camp  meeting.  Adjacent  to  it 

a  public  burying  place  was  set  apart 
from  this  tract  of  land.  The  old  church 

has  long  since  passed  away,  as  have 
the  earnest  and  faithful  fathers  of  the 

little  society  that  built  it.  They  sleep 
in  the  burial  place  near  the  spot  where 
the  church  so  dear  to  them  was  reared. 

Of  the  builders  of  this  church  and  early 

members  of  this  society  whose  influ- 
ence was  long  felt  in  Gerry,  are  buried, 

James  R.  Alverson,  his  wife,  Damaris, 

his  brother  William,  James  Heath  and 

Gilbert  Strong,  aged  ninety-two.  Here 
are  buried  other  pioneers  of  Gerrv  : 

John  McCullough,  James  Langworthv, 
Robert   Lenox,   David  Strong,  David 

Cowden  ;  and  Susannah  Woods,  died 

June  15,  1873,  aged  one  hundred  years, 
eight  months  and  twenty-two  days. 

The  church  was  merged  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  of  Sinclairville. 

The  meeting  house  went  into  disuse  and 
was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  first  Baptist  Church  of  Gerry 

was  formed  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Wilson 
about  1820.  It  was  comprised  chiefly 
of  members  from  the  Stockton  Church. 

They  held  meetings  in  Gerry  Abbey's 

log  house  at  "The  Huddle,"  a  small 
cluster  of  log  houses  near  the  old  Cut- 

ting stand.  This  church  organization 
has  ceased  to  exist. 

Methodist  Protestant  Church. — The 

first  society  of  this  church  was  organized 
at  the  schoolhouse  in  district  Xo.  4  in 

Poland  in  May,  1839,  by  Rev.  James 
Covell.  The  second  one  was  organized 

in  District  Number  Eleven,  (Miller's 
settlement),  in  Poland  in  1840  by  Rev. 

O.  C.  Payne.  The  third  society  was  or- 

ganized by  Rev.  James  Covell  at  Buck- 

lin's  Corners  April  15,  1840.  The  fourth 
society  was  organized  by  Rev.  Joseph 
Parkvn  in  District  Number  Two  in 

Gerry  December  28,  1840,  and  includ- 
ed the  country  around  the  early  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  meeting  house.  The  first 

regularly  appointed  preachers  to  the 
Chautauqua  circuit  sent  by  the  Genesee 
Conference  held  at  Elba  October  7, 

1840,  was  Rev.  Joseph  Parkvn,  Super- 
intendent, and  Rev.  E.  A.  Wheat,  As- 

sistant. Their  successors  have  been 

William  Emmons,  Elisha  Brownson, 

Alanson  Kingslev,  Randolph  Penned, 

Lewis  Sweetland,  (  ).  C.  Payne,  John 
W.  Davis,  William  H.  Farnham,  Isaac 

Fister,  S.  M.  Short,  A.  O.  Hutchinson, 

C.  K.  Akley,  H.  L.  Bowen.  Charles 
Hundson,  until  1882  when  the  Free 

Methodist  class  was  organized  at  Gerrv 

by  withdrawing  members.  The  Ken- 
nedy class  of  Methodist  Protestants 

was   about  this   time   separated  from 
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Gerry,  making  Gerry  a  station  to  which 
Rev.  F.  N.  Foster  was  appointed  and 

served  six  years,  supplying  Kennedy 

also  for  three  years.  He  was  succeed- 
ed by  Rev.  C.  C.  Reynolds,  A.  L.  Stin- 

ard,  S.  E.  Mathews. 

The  Free  Methodist  Church  of  Gerry 

was  organized  in  1880.  In  1883  an  ex- 
cellent church  building  was  erected  on 

a  lot  donated  by  N.  J.  Wilson  at  Gerry 

Village.  Among  those  who  contribut- 
ed largely  were  N.  J.  Wilson,  John 

Strong,  L.  R.  Barmore,  Walter  A.  Sel- 
lew,  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  Joseph  Trusler, 

H.  N.  Sealy  and  others.  Of  the  minis- 
ters who  have  served  this  church  are 

those  who  stand  high  in  the  councils 

of  the  church  at  large,  among  whom 
are :  J.  H.  Harmon,  Walter  A.  Sellew, 

B.  R.  Jones,  editor  of  the  denomination- 
al paper ;  Prof.  D.  S.  Warner,  Principal 

of  Spring  Arbor  Seminary,  Michigan ; 
J.  S.  McGeary,  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Genesee  Conference,  and  others. 

An  excellent  parsonage  is  connected 
with  the  church.  A  fine  toned  bell  from 

the  McShane  bell  foundry  of  Baltimore, 

a  gift  from  N.  J.  Wilson,  hangs  in  the 
belfry.  To  the  Free  Methodist  Church 

and  the  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  of 

Gerry  the  county  is  indebted  for  a  valu- 
able benevolent  institution. 

Supervisors. 

Samuel  Sinclear,  six  years ;  Amos 

Atkins,  1814;  Selah  Pickett,  1817;  Joel 
Burnell,  two  years  ;  Hugh  B.  Patterson, 

eleven  years;  Nathan  Lake,  1829; 
James  Scofield,  1831  ;  Samuel  Fargo, 

1836;  Willard  Bucklin,  eight  years  ;  Wil- 
liam M.  Waggoner,  two  years ;  William 

Bliss,  two  years ;  William  R.  Wilson, 

two  years  ;  Sidney  E.  Palmer,  five  years  : 
William  Mellen,  1856;  James  Bucklin, 

six  years;  Lyman  Eaton,  1853;  Samuel 
Griffith,  two  years ;  Robert  Lenox, 
i860;   Galusha   Beardsley,   six  years; 

George  A.  Aldrich,  two  years ;  B.  F. 
Dennison,  two  years ;  William  H.  Scott, 

three  years ;  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  three 

years;  John  F.  Phelps,  1879;  Charles 
A.  Tracy,  nine  years  ;  Henry  Starr,  six 

years;  1896-97-98-99-00-01,  John  A. 
Almy ;  1902-03-04,  Orson  N.  Salisbury. 

GERRY  ORPHANAGE  AND  HOME. 

The  humane  care  of  the  helpless  and  de- 
pendent persons  of  all  ages  and  of  both 

sexes  has  always  been  one  of  the  striking 
characteristics  attending  the  Christian  re- 

ligion, and  has  always  been  a  distinguish- 
ing line  of  demarkation  between  that  relig- 
ion and  heathen  religions. 

It  was  this  principle  that  moved  the  found- 
ers of  the  Orphanage  and  Home  of  the  Free 

Methodist  Church  at  Gerry,  New  York,  to 
establish  that  institution,  and  they  were 

actuated  by  a  strong  and  deep  desire  to  fur- 
nish proper  care  and  Christian  homes  for 

the  orphans  and  dependents  who  might  come 
within  the  range  of  their  knowledge  and  in- 

fluence, and  by  so  doing,  they  hoped  that 
they  might  serve  the  cause  of  God  in  con- 

tributing somewhat  according  to  their  abil- 
ity to  the  betterment  of  humanity  around 

them. 

In  the  years  extending  from  1880  to  1885, 
several  ministers  and  pious  laymen  in  West- 

ern New  York  were  much  exercised  about 
the  necessity  of  having  a  suitable  home  for 
orphans  and  homeless  children.  Among 
these  were  Rev.  S.  K.  J.  Chesbro,  Rev.  Henry 
Hornsby  and  Rev.  Walter  A.  Sellew,  and 
they,  with  others  perhaps  equally  interest- 

ed, held  frequent  conversations  regarding 

the  establishment  of  such  a  "Home." 
In  1885  at  the  annual  session  of  the  Gene- 

see Conference,  a  resolution  was  introduced 
by  Rev.  Sellew  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  who  should  proceed  to  secure 

the  legal  incorporation  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. This  committee  was  duly  appointed, 

consisting  of  the  ministers  named  above, 
and,  after  much  consultation,  a  final  meet- 

ing of  this  committee  was  held  and  a  char- 
ter was  drafted.  After  having  been  correct- 
ed by  competent  legal  talent,  this  charter 

was  made  the  basis  of  a  legal  incorporation 
by  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York  State,  passed  May  G,  188G.  The  fol- 

lowing persons  were  named  in  the  act  of 
incorporation  as  Trustees:    Henry  Hornsby, 
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S.  K.  J.  Chesbro,  Walter  A.  Sellew,  Wilson 
T.  Hogue,  William  Manning,  Newell  J.  Wil- 

son, Albert  McCoy,  Alanson  K.  Bacon,  Tris- 
tam  Cortiss,  Peter  D.  Miller,  Owen  M.  Owen, 
George  W.  Gurley,  John  T.  Michael,  Hiram 
Beardsley  and  William  Gould. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Board  of  Trus- 
tees was  held  at  Gerry,  New  York,  August 

17,  1886,  and  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  Henry  Hornsby,  President;  John 
T.  Michael,  Vice  President;  S.  K.  J.  Ches- 

bro, Secretary,  and  Walter  A.  Sellew,  Treas- 
urer. 

There  was  nothing  actually  done,  how- 
ever, toward  establishing  the  institution  till 

1888.  During  that  year  Rev.  Walter  A.  Sel- 
lew (now  Bishop  Sellew)  made  a  proposition 

to  donate  to  the  Trustees  to  be  used  for  the 

purposes  set  forth  in  their  charter,  the  pro- 
perty in  Gerry,  known  as  the  "Seminary 

property,"  consisting  of  eight  acres  of  land 
and  a  building  forty  by  seventy,  two  stories 
and  a  basement,  with  barns  and  suitable 
out-buildings.  The  land  on  which  these 
buildings  were  situate,  estimated  at  twelve 

hundred  dollars,  had  been  donated  a  few 
years  before  to  Mr.  Sellew  by  the  citizens 
of  Gerry  to  be  used  for  seminary  purposes. 
Among  the  donors  to  this  land  gift  were 
Newell  J.  Wilson,  James  K.  Wilson,  Hiram 
Seely,  B.  G.  Strong,  John  Strong  and  others. 
The  donation  by  Mr.  Sellew  made  to  the 
Orphanage  and  Home  was  estimated  at 
about  five  thousand  dollars.  This  donation 
from  Mr.  Sellew  was  accepted,  the  property 
transferred  and  steps  were  immediately 
taken  to  open  the  institution.  In  the  spring 
of  1889  the  Rev.  O.  O.  Bacon  and  his  wife 
were  elected  manager  and  matron,  and  they 
entered  upon  their  duties  immediately. 
The  first  children,  four  in  number,  were  re- 

ceived as  inmates  in  June,  1889. 
There  had  been  for  some  time  a  very 

pressing  demand  for  a  "Home"  for  aged  per- 
sons and  this  need  became  so  urgent  that 

after  much  deliberation  and  many  consulta- 
tions the  management  decided  to  admit 

that  class  of  dependent  people  also.  The 
first  aged  inmate  was  received  Juno  :!.  L889, 
At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  September, 
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1890,  the  manager  reported  that  there  were 
ten  children  and  seven  aged  persons  as  in- 

mates in  the  institution. 
In  May,  1890,  the  Trustees  purchased  the 

property  adoining  the  property  of  the  insti- 
tution, known  as  the  "Starr  Estate," 

consisting  of  ten  acres  of  land  with  dwel- 
ling house.  This  proved  to  be  a  valuaole 

addition  to  the  other  property  of  the  insti- 
tution. In  October,  1903,  they  also  pur- 

chased the  Oscar  Partridge  farm,  also  ad- 
joining, consisting  of  one  hundred  and  ten 

acres  with  the  usual  farm  buildings.  This 
they  also  expect  will  be  a  valuable  addition 
to  their  property.  The  price  paid  for  the 
property  was  forty-four  hundred  dollars. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  in- 
mates, both  children  and  old  people,  ren- 

Bacon  and  wife,  remained  till  April,  1893. 
The  Rev.  George  M.  Allen  and  wife  succeed- 

ed them  at  that  time  and  they  remained 
till  October,  1898.  The  Rev.  L.  D.  Perkins 
and  wife  then  took  the  positions  and  are 
there  at  this  time,  (1904). 

Rev.  Henry  Hornsby  has  been  re-elected 
each  year  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 

tees, as  has  also  the  Rev.  Walter  A.  Sel- 
lew  as  Treasurer.  Rev.  William  Manning 
succeeded  Rev.  J.  T.  Michael  as  Vice  Presi- 

dent, and  Rev.  W.  T.  Hogue  first,  and  Mel- 
ville C.  Burrett  later  succeeded  S.  K.  J. 

Chesbro  as  Secretary,  and  the  above  men- 
tioned are  the  present  officers  of  the  Board. 

There  have  been  a  few  changes  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  Four  of  them  have  died, 
as  follows:    Newell  J.  Wilson,  Peter  D.  Mil- 

m  m 
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dered  it  necessary  that  more  room  should 
be  provided.  The  association  of  children 
and  aged  people  in  the  same  building  was 
not  pleasant  to  either  class,  and  this  fact 
also  made  it  imperative  that  a  new  building 
should  be  provided.  Accordingly  in  1900 
this  new  building  was  constructed.  It  was 
built  forty  by  one  hundred,  three  stories 
and  a  full  basement,  finished  and  furnished 
complete,  with  modern  heating  and  sani- 

tary plumbing.  The  total  cost  was  about 
thirteen  thousand  dollars  and  at  the  time 
of  this  writing  is  filled  with  aged  people. 
To  obtain  a  suitable  location  for  this  build- 

ing the  Trustees  purchased  the  John  Strong 
homestead  on  the  main  road  running  to- 

wards Sinclairville,  and  on  this  location  the 
new  building  now  stands. 

The  first  manager  and  matron,  Rev.  O.  O. 

ler,  Tristam  Cortiss  and  Hiram  Beardsley. 
The  members  of  the  Board  now  serving  be- 

sides the  officers  named  above,  are  Rev.  W 

H.  Clark,  Albert  McCoy,  A.  K.  Bacon,  Thom- 
as Sully,  Rev.  E.  A.  Taylor,  Rev.  Mendall 

B.  Miller,  Rev.  George  Eakins,  Rev.  A.  H. 
Bennett,  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  Oscar  Partridge 
and  B.  E.  Strong.  The  last  four  mentioned 
are  the  local  representatives  on  the  Board 
from  Gerry.  To  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  who 
has  practically  acted  as  Superintendent  of 
the  institution  for  the  last  three  years, 
much  credit  is  due  for  the  splendid  condition 
now  existing  in  and  around  the  institution. 
The  institution  has  shown  a  remarkable 

growth  since  it  was  opened,  but  this  has 
been  especially  true  of  its  finances.  Chari- 

table institutions  starting  with  practically 
nothing  and  with  no  financial  backing  and 
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with  no  guaranteed  income,  must  of  neces- 
sity have  a  hard  time.  This  institution  is 

no  exception  to  the  rule  and  has  many  hard 
struggles,  but  it  has  always  been  able  to  pay 
its  current  expenses  and  at  the  same  time 
steadily  to  increase  its  real  estate  holdings 
as  well  as  its  personal  property. 
The  current  expenses  have  steadily  in- 

creased with  the  growth  of  the  institution 
as  follows: 

1889,  $1,075.84;  1890,  $1,158.46;  1891, 
$1,833.90;  1892,  $1,939.20;  1893,  $2,076.77; 
1894,  $1,755.04;  1895,  $2,035.88;  1896, 
$2,248.54;  1897,  $2,116.45;  1898,  $1,829.99; 
1899,  $2,170.49;  1900,  $3,257.21;  1901, 
$5,170.93;  1902,  $5,865.43;  1903,  $6,865.43. 
The  largest  contributions  to  the  funds  of 

the  institution  besides  Rev.  Walter  A.  Sel- 
lew,  who  gave  the  original  property,  and 
those  giving  the  original  land  for  a  location, 
has  been  as  follows:  William  and  Charlotte 
Phillips  of  Newfane,  New  York,  gave  their 
farm  which  was  sold  for  four  thousand  dol- 

lars cash.  They  have  also  deeded  the  in- 
stitution their  village  property  which  is 

valued  at  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  sold 
after  their  death.  Mrs.  Lavanche  Essex  of 

Franklinville,  New  York,  gave  twenty-five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  L.  Atwood  of 
Rome,  New  York,  Thankful  Burrett  of  North 
Chili,  New  York,  and  Jarvis  K.  Wilson  of 
Gerry,  New  York,  have  each  given  one 
thousand  dollars.  Mrs.  Burrett  and  Mr.  Wil- 

son have  also  ittade  repeated  liberal  dona- 
tions from  time  to  time.  Rev.  Henry  Horns- 

by  has  also  given  the  institution  something 
over  one  thousand  dollars  and  has  deeded 
to  them  his  farm  in  West  Kendall,  New 
York,  valued  at  about  seven  thousand  dol- 

lars, and  he  and  his  wife  retain  the  use 
of  it  during  life. 
The  larger  part,  however,  of  all  moneys 

received,  both  for  property  and  for  current 
expenses,  has  been  contributed  in  small 
amounts  by  a  large  number  of  people  from 
a  wide  scope  of  territory.  In  1903  there 
were  contributors  from  twenty-six  states 
and  territories,  including  Canada,  besides 
some  from  foreign  countries. 

At  the  present  time  the  institution  owns 
property  which  is  estimated  at  a  conserva- 

tive valuation  to  be  worth  forty  thousand 
dollars,  and  there  is  no  incumbrance  except 
a  mortgage  of  two  thousand  dollars  on  the 
farm  just  purchased,  which  is  not  yet  due. 
While  this  institution  receives  and  cares 

for  both  children  and  aged  people,  they  have 
always  made  a  specialty  of  caring  for  home- 

less children,  and  obtaining  for  such,  good 
Christian  homes.  There  has  always  existed 
ever  since  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
gave  rise  to  orphanages,  a  great  controversy 
as  to  whether  it  is  better  from  a  moral, 
physical  and  economical  point  of  view,  to 

bring  up  large  numbers  of  orphans  in  es- 
tablishments or  institutions  where  they  live 

together,  or  to  put  them  into  families.  The 
Gerry  Orphanage  is  conducted  upon  a  med- 

ium between  these  two  ideas.  They  believe 
that  the  best  place  for  a  child  is  in  a  good 
family,  but  that  an  orphanage  is  a  necessity 
in  order  to  gather  and  care  for  these  home- 

less ones  until  a  proper  home  in  a  family 
can  be  secured.  They  have  conducted  their 
institution  so  that  it  has  been  a  medium 
between  a  homeless  child  and  a  childless 

home,  and  they  take  the  children  commit- 
ted to  them,  keep  them  a'  year  or  two, 

training,  educating  and  developing  them 
meanwhile,  and  then  place  them  in  tome 
Christian  family  for  adoption.  This  plan 
they  have  steadily  pursued  so  that  they 
have  since  their  opening  placed  out  a  large 
number  of  such  children  in  good  homes, 
putting  out  seventeen  in  1903. 
The  Orphanage  building  has  lately  un- 

dergone extensive  repairs.  They  have  put 

in  new  floors,  new  stairway  to  girls'  dormi- 
tory, and  the  whole  building  has  been  new- 

ly papered  and  painted.  They  also  put  in 
a  new  steam  heating  plant  and  a  complete 
system  of  sanitary  plumbing,  including  bath 
rooms,  closets  and  wash  rooms.  They  have 
also  a  new  iron  fire  escape,  and  fire  pails 
scattered  through  the  building.  They  have 
also  a  nursery  fitted  up,  with  competent 
nurses,  and  they  make  a  specialty  of  caring 
for  infants  and  small  children.  They  have 
a  fine  day  school  for  the  larger  scholars 
with  an  attendance  of  about  thirty-five. 
The  school  is  under  the  control  and  super- 

vision of  the  Public  School  Commissioner. 
The  institution  is  beautifully  located  on 

a  gentle  rise  of  ground.  The  soil  is  dry, 
the  drainage  excellent  and  the  whole  situa- 

tion pleasant  and  healthful.  They  have 
never  had  a  serious  case  of  sickness  of  a 

child  over  one  year  old,  and  no  deaths  ex- 
cept of  young  infants.  According  to  their 

printed  reports  the  total  expenditures  for 
medicine,  medical  supplies  and  attendance 
for  ten  years  was  only  twenty  dollars  and 
ninety-five  cents. 

The  grounds  are  beautifully  laid  out  with 
shade  trees  and  flowers,  large  grass  plots 
as  playgrounds,  fine  garden  with  small  fruits 
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and  an  abundant  orchard.  The  institution 

is  open  for  visitors  at  any  time  except  Sun- 
days. 

WALTER  CUMMINGS. 

Walter  Cummings  was  born  in  Hancock, 
New  Hampshire,  September  4,  183G.  He  is 
a  descendant  of  Lieut.  John  Cummings  of 
Dunstable,  Massachusetts,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  David  Cummings,  father  of 
Walter  and  son  of  Asahel,  was  born  in  Han- 

cock, New  Hampshire,  February  7,  1804; 
married  first,  Eunice  Priest,  and  second, 
Hannah  Dodge.  Their  children  are  Eunice 
Malvina,  who  married  Charles  Phillips; 
David  Hamilton,  who  while  acting  as  engi- 

neer, was  lost  off  Long  Point  on  the  pro- 
peller Jersey  City  November  24,  1860;  Fran- 

cis M.,  who  married  B.  M.  Scofield;  Jane 
W.,  (deceased);  Mary  H.,  who  married 
Charles  A.  Arnold,  and  Walter  who  married 
Delia  M.,  (deceased),  daughter  of  John  M. 
Brunson,  March  22,  18G3.  Walter  many 
years  ago  became  a  resident  of  Gerry.  His 
son,  John  H.,  is  a  merchant  of  Sinclairville. 

B.   FRANKLIN    DEN  N  I  SON. 

B.  Franklin  Demvison  was  born  in  Berlin, 
Rensselaer  County,  November  13,  1825.  His 
father,  Charles  G.  Dennison,  born  in  Berlin 
in  1799,  settled  in  Ellery  in  1836.  B.  Frank- 

lin is  an  extensive  farmer  and  cattle  dealer. 
He  resides  in  Sinclairville  but  owns  large 
tracts  of  land  and  farms  in  Gerry.  In  1874 
he  purchased  the  Love  stand.  He  married 
E.  Minerva,  daughter  of  Elisha  Tower.  Their 
children  are:  Charles  E.,  born  July  9,  1863, 
married  Esther,  daughter  of  Hiram  E.  and 
Wealthy  Ann  Lazell,  born  February  30,  1.366, 
and  resides  in  Sinclairville;  Frank  T.,  born 
August  29,  1806,  married  Kate  E.,  daughter 
of  Kirk  Hopkins.    She  died  March  27,  1893. 

JOHN  LOVE. 

John  Love  was  born  January  29,  1789. 
He  married  Mary  S.  Ward.  In  1812  he  pur- 

chased the  farm  in  Gerry  settled  by  Amos 
Atkins  and  erected  an  inn  there  which  he 
kept  for  thirty  years  and  for  four  years 
the  hotel  in  Sinclairville.  He  died  March 
18,  1857.  His  father,  John  Love,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1769,  came  to  Ellery 
to  reside  in  February,  1811,  and  died  in  Illin- 

ois.   Joy  Love  is  the  only  living  child  of 

John  Love,  Jr.  John  A.,  son  of  Joy  and 
Rosina  Love,  married  Fanny  A.,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Obed  Edson. 

CALEB  MATHEWS. 

Caleb  Mathews,  born  in  Windham  Coun- 
ty, Vermont,  married  Margaret  Van  Salis- 

bury in  1808  and  in  1821  settled  on  lot 
twenty-eight,  about  two  miles  northeast  of 
Gerry  Village.  His  father,  Benjamin,  served 
on  a  privateer  during  the  Revolution,  assist- 

ed in  the  capture  of  several  vessels,  and  re- 
ceived a  pension.  Caleb  had  lived  in  Al- 

bany and  was  fireman  on  the  Robert  Ful- 
ton, the  first  steamboat.  He  was  the  early 

potter  of  the  county.  In  1822  he  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  stoneware,  obtaining  the 
clay  from  lot  twenty.  He  burned  the  first 
kiln  in  1822.  In  1823  he  built  a  frame  fac» 

tory  twenty-six  by  thirty-two  feet  for  that 
purpose,  and  pursued  the  business  for  sev- 

eral years. 

JOHN  McCULLOUGH. 

John  McCullough  was  born  in  Benning- 
ton, Vermont,  June  8.  1788,  and  died  in 

Gerry  June  17,  1874.  He  came  to  Otsego 
when  young  and  was  married  to  Cynthia  St. 
John.  In  1812  he  moved  to  Ontario  County 
and  in  1817  to  Arkwright  and  then  to  Gerry. 
Later  he  purchased  a  farm  two  miles  south 
of  Sinclairville,  which  he  owned  many  years. 
For  sixteen  years  he  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Gerry.  His  children  were  Martin, 
Lucy  (Mrs.  Samuel  Mount),  Sophia  (Mrs. 
David  Strong),  and  Thomas,  the  father  of 
Cynthia  ,L,  who  married  Emery  Bargar,  and 
the  grandfather  of  J.  M.  C.  Bargar,  druggist 
of  Sinclairville. 

PORTER  PHELPS. 

Porter  Phelps  was  born  at  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  in  1790.  He  married  Jerusha 
Hatch  in  1813,  came  to  Gerry  in  the  spring 
of  1815,  built  a  house,  returned  to  Vermont, 
and  in  December  brought  his  wife  and  child 
to  Gerry  with  an  ox  team.  His  possessions 
then  consisted  of  an  ox  team,  a  cow,  and  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  In  1826  he  moved 
to  Arkwright  and  lived  there  until  his  death 
in  March,  1855.  Mrs.  Phelps  died  in  March, 
1844,  aged  forty-six  years.  Their  children 
were  Caroline  (Phelps)  Eaton,  Mila  (Phelps) 

Turner,  Lawson,  Barna  W.,  Leander  S.,  Or- 
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lando  S.,  Horatio  J.,  and  Helen  J.  (Phelps) 
Loper.  In  1845  Porter  Phelps  married,  sec- 

ond, Hannah  J.  Simmons,  widow  of  Dolph 
Simmons.  Leander  Phelps  married  Elizabeth 
Wilcox.  She  died  in  1854  leaving  two  chil- 

dren, Emma  J.  and  Ella  E.  Leander,  in  1855, 
married  Sarah  M.  Smith.  Their  children 

are  Harry  L.,  Danville  T.  and  May  L.  Lean- 
der has  been  Supervisor  of  Arkwright  two 

years  and  four  years  Loan  Commissioner. 
He  has  been  Sheriff  and  ten  years  keeper 
and  general  manager  of  the  county  alms 
house. 

GARNER  SALISBURY. 

Garner  Salisbury,  born  in  Guilford,  Ver- 
mont, June  27,  177G,  married  Huldah  New- 

ton of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  came  to  Gerry 
in  1819,  settled  in  the  southwestern  part 
near  Miller's  Corners  and  was  the  first  mil- 

ler of  Gerry.  His  children  were:  Clark; 
Bernice,  married  Walter  Eaton;  Sophia; 
Newton,  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  April 
20,  1808,  married  Julia  A.  Wheat  April  12, 
185G.  Their  children  are  Orson  N.,  born  in 
Gerry  November  22,  1857,  married  Lucy 
Smith  August  31,  1881;  and  Julia  Bernice, 
born  in  Gerry  June  2,  1862;  Anner,  married 
Henry  Shaw;  Garner;  Victor  P.,  married 
Almira  Wolcott  of  Otsego  County,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven;  his  son,  W.  L. 
Salisbury,  married  Kate  Hollenbeck;  Hul- 

dah, married  Lorenzo  Eldridge. 

MRS.  PATIENCK  W.  PHELPS. 

WILLIAM    H.  SCOTT. 

William  H.  Scott  was  born  July  23,  1833. 
His  father  Rev.  John  Scott,  was  born  in 
County  Armaugh,  Ireland,  January  11,  1793, 
of  Scotch  Presbyterian  parentage  and  was 
driven  from  Scotland  in  the  Catholic  perse- 

cution. In  1819  he  emigrated  to  New  Bruns- 
wick and  afterwards  to  the  United  States, 

where  he  was  a  Methodist  preacher.  He 
married,  August  31.  1828,  Elzaide,  daughter 
of  William  Hunt,  who  first  settled  on  the 
Chautauqua  Assembly  grounds.  She  was 
born  in  Washington  County  November  C, 
1802.  William  H.  Scott  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  John  Beck.  She  was  born  in 
Birmington,  Pennsylvania.  August  1G,  183G. 
Their  children  are:  J.  Frank,  a  merchant 
of  Portland;  Martha  J.,  who  married  Har- 

low Terry  of  Gerry,  and  William  C,  a  resi- 
dent of  Sinclairville.  For  three  years  Wil- 
liam H.  Scott  has  been  Supervisor  of  Gerry. 

Principally  through  his  efforts  a  Board  of 
Trade  was  established  in  Sinclairville  in 
1881. 

GEORGE  W.  SINCLEAR. 

George  W.  Sinclear,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Fanny  Sinclear,  was  born  in  Sinclairville 
July  4,  1811,  and  was  the  first  child  born 
in  that  village.  In  his  early  years  he  was 
an  owner  and  operator  of  the  gristmill  in 
Sinclairville.  March  1,  1849,  he  purchased 
the  farm  of  Mark  Crawford  in  Gerry,  about 
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three-fourths  of  a  mile  southeast  of  Sin- 
clairville  upon  which  he  resided  many  years. 
He  married  Charlotte  Sylvester.  They  have 
had  two  children,  George  who  married  Roxy 
Wright,  and  resides  at  Luddington,  Michi- 

gan; Mary,  (deceased),  who  married  George 
S.  Wheeler.  Her  children  were  Harry  and 
Mary. 

LEVI  TERRY. 

Levi  Terry,  son  of  Levi  Terry,  was  born 
in  Connecticut  August  21,  1809.  When  young 
he  became  a  resident  of  Lewis  County, 
where  he  married  Eliza  Wright.  In  1842 
they  moved  to  Gerry.  They  had  previously 
learned  the  art  of  making  cheese,  then  little 
understood  in  this  county.  In  1845  he  placed 
upon  his  farm  twenty-five  or  thirty  cows, 
and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  cheese. 
He  manufactured  seven  or  eight  thousand 
pounds,  which  he  sold  to  Timothy  D.  Copp 
of  Sinclairville  for  five  or  five  and  one-half 
cents  a  pound,  delivered  at  Dunkirk.  It  was 
transported  to  New  York  by  the  canal  and 
was  the  first  shipment  of  a  dairy  cheese 
from  the  county.  Mr.  Terry  resides  upon 
the  farm  he  first  purchased.  Mrs.  Terry  is 
dead.  Their  children  are  Robert,  Levi,  Jay, 
Franklin   H.,   Louisa,   Emily,   Flora,  Alice, 

George,  Duane,  who  lives  upon  the  old 
homestead;  William  and  Eva  V.;  Robert 
married  Mattie,  daughter  of  Allen  Bagg  and 
resides  in  Elington.  They  have  one  son, Allen  Bagg. 

JARVIS  K.  WILSON. 

Jarvis  K.  Wilson  was  born  in  Gerry.  His 
grandfather,  Rev.  Jonathan  Wilson,  was 
born  in  Colerain,  Massachusetts,  April  12, 
1777,  and  came  to  this  county  in  August, 
1818,  as  a  Missionary  of  the  Shaftsbury,  Ver- 

mont, Baptist  Board  of  Missions.  He  or- 
ganized a  number  of  churches  in  the  county, 

and  during  his  ministry  of  fifty-eight  years, 
baptised  by  immersion  thirteen  hundred 
ninety-two  persons  and  preached  about  nine 
thousand  sermons.  He  died  May  3,  18G8. 
His  father,  William  R.  Wilson,  born  Febru- 

ary 23,  1801,  came  to  Gerry  in  1818,  married 
Rebecca  Fisher,  born  June  7,  1799,  and 
served  his  town  as  Supervisor  and  in  other 
offices  for  many  years.  Jarvis  K.  was  born 
in  Gerry,  niarried  Cordelia  M.,  daughter  of 
Edward  Patridge,  has  long  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Gerry,  has  served  three 
terms  as  Supervisor  and  many  years  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  GROUP  OF  AGED  PERSONS — GEKKY  HOME 



HARMONY. 

Harmony,  the  largest  town  in  the 
county,  was  taken  from  Chautauqua 

February  14,  1816.  It  contains  about 

eighty-six  square  miles  of  territory, 
fifty-five  thousand  acres,  and  comprises 
townships  one  and  two  of  range  thir- 

teen, together  with  two  tiers  of  lots  in 
townships  one  and  two,  range  twelve, 
from  the  state  line  to  Chautauqua  Lake, 

and  two  additional  lots  in  township  two, 

,  range  twelve,  south  of  the  lake,  includ- 
ing Ashville  Village.  April  16,  1823,  a 

portion  of  its  territory  was  added  to 
Busti.  Its  surface  is  somewhat  hilly ; 

its  highest  summits  are  fourteen  hun- 

dred feet  above  tidewater.  The  princi- 
pal streams  are  Brokenstraw  Creek, 

which  flows  south;  Goose  Creek,  which 

passes  through  Ashville,  and  Prender- 
gast  Creek.  The  last  two  flow  into 

Chautauqua  Lake.  The  soil  is  a  clav 

and  gravelly  loam.  Sandstone  of  fine 
quality  is  found  in  some  localities. 

*"Panama  Rocks"  is  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  geological  curiosities  of  the 

county.  The  town  was  originally  cov- 
ered with  decidious  trees  in  nearly  all 

its  area,  the  pine  and  hemlock  being 
confined  to  a  much  smaller  region  than 

they  occupied  in  the  towns  east  of  it. 

Maple,  especially,  had  a  fine  growth, 
and  maple  sugar,  in  the  years  of  the  first 

settlement,  and  even  later,  was  an  im- 
portant product.  The  hard  wood 

growth  furnished  many  valuable  ashes 

for  "black  salts." 
The  first  sawmill  was  built  in  Ashville 

by  Reuben  Slayton,  Jr.,  an  original  pur- 
chaser on  lot  forty-  three,  township  two 

range  twelve,  in  1809.  The  mill  was 

built  at  once,  to  which  a  gristmill  was 
soon  added.     The  mills  were  on  the 

Ashville  site.  The  first  stones  used  in 

the  gristmill  he  borrowed,  but  a  rock 

was  soon  found  on  lot  forty-five,  from 
which  stones  were  made,  which  were 

used  until  1872.  Israel  Carpenter,  Ol- 
iver Pier  and  Stephen  Groom,  built 

about  [828  a  sawmill  and  a  log  grist- 
mill at  Blockville.  In  1840  a  large  mill 

was  built  of  huge  pine  logs.  The  mill- 
stones came  from  France  as  ballast  to 

Albany,  and  cost,  it  is  said,  delivered  at 

Blockville,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 

lars. This  mill  burned  in  1893.  A  saw- 
mill was  built  about  1825,  by  Francis 

W.  Mather,  three  miles  south  of  Pan- 
ama. Isaac  Carpenter  built  a  sawmill 

about  1828,  a  mile  below  Blockville; 

it  was  rebuilt  by  Abner  L.  Carpenter, 

and  later  was  owned  by  Daniel  Wil- 
liams. Another  was  built  by  Samuel 

Hurlbut  about  1830,  between  the  last 
two  mentioned,  and  in  1875  was  owned 

by  Samuel  J.  Green.  A  sawmill  was 

built  by  Harvey  and  Theron  S.  Bly 
about  1847  near  the  mouth  of  Goose 
Creek.  A  steam  sawmill  was  built 

about  1870  by  Messrs.  Allen  near 

Grant's  Station.  A  sawmill  was  built 
by  George  Brightman  about  1835.  A 
steam  sawmill  was  built  about  1870  by 
William  W.  Ball  near  the  mouth  of 

Bemus  Creek.  Theron  lily  and  Daniel 
Sherman  erected  a  carding  mill  in  1822  or 

1823;  cloth-dressing  machinery  was  in- 
troduced later  by  Hiram  Benedict.  The 

establishment  was  burned  about  [826; 

another  was  built  by  Hiram  Benedict 
and  Samuel  Brown  less  than  a  mile  be- 

low ;  several  years  after  this  was  owned 
by  Theron  Bly  and  Henry  Lovejoy,  who 
sold  in  1844  to  Harvey  and  Henry  H. 
Bly.     Another  was   built   at  Panama 

*See  pages  372  and  375.  Vol.  I. 
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about  1830,  where  John  Ward  and 
David  Moore  operated  for  years. 
The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in 

1816.  No  record.  Supervisor,  Palmer 
Phillips.  The  annual  t<  iwn  meeting  was 

held  at  Eleazar  Fletcher's  April  1,  1817, 
when  these  officers  were  elected :  Su- 

pervisor, Palmer  Phillips  ;  Town  Clerk, 
Orange  Phelps;  Assessors,  William 
Matteson,  Daniel  B.  Carpenter,  Joseph 

S.  Pember ;  Commissioners  of  High- 

ways, Palmer  Phillips,  William  Matte- 
son,  Daniel  B.  Carpenter ;  Commission- 

ers of  Schools,  Palmer  Phillips,  Joseph 
S.  Pember,  Orange  Phelps ;  Collector, 

William  Matteson,  Jr. ;  Constables, 
Noah  Chapman,  William  Matteson,  Jr.  ; 
Overseer  of  Poor,  Obadiah  Morley, 

Israel  Carpenter ;  Poundmasters,  Wil- 
liam Matteson,  Israel  Carpenter,  Josiah 

Palmeter ;  Fence  Viewers,  Thomas  Be- 

mus,  Nicholas  Webber,  Timothy  Jen- 
ner ;  Sealer,  Jonas  Lamphear. 

Supervi  sor  s. — 1 8 1 6- 1 7- 1 8- 1 9-20-2 1  -22- 
23,  Palmer  Phillips;  1824,  Reuben  Slay- 
ton;  1825-26-27-28-29-30-31,  Theron 

Ely  ;  1832,  Henry  Hill;  1833-34,  Theron 

Bly  ;  1835-36,  Zael  Ward  ;  1837-38,  Ther- 
on Ely ;  1839-40-41,  Robert  Hewes ; 

1842,  Daniel  Williams :  1843-44-45-46- 

47,  John  Steward;  1848-49,  Theron  S. 

Ely;  1850-5T-52,  John  Steward;  185-2. 
Morris  Norton;  1854,  John  Steward; 

1855,  Albert  Gleason ;  1856-57,  Ebene- 

zer  G.  Cook;  1858-59-60,  Sardius  Stew- 
ard; 1861,  Reuben  F.  Randolph;  1862, 

John  Steward;  1863-64,  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions ;  1865-66-67-68-69-70,  Loren  B. 

Sessions;  1871-72,  Frank  G.  Steward; 

1 873  -  74  -  75  -  76-77-78-79-80-81-82-83-84- 
85-86-87-88-89,  Loren  B.  Sessions ; 

1890-91-92-93-94-95,  Jared  Hewes; 

1896-97-98-99,  J.  Samuel  Fowler;  1900- 
01,  James  Hawkins;  1902-03,  Edwin  W. 
Connelly;  1904,  Leon  Button. 
Harmony  was  first  settled  by  Thomas 
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Bemus,  son  of  William   Remus,  who 

took  up  land  in  January,  1806.  Thom- 
as, then  a  hachelor,  built  his  log  cabin 

on  this   land,  lot   fifty-four,  township 
two,    range    twelve,    opposite  Bemus 
Point,  and  occupied  it  several  years. 
The  first  family  to  locate  was  that  of 
Jonathan  Cheney  whose  wife  was  Amy 
Cole  of  Pittstown.    He  bought  land  on 

the  east  side  of  the  lake  in  May,  1806, 

brought  his  famliy  here  the  next  year, 
but  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake 

where  some  of  his  descendants  still  re- 

side.   His  children  were:    Nathan,  Bet- 

sey, Clarissa,  Calvin,  Amy,  Daniel,  Al- 
fred, Unisa  (Mrs.  James  Green),  and 

Polly.    Myron  Ely  settled  on  lot  forty- 
seven,    township    two,    range  twelve, 
northerly  from  Ashville  in  1809,  on  land 

entered  by  his  father,  Asa  Ely.    In  1808 
and  1809  Reuben  and  Thomas  Slay  ton 
bought  land  at  Ashville,  settled  there 

before  1810  had  sawmills  in  operation. 

In  1810  and  181 1  the  Matteson  family 
came ;  first  Thomas,  then  William  and 

his  brother  Estys ;  their  father,  William 
Matteson,  came  in   181 1.     He  was  a 

Revolutionary  pensioner  and   died  in 

1858  in  his  ninety-nineth  year.  The 
Carpenter  family  were  early  owners  and 
settlers.    In    1808    Josiah  Carpenter, 
from  Rensselaer  County,  bought  lots 

fifty-five,    fifty-six    and    sixty-four  in 
township  one,  range  twelve,  southwest 
of  Ashville,  about  one  thousand  acres. 

In  1809  his  son  James,  with  his  young 

wife  settled  on  lot  fifty-six.     In  1809 
Goose  Creek  rose  to  the  dimensions  of 

a  swoolen  river ;  the  cabin  of  James 

Carpenter  was  surrounded,  but  by  mak- 
ing a  raft  of  cordwood,  he  kept  him- 

self, wife,  child   and  pigs   above  the 
flood.     They  lived  on  uncooked  corn 
until  the  swoolen  stream  subsided,  when 

he  secured  aid  from  his  neighbor  Jona- 
than Cheney.    He  made  a  pen  for  his 

sow  and  pigs  ;  the  latter  disappeared  one 
after  another  until  the  bears  had  taken 
all. 
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In  181 1  Josiah  Carpenter  with  his  sons 

Daniel  E.,  Isaac,  Josiah,  Jr.,  and  Tim- 
othy came.  Mr.  Carpenter  locating  on 

lot  sixty-four,  where  he  raised  his  log 
cabin,  his  sons  selected  their  future 

homes  also  on  their  father's  land.  One 
of  his  daughters  married  Oliver  Pier, 
son  of  Levi  Pier,  of  Busti,  who  lived 

most  of  his  mature  life  in  Harmony. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Pier  paid  for  his 

land  in  Harmony  with  the  bounty  he  re- 
ceived on  wolf  scalps.  He  was  a  great 

hunter,  the  "leather  stocking"  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  and  said  "he  had  killed 
thirteen  hundred  twenty-two  deer  with 
one  gun,  which  had  required  three  new 

stocks  and  hammers."  Mr.  Pier  be- 
came totally  blind  in  his  old  age  and  re- 

moved to  Corry,  Pennsylvania.  Isaiah 
Rexford  from  Pennsylvania  came  in 
1816,  located  near  Blockville ;  in  1824 
settled  two  miles  north  of  Panama.  His 

sons  attaining  maturity  were  Everett, 

Myron  and  Lyman.  Calvin  Manley  set- 
tled on  lot  forty-one,  township  two, 

north  of  Panama.  He  purchased  his 

land  in  1821  and  resided  there  nearly 

fifty  years.  John  Steward,  Sr.,  in  1821 
located  on  lot  twenty-four.  His  son 
John  was  an  early  merchant  at  Panama 
and  was  in  trade  for  a  long  period.  His 

grandson  Henry  served  in  many  battles 
in  the  Rebellion.  Sardius  Steward,  son 

of  John,  Sr.,  at  one  time  conducted  the 
most  extensive  farming  business  in  the 

county,  owned  several  farms  and  ac- 

quired a  large  estate  by  his  persever- 
ance and  work. 

Obediah  Morley  settled  in  the  north- 
east part  on  lot  twenty-four  in  1810; 

John  Morton  about  181 8  on  lot  fifteen, 

township  two,  range  thirteen  ;  Edmund 
Wells  on  lot  seven,  purchased  in  1826; 
Charles  Saxton  on  lot  four,  purchased 
in  1826,  he  later  resided  on  lot  thirteen  ; 

Edwin  Gleason,  a  Massachusetts  man, 
'in  lot  fourteen,  about  the  same  time; 

Clinton  Marcy  about  1822  on  lot  twen- 

ty-two.    His  son  on  lot  fifteen  near 
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him.  Peleg  Gifford  many  years  later 

located  on  lot  twenty-three.  In  the 

north  part  on  lot  thirty-two,  where 
Homer  Pringle  settled  in  1828,  his  sons 

erected  a  cheese  factory.  Orson  Whit- 

ford  came  about  1817.  Samuel  P.  Dur- 

ham settled  on  lot  fifty-six,  bought  in 
1822.  James  and  Peter  Bloss  came  in 

1830.  Eleazer  Daniels  bought  on  lot 

thirty-nine  near  Panama,  in  1821.  Sam- 

uel L.  Paddock  settled  on  lot  fifty-five, 
where  William  G.  Cook  subsequently 
took  up  his  residence.  The  Wiltsie 

family  in  1821  settled  on  lots  forty-eight 

and  forty-nine.  Reuben  Randolph 
about  fifty  years  ago  settled  near  the 

center.  Rufus,  Elijah  and  Joseph  But- 
ton located  on  lots  thirty  and  thirty- 

one.  A  descendant,  Joseph  H.  Button, 
enlisted  as  private  in  Company  F,  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment,  New  York 

Volunteers,  was  promoted  Corporal 
March  1,  1864,  and  killed  at  Ft.  Fisher 

January  15,  1865.  John  Knapp  settled 

in  1821  on  lot  forty-nine,  township  two, 
and  his  son  Noah  on  lot  forty-one,  ad- 

joining; two  other  sons,  Darius  and 
Levi,  also  made  their  homes  in  this 
town. 

In  the  east  part  near  Blockville  many 
settlers  came  from  1816  to  1820.  Among 
theme  were  Zaccheus  and  Samuel  Hurl- 
but,  brothers,  and  Nathaniel,  son  of 

Zaccheus  ;  they  bought  land  in  1816  and 

181 7  and  located  here.  Timothy  Jen- 
ner,  from  Vermont,  settled  on  lot  sixty- 
three,  township  one,  range  twelve.  He 
purchased  portions  of  this  lot  in  181 7 
and  1819.  His  son,  Timothy  G,  settled 
near  Blockville.  Daniel  Loomis,  a 

Methodist  local  preacher,  made  his 
home  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of 
Ashville.  His  sons  were  Eli,  Francis, 

Levi,  David  and  George.  Simeon  Pow- 
ers, the  first  pastor  of  the  first  (Baptist) 

religious  organization  in  the  town,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  located  in  1816  near 

Blockville,  but  in  1823  made  his  home 

on  lot  thirty-three,  township  two,  one 
mile  north  of  Panama,  where  he  resided 

until  his  death  in  1842.  He  has  many 
descendants  in  the  town.  William  Sco- 

field,  John  Deming,  Wanton  Morley. 
Levi  Rexford,  Joseph  Tichnor  and  John 
H.  Matteson  were  other  early  settlers 
in  this  section.  In  the  southeast  part 

Charles  and  Isaac  Hoag  settled  on  lot 

fifty-three,  township  one,  range  twelve. 
The  Hoag  family  is  a  prominent  one  in 
New  Hampshire  and  are  Quakers.  Elijah 
B.  Burt,  whose  sons  were  Ethan  and 
Barrett  E.,  removed  from  Busti  where 

he  first  settled,  to  lot  fifty-one,  township 

one,  range  twelve.  About  1830,  Eman- 
uel Smith,  father  of  Cyrus,  settled  here 

on  lot  forty-nine.  John  Badgley  of 

Busti,  bought  part  of  lots  fifty-seven 
and  fifty-eight  and  his  sons  Asa  and 
Nathan  occupied  the  old  place.  George 

Hawkins  came  in  1825,  bought  on  lot 

fifty  and  made  his  home  there.  He  had 

five  sons,  George,  James,  Francis,  Orrin 
and  Albert.  Nathan  Hawkins  and  Mar- 

vin Pardee  settled  near  him  on  lot  fifty- 

one,  Joshua  Rich  on  lot  fifty-seven, 
Cyrus  Ranson  on  lot  thirty-seven  in 
1825,  and  was  a  life-long  resident.  His 
sons  were  Cyrus,  Samuel,  Willard,  Asa, 

Elisha  and  Thomas.  George  W.  Wes- 
cott  bought  and  located  in  1826  on  lot 

twenty-seven,  later  removed  to  lot 
twenty-eight,  where  his  sons  Jerry  and 

Abraham  have  lived.  Benjamin  T.  Hol- 

brook  bought  on  lot  twenty-seven  in 
1827  and  lived  his  life  there.  His  sons, 

John  and  Henry,  were  later  residents 
on  the  homestead;  Benjamin  T.,  Jr., 

lived  on  lot  twenty-nine.  Ezra  Abbott 

located  in  1829  on  lot  forty-three.  Fran- 
cis W.  Mather  settled  on  the  Little 

Brokenstraw.  Amos  W.  Muzzy,  about 

1830,  made  his  home  on  lot  thirty-four. 
William  Kelso,  a  native  of  Westford, 

Otsego  County,  born  in  1805,  came  to 

Harmony  in  1834,  and  carried  on  black- 

smithing  and  wagon-making  for  over 
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fifty  years,  and  was  one  of  the  indus- 
trious factors  in  the  furthering  of  the 

prosperity  of  the  community.  He 

served  as  Assessor  and  School  Inspec- 
tor. William  S.  Kelso  has  conducted 

merchandising  for  many  years.  Pal- 
mer Cross,  a  native  of  Vermont,  came 

from  the  northern  part  of  New  York 
State  in  1827,  settled  north  of  Panama 

on  lot  forty-one,  township  two,  range 
thirteen,  and  was  a  resident  here  until 

his  death.  He  was  the  second  pastor 

of  the  Baptist  Church.  John  Lewis,  a 

local  Methodist  preacher  for  over  sixty 

years,  came  from  Vermont,  settled  in 
181 7  about  two  miles  east  of  Panama 

on  lot  twenty-four,  township  one,  range 

thirteen.  "There  was  nothing  but  a 
foot-path  from  his  place  west  to  the 

state  line."  His  son  Abner  was  a  law- 
yer, practiced  at  Panama  and  at  James- 

town ;  a  Deputy  Sheriff,  First  Judge  of 

the  county,  a  Member  of  Assembly  two 

years,  and  a  Member  of  Congress  for 
two  terms.  Levi,  another  son,  resided 

in  Panama.  "Judge  Lewis  did  more 
for  the  cause  of  temperance  than  any 

man  that  ever  lived  in  the  county." 
John  H.  Pray,  of  Vermont,  came  to 

Panama  in  1831,  was  in  trade  until  1855, 
and  studied  law  with  Hon.  Abner 

Lewis.  He  commenced  law  practice  in 

1836,  continued  until  about  1870,  and 

is  said  to  have  been  Panama's  first  law- 

yer. 
Ashville  took  its  name  from  the  cir- 

cumstance that  at  one  time  there  were 

four  asheries  in  operation  in  the  place. 
Alvin  Williams,  who  established  a  store 
here  in  the  fall  of  1822,  built  the  first 

ashery ;  Adolphus  Fletcher,  who  had 

also  engaged  in  trade  here,  built  an 

ashery  soon  after  and  later  Ephraim 
Berry  built  an  ashery,  and  another 

person  was  also  in  the  same  trade. 

In  1 82 1  and  1822  Titus  Kellogg, 

Alvin  Williams  and  Adolphus  Fletch- 
er   had    established    stores    here,  and 

in  1824  James  McClellan  erected 
a  dwelling  which  was  afterwards  used 
as  a  tavern.  In  1826  a  tannery  was 

built  by  Daniel  and  Joseph,  brothers  of 
Alvin  Williams.  Doctor  Elderkin  was 

the  first  physician  to  locate  here.  His 
successors  were  Hiram  Alden,  Stephen 
Eaton,  Simeon  Buzzell,  Doctor  Dorr, 

John  S.  King,  Doctor  Parker.  In  1870 
there  were  three  hundred  fifty  inhabi- 

tants who  sustained  Baptist,  Congrega- 
tional and  Methodist  Churches,  and  one 

school.  They  were  an  industrious  com- 
munity as  their  three  stores,  gristmill, 

sawmill,  two  shoe  shops,  two  wagon 

shops,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a  harness 
shop,  a  cabinet  shop  and  a  hotel  were 

all  in  "working  order."  Ashville  is  a 
station  of  the  Erie  Railway. 

Doctor  Williams  was  a  native  of  New 

England,  born  in  1806,  and  came  to 

Ashville  in  1824.  He  was  of  great  use 
to  this  little  community,  as  he  carried 

on  several  pursuits.  He  was  a  tanner, 
shoemaker,  merchant  and  farmer,  and 

was  much  in  town  affairs,  also  active 

in  the  advance  of  any  movement  which 

tended  to  the  growth  and  improvement 
of  his  town  and  county.  He  took  an 

active  part  in  originating  and  construct- 
ing the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  and 

the  Crosscut  Railroads.  His  children 

were:  Oscar  F.,  Addis  E.,  Adelaide 
E.,  Earl  P.  and  Alton  L.  Joseph  Hoyt 
commenced  merchandising  in  Ashville 

in  1836,  removed  to  Panama  about  1844 
and  continued  in  business.  In  connec- 

tion with  farming  he  attended  to  much 

public  business.  Morris  Norton,  a  na- 
tive of  Otsego  County,  settled  at  Ash- 

ville in  July,  1833.  He  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  did  much 

at  conveyancing,  etc.  He  was  Super- 
visor of  Harmony  and  County  Super- 

intendent of  the  Poor.  He  married 

Olivia  Kent  of  Rome,  New  York,  and 

had  six  daughters:  Helen  ()..  married 
Dr.  William  P.  Bemus,  of  Jamestown; 
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Jennie,  wife  of  Enoch  A.  Curtis,  of  Fre- 
donia ;  Therese  M.,  married  William  W. 

Patridge  ;  Gertrude  N.,  married  Charles 

T.  Douglass,  Busti ;  Ida  E.,  and  Alice 

I.,  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Agnew,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Pennsylvania. 

Panama  was  incorporated  as  a  vil- 
lage in  1 86 1  and  was  formerly  the  chief 

business  place  of  the  town.  It  now  has 

about  four  hundred  population,  is  the 
center  of  butter  and  cheese  factories, 

has  one  hotel,  churches,  a  steam  mill, 

and  a  few  business  houses.  The  mill- 

site  at  the  upper  village  has  been  used 
ever  since  Jesse  Smith  and  Horatio 
Dix  built  a  saw  and  gristmill  there  in 
1824.  From  this  ancient  millsite  the 

lovely  village  stretches  down  the  beauti- 
ful valley  for  half  a  mile,  its,  principal 

street  being  a  graceful  avenue  over- 
shadowed by  magnificent  trees. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Panama  was 

of  logs,  built  in  1823  and  located  near 

the  center  of  the'  East  Cemetery.  This 
was  destroyed  by.  fire  in  January,  1825; 

the  loss  of  the  books  was  a  great  mis- 

fortune as  they  could  not  be  easily  re- 
placed, for  in  those  early  times  ready 

money  was  scarce.  Jesse  Smith  was 
the  teacher,  and  school  was  to  continue, 

a  log  hut  was  soon  secured,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  term  the  scholars  showed 

their  appreciation  of  their  educational 

opportunities  by  an  exhibition,  and  a 

"real  literary  treat"  was  enjoyed  by 
their  friends.  A  second  schoolhouse 

was  built  on  the  Rocks  near  the  hotel 

site.  John  Steward  who  settled  in  1821, 
two  miles  east  of  Panama,  was  a  teacher 

there  in  1828  and  1829.  The  third  was 

the  "old  red  schoolhouse"  on  the  hill. 
About  1827  a  few  people  commenced 

to  build  frame  houses;  Benjamin  Smith 

erected  one  near  the  site  of  Frank  Hill's 
shop.  The  first  hotel  in  the  village  was 
opened  in  1827,  and  not  long  after,  one 
Smith  built  a  hotel.  The  first  hotel  on 

the  flat  was  kept  in  a  building  moved 

from  the  hill.  Jesse  Smith  built  a  tav- 
ern where  the  brick  hotel  stands ;  this 

corner  has  been  used  as  a  hotel  site 
since. 

A  hamlet  of  log  houses  preceded  the 
building  of  the  mill  at  the  upper  village. 

In  1824  also,  Moses  Cushman  Marsh 

(father  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Clark)  from  Mass- 
achusetts, who  had  been  a  wealthy 

Cuban  trader,  and  by  the  dishonesty  of 
southern  customers  had  been  brought 
to  failure,  came  to  this  new  country  to 

repair  his  fortunes  by  a  development  of 
the  wilderness.  He  located  at  the  lower 

village,  built  the  first  frame  house  in  the 

vicinity,  opened  the  first  store  cf  the 
place,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Panama,  and,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  United  States  Post  Office  De- 

partment at  Washington  procured  by 
Hon.  W.  B.  Hooker,  who  was  made 
Postmaster  of  the  office  of  Panama  on 

its  establishment,  March  22,  1826,  and 

was  very  prominent  in  affairs  until  his 

death  in  1833.  "His  wife  was  a  woman 
of  great  strength  of  character  and  it  is 
said  possessed  the  gift  of  oratory  to  a 

remarkable  degree."  The  first  birth  at 
Panama  was  that  of  Eaton,  son  of  Ben- 

jamin Smith  ;  the  second  that  of  Mary 

L.,  daughter  of  Mr.  Marsh.  Both  oc- 
curred in  1827.  Jesse  Smith  taught  the 

first  winter  school  in  1825-26,  and  Sarah 
Marsh  taught  the  first  summer  school  in 
1826. 

The  Cooks  of  various  families  were 

among  the  early  settlers.  Stephen 

Cook,  son  of  Warham  and  Mary  (Bush- 

nell)  Cook,  born  in  Oneida  County,  Oc- 
tober 6,  1805,  came  in  February,  1827, 

and  selected  a  home  to  be  carved  out 

of  the  primitive  forest.  He  returned  to 

Oneida  County  and  the  next  spring  re- 
turned with  his  younger  half-brother, 

William,  and  they  both  became  life  resi- 
dents of  Harmony.  Stephen  located 

first  on  lot  thirty-two,  township  one 

and  later  on  lot  fifty-one  on  the  Goshen 
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Road.     His  nearest  neighbor  at  first 

was  three  miles  away  through  an  un- 
broken forest.    Having  made  a  clearing 

and  put  up  a  log  house  he  again  went 
east  and  married  Ruth  Anthony.  They 

lived    on    this    homestead  thirty-two 
years  ;  by  industry  and  thrift  brought  a 
large  and  productive  farm  into  being, 
and  here  their  six  children  were  born, 

of  whom  Orlando  and  H.  H.  now  re- 

side in  town.    In  1864  Mr.  Cook  re- 
moved to  Panama.    Orlando  owns  the 

homestead.     Mrs.  Cook  died  in  Feb- 

ruary, 1886,  and  Mr.  Cook  April  23, 

T894.     H.  H.  Cook,  son  of  Stephen, 

was  born  August  23,  1840,  and  lived  on 
the  farm  until  March,  1862,  when  he 

went  to  Illinois.    He  enlisted  July  18, 

1862,  in  Company  E,  Ninety-first  Regi- 
ment, Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  was 

taken  prisoner  at  Elizabethtown,  Ken- 

tucky, December  28,  1862,  by  Morgan's 
Cavalry,  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Ben- 

ton Barracks,  Missouri,  July  1,  1863;  he 

was  exchanged  and  sent  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  where  he  served  until 

the  close  of  the  war.    He  has  been  a 

resident    of    Panama    since    the  war. 

William  G.  Cook,  son  of  Warham  and 

Olive    (Gay)    Cook,   born    in  Oneida 

County,  January  14,  1808,  came  in  1828, 

bought  a  part  of  lot  fifty-one  and  after 
ten  years  labor  here,  removed  to  the 

vicinity  of  Panama.    In  1832  he  mar- 
ried Amy  Benton  who  died  in  1892. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  united  with  the 

Baptist   Church   in   Panama   in  1834. 

About   1831   Mr.  Cook  lost  his  right 
arm  but  performed  all  kinds  of  farm 
work,  and  even  cleared  land  for  others 

by  the  acre.    He  died  April  12,  1894 

His  two  children,  Lyman  C.  Cook  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Button  survive  him.  Elisha 

Cook  settled  a  short  distance  from  the 

village  of  Panama.    H.  J.  Cook,  a  farm- 
er,  is   the   representative   of  another 

branch  of  the  Cook  family.    Hon.  Eben- 
ezer  G.  Cook,  born  in  Oneida  County 

in  1808,  settled  on  lot  fifty,  township 

one,  range  thirteen,  and  developed  a 
fine  farm  where  he  lived  over  forty 

years,  and  reared  a  large  family.  He 
has  ever  been  prominent  in  affairs.  He 
served  in  offices  of  trust,  and  was  a 

Member  of  Assembly.  Ten  of  his  eleven 
children  attained  maturity.  Philander 
and  DeForest  located  at  Panama,  where 

the  latter  has  conducted  merchandising 

for  years.  Elihu  Cook,  a  brother  of 
E.  G.  Cook,  was  a  physician,  resided 
here  for  some  years,  and  later  lived  in 
Fredonia. 

The  Pringle  family  are  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Homer  Pringle,  Sr.,  came  to 

this  county  from  Otsego  County  with 

his  family  in  the  spring  of  1828.  He 
bought  of  the  Holland  Land  Company 

the  west  half  of  lot  thirty-two  in  the 
second  township  and  the  thirteenth 

range  in  Harmony.  Homer  Pringle, 

Sr.,  was  accompanied  by  his  brother, 

James  H.,  who  bought  a  piece  of  land 
on  lot  forty,  same  township  and  range 
as  his  brother.  James  H.  soon  sold  his 
farm,  went  to  Jamestown  and,  after  a 

few  years,  went  south,  then  to  Buffalo, 
and  subsequently  to  Michigan,  where 
he  went  into  the  lumber  business.  He 

died  about  1883  leaving  a  widow  and 

one  daughter.  Benjamin  Pringle,  an- 
other brother,  came  west  as  far  as  Ba- 

tavia,  New  York.  He  was  a  lawyer 
and  held  various  offices  of  trust.  He 

was  a  Judge  of  Genesee  County,  a  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  a  Member  of  Con- 

gress, and  was  sent,  under  the  Lincoln 
administration,  to  Cape  Town,  South 

Africa,  as  a  Judge  of  a  mixed  court ;  he 
died  about  1886  in  Minnesota,  leaving 

a  son  and  daughter.  Homer  Pringle, 
Sr.,  died  in  1878,  having  lived  fifty  years 
on  the  same  farm.  lie  brought  up  a 

family  of  ten  children.  Those  living 

are  Eugene  Pringle  of  Jackson.  Mich- 
igan. He  is  an  attorney  and  has  held 

various  offices  in  his  state.  Mayor  of  his 
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city,  prosecuting  attorney,  Member  of 

Assembly  and  a  Member  of  State  Sen- 
ate. He  is  married  and  has  two  daugh- 

ters. Jane  married  A.  J.  Palmer,  a 
farmer  of  Harmony ;  she  has  three 
children,  Clarence  S.,  Herbert  N.,  and 

Blanche  L.  Clarence  is  a  lawyer,  was  at 

one  time  a  partner  of  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions ;  is  now  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Henry  is  unmarried.  Homer,  Jr.,  lives 

on  the  old  homestead,  married  Gert- 
rude Brown  and  his  three  children, 

Benjamin,  James  and  Mary  G.  L.  An- 
nette married  G.  E.  Brightman,  a  farm- 

er, resides  at  Milton  Junction,  Wiscon- 
sin. She  has  two  children,  Robert  and 

Inez.  Homer  Pringle,  Sr.,  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

William  T.  Morse,  an  early  settler, 
born  in  Stoughton,  Massachusetts,  in 

1805,  removed  with  his  father  to  Onon- 
daga County  in  1 81 9.  In  1826  he  came 

to  Chautauqua  County,  bought  one 
hundred  twenty-one  acres  of  wild  land 

in  Harmony  and. in  1829  took  posses- 
sion, cleared  and  cultivated  the  land 

and  has  since  occupied  the  farm.  He 

married  Amelia,  daughter  of  Rufus  An- 
thony, of  Scott,  Cortland  County.  They 

had  nine  children :  Silas,  who  was  a 

soldier  in  Company  K.,  Ninety-seventh- 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers,  died 
in  Virginia  of  disease  contracted  in  the 

army,  November  25,  1863;  William 

(deceased) ;  Clarissa,  Marinda,  El- 
bridge  G.,  Henry  S.,  John  W.,  Mary 
and  Maria.  Mrs.  Morse  died  in  March, 
1888. 

Francis  Starkweather,  a  pensioner  of 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  was  born  in 

Skaneateles,  Onondaga  County,  in  1836, 
Francis  married  Matilda,  daughter  of 

Nathan  and  Lucinda  Eggleston  of  Har- 
mony, and  settled  at  Panama  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  wagons. 

The  Eggleston  family  were  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  at  Panama.  In  1862  Mr. 

Starkweather  enlisted  in  Company  F, 

One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment,  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  was  with  the 

army  until  mustered  out. 

Physicians. — Charles  Parker,  M.  D., 
youngest  son  of  Benjamin  and  Marv 
Parker,  was  born  at  Burlington  April  6, 

1812.  He  followed  the  practice  of  his 

profession,  that  of  a  homeopathic  phy- 
sician, until  the  spring  of  1870,  when  he 

retired  to  farm  life  near  Panama,  where 

he  died  December  26,  1892.  He  mar- 
ried first  Orlinda,  daughter  of  Samuel 

Sinclear  of  Sinclairville.  Thev  had  five 

sons  ;  two  died  in  infancy,  three  in  the 
military  service  of  their  country  in  the 
Civil  War.  Charles  and  Albert  died. 

David  B.  Parker  of  Randolph,  is  Vice 
President  and  the  general  manager  of 

the  Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Buf- 
falo. Charles  Parker  married,  second, 

Elizabeth  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Ather- 
ly.  (Mr.  Atherlv  came  to  Ashville  in 
1831.  He  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia  in 

1786,  married  Triphena  Loomis.  He 
was  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 

(Wigram)  Atherly  who  came  from 
Portsmouth,  England,  in  1874.)  Their 
children  are :  Samuel  A.  Parker  who 

resides  on  the  homestead ;  Will  D.  Par- 
ker of  Mayville,  Clerk  of  the  Surrogate 

Court ;  Lettie  O.  Parker,  resides  with 

her  mother  at  Panama ;  Julius  W.  Par- 
ker of  West  Ferndale,  Washington,  and 

Milton  E.  Parker  of  Santa  Fe,  Oklaho- 

ma. Doctor  Parker  was  an  able  phy- 
sician. He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 

the  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and 
Natural  Science. 

Doctor  Johnson  was  an  early  phy- 

sician. He  was  soon  followed  by  Doc- 
tor Hood,  who,  however,  attended  more 

to  his  store  than  his  profession.  Dr. 

Stephen  Peck,  a  well  educated  physic- 
ian, and  careful  and  conscientious  prac- 

titioner, located  on  the  hill.  His  prac- 
tice was  a  large  and  useful  one.  He 

lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Doctor  Cor- 
nelius Ormes  practiced  here  from  1833 
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to  1863,  when  he  removed  to  James- 
town. 

Edson  E.  Boyd,  M.  D.,  of  Ashville,  is 
a  native  of  Carroll,  where  he  was  horn 

in  Decemher,  1832.  He  studied  medi- 
cine, and  was  graduated  from  the  Uni- 

versity of  the  City  of  New  York  in 

1854.  He  commenced  practice  in 
Jamestown  and  removed  to  Ashville  in 
1856.  At  the  formation  of  the  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment,  New  York 
Volunteers,  he  was  commissioned  First 

Assistant  Surgeon,  and  was  honorably 

discharged  November  9,  1863,  at  Ann- 
apolis, Indiana,  on  account  of  physical 

disability. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Rice,  born  in  Harmony  Oc- 

tober 22,  1841,  practiced  here  for  twen- 
ty years,  and  removed  to  Jamestown 

where  he  died. 

Dr.  John  C.  Lewis,  son  of  Marshall 
L.  Lewis,  was  born  in  Ellery  August  6, 
1848.  He  was  educated  at  Westfield 

Academy  and  received  his  degree  of 

Doctor  of  Medicine  February  24,  1874, 
at  Buffalo  University,  and  established 

himself  for  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Panama  in  December,  1874.  He 

is  a  member  of  Chautauqua  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  has  been  President, 

and  of  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 

Lawyers. — Walter  L.  Sessions,  (see 
sketch).  Loren  B.  Sessions,  son  of 

John  S.  and  Sally  (Green)  Sessions,  was 
born  in  Brandon,  Vermont.  He  read 

law  with  his  brother,  Walter  L.,  at 
Panama,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 

1852,  and  was  in  practice  until  1881. 

He  has  been  Supervisor  of  Harmony 

twenty-three  years,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Board  eighteen  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1878, 

1879,  1880  and  1 881. 

Churches. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  organ- 
ized at  Blockville,  (where  the  first  re- 

ligious services  in  the  town  were  held 
by  Rev.  Simeon  Powers),  May  15,  1 81 7. 

The  primary  meeting  for  organization 

was  held  April  5.  The  constituent  mem- 
bers were  Rev.  Simeon  Powers  and  Pol- 

ly Powers,  Timothy  and  Ruth  Jenner, 
Orange  and  Jemima  Phelps,  Samuel  and 
Susan  Hurlbut,  Oliver  and  Betsey  Pier, 
Israel  and  Hannah  Carpenter,  Caleb 

and  Phebe  Beals,  Moses  Jenner  and 
Aurilla  Groom.  The  field  was  divided 

into  east,  west  and  middle  sections. 

The  "east"  was  Blockville  ;  in  the  "mid- 
dle'' section  services  were  held  for  some 

years  at  a  school  house  one  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  Panama ;  in  the 

"west"  section  meetings  were  held  at 
a  schoolhouse  one-half  mile  west  of 

Panama.  In  1834  and  1835,  through 

the  liberality  of  some  Presbyterian  peo- 
ple of  Panama,  a  beautiful  site  for  a 

church  was  obtained  at  that  place,  and 
a  church  was  built  which  centralized  the 

religious  labors  here.  In  1828  the  new 
church  at  Ashville  received  several 

members  from  this  church,  and  in  1834 

thirty-seven  were  dismissed,  mostly  to 
form  the  North  Harmony  Church. 
The  first  Church  built  was  burned  De- 

cember 25,  1859,  and  one  costing  four 
thousand  dollars  was  built  in  i860.  The 

Church  very  early  commenced  Sabbath 
School  work,  and  has  received  a  great 

strength  from  it.  It  ever  took  strong 

grounds  against  all  secret,  oath-bound 
societies.  When  slavery  divided 
church  and  brotherhoods,  this  old 

Church  of  Harmony  ever  lifted  its  voice 
and  recorded  its  vote  in  favor  of  free- 

dom ;  in  the  Civil  War  it  offered  its  sons 

as  warriors,  and  gave  its  solemn  vows 

to  stand  by  the  "Stars  and  Stripes." 
Its  membership  for  many  years  has  av- 

eraged two  hundred. 

The  Congregational  Church  at  Ash- 
ville was  organized  with  nine  members 

June  10,  1820,  by  Rev.  John  Spencer. 
He  was  its  first  pastor,    A  house  of 
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worship  was  erected  in  1834  at  a  cost 
of  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Blockville  originated  in  a  class  formed 

in  1818.  In  January,  1822,  it  was  organ- 
ized with  six  members  by  Rev.  Mr. 

Hill,  first  pastor.  Their  Church  edi- 
fice was  built  in  1849;  cost  fifteen  hun- 

dred dollars. 

The  Baptist  Church  at  Ashville  was 

organized,  July,  1828,  Rev.  Jarius 
Handy  officiating,  with  these  members : 
Hiram  Alden,  Charles  D.  Slayton, 

James  McClellau,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Nathaniel 

H.  Stow,  Anson  Phelps,  Heber  Cow- 
den,  Daniel  Higley,  Albert  Partridge, 

John  Wellman,  John  Rugg,  George  L. 
Case,  Peter  L.  Phelps,  John  Morton, 
Ephriam  Case,  and  seventeen  females 

— in  all  thirty-two.  Ephriam  Case  was 
chosen  the  first  deacon ;  James  Mc- 
Clellan,  Clerk.  Their  Church  edifice 

was  erected  in  1836. 

The  First  Congregational  Church 

was  organized  November  28,  1830,  by 
Rev.  Justin  Marsh,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Leonard  and  Rev.  Isaac  Jones, 

all  members  of  Buffalo  Presbytery. 
The  church  was  received  under  the  care 

of  that  Presbytery.  After  several  years 
it  became  the  First  Presbyterian 

Church  of  Panama.  Of  the  early  mem- 
bers were  Orrin  Matthews  and  wife, 

Isahel  Clark  and  wife,  Margaret  Mor- 

gan, Mary  Nichols,  Benjamin  and  Eu- 
nice D.  Smith,  Emiline  M.  Smith,  Dr. 

Stephen  Peck,  Dr.  Cornelius  Ormes, 

John  H.  and  Esther  Pray,  Matilda 
Chase,  Samantha  Dix,  Deacon  Josiah 

Holbrook  and  wife,  Nehemiah  Sperry 
and  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Dix,  Reuben  Davis 

and  wife,  Noah  Harrington  and  wife. 
The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Alfred  W. 

Gray.  Other  early  pastors  were  Aaron 
Van  Wormer,  Aimer  D.  Olds,  O.  D. 

Hibbard,  A.  Worthington,  Charles 

Merwin.  For  many  years  their  place 

of  worship  was  in  the  tannery,  which 

had  been  fitted  up  for  that  purpose. 
Their  church  edifice  was  erected  in 

1846.  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess  was  pastor 

from  February,  1861,  until  the  last  of 

November,  1875.  The  next  pastor  was 

Rev.  James  Phillips  ;  he  was  succeeded 

by  the  Rev.  I.  I.  St.  John,  then  for  sev- 

eral years  this  church  was  supplied  oc- 
casionally by  theological  students.  In 

1886  or  1887  Rev.  I.  Brodnal  com- 
menced a  pastorate  which  continued 

five  years.  The  church  has  had  no  set- 
tled minister. 

The  Free  Baptist  Church  of  Har- 
mony was  organized  at  Nathaniel 

Clark's,  Kings  Corners,  December  4, 
T830;  Elders  Harmon  Jenkins  and 

Thomas  Grinold,  officiating.  The  mem- 

bers were  Timothy  Walkley,  David  Lu- 
cas, Nathaniel  Clark,  David  Clark, 

James  Alexander,  Asa  Wait,  Ebenezer 

Thaver,  Samuel  Reed,  Phineas  Cham- 
berlain and  many  of  their  wives ;  Isaac 

Phelps,  Freeman  Williams,  Sarah  Bur- 
ham,  Rhoda  Keith  and  Pamelia  Bald- 

win. Asa  Wait  was  chosen  Clerk.  The 

first  deacon  was  David  Lucas,  chosen 

January,  1834,  and  who  held  the  office 
till  his  death,  September  4,  1872.  The 

church  was  subsequently  moved  south 
to  the  town  line  and  took  the  name  of 

"Clvmer  and  Harmony  Church." 

GEORGE  W.  APPLEBY. 

A  leading  business  man  and  public-spir- 
ited citizen  of  the  town  of  Harmony  is 

George  W.  Appleby,  who  was  born  October 
17,  1846,  on  the  farm  on  the  northeast  cor- 

ner of  the  town  of  Clymer.  In  1830,  his 
grandfather,  Justus  Appleby,  moved  from 
Livingstone  County  to  the  Town  of  Har- 

mony, when  David  Appleby,  father  of 
George  W.  Appleby,  was  sixteen  years  of 

age. 
Mr.  Appleby  for  a  number  of  years  has 

taken  an  active  interest  in  business  affairs. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  bus- 
iness as  a  merchant  in  a  general  store  at 

Watts  Flats,  the  year  following  the  comple- 
tion  of  the  Atlantic   and   Great  Western 
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Railroad.  From  1865  to  1873  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  farmer.  In  1881  he  formed  a 

co-partnership  with  H.  W.  True  in  a  grist 
mill  business  at  Watts  Flats;  this  co-part- 

nership continued  for  four  years.  Since 
1875  he  has  successfully  been  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  He  has  always  kept 
abreast  with  the  times  and  by  judicious  man- 

agement and  wise  consideration  of  patrons' 
needs  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade. 
Twenty-nine  years  of  square  dealing  and 
honest  business  methods  has  made  for  him 
an  enviable  reputation  in  the  commercial 
world.  In  the  spring  of  1902  he  established 
the  first  independent  telephone  system  in 
the  Town  of  Harmony  which  has  proven 
very  successful. 

He  was  married  to  Loania  Morey,  Novem- 
ber 16,  18G5.  They  have  one  son,  Alton  H. 

Appleby.  Mr.  Appleby  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  Party,  having  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  a  member  of 
Council  No.  73,  Royal  Arcanum  since  1883. 
He  is  an  upright  man,  straightforward  in 
his  business  dealings  and  stands  high  in  the 

estimation  of  Harmony's  best  citizens. 

REV.   PALMER  CROSS. 

Rev.  Palmer  Cross  was  born  in  Rutland, 
Vermont,  178G.  When  but  a  few  years  old 
his  father,  Abel  Cross,  moved  his  family  to 
what  is  now  known  as  Felts  Mills,  Jeffer- 

son County,  New  York.  When  only  about 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  commenced  study- 

ing for  the  ministry  and  without  much  to 

encourage,  as  his  father's  family  were  not 
inclined  to  the  faith  of  his  belief  (they  be- 

ing Universalists.he  a  Baptist)  but  with  such 
facilities  as  be  could  command,  but  little 
else  than  the  Bible,  with  untiring  energy 
he  obtained  a  great  success  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  was  licensed  to  preach.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-six  enlisted  as  a  soldier  for 
the  time  being  and  engaged  himself  to  the 
United  States  for  the  termination  of  the  War 
of  1812. 

In  1824  he  moved  his  family  to  Chautauqua 
County,  near  Panama,,  where  he  bought 
land  which  in  later  years  became  a  farm 
and  where  he  reared  his  family.  By  his  first 
wife,  Naoma  Blackmore,  his  children  were: 
Harriet  A.,  who  married  D.  G.  Powers;  Pal- 

mer, married  Mary  Rice;  Julia,  married 
Humphry  Richardson;  Eber,  married  Polly 
Rexford,  and  Polly,  who  married  Alonzo 
Manley. 

By  his  second  wife,  who  vi  is  Julia  Hurl- 

but  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hurlbut  of 
Blockville,  was  born  Holland,  Flora  Chris- 

tine and  Bell.  The  first  named  have  all 
died,  the  latter  are,  at  this  writing,  alive  and 
have  families. 

Rev.  Palmer  Cross  was  an  early  pastor 
of  the  Panama  Baptist  Church  and  later  of 
the  North  Harmony  Church,  and  was  in- 

strumental in  organizing  what  was  known 
as  the  Harmony  Baptist  Association,  now 
called  Chautauqua;  was  a  great  worker,  a 
kind  father,  generous  with  every  one,  never 
idle  but  improved  his  time  to  the  benefit 
of  mankind;  a  man  not  easily  forgotten. 
He  died  February  8,  1870,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

GRANT   EARL  NEIL. 

Grant  Earl  Neil  was  born  April  8,  1808,  at 
Ashville.  His  father,  Augustus  Neil,  came 
to  this  country  when  but  eighteen  years  of 
age  in  1860,  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  from 
the  Town  of  Harmony  as  a  member  of  Com- 

pany D,  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment, 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  served  three 
years,  and  now  resides  in  Ashville.  His 
mother,  Urania  M.  (Whitford)  Neil,  was  the 
daughter  of  Orison  Whitford,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  having 
settled  on  the  west  sho^e  of  Chautauqua 
Lake  just  below  the  Narrows  in  1818.  Mr. 
Neil  was  the  oldest  boy  of  a  family  of  seven 
children;  there  were  three  senior  sisters 
and  two  brothers  and  a  sister  younger.  His 
early  education  was  in  the  graded  school  at 
Ashville  and  the  Jamestown  Union  School. 
He  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
in  District  Number  Eleven,  Town  of  Har- 

mony, and  continued  to  teach  until  elected 
School  Commissioner,  attending  schools  for 
teachers  during  vacations.  In  September, 
1891,  Mr.  Neil  went  from  Charlotte  Center 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  school  for  three 
years  to  Gerry  as  Principal  of  the  Gerry 
Graded  School  and  in  September,  1892,  be- 

came Principal  of  the  Lakewood  Union 
School  at  Lakewood,  where  he  remained 

three  years.  In  1896  he  was  elected  Com- 
missioner and  re-elected  in  1899.  In  1896 

he  was  the  author  and  compiler  of  a  town- 
ship and  district  map  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty, published  by  the  Mathews-Northrup 

Company  which  is  in  nearly  every  school  and 
office  in  the  county.  While  Principal  of  the 
Lakewood  Union  School  Mr.  Neil  registered 
with  the  law  firm  of  Sessions  &  Sessions 

where  he  served  as  Clerk  and  as  law  stu- 
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dent.  As  a  teacher  Commissioner  Neil  was 

a  thorough  disciplinarian  and  had  the  fac- 
ulty of  stimulating  the  ambition  of  his  stu- 

dents and  associates  as  is  attested  by  the 
prominent  positions  which  many  of  them 
have  obtained.  As  a  School  Commissioner 
his  work  was  of  that  same  energetic  nature 
that  characterized  his  teaching,  especially 
so  in  the  building  up  and  guarding  the  in- 

terests of  the  common  school  districts,  rea- 
lizing that  in  these  schools  the  greatest  part 

of  the  rural  children  will  complete  their 
education.  He  also  advised  with  the  Trus- 

tees about  the  management  of  the  business 
affairs  of  the  various  districts  under  his 
charge,  keeping  them  posted  in  regard  to 
their  important  duties  and  appointing  clays 
on  which  he  would  meet  with  Town  Clerks 

to  receive  and  review  Trustees  reports.  Po- 
litically Commissioner  Neil  has  always  been 

a  Republican  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  his 

party's  principles. 

WALTER    L.  SESSIONS. 

Walter  L.  Sessions  was  born  in  Brandon, 

Vermont,  October,  4,  1820.  He  was  the  sec- 
ond son  of  John  and  Sally  (Greene)  Sessions. 

He  was  born  of  English  ancestry  who  set- 
tled in  New  England  in  the  seventeen ch 

century.  One  of  his  ancestors  was  Amasa 
Sessions,  a  Captain  with  Putnam  in  the 
French  War.  The  Sessions  early  espoused 
the  cause  of  America  against  Great  Britain. 
Walter  L.  Sessions  was  related  to  Governor 
Sessions  of  Rhode  Island,  who  officially  and 
personally  did  much  for  the  American  side 
in  the  revolt  of  the  Colonies  against  Eng- 

land. He  was  also  related  to  Robert  Ses- 
sions who  was  one  of  the  men  who  threw 

the  tea  overboard  into  Boston  harbor  and 
who  later  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  American 
Army  serving  with  ability  through  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  On  his  maternal  side 
Walter  L.  Sessions  was  also  related  to  Gen- 

eral Nathaniel  Greene  of  Revolutionary 
fame.  In  1835  he  came  with  his  parents, 
his  four  brothers  and  two  sisters  from  Ver- 

mont to  Clymer,  Chautauqua  County.  Here 
they  settled  on  a  farm  in  an  unbroken  wild- 

erness. On  this  farm  he  shared  with  his 
father  and  brothers  the  toil  and  care  of 
those  early  days,  laying  the  foundations  of 
that  love  of  agriculture  and  country  life, 

that  admiration  of  nature's  display  in  field 
and  forest,  hill  and  valley,  which  remained 
with  him  to  his  last  day.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  until  he  became  of  age.    He  was  edu- 

cated in  the  common  schools  and  at  West- 
field  Academy.  After  finishing  his  studies 
at  Westfield  he  taught  several  terms  of 
school  and  was  also  Superintendent  of 

Schools  for  years.  Mr.  Sessions  was  natu- 
rally attracted  to  the  study  of  law  and  after 

he  became  of  age  he  went  to  Panama  and 
read  law  with  Hon.  Abner  Lewis  of  that 
village. 

In  1849  Mr.  Sessions  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  also  to  the  Bar 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  at  the  only  Gen- 

eral Term  of  the  Supreme  Court  ever  heid 
in  Chautauqua  County.  Later  he  was  also 
admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 

ed States.  Upon  his  admission  to  the  Bar 
he  engaged  in  law  practice  in  Panama. 
Devoted  to  his  profession,  possessing  a 

fine  legal  and  logical  mind,  an  ardent  stu- 
dent, and  strong  and  practical  of  speech  be- 

fore Judge  and  jury,  he  conducted  success- 
fully some  of  the  most  important  civil  and 

criminal  cases  ever  prosecuted  in  the  courts 
held  in  Chautauqua  County. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sessions  was  a  Republican. 
He  was  elected  Member  of  the  New  York 
State  Assembly  for  the  year  1853  and  was 
re-elected  for  1854.  During  his  second  year 
as  Member  of  the  Assembly  he  was  ap- 

pointed Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  the  most  important  com- 

mittee of  the  Assembly.  Mr.  Sessions  was 
the  youngest  man  who  had  ever  held  that 
position  which  made  him  the  leader  of  his 
party  in  the  Assembly. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Senate  in  18G0,  1861,  1866  and  1867,  and 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  Senate  for  the  four  years  he  was  a 
member  of  that  body.  His  appointment  as 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  made 
him  also  leader  of  his  party  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sessions  was  associated  in  the  Senate 
with  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  state, 
among  whom  were  Senator  Ezra  Cornell, 
the  founder  of  Cornell  University;  Senator 
Charles  J.  Folger,  afterward  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals ;  Senator  Andrew  D.  White, 
afterward  President  of  Cornell  LTniversity. 
The  fact  that  from  among  so  many  able 
and  brilliant  men  Mr.  Sessions  was  made 
leader  of  the  Senate  was  very  gratifying  to 
his  friends  and  constituents  who  knew  his 
ability  when  they  elected  him.  In  1863  and 
1864  Mr.  Sessions  was  the  Supervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Harmony.  In  1870,  1872  and  1884 
he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-second,  the  J?  or- 
ty-third    and    the    Forty-ninth  Congresses. 
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During  his  first  and  second  terms  in  Con- 
gress he  represented  Chautauqua  and  Cat- 

taraugus Counties,  but  later  Allegany  Coun- 
ty was  added  to  the  Congressional  District, 

so  upon  his  re-election  to  the  Forty-ninth 
Congress  Mr.  Sessions  represented  these 
three  counties. 
As  a  Member  of  Congress  he  labored 

faithfully  and  devotedly  for  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  his  district,  serving  as  a 
valued  member  on  some  of  the  most  import- 

ant committees,  among  which  was  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.  By  reason  of  his 

position  on  this  committee  Mr.  Sessions  was 
enabled  to  be  of  great  service  to  his  con- 

stituents who  were  living  or  engaged  in 
business  upon  Indian  lands  in  Cattaraugus 
County.  The  writer  of  this  sketch  quotes 
from  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Edward  B.  Vree- 
land  of  Salamanca,  the  present  Member  of 

Congress,  regarding  Mr.  Sessions'  labors  for 
the  people  of  that  locality.  Mr.  Vreeland 
says: 

"The  Hon.  Walter  L.  Sessions  is  held  in 
high  esteem  and  grateful  remembrance  by 
the  people  in  the  Towns  of  Allegany,  Carrol- 
ton,  Great  Valley,  Salamanca,  Red  House 

and  Cold  Spring  for  his  efforts  in  Congress 
in  passing  what  is  known  as  the  Act  of  1875, 
an  act  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  right 
of  white  people  to  live  upon  this  Indian 
Reservation.  Some  eight  or  nine  thousand 
people  are  directly  interested.  Until  Mr. 
Sessions  took  hold  of  this  matter  several 
thousand  people  were  living  merely  as 
squatters  upon  the  Reservation,  without  any 
rights  whatsoever  and  liable  to  be  driven  off 
at  a  moment's  notice.  These  people  had 
been  obliged  to  locate  at  Salamanca  and 
other  points  on  account  of  the  building  of 
the  Brie  and  Atlantic  and  Great  Western 
Railroads.  Salamanca  had  become  a  village 
of  perhaps  two  thousand  inhabitants  in 
1875.  Stores,  dwellings,  school  bouses, 
churches,  had  been  erected  upon  the  Reser- 

vation here  upon  the  strength  of  leases 
made  with  individual  Indians.  These  leases 
had  no  value  whatsoever  in  law.  Mr.  Ses- 

sions worked  the  bill  through  Congress 
against  strong  opposition,  confirming  leases 
which  had  been  already  made  and  giving  to 
the  Council  of  the  Seneca  Nation  the  right 
to  make  legal  leases  of  renewal.  The  people 
in  these  towns  always  appreciated  Mr.  Ses- 

sions' work  very  highly." 
Mr.  Sessions  was  always  the  friend  of  the 

soldier,  introducing  bills  in  Congress  for 
their  benefit,  one  of  which  to  enable  hon- 

orably discharged  soldiers,  their  widows  and 
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children  to  acquire  homesteads  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States.  Another  bill 

he  introduced  of  interest  to  soldiers  was  one 

to  allow  totally  disabled  soldiers  and  sea- 
men increased  pensions. 

During  Mr.  Sessions'  term  in  Congress 
a  bill  was  introduced  and  became  a  law 

■allowing  Members  of  Congress  an  increase 
of  salary  including  back  pay.  Mr.  Sessions 
voted  against  the  bill  and  upon  its  becom- 

ing a  law  he  returned  his  share  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  Treasury- 

After  Mr.  Sessions'  retirement  from  Con- 
gress he  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of 

law  and  other  business. 

In  1887  he  removed  his  law  office  to  James- 
town but  continued  to  reside  in  Panama, 

dividing  his  time  between  the  two  places. 
In  1891  he  formed  a  law  partnership  at 

Jamestown  with  his  only  son  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions, Jr.,  the  firm  being  Sessions  &  Ses- 

sions. 

In  April  1892  Governor  Roswell  P.  Flower 
appointed  Mr.  Sessions  one  of  the  three 
Commissioners  from  the  State  of  New  York 

to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chi- 
cago, to  act  with  the  three  other  Commis- 

sioners from  New  York  State  who  had  been 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Benjamin  Harrison.  These  six 
Commissioners  constituted  a  non-partisan 
Board  of  General  Managers.  Mr.  Sessions, 
with  Messrs.  Chauncey  M.  Depew  of  New 
York  City  and  Gorton  W.  Allen  of  Auburn, 
representing  the  Republican  Party  and 
John  Boyd  Thatcher  of  Albany,  Charles  A. 
Sweet  of  Buffalo  and  Louis  M.  Howland  of 
New  York  City,  representing  the  Democratic 
Party.  The  New  York  State  Legislature  ap- 

propriated six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  expenses  connected  with  a  suitable  ex- 

hibit from  New  York  State  at  the  Exposi- 
tion, and  under  the  management  of  these 

Commissioners  and  a  great  number  of  sub- 
ordinates New  York  State  was  in  the  front 

rank  with  a  magnificent  state  building  and 
other  imposing  exhibits  of  her  arts  and  in- 

dustries at  the  great  Exposition  in  18"93. 
Mr.  Sessions  was  one  of  the  men  who 

aided  in  the  early  development  of  Chautau- 
qua Lake  as  a  summer  resort.  In  1875  he 

with  a  number  of  other  men  purchased 

Leet's  Point  on  Chautauqua  Lake.  They 
re-named  it  Point  Chautauqua,  forming  a 
company  and  a  Board  of  Directors.  Mr. 
Sessions  was  chosen  President  of  the  Board. 

The  intention  of  the  directors  was  to  have 
Point  Chautauqua  not  only  a  summer  resort 
but  also  a  point  for  religious  or  educational 
meetings,  connected  with  the  Baptist  de- 
nomination. 

The  grounds  were  beautifully  laid  out,  a 

large  tabernacle  for  meetings  was  built,  cot- 
tages and  a  fine  hotel  erected  and  the  place 

was  a  rallying  point  for  people  of  the  Bap- 
tist faith  for  several  years.  Later  the  de- 

nominational idea  was  given  up  and  the 

point  is  now  known  only  as  a  summer  re- 
sort. 

Mr.  Sessions  possessed  a  very  genial  and 
happy  nature;  he  was  extremely  cordial  and 
courteous  in  manner  and  speech.  He  was 
generous,  kind  and  considerate  to  a  marked 
degree.  His  benefactions  were  numerous. 
He  had  excellent  literary  taste,  poetry,  his- 

tory and  music  were  his  delight.  As  a  citi- 
zen of  Panama  and  Harmony  he  was  among 

the  foremost  in  his  efforts  for  the  welfare 
of  that  village  and  township.  In  1848  he 
was  married  at  Giymer  to  Mary  R.  Terry,  a 
daughter  of  Hon.  Silas  Terry-  Mrs.  Ses- 

sions was  a  woman  of  great  strength  of 
character  and  executive  ability. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sessions'  children  were: 
Velma,  educated  at  Elmira  College,  the 
wife  of  Charles  P.  Ingersoll  of  Westfield; 
Edith,  educated  at  Vassar  College,  an  author 
and  the  wife  of  Horace  E.  Tupper  of  New 
York  City;  Walter  Louis,  born  in  18GG,  a 
graduate  of  Hamilton  College,  a  lawyer  and 
associated  with  his  father  both  in  the  prac- 

tice of  law  and  other  business  interests. 
He  died  in  1897.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  member  from  Harmony  of  the 
Republican  County  Committee.  Minnie  and 
Lilla,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
On  the  afternoon  of  May  27,  .  1896,  Mr. 

Sessions  left  his  office  in  Jamestown  to  go 
to  his  home  in  Panama,  but  upon  reaching 
Lakewood  death  touched  him  suddenly, 
quietly  and  without  a  farewell  word  he 

"slept  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking." 
Upon  the  news  of  his  death  Panama 
wrapped  uself  in  mourning.  His  funeral 
there  at  the  family  home  was  impressive  in 
its  manifestation  of  sorrow;  distinguisned 
citizens  of  other  towns  including  a  large 
number  of  lawyers  came  and  united  with 
the  friends  and  neighbors  of  his  home  town 
in  the  last  sad  rites  and  in  sympathy  for  his 
heart-broken  family.  He  was  buried  in  For- 

est Hill  cemetery  in  Panama.  His  wife  died 
in  1899. 



HANOVER. 

BY  MARCUS  SACKETT. 

This  town  in  the  northeast  corner  of 

the  county,  contains  thirty  thousand 
four  hundred  two  acres,  is  well  watered, 

having  Lake  Erie  and  Cattaraugus 
Creek  on  its  northern  border,  Silver 

Creek  and  Walnut  Creek  flowing 

through  it  into  Lake  Erie  with  numer- 
ous smaller  streams.  The  soil  is  mostly 

gravelly  loam  and  is  in  the  "grape  belt." 
The  land  rises  gradually  as  it  recedes 
from  the  lake.  In  the  south  part  the 
hills  must  be  five  or  six  hundred  feet 

above  the  lake,  vet  the  rise  is  so  regular 
that  from  most  of  the  farms  a  view  of 

the  lake  is  had.  From  some  a  broad 

fine  view,  from  others  only  glimpses. 

This  slope  is  being  rapidly  covered  with 
vineyards.  In  the  northeast  part  is  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Cattaraugus 
Indian  reservation  with  six  Indian  fami- 

lies. Walnut  Creek  received  its  name 

from  large  black  walnut  trees  growing 
on  its  banks.  A  notable  one  grew  near 
Silver  Creek. 

At  the  time  of  the  Holland  Land 

Company's  survey  of  Hanover  into  lots 
it  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness. 

There  were  forests  of  great  hemlocks', 
blackwalnut,  whitewood,  elm,  beech, 

etc.  Not  sixty  years  ago  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  boys  and  young  men 

while  chestnutting  to  cut  down  a  large 
chestnut  tree  three  or  more  feet 

through  for  nuts,  or  that  of  any  other 

kind  to  capture  a  "coon."  No  one  com- 
plained or  thought  it  waste,  as  the  own- 

er's great  desire  was  to  clear  the  land 
for  the  plow  as  soon  and  as  easily  as 
possible.  The  few  white  settlers  that 
were  here  when  the  survey  was  made 

were  along  Cattaraugus  Creek  and  at 
Silver  Creek.    Mr.  Ellicott,  in  his  field 

notes  of  the  survey,  mentions  "Ezekiel 
Lane's  shanty  on  lot  forty-eight  of  Cat- 

taraugus Village,  and  Amos  Sottle's 
clearing  on  lot  fifty-nine,  Cattaraugus 

Village.  There  was  also  on  the  Cattar- 
augus at  that  time  Charles  Avery,  Wil- 

liam G.  Sidney  and  John  Sidnor ;  and 
at  Silver  Creek  Abel  Cleveland,  David 

Dickinson  and  John  E.  Howard. 

Sottle  was  probably  the  first  white 

settler.  It  is  believed  at  Irving",  where 
he  lived,  that  he  came  into  the  country 

in  1790,  remained  there  from  that  time 
except  when  he  was  with  Ellicott  while 
the  survey  of  the  township  lines  were 
being  made  and  two  years  spent  in  Ohio 
near  Sandusky ;  that  he  came  back  to 

Cattaraugus  in  1801  or  1802,  with  Sid- 
ney as  he  claimed.  Just  what  year  he 

came  back  is  disputed.  He  was  on  lot 

fifty-nine,  Cattaraugus  Village,  with  a 
clearing  there  when  the  survey  was 

made.  He  and  Lane  both  talked  Sen- 
eca. He  married  a  colored  woman  at 

Buffalo  and  lived  with  her  until  her 

death  about  1844.  His  son  John  died 
at  Cattaraugus  and  was  buried  in  the 

graveyard  in  the  sandbank  near  tne 
lake.  This  was  the  first  cemetery  in 

the  town.  Sottle,  after  he  built  on  lot 

sixty-one,  Cattaraugus  Milage,  about 

1845,  moved  John's  remains  to  lot  six- 
ty-one near  the  house.  Many  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  other  early  inhabitants 

buried  there  were  moved  to  Hanover 

Center  Cemetery  and  the  Railroad 

Company  has  since  carried  away  the 
sand  bank,  cemetery  and  all.  It  has 

been  said  that  Chloe,  Sottle's  wife,  was 
a  mulatto,  but  as  1  recollect  her  she 

seemed  a  genuine  negress — decidedly 
black.    She  was  a  good  neighbor  and 
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kind-hearted.  They  had  about  the  only 
orchard  in  the  vicinity  in  the  early  days, 

and  seldom  a  boy  went  to  "Aunt  Chloe'' 
for  apples  in  time  of  apples  but  what 
he  got  some.  This  was  no  small  tax 
as  apples  were  scare  and  boys  were 
numerous.  All  who  knew  her  gave  her 
credit  for  accumulating  and  saving  the 

property  Sottle  had.  He  was  intem- 
perate. Sottle  was  fairly  well  educated, 

somewhat  eccentric,  and  fond  of  using 

large  words.  One  of  his  neighbors  had 

a  small  yard  near  Sottle's  house  where 
he  had  yarded  sheep,  but  he  plowed  it 
and  planted  corn.  The  ground  being 
rich  the  corn  grew  large.  Sottle  was 

passing  one  day  when  the  neighbor 
asked  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  good 

field  of  corn.  Sottle  said  "yes,  there 
was  only  one  objection  to  it,  that  was 

the  circumference."  He  died  in  1848 
at  Irving. 

These  were  evidently  the  earliest  set- 

tlers. Ezekiel  Lane  appears  to  have 

been  a  roving  man.  We  first  hear  of 

him  at  Buffalo  in  October,  1798.  Lane 

was  son-in-law  of  Middaugh.  In  1800 
Ezekiel  Lane  was  one  of  the  three  who 

paid  taxes  at  Buffalo,  then,  in  1803,  he 
took  up  lands  at  Tonawanda,  yet  when 
Cattaraugus  Village  was  surveyed  he 

lived  on  what  became  lot  forty-eight, 

Cattaraugus  Village.  I  can  get  no  ex- 
act date  of  his  settlement.  In  my  early 

boyhood  I  knew  Lane  well.  He  was 

frequently  at  my  father's  house,  spend- 
ing days  and  weeks  there.  He  was 

alone,  his  wife  having  died  before  1830. 

She  was  buried  on  lot  forty-eight,  Cat- 
taraugus Village,  where  the  Cattarau- 

gus now  runs.  He  made  his  home  in 
a  small  house  belonging  to  Sottle,  built 

for  a  cheese  house.  Lane  was  very 
old  then  (from  1837  to  1845)  and  was 

fond  of  talking  of  his  early  life  and  jour- 
neys. My  brothers  and  I  liked  to  hear 

him  talk.  He  told  of  coming  from  Can- 
ada with  the  Indians,  crossing  the  Niag- 

ara just  below  the  Falls,  getting  down 
the  bank  on  the  other  side  by  help  of 

the  bushes  and  projecting  rocks,  cross- 
ing the  river  in  canoes  and  climbing  on 

this  side  by  pulling  themselves  up  by 

the  bushes.  They  followed  the  river 
to  Lake  Erie  to  Buffalo  when  there  was 

not  a  house  in  New  York  east  of  Roch- 

ester. They  came  along  the  lake  near 
the  shore  in  canoes,  and  he  crossed 

overland  with  them  through  the  woods 

to  the  Conewango  and  went  down  the 

Allegany  to  Pittsburg.  He  talked  Sen- 
eca apparently  as  well  as  the  Indians. 

He  was  familiar  with  this  whole  county 

and  the  adjoining  country  before  other 

whites  came.  Chautauqua  Lake,  Cassa- 
daga  and  the  Conewango  country  he 

often  spoke  of  as  being  the  best  hunt- 
ing and  trapping  sections.  He  married 

a  "Mohawk  Dutch"  woman,  and,  as  he 

used  to  say,  she  was  "short,  stubbed 
and  stout."  He  was  tall  and  raw- 
boned.  She  just  came  under  his  arm. 
He  boasted  of  her  strength  and  said 
she  could  stand  with  both  feet  in  a  half- 

bushel  measure  and  shoulder  two  bush- 
els of  wheat  without  taking  her  feet 

out.  He  remained  at  Irving  until  about 

1845.  He  built  the  house  on  lot  forty- 
seven,  Cattaraugus  Vdlage,  known  as 

the  Bonney  House.  It  was  "raised" 
the  day  of  the  total  eclipse,  June  16, 
1816. 

The  Cattaraugus  settlement  was  at  or 
near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and  was 

known  as  Cattaraugus,  and  the  harbor 
made  there  by  the  government  was 

called  "Cattaraugus  Harbor."  Yet  the 

first  postoffice  there  was  called  "Acas- 
to."  It  must  have  kept  this  name  until 
the  formation  of  the  Irving-  Company 
in  1836.  The  first  map  of  what  was 

afterward  "Irving  Village  plot"  was 
called  "the  map  of  the  Village  of  Acas- 
to."  Dr.  H.  P.  Wilcox's  Albany  papers 

came  as  late  as  1850  addressed  "Acas- 
to."    Some  time  about  1836  the  name 
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must  have  been  changed.  The  post- 
office  was  located  at  the  lower  village, 

Irving.  The  upper  village,  now  Irving, 
was  then  called  La  Grange.  During 

President  Tyler's  administration  C. 
R.  Leland  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
and  the  office  moved  to  La  Grange. 
The  name  of  the  office  was  not  changed, 

but  La  Grange  Village  gradually  took 
the  postoffice  name,  Irving.  Yet  the 

place  was  so  generally  known  as  Cattar- 
augus that  letters  were  frequently  (es- 

pecially by  sailors)  directed  to  Cattar- 
augus. 

The  date  of  settlement  of  many  of  the 

pioneers  cannot  be  definitely  fixed.  In 
some  cases  it  can  be  gotten  at  from 

family  traditions,  but  in  many  cases  we 
can  only  fix  on  the  time  they  were  here 
by  the  date  of  their  contracts  for  land. 
Sometimes  the  parties  had  been  here 

a  year  or  more  before  making  con- 

tracts. After  the  survey  was  made  set- 
tlers began  to  come  in  more  rapidly. 

In  1804  Charles  Avery  took  lot  three, 
Cataraugus  Village.  He  kept  a  store 
(here  and  remained  there  as  late  as 

1 81 6,  in  which  year  he  was  pathmaster 
at  Cattaraugus.  Avery  was  the  first 
person  who  took  up  land  in  Hanover. 
He  was  on  the  land  at  the  time  of  the 

survey.  He  had  evidently  located  his 

land  and  bought  as  soon  as  it  was  in 

the  market.  This  same  year  William 

G.  Sidney  took  up  lots  one  and  two,  Cat- 
taraugus Village,  which  he  transferred 

to  Cptain  John  Mack.  Sidney  kept  the 

"Cattaraugus  House,"  which  he  sold 
to  Mack.  Sidney  came  to  Cattaraugus 
in  1 801  or  1802,  and  remained  there 

until  he  died  in  1807.  Captain  John 
Mack  who  bought  of  Sidney,  came  in 
1806,  and  kept  the  hotel  and  ferry  there 
a  long  time.  His  daughter  Elizabeth 
married  Judge  Richard  Smith  at  the 

Cattaraugus  House  in  January,  1807. 
This  was  the  first  marriage  in  Hanover. 

Judge  Smith  then  lived  in  what  is  now 

Erie  county  but  soon  after  moved  to 
Hanover  near  Eorestville  and  taught 
school  there  and  at  Silver  Creek.  He 

was  one  of  the  earliest  teachers.  Rev. 

Chalon  Burgess  was  one  of  his  schol- 
ars at  Silver  Creek.  After  Captain 

Mack's  death,  his  son  John  kept  a  tav- 
ern until  1840  when  he  built  the  farm 

house  near  the  railroad.  Some  vears 

later  he  removed  to  South  Bend,  End. 

Captain  John  Sydnor  as  early  as  1803 
or  1804,  came  to  Cattaraugus  and  was 
there  a  number  of  years.  A  number  of 
the  early  settlers  of  the  county  speak 

of  having  put  up  over  night  at  Syd- 

nor's,  and  often  they  speak  of  his  being 
a  splendid  penman.  Sydnor  seems 

never  to  have  taken  up  land  in  Hano- 
ver, but  died  here.  February  23,  1805, 

Abel  Cleveland  and  David  Dickinson 

bought  lot  seventy-four,  township  six, 
range  ten.  The  greater  part  of  Silver 
Creek  is  on  this  lot.  It  is  probable  they 

selected  the  lands  before  the  survey 
and  took  title  or  the  contract  soon  as 

survey  was  made,  as  on  the  land  com- 

pany's books  is  this  record :  "The 
above  lot  was  taken  up  in  the  vear 
1804  or  the  latter  part  of  1803.  For 

date  see  contract."  The  greater  part 
all  but  about  thirty  acres  was  conveyed 

either  by  the  land  company  or  by 

Cleveland  and  Dickinson,  to  John  E. 
Howard  before  1805.  Cleveland  and 

Dickinson  built  a  sawmill  on  the  thirty 
acres — the  first  in  town.  To  this  mill 

they  attached  a  "mortar  and  pestle" 
for  pounding  corn  into  meal.  This  was 
the  first  gristmill  in  town.  Those  mills 
were  sold  to  John  E.  Howard  in  1805 

or  1806.  1  get  no  trace  of  either  Cleve- 
land or  Dickinson  after  1806.  In  1805 

Jesse  and  John  Skinner  took  up  lot 

seventy-three,  the  southern  part  of  Sil- 
ver Creek,  and  John  Tyler  took  up  lot 

ten,  near  Ashville.  Tyler  apparent- 

ly gave  up  his  contract.  I  do  not  hear 
of  him  after   1805;  in    1810  the  land 
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company  sold  this  lot  to  Guy  Webster. 
Turner  in  his  history  (page  461)  says 

that  "in  1806  Aaron  Dolph,  William 
Tuttle,  Elijah  Lane  and  Henry  John- 

son took  up  lands  at  Irving."  It  is 
very  doubtful  if  they  settled  there  or 
perfected  their  titles,  as  none  of  the 

early  residents  seem  to  have  known 
them,  and  I  know  of  no  transfer  of 

lands  there  by  any  of  them.  In  1806 

Abner  Cooley  bought  lot  sixty-one, 
north  of  Forestville.    In  1806  John  E. 

NORMAN  SPINK 

Howard  was  the  only  resident  at  Silver 

Creek  and  owned  lot  seventy-four,  in- 
cluding the  mills  built  by  Cleveland  & 

Dickinson.  Artemas  Clothier  and  Noi- 

man  Spink  came  into  Hanover  this  year 
and  lived  near  Silver  Creek.  In  1806 

also  Sottle  first  bought  in  town.  He 

bought  lots  fifty-five  and  fifty-nine,  Cat- 

taraug-us  Village.  In  1807  John  Smith 
and  David  Scott  articled  lot  seventy- 
three  (afterwards  sold  to  Artemas 

Clothier),  part  of  the  same  lot  articled 
to  Jesse  and  John  Skinner  in  1805  at 
Silver  Creek.  In  August,  1807,  Samuel 

Johnson  took  up  lot  sixty-eight  on  the 
lake    adjoining    Cattaraugus  Village. 

He  sold  lot  sixty-eight  and  in  1809 
bought  lot  fifty-one  near  Forestville, 
moved  there  and  remained  until  his 

death.  This  lot  was  afterwards  bought 

by  John  Mack.  Ezra  Puffer  bought 
this  same  year  (1807)  lot  fifty-eight 
Cattaraugus  Village ;  he  seems  never 
to  have  located  there,  but  went  to  that 
part  which  became  Villenova.  He  held 

a  number  of  town  offices  in  Hanover, 
was  the  first  Supervisor  of  Villenova, 

and  moved  to  Indiana  in  1843.  I"  T8°8 

Rufus  Washburn  bought  lot  fifty-seven 
near  Forestville  and  Benjamin  Kenyon 

bought  lot  sixty-three,  Cattaraugus  Vil- 
lage, built  a  house  and  lived  there  until 

his  death  about  1830.  Walter  Lull  and 

Martin  B.  Tubbs  bought  lot  fifty  in 
1808  near  Forestville  and  the  same 

year  Sylvanus  Maybe  took  up  lot  seven. 
In  1808  Jehial  Moore  settled  at  Forest- 

ville. He  is  said  to  have  built  the  first 

house  in  Forestville,  and  in  1809  he 
moved  his  family  in  and  also  built  the 
first  sawmill  below  the  Falls,  and  the 

first  gristmill  in  1810.  In  February, 

1814,  he  moved  to  Ohio. 

In  1809  Amos  Ingraham  bought  lot 
five,  Cattaraugus  Village.  Ingraham 
was  drowned  about  1835  in  Cattaraugus 

Creek.  This  gave  the  name  "The  In- 
graham Hole"  to  a  deep  place  in  the 

creek  which  it  still  retains.  Daniel 

Holbrook  bought  lot  fifty-eight,  For- 
estville, built  and  lived  there.  While 

Hanover  included  Villenova  and  Sheri- 

dan, the  town-meetings  and  elections 

were  held  at  Mr.  Holbrook's.  This 
year  in  September  Guv  Webster  bought 

lot  three,  Nashville.  The  little  settle- 
ment in  the  southeast  part  was  called 

"Webster  Settlement"  until  after  1814. 
Artemas  Clothier  this  year  bought  part 

of  lot  seventy-three,  the  south  part  of 
Silver  Creek.  He  was  a  farmer  and 

surveyor,  and  lived  near  Silver  Creek 

until  his  death  in  1879.  Joseph  Brown- 
nell   in    December,    1809,   bought  lot 
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eleven  near  Nashville.  He  was,  by  the 

town  records,  the  first  Supervisor  elect- 
ed and  held  other  offices.  The  same 

year  Asher  Cooley  bought  lot  thirty- 
three  near  Forestville.  In  1810  Eph- 
raim  Hall  came  from  Lowell,  Massa- 

chusetts, to  LaGrange.  He  located  on 

lot  forty-four,  Cattaraugus  Village, 
where  he  built  and  lived  a  few  years. 

He  also  bought  lot  forty-three,  Cattar- 

augus Village,  known  as  the  "Island." 
While  living  on  lot  forty-four  there  was 

an  ice-jam  in  Cattaraugus  Creek,  set- 
ting the  water  back  over  the  flats.  Hall 

was  awakened  in  the  night  by  running 

water.  He  jumped  out  of  bed  into 
about  a  foot  of  water,  got  his  family 

upstairs,  and  they  lived  in  the  chamber 
three  days  with  no  fire  or  light  except 
one  candle.  At  length  some  men  ran 
the  bow  of  a  boat  into  the  open  door 

and  the  family  were  relieved.  By  this 

jam  Mr.  Hall  lost  about  ninety  head  of 

young  cattle.  Hall  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Pomfret  and  frequently  held 
court  at  Fredonia.  He  had  eleven 

children,  all  dead  except  Rev.  William 

Hall  of  Salamanca,  from  whom  I  got 
these  facts  about  his  father.  After  the 

experience  with  high  water  Mr.  Hall 

bought  part  of  lot  eleven,  Cattaraugus 
Village,  and  built  on  its  high  grounds 
and  lived  there  until  about  1832,  when 

he  sold  and  bought  part  of  lot  forty- 
eight,  including  the  sawmill  on  the 
creek.  In  the  War  of  18T2  a  British 

war  vessel  chased  an  American  schoon- 
er into  the  creek.  The  schooner  ran  as 

far  up  as  it  could  to  escape  and  the 

crew  quickly  gathered  the  settlers  and 
Indians  to  protect  the  schooner.  The 

British  fired  a  few  shots  and  gave  up 
the  chase.  Esquire  Hall  was  one  of  the 
whites,  and  Morris  Halftown  one  of  the 

Indians  in  the  company.  Mr.  Hall  died 

in  1859.  Rev.  William  Hall  and  his  sis- 
ters were  early  teachers  at  Cattaraugus. 

In    1 810  Thomas   Chapman  bought 

part  of  lot  thirteen  north  of  Nashville, 

James  Webb  part  of  lot  ten,  Uriah 
Nash  number  nineteen  at  Nashville, 

Daniel  Farnham  hit  fifty-one,  Joseph 

Lull  lot  fifty,  Thomas  White  lot  fifty- 

seven,  James  Bennett  lot  fifty-nine, 
Forestville,  and  William  Jones  lot  thir- 

ty-three and  James  Knapp  lot  eighteen, 
both  between  Forestville  and  Nashville. 

In  181 1  Job  Knight  bought  lot  sixty- 

three,  Hezekiah  Fish  lot  fifty-three. 

Dr.  Jacob  Burgess  came  into  Han- 
over, settled  at  Silver  Creek  in  181 1. 

RODNKY  B.  SMITH. 

He  was  the  first  physician  in  town.  In 

1812  he  bought  lot  seventy-four,  south 
of  Silver  Creek.  He  lived  at  Silver 

Creek  until  his  death  in  1855.  He  left 
one  son,  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess,  and 
two  daughters. 

Isaac  Smith  from  Whately,  Massa- 
chusetts, came  to  Sheridan  in  1810  and 

to  Hanover  that  year  or  the  next ; 

bought  with  Erastus  Scott  lots  forty- 

five  and  fifty-three,  west  of  Smith's 
Mills.  He  was  in  the  War  of  181 2  at 

Buffalo,  contracted  fever  in  the  service 

and  died.  Rodney  II.  Smith,  the  founder 

of  Smith's  Mills,  was  his  son.  "When 
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but  fifteen,  in  1812,  he  took  his  brother's 
place  in  the  army  and  was  in  the  Bat- 

tles of  Chippewa,  Black  Rock  and  Wil- 

liamsville."  His  son,  Major  Hiram 
Smith  of  Jamestown,  was  Quartermas- 

ter in  the  Civil  War,  and  has  been  twice 

the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party 

for  Member  of  Congress.  (See  James- 
town section.)  Major  George  R.  Smith, 

son  of  Major  Hiram,  is  a  graduate  of 
West  Point,  and  in  1882  was  appointed 
Paymaster  in  the  United  States  Army. 

Reuben  Edmonds  came  in  181 1,  took 

lots  fifty-five  and  seventy-seven.  Lot 
fifty-five  was  near  Hanover  Center  and 

lot  seventy-four  in  Silver  Creek.  In 

181 2  Nedabiah  Angell  bought  lot  forty- 
seven  at  Angells  Settlement  (Hanover 

Center.)  He  soon  took  a  prominent 
part  in  affairs.  It  is  thought  that  he  was 

the  acting  Supervisor  in  1813,  yet  there 
is  no  record  of  his  election.  There 

seems  to  have  been  no  lands  taken  up  in 

1813.  In  1814  Jonathan  L.  Bartoo  set- 
tled at  Forestville,  bought  a  farm  and 

resided  there  a  number  of  years.  In 
1816  he  sold  his  farm  and  mill  to  Na- 

than Mixer,  moved  to  Erie  County  and 

died  in  1852.  In  1814  Benjamin  Smith 

bought  lot  forty-five  and  Otis  Tower 
lot  sixty-nine  near  Angell  Settlement. 
Otis  Tower  remained  in  town  until  his 

death.  In  1816  David  Convis  bought 

lot  fifty-four  south  of  Angell  Settle- 

ment. Norman  Spink  lot  fifty-two  near 
Forestville ;  he  bought  afterwards  be- 

tween the  creeks  near  Silver  Creek, 

and  died  in  Silver  Creek.  George  E. 
Kirkland,  number  five,  on  the  east  side 

of  the  town  and  Walter  Libbey  num- 

ber twelve,  between  Smith's  Mills  and 
Nashville.  In  1817,  Thomas  Nevins 

bought  lot  thirty-seven  west  of  Smith's 
Mills;  William  McManus  lot  thirty- 

two,  south  part  of  town  ;  Samuel  P.  Mc- 
Kee,  lot  thirty-five,  east  of  Forestville. 
In  18 18  Solomon  Gregory  bought  part 

of  lot  fifty-nine,   Forestville;  in  1822 

James  Beach  bought  lot  thirty-three 
between  Nashville  and  Forestville ;  in 

1823  William  Patterson  bought  lot  fifty- 
three  north  of  Forestville,  and  Israel 

Patterson  lot  number  forty-three,  east 
of  Forestville;  in  1826  George  Love 
bought  number  three  near  Nashville ; 

in  1827  William  Dinsmore  bought  lot 

thirty-two,  south  line,  and  Belinus 

Green  bought  lot  thirty-six,  Cattarau- 
gus Village.  He  built  on  this  lot  and 

resided  there  until  his  death  in  the 
seventies. 

Albert  G.  Dow,  a  native  of  New 

Hampshire,  came  here  in  1827  and  after 
a  residence  of  nineteen  years  removed 

to  Randolph.  He  was  early  elected  to 
office  at  Silver  Creek  and  was  for  eight 

years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Ran- 
dolph and  served  as  Supervisor  ten 

years;  in  1863  and  1864  was  Member 
of  Assembly  from  the  Second  District 
of  Cattaraugus  County.  In  1873  he  was 

elected  State  Senator  in  the  Thirty-sec- 
ond District  (Cattaraugus  and  Chau- 

taucma  Counties),  and  served  one  term, 

1874-75.  From  i860  to  1880  he  was 
engaged  in  private  banking  business ; 
in  1 88 1  he  organized  the  Salamanca 
National  Bank  at  Salamanca  and  was 

its  President  until  his  resignation  in 

1890.  His  son,  Charles  M.  Dow,  has 

been  President  of  the  Jamestown  Na- 
tional Bank  since  its  organization. 

After  1827  settlers  began  to  come  in 

rapidly.  Those  who  took  up  lands 
were  not  the  only  residents.  There 

were  many  who  came  and  remained 

who  do  not  appear  on  the  company's 
books,  either  never  bought  or  bought 
of  individuals.  As  early  as  1818  Philo 
Newton,  from  Massachusetts,  came 
and  remained  until  his  death.  Nine 
sons  came  with  him  who  settled  at  La 

Grange,  and  many  of  their  descendants 
live  here.  Henry  J.  Newton  of  Silver 
Creek,  the  last  surviving  son  of  Philo, 

died  in  the  spring  of  1894.    Rufus  L. 
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Bonney,  a  soldier  of  1812,  came  in  soon 
after  the  war.  Bonney  died  at  Irving 

in  1886  aged  eighty-six.  He  married 
a  daughter  of  John  Smith  who  came 
about  1807.  Nathan  Mixer  came  to 
Forestville  in  1817.  He  was  Supervisor 
for  ten  years,  three  terms  a  Member  of 

Assembly,  and  for  a  time  Associate 

Judge  of  the  county.  He  died  at  For- 
estville in  1871.  George  Love  in  1820 

settled  for  life  near  Forestville.  For- 

estville was  early  known  as  Walnut 
Falls.  The  first  postofTice  there  was 
called  Hanover  and  it  is  said  Mr.  Love 

brought  the  change  of  name  to  For- 
estville. Jeremiah  Ellsworth,  M.  D., 

came  in  1828,  settled  at  Silver  Creek, 

practiced  medicine  until  1846,  moved  to 
Ellington  and  from  there  to  Corry, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  Supervisor  of 

Hanover  three  terms.  While  at  Elling- 
ton he  was  twice  elected  Member  of 

Assembly.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Corry.  Comfort  Birdsey 
came  to  Portland  from  Oneida  in  1828 

with  his  mother,  a  widow  with  three 

sons  and  three  daughters.  Thev  came 
to  Hanover  the  same  year  and  settled 
between  Hanover  Center  and  Silver 

Creek.  Mr.  Birdsey  was  a  man  of  good, 
safe  judgment  and  much  respected, 
holding  various  offices.  He  died  in 
1893. 

In  1812,  when  Hanover  was  formed, 

there  was  a  scattering  population  in 
various  parts.  There  were  four  cen- 

ters, hardly  villages :  Silver  Creek, 

then  Fayette,  Irving  then  Cattaraugus, 
Forestville  and  Nashville  (Webster  Set- 

tlement.) At  the  first  election  for 

Member  of  Assembly,  April,  1813,  in 
Hanover,  which  comprised  Sheridan 
and  Villenova,  the  whole  number  of 

votes  cast  was  only  one  hundred  twelve. 

James  Williams  received  sixty-seven 

and  Jacob  Houghton  forty-five.  There 
is  no  record  showing  any  town  election 

in  1812  or  1813.   The  first  town  meeting 

of  which  there  is  record  preserved  is 

thus  recorded:  "Resolutions  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  annual  town  meeting 

held  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Holbrook 

for  the  year  181 4,  April  5.  Bethel  Wil- 
loughby  chosen  moderator.  Resolved, 
that  Joseph  Brownell  be  and  is  hereby 

appointed  Supervisor  for  the  year  en- 
suing. Resolved,  that  Samuel  J.  Smith 

be  and  is  hereby  appointed  Clerk  for 

the  year  ensuing.  Resolved,  that  Ezra 
Puffer,  Nedabiah  Angell  and  Miles 

Webster  is  hereby  appointed  asses- 

sors." The  date,  181 3,  given  by  Mr. 
Young  and  Judge  Foote  as  that  when 
Daniel  Russell  was  chosen  Supervisor 

is  wrong.  The  record  is  some  pages 

later  in  the  record  book  and  says  "181 5." 
The  error  arose  from  mistaking  a  five 
for  a  three. 

The  Supervisors  have  been :  Joseph 

Brownell,  1814- 16- 17- 18- 19  ;  Daniel 
Russell,  1815-28-29-30;  Nathan  Mixer, 
t 820-2 1 -22-23-24-25-26-27-31 -32-36  ;Seth 

Snow,  1825 ;  Oliver  Lee,  1833-34-35 ; 
William  Colville,  Jr.,  1837-46-50-51  ; 
Ebenezer  R.  Avery,  1838;  Adolphus  F. 

Morrison,  1839-48;  Ezekiel  B.  Gurnsey, 
1840;  Thomas  C.  Hale,  1841  ;  Jeremiah 

Ellsworth,  1842-44-45 ;  Orson  Stiles, 
1843  !  Henry  H.  Hawkins,  1847;  Charles 

H.  Lee,  184Q-52;  Hiram  Smith,  1853-54; 

Clark  C.  Swift,  1855-56;  Hiram  Smith, 

2nd,  1857-58-59;  Chandler  Scott,  1860- 
61-62-67;  Cyrus  D.  Angell,  1863;  Wil- 

liam D.  Talcott,  1864;  Nahum  S.  Scott, 

1865-66;  John  D.  Hiller,  1868-69;  Nor- 
man B.  Brown,  1870-71  ;  Smith  Clark, 

1872-73;  LeRoy  Andrus,  1874;  Carlos 
Ewell,  1875-76;  O.  Lee  Swift,  1877-78; 
John  G.  Record,  1879;  Seth  M.  Tomp- 

kins, 1880-81  ;  Jason  Knapp,  1882-83- 

84-85;  Albert  H.  Stebbins,  1886-87-88- 

89-90-91-93;  John  McAdam,  1802;  Asa 

Dye,  1894-95-96-97-98-99;  Frank  L. 
Smith,  1900-01  ;  David  T.  Smith,  1902- 
03-04. 

In  1830  and  after  that  the  lands  were 
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taken  up  more  rapidly,  and  various 
branches  of  business  began  to  spring 
up  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  In 
1828  Oliver  Lee  had  bought  of  John  E. 
Howard  the  mill  property  and  other 

lands  on  lot  seventy-four  at  Silver 
Creek  and  opened  a  store.  He  soon 
built  up  a  large  trade  with  the  Indians 

and  settlers  reaching  to  the  south  line 
of  the  county.  When  Lee  came  there 
were  but  eight  or  ten  houses  in  Silver 
Creek.  Oliver  Lee  died  at  Buffalo  in 

1846.  C.  C.  Swift  came  from  Batavia 

as  a  clerk  for  O.  Lee  sent  by  Ellicott 

in  answer  to  Lee's  request  for  a  man 
who  talked  Seneca.  He  remained  with 

Lee  as  clerk  and  partner  until  Lee 
closed  business  at  Silver  Creek.  He 

married  Lee's  daughter  and  now  lives 
at  Silver  Creek.  The  early  merchants 

at  Silver  Creek  were  Stephen  Clark, 

John  E.  Howard  and  Manning  Case. 
After  these  came  John  M.  Cummings. 
The  village  was  west  of  Walnut  Creek 

before  1828.  The"  postoffke,  then  Fay- 
ette, was  kept  in  a  store  on  that  side 

when  Oliver  Lee  came.  In  1832  Wil- 
liam Van  Duzer  was  Postmaster  and 

moved  the  office  to  Lee's  store,  east 
side  of  Walnut  and  between  the  two 

creeks.  O.  Lee  and  C.  C.  Swift  con- 
tinued in  mercantile  business  until  about 

1846.  Afterward  there  were  engaged 
in  business  there  Ammi  Merchant  and 

Daniel  Rumsey  in  1829;  Foot  &  Rum- 
sey ;  Rumsey  &  H.  N.  Farnham.  The 

firm  was  H.  N.  Farnham  &  Company. 
With  Farnham  as  the  Company  were 

at  different  times  Justin  Clark  and  Jos- 

eph Wells.  Farnham's  business  was 
sold  to  Mack  Montgomery  and  Charles 
Wells  and  continued  by  Charles  Wells 

to  1872.  E.  R.  Ballard  and  H.  H.  Haw- 
kins traded  in  the  O.  Lee  store.  Silas 

Gates,  O.  Lee  Swift  and  Porter  Smith 
were  also  traders. 

At  Cattaraugus,  soon  after  1830,  the 
United  States  Government  commenced 

building  a  harbor  and  expended  much 

money  in  building  piers,  etc.,  to  protect 
and  keep  the  channel  open.  Thus  a 

village  grew  up  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  and  was  known  as  Cattaraugus. 
Stores  and  storehouses  were  built  there. 

Considerable  freighting  business  was 

done,  and  large  quantities  of  lumber 

shipped,  as  the  harbor  gave  an  outlet 
to  market  for  lumber,  and  soon  five  or 
six  lumber  mills  were  built  at  La 

Grange,  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the 
harbor.  The  Irving  Company  was 

formed  August  17,  1836,  and  bought 

about  twenty  Cattaraugus  Village  lots 
at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  The  com- 

pany was  composed  of  William  Kent, 
Lewis  Eaton,  Augustus  C.  Stevens, 
Henry  P.  Wilcox,  Thurlow  Weed, 

Erastus  Corning,  Thomas  W.  Olcott, 
Williams  Samuel  Johnson,  Hamlet 

Scranton,  John  V.  S.  Pruyn,  Pierre  A. 
Barker,  Hiram  Pratt  and  Thomas  B. 

Stoddard.  The  title  to  a  large  amount 
of  land  bought  by  the  company  was 

owned  by  Rufus  Reed,  who  conveyed 
it  to  Augustus  C.  Stevens  in  1835.  He 

conveyed  lots  one,  two,  three,  four,  five, 

six,  seven,  Cattaraugus  Village.  The 

Irving  Village  plot  included  the  first 
twenty-four  Cattaraugus  Milage  lots. 

John  I.  Thorn  and  family  and  Hiram 
Sackett  and  family,  from  Dutchess 
County,  came  to  Portland  in  1829,  and 

to  Hanover  in  1830  and  located  at  La 

Grange.  Thorn  bought  of  Squire  Eph- 
raim  Hall  lot  eleven,  Cattaraugus  Vil- 

lage, and  Sackett  lots  forty-seven,  for- 
tv-eight,  Cattaraugus  Village,  of  Hol- 

land Land  Company  and  of  C.  A.  H. 

McGregor,  a  nephew  of  Ellicott,  lots 

forty-three,  forty-nine,  fifty-one,  fifty- 

two,  fifty-three,  fifty-four,  fifty-six,  fifty- 
seven  and  fifty-eight,  Cattaraugus  Vil- 

lage, and  lot  fifty-nine  of  Sottle.  Sack- 
ett afterward  owned  the  two  sawmills 

on  the  creek,  and  carried  on  lumbering 

and  merchandising  there  along  with  his 
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farming.  A  large  part  of  his  lands  he 

sold  afterwards  to  John  J.  and  E.  B. 
Guernsey.  He  was  elected  for  several 
terms  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  for 
a  number  of  years  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  died 

at  Irving  in  1869  aged  seventy-two.  He 
was  "affable  and  courteous  in  his  man- 

ner, decided  in  his  convictions,  a  man  of 

strict  integrity  and  of  comprehensive 

mind,  and  scrupulously  just ;  evincing 
in  his  judicial  character  those  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  which  made  him  both 

the  able  and  the  just  Judge."  His  chil- 
dren were  Jehiel,  John  J.,  Joseph  T., 

Marcus,  Semantha  and  Niram,  Tr. 

it  up.  Among  them  were  John  Hurl- 
but,  Nathan  Mixer,  Albert  H.  Camp, 

Daniel  and  Harvey  Holbrook,  William 
Colville,  Jr.,  Amos  Avery,  M.  D., 

Adolphus  and  Orrin  Morrison  and  later 
Daniel  Sherman,  L.  J.  Pierce,  P.  O. 
Tower. 

After  the  Erie  and  Lake  Shore  Rail- 

roads came  in  1851-52  the  whole  char- 
acter of  the  town  was  changed.  The 

road  from  Fredonia  to  Nashville  ceased 

to  be  used  by  drovers.  I  know  of  no 
hotels  except  at  Forestville  in  town  on 

that  once  very  busy  highway.  A  simi- 
lar change  took  place  in  the  northern 

part  of  the  town.   After  the  Lake  Shore 

WEST  SIDE  MAIN  STREET.  FORESTVILLE,  N.T. 

Forestville,  after  the  building  of  the 
sawmill  and  gristmill  in  1809  and  1810, 
was  the  center  of  much  business  and 

early  had  a  large  trade  in  pot  and  pearl 
ashes. 

The  Holland  Land  Company  laid  out 

a  road  from  Fredonia  through  Forest- 
ville and  Nashville.  This  road  became 

the  road  drovers  took  in  driving  their 
cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  to  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  Taverns  wereabout 
as  frequent  there  as  on  the  main  road 

along  the  lake.  This  road  helped  the 
south  part  of  the  towns  and  Forestville 

and  Nashville  very  much.  Forestville 

received  early  a  number  of  enterprising 
men  who  materially  assisted  in  building: 

Railroad  came  through  in  1852  the  long 

lines  of  emigrant  wagons  going  to  the 
west  were  no  longer  to  be  seen,  and  the 
hotels  closed  for  the  want  of  custom. 

The  main  road  along  the  like  shore 
from  the  old  Mack  Tavern  to  Silver 

Creek  was  principally  abandoned  for  a 

more  direct  new  road  from  upper  Irv- 
ing to  Silver  Creek.  Where  the  old 

road  ran  in  1838,  Lake  Erie  his  washed 

it  away,  and  the  gardens  and  lots  where 
three  houses  stood,  and  carried  off  ten 

or  fifteen  acres  east  of  the  road.  Dur- 

ing the  winter  of  1850-51  on  that  road 

Judge  Sackett  kept  over  night  f  >r  drov- 
ers eighteen  thousand  hogs,  besides 

a  great  number  of  cattle  and  sheep. 
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He  kept  no  hotel,  but  his  farm,  like 

many  others,  was  fitted  for  keeping 
droves,  and  this  business  furnished  a 

home  market  for  his  hay  and  grain. 
After  the  next  winter  few  stock  were 

driven.  The  railroad  carried  them. 

The  government  made  no  more  appro- 
priations for  the  harbor,  and  piers  and 

harbor  went  to  decay.  The  business 
at  Irving  and  Silver  Creek  was  much 

reduced  by  the  cutting  off  of  the  trade 
with  the  southern  towns.  Forestville 

also  lost  its  part  of  the  southern  towns 

trade.  The  lower  Village  of  Irvng  was 

entirely  abandoned,  except  one  or  two 
fishing  shanties  near  the  lake.  From 
the  coming  of  railroads  Forestville  and 
Silver  Creek  more  largely,  invested 
in  manufacturing  and  increased  in 

population  and  wealth  until  they  are 

thriving  places.  Forestville  had  a  disas- 
trous fire  in  1870  which  burned  most  of 

its  business  places  and  checked  its 

growth  for  years.  Silver  Creek's  most 
enterprising  citizens  after  1853  built  fac- 

tories, machine  shops,  etc.  They  have 

developed  a  large  business  in  manufac- 
turing and  selling  the  Eureka  smut  and 

separating  machines.  This  was  built 

up  by  Simeon  Howes,  Ezekiel  Mont- 
gomery &  Son,  Alpheus  and  Norman 

Babcock,  W.  W.  Huntley  and  others. 
This  business  commenced  in  1856. 

There  have  been  many  changes  among 
the  proprietors.  Simeon  Howes  from 

1859  to  1864  was  out  of  the  busi- 
ness but  resumed  it  in  1864  and  after 

having  had  others  connected  with  him 
in  the  business,  he  took  in  Albert 

Horton  as  a  partner,  who  sold  to  Carlos 
Ewell.  About  t888  Simeon  Howes 

bought  the  interest  of  the  Babcocks 
and  Ewell,  who  had  all  died,  and  became 

sole  proprietor.  Mr.  Howes  died  in 
1892,  and  the  business  is  carried  on  bv 

his  executors.  One  hundred  twenty 

machines  were  made  and  sold  in  1856- 

57,  in  1902  more  than  twenty-five  hun- 
dred. 

The  Monitor  Works,  manufacturing 

grainmill  machinery,  separators,  etc., 

are  owned  by  F.  S.  Cranson,  C.  L.  Ham- 
mond and  W.  W.  Huntley  estate. 

Other  manufactories  are  Excelsior 

Works,  making  milling  machines ; 

manufacture  buckwheat  shuckers  ;  step- 

ladder  factory,  upholstering  works,  bas- 
ket factory,  canning  factory ;  there  are 

two  flouring  mills  and  other  minor  in- 
dustries, making  Silver  Creek  a  thriv- 

ing manufacturing  village. 

February  10,  1877,  a  few  farmers  met 

at  Deacon  A.  S.  Giles'  to  form  a  farm- 

ers' club,  which  was  organized  March 
22,  1877,  at  the  house  of  A.  M.  Reach, 

as  the  "Farmers'  Club  of  Hanover,"  with 
J.  J.  Reyes,  President,  and  A.  S.Giles, 
R.  C.  Clothier,  E.  Dennison,  A.  M. 

Reach,  J.  J.  Reyes,  William  Gardner,  N' 
C.  Southworth,  Comfort  Birdsey,  D.  'L. 
Rider,  J.  F.  Els  on,  Mr.  McEwen  and 
Tohn  Mixer  members.  It  meets  two 

Saturdays  in  each  month. 

Hanover  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons,  was  instituted  in  the  school- 
house  at  Forestville  February  5,  1824. 

Charter  members :  Luther  Thwing, 

Worshipful  Master ;  Ezra  Pnffer,  Senior 
Warden;  Seth  Snow,  Junior  Warden; 

Albert  H.  Camp,  Secretary;  Warren 
Griswold,  Treasurer,  (first  officers),  and 

Ephraim  Judson,  Richard  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Jones  and  Elijah  Robinson.  Dis- 

continued in  1828;  it  was  rechartered 
in  1849. 

Silver  Lodge,  No.  757,  Free  and  Ac- 

cepted Masons,  was  organized  Novem- 
ber 11,  1874.  The  charter  members 

were  Hiram  Washburn,  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter ;  Amos  Bowen,  Senior  Warden ;  G. 

W.  Eacker,  Junior  Warden ;  O.  Lee 

Swift,  Treasurer;  C.  G.  Talcott,  Secre- 
tary ;  Frank  Swift,  Senior  Deacon  ;  P. 

W.  Bates,  Junior  Deacon,  and  F.  D. 
Fuller,  W.  L.  Cristy,  F.  M.  Gifford, 
James  Chesbro,  Ebenezer  Buel,  W.  W. 

Huntley,  Smith  Clark,  A.  L.  Mulkins, 

A,  Montgomery,  M.  Lelancl,  W.  S.  An- 
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drus,  Squire  Keith,  G.  D.  Chesbro,  H. 
Newton,  G.  W.  Smith,  G.  B.  Bishop. 

Silver  Creek  Lodge,  No.  682,  Inde- 

pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  in- 
stituted October  31,  1893.  Charter 

members:  H.  A.  Weston,  W.  W.  Cole, 

C.  M.  Homan,  John  Schmill,  D.  J.  Van 
Vlack,  H.  W.  Allen. 

Flourishing  societies  of  Royal  Arca- 

num, Royal  Templars,  United  Work- 
men, Eastern  Star,  Maccabees,  Farm- 

ers Alliance,  etc.,  exist. 

CHARLES  C.  HORTON. 

Charles  C.  Horton  was  born  September 

19,  1857,  at  Angell's  Settlement,  whither, 
among  the  first  pioneers  of  the  Town  of 
Hanover,  came  his  grandparents,  Benjamin 
Horton  and  Ada  (Angell)  Horton.    The  latter 

CHARLES  C.  HORTON. 

was  a  descendant  of  that  Thomas  Angell 
who  came  to  America  in  1631  and  who,  when 
only  eighteen  years  old,  in  company  with 
Roger  Williams  and  four  others,  leaving 
Massachusetts  in  search  of  greater  religious 
freedom,  founded  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

It  was  in  1818  that  Benjamin  Horton  and 
his  wife,  Ada  Angell,  ourneyed  through  tne 
woods  to  Hanover,  bringing  with  them  a 
babe  six  weeks  old.  This  child  grew  up  and 
married  Mary  Ann  Waxham,  recently  of 
Cambridgeshire,  England.  To  them  were 
born  four  children:  Helen,  Elmer,  Walter 
and  Charles.  In  18G5  the  family  moved  to 
Silver  Creek  where  it  has  since  lived. 
Charles  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 

there,  finishing  at  Eastman's  Business  Col- 
lege in  Poughkeepsie.  In  1879  Mr.  Horton 

and  his  brother  Elmer  opened  a  drug  and 
grocery  business  which  is  still  successfully 
carried  on.  He  is  also  extensively  engaged 
in  grape  growing. 

Mr.  Horton  was  always  a  public  spirited 
man,  taking  great  interest  in  politics  both 
local  and  national  and  in  1898  he  was  ap- 

pointed by  President  McKinley  Postmaster 
of  the  Silver  Creek  office.  President  Roose- 

velt re-appointed  him  in  1903. 
In  1882  Mr.  Horton  married  Leora  B. 

Starring,  daughter  of  Sylvenus  S.  Starring, 
a  descendant  of  early  settlers  in  the  Mohawk 
Valley  and  himself  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  have  three 

children — a  son,  Harvey,  now  a  student  in 
the  College  of  Architecture  at  Cornell  Uni- 

versity; and  two  daughters,  Mabel  and 
Grace. 

ALBERT  W.  HULL. 

Albert  W.  Hull  was  a  son  of  Sylvester 
and  Selina  (Reed)  Hull,  and  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  New  York,  December  10, 

1825.  His  grandfather,  Eli  Hull,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and 

was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Oneida 
County  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
September  24,  1838.  Sylvester  Hull  (father) 
was  a  native  of  Oneida  County  and  a  far- 

mer by  occupation.  He  moved  to  Chautau- 
qua County  in  1837  and  purchased  an  eighty- 

acre  farm  in  Cherry  Creek,  cultivated  it  un- 
til his  death,  October  29,  1854,  aged  fifty- 

four  years.  February  1,  1824,  he  married 
Selina  Reed,  a  native  of  Oneida  County, 
who  died  October  21,  1830. 

Albert  W.  Hull  was  reared  on  the  farm  in 
Cherry  Creek  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  of  that  sec- 

tion. He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and 
followed  it  for  a  livelihood  in  connection 
with  contracting  and  building  until  18GS, 
when  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  J.  G.  Record  at  Forestville.  He 
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was  admitted  to  practice  June  6,  1870,  and 
later  on  before  the  United  States  District 
Court.  In  1885  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Justice  of  Sessions,  which  he  held  for  one 
year.  During  the  period  of  years  from  1893 
to  1897  he  was  Postmaster  of  Forestville, 

and  at  other  times  holding"  important  posi- 
tions of  trust,  being  looked  upon  as  an  hon- 

est and  trustworthy  man.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  of  Han- 

over Lodge,  No.  152,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Forestville  Chapter,  No.  136,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  politically  an  active  Dem- 
ocrat. 
On  January  31,  1855,  he  married  Lydia 

Webb,  daughter  of  David  and  Amelia  Webb, 
pioneers  of  Forestville.  One  son,  Albert 
W.  Hull,  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  who  mar- 

ried Grace  Thompson  of  Forestville;  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Robie  of  Bath,  New 
York,  and  an  adopted  daughter,  Mrs.  Wil- 

liam Henderson  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  survive. 
Mr.  Hull  died  November  13,  1903;  Mrs.  Hull 
died  June  22,  1901. 

JOHN  T.  GRISHO, 

John  T.  Grisho,  a  leading  business  man 
of  Silver  Creek,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Ger- 

many, May  28,  1837,  and  came  to  this  coun- 

MRS.  ALBERT  W.  HULL. 

try  in  1857,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county.  His  first  employment  was 
that  of  a  farm  hand  in  the  employ  of  Lan- 

sing Hanford  at  Silver  Creek. 
On  November  7,  1864,  he  was  married  at 

Logvillage  to  Miss  Minnie  Sass  and  in  1866 
took  up  his  permanent  residence  at  Silver 
Creek.  Three  children,  Carl,  Ellen  and  Liz- 

zie, have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grisho. 
Mr.  Grisho  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Germany  and  has  been 
a  successful  business  man.  He  is  a  stock- 

holder in  the  Invincible  Grain  Cleaner  Com- 
pany of  Silver  Creek  and  is  an  extensive 

dealer  in  hay.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  leading  and  devoted  member  of  the  Ger- 

man Lutheran  Church  of  Silver  Creek. 

SIMEON  LEROY  HURLBERT. 

Simeon  LeRoy  Hurlbert,  the  youngest  son 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Perry)  Hurlbert,  was 
born  in  the  Village  of  Forestville,  November 
14,  1837.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Sheffield, 
Massachusetts.  He  enlisted  at  Marlboro, 
Massachusetts,  during  the  War  of  1812  and 

was  a  member  of  Captain  Rockwell's  com- 
pany of  Massachusetts  Infantry.  He  came 

to  this  county  in  1823  and  opened  the  first 
wagonshop   in  the   Village  of  Forestville. 



JOHN  T.  GRISHO. 
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His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Anna  Snow  Perry.  Samuel  Perry  had  the 
honor  of  bringing  the  first  boat  into  Dun- 

kirk Harbor  in  1810,  and  also  of  assisting 
his  cousin,  Commodore  Perry,  as  an  ammu- 

nition tender  in  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Hurlbert's  youth  was  spent  in  his 
native  village  attending  school  and  assist- 

ing his  father  in  the  wagonshop.  In  1865 
he  was  married  to  Mary  J.  Johnson,  daugh- 

SIMEON  L.  HURLISERT. 

ter  of  Richard  and  Amy  (White)  Johnson. 
Their  children  are  Sylvia  White,  who  mar- 

ried George  J.  McAndrew;  Florence  Amy 
and  John  LeRoy,  an  attorney  at  Dunkirk. 
Mr.  Hurlbert  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Republican  and  a  worker  in  the  ranks  of  his 
party  and  for  six  years  he  was  Superintend- 

ent of  the  Poor.  He  has  always  had  the 
welfare  of  his  native  village  at  heart,  and 
has  been  eager  to  do  all  to  aid  in  its  im- 

provement. Several  times  has  he  been 
elected  a  Trustee  of  the  village,  and  twice 
has  he  served  as  its  President.  He  has 
been  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Forest- 
ville  since  its  organization  in  1894,  serving 
at  first  as  Vice  President  and  for  the  last 
seven  years  as  its  President. 

CARLTON   B.  LIVERMORE. 

A  successful  attorney  of  the  Village  of 

Silver  Creek  is  Carlton  B.  Livermore,  who 
was  born  January  26,  1874,  in  the  Town  of 
Hanover,  near  Nashville.  He  is  a  son  of 
Emory  W.  and  Rosaltha  (Bailey)  Liver- 
more.  Mr.  Livermore  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  1824  and  came  to  Chautauqua  County  in 
1836,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mrs.  Liv- 

ermore, (mother),  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Bailey,  who  was  born  at  Shoreham, 
Vermont,  March  11,  1793,  and  died  at  Silver 
Creek  February  8,  1883.  She  is  a  lineal  de- 

scendant, through  her  mother,  of  Sir  Edward 
Rawson,  who  came  to  America  nearly  three 
centuries  ago. 

Carlton  B.  Livermore  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  Silver  Creek 

Academy  and  Cornell  University.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1898,  began  practice 
in  the  Village  of  Silver  Creek  November  22, 
1898,  where  he  now  enjoys  a  good  business. 
Socially  he  is  a  pleasant  gentleman,  and  in 

CAELTON  B.  LIVERMORE. 

business  of  strict  integrity.  On  January  25, 
1900,  he  married  Jeannette  M.  Montgomery 
of  Silver  Creek;  they  have  a  daughter, 
Pauline  Rosaltha,  born  April  5,  1903. 

WILLIAM  H.  MARVIN. 

William  H.  Marvin,  a  son  of  Henry  Floyd 
Marvin  and  Mary  (Deomney)  Marvin,  was 

born  at  Smith's  Mills,  Town  of  Hanover, 
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January  3,  1869.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty, and  on  February  18,  1886,  took  up  his 
residence  at  Forestville.  He  studied  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  and  on 
June  28,  1898,  went  into  the  business  on  his 
own  account,  in  partnership  with  Daniel  A. 

WILLIAM  H.  MARVIN. 

Dye  under  the  firm  name  of  Marvin  &  Dye. 
The  firm  has  prospered  and  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  establishments  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Marvin  was  married  on  September  7, 
1898,  at  Forestville  to  Miss  Alice  L.  Rey- 

nolds, a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sylvester 
W.  Reynolds  of  Forestville. 

ISRAEL  RECORD. 

The  Democracy  of  Chautauqua  County  lost 
one  of  its  strongest  adherents  when  on  July 
16,  1887,  Israel  Record  of  Silver  Creek 
closed  his  eyes  in  their  last  sleep  and  passed 
over  into  the  unknown  world.  Israel  Record 
descended  from  a  line  of  ancestors  who  were 
thoroughly  American  in  their  character  and 
democratic  in  their  habits.  A  hundred 
years  spent  in  the  valleys  of  the  Hudson 
were  but  the  sequel  of  their  earlier  resi- 

dence in  the  Colonial  settlement,  and  the 

sixty  years'  of  life  passed  in  Chautauqua 

County  completed  to  the  present  genera- 
tion an  unbroken  citizenship  in  the  new 

world  of  almost  two  centuries  during  which 
the  brain  and  muscle  of  this  family  were 
devoted  to  the  development  of  the  vast  and 
unlimited  resources  of  our  country.  Israel 
Record  was  a  son  of  Rev.  John  Record  who 
was  a  prominent  citizen  and  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 
Israel  Record  was7  born  October  12,  1798,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  In  1830,  with 
his  wife  and  two  children  he  moved  to 
Sherman,  this  county;  a  few  years  later  he 
moved  to  the  Town  of  Hanover  and  lived 
there  until  he  died.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  eight  children:  Emily,  who  married  Wil- 

liam Wood;  Ursula,  who  married  Norman 
Babcock  of  Silver  Creek;  Laura,  who  mar- 

ried William  Parkman;  William  K.  Record, 
John  G.  Record,  Walter  Record.  Cornelius 
Record  and  Daphne  Record. 

His  memory  was  a  wonderful  store  house 
of  knowledge  and  it  is  said  that  within  a 

few  days  after  President  Cleveland's  in- 
augural address  was  published  he  repeated 

it   verbatim   and   remembered   it  perfectly 

ISRAEL  RECOHD. 

until  he  died.  Dates  and  places,  laws  and 
state  constitutions,  amendments  and  the 
men  who  advocated  them  were  as  familiar 
to  his  memory  when  past  eighty  years  of 
age  as  to  the  eye  of  an  ordinary  man  when 
looking  at  the  printed  page  of  an  open  book, 
and  when  he  once  asserted  the  correctness 
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of  a  statement  it  was  useless  to  refer  to  a 

book  for  corroborative  proof — he  was  al- 
ways bound  to  be  correct. 

JOHN   G.  RECORD. 

John  G.  Record  was  born  at  Smith's  Mills 
October  2,  1836,  and  was  a  son  of  Israel  and 
Mary  (Gardner)  Record.  During  the  last 
century  his  ancestors  were  settled  in  the 
rich  and  fertile  valley  of  the  Hudson  River 
which  has  been  made  famous  for  all  time 
to  come  by  the  pen  of  Washington  Irving, 
the  prince  of  American  writers.  Rev.  John 
Record,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  John  G. 

JOHN  G.  HE  CORD. 

Record,  was  an  active  minister  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church;  he  ran  a  grist  mill  and  was 

a  man  of  prominence  as  well  as  of  useful- 
ness in  the  community  in  which  he  resided. 

His  son,  Israel  Record,  (see  sketch),  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  and  reared  at  Poughkeepsie  and  came 
to  the  Town  of  Sherman  about  1830;  he 
afterwards  removed  to  the  Town  of  Han- 

over of  which  he  was  a  resident  until  his 
death  in  1887  at  eighty  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  cattle  dealer  during  the  active  part 
of  his  life.  His  wife  was  Mary  Gardner, 
who    was   born    in    Dutchess    County  and 

passed  away  in  1880,  when  in  the  eignt.7- 
iourth  year  o.  her  age. 

John  G.  Record  spent  his  boyhood  days  iu 
his  native  county  and  received  an  acaiemic 
education  at  Middlebury  and  Wyoming 
Academies.  Leaving  school  he  read  law  in 
1858  with  Sherman  and  Scott  of  Forestville; 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  December,  1859, 

and  practiced  successfully  at  Forestville  un- 
til his  death  on  August  12,  1895.  He  was 

married  in  1862  to  Mary  Farnham  of  Forest- 
ville, who  died  in  March,  1886,  and  left  four 

children:  Nellie,  who  married  I.  K.  Dye; 
Walter  Record,  Charles  Record  and  Ralph 
Record.  On  October  2,  1887,  John  G.  Record 
married  Nora  M.  Hay  ward  of  Versailles, 
New  York;  to  this  union  were  born  two 
children,  Daphne  and  Mollie. 

In  politics  Mr.  Record  was  a  zealous  Dem- 
ocrat of  Jeffersonian  views,  he  always  stood 

upon  the  platform  of  the  old  time  genuine 
principles  of  his  party  and  advocated  hon- 

esty and  economy  in  state  as  well  as  na- 
tional affairs.  In  1879  Mr.  Record  was 

elected  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Hanover, 
and  several  times  accepted  nominations 
from  his  party  for  other  offices,  in  its  plucky 

but  hopeless  fights  against  the  overwhelm- 
ing Republican  majority  in  Chautauqua 

County. 

WALTER  RECORD. 

Walter  Record  of  Forestville,  is  one  of  the 

representative  young  lawyers  of  Chautau- 
qua County.  He  was  born  in  the  aforemen- 

tioned village  on  June  4,  1868,  being  a  de- 
scendant of  a  family  numbered  as  one  of 

the  earliest  in  the  settlement  of  the  county. 
His  father,  J.  G.  Record,  was-  a  capable  at- 

torney in  his  clay,  while  his  grandfather. 
Israel  Record,  settled  in  Chautauqua  County 
in  1812. 

Mr.  Record's  preliminary  education  was 
commenced  and  finished  in  the  Town  of 
Forestville.  Although  never  attending  a 
law  school,  he  was  able  to  secure  an  ade- 

quate knowledge  of  law  by  browsing  in  the 
well-stocked  library  of  his  father.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  State  in 
October,  1892,  Walter  Record  formed  a  part- 

nership with  his  father,  J.  G.  Record,  for 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  Village  of  Forest- 

ville. That  partnership  was  terminated 
by  the  death  of  the  elder  Record,  two  years 
later,  on  August  12,  1895.  Since  that  time 
he  has  continued  to  conduct  his  growing 
practice  unassisted. 
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While  having  no  particular  political  am- 
bitions, Attorney  Record  was  selected  by 

the  Democratic  Party  as  a  candidate  for 
Member  of  the  Assembly  in  the  Second  Dis- 

trict of  Chautauqua  County.  He  was  beaten 
by  his  Republican  opponent,  Speaker  S. 
Fred  Nixon.  Subsequently  he  was  the 

party's  choice  for  District  Attorney,  but  the 
usual  Republican  majorities  resulted  in  the 
selection  of  Eleazer  Green. 

Mr.  Record  has  been  twice  married,  but 
he  is  without  children.  He  was  married 
to  Nellie  M.  Judd  on  July  20,  1889,  she 
dying  on  xxugust  26,  1894.  He  was  marrie  1 
to  his  second  wife,  Minerva  P.  Strong,  0,1 

WALTER  RECORD. 

March  16,  1898,  and  at  the  present  time 
they  reside  in  Forestville. 

CHAUNCEY  G.  TALCOTT. 

A  farmer,  and  one  of  the  National  Guards 
who  organized  a  company  and  helped  to  re- 

pel Lee  at  Gettysburg,  is  Chauncey  G.  Tal- 
cott,  who  is  a  son  of  William  D.  and  Persis 
Brandgee  (Gage)  Talcott,  and  was  born  m 
Silver  Creek,  New  York,  October  6,  1834. 
Until  the  coming  of  William  D.  Talcott  to 
Silver  Creek  in  1831,  the  family  had  lived 
in  Connecticut  since  1632,  that  being  the 
date  when  an  Englishman  named  John  Tal- 

cott landed  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and 
then  went  to  Hartford,  Connecticut.  He 
soon  after  acquired  a  large  tract  of  land. 
One  of  the  patentees  named  in  the  charter 
of  Charles  the  First,  granted  to  Connecti- 

cut, 1662,  and  it  was  the  foundation  of  the 
wealth  owned  by  later  members  of  the  older 
family.  The  Talcott  Mountains  were  named 
for  a  member  of  the  family,  probably  for 
Governor  Joseph  Talcott,  who  was  one  of 
the  early  Governors  of  the  colony — from 
1724  to  1741.  David  Talcott  was  our  sub- 

ject's grandfather  and  he  spent  his  life 
in  his  native  state.  His  son,  William  D. 
Talcott  (father),  was  born  in  Glastonberry, 
Connecticut,  on  March  3,  1811,  where  he 
lived  until  he  attained  his  twentieth  year. 
In  1831  he  set  out  for  Buffalo  but  after 
reaching  it  remained  only  a  short  time  and 
then  went  to  Jamestown,  this  county.  A 
few  months  later  he  went  to  Silver  Creek, 
arriving  November  2,  where  he  bought  a 
home  and  resided  until  he  died,  December 
15,  1880.  By  trade  he  was  a  harness  maker 
and  saddler,  which  he  followed  at  this  place 
until  1839  when  he  began  lumbering,  ship- 

building, etc.,  continuing  this  business  until 
1876.  William  D.  Talcott  was  a  man  of 
magnetic  influence,  with  good  judgment 
and  rare  perspicacity,  and  conducted  his 
business  in  a  systematic  manner.  Political- 

ly he  trained  with  the  Democrats  and  held 
the  offices  of  Superintendent  of  Highways, 
School  Trustee  and  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
of  Hanover.  He  was  a  liberal  contributor 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  in  1856  be- 

came a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Five  years  later  he  was  created  an  elder 
of  his  church,  the  duties  of  which  he  filled 
with  honor  and  Christian  humility  until  he 
was  called  to  join  the  great  congregation 
above.  Sabbath  school  work  especially  was 
the  recipient  of  his  attention  and  generos- 

ity. In  1833,  he  married  Persis  Brandgee 
Gage,  a  native  of  Vinfield,  Madison  County, 
this  state,  where  she  was  born  in  1814,  but 
when  three  years  of  age  her  parents,  Asa 
and  Nancy  (Brace)  Gage,  brought  her  to 
Silver  Creek.  Mrs.  Talcott  died  August  7. 
1S78.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  child- 

ren, six  sons  and  one  daughter:  Chauncey 
G.,  Wallace  W.  and  William  S.  reside  in 
Silver  Creek;  Asa  G.,  lives  in  Buffalo;  Wal- 

ter makes  his  home  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Talcott)  Harroun.  of  New 

York  City.  Mrs.  Talcott  was  a  woman  pos- 
sessing rare  motherly  characteristics  and 

enjoyed  the  peace  of  a  genuine  Christian 
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spirit.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Silver  Creek,  and 
her  body  is  laid  away  to  rest  in  Glenwood 
Cemetery,  Silver  Creek.  Coming  from  the 
renowned  English  family  of  Gage,  the  best 
blood  of  that  country  flowed  in  her  veins. 
Viscount  Gage,  an  old  Irish  nobleman,  be- 

longed to  the  same  family  and  she  was 
closely  connected  with  our  own  Revolution- 

ary hero,  General  Gage. 
Chauncey  G.  Talcott  was  reared  at  Silver 

Creek  and  after  graduation  in  the  public 
schools  he  was  sent  to  the  Brockport  Col- 

legiate Institute  and  later,  in  1850,  he  grad- 
uated from  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 

College,  at  Buffalo.  Being  thus  fitted  by 
education  as  well  as  natural  endowments 
for  business,  he  walked  out  in  life  and  be- 

gan as  an  accountant  for  a  lumber  firm  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  but  after  a  stay  lasting  one 

year  he  went  into  his  father's  service,  keep- 
ing the  accounts  of  his  large  lumber  and 

lake  transportation  business.  In  the  fall  of 
1858  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
uncle,  John  H.  Talcott,  the  firm  name  being 
Talcott  &  Company,  and  their  business  in 
wool  and  tanning.  The  partnership  contin- 

ued for  twenty  years  and  was  dissolved  in 
1878  by  mutual  consent.  Since  that  time 
Mr.  Talcott  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
and  dealing  in  live  stock  and  real  estate. 
The  beautiful  home  where  he  resides  is  but 
a  small  portion  of  his  property  holdings. 
In  1859  he  organized  a  company  of  National 
Guards  and  was  made  its  First  Lieutenant. 
In  1863  when  the  Confederate  Army  invaded 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Talcott  was  commissioned 
Captain  of  the  company  and  took  it  to  Get- 

tysburg, but  after  the  Rebel  Army  was  re 
pulsed  they  returned  home,  having  seen 
about  one  month's  active  service. 
On  December  7,  1858,  he  married  Maria 

L.  Lee,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Lee,  of  Silver 
Creek,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this 
town.  They  have  an  adopted  daughter, 
Helen  M.  Abell,  a  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Eliza  (Lee)  Abell.  Chauncey  G.  Tal- 

cott is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  serves  it  in  the  capacity  of  an  elder. 
For  four  years  he  was  Superintendent  of 
its  Sabbath  school.  He  is  a  Democrat  and 
has  held  some  of  the  responsible  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  town.  When  Sylvan  Lodge, 
No.  757,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was 
chartered,  Mr.  Talcott  was  a  member  of  it 
and  was  elected  the  first  Secretary.  He  is 
a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  business 

acumen,  of  undoubted  integrity,  genial, 
warm-hearted  and  generous. 

CRAWFORD  STEARNS. 

Crawford  Stearns  was  born  in  the  Town 
of  Arkwright  in  1830.  He  was  a  son  of 
Benjamin  Stearns,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 

mont and  came  to  Chautauqua  County  with 
his  father,  Abijah  Stearns,  where  he  first 
settled  within  the  present  limits  of  the  City 
of  Dunkirk  on  the  Roberts  Road  about  the 
beginning  of  the  century.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  the  Town  of  Villenova  where 
he  died  in  the  year  1865.  His  father,  Abijah 
Stearns,  came  from  that  branch  of  the 
Stearns  family  which  first  settled  in  Ver- 

mont, and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Craw- 
ford Stearns,  is  a  direct  descendant  from 

Isaac  Stearns  who  came  to  Massachusetts 
from  England  with  Governor  Winthrop  on 
the  ship  Arabella  in  1630,  as  shown  by  the 
pul dished  geneology  of  the  Stearns  family. 

Crawford  Stearns  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
school.  He  has  always  been  occupied  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  stock  raising 
and  dealing.  He  now  owns  a  large  farm  of 
about  four  hundred  acres  in  Villenova.  In 
1883  he  removed  from  Villenova  to  Forest- 
ville.  In  1854  Mr.  Stearns  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lovisa  White,  a  daughter  of 
Joel  White  of  Arkwright,  who  was  born  in 
1835.  Joel  White,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Stearns,  came  to  Chautauqua  County  from 
Leroy,  Genesee  County,  having  come  from 
Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,  to  Leroy,  as  a 
child  early  in  the  century.  Noah  White,  the 
father  of  Joel  White,  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  having  served  for  four  years  in 
the  War  for  Independence.    The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Stearns  was  Vinton,  who 
was  born  at  Stockbridge,  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts,  and  her  father,  Abiatha  Vin- 

ton, was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  having 
served  from  the  firing  of  the  minute  guns 
until  the  complete  close  of  the  Revolution- 

ary War  and  was  one  of  the  men  that  suf- 
fered all  of  the  hardships  of  Valley  Forge. 

They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Honorable  Lester  F.  Stearns,  born  July  27, 
1855,  (see  Dunkirk  section),  and  Allie  M., 
born  in  1860,  and  who  married  Irving  Bow- 

ers in  1881  and  resides  at  Forestville. 
Crawford  Stearns,  full  of  push  and  en- 

ergy, has  as  a  natural  consequence  been 
very  successful  and  now  in  the  autumn  of 
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life  is  enjoying  the  .fruits  of  his  efforts.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  strong  Republican.  In  re- 

ligion he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churcn  of  which  he  is  also  a  stew- 

ard and  trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  Han- 
over Grange  No.  594,  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 

and  Hanover  Lodge  No.  10,  Ancient  Order 
United  Workmen.  Strong  in  his  convic- 

tions, pleasant  and  kindly  in  temperament 
and  disposition,  he  is  respected  and  es- 

teemed by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
him.  Mrs.  Stearns  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  which  she 
is  a  faithful  worker. 

GEORGE    E.  TOWN  E. 

George  E.  Towne  is  a  man  who  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  public  and 
political  affairs  of  Chautauqua  County  and 
is  also  an  advocate  of  recognized  learning 
and  ability  in  the  profession  of  law.  He 
was  born  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  No- 

vember 7,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  H. 
and  Caroline  (Spring)  Towne.  Five  gener- 

ations of  Townes  have  been  native  to  the 
state  of  New  Hampshire  and  have  lived  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Keene.  The 
grandparent  of  the  subject,  David  Towne, 

MRS.  CRAWFORD  STEARNS, 

was  one  of  the  daring  patriots  and  valiant 
soldiers  who  under  the  incomparable  leader- 

ship of  Ethan  Allen,  captured  Fort  Ticon- 
deroga  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  famous  "Green  Moun- 

tain Boys"  who  won  such  a  decisive  and 
overwhelming  victory  at  Bennington,  Ver- 

mont. Andrew  H.  Towne,  (father),  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Frank] inville,  New  York,  and  has 

been  engaged  in  agricultural  and  viticultural 
pursuits  the  major  part  of  his  life.  His  wife, 
a  native  of  Grafton,  Vermont,  died  in  1888. 
George  E.  Towne  passed  his  childhood 

in  New  Hampshire  and  removed  to  Cattar- 
augus County  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  He 

entered  the  TenBroeck  Academy  at  Frank- 
linville,  graduating  in  1875,  and  soon  after 
began  to  read  law  with  a  cousin,  Hon.  Al- 

fred Spring,  now  a  Supreme  Court  Justice, 
and  the  next  year  accepted  the  principalship 
of  the  Little  Valley  High  School,  which  po- 

sition he  held  a  year,  and  then  resumed  his 
law  studies.  He  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  all  of  the  courts  of  the  state  of  New 
York  at  Rochester  in  October,  1879,  but 
began  an  actual  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Cattaraugus,  where  he  remained  six 
months.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Silver  Creek 
where  he   now   resides.     In   1888   he  was 
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elected  to  the  Legislature,  his  course  so 
completely  met  with  the  approbation  of  his 
constituents,  he  was  enthusiastically  re- 

turned. While  in  the  Legislature  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
House  on  the  Republican  side,  and  gained 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  speaker,  a  logi- 

cal and  persuasive  reasoner  and  a  man  of 
broad  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  pub- 

lic questions.  Mr.  Towne  has  a  pleasing 
address  and  as  a  lawyer  enjoys  the  confi- 

dence and  high  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 
One  June  18,  1883,  he  was  united  in  mar- 

riage to  Miss  Bertha  Smith  of  Franklin- 
ville.  Thier  children  are:  Frank  H.,  Hazel, 
Josephine,  Caroline. 

FRANK    L.  SMITH. 

Frank  L.  Smith  of  Silver  Creek,  a  man 
who  has  attained  a  prominent  position 
among  the  younger  generation  of  citizens, 
was  born  in  Hanover  July  23,  1871.  His 
father  was  Daniel  C.  Smith  and  his  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Cordelia  C.  Cushman.  He 
has  lived  all  his  life  in  Hanover. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  the  Union  School  at 
Silver  Creek  and  the  Cornell  Law  School. 

FRANK  L.  SMITH. 

He  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  at  law  at 
the  July  term  of  the  Appellate  Division  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Fourth  Depart- 

ment of  the  State  of  Mew  York. 

From  July  1,  1898,  Mr.  Smith  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Towne  &  Smith,  and 

since  January  1,  1904,  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Stearns,  Towne  &  Smith,  in 
Dunkirk.  He  is  a  Mason — a  member  of  Sil- 

ver Creek  Lodge,  No.  757 — and  also  belongs 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  an  attendant  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 
Mr.  Smith  has  at  various  times  been 

chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  offices  of 
some  importance,  the  duties  of  which  he 
has  always  perfoi  med  with  conspicuous 
ability  and  faithfulness.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Hanover  in  1S97-1S98,  Super- 

visor in  1900-1901,  and  Loan  Commissioner 
of  Chautauqua  County.  1902-1906.  He  mar- 

ried M.  Josephine  Robinson  at  Buffalo  Jan- 
uary 16,  1897.  His  children  are  Marion 

Josephine  and  Marvin  F.  Smith. 

GORDON  L.  WEEKS. 

Gordon  L.  Weeks  of  Silver  Creek  was 
born  in  Ellery  February  23,  1842.  His  father 
was  Liscomb  Weeks  of  that  town.    He  at- 
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tended  the  common  schools  in  Ellery  and 
the  Academies  at  Westfleld  and  Fredonia. 
He  received  an  appointment  to  tne  Albany 
Normal  School  and  as  he  had  a  liking  for 
the  work  of  a  teacher,  he  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  Normal  School,  graduating  in  July, 
18G4.  Throughout  the  period  of  his  school- 

ing, Mr.  Weeks  performed  farm  work  or 
taught  school  to  provide  himself  with  neces- 

sary funds,  and  he  thus  knows  what  it  is 
to  make  his  own  way  in  early  life.  On  De- 

cember 27,  18G5,  Mr.  Weeks  married  Matilda 
F.  Gillis  of  Fredonia.  They  have  one  daugh- 

ter, Alice  Gratia  Weeks.  Mr.  Weeks  has 
lived  in  his  present  home  since  April  1, 
18G8.  He  taught  school  in  Silver  Creek, 
Salamanca,  Ripley  and  other  places,  and  in 
1872  he  bought  the  Silver  Creek  Mills.  For 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century  or  since  1879, 
he  has  given  his  own  time  and  attention 
to  the  mill  and  to  the  flour  and  feed  busi- 

ness. He  has  built  up  a  fine  trade  and  is 
known  for  many  miles  as  a  master  of  his 
business  and  a  man  of  upright  character. 
While  Mr.  Weeks  is  not  by  disposition  a 
seeker  after  public  office,  his  ability  and 
merit  have  been  recognized  by  his  selection 
for  the  office  of  President  of  the  village, 
which  he  held  three  terms.  He  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Board  of  Education  for  six  years 
and  was  Treasurer  of  the  village  one  term. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  or  fra- 

ternal organization. 

HERBERT  P.  WHITE. 

Herbert  Peter  White  was  born  in  Nasn- 
ville,  in  Hanover  township,  October  19, 
1856,  and  has  lived  in  Forestville  since  1874. 
His  father  was  Allen  White  and  his  grand- 

father Peter  White,  who  came  to  Hanover 
in  1834.  He  attended  public  school  at  Nash- 

ville and  afterward  the  Forestville  Free 

Academy,  completing  his  education  at  Ham- 
ilton College,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 

of  Arts,  in  1881.  He  was  a  classmate  in 
college  with  Hon.  S.  Frederick  Nixon.  When 
there  he  was  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 
fraternity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  for  the  last  three  years  has 
been  Master  of  Hanover  Lodge,  No.  152. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  White  was  married  in  June,  190u,  at 
Forestville,  to  Susan  Mary  Record,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Henry  A.  and  Helen  Record  of  that 
place.  A  son,  Albion  Nelson  Record,  was 
born  to  them  on  May  29,  1901. 

Mr.  White  was  admitted  to  the  practice 
of  law  at  the  General  Term,  Rochester,  in 
April,  1882.  Afterward  he  taught  school 
for  a  number  of  years  and  then  associated 
with  his  father,  Allen  White  in  general 
farming  and  grape  growing  in  the  Town 
of  Hanover.  Since  1900  he  has  given  his 
entire  time  to  the  practice  of  law,  and  is 
now  associated  with  Walter  Record  in  law 
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practice  in  Forestville  under  the  firm  name 
of  Record  &  White.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 

politics  and  has  never  sought  political  pre- 
ferment. In  1893,  however,  he  was  elected 

President  of  the  village  and  was  kept  on  the 
Village  Board  from  that  time  until  1899.  He 

HERBEBT  P.  WHITE. 

was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua and  Brie  Grape  Company  and  its 

first  Secretary. 

DAVID  T.  SMITH. 

David  T.  Smith  comes  of  Revolutionary 
stock.  He  was  born  in  Conewango,  Cattar- 

augus County,  New  York,  April  14,  1843. 

On  his  mother's  side  his  grandmother's 
father  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  His 
grandfather,  Jotham  Metcalf,  who  came  to 
Conewango  in  1821,  was  a  soldier  of  1812. 
His  father,  Zalmon  Smith,  was  born  in  Roch- 

ester, New  York,  and  came  to  Conewango 
when  he  was  six  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  War,  in  the  same  com- 

pany and  regiment  as  David  T.  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  common 

schools  and  in  Randolph  Academy.  He  has 
lived  in  Forestville  since  March,  1889.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  in  Company  E, 
Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  in  1861,  and  served 

for  three  years,  making  an  excellent  record 
as  a  brave  soldier.  He  was  wounded  at 
Brandy  Station,  Virginia,  1863. 

Mr.  Smith  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
in  Bradford  in  1865,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  He  was  in  the  same  business  in 
Randolph  for  the  succeeding  twelve  years 
and  in  Red  House  for  the  next  five  years. 
He  was  interested  also  in  the  manufacturing 
of  wood  handles.  He  was  keeper  in  Auburn 
and  Clinton  prisons  for  one  and  a  half  years, 
from  1887  to  March,  1889,  at  which  time  ne 
removed  to  Forestville  and  purchased  a 
farm  for  the  cultivation  of  grapes  and  gar- 

den vegetables. 
Mr.  Smith  has  held  various  public  offices. 

He  was  Commissioner  of  Highways  two 
terms,  Supervisor  in  1875  and  1879,  in  Ran- 

dolph; was  elected  Collector  of  Hanover  in 
1898,  for  a  term  of  two  years;  and  was 
chosen  Supervisor  of  the  town  in  1901  and 
was  re-elected  to  that  office  in  1903,  which 
position  he  now  holds. 
He  was  married  to  Amelia  Davis,  daugh- 

ter of  Hiram  Davis  of  New  Albion,  July  16, 

DAVID  T.  .SMITH. 

1865.  Children  have  been  born  of  the 
union  as  follows:  Addie,  born  September 
13,  1868,  died  October  17,  1S93.  She  was 
married  in  June,  1886.  to  Addison  Lake  of 
Randolph,  who  with  a  daughter.  Gertrude, 
twelve  years   old,   survives.     Clarence  D.. 
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born  February  12,  1875,  married  Katie  San- 
ford  July  20,  1898.* 

Mr.  Smith  is  active  in  various  fraternal 
and  patriotic  orders.  He  was  a  member 
of  Conewango  Lodge,  No.  282,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Bast  Randolph. 
In  1876  he  was  First  District  Deputy 
of  the  Cattaraugus  District  of  that  order, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  Forestville  Lodge, 
No.  99,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  was  a  member  of  Randolph  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  now  belongs  to 
Forestville  Lodge,  No.  152.  He  was  a  char- 

ter member  of  D.  T.  Wiggins  Post,  No.  297, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Randolph,  was 
twice  Commander  of  that  Post  and  trans- 

ferred his  membership  to  G.  L.  Pierce  Post, 
No.  439,  Forestville.  He  is  Past  Master  of 
Hanover  Grange,  No.  595,  of  Forestville  Pa- 

trons of  Husbandry,  and  was  for  ten  years 
Fire  Director.  He  is  a  member  of  Forest 
City  Tent,  No.  99,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
of  Forestville. 
He  and  his  wife  and  daughter  joined  the 

Baptist  Church  of  Forestville  in  1890  and  the 
son  in  1892. 

STEPHEN  HOXIE  YORK. 

Stephen  Hoxie  York,  a  man  who  was  var- 

MRS    STEPHEN  HOXIE  YORK. 

iously  and  extensively  engaged  in  business 
pursuits  in  the  Town  of  Hanover,  was  a  son 
of  Warren  D.  and  Sarah  (Crumb)  York,  who 
was  born  December  12,  1841,  at  Brookfleld, 
New  York.  His  grandfather,  Yeomans 
York,  belonged  to  an  old  Revolutionary 
family  of  Connecticut,  where  he  was  born 
and  from  whence  he  emigrated  to  the  State 
of  New  York,  locating  at  Brookfleld,  where 
he  died  in  18G0,  aged  ninety-three  years. 
His  brothers,  who  were  all  older  than  him- 

self, enlisted  and  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  was  twice  married ;  first  to 

Miss  Rogers,  by  whom  he  had  two  children; 
his  second  wife  was  Miss  Catherine  Collins, 
who  bore  him  a  family  of  seven  children, 
six  boys  and  one  girl.  Warren  D.  York 
(father)  was  born  in  Madison  County,  in 
1819  and  died  at  Liberty,  Nebraska.  He 
came  to  Chautauqua  County  in  1868,  settling 
in  the  Town  of  Hanover,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cheese  until  1885, 
when  he  removed  to  Nebraska.  He  had  a 

family  of  six  children:  Stephen  H.  (sub- 
ject); Lewis;  Warren  Y.;  Selah;  Lucy,  who 

married  George  Crumb;  Eliza,  married  Frank 
H.  Morrison. 
Stephen  H.  York  married  January  7, 

1866,  Josephine  Ramsdell,  a  daughter  of 
John   Ramsdell  of   Madison   County,  New 
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York.  Mr.  York  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  academy,  and  like 

many  other  successful  men,  gained  a  good 
physical  basis  for  his  after  career  by  work- 

ing upon  a  farm.  His  farming  experience 
however,  lasted  only  three  years,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese, 
wagons,  and  lumber  at  Forestville,  under 
the  firm  name  of  House  &  York.  He  re- 

mained in  that  business  about  a  year,  when 
he  retired  from;  the  firm  and  joining  with 
his  father  went  into  the  same  business 
which  became  successful  and  lucrative. 
In  1873  he  sold  his  interests  in  the  manu- 

facturing enterprise  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Villenova,  under  the 

firm  name  of  Maples  &  York,  but  at  the 
expiration  of  two  years  returned  to  For- 

estville and  again  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  in  connection  with  his  cousin. 
Three  years  was  the  limit  in  this  business 
also,  and  in  the  spring  of  1881  he  removed 
to  Smith  Mills,  built  a  large  store  and  again 
engaged  in  merchandising,  which  business 
he  successfully  conducted  until  his  death, 
March  6,  1898. 

Mr.  York  was  a  life  long  Republican,  an 
earnest  advocate  of  its  principles,  and  had 
been  called  to  fill  the  offices  of  Collector 
and  Town  Clerk,  the  latter  office  he  held 
continuously  since  1885,  until  his  death. 
Mr.  York  was  a  pleasant,  agreeable  man  in 
his  general  demeanor,  possessed  of  good 
business  qualifications  and  a  laudable  am- 
bition. 

ALBERT  H.  STEBBINS. 

Albert  H.  Stebbins  of  Silver  Creek,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  fami- 

lies of  the  Town  of  Hanover  and  Chautau- 
qua County,  is  a  son  of  Marcus  and  Emeline 

(Moore)  Stebbins.  His  grandfather,  Hesa- 
diah  Stebbins,  came  with  Francis  Webber 
from  Monson,  Massachusetts,  in  1804.  They 
were  the  first  settlers  and  the  first  pur- 

chasers of  land  in  what  is  now  Sheridan. 
Marcus  N.  Stebbins,  father  of  Albert  H., 
was  horn  in  Sheridan  in  1819,  and  owned 
one  hundred  forty  acres  of  the  original 
farm,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1886. 
The  farm  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Marcus  and  Edith  Stebbins,  the  youngest 
son  and  daughter.  Albert  H.  was  born  on 
the  same  farm  May  15,  1842,  and  moved  to 
Silver  Creek  in  1892.  Albert  H.  united  in 
marriage  with  Clara  Smith,  a  native  of  Lie- 
cester,  England,  who  died  in  1883,  leaving 
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four  children:  Loren  W.,  who  married 
Grace  Birdsey;  Scuyler  C,  married  Jessie 
Mead,  daughter  of  S.  L.  Mead;  Smith  H., 
who  graduated  as  Civil  Engineer  from  Cor- 

nell University  in  1895,  and  married  Alice 
Keegan  of  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  Mary  L. 
Albert  H.  married  Nina  E.  Congdon  in  188G, 
who  died  in  1892,  leaving  one  child,  Clara 
A.  In  1901  he  married  Julia  (Fuller)  Watts, 
who  is  a  descendant  of  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller. 
Albert  H.  commenced  business  for  himself 
in  18G4  in  farming  and  dealing  in  real  estate. 
He  owned  seven  different  farms  in  Hanover 

ALBERT  H.  STEBBINS. 

and  Sheridan,  also  five  houses  in  Silver 
Creek. 

In  politics  he  is  i  staunch  Republican  and 
has  served  the  Town  of  Hanover  for  sixteen 
consecutive  years,  nine  years  as  Assessor, 
and  seven  as  Supervisor. 
He  commenced  his  education  in  Sheridan 

and  finished  at  Randolph  Academy  in  1S63. 
He  was  associated  with  parties  in  St.  Clair, 
Michigan,  in  building  the  schooner  John 
W.  Hanaford  in  1875,  and  was  successful  as 
manager  and  owner  until  1903.  He  affiliates 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
is  a  Mason.  Mr.  Stebbins  is  a  lineal  de- 

scendant of  Rowland  Stebbins.,  of  the  Town 
and  Parish  of  Stebbing,  England. 
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DANIEL  SHERMAN. 

Judge  Daniel  Sherman  was  born  in  Busti 
November  29,  1821,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Forestville  March  29,  1903.  For  many  years 
Judge  Sherman  was  one  of  the  conspicuous 
public  men  of  the  county  and  was  also  ac- 

tively identified  with  various  business  inter- 
ests. He  was  elected  District  Attorney  of 

Chautauqua  County  in  1851  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  a  three  years'  term  he  became 

attorney  for  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians, 
a  position  he  held  for  twelve  years.  Later 
he  was  appointed  agent  for  the  Six  Nations 

DANIEL  SHERMAN. 

of  New  York  and  in  1882  he  was  elected 

Surrogate  of  Chautauqua  County,  which  po- 
sition he  held  until  1894. 

Judge  Sherman  married  Mary  Colville, 
April  28,  1852.  They  had  five  children,  Dan- 

iel, Elizabeth,  Mary,  William  and  Julia  D. 
Sherman. 

HENRY  G.  ALLEN. 

Henry  G.  Allen,  cashier  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Forestville,  comes  of  old  Chautauqua 
County  stock.  While  he  was  born  in 
Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  December  30,  1850, 
his  grandfather,  Worthy  Allen,  settled  in 
Sheridan  in  1815,  and  his  father,  Spencer 
Allen,  was  born  in  Sheridan  February  5, 
181S.  He  moved  to  Wisconsin,  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  and  returned 
to  Sheridan  in  1858,  where  he  died  February 
7,  1884. 

Mr.  Allen  received  a  common  district 
school  education  and  later  took  a  Higher 
English  course  at  the  Fredonia  Normal 
School.  He  began  life  as  a  wage-earner  as 
a  messenger  boy  in  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  office  at  Fredonia,  and  by  faithful 
and  diligent  work  rose  to  the  position  of 
manager  of  the  office,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  over  ten  years.  He  entered  the 
Fredonia  National  Bank  in  April,  1884,  was 
bookkeeper  for  two  and  one-half  years  and 
then  advanced  to  assistant  cashier.  He 
held  this  position  for  ten  years,  resigning 
to  accept  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Forestville  November  1,  1896. 

Mr.  Allen  was  married  to  Hattie  E.  Col- 
burn  in  Fredonia,  November  13,  1878.  They 
have  three  children.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  Forestville  Lodge, 
No.  152,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
Worthy  Patron  of  Forestville  Chapter,  No. 
247,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
A  further  fact  of  interest  regarding  Mr. 

Allen's  ancestry — he  is  a  great-grandson  of 
Rev.  John  Spencer,  who  was  the  first  itiner- 

ant preacher  that  preached  in  Western  New 
York,  and  who  was  born  in  1758.  A  biogra- 

phy of  Rev.  John  Spencer  appears  in  Vol- 
umn  II  of  this  History,  pages  639-643. 

EMMONS  J.  SWIFT. 

The  cause  of  education  in  Western  New 
York  was  faithfully  served  by  Emmons  J. 
Swift  in  the  capacity  of  teacher  and  School 
Commissioner  for  twenty-two  years,  cover- 

ing the  period  from  1869  to  1891.  Mr. 
Swift  was  born  February  20,  1852,  on 
the  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  Hanover, 
settled  by  his  grandfather,  Jacob  Swift, 
who  moved  from  the  Town  of  Lisle, 
Broome  County,  this  state,  reaching  the 
Hanover  wilderness,  overlooking  Lake  Erie, 
September  20,  1822,  the  day  that  his  oldest 
son  Joel  C,  the  father  of  Emmons,  was  one 
year  old.  The  maternal  parent  was  Frances 
A.,  daughter  of  Reverend  Jonas  Glazier,  a 
Baptist  preacher,  who  moved  from  Massa- 

chusetts to  Napoli,  Cattaraugus  County,  in 
an  early  day.  Emmons  was  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  four  sons.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  the  Forestville 
Academy;  began  teaching  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  and  continued  his  work  for  thir- 

teen years,  being  principal  of  the  schools 
at  Cherry  Creek,  this  county;  Versailles, 
Perrysburg,  Dayton  and  Cattaraugus  in  Cat- 
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taraugus  County.  He  closed  his  last  term  of 
school  in  that  county  the  day  before  Christ- 

mas and  in  one  week  thereafter,  on  New 

Year's  Day  following,  assumed  the  duties  of 
School  Commissioner  in  the  Second  Commis- 

sioner District  of  our  county. 
He  took  front  rank  from  the  first  in  matter 

of  school  supervision,  being  prominent  in  the 
formation  of  the  Western  New  York  Asso- 

ciation of  School  Commissioners  and  City 
Superintendents,  the  first  body  in  our  state 
to  use  Uniform  Teachers'  examinations.  Com- 

missioner Swift  was  a  strong  advocate  of  this 
feature  of  unification  until  it  finally  became 
engrafted  into  our  state  educational  system. 
He  took  a  leading  interest  in  state  as  well 
as  local  educational  meetings  and  was  elect- 

ed President  of  the  New  York  State  Associa- 
tion of  School  Commissioners  and  City  Su- 

perintendents. As  School  Commissioner  he 
was  renominated  each  time  by  acclamation 
and  his  efficiency  and  popularity  demon- 

strated by  largely  increased  majorities  at 
the  polls;  but  he  declined  a  renomination 
for  fourth  term. 

In  November,  1891,  under  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Harrison  Mr.  Swift 

was  appointed  one  of  the  twelve  Unit- 
ed States  Internal  Revenue  Agents  and 

assigned  to  duty  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  soon  transferred  to  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina,  and  given  charge  of  the  division 
which  includes  the  three  states,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina.  This 
of  all  the  divisions  is  considered  the  most 
difficult  to  handle.  This  work  consists  of  the 
detection  of  and  the  prosecution  for  fraud 
on  the  Internal  Revenue,  and  includes  the 
suppression  of  illicit  distillation.  Many  are 
the  hair-raising  encounters  with  southern 
mountain  moonshiners  that  "Colonel  Swift" 
could  recount.  He  remained  chief  of  that 
division  until  a  change  in  the  politics  of  the 
national  administration  led  to  his  resigna- 
tion. 

He  returned  to  the  Swift  homestead 
which  has  never  passed  from  the  family, 
and  when  the  present  State  Liquor  Tax  Law 
was  enacted  he  entered  the  competitive 
Civil  Service  examination  and  passed  sec- 

ond highest  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District 
and  was  the  first  Special  Agent  appointed 
from  the  eligible  list  in  the  district  after 
the  war  veterans  were  out  of  the  way. 
He  served  the  state  in  that  capacity  till 

October,  1899,  when  wholly  unknown  to  him, 
and  while  he  was  absent  from  the  county, 
being  at  work  in  New  York  City,  he  was 

selected  by  his  party  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the 
county  ticket  of  the  Republican  Party  for 
County  Treasurer,  to  be  elected  at  the  com- 

ing election,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  that 
month  assumed  the  duties  of  that  responsi- 

ble office  having  been  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt  to  fill  a  vacancy  that  had 

occurred.  He  was  successful  at  the  No- 
vember election  of  that  year  and  has  since 

filled  the  office  with  honor  to  himself  and 

credit  to  his  constituency,  being  re-nominat- 
ed by  acclamation  in  1902. 
He  married  June  30,  1881,  an  academic 

teacher  of  prominence  in  Western  New 
York,  Mary  E.  Merritt,  oldest  daughter  of 
George  W.  Merritt,  and  Emmons  Glazier  is 
the  only  child.  Among  the  first  to  pass  the 
State  Teachers'  examinations  under  the 
present  system  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift, 
each  of  whom  as  the  result  is  the  holder 
of  a  life  certificate. 

R.  J.  QUALE. 

At  the  head  of  some  of  the  foremost  in- 
stitutions in  Silver  Creek  is  R.  J.  Quale, 

President  of  the  State  Bank  of  Silver  Creek, 
who  was  born  in  Middlebury,  Wyoming 
County,  July  1,  185G.  His  parents  and 
grandparents  were  all  residents  of  Wyoming 
County,  in  which  his  grandparents  on  his 

father's  and  also  his  mother's  side  took  up 
their  abode  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  Quale  has 
lived  in  Silver  Creek  since  1874,  when  he  re- 

moved to  that  village  and  began  work  in  the 
office  of  Howes  Babcock  &  Company.  His 
education  was  received  from  the  common 
schools,  the  Attica  High  School  and  the 
LeRoy  Academic  Institute.  In  1880  he  mar- 

ried Corinne  Howes,  daughter  of  the  late 
Simeon  Howes,  manufacturer,  at  Silver 
Creek.  They  have  two  sons,  Howes  J.,  who 
is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  Grant  W.,  who  is  attending  the  Pennsyl- 

vania Military  College,  and  one  daughter, 
Helen  L.,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College. 

Mr.  Quale  comes  of  hardy  pioneer  stock. 
His  father,  J.  M.  Quale,  is  living  in  Orleans 
County,  this  state,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five,  and  is  still  able  to  follow  the  occupa- 

tion of  a  miller,  a  trade  that  was  learned 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  two  broth- 

ers. His  mother,  Melissa  Wilson  Quale,  who 
was  born  in  1820,  died  in  1894.  Mr.  Quale 
was  twice  elected  President  of  the  village, 
an  office  that  sought  him  quite  naturally. 
Apart  from  this  he  has  not  accepted  public 
position.     In  addition  to   the  bank  presi- 
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dency  named,  he  is  President  of  the  Colum- 
bia Postal  Supply  Company,  manufacturers 

of  postal  machines  for  United  States  and 
other  governments;  of  the  Silver  Creek  Up- 

holstering Company,  wholesale  manufactur- 
ers of  parlor  furniture,  and  he  is  interested 

in  several  other  enterprises  in  Silver  Creek 
and  elsewhere  which  distinguish  him  as  a 
leading  and  progressive  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. 

PERHAM  O.  TOWER. 

Perham  O.  Tower  was  born  in  Hanover 
February  27,  1849.  The  ancestry  of  this 
family  in  the  United  States  is  traced  back 
to  John  Tower,  who  came  from  Hingham, 
England,  in  1637,  and  settled  in  Hingham, 
Massachusetts.  Nathaniel  Tower,  great- 

grandfather of  P.  O.  Tower,  came  to  West- 
field  June  29,  1794.  He  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  under  Col.  Ebenezer  Allen.  Pamelia, 
his  daughter  was  born  in  Westfield  June  29, 
1795,  and  died  July  17,  1797.  Cephas,  a  son 
of  Nathaniel,  died  in  Westfield  September 
2,  1797. 

Nathaniel  Tower  was  the  first  white  set- 
tler in  Chautauqua  County.  He  lived  until 

1836,  so  knew  where  Westfield  was  located. 
Otis  Tower,  grandfather  of  P.  O.  Tower, 

came  from  Vermont  and  settled  in  the  Town 
of  Hanover  in  1811.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  at  the  burning  of 
Buffalo. 

Perham  O.  Tower's  father  was  Col.  Lanson 
Tower,  born  in  Vermont  April  22,  1805.  His 
mother  was  Diana  (Perham )  Tower,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  state  April  15,  1815.  They 
were  married  in  18.35.'  Perham  O.  Tower 
married  Melissa  M.  Mitchell  September  16, 
1876.  at  Whitneys  Point,  New  York.  Her 
father  was  George  W.  Mitchell,  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island.  Her  mother  was  Sarah  Per- 

ham, born  in  Massachusetts.  A  daughter, 
Florence  B.,  was  born  of  this  union  April  20, 
1878,  at  Forestville. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 

in  the  common  schools  and  Forestville  Acad- 
emy. He  followed  farming  until  he  was 

twenty  years  of  age  and  went  west  in  No- 
vember, 1869.  In  1870  he  took  up  a  home- 

stead at  Newton,  Kansas,  which  he  after- 
ward sold.  In  1871  in  company  with  another 

party  he  built  the  first  business  house  in 
Hutchinson,  Kansas.  In  1871  he  went  with 
the  Engineering  Corps  and  stayed  until  the 

fall  of  1872,  when  he  left  the  corps  and  be- 
came a  contractor  on  the  Atchison,  Topeka 

and  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  On  account  of  the 
hard  times  of  1873  work  on  the  railroad  was 
discontinued,  not  having  any  more  work 
there,  he  went  with  another  party  to  Silver 
City,  which  was  nine  hundred  miles  from 
any  railroad.  Here  they  prospected  until 
they  located  the  Commercial  and  McGregor 
mines,  which  proved  to  be  profitable. 

In  the  fall  of  1873  he  drove  his  team  from 
Silver  City  to  Dallas,  Texas,  to  contract  on 
the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad.  Six  hundred 
miles  through  which  he  traveled  was 
an  Indian  country  and  the  Indians  were  on 
the  war-path.  On  arriving  at  Dallas,  he 
found  the  Southern  Pacific  hadn't  sufficient 
funds  to  construct  the  road.  He  stayed 
there  until  the  fall  of  1874,  when  he  returned 

to  Georgetown,  New  Mexico.  He  then  de- 
veloped the  Commercial  mine,  putting  it  on 

a  paying  basis.  He  remained  there  until 
1876.  Wishing  to  visit  his  home  and  the 
Centennial,  he  returned  by  way  of  Santiago, 
California. 

In  the  fall  of  1876  he  purchased  the  pres- 
ent home  where  he  now  lives  and  engaged 

in  buying  and  selling  fruit.  In  1881  he  went 
to  Whitneys  Point,  Broome  County,  where 
he  has  farms  and  wished  to  improve  them. 

In  the  fall  of  1883  he  returned  to  New 
Mexico  to  look  after  his  mining  interests. 
He  returned  in  the  fall  of  1884  to  Whitneys 
Point  for  his  family  and  returned  to  New 
Mexico,  where  he  stayed  until  the  fall  of 
1886,  when  he  returned  to  Whitneys  Point. 

In  the  spring  of  1887  he  came  to  the  old 
homestead  at  Forestville,  New  York,  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Forestville 

Veneer  and  Basket  Manufactory,  also  two 
stores  at  Forestville  and  a  general  store  at 
Smiths  Mills.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  his 

father's  and  grandfather's  farm,  on  which  he 
has  large  vineyards. 

Mr.  Tower  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk 
for  two  terms,  was  nominated  for  Supervisor 
but  declined  the  candidacy.  He  is  a  mem- 

ber of  Hanover  Lodge,  No.  152,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  of  Dunkirk  Commandery, 
No.  40,  Knights  Templar;  also  a  member  of 
the  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star;  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at 
Forestville;  also  a  member  of  the  Order  of 
the  United  Workmen,  since  1888. 
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The  early  history  of 

Jamestown  does  not  differ 
materially  from  that  of 
thousands  of  other  cities 

of  its  class.  Beginning  as 

a  lumber  camp  in  a  wilder- 
ness, the  settlement  grew 

to  a  village  which  year  by 

year  spread  itself  out  over 
the  surrounding  hills  and 

finally  became  the  metrop- 
olis of  Chautauqua  County.  There  was 

nothing  phenomenal  about  its  growth. 
The  site  was  simply  a  natural  center 

of  population.  The  lumber  camp  be- 
came a  hamlet,  the  hamlet  a  village,  the 

village  a  town  and  the  town  a  city  be- 
cause it  was  an  advantageous  point  for 

the  location  of  business  enterprises,  and 
because  the  citizens  worked  together 

in  harmony  for  the  advancement  of  the 
interests  of  the  community. 

It  will  serve  no  useful  purpose  to 

devote  space  to  speculation  as  to  the 
first  white  settler  who  visited  the  site 

of  the  future  city.  Probably  the  Mar- 
quis De  Celoron  in  that  famous  trip  in 

1749,  which  is  described  at  length  else- 
where, passed  through  Jamestown  on 

his  way  to  the  Allegheny  River.  It  is 
said  he  camped  one  night  on  the  shores 
of  Chautauqua  Lake  a  few  miles  from 

Jamestown  and  when  he  resumed  his 

journey  he  could  not  very  well  have 
avoided  passing  through  what  is  now 
the  heart  of  the  city.  It  is  really  of  no 

importance  whether  he  did,  or  did  not, 

for  the  first  white  man  to  seriously  con- 
sider the  place  as  a  possible  site  for  a 

settlement,  was  James  Prendergast,  and 

it  is  from  him  that  the  city  takes  its 
name. 

The  members  of  the  Prendergast 

family  were  prominent  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  county.  They  had  explored 

many  sections  of  the  south  and  west 
and  their  adventures  with  the  Indians, 

together  with  the  numerous  hardships 

and  privations  which  they  were  com- 

pelled to  endure,  would  no  doubt  pro- 
vide material  for  an  interesting  storv. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  sav,  however,  that 

the  Prendergasts  after  all  their  wander- 
ings had  in  the  year  1806  purchased 

thirty-five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 

vicinity  of  Mayville  and  settled  them- 
selves to  clearing  away  the  forest.  One 

clay  a  span  of  horses  wandered  away 

and  we  are  told  that  James,  the  young- 
est of  eleven  children,  was  assigned  the 

task  of  finding  them.  It  was  no  small 
task.  The  country  was  unsettled  and 

heavily  wooded,  and  it  is  fair  to  assume 

that  the  prospective  founder  of  James- 
town did  not  derive  any  great  degree 

of  enjoyment  from  his  lonesome  journey 
through  the  forest. 

Just  how  much  time  was  spent  in  this 

search  does  not  appear  from  any  con- 
temporaneous writings.  We  are  told 

that  he  proceeded  southward,  that  after 
a  time  he  came  to  an  Indian  camp  on 

the  Chautauqua  Lake  outlet,  that  he 

was  profoundly  impressed  with  the  pos- 
sibilities of  this  region,  and  that  he  re- 

mained here  a  day  or  two  before  resum- 
ing his  journey.  As  accurate  an  account, 

perhaps,  as  can  he  found,  is  written  by 
Gilbert  W.  Hazeltine,  who  savs  : 

"The   dense   pine   forest,   the  rapid 
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stream,  whispered  to  him  scenes  con- 
nected with  his  future.  His  Indian 

friends  intuitively  seemed  to  under- 
stand his  errand ;  they  undoubtedly  had 

seen  his  horses  and  tried  to  tell  him  so. 

A  party  was  about  starting  for  Kiantone 
and  he  was  invited  to  join  them.  Was 

this  not  another  act  of  Providence  guid- 
ing him  on  his  way  ?  He  passed  through 

the  vast  pinery  of  the  Connewango  Val- 

country  ever  produced.  He  found  his 
horses  on  the  grass  meadows  near  what 

is  now  known  as  Rutledge,  in  Cattarau- 

gus County.  They  appeared  to  remem- 
ber him  as  an  old  acquaintance  and 

were  willing  to  go  home. 

"This  memorable  tramp  of  James 
Prendergast  through  the  unbroken 
wilderness  of  Southern  Chautauqua,  by 

chance  if  you  will,  took  him  through 

JAMES  PRENDERGAST. 
FOUNDER  OF  JAMESTOWN. 

ley ;  he  saw  the  little  clearings  on  the 
Connewango  and  the  Kiantone  where 
the  Indians  had  planted  their  corn  for 
centuries.  Here  had  been  the  granaries 
of  the  Six  Nations,  here  had  been  one 

of  their  cities  of  safety.  At  Kiantone 

they  pointed  him  to  go  north  for  his 
horses.  He  followed  their  direction  and 

passed  througfh  those  forests  of  enor- 
mous pines,  the  largest  and  best  any 

the  two  locations  which  were  to  be  his 

future  homes  ;  he  found  his  horses,  his 

fortune  and  his  fame.  All  his  acts  indi- 
cate that  the  inspiring  idea  of  founding 

a  city  had  been  generated  in  his  fertile 

brain." 

Unquestionably  Mr.  Prendergast  then 
and  there  conceived  the  idea  of  founding 

a  village,  although  as  a  matter  of  fact 
it  was  two  vears  later  before  the  idea 
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was  carried  into  execution  Regard- 
ing the  wisdom  of  his  plans  Coleman  E. 

Bishop  says : 

"He  had  traversed  unbroken  miles 
of  as  magnificent  pine  forests  as  ever 
stood.  He  reasoned  that  the  first,  and 

for  many  years,  the  only  remunerative 

industry  of  the  settlers  on  these  head- 
waters must  be  lumbering ;  that  the  first 

mills  and  best  water  privilege  would  in- 

evitably be  the  center  of  trade  and  pop- 
ulation for  the  whole  section.  He  there- 

fore selected  Chautauqua  Lake  as  his 

millpond,  the  nearest  point  to  the  lake 

where  the  outlet  broke  into  a  ripple, 
as  the  site  of  his  mills  and  city.  The 

prophetic  sagacity  of  this  location,  as 

well  as  the  subsequent  management  of 

the  enterprise,  stamps  James  Prender- 
gast  as  the  most  marked  character  of 

this  family  of  able  men." 

Mr.  Prendergast's  first  move  was  to 
purchase  some  land.  His  brother,  act- 

ing under  his  instructions,  secured  one 
thousand  acres  at  two  dollars  per  acre. 

The  present  steamboat  landing  is  lo- 
cated near  the  center  of  the  tract  thus 

purchased.  In  the  early  autumn  of  1809 
Mr.  Prendergast  journeyed  southward 

to  inspect  his  purchase,  this  time  ac- 
companied by  an  employe  named  John 

Blowers,  and  it  is  written  that  on  his 
arrival  he  told  Blowers  for  the  first 

time  that  he  intended  to  found  a  settle- 

ment. "This  stream,"  he  said,  pointing 
to  the  outlet,  "will  furnish  power  for  a 
sawmill.  These  pine  trees  I  will  cut 
into  lumber.  To  do  this  1  must  have 

workmen,  and  when  I  have  the  work- 

men I  shall  have  the  village." 
Many  reminiscences  have  been  writ- 

ten about  the  early  days  of  Jamestown, 
yet  little  has  been  said  about  Ulowers. 

Undoubtedly  he  was  a  trusted  employe 
of  the  Prendergasts,  and  had  much  con- 

fidence in  their  business  acumen,  for 

he  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  that  he 
should  settle  in  this  wilderness,  and  in 

1810  he  erected  a  small  log  cabin  on 
the  banks  of  the  outlet.  This  circum- 

stance is  noteworthy,  because  this  log 

cabin  was  the  first  building  to  be  con- 
structed on  the  site  of  Jamestown.  Later 

a  story  and  a  half  log  house  was  built 
for  the  use  of  Mr.  Prendergast  and 

family.  This,  too,  was  located  on  the 
banks  of  the  outlet.  Then  a  dam  was 

built  for  water  power  midway  between 

the  boatlanding  and  Warner's  dam.  A 
sawmill  and  a  gristmill  followed,  and 
the  foundation  of  Jamestown  was  laid. 

It  is  evident  that  there  were  citizens 

who  did  not  approve  of  Mr.  Prender- 
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gast's  methods,  for  it  is  a  matter  of  rec- 
ord that  in  18 12  he  was  indicted  by  the 

Grand  Jury  of  Chautauqua  County  for 

erecting  this  dam  "to  the  great  injury 
and  common  nuisance  of  the  liege  citi- 

zens of  the  state,"  and  although  he  re- 
moved the  obstruction  he  was  tried, 

found  guilty  and  fined  fifteen  dollars, 
to  which  sum  was  added  a  substantial 

bill  of  costs,  litigation  even  in  those 

primitive  days  being  relatively  as  ex- 
pensive as  now.  Still  Mr.  Prendergast 

was  not  discouraged.  lie  rebuilt  his 
dam  011  a  new  site  where,  let  us  hope, 

it  was  not  regarded  as  a  "common  nui- 
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sance"  to  the  "liege  citizenship  of  the 

state." 
There  is  little  of  importance  to  relate 

regarding  the  next  few  years.  Fire 
about  this  time  destroyed  the  buildings 

which  had  been  erected  with  snch  in- 
finite labor,  but  no  sooner  had  the 

smoking  ruins  cooled  ere  Mr.  Prender- 
gast  was  at  work  rebuilding  and  soon 
was  in  readiness  for  business  again. 

Captain  William  Forbes,  another 

sturdy  pioneer,  concerning  whom  con- 
siderable has  been  written,  was  so  far 

as  the  writer  can  ascertain,  the  next 

settler.  He  moved  with  his  family  into 

the  second  log  house  built  by  Mr.  Pren- 
dergast  in  the  month  of  December, 
1812.  This  house  was  located  on  the 

east  side  of  Cherry  Street  between  First 
and  Second  Streets. 

John  Blowers,  who  built  the  first  log 
house  in  Jamestown  also  built  the  first 
frame  building.  This  building,  which 
was  completed  in  1813,  was  the  first 
tavern  of  the  town.  It  was  managed 

for  a  short  time  by  Mr.  Blowers,  and 
for  years  known  as  the  Blowers  House, 
although  in  1814  it  was  sold  to  Dr. 

Laban  Hazeltine  and  occupied  by  him 

as  a  dwelling  house  for  nearly  forty 
years.  Eventually  it  went  the  way  of 
other  early  landmarks,  and  nothing  now 
remains. 

The  little  settlement  was  hardly  start- 
ed when  the  war  with  England  began, 

and  for  a  period  of  two  or  three  years 

its  future  prospects  were  not  very 
bright.  Still  Mr.  Prendergast  clung 
persistently  to  the  idea  that  this  was  an 

ideal  location  and  he  did  not  despair, 

even  after  his  buildings  had  been  a  sec- 
ond time  destroyed  by  fire.  Gradually, 

however,  the  settlers  began  to  come 

into  the  country.  Strips  of  forest  land 

were  cleared,  roads  were  laid  out,  the 

outlet  was  bridged,  thirty-six  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents  out  of  one  hun- 

dred dollars,  the  entire  bridge  fund  of 

the  county,  being  appropriated  towards 

defraying  this  expense,  and  thus  the  lit- 
tle settlement  grew  towards  village- 

hood. 

In  the  spring  of  181 5  the  first  opera- 
tions in  real  estate  began.  A  number  of 

lots  fifty  by  one  hundred  twenty  feet 

were  surveyed  and  placed  on  the  market 

at  fifty  dollars  each,  and  we  are  told 
that  fifty  dollars  was  the  ruling  price 

for  a  lot  for  a  period  of  about  ten 

years,  beginning  with  181 5.  Under  ex- 
isting conditions  this  was  enough,  for 

there  was  little  about  the  location  in  and 
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of  itself  to  attract  any  but  the  adven- 
turous pioneer.  Indeed,  Jamestown  in 

181 5  was  little  more  than  a  crude  lum- 
ber camp,  as  will  be  readily  seen  from 

the  perusal  of  a  sketch  written  by  Judge 

Foote  who  describes  the  village  as  fol- 
lows : 

"A  one  and  one-half  story  gristmill 
building,  with  two  runs  of  stones,  two 
single  sawmills  and  one  gang  sawmill, 

all  owned  by  James  Prendergast.  There 
was  one  small  store  of  goods  owned  by 

Jediah  and  Martin  Prendergast  of  May- 
ville,  managed  by  Thomas  Disher,  a 
clerk.  Two  small  shanty  blacksmith 

shops  were  occupied  by  Eleazer  Daniels 
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and  Patrick  Campbell,  and  a  small  out 

of  doors  tannery  owned  by  John  Burge 
and  James  Rice.  The  chief  business 
was  cutting  lumber.  In  November, 

1815,  there  were  thirteen  families  living 

on  Jamestown  territory,  occupying  rude 
cabins,  and  some  men  without  families. 

A  few  families  lived  in  adjacent  terri- 
tory ;  one  in  the  extreme  northwestern 

corner  of  the  city  limits,  and  two  or 

three  at  Cass  Mills  (East  Jamestown)." 
Jamestown  is  now  one  of  the  health- 

iest cities  in  the  state.  It  was  quite 

the  reverse  in  those  days.  The  marshy 
land  of  the  swamp  bred  fever  and  ague, 

a  common  complaint  in  newly  developed 
country,  and  the  fact  that  these  settlers 

remained  in  spite  of  all  these  discour- 
agements is  ample  testimonial  to  their 

perseverance  and  pluck.  Among  them 

were  :  Abner  Hazeltine,  Daniel  Hazel- 
tine,  Samuel  Barrett,  Samuel  A.  Brown, 

Thomas  W.  Harvey,  Royal  Keyes,  Ru- 
fus  Pier,  William  Hall,  Silas  Tiffany, 
Doctor  Foote,  Horace  Allen,  Col.  Au- 

gustus F.  Allen,  Dascum  Allen,  Col. 

Henry  Baker,  Adolphns  Fletcher,  Solo- 
mon and  Ellick  Jones,  Charles  R.  Har- 
vey, Silas  Shearman,  George  W.  Tew, 

William  H.  Tew,  Woodley  W.  Chandler 
and  John  W.  Winsor.  These  names 

should  not  be  omitted  from  any  histori- 
cal sketch  of  Jamestown,  or  forgotten, 

because  these  men  were  the  founders. 

The  social  life  of  the  settlement  did 

not  differ  materially  from  that  of  other 
settlements  of  the  same  size  and  char- 

acter. These  energetic  pioneers  did 
not  have  much  time  to  devote  to  cele- 

brations and  balls,  vet  we  find  they  occa- 
sionally forgot  the  sterner  duties  of  life 

in  harmless  relaxation.  For  example, 
on  January  t,  1816,  there  is  an  account 
of  a  grand  ball  given  at  the  unfinished 
hotel  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Main 

and  Third  Streets  by  William  Clark  and 
Jesse  Smith,  and  on  July  4,  1816,  there 
is  an  account  of  a  grand  Fourth  of  July 

celebration  with  James  Prendergast 

presiding,  Abner  Hazeltine,  orator  of 
the  occasion,  and  Jesse  Smith  to  read 
the  Declaration.  There  is  no  record 

as  to  the  attendance  at  the  ball  or  the 

outcome  of  the«celebration,  but  in  the 

absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it 
is  fair  to  assume  that  the  one  was  a 

social  success,  and  the  other  a  patriotic 

function  which  left  nothing  to  be  de- 
sired. 

Jamestown  today  is  remarkably  free 
from  the  rule  of  political  bosses.  No 

man,  or  clique,  or  faction  can  dictate 

public  policies  or  control  public  opinion 
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on  any  given  issue.  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  this  was  equally  true  in  the 

beginning,  for  the  first  public  question 
to  agitate  the  citizens  of  the  settlement 
was  the  selection  of  a  name,  and  on  this 

question  the  sentiment  was  sharply  di- 
vided. It  was  an  important  question 

to  these  settlers  because  they  believed 
the  name  that  was  designated  would 
cling  to  the  town  for  all  time  to  come, 
and  were,  therefore,  anxious  that  it 
should  be  appropriate. 

As  previously  stated  there  were  thir- 
teen families  in  the  settlement  in  1815 

and  realizing  that  a  post  office  would 
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soon  be  established  they  appreciated 

the  necessity  of  selecting  a  suitable 

name  for  the  place  which  at  that  time 

was  locally  known  by  some  as  "Pren- 

dergast  Mills"  and  by  others  as  "The 
Rapids,"  or  some  other  equally  uncouth 
cognomen.  All  agreed  that  neither  of 
these  names  was  satisfactory  and  so 

a  meeting  was  called  at  Doctor  Hazel- 

tine's  office  one  evening  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  question.  At 

this  meeting  nine  of  the  thirteen  fami- 
lies were  represented,  and  all  present 

were  soon  involved  in  lively  discussion. 

"Prendergastberg  would  be  a  good 
name,"  said  one  citizen. 

"Nonsense,"  retorted  another. 

"Prendergastville,"  suggested  a  third. 
"That's  as  bad  as  berg,"  replied  the 

opposition. 

"Why  not  call  the  town  Jamesville," 
suggested  still  another. 

"There  are  other  towns  in  the  state 

with  that  name,"  objected  Doctor  Haz- 
eltine. 

Other  suffixes  to  the  name  of  James 

were  suggested  but  it  was  soon  evident 
that  the  assemblage  could  not  agree 
and  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

It  happened  that  among  others  pres- 
ent on  this  occasion  was  a  man  named 

Blanchar.  This  Blanchar  was  a  man 

of  considerable  resource  as  will  be  seen, 

for  just  before  the  adjournment  was 

taken  he  addressed  the  warring  fac- 

tions. "Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  agree  and  I  will  there- 

fore settle  the  question  myself.  I  have 
determined  on  a  name  and  if  you  will 
come  around  to  my  gristmill  in  the 

morning  you  will  find  the  name  over  the 

door." 
Without  any  further  argument  he  de- 

parted and  we  may  feel  assured  that  the 
residents  of  the  settlement  had  occa- 

sion to  pass  his  gristmill  the  following 
day.  Their  curiosity  was  gratified  for 
pinned  over  the  door  was  a  business 

card  on  which  was  inscribed  in  ample 

capitals — 

JAMESTOWN 

There  was  some  opposition.  It  is 

said  the  opposing  faction  sought  to  ridi- 
cule the  name  out  of  existence,  but 

were  unable  to  do  so.  It  was  short,  it 

was  easy,  it  was  appropriate,  and  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  all  opposed,  the  people 

persisted  in  designating  the  settlement 
as  Jamestown,  and  when  a  year  or  so 
later  the  government  established  the 
post  office  and  called  it  Jamestown,  the 
last  vestige  of  opposition  was  swept 

away  and  it  was  Jamestown  from  that 
time  on.  It  is  said  the  members  of  the 

defeated  faction  finally  claimed  they 
had  favored  the  name  all  the  time  but 
did  not  care  to  make  concessions.  Thus 

terminated  the  first  public  controversy. 
Needless  to  say  it  was  not  by  any  means 
tlie  last. 

From  a  rude  frontier  settlement  to 

a  thriving  village  is  a  long  jump  which 
in  the  history  of  Jamestown  is  bridged 

by  a  few  short  years.  In  1815  as  pre- 
viously shown  the  place  was  sparsely 

settled  and  lumbering  was  the  chief  in- 

dustry. In  1827  this  number  had  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  the  de- 

sirability of  incorporating  under  a  vil- 
lage government  was  manifest,  and  an 

act  of  incorporation  was  passed  by  the 

Legislature  of  the  state  and  became  a 
law  March  6,  1827.  The  first  village 

election  was  held  at  the  home  of  tSolo- 

mon  Jones  and  these  officers  were  elect- 
ed : 

Trustees,  Thomas  W.  Harvey,  Jediah 

E.  Budlong,  *Daniel  Hazeltine  Jr., 
*Samuel  Barrett,  Alvin  Plumb ;  Treas- 

urer, *Samuel  A.  Brown  ;  Clerk,  George 
W.  Tew ;  Collector,  R.  F.  Fenton. 

After  the  election  E.  T.  Foote,  Hor- 

ace Allen,  *S.  A.  Brown,  *Abner  Hazel- 
tine  and  ̂ Joseph  Waite  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution  and 

*For  portrait  see  Civil  and  Political  History,  Vol.  I. 
fFor  portrait  see  Vol.  I,. page  477. 
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by-laws  and  when  their  work  was  com- 
pleted Jamestown  was  ready  to  assume 

the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  vil- 
lage. The  extent  of  the  growth  from 

1815  to  1827  may  be  learned  from  the 
summary  of  the  business  section  given 

in  Ferugsson's  History  as  follows  :  Six 
stores,  two  taverns,  two  groceries,  one 

gristmill,  four  sawmills,  one  woolen  fac- 
tory, two  clothing  shops,  one  sash  fac- 
tory, two  distilleries,  two  apothecaries, 

three  tailors,  two  hatters,  two  saddlers, 

two  wagon  makers,  two  cabinet  makers, 

three  law  shops,  one  steamboat.  A  cen- 
sus of  householders  is  given  by  the  same 

authority  as  follows:  Solomon  Jones, 

William  and  Elisha  Hall,  Hibbert  Mon- 

Jr.,  Lorcn  Sherman,  Samuel  Barrett, 
Jediah  E.  Btidlong,  Richard  F.  Fenton, 
Samuel  Grout,  Daniel  Gibson,  Lyman 

Crane,  Emerick  Evans,  Aaron  Taylor, 
Ira  Hart,  Sedgwick  Benham,  Horace 

and  Elisha  Allen,  Woodley  W.  Chand- 
ler, James  and  James  Merrill,  Jr.,  Noah 

Schofield,  Rufus  Pier,  James  Prender- 
gast,  Elial  T.  Foote,  William  Forbes, 
James  Clark,  D.  Phillips,  James  White, 

Plorace  Bacon,  James  Richards,  San- 
ford  Holman,  Laban  and  Abner  Hazel- 
tine,  Wilford  Barker,  Amory  Stearns, 

John  Fent,  Elmer  Freeman.  Other 

prominent  citizens  who  were  not  house- 
holders were  Silas  Tiffany,  Silas  Shear- 

man and  wife,  Henry  Baker  and  wife, 
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tague,  Abraham  Winsor,  J.  Warner 
Winsor,  Abraham  Staples,  William  and 
John  Breed,  Jacob  Rice,  William 
Knight,  William  Sherman,  Nathaniel 

Barnes,  Jesse  Carrier,  Loren  Johnson, 

Judson  Southland,  William  Clark,  Phin- 
eas  Palmiter,  Richard  Hiller,  Barber 
Babcock,  William  Carpenter,  Noah  W. 

Harrington,  Joseph  Waite,  Mrs.  Far- 
nam,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Royal  and 
Eber  Keyes,  Harmis  Willard,  Adolphus 
Fletcher,  George  W.  Tew,  Nicholas  De- 
pew,  Henry  Morgan,  Pearl  and  I  [enrv 

Johnson,  R.  K.  Lyon,  Daniel  Hazel- 
tine,  H  iram  Kinney,  James  Dailev, 
Owen  Salisbury,  Thomas  W.  and 

Charles  R.  Harvey,  Alfred  Wilcox, 

James  Carney,  Isaac  and  Tsaac  Eddy, 

William  H.  Tew  and  wife,  Alvin  Plumb, 

R.  V.  Cunningham  and  D.  S.  Walbridge. 

The  act  incorporating  the  Village  of 

Jamestown  was  drawn  with  great  care 
and  provided  for  all  the  contingencies 
that  were  likely  in  those  days  to  arise  in 
the  transaction  of  public  business.  In 

terse  language,  +he  act  defined  the  rights 
and  prescribed  the  duties  of  the  inhabi- 

tants and  officials,  and  all  in  all  was  a 

very  satisfactory  scheme  of  government 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the 

principles  that  were  then  laid  down  were 

in  a  large  degree  adhered  to  in  the  sub- 
sequent amendments  that  were  made 

from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  demands 

of  a  growing  village. 
The  basic  idea  was  to  afford  every 
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citizen  an  opportunity  for  representa- 
tion in  the  settlement  of  all  policies 

which  could  affect  the  future  of  the  vil- 
lage. Hence  careful  provision  was 

made  for  notifying  the  inhabitants  of 

public  meetings  and  of  the  purpose  of 
such  meetings.  Provision  was  also 
made  for  inducing  reluctant  citizens  to 
serve  in  the  capacity  of  Trustee  or  other 

officer  by  a  section  which  provided  that 
in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  a  person 

so  elected  to  serve  he  was  subject  to  a 

penalty  of  ten  dollars.  There  is  no  rec- 
ord that  any  attempt  was  ever  made  to 

enforce  this  section,  or  that  there  was 

tauque,  as  is  included  in  the  following 
boundaries,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  the 

southeast  corner  of  James  Hall's  land, thence  south  to  the  town  line  as  it  is 

called,  being  the  line  between  the  first 
and  second  townships  of  the  eleventh 
range  of  townships  of  the  Holland  Land 

Company's  land ;  thence  west  to  the 
line  of  the  Town  of  Busty;  thence  north 
of  the  outlet  of  Chautauque  Lake ; 
thence  up  the  said  outlet  to  Solomon 

Jones'  land ;  thence  east  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  shall  hereafter  be  known  and 
distinguished  as  the  Village  of  James- 

town ;  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  vest  in  the  freeholders 

and  inhabitants  of  said  village,  any  con- 
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ever  any  necessity  for  enforcing  it,  and 
it  is  not  surprising  that  in  the  course 
of  time  it  was  eliminated  from  the  or- 

ganic law  of  the  village. 

That  the  problems  with  which  the  res- 
idents in  those  days  had  to  contend  may 

be  understood,  a  summary  of  the  act 
is  herewith  given. 

Section  one  defines  the  boundaries  of 

the  village  and  makes  other  provisions 
as  follows : 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Sen- 

ate and  Assembly,  That  so  much  of  the 
Town  of  Ellicott  in  the  County  of  Chau- 

trol  over  the  said  outlet  of  the  Chau- 

tauque Lake,  or  the  mill  dams,  race- 
ways or  artificial  canals  across  the  same, 

or  connected  therewith,  any  further 
than  to  use  the  yvaters  thereof  for  ex- 

tinguishing fires,  and  to  remove  any 
nuisance  or  nuisances  detrimental  to 
the  health  of  the  citizens  that  may  be 
therein :  And  provided  further,  That 
no  unimproved  land  included  within 
said  boundaries  shall  be  subject  to  any 
village  tax  or  assessment,  so  long  as  it 
shall  remain  uninclosed  and  unim- 

proved, unless  the  same  shall  be  actual- 
ly laid  out  into  village  lots. 

"Section  2. — And  be  it  further  enact- 
ed, That  all  male  persons  being  citizens 
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of  this  state,  who  shall  be  above  the 

age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  have 
resided  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid 
six  months  preceding  the  first  Tuesday 
in  June  next,  and  paid  taxes  within  the 
Town  of  Ellicott,  the  year  next  preced- 

ing, for  property  possessed  within  said 
boundaries,  or  having  a  freehold  there- 

in, may  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June 
next,  meet  at  some  proper  place  to  be 
designated  in  a  written  notification  tc 
be  given  by  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  at  least 

ten  days  previous  to  the  said  first  Tues- 
day in  June  next,  and  that  then  and 

there  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  persons 
so  convened  to  proceed  to  choose  by 
ballot  five  Trustees  of  said  village,  each 
of  whom  shall  reside  in  said  district 
and  shall  be  a  freeholder  therein,  or  an 
inhabitant  renting  a  tenement  in  said 
village  of  the  yearly  value  of  fifty  dol- 

lars ;  who  when  chosen,  shall  possess 
the  authority  and  exercise  the  powers 
herein  vested  in  them  by  this  act,  and 
the  said  Justice  is  hereby  required  to 
preside  at  such  meetings  and  to  declare 
the  persons  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  duly  elected  Trustees  ;  and  on 
every  Tuesday  in  June  thereafter,  there 
shall  be  a  new  election  of  Trustees,  and 
the  male  persons  residing  in  said  village 
who  shall  be  citizens  of  the  state  and 

above  the  age  of  twenty-one  vears,  and 
shall  have  resided  within  said  village 
six  months  next  preceding  such  annual 
meeting,  and  shall  be  possessed  of  a 
freehold  within  said  village,  or  shall 
have  paid  a  village  tax  or  county  taxes 
for  property  possessed  in  said  village 
within  the  year  preceding,  shall  be  en- 

titled to  vote  at  such  elections ;  and 
the  Trustees  for  the  time  being  shall 
perform  the  duties  required  from  the 
said  Justice  in  respect  to  notifying 
meetings  and  presiding  at  such  elec- 
tions. 

"Section  3. — And  be  it  further  enact- 
ed, That  all  the  freeholders  and  inhab- 

itants residing  within  the  aforesaid  lim- 
its, be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted, 

ordained  and  declared  to  be  from  time 

to  time,  and  forever  hereafter,  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  in  name  and  in 

fact,  by  the  name  of  'The  Trustees  of 
the  Village  of  Jamestown,'  and  by  that 
name  they  and  their  successors  forever, 
shall  and  may  have  perpetual  succes- 

sion, and  be  persons  in  law  capable  of 

suing  and  being  sued,  *  *  *  and 
shall  be  in  law  capable  of  purchasing, 
holding  and  conveying  any  estate,  real 
or  personal,  for  the  public  use  of  said 
village,  and  of  erecting  fire  engine 

houses,  hay  scales  and  such  other  build- 
ings as  shall  be  deemed  necessary ;  of 

providing  aqueducts  and  reservoirs,  of 
purchasing  and  keeping  in  repair  fire 

engines,  ladders,  buckets  and  other  in- 
struments for  extinguishing  fires,  of  im- 

proving the  streets,  or  opening  and  im- 
proving all  such  lanes  and  alleys  as 

James  Prendergast,  Esquire,  has  laid 
out,  or  that  he  or  any  other  proprietors 
of  land  in  said  village,  shall  hereafter 
lay  out,  and  of  making  and  ordaining 
prudential  by-laws  and  regulations,  rel- 

ative to  slaughter  houses,  gambling 
houses  and  the  prevention  and  removal 
of  nuisances  generally ;  relative  to  the 
prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires, 
and  to  the  keeping  of  chimneys,  stoves 
and  fire  places  clear  and  in  good  repair; 
relative  to  public  wells,  pumps,  reser- 

voirs and  cisterns  of  waters ;  relative 

to  grocery  shops  ;  relative  to  restrain- 
ing hogs,  dogs,  geese,  horses  and  cattle 

of  any  kind,  and  of  raising  a  sum  by 
tax  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  for 
defraying  the  incidental  expenses  of  car- 

rying the  several  by-laws  and  regula- 
tions into  effect  not  exceeding  three 

hundred  dollars  annually,  for  the  first 
two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  two  hundred  dollars  in  any  subse- 

quent year :  Provided,  nevertheless, 
That  no  moneys  shall  be  raised,  as- 

sessed or  collected,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  nor  shall  any  purchase  or  sale 
be  made,  or  buildings  or  reservoirs  be 
made  or  disposed  of  without  the  con- 

sent and  approbation  of  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  said  village,  qualified 
to  vote  for  Trustees,  or  a  major  part 
of  those  assembled  in  open  meetings, 
duly  notified  by  written  or  printed  no- 

tices, to  be  put  up  in  three  public  places 
in  said  village,  at  least  one  week  pre- 

vious to  said  meeting:  And  provided 
further,  That  any  monies  to  be  raised 
for  improving  the  streets  and  alleys  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and 

collected,  in  a  just  and  equitable  man- 
ner, of  and  from  tlie  owners  and  occu- 

pants of  all  the  houses  and  lots  adjoin- 
ing such  street  or  streets  or  alleys  to 
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be  improved  in  proportion  as  nearly  as 
may  be  to  the  advantages  which  each 
shall  be  deemed  to  acquire  respectively, 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  not- 

withstanding." 
Section  four  of  the  act  provides  that 

it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Trustees  to  es- 

tablish by-laws,  rules  and  regulations 
not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of 

the  United  States  and  to  impose  from 

time  to  time  on  the  offenders  such  pen- 
alties as  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants 

who  have  the  right  to  vote  for  Trus- 
tees, shall  think  proper. 

Section  five  provides  for  making  as- 
sessments against  the  taxable  property 

of  the  inhabitants,  and  also  makes  pro- 
vision that  those  aggrieved  may  appeal 

from  the  assessment  that  has  been  made 

against  them. 
Section  six  provides  for  the  election 

of  a  Collector  and  Treasurer  by  those 

qualified  to  vote,  and  in  case  of  a  va- 
cancy, on  account  of  death,  removal  or 

refusal  to  serve,  the  Trustees  were  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  qualified  person  to 

serve  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

Section  seven  provides  that  the  Trus- 
tees, Treasurer  and  Collector  shall  with- 

in ten  days  after  the  election  take  the 
oath  of  office  and  the  Treasurer  and 

Collector  give  bond  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duties  in  such  sum  as 

a  majority  of  the  Trustees  shall  deem 
sufficient. 

Section  eight  reads  as  follows : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Trustees  of  said  village  shall  by  virtue 
of  their  office,  execute  the  trust  of  fire 
wardens,  and  they,  or  a  majority  of 
them  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint 
any  number  of  firemen  willing  to  accept, 
not  exceeding  twenty-five,  out  of  the  in- 

habitants of  said  village,  and  the  same 
or  any  of  them  to  remove  at  pleasure, 
and  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  to 
regulate  the  time  of  meeting  and  exer- 

cise of  the  said  company  of  firemen,  to 
appoint  their  Captain  and  other  officers, 
and  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  said  company, 

and  to  ordain  and  establish  such  penal- 
ties for  the  violation  of  such  rules  and 

regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedi- 
ent :  Provided,  That  no  fine  or  penalty 

shall  be  inflicted  on  any  fireman,  for 
any  one  such  offense,  exceeding  five 
dollars,  and  that  the  Trustees  shall  have 

the  power  of  remitting  such  fine  or  pen- 
alty whenever  a  majority  of  them  shall 

deem  it  proper ;  and  the  said  fireman 
while  in  office  shall  be  exempt  from  mili- 

tary duty  except  in  case  of  invasion  or 

other  imminent  danger." 
Section  nine  provides  that  the  Trus- 

tees shall  .assemble  within  ten  days  after 
their  election  and  organize  by  electing 

a  President  and  a  Clerk,  and  prescribes 
the  duties  of  each  official. 

Section  ten  provides  for  the  Trustees 
issuing  the  tax  warrant  to  the  Collector, 
and  directs  that  official  to  proceed  to 
collect  the  tax  after  such  warrant  is 
issued. 

Section  eleven  provides  that  the  Trus- 
tees shall  keep  an  account  of  their  nec- 

essary disbursements  and  on  exhibiting 

the  same  to  the  Treasurer  duly  authen- 
ticated shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 

amount  thereof  out  of  the  monies  of  the 

treasury.  The  Treasurer  and  Collector 

were  to  be  compensated  for  their  ser- 
vices as  the  inhabitants  at  their  annual 

meeting  should  determine. 
Section  twelve  makes  the  following 

interesting  provision  : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  vil- 

lage, qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
elected  or  chosen  Trustee,  Collector  or 
Treasurer,  and  shall  neglect  to  serve  as 
such,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Trustees 
who  do  accept  and  serve,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  to  impose  on  such  nerson  so 

neglecting  or  refusing,  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding- ten  dollars  for  any  one  offense, 

and  that  every  fine  or  penalty  imposed 
agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 
may  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  in  the 
name  of  the  Trustees  in  an  action  of 

debt,  in  which  it  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  the  Trustees  to  declare  gener- 
ally, that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to 

them  by  virtue  of  this  act." 
Section  thirteen  provides  for  turning 
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the  money  received  for  fines  and  penal- 
ties over  to  the  Treasurer  and  author- 
izes that  official  to  use  the  same  for  the 

benefit  of  the  city. 

Section  fourteen  provides  for  holding 

the  next  election  on  the  following  June. 

Section  fifteen  prescribes  that  the 
Trustees  shall  give  the  inhabitants  at 

least  one  week's  notice  of  all  public 
meetings,  and  in  such  notice  the  prin- 

cipal objects  of  the  meeting  shall  be  set 

forth.  Ten  days'  notice,  however,  is  re- 
quired for  the  choice  of  Trustees. 

Section  sixteen  reads : 

shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  com- 
petent to  try  or  serve  as  Jurors,  or  give 

testimony  in  any  cause,  wherein  the 
said  Trustees  are  parties,  notwithstand- 

ing any  remote  interest  they  may  have 
in  the  event  of  such  suit,  as  members  of 

the  corporation  of  said  village." 
Section  eighteen  is  the  last  and  sim- 

ply declares  the  act  is  a  public  act  and 

"shall  be  construed  in  all  the  courts  be- 
nignly and  favorably  for  every  bene- 

ficial purpose  therein  mentioned ;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Legislature  at  any 

time  to  repeal  or  amend  this  act." 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  charter 

the  first  election  was  held  as  previously 

BROOKLYN  SQUAB 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Trustees  to  re- 

quire and  direct  the  inhabitants  or  own- 
ers of  dwelling  houses  or  other  build- 
ings within  the  limits  aforesaid,  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  such  and  so  many 

fire  buckets,  to  be  ready  in  such  houses 
and  other  buildings,  for  the  purpose  of 
extinguishing  fires,  as  they,  shall  think 

proper." Section  seventeen  contains  this  provi- 
sion : 

"That  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said 
County  of  Chautauque  residing  in  said 
Village  of  Jamestown,  and  any  free- 

holder and  inhabitant  of  said  village, 

:— SEPTEMBER.  I860. 

stated,  and  the  villagers  settled  down  to 
making  the  most  of  their  opportunities. 

To  adequately  protect  the  village  from 
the  ravages  of  fire  was  one  of  the  first 
duties  of  the  new  village  government, 

and  for  a  period  of  years  the  village 

records  relate  chiefly  to  legislation  de- 
signed for  the  maintenance  of  an  effi- 

cient fire  department,  although  on  Tulv 

16,  1827,  it  is  evident  the  Trustees  gave 
brief  consideration  to  other  matters,  as 

witness  the  following  which  was  enacted 
on  that  date  : 

"Whereas,   Certain   exhibitions  and 
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shows  exhibited  in  the  Village  of  James- 
town tend  to  call  together  the  youth  and 

others  and  frequently  such  exhibitions 
are  impositions  upon  the  public  and 
serve  to  disturb  the  public  peace  rather 
than  enlighten  the  mind  or  innocently 
amuse  the  spectators.  Therefore,  Be  it 

ordained  by  the  freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Village  of  Jamestown ;  that 

if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter 
exhibit  any  shows,  either  natural  or  arti- 

ficial, or  perforin  any  feat  or  feats  of 
tumbling  or  balance  upon  the  slack 
wire,  or  perform  any  scene  or  scenes  of 
stage  playing  or  any  other  performance 
of  any  kind  whatsoever  within  the  said 
village,  for  which  performance  or  show 
any  reward  or  compensation  shall  in 
any  manner  be  taken,  the  person  or  per- 

For  that  purpose  a  meeting  was  held 

July  5,  1827.  At  that  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  raise  three  hundred  dollars 

by  tax.  Eventually  it  was  raised  and 

August  31,  1829,  the  first  fire  company 

was  organized  and  in  the  formal  lang- 

uage of  the  public  record  was  designat- 

ed as  "Fire  Company  No.  I."  This 
company  had  for  apparatus  a  little  hand 
pump  which  was  hauled  to  the  nearest 
reservoir  at  the  outbreak  of  a  fire,  and 

with  a  dozen  muscular  young  men  on 
the  brakes  doubtless  did  more  or  less 
effective  work.  The  first  officers  of 

this  company  were:  Ellick  Jones,  Cap- 

tain ;  William  H.  Tew,  Captain's  Mate ; 

JAMESTOWN'S  FIRST  FIRE  ENGINE. 

sons  so  exhibiting  or  performing,  shall 
forfeit  or  pay  to  the  Trustees  of  said 
village  for  the  use  of  the  said  corpora- 

tion the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  dis- 

tinct show  or  exhibition." 

This  act  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
is  in  force  today,  only  the  charter  of 

the  city  uses  less  formal  language  and 

in  precisely  eighteen  words  says  a  cir- 
cus shall  pay  a  license  fee  of  fifty  dollars 

and  passes  no  opinion  on  whether 

"feats  of  tumbling  and  balance"  have 
a  tendency  to  disturb  the  public  peace. 

License  fees  for  "exhibitions  and 

shows"  were,  however,  matters  of  minor 
import.  The  first  and  most  important 
question  was  to  provide  fire  protection. 

Phineas  Palmeter,  Jr.,  Engineer;  James 

H.  Culver,  Assistant  Engineer.  All 
these  officers  were  prominent  citizens. 

Ellick  Jones,  the  Captain,  was  the  father 
of  Orsino  E.  Jones. 

It  is  evident  from  a  perusal  of  the 

early  village  records  that  the  purchase 
of  equipment  for  the  department,  the 

management  of  the  same  and  the  selec- 
tion of  officers,  cut  quite  a  figure  in  the 

politics  of  the  village.  For  example  the 
minutes  of  a  meeting  held  May  13,  1844, 

show  that  the  main  topic  for  considera- 
tion was  a  fire  department  controversy, 

as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  text : 
The  Trustees  of  the  village  met  at  the 

office  of  George  W.  Parker,.  Present, 
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A.  F.  Allen,  M.  Burnell,  N.  Eddy,  John 
Scott  and  Albert  Jones.  Mr.  Eddy  of- 

fered the  following-  resolution :  Re- 
solved, That  the  office  of  Assistant  En- 
gineer be  vacated.  After  considering 

and  discussion  by  all  the  Trustees,  the 
vote  was  taken  on  the  resolution  and 
resulted  as  follows :  For  the  resolu- 

tion :  Messrs.  Eddy,  Scott,  Jones  and 
Burnell.  Against,  Allen,  and  therefore 
the  office  was  declared  vacant.  Messrs. 
Allen  and  Burnell  requested  to  record 
upon  the  minutes  the  reasons  of  their 
votes,  which  was  allowed.  Whereupon 
Mr.  Allen  directed  the  Clerk  to  enter  the 
following  statement  and  reasons  upon 
the  record : 

In  the  month  of  November  last  the 
Trustees  received  a  recommendation 
from  the  three  foremen  in  the  three  fire 

companies,  requesting  them  to  appoint 
a  suitable  person  to  the  office  of  Assist- 

ant Engineer.  Whereupon  William  H. 

Tew  was  duly  appointed  Assistant  En- 
gineer by  the  Trustees  by  the  power 

vested  in  them  in  Section  IX,  Parts  7 
and  15;  and  Section  XI  of  the  Act  to 
amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Village 
of  Jamestown  passed  April  7,  1842. 

And  whereas  certain  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  fire  department  have  at  differ- 
ent times  presented  to  the  Trustees 

sundry  resolutions  refusing  to  recog- 
nize the  person  so  appointed  because 

the  Trustees  did  not  request  them  to 
nominate,  and  therefore  say  they  will 
no  more  act  as  firemen  until  the  Trus- 

tees remove  the  present  Assistant  En- 
gineer, and  the  firemen  be  allowed  to 

nominate  whom  they  please  as  officers 
of  the  fire  department. 

In  consequence  of  the  repeated 
threats,  and  with  a  desire  to  harmonize 
the  feelings  of  certain  persons  who  say 
they  will  not  be  recognized  as  firemen 
until  the  Trustees  vacate  the  office  of 

Assistant  Engineer,  therefore  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Trustees  have  been  induced 

to  remove  the  present  incumbent  with- 
out a  shadow  of  complaint  or  a  charsre 

preferred  against  the  individual — the 

objection  being  only  "the  manner  of  ap- 
pointment." I  protest  against  the  removal  for  the 
following  reasons : 

First.  The  appointment  was  legal  in 
all  respects  and  the  request  of  the  fire- 

men complied  with  as  far  as  possible 

without  yielding  up  the  appointing 

power. Second.  The  appointment  was  a  ju- 
dicious one.  Against  the  person  ap- 

pointed, no  one  complains. 
Third.  The  removal  is  made  to  sat- 

isfy those  who  say  they  are  not  longer 
firemen,  and  who  in  their  acts  deny  that 

the  appointing  power  vests  in  the  Trus- 
tees, and  thereby  take  that  power  from 

the  Trustees,  which  is  vested  in  them 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good 
order,  which  denial  is  treason  against 

that  power  which  constitutes  a  corpor- ate body. 

Finally  it  is  a  complete  overthrow  of 
the  whole  control  of  the  village  into  the 
hands  of  the  firemen  so  far  as  the  ap- 

pointing power  is  concerned,  and  the 
yielding  up  of  principles  I  am  unwilling 
to  give  up  and  setting  a  precedent  that 
coming  time  will  prove  dangerous,  if 
past  experience  has  not,  and  will  prove 
the  falsity  of  the  statement  made  by  the 

firemen.  "It  is  not  the  person  but  the 

mode  of  appointing." 
Signed,  A.  F.  Allen. 

Mr.  Burnell  directed  the  following 

statement  to  be  entered  upon  the  rec- 
ord : 

The  resolution  is  to  vacate  the  office 

of  Assistant  Engineer.  The  facts  con- 
nected with  the  difficulty  are  as  nearly 

as  I  can  ascertain  them  as  follows :  In 

November  last  the  Foremen  of  the  sev- 
eral fire  companies  applied  to  the  Chief 

Engineer  to  recommend  some  suitable 
person  for  the  office  of  Assistant.  A 
person  was  recommended  by  him,  re- 

jected by  the  Trustees  and  the  present 
incumbent  appointed.  To  this  the  fire- 

men objected,  claiming  that  notwith- 
standing the  Trustees  had  had  absolute 

right  to  appoint  independent  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  fire  companies, 
still  that  it  was  due  to  them  as  well  as 
from  precedent  or  the  common  interest, 
that  in  ordinary  cases  they  be  consulted 
in  the  appointment  of  those  to  whose 
commands  they  were  subjected,  and  that 

the  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer at  the  instance  of  the  firemen  was 

unauthorized  and  no  substantial  com- 
pliance with  this  rule. 

The  Foremen  in  their  communication 

to  the  Trustees  of  January  13  admit 
this  want  of  authority  to  make  this  re- 
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quest,  and  ask  that  the  office  of  Assist- 
ant Engineer  be  made  vacant  to  enable 

the  firemen  to  express  their  preferences. 
A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 

fire  companies  and  the  Trustees  took 
place,  at  which  the  Trustees  requested 
that  no  charges  be  preferred  against 
the  incumbent  and  that  the  entire  mat- 

ter be  disposed  of  under  the  question  of 
the  privilege  by  custom  and  courtesy 
of  the  fire  department  to  nominate. 

I  think  this  suggestion  of  the  Trus- 
tees entirely  proper,  calculated  to  con- 

ciliate. 
The  Trustees,  however,  under  the 

present  circumstances  of  the  case,  de- 
cline granting  the  prayer  of  the  com- 

mittee. All  this  was  a  matter  between 
them  and  the  firemen,  upon  which  we 
are  not  called  to  express  any  opinion. 
The  application  by  the  Chief  Engineer 
was  one  very  likelv  to  induce  the  Board 

to  take  some  action  and  produce  an  ap- 
pointment. Whether  they  should  after- 

wards recede,  is  a  matter  entirely  with- 
out our  province  to  decide. 

That  thev  acted  throughout  with  a  de- 
sire for  the  chief  good  of  all  concerned 

there  can  be  no  doubt. 
The  firemen,  however,  resolved  to 

suspend  their  action  as  firemen  until 
what  they  conceived  to  be  their  rights 
should  be  recognized. 

There  were  peculiarities  in  the  rela- 
tions which  existed  between  the  fire- 

men, the  officers  and  the  Trustees  that 
ceased  with  the  term  of  office  of  the 
Trustees  and  left  us  free  to  adopt  such 
rules  and  recognize  such  privileges  in 
favor  of  the  fire  and  other  departments 
as  should  seem  to  us  proper.  Without 
any  reflection  upon  the  old  Board  or 
any  assertion  that  the  fire  department 
was  right  in  its  demands,  the  committee 
have  offered  to  prefer  charges  if  we 
thought  proper,  at  the  same  time  choos- 

ing to  avoid  a  personal  controversy. 
They  desire  ordinarily  to  be  indulged 
in  the  recommendation  of  officers  over 

them.  They  concede  the  right  con- 
tained in  the  charter  of  the  Trustees  to 

appoint  without  such  recommendation, 
and  insist  that  thev  are  generally  the 
best  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  those 
who  are  called  to  superintend  the  de- 

partment. The  power  of  appointment 
is  very  properly  lodged  with  the  Trus- 

tees, still  I  can  perceive  no  impropriety 

except  in  extraordinary  cases  in  allow- 
ing the  fire  department  to  recommend 

subject  to  the  independent  action  of  the 
Trustees.  This  is  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  exercise  of  the  absolute  right 
of  appointment  in  more  important  poli- 

tical organizations.  Removals  from 
office  which  the  incumbents  hold  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  appointing  power  are 
often  had  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
opinions  and  recommendations  of  a 
constituency. 

Nor  can  this  view  be  regarded  as  re- 
flecting upon  the  incumbent  or  the 

Board  making  the  appointment  upon 
other  grounds  than  those  recognizing 
these  principles.  The  doctrine  here  con- 

tended for  was  in  many  respects  dis- 
tinctly recognized  by  the  old  Board  in 

their  communication  to  the  committee 
of  firemen,  as  well  as  in  the  appointment 
of  a  Chief  Engineer.  Their  refusal  to 
remove  originated  in  the  peculiarity  of 
the  case.  That  refusal  may  have  been 
perfectly  justifiable,  but  certainly  can 
not  control  an  action  who  are  in  no  way 
parties  to  the  relations  which  then  ex- 

isted. To  adont  and  carry  out  these 

views,  establishing  our  position  as  con- 
nected with  the  fire  department,  the  re- 

moval of  the  present  incumbent  is  indis- 
pensable, and  it  is  upon  that  ground  and 

that  alone  my  vote  is  in  support  of  the 
resolution. 

Signed,  M.  Burnell. 

The  village  records  are  full  of  contro- 
versies over  the  election  of  Chief  of  the 

department  and  the  like,  but  it  will  serve 

no  useful  purpose  to  detail  these  con- 
troversies or  discuss  the  merits  of  the 

same.  Suffice  to  say  the  department 

has  grown  with  the  growth  of  the  city 
and  always  has  maintained  an  excellent 
reputation  as  a  fire  fighting  force. 

The  first  system  of  fire  protection 
consisted  of  a  series  of  small  storage 
reservoirs  located  in  various  sections  of 

the  village.  Crude  hand  engines  sup- 
plied water  pressure  for  hose  and  thus 

the  villagers  were  able  to  cope  with  an 

ordinary  blaze.  With  the  growth  of  the 
village  came  the  demand  for  additional 

reservoirs  and  engines  and  to  meet  this 
demand   hose   companies   and  engine 
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companies  were  organized  from  time 
to  time.  The  first  engine  company, 

heretofore  mentioned  as  Engine  Com- 
pany No.  i,  was  later  known  as  Deluge 

Engine  Company  and  claims  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  oldest  company 

in  the  present  volunteer  department. 
This  claim  has  been  sharply  disputed 

by  the  local  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany, and  there  are  no  records  available 

which  decisively  settle  this  dispute,  al- 
though an  impartial  investigation  which 

was  conducted  in  August,  1892,  result- 
ed in  a  decision  that  the  Deluge  Com- 

pany was  entitled  to  claim  the  senior- 
ity. The  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 

was  organized  about  the  same  time  as 

the  Engine  Company  and  its  organiza- 
tion was  maintained  unbroken  to  the 

present  date.  The  decision,  however, 

gives  the  Deluge  Company  the  senior- 
ity and  it  will  hereafter  be  known  as  the 

oldest  fire  company  in  Jamestown.  The 
order  in  which  the  present  companies 
of  the  department  were  organized  is  as 

follows :  Deluge  Engine  Company, 
Ellicott  Hook  and  Ladder  Company, 
Rescue  Hose  Company,  Eagle  Hose 

Company,  Prendergast  Hose  Company, 
Jeffords  Hose  Company,  Fire  Police, 
Martyn  Hose  Company. 

The  village  grew  so  rapidly  that 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  it  was  found 

impracticable  to  adequately  protect  the 
buildings  with  the  reservoir  scheme, 

and  a  private  company  constructed  a 
simple  system  of  water  works  with 

mains  running  through  the  business 
section  of  Main  Street.  Pressure  was 

supplied  by  a  large  steam  pump  and 
thus  the  business  section  of  the  village 

was  fairly  well  protected,  residents  of 
the  outlying  portions  of  the  village  still 

relying-  on  the  reservoirs  and  hand  en- 
gines. 

In  1886,  a  general  system  of  water 

works  was  projected.  This  system  cov- 
ered the  entire  town,  and  with  powerful 

steam  pumps  provided  ample  pressure 

for  all  localities.  It  was  then  the  old 

hand  engines  were  laid  away  forever, 
and  the  volunteer  firemen  assumed  the 

task  of  protecting  the  property  of  the 
village  under  more  favorable  auspices. 

The  department  has  since  grown  with 
the  growth  of  the  town.  In  the  course 
of  time  hose  wagons  replaced  the  old 
hand  carts.  The  Gamewell  fire  alarm 

system  was  installed,  two  chemical  en- 
gines have  been  purchased  and  also  a 

fine  La  France  fire  engine  for  use  in 

any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

Reference  has  been  made  on  preced- 

ing pages  to  the  population  of  James- 
town in  1827,  as  estimated  by  a  writer 

in  Fergusson's  History.  That  this  esti- 
mate is  a  trifle  inaccurate  is  evident 

from  the  documents  prepared  by  the 

projectors  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Bank  (now  the  Chautauqua  County 

Trust  Company)  in  1831,  in  which  they 

applied  to  the  Legislature  for  a  charter 

and  outlined  the  following  cogent  rea- 

sons why  the  charter  should  be  grant- 
ed: 

"In  1816  there  was  no  post  office 
within  twenty  miles  of  Jamestown  where 
it  is  proposed  to  locate  this  bank. 

"Population  of  Jamestown,  January, 
1827,  three  hundred  ninety-three. 
"Population  of  Jamestown,  June, 

1830,  eight  hundred  eighty-four. 
"It  has  now  eleven  stores,  one  woolen 

factory,  one  sash  factory,  one  gristmill 
with  three  run  of  stones,  one  gang  saw- 

mill, three  common  sawmills,  two  print- 
ing offices,  and  a  great  number  of  me- 

chanic establishments.  A  steamboat  of 

eighty  tons  burden  plies  daily  between 
Jamestown  and  Mayville  on  the  Chau- 
tauque  Lake.  One  of  the  Lake  Erie 
steamboats  is  solely  employed  in  doing 
the  business  of  Chautauque  County. 

"Jamestown  is  ninety  miles  on  the 
route  usually  traveled,  from  the  nearest 
banking  institution  in  this  state,  (United 
States  Branch  Bank  at  Buffalo.)  The 
bank  at  Lockport  is  the  nearest  state 
institution.  There  is  no  bank'  in  the 
southern  tier  of  counties  from  (  )range 
to  Lake  Erie. 

"The  lumber  included  in  this  estimate 
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is  produced  in  a  territory  about  the  size 
of  Chautauque,  which  is  partly  in  this 

county,  partly  in  the  'County  of  Cattar- 
augus and  partly  in  the  State  of  Penn- 

sylvania, and  of  which  Jamestown  is  the 
commercial  center. 

"A  bank  at  Jamestown  will  accommo- 
date an  active  population  in  this  state 

and  Pennsylvania  of  at  least  sixty  thous- 
and. 

"The  County  of  Chautauque  ranks 
among  the  first  in  the  state  for  size, 
commercial  advantages  and  fertility  of 
soil.  It  has  no  large  swamps  nor  bar- 

ren mountains,  and  is  probably  capable 
of  supporting  as  numerous  and  dense 

a  population  as  any  in  the  state." 
The  charter  for  this  bank  was  granted 

April  18,  1831.  The  institution  was  or- 
ganized under  the  safety  fund  act  with 

a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar, and  the  privilege  of  issuing  bills  to 

twice  the  amount  of  the  capital.  The 
first  directors  were  Leverett  Barker, 

John  G.  Saxton,  William  Peacock, 
James  Hall,  Samuel  Barrett,  Jediah  E. 

Budlong,  Oliver  Lee,  Thomas  Camp- 
bell, Daniel  Shearman,  Elial  T.  Foote, 

Alvin  Plumb,  Abner  Hazeltine,  Richard 
P.  Marvin.  The  first  officers  were  Elial 

T.  Foote,  President,  with  an  allowance 

of  one  cent  for  each  bill  signed  by  him 

and  Arad  Joy,  Cashier,  with  an  annual 
salary  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
The  prudent,  conservative  policies 

adopted  by  the  founders  of  this  bank 
have  always  been  strictly  adhered  to 
not  only  by  their  successors  but  also 

by  the  officials  of  the  other  ex- 
cellent banking  institutions  which  in 

the  course  of  time  followed,  and  it  is  a 

pleasure  to  record  the  fact  that  there 

has  never  been  a  bank  failure  in  James- 
town, and  that  all  the  banks  have  at  all 

times  maintained  the  most  harmonious 
relations  with  each  other. 

In  the  slavery  days  of  the  early  fifties 

Jamestown  was  a  well  known  way  sta- 
tion on  the  underground  railroad, 

whereby  fugitive  slaves  from  the  South 
were  assisted  to  escape  into  Canada. 

As  Jamestown  is  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  border,  being  the  last  stages 

of  the  journey  so  to  speak  it  was  neces- 
sary to  exercise  the  greatest  vigilance 

to  avoid  detection.  C.  R.  Lockwood, 

one  of  the  old  and  respected  citizens  of 

the  city  in  his  reminiscences  of  Old  and 
New  Jamestown  tells  some  interesting 
tales  of  the  thrilling  escapes  of  runaway 

slaves.  Among  others  whom  he  inter- 
viewed on  this  subject  was  Mrs.  Cath- 

erine Harris  who  lives  at  12  West  Sev- 
enth Street.  Mrs.  Harris  recalls  an  oc- 

casion when  seventeen  slaves  were 

brought  to  her  house  at  one  time  and 

she  prepared  food  for  them.  Phineas 
Crossman,  Silas  Shearman  and  Doctor 

Hedges  were  among  those  who  were 
active  in  the  work  of  assisting  slaves  to 

escape,  and  Orsell  Cook,  Lewis  Hall, 
Albert  Partridge  and  Madison  Burnell 

are  mentioned  as  among  those  who  fur- 
nished financial  assistance. 

Escaping  slaves  came  to  Jamestown 
from  Sugargrove,  Pennsylvania.  Food 
and  an  opportunity  to  rest  was  provided 

by  these  willing  workers.  The  fugitives 
were  then  hurried  towards  the  border, 

the  next  stop  being  at  the  home  of  one 

Nessel  in  Ellington  Center.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  many  thousands  of  slaves 

passed  over  this  road  on  their  way  to 
freedom. 

One  episode  which  is  perhaps  worthy 
of  mention  occurred  about  1852  or  1853. 

It  appears  seven  runaway  slaves  stopped 
in  the  Town  of  Busti.  One  of  this  num- 

ber, a  youth  seventeen  years  of  age, 
Harrison  Williams  by  name,  stopped 

with  the  family  of  William  Storum,  col- 

ored. Some  of  the  party  who  were  mar- 
ried determined  to  return  to  their  old 

homes  and  get  their  wives.  On  their 
return  they  were  captured  and  revealed 

to  their  masters  the  location  of  the  oth- 

ers, among  whom  was  Harrison.  The 
fugitive  slave  law  was  then  in  force  and 

it  was  an  easy  matter  to  secure  assist- 
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ance  from  the  authorities,  and  that  is 

how  it  happened  that  one  morning  in 
September  a  covered  carriage  drove 

into  the  yard  where  young  Harrison 

was  working,  and  a  United  States  Mar- 
shal and  two  Deputy  Sheriffs  alighting 

placed  the  negro  under  arrest.  The 
alarm  was  quickly  given.  The  officers 

and  their  prisoner  drove  towards  James- 
town but  the  news  went  ahead  of  them 

and  when  they  reached  Brooklyn  Square 
they  encountered  an  excited  mob  which 

only  needed  a  leader  to  take  the  negro 

from  them  by  force.  Mr.  Lockwood,  in 
his  account  of  the  occurrence,  says: 

"The  contempt  for  the  man  grabbers 
was  unlimited  and  'hurrah  to  retake  the 

negro'  was  proclaimed  aloud  ;  but  the 
local  officers  quieted  the  disturbance 

and  so  far  as  possible  dispersed  the  peo- 
ple, keeping  the  masses  from  pell  mell 

onslaught,  and  the  carriages  with  their 
bounden  booty  passed  up  Main  Street 
and  on  their  way. 

"Among  other  things  done,  people 
mounted  upon  boxes,  board  piles,  or 
elsewhere,  among  whom  was  Guinea 
Carpenter,  our  old  stage  driver  and 
boat  runner.  Said  he,  in  substance  if 

not  in  precise  words:  'Fellow  citizens! 
Think  of  this  act  of  cruelty  !  This  steal- 

ing of  a  poor  colored  man  in  the  free 
North.  This  tyrant  slave-holder,  aided 
by  such  unholy  law  and  the  United 
States  authorities,  comes  here  and, 
grabbing  this  poor  colored  man  from  his 
milking  stool,  puts  him  in  chains  and 
claims  to  return  him  to  slavery.  Shall 
we  suffer  it  ?  I,  for  one,  say  no.  He 
is  guilty  of  no  crime  and  all  he  has  done 
was  to  find  his  liberty.  You  and  I  have 

our  liberty  and  why  not  let  him'?" 
Nevertheless  the  slave  was  taken 

away  and  returned  to  his  master  and 

singularly  enough  James  Broadhead,  a 
resident  of  Busti  and  soldier  in  the  Civil 

War,  saw  Harrison  on  Christmas  day, 

1863,  at  Culpepper,  Virginia.  He  with 
his  master  had  been  captured  by  the 
Union  soldiers,  and  so  he  found  his 
freedom  at  last. 

A  serious  fire  occurred  in  the  village 

on  the  night  of  January  1,  1852,  on 

which  occasion  a  block  of  buildings  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Main  Street  was 

practically  destroyed.  Concerning  this 
fire  Mr.  Lockwood  writes  as  follows : 

"The  night  of  the  fire  was  dreadful! 
With  comparatively  slight  fire  apparat- 

us ;  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  for- 
ests ;  the  weather  wintry  and  tedious  ; 

and  assistance  from  neighborly  kindness 

and  proffered  help  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  'bucket  brigade'  was  the  most 

effectual  help,  composed  as  it  was  of 
men,  women  and  children  ;  two  lines 
were  formed,  one  for  carrying  water, 

leading  from  the  reservoir  and  water- 
tanks  to  fire  ;  and  the  other  in  return 
for  carrying  empty  buckets  and  pails. 
Indeed,  a  perfect  stampede  of  men,  wo- 

men and  children  filled  our  streets,  not 
knowing  where  to  go  or  what  to  do  ; 
teams  and  persons  were  running  against, 
pulling  and  hauling  each  other,  while 
street,  business  house,  public  and  pri- 

vate residence  became  a  united  pande- 
monium for  devastation,  pilfering  and 

crime.  Language  is  inadequate  to  per- 
fect description  ;  and  the  only  truthful 

ideas  of  sensible  reality,  linger  only  in 
the  vividness  of  the  yet  remaining  few 
who  experienced  the  dreadfulness  of 
that  night. 

"But  the  calamity  came  and  went  and 

'Old  Jamestown'  arose  as  from  the 
dead ;  its  industrious  and  preserving 
citizens  armed  themselves  with  the 

weapons  of  progress  ;  and  the  burnt  dis- 
trict, phoenix  like,  came  forth  in  new 

garbs,  radiant  in  the  sunlight  of  re- 
newed splendor;  and  new  fields,  occu- 

pations and  industry  marked  our  pro- 

gress on  every  hand." Among  others  who  had  a  store  on 
Main  street  were  Mansfield  and  William 

W.  Compton.  Suspicion  that  they  set 
the  fire  which  resulted  in  this  disastrous 

conflagration,  led  to  their  arrest  and  in- 
dictment for  arson  and  they  were  tried 

in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  at 

Mayville  in  May,  1853.  It  was  an  im- 
posing trial.  Justice  Mullett  presided 

and  with  him  were  associated  Judges 

Lewis,  Parker  and  Strang.  There  was 

a  formidable  array  of  attorneys  lor  the 

prosecution  and  the  defense.  The  pros- 
ecuting attorneys  were  District  Attor- 
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ney  D.  Shearman,  Madison  Burnell  of 

Jamestown  and  S.  W.  Scofiekl  of  War- 
ren, Pennsylvania.  The  defendants 

were  represented  by  Hon.  Joshua  Spen- 
cer of  Utica,  Abner  Hazeltine  and  John 

F.  Smith  of  Jamestown,  Rasselas  Brown 
of  Warren,  and  the  newspaper  reports 

add  "other  counsel  of  Buffalo,  all  good 

lawyers." 
With  much  pomp  and  ceremony  the 

trial  commenced  and  without  going  into 
detail  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
lasted  over  a  week,  during  which  time 

many  witnesses  were  sworn,  The  jury 

retired  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 

and  at  three  o'clock  the  following  morn- 
ing, returned  a  verdict  of  guilty  as 

against  Mansfield  Compton  and  not 
guilty  as  against  William  W.  Compton. 

Judge  Mullett  in  sentencing  the  convict- 
ed man  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 

with  the  verdict,  therefore  should  not 

impose  the  shortest  sentence  allowed 

by  law,  but  would  make  the  sentence 
eight  years  in  Auburn  State  Prison. 

Jamestown  is  a  manufacturing  town. 

Its  growth  has  been  due  to  the  develop- 
ment of  industrial  enterprises.  Mr. 

Prendergast,  the  founder,  early  realized 
that  the  lumber  interests  would  furnish 

at  best  but  a  few  years'  temporary  em- 
ployment for  the  residents  and  with 

shrewd  foresight  did  everything  possi- 
ble to  induce  manufacturers  to  locate 

in  the  settlement.  The  first  industry  of 
which  there  is  any  record  was  a  small 

cabinet  shop  which  was  started  about 

1815  by  Royal  Keyes,  a  carpenter  and 
joiner.  The  same  year  the  Chautauqua 

Manufacturing  Company  was  organized 
with  a  capital  stock  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  manufacture 

of  cloth.  Thus  we  see  that  the  manu- 

facturer was  early  in  evidence  in  James- 
town, and  from  the  humble  little  two- 

story  cabinet  shop  to  the  present  impos- 
ing factories  covering  acres  of  territory 

and   furnishing   an   annual   output  of 

many  millions  of  dollars  there  has  been 
no  retrogression,  but  instead  year  by 

year  the  industrial  interests  of  the  town 

have  steadily  expanded  in  a  legitimate 
and  healthy  growth. 

Woodworking  establishments  of  var- 
ious kinds  sprung  up  rapidly  and  at  the 

time  the  village  was  incorporated  we 

find  several  on  the  list  of  early  indus- 
tries. It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into 

detail  regarding  these  industries  for 

that  subject  has  been  adequately  cov- 
ered in  the  preceding  volume.  It  will 

be  sufficient  to  say  that  from  the  very 

beginning  the  citizens  dealt  liberally 
with  all  who  wished  to  locate  new  in- 

dustries in  the  town  and  as  a  result  the 

village  grew  at  a  pace  that  astonished 
the  staid  inhabitants  of  older  but  less 

energetic  communities.  In  his  enter- 
taining sketches  of  Old  Jamestown  C. 

R.  Lockwood  writes  interestingly  on 

the  village  life  of  1849,  and  the  follow- 
ing from  his  facile  pen  will  surely  be 

of  interest  to  all : 

"As  we  pass  up  and  down  we  come 
across  Attorney  S.  A.  Brown  and  citi- 

zen A.  F.  Allen,  near  the  former's  office, 
in  earnest  conversation  and  though  not 
understanding  the  precise  language,  the 
declaration  of  war  is  evident ;  passing 

along  to  the  Shaw  Hotel  we  are  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  conversation  of  Brown 

and  Allen,  and  we  wonder  what  is  up. 
As  we  get  over  the  other  side  of  Main, 
Shoemaker  Fenner  is  passing  with  a 
pair  of  shoes  in  hand,  hastening  to  his 
shop  to  mend.  Right  here  Paul  Dean 
steps  out  from  the  Lowry  store  and 
meeting  Alonzo  Kent  commences  one. 
of  his  yarns  and  a  crowd  of  boys  gather 
round  and  have  a  great  laugh.  Passing 
in  a  sort  of  a  zig  zag  way,  we  get  over 
on  the  west  of  Main  where  we  meet 

'Fen'  Hawley,  Tyler  Field,  Joe  Green 
and  some  others  discussing  the  merits 
of  certain  articles  claimed  to  be  gold 

jewelry,  by  Fuller  offered  for  sale  ;  pas- 
sing on  we  step  into  the  Chautauqua 

County  Bank  and  present  a  certain 
check  to  friend  Newland  for  payment, 
which  is  promptly  cashed  and  he  kindly 
offers  to  lend  more  if  wanted.    Our  at- 
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ention  being-  called  to  rather  loud  con- 
versation outside  near  'Hencoop  Row' 

we  pass  across  the  street  and  there 
Merchant  Curtiss  and  one  or  two  farm- 

ers are  trying  to  compromise  over  a 
prospective  sale  of  a  quantity  of  eggs, 
but  they  differ  as  to  price  and  the  par- 

ties leave  a  little  'rilled.'  'Dasc'  Allen, 
standing  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Second  Streets,  calls  to  At- 

torney Cook  to  come  over,  which  he 
does  and  there  a  fight  of  words  occurs 
between  Allen  and  Joe  Clark  of  Mud 
Creek  as  to  a  certain  quantity  of  lum- 

ber which  Allen  claims  and  demands  of 
Clark,  but  he  refuses  to  surrender  and 

of  Main,  because  of  which  William  H- 
Tew  made  serious  complaint,  and  after 
a  time  was  instrumental  in  having  the 
way  cleaned  out  and  put  in  passible 
condition. 

"At  the  time  referred  to,  the  streets 
west  of  Main  were  comparatively  short, 
obstructed  and  not  numerously  inhabit- 

ed ;  in  comparison  with  today  one  would 
hardly  recognize  that  section  as  the 
same.  Indeed,  roughness  was  the  sur- 

face appearance  of  the  Village  of  James- 
town, but  the  forests  of  pine  and  other 

timber  covering  our  hills  and  along  the 
limits  of  the  village  gave  it  a  pictur- 

esque appearance,  most  charming  to 

WEST  SIDE  OF  MAIN  STREET.  LOOKING  SOUTH— PRIOR  TO  FIRE  OF  1861, 

suit  is  ordered  against  him,  and  'Dasc' 
and  Joe  separate,  cursing  each  other. 
Frequency  of  such  occurrences  are  fresh 
in  memory,  but  useless  to  further  recite, 
and  now  passing  on  up  the  street,  obed- 

ient to  request,  we  halt  at  Ellick  Jones' 
meat  market  and  order  a  couple  of 
pounds  of  beefsteak  for  dinner.  While 

here,  and  looking  at  the  lay  of  the  coun- 
try, we  behold  a  high  hill  in  East  Third 

Street,  which  is  extensive  in  size,  in- 
cluding the  site  on  which  the  Ellicott 

stands ;  and  roughness  of  streets  be- 
cause of  uneven  grounds,  want  of  work 

and  holes  of  mud,  is  common  in  that 
vicinity,  including  them  all,  and  Second 
is  about  impassible  to  within  a  few  rods 

the  view  and  to  us  new  comers  and 

muchly  countrified,  Jamestown  was  a 

jewel  set  'midst  wreaths  of  flowers.' 
"Of  course  the  industries  of  the  vil- 

lage, compared  with  the  present,  were 
of  a  limited  order,  and  stores,  meat 
markets,  shoe  shops  and  other  moder- 

ate classes  of  deal  were,  as  a  general 
thing,  confined  to  that  part  of  Main 
Street  extending  between  Fourth  Street 
to  the  north  and  to  the  outlet  on  the 
south. 

"In  the  days  referred  to,  wood  was 
the  principal  article  for  fuel,  and  in  pas- 

sing along  the  street  piles  of  beech  and 
maple  would  appear  in  front  of  stores, 
while  woodshed,  yard  and  kitchen  be- 
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came  shorehouses  for  family  use  and 
winter  supplies,  and  in  the  night  time 
our  streets  were  regions  of  darkness, 
over  and  along  which  the  stranger  was 

courageous  to  venture,  and  the  'taller' 
candle,  though  then  gradually  leaving 
the  home  of  civilization  was  commonly 
seen  in  aid  of  housewife  and  seamstress. 
Men  and  women  of  today,  think  of  it! 
We  read  of  the  trials  of  our  forefathers 
when  pine  knots  were  their  light  and 
the  flint  and  jackknife,  fire  kindler,  and 
such  indeed  were  hard  times,  but  com- 

pared with  today,  midst  the  brilliant 
and  roaring  coal  stove,  self-feeding  and 
rushing  gas — perhaps  occasional  arti- 

ficial wind — and  the  glorious  Welsbaph 
to  beautify  and  illumine  the  daily  paper, 
the  years  of  1849  and  thereabouts  seem 

equally  astonishing-  to  the  rising-  gener- 
ation, who  may  think  of,  ponder  over 

and  converse  about,  but  do  not,  nor 
can  they  realize. 

"In  the  days  referred  to  we  had  a 
thriving  farming  community  around  our 
village  whose  interests  were  solidly 
linked  with  ours,  and  from  whom 
Jamestown  received  its  food  supplies 
and  wood  necessities,  and  teams  in 
numbers  would  be.  observed  with  wagon 
and  ox  cart  loads  both  for  house  con- 

sumption and  store  selling.  This  traffic 
was  a  source  of  profit  to  the  farmer,  as 
also  of  trade  to  the  merchant,  and  in 
subsequent  years,  when  the  wood  trade 
was  cut  off  and  Jamestown  lost  its 
identity  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  re- 

vered Town  of  Ellicott,  a  perceptible 
change  came  over  our  community. 

"Now  approaching  the  outlet  at  the foot  of  Main  Street  and  mindful  of  the 

year  1849  and  about  then,  we  behold 
on  the  east  the  old  Sash  and  Blind  fac- 

tory, so  long  managed  as  the  place  of 
business  of  Albert  Smith,  and  which  in 
its  dilapidated  condition,  and  hand  made 
articles  of  merchandise  strewn  in  front, 
bring  to  mind  the  locality  now  covered 
by  the  new  and  spacious  brick  structure 
known  as  the  Arcade.  Turning  our  eyes 
to  the  west,  there  appears  the  old  Baker 
sawmill,  just  a  short  distance  from  the 
bridge,  and  with  its  logs,  piles  of  lumber 
and  slabwood  lying  in  about  all  direc- 

tions ;  its  clatter  of  saws  and  clinking 
of  chains,  in  inharmonious  unison  with 
the  hurrah  of  lumbermen  and  custo- 

mers' confabs,  bring  to  view  the  photo- 

graph of  the  bygones  and  we  hear  and 
see  over  again  the  charming  days  of 
about  half  a  century  ago.  Here,  too, 
Henry  Baker,  the  hard  working,  money 

making,  venturesome  and  risky  land- 
owner, with  keen  look  and  eye  glasses 

low  on  the  nose,  as  they  were  wont  to 
be,  is  in  and  out  of  the  mill,  observing 
most  keenly  the  whereabouts  of  the 
workmen  and  property,  and  with  an  eye 
intent  on  personal  interest,  makes 
memoranda  and  utters  the  word  of 

command,  and  then  we  gaze  on  the 
rushing   outlet   with    its  surrounding 

OLD  BRIDGE  AFTER  A  FLOOD, 

roughness  and  shanty  dilapidations,  and 
venture  on  the  old  rickety  bridge  with 
its  loosened  stringers,  loud  rattling 

plank  and  holes  too  numerous  for  com- 
fort, resolved  to  risk  our  safety  in  reach- 

ing the  south  side." 
The  above  may  be  taken  as  an  ac- 

curate word  picture  of  the  men  and 
events  of  that  day.  The  bridge  referred 

to  was  subsequently  rebuilt  at  a  cost 
of  three  thousand  dollars  to  the  village 
and  nine  thousand  dollars  to  the  Town 

of  Ellicott  which  was  jointly  charged 
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with  the  expense  of  construction-  The 
new  structure  was  substantially  built 
of  stone  and  lasted  for  many  years. 

The  village  grew  steadily  year  by  year 
and  at  last  there  came  a  time  when  the 

citizens  saw  the  work  of  years  swept 
away  in  a  single  night.  The  only  avail- 

able account  is  found  in  the  village  rec- 
ords which  read  as  follows : 

FIRE! 

On  the  night  of  January  31,  1861, 

about  1 1  130  o'clock  a  fire  occurred 
in  this  village,  which  completely  de- 

stroyed the  entire  block  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  Street  from  Second  to 
Third  Streets,  together  with  the  Allen 
House  block  on  the  east  side  of  Main 
from  the  corner  of  Third  Street  down 

to  William  H.  Lowry's  building,  and  the 
Allen  House  barn  east  of  the  alley  (Pot- 

ter's), together  with  the  livery  stable 
and  other  buildings  on  Third  Street 

west  of  Mechanic's  Alley  ;  causing  great 
loss  to  the  business  men  of  the  place. 
It  consumed  the  Shaw  Hotel  block, 
northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Third 

Streets  up  to  S.  A.  Brown's  house. 
Practically  the  entire  business  sec- 

tion of  the  village  was  destroyed  by  this 

fire.  Nearly  every  business  man  sus- 
tained a  more  or  less  severe  loss  for 

few  were  adequately  insured.  One  cir- 
cumstance which  Mr.  Mason  recalls  to- 

day is  the  fact  that  immediatelv  after 

the  fire  numerous  safe  agents  came  to 

the  village  to  investigate  the  situation. 

"My  own  safe,"  said  Mr.  Mason,  "with- 
stood the  fire  admirably,  although  I 

was  obliged  to  devote  considerable  time 

to  cleaning  up  the  jewelry  that  was 
stored  inside.  I  was  thus  in  a  position 
to  furnish  any  kind  of  a  testimonial  that 

was  desired.  I  could  truthfully  say  that 
I  had  sustained  loss,  because  many  ac- 

count slips  stored  in  the  safe  were  ren- 

dered worthless,  and  again  I  could  say 
the  safe  had  protected  my  property 
because  many  valuable  watches  escaped 

injury.  The  Safe  company  gave  me  a 
new  safe  and  had  the  old  safe  on  exhi- 

bition in  New  York  for  a  number  of 

years,  and  doubtless  derived  consider- 
able benefit  from  it  as  an  advertisement. 

The  old  safe  was  badly  battered  and 
bruised  but  the  books  I  recollect  were 

in  good  enough  condition  to  be  used 

for  a  number  of  years  after  the  fire." 

Property  owners  commenced  rebuild- 
ing without  unnecessary  delay  and  the 

work  when  completed  materially  im- 
proved the  appearance  of  Main  Street. 

The  next  few  years  may  be  passed  with 
brief  comment,  for  the  Civil  War  was  in 

progress,  and  the  account  of  the  organi- 
zation and  departure  of  troops  for  the 

scene  of  the  conflict  will  be  found  in 

detail  elsewhere.  Skipping  the  Civil 

War  period  and  beginning  in  1865  it 

may  be  said  without  exaggeration  that 
the  greatest  event  in  the  history  of  the 

village  was  the  home  coming  of  the 
soldiers.  The  Ninth  New  York  Cav- 

alry, a  famous  regiment  which  was  made 
up  largely  of  Chautauqua  County  men, 

slipped  into  Jamestown  unnoticed,  but 
the  citizens  learned  by  telegram  when 

the  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment 
was  to  arrive,  and  although  they  had 

little  time  for  preparation  they  made 

the  most  of  their  opportunities  and 
gave  the  scarred  and  toil  worn  remnant 

of  the  regiment  a  royal  welcome. 

The  troops  came  by  train  over  the 
Atlantic  and  Great  Western  (now  the 

Erie)  Railroad,  arriving  in  Jamestown 
about  midnight  Wednesday,  June  22, 

1865.  The  villagers  turned  out  en 
masse.  The  church  bells  were  rung. 
Bonfires  were  lit  on  the  streets,  and 
when  the  train  rolled  into  the  station  it 

is  safe  to  say  every  man,  woman  and 

child  in  the  village  was  there  to  greet 
the  returned  heroes.  Owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  there  were  no  for- 

mal exercises,  although  the  soldiers 
were  formed  in  line  and  marched  up 
Main  Street  to  Third  where  they  were 
entertained  informally. 

On  July  4,  1865,  the  village  had  a 
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grand  celebration  in  which  practically 
the  entire  county  participated.  It  was 
estimated  that  between  thirteen  thous- 

and and  twenty  thousand  people  were 

present,  and  of  course  it  was  impossible 
to  satisfactorily  accommodate  such  a 

crowd.  There  was  a  fantastic  parade, 
a  dinner  which  was  free  to  all  soldiers 

and  their  wives,  and  various  other 

events  of  more  or  less  interest,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  newspaper  accounts  of 

the  occasion  it  was  the  most  elaborate 

celebration  that  up  to  that  time  had 
ever  been  held  in  Jamestown. 

The  years  that  succeeded  the  Civil 

War  were  years  of  prosperity  for 
Jamestown.  New  industries  and  the 

steady  enlargement  year  bv  year  of 
those  already  established,  swelled  the 

population  to  such  an  extent  that  in  the 
seventies  the  village  was  claiming  the 

proud  distinction  of  metropolis  of  Chau- 

tauqua County.  Much  might  be  writ- 
ten regarding  the  events  of  the  seven- 
ties, but  it  is  necessary  to  hurry  on  and 

only  a  few  incidents  can  be  enumerated 
here. 

The  controversy  between  Orsino  E. 

Jones  and  the  village  at  the  time  attract- 
ed a  good  deal  of  public  attention.  Mr. 

Jones  claimed  a  property  right  in  East 

Third  Street  which  the  village  had  op- 
ened to  the  junction  with  Second  Street, 

and  believing  in  the  old  legal  maxim 

that  possession  was  nine  points  of  the 
law,  he  moved  a  red  barn  into  the  cen- 

ter of  the  street  and  remodeled  the 

structure  into  a  dwelling  house.  The 

village  authorities  removed  the  build- 
ing. Mr.  Jones  then  brought  an  action 

against  the  village,  and  although  the 

litigation  was  prolonged  for  a  consider- 
able period  of  time,  eventually  the  case 

was  decided  in  his  favor.  For  many 

years  "Sine"  Jones'  red  barn  was  a 
topic  of  conversation,  although  of 
course  the  matter  was  finally  forgotten. 

A  personal  encounter  between  Lieu- 

tenant Caleb  Cushing  of  Fredonia  and 

Coleman  E.  Bishop,  editor  of  the 

Jamestown  Journal,  on  another  occa- 
sion attracted  public  attention.  Cush- 

ing, during  the  Civil  War,  achieved  na- 
tional fame  by  his  reckless  daring  in 

torpedoing  a  rebel  ram  lying  quietly 

at  anchor  and  protected  by  a  raft  of 
logs.  After  the  war  was  over  the  young 

officer  wedded  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Levi  Forbes  of  Fredonia.  The  wed- 

ding and  succeeeding  festivities  were 
conducted  on  a  scale  of  magnificence 
that  was  a  little  more  elaborate  than 

usual  for  such  events.  Bishop  ridiculed 

the  affair  in  his  newspaper  with  a  cut- 

ting sarcasm  that  was  very  exasperat- 

ing and  Cushing  determined  to  horse- 
whip the  author.  Accordingly  he  paid 

a  visit  to  the  editorial  sanctum  in  com- 

pany with  his  father-in-law  and  assault- 
ed Bishop  with  a  savage  vigor  that 

might  have  caused  serious  results  had 

nut  employes  of  the  office  interfered 
and  hustled  the  belligerent  naval  officer 
into  the  street.  The  affray  was  a  few 

years  ago  brieflv  described  to  the  writer 

by  George  H.  Tiffany,  a  veteran  printer 
who  at  that  time  was  employed  in  the 

Journal  office : 

"I  was  in  the  job  room  downstairs," 
said  Mr.  Tiffany,  "when  Colonel  Forbes 
walked  in  accompanied  bTr  a  fine  looking 

young  man  clad  in  a  soldier's  overcoat. Colonel  Forbes  asked  if  Mr.  Bishop  was 
upstairs  and  receiving  an  affirmative  re- 

ply he  and  the  stranger  turned  in  that 
direction.  I  thought  nothing  of  the 
circumstance  until  a  few  moments  later 
when  Mr.  Bishop  called  for  us  to  come 
upstairs.  Of  course  we  went  and  we 
arrived  in  time  to  see  Lieutenant  Cush- 

ino-  strike  Bishop.  We  at  once  stepped 
between  the  two  men  and  the  fight  was 
stopped,  although  I  got  a  rap  or  two 
while  about  it.  If  it  had  not  been  for 

the  presence  of  the  printers  Mr.  Bishop 
would  have  received  a  severe  thrash- 

ing" 

Mr.  Bishop  made  this  assault  the 

leading  feature  of  the  next  issue  of  his 
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paper,  writing  an  elaborate  and  abusive 

article  which  occupied  the  greater  por- 

tion of  a  page.  Cushing's  version  was 
promptly  told  by  the  rival  paper  but 
after  a  few  months  of  acrimonious  con- 

troversy, the  affair  was  forgotten. 
Another  disastrous  fire  visited  the 

village  in  1871.  This  is  the  last  confla- 
gration which  the  Village  Clerk  took 

the  time  and  trouble  to  describe  in  the 

village  records.    It  reads  as  follows  : 

"Morning  of  February  1,  about  two 
o'clock,  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the 
Broadhead  Block,  east  side  of  Main, 
between  Second  and  Third  Streets,  by 
which  the  said  block  was  entirely  de- 

stroyed, and  the  whole  block  up  to  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Second  was  very 
greatly  damaged.  Engines  worked  well 
and  the  firemen  accomplished  more  than 
would  seem  possible  that  they  could. 

"They  had  a  hand  to  hand  encounter 
with  the  fire  in  the  Tew  corner  and  they 

conquered." 
Measured  by  dollars  and  cents  this 

fire  was  probably  the  most  disastrous 

conflagration  that  had  yet  visited  James- 

town, but  the  village  was  now  a  pros- 
perous and  progressive  town,  and  a  fire 

even  though  it  destroyed  a  block  of 

buildings  was  not  regarded  as  so  seri- 
ous a  public  calamitv  as  formerlv.  The 

property  owners,  therefore,  did  not 

waste  any  time  in  useless  regrets  but 

set  about  the  work  of  rebuilding  the 
burnt  district. 

Churches  and  schools  are  important 

factors  in  the  life  of  any  community, 
and  an  account  of  the  village  record  of 

Jamestown  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out reference  to  the  work  and  worth 

of  these  agencies  for  the  spiritual  and 

mental  development  of  the  people.  Tt 
may  be  stated  without  fear  of  contra- 

diction that  no  city  in  the  confines  of 

the  state  has,  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation, as  large  a  religious  element,  or 

as  many  imposing  church  edifices  as 
may  be  found  in  Jamestown.  The 
school  system  is  also  the  best.  Rev. 

Elliot     C.     Hall     in     1900  prepared 

a  brief  sketch  of  the  church  history  of 

Jamestown,  in  which  will  be  found  all 
the  essential  facts  regarding  the  growth 
of  the  various  church  denominations 

from  the  beginning  to  date,  and  this 
sketch  is  herewith  quoted  with  a  few 

changes  regarding  the  present  pastors 
of  the  various  churches  : 

"The  early  settlers  were,  for  the  most 
part,  interested  in  religious  matters,  and 
favored  the  formation  of  churches. 

Many  meetings,  however,  were  held  be- 
fore any  church  was  formed,  and  no 

minister  of  any  denomination  visited  the 
place  without  being  invited  to  preach. 

"The  First  Congregational  Church 
was  organized  in  181 6  by  Rev.  John 

Spencer,  a  missionary  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  legally  incorporated  in  1821. 

"A  Methodist  class  was  formed  at 
Worksburg  in  1814,  and  a  Congrega- 

tional Church  in  what  is  now  Kiantone, 

in  1815.  (Both  Worksburg  and  Kian- 
tone were  then  in  the  Town  of  Ellicott 

in  which  township  Jamestown  was  also 
located.)  A  building  formerlv  used  for 
school  purposes  known  as  the  Old 
Academy  served  as  a  place  of  worship 
until  the  year  1828,  when  a  church 
building  was  erected  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Main  and  Fifth  Streets. 

"A  commodious  brick  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1869  on  Fast  Third 
Street  which  has  been  enlarged  and  re- 

modeled and  is  now  used  by  this  church. 

"Rev.  Isaac  Eddy  was  the  first  pastor 
of  the  church.  Rev.  Albert  L.  Smalley, 
D.  D.,  the  present  pastor,  is  the  seven- 

teenth incumbent,  having  begun  his 
labors  here  January  t,  T896. 

"The  present  First  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  grew  out  of  the  class  formed 

?t  Worksburg  in  1814.  This  class  was 
duly  organized  into  a  church  and  moved 
to  Jamestown  in  T823.  Their  first 
church  edifice  was  erected  at  the  func- 

tion of  Second  and  Chandler  Streets, 
and  completed  in  1833.  They  now  oc- 

cupy a  fine  brick  structure  which  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  about  fifteen  hun- 

dred. This  church  has  had  a  remark- 

ably vigorous  growth,  rind  has  the  larg- 
est membership  of  any  of  the  English 

sneaking  churches  of  the  city.  Rev. 
Frederic  A.  Gould,  D.  D..  is  the  present 

pastor. "The  First  Baptist  Church  was  organ- 
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ized  in  1832.  Their  first  church  edifice 
was  built  in  1833.  Their  present  build- 

ing, constructed  of  Warsaw  blue  stone, 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city.  It  is 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Church  Streets  and  is  a  monument  to 

the  zeal  and  devotion  of  both  pastor  and 
people.  Rev.  W.  J.  Ford,  Ph.  D.,  is  the 
present  pastor. 

"The  First  Presbyterian  Church  was 
organized  in  1834  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Gillett, 
forty-one  members  of  the  Congrega- 

tional Church  having  withdrawn  to  unite 
in  its  formation.  In  1837  a  substantial 
church  edifice  was  built  of  wood,  on  the 
corner  of  W  est  Third  and  Cherry 
Streets.  This  building  was  burned  in 
1877,  but  was  replaced  by  a  large  and 
commodious  brick  edifice,  the  interior 
of  which  was  destroyed  bv  fire  in  1890. 
The  building  was  immediately  rebuilt 
with  all  modern  conveniences  and  facili- 

ties for  church  work.  The  church  has 

a  large  and  growing  membership,  and 
has  been  ably  served  by  its  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Otis  A.  Smith. 

"St.  Luke's  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized  in  1834,  but  was 
without  a  stated  pastor  until  the  year 
1853,  when  Rev. -Levi  W.  Norton  took 
charge  of  this  parish.  The  first  church 
building  of  wood,  erected  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Fourth  Streets,  was  con- 

secrated in  1856.  This  building  was 
burned  in  1862  and  replaced  by  a  sec- 

ond building  upon  the  same  foundation 
in  1865.  Hie  present  beautiful  church 
edifice  was  the  munificent  gift  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Prendergast,  as  a 
memorial  to  her  daughter,  Catherine. 
It  is  constructed  of  Medina  sandstone, 

is  fire-proof  and  complete  in  all  its 
equipments.  It  has  a  clock  tower  which 
contains  the  only  chime  of  bells  in  the 
city.  The  present  rector  is  Rev.  John 
T.  Kerrin. 

"The  Free  Methodist  Church  was  in- 
corporated in  1874,  the  outgrowth  of  a 

class  formed  in  1871.  The  present 
church  building  was  erected  in  1884  on 
the  corner  of  Lincoln  and  East  Sev- 

enth Streets.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Pearce. 

"SS.  Peter  and  Paul  Roman  Catholic 
Church  occupies  a  fine  stone  building 
on  the  corner  of  West  Sixth  and  Cherry 

Streets.  For  a  number  of  years  James- 
town was  part  of  a  large  parish  embrac- 

ing several  towns  served  by  one  church 
official.  In  1874  a  separate  parish  was 
formed  here  under  the  care  of  Rev. 
Father  Richard  Coyle,  under  whose 
wise  administration  the  church  has 

greatly  prospered.  Rev.  Father  Shar- 
key is  associate  pastor. 

"The  English  Lutheran  Church  has  a 
modest  brick  house  of  worship  on  West 
Fourth  Street.  The  church  was  or- 

ganized by  Rev.  S.  G.  Weiskotten  in 
1877,  and  has  for  its  present  pastor, 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Jefferis. 

"The  First  Unitarian  Church  was  or- 
ganized by  Rev.  J.  G.  Townsend  as  an 

Independent  Congregational  Church  in 
1885.  Its  church  property  at  the  junc- 

tion of  East  Second  and  Chandler 
Streets  was  purchased  from  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  com- 

pletely remodeled  and  refurnished.  Rev. 
Walter  A.  Taylor  began  his  labors  as 
pastor  in  1900. 
"The  African  Methodist  Episcopal 

Zion  Church  was  organized  in  1882  as 
a  Union  Church,  but  subsequently 
placed  itself  under  the  care  of  the  Afri- 

can Methodist  Episcopal  Conference. 
It  has  a  new  church  building  on  its  lot 
on  Spring  Street.  Rev.  Henry  G.  Morse 
is  the  present  pastor. 

"The  Seventh  Day  Adventists  have  a 
church  building  on  Cherry  Street.  Rev. 
Charles  Meleen  is  pastor. 

"The  First  Church  of  Christ  (Scien- 
tist) has  a  unique  church  building  on  the 

corner  of  East  Fourth  Street  and  Pren- 
dergast Avenue. 

"A  Primitive  Methodist  Church  has 
recently  been  organized,  and  a  house 
of  worship  erected  on  Allen  Street. 
Rev.  Samuel  Darlington  is  the  pastor. 

"The  Brooklyn  Heights  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  a  neat  house  of 
worship  on  the  corner  of  Sprague  and 
Palmer  Streets.  Rev.  A.  A.  Horton  is 
the  efficient  pastor. 

"The  Salvation  Army  holds  services 
in  both  the  English  and  Swedish  lan- 

guages. There  are  also  six  chapels 
where  Sunday  Schools  and  occasional 
preaching  services  are  held. 

"There  is  also  a  Spiritualistic  and  a 
Theosophic  Society  which  meet  by  ap- 

pointment in  different  places. 

"Jamestown  has  a  large  Swedish  pop- 
ulation, and  they  are  largely  a  church 

going  people.     A  Swedish  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church  was  formed  here  as 
early  as  1852.  This  church  now  occu- 

pies a  fine  hrick  structure  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Chandler  Street  and  Foote  Ave- 

nue. Rev.  Carl  A.  Seaberg  is  the  pas- 
tor. 

"The  First  Swedish  Lutheran  Church 
was  organized  in  1857.  Rev.  Carl  Otto 
Hultgren,  D.  D.,  became  pastor  in  1864, 
Rev.  Julius  Lincoln  being  the  present 
pastor.  A  large  and  imposing  Medina 
sand  stone  church  building  is  located  on 
Chandler  Street. 

"The  Swedish  Mission  Church  was  or- 
ganized in  1879  and  has  recently  erected 

a  fine  brick  building  on  Chandler  Street. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Hjerpe  is  the  present  pas- 
tor. 

"The  Swedish  Christian  Zion  Church 
was  organized  by  members  who  with- 

drew from  the  Mission  Church  and  have 

a  fine  brick  house  of  worship  on  Col- 
lege Street.  Rev.  Constantin  Olson  is 

the  pastor. 
"The  Swedish  Immanuel  Lutheran 

Church  was  formed  from  members  who 
withdrew  from  the  First  Lutheran 

Church  in  1887.  They  have  a  commod- 
ious brick  church  on  East  Second 

Street.  Rev.  A.  M.  Benander  is  the 

pastor. 
"A  Danish  service  is  held  each  Sun- 

day in  the  church  on  Institute  Street. 

Rev.  Jens  Pedersen  is  the  pastor." 
Since  the  above  sketch  was  written 

the  Pilgrim  Memorial  Church  has  been 
located  on  Prospect  Avenue.  Rev. 

James  S.  Kittell  is  the  pastor. 

The  Salvation  Army  also  has  a  hand- 
some barracks  on  the  corner  of  Spring 

and  Third  Streets. 

The  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Ashville  and  Livingston 
Avenues.  Rev.  Charles  Reed  is  the 

pastor. 
The  Swedish  Baptist  Church  is  locat- 

ed on  Chandler  Street.  Rev.  A.  P. 

Hanson  is  the  pastor. 
The  United  Brethren  Church  is  locat- 

ed on  North  Main  Street  and  its  pres- 
ent pastor  is  Rev.  Oliver  E.  Williams. 

In  the  limited  space  at  command,  it 

is  impossible  to  more  than  sketch  a 
brief  outline  of  the  development  of  the 

schools  of  Jamestown,  which  today 

have  as  nearly  as  possible  attained  the 
goal  of  perfection.  The  first  school 
taught  in  the  village  was  during  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1814  and  181 5.  Rev. 

Amasa  West,  a  graduate  of  Williams 
College  was  the  teacher.  The  school 
room  was  in  the  old  Blowers  House. 

Seven  children,  and  we  are  told,  three 

or  four  adults  attended.  The  expense 

of  maintaining  this  school  was  borne 

by  James  Prendergast. 
The  second  school  was  taught  by  Ab- 

ner  Hazeltine,  also  a  graduate  of  Wil- 
liams College.  The  building  in  which 

this  school  was  taught  was  designated 

Prendergast's  Academy.  In  the  course 
of  time  this  name  was  dropped  and  the 
school  under  other  instructors  was 

known  as  the  Jamestown  Academv. 

Abner  Hazeltine  taught  until  the 
winter  of  1818.  In  1819  one,  Professor 

Flack,  taught  writing  and  grammar.  In 
1820  Austin  Nelson,  a  graduate  of 
Hamilton  College  was  the  teacher,  and 

he  was  followed  in  1821  by  Thomas Walkup. 

In  1822  the  Pine  Street  school  house 

was  erected  by  subscription  by  the  anti- 
Prendergast  faction,  and  for  a  time 

there  was  what  might  be  termed  compe- 
tition in  educational  institutions.  Among 

the  teachers  who  directed  affairs  at  the 

Pine  Street  school  house  may  be  men- 

tioned Richard  F.  Fenton,  Henry  Gif- 
ford,  Elisha  Hall,  Isaac  Eddy  Jr.,  and 

Orrel  Green.  Among  the  teachers  of 
the  same  period  at  the  Academv  were 
Rev.  Lewis  C.  Todd  and  Samuel  Brown. 

In  1825  Rev.  Philip  Smith,  a  Baptist 

clergyman,  came  to  Jamestown  and 

opened  a  select  school. 

John  Foster  Allen,  a  graduate  of 

Middlebury  College,  Vermont,  succeed- 
ed Rev.  Smith  and  he  was  followed  by 

James    Boutelle    who    remained  until i835- 

April  16,  1836,  the  Jamestown  Acad- 



668 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

emy  was  incorporated  and  in  1839  came 
under  the  control  of  the  Regents  of  the 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

and  consequently  was  entitled  to  its 
share  of  the  literature  fund. 

The  existing  school  system  proved 
inadequate  in  the  early  sixties  and  July 

13,  1863,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Jones' 
Hall  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 

project  of  a  union  school.  Through 
the  influence  of  Miss  Calista  S.  Jones, 

who  for  many  years  was  a  teacher  in 

the  Jamestown  schools,  the  plan  was 

adopted  and  August  24,  1863,  it  was  de- 
cided to  purchase  the  Pier  property 

consisting  of  ten  acres  located  between 
East  Second  Street  and  the  outlet,  and 

two  days  later  the  purchase  was  made. 
A  handsome  brick  school  building  was 
erected  thereon  at  an  ultimate  cost  of 

seventy  thousand  dollars,  and  July  9, 

1865,  it  was  resolved  to  tender  the  man- 
agement of  the  village  schools  to  Prof. 

Samuel  G.  Love,  who  had  taught  in  the 
Buffalo  public  schools  and  was  at  that 

time  Principal  of  the  Academy  at  Ran- 
dolph. 

The  engagement  of  Professor  Love 
was  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 

Jamestown  schools,  for  to  him  more 

than  any  other  person  is  due  the  mag- 
nificent school  system  of  today. 

Through  his  energetic  efforts  a  system 

of  manual  training  was  adopted  in  the 
schools  and  this  system  has  since  been 

copied  by  many  of  the  schools  of  the 
state.  He  also  introduced  other  inno- 

vations in  educational  work  and  for 

many  years  he  was  regarded  and  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  progressive 

educators  in  the  state.  The  school  un- 

der his  management  easily  held  first 

place  on  the  list  of  educational  institu- 
tions and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  add  that  the 

high  standard  established  by  him  has 
since  been  maintained  by  his  successor, 

Prof.  Rq villus  R.  Rogers,  the  present 
Superintendent  of  the  schools. 

Professor  Love  remained  at  the  head 

of  the  Jamestown  schools  until  March, 

1890,  when  he  resigned  to  take  the  po- 
sition of  Librarian  of  the  James  Pren- 

dergast  Library,  a  position  which  he 
was  well  qualified  to  fill,  and  which  he 
did  fill  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 

cerned until  his  death  which  occurred 

November  12,  1893.  Associated  with 

Superintendent  Love  were  two  teach- 
ers whose  names  should  not  be  omitted 

from  any  account  of  the  schools  of 

Jamestown.  One  was  Miss  Calista  S. 
Jones.  She  entered  the  schools  in  the 

early  days  and  remained  until  the  time 
of  her  death  in  the  year  1900.  The  other 

is  Mrs.  Sarah  Hall  who  renectly  cele- 
brated the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  her 

connection  with  the  schools. 

Many  changes  were  made  during 

Professor  Love's  administration.  When 
he  came  to  Jamestown  there  were  two 

distinct  systems,  the  Union  School  and 
the  Academy.  To  unite  these  systems 

was  not  so  easy  an  undertaking  as  one 

might  imagine.  The  Trustees  of  the 
Academy  were  reluctant  to  release  their 
control  but  August  15,  1865,  they  did 

make  a  proposition  to  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation of  the  Union  School  to  unite 

in  procuring  an  act  wherebv  the  pupils 

of  the  school  district  might  be  instruct- 
ed in  the  Academy  on  terms  mutually 

agreeable.  The  Board  of  Education, 
however,  insisted  on  the  consolidation 

of  the  two  systems,  believing  that  the 

stockholders  of  the  Academv,  or  a  ma- 

jority of  them,  were  favorable  to  such 
project.  That  this  belief  was  well 
founded  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  on 

January  9,  1866,  these  stockholders 
elected  a  Board  of  Trustees  who  Jan- 

uary 27  adopted  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  Board  transfer  the  Acad- 

emy property  to  the  Union  School  Dis- 
trict whenever  the  proposition  be  ac- 

cepted by  the  voters  of  the  district.  The 
voters  held  a  meeting  March  23,  1866, 
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and  voted  in  favor  of  acceptance,  and 

thus  the  two  conflicting-  school  systems 
were  wisely  merged  in  one. 

Among  those  who  have  been  connect- 
ed with  the  Jamestown  schools  as 

Principal  are :  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Albro, 

1870-1876;  A.  Frank  Tenks,  1876-1879; 
William  H.  Truesdale,  1879-1881  ;  Ro- 

villus  R.  Rogers,  1881-1890;  Frank  S. 

Thorpe,  1890-1897;  Almon  N.  Taylor, 
1897-1899;  Milton  J.  Fletcher,  to  date. 

For  many  years  after  the  organization 
of  the  Union  Free  School  District,  the 
boundaries  of  the  school  district  did  not 

include  the  entire  village,  a  district 

school  in  East  Jamestown  beine  inde- 
pendent of  the  Union  School  District. 

In  1887  the  boundaries  were  made  co- 
terminous with  the  boundaries  of  the 

city,  but  the  management  of  the  schools 
was  vested  in  the  Board  of  Education 

which  happily  has  been  kept  free  from 
the  taint  of  partisan  politics.  About 

this  time  the  designation  "Jamestown 

Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute" 
was  dropped  and  the  Academic  De- 

partment became  the  Jamestown  City 

High  School.  Still  later  the  word 

"City"  was  discarded  and  the  depart- 
ment is  now  simply  known  as  the 

Jamestown  High  School. 

December  21,  1879,  James  Prender- 
gast,  son  of  the  founder  of  Jamestown, 
and  last  of  his  race,  died  after  a  brief 

illness  in  Buffalo,  and  it  may  be  as  ap- 
propriate here  as  elsewhere  to  digress 

for  a  moment  to  recapitulate  briefly  the 

history  of  the  family  and  to  mention 

the  monuments  that  are  left  in  James- 
town to  perpetuate  its  memory. 

James  Prendergast,  the  elder,  came 

of  sturdy  stock,  the  family  being  of 
mixed  Scotch  and  Irish  descent.  James 

was  married  in  the  spring  of  1807  to 

Agnes  Thompson  of  Rensselaer  Coun- 
ty who  brought  with  her  a  dower  of 

seventeen  thousand  dollars.  She  is  de- 

scribed by  an  appreciative  writer  as  a 

lady  of  literary  tastes  and  a  notable 

housewife.  "It  was  her  custom,"  con- 
tinues the  writer,  "to  have  the  family 

of  every  new  comer  take  their  first  meal 
in  Jamestown  with  her,  and  she  always 
sent  them  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  pail  of 

soft  soap,  as  the  first  requisites  for  be- 

ginning pioneer  housekeeping." 
February  3,  1809,  Alexander  T.  Pren- 

dergast was  born,  and  he  was  a  boy  two 

years  old  when  his  father  finally  settled 
in  Jamestown.  For  many  years  James 

Prendergast  was  the  leading  man  of 
Western  New  York.  He  was  the  first 

Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  the 

first  Postmaster  of  the  Village  of  James- 
town and  also  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleas.  In  1837  he  removed 
from  the  village  he  had  founded  and 

for  a  time  took  up  his  residence  in 

Ripley.  In  1841  he  removed  from  Rip- 
ley to  the  Town  of  Kiantone  and  spent 

the  remaining  years  of  his  life  on  an 
estate  which  he  had  purchased  in  1809. 

He  died  in  1846  respected  and  beloved 

by  all  who  knew  him.  One  of  his  con- 
temporaries in  an  aopreciative  descrip- 

tion says  he  was  "a  large  man,  of  fine 
personal  appearance,  courtly  and  digni- 

fied in  his  manner  and  an  accomplished 

gentleman." 
Alexander  T.  Prendergast,  the  son, 

was  educated  in  the  Jamestown  district 
school  and  Jamestown  Academy  and  at 

the  age  of  nineteen  was  fitted  to  enter 

college.  He  preferred  to  begin  his  bus- 
iness activities  at  once  and  his  next  few 

years  were  devoted  to  the  management 

of  his  father's  estate.  An  appreciative 
biographer  in  speaking  of  him  says : 

"When  the  Prendergasts,  father  and 
son,  closed  out  in  Jamestown  they  held 
notes  aganist  many  people  for  supplies 
from  the  grist  and  lumber  mills,  money 
loaned  on  personal  property  exclusive 
of  real  estate  obligations  to  the  amount 
of  over  ten  thousand  dollars.  These 

they  quietly  burned.  Alexander  T. 
Prendergast  lost  on  interest  alone  on 
one  extended  transaction  over  ten 
thousand  dollars,  which  a  rigorous  and 
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perfectly  just  enforcement  of  the  terms 
of  the  bond  would  have  given  him.  In- 

stances could  be  multiplied  numerously 
of  his  generosity. 

"In  intercourse  with  their  neighbors 
on  their  Kiantone  farm  the  same  large 
heartedness  was  proverbial.  One  point 
to  illustrate.  Three  different  years 
after  he  removed  to  the  farm  hay  had 
been  up  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton. 
It  was  his  providential  practice  to  carry 
over  a  supply  of  hay  and  on  such  occa- 

sions he  always  sold  this  hay  at  prices 
prevailing  before  this  scarcity,  always 
giving  preference  to  his  neighbors  who 
were  the  most  needy,  and  giving  credit 
to  those  who  had  no  ready  means.  The 
well  to  do  and  those  who  came  with 

cash  in  hand  were  sent  to  other  sellers." 
Alexander  T.  Prendergast  was  mar- 

ried April  1 6,  1847,  t°  Mary  Nor- 
ton. They  had  two  children,  James, 

born  June  18,  1848,  and  Catherine  Mer- 
ritt,  born  April  2,  1854.  Catherine  died 

at  the  age  of  ten  years  but  James  grew 
to  manhood,  took  a  course  of  study  in 

Yale  College,  graduated  from  the  Co- 
lumbia Law  School,  spent  a  short  time 

in  the  law  offices  of  Cook  and  Lock- 

wood,  and  eventually  organized  the  law 
firm  of  Green,  Prendergast  &  Wiltsie, 

which  firm  subsequently  became  Green, 
Prendergast  &  Benedict. 

Proud  of  the  achievements  of  his 

grandfather  young  Prendergast  early 
conceived  the  idea  of  perpetuating  his 
memory  and  in  1873  he  contributed  two 

thousand  dollars  towards  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  fire  company  which  today 

bears  his  name. 

In  1 871  he  commenced  to  make  in- 
vestments in  real  estate  and  before  his 

death  he  owned  over  one  hundred  and 

forty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  land  in 
Jamestown.  He  built  the  business  block 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third  Streets 

at  a  cost  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars, 
and  he  devoted  much  time  and  attention 

to  plans  for  beautifying  the  streets  and 
parks  of  the  town,  plans  which  owing 
to  his  untimely  death  were  never  carried 
out. 

In  1878  he  was  elected  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  district  to  the  New 

York  State  Assembly  and  he  served  one 
term.  His  death  was  unexpected.  He 

had  been  in  Buffalo  taking  treatment 
for  a  period  of  three  weeks  and  it  was 

not  supposed  that  he  was  in  any  im- 
mediate danger  at  least.  The  newspa- 

pers of  the  day  devoted  much  space  to 
eulogies  of  his  work  and  worth  in  the 
community  and  many  of  the  public  and 

private  buildings  were  draped  in  mourn- 

ing immediately  after  the  announce- 
ment of  his  death  was  made.  These 

symbols  of  grief  remained  until  after 
the  funeral  which  was  held  Fridav  morn- 

ing, December  26,  at  St.  Luke's  Church, 
Rev.  S.  Buforcl,  rector  of  St.  Luke's 
Church,  officiating.  Members  of  Pren- 

dergast Hose,  the  G.  E.  C.  Club,  Mount 

Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  Ellicott  Lodge,  Independent 

Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  organi- 
zations he  was  a  member,  attended  in 

a  body.  The  bearers  were  Robert  N. 
Marvin,  Albert  Gilbert  Jr.,  Frank  E. 

Gifford,  representing  the  G.  E.  C.  Club, 
and  Messrs.  R.  A.  Osmer,  Henry  C. 

Lay  and  E.  Green,  Jr.,  representing 

Prendergast  Hose.  Resolutions  of  re- 

gret were  adopted  by  the  various  or- 
ganizations of  which  he  was  a  member 

and  these  resolutions,  together  with  the 
text  of  the  funeral  sermon  and  a  brief 

sketch  of  the  family  of  which  he  was 

the  last  descendant,  were  compiled  in 
a  neat  little  memorial  volume  prepared 

by  the  following  committee :  C.  E. 
Bishop,  for  the  citizens  of  Jamestown ; 

O.  E.  Jones,  for  the  Jamestown  Board 
of  Trade  ;  Jerome  B.  S.  Fisher,  for  the 
Bar  of  Jamestown ;  Daniel  H.  Post,  for 

Prendergast  Hose  ;  E.  F.  Carpenter  for 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge  ;  H.  S.  Hall  for 
Ellicott  Lodge  ;  Robert  N.  Marvin,  for 
the  G.  E.  C.  Club. 

In  the  settlement  of  his  affairs  after 
his  death  his  relatives  found  a  brief 

memoranda  requesting  that  the  proper- 
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ty  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third 
Streets  should  be  made  available  as  an 

endowment  for  a  free  public  library. 

This  was  simply  a  request,  but  his  par- 

ents scrupulously  followed  his  direc- 
tions. January  2,  1880,  the  James 

Prendergast  Library  Association  was 

incorporated  by  act  of  Legislature  and 

January  3,  1880,  the  association  was 
duly  organized  and  took  the  title  of  the 
property.  The  articles  of  incorporation 
were  drawn  by  Hon.  Eleazer  Green 
who  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 

work  and  contributed  materially  to- 
wards its  success. 

Marv  Prendergast,  the  surviving  par- 

ent of  James  Prendergast,  died  at  Roch- 
ester December  22,  1889,  and  when  her 

will  was  read  it  was  found  that  the  bulk 

of  her  estate  was  to  be  used  for  public 
objects.  Robert  N.  Marvin  and  Willis 
O.  Benedict  were  named  as  executors, 

and  they  fulfilled  the  trust  imposed  upon 

them  with  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity. 
Summarized  the  various  Prendergast 

bequests  are  as  follows : 

The  James  Prendergast  Library 
building  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars  and  furnished 

with  an  art  gallery  at  a  cost  of  forty-five 
thousand  dollars.  The  grounds  upon 

which  the  building  is  located  cover  an 

entire  city  square  in  one  of  the  most 

sightly  sections  of  the  city.  It  was 

opened  to  the  public  December  1,  1891. 
It  then  contained  eight  thousand  six 

hundred  sixty-six  volumes.  This  num- 
ber has  been  increased  from  year  to 

year  and  at  the  present  time  it  contains 

twenty  thousand  two  hundred  forty- 
three  volumes.  During  the  thirteen 

years  the  library  has  been  open  a  care- 
ful count  has  been  kept  of  the  number 

of  volumes  loaned  and  the  number  of 

persons  who  have  visited  the  reading 

rooms.  From  year  to  year  this  num- 

ber has  gradually  increased.  For  ex- 
ample, the  number  of  books  taken  from 

the  library  at  the  time  the  second  an- 
nual report  was  made  was  thirty-eight 

thousand  seven  hundred  twenty-seven ; 

the  third  annual  report  shows  thirty- 

nine  thousand  eight  hundred  sixty- 

seven  ;  the  fourth,  forty-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  ninety-four,  and  so  on 
down  to  the  thirteenth,  which  shows 

that  during  the  preceding  years  there 

was  loaned  from  the  library  seventy- 

four  thousand  one  hundred  eighty-four 
volumes,  and  including  two  half  years 
in  the  report  from  the  opening  date,  the 
entire  number  of  books  which  have 

been  taken  foots  up  to  the  grand  total 
of  seven  hundred  fifty  thousand,  three 

hundred  forty-nine. 
A  handsome  bronze  drinking  foun- 

tain was  erected  near  one  of  the  main 

entrances  to  Lake  View  Cemetery  at 
a  cost  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  magnificent  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
Church  edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 

one  hundred  twenty-five  thousand  dol- lars. 

The  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  was 

set  aside  and  the  income  derived  there- 

from is  divided  annually  into  four  prizes 

to  be  paid  to  students  in  the  James- 
town schools  for  superior  merit  in 

scholarship,  the  same  to  be  determined 

by  competitive  examinations. 
The  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  was 

set  aside  and  the  income  derived  there- 

from is  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  library  of  the  Mission 

Sunday  School  conducted  under  the 

auspices  of  the  Woman's  Christian  As- sociation. 

The  rental  of  the  Prendergast  build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third 

Streets  provides  an  income  sufficient  to 

defray  the  operating  expenses  of  the 
library.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the 

Prendergast  family  imposed  no  restric- 
tions for  they  not  only  built  the  library 

but  they  equipped  it,  and  provided  an 
endowment  sufficient  to  support  it  for 
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all  time  to  come.  The  library  is  a  model 
of  its  kind,  the  pride  of  the  city.  The 
art  gallery  is  the  finest  in  Western  New 
York. 

The  Trustees  are  Elliot  C.  Hall,  Rob- 

ert N.  Marvin,  Frank  E.  Gifford,  Elea- 
zer  Green,  William  H.  Proudfit,  Lucius 
I!.  Warner  and  Shelden  B.  Broadhead. 

The  library  force  is  Miss  M.  E.  Hazel- 
tine,  Librarian;  Mrs.  Hattie  B.  Love, 

Miss  Eline  Ljungberg,  Miss  Josephine 

Tuckerniaia  ;  the  janitor  is  Frank  Ran- 
dall . 

Elsewhere  will  be  found  an  extended 

account  of  the  development  of  the  rail- 
way facilities  of  Chautauqua  County, 

and  it  will  therefore  be  unnecessary  to 
more  than  mention  the  fact  that  the 

first  railroad  to  reach  the  village  was 
the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western,  which 

is  now  a  part  of  the  Erie  system.  This 

road  was  originally  what  was  known 

as  a  broad  guage,  but  years  later  was 

changed  to  a  standard  guage.  Its  con- 
struction was  brought  about  largely  by 

the  untiring  efforts  of  the  late  Judge 

Richard  P.  Marvin,  who  with  much  per- 
sistency overcame  obstacle  after  obsta- 

cle until  the  enterprise  was  assured. 

The  first  train  reached  Jamestown  Au- 

gust 23,  i860.  It  was  an  event  of  inter- 
national interest.  The  London  News 

of  November  10,  i860,  published  a  half- 
page  steel  engraving  which  has  been 

reproduced  in  a  small  half-tone  cut  that 

is  published  in  this  work.  Accompany- 
ing the  picture  was  the  following  text : 

The  first  train  of  the  Atlantic  and 

Great  Western  Railway  has  sped  its 

course,  and  the  stupendous  undertaking 
which  for  ten  years  has  occupied  the 
attention  and  absorbed  the  capital  of 
commercial  and  moneyed  men  has  at 
length  reached  a  stage  of  its  completion 

that  almost  guarantees  a  rapid  but  in- 
disputable success.  To  appreciate  the 

importance  of  the  event,  which  our  en- 
graving illustrates,  the  arrival  of  the 

first  train  from  New  York  at  James- 
town, State  of  New  York,  the  reader 

should  be  informed  that  the  line  just 

opened  is  remarkable  for  completing  the 

junction,  without  which  two  great  rail- 
roads in  the  region  which  it  traverses 

have  heretofore  been  deprived  of  half 
their  utility.  It  is  remarkable,  too,  as 

supplying  an  immediate  connected  high 
way  from  the  chief  emporium  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Mississippi  River 
and  all  the  vast  regions  watered  by 

those  giant  streams.    *    *    *    *    *  * 
When  T.  W.  Kennard  conducted 

the  first  train  upon  the  Atlantic 
and  Great  Western  Railway  he  was 
received  at  Jamestown  with  a  public 
demonstration  and  at  the  dinner  given 
to  celebrate  the  event,  all  the  magnates 

of  the  company  were  present  in  person 

or  by  proxy.  Senor  Salamanca  was 
represented  by  Senor  Deosdado ;  the 
Duke  of  Rianzares  by  Senor  Navarro ; 

James  McHenry  by  Mr.  Thallen ;  the 
Trustees  by  Mr.  Goddard  ;  the  managers 
of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railway  by 

Mr.  Divan ;  the  Erie  and  New  York 

City  Railroad  by  Mr.  Lowry.  At  the 
termination  of  this  festival,  a  much  bet- 

ter one  was  speedilv  commenced  and 

kept  up  from  day  to  day  in  the  constant 

passing  and  repassing  of  the  local  traf- 
fic which  had  been  so  long  awaiting  its 

iron  pathway.  One  extraordinary  feat- 
ure of  this  traffic  is  the  weeklv  trans- 
port of  about  five  hundred  tons  (nearly 

one  hundred  tons  a  day)  of  native  coal 

oil  which  actually  arises  from  the  earth 

in  the  vicinity  of  some  stations  in  col- 
umns like  the  fountains  of  Trafalgar 

Square,  and  in  a  state  almost  ready  for 
consumption. 

Undoubtedly  the  completion  of  this 
road  marks  an  era  in  the  industrial  de- 

velopment of  Jamestown,  for  without 

railroad  facilities  the  growth  of  the  vil- 
lage would  necessarily  have  been 

checked. 
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FRANK  H.  PETERSON. 

EARLY  SWEDISH  SET1 

Another  important  factor  to  the  de- 

velopment of  the  village  was  the  emi- 
gration of  natives  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 

way to  this  section.  They  began  com- 
ing in  1849.  Olaf  A.  Olson  who  sev- 
eral years  ago  wrote  a  brief  article  for 

Furgesson's  History,  says  these  three 
young  women  were  the  first  actual 

Swedish  settlers  and  that  "one  of  these 
women  married  Frank  Peterson,  a  well 
to  do  farmer  near  Levant ;  another  mar- 

ried Otto  Peterson  of  Jamestown,  while 
the  third  settled  further  west." 

The  next  to  come  were  Samuel  John- 
son, and  Andrew  Peterson.  They  came 

in  1849.  The  next  settlers  were  Otto 

and  Frank  Peterson  who  came  in  1850; 
the  next  Andrew  P.  Peterson  and  wife 

in  1 85 1,  and  a  year  later  the  additional 
arrivals  were  Lars  A.  Johnson,  Nils  J. 
Swanson,  Peter  Johnson  and  Andrew 
Peterson.    Mr.  Olson  further  says  : 

"The  writer  has  interviewed  some 
twenty  of  these  old  Swedes.  A  few  of 
them  had  some  experience  here  with 
sharpers,  who  would  now  and  then  re- 

fuse them  the  right  change  and  with- 
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hold  expected  wages.  The  majority, 
however,  speak  in  unqualified  high 
terms  of  the  generosity  of  the  Ameri- 

cans. The  names  of  Falconer,  Albert 

Jones,  Elijah  Bishop  and  others  are 
very  dear  to  these  early  Swedish  set- 

tlers. The  first  female  child  of  Swedish 
parents  was  born  to  Andrew  Peterson 
and  wife  ;  the  first  male  child  born  De- 

cember 29,  1 85 1,  was  Theodore,  son  of 
Samuel  Johnson  and  wife.  The  girl 
died  in  infancy,  whereas  Theodore  is 
still  alive,  the  first  male  Swede  of  the 

second  generation  in  Jamestown." 
That  Jamestown  was  fortunate  in 

having  this  class  of  emigrants,  there 

can  be  no  question.  The  Swedish  peo- 
ple are  intelligent,  industrious,  thrifty, 

patriotic  and  law  abiding.  Thev  pro- 
vide liberal  support  for  schools  and 

churches,  and  without  detracting  in  any 

degree  from  the  fame  of  the  founders 

of  the  village,  it  is  but  fair  to  say  they 

have  contributed  materially  towards 

the  prosperity  of  the  community  and 

have  been  an  important  factor  in  its 

growth  and  development. 
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Chapter  II. 

The  City  of  Jamestown. 

Jamestown  remained  a  village  long 
after  less  populous  and  progressive 

towns  had  assumed  the  titles  and  dig- 

nities of  "cities"  and  in  the  early  eight- 
ies there  was  considerable  discussion 

in  Jamestown  regarding  the  advisability 

of  changing  to  a  city  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  old  village  charter,  which 

was  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements 

of  the  earlier  days,  had  long  since  out- 

lived its  usefulness.  The  demand  for  in- 

corporation became  more  and  more  in- 
sistent year  by  year  and  ultimately  this 

demand  assumed  concrete  form  in  the 

shape  of  the  following  petition  which 

was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees at  a  meeting  held  February  23, 

1885: 

"To  the  honorables,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Village  of  Jamestown, 
New  York.,  we  the  undersigned,  thor- 

oughly believing  that  this  village  has 
outgrown  its  charter  and  that  a  city 
form  of  charter  would  better  enable  the 

authorities  to  transact  the  public  busi- 
ness, do  hereby  petition  your  honorable 

body  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  citi- 
zens at  such  time  and  place  as  you  deem 

proper  to  consider  the  proposition  to 
draft  and  adopt  a  new  charter : 

"William  Broadhead  &  Sons,  N.  W. 
Gokey  &  Son,  Columbia  Drill  Company, 
O.  E.  Jones,  Jerome  Preston,  Alonzo 
Kent,  Sidney  Jones,  E.  C.  Bailey,  S.  N. 
Bolton,  J.  D.  Palmer,  L.  B.  Warner, 
Dickinson  &  Livingston,  William  H. 
Proudfit,  C.  R.  Lockwood,  Edward  R. 
Bootey,  W.  O.  Benedict,  J.  B.  Fisher, 
E.  Morgan,  J.  T.  Larmonth,  Fred  P. 

Todd,  R.  P.  Marvin,  Fred  T.  Powell, 
F.  E.  Gifford,  Edward  L.  Hall,  Mar- 

shall Firman,  Henry  C.  Hitchcock,  John 
T.  Wilson,  W.  F.  Endress,  Vandergrift 
Manufacturing  Companv,  W.  |.  Weeks, 

A.  Sisson,  H.  P.  Hall,  D.  H."  Grandin, W.  H.  Sprague,  J.  J.  Aldrich,  J.  H. 
Camp,  A.  R.  Catlin,  Erie  L.  Hall,  E.  P. 
Putnam,  R.  N.  Marvin,  John  A.  Hall 
&  Son,  Hatch  &  Crane,  Jamestown 
Water  Supply  Company,  Jamestown 
Gas  Company,  J.  Whitley,  A.  E.  Allen, 
Jamestown  Bottling;  Comoany,  Daniel 
H.  Post,  E.  M.  Peterson,  H.  R.  Lewis, 
Edward  Appleyard,  C.  W.  Grant,  O.  F. 
Price,  Frederick  W.  Hyde,  C.  Hitch- 
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cock,  Thomas  Henry  Smith,  N.  R. 
Thompson,  T.  R.  Forbes,  Bradshaw  & 
Fairbank,  F..  A.  Fuller,  Jr.,  Seth  E. 

Milspaw." 
In  response  to  this  petition  the  Board 

issued  a  call  for  a  public  meeting  of  cit- 
izens to  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Feb- 
ruary 27  in  the  Prendergast  Hose  rooms 

in  the  Prendergast  building,  and  in  this 

call  the  importance  of  a  general  attend- 
ance at  the  meeting  was  emphasized. 

Much  interest  was  shown  by  the  citizens 
and  the  meeting  was  well  attended. 
Frank  E.  Gifford  called  the  assemblage 

to  order,  and  the  meeting  was  organized 

by  the  election  of  Robert  N.  Marvin 
as  Chairman  and  Frederick  W.  Hyde  as 

Secretary.  The  discussion  developed 

the  fact  that  the  City  of  Dunkirk  was 
working  under  a  charter  which  it  was 
believed,  would  with  a  few  amendments, 

meet  the  needs  of  Jamestown,  and  be- 
fore proceeding  further  it  was  decided 

to  investigate  this  charter.  According- 

ly the  Chairman  was  empowered  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  four,  two  Trustees 

and  two  citizens,  to  visit  Dunkirk  and 

obtain  such  information  as  was  required. 

The  chair  appointed  as  such  committee 

A.  N.  Broadhead  and  John  J.  Whitney 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Hon.  Por- 

ter Sheldon  and  L.  B.  Warner  of  the 

citizens.  This  committee  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  imposed  upon 

it  visited  Dunkirk  and  in  due  time  re- 

ported. It  was  then  decided  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  ten  to  draft  a  charter 

and  as  such  committee  the  following 
gentlemen  were  named  :  Hon.  Robert 
N.  Marvin,  A.  N.  Broadhead,  F.  E. 

Gifford,  Hon.  Porter  Sheldon,  John  T. 

Wilson,  Orsino  E.  Jones,  John  J.  Whit- 
ney, James  I.  Fowler,  Hon.  Jerome 

Preston  and  Hon.  Oscar  F.  Price. 

Nearly  a  year  was  spent  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  various  details  incident  to 

the  preparation  of  a  city  charter.  Among 

other  things  suggested  was  to  have  a 

representation  of  one  Supervisor  from 

each  of  the  five  wards  of  the  city,  and 

this  naturally  engendered  opposition  on 

the  outside  in  the  country  towns.  Ulti- 
mately a  compromise  was  effected 

whereby  the  city  was  to  be  represented 
by  two  instead  of  five  Supervisors.  At 
last  the  proposed  charter,  perfected  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  was 

passed  by  the  Legislature  March  31, 
1886.  The  act  was  promptly  signed  by 

Governor  David  B.  Hill  and  Jamestown 

became  a. full  fledged  city.  By  the  pro- 

visions of  this  charter  the  city  was  divid- 
ed into  five  wards.  The  legislative 

branch  was  vested  in  a  Common  Coun- 

cil or  Board  of  Aldermen  with  two  rep- 
resentatives from  each  ward.  The  exe- 

cutive authority  was  vested  in  the  May- 
or. The  first  election  was  held  April  13, 

1886,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Mayor, 

Oscar  F.  Price ;  City  Clerk,  Fred  R. 
Peterson  ;  Aldermen,  First  Ward,  Adam 

Ports,  John  G.  Wicks ;  Second  Ward, 
W.  T.  Bradshaw,  T.  E.  Grandin  ;  Third 

Ward,  C.  F.  Hedman,  J.  S.  Ellis; 
Fourth  Ward,  Conrad  A.  Hult,  E.  F. 

Carpenter;  Fifth  Ward,  H.  S.  Hall,  E. 
R.  Bootey ;  Police  Justice,  Henry  J. 

Yates ;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Marshall 

P.  Strunk,  DeForest  D.  Woodford,  Eg- 
burt  E.  Woodbury,  Herbert  U.  Bain; 

Assessors,  James  C.  Swanson,  John  W. 

Johnson,  John  M.  Farnham.  There  was 
no  contest  for  the  office  of  Mayor.  The 
total  vote  was  nineteen  hundred  fifty,  of 
which  number  Mr.  Price  received  sev- 

enteen hundred  eighty. 

The  change  from  a  village  to  a  city 

government  took  place  on  the  evening 
of  April  19,  1886,  on  which  occasion  the 
old  Board  of  Trustees  met,  canvassed 
the  vote  of  the  election  declared  the  re- 

sult. In  retiring,  Major  Hiram  Smith, 
one  of  the  Trustees  took  occasion  to 

review  briefly  the  past  history  of  James- 
town and  express  his  confidence  in  the 

ability  and  integrity  of  the  newly  elect- 

ed officials.  "1  am  one,"  said  he,  "who 
cheerfully  surrenders  to  the  new  admin- 
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istration  the  affairs  of  the  village.  I 
believe  thev  are  capable  men.  I  hope 
you,  the  Aldermen,  will  so  guard  the 
public  interests  as  to  satisfy  yourselves 
and  your  constituents,  and  the  verdict 
shall  be  at  the  close  of  your  service, 

'Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful  ser- 

vant'." 
Mr.  Smith's  remarks  were  applauded 

by  the  assemblage.  President  John 
Cadwell  thanked  Major  Smith  in  behalf 

of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  his  appro- 
priate remarks.  The  formal  ceremony 

of  declaring  the  old  Village  Board  ad- 
journed sine  die  then  occurred,  after 

which  President  Cadwell  delivered  the 

following  address  : 

"Mayor  Price: — As  I  resign  this 
chair  to  you,  allow  me  in  the  name  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Village  of 
Jamestown  to  congratulate  you  and  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  upon  your  election 
to  the  responsible  position  you  will  fill 
in  the  new  city  government.  You  are 
here  today  the  proud  representative  of 
the  new ;  we  are  the  no  less  proud  rep- 

resentatives of  the  old.  You  look  for- 
ward with  hope  to  the  future.  We  look 

back  with  pride  on  the  past.  You  look 
upon  the  child  born  today,  we  on  one 
born  nearly  sixty  years  ago  and  now 
grown  gray  and  very  near  the  end  of 
life.  Within  a  few  short  years  and  even 
months,  many  who  knew  this  child  in 
its  early  life  have  passed  away.    A  few 

are  with  us  yet,  their  bowed  forms  and 
silvered  heads  attesting  to  the  struggles 
and  trials  as  well  as  the  triumphs  of  the 
battle  this  young  life  fought.  They 
tell  us  how  the  pine  woods  covered  the 

grounds  where  our  busy  streets  are  to- 
day and  the  thick  forests  stood  on  the 

hillsides  where  now  stands  their  pleas- 
ant homes.  They  stand  here  with  us 

today  with  memories  of  the  past,  look- 
ing with  thoughtful  eyes  into  the  future. 

"And  what  of  the  future  city  ?  Will 
her  record  equal  that  of  the  village  of 
the  past  ?  Will  she  be  a  Pearl  City  in 
fact  as  well  as  in  name  with  all  that  the 

name  suggests  to  us — not  a  brilliant 
luster  that  will  dim  and  tarnish  by  bad 
laws,  badly  administered,  but  instead 
like  the  mother  of  pearl,  gathering  to 
herself  all  that  is  best  and  wise  legisla- 

tion honorably  administered,  shining 

with  a  pure  undimmed  light?  We  be- 
lieve it  will  be  so  that  your  honorable 

body  will  sink  all  personal  and  partisan 
feeling  and  do  that  which  is  wisest  and 
best  for  us  all ;  that  sixty  years  hence 
there  will  be  citizens  who  will  look  back 

upon  those  years  with  as  much  pride 
as  we  do  upon  those  now  so  nearly  end- 
ed. 

"And  now  sir,  we  of  the  old,  lay  our 
burdens  upon  your  shoulders,  of  the 
new,  and  doing  so  with  heartfelt  sin- 

cerity, wish  you  God  speed  and  all  honor 
and  prosperity  to  the  City  of  James- 

town." 

Mayor  Price  immediately  submitted 
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his  first  message,  an  admirably  written, 

concise  review  of  the  affairs  of  the  city 
in  relation  to  its  finances  and  methods 

of  government.  Prefacing  this  mes- 

sage with  the  comment  that  "it  is  par- 
ticularly fit  that  at  the  outset  of  the  new 

government,  we  who  are  but  its  agents 

should  understand  each  other,"  he  con- 
tinued : 

"The  management  of  local  affairs  be- 
longs to  the  people  concerned  because 

they  best  understand  and  are  most  com- 
petent to  control  them.  There  is  not, 

nor  could  there  be  any  constitutional 
standard  or  measure  of  local  power. 
A  city  of  a  hundred  thousand  needs  a 
more  elaborate  scheme  of  government 
than  one  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand.  A 

city  of  fifteen  thousand  cannot  be  oper- 
ated with  the  legislative  restrictions  im- 

posed upon  a  village  of  a  thousand  or 
two.  It,  therefore,  became  advisable 
that  our  form  of  government  should  be 
changed  and  the  state  having  in  mind 
our  growing  prosperity  and  our  future 
as  well  as  our  present  needs,  created  us 
a  city  and  conferred  upon  us  powers  in 
advance  of  our  present  necessities,  with 
such  limitations  and  safeguards,  leaving 
much  still  to  the  people,  that  those  pow- 

ers might  not  easily  be  abused. 

"Municipalities  have  powers  that  ner- 
tain  to  their  private  existence  and  oth- 

ers that  are  of  a  public  nature.  In  the 
first  capacity  they  may  purchase  and 
acquire  property  and  they  have  the  right 

to  protect  it  and  they  may,  acting  with- 
in the  scope  of  their  charter,  enter 

into  contracts  as  can  the  individual  or 
other  corporation.  On  the  other  hand 
viewed  in  its  relation  to  the  public,  a 
municipal  corporation  is  merely  an 
agent  of  government.  State  duties  are 
apportioned  for  performance  between 
a  local  government  and  the  several  po- 

litical divisions,  and  it  is  upon  this  the- 
ory that  we  are  required  to  maintain 

local  courts,  local  police,  and  to  keep  in 
repair  highways  and  bridges ;  to  pre- 

serve order  and  the  public  peace  in  our midst. 

"Great  manufactories  representing  in- 
vestments of  hundreds  of  thousands, 

and  employing  thousands  of  our  people, 
have  grown  up  among  us.  For  all  this 
we  are  largely  indebted  to  the  public 
spirit  and  the  liberality  of  our  citizens, 
and  the  history  of  our  past  in  this  re- 

gard should  be  the  history  of  our  future. 
Of  such  a  community  particularly  ener- 

getic and  ambitious  of  nearly  "  fifteen thousand  citizens,  of  a  city  of  constant 
growth  we  are  the  representatives,  and 
to  a  large  extent  welfare  and  prosperity 
are  in  our  keeping.  They  have  the  right 
to  expect  protection  to  their  persons 
and  property,  and  an  honest  and  eco- 

nomical government." 
The  public  debt  of  the  village  at  this 

time  was  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred 
forty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents, 
of  which  sum  seven  thousand  thirty  dol- 

lars and  fifty-six  cents  was  in  time  or- 
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ders  on  the  Treasurer  and  not  at  that 

time  due.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  the  city- 
was  practically  out  of  debt,  the  above 
amount  being  a  mere  bagatelle. 

The  Mayor,  in  his  message,  recited 
the  fact  that  this  indebtedness  existed 

against  the  city  and  that  it  must  be  paid 
in  three  years.  He  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  sewers  and  pavements 
were,  or  within  a  few  years  would  be, 

imperatively  necessary,  and  that  the  ex- 

penses of  the  city  would  naturally  in- 
crease year  by  year.  He  urged  the 

strictest  economy  in  the  management  of 

the  municipality  and  concluded  as  fol- 
lows : 

"The  people  demand  sound  municipal 
administration.  Cities  have  grown  un 
around  us  that  as  they  have  increased 
in  population  and  importance,  retro- 

graded in  public  credit  and  official  in- 
tegrity. The  remedy  for  such  a  state 

of  things  can  only  be  found  in  honest 
officials,  conservative  and  business  prin- 

ciples, and  a  wise  employment  of  the 
confirming  and  appointing  power. 

"In  conclusion,  I  pledge  you  gentle- 
men my  hearty  support  in  -the  discharge 

of  your  duties,  and  my  earnest  endeavor 
to  make  our  administration  a  success. 

The  people  who  elect  us  had  confidence 
in  our  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose. 
We  should  use  the  same  care  in  the  per- 

formances of  our  official  duties  that  we 

use  in  the  conduct  of  our  private  affairs. 
Taxes  must  be  kept  to  the  lowest  con- 

sistent figures.  There  must  be  no  reck- 
less extravagance  or  careless  legisla- 

tion. Rigid  economy  must  prevail  and 
is  demanded  of  every  official. 

"By  economy,  as  I  have  used  that 
word,  I  do  not  mean  that  we  should 
be  penurious  or  unwise,  but  that  we 
should  retrench,  be  frugal  and  prudent 
and  obtain  from  the  people  value  re- 

ceived for  their  money,  which  must  be 
wisely  appropriated  to  strict  municipal 
uses,  for  even  the  state  could  not  so 

enlarge  our  powers  that  we  could  im- 
pose taxes  or  use  the  money  of  the  city 

for  objects  not  of  local  interest." 
Those  who  were  selected  to  guide  the 

destinies  of  the  infant  city  encountered 

many  perplexing  problems,  and  to  the 

credit  of  all  connected  with  the  man- 

agement of  the  municipality,  these  prob- 
lems were  met  and  solved  with  a  wise 

conservatism  that  demonstrated  very 

conclusively  that  the  voters  had  not 

erred  in  the  selection  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. One  incident  which  oc- 

curred in  1888  is  perhaps  worthy  of 

passing  mention  as  an  illustration  of 
the  vigilance  with  which  the  first  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  safeguarded  the  interests 
of  the  city. 

It  appears  during  the  summer  of  1886 
a  new  railroad,  known  as  the  Chautau- 

qua Lake  Railway,  had  been  projected 
between  Jamestown  and  Westfield,  and 
the  manufacturers  of  Jamestown,  quick 

to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  line 
as  a  means  of  developing  competition 
in  freight  rates  and  service,  had,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  people, 

given  every  possible  moral  and  mater- 
ial encouragement  to  the  enterprise. 

This  road,  a  more  extended  account  of 

which  will  be  given  hereafter,  was  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1887,  completed  and 

in  operation  between  Jamestown  and 

Mayville  and  the  management  was  plan- 
ning to  reach  the  factory  district  and 

Main  Street  in  the  city  over  a  route 

parallel  with  Steele  Street.  To  do  this 
it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  Erie  tracks 

at  grade  near  the  bridge  at  the  boar- 
landing,  and  naturally  enough  the  Erie 

people  objected  to  this  procedure. 

Little  attention  was  paid  to  the  con- 
troversy between  the  two  roads  until 

the  afternoon  of  January  11,  1888,  when 
information  was  conveyed  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  that  the  Erie  had  com- 

menced grading  in  the  west  end  of  the 
yard  and  filling  on  West  Second  Street 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  indicate  its  in- 

tention to  cross  the  street  with  a  siding, 

which  when  completed  would  be  about 
five  feet  below  the  grade  of  the  new 
road.  With  all  possible  haste,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Council  was  called,  and 
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the  Aldermen  assembled  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Attorney 
Frank  W.  Stevens,  counsel  for  the 

Chautauqua  Lake  Railway,  was  present 

at  this  meeting  and  in  a  few  words  in- 
formed the  Aldermen  that  if  this  siding 

was  completed  it  would  prevent  the 

Chautauqua  Lake  Road  from  crossing 

the  Erie  tracks  at  grade.  The  Alder- 
men acted  promptly  and  decisively.  The 

City  Attorney  was  directed  to  begin 

such  legal  action  as  was  necessary  to 

otherwise  obstructing  or  interfering 

with  the  same." 
This  resolution  was  adopted  and  that 

night  police  officers  were  placed  on 

guard  at  the  disputed  point.  The  Coun- 
cil maintained  a  continuous  session 

throughout  the  night,  Aldermen  Wicks 
and  Bootey,  who  were  attorneys  by 

profession,  assisting  the  City  Attorney 

in  the  preparation  of  the  necessary  pa- 
pers to  procure  an  injunction.  January 

12  a  temporary  injunction  was  granted 

FIREMEN'S  PARADE  ON  MAIN  STREET— 1888. 

restrain  the  Erie  from  occupying  this 
street  and  to  supplement  this  action, 
Alderman  John  G.  Wicks  offered  this 
resolution  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  on 
litigation  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  call  on  the  police  and  to  use  all  other 
lawful  power  and  authority  possessed 
by  the  city  or  this  Council  to  immediate- 

ly and  summarily  prevent  any  further 
interference  with  West  Second  Street 
by  the  New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  West- 

ern Railway  Company,  or  the  New 
York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Railwav 
Company,  or  both,  by  digging  in,  or 

by  Special  County  Judge  George  R. 

Butts  and  this  injunction  was  immedi- 
ately served.  The  company  of  course 

obeyed  the  order  of  the  court  but  the 
workmen  were  shifted  to  another  point 
and  continued  their  labors  while  cars 

loaded  with  ties  and  rails  stood  sugges- 

tively near  the  proposed  place  of  cross- ing. 

This  was  on  Thursday.  The  Council 

remained  in  session  all  day  and  the  po- 
licemen patrolled  the  disputed  point 

constantly.    There  was  no  change  in 
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the  situation  Friday  execpt  that  the 
railroad  workmen  continued  to  lay  the 

rails  nearer  and  nearer  the  point  of  dis- 
pute, and  when  late  Friday  night  the 

Aldermen  were  informed  that  it  was 

the  intention  of  the  railroad  people  to 
throw  the  switch  across  Second  Street 

immediately  after  midnight  Sunday 
night,  they  at  once  advised  the  Mayor 
to  exercise  the  authority  conferred 

upon  him  by  law  and  call  upon  the  local 

military  company  to  assist  the  munici- 

pal authorities  in  enforcing  their  or- 
ders. The  Mayor  heeded  the  sugges- 

tion. At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  January  14  he  notified  Captani 
Henry  Smith  to  assemble  his  company 
of  the  National  Guard  at  the  Armory 

and  be  prepared  for  any  call  that  might 

come.  Captain  Smith  with  commenda- 
ble promptness  notified  the  men  and  at 

seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  had  the 
company  under  arms  awaiting  further 
developments. 

The  city  officials  now  assumed  the 

aggressive.  For  the  purpose  of  further 
hampering  the  railroad  they  ordered  the 
street  filled  at  the  disputed  point  and 

men  and  teams  were  soon  dumping  dirt 
into  the  excavation  that  had  been  made 

by  the  roalroad  company.  Saturday 
evening  the  road  served  an  injunction 
on  the  city  which  temporarily  checked 

this  work,  but  before  midnight  this  in- 
junction was  vacated  and  early  Sunday 

morning  the  city  employes  resumed 

their  work  with  renewed  vigor.  Blast- 
ing powder  was  employed  to  loosen  the 

frozen  earth  on  a  hill  near  by  and  ten 
teams  were  kept  busy  hauling  this  earth 
to  the  Second  Street  crossing.  When 
an  embankment  nearly  four  feet  In 

height  had  been  erected  a  fire  engine 
was  brought  out  and  poured  a  stream 
of  water  over  the  dirt  which  in  the  zero 

weather  quickly  froze  almost  as  hard 
as  rock.  The  members  of  the  military 

company  remained  on  duty  all  day  Sun- 

day and  the  company  was  not  finally 

dismissed  until  10  o'clock  Monday 
morning  at  which  time  the  city  had  ade- 

quate official  assurances  that  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  to  occupy  the 
street. 

The  Council  had  a  meeting  at  eight 

o'clock  Monday  morning  on  which  oc- 
casion the  representatives  of  the  road 

were  present  and  everything  was  ad- 
justed in  an  amicable  manner  as  will 

be  seen  from  the  official  proceedings 
which  are  as  follows  : 

"Board  of  Trade  Rooms, 

"Jan.  16,  1888,  8:00  A.  M. 
"At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil there  were  present  Oscar  F.  Price, 

Mayor,  and  the  following  Aldermen : 
Messrs.  Wicks,  Ports,  Grandin,  Shedd, 
Ellis,  Nichols,  Bush. 

"General  Shaler,  as  General  Superin- 
tendent of  the  New  York,  Lake  Erie 

and  Western  Railroad  Company,  in  be- 
half of  said  company,  appeared  before 

the  Common  Council  and  stated  he  re  • 
gretted  there  should  be  any  differences 
between  the  city  and  the  Railroad  Com- 

pany, and  if  the  Railroad  Company  had 
done  anything  wrong  it  was  willing  to 
correct  it  if  possible ;  that  the  differ- 

ences between  the  city  and  said  com- 
pany seemed  to  arise  from  the  uncer- 

tain location  of  West  Second  Street; 
that  as  the  official  of  the  road  he  would 
assure  the  city  that  in  no  way  would 

the  company  interfere  with  West  Sec- 
ond Street  or  lay  any  tracks  therein, 

and  whatever  differences  there  were 

between  the  city  and  the  Railroad  Com- 
pany, if  any  existed,  he  desired  them 

settled,  and  that  C.  R.  Lockwood,  as 

attorney  for  the  company,  was  author- 
ized to  act  for  the  company  and  that 

any  arrangements  made  by  him  would 
be  carried  out  by  the  company ;  and  he 
suggested  that  the  Railroad  Company 
and  the  city  meet,  talk  over,  and  adjust 
any  differences  between  them. 

"On  motion  adjourned. 

"Fred  R.  Peterson,  City  Clerk." 
This  terminated  the  railroad  contro- 

versy. January  17  the  litigation  com- 
mittee of  the  Common  Council  and  the 

representatives  of  the  road  had  a  con- 
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ference  and  agreed  to  postpone  further 

legal  proceedings  until  Saturday,  Jan- 
uary 28.  Eventually  the  matter  was 

settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  al- 
though the  Chautauqua  Lake  Road 

had  a  hard  fight  with  the  Erie  to  secure 

the  crossing,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
never  did  reach  Main  Street  as  was  tap 

original  intention.  A  freight  station, 
however,  was  established  on  Steele 
Street  and  the  road  reached  that  point 

by  crossing  the  Erie  tracks  at  grade 
just  as  was  intended  from  the  outset. 

The  contest  over  this  crossing  was 

the  subject  of  much  public  comment  at 
the  time  and  the  action  of  the  Mayor 

and  Common  Council  in  thus  vigorously 

defending  the  rights  of  the  city  was 
highly  commended  by  the  newspapers 
and  citizens. 

Jamestown  is  one  of  the  pioneer  cit- 
ies of  the  state  in  the  advocacy  and 

adoption  of  the  policy  of  municipal 

ownership  of  public  utilities,  and  in  this 
connection  a  brief  review  of  the  events 

leading  to  the  adoption  of  such  policy 

may  not  be  amiss.  Soon  after  the  in- 
corporation of  the  city,  the  Common 

Council  was  confronted  with  the  prob- 
lem of  properly  lighting  the  streets,  and 

for  a  time  contracted  with  the  lames- 

town  Electric  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany which  had  a  well  equipped  plant 

and  was  able  to  supply  as  many  lights 
as  desired.  A  short  time  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  the  contract,  a  committee 
from  the  Common  Council  interviewed 

the  officials  of  the  lighting  company 
with  a  view  of  settling  upon  terms  for 
a  renewal  of  the  contract,  and  was  told 

that  the  price  would  be  ten  dollars  per 
month  per  lamp. 

"That  is  too  much,"  said  Alderman 
Wicks,  who  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

"If  you  do  not  care  to  pav  ten  dol- 
lars per  month  for  our  lights  you  can 

let  them  alone,"  replied  the  official. 
"We  will  let  them  alone,"  retorted 

Mr.  Wicks;  "We  will  build  a  plant  of 

our  own." The  agitation  for  a  municipal  electric 

light  plant  really  dated  from  that  con- 
versation, although  the  subject  had  pre- 

viously been  discussed  to  some  extent 

by  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  editor  of  The 

Morning  News,  and  M.  George  Mar- 
tyn,   an   ardent  believer  in  municipal 

ownership.     There  were  man}'  in  the 
city  who  opposed  the  suggestion  that 

the  city  should  incur  a  heavy  indebted- 
ness for  the  construction  of  an  electric 

light  plant,  believing  that  other  public 
improvements  should  be  first  provided, 
and  on  this  point  issue  was  sharply 

joined  and  the  discussion  waxed  warm. 
It  was  evident  from  the  outset,  however, 

that  there  was  in  the   city  a  rapidly 

growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  munici- 
pal ownership  and  at  a  special  meeting 

of  the  Common  Council  held  February 

2,  1889,  Alderman  Hult  offered  a  reso- 
lution calling  a  special  meeting  of  the 

inhabitants  to  be  held  in  the  Opera 

House  February  18  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  the  city  building  an  electric 

light  plant.    Owing  to  inclement  weath- 
er this  meeting  was  not  very  well  at- 

tended, but  those  present  discussed  the 
various  phases  of  the  subject,  and  the 

outcome  of  the  discussion  was  the  ap- 

pointment of  a  committee  of  six  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  viz. :  C.  R.  Lock- 

wood,  L.  B.  Warner,  John  T.  Wlisou 

Jerome  Preston,  M.  M.  Skiff  and  O.  E. 

Jones,  all  practical  and  successful  busi- 
ness men  in  whom  the  citizens  had  im- 

plicit confidence.   This  committee  spent 

some  weeks  in  making  a  careful  and  ex- 
haustive investigation  and  on  the  even- 

ing of  March  29,  1889,  submitted  its 
report  to  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens 
which  assembled  at  the  Opera  House. 

Among   other   things    the  committee 
said : 

"It  has  for  a  long  time  been  a  pub- 
lic duty  to  light  our  streets  which  for 

several  years  last  past  as  a  general  rule 
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has  been  done  with  gas.  For  a  few 
months  our  principal  business  streets 
were  lighted  with  electricity ;  but  be- 

cause of  the  want  of  ample  authority  to 
continue  it,  our  Common  Council  de- 

clined to  make  other  engagements  with- 
out first  consulting  the  people  whose 

servants  they  are.  Our  city  charter 
makes  provision  for  this  and  wisely  im- 

poses the  burden  upon  you,  the  people, 
to  indicate  by  public  action  your  choice 
in  the  premises.  Our  streets  are  now 
being  lighted  by  gas  furnished  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Gas  Company,  and  which 
contract  will  expire  in  a  few  months. 
The  complaint  that  our  streets  are  not 
sufficiently  lighted,  is  not  foolishly 
made  ;  nor  can  it  with  credit  to  our- 

selves or  benefit  to  our  business  pros- 
pects be  ignored.  If  we  do  not  move 

in  this  direction,  the  fault  will  not  be 
with  our  Common  Council,  for  they 
have  done,  and  evidence  a  willingness 
to  do,  all  within  their  power.  They  only 
await  further  instruction,  for  which  pur- 

pose we  are  here  and  now  assembled. 

"From  the  superiority  of  light,  com- 
fort and  ease  of  management  there 

seems  to  be  little  if  any  question  as  to 
the  kind  of  light  and  that  kind  is  elec- 
tricity. 

"The  Jamestown  Electric  Light  and 
Power  Company,  a  corporation  in  our 
city,  has  the  reputation  of  owning  a 
very  excellent  plant  and  we  believe  just- 

ly so.  Private  business  places  and  some 
dwellings  are  now  being  lighted  by  it ; 
and  with  credit  to  itself  and  honor  to 
our  city,  this  company  has  been  and 
yet  is  pushing  its  business  in  a  vigorous 
and  successful  manner.  The  company 
has  a  large  amount  invested,  and  being 
composed  of  our  own  worthy  citizens 
makes  it  really  a  home  enterprise.  De- 

siring to  foster  local  industry,  we  have 
been  inclined  to  bring  ourselves  in  har- 

mony with  figures  that  would  induce 
it  to  contract  for  this  service." 

The  committee  quoted  reports  from 

other  cities  which  had  tried  municipal 
lighting,  and  continued : 

"We  have  had  several  interviews  with 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  James- 

town Electric  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany ;  and  from  such  interviews  we  are 

informed  of  their  desire  to  contract  for 

this  service,  but  the  terms  which  they 

propose  are  so  far  above  statements 
and  evidences  we  have  obtained  else- 

where and  from  parties  disinterested, 
that  we  cannot  as  a  committee,  acting 

under  your  authority  advise  the  accept- 
ance of  any  proposition  they  have  made. 

We  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
situated  as  this  company  is,  with  jts 

plant  on  hand,  and  with  power  and  ser- 
vices engaged  and  of  necessity  must  be 

retained  to  operate,  exclusive  of  pub- 
lic lighting,  should  be  able  to  perform 

this  service  for  the  city  as  cheaply  as 

other  parties  can  come  here  and  estab- 
lish a  new  plant  for  that  purpose,  or  os 

cheaply  as  our  city  could  create  and  op- 
erate one  in  its  own  behalf.  And  if  it 

will  do  that,  we  should  advise  and  be- 
lieve our  people  would  gladly  acquiesce 

therein,  the  contracting  of  the  desiied 
service  from  it,  but  as  before  stated, 
the  evidences  are  that  you  can  do  better 

than  proposed,  and  these  evidences  can- 
not be  ignored  in  the  face  of  agreements 

to  support  them  by  requisite  indemnity. 
Of  course  the  precise  figures  cannot 
be  obtained  but  our  judgment  is  the 
city  can  put  in  a  satisfactory  plant  and 
operate  it  to  that  degree  cheaper  than 
any  offer  yet  obtained  from  the  local 
company,  to  enable  the  city  with  proper 
economy  to  save  enough  each  year, 
which,  if  laid  aside  for  that  purpose, 

would  within  five  years  from  commence- 
ment of  operation,  nearly  half  pay  for 

the  plant ;  in  the  meantime  interest  on 
the  whole  investment  would  be  kept  up 
from  an  actual  saving  in  cheapness  of 
light  as  compared  with  propositions 
made. 

''From  present  knowledge  we  believe 
the  City  of  Jamestown  can  put  in  its 

requisite  plant  for  any  reasonable  ser- 
vice and  fairly  anticipate  future  needs 

at  a  cost  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  then  run  it  to  the 
extent  desired  for  either  eighty  or  one 
hundred  lamps  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 

ing six  dollars  per  month  for  each  lamp, 
including  interest  on  investment  and 
depreciation,  and  have  all  and  every 
night  service. 

"In  conclusion  your  committee  feel 
authorized  to  recommend  that  our 
Common  Council  be  empowered  to  at 
once  take  all  necessary  and  proper 
steps  for  the  putting  in  of  a  plant  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  to  that 



JAMESTOWN. 

683 

end  proper  legislation  be  procured  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  in  case  said 
Jamestown  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company  does  not  contract  for  said 
service  at  rates  herein  suggested,  that 
is  to  say,  for  the  running  of  not  less 
than  eighty  lamps  for  all  and  every 
night  service  at  not  mure  than  six  dol- 

lars per  month  per  lamp  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  five  years  from  date  of  con- 

tract, all  of  which  said  Common  Council 
should  be  authorized  to  do  on  the  part 
of  the  municipality,  it  proceed  with  all 
reasonable  dispatch  to  the  construction 
of  such  plant  and  the  completion  of  I  he 

work  herein  advised." 
The  substance  of  these  recommenda- 

tions was  that  unless  the  private  com- 
pany would  agree  to  furnish  lights  for 

six  dollars  per  month  the  city  should 
proceed  to  construct  its  own  plant. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Council  was 

held  the  following  Monday  night,  or  to 

be  precise,  on  April  i,  1889.  At  that 
meeting  C.  R.  Lockwood  presented  me 

draft  of  a  proposed  bill  authorizing  the 

city  to  bond  itself  for  a  sum  not  ex- 

ceeding twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  building  the  plant. 
This  bill  was  approved  by  the  Council 
and  it  was  decided  to  hasten  the  re- 

quired legislation  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  company  on  the  morning  follow- 

ing this  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil made  a  last  effort  to  secure  the  con- 

tract by  offering  to  furnish  the  lights 

at  the  price  suggested  by  the  commit- 
tee. This  offer  was  communicated  to 

the  Council  and  a  special  meeting  was 

called  for  fifteen  minutes  past  three  that 
afternoon.  It  was  too  late,  however, 
for  the  Aldermen  instructed  the  Mavor 

to  procure  the  passage  of  the  bill  and 

he  at  once  left  for  Albany  for  that  pur- 

pose. 

The  fight  was  now  on.  Another  pub- 
lic meeting  was  called  for  April  4,  i88q. 

This  meeting  was  well  attended,  for  the 

constant  agitation  of  the  electric  light 

question  had  at  last  attracted  the  at- 

tention of  the  citizens,  and  they  assem- 
bled in  large  numbers  at  the  Ope;  a 

House  to  participate  in  the  proceed- 
ings. M.  George  Martyn  was  present 

at  this  meeting  and  in  a  characteristic 
speech  he  asserted  that  the  city  was  so 

dark  that  the  policemen  had  to  go  to 
the  post  office  when  they  wished  to  see 

to  wake  up.  He  offered  a  resolution 
directing  the  Council  to  construct  the 

municipal  plant.  This  resolution  was 

promptly  defeated  and  a  substitute  to 
the  effect  that  the  Council  should  con- 

tract with  the  private  company  for 

lights  was  adopted  by  a  large  yote  of 
nearly  two  to  one. 

But  the  sentiment  of  the  citizens  at 

this  mass  meeting  was  one  thing,  and 
the  sentiment  of  the  Aldermen  who  com- 

posed the  Common  Council  was  quite 

another.  The  Council  at  the  meeting- 
held  April  8,  1889,  listened  to  the  offer 
of  the  representatives  of  the  company 
to  make  the  contract  at  the  six  dollar 

rate,  but  after  an  executive  session, 

adopted  a  resolution  directing  the  Mav- 
or to  return  to  Albany  and  use  nil  hon- 

orable means  to  secure  the  passage  of 

the  bill  for  bonding  the  city,  first  pro- 

curing an  amendment  whereby  the  ques- 
tion should  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of 

the  taxpayers.  Incidentally  at  this 

meeting,  one  Richard  C.  Garhart  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  a  proposition  to 

furnish  for  a  term  of  five  years  one 

hundred  arc  lights  of  nominal  two 
thousand  candle  power  on  an  all  night 

schedule  for  sixty-seven  dollars  per 
year  per  light,  or  to  furnish  these  lights 

on  a  moonlight  schedule  for  sixty  dol- 

lars per  light.  This  proposition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Street  Lighting  Commit- 

tee and  nothing  further  came  of  it. 
In  the  meantime  the  service  of  the 

private  company  had  been  discontinued 
and  for  a  period  of  several  months  the 

city  was  in  darkness.  Representative- 
of  the  city  hastened  the  passage  of  the 
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bill  through  the  Legislature  and  it  was 
signed  by  the  Governor  and  became  a 
law  June  13,  1889. 

Some  weeks  were  devoted  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  wisdom  of  engaging  in 

municipal  lighting  at  this  time.  One 
faction  argued  that  the  city  could  light 

the  streets  more  cheaply  than  any  pri- 
vate corporation.  The  other  faction 

contended  that  the  private  company 

had  offered  to  furnish  lights  at  prac- 
tically the  cost  of  production,  and  that 

it  would  be  well  to  accept  this  offer  and 

wait  a  few  years  before  engaging  in  an 

enterprise  of  this  magnitude.  Never- 
theless, the  Council  finally  ordered  a 

special  meeting  of  the  tax-payers  to  be 
held  October  19  to  vote  on  this  ques- 

tion. The  issue  was  sharply  joined.  It 
was  either  for  or  against  the  building 

of  a  municipal  plant.  The  result  of  the 
vote  was  five  hundred  twenty  for  and 

six  hundred  sixteen  against.  The  ad- 
vocates of  municipal  ownership  had  lost 

the  fight.  The  private  company  had 
won. 

At  this  juncture  M.  George  Martyn 
attracted  public  attention  by  circulating 

for  signatures  slips  petitioning  the 
Common  Council  to  call  another  special 

meeting  of  the  taxpayers  to  vote  on  the 
question  again. 

"How  many  of  these  elections  do  you 

expect  to  have?"  queried  one  of  the  op- 
position curiously. 

"Until  I  win,''  replied  Mr.  Martyn 
sententiously. 

As  the  slips  were  small  and  could  be 

easily  circulated  about  the  city,  Mr. 
Martyn  and  his  friends  had  no  difficulty 

in  securing-  signatures  and  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council  held 

December  13,  1899,  an  imposing  bundle 
of  petitions  was  submitted.  It  was  re- 

ported at  this  meeting  that  this  bundle 

contained  the  signatures  of  nine  hun- 

dred fifty-three  citizens,  of  whom  eight 
hundred  fifty-five  were  taxpayers,  to 

which  report  Mr.  Martyn  in  an  ag- 
grieved tone  took  exceptions. 

"You  counted  the  slips  instead  of  the 

signatures.  There's  more  than  one 
name  on  a  slip,"  said  he. 

The  Aldermen  immediately  called  an- 

other special  election  to  be  held  Decem- 
ber 26,  1889.  Pending  that  date  the 

question  was  threshed  over  again  with 
considerable  vigor  by  press  and  people. 

Municipal  ownership  theories  had, 

however,  gained  ground.  The  vote  on 
the  second  election  was  six  hundred 

fifty-nine  for  and  six  hundred  twenty 
against  a  municipal  plant. 

Thus  for  the  first  time  in  its  history, 

the  city  was  definitely  committed  by 
vote  of  the  taxpayers  to  a  policy  of 

municipal  ownership,  but  the  fight  was 
not  by  any  means  won.  Immediately 
the  question  was  raised  as  to  the  legal 

right  of  the  city  to  order  a  second  elec- 
tion when  the  proposition  had  been  once 

defeated.  City  Attorney  Robert  G. 

Shaw  was  directed  to  give  the  Council 
a  written  opinion  on  that  point  and  in 
obedience  to  those  instructions  he  said 

that  while  the  question  was  not  free 

from  doubt,  owing  to  the  fact  that  noth- 
ing analogous  to  it  had  been  before  the 

courts,  still  he  was  of  the  opinion  that 

upon  principle  the  power  existed  in  the 
Common  Council  to  call  such  election, 

but  as  a  matter  of  precaution  should  ad- 
vise that  an  act  of  Legislature  be  ob- 

tained of  such  nature  as  to  remove  all 

doubts  as  to  the  legality  of  the  pro- 
cedure. 

The  Aldermen  heeded  his  advice,  be- 
ing influenced  possibly  by  an  action 

which  was  begun  ag-ainst  them  by  tax- 
payers to  restrain  them  from  bonding 

the  city  for  the  construction  of  this 

plant,  and  on  February  5,  1890,  an  act 
designed  to  obviate  all  legal  objections 

was  endorsed  by  the  Council  and  or- 

dered forwarded  to  Albany  for  passag-e 
by  the  Legislature.   This  act  authorized 
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the  city  to  hold  a  special  election  of 
taxpayers  to  vote  on  this  question,  and 
as  an  evidence  of  the  intention  of  the 

framers  to  persist  in  pushing  the  project 
for  a  municipal  plant  the  following 

paragraph  taken  from  the  text  of  the 
act  will  serve  as  a  good  illustration  : 

''The  said  Common  Council  shall 
have  power  under  this  act  to  submit 
such  proposition  to  the  taxpayers  once 
in  each  municipal  year  at  a  special  elec- 

tion called  for  that  purpose,  unless  such 
proposition  shall  have  been  decided  in 
the  affirmative  at  the  first  or  some  sub- 

sequent special  election  held  under  this 

act." That  there  should  be  no  confusion  as 

to  the  question  to  be  voted  upon,  the 

act  further  provided : 

"The  votes  on  such  proposition  shall 
be  taken  by  ballot,  and  each  ballot  shall 

be  endorsed  'Electric  Light  Plant,'  and 
shall  contain  the  words  'For  Electric 
Light  Plant'  or  'Against  Electric  Light 

Plant'." 
The  desired  legislation  was  secured. 

In  the  meantime,  public  demand  for 

sewers  and  pavements  had  become  so 

insistent  that  it  could  not  well  be  ig- 
nored and  at  the  next  special  election, 

which  was  held  September  26,  1890, 
three  propositions  weie  submitted  to 
the  taxpayers,  one  to  issue  bonds  for 

the  construction  of  a  sewer  system,  an- 
other to  issue  bonds  for  the  building 

of  pavement  and  the  third  to  issue 
bonds  for  the  equipment  of  an  electric 

light  plant.  The  pavement  proposition 
was  lost,  the  vote  being  five  hundred 

thirty-three  for  and  six  hundred  eigh- 
teen against.  The  sewer  proposition 

was  carried,  the  vote  being  five  hun- 

dred seventy-seven  for  and  five  hun- 
dred seventy-three  against — a  small 

majority,  but  a  majority  nevertheless. 

P>ut  the  electric  light  proposition  was 

carried  by  a  large  majority,  seven  hun- 
dred eighty  voting  for,  and  but  three 

hundred  ninety-one  voting  against. 
Some  of  the  reasons  that  led  to  this 

change  in  public  sentiment  were  sum- 
marized in  The  Journal  as  follows  : 

"All  the  work  done  at  the  polls  was 
in  favor  of  a  municipal  plant.  Not  a 
straw  was  laid  in  the  way  of  bringing 
about  this  result,  and  no  one  labored 

in  the  interest  of  the  local  company  * 
*  *  *  There  was  evidently  a  feeling 
that  the  only  way  to  get  light  was  to  pay 

for  a  municpial  plant,  and  so  the  pro- 

ject won  by  a  handsome  majority." 
There  was  no  question  but  that  the 

city  should  be  better  lighted.  The 

streets  had  been  in  practically  utter 
darkness  for  a  long  period  of  time,  for 

from  the  day  the  contract  expired  with 

the  private  company,  up  to  this  time, 
the  only  lights  were  a  few  gas  lamps, 
and  conditions,  especially  in  the  spring 
and  autumn,  when  the  mud  was  deep 

on  the  unpaved,  unsewered  streets, 

were  to  say  the  least  very  unsatisfac- 
tory. Commenting  upon  the  failure  to 

secure  from  the  taxpayers  authority  to 

issue  paving  bonds,  at  this  election  The 

Journal  philosophically  said : 

"If  we  are  compelled  to  wade  through 
mud  for  an  indefinite  time,  let  us  con- 

gratulate ourselves  that  we  may  see  the 
stepping  stones  at  the  fords,  sloughs 
and  morasses  on  our  principal  streets 

during  the  wet  season." 
The  preliminary  preparations  required 

considerable  time.  Ultimately  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  bearing 

three  and  one-half  per  cent,  interest 
were  sold  at  a  substantial  premium. 
The  contract  for  the  construction  and 

equipment  of  the  plant  was  let,  and 

July  4,  1891,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, the  lever  of  the  big  engine  was 

pulled  open,  the  wheels  revolved,  and 

the  electric  lights  flashed  up  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  city.  It  was  an  occasion 

for  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  those  who 
had  labored  long  and  earnestly  for  a 

municipal  plant  and  who  now  beheld 
the  full  fruition  of  their  labors.  During 

the  evening  a  demonstration  was  ar- 
ranged in  honor  of  Mr.  Martvn,  on 
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which  occasion  that  gentleman  made 
one  of  his  characteristic  speeches.  Later 
his  friends  subscribed  a  considerable 

sum  for  the  purchase  of  a  bronze  drink- 
ing fountain  which  was  located,  and 

is  still  in  use  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Third  streets. 

A  sewer  system  was  the  next  pub- 
lic improvement  to  engage  the  atten- 

tion of  the  Council.  This  also  took 

considerable  time.  A  comprehensive 

system  designed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  city  for  all  time  to  come 

was  arranged  by  William  Landreth,  an 
eminent  Civil  Engineer.  There  was 
some  discussion  as  to  the  methods  of 

defraying  the  expense,  some  believing 
that  a  portion  at  least  should  be  paid 

by  the  abutting  property,  but  the  ma- 
jority advocating  a  general  tax,  this 

plan  was  adopted. 
The  contract  for  the  construction  of 

the  first  strip  of  sewers  was  let  to  W. 
Roberts.  The  first  pick  was  struck 

into  the  earth  at  the  corner  of  Sprague 
and  West  Second  Streets  on  the  morn- 

ing of  April  tt,  1893.  The  work  pro- 
ceeded rapidly  and  in  due  course  of 

time  Jamestown  had  an  excellent  sewer 

system,  although  a  few  years  later  con- 
siderable difficulty  was  experienced  in 

providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  sew- 
age. 

Paving  followed  the  sewers  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course.  There  was  a  vigorous 

discussion  as  to  the  plan  of  paying  for 
the  paving,  one  faction  contending  that 
the  expense  ought  to  be  assessed 

against  the  abutting  oropertv,  and  an- 
other faction  advocating  a  general  tax. 

The  question  was  submitted  to  a  vote 

of  the  taxpayers  and  the  advocates  of 

the  abutting  property  plan  won.  That 
plan  was  therefore  adopted  and  has 
since  been  in  force.  For  the  protection 

of  property  owners  who  might  not  de- 
sire to  pave,  it  was  provided  that  no 

"treet  should  be  paved  except  upon  2 
written  petition  signed  by  a  majority 

of  the  residents  of  the  city  owning  pro- 

perty on  such  street,  and  owning  a  ma- 
jority of  lineal  feet.  In  other  words 

two  majorities  are  necessary  to  make 

a  valid  petition,  one  a  majority  of  in- 
dividuals owning  the  property  and  the 

other  a  majority  of  the  lineal  feet.  This 

r»lan  has  thus  far  proved  very  satisfac- 
tory. During  a  period  of  years  several 

miles  of  pavement  have  been  construct- 
ed in  the  city. 

These  various  public  improvements 
were  commenced  at  a  very  opoortune 

time.  In  1893  when  the  sewer  system 

was  projected,  the  country  was  in  the 
throes  of  a  tremendous  financial  panic 

the  effects  of  which  were  felt  in  James- 

town, although  not  as  severely  as  else- 
where, a  majority  of  the  manufacturers 

managing  to  keep  their  plants  in  opera- 
tion with  reduced  forces  and  short 

hours.  Still  some  were  deprived  of 

their  usual  opportunity  to  earn  a  liveli- 
hood and  these  found  temporary  em- 

ployment on  the  public  works,  and  thus 

fared  better  than  did  many  worthy  lab- 
orers in  other  cities  of  the  same  class. 

No  historical  sketch  of  Jamestown 

would  be  complete  without  mentioning 
the  effort  that  was  made  in  1893  to 

secure  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 

from  Mayville.  For  many  years  there 
had  been  an  agitation  favoring  the 

change  but  owing  to  the  reluctance  of 

the  Chautauqua  County  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors to  sanction  the  submission  of 

the  proposition  to  the  voters,  nothing 
was  accomplished.  It  was  believed  by 

many  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Super- 
visors could  be  induced  to  vote  in  favor 

for  re-location  of  the  buildings  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  a 
favorable  vote  from  the  people,  for 

Jamestown  was  the  largest  town  in  the 
county,  convenient  of  access,  and  withal 

believed  to  be  the  most  desirable  place 
for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  county. 

In  the  summer  of  1893  Alderman  N. 
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W.  Gokey  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common 

Council  casually  suggested  that  he  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  possible  to  pre- 

sent a  proposition  to  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors that  would  be  accepted  by 

that  body.  This  suggestion  was  en- 
thusiastically endorsed  by  the  other  Al- 

dermen. Formal  publication  of  the  fact 

that  the  city  would  make  an  application 

for  a  change  of  the  county  seat,  was  at 
once  made  in  the  official  paper.  This 

publication  was  continued  seven  weeks. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Su- 

pervisors was  called  for  Tuesday,  Au- 

gust 8,  1893,  on  which  occasion  the  sub- 
ject was  considered  by  that  body. 

Jamestown's  ancient  rival,  Dunkirk, 
in  the  meantime  had  not  been  idle,  and 

the  representatives  of  that  city  were 
on  hand  with  a  counter  petition  that  the 

county  seat  be  removed  to  Dunkirk. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  two 

o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  adjourned  un- 

til 4  o'clock  and  prolonged  until  late  in 
the  evening. 

Among  those  who  took  a  conspicu- 
ous part  in  this  contest  was  Supervisor 

James  A.  Clary  of  Jamestown.  Super- 
visor Clary  occupied  a  unique  position. 

He  was  appointed  a  short  time  prior 

to  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  resigning 

his  position  as  Alderman  on  the  James- 
town Common  Council  to  accept  the 

appointment.  He  was  therefore  famil- 
iar with  the  situation  in  Southern  Chau- 

tauqua, more  familiar,  perhaps,  than 
any  other  member  of  the  Board.  He 

could  speak  with  authority  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  city  because  he  knew 
just  what  the  city  wished,  and  just  what 

it  was  willing  to  do.  He  used  this 

knowledge  to  good  advantage  in  solid- 
ifying the  sentiment  of  the  members  of 

the  Hoard  in  favor  of  the  proposed 

change,  and  to  his  diplomatic  represen- 
tations and  forceful  arguments  un- 

questionably is  due  in  a  considerable 
degree  the  ultimate  action  of  the  Board 

which  was  to  submit  the  question  to  the 

taxpayers  at  the  following  election. 
This  action  was  not  taken  until  after 

a  vigorous  debate  in  which  Hon.  Jer- 
ome B.  Fisher,  Hon.  E.  E.  Woodbury, 

Hon.  Arthur  C.  Wade  and  James  L. 

Weeks  presented  the  claims  of  the  city. 
The  vote  first  taken  by  the  Board  was 

late  in  the  evening  of  August  8.  It  was 
on  a  resolution  that  the  Jamestown 

petition  be  granted.  The  result  was 
twelve  in  favor  and  seventeen  against. 

Mr.  Clary  who  voted  in  the  affirmative 
asked  the  privilege  of  voting  in  the 
negative,  and  this  being  granted,  he 

was  in  a  position  to  move  a  reconsider- 
ation, which  was  done.  The  next  vote 

was  on  the  proposition  to  remove  the 

county  seat  to  Dunkirk.  It  resulted 

seven  in  favor  and  twenty-two  in  the 
negative.  Further  action  was  deferred 

until  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
August  9,  when  the  final  ballot  was 
taken  and  the  count  showed  eighteen 

in  favor  of  Jamestown  and  ten  opposed. 

The  Jamestown  men  cheered  loudly 
when  the  result  was  announced. 

Mayor  Price  in  behalf  of  the  city  in- 
vited the  members  of  the  Hoard  to  visit 

Jamestown  as  the  guest  of  the  citizens. 
The  invitation  was  accepted.  The 
Board  was  entertained  at  a  dinner  at 

the  Sherman  House.  After  the  dinner, 

speeches  were  made  by  I  Ton.  S.  Fred- 
erick Nixon,  the  representative  from 

Westfield;  Dr.  J.  T.  Williams,  editor 
of  the  Dunkirk  Observer;  Louis  Mc- 

Kinstry,  editor  of  the  Fredonia  Censor; 

Fred  N.  Randall,  representative  of  Rip- 
ley ;  C.  F.  Chapman  of  Stockton  and 

Arthur  C.  Wade  of  Jamestown.  The 
tenor  of  the  speeches  of  the  visitors 
was  complimentarv  to  the  enterprise  of 
the  city  of  which  thev  were  the  guests, 

and  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  pledg- 
ing Jamestown  their  support  in  the 

coming  election. 
In  speaking  of  those  who  rendered 
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material  aid  in  the  contest  The  James- 
town Journal  mentions  Mayor  Price, 

Major  E.  P.  Putnam,  J.  T.  Wilson,  L. 

I!.  Warner,  Georg-e  S.  Bright  and  Al- 
dermen Gokey,  Hult,  Bovven  and  Nor- 

quist.  "One  matter  of  great  assistance 
to  the  Jamestown  delegation,"  says 
The  Journal,  "was  the  admirable  man- 

ner in  which  all  the  papers  presented 
by  the  city  had  been  prepared  by  City 
Attorney  John  G.  Wicks.  Objections 
were  raised  regarding  them  by  the 
friends  of  Dunkirk,  but  not  a  flaw  was 
found  in  any  of  them.  On  the  other 
hand  Dunkirk  was  embarrassed  by 

poorly  drawn  papers  and  different  cor- 
rections had  to  be  made." 

This  feature  was  doubtless  an  import- 
ant factor  in  the  contest.  Jamestown 

had  definite  plans  in  regard  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  proposed  county  buildings, 

and  the  representatives  of  the  city  were 

in  a  position  to  make  specific  promises 

with  every  assurance  that  these  prom- 
ises would  be  kept.  Dunkirk  on  the 

other  hand  had  only  a  vague  and  in- 
definite idea  of  what  could  or  would 

be  done  in  the  event  of  the  selection  of 

that  city  as  a  site  for  the  county  seat. 

The  Jamestown  proposition  as  submit- 
ted to  this  meeting  of  the  Board  and 

subsequently  committed  to  writing  and 
formally  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 

county  is  as  follows:- 

"To  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Chautauqua  County : 

"The  City  of  Jamestown  hereby 
promises  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
voters  of  the  County  of  Chautauqua, 
that  in  case  they  shall  determine  to 
change  the  county  seat  from  Mayville 
to  Jamestown,  that  the  City  of  James- 

town will  raise  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  furnish  a  site 
worth  from  twenty  thousand  to  forty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  in  the 
construction  of  city  and  county  build- 

ings, including  a  jail  to  be  owned  and 
controlled  jointly  by  the  County  of 
Chautauqua  and  the  City  of  Jamestown, 
the  county  to  pay  only  twenty-five  thou- 

sand dollars  to  be  used  with  money 
raised  by  the  City  of  Jamestown,  and 

in  no  event  shall  the  taxpayers  of  the 
County  of  Chautauqua  be  called  upon 
to  furnish  more  than  twenty-five  thou- 

sand dollars  towards  the  erection  of 
said  buildings. 

''The  buildings  shall  be  completed 
by  Jamestown  and  have  ample  rooms 
and  accommodations  for  the  holding 

of  courts,  County  Clerk's  offices,  Treas- 
urer's offices,  Surrogate's  offices,  Sher- 

iff's offices,  and  all  county  offices,  and 
we,  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 

scribed, pledge  the  credit  and  good  faith 
of  the  City  of  Jamestown  to  carry  out 
this  promise : 

"Board  of  Public  Works,  John  Con- 
way, Robert  Bryan,  Peter  H.  Hovt ; 

Aldermen,  N.  W.  Gokey,  J.  F.  O'Con- nell,  W.  H.  Cole,  Conrad  A.  Hult,  M. 
W.  Ward,  John  C.  Swanson,  Samuel  A. 
Carlson,  A,.  C.  Norquist;  Mayor,  O.  F. 
Price  ;  City  Attorney,  John  G.  Wicks ; 
Walter  L.  Sessions,  E.  Shaver,  H.  F. 
Allen,  M.  L.  Fenton,  O.  E.  Jones,  J.  B. 
Collins,  R.  T.  Logan,  T.  C.  Meredith, 
Fred  P.Todd,  P. K.Shankland,  John  C. 
Curry,  F.  T.  Powell,  William  A.  Marsh, 

John  Mahoney  Jr.,  Hiram  Smith,  Wil- 
liam N.  Gokey,  John  J.  Aldrich,  A.  D. 

Sharpe,  Frank  E.  Sessions,  A.  M.  Sher- 
man, Walter  L.  Sessions  Jr.,  Frank  E. 

Gifford,  G.  M.  Hodgkins,  B.  W.  Hay- 
ward,  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  M.  C.  Tinker, 
H.  P.  Hall,  M.  D.,  J.  R.  Kemp,  Yale 
W.  Burtch,  A.  F.  Kent,  A.  P.  Olson  & 
Company,  E.  P.  Putnam,  E.  C.  Hall, 
Edwin  Schultz,  V.  E.  Peckham,  E. 
Green,  H.  J.  Yates,  H.  L.  Hunt,  A.  M. 
Harrington,  D.  D.  Dorn,  C.  H.  Gif- 

ford, Edward  R.  Bootey,  William  S. 
Hallock,  W.  S.  Carnahan.  Horton 
Brothers,  Levant  L.  Mason,  William 
H.  Proudfit,  A.  Goldstein,  William  T. 

Bradshaw,  A.  A.  Price,  Journal  Print- 
ing Company,  Guv  H.  Fuller,  William 

S.  Gifford,  L.  B.  Warner,  Daniel  H. 
Post,  J.  M.  Weller,  W.  O.  Benedict, 
D wight  Perrin,  M.  H.  Clark,  Frederick 
R.  Peterson,  W.  C.  Patterson,  Aaron 
Hall,  Charles  M.  Dow,  Herbert  W. 
Tew,  S.  B.  Broadhead,  A.  M.  Kent, 
Charles  Gron,  L.  L.  Hanchett,  Oscar 
F.  Johnson,  John  Kofod,  R.  M.  Wise, 
S.  Briggs,  A.  C.  Wade,  W.  J.  Weeks, 
Fred  G.  Bush,  D.  D.  Woodford,  J.  Del- 
evan  Curtiss,  H.  R.  Lewis,  L.  W.  Wilt- 
sie,  A.  L.  Furlow,  Martin  Merz,  Daniel 

Griswold." 
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"To  the  voters  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty: 

"The  foregoing  is  not  made  by  one 
individual  or  class  of  individuals,  but 
is  the  proposition  of  the  city.  Its 
Board  of  Public  Works  has  recom- 

mended it,  and  the  taxpayers  of  the 
city  at  a  special  election  by  a  majority 
vote  have  approved  it.  The  city  so  far 
as  it  is  able  by  any  procedure  of  the 
law,  has  bound  itself  to  carry  out  this 
proposition,  and  the  names  subscribed 
to  the  foregoing  pledge,  I  trust  are  a 
sufficient  guarantee  to  every  voter  of 
the  County  of  Chautauqua  that  the 
City  of  Jamestown  will  do  just  as  it 
has  agreed. 

"Jamestown  is  at  present  without  any 
buildings  for  its  city  offices,  but  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  near 

future  such  buildings  should  be  con- 
structed for  the  use  of  the  city,  which 

should  cost  a  large  part  of  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  used  by  the  city  in  con- 

structing city  and  county  buildings. 
The  two  if  built  together  on  the  same 
site  would  cost  proportionated  less 
than  if  built  separately  and  on  separate 
sites.  It  is  therefore  readily  seen  why 
Jamestown  can  make  this  offer  to  the 
county.  Having  to  build  city  buildings 
at  once,  it  would  be  as  well  to  put  on  a 
little  more  and  join  with  the  county  in 
erecting  city  and  countv  buildings. 

"If  the  people  shall  by  vote  adopt  the 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
as  to  the  changing  of  the  countv  seat, 
county  offices,  location  of  the  jail,  etc., 
the  county  will  have  to  pay  only  twentv- 
five  thousand  dollars  but  of  this  sum 

Jamestown  pays  nearly  one-fourth  by 
reason  of  its  being  a  general  tax  against 
the  county.  The  present  buildings  and 
grounds  at  Mayville  ought  to  bring  five 
thousand  dollars  so  that  the  countv  at 

large  outside  of  Jamestown  would  have 
to  pay  only  the  balance  of  fourteen  or 
sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The  Board 
of  Supervisors,  composed  of  intelligent 
men  of  the  county,  believing  and  reiving 
upon  the  statement  of  Jamestown,  have 
already  voted  to  change  the  county  seat 
and  offices  from  Mayville  to  our  city. 
A  committee  composed  of  five  Suoer- 
visors,  representing  the  countv,  and 
three  Aldermen,  the  City  Attornev  and 
myself,  representing  the  city,  has  been 
appointed  to  draft  a  suitable  bill  for 

enactment  by  the  Legislature  to  enable 
the  countv  and  city  to  carry  into  effect 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 

and  the  proposition  of  Jamestown,  pro- 
vided it  shall  be  approved  by  the  voters 

at  the  next  annual  election. 

"Everything  has  been  done  on  the 
part  of  the  city  that  can  be  done  until 
the  voters  have  expressed  their  ap- 

proval of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  It  is  not  a  question 
whether  the  county  seat  shall  go  to 
Dunkirk,  but  it  is  the  one  single  pro- 

position as  to  whether  the  county  seat 
shall  remain  at  Mavville  or  be  removed 

to  Jamestown.  The  Board  of  Supervis- 
ors has  passed  upon  and  denied  the 

application  of  Dunkirk  to  have  the 
county  seat.  If  they  remain  at  Mayville 
it  is  conceded  that  a  large  sum  of 

money,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  must  be  raised  by  the 

County  of  Chautauqua  to  erect  a  suit- 
able Court  House,  county  offices  and 

proper  jail  at  that  place.  The  question 
then  is  whether  you  will  vote  to  con- 

tinue the  county  offices  and  buildings 
at  Mavville,  submit  yourselves  to  a  tax 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  or 

pay  fourteen  thousand  or  sixteen  thou- 
sand and  have  the  countv  buildings  at 

Jamestown. 
"It  is  well  known  that  the  buildings 

now  being  used  by  the  county  at  May- 

ville, viz.,  the  County  Clerk's  office,  the 
Treasurer's  office,  the  Surrogate's  office 
and  jail,  and  even  the  court  house  are 
entirely  inadequate  and  not  suitable  in 
any  way  to  accommodate  the  business 
of  the  county  or  to  properly  care  for  its 
records. 

"If  you  should  conclude  to  join  the 
City  of  Jamestown  in  the  erection  of 
these  buildings,  every  taxpayer  of  the 
county  will  save  his  proportion  of  a 
large  amount  of  money,  the  difference 
between  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 

you  will  have  to  pay  when  the  buildings 
are  built  at  Mavville  ami  the  fourteen 
or  sixteen  thousand  dollars  which  you 
will  be  required  to  contribute  if  they 
are  moved  to  Jamestown.  When  you 
go  to  the  polls  to  cast  your  vote  upon 
this  question,  determine  in  vour  own 
mind  which  is  best  for  yourself  and  the 
county.  Compare  Jamestown  with  its 
numerous  first  class  hotels,  its  accessi- 

bility by  railroads  and  public  convey- 
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ances,  and  its  good  markets,  with  May- 
ville,  ask  yourself  the  question  if  you 
are  to  attend  a  court  or  have  any  busi- 

ness at  the  county  seat  with  its  frequent 
detainments  and  delays,  whether  you 
can  be  as  well  accommodated  at  May- 
ville  as  at  Jamestown  ? 

ation  if  the  County  of  Chautauqua  shall 
have  voted  to  change  the  county  seat 
from  Mayville  to  Jamestown,  and 
Jamestown  then  shall  fail  to  carry  out 
her  agreements.  The  answer  to  this 
is  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  bv 

adopting  a  resolution  which  shall  con- 

CITY  HALL    JAMESTOWN,  N.  Y. 

''This  is  not  a  question  of  the  interest 
of  any  particular  locality  of  the  county, 
but  of  public  convenience  and  expendi- 

ture of  money.  Some  persons  who  for 
local  reasons  are  opposing  the  removal 
of  the  county  seat  to  Jamestown,  may 
ask  the  question,  what  will  be  the  situ- 

tinue  the  county  seat  and  offices  at 

Mayville,  have  it  in  their  power  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  county  and 

further  the  statute  which  allows  the 

changing  of  county  seats  provides  that 
before  such  changes  shall  take  effect, 
the  buildings  must  be  accepted  by  the 
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Board  of  Supervisors.  Therefore,  until 
such  a  time  as  Jamestown  shall  have 
erected  these  buildings  no  changes  in 
the  county  seat  will  have  taken  place, 
although  the  Board  of  Supervisors  may 
have  resolved  that  such  changes  take 
place  and  the  electors  of  the  county 
may  have  voted  therefor,  so  that  in  no 
possible  contingency  can  the  county 
suffer  by  the  failure  of  Jamestown  to 
keep  its  pledge. 

"This  statement  is  made  so  that  rhe 
voters  of  the  county  may  not  be  misled 
as  to  our  proposition.  These  buildings 
are  to  be  constructed  with  ample  room 
to  accommodate  the  county  and  city, 
and  are  to  be  owned  jointly  by  them, 
and  a  committee  representing  the  coun- 

ty and  city  are  to  have  control  and  man  - 
agement of  them  when  constructed. 

"Believing  in  the  intelligence  and 
good  judgment  of  the  voters  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  we  leave  this  question 
without  further  comment  knowing  that 
when  you  cast  your  vote  upon  the  ques- 

tion, you  will  do  it  with  that  intelli- 
gence, fairness  and  good  faith  which  has 

always  characterized  your  acts. 

"O.  F.  Price,  Mayor." 
This  statement  summarized  veiy  con- 

clusively the  reasons  for  the  change, 
which  the  voters  of  Southern  Chautau- 

qua now  regarded  as  inevitable,  and 

being  thus  confident,  paid  no  further 

attention  to  the  matter,  save  perhaps 
to  now  and  then  listen  to  the  frenzied 

tirade,  of  some  opponent  with  a  tolerant 

smile.  Unfortunately  the  citizens  were 

over-confident,  and  as  a  result  of  their 
lack  of  organization  and  indifference 

the  total  vote  of  the  county  was  six 

thousand  six  hundred  forty-four  for, 

and  seven  thousand  sixty-five  against. 
The  most  singular  circumstance  in  con- 

nection with  this  vote  is  the  fact  that 

in  Jamestown  two  hundred  eighty-two 
citizens  voted  against  the  proposition. 
If  these  persons  had  voted  with  the 

majority  of  Jamestowners.  the  proposb 

tion  would  have  carried,  and  the  county 
buildings  removed  from  their  present 

location.  Under  the  circumstances  per- 
haps it  was  just  as  well  that  the  offer 

of  the  city  was  rejected,  for  to  quote 

The  Journal  of  that  date :  "Jamestown 
felt  that  it  was  paying  very  well  for  the 
honor  of  being  the  county  capital  and 

was  not  disposed  to  get  in  a  fever  heat 
over  the  acceptance  of  a  very  liberal 

offer." 

This  adverse  vote  put  a  quietus  on 

the  county  seat  agitation.  The  Board 
of  Supervisors  made  the  appropriations 

necessary  to  repair  the  old  county 

buildings,  Jamestown  without  further 
ado  proceeded  to  the  construction  of 

a  city  hall  at  a  cost  of  eighty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  from  that  date  to  the 

present  time  there  has  been  no  further 

talk  of  changing  the  county  seat,  al- 
though it  is  believed  that  ultimately  as 

the  county  increases  in  population,  the 

"logic  of  events"  will  force  the  removal 
of  the  county  buildings  to  the  metrop- 

olis of  the  county. 

One  of  the  most  bitter  but  futile 

fights  in  which  the  citizens  of  James- 
town ever  engaged,  occurred  in  1889 

when  a  vigorous  effort  was  made  to 

compel  the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Com- 
pany, which  had  piped  the  city  some 

years  previous,  to  reconsider  its  action 
in  raising  the  rates  for  fuel  gas. 

This  company  was  given  a  franchise 

to  lay  its  pipes  in  the  city  with  the  un- 
derstanding verbally  expressed  that  the 

rates  would  lie  reasonable  and  that  as 

soon  as  the  expense  of  construction  had 
been  met,  these  rates  would  be  still 

further  reduced.  In  due  time  the  com- 

pany had  its  plant  ready  for  operation. 
The  citizens  found  the  vapor  fuel  very 
cheap  and  convenient.  October  r, 

1889,  officials  of  the  Gas  Company  met 

in  Jamestown  and  arranged  a  new 
schedule  of  rates,  which  with  a  number 

five  mixer,  the  size  generally  used  by 

consumers  may  be  compared  as  fol- 
lows : 

First  mixer,  old  rate,  three  dollars 

and  fifty  cents  new  rate   four  dollars 
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and  twenty-five  cents;  second  mixer, 
old  rate,  three  dollars,  new  rate,  three 

dollars  and  seventy-five  cents ;  third 
mixer,  old  rate,  two  dollars  and  fifty 

cents,  new  rate,  three  dollars  and  twen- 

ty-five cents ;  fourth  mixer,  old  rate, 
two  dollars,  new  rate  two  dollars  and 

seventy-five  cents  ;  fifth  mixer,  old  rate, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  new  rate,  two 

dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

This  raise  was  exasperating-  enough, 
but  what  tended  to  still  further  inten- 

sify the  feeling  against  the  company 
was  the  announcement  that  so  far  as 

possible  after  November  i,  the  meter 
system  would  be  adopted.  That  is  to 
say  gas  would  thereafter  be  sold  by 
measure  instead  of  by  bulk.  A  further 
cause  for  irritation  was  the  decision  to 

discontinue  service  to  the  manufactur- 

ers altogether,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 

following  notice  which  was  sent  to  the 
manufacturers : 

"Pennsylvania  Gas  Co., 
"General  Office,  Warren,  Pa. 

"October  i,  1889. 

"Gentlemen: — Owing  to  the  dimin- 
ished supply  of  gas  we  find  it  necessary 

to  economize  in  its  use,  and  as  the  sup- 
ply is  insufficient  to  furnish  gas  to  man- 

ufactories, as  we  are  now  doing,  we 
will  be  compelled  to  shut  them  off. 
You  will  please  take  notice  that  the 
supply  will  be  discontinued  at  your  fac- 

tory on  Thursday,  October  31,  next, 
or  at  an  earlier  day  if  it  suits  your  con- 
venience. 

''Respectfully, 

"Pennsylvania  Gas  Company." 
Similar  action  was  taken  by  the  com- 

pany in  Corry,  Erie  and  Warren,  which 

were  also  supplied  with  natural  gas. 

Immediately  there  was  a  popular  pro- 
test aaginst  this  change.  Mayor  Price 

issued  the  following  call : 

"TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

"The  raising  of  rates  of  fuel  gas  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Company  has 
created  a  wide  spread  feeling  of  dissat- 

isfaction in  this  community.  Many  be- 
lieve  in   concerted   action   to  protest 

against  the  new  schedule  and  if  possi- 
ble induce  its  withdrawal. 

"In  order  that  there  may  be  concerted 

action  for  relief  I  hereby  call  a  citizen's 
mass  meeting  to  be  held  in  Firemen's 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  Octo- 

ber 7,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  and ask  for  the  attendance  of  those  inter- 
ested. "O.  F.  Price, 

"Mayor  of  Jamestown." 
As  every  householder  in  Jamestown 

was  interested,  the  hall  was  wholly  in- 
adequate to  accommodate  the  crowd 

that  assembled.  Speeches  denouncing 

the  policy  of  the  company  in  raising 
the  rates  and  changing  the  system 

from  bulk  to  meter,  were  made  by  var- 
ious citizens  and  finally  the  Mayor  was 

directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  fif- 
teen to  take  under  advisement  and  re- 

port at  some  future  meeting  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  supply  of  fuel 

gas,  and  to  devise  and  report  some 

plan  or  plans  whereby  the  expense  of 

fuel  gas  could  be  permanently  cheap- 
ened. The  Mayor  appointed  as  such 

committee  J.  H.  Clark,  Jerome  Pres- 
ton, C.  E.  Weeks,  Hurley  Phillips,  E.  J. 

Squier,  R.  P.  Shearman,  Fred  Gron, 

M.  M.  Skiff,  F.  W.  Stevens,  M.  G.  Mar- 

tvn,  E.  R.  Bootey,  Hiram  Smith,  Rob- 
ert Bryan,  Fred  R.  Peterson. 

No  time  was  lost.  The  committee 

met  the  following  morning,  when  sub- 
committees were  appointed  to  devise 

plans  of  relief  and  to  visit  Corry,  War- 
ren and  Erie  to  arrange  for  the  desired 

concert  of  action.  Conference  fol- 

lowed conference.  All  agreed  that  the 
raise  in  rates  must  be  resisted.  The 
most  effective  means  of  resistance  was 

obviously  to  lessen  the  gas  company's 
business  and  the  way  to  lessen  its  bus- 

iness was  to  induce  the  individual  con- 
sumers to  shut  off  the  gas  and  return 

to  coal  or  wood.  The  committees, 

therefore,  prepared  a  power  of  attorney 
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which  authorized  a  designated  commit- 

tee to  order  the  gas  shut  off  on  No- 
vember t,  and  a  campaign  to  secure 

the  signatures  of  the  consumers  to  this 

document  was  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted with  great  vigor  and  success. 

While  this  was  going  on  a  committee 
from  the  different  cities  went  to  Warren 

to  confer  with  Fred  P.  Hays,  the  Pres- 

ident of  the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Com- 
pany. This  committee  was  composed 

of  the  following  gentlemen  :  W.  Down- 
ing, L.  W.  Olds,  Erie;  S.  G.  Walker, 

G.  W.  Dunkle,  Charles  VanEvery, 
Warren ;  A.  B.  Osborne,  W.  C.  Plumb, 

Corry  ;  O.  F.  Price,  E.  J.  Squier,  R.  P. 
Shearman,  J.  A.  Clary,  Jamestown. 
The  committee  met  in  Warren  October 

19,  1889.  The  result  of  the  conference 
is  reported  in  The  Journal  as  follows : 

"Before  dinner  Mr.  Dunkle  called  on 
Mr.  Hays  and  asked  at  what  hour  he 
could  meet  the  committee.  President 

Hays  said  he  could  not  meet  with  any 
committee,  but  if  these  gentlemen 

wished  to  discuss  the  gas  question  sim- 
ply as  individuals  he  would  be  at  lib- 

erty to  talk  to  them  at  three  o'clock in  the  afternoon.  The  members  of 
the  committee  met  at  the  Car- 

ver House  at  half  past  one  and 
organized  with  Mayor  Price  in  the 
chair  and  Mr.  Plumb  acting  as  Secre- 

tary. It  was  unanimously  decided  that 
if  Mr.  Hays  maintained  his  position 
not  to  meet  them  as  representatives 

they  would  not  talk  to  him  as  individ- 
uals. The  committees  from  the  four 

cities  here  have  powers  of  attorney  rep- 
resenting seven  thousand  mixers.  *  * 

*  *  At  two  o'clock  Mayor  Price  and 
Mr.  Osborne  called  on  Mr.  Hays  and 
asked  for  an  interview  with  the  com- 

mittee as  such.  Mr.  Hays  said  he 
would  meet  with  them  as  a  committee 

?l  three  o'clock.  At  three  o'clock  the 
committee  called  on  Mr.  Hays,  headed 
by  Mayor  Price.  Mr.  Hays  kept  them 
waiting  in  the  hallway  fifteen  minutes. 
When  he  received  them  Mr.  Price  stat- 

ed the  object  of  the  call.  Mr.  Hays 

answered,  'In  other  words  wish  to  con- 
trol the  business  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Gas  Company?' 

"Mr.  Price  asked  if  he  should  pre- 
sent the  petition.  Mr.  Hays  replied  he 

didn't  care  to  see  it.  The  Pennsylvania 
Gas  Company  had  established  the  rates 
and  did  not  intend  to  recede  from 
them  ;  that  the  company  must  preserve 
its  gas  and  took  the  present  method 
to  do  so.  Next  year  it  would  sell  no 

gas  except  by  meter  system." To  say  that  the  citizens  of  Jamestown 

were  indignant  over  this  treatment  of  a 
committee  headed  by  the  Mayor,  would 

be  putting  it  very  mildly  indeed.  The 

feeling  was  expressed  in  the  following 

appeal  which  was  issued  October  21 
by  the  committee : 

"To  the  Citizens  of  Jamestown : 
"Your  committee  appointed  in  con- 

nection with  other  committees  from 

Warren,  Corry  and  Erie  to  submit  the 
action  of  the  united  gas  consumers  to 
President  Hays  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Gas  Company  met  him  by  appointment 
at  Warren  Saturday.  Mayor  Price 
fairly  presented  the  case  to  the  people, 
and  requested  an  answer  to  their  peti- 

tion that  the  company  recede  from  its 
action  in  raising  the  price  of  fuel.  In 

reply  President  Hays  treated  the  com- 
mittee and  their  plea  with  studied  cool- 

ness and  contempt.  Not  only  did  he 
refuse  to  entertain  any  proposition 
whatever,  but  he  expressly  stated  that 
next  summer  every  consumer  would  be 
put  on  the  meter  system.  That  is,  all 
must  pay  for  gas  by  the  thousand  feet. 

"Fellow  citizens,  the  Pennsylvania 
Gas  Company  has  scornfully  rejected 
your  protests  against  the  extortionate 
rates  to  be  charged  after  October  31. 
They  say  every  one  of  you  must  pay 
next  year  at  meter  rates.  This  will  be 
simply  ruinous  to  the  poor  man  who 
persists  in  using  gas.  And  this  is  the 
corporation  to  which  we  gave  a  price- 

less franchise  for  a  mere  song  on  the 
understanding  that  the  fuel  should  be 
supplied  at  reasonable  rates. 

"What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 
"W  ill  you  tamely  submit  to  the  inso- 

lent rapacity  of  this  monopoly? 

''It  will  tighten  the  screws  on  you  to 
the  limit  of  human  endurance  if  you 
do  not  rebel.  They  laugh  at  your 
struggles  for  relief. 

"Will  you  break  away? 
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sible  in  the  courts.  Attorneys  E.  R. 

Bootey,  W.  O.  Benedict  and  B.  A.  Bar- 
low were  appointed  a  committee  to 

look  after  such  legislation  as  might  be 

necessary  or  expedient  to  protect  the 
citizens  against  the  company.  Equally 

as  intense  excitement  prevailed  in  the 

other  cities.  At  Erie  Hon.  J.  J.  Down- 
ing counselled  the  people  not  to  resort 

to  violence,  but  keep  within  the  law 

and  The  Times  of  that  city  in  comment- 

EAST  THIRD  STREET.  JAMKSTOWN,  N.  Y. 

ing  on  this  remark  significantly  said 
that  one  gentleman  interested  in  the 

agitation  had  asserted  that  if  the  people 

would  go  at  the  lines  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Gas  Company  and  do  what  the 

councils  would  like  to  have  done,  viz., 

remove  the  lines  from  the  streets,  there 

would  not  be  officers  enough  to  pre- 
vent them.  At  Warren  an  action  was 

commenced  in  the  courts  to  restrain  the 

company  from  raising  the  rates  on  the 

"Let  every  man  sign  the  power  of 
attorney ;  let  the  poor  man  protect 
himself ;  let  the  rich  man  help  his 
neighbor. 

"Let  us  know  who  are  for  and  who 
are  indifferent  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 

ple. 
"You  have  it  in  your  power  to  do 

away  with  this  unnecessary  raise  and 
the  still  more  odious  meter  system. 

"Let  all  turn  out  at  the  meeting  in 
the  Opera  House  Monday  night. 

"Let  it  be  a  rouser. 

"We  will  begin  this  grand  battle  anew 
and  if  the  people  say  it,  we  will  win. 
The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
God. 

"Per  order  Citizens  Committee." 
The  people  did  turn  out  to  this  meet- 

ing which  was  held  at  the  Opera  House 
October  21,  1889.  They  filled  the 
house.  Vigorous  speeches  were  made. 
It  was  decided  to  continue  the  circula- 

tion of  the  powers  of  attorney,  and  also 

to  harass  the  company  as  much  as  pos- 
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grounds  that  the  company  had  agreed 

with  the  People's  Gas  Company  to  fur- 
nish gas  for  a  term  of  five  years  at  the 

existing  schedule.  At  Corry  the  pow- 
ers of  attorney  were  circulated  with 

great  vigor. 

The  gas  company  throughout  all  this 
agitation  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its 

way,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 

episode  at  Warren  when  Mr.  Hays 

kept  the  citizens  committee  waiting  in 
the  ante  room  for  fifteen  minutes,  did 

not  apparently  pay  any  attention  to  the 
movement  to  injure  its  business.  On 

the  morning  of  October  31,  1889,  the 

committee  composed  of  J.  A.  Clary,  J. 
H.  Clark  and  Fred  Gron,  called  at  the 

gas  office  and  handed  to  Manager  J.  R. 
Drum  a  list  containing  two  thousand 

five  hundred  names  directing  that  the 

gas  be  shut  off  on  November  1.  Man- 
ager Drum  calmly  took  the  list,  glanced 

hurriedly  at  the  signatures  and  quietly 
told  the  committee  that  the  business 

should  be  attended  to  at  once.  Rel- 

atively the  same  proportion  of  mixers 
were  ordered  out  in  the  other  cities, 

and  on  the  face  of  it,  there  was  every 

indication  that  the  company  had  lost 
a  substantial  bit  of  business. 

But  natural  gas  was  more  convenient 
than  wood  or  coal  and  moreover 

cheaper,  even  under  the  new  rate.  Con- 

sumers discovered  that  the  meter  sys- 
tem was  not  so  bad  as  anticipated  for 

by  the  exercise  of  economy  their  gas 
bills  in  many  instances  were  not  so 

large  as  when  the  gas  was  taken  in 
bulk.  Under  such  circumstances  it  was 

difficult  to  keep  the  people  from  using 
the  gas.  Gradually  those  who  had 
signed  the  power  of  attorney  ordering 
the  gas  removed,  resumed  their  pat- 

ronage of  the  company,  just  as  a  mi- 

nority of  the  citizens  had  predicted. 
Ultimately  the  storm  blew  over  and  the 

gas  company  continued  doing  business 
on  the  meter  basis. 

Oscar  F.  Price  was  Mayor  of  James- 
town from  the  date  of  its  incorporation 

as  a  city  until  1894,  when  he  retired, 

and  Eleazer  Green  was  elected  by  prac- 
tically a  unanimous  vote.  Mr.  Green 

had  for  some  years  been  one  of  the 

leading  attorneys  of  the  city  and  an  ac- 
tive and  aggressive  Republican.  In  an 

appreciative    and    timely  biographical 

sketch  The  Journal  said:  "I  lis  nomi- nation was  a  recognition  of  his  fitness, 
progressive  business  spirit  and  sterling 
integrity,  and  his  overwhelming  elec- 

tion was  further  proof  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him.  No  man  could  enter 

upon  his  official  career  with  greater 
evidence  of  esteem  and  confidence  than 
does  Mr.  Green.  He  was  selected  with 
the  expectation  that  the  city  would  be 
conducted  in  a  business  maimer,  and 
that  there  should  be  a  clean,  creditable 

administration." 
Mayor  Green  took  the  oath  of  office 

in  the  Common  Council  chamber  May 

7,  1894.  On  that  occasion  Mayor  Price 
presented  to  Mayor  Green  the  hand- 

some silver  tipped  gavel  which  he  had 
received  so  many  years  ago,  and  said 
he  was  glad  to  surrender  this  emblem 

of  authority  to  a  man  of  honor  and  abil- 

ity. "Since  coming  to  this  Council 

eleven  years  ago,"  said  Mayor  Price, 
"the  city  has  more  than  doubled  its 
population.  This  has  been  due  to  the 
enterprise  of  her  citizens  and  to  the 

wisdom  of  those  who  have  shaped  its 

destiny  during  the  early  days  of  its 

cityhood." Mayor  Green  in  response  said  that 
his  only  hope  was  that  he  might  retire 
with  the  knowledge  that  he  had  gained 

a  share  of  the  respect  obtained  by  the 

retiring  Mayor.  He  then  presented  his 
inaugural  message  to  the  Council.  The 
keynote  of  this  message  was  economy. 
"Allow  me,"  said  he,  "to  suggest  that 
during  the  period  of  debt  making,  it  is 
well  to  keep  constantly  in  mind  the  fact 
that  there  must  come  a  time  for  debt 

paying,  and  that  while  we  should  not 
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hesitate  to  make  all  needful  public  im- 
provements, we  should  carefully  avoid 

all  unnecessary  or  extravagant  expendi- 

ture." 
Mayor  Green  recommended  that  sal- 

aries and  wages  paid  city  officials  and 
employes  should  be  no  higher  than  was 

paid  by  private  individuals  and  corpora- 
tions for  similar  work,  and  acting  upon 

this  recommendation  the  Common 

Council  later  in  the  evening  made  quite 
a  substantial  cut  in  the  salaries  of  var- 

ious employes. 

An  important  event  occurred  early 

in  Mayor  Green's  administration,  when 
on  Monday,  June  18,  1894,  the  Grand 

Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks  of  the  United  States 

opened  its  annual  session  in  fames- 
town.  Extensive  preparations  had  been 

made  by  the  citizens  for  the  reception 
and  entertainment  of  the  delegates  who 
came  from  all  sections  of  the  United 

States.  An  unfortunate  controversy 
between  factions  of  the  order  over  the 

question  of  the  meeting  place  kept 

many  delegates  from  coming  to  James- 
town but  the  attendance  was  neverthe- 

less large  enough  to  tax  the  hotel  ca- 
pacity of  the  city.  The  lodge  sessions 

were  held  in  the  Opera  House  begin- 
ning Monday  morning,  June  18,  and 

closing  Wednesday  afternoon,  June  20. 
At  the  opening  session,  Mayor  Green 
delivered  an  appreciative  address  of  wel- 

come. Dr.  Simon  Quinlin  of  Chicago 
responded.  He  was  followed  by  Hon. 
Jerome  B.  Fisher,  and  in  turn  a  re- 

sponse was  made  by  Meade  D.  Det- 
weiler  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  A 
social  session  was  held  in  the  Opera 
House  Tuesday  evening  to  which  the 
public  was  invited,  and  at  which  various 

members  of  the  order  gave  a  pleasing 
literary  and  musical  program.  Wed- 

nesday evening  a  band  concert  was  held 

at  Celoron,  a  suburb  of  Jamestown,  lo- 
cated at  the  foot  of  Chautauqua  Lake. 

Thursday  a  grand  parade  was  given  in 
Jamestown,  and  in  the  evening,  a  grand 

ball  was  given  at  the  Grand  Hotel  at 
Point  Chautauqua.  Friday  evening 

balls  were  given  at  the  Kent  House  and 
Sterlingworth  Inn  at  Lakewood,  and 
this  concluded  the  festivities  of  the 

week. 

This  gathering  was  important,  in  that 
it  gave  to  Jamestown  a  prestige  as  a 

convention  city  that  could  not  other- 
wise have  been  attained,  and  at  fre- 
quent intervals  since,  various  fraternal 

orders  have  selected  the  city  as  a  place 

for  annual  conventions.  Among  those 

which  may  be  mentioned,  is  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  fndependent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Great  Camp  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  of  the  World, 

the  State  Conclave  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar, the  Grand  Lodge  Sons  of  St. 

George,  the  Grand  Lodge  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  National  Encampment  of 
the  Union  Veteran  Legion,  and  many 

other  organizations  of  lesser  import- 
ance. The  advantages  of  the  city  and 

the  lake  as  a  place  for  conventions  of 
this  character  may  be  best  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  for  three  successive 

years  the  Photographers'  Association 
of  America  met  at  Celoron,  which  is 

but  two  miles  from  Jamestown  and  con- 
nected therewith  by  an  excellent  trolley 

system. 
The  various  public  improvements 

which  were  commenced  under  the  ad- 

ministration of  Mayor  Price,  were  con- 
tinued under  the  administration  of 

Mayor  Green.  The  awarding  of  con- 
tracts, the  inspection  of  the  work  and 

the  settlement  of  various  controversies 

arising  from  time  to  time  between  the 
contractors  and  the  city  officials,  were 

among  the  important  duties  which  were 

imposed  on  the  Mayor,  Council  and 

City  Attorney.  There  are  many  inter- 
esting stories  which  might  be  written 

in  regard  to  these  matters  did  time  and 

space  permit.    For  example,  one  con- 
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tractor  of  experience,  in  making  his 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  excavation  for 

sewer  puroses,  unfortunately  for  him- 
self, failed  to  ascertain  the  geological 

formation  of  the  soil,  and  figuring  on 

the  cost  of  ordinary  excavation  discov- 
ered to  his  great  disgust  that  a  portion 

of  his  territory  was  quicksand  and  an- 
other portion  solid  rock.  This  discov- 

ery was  not  made,  however,  until  he 
had  been  awarded  the  contract  and 

given  satisfactory  bonds  for  its  faithful 
fulfillment.  This  particular  piece  of 
sewer  work  cost  the  contractor  many 

thousands  of  dollars  to  complete.  At 

one  point  he  was  obliged  to  blast  a 
trench  twenty  feet  in  depth  in  solid 
rock.  At  another  he  experienced  much 

trouble  with  quicksand. 

One  important  act  during  Mayor 

Green's  administration  was  the  exten- 
sion of  the  municipal  light  plant  so  as 

to  include  commercial  as  well  as  street 

lighting.  The  initial  resolution  leading 
to  this  important  step  was  introduced 

by  Alderman  Conrad  A.  Hult  at  a  spec- 
ial meeting  of  the  Common  Council 

held  July  2,  1895.  It  was  a  short  and 
simple  resolution  but  it  meant  much. 
This  is  the  text : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent 
of  the  municipal  lighting  plant  be  and 
that  he  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed 
to  buy  materials  and  extend  the  incan- 

descent circuits  so  that  lights  can  be 

furnished  for  the  Treasurer's  office, 
Police  headquarters,  Police  Court, 
Common  Council  chambers,  Deluge 
hose,  Rescue  hose,  Hook  and  Ladder, 
Prendergast  hose  and  headquarters, 
Martyn  hose,  and  also  to  supply  com- 

mercial lighting  as  far  as  the  city  can 
spare  the  same.  This  work  to  be  done 
by  our  own  men,  and  under  the  super- 

vision of  the  committee  on  municipal 
lighting;  and  it  is  guaranteed  by  the 
Superintendent  that  the  cost  will  not 

exceed  seven  hundred  twenty-five  dol- 

lars." 
The  Superintendent  proceeded  with 

all  possible  haste  to  obey  the  mandate 

of  the  Council.  There  was  some  oppo- 

sition on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the 

private  company  and  also  talk  of  litiga- 
tion. At  a  meeting  of  the  Common 

Council  October  7,  1895,  the  private 

company  submitted  these  propositions: 

"To  the  Honorable  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  Jamestown  we  submit 
to  you  the  following  propositions : 
"1 — The  Jamestown   Electric  Light 

and  Power  Company  will  sell  you  their 
plant  complete  at  its  actual  cost. 

"2 — The  Jamestown  Electric  Light 
and  Power  Company  will  buy  the  city 
plant  for  its  actual  worth,  and  furnish 
the  City  of  Jamestown  free,  all  incan- 

descent lighting  for  city  offices,  city 
building  and  hose  houses,  and  all  night 
every  night  arc  lamps  for  a  period  of 
ten  years  for  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents 

per  lamp  per  month. 
"3 — The  Jamestown  Electric  Light 

and  Power  Company  will  operate  your 
plant  for  a  term  of  years,  pay  interest 

on  the  plant's  bonded  indebtedness,  pay 
insurance  and  keep  up  necessary  repairs 
and  turn  it  oyer  to  you  in  good  condi- 

tion at  expiration  of  time  of  lease,  and 
furnish  city  incandescent  lights  free  for 
city  offices,  city  building  and  hose 
houses  and  furnish  all  night  every  night 

arc  lights  for  three  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents  per  month. 

"The  above  propositions  are  made  in 
good  faith  to  avoid  litigation,  and  the 
wish  of  the  undersigned  is  that  you  ac- 

cept the  first  one  but  if  not,  that  either 
of  the  others,  or  we  are  willing  to  meet 
you  on  any  other  equitable  terms. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

"Jamestown  Electric  Light  and  Power Company, 

"William  X  Cokey.  President." 
The  Council  ignored  the  propositions. 

The  threat  to  engage  in  litigation  was 

met  with  the  enactment  of  legislation 

that  swept  away  the  last  chance  of  suc- 
cessfully maintaining  an  action  in  the 

courts.  Mayor  and  Council  were  com- 
mitted to  the  proposition  to  furnish 

li^'ht  for  commercial  use  and  would  not 
recede  from  the  orieinal  program  that 

had  been  planned.  The  controversy  at- 
tracted wide-spread  attention  as  will  be 
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seen  from  the  following  editorial  para- 

graph that  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  Ex- 
press at  the  time : 

"The  City  of  Jamestown  engaged  in 
the  electric  lighting  business  in  compe- 

tition with  the  old  private  company.  It 
did  not  buy  out  the  private  concern,  as 
has  been  done  in  some  other  places. 
Nevertheless  Jamestown  has  managed 
to  light  itself  at  a  profit — that  is,  it 
saved  money  by  doing  the  work  itself. 

So  great  has  been  the  city's  success  that 
it  was  decided  to  contract  with  mer- 

chants to  light  their  stores  from  the 
municpial  supply. 

"This  has  stirred  up  the  Jamestown 
Electric  Light  and  Power  Company. 
It  now  offers  to  either  sell  out  to  the 

city  at  actual  value  or  to  buy  or  lease 

the  city's  plant.  In  case  of  a  refusal  of 
all  these  propositions  the  company 
threatens  to  test  in  the  courts  the  right 
of  the  city  to  do  private  lighting. 

"It  is  very  certain  that  Jamestown 
will  not  sell  out.  No  city  which  has 
ever  tried  commercial  lighting  wants 
to  return  to  the  old  plan.  The  action 
of  the  company  has  left  no  reason  why 
the  city  should  buy  its  plant.  Nor  need 
the  city  be  afraid  of  the  outcome  of  the 
threatened  suit.  It  is  a  novel  question, 

inasmuch  as  very  few  municipalities  en- 
gage in  private  lighting  though  munici- 

pal plants  for  public  lighting  are  com- 
mon. It  is  a  question  which  may  be- 

come of  importance  in  the  future,  how- 
ever, so  it  is  well  to  have  it  settled.  It 

is  said  that  the  Jamestown  corporation 
will  be  assisted  by  all  the  electric  light- 

ing companies  of  the  state.  This  would 

not  be  surprising." 
The  original  extension,  which  was 

chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  providing  in- 
candescent lights  for  the  city  offices  and 

hose  houses,  was  the  opening  wedge. 

Soon  the  service  was  extended  to  pri- 
vate consumers,  the  plant  was  again 

enlarged,  a  new  building  was  erected 

and  in  the  course  of  a  brief  period  of 
time  the  municipality  had  numerous 

contracts  with  individuals  and  corpora- 
tions and  was  fairly  launched  in  the 

enterprise  of  supplying  lights  to  the 

public. 

The  City  Hall  was  built  during  Mr. 

Green's  administration.  Architect  Aaron 

Hall  submitted  plans  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Council  and  April  2, 

1895,  the  taxpayers  by  a  vote  of  six 

hundred  fifty-one  to  three  hundred  six- 
ty-eight sanctioned  the  proposition  to 

raise  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  by 
bond  issue  for  the  construction  of  the 

building.  The  bonds  were  sold  at  a 

premium,,  the  contract  speedily  awarded 
to  the  firm  of  Mahoney  Brothers  and 

Jones,  and  September  28,  1895,  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  new  structure  was  laid 

with  appropriate  ceremonies  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

The  exercises  on  this  occasion  com- 

menced at  one-thirty  in  the  afternoon 
when  there  was  a  parade  by  various 

civic  and  military  organizations  of  the 

city.  Mayor  Green  delivered  an  ad- 
dress in  the  presence  of  an  immense 

crowd.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  ad- 
dress the  officers  deputized  by  the 

Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York  be- 

gan the  service  with  the  impressive  rit- 
ual used  by  the  fraternity  on  such  oc- 

casions. The  organization  of  the  depu- 
tized Grand  Lodge  was :  Grand  Mar- 
shal, Frank  T.  Gilbert ;  Grand  Tiler, 

Andrew  Ferguson ;  Grand  Stewards, 

L.  L.  Hanchett,  T.  D.  Hanchett ;  Mas- 
ter Architect,  Aaron  Hall ;  Grand  Per- 

suivant,  John  B.  Shaw;  Grand  Sword 
Bearer,  A.  A.  Burlin ;  Grand  Standard 
Bearer,  H.  R.  Wiley ;  Grand  Secretary, 
Frank  Merz ;  Grand  Treasurer,  Joseph 

Whittaker ;  Grand  Junior  Warden,  Dr. 

Joseph  Fowler ;  Grand  Senior  Warden, 
Philip  A.  Joyce  ;  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev. 

C.  C.  Albertson ;  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Joel  H.  Prescott,  Jr. ;  Grand  Junior 

Deacon,  Frank  B.  Bush ;  Grand  Senior 

Deacon,  L.  L.  Mason ;  Escort  to  Grand 
Master,  Past  Eminent  Commander  J. 

T.  Larmonth,  Past  Eminent  Command- 
er Samuel  Briggs ;  Grand  Master, 

Charles  W.  Cushman. 
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The  building  was  completed  as  speed- 
ily as  possible.  The  city  offices  which 

were  widely  scattered  were  removed 
and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 

Jamestown  placed  under  one  roof. 

Another  event  of  Mr.  Green's  ad- 
ministration was  the  amendment  of  the 

city  charter  which  was  successfully  ac- 
complished in  the  face  of  a  determined 

and  powerful  opposition  of  a  faction 
that  wished  radical  changes  and  was 

opposed  to  half  way  measures  The 

retired  from  the  office  of  Mayor  at  the 

expiration  of  his  term  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  predecessor,  Oscar  F. 

Price,  who  by  a  highly  flattering  vote 

was  again  elected  to  this  important 
position.  Mayor  Price  served  two  years 

and  in  T898,  declining  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  re-election  he  was  succeeded 

by  Henry  H.  Cooper,  who  for  several 
years  had  represented  the  Second  Ward 
on  the  Common  Council  and  who  in 

the  position  of  President  of  that  body 

MAIN  STREET  LOOKING  NORTH  FROM 

new  charter  which  was  approved  by 
the  Legsilature  simply  enlarged  the 

powers  of  the  city  officials  without  re- 
moving any  of  the  limitations  and 

checks  hitherto  imposed,  and  while  im- 
portant in  some  respects,  did  not  ma- 
terially modify  the  existing  scheme  of 

government. 
In  the  fall  of  1895  Mr.  Green  was 

elected  District  Attorney  of  Chautau- 
qua County,  assuming  the  duties  of  the 

office  January  1,  1896.    Pie  therefore 

SECOND  STREET,  JAMESTOWN,  N  Y. 

had  exhibited  a  tact  and  executive  abil- 

ity that  was  now  rewarded  by  the  high- 
est office  in  the  gift  of  the  voters  of  the 

city. 

Mayor  Cooper  took  the  oath  of  office 
April  11,  1898.  Retiring,  Mayor  Price 
reviewed  the  municipal  history  of  the 

city  since  its  incorporation  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  future  of  the 

city  would  be  as  prosperous  as  the  past. 

Mayor  Cooper  responded  briefly,  pledg- 
ing himself  to  administer  justice  and 
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right.  In  his  message  to  the  Council 
he  urged  that  every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  industrial  enterprises 
and  that  great  care  should  be  taken 

to  keep  the  city  from  the  clutches  of 

designing  corporations.  In  conclusion 

he  said:  "I  have  full  confidence  in  the 
greatness  of  our  beautiful  city.  If  all 
our  citizens,  both  private  and  official, 

will  become  imbued  with  civic  and  pat- 
riotic pride  and  work  in  unison  for  the 

advancement  of  our  city  to  the  nearest 

point  of  perfection,  financially,  socially 
and  morally,  we  can  soon  point  with 

pride  to  a  clean,  progressive  city  of 

homes." 
A  feature  of  the  inauguration  of 

Mayor  Cooper  was  the  presence  of  a 

large  party  of  friends  from  Buffalo.  In 
this  party  were  Mayor  Conrad  Diehl, 
Senator  Simon  Seibert,  President  of  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  John  J.  Kennedy, 
Alderman  James  Franklin,  Alderman 

James  Smith,  Alderman  William  Sum- 
mers, Assessor  Nicholas  J.  Mock,  As- 
sessor George  Stauber,  Commissioner 

of  Jurors  Willis  H.  Meads,  Penitentiary 
Keeper  Alexander  H.  Sloan,  City  Clerk 
Frank  Gethoefer,  Deputy  City  Clerk 

William  E.  Corcoran,  George  P.  Lynd, 
John  H.  Cooper,  F.  R.  Dohertv,  John 

C.  Bertrand,  E.  J.  Smith,  Fred  A.  Mer- 
ritt,  A.  J.  Exstein,  Dr.  W.  S.  Renner, 

John  P.  Diehl,  P.  J.  Mulhern,  M.  J. 
Smith,  John  R.  Moynihan,  Thomas  H. 
McDonough,  Gusts  f  Fleischman,  James 

Monroe,  George  P  Swanz,  Philip  Klip- 
fel,  Martin  J.  Ryan,  Daniel  I.  Rierdan, 
Frank  Rathbun,  Oscar  M.  White,  Dr. 
A.  E.  Diehl,  Lambert  Deakers,  Fred 

Geyer,  Hugh  O'Brian.  The  visitors 
came  on  a  special  train  from  Buffalo 

and  remained  in  the  ci'v  until  after  mid- 
night participating  in  the  festivities  of 

the  occasion. 

The  Spanish  War  which  occurred 

during  the  summer  of  1898  attracted  a 

good  deal  of  public  attention,  especial- 
ly after  the  departure  of  the  Thirteenth 

Separate  Company  for  Camp  Black, 
Ding  Island,  where  it  formed  a  part  of 

the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  that  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  LTnited 

States  and  spent  the  summer  at  Camp 

Alger  in  Virginia.  As  a  consequence 
for  a  time  the  people  displayed  more 

interest  in  military  than  in  municipal 

matters  but  it  may  be  said  that  Mayor 

Cooper  had  a  very  successful  admin- 
istration. Public  improvements  pro- 

jected under  preceding  administrations 

were  completed  during-  his  term  of 

office,  and  at  no  period  of  the  city's  his- 
tory were  municipal  affairs  conducted 

with  less  friction  or  greater  efficiency. 

J.  Emil  Johnson  succeeded  Mayor 
Cooper  in  the  spring  of  1900.  Mr. 
Johnson  had  served  a  long  municipal 

apprenticeship  on  the  Common  Coun- 
cil and  he  entered  upon  the  discharge 

of  his  duties  with  the  knowledge  that 
he  had  full  confidence  of  the  citizens. 

The  act  that  will  forever  distinguish 

Mayor  Johnson's  administration  was 
the  acquiring  of  a  municipal  water 

plant.  For  many  years  the  water  ques- 
tion had  been  the  all  absorbing  topic  of 

conversation.  Mention  of  this  has  pur- 
posely been  omitted  until  now  because 

to  attempt  to  detail  the  various  contro- 
versies which  arose  from  time  to  time 

between  the  citizens  the  city  and  the 

private  corporation,  would  occupy  more 
space  than  can  be  alloted  to  this  sketch. 
It  will  therefore  be  sufficient  to  sav  that 

ever  since  the  Trustees  of  the  village 

twenty  years  ago  gave  a  water  company 
permission  to  lay  pipes  in  the  village 
streets  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by 

a  "water  question." 

This  ag'itation  was  incessant,  some- 
times amusing,  and  at  all  times  vigor- 
ous. Municipal  issues  based  upon  some 

of  the  varying  phases  of  this  question 
were  the  rule  rather  than  the  excep- 

tion, and  the  individual  attitude  of  more 

than  one  candidate  was  responsible  for 
his  success  or  his  defeat. 
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At  no  time  was  this  question 

eliminated  from  local  political  cam- 
paigns. Many  years  ago  a  candidate 

used  the  relations  of  the  village  Trus- 
tees with  the  water  company  as  a  basis 

for  an  accusation  of  falsifying  the  vil- 

lage records,  and  other  official  miscon- 
duct, an  accusation  which  was  indig- 

nantly repudiated  and  which  was  prob- 
ably ill  founded.  On  another  occasion 

a  gentleman  who  had  imbibed  rather  too 
freely  of  intoxicants  strayed  into  the 
Common  Council  chambers  and  in  a 

voice  thick  with  liquid  emotion  shouted 

"Mr.  Mayor,  I  want  water,"  then  ob- 
serving the  amusement  depicted  on  the 

faces  of  the  Aldermen  he  continued,  "I 

don't  see  anything  funny  about  it."  To 
compile  all  that  appears  in  the  city 
records  on  water  controversies  would 

require  a  good  sized  volume,  and  even 

to  recapitulate  the  essential  facts  re- 
garding the  original  construction  of  a 

system  of  water  works  in  1881,  the  sub- 
sequent controversy  over  the  purity  of 

the  water  which  for  a  time  was  taken 

largely  from  the  Chautauqua  Lake  out- 
let, the  experimentation  to  find  a  new 

source  of  supply,  and  the  ultimate  se- 
lection of  the  subterranean  rivers  of  the 

Cassadaga  Valley,  is  too  great  a  task 
to  undertake  at  this  time.  In  brief, 

when  Mayor  Johnson  assumed  the 

reins  of  municipal  government  the  city 

was  supplied  with  water  by  the  James- 

town Water  Supply  Company,  a  cor- 
poration which  had  succeeded  to  all 

the  earlier  rights  and  franchises  granted 

by  village  Trustees  and  Hoards  of  Al- 
dermen, and  which  had  a  plant  worth 

from  three  hundred  thousand  to  seven 

hundred  thousand  dollars  according  to 

the  point  of  view.  An  abundant  supply 
of  pure  water  was  provided  and  a  satis- 

factory pressure  for  fire  protection  was 

supplied  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  per 
hydrant.  There  was  no  objection  to 
the  quality  of  the  water  or  the  service, 

but  there  was  a  feeling  that  the  rates 

were  unreasonably  high  and  as  the  con- 
tract of  the  company  with  the  city  ex- 
pired in  a  few  years,  the  demand  that 

steps  for  acquiring  a  municipal  water 

plant  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  became 
more  insistent  than  ever  before. 

It  was  obvious  at  the  outset  that 

there  were  two  ways  in  which  a  munici- 
pal plant  could  be  secured.  One  was 

to  purchase  the  plant  of  the  Jamestown 

Water  Supply  Company.  The  other 
was  to  build  a  new  plant.  As  to  which 

plan  was  the  most  desirable,  there  was 
a  marked  difference  of  opinion,  and  the 

first  step  towards  the  solution  of  this 

difficulty  was  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  citizens  and  city  officials  to 

investigate  the  subject.  This  commit- 
tee consisted  of  A.  C.  Wade,  A.  J. 

Butts,  J.  C.  Swanson,  J.  D.  Johnson,  W. 
I.  Blystone,  A.  N.  Broadhead,  A.  John 

Peterson,  E.  B.  Crissey  and  S.  A.  Carl- 
son. These  gentlemen  employed  J.  F. 

Witmer,  an  eminent  hydraulic  engi- 
neer, with  instructions  to  ascertain  as 

far  as  practicable  the  value  of  the  plant, 
and  also  to  make  an  accurate  estimate 

of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  new  plant 

of  similar  capacity.  Mr.  Witmer  began 

his  work  January  21,  1901,  and  devoted 
several  months  to  the  task  of  collect- 

ing the  required  data.  In  September, 
1 901,  he  was  ready  to  report. 
The  water  company  in  November 

sent  the  committee  a  lengthy  communi- 
cation ,the  substance  of  which  was  that 

it  would  sell  its  plant  to  the  city  or 
would  renew  its  contract  and  reduce  its 

water  rates.  The  offer  to  sell  was  sat- 

isfactory as  far  as  it  went,  but  the  pro- 
position of  the  company  as  to  the  means 

for  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  plant 

was  sharply  attacked  by  the  committee, 
which  by  the  way  was  composed  of  the 
ablest  business  and  professional  men 
of  the  city.  Fortified  by  the  figures 
provided  by  Mr.  Witmer,  as  well  as  the 
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knowledge  of  the  business  methods  of 

large  corporations,  the  committee,  De- 
cember 1 8,  1 90 1,  sent  to  the  company 

a  lengthy  communication  in  which  the 

whole  history  of  the  controversy  was 
reviewed,  and  the  reasons  for  rejecting 

the  proposition  of  the  company  out- 
lined in  detail.  The  committee  said : 

"Your  first  proposition  is  as  follows : 
"We  are  willing  to  sell  our  property 

for  the  amount  of  our  investment,  and 

if  the  city  thinks  favorable  of  purchas- 
ing upon  this  basis,  we  will  furnish  you 

a  statement  of  such  investment,  and 

give  you  full  inspection  of  our  books. 

"This  investment,  of  course,  refers  to 
our  construction  account,  and,  while 

we  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  what 
it  contains,  we  must  assume  that  it  is 

the  ordinary  construction  account  of  a 

corporation  or  business  concern  of 

your  character,  and  if  so,  it  represents 
somewhere,  or  should  at  least,  the  cost 

of  this  entire  system  ;  that  is,  the  figures 
stand  there  today  as  they  were  placed 

there  eighteen  years  ago.  You  do  not 
indicate  to  us  that  you  have  ever 

charged  off  one  dollar  for  depreciation, 
but  we  must  pay  today,  if  we  accept 
that  proposition,  for  a  mile  of  pipe  just 
what  it  cost  you  in  1883.  If  that  pipe 

has  not  yet  commenced  to  deteriorate, 
can  you  indicate  to  us  when,  if  ever,  we 

may  look  for  the  process  of  deteriora- 
tion to  begin  ? 

"Again,  you  orally  state  to  us  that 
this  investment  account  is  substantially 
seven  hundred  thousand.  One  mem- 

ber of  our  sub-committee  sought  to  as- 
certain something  about  the  basis  of 

that  construction  account,  and  found 

that  when  the  present  owners  of  this 

company  purchased  the  stock  from  the 

original  owners,  it  opened  a  construc- 
tion account  by  entering  the  amount 

which  those  gentlemen  paid  for  the 

stock  which  they  purchased.  Now, 

again,  we  assume  that  this  is  the  actual 

cost.  We  certainly  have  no  right  to 

assume  that  it  is  less.  We  are  not  ad- 

vised whether  those  original  stockhold- 
ers made  a  profit  on  their  sale  of  the 

stock  to  you  or  not  but,  if  they  did,  you 
ask  the  city  now  to  pay  that  profit,  and 
this  we  decline  to  recommend. 

"Your  construction  account  should, 

if  it  goes  back  far  enough,  contain  the 
cost  of  all  the  experimental  work  of 

your  company  from  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization. The  people  of  this  city 

have  not  forgotten  the  experiment  that 
was  made  to  take  water  from  Chau- 

tauqua Lake.  This  was  done  without 
their  advice  or  encouragement,  and  are 

they  responsible  and  shall  they  be  made 

to  pay  for  its  failure  ? 
"Again,  there  was  a  time,  gentlemen, 

when  you  had  a  substantial  investment 

in  a  newspaper  of  this  city,  which  re- 
sulted disastrously.  Is  that  a  part  of 

the  investment  account  that  you  now 

wish  the  city  to  pay  ?  If  it  does  not 
form  a  part  of  this  account,  we  do  not 

know  where  it  would  naturally  be  en- 
tered upon  your  books.  If  there  are 

other  matters  akin  to  this  that  form  a 

part  of  your  investment  account,  we 
are  not  advised.  It  is  because  of  the 

uncertainty  of  an  investment  account, 

because  it  may  be  charged  with  fictitious 

investments  or  over-valuations,  or  as 

it  is  sometimes  done — by  charging  to 
it  the  amounts  of  the  stock  and  bonds, 

and  the  other  reasons  herein  given, 

that  we  advise  against  paying  you  the 

amount  of  your  investment  or  negotiat- 
ing with  you  with  that  as  a  basis  of 

valuation. 

"Your  second  proposition  is  as  fol- 1'  >ws : 

"We  will  sell  our  property  for  a  sum 

to  be  fixed  by  three  impartial  and  dis- 

interested appraisers.  We  have  here- 
tofore submitted  to  the  city  a  similar 

proposition,  and  refer  to  that  proposi- 
tion for  our  views  of  the  details  of  such 
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an  appraisal.  We  will  now  accept  that 

proposition,  or  any  other  which  cm- 

bodies  the  idea  of  an  appraisal,  conduct- 
ed substantially  on  the  general  lines 

therein  indicated. 

"Mind  yon  now — the  value  of  your 
property,  which  includes  your  good  will, 
your  rights,  privileges  and  franchises ; 
and  it  is  that  sort  of  an  appraisal  that 

you  have  invited  this  city  to  engage  in. 
It  may  be  clear  to  you  how  the  city 

of  Jamestown  can  enter  into  a  valid 
contract  for  arbitration  ,with  all  the 

conditions  which  you  impose,  but  we 
are  quite  unable  to  say  that  this  may 

be  done.  We  could  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantage which  your  company  has  in  a 

controversy  of  that  character,  you 

know  every  foot  of  pipe  that  is  laid  in 

this  city ;  you  know  its  size  ;  you  know 
its  kind  and  its  character;  you  know  its 

weight ;  you  know  how  it  was  laid  ;  you 

know  the  process  employed  in  doing 
this  work  ;  you  know  whether  it  is  likely 

to  be  durable  for  the  next  twenty-five 
years,  or  whether  it  is  not ;  you  are  in 

full  possession  of  this  knowlege ;  you 

know  where  pipe  is  laid  that  is  inade- 
quate; and  in  fact,  you  have  absolute 

knowledge  of  every  defective  condition 

of  your  entire  system,  and  you  can  give 

information  of  such  defects,  if  any,  or 
withhold  it,  at  your  pleasure.  You  can 
call  the  attention  of  appraisers  to  it,  or 

withhold  it,  as  you  see  fit.  The  city  has 

no  such  full  opportunity.  If  there  be 
a  defect,  the  city  must  find  it  out  in 
some  way  in  order  to  have  it  considered 

upon  such  an  appraisal.  You  may  say 
that  it  can  examine  the  pipe.  We  are 

sure  you  will  not  expect  the  city  to  go 
through  the  streets  here  digging  them 

up,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 

condition  of  your  pipe,  its  entire  length, 
in  order  to  accommodate  you  in  the 
appraisal  of  its  value.  But  you  may 
say  that  we  have  all  this  to  do  in  nego- 

tiating with  you  for  a  purchase  of  this 

plant ;  and  this  is  true  but  we  have  the 

privilege  of  acting  on  our  own  judgment 
in  this  trade  the  same  as  you  do,  when, 
if  we  submit  it  to  arbitration  of  others 

and  they  over-estimate  the  value  of 

your  property,  if  our  contract  to  take 
it  at  that  appraised  value  is  legal,  we 
have  no  redress  whatever. 

"3.  Then  you  prescribe  a  certain 
method  of  selecting  appraisers,  to  which 
there  is  substantially  no  objection  if 

there  were  any  reasonable  way  for  the 

city  to  embark  in  any  such  method  of 
purchasing  your  plant. 

"4.  'Said  Board  of  Appraisal  shall 

proceed  to  appraise  the  fair  and  reas- 
onable value  of  the  property,  rights  and 

franchises  proposed  to  be  sold;  shall 
take  into  consideration,  in  arriving  at 

their  determination,  any  fact  which  they 

deem  material ;  shall  hear  any  and  all 

evidence,'  etc. 
"You  cannot  claim  that  you  intended 

by  this  provision  that  the  appraisers, 
if  they  saw  fit,  should  deny  you  any 

value  to  your  rights,  privileges  and 
franchises,  because  you  have  prescribed 

that  they  shall  'appraise  the  fair  and 
reasonable  value  of  the  property,  rights 

and  franchises  proposed  to  be  sold.' 
We  have  said  all  that  we  desire  upon 
the  obligation  of  the  city  to  purchase 

your  good  will,  rights,  privileges  and 

franchises." The  committee  reviewed  the  work  of 

Engineer  Witmer,  how  he  had  made  an 

exhaustive  investigation  of  the  actual 
value  of  the  plant,  and  how  his  report 
was  endorsed  not  only  by  Rudolph 
Herring,an  eminent  engineer  from  New 

York,  but  also  by  Mr.  Benzenberg,  the 

company  engineer  who  had  been  with 
him  throughout  his  investigations. 

"They  reached  the  conclusion,"  said 
the  committee,  "that  the  physical  or 
tangible  property  of  your  company,  ex- 

cluding the  real  estate  itself,  was  four 

hundred   eighty-seven   thousand,  three 
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hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  from  which  valuation  should  be 

deducted  certain  small  pipe  which 
would  soon  become  valueless  by  reason 
of  the  extension  of  the  system,  which 
deduction  amounted  to  the  sum  of 

seventeen  thousand  seven  hundred 

eighty-five  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents, 
leaving  the  actual  value  of  your  plant 

excluding  real  estate,  four  hundred  six- 

ty-nine  thousand,  five  hundred  fifty-two 
dollars  and  sixty-three  cents.  Tn  con- 

clusion the  committee  said: 

"Your  last  proposition  to  renew  your 
contract  with  the  city  for  a  minimum 

term  of  twenty-five  years,  agreeing  to 
reduce  your  water  rates  from  twenty 

to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  we  cannot  rec- 
ommend for  obvious  reasons,  many  of 

which  are  hereby  given.  There  is  an- 
other which  we  believe  sufficient  to 

preclude  our  making  such  recommend- 
ation, and  that  is  the  well  known  fact 

that  the  people  of  this  city  desire  that 
the  municipality  shall  own  and  operate 
the  water  plant.  Still  another  reason 

prevails,  and  that  is  that  we  do  not  be- 
lieve the  reduction  sufficient  for  a  con- 
tract covering  a  minimum  term  of 

twenty-five  years.  There  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  this  city,  long  before 

that  time,  may  be  twice  its  present  size. 

"Knowing  as  we  do  the  sentiment  of 
the  people  of  this  city  upon  this  sub- 

ject, knowing  their  earnest  desire  to 
have  the  municipality  own  and  operate 
its  own  water  supply  system,  we  should 

feel  ourselves  betraying  every  trust  re- 
posed in  us  should  we  recommend  the 

renewal  of  your  contract  for  the  term 

suggested,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  that 
contract,  the  moment  it  is  signed,  is 
worth  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars 
in  cash  to  your  company. 

"We  recognize  that  no  investment 
should  be  wantonly  or  recklessly  ruined 
or  unnecessarily  duplicated.  We  feel 
now,  as  we  have  in  the  past,  that  it  is 

greatly  desirable  that  the  city  should 

reach  some  arrangement  for  the  pur- 
chase of  your  property,  and,  believing 

that  there  is  no  way  of  doing  this  that 
will  be  fair  to  this  municipality  except 

by  a  full  discussion  and  an  agreement 

as  to  price,  and  recognizing  the  desira- 
bility of  terminating  your  contract  at 

as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  we  are 

willing  to  recommend  to  the  city  the 

purchase  of  your  plant  complete  at  a 
total  cost  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 

lars, this  proposition  to  include  the 

plant  at  Falconer  and  Celoron — in  other 
words,  all  the  tangible  property  under 
the  control  of  this  company  and  owned 

by  it,  together  with  its  rights  in  the  vil- 
lages of  Falconer  and  Celoron. 

"If  you  notify  us  that  you  will  accept 
the  proposition  we  shall  recommend 

that  the  city  at  once  enter  upon  the  ar- 
rangement of  all  necessary  details,  and 

as  soon  as  practicable  to  submit  the 
question  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of 

this  city,  as  the  law  prescribes. 

''An  earlv  reply  is  solicited,  as  we  de- 
sire to  make  final  recommendation  on 

the  water  question  at  the  earliest  prac- 

ticable moment." 
The  company  in  due  time  replied  with 

an  offer  to  sell  the  plant  for  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  The  proposi- 

tion was  submitted  to  the  taxpayers  of 

the  city  and  defeated  by  a  vote  of  one 

hundred  forty-four  for,  and  one  thous- 
and fifty-two  against.  Another  offer 

was  soon  after  made  to  sell  the  plant 
for  six  hundred  thousand  and  the  final 

fight  to  secure  a  municipal  water  supply 

was  over  the  acceptance  or  rejection 

of  that  offer.  Those  who  opposed  pay- 
ing such  sum  argued  that  the  plant  was 

not  really  worth  over  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  at  best,  and  that  rather 

than  be  subjected  to  ruinous  competi- 
tion with  the  city,  the  company  would 

sell  at  that  figure.  Those  who  favored 

accepting   the    offer,    argued,    and  it 
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would  appear  to  the  writer,  wisely,  that 
it  was  better  to  purchase  the  plant  and 

take  possession  at  once,  rather  than  be 

subjected  to  the  delay  and  expense  of 
building  a  new  plant  and  engaging  in 
active  competition  with  a  company  as 

strongly  entrenched  as  this.  The  tax- 
payers took  this  view  of  the  situation 

and  authorized  the  purchase  at  this 

price.  There  was  some  discussion  over 
the  details  of  the  bill  providing  for  the 
creation  of  a  water  commission,  but 

everything  was  amicably  adjusted,  the 
bill  was  enacted,  the  bonds  of  the  city 
were  sold,  the  transfer  was  made  and 

on  April  i,  1903,  the  City  of  Jamestown 
engaged  in  the  business  of  supplying 
the  citizens  with  water. 

Mayor  Johnson  showed  excellent 
judgment  in  naming  as  members  of  the 
Water  Commission  Robert  N.  Marvin, 

Frank  W.  Stevens,  John  F.  Jones  and 
George  V.  Blackstone.  Mr.  Stevens 

for  many  years  had  served  as  attorney 
for  the  water  company  and  he  was 
therefore  familiar  with  all  the  details 
of  the  business  of  which  outsiders  would 

naturally  be  ignorant.  Messrs.  Mar- 
vin, Jones  and  Blackstone  are  all  ener- 

getic and  capable  business  men,  and 

being  unhampered  by  unnecessary  re- 
strictions in  the  management  of  the 

business,  have  made  a  showing  thus 
far  of  which  they  may  well  feel  proud. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  commis- 

sion was  to  arrange  for  a  reduction  in 
existing  rates.  Mr.  Stevens  with  much 

care  prepared  a  new  schedule  which  re- 
duced the  rates  substantially  thirty  per 

cent,  to  the  small  consumers,  and  at  the 

same  time  made  ample  provision  for 
the  payment  of  interest  on  bonds,  op- 

erating expenses,  repairs  on  plant,  and 
a  sinking  fund  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 

lars per  year  which  will  pay  the  bonds 
as  they  mature.  Provision  was  also 

made  for  additional  hydrants  for  fire 
protection,  and  on  the  whole  the  citi- 

zens have  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied 
with  this  municipal  investment.  They 

have  lower  rates  and  better  fire  pro- 
tection and  the  plant  at  the  same  time 

is  paying  for  itself. 
The  source  of  supply  is  located  at 

Levant,  three  or  four  miles  east  of  the 

city.  Artesian  wells  sunk  to  a  consid- 
erable depth  tap  an  unfailing  supply  of 

pure  and  cold  water.  This  supply  has 
been  constant  even  during  the  greatest 
drought  and  it  is  believed  it  will  be 

ample  to  supply  the  city  for  all  time  to 
come.  Concerning  the  purity  of  the 

water,  Dr.  Bissell,  a  Buffalo  bacteriolo- 
gist who  at  the  request  of  the  Water 

Commissioners,  analyzed  a  sample  a 

few  months  ago,  said  that  it  was  the 
purest  and  best  he  had  ever  seen. 

POSTMASTERS. 

A  list  of  the  early  Postmasters  of 

Jamestown  may  be  of  interest  to  those 
statistically  inclined.  It  is  therefore 

given  here : 
December  15,  1816,  a  post  office  was 

established  in  Jamestown  and  James 

Prendergast  was  the  first  Postmaster. 

E  .T.  Foote  was  appointed  Postmas- 

ter June  13,  1821.  He  introduced  let- 
ter boxes  in  the  post  office. 

Laban  Hazeltine  was  appointed  Post- 
master August  24,  1824. 

Alvin  Plumb  was  appointed  Post- 
master June  18,  1841  . 

Franklin  Waite  was  appointed  Post- 
master October  4,  1844. 

Fliphalet  L.  Tinker  was  appointed 
Postmaster  October  r,  1848. 

Rufus  Pier  was  appointed  Postmas- 
ter July  r,  1853. 

Charles  L.  Harris  was  appointed 
Postmaster  July  1,  1858. 

Robert  V.  Cunningham  was  appoint- 
ed Postmaster  July  to,  [861. 

The  order  of  appointments  from  that 
date  on  are  as  follows :  Abner  Hazel- 

tine  Jr..  H.  J.  Yates,  A.  M.  Clark,  A.  B. 
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Fletcher,  E.  P.  Putnam,  C.  E.  Weeks, 

L.  L.  Hanchett,  P.  K.  Shankland,  Em- 
mett  Bemus,  James  T.  Larmonth.  This 
completes  the  list  to  date  . 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

This  brings  the  history  of  James- 
town practically  to  date.  Almost  a  cen- 
tury has  elapsed  since  that  autumn 

afternoon  when  James  Prendergast 
first  pitched  his  camp  in  the  pinery  on 

uals.  Little  therefore  remains  save  to 

summarize  by  way  of  conclusion  a  state- 
ment of  the  city  of  today. 

Jamestown  is  called  a  City  of  Homes. 

It  is  a  city  of  homes.  A  larger  percent- 
age of  the  population  own  their  own 

homes  than  in  any  other  city  of  the 
same  class  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

And,  almost  without  exception,  these 
homes  are  handsome,  commodious,  well 

built  and  tastefully  furnished.  There 

T.  M.  C.  A.  BUILDING,  JAMESTOWN,  N.  T. 

the  shores  of  the  outlet  and  with  pro- 
phetic vision  saw  in  the  shimmering 

stream  the  splendid  possibilities  for  the 
future.  In  the  preceding  pages  the 
writer  has  sought  to  sketch  some  of  the 

important  events  that  occurred  during 

the  development  of  this  rugged  wilder- 
ness into  a  thriving  city.  Much,  of  ne- 

cessity, has  been  omitted.  Emphasis 

has  been  laid  on  events  of  public  mo- 
ment rather  than  the  action  of  individ- 

is  not  a  "slum  street"  in  the  entire  city. 
Jamestown  is  also  a  city  of  churches. 

In  proportion  to  the  population  the 
church  membership  is  the  largest  of  anv 
city  in  the  state.  The  church  edifices 

will  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
the  large  cities,  and  in  no  community 
is  religious  activity  more  pronounced. 
Few  cities  of  the  country  have  a  better 

organized  Young-  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation.   None  have  a  more  earnest 
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band  of  workers,  none  of  the  same  class 

have  as  handsome  and  imposing  a 

building.  Indeed,  so  completely  does 

the  religious  sentiment  of  the  commun- 
ity overshadow  all  else,  that  the  temp- 

tations incident  to  all  cities  are  hardly 
worthy  of  notice.  It  is  a  fact  that  a 

detective  in  the  employ  of  the  Law  and 
Order  League  of  the  state,  some  two 

or  three  years  ago,  after  an  exhaustive 
investigation,  was  compelled  to  report 
to  his  employers  that  he  was  unable  to 
find  a  single  case  of  violation  of  the 
excise  laws  of  sufficient  importance  to 

justify  presenting  the  same  to  the  pros- 
cuting  authorities,  and  it  was  conceded 
that  for  a  city  the  size  of  Jamestown, 
this  was  a  most  remarkable  condition 
of  affairs. 

Jamestown  is  a  city  of  schools.  In 
addition  to  the  High  School  building 
there  are  eleven  branch  or  district 

schools.  The  school  system  ranks  the 

highest  in  the  state  . 

Jamestown  is  a  manufacturing  city. 
In  round  numbers  there  are  now  one 

hundred  seventy-five  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments, with  an  annual  output  of 

ten  million  dollars.  The  products  of 

the  Jamestown  factories  are  shipped  to 

every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Jamestown  has  all  the  modern  im- 
provements that  conduce  to  the  health 

and  comfort  of  the  citizens.  The  prin- 
cipal streets  are  smoothly  paved.  The 

entire  city  is  splendidly  sewered.  The 
streets  are  well  lighted  and  there  is  an 

abundant  supply  of  pure  water. 

Jamestown  has  excellent  transporta- 
tion facilities.  The  lines  of  the  James- 

town Street  Railway  Company  girdle 

the  city  in  three  loops — the  north  side, 
the  south  side,  and  Newland  Avenue 

lines — and  extending  east  and  west  con- 
nect the  city  with  the  thriving  Villages 

of  Falconer,  Celoron  and  Lakewood. 

The  line  of  the  Chautauqua  Traction 

Company  connects  the  city  with  May- 

ville,  twenty-two  miles  distant,  and  taps 

the  heart  of  some  of  the  best  farming 

country  in  the  county,  besides  connect- 
ing with  Chautauqua,  the  headquarters 

of  the  famous  summer  school. 
The  railroad  facilities  consist  of  the 

Erie  Road  for  all  points  east  and  west, 
the  Buffalo  and  Southwestern  running 

direct  between  Jamestown  and  Buffalo, 

the  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  and  Lake 

Erie  which  connects  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania at  Mayville,  and  the  Lake  Shore 

and  Michigan  Southern  anil  Nickle  Plate 
Roads  at  Westfield,  and  the  Dunkirk, 

Allegheny  Valley  and  Pittsburg  which 

is  a  part  of  the  Central  system  extend- 
ing from  Dunkirk  to  Titusville,  Penn- 

sylvania, passing  Jamestown  at  Fal- 
coner. 

A  first  class  telephone  service  is  pro- 

vided by  the  New  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company, 

and  also  by  the  Home  Telephone  Com- 
pany, a  competing  corporation.  Both 

companies  have  well  equipped  toll  lines 
and  can  furnish  speedy  connection  with 

any  of  the  large  cities  of  the  country. 
Jamestown  has  one  of  the  best  hos- 

pitals in  the  country.  It  is  equipped  and 

maintained  by  the  Woman's  Christian 
Association,  the  members  of  which  ob- 

tain funds  for  its  support  largely  by 
voluntary  contribution. 

Another  institution  in  which  residents 

of  Jamestown  take  much  pride  is  the 

Gustavus  Adolphus  Orphans'  Home, 
which  is  located  on  East  Second  Street 

a  short  distance  from  the  city  line.  This 
institution  is  controlled  by  the  New 

York  Conference  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Augustana  Synod  (Swedish), 

and  it  has  provided  a  pleasant  and  com- 
fortable home  for  many  helpless  child- 

ren. The  Superintendent  is  John  S. 
Swensson  ;  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Swensson  ; 

the  President,  Rev.  Julius  Lincoln;  the 
Vice  President,  A.  J.  Lindblad;  the 

Secretary,  Rev.  A.  M.  Benander;  the 

Treasurer,  C.  A.  Swanson.  The  or- 

phanage building  is  a  handsome  brick 
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structure,  which  stands  on  a  sightly 
eminence  commanding  a  wide  view  of 
the  east  side  of  the  city  . 

Jamestown  has  an  unusually  health- 
ful climate.  According  to  the  monthly 

bulletins  which  are  issued  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  the  death  rate  is  the 

lowest  of  any  city  in  the  state.  The 

high  hills  on  which  the  city  is  builded, 

furnish  a  natural  drainage  that  con- 
duces to  the  healthfulness  of  the  city 

is  not  controlled  by  any  party  boss, 

clique  or  faction.  While  it  is  true  one 

political  party  predominates,  and  to  a 
large  extent  is  represented  in  the  city 

government,  yet  it  is  equally  true  that  in 
municipal  elections  the  voters  display  a 

degree  of  independence  that  indicates 
a  desire  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 

municipality  on  non-partisan  lines.  It 
has  always  been  the  custom  to  call  the 
citizens  together  in  mass  meeting  to 

i 

'  :  i 

SWEDISH  ORPHANAGE 

and  the  pure  water  supply  is  an  addi- 
tional protection  against  the  ills  of  hu- 

manity. 

The  natural  gas  supply  which  is  fur- 
nished by  the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Com- 

pany is  almost  universally  used  for  fuel. 
It  is  convenient  and  in  most  cases  more 
economical  than  other  fuel. 

One  feature  which  distinguishes 
Jamestown  from  many  other  cities,  is 

the  fact  that  the  municipal  government 

JAMESTOWN.  N.  Y. 

discuss  any  important  move  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  and  invariably 

on  such  occasions  the  citizens  have  re- 

sponded in  such  numbers  as  to  demon- 
strate conclusively  that  all  classes  were 

profoundly  interested  in  public  ques- 
tions. And,  in  mapping  out  a  line  of 

action  the  voters  have  always  placed 

principle  above  party,  oftentimes  to  the 
disgust  and  dismay  of  some  designing 

politician. 
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This  contemptuous  disregard  of  party 
lines  in  municipal  matters  is  something 

that  many  politicians  are  unable  to  un- 
derstand. Yet  it  is  this  indifference  to, 

or  independence  of  would-be  political 
bosses,  that  has  contributed  materially 
to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
city.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that 
the  administration  of  public  affairs  in 
Jamestown,  has  never  been  tainted  by 

the  slightest  suggestion  of  corruption, 
jobbery  or  graft.  Factions  have  had 
their  quarrels.  Municipal  contests  have 

at  times  been  exceedingly  bitter.  The 
wisdom  of  certain  policies  has  from 

its  existence  it  has  worthily  earned  the 

appellation  of  the  "Brighton  Beach"  of 
Chautauqua  Lake. 

Celoron  is  conducted  primarily  for 

the  purpose  of  providing  a  pleasure 
park  for  the  people.  The  park  extends 
over  an  area  of  twenty  acres  of  level 

ground,  sloping  down  to  the  shores  of 
the  lake.  Shade  trees  cover  a  portion 

of  the  park  and  provide  abundant  pro- 
tection from  the  scorching  rays  of  the 

summer  sun.  Two  buildings  worthy  of 
note  are  the  Celoron  Auditorium  and 

the  Celoron  Theater.  The  auditorium 

is  a  mammoth  building  situated  on  the 

CEI.OBOX. 

time  to  time  been  questioned.  Mis- 
takes have  frequently  been  made,  but 

never  has  an  unworthy  or  improper 
motive  been  imputed  to  any  city  official, 
and  in  this  respect  at  least  Jamestown 
can  challenge  comparison  with  the 
world  . 

Another  desirable  feature  about 

Jamestown  is  its  proximitv  to  Chau- 
tauqua Lake.  The  nearest  resort  is 

Celoron,  which  in  many  respects  is  one 

of  the  most  unique  and  popular  sum- 
mer resorts  in  the  country.  During  the 

summer  months  it  is  thronged  by  thou- 
sands of  pleasure  seekers  from  home 

and  abroad  and  in  the  eleven  vears  of 

upper  end  of  the  grounds  one  hundred 

ninety  by  one  hundred  twenty-five  feet, 
with  a  seating  capacitv  of  eight  thou- 

sand. Attached  to  this  structure  is  a 

long  serpentine  annex  .which  in  winter 
is  used  in  connection  with  the  main 

building  for  a  skating  rink,  providing 

a  floor  space  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  the  largest  of  any  rink  in  this 
country  or  Canada.  The  theater  is  a 

magnificent  building  with  a  seating  ca- 
pacity of  two  thousand.  During  the 

summer  months  two  performances  are 

given  daily  .chiefly  of  high  class  vaud- 
eville ,and  for  an  admission  fee  exceed- 

ingly  small   in   comparison   with  that 
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charged  for  the  same  attractions  in  the 
large  cities.  Free  band  concerts  are 

provided  daily  and  fireworks,  balloon 
ascensions  and  other  amusements  of  a 

similar  character  go  to  make  up  the 

summer  program.  The  resort  was  pro- 
jected and  developed  by  A.  N.  Broad- 

head,  President  of  the  Street  Railway 
Company. 

Then  there  is  Chautauqua,  the  fam- 
ous summer  school  which  can  be 

reached  by  railroad,  boat  or  trolley  at 
any  time  from  morning  to  midnight  at 
a  nominal  fare,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
many  other  resorts  scattered  along  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  all  of  which  provide 
ideal  spots  for  summer  residence. 

Still  another  pleasure  which  James- 
towners  have  an  opportunity  to  enjoy 
is  the  steamboat  excursions  over  the 

lake.  The  Chautauqua  Steamboat 

Company  has  a  fleet  of  five  magnificent- 
ly equipped  excursion  steamers,  besides 

numerous  smaller  craft,  which  during 

the  summer  months  are  operated  con- 
stantly for  the  benefit  of  tourists  and 

residents.  No  matter  how  hot  the  day 
one  can  always  find  a  cooling  breeze  on 
the  decks  of  these  steamers,  and  excur- 

sion parties  to  the  various  picnic 

grounds  on  the  lake  are  of  daily  occur- 
rence during  the  heated  season. 

Jamestown  is  situated  in  the  center 

of  the  principal  agricultural  and  dairy- 
ing sections  of  New  York  State.  The 

annual  output  of  dairy  products  in  the 

region  surrounding-  the  city  amounts  to 
about  one  million  dollars. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  may  be 

seen  from  inspection  of  the  following 
figures  taken  from  the  .census  reports  : 

In  1870  the  population  was  fifty-three 

hundred  thirty-seven,  in  1880  the  popu- 
lation was  ninety-three  hundred  fifty; 

in  1890  the  population  was  sixteen 

thousand  thirty-eight,  and  in  i<joo  the 
population  was  twenty-two  thousand 

eight  hundred  ninety-two.  A  table  pre- 
pared  by   statistical   experts   in  1903 

shows  that  the  population  at  this  time 

must  inevitably  be  over  twenty-five 
thousand.  This  does  not  include  Cel- 
oron  or  Falconer,  both  of  which  are 

thriving  villages,  separated  from  James- 
town only  by  imaginary  lines. 

As  previously  stated  the  city  charter 
has  been  amended  from  time  to  time  to 

meet  the  demands  of  the  growing  city, 

but  these  amendments  have  not  mater- 
ially modified  the  original  scheme  of 

government,  which  briefly,  vests  the 
legislative  branch  in  a  Common  Council 
to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  from  each 

Ward,  placing  the  management  of  pub- 
lic improvements  in  the  hands  of  a 

Board  of  Public  Works,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the 

Common  Council,  and  providing  for  the 

equipment  and  maintenance  of  Fire, 
Police  and  other  departments  in  the 
usual  manner. 

The  list  of  city  officers  at  the  present 

date,  January  16,  1905,  is  as  follows: 

Mayor,  J.  Emil  Johnson ;  President 
of  Council.  Warner  F.  Liedblad ;  City 

Clerk,  Clement  B.  Jones  :  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Jamestown :  First  Ward, 

Martin  L.  Fenton,  Henry  C.  Price  ;  Sec- 
ond Ward,  Frederick  Dorman,  Hubert 

E.  V.  Porter;  Third  Ward,  John  A. 

Lee,  Ludwig  Peterson ;  Fourth  Ward. 

Andrew  J.  Lannes,  Warner  F.  Lied- 
blad ;  Fifth  Ward,  Frank  B.  Bush,  Gus- 

taf  Anderson ;  Sixth  Ward,  Charles  P. 

Anderson,  Charles  W.  Swanson ;  City 

Attorney,  James  L.  Weeks  ;  City  Treas- 
urer, John  B.  Shaw ;  City  Engineer, 

Francis  W.  Dalrymple ;  Assistant  City 

Engineer,  Clyde  G.  Jones ;  Board  of 

Public  Works,  Peter  H.  Hoyt.  Presi- 
dent ;  Samuel  A.  Carlson,  Secretarv : 

Walter  I.  Blystone,  Treasurer;  Board 

of  Health,  Edward  Appleyard,  Presi- 
dent ;  Halbert  A.  Barrows,  Secretary ; 

Francis  D.  Ormes,  Charles  A.  Swan- 

son,  Charles  Ipson,  C.  Herman  Erick- 
son ;  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics, 
Charles  A.   Swanson ;  Health  Officer 
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Bowers ;  Sanitary  Inspector,  John  A. 
Brown ;  Plumbing  Inspector,  John  F. 

Smith  ;  Board  of  Supervising  and  Ex- 
amining Plumbers  and  Plumbing, 

George  A.  Chatfield,  Jonas  Woodhead. 

Albert  Green ;  Superintendent  of  Mu- 
nicipal Lighting  Plant,  Charles  G. 

Sundquist ;  Superintendent  of  Water 
Department,  D.  W.  Immel ;  Board  of 

Water  Commissioners,  Mayor  J.  Emil 
Johnson,  President ;  Clement  B.  lones, 
Secretary:  Robert  N.  Marvin,  Frank 

W.  Stevens,  George  V.  Blackstone, 

John  F.  Jones.  Board  of  Civil  Service 
Examiners,  Orsino  E.  Jones,  President ; 

George  T.  Armstrong,  Glenn  P.  Phil- 
lips ;  Chief  of  Fire  Department,  Fred 

H.  Wilson  ;  Assistant  Chief  of  Fire  De- 

partment, Leonard  F.  Jones  ;  Secretary 
of  Fire  Department,  Clement  B.  Jones  ; 
Chief  of  Police,  Frank  A.  Johnson; 

Captain  of  Police,  Thomas  E.  Reeder ; 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Benjamin  W. 

Hayward ;  Street  Commissioner,  John 

C.  Swanson  ;  Assessors,  Andrew  Rund- 
quist,  Fred  M.  Myer,  Alonzo  Devoe ; 
Police  Justice,  George  W.  Jude  ;  Acting 

Police  Justice,  Ray  F.  Pickard  ;  Justices 

of  the  Peace,  Dura  D.  Woodford,  La- 
throp  L.  Hanchett,  Cheston  A.  Price ; 
Constables.  Luther  A.  Forbush.  W.  B. 

Wood,  W.  R.  Denslow,  James  B. 
Douglass;  Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures,  John  G.  Lindahl ;  Game 
Constable,  Smith  Middleton  ;  Park 

Commission,  Charles  M.  Dow,  L.  E. 
Ericson,  E.  P.  Putnam. 

NEW  POST  OFFICE  BUILDING.  JAMESTOWN.  N.  Y 
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CHARLES  J.  ANDERSON. 

Charles  J.  Anderson,  a  wellknown  busi- 
ness man  of  Jamestown,  was  born  June  21, 

1862,  in  Frodenge,  Kalmer  Lan,  Sweden. 
His  father,  Eric  Anderson,  and  mother, 
Frederica  (Jones)  Anderson,  came  to  this 
country  in  1871.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
came  to  Jamestown  in  1882  and  worked  as 
a  clerk  in  a  shoe  store  till  1889,  when  he 
engaged  in  business  with  C.  W.  Gripp  as  a 
partner.  This  partnership  continued  until 
the  fall  of  1895,  since  which  time  Mr.  An- 

derson has  conducted  alone  a  general  boot 
and  shoe  tiade  at  No.  103  Bast  Second 
Stieet.  Mr.  Anderson  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools.    He  has  been  recognized 

CHARLES  J.  ANDERSON 

as  so  much  identified  with  the  growth  and 
business  interests  of  Jamestown  that  he 
was  elected  Supervisor  in  1901-02  and  in 
1904  was  appointed  to  the  same  position  to 
fill  a  vacancy.  He  was  married  April  8, 
1880,  to  Miss  Louisa  Lawson,  daughter  of 
John  Lawson  of  Busti.  One  daughter, 
Maybelle  C,  was  born  March  25,  1887.  Mr. 
Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Luth- 

eran Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  No.  263,  of  James- 

town, the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Swedish  Brotherhood  of  America. 

ALLEN   E.  BILLINGS,  L.  B. 
Allen  E.  Billings,  L.  B.,  one  of  the  best 

known  of  the  younger  legal  practitioners 
of  Jamestown,  was  born  at  Ellington,  this 
county,  January  24,  1871.  His  parents  were 
Oscar  D.  and  Junia  T.  Billings.  Oscar  D. 
Billings  was  a  native  of  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  who  moved  to  Ellington  in 
1870,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served 
during  two  enlistments.  Moses  Billings, 
grandfather  of  Allen  E.  Billings,  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  1814,  and  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Ellington  in  1819,  where  he  resid- 

ed until  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
21,  1901.  He  owned  and  occupied  the  old 
Jerry  West  farm  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town  from  1853  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  militia  in  the  early  days. 

Allen  E.  Billings  worked  on  farms  and 
taught  school  to  provide  means  for  paying 
for  his  schooling,  and  worked  at  odd  jobs 
after  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  pro- 

vided his  own  board  during  most  of  the 
period  of  his  education.  For  two  years  he 
was  clerk  of  the  steamer  City  of  Buffalo, 
for  the  Chautauqua  Steamboat  Company. 

He  attended  school  in  School  District  No. 
5,  Ellington,  till  he  was  thirteen  years  old, 
and  the  Ellington  High  School  in  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1884-5  and  of  1885-6.  From 
the  fall  of  1887  till  the  spring  of  1891  he  at- 

tended Chamberlain  Institute  at  Randolph 
parts  of  each  year.  At  the  last  mentioned 
period  he  graduated  in  the  Commercial, 

Teachers'  Normal  and  Literary  and  Scien- 
tific Courses,  being  class  orator  of  the  class. 

In  July,  1891,  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Cook,  Fisher  &  Wade,  and  read  law  there 
until  the  fall  of  1893,  when  he  entered  the 
Buffalo  Law  School,  from  which  he  graduat- 

ed with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 

May  25,  1894.  On  June  7,  1894,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  at  the  General  Term  held 

at  Buffalo.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was  elect- 
ed Secretary  of  the  Jamestown  Republican 

Club,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close 
of  the  campaign  the  next  year.  He  was 
also  Secretary  of  the  McKinley  Club  in  1896. 
He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  1894  and  on 
January  1,  1895,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Alfred  L.  Furlow,  which  continued  un- 

til October  1,  1896,  at  which  time  he  became 
a  partner  of  Addison  H.  Brown.  On  April 
19,  1897,  he  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Brown 
and  has  since  continued  practice  alone. 

Mr.  Billings  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  City  of  Jamestown  January  1, 
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1895,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  office  in 
April,  1895,  and  again  in  April,  1897.  He 
was  appointed  special  counsel  to  the  Attor- 

ney General  of  this  state,  and  in  this  capacity 
had  charge  of  a  large  number  of  damage 
actions  against  the  state,  arising  from  the 
improvements  to  the  Erie  Canal.  He  held 
this  important  position  until  July,  1900, 
when  the  work  was  completed. 

Mr.  Billings  was  for  eight  years,  until 
June,  1900,  a  member  of  the  Ellicott  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company,  and  during  seven 
years  of  this  time  he  was  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Jamestown  Fire  Depart- 

ment. For  several  years  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Thirteenth  Separate  Com- 

pany and  in  October,  1902,  was  honorably 
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discharged,  with  the  rank  of  Second  Ser- 
geant. He  served  as  a  member  of  Company 

E,  Sixth-fifth  Regiment,  from  May  1,  1898, 
until  the  company  was  discharged  on  No- 

vember 19,  1898.  He  is  a  member  of  James- 
town Lodge,  No.  263,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 

tective Order  of  Elks;  Jamestown  Lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  a  Past  Grand  of  that  or- 

der; a  member  of  Court  James,  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters  and  the  present  District 
Deputy  of  Chautauqua  County  of  one  of  the 
high  auditors  of  the  State  of  New  York; 
a  member  of  Chautauqua  Legion,  National 
Protective  Legion,  No.  179,  of  which  he  is 
a  Past  President  and  an  active  worker;  and 

a  member  of  Jamestown  Camp,  Order  of  the 
Golden  Seal.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  the  organization  of  Camp  Porter, 
Service  Men  of  the  Spanish  War,  in  March, 
1899,  and  has  been  its  Adjutant  from  that 
time. 

Mr.  Billings  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Mere- 
dith, oldest  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  and 

Jane  Meredith,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
parents,  40G  Washington  Street,  Jamestown, 
June  14,  1899.    They  have  no  children. 

FRANK   B.  BUSH. 

Frank  B.  Bush  is  one  of  Jamestown's  rep- 
resentative citizens.  A  glance  at  his  career 

shows  that  he  is  one  of  the  numerous  young- 
men  of  limited  means  who  have  grasped  the 
opportunities  afforded  by  a  growing  com- 

munity. He  was  born  in  Jamestown  on 
September  18,  1843.  He  was  the  son  of 
Datus  Ensign  Bush,  whose  father  jour- 

neyed from  Herkimer  to  this  county  dur- 
ing the  year  1820,  and  two  years  later 

settled  upon  what  is  now  known  as  Chau- 
tauqua Hill.  Subsequent  to  gaining  a 

common  school  education  and  spending 
three  terms  in  the  Jamestown  Academy, 
Mr.  Bush  commenced  work  as  a  brick  and 
stone  mason  during  the  summer  of  1859. 
Mr.  Bush  worked  faithfully  at  that  vocation 
until  the  year  1885,  when  the  business  in- 

terests of  himself  and  father  required  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time.  Since  retiring 
from  the  activities  of  his  particular  trade, 
Mr.  Bush  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  realty  interests  of  the  community, 
and  as  such  he  has  ever  been  active  in  pro- 

moting the  commercial  growth  of  his  native city. 

Mr.  Bush  was  married  to  Amy  Adell  Steves 
on  October  20.  18G7,  in  the  Town  of  Har- 

mony. Two  years  later  he  joined  the  Ma- 
sonic Order  and  as  a  member  of  that  fra- 

ternity, he  has  taken  a  prominent  position 
before  the  community.  He  now  belongs  to 
the  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Command- 
ery  of  the  Order.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  Independent  Con- 

gregational (Unitarian)  Church,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  year,  he  has 
served  continuously  as  a  Trustee  of 
that  religious  organization.  During  the 
first  ten  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
church,  he  acted  as  Secretary  and  for  a 
portion  of  that  period,  he  combined  the  dut- 

ies with  that  of  Treasurer.  Not  less  inter- 
esting is  the  public  service  of  Mr.  Bush. 

During  the  last  year  that  Jamestown  was 
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a  village,  he  was  an  Assessor  and  in  1887 
he  was  elected  by  the  people  of  the  Fifth 
Ward  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  re- 

maining on  that  body  for  four  years.  When 
Alderman  William  I.  Blystone  resigned  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  Mayor  J.  Emil  Johnson  appointed 
Frank  B.  Bush  to  fill  the  position.  For  a 
number  of  years  Mr.  Bush  and  wife  have 
resided  at  412  Winsor  Street,  they  having 
no  children. 

EDWARD   R.  BOOTEY. 

Edward  R.  Bootey  was  born  to  Simon  and 
Ann  Convoyne  Bootey  in  Jamestown,  New 
York,  on  the  16th  clay  of  April,  1839,  and 
died  in  this  city  on  the  27th  day  of  April, 
1900.  He  received  his  education  in  the  old 
Jamestown  Academy  and  entered  the  office 
of  Cook  &  Lockwood  in  18G0  for  the  pur- 

pose of  reading  law,  but  he  had  scarcely 

finished  reading  Blackstone's  Commentaries 
before  President  Lincoln's  call  for  volun- 

teers in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  came, 
and  with  it  Mr.  Bootey  abandoned  his  law 
studies  and  on  the  10th  day  of  September, 
18G1,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Ninth  New 
York  Cavalry.  He  served  in  the  Peninsular 
campaign  under  General  McClellan,  found 
his  way  into  the  hospitals  through  typhoid 
fever,  and  was  honorably  discharged  on  the 
8th  day  of  December,  18G2.  Returning  home 
he  resumed  the  study  of  law  and  in  18G5 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  taking  up  the  prac- 

tice of  his  profession  at  once  and  continuing 
it  with  marked  success  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  being  particularly  successful  in  the 
handling  of  criminal  cases. 

In  1871  Mr.  Bootey  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  District  Attorney  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  had  charge  of  the  trial  of  Charles 
Marlow,  one  of  the  most  sensational  murder 
cases  ever  tried  in  this  county.  In  the 
Greeley  campaign  in  1872  Mr.  Bootey  joined 
forces  with  the  Liberal  Republicans,  in  com- 

mon with  Governor  Fenton  and  other  lead- 
ers of  those  days,  and  when  his  term  of 

office  expired  in  1873  the  Republican  Party 
placed  another  man  in  nomination.  The 
Liberal  Republicans  and  others  rallied  to 
the  support  of  Mr.  Bootey  and  he  was  nomi- 

nated as  an  Independent  Republican,  and 
was  endorsed  by  the  Democratic  Party,  be- 

ing triumphantly  elected.  At  the  close  of 
his  second  term  he  refused  a  further  nomina- 

tion and  devoted  himself  to  his  private  prac- 

tice. When  the  City  of  Jamestown  was 
created  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in 
1887,  Mr.  Bootey  was  prevailed  upon  by  his 
friends  to  become  a  candidate  for  Alderman 
from  his  ward,  a  position  which  he  held 
for  two  terms.  In  1890  he  was  a  candidate 
for  County  Judge,  being  defeated  in  the 
convention  after  having  had  a  sufficient 
number  of  delegates  elected  to  insure  his 
nomination,  and  such  was  the  popular  feeling 
at  the  time  that  Mr.  Bootey  joined  with 
others  in  securing  the  nomination  of  Almon 
A.  VanDusen  upon  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  the  latter  was  elected  by  nearly  one 
thousand  majority. 

In  187G  Mr.  Bootey  and  Miss  Emma  Young 
of  Busti  were  joined  in  marriage,  and  in 
1878  a  son,  Edward  R.  Bootey,  Jr.,  was  born 
to  them,  and  he  is  now  preparing  himself 
to  follow  in  the  professional  footsteps  of 
his  father. 

Edward  R.  Bootey,  whose  career  has  thus 
been  briefly  summarized,  was  no  ordinary 
man.  He  had  the  finest  sensibilities,  cou- 

pled with  the  highest  courage  and  the  great- 
est loyalty  to  principles  and  friends,  of  any 

man  whom  the  writer  has  ever  had  the 
honor  of  knowing  intimately,  and  had  he 
been  endowed  with  even  a  modicum  of  self- 
seeking  ambition,  he  would  have  been  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  political  thought  in 
Western  New  York,  for  his  presence  com- 

manded respect  and  devotion.  He  was, 
however,  thoroughly  unselfish;  he  entered 
a  political  contest  with  reluctance,  and  only 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  results 
which  his  friends  desired,  and  if  defeat  came 

he  accepted  it  with  the  stoicism  of  a  phil- 
osopher, never  questioning  the  judgment 

or  purposes  of  those  with  whom  he  affiliat- 
ed. While  he  would  not  submit  to  any  lim- 

itation upon  his  rights  brought  about  by 
fraud  or  force,  he  readily  gave  way  to  the 
judgment  or  purposes  of  his  friends,  and 
was  never  found  urging  small  excuses  for 
avoiding  his  part  in  any  result  which  it 
was  thought  wise  to  attempt.  He  stood 
with  his  friends,  and  the  criticisms  of  ene- 

mies simply  served  to  intensify  his  desire 
to  be  loyal  to  the  men  and  the  principles 
he  espoused.  True  to  every  relation  of  life, 
he  was  a  man  admired  by  his  friends,  re- 

spected by  his  enemies,  loved  by  his  family, 
and  beyond  this,  if  he  had  ambitions,  he 
never  displayed  them  even  to  his  most  in- 

timate friends. 
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T.   HENRY  BLACK. 

T.  Henry  Black,  an  enterprising  and  pop- 
ular photographer  of  this  city,  whose  studio 

is  at  No.  12  East  Third  Street,  was  born  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  November  27,  18G7.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Eliza  Gormeley 
Black,  who  were  born  in  Ireland  and  came 
to  Toronto  and  the  United  States  in  1875, 
and  settled  at  Long  Point  on  Chautauqua 
Lake.  They  afterwards  removed  to  James- 

town, where  Thomas  Black  died.  His  widow 
is  still  living. 

T.  HENRY  BLACK 

T.  Henry  Black  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Jamestown  High  School, 

from  which  he  graduated  in  1888.  After 
graduation  he  took  up  photography  and  en- 

tered the  studio  of  B.  E.  Prudden.  He  was 
a  salesman  for  three  years  and  afterwards 
was  with  the  North  American  Portrait  Com- 

pany for  three  years.  He  purchased  his 
present  gallery  in  1893. 

Mr.  Black  is  a  first  class  artist,  and  excels 
especially  in  posing  and  lighting.  He  has 
built  up  a  good  business,  as  his  work  and 
enterprise  merit.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Jamestown. 

acquaintance,  is  Hon.  Henry  H.  Cooper.  He 
was  born  in  Buffalo  November  1,  1857.  His 

parents,  Robert  J.  I.  Cooper  and  Eliza  Coop- 
er, settled  in  Mayville  in  1872.  He  took  up 

his,  present  residence  in  Jamestown  in  L886. 
Mr.  Cooper  was  educated  in  the  public 

schools  of  Buffalo.  He  married  Mollie  Wolfe 
in  Westfield  August  8,  1882.  They  have  had 
two  daughters,  Bessie,  who  died  in  August, 
1902,  aged  eighteen  years,  and  Gertrude, 
who  was  born  July  4,  1887.  He  en- 

gaged in  the  boatbuilding  business  in 
1875  and  first  came  to  Chautauqua  Lake  in 
connection  with  that  industry.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  of  James- 

town in  1894,  and  was  re-elected  in  189G 
and  made  President  of  that  body.  He  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  in 
April,  1898,  which  office  he  held  until  the 
County  Convention  which  nominated  him 
for  Sheriff,  June  28,  1900.  He  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Sheriff  in  November  of  that 
year.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  James- 

town Brewing  Company.  For  a  number  of 
years  Mr.  Cooper  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Navigation  of 
Chautauqua  Lake.  The  performance  of  his 
public  duties  has  at  all  times  been  char- 

acterized by  faithfulness  and  efficiency,  and 
in  his  private  business  affairs  he  is  widely 
and  favorably  known. 

In  the  spring  of  1900,  at  the  conclusion 

of  Mr.  Cooper's  administration  as  the  he. id 
of  the  city  government,  the  report  of  the 
City  Treasurer  .showed  that  the  tax  rate 
was  lower  than  ever  before  in  the  history 
of  the  cilty,  and  also  that  there  were  more 
funds  in  the  city  treasury.  The  Fire  De>- 
partment  was  improved  and  built  up  to  its 
present  standard.  The  many  public  im- 

provements during  Mr.  Cooper's  term  in- 
cluded the  building  of  the  City  Hall,  the 

laying  of  many  pavements  and  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  present  street  sweeping  sys- 

tem. 
Mr.  Cooper  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 

Church.  He  is  a  member  of  Peacock  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Mayville; 
Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  2G3,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Crescent  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Jamestown,  and  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

HON.  HENRY    H.  COOPER. 
A  popular  and  highly  esteemed  citizen 

of  Jamestown,  who,  through  his  activity 
and  genial  nature  has  a  remarkably  large 

ALBERT   N.  CAMP. 

The  value  of  the  cuts  appearing  in  a  work 
of  this  kind  depends  much  upon  the  skill 
of  the  photographer  who  makes  the  pic- 

tures. Many  of  the  photographs  of  James- 
town and  other  citizens,  for  whom  cuts 
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were  prepared  for  this  history  were  the 
production  of  Albert  N.  Camp.  This  well- 
known  photographic  artist  was  born  at  Har- 

bor Creek,  Brie  County,  Pennsylvania,  No- 
vember 15,  1852.  His  parents  were  Bder 

and  Caroline  (Miner)  Camp.  He  received 
a  good  educational  training  and  early  de- 

veloped artistic  tastes  and  abilities.  He 
came  to  Jamestown  and  in  October,  1885, 

ALBERT  N.  CAMP 

established  a  studio  at  207  Main  Street, 
where  he  has  since  occupied  the  entire  sec- 

ond floor  of  the  large  building.  His  ample 
quarters  are  finely  decorated  and  include 
reception  and  toilet  rooms.  Mr.  Camp  is 
an  affable  gentleman  whom  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  meet,  and  an  up-to-date  artist.  He  mar- 

ried Alice  Brown  of  Farmington,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1882.  They  have  one  child,  Paul 

Brown  Camp. 

HON.  JEROME  8.  FISHER. 
The  professional  services  of  Hon.  Jerome 

B.  Fisher  are  sought  both  as  a  counselor 
and  a  trial  lawyer,  in  both  of  which  capac- 

ities he  is  widely  known  and  has  had  emi- 
nent success. 

His  parents  were  Jerome  B.  and  Polly 
Martin  Fisher.  He  was  born  at  Russell, 
Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  13, 
1851,  and  in  18G4  removed  to  Jamestown, 
where  he  has  since  resided.    He  attended 

the  common  schools  in  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate 
Institute,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1872. 
He  also  attended  Cornell  University  for  two 
years,  taking  an  optional  course.  He  taught 
school  four  terms  before  going  to  college, 
and  during  vacations  worked  in  a  grocery 
store  and  on  a  farm,  and  also  lumbering  on 
the  Allegany  River.  He  chose  the  law  as 
a  profession,  began  study  in  the  office 
of  Bootey  &  Fowler  at  Jamestown,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1878,  and  be- 

gan practice.  In  a  short  time  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Marvin  Smith  under  the 
firm  name  of  Smith  &  Fisher.  This  part- 

nership remained  unchanged  until  August, 
1881,  when  the  firm  of  Cook,  Lockwood  & 
Fisher  was  formed.  The  next  year  Mr. 
Lockwood  retired  from  the  firm  and  in  1883 
Arthur  C.  Wade  became  a  member,  the  firm 
name  being  Cook,  Fisher  &  Wade.  This 
partnership  continued  until  the  death  of 
Judge  Cook,  which  occurred  in  July,  1895. 
The  business  was  continued  by  Fisher  & 
Wade,  and  in  September,  1895,  M.  R.  Stev- 

enson became  associated  with  them,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Fisher,  Wade  &  Steven- 

son. Upon  his  election  to  the  bench  he  re- 
tired from  the  firm,  still  occupying  offices 

with  his  former  associates  in  the  Wellman 
building,  Jamestown.  As  a  counselor  Mr. 
Fisher  is  known  as  a  man  of  rare  judgment 
and  penetration.  As  a  trial  lawyer  he  is 
one  of  the  ablest  and  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  members  of  the  Bar  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Two  cases  of  more 
than  usual  interest  will  be  mentioned;  one, 
the  Broadhead-Lister  suit,  involving  hun- 

dreds of  thousands  of  dollars,  which  was 
won  for  his  clients  by  Mr.  Fisher  and  his 
associates.  James  Rainey  was  acquitted  of 
a  charge  of  murder  through  his  efforts. 
Mr.  Fisher  is  now  attorney  for  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company,  the  Jamestown  Street 
Railroad  Company,  the  Chautauqua  Trac- 

tion Company,  the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Com- 
pany, and  other  large  interests. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  always  been  a  zealous  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  through  this  fact, 

his  pleasing  personality  and  his  brilliancy 
and  convincing  powers  as  an  orator  he  en- 

tered public  life  before  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar.  While  he  was  studying  law  he 
was  twice  elected  Clerk  of  the  Village  of 
Jamestown,  and  afterwards  represented  the 
city  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  In  1884 
he  was  chosen  alternate  delegate  to  the  Re- 

publican National  Convention,  where  he 
favored    the    nomination    of    Blaine.  He 
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with  Frank  W.  Higgins,  now  Governor  of 
New  York,  was  a  delegate  from  this  dis- 

trict to  the  National  Convention  of  1888, 
in  which  he  earnestly  supported  Mr.  Harri- 

son. He  has  several  times  served  as  a  dele- 

gate to  state  conventions.  After  Harrison's 
election  Mr.  Fisher  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  United  States  District  Attorney, 
for  which  he  received  the  united  support  of 
the  organization  and  the  leaders  of  the 
party  in  the  state.  In  1890,  owing  to  a  fac- 

tional division  in  the  party,  he  was  defeated 
for  County  Judge  of  Chautauqua  County. 
In  1896  he  was  unanimously  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  for  that  office  and  was 
elected  by  over  seven  thousand  majori- 

ty. He  served  as  Judge  with  zealous  regard 
for  the  interests  of  the  people,  in  fairness 
and  justice,  and  in  1902  he  was  again 
chosen  by  his  party  and  re-elected  for  a 
term  of  six  years  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Fisher  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
business  community  and  is  connected  as 
officer  or  stockholder  with  many  important 
manufacturing  and  commercial  concerns. 
The  genial  and  generous  qualities  of  mind 
and  character  of  Jerome  B.  Fisher  are  in- 

dicated in  his  important  and  numerous 
lodge  connections.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 

ber of  the  Jamestown  Club,  a  member  of 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  of  Wetsern  Sun  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  was  the  first  Eminent 
Commander  of  Jamestown  Commandery 
No.  Gl,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  popular  members  of 
the  Elks  in  the  United  States.  He  is  Past 
Exalted  Ruler  of  Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  2G3, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Grand  Trustees  of  the  Order  in  the  United 
States.  In  1901  he  was  elected  Grand  Ex- 

alted Ruler  of  the  Order  of  the  United 
States,  and  during  the  period  of  his  office 
the  fraternity  had  a  great  growth,  owing 
in  a  considerable  measure  to  his  popularity 
and  efforts.  When  he  was  Grand  Exalted 
Ruler  he  went  to  Honolulu  and  instituted  a 
Lodge  of  Elks,  thus  extending  the  benefits 
and  pleasures  of  the  great  brotherhood  to 
the  Islands  of  the  Sea. 

The  abilities  of  Mr.  Fisher  as  a  campaign 
speaker  are  really  equalled  by  comparatively 
few  men  in  the  state.  In  the  last  campaign 
he  performed  herculean  and  telling  work 
for  the  Republican  Party,  and  especially  for 
Governor  Higgins,  traveling  through  the 
state  with  Mr.  Higgins  and  making  short 

speeches  from  the  rear  platform  of  the  train 
by  clay,  and  delivering  powerful  addresses 
in  the  evenings.  The  large  influence  of  his 
work  in  aid  of  the  cause  he  espoused  is  be- 

yond question.  That  he  is  master  of  every 
style  of  public  speaking,  and  a  man  of  fin- 

ished mentality,  sympathetic  of  heart,  and 
possessing  much  grace  of  expression  is 
shown  by  the  extraordinary  demand  for  his 
presence  as  speaker  at  the  annual  memorial 
services  by  the  Lodges  of  Elks  throughout 
the  country.  As  an  example  of  this  demand, 
for  nearly  a  year  ahead  of  these  services 
he  4s  in  receipt  of  numerous  invitations  to 
speak  at  the  different  meetings.  So  early 
in  his  career  did  Mr.  Fisher  develop  a  strong 
and  manly  character,  together  with  his  in- 

tellectual and  legal  abilities,  that  he  at- 
tracted the  attention  and  gained  the  friend- 

ship of  the  astute  late  Governor  Fenton, 
who  named  him  as  an  executor  and  made 
him  a  legatee  under  his  will.  Mr.  Fisher 
also  was  chosen  to  prepare  an  article  on 
"The  Life  and  Works  of  Governor  Reuben 
E.  Fenton,"  which  he  did  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  could  not  have  been  excelled  by  any 
writer  who  might  have  undertaken  tne 
great  theme.  The  article  is  the  first  in  this 
volume.  In  a  necessarily  abbreviated  form, 
the  subject  was  presented  in  an  address  by 
Mr.  Fisher  at  the  celebration  of  the  Cen- 

tennial Anniversary  of  Chautauqua  County 
at  Westfleld  in  June,  1902. 
December  19,  1878,  Mr.  Fisher  married 

Miss  Julia  E.  Hatch  of  this  city,  daughter 
of  Mason  D.  and  Polly  Hatch.  (See  Elling- 

ton section  in  this  volume  for  portrait). 
They  have  four  sons:  Jerome  B.,  Jr.,  born 
February  11,  1880,  now  with  the  Pennsyl- 

vania Gas  Company;  Marion  Hatch,  born 
December  14,  1881,  graduated  from  Yale 
College,  class  of  1904,  registered  in  his 
father's  law  office,  and  is  now  attending 
the  Albany  Law  Schoo1 ;  Daniel  E.,  born 
March  1,  1884,  now  at  home;  and  Reuben 
Fenton,  born  November  10,  1888,  attending 
school. 

J.  SAMUEL  FOWLER. 

J.  Samuel  Fowler  was  born  June  15,  1873, 
in  the  Town  of  Harmony.  His  grandfather 
was  Samuel  G.  Fowler,  a  pioneer  of  that 
town.  His  father,  Rev.  Dexter  S.  Fowler, 
was  born  in  Harmony  July  10,  1839.  He 
married  Annettie  Losee,  daughter  of  Rev. 
A.  Losee  of  Sherman,  who  was  born  in 
the    Town    of    Cherry    Creek,    June  1, 
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1849.  (For  portrait  and  sketch  of  Rev.  A. 
Losee  see  Sherman  section.) 

Mr.  Fowler  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  Town  of  Harmony, 
the  Sherman  Union  School  and  the  James- 

town High  School.  After  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution,  he  began  the  study 
of  the  law  in  the  offices  of  the  Hon.  Walter 

L.  Sessions  at  Jamestown,  afterwards  tak- 
ing the  course  in  the  Albany  Law  School, 

graduating  therefrom  June  13,  1895,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  November,  1896. 

Mr.  Fowler  taught  school  when  seventeen 
years,  of  age.  He  began  his  law  practice  in 
the  City  of  Jamestown  in  December,  189G, 
where  he  has  since  continued  it  and  was 
for  one  year  a  partner  of  Leon  L.  Fancher. 
He  married  Velma  M.  Steward,  daughter  of 
Andrew  W.  and  Emma  G.  (Wemple)  Stew- 

ard, and  granddaughter  of  Sardius  Steward, 
December  7,  1898.  A  son,  Donald  Steward 
Fowler,  was  born  June  29,  1901. 

Mr.  Fowler  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was  elected 
Supervisor  of  Harmony  and  held  that  office 
until  he  removed  from  the  town  four  years 
later.  He  was  nominated  for  Member  of 
Assembly  in  the  First  Chautauqua  District 
in  June,  1898,  within  a  few  days  of  his 
twenty-fifth  birthday  and  was  elected,  re- 

ceiving six  thousand  five  hundred  fifty-three 
votes  to  two  thousand  two  hundred  five  for 
Dr.  John  J.  Mahoney,  Democrat.  Mr.  Fow- 

ler held  this  office  for  five  consecaitive  terms, 
being  elected  each  time  by  large  majorities, 
on  one  occasion  reaching  nearly  six  thous- 

and. He  represented  his  constituents  ably 
and  well,  and  took  a  very  active  part,  es- 

pecially during  the  latter  part  of  his  service, 
in  the  important  work  of  the  Legislature. 
He  served  for  two  years  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  State  Prisons,  one  year  as 
Chairman  of  Villages,  and  one  year  as 
Chairman  of  the  important  Committee  on 
General  Laws,  besides  being  a  member  of 
most  of  the  other  committees  of  greatest 
importance,  including  Ways  and  Means  and 
Judiciary,  and  in  1903  was  one  of  the  sub- 

committee of  the  Ways  and  Means  Commit- 
tee to  draft  the  general  appropriation  and 

supply  bills.  Mr.  Fowler  introduced  a  large 
number  of  bills  during  his  legislative  career, 
notable  among  these  was  the  one,  (which 
became  a  law)  to  increase  the  amount  of 
the  school  fund  from  the  state  to  the  weak 
country  districts;  another  of  great  import- 

ance, which  did  not  become  a  law,  was  the 
bill  providing  that  the  candidates  for  office 

of  all  parties  be  nominated  by  direct  vote 
of  the  people  composing  the  party  instead 
of  through  means  of  delegate  conventions. 
Very  few  men  obtain  such  distinction  as 
has  Mr.  Fowler  at  so  early  an  age.  It  was 
in  January,  1900,  that  Mr.  Fowler  came  to 
Jamestown  to  reside;  he  has,  however,  con- 

ducted his  law  practice  here  since  1896,  his 
office  being  in  the  Wellman  building.  Mr. 
Fowler  is  a  member  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge 
Jamestown;  Panama  Lodge,  No.  272,  Inde- 

pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  Jamestown 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Harmony 
Grange. 

WILLIAM   C.  J.  HALL. 
William  C.  J.  Hall  was  the  second  of  five 

children  who  were  born  to  William  and 
Julia  Jones  Hall  who  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Jamestown.  He  was  born  Au- 

gust 8,  1828.  His  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  the  village 

and  the  Jamestown  Academy.  He  was  fit- 
ted for  college  by  Rev.  Owen  Street,  pastor 

of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and 
graduated  with  honor  from  Yale  College  in 
1851.  Having  studied  civil  engineering  in 
college  he  at  once  secured  a  situation  as  a 
surveyor  on  the  route  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Great  Western  Railway  between  Jamestown 
and  what  is  now  Salamanca,  then  known 
as  Bucktooth.  Mr.  Hall  served  as  Principal 
of  the  Franklinville  Academy  on  Long 
Island  for  a  time,  and  August  31,  1852,  mar- 

ried his  assistant,  Miss  Maria  M.  Woodhull. 
He  afterwards  became  the  first  Principal 
of  the  Ellington  Academy,  for  which  a  new 
building  had  been  erected,  and  showed  his 
administrative  ability  in  the  successful  or- 

ganization of  its  several  departments.  Hav- 
ing been  a  helper  in  the  chemical  laboratory 

of  Prof.  Benjamin  Silliman,  Sr.,  when  a  col- 
lege student,  Mr.  Hall  was  much  interested 

in  chemistry  and  pharmacy,  and  when  op- 
portunity was  offered  he  entered  into  part- 

nership with  Dr.  G.  W.  Hazeltine  as  a  drug- 
gist and  bookseller.  He  continued  in  this 

business  with  some  changes  in  location  and 
partners  until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War. 
At  that  time  John  T.  Wilson  was  associated 
with  him  in  business.  Their  store  which 
was  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third 
Streets,  became  headquarters  for  news  of 
the  war.  The  fires  of  patriotism  already 
kindled  were  fanned  into  a  flame  by  the 

discussions  awakened  by  the  country's 
needs.  Mr.  Hall  was  a  patriot  whose  zeal 
was  not  exhausted  in  words.    He  enlisted 
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himself  and  his  store  became  a  recruiting 
office  for  an  independent  company  of  sharp- 

shooters of  which  Joseph  S.  Arnold  was 
chosen  Captain,  W.  C.  J.  Hall  First  Lieuten- 

ant and  Clinton  W.  Perry  Second  Lieuten- 
ant. This  company  was  attached  to  the 

One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment  New  York 
State  Volunteers,  and  went  to  the  front  in 
the  fall  of  18G2.  When  the  government 
authorized  the  organization  of  colored 
troops  Mr.  Hall  went  to  Washington,  and 
after  examination  by  the  Military  Board, 
was  given  the  rank  of  Major  and  placed 
in  command  of  Camp  Casey  at  Arlington 
where  he  assisted  in  recruiting  and  drilling 
the  Twenty-third  Regiment  of  United  States 
Colored  Troops.  This  regiment  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  battle  at  Petersburg,  and 
suffered  the  loss  of  a  large  proportion  of  its 
commissioned  officers  as  well  as  private  sol- 

diers. Mr.  Hall  resigned  his  commission 

in  the  spring  of  'G5,  shortly  before  the  sur- 
render at  Appomattox,  and  returned  to 

Jamestown,  having  been  breveted  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel.  Having  disposed  of  his  busi- 

ness, he  turned  his  attention  more  fully  to 
educational  matters,  and  in  June,  18G7,  went 
to  Europe  and  spent  a  year,  partly  in  travel, 
and  partly  in  study  at  the  University  of 

C.  J.  II  ALL 

Heidelberg.  On  his  return  he  was  invited 
to  become  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 
in  MeadviHe,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  com- 

pleted the  organization  of  the  schools  under 
a  graded  system.  After  a  service  of  about 
four  years,  he  felt  the  need  of  rest  and 
conducted  a  party  of  young  men  to  Europe 
on  a  vacation  tour. 

In  the  year  1873  when  Messrs.  Hall,  Broad- 
head  and  Turner  established  the  first  worst- 

ed mills  in  Jamestown,  he  was  made  gen- 
eral manager  and  retained  an  interest  in  the 

mill  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  188G  he 
retired  to  a  farm  in  Eastern  Virginia,  and 
died  while  on  a  visit  to  his  native  town. 
October  30,  1887. 

A  widow  and  two  children  survive.  One 
son,  William  W.,  died  in  boyhood  while  on 
a  visit  with  his  mother  to  the  camp  at  Ar- 

lington. A  second  son,  Alfred  E.  Hall, 
is  a  prominent  business  man  and  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Jamestown  Worsted 
Mills.  A  daughter,  Mrs.  Sophie  H.  Mar- 

shall, is  the  wife  of  an  artist  and  resides 
at  Tarrytown,  New  York. 

Mr.  Hall  was  a  man  of  public  spirit, 
strong  convictions,  a  warm  heart  and  varied 
talents.  He  did  much  to  promote  public 

improvements  'such  as  pertained  to  schools, 
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sanitation,  water-works  and  street  railways. 
He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance 
and  led  a  vigorous  campaign  against  illegal 
liquor  selling.  He  was  an  expert  micro- 
scopist  and  was  a  teacher  of  microscopy  at 
the  Chautauqua  Assembly  of  which  he  was 
also  a  Trustee.  Teaching  was  one  of  his 
chief  enjoyments.  He  was  often  invited  to 
address  the  schools  and  frequently  had  pu- 

pils at  his  own  house  whom  he  taught  gra- 
tuitously. He  was  fond  of  music  and  was 

for  a  time  a  student  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  George  F.  Root.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  successful  choir  leader  and  teacher 
of  vocal  music.  He  united  with  the  First 
Congregational  Church  when  a  young  man 
and  was  active  as  a  Bible  class  teacher  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He 
was  well  informed  upon  a  great  variety  of 
subjects,  and  his  opinion  and  advice  were 
often  sought.  He  allied  himself  with  many 
religious,  educational  and  reformatory 
movements,  and  was  zealous  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived. 

LEWIS  HALL. 
Lewis  Hall  a  man  whose  life  work  neiped 

to  make  the  history  of  CUautauqua  County, 
was  born  in  Carroll,  this  county,  Septem- 

ber 12,  1815.  He  died  in  Jamestown,  where 
he  had  long  conducted  a  successful  busi- 

ness, April  1,  1902.  His  father  was  James 
Hall,  an  early  settler  of  Carroll.  He  grad- 

uated from  Yale  College  in  1839,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  in  1842  in  St.  Louis,  where 

he  practiced  his  profession  until  1847.  From 
that  year  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  and  manufacturing 
enterprises  in  Jamestown  His  schooling 
preparatory  for  college  was  at  Homer,  New 
York.  His  father  previous  to  his  death, 
had  a  protracted  illness,  and  the  care  and 
attention  which  was  given  to  him  during 
this  period  by  Lewis  Hall  and  later  to  the 
settlement  of  the  estate  caused  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  to  continue  in  other  lines  of 
activity  than  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

He  was  much  interests  in  the  collection 
of  books  and  information  on  Genealogy,  in 
which  he  was  the  leading  authority  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  At  a  time  when  he 
was  threatened  with  the  loss  of  his  eye- 

sight he  gave  a  very  valuable  collection  of 
genealogical  records  to  the  library.  He  was 
an  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  a  liberal  contributor  to  it,  and  was  ever 
liberal  in  charitable  work. 

His  business  interests  extended  rapidly. 
He  traveled  much  and  explored  a  large  part 
of  the  wilderness  region  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Lake  Superior,  in  pursuance  of  his  studies 
in  mineralogy  and  geology.  He  was  a  Re- 

publican in  politics  and  was  Supervisor  of 
the  Town  of  Ellicott  in  the  years  1858-59 
and  in  1875-76.  He  also  served  as  United 
States  Revenue  Assessor.  In  the  mercantile 
business  he  was  a  member  of  the  firms 
of  Butler  &  Hall  and  Hall,  Grant  &  Forbes; 
as  manufacturer,  of  Y.  W.  Burtch  &  Com- 

pany. His  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  Lewis  Hall  belonged 
to  and  helped  to  organize  the  local  Chapter, 
Order  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  He  married 
A.  Augusta  Davis  in  St.  Louis  May  8,  1843. 
She  died  December  4.  1883.  One  daughter, 
Ellen  E.,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Proudfit, 
survives.  A  prominent  citizen  of  James- 

town who  knew  him  intimately,  said:  "The 
memory  and  example  of  his  kindly  life,  flow- 

ing smoothly  to  its  close  will  live  long  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  have  known  and 
loved  him,  and  will  enrich  the  community 
in  which  he  has  lived  so  long,  and  in  which 

he  was  so  highly  honored  and  respected." 

EDWARD  L.  HALL. 

Edward  Livingston  Hall  was  born  in  War- 
ren, Pa.,  October  1,  1841,  the  eldest  son 

of  John  A.  Hall  and  Emily  (Perry)  Hall. 
In  1849  his  parents  removed  to  Busti,  New 
York,  upon  the  farm  that  had  been  origi- 

nally taken  up  by  his  grandfather,  Samuel 
Hall,  when  he  emigrated  from  Vermont,  in 
1814.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools,  supplemented  by  courses 
of  study  in  the  Painsville,  Ohio,  Academy 
and  in  an  eastern  business  college. 

Mr.  Hall  worked  on  the  farm  until  the  war 
broke  out,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Seventh 
Company  of  Sharpshooters,  which  went  to 
the  front  in  1802  with  the  One  Hundred 

Twelfth  Regiment  of  New  York  "Volunteers. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  honorably  dis- 

charged at  Suffolk.  Virginia  for  serious  ill- 
ness. 
After  a  brief  period  of  managing  the 

farm  for  his  father  upon  shares,  during 
the  absence  of  the  latter  in  Washington,  Mr. 
Hall  engaged  in  manufacturing  lumber  and 
marketing  it  by  rafting  it  down  the  Alle- 

gheny and  Ohio  rivers.  For  about  ten  years, 
during  the  nourishing  period  of  this  once 
important  industry,  he  continued  the  busi- 

ness, until  the  railroad  began  to  supplant 
water  transportation.    Then  he  took  up  the 
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manufacture  of  staves  and  heading  in  west- 
ern New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  in 

1878  he  formed  with  the  late  Edward 

Shaver  the  firm  of  Shaver  &  Hall,  a  busi- 
ness association  that  remained  unbroken 

for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  a  few  years, 
the  principal  mills  of  the  firm  were  located 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  Orlando 
C.  Frisbee  became  a  member  of  the  firm, 
which  did  a  large  business  throughout  the 
middle  states.  In  1892  the  firm  divided, 
Hall  &  Frisbee  engaging  in  the  manufacture 
of  hard-wood  lumber  in  Missouri,  Arkansas 
and  Mississippi,  while  Shaver  &  Hall  con- 

tinued the  stave  business. 
Within  the  last  few  years,  Mr.  Hall  has 

very  largely  withdrawn  from  these  under- 
takings, and  has  devoted  himself  to  landed 

investments  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Colora- 
do and  California.  In  addition,  he  has  for 

many  years  been  interested  in  a  variety  of 
local  enterprises.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Jamestown  National  Bank  before  the  lat- 

ter was  merged  in  the  Chautauqua  County 
Trust  Company,  and  he  is  now  a  member 
of  the  board  of  the  latter  institution.  For 
a  short  time  before  his  removal  to  James- 

town, he  was  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of 
Carroll. 
In  186G  Mr.  Hall  married  Charlotte 

Parker,  eldest  daughter  of  James  Parker, 
of  Frewsburg,  N.  Y.,  at  which  place  he  re- 

sided until  1879,  when  the  family  removed 
to  Jamestown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  two 
children,  a  son,  James  Parker  Hall  who  is 
now  dean  of  the  Law  School  of  the  Uni- 

versity of  Chicago,  and  a  daughter,  Sabra 
Glyde  Hall. 

FRANK  MERZ. 
Frank  Merz,  a  prominent  financier  of 

Jamestown,  residing  at  No.  G  West  Sixth 
Street,  was  born  at  Clarence,  Erie  County, 
New  York,  July  26,  1857,  and  has  lived  in 
Jamestown  since  18G7.  His  father  was  Se- 

bastian Merz.  His  education  was  received 
in  the  Jamestown  High  School.  He  began 
work  as  a  bank  clerk  in  Jamestown  Sep- 

tember 1,  1873,  and  his  long  experience  in 
banking  has  been  beneficial  to  the  Union 
Trust  Company  of  which  he  is  now  Presi- 

dent and  which  instituion  has  proved  to 
be  the  most  successful  bank  in  the 
City  of  Jamestown  during  the  eleven 
years  of  its  existence.  He  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  high  destiny  of  Jamestown  as  a  grow- 

ing and  prosperous  producing  center,  and 
has  always  advised  against  investments  in 

distant  pretentious  enterpriser,  believing 

rather  in  the  motto,  "Jamestown  money  for 
Jamestown,"  which  would  mean  the  en- 

couragement of  young  men  of  merit  and 
mechanical,  mercantile  or  other  ability,  the 
establishing  of  new  industries,  the  preven- 

tion of  losses  of  accumulated  capital  and 
the  steady  upbuilding  of  the  wealth,  busi- 

ness and  manufactures  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Merz  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow. 

He  married  Lena  Cornelia  Crissey  in  James- 
town September  9,  1891.  They  have  had 

four  children:  Robert  Crissey  Merz,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months;  Lucy  Alber- 
tina  Merz;  Elizabeth  Langworthy  Merz,  and 
Margaret  Crissey  Merz. 

JOHN   A.  HULQUIST. 
John  A.  Hulquist,  one  of  the  best  known 

insurance  men  in  this  part  of  the  state,  was 
born  in  Sweden  March  2,  1857.  His  parents 
were  Andrew  and  Anna  N.  Hulquist,  Mrs. 
Hulquist  dying  in  Sweden  in  1?GG  and  Mr. 
Hulquist  coming  to  Jamestown  in  18C8. 
John  A.  Hulquist  was  educated  in  the  com- 

mon school  and  Jamestown  High  School. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk 
with  W.  H.  Proudfit,  where  he  served  ten 
years.  Afterwards  he  became  a  member  of 
the  mercantile  firm  of  A.  J.  Peterson  & 
Company,  and  in  1891  he  engaged  with  G. 
O.  Gustafson  in  the  insurance  business,  un- 

der the  firm  name  of  J.  A.  Hulquist  &  Com- 

pany. On  January  1,  1905,  Mr.  Hulquist's business  connections  underwent  another 
change,  when  he  associated  with  him  J.  P. 
Mericle,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hulquist 
&  Mericle,  whose  place  of  business  is  rooms 
11  and  12,  Gokey  Block.  They  represent 
many  of  the  leading  companies  in  all  kinds 
of  insurance — fire,  life,  accident,  etc.  Thor- 

oughly experienced  and  absolutely  trust- 
worthy themselves  and  reprerenting  the 

standard  and  reliable  companies,  with  im- 
mense amounts  of  capital,  no  concern  is 

better  or  more  fully  equipped  for  handling 
the  insurance  risks  of  the  community  than 
Hulquist  &  Mericle. 

Mr.  Hulquist  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  has  served  three  terms  as  Aide-man  of 
the  Fourth  Ward.  As  an  official  of  the 

city  government  his  record  is  without  blem- 
ish and  consistent*  with  the  career  of  a 

clean,  successful  business  man.  He  is  a 
member  of  Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  263,  Be- 

nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks: 

Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  248,  Knights  of"Pvrh- 
ias;  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  Pro- 
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731 tective  Home  Circle.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Lutheran  Church  and  was  Secretary 
of  the  building  committee  for  ten  years,  dur- 

ing which  time  the  church  was  built. 
Mr.  Hulquist  married  Jennie  L.  Rapp  of 

Jamestown,  daughter  of  L.  J.  Rapp,  June 
29,  1881.  They  have  three  children.  Myrtie 
E..  Grace  E.  and  Raymond  G.  Hulquist. 

GEORGE   F.  HURLBERT. 

George  F.  Hurlbert,  one  of  the  best  known 
hotel  men  of  Western  New  York,  is  a  native 
of  Chautauqua  County  as  were  his  parents 
before  him.  His  father,  John  Forbes  Hurl- 

bert. was  born  at  Forestville  August  26, 
182C.  and  he  was  born  at  Forestville  Sep- 

tember 13,  18C0.  His  education  was  com- 
menced in  the  Forestville  Academy  and 

completed  in  Buffalo  in  1874.  Mr.  Hurlbert 
commenced  his  business  career  in  Knapps 
Creek,  Allegany  County.  Xew  York,  in  the 
Forest  House  with  his  father  in  1880.  They 
remained  there  until  1883  when  they  re- 

moved to  Farnsworth,  Warren  C^untv.  Penn- 
sylvania, and  took  charge  of  a  hotel  at  that 

place.  His  father's  death  occurred  there 
March  14,  1883.  He  then  removed  to 
Dunkirk,  opening  the  Hurlbert  House  at 
that  place  with  his  mother  in  October,  1884, 
he  sold  this  business  to  his  brother,  W.  G. 
Hurlbert  and  then  went  to  Youngstown  and 
took  charge  of  the  Tod  House  in  that  city. 
Later  he  secured  a  ten  year  lease  of  the  eld 
Broezel  House  at  Buffalo,  but  this  hotel  was 
unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire  before  he 
took  possession,  and  consequently  his  lease 
was  worthless.  He  then  went  to  Kansas 
City  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 

But  hotel  management  was  Mr.  Hurlbert's 
forte  and  in  1887  he  once  more  resumed  his 
old  occupation,  this  time  in  Deane s  Euro- 

pean Hotel  at  Chicago.  Illinois.  SVll  later 
he  assumed  the  management  of  the  well- 
known  Liebel  House  at  Erie.  Pennsylvania. 

He  next  went  to  Moore's  summer  hotel  at 
Van  Buren  Point  and  then  returnel  to  th<> 
Hurlbert  House  at  Dunkirk  as  proprietor. 
While  continuing  this  business  he  took  a 
half  interest  in  hte  Continental  Hotel  at 
Buffalo  as  managing  partner. 

While  in  Buffalo  at  this  time  Mr.  Hurlbert 
purchased  the  lease  and  furniture  of  the 
Tifft  House  but  through  trickery  failed  to 
get  possession,  the  same  being  givea  to  Mr. 
Hood  for  a  big  advance  in  rent.  Later  Mr. 
Hurlbert  assumed  the  management  of  the 

Tower  House  at  Niagara  Falls  an  1  from 
there  he  went  to  Fredonia  and  took  charge 
of  the  Columbia  Hotel  of  that  village. 

With  this  extensive  hotel  experience  as  a 
recommendation  Mr.  Hurlbert  in  1898  se- 

cured a  ten  year  lease  of  the  Xew  Sherman 
House  in  Jamestown  and  kept  it  closed  sone 
six  months  while  needed  renovations  were 

being  made.  The  hotel  was  elaborately  fur- 
nished from  basement  to  roof  and  when  re- 

opened proved  a  popular  resort  for  the  trav- 
eling public,  and  needless  to  say  has  been 

well  patronized  ever  since. 

In  passing  it  may  be  said  that  Mr.  Hurl- 
bert ten  years  prior  to  this  made  an  effort 

to  secure  the  Sherman  House,  and  did  in 
fact  secure  a  ten  day  option  on  the  same. 
He  was  on  hand  promptly  to  fulfill  his  part 
of  the  contract  but  failed  to  secure  posses- 

sion, the  proprietor  not  caring  to  consum- 
mate the  deal. 

Mr.  Hurlbert  has  been  very  successful  in 
the  management  of  the  Sherman  House  and 
in  1901  he  purchased  the  Gray  Gables  Hotel 
at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  and  installed  John 
Fitzgerald,  a  former  employe,  as  proprietor 
and  partner.  The  partnership  is  still  exist- ing. 

In  the  summer  of  1901  Mr.  Hurlbert  at  the 
urgent  solicitation  of  the  owners  took  charge 
of  the  Grand  Hotel  at  Point  Chautauqua 
and  had  a  successful  season,  the  last  by  the 
way  that  was  successful  at  this  resort. 

Mr.  Hurlbert  married  Miss  Arietta  Vander- 
voort  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  February  10, 
1886.  They  had  two  children,  Lamar  and 
Julia.  Mrs.  Hurlbert  died  January  10,  1902. 
Mr.  Hurlbert  married  October  6,  1904,  Mrs. 
S.  Louise  Lewis  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Hurlbert  having  long  had  his  eye  on 
the  metropolis  as  an  advantageous  field  for 
hotel  management,  was  during  the  present 
year  able  to  realize  his  ambitions  by  the 
leasing  of  the  Grand  Hotel  located  at  Broad- 

way and  Thirty-first  Street.  He  took  posses- 
sion September  1,  1904,  and  is  now  doing  a 

flourishing  business. 

Mr.  Hurlbert  is  a  Thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  a  Knight  Templar.  Shriner  and  a 
member  of  Jamestown  Lodge  of  Elks.  Per- 

sonally he  is  an  affable  and  agreeable  gen- 
tleman and  he  possesses  in  a  marked  degree 

those  qualifications  necessary  for  a  cussess- 
ful  landlord.  All  the  hotels  in  which  he  is 
interested,  the  Sherman  House,  Gray  Gables 
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Tavern  and  the  Grand,  are  very  popular 
with  the  traveling  public,  and  being  popular 

are  well  patronized.  No  sketch  of  James- 
town would  be  complete  without  a  biograpny 

of  this  veteran  boniface,  an  outline  of  which 
is  here  given. 

SIDNEY  JONES. 

Sidney  Jones  was  the  youngest  child  and 
seventh  son  of  Solomon  and  Clarissa  (Hay- 
ward)  Jones  and  was  born  at  Jamestown, 
New  York,  July  27,  1823.  His  entire  life 
with  the  exception  of  a  period  of  three  years 
at  Mayville  has  been  spent  at  Jamestown. 
His  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  cf 

Chautauqua  County,  coming  from  Wards- 
boro,  Vermont,  and  making  his  home  at 
Kiantone  in  November,  1810,  later  remov- 

ing to  the  place  on  the  Chautauqua  outlet 
about  two  miles  north  of  Jamestown,  to 

which  the  name  of  Jones'  Landing  was  giv- 
en, now  Clifton.  His  later  years  were  spent 

at  Jamestown,  his  house  on  East  Fourth 
Street  standing  on  the  site  of  the  residence 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Shelden  13. 
Broadhead.  To  Solomon  Jones  and  wife 

fourteen  children  were  born,  of  whom  thir- 

teen grew  to  maturity.  Sidney's  education 
was  gained  in  district  schools  and  in  James- 

town Academy.  Early  in  life  he  embarked 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  at  one  time  owned 
and  operated  the  gristmill  at  Dexterville 
(now  East  Jamestown)  and  later  engaged 
in  mercantile  business,  being  at  different 
times  associated  with  E.  C.  Bailey,  James 
P.  Clark  and  Charles  H.  Howard.  He  re- 

tired from  business  with  a  competence  in 
1894.  He  was  elected  County  Clerk  in  1861 
and  served  a  term  of  three  years.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Jamestown  public  schools  for  many  years. 
In  politics  he  has  been  a  Republican  since 
the  organization  of  the  party.  He  is  a  mem- 

ber of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

October  20,  1862,  at  Leicester,  New  York, 
he  married  Anna  S.  Dickey  whose  death  oc- 

curred June  1,  1900.  To  them  were  born 
two  daughters,  Emma  C,  wife  of  William 
Archie  Kent  of  Poland,  Arizona,  and  Carrie 
Joie,  wife  of  Frederick  William  Hyde  of 
Jamestown.  At  the  date  of  the  preparation 
of  this  sketch  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 
natives  of  Jamestown.  He  makes  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Hyde,  and  is  the 
sole  survivor  of  fourteen  children. 

SOLOMON  JONES. 
In  the  year  1810  the  parents  of  Solomon 

Jones,  with  their  seven  children,  moved 
from  Wardsboro,  Vermont,  and  settled  near 
the  Stillwater  in  what  is  now  Kiantone. 
Here  Solomon  Jones  was  born  February  21, 
1814,  the  tenth  of  fourteen  children  born 
to  Solomon  and  Clarissa  (Hay ward)  Jones, 
all  but  one  of  whom  lived  to  the  age  of 

seventy  years  or  more,  and  all  became  use- 
ful members  of  society.  Solomon  Jones, 

when  a  child,  moved  with  his  parents  to 

what  is  known  as  Jones'  Landing  on  the 
Chadakoin,  and  later  came  to  Jamestown 
where  his  father  kept  a  tavern  as  it  was 
then  called,  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Jones  received  such  educational  advantages 
as  the  schools  of  the  place  afforded,  and 
while  yet  a  young  man  went  into  business 
at  Dexterville,  now  East  Jamestown,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  with  a  valuable 
water  power,  and  a  store.  Later  he  was  as- 

sociated with  Col.  A.  F.  Allen  in  carrying 
on  a  flour  and  feed  business,  together  with 
the  management  of  a  large  amount  of  real 
estate.  Here  most  of  his  active  life  was 
passed  diligently  attending  to  his  extensive 
business.  On  May  2,  1848,  he  married  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  Miss  Elizabeth  T. 
Cowing,  who  died  February  11,  1850,  leav- 

ing a  son  Franklin  H.  Jones,  born  August 
19,  1849.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr. 
Jones  and  his  infant  boy  made  their  home 
with  Mrs.  Edmund  Edgerton,  who,  with  the 
wise  and  tender  care  of  a  true  mother, 
watched  over  the  boy,  and  he  grew  up  with 
her  daughter  as  if  he  were  her  own  son. 

Bereaved  of  his  wife,  the  father's  affection 
centered  more  strongly  in  his  only  child. 
He  was  given  every  advantage  of  education 
and  travel,  and  after  graduating  from  Cor- 

nell University  he  spent  nearly  a  year  in 
Europe.  But  just  as  this  young  man  so  well 
equipped  for  usefulness  was  about  to  take 
up  his  life  work,  he  was  stricken  with  a 
fatal  disease  and  died  in  Brooklyn  November 
13,  1873.  This  was  a  well  nigh  crushing 
blow  to  Mr.  Jones,  bul  he  bore  it  with  resig- 

nation, and  with  a  heavy  heart  pursued  his 
daily  round  of  duty. 

Mr.  Jones  continued  to  make  his  home 

with  Mrs.  Edgerton  until  her  death,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1890.  During  the  later  years  of  Mr. 

Jones'  life  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Smith,  the  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Edgerton.  returned  to  her  former 
home  and  with  unremitting  fidelity  and  filial 
thoughtfulness  did  everything  that  skillful 
hands  and  a  loving  heart  could  do  to  make 
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for  him  a  pleasant  home  in  his  declining 
years. 

For  many  years  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  November  29,  1901,  he  was  a  director 
of  the  Chautauqua  County  National  Bank, 
and  of  its  successor,  the  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty Trust  Company.  He  was  also  at  the  time 
of  his  death  President  of  the  James  Pren- 
dergast  Free  Library  Association  and  of 
Lake  View  Cemetery  Association.  His  gen- 

erous benefactions  were  bestowed  in  count- 
less '  directions. 

ORSINO  E.  JONES. 
Orsino  B.  Jones  was  born  in  Jamestown 

November  8,  1829,  and  was  a  son  of  Ellick 
Jones  and  Louisa  Walkup.  His  grandfather, 
Solomon  Jones,  with  his  family,  came  to 
Chautauqua  County  from  Brattleboro,  Ver- 

mont, in  1810,  and  first  settled  in  what  is 
now  the  Town  of  Kiantone.  The  history  of 
Southern  Chautauqua  is  largely  made  up 
with  the  lives  of  the  Jones  family,  and  all 
phases  of  business  and  social  life  from  the 
first  settlement  to  the  present  time  include 
its  members.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 

trict schools  and  "finished,"  as  the  early  his- 
torian puts  it,  with  six  months'  work  in  the 

Jamestown  Academy  when  he  was  sixteen. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  butcher  business  and  deal- 

ing in  cattle,  and  later  became  a  partner 
of  his  father  and  finally  assumed  control 
of  the  business  and  managed  it  until  the 
close  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  From 
the  years  1856  to  18G1  he  was  also  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  became  interested  in  real  estate 
and  manufacturing  and.  various  schemes  for 
the  development  of  the  village  growth. 
Though  not  what  would  be  called  in  modern 

life  a  "promoter,"  he  has  always  aided  and 
supported  the  various  newspapers  estab- 

lished in  the  village  and  city,  and  new  man- 
ufactories— the  Cane  Seat  Chair  Factory, 

the  Alpaca  Mills,  the  steamboats,  the  street 
cars;  and  if  there  was  no  market  in  real 

estate  he  would  "move"  it  anyhow — by  wag- 
on, scraper  or  wheelbarrow  and  thereby 

level  the  hill  and  fill  the  low  places.  In 
connection  with  other  enterprises  for  many 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business — 1pins  and  needles,  silks  and  vel- 

vets, salt  and  sugar,  yeastcakes  and  country 
produce.  In  village  and  city  affairs  he  has 
always  been  an  active  worker  and  cheerful 
supporter  of  every  scheme  that  would  de- 

velop growth  and  for  the  public  good.  While 
he  has  not  been  an  active  churchman,  he 

has  always  been  a  liberal  contributor,  and 
aided  by  gift  to  the  building  of  quite  all  the 
"meeting  houses."  In  the  establishing  of 
the  school  system  he  was  one  of  the  few 
men  who  "took  off  their  coats"  and  worked. 
In  the  fire  department  he  ran  with  the  ma- 

chine as  a  member  of  Protection  and  Deluge 
until  he  was  a  man  grown;  was  foreman 
of  Deluge  and  for  many  years  served  as  the 
Chief  of  the  Department  to  the  satisfaction 
of  quite  the  entire  community. 

In  1854  he  purchased  a  residence  on  West 
Second  Street,  and  in  December  of  that 
year,  in  his  own  home,  was  married  to 
Louisa  A.  Howard,  of  Carroll.  One  son, 
Charles  H.,  now  living,  was  born  in  June, 
1858.  Mrs.  Jones  was  an  ideal  woman  and 
their  home  was  always  open  to  friends  and 
neighbors.  She  died  December  14,  1887. 
For  many  years  he  has  lived  at  the  corner 
of  Bast  Third  Street  and  Prendergast  Ave- 

nue. He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
having  joined  Chautauqua  Council  soon  after 
its  charter  was  granted.  He  is  also  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Elks  and  the  Jamestown  Club. 

In  early  life  he  became  interested  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  ever  been  an  earnest  and  con- 

sistent Republican.  He  was  an  alternate 
delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  of  i860 
that  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  a  prominent  factor 
in  all  national  and  state  politics.  He  served 
four  years  as  a  member  of  the  Republican 
State  Committee,  and  in  1880  was  an  elector 
on  the  state  ticket  and  cast  his  vote  for 
Garfield  and  Arthur.  During  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  he  was  a  staunch  friend  of  tne 
Union  cause,  and  on  several  occasions  was 
sent  into  southern  territory  as  an  agent  of 
the  administration,  and  always  conducting 
his  mission  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
government.  He  was  a  life-long  friend  of 
Conkling,  and  Arthur,  and  Cornell,  and  Piatt, 
and  in  the  clays  of  Reuben  E.  Fenton  and 
Thurlow  Weed  he  was  the  confidential  mid- 

dle man.  In  county  politics  he  has  always 
been  an  interested  worker,  never  an  office 
seeker.  He  early  established  a  reputation 
for  being  honest  in  politics,  and  in  his  long 

career  as  a  politician  "Sine"  Jones's  word 
has  been  good.  When  he  was  barely  out  of 
his  teens  he  was  elected  Collector  of  Taxes 
for  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  the  only  elective 
office  he  ever  held.  But  later  in  life  he  de- 

clined the  nomination  for  Representative  in 
Congress  because  he  had  given  his  word 
to  help  the  man  who  was  finally  nominated. 
He  has  served  for  several  years  as  one  of 
the  State  Civil  Service  Commissioners. 
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CLEMENT  B.  JONES. 
Clement  B.  Jones,  who  has  been  in  the 

City  Clerk's  office  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
wasi  born  in  Jamestown  in  1848.  His  father 
was  Albert  Jones,  who  settled  here  about 
1830.  He  was  educated  in  the  Jamestown 
schools,  and  after  graduation  studied  law, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  practice. 
He,  however,  gave  up  professional  business 
and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  com- 

mercial affairs.  He  entered  the  City  Clerk's 
office  in  1892  as  assistant  to  J.  G.  Barker. 
In  April,  1896,  Charles  O.  McCormick  was 
elected  City  Clerk  and  Mr.  Jones  was  re- 

tained. Mr.  Jones,  upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
McCormick,  was  appointed  acting  City 
Clerk  by  the  Council,  and  later  was  con- 

firmed aa  City  Clerk.  In  April,  1897,  he  was 
elected  to  fill  out  the  term;  in  1898  he  was 
elected  for  the  full  term  and  has  held  the 
office  ever  since.  His  conduct  of  the  office 
has  been  commendable  as  that  of  a  faithful, 
thorough  and  efficient  official.  Mr.  Jones 
has  been  a  member  of  the  city  Are  depart- 

ment for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  for 
many  years  served  as  its  Secretary.  He 
is  a  member  of  Deluge  Hose  Company,  a 
member  of  the  Elks,  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Jones  married  Mary  P. 
Bemus  at  Buffalo  December  29,  1899. 

GEORGE  W.  JUDE. 
George  W.  Jude,  A.  B.,  attorney  at  law, 

of  Jamestown,  was  born  at  Findley  Lake 
February  22,  1867.  His  parents  were 
Joseph  Jude  and  Mary  Ann  (Graham)  Jude, 
who  settled  in  Jamestown  in  1851,  coming 
here  from  Cambridgeshire,  England,  immed- 

iately after  their  marriage.  Mr.  Jude's  ed- 
ucation began  in  the  public  schools  in  Mina, 

and  he  began  a  college  preparatory  course 
at  Sugargrove  Seminary  in  1884,  graduating 
from  that  institution  in  June,  1887.  He 
began  a  classical  college  course  at  Otter- 
bein  University,  Westerville,  Ohio,  in  Sep- 

tember, 1887,  graduating  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  June,  1891.  He 
studied  post  graduate  work  from  1893  to 
1895  at  the  University  of  Chicago;  studied 
history  under  the  celebrated  historian,  Her- 

mann Edouard  von  Hoist,  author  of  Constitu- 
tional History  of  the  United  States,  and  also 

studied  political  science  and  political  econ- 
omy, and  made  a  special  historical  study  of 

the  French  Revolutionary  period.  He  stud- 
ied law  in  Jamestown  in  the  offices  of 

District  Attorney  Eleazer  Green  and  Sur- 
rogate   Egburt    E.    Woodbury,    where  he 

was  given  special  facilities  in  certain 
branches  of  the  law.  He  completed 

his  professional  studies  and  passed  an  ex- 
amination for  admission  to  the  Bar  in  the 

remarkably  short  time  of  two  years  from  the 
time  of  commencement.  In  August,  1899,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  Frank  H. 
Mott,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mott  &  Jude. 
This  partnership  was  dissolved  in  June, 
1902.  Mr.  Jude  began  his  professional  life 
as  Instructor  in  History,  Civil  Government 
and  Political  Economy  at  Sugar  Grove  Sem- 

inary. Pennsylvania,  in  September,  1891, 
where  he  taught  two  years.  He  was  then 
absent  two  years  in  post  graduate  study, 
and  then  taught  two  years  more  in  the  same 

place  in  1895-97. 
Mr.  Jude  married  Lyda  Pearl  Boardman 

at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  December  30, 

1902.  They  have  no  children.  He  has  oc- 
cupied his  present  home,  206  Fulton  Street, 

since  January  9,  1903.  His  business  address 
is  60-62  Fenton  Building. 

Mr.  Jude  was  elected  without  opposition 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
City  of  Jamestown  in  1900,  and  served  a 
term  of  three  years  in  such  capacity.  He 
was  active  in  the  erection  of  school  building 

No.  5,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  Teachers' 
Committee  part  of  the  time.  He  was  elect- 

ed Police  Justice  of  Jamestown,  which  office 
he  assumed  April  7,  1902.  His  term  expires 
in  1906. 

Mr.  Jude  is  a  member  of  the  congregation 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order,  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Maccabees,  the  Sons  of  St.  George  and  the 
National  Protective  Legion.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Sugargrove  Seminary  for  fourteen  years, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Board  for  nine  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first 
editor-in-chief  of  the  Otterbein  Aegis,  a 
nourishing  college  paper  of  Otterbein  Uni- 

versity. Apart  from  his  duties  as  Police 
Justice  Mr.  Jude  is  maintaining  a  law  prac- 

tice in  which  he  is  making  his  name  well 
and  most  favorably  known. 

JAMES  T.  LAR MONTH. 

James  T.  Larmonth,  Postmaster  of  James- 
town, is  of  Scotch  descent.  He  was  born 

in  Boylston,  Oswego  County,  July  5,  1841. 
His  father  was  Miller  R.  Larmonth,  who 
was  born  in  Argyle,  Washington  County,  this 



GEORGE  W.  JUDE 



740 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

state,  and  his  mother,  Polly  (Crocker)  Lar- 
month,  was  born  in  Delhi.  He  is  the  young- 

est of  six  children  and  the  only  one  of  them 
now  living.  His  education  began  in  dis- 

trict school  and  was  continued  in  the  Pul- 
aski Academy  and  the  Oneida  Seminary. 

In  1862  he  attended  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity but  owing  to  ill  health  did  not  complete 

the  classical  course  there. 

Mr.  Larmonth,  December  21,  1871,  mar- 
ried Laura  King,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and 

Lydia  (Powers)  King,  who  was  born  in 
Ellisburg,  Jefferson  County.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Grace  K.,  born  in  1878,  graduat- 

ed in  1901  from  Smith  College,  Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts;  Helen  Mar,  born  in 

December  30,  1882,  is  now  in  her  junior  year 
in  the  same  college.  Their  parents  have 
taken  much  pains  in  giving  them  a  good  edu- 

cation and  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  excellent 
advancement  they  have  made. 
As  a  youth  Mr.  Larmonth  worked  on  a 

farm  and  after  he  had  attained  sufficient 
age  taught  school  ten  or  twelve  terms.  He 
went  to  the  oil  country  in  1865  and  was 
engaged  in  the  oil  business  till  1869.  He 
afterwards  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
life  insurance  business.  He  went  to  Phila- 

delphia and  with  John  L.  Hayes,  took  a 
state  agency  for  a  life  insurance  company. 
He  sold  out  his  interest  there  in  1872  and 
after  a  short  stay  in  Titusville,  went  to 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  the  oil  business.  He  be- 

came interested  in  the  Bradford  field,  and  in 
1879  he  established  a  home  in  Jamestown. 
When  in  the  oil  country  he  was  a  member 

of  the  Oil  Producers'  Association,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  securing  legislation  for  tne 

protection  of  the  producers'  interests.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  an  advocate  of  cer- 

tain changes  in  the  curriculum  of  the 
schools,  suggested  through  his  experience 
as  a  teacher  and  original  thought. 

As  a  resident  of  Jamestown  Mr.  Larmonth 
continued  oil  operations  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  also  engaged  in  real  estate  and 
insurance  business.  He  was  Chairman  of 
the  Republican  County  Committee  in  1900- 
1901  and,  having  further  distinguished  him- 

self in  sucn  service  and  as  an  effective  cam- 
paign speaker,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 

April  1,  1902,  by  President  Roosevelt.  He 
had  always  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for 
other  offices.  In  post  office  matters  Mr.  Lar- 

month is  alert  and  painstaking,  and  his  offi- 
cial record  will  amply  justify  his  choice  to 

that  important  position. 

Mr.  Larmonth  is  of  Scotch  Presbyterian 
stock.  In  Masonry  he  has  taken  every  de- 

gree up  to  the  thirty-third.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  145;  James- 

town Chapter,  No.  67,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Jamestown  Commandery,  No.  61,  Knights 
Templar,  of  which  he  has  been  Eminent 
Commander;  also  the  Buffalo  Consistory. 

RICHARD  P.  MARVIN. 

(By  Benjamin  S.  Dean.) 
Richard  Pratt  Marvin  was  born  at  Fair- 

field,  New  York,  December  23,  1803,  and 
died  at  Jamestown,  New  York,  January  11, 

1892,  after  a  long  and  eventful  life.  He  re- 
ceived his  preliminary  education  in  the  com- 

mon schools  and  from  private  tutors,  but 
being  a  natural  student  he  never  felt  that 
his  education  was  completed,  and  it  was  a 
common  thing  to  find  him  at  his  office,  long 
after  he  had  passed  his  eightieth  year,  deep- 

ly engrossed  in  the  study  of  some  intricate 
question,  or  absorbed  in  the  pages  of  his- 

tory. He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1829 
and  in  June  of  that  year  came  to  James- 

town, then  little  more  than  a  logging  camp, 
with  its  center  about  the  water  powers 
afforded  by  the  outlet  to  Chautauqua  Lake. 
He  entered  immediately  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  soon  gained  for  him- 

self a  recognized  position  at  the  Bar,  and 
one  which  he  maintained,  with  increasing 
influence  for  good,  during  his  entire  career. 
On  the  8th  day  of  September,  1834,  Mr.  Mar- 

vin and  Miss  Isabella  Newland  of  Albany, 
New  York,  were  joined  in  marriage,  and  the 
rising  young  lawyer  with  his  accomplished 
bride  entered  into  the  pioneer  life  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  reared  an  interesting  and 
accomplished  family,  and  laid  the  foundation 
for  much  of  the  culture  and  refinement 
which  characterizes  this  community.  Ten 
years  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar  of  this 
state,  Mr.  Marvin,  on  the  motion  of  Daniel 
Webster,  was  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  and,  as 
an  evidence  of  his  wholesome  respect  for 
that  body,  as  well  as  for  the  courts  general- 

ly, the  story  is  told  of  him  that  when  called 
upon  some  years  later  to  make  a  similar 
motion  in  behalf  of  a  young  lawyer,  he  de- 

layed acting  for  a  week  until  the  latter  had 
visited  a  tailor  and  been  equipped  with  a 
frock  coat  and  clothing  suitable  to  the  dig- 

nity of  that  tribunal. 
In  the  old  Roman  jurisprudence,  celebrat- 

ed for  its  majestic  dignity  in  administering 
the  law,  there  was  a  class  of  men,  rich  in 
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scholarship  and  experience,  known  as  juris- 
consults, whose  office  it  was  to  give  the 

law  to  the  Judges,  who  were  the  triers  of 

fact,  and  I  never  read  one  of  Judge  Marvin's 
opinions,  masterful  in  its  judicial  equipoise, 
without  recalling  the  tribute,  of  the  cele- 

brated Chancellor  D'Aguesseau,  Advocate- 
General  at  Paris,  to  one  of  his  contempor- 

aries. "No  one,"  said  the  great  Chancellor, 
"has  gone  more  profoundly  into  the  true 
principles  of  law,  or  explained  them  in  a 
manner  more  worthy  of  a  philosopher,  of  a 
jurisconsult,  and  of  a  Christian.  After  hav- 

ing ascended  to  first  principles,  he  descends 
and  follows  them  out  even  to  their  most 
remote  consequences.  He  develops  them  in 

an  order  almost  geometrical,"  and  this  lan- 
guage might  be  used  with  equal  propriety  of 

the  subject  of  this  sketch,  as  is  evidenced 

"that  the  instrument  known  as  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  is  a  constitution 

ordained  and  established  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  That  it  contains  certain 
specified  powers  and  provisions  which,  when 
carried  into  effect,  produced  a  government, 
possessed  of  the  right  to  maintain  and  per- 

petuate itself  for  all  time,"  and  upon  this 
right  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  itself, 
Judge  Marvin  urged  that  whatever  meas- 

ures were  required  to  support  the  govern- 
ment in  its  trials,  was  authorized  by  the 

grants  of  power  contained  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  this  view  is  at  the  foundation  of 

the  law  as  subsequently  declared  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

But  no  man  can  achieve  greatness  in  the 
law  without  experience,  without  a  fund  of 
information  gathered  from  the  accumulated 

THE  OLD  MA  R  V 

by  his  great  opinion  in  support  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  legal  tender  act  while 

a  member  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  1863. 
To  the  State  of  New  York  belongs  the  credit 
of  the  first  judicial  determination  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
February  25,  18G2,  making  certain  treasury 
notes  of  the  United  States  a  legal  tender 
in  payment  of  all  debts,  public  and  private, 
although  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
subsequently  held  to  the  contrary,  in  the 
Legal  Tender  Cases  (12  Wallace,  457;  the 
law  was  finally  established  in  harmony  with 
the  prior  decision  in  this  state,  and  Judge 
Marvin  wrote  one  of  the  great  prevailing 

opinions  in  that  case.  "I  shall  assume," 
says  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  discussing 
the  constitutionality  of  the  legal  tender  act, 

IN  HOMESTEAD. 

experiences  of  the  ages,  and  without  the 
capacity  to  adjust  old  principles  to  new  con- 

ditions. The  law  grows  and  it  finds  its  best 
expression  through  Judges  who  have  had 
the  widest  experience,  the  broadest  charity 
and  the  deepest  insight  into  the  motives 
which  move  men  to  action.  Tried  by  this 
test,  Judge  Marvin  had  all  of  the  elements 
essencial  to  that  greatness  which  he  did 
achieve.  He  was  elected  a  Member  of  As- 

sembly in  1835,  serving  in  the  session  of 
183G,  where  he  became  a  conspicuous  ad- 

vocate of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad, 
although  at  that  time  railroad  construction 
and  operation  had  hardly  reached  beyond 
the  experimental  stage,  and  he  lived  not 
only  to  see  the  consummation  of  tnis  idea, 
but  a  development  of  transportation  facili- 
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ties  which  must  have  far  exceeded  his  most 
sanguine  expectations.  Before  his  term  of 
service  in  the  Assembly  was  ended,  Mr. 
Marvin  was  elected  to  Congress,  where  he 
served  from  1837  to  1841,  taking  an  active 

part  in  the  deliberations,  and  having  an  op- 
portunity for  that  intellectual  expansion 

which  marked  every  stage  of  his  career. 
Returning  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  he  was 
not  permitted  long  to  remain  in  a  private 
station,  for  in  1846  he  was  chosen  as  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention  which 
sat  in  Albany  in  that  year,  and  here  his 
legislative  experiences,  coupled  with  his 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  development 
of  the  law,  made  him  a  peculiarly  valuable 
representative  of  the  people  in  formulating 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  greatest  state 
in  the  Union.  Up  to  that  time,  while  there 
were  many  of  the  germs  of  human  liberty, 
there  was  no  constitutional  system  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  sense  that  we 
now  have  a  constitution.  The  first  constitu- 

tion was  hardly  more  than  a  bill  of  rights, 
with  certain  petty  restrictions  upon  minis- 

ters of  the  Gospel  and  other  matters  of  in- 
cidental moment,  and  the  constitution  of 

1821,  centralizing  the  appointing  power  in 
the  Governor  and  Senate,  so  that  practically 
ail  of  the  local  officers  of  the  state  were 
named  in  Albany,  had  grown  steadily  in 
disfavor  with  the  people.  The  convention 
of  184G  took  up  the  work  of  making  a  con- 

stitution in  a  proper  sense,  limiting  the  leg- 
islative powers,  but  leaving  them  free  to 

legislate  impartially  within  the  limits  so 
fixed,  and  from  its  preamble  to  its  final 
clause,  it  is  a  model  of  constitution  building 
which  has  not  been  improved  upon,  although 
it  has  since  undergone  two  general  revi- 

sions, as  well  as  various  amendments.  This 
constitution  placed  the  election  of  the  gen- 

eral state  officers  in  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  permitted  the  choice  of  local  officers 

by  the  people  of  the  teveral  communities. 
It  reorganized  upon  a  scientific  basis  the 
judiciary  of  the  state  and  provided  for  the 
election  of  an  independent  Court  of  Appeals, 
which,  as  a  law  court,  stands  well  at  the 
front  of  the  judicial  bodies  of  the  world. 

This  constitution,  in  which  Mr.  Marvin's  ele- 
gance of  diction  and  breadth  of  thought  are 

conspicuous,  has  been  copied  in  form  and 
style  of  expression  in  every  one  of  the  new 
states  since  that  time,  and  in  all  of  the  states 
where  their  constitutions  have  undergone 
revision,  and  this  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
is  often  impossible  to  tell  which  one  of  the 

constitutions  you  are  reading,  without  refer- 
ence to  its  title  pages.  The  writer  recalls 

entering  the  office  of  Judge  Marvin  at  a 
time  when  the  newspapers  were  discussing 
the  demand  of  a  certain  element  of  the  peo- 

ple that  God  should  be  recognized  in  the 
constitution.  Glancing  up  from  his  paper 
and  commenting  on  this  fact  he  demanded: 
"What  more  do  these  people  want;  they 
have  God  in  their  constitution  now?"  Turn- 

ing to  a  copy  of  the  constitution,  and  in  a 
voice  full  of  reverent  force,  he  read  from 

the  preamble,  "We,  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for 
our  freedom,  in  order  to  secure  its  blessings, 

do  establish  this  Constitution,"  and  then  re- 
suming his  seat  he  repeated,  "What  more  do 

these  people  want?" The  new  constitution  went  into  effect  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1847,  and  the  judicial 
convention  for  the  Eighth  Judicial  District, 
which  was  authorized  by  the  new  constitu- 

tion, unanimously  nominated  Richard  P. 
Marvin  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Su- 

preme Court.  He  was  elected  for  a  term  of 

eight  years,  was  re-elected  in  1855  for  a  like 
term,  serving  the  last  year  of  that  term  as 
a  member  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  under 
a  constitutional  provision,  and  was  again 
re-elected  in  18G3,  serving  to  the  end  of  his 
term  in  1871.  By  a  provision  of  the  con- 

stitution the  compensation  of  Judges  could 
not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  their 
official  terms.  The  salary  originally  was 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per  year  and 
remained  the  same  until  1857,  two  years 

after  Judge  Marvin's  second  election,  so 
that  for  six  years  of  his  second  term  he  re- 

ceived only  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per 
year  while  those  who  were  elected  after 
1857,  and  who  served  contemporaneously  with 
him,  received  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  and  this  same  thing  occurred  when 
the  salary  was  increased  after  18C3.  A  man 
in  whom  the  political  instinct  was  more 
highly  developed  would  have  arranged,  no 
doubt,  to  resign  his  office  and  seek  a  new 
election,  or  devolve  some  other  scheme  for 
participating  in  the  increased  salary,  but 
Judge  Marvin  continued  faithfully  to  per- 

form his  duties  at  a  less  salary  than  his 
fellow-members  upon  the  bench,  and  retired 
from  office  with  the  confidence,  esteem  and 
respect  of  every  honest  man  in  the  state. 
With  this  wide  experience  a  man  of  less 

ability  might  have  achieved  some  measures 
of  success,  but  Judge  Marvin  added  to  this 
public  training  a  broad  culture  in  art  and 
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literature,  and  especially  in  those  depart- 
ments which  related  to  history  and  the  evo- 
lution of  the  race,  and  what  was  more  im- 

portant, he  was  firmly  grounded  in  those 

"homely  old  integrities"  which  distinguish 
the  ideal  citizen  from  the  time-serving  poli- 

tician. Thus  equipped,  and  with  an  oppor- 
tunity to  exemplify  these  virtues.  Judge 

Marvin  proceeded  logically  and  inevitably 
to  an  enviable  standing  in  the  judiciary  of  a 
state  whose  courts  are  without  a  rival  in 
the  great  sisterhood  of  states.  As  a  citizen 
of  Jamestown  he  was  enterprising  and  pub- 

lic spirited,  and  his  wise  counsels  to  young 
and  old  have  played  an  important  part  in 
shaping  the  destinies  of  individuals,  of  the 
community  and  the  state.  While  he  had 
seen  much  of  the  world  and  had  known  the 
failings  and  mistakes  of  men  as  only  a  just 
Judge  may  know  them,  he  never  lost  faith 
in  his  fellowmen,  and  he  was  innocent  and 
pure  minded  in  a  degree  which  only  those 
who  knew  him  best  could  comprehend  and 
appreciate. 

And  Judge  Marvin  was  a  kind  man. 

ROBERT  N.  MARVIN. 
By  Benj.  S.  Dean. 

Robert  Newland  Marvin  was  born  in 
Jamestown  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  1845, 
in  what  Mr.  Miller,  in  his  history,  terms  the 

"red  schoolhouse  era"  and  his  preliminary 
education  was  found  in  one  of  these  insti- 

tutions, being  followed  by  a  course  in  the 
Jamestown  Academy,  after  which  he  became 
a  student  at  the  Hartwick  Seminary,  taking 
on  the  refinements  of  that  celebrated  school, 
and  rounding  out  with  a  business  course 
at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College. 
Mr.  Marvin  began  his  practical  career  as  a 
bookkeeper  and  he  has  known  almost  every 
phase  of  business  experience,  from  the  em- 

ployee in  the  bank  to  its  Presidency,  from 
the  small  beginnings  of  a  mercantile  life  to 
extensive  dealings  in  lumber  and  other 
materials,  coupled  with  important  public 
private  trusts  which  have  brought  him  in 
contact  with  men  of  affairs  in  all  the  walks 
of  life.  Extensive,  however,  as  have  been 
his  business  experiences,  they  are  rivalled 
by  his  experiences  in  the  civic  and  quasi- 
public  life  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  To  enumerate  the  affairs  in  the 
city  of  Jamestown  with  which  Mr.  Marvin 
has  been  identified  in  some  capacity,  and 
always  with  fidelity  and  a  singleness  of  pur- 

pose which  has  commanded  respect,  would 
be  practically  to  furnish  a  compendium  of 

the  developments  of  the  city  during  the  past 
forty  years.    Whether  as  a  member  of  the 
fire  department,  in  the  days  when  hand  en- 

gines and  hose  carts  were  trundled  over  the 
hills  by  manpower,   (which  service  he  re- 

modeled and  refined  by  his  presence)  or  as 
President  of  the  Jamestown  Club,  a  position 
which  he  filled  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years,  Mr.  Marvin  was  prompt  and  energetic 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  he  gave 
to  every  organization  with  which  he  was 
identified  an  esprit  de  corps  which  added 
much  to  the  efficiency  of  the  organization 
and  tended  to  keep  alive  a  civic  unity  which 
has  had  an  effect  upon  the  industrial  and 
social  welfare  of  the  community  which  it  is 
hard  to  over-estimate.    While  Mr.  Marvin 
was  not  a  devotee  of  the  club,  he  was  faith- 

ful to  its  regular  meetings  and  active  in  the 
promotion  of  those  formal  functions  which 
tend  to  keep  up  the  interest  in  the  organiza- 

tion.    The    great    manufacturing  impetus 
which  gave  Jamestown  its  prominence  in 
the  business  world  was  fostered  and  devel- 

oped largely  in  the  Jamestown  Club,  and 
that  organization  was  a  power  in  the  up- 

building of  this  city  because  Robert  N.  Mar- 
vin was  able,  through  his  amiable  and  effi- 

cient social  and  executive  qualities  to  keep 
together  in  a  single  body,  the  dominating 
spirits  of  the  community.     Public  spirited 
himself,   he   accomplished   results  through 
the  association  of  men  who  had  the  capital 
and  the  capabilities  to  carry  out  plans,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  this 
organization,  of  which  Mr.  Marvin  was  a 
charter  member,  Jamestown  would  hot  have 
achieved  its  present  position  in  the  indus- 

trial world,  ior  it  is  certain  that  many  com- 
munities had  greater  natural  and  artificial 

advantages.   As  Vice-President  and  Trustee 
of  the  James  Prendergast  Free  Library  As- 

sociation, as  President  and  Trustee  of  the 
Lakeview   Cemetery   Association,   as  Vice- 
President  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Jamestown,  as 
a  director  in  the  Chautauqua  County  Trust 
Company,  as  a  director  of  the  Jamestown 
Street  Railway  Company,  as  a  director  of 
the  Chautauqua  Traction  Company,  as  Treas- 

urer and  Manager  of  the  lumber  company 
of  the  Marvin-Rulofson  Company,  as  Treas- 

urer and  Expert  Manager  of  the  Preston 
Farming  Company,  as  well  as  in  all  of  the 
fiduciary  relations  which  he  has  from  time 
to  time  been  called  upon  to  fill,  he  has 
shown  the  same  devotion  to  duty,  the  same 
purposeful  energy,  the  same  desire  to  excell 
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which  characterized  him  in  his  position  of 
executive  officer  of  the  organization  which, 
as  we  have  seen,  has  been  of  so  much  im- 

portance to  Jamestown. 
Yet  with  all  of  these  achievements,  cou- 

pled with  a  financial  prosperity  which  most 
men  would  count  in  itself  success,  Mr.  Mar- 

vin is  an  exemplification  of  the  suggested 
pathos  in  the  historic  remark  of  Lord  Bacon, 

that  "the  duties  of  life  are  more  than  life," 
for  Mr.  Marvin's  natural  ambitions  were  not 
those  of  business  and  accumulation.  He 
belonged,  not  perhaps  to  the  age  of  chivalry 
and  romance,  but  to  the  practical-poetic  era 
of  the  Republic,  when  the  cultured  country 
gentleman  husbaned  his  resources,  not  for 

the  purpose  of  a  rating  in  Bradstreet's,  but 
that  he  might  render  patriotic  service  to 
the  state  and  nation.  When  Thomas  Jeffer- 

son, as  our  Minister  to  France,  to  save  the 
expense  of  a  Secretary,  was  engaged  in 
keeping  a  minute  account  of  his  own  ex- 
penitures  that  he  might  give  an  exact  ac- 

count of  his  stewardship,  yet  found  time  to 
visit  the  art  galleries,  to  explore  the  cathed- 

rals and  to  write  home  descriptions  of  the 
magnificent  in  architecture,  accompanied  by 
plans  and  specifications  for  many  of  the 
handsome  structures  which  dot  the  south, 
he  was  but  doing  what  Mr.  Marvin,  under 
the  same  circumstances  would  have  done; 
what  Mr.  Marvin  had  the  taste  and  the  as- 

piration to  desire  to  do.  In  other  words, 
Mr.  Marvin  expected  to  have  entered  the 
legal  profession,  for  which  he  had  a  liking 
and  was  temperamentally  well  adapted,  and 
would  have  been  pleased  to  have  had  a  pub- 

lic career;  he  would  have  been  glad  to  have 

g'.ven  the  same  unselfish  service  to  the  state 
and  nation  which  he  has  bestowed  upon  the 
lesser  affairs  of  this  community.  But  duty 
called  another  way,  and  he  has  obeyed  that 
call.  As  he  reached  the  years  of  manhood 
he  found  his  father  engrossed  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
duties  so  exacting  in  their  nature  that  they 
precluded  the  possibility  of  his  attending  to 
his  private  business  affairs  in  a  manner  to 
insure  their  safety,  and  realizing  this  situ- 

ation, Mr.  Marvin  resolutely  put  aside  his 
own  dreams  of  a  professional  and  public 
career,  devoting  himself  to  the  business  of 
his  father.  Although  the  temptation  was 
often  presented,  and  in  a  great  variety  of 
alluring  forms,  Mr.  Marvin  never  wavered 
from  his  purpose,  and  never  permitted  any 
considerations  of  his  own  to  interfere  with 
the  discharge  of  those  duties  which  he  had 

voluntarily  assumed  that  his  father  might 
work  out  his  high  purposes  in  the  position 
to  which  he  had  been  called  by  the  suffrages 
of  the  people.  So  through  the  long,  wistful 
years  Mr.  Marvin,  with  the  exception,  of 
four  terms  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors, representing  the  old  Town  of  Elli- 
cott,  including  the  then  Village  of  James- 

town, has  never  held  any  elective  office,  al- 
though he  was  a  candidate  for  Presidential 

elector  upon  the  ticket  which  went  down 
to  defeat  with  James  G.  Blaine  in  1884,  and 
was  at  one  time  a  candidate  before  the  nomi- 

nating convention  for  State  Senator.  He 
was,  however,  at  the  head  of  the  committee 
which  formulated  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Jamestown,  and  he  is  generally  recognized 
as  one  who  has  an  inborn  comprehension  of 
governmental  functions,  supplemented  by 
extensive  study  and  wide  observation.  He 
always  thinks  for  himself  and  expresses  his 
convictions  with  a  freedom  and  a  kindliness 
which  suggests  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  peculiar  faculty  possessed  by  Benjamin 
Franklin  of  bringing  people  to  his  own  ideas 
without  offending  their  personal  vanities. 
Mr.  Marvin  as  has  been  already  suggested, 
has  been  identified  with  almost  every  import- 

ant achievement  in  this  community  since 
arriving  at  the  years  of  manhood,  and  in  all 
of  them  he  has  been  faithful. 

On  the  6th  day  of  February,  1890,  Mr.  Mar- 
vin and  Miss  Elizabeth  Warner,  daughter 

of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucius  B.  Warner,  were 
joined  in  marriage,  and  they  now  reside  at 
their  handsome  home  in  this  city,  standing 
high  in  the  social  regard  and  esteem  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends,  both  within  and  with- 

out the  city.  To  have  deserved  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  one's  fellowmen  is  an 

achievement;  to  have  both  deserved  and  rea- 
lized it  is  to  have  known  success. 

ALONZO  CHRISTOPHER  PICKARD. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 

Ellery  February  17,  1838.  His  father,  Major 
Henry  Pickard,  settled  on  Pickard  Hill  in 
said  Town  of  Ellery  in  181G.  His  father, 
John  Pickard,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  that  part  of  Chautauqua  County.  In  1824 

Major  Henry  Pickard  married  Maria  Van- 
dewarker,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  said  Town  of  Ellery.  Alonzo 

C.  Pickard,  familiarly  called  "Lon,"  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  till  he  was 

eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  at- 
tended a  select  school  at  Lyona,  Crawford 

County,   Pennsylvania,   conducted   by  John 
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Wyckoff.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the 
old  Meadville  Academy,  after  which  he  en- 

tered Allegheny  College.  Before  finishing  his 
college  course  the  war  broke  out,  a  company 
of  students  was  organized  called  the  Alle- 

gheny College  Volunteers,  (also  known  as 
Company  I,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserve), 
and  Mr.  Pickard  enlisted  in  said  company, 
being  its  first  Orderly  Sergeant.  After  serv- 

ing in  that  company  about  six  months  he  was 
discharged  from  the  army  for  tuberculous 
consumption  and  sent  home  to  die.  In- 

stead of  dying  he  recovered,  and  on  the 
23d  day  of  August,  1862,  again  enlisted,  this 

ALONZO  CHRISTOPHER  PICKARD 

time  in  Company  L,  One  Hundred  Twelfth 
New  York  Volunteers,  subsequently  known 
as  the  Seventh  Company,  First  Battalion, 
New  York  Sharpshooters.  He  was  made 
Orderly  Sergeant  of  this  company  upon  its 
organization  and  served  with  the  company 
until  May  8,  18G4,  when  he  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
near  Spottsylvania  Court  House.  Previous 
to  said  battle  he  had  been  promoted  to  Sec- 

ond Lieutenant  and  First  Lieutenant.  He 
was  subsequently  brevetted  Captain  and 
Major  for  meritorious  service  on  the  field 
of  battle.  While  still  in  the  hospital  at  An- 

napolis, Maryland,  suffering  from  his  wound 

he  was  detailed  by  Secretary  of  War,  Ed- 
win M.  Stanton,  to  perform  "Light  Duty," 

ordered  to  Washington  and  made  a  member 
of  a  General  Court  Martial  in  that  city.  Af- 

ter serving  in  that  capacity  for  several 
months  he  was  transferred  to  Alexandria, 
Virginia,  and  made  a  judge  advocate  of  a 
general  court  martial  with  headquarters  in 
that  city.  He  held  that  position  until  mus- 

tered out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  June, 
18G5.  On  the  first  day  of  September,  1865, 
he  commenced  teaching  school  in  Busti, 
where  he  taught  several  years.  On  the  18th 
of  October,  1869,  he  was  appointed  School 
Commissioner  of  the  First  District  in  Chau- 

tauqua County  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Hon.  Phin  M.  Miller.  In 
November  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected 
School  Commissioner  for  a  full  term.  The 
next  spring  after  the  close  of  his  term  as 
School  Commissioner,  he  was  elected  Su- 

pervisor of  the  Town  of  Busti  and  re-elected 
the  two  succeeding  terms.  While  residing 
in  Busti  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  in  the 
grocery  business  and  in  the  milling  busi- 

ness at  the  same  time  studying  law  more  or 
less  with  the  late  Judge  Cook,  afterwards 
with  John  G.  Wicks;  was  in  company  in 
the  law  business  with  John  G.  Wicks  in 
Jamestown  during  the  years  1877  and  1878. 
From  January  1st,  1879  to  July,  1886,  he 
practiced  law  in  Busti.  On  the  latter  date 
he  moved  his  law  office  to  Jamestown  ond 
has  been  a  practicing  attorney  there  ever 
since,  and  at  present  is  located  in  the  City 
Hall.  On  the  16th  day  of  June,  1864,  he 
united  in  marriage  with  Rose  Flagg,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Madison  Flagg  of  Stock- 

ton. Two  boys  and  one  girl  are  fruits  of  this 
union.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  E.  W. 
Stevens.  The  father,  both  sons  and  the 

daughter's  husband  are  all  practicing  law 
in  the  City  of  Jamestown,  in  separate  offices. 

Mr.  Pickard  is  a  member  of  Post  James 
M.  Brown,  No.  285,  Department  of  New 
York,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
has  represented  the  Post  on  several  occa- 

sions in  the  Department  Encampment  and 
has  also  been  a  member  of  the  National 
Encampment.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Union  Veteran  Legion,  Encampment  No. 
95.  For  several  years  he  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Committee  on  Patriotism  for 
the  Department  of  New  York,  and  at  that 
time  associated  with  eleven  of  the  most 
prominent  educators  of  the  state,  among 
whom  was  the  late  Superintendent  of  Pub- 

lic Instruction,  Hon.   Charles  R.  Skinner. 
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CLARE  A.  PICKARD. 

Clare  A.  Pickard  was  born  to  Alonzo  C. 

and  Rose  Flagg  Pickard  at  Busti,  Chau- 
tauqua County,  New  York,  on  the  9th  day  of 

September,  18GG,  and  graduated  from  the 
Frewsburg  Union  School  in  1882.  He  sub- 

sequently taught  district  school  at  various 
points  in  Chautauqua  County,  and  in  1885 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Remington  Type- 

writer Company  at  Pittsburg.  Later  lie  be- 
came the  manager  of  the  Remington  Com- 
pany's offices  at  Cleveland  and  afterward  at 

Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  With  four  years 
of  service  for  this  company  to  his  credit, 
Mr.  Pickard  resigned  and  went  to  San  Fran- 

cisco, California,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
life  insurance  business  as  metropolitan  man- 

ager of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, a  position  which  he  filled  for  a  period 

of  six  years.  In  1895  Mr.  Pickard  severed 
his  relations  with  the  New  York  Life  In- 

surance Company  and  came  to  Jamestown, 
where  he  engaged  in  business,  in  the  mean- 

time resuming  his  interrupted  study  of  the 
law,  which  he  had  undertaken  early  in  life, 
but  had  temporarily  abandoned  for  business 
reasons,  and  in  June,  18P8,  was  admitted  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  opening  offices 
in  the  Bllicott  building,  where  he  soon  ac- 

quired a  profitable  law  business,  being  es- 
pecially successful  in  dealing  with  import- 

ant business  transactions,  involving  ques- 
tions of  real  estate  titles  and  kindred  mat- 
ters. On  the  15th  of  March,  1»02,  Mr.  Pick- 

ard formed  a  co-partnership  with  Benjamin 
S.  Dean,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pickard  & 
Dean,  and  they  have  since  been  identified 
with  much  of  the  important  litigation  of  the 
city  and  county. 

Mr.  Pickard  and  Rachael  Giles,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Giles,  were  married  in 
this  city  on  the  25th  of  February,  189G,  and 
a  son,  Clarence  Giles  Pickard,  was  born 
to  them  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  1899. 
Mr.  Pickard  is  energetic  and  purposeful, 
loyal  to  his  friends,  and  stands  well  in  the 
business  and  professional  life  of  the  com- 

munity. He  is  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 
Bar  Association,  of  the  New  York  State  Bar 

Association  and  of  the  Lawyers'  Club  of 
Buffalo,  in  all  of  which  he  takes  an  active 
interest. 

BREWER  D.  PHILLIPS. 
Brewer  D.  Phillips,  who,  as  a  man  of  mid- 

dle age,  has  rapidly  attained  prominence  in 
the  business  activities  of  Jamestown,  was 

born  in  Cassadaga,  Town  of  Stockton,  De- 
cember 5,  1859.  His  father,  William  W. 

Phillips,  and  mother,  Celestine  (Ely)  Phil- 
lips, were  both  born  in  that  town  and  have 

always  lived  there.  Sawyer  Phillips,  son 
of  Philip  Phillips,  was  born  in  Ashfield, 
Massachusetts,  in  1791.  With  Aaron  Smith 
and  Daniel  Whitman  he  came  to  Stockton 
in  1815  on  foot.  They  went  back  east  and 
the  next  spring  returned  with  two  ox  teams, 
bringing  their  parents  and  their  families. 
Sawyer  Phillips  married  Jane,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Parker  of  Ellery.  They  had  thir- 

teen children,  all  of  whom  were  born  on  the 
old  homestead  at  Cassadaga.  William  W. 
Phillips  was  one  of  the  sons. 

Brewer  D.  Phillips,  after  he  had  complet- 
ed his  education,  engaged  in  the  mercantile 

business,  188G  to  1890,  and  later  in  the  bank- 
ing business  in  Brocton,  in  which  he  is  still 

interested.  (See  Brocton  history).  He 
married  Ida  M.  Moss  in  Brocton,  June  14, 
1883.  They  have  three  children,  Jessie 
Mumfred  Phillips,  William  Moss  Phillips  and 
Louise  E.  Phillips.  Mr.  Phillips  was  Super- 

visor three  terms,  by  election,  of  the  Town 
of  Portland,  and  filled  the  unexpired  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Oscar  Porter.  He 
was  for  four  years  a  member  of  the  Com- 

mon Council  of  Jamestown  and  President 
of  the  same  three  years. 
Mr.  Phillips  has  resided  in  Jamestown 

since  June  1,  1896.  He  is  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Jamestown,  whose  directors  include 
some  of  the  most  substantial  and  best 
known  men  of  the  city.  He  also  retains  a 
directorship  of  the  State  Bank  of  Brocton. 
He  was  recently  elected  President  of  the 

Jamestown  Business  Men's  Association,  an 
influential  body  of  large  membership.  He 
is  a  member  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Congre- 

gational Church;  a  member  of  Mount  Mor- 
iah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of 
the  Western  Sun  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma- 

sons, and  Treasurer  of  Jamestown  Com- 
mandery,  No.  Gl,  Knights  Templar. 

CHARLES  A.  SWANSON 

Charles  Adolphus  Swanson  was  born  in 
Hvena,  Sweden,  October  19,  1858.  His  fath- 

er, John  P.  Swanson,  came  to  Jamestown 
from  Sweden  in  1868  where  the  son  has 
since  resided.  Mr.  Swanson  received  a 
liberal  education,  which  has  aided  him  in 
his  business  success.  He  attended  the  com- 

mon schools  in  his  native  country,  the 
Jamestown  High  School  and  the  Philadel- 
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phia  College  of  Pharmacy,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  188G,  with  the  degree  of  Phar- 

macy Graduate.  In  1875  he  began  work  in 
the  drug  store  of  Simons  &  Wood,  James- 

town, as  an  apprentice.  In  188G  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Conrad  A.  Hult,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Hult  &  Swanson,  which 
continued  until  1889,  when  he  engaged  in 

business  in  company  with  his  wife's  father, 
J.  Valien,  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  A. 
Swanson  &  Company,  pharmacists,  200  Main 
Street,  Jamestown,  which  firm  is  still  doing 
business. 
Mr.  Swanson  married  Hulda  Rosalia 

Valien  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  25,  1888. 

CHARLES  A.  SWANS  ON 

The  names  of  the  three  children  are  Alice 
Nettie  Victoria,  Estelle  Valaria  and  Richard 
Linne  Swanson.  As  a  man  of  worth,  ability 

and  activity  Mr.  Swanson's  qualities  have 
been  appreciated  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
is  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  last 
eight  years.  He  is  treasurer  and  one  of  the 

directors  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  Orphans' 
Home  of  Jamestown,  which  positions  he  has 
held  for  ten  years.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  since  child- 

hood; is  a  member  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge, 
No.   145,  Free  and   Accepted   Masons;  of 

Jamestown  Commandery,  No.  61,  Knights 
Templar;  of  Ishmalia  Temple  (Shriners), 
Buffalo,  also  of  a  Masonic  Chapter;  of 
Jamestown  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows;  Leif  Brikson  Lodge,  Scanda- 
navain  Brotherhood  of  America,  and  of 
Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  248,  Knights  of 

Pythias. 

DR.  ALVIN  B.  RICE. 
Dr.  Alvin  Button  Rice  was  born  in  the 

Town  of  Harmony  October  22,  1841,  and 
died  at  Jamestown  May  8,  1903.  He  was  a 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Rice.  He  re- 

ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  was  graduated  from  Amherst  College. 
He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  H.  H.  Glidden 
of  Panama,  later  taking  a  course  of  study 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  afterwards  en- 

tering Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in 
New  York  from  which  he  graduated.  He 
began  his  practice  at  Panama,  and  located 
in  Jamestown  in  1889,  when  he  built  up  a 
very  successful  and  lucrative  practice.  As 
a  mark  of  distinction  he  was  elected  Vice- 
President  of  the  New  York  State  Homeo- 

pathic Medical  Society.  Dr.  Rice  married 
February  23,  1868,  Helen  M.  Davis,  to  whom 
three  children  were  born:  Lottie,  wife  of 

Charles  B.  Treat  of  Jamestown,  and  Vin- 
cent and  Charles,  both  the  latter  deceased. 

HIRAM  SMITH. 
Hiram  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Hanover 

October  25,  1819,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Chautauqua  County.  His  grandfather, 
Isaac  Smith,  settled  in  Sheridan  in  1810, 
and  soon  after  in  Hanover.  His  father  was 

Rodney  B.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1799.  Of  the  family  of  fourteen 

children,  seven  boys  and  seven  girls,  only 
two  survive.  Hiram  and  a  brother  who  lives 
in  Oklahoma.  All  the  nine  children  of 
Isaac  Smith  settled  in  Western  New  York, 

and  all  but  one  sister,  who  went  to  Alle- 
gany County  to  live  with  her  husband, 

reared  families  at  or  near  Smiths  Mills.  All 
the  four  brothers,  Henry,  Benjamin,  Rodney 
and  Hiram,  lived  at  Smiths  Mills,  reared 

families  there  and  died  there.  Hiram's 
father  helped  clear  the  forests  and  till  farms 
where  now  are  populous  communities. 
Hiram  Smith  was  the  oldest  of  fourteen 

children — seven  boys  and  seven  girls.  His 
education  was  received  at  the  district  school 
and  in  Fredonia  Academy.  He  entered  his 
father's  store  at  Smiths  Mills  in  1836  and 
continued  in  the  mercantile  business  until 
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1861.  In  1839  he  went  to  Great  Valley,  Cat- 
taraugus County,  and  took  charge  of  a 

branch  store  which  his  father  started  tnere. 
As  the  country  still  felt  the  effects  of  the 
panic  of  1837,  and  it  was  difficult  to  realize 
money  from  produce,  Hiram  accumulated  a 
large  quantity  of  logs  which  were  run  to  the 
mills  and  rafted  to  Cincinnati.  The  business 
ability  and  sagacity  displayed  by  the  young 
man  pleased  his  father,  who  in  1843  made 
him  a  partner  in  his  mercantile  business, 
which  was  continued  for  eighteen  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Rodney  B.  Smith 
&  Company. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Hiram 

enlisted  and  served  throughout  the  Rebel- 
lion, retiring  with  the  rank  of  Major.  He 

was  connected  with  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral's department  and  performed  his  duties 

in  the  handling  of  funds  with  such  absolute 
fidelity  and  accuracy  that  the  government 

gave  him  three  months'  extra  pay.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Smith  removed  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  The  climate  proved  deleterious 
to  his  health  and  he  returned  in  18G7  to 
New  York  State,  settling  in  Jamestown 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business  in  1870,  which  he 
conducted  successfully  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Melissa  P.  Love  of 
Forestville  September  10,  1844,  and  Anna 
L.  Gray  of  Jamestown  September  10,  1894. 
He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in 
1859  and  was  re-elected  in  1800.  For  sev- 

eral years  he  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk 
of  Hanover  and  for  six  years  was  Super- 

visor of  the  town.  In  1884  and  again  in 
1888  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for 

Congress  from  the  Thirty-fourth  District 
and  in  1892  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for 
State  Senator  receiving  the  solid  support  of 
his  party.  He  is  remarkably  active  and  of 
unusually  vigorous  mind  for  one  of  his  age. 
He  has  ever  been  held  in  the  highest  honor 
as  business  man,  citizen  and  neighbor. 

ADOLPHUS  DUDLEY  SHARPE. 
For  more  than  a  decade  Adolphus  Dudley 

Sharpe  was  recognized  as  the  leading  mer- 
chant in  the  City  of  Jamestown.  Both  by 

the  public  and  his  many  intimate  friends 
in  that  city  and,  elsewhere,  he  was  famil- 

iarly known  as  "A.  D.  Sharpe."  He  was 
born  in  West  Alexander,  Ohio,  and  it  may 
be  stated  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  de- 

voted the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  up- 
building of  the  business  in  which  he  wa  rec- 

ognized as  a  leader  in  the  community  of  his 
adoption.  Although  he  pursued  the  studies 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  West 
Chester,  Mr.  Sharpe  early  in  life  manifested 
a  desire  to  follow  the  subjects  having  the 
most  practical  value  in  the  commercial  world 
of  his  time.  He  accordingly  entered  Bryant 
&  Stratton's  Commercial  School  of  Cincin- 

nati and  in  that  institution  he  took  a  course 
that  afforded  him  an  insight  in  the  business 
methods  of  his  time.  His  thoroughness  and 

industry  soon  won  for  him  a  desirable  situ- 
ation. For  fully  three  years  we  was  the 

bookkeeper  for  the  Jeffries-Selley  Company, 
the  principal  milliners  of  Cincinnati.  Sub- 

sequently he  entered  the  employ  of  Charles 
H.  Woolf  &  Company  as  a  bookkeeper.  Dur- 

ing the  ten  years  that  he  remained  in  that 
position,  he  secured  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  the  dry  goods  business,  and  unquestion- 

ably that  experience  was  of  decided  value 
to  him  when  he  became  a  proprietor  later 
in  his  life.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been 
gradually  accumulating  considerable  ready 
cash,  and  when  he  left  the  last  mentioned 
firm,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Augustus 
Sharpe,  in  the  dry  goods  business  at  Dayton, 
Ohio.  For  a  period  of  nearly  five  years 
the  brothers  successfully  conducted  an  ex- 

tensive business  in  that  city,  and  it  was  there 
that  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  finan- 

cial success  of  the  future  years.  Coming 
to  Jamestown  in  the  year  1881,  Mr.  Sharpe 

assumed  control  of  the  People's  Dry  Goods 
Store  in  partnership  with  George  W.  Sharpe 
and  George  W.  Pierce.  As  the  head  of  this 
concern,  he  guided  it  from  one  of  the  smal- 

lest in  the  city,  until  it  achieved  prominence 
as  one  of  the  principal  commercial  houses 
in  Western  New  York.  Perseverence,  fair 
treatment  of  customers,  and  a  faculty  for 
buying  in  the  most  desirable  market  were 
the  chief  factors  in  the  personal  success 
of  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  the  consequent  develop- 

ment of  a  lucrative  business.  Although  the 

People's  Dry  Goods  Store  witnessed  many 
vicissitudes,  its  stability  was  never  ques- 

tioned while  A.  D.  Sharpe  was  the  executive 
head  of  the  enterprise.  So  well  did  he  at- 

tend to  the  constantly  growing  business 
that  upon  his  death  Messrs.  Pierce  and 
Sharpe  were  in  a  position  to  continue  the 
concern  with  profit  to  themselves  and  bene- 

fit to  the  public.  "The  A.  D.  Sharpe  Com- 
pany," in  reality  founded  twenty-two  years 
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757 ago,  will  ever  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
factors  in  the  mercantile  development  of 
the  community  in  which  it  is  located. 

From  the  time  that  he  entered  his  father's 
store  in  Tylonsville,  Ohio,  as  a  boy  of  fifteen 
years,  until  the  day  of  his  untimely  death 
on  February  28,  1894,  at  the  Hotel  Bruns- 

wick, New  York,  A.  D.  Sharpe  was  recog- 
nized as  a  personality  possessing  the  ele- 
ments of  success.  In  politics  he  was  a  life 

long  Republican.  Although  he  was  not 
affiliated  with  any  religious  organization, 
his  quiet  charity  was  an  evidence  of  his 
Christian  spirit.  A  man  of  good  deeds  and 
one  whose  warmth  of  heart  won  for  him 

the  friendship  not  only  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens but  the  good  will  of  the  hundreds  of 

commercial  travelers  with  whom  he  came 
into  contact,  A.  D.  Sharpe  will  be  recorded 

in  Jamestown's  annals  as  her  foremost  mer- 
chant. 

GEORGE   W.  SHARPE. 

As  the  President  of  the  A.  D.  Sharpe  Com- 
pany, George  W.  Sharpe  is  recognized  as 

one  of  the  factors  in  the  business  life  of 
Jamestown.  Since  he  entered  the  city,  his 
commercial  activity  has  been  unbounded. 
He  was  born  in  Tylonsville,  Ohio,  March 
24,  1848.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  village.  Early 
in  life  he  became  interested  in  the  business 
in  which  he  has  won  commercial  success. 
His  first  knowledge  of  the  dry  goods  busi- 

ness was  gained  in  the  store  of  Thompson 
&  Sharpe,  located  in  Troy,  Ohio,  which  ne 
entered  as  a  clerk.  Having  secured  consid- 

erable valuable  experience  and  some  capital 
he  went  to  Bradford  for  the  purpose  of  form- 

ing a  partnership  with  George  W.  Pierce. 
Some  years  subsequent  to  this  venture, 
Sharpe  and  Pierce  came  to  Jamestown.  It 
may  be  stated,  however,  that  prior  to  this 
time,  Messrs.  Sharpe  and  Pierce  were  in 
the  dry  goods  business  in  Bradford,  Ohio, 
from  1870  to  1872.  Another  two  years  of 
the  same  decade  were  spent  in  Kokomo,  In- 

diana, where  Sharpe  &  Pierce  met  with  a 
degree  of  success  as  merchants. 

The  turning  point  in  the  career  of  George 
W.  Sharpe  was  his  locating  in  Jamestown 
on  the  lGth  day  of  March,  1881.  The  Peo- 

ple's Dry  Goods  Store  was  opened  soon  after 
that  date,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  that 
George  W.  Pierce,  George  W.  Sharpe  and 
A.  D.  Sharpe,  who  composed  the  firm,  won 
the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  community 

from  the  start.  As  the  reputation  of  the 
firm  grew,  the  standing  of  George  W.  Sharpe 
as  an  enterprising  merchant  increased. 
When  the  A.  D.  Sharpe  Company  was  or- 

ganized in  1894,  George  W.  Sharpe  became 
Vice  President  of  the  corporation  and  upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pierce  in  1898,  he  was  made 
President  of  the  concrn.  As  the  head  of 

this  company,  he  is  familiar  with  every  de- 
tail of  the  business  from  the  purchase  of 

ribbons  to  the  selling  of  furs.  The  con- 
tinued growth  and  prosperity  of  the  com- 

pany is  due  to  the  insight  of  George  W 
Sharpe,  now  that  the  two  men  with  whom 
he  was  associated  in  early  youth  have  passed 
to  their  reward.  During  the  past  three  years 
the  profits  resulting  from  the  business  have 
showed  a  steady  increase,  and  under  the 
management  of  George  W.  Sharpe  a  sim- 

ilar satisfactory  financial  condition  may  be 
expected  in  the  future  years. 

Mr.  Sharpe  is  a  member  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  Jamestown.  On 

the  fifth  of  March,  1873,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Annabell  Brooks  at  Bradford,  Ohio. 
They  have  two  talented  children,  Elizabeth 
M.  and  Ednah  R.  Sharpe. 

GEORGE  W.  PEIRCE. 
Jamestowners  recall  George  W.  Peirce  as 

one  of  the  representative,  progressive  and 
genial  business  men  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  October  10,  1848,  on  a  farm  near 
West  Milton,  Ohio.  As  a  boy,  he  obtained 
his  education  in  the  village  schools  and  later 
he  graduated  from  the  West  Milton  High 
School.  Having  fitted  himself  for  the  prac- 

tical affairs  of  life,  Mr.  Peirce  commenced 

his  business  career  in  his  father's  store  in 
his  native  village.  Promotion  followed  as 
a  result  of  his  industry.  It  was  in  18G8  that 
he  entered  the  store  of  Thompson  &  Sharpe 
Pt  Troy,  Ohio,  as  a  clerk,  and  the  friend- 

ship which  he  thereupon  formed  with 
the  latter  lasted  until  death.  He  re- 

mained there  for  two  years  and  sub- 
sequently he  was  associated  with  George 

W.  Sharpe  at  Bradford,  Ohio,  in  the 
mercantile  business.  He  was  also  engaged 
in  a  similar  business  in  Kokomo,  Indiana, 
and  then  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  remained  in 
the  latter  city  until  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  1881  when  he  came  to  Jamestown  in 
company  with  A.  D.  and  George  W.  Sharpe. 
He  was  associated  with  those  gentlemen  as 

a  proprietor  of  the  People's  Dry  Goods  Store, 
one  of  the  best  known  and  reputable  mer- 

cantile houses  in  the  City  of  Jamestown. 
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When  one  of  the  partners,  A.  D.  Sharpe, 

died,  the  People's  Dry  Goods  Store  was  re- 
organized under  the  name  of  The  A.  D. 

Sharpe  Company.  George  W.  Peirce  was 
made  the  President  of  the  company,  and  he 
acted  with  energy  in  that  capacity  until  his 
death  on  August  9,  1898.  His  death  was 
a  matter  of  general  regret  upon  the  part 
of  the  merchants  and  purchasers  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Peirce  had  a  birthright  in  the  society 
known  as  The  Friends  or  Quakers,  and  for 
a  considerable  time  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge.  Mr.  Peirce  was 
married  to  Margaretta  Frances  Montgomery 
at  West  Milton,  Ohio,  on  July  15,  1873.  One 
daughter,  Augusta  B.,  wife  of  F.  W.  Tran- 
tum,  and  a  son,  Harry  E.,  were  born  to  them. 

BISHHOP  WALTER  A.  SELLEW. 

Bishop  Walter  Ashbel  Sellew,  a  widely 
known  citizen,  was  born  in  Gowanda,  Cat- 

taraugus County,  New  York,  February  27, 
1844.    His  grandfather,  Ashbel  Sellew,  came 

BISHOP  WALTER  A.  SELLEW 

from  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  and  settled 
in  Arkwright  in  1812.  His  father,  Ashbel 
Robert  Sellew,  was  born  in  Arkwright  Au- 

gust 3,  1818.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  at- 
tended Fredonia  Academy  1857-18G1;  Ober- 

lin  College  1861-1863,  and  Dartmouth  Col- 

lege 1864-1866.  He  graduated  from  Dart- 
mouth College  with  the  title  of  Bachelor  of 

Arts,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society  in  the  last  named  year. 
Dartmouth  in  1869  conferred  upon  him  the 
title  of  Master  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Sellew,  on  June  4,  1873,  was  wedded 
to  Jennie  R.  Peters  of  Mechanicsville,  Sara- 

toga County,  New  York.  She  died  March 
31,  1895.  On  March  31,  1897,  he  married 
Rebecca  E.  Muse  of  Seneca,  Venango  Coun- 

ty, Pennsylvania.  Two  children  became 
members  of  his  family  by  adoption  while 
they  were  infants:  Ada  V.  Sellew,  born 
November  22,  1877,  and  Cora  R.  Sellew,  born 
November  16,  1879. 

In  1870  Mr.  Sellew  began  business  in 
Gowanda  as  manufacturer  of  agricultural 
implements  under  the  firm  title  of  Sellew 
&  Adams.  He  sold  out  his  interest  to  his 
partners  in  June,  1874,  and  in  September 
of  the  same  year  he  entered  the  ministry 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church.  He  moved 
to  Dunkirk  in  1877,  to  Gerry  in  1883  and  to 
his  present  residence  in  1892.  In  1880  he  re- 

ceived the  nomination  for  Congress  on  the 
Prohibition  party  of  this  district. 

Mr.  Sellew  has  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Free  Methodist  Church  at  Tonawanda,  Roch- 

ester, Spring  Harbor,  Michigan;  Dunkirk, 
Gerry,  Allegany  and  Buffalo,  and  as  Presid- 

ing elder  in  the  following  districts:  Chau- 
tauqua, 1887;  Allegany,  1888-9;  Buffalo,  1891; 

Oil  City,  1891-5;  Pittsburg,  1896-7;  Bradford, 
1898.  In  October,  1898,  at  the  general  con- 

ference of  the  Free  Methodist  Church  held 
in  Chicago  he  was  elected  Bishop. 

JOHN  B.  SHAW. 

John  B.  Shaw,  who  has  made  for  himself 
a  magnificent  record  as  Treasurer  of  the 
City  of  Jamestown,  has  a  history  which 
clearly  foreshadowed  such  eminent  useful- 

ness in  a  public  position.  He  was  born 
October  8,  1842,  at  New  Market,  New  Hamp 
shire.  'His  parents,  John  Sherburn  and 
Abagail  (Pierson)  Shaw,  moved  to  Olean  in 
1852,  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  His 
father  was  employed  as  railroad  agent  at 
Olean  for  twenty-five  years,  beginning  work 
for  the  Erie  when  the  road  was  completed 
to  Cuba.  He  sold  the  first  ticket  ever  sold 
at  Cattaraugus  Station.  John  Sherburn 
Shaw  died  in  1875  and  Abigail  (Pierson) 
Shaw  in  1895. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  educated  at  the  Olean  Acad- 
emy.   He  learned  telegraphy  when  he  was 
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only  thirteen  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  was  employed  by  the  Erie  Rail- 

road Company  as  clerk  in  the  freight  and 
passenger  office  at  Olean,  and  later  as  tele- 

graph operator  there  and  at  Dunkirk  and 
Hornellsville.  In  18G2  he  went  to  Salamanca 
as  ticket  agent  and  operator.  In  1871  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Telegraph 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Railroad, 
and  in  1877  he  removed  his  headquarters  to 
Jamestown.  He  retained  the  position  of 
Superintendent  under  various  changes  of 
administration  of  the  road  until  1890,  when 
the  Brie  having  leased  the  road,  only  one 
Superintendent  of  Telegraph  was  retained 
on  the  entire  system.  From  1892  to  1897 
he  was  manager  for  the  Postal  Telegraph 
Company  and  he  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
business. 

In  1898  Mr.  Shaw  was  appointed  Treas- 
urer of  the  City  of  Jamestown,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  retains.  During  his  incum- 

bency of  the  office  he  has  wholly  changed 
the  plan  of  collecting  taxes  and  adopted 
methods  which  have  resulted  in  mutual  ad- 

vantage to  the  taxpayers  and  the  city.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  married  April  18,  1871,  to  Emma 
A.  Maltbie,  daughter  of  Capt.  Julius  B.  Malt- 
bie  of  Gowanda.    They  have  no  children. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  is  a  member  of  all  the  Ma- 
sonic bodies.  He  joined  Cattaraugus  Lodge, 

No.  239,  of  Masons,  at  Little  Valley  in  1863 
and  was  Master  of  the  Lodge  in  1866; 
was  High  Priest  of  Olean  Chapter,  No.  150, 

in  1868;  Eminent  Commander  of  St.  John's 
Commandery  at  Olean,  1868  to  1871;  High 
Priest  of  Salamanca  Chapter,  No.  266,  1872 
to  1876;  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  State  in  1876-77;  High  Priest  of  Western 
Sun  Chapter,  Jamestown,  1880  to  1886;  Emi- 

nent Commander  of  Jamestown  Command- 
ery, No.  61,  1888  to  1891;  Master  of  James- 

town Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
No.  32,  in  1897,  and  was  appointed  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Fortieth  Ma- 

sonic District  in  1897. 

HON.  ARTHUR   C.  WADE. 

Few  lawyers  of  the  Empire  State  have 
ever  compelled  greater  attention  from  the 
public,  because  of  notable  achievements  and 
victories  in  important  and  stubbornly  fought 
legal  contests,  than  Arthur  C.  Wade. 
While  Mr.  Wade  is  the  most  zealous  of 

advocates,  thorough  in  every  detail,  a  law- 
yer whose  successes  have  been  fairly  phe- 

nomenal, a  cross-examiner  of  such  power 

as  to  be  dreaded  by  opposing  interests,  his 
activities  have  by  no  means  been  confined 
to  legal  practice.  He  has  a  record  such  as 
few  men  attain,  entirely  apart  from  profes- 

sional work — as  a  promoter  of  new  enter- 
prises, and  as  the  head  of  many  important 

organizations  in  the  commercial  world,  es- 
pecially in  the  lines  of  manufacturing  and 

transportation.  In  furnishing  the  most  val- 
uable aid,  as  he  has  done  many  times,  for 

the  encouragement  of  mechanical  skill  and 
ingenuity,  he  has  always,  apparently,  been 
able  accurately  to  guage  the  merit  of  the 
enterprise  he  had  assisted,  and  to  forecast 
results  without  error. 

Mr.  Wade  is  not  unknown  in  politics  and 
public  affairs.  Indeed,  it  need  not  be  as- 

sumed that  he  has  affected  politics — that  he 
has  cared  anything  for  a  life  of  political 
activity  for  its  own  sake,  or  for  the  sake 
of  possessing  the  honor,  or  the  gift,  or  any 
public  office;  but  the  faithful  historian  will 
record  and  all  who  know  will  assent  to  the 
obvious  truth  that  the  breadth  and  the 
strength  of  his  character  and  lesoarces  as 
an  active  professional  man  and  man  of  af- 

fairs have  made  it  fairly  impossible  for  him 
to  hold  aloof,  even  from  office. 
Arthur  C.  Wade  is  a  son  of  George  L. 

and  Jane  E.  (Parsons)  Wade,  and  was  born 
in  Charlotte,  this  county.  His  grandfather, 
George  Wade,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  moved  to  this  county  about  1830  and 
lived  there  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.    He  married 
Miss    Brown  of  Tioga  County,  New 
York,  and  they  had  eight  children.  Mr. 

Wade's  maternal  grandfather  Pearsons  was 
born  in  England,  and  came  to  Charlotte  in 
1828,  when  his  daughter,  the  mother  of 
Arthur  C.  Wade,  was  but  six  years  of  age 
He  died  in  Charlotte.  George  L.  Wade  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1823,  emigrated  to 
Chautauqua  County  when  young,  and,  when 
Arthur  C.  Wade  was  a  lad,  moved  from 
Charlotte  to  Ellington.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  mechanic,  and  has  since  died.  He  was 

a  Republican  in  politics,  a  Methodist  in  re- 
ligious belief,  and  a  zealous  religious  work- 

er. Eight  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
William,  now  living  at  Cherry  Creek; 
George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Jennie  E.,  wife  of  Henry  Erwin,  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania;  Charles  E.,  of  Jamestown; 
Alfred  E.,  who  died  in  California,  1904; 
John  L.,  of  Jamestown;  Lillian  A.,  wife  of 
Bert  Willsie,  also  of  Jamestown,  and  Arthur 
C,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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There  is  a  thought  in  the  history  of  Arthur 

C.  Wade  as  to  how  one's  career  may  be 
shaped  or  diverted  at  times  by  an  unt'orseen 
event  of  greater  or  less  magnitude — possibly 
an  untoward  event — and,  on  the  other  hand, 
how  one  possessing  ability  and  the  fire  of 
enthusiasm  and  dauntless  purpose,  may  rise 
superior  to  obstacles  that  would  crush 
weaker  wills  and  write  his  own  destiny  in 
such  a  manner  that  all  men  will  read  and 

say  "well  done."  Young  Wade  attended  the 
district  school  of  his  neighborhood,  and  it 
was  doubtless  with  regret  that  he  left  his 
studies  and  sought  employment  in  a  saw 
mill,  where  he  worked  until  he  suffered 
an  accident  which  caused  the  loss  of  his 

left  arm.  Later  he  attended  Ellington  Acad- 
emy and  Chamberlain  Institute  at  Randolph, 

and,  having  decided  to  adopt  the  law  as  a 
profession,  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Theodore  A.  Case  of  Ellington,  a  prominent 
lawyer  and  citizen,  where  he  pursued  his 
forensic  studies  for  a  year  and  a  half.  In 
the  fall  of  1876  he  entered  the  Albany  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
May,  1877,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
June  of  the  same  year  he  formed  a  partner- 

ship with  Mr.  Case  of  Ellington,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Case  &  Wade.  He  remained 

in  this  connection  for  six  years,  which  per- 
iod proved  of  great  value  in  giving  direction 

to  his  subsequent  career.  He  conducted  a 
number  of  assignment  and  other  cases  in 
the  courts  with  such  masterly  ingenuity, 
and  displayed  such  unusual  ability  and  zeal 
in  earning  the  successes  that  were  his  that 
the  late  Ex-Judge  Orsell  Cook  of  James- 

town proposed  to  the  young  man  that  lie 
accept  a  partnership  in  his  firm.  The  part- 

nership with  Mr.  Case  was  dissolved  in 
1883  and  Mr.  Wade  associated  himself  with 
Judge  Cook  and  Jerome  B.  Wisher  in  this 
city.  Judge  Cook  died  July  1,  1895,  since 

which  time  Mr.  Wade's  partners  were  Mr. 
Fisher,  now  County  Judge,  and  M.  R.  Stev- 

enson until  January  1,  1897,  when  Mr.  Fisher 
withdrew.  The  present  firm  style  is  Wade 
&  Stevenson. 

As  a  legal  practitioner  Mr.  Wade  has  con- 
tinued to  win  victories  which  have  been  a 

matter  of  wonder  to  many  and  of  envy  to 
some.  He  studies  every  case  placed  in  his 
hands  with  such  care  and  thoroughness  that 
nothing,  however  minute  it  might  appear  to 
the  casual  mind  or  the  careless  attorney, 
escapes  his  notice.  His  nature  is  such  that 
he  becomes  intensely  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  each  client  for  whose  interests  he  bat- 

tles. Keen,  alert,  profound,  thorough,  with 
the  zeal  of  intense  earnestness,  no  opponent 
has  tried  conclusions  with  him  in  the  court 
room  without  being  impressed  with  his 
power.  Great  indeed  must  be  the  cunning 
and  skill  of  a  dissembler  who  withstands 
the  batteries  of  his  questioning  and  comes 
out  of  the  ordeal  with  the  truth  hidden  from 
court  or  jury.  One  of  his  noteworthy 
achievements  of  recent  years,  which  caused 
no  end  of  comment,  not  to  say  wonder, 
throughout  Western  New  York  and  the 
country,  was  the  freeing  of  Howard  C.  Ben- 
ham  of  Batavia,  charged  with  wife  murder, 
after  one  jury  had  found  him  guilty  and  he 
had  been  sentenced  for  electrocution  and 
after  the  Court  of  Appeals  had  affirmed  the 
conviction.  Mr.  Wade  procured  for  the 
accused  a  new  trial,  of  which,  he  was  the 
director  and  the  soul;  the  prisoner  was  ac- 

quitted and  Benham  went  forth  from  the 
court  room  a  free  man.  Another  case  of 
similar  importance  and  notoriety,  was  that 
in  which  he  acquitted  Reuben  L.  Young  of 
Fredonia,  who  was  accused  of  homicide  in 
killing  his  father-in-law,  A.  D.  Longhouse. 

Mr.  Wade's  important  business  connec- 
tions in  an  official  way,  not  to  mention  many 

large  enterprises  to  which  he  has  given  ma- 
terial aid,  include  the  following:  He  is 

President  of  the  Fenton  Metallic  Manufac- 
turing Company,  the  Jamestown  Felt  Mills, 

the  Ulster  Oil  Company,  Art  Metal  Construc- 
tion Company,  Jamestown  Pure  Milk  Com- 

pany, Waverly  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company,  Sayre  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company,  Ahlstrom  Piano  Company.  Vice 
President  of  Chautauqua  Towel  Mills,  Elko 
Paint  Company  and  The  Post  Publishing 
Company;  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Waverly,  Sayre  and  Athens  Traction  Com- 

pany; a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Jamestown,  the  Chautauqua  Traction 
Company  and  various  other  corporations. 
When  the  magnitude  of  these  enterprises 

is  considered,  with  Mr.  Wade's  leading  con- 
nection with  them,  his  worth  as  a  man  of 

affairs  becomes  apparent.  He  has  for  years 
been  extensively  engaged  in  real  estate 
transactions  and  has  been  connected  with 
numerous  enterprises  for  land  improvement. 
Because  of  his  practical  knowledge  of  street 
railway  management  and  his  keen  analytical 
powers,  he  was  employed  by  the  legislative 
committee  that  investigated  the  surface  and 
elevated  railroads  of  the  state  in  1895.  His 

conduct  of  the  investigation,  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  leave  no  better  or  further  action 
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to  be  desired  in  the  interest  employing  him, 
earned  for  Mr.  Wade  the  heartiest  commen- 

dation of  many  lawyers  of  eminence,  whose 
praise  is  something  to  be  valued. 
A  convincing  orator,  whose  words  of 

beauty  and  force  appeal  to  the  reasoning 
powers,  the  sentiments,  the  emotions, 
whether  delivered  at  the  bar  of  justice  or 
from  the  campaign  rostrum;  a  citizen  of 
fine  address  and  pleasing  personality,  it  is 
scant  marvel,  with  his  abilities  already 
noced,  that  he  has  been  drawn  into  political 
candidacies,  where  his  party  and  the  people 
have  needed  him. 

It  was  Mr.  Wade  who  was  chosen  because 

of  his  oratorical  gilts,  among  all  the  multi- 
tude of  able  speakers  of  the  Empire  State, 

to  place  in  nomniation  Lieutenant  Governor 
Higgins  for  the  office  of  Governor,  at  the 

Republican  State  Convention,  held  in  Sara- 
toga September  18,  1904.  This  Mr.  Wade  did 

in  a  ringing  address  that  inspired  added  en- 
thusiasm among  his  auditors  and  which  has 

not  been  excelled  in  any  similar  effort. 
Throughout  the  campaign  lollowing  Mr. 
Wade  not  only  put  all  his  splendid  abilities 
in  play  to  elect  the  Republican  ticket  of  the 
nation,  the  state  and  the  localities  where 
his  addresses  were  made,  but  he  put  forth 
such  herculean  effort  in  that  direction  as 
to  demonstrate  his  remarkable  endurance, 
despite  which  fact  his  services  as  speaker 
were  in  such  demand  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  visit  all  the  communities  where 
the  people  desired  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  Wade  has  served  as  City  Attorney  of 
Jamestown.  He  was  nominated  in  1891  by 
the  Republicans  of  the  state  for  the  office 
of  State  Comptroller  but  it  was  to  share 
defeat  with  his  associates  on  the  ticket. 

In  1903  he  was  nominated  for  Assembly- 
man from  this  district  by  the  Republicans 

and  elected  over  J.  W.  Sanbury,  Democrat. 

Speaker  Nixon,  in  1904,  named  Mr.  Wade 
as  a  member  of  the  following  important  As- 

sembly committees:  Judiciary  Revision 
and  Taxation  and  Retrenchment.  In  1904 

Mr.  Wade  was  renominated  by  the  Republi- 
cans for  the  Assembly,  and  re-elected  over 

Obed  Edson  by  an  increased  majority,  indi- 
cating great  strength  with  the  people,  de- 

spite the  fact  that  he  had  formidable  oppo- 
sition within  his  o^n  party — a  not  unusual 

penalty  of  conspicuous  merit  and  achieve- 
ment. 

EDWARD  SHAVER. 
Edward  Shaver  was  born  on  a  farm  in 

Cayuga  County,  New  York,  August  13,  1828. 
His  father,  George  Shaver,  was  of  German 
descent  and  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
where  so  many  of  his  relatives  lived,  that 
a  little  village  near  was  called  Shavertown. 
George  Shaver  married  Julia  Freeman,  a 
New  England  girl,  and  in  1830,  when  their 
youngest  son,  Edward,  was  two  years  old, 
the  family  moved  to  Portland,  Chautauqua 
County.  In  1841  they  came  to  Jamestown 
which  ever  remained  the  family  home  and 
where  Edward  Shaver  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life. 

His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  the  Jamestown  Academy. 
The  first  business  he  undertook  for  himself 
was  teaming  freight  to  Dunkirk,  the  nearest 
railway  point. 

In  185G  Mr.  Shaver  married  Louisa  Van 
Gaasbeek  at  Woodstock,  Ulster  County,  New 
York,  and  brought  his  wife  to  the  far  west, 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  nearest  railroad. 
Their  children  are:  Mrs.  Martha  S.  Mead, 
who  lives  in  Jamestown  with  her  mother; 

Mrs.  Florence  L.  Shearman,  who  died  Au- 
gust 11,  1894;  Frank  Edward  Shaver  of 

Axial,  Colorado,  and  Mrs.  William  Knowles 
Cooper  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Shaver 
was  engaged  in  making  rakes,  but  after  a 
few  years  he  began  the  manufacture  of  oak 
staves  and  heading,  a  business  which  he 
successfully  followed  until  the  close  of  his 
life.  In  this,  Edward  L.  Hall  of  Jamestown 
was  his  partner  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  When  oil  was  first  discovered  in 
Pennsylvania  he  began  operations  there 
and  continued  to  take  an  active  part  in  its 

production.  Mr.  Shaver  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  James- 

town for  twenty-two  years.  He  actively 
supported  all  evangelistic  work  and  sought 
those  in  need  of  the  assistance  he  could 

give.  He  died  suddenly  on  the  train  at  San- 
ford,  Florida,  February  23,  1904.  Although 
his  life  had  numbered  seventy-five  years,  he 
was  able  to  do  his  work  almost  as  forcefully 
as  ever,  and  as  he  had  always  wished,  simp- 

ly "went  away." 

JOHN    T.  WILSON. 
John  T.  Wilson,  owner  of  the  extensive 

lumber  yards  at  the  corner  of  Chandler  and 
Winsor  Streets,  was  born  on  English  Hill, 
Jamestown,  September  18,  1835.  His  par- 

ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wilson,  came  from 
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767 England  and  settled  in  this  home  in  1834. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Jamestown.  He  married  Mari- 
ette  J.  Cook,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Judge 
Cook,  November  8,  18G0.  Their  children 
are:  Anna  M.  Wilson,  Charles  Cook  Wil- 

son and  Jennie  M.  Cadwell;  Charles  C.  is  in- 
terested with  his  father  in  the  lumber  busi- 

ness. Mr.  Wilson  engaged  in  the  drug  and 
book  business  with  W.  C.  J.  Hall,  October 
1,  18G0,  their  store  being  on  the  east  side 
of  Main  Street,  between  Second  and  Third 

Streets.  He'  has  been  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing since  18G3,  and  the  business  now  con- 

ducted by  himself  and  son  was  established 
in  1873  by  Hitchcock  &  Wilson.  John  T. 
Wilson  bought  out  the  interest  of  his  partner 
in  1877.  The  plant  includes  a  well  equipped 
planing  mill  and  machinery  for  the  manufac- 

ture of  all  kinds  of  rough  and  dressed  lum- 
ber, lath,  sash,  doors,  blinds,  etc.  The  plant 

covers  five  acres.  The  proprietor  owns  ex- 
tensive timber  lands  and  a  considerable 

number  of  persons  are  employed  by  him  in 
lumbering  operations.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  is  distinguished  as  being  the 
only  Democrat  who  was  ever  elected  Super- 

visor of  the  Town  of  Ellicott.  He  held  this 
office  in  1878  and  1879.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a 
member  of  the  Jamestown  Club,  of  the  Elks 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

ELI  AS  CUMMINGS  BARGAR. 
Elias  Cummings  Bargar,  who  has  recently 

retired  after  a  life  of  business  activity,  and 
who  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
Jamestown  and  the  vicinity,  was  born  in 
Ellery,  this  county,  May  19,  184G.  His  father 
was  Nathaniel  Crawford  Bargar  and  nis 

grandfather,  on  his  mother's  side,  was  John 
Tompkins,  both  of  whom  came  from  tne 
vicinity  of  Peekskill,  New  York,  in  1828, 
and  settled  in  Chautauqua  County.  Nathan- 

iel Bargar,  grandfather  of  E.  C.  Bargar,  emi- 
grated from  Germany  in  1803  and  settled 

near  Peekskill.  His  sons  were  Nathaniel 
C.  and  Elias,  and  daughters  Martha,  Mary 
and  Susan.  In  1828  Nathaniel  C.  Bar- 

gar bought  ninety  acres  of  land  in  Ellery 
from  the  Holland  Land  Company  at  the 
boundary  line  of  Gerry.  This  farm,  with 
other  lands  adjoining,  which  he  afterwards 
purchased,  was  his  home  until  his  death, 
in  1859.  Nathaniel  C.  Bargar,  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  twice  married 
to  daughters  of  John  Tompkins,  a  nephew 
of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor  of  New 
York  State   in  1807.   Nathaniel  had  a  liberal 

education  for  those  early  times,  and  a  pleas- 
ing familiarity  with  the  arts  and  crafts  of 

the  period.  He  also  made  good  use  of  a 
naturally  musical  voice  by  serving  as  chor- 

ister in  religious  services  and  otherwise  as- 
sisting in  church  work.  He  was  successful 

in  business,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  his  fiftieth  year,  was  one 
of  the  largest  dairymen  in  Western  New 
York.  He  left  a  family  of  seven  sons:  John 
D.,  Nathaniel  T.,  Lowery  D.,  Emory  O., 
Elias  O,  Westoby  and  Lewis.  Of  these 
Elias  C.  is  the  only  survivor.  Westoby  and 
Lewis  left  no  descendants.  Lowery  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  taken  pris- 

oner by  the  Confederates  and  confined  in 
Libby  prison,  where  he  died. 

EI. IAS  CtJJIJIINGS  BARGAR 

From  his  boyhood  Elias  C.  Bargar  had  a 
talent  and  a  liking  for  a  life  of  business, 
especially  trading.  At  the  death  of  his 
father,  which  occurred  before  his  thirteenth 
birthday,  he  began  business  in  a  small  way 
by  buying  young  stock,  which  could  be 
grown  on  the  farm  and  then  disposed  of. 
This  boyish  fancy  for  trading  increased 
steadily  with  each  year,  until  in  his  eigh- 

teenth year  he  began  to  buy  real  estate. 
His  invalid  mother  had  such  thorough  con- 

fidence in  her  young  son  that  she  unhesi- 
tatingly signed  whatever  papers  were  need- 

ed in  his  business  transactions  which  need- 
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ed  a  signature  other  than  his.  Elias  C. 
Bargar  remained  on  the  old  homestead  until 
1890,  when  he  came  to  Jamestown.  His  life 
on  the  farm  was  marked  by  other  activities, 
as  he  engaged  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
the  buying  and  selling  of  horses.  These 
transactions  were  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Bargar 
and  also  found  remunerative.  From  1895 
to  1904  Mr.  Bargar  conducted  successfully 
a  grocery  business  in  Jamestown.  Recently 
he  transferred  his  farming  and  grocery  in- 

terests to  his  sons. 
Mr.  Bargar  is  a  member  of  the  First 

Methodist  Church  of  Jamestown  and  of  the 
Order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Bargar  married  Alice  B.  Totman  De- 
cember 29,  1870,  at  Charlotte  Center.  They 

have  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  Lewis  Tompkins,  Daniel  Totman, 
Crawford  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Alice,  all  of 
whom  are  residents  of  Chautauqua  County. 

WILLIAM  MARVIN  BEM  US,  M.  D. 
William  Marvin  Bemus,  M.  D.,  was  born 

at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  September  2, 
1855.  His  parents  were  Col.  George  H.  and 
Julia  Prendergast  Bemus;  his  grandpar- 

ents, Lieut.  Charles  and  Relepha  Boyd  Be- 
mus, and  his  great-grandparents  on  his 

father's  side,  William  and  Mary  Prendergast 
Bemus. 

Dr.  Bemus  was  educated  in  the  public 
school,  High  School  and  Allegheny  College, 
Meadville,  and  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadel- 

phia, from  which  he  graduated  in  1878.  He 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  the  same 
year  in  Jamestown  with  his  uncle,  William 
P.  Bemus.  He  has  been  surgeon  of  the 
Brie  Railway  many  years;  was  Major  Sur- 

geon, United  States  Volunteers,  in  the  Span- 
ish-American War;  is  author  of  medical  pa- 

pers and  consulting  surgeon  of  the  Sisters' 
Hospital,  Buffalo.  He  is  vestryman  of  St. 

Luke's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;  a  Ma- 
son, an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  Knights 

of  Pythias,  and  Vice  Regent  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution.  Dr.  Bemus  married  Min- 

nie Barrows  of  Jamestown  April  8,  1881. 
Their  children  are  Selden  Barrows  and  Wil- 

liam Marvin  Bemus. 

M.   L.  FENTON. 
M.  L.  Fenton,  the  well  known  lumberman, 

who  has  been  in  business  in  Jamestown  for 
nearly  forty  years,  was  born  in  Carroll,  this 
county,  in  February,  1839.    His  father  was 

George  W.  Fenton,  Jr.,  whose  father  was 

an  early  pioneer  of  this  region.  M.  L.  Fen- 
ton attended  Fredonia  Academy  two  years 

and  afterwards  Farmer  College  at  College 
Hill,  Ohio,  and  Union  College,  New  York, 
completing  his  education  with  a  business 

course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial 
College,  Buffalo.  He  engaged  in  business  at 
Frewsburg  in  18G1  in  a  general  store,  in  the 
partnership  of  Norton,  Frew  &  Fenton.  In 
1863  Mr.  Fenton  bought  the  interests  of  his 
partners  and  continued  the  business  alone 
until  I860,  when  he  came  to  Jamestown  and 
engaged  in  the  hardware  trade  at  Main  and 
Second  Streets,  with  an  associate  under  the 
firm  style  of  Tew  &  Fenton.  In  1870  he  or- 

ganized the  lumber  firm  of  M.  L.  Fenton  & 

Company,  with  mills  and  lands  in  Cattarau- 
gus County;  also  the  same  year  the  lumber 

firm  of  Fenton,  Frew  &  Scowden.  Later 
these  interests  were  merged  in  the  firm  of 
M.  L.  &  Thomas  J.  Fenton,  (the  present 
proprietors),  including  the  timber  and  mill 
properties.  Mr.  Fenton  at  present  is  exten- 

sively engaged  in  real  estate.  He  has  erect- 
ed a  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  several 

business  blocks,  among  others  the  building 
on  Third  Street  occupied  by  the  Pennsylva- 

nia Gas  Company,  eight  brick  stores  on  East 
Second  Street,  Fenton  building,  corner  Sec- 

ond and  Main  Streets,  first  two  floors  occu- 
pied by  Jones  &  Audette,  dry  goods,  and  bal- 
ance of  the  block  offices. 

Mr.  Fenton  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Unitarian 
Church.  He  was  elected  Alderman  from  the 

First  Ward  in  1899-1901-1903,  term  to  ex- 
pire April,  1905. 

ELEAZER  GREEN. 

Eleazer  Green  was  born  at  Remsen,  Onei- 
da County.  New  York,  March  1G,  184G.  He 

was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
Towns  of  Busti  and  Harmony,  in  Westfield 
Academy  and  in  Albany  Law  School.  After 
graduating  from  the  Law  School  in  1868, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  he  came 
to  Jamestown  and  entered  the  law  offices  of 
Cook  &  Lockwood  as  clerk.  Here  he  re- 

mained for  two  years,  before  opening  an 
office  of  his  own.  He  has  been  a  partner 
in  the  following  law  firms:  Barlow  & 

Green,  (Byron  A.  Barlow)  ;  Green  <£.-  Pren- 
dergast, (the  late  Hon.  James  Prendergast) ; 

Green,  Prendergast  &  Benedict.  (James 
Prendergast,  Willis  O.  Benedict):  Sheldon. 
Green,  Stevens  &  Benedict,  (Hon.  Porter 
Sheldon,  Hon.  Frank  W.  Stevens.  Willis  O. 
Benedict);  Green  &  Woodward,  (Hon.  John 
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Woodward) ;  and  the  present  firm  of  Green 
&  Woodbury,  (Hon.  B.  E.  Woodbury),  formed 
in  1894. 

In  his  private  practice,  as  well  as  in  his 
official  capacity  of  District  Attorney  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  Mr.  Green  has  had  many  im- 
portant cases.  He  has  also  engaged  with 

success  in  many  business  enterprises,  al- 
ways acting  with  judgment  and  foresight. 

Among  the  various  extensive  real  estate 
operations  in  which  he  has  been  engaged 
may  be  mentioned  the  reclaiming  of  swampy 
lands  on  the  northern  shores  of  Chautauqua 
Lake  and  the  subsequent  founding  there  of 
the  picturesque  Greenhurst  on  Chautauqua, 
which  became  a  favorite  summer  resort. 

It  was  while  engaged  in  work  on  Green- 
hurst that  Mr.  Green  became  interested  in 

the  application  of  the  theory  of  artificial 
propagation  of  fish  to  the  Chautauqua 
Lake  muscallonge.  He  was  influential  in 
the  establishment  of  a  hatchery  for  that 
purpose  on  Chautauqua  Lake.  In  the  spring 
of  1888  the  first  muscallonge  ever  hatched 
by  artificial  means  were  hatched  at  the 
mouth  of  Southland  Brook  (entering  the 
lake  at  what  is  now  Clement  Park).  Later 
a  permanent  hatchery  was  established  and 
the  success  of  the  artificial  propagation  of 
Chautauqua  Lake  muscallonge  was  assured. 

In  public  life  Mr.  Green  has  held  various 
offices:  Clerk  of  Village  of  Jamestown, 
1875-76;  Mayor  of  City  of  Jamestown,  1894- 
96,  and  District  Attorney  of  Chautauqua 
County  1896-1904  (inclusive).  He  is  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  James  Prendergast  Free 
Library  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  and  holds 
several  other  like  positions  of  trust. 

With  the  closing  of  1904  Mr.  Green  retired 
from  the  office  of  District  Attorney  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  an  office  which  he  had  held 
for  three  successive  terms,  a  period  of  nine 
years,  during  which  time  he  made  for  him- 

self a  record  of  which  he  may  justly  be 
proud.  It  is  a  record  of  tireless,  conscien- 

tious and  impartial  work  and  of  successes 

seldom  equalled  in  a  District  Attorney's 
office.  Five  murders  were  committed  in  the 
county  while  Mr.  Green  was  District  Attor- 

ney and  the  perpetrators  prosecuted  by  him 
and  a  conviction  secured  in  every  case — 
three  of  murder  in  the  first  degree  and  two 
of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  one  of  the 
two  having  been  indicted  in  the  second  de- 

gree only,  and  although  appeals  were  taken 
to  the  highest  court  in  the  state  from  two 
of  those  convictions,  both  convictions  were 
affirmed,  and  while  appeals  were  taken  from 

several  of  the  other  convictions  secured  by 
Mr.  Green,  no  conviction  secured  by  him 
has  ever  been  reversed. 
Some  idea  may  be  gained  of  the  large 

amount  of  work  done  by  Mr.  Green  from  the 
statement  that  he  has  acted  as  prosecuting 
attorney  at  fifty-four  terms  of  court  and 
had  charge  of  Grand  Juries  in  twenty-seven 
of  those  terms,  and  during  his  term  has 
secured  four  hundred  forty  convictions, 
many  of  them  for  grave  crimes. 

Mr.  Green  has  been  a  terror  to  the  crim- 
inal classes  of  every  degree  and  every  sta- 

t'on  in  life.  Neither  social  nor  political  in- 
fluences has  ever  deterred  him  from  the 

full  performance  of  his  duty  as  he  saw  it. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  a  kind  and  sympa- 

thetic heart  and  many  a  young  person  who 
was  not  at  heart  a  criminal,  but  who  had 
violated  some  law,  has  been  dealt  with  leni- 

ently by  Mr.  Green,  with  the  hope  of  saving 
him  to  useful  and  honorable  citizenship  in 
the  future. 

Mr.  Green  never  shirked  his  duty  nor 
spared  himself  in  any  case,  no  matter  how 
arduous  and  disagreeable  the  work  connect- 

ed with  it,  nor  how  inclement  the  weather 
or  distant  the  scene  of  the  crime,  he  went 
there  at  once  and  secured  the  evidence  and 
familiarized  himself  with  all  the  facts  while 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  who  could  be 
called  as  witnesses.  He  conducted  the  office 
with  economy  to  the  taxpayers  and  with 
promptness  and  efficiency.  He  is  a  man  of 
high  moral  character,  of  strict  integrity,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
classes.  He  attends  the  Congregational 
Church  and  contributes  liberally  towards  its 

support. 
Mr.  Green  was  married  on  November  5, 

1873,  to  Mary  E.  Brown  of  Jamestown,  New 
York,  who  died  March  11,  1900.  Their  child- 

ren are  Edward  J.  Green,  a  lawyer  practic- 
ing in  Jamestown,  (see  sketch);  Ella  W. 

Green,  Wellesley  College,  class  of  1899,  Li- 
brarian of  the  Jamestown  High  School ;  and 

Clara  L.  Green,  Wellesley  College,  class  of 
1904. 

EDWARD  J.  GREEN. 
Edward  J.  Green  was  born  at  Jamestown 

April  6,  1875,  his  parents  being  Eleazer 
Green,  former  District  Attorney  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  and  Mary  B.  Green.  Mr. 
Green  received  his  early  education  at  the 
Jamestown  High  School,  graduating  there 
in  1893;  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  en- 

tered  Leland   Stanford,   Jr.,    University  in 
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California,  but  left  there  at  the  end  of  his 
second  year  to  complete  his  course  at  Har- 

vard; he  graduated  from  Harvard  in  June, 
1897,  and  then  entered  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  graduating  therefrom  as  a  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  June,  1900.  Mr.  Green  passed 
the  New  York  Bar  examinations  several 
months  before  the  completion  of  his  course 
at  the  Harvard  Law  School,  and  was  admit- 

ted to  practice  law  March  30,  1900.  In  July, 
1900,  he  opened  a  law  office  at  301  Main 
Street,  Jamestown,  where  he  has  ever  since 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
having  met  with  much  success. 

Aside  from  his  professional  life  Mr.  Green 
has  many  business  and  social  interests;  he 

EDWARD  J.  GREEN 

is  a  director  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics 
Bank  of  Jamestown ;  a  member  of  the 
Jamestown  Club;  Commodore  of  the  Chad- 
akoin  Club,  the  only  boat  club  on  Chautau- 

qua Lake;  a  member  and  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Jamestown, 
and  a  member  and  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Green  is  prominent  among  the 
younger  element  in  Jamestown,  and  in  ad- 

dition to  his  professional  and  business  re- 
sponsibilities he  is  devoting  much  interest 

in  the  school  system  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Green  has  always  been  much  interest- 

ed in  outdoor  life  and  different  branches  of 

athletics.    While  in  college  he  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Harvard  track  team  for  two  years, 
and  represented  Harvard  in  the  one  hundred 
and  two  hundred  twenty  yard  dashs  in  both 
the  Intercollegiate  and  Yale  games.  He  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  Chadakoin  four- 
oar  crew  on  two  different  years,  in  both  of 
which  seasons  the  Chadakoin  crew  was  suc- 

cessful in  the  annual  Chadakoin-Chautauqua 
race.  Although  not  now  actively  engaged  in 
athletics  he  still  retains  an  interest  in  all 
outdoor  life. 

Mr.  Green  has  been  actively  interested  in 
the  Republican  politics  of  Jamestown  and 
Chautauqua  County,  but  has  never  sought  a 
political  office. 

CHAPLAIN  WILLIAM  L.  HYDE. 
Reverend  William  Lyman  Hyde  was  born 

at  Bath,  Maine,  December  27,  1819,  and  died 
at  Jamestown,  New  York,  July  31,  189G. 
He  was  a  son  of  Captain  Henry  and  Maria 

(Hyde)  Hyde.  He  was  educated  in  Bow- 
doin  College,  Brunswick,  Maine,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1842.  In  1849,  after  a 
course  in  Theology,  he  was  ordained  minis- 

ter in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  from 
1849  to  185G  was  pastor  of  the  church  of 
that  denomination  at  Gardner,  Maine.  In 
the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Dunkirk, 

New  York,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  until  1862,  when  he  was 

commissioned  Chaplain  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  Regiment  (the  Chautauqua 

County  regiment)  New  York  State  Volun- 
teers and  remained  in  that  relation  until 

the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  In  18C6  he  re- 
moved from  Dunkirk  to  Ripley,  New  York, 

where  he  remained  five  years  as  pastor  of 

the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  succeed- 
ing three  years  was  pastor  of  the  church  of 

that  denomination  at  Sherman,  New  York. 
In  1874  he  removed  to  Ovid,  Seneca  County, 
New  York,  where  for  the  ensuing  ten  years 
he  was  principal  of  the  High  School.  In 
1884  he  removed  to  Jamestown,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  at  first 
teaching  a  private  school  and  later  doing 
editorial  work  on  the  Jamestown  Journal, 
and  serving  as  supply  clergyman  in  various 
pulpits  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  While  liv- 

ing at  Ripley  he  wrote  and  published  the 
History  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 

Regiment,  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  ac- 
curate and  valuable  of  all  the  histories  of 

New  York  state  regiments.  Throughout 
his  residence  at  Jamestown  he  was  Chaplain 
of  Post  James  M.  Brown,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  in  1896  was  elected  Chap- 
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lain  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  Department 
of  New  York,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  was  Honorary  Chaplain  of  the  Thir- 

teenth Separate  Company,  National  Guard 
State  of  New  York,  of  Jamestown  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  companion  of 
the  military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Chautauqua 
County  Society  of  History  and  Natural 
Science.  In  Chautauqua  Institution  he  took 
deep  interest  and  presented  to  the  Institu- 

tion a  library  of  Theological  works. 

May  4,  1852,  he  married  Frances  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  Rice,  at  Wiscas- 

set,  Maine.  To  this  union  were  born:  Henry 
Warren,  now  a  physician  in  Denver,  Color- 

ado; Wallace  E.,  whose  death  occurred  in 
infancy;  Frederick  William,  now  of  James- 

town, New  York.  An  adopted  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Clover,  wife  of  Sanford  C.  Med- 
dick,  resides  at  Ovid,  New  York.  The  death 
of  his  wife  occurred  May  17,  1892.  His  en- 

during fame  is  that  of  Army  Chaplain,  in 
which  office  he  performed  every  duty  con- 

scientiously and  won  the  respect  and  affec- 
tion of  every  officer  and  man  in  the  com- 

mand, and  at  his  funeral  Civil  War  veter- 
ans came  from  near  and  far  to  follow  his 

remains  to  their  final  resting  place  in  Lake 
View  Cemetery  at  Jamestown. 

ALFRED  T.  LIVINGSTON,  M.  D. 
Alfred  T.  Livingston,  M.  D.;  was  born  at 

Shippenville,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  1849. 
His  grandfather,  Dr.  William  Livingston, 
settled  in  Hartfield,  New  York,  about  1828. 
His  father  was  John  J.  Livingston.  Dr.  Liv- 

ingston was  educated  at  the  village  school 
at  Tylersburg,  Pennsylvania,  Jamestown 
Academy,  Allegheny  College,  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  class  of  1870,  and  the  Medi- 

cal Department,  University  of  Buffalo,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  February,  1873.  He 
began  the  general  practice  of  medicine  the 
same  year,  and  in  1873  he  removed  to  James- 

town. He  was  appointed  assistant  physician 
at  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Utica,  New 
York,  in  1873,  which  position  he  resigned  in 
1878,  and  removed  to  Philadelphia.  In  1879 
he  established  the  first  Home  Hospital  of 
this  country  at  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Livingston 
married  Catharine  J.  Parker  of  Williams- 
port,  Pennsylvania,  January  16,  1879.  She 
died  July  13,  1883.  January  21,  1889,  he 
married  Nellie  E.  Hallock  of  Jamestown. 
The  two  children  of  his  first  wife  died  in  in- 

fancy. Clara  Elizabeth  Livingston  was 
born  May  5,  1900. 

J.  EMIL  JOHNSON. 

J.  Emil  Johnson,  the  fourth  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Jamestown,  was  born  on  the  30th  day 
of  May,  18G0,  in  the  Province  of  Smoland, 
in  Sweden.  His  parents  were  Johan  Gustaf 
and  Maria  Christina  Johnson.  He  attended 
the  country  school  near  his  native  home 
from  his  fifth  to  his  ninth  year,  and  at  the 
age  of  ten  years  with  his  mother  and  his  two 
sisters,  Louise  now  the  wife  of  John  A.  Nel- 

son, and  Minnie,  now  the  wife  of  Prof.  John 
Syren,  he  left  his  native  land  and  came  to 
the  United  States  to  which  country  the 
father  had  preceded  the  family  by  two  years. 
For  four  years  after  his  arrival  J.  Emil  lived 
with  his  parents  on  the  Root  farm  in  Busti, 
just  beyond  the  city  limits  of  Jamestown. 
During  this  time  he  worked  out  on  the 
neighboring  farms  and  attended  school  in 
the  Town  of  Busti.  Later  he  attended  a 
branch  school  then  located  on  Baker  Street 

in  Jamestown.  In  1874  Mr.  Johnson's  father 
purchased  a  lot  and  built  a  house  on  Baker 
Street  in  Jamestown  where  he  now  lives  at 

the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  A  little 
later  he  built  the  house  where  Mayor  John- 

son has  lived  since  his  marriage  to  Jennie 
E.  Nelson,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  Nelson,  at 
Kane,  Pennsylvania,  now  of  Jamestown, 
July  31,  1882. 

Mr.  Johnson  soon  after  coming  to  James- 
town became  a  tailor's  apprentice  and  in 

1885  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Otto 
W.  Wiquist  under  the  name  of  Wiquist  & 
Johnson,  which  has  continued  to  the  present 
time,  doing  a  general  clothing  and  tailoring 
business. 

Since  he  was  a  young  man  Mr.  Johnson 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  and  has 
been  highly  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  Alderman  from  the 
old  Third  now  Sixth  Ward  and  was  re-elect- 

ed from  the  Third  and  Sixth  Wards  con- 
tinuously until  the  year  1900  when  in  a 

memorable  contest  he  was  elected  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Jamestown.  In  1902  he  was 
the  nominee  of  the  Republican  Party  and 
was  endorsed  by  the  Democratics  for  Mayor 
and  again  in  1904  he  was  practically  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  people  at  the  polls 
for  Mayor  of  the  city. 

His  strong  advocacy  of  municipal  owner- 
ship of  essential  monopolies  has  been  his 

most  conspicuous  merit  as  a  public  man  and 
under  his  administrations  as  Mayor  he  has 
seen  the  munipical  lighting  plant  perfected 
and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  bring- 

ing about  the  municipal  ownership  of  the 



J.  EJI1L  JOHNSON. 



JAMESTOWN. 

775 

water  plant  of  the  city.  Mayor  Johnson 
has  never  sought  to  build  up  a  political  ma- 

chine and  has  never  been  subservient  to 
one,  and  this  together  with  his  support  of 
principles  which  have  appealed  to  the  com- 

mon sense  of  the  people  accounts  in  a  large 
degree  for  the  cordial  support  he  has  re- 

ceived in  Jamestown.  For  many  years  May- 
or Johnson  has  been  an  active  member  of 

the  Swedish  Mission  Church  and  he  has 
always  lent  his  influence  and  given  his  time 
to  advance  any  movement  designed  to  bene- 

fit the  community  generally.  With  Mrs. 
Johnson  he  has  been  a  constant  supporter 
of  the  various  local  enterprises  designed  to 
help  the  poor. 
Never  pretending  to  scholarship,  Mayor 

Johnson  is  endowed  with  peculiar  intuitive 
powers  of  perception  especially  concerning 
public  questions  and  the  duties  and  obliga- 

tions of  a  public  man  and  these  with  sin- 
cerity and  earnestness  of  purpose  have  made 

him  for  many  years  one  of  the  prime  factors 
in  the  public  life  of  Jamestown  and  Chau- 

tauqua County.  He  is  an  example  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  in  a  government  of 
the  people  by  diligence  and  integrity  and  a 
capacity  for  public  affairs. 

LEVANT  L.  MASON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  bears  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  oldest  merchant  in  the 

City  of  Jamestown,  who  has  conducted  a 
business  uninterruptedly  under  his  own 
name.  Mr.  Mason  was  born  December  25, 
1826,  at  Clarence,  Erie  County,  New  York. 
His  parents  were  Belden  B.  and  Mercy 
Whitcomb  Mason,  who  came  to  Jamestown 
when  he  was  five  years  of  age.  As  a  boy 
he  was  industrious  and  persevering  and 
early  showed  an  aptitude  for  things  me- 

chanical. His  skill  in  the  handling  of  tools 
caused  him  to  be  recommended  by  the  late 
F.  A.  Fuller,  Sr.,  to  Stanton  Brothers,  a  lead- 

ing jewelry  firm  of  Rochester,  as  one  whose 
qualifications  gave  promise  of  success  in 

the  jewelers'  trade.  After  thoroughly  learn- 
ing his  trade  in  Rochester,  in  a  service  of 

four  years,  Mr.  Mason  returned  to  James- 
town, where  he  set  up  his  bench  in  the  bay 

window  of  a  store  building  which  occupied 
the  site  of  his  present  place  of  business  at 
217  Main  Street,  afterwards  Mr.  Mason  oc- 

cupied stores  lower  down  on  Main  Street; 
present  No.  206;  then  in  the  Allen  Block, 

and  next  at  216  Main  Street.  He  was  in 
this  location  when  the  great  fire  of  1861 
swept  a  considerable  portion  of  the  business 
district  of  the  then  village.  After  the  fire 
he  had  quarters  in  part  of  the  drug  store 
of  Dr.  G.  W.  Hazeltine,  on  East  Second 
Street,  where  the  Fenton  building  now 
stands.  His  next  place  of  business  was  in 
the  store,  No.  8  East  Third  Street.  When 

he  was  in  this  location  he  bought  the  build- 

ing at  217  Main  Street,  which  he  has  occu- 
pied with  his  business  for  more  than  forty 

years.  This  place  was  called  by  Mr.  Mason 
the  "Beehive,"  and  this  trade  mark  is  char- 

acteristic of  his  own  industry. 

Mr.  Mason's  fellow  citizens  have  given 
evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  his  excel- 

lent business  abilities  and  his  staunch  in- 
tegrity. For  years  he  was  a  Trustee  of  the 

Village  of  Jamestown,  and  a  part  of  the  time 
was  President  of  the  Board.  For  sixteen 

years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation of  Jamestown.  He  was  elected  Sec- 
retary and  Superintendent  of  Lake  View 

Cemetery  Association  in  1876,  and  he  has 
ever  since  served  this  body  with  zeal  and 
fidelity. 

Mr.  Mason  married  Miss  Eunice  Stevens 
at  Rochester,  May  9,  1850.  Their  children 
are  John  C;  Caroline,  wife  of  Henry  S.  Pen- 
field,  and  Lucy,  wife  of  Frederick  P.  Hall. 
A  notable  event  was  the  golden  wedding  of 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason,  on  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  their  marriage,  May  9,  1900,  in 

their  home,  corner  of  Lafayette  and  West 
Second  Streets,  which  they  had  occupied 
from  the  beginning  of  their  married  life. 
Mr.  Mason  enjoyed  the  companionship  of 
his  beloved  wife  until  December  7,  1903,  at 
which  time  she  died.  Mr.  Mason  is  a  devot- 

ed churchman  and  for  half  a  century  or 
more  has  been  a  vestryman  or  warden  of 

St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  now 
a  warden  of  this  church.  He  has  also  been 
active  in  Masonry,  serving  Mount  Moriah 
Lodge  as  Master  and  is  a  member  of  West- 

ern Sun  Chapter  and  Jamestown  Command- 
ery.  His  record  of  continuous  business 
for  more  than  fifty  years  and  for  more  than 
forty  years  in  one  place  is  remarkable  and 
unusual,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  his  good  physical  bearing  and  con- 

stant attention  to  business  with  his  un- 
diminished skill  in  the  use  of  the  most  deli- 

cate tools  of  the  jeweler's  and  engraver's 
trade,  is  the  wonder  of  observers. 
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ROBERT  NEWLANDS. 

By  Benjamin  S.  Dean. 
Robert  Newlands  was  the  son  of  David 

and  Jane  McHarg  Newlands  of  Scottish 
origin,  and  was  born  at  Albany,  New  \ork, 
January  24,  1809.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  city,  being  a  student 

of  the  Albany  Boys'  Academy  for  a  time, 
and  then  entered  his  father's  store  as  a 
clerk,  a  position  which  he  held  until  he  was 
nearly  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

During  the  time  that  he  was  thus  engaged 
certain  Albany  County  capitalists,  in  touch 

with  the  historical  "Albany  Regency,"  had 
been  attracted  to  the  resources  and  the 
banking  possibilities  of  Chautauqua  County, 
and  in  1831  a  charter  for  the  Chautauqua 

County  Bank,  known  as  a  "safety  fund" 
bank  was  issued.  At  the  first  election  of 

directors,  held  at  the  "Inn  of  Messrs.  Jones," 
in  Jamestown  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1831, 
Richard  P.  Marvin  was  chosen  as  one  of 
the  directors  and  Elial  T.  Foote  was  elected 

to  the  Presidency.  The  bank  did  not  com- 
mence actual  operations  until  about  the  13th 

day  of  January,  1832,  and  at  that  time  there 
was  no  other  banking  institution  in  the 
southern  tier  of  counties  west  of  Orange, 
and  the  nearest  banking  neighbors  were  lo- 

cated at  Buffalo  and  Lockport.  On  the  8th 
day  of  September,  1834,  Richard  P.  Marvin 
and  Isabella  Newlands,  a  sister  of  Robert 
Newlands,  were  joined  in  marriage,  and  on 
the  30th  day  of  the  same  month  we  find 
him  entering  the  service  of  the  Chautauqua 
County  Bank,  remaining  with  that  institution 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  3rd  day 
of  October,  1891.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1840, 
Mr.  Newlands  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  Cashier,  and  after  twenty  years  of  such 
service  he  was  chosen  as  Vice-President.  In 
1802  Mr.  Newlands  again  took  up  the  duties 
of  Cashier  of  the  bank,  his  nephew,  Selden 
B.  Marvin,  having  re:igned  the  position  to 
serve  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  ten 
years  later,  upon  the  death  of  Major  Samuel 
Barrett,  who  had  been  the  President  of  the 
bank  for  a  period  of  thirty-four  years,  Mr. 
Newlands  succeeded  to  the  Presidency, 
which  office  he  retained  by  successive  elec- 

tions until  the  8th  day  of  May,  1890,  when 
he  resigned,  though  retaining  his  position  as 
a  director  of  the  bank,  which  had  come  to  be 
regarded  as  inseparable  from  his  kindly  per- 

sonality, and  up  to  the  close  of  his  long  and 
useful  life,  he  was  by  the  unanimous  request 
of  the  new  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 

permitted  to  occupy  his  familiar  place  at  the 
President's  desk  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Newlands,  while  having  all  of  the 
prudence  of  a  painstaking,  punctual  and 
prudent  business  man,  was  at  all  times  a 
genial  and  a  kindly  man,  full  of  patience, 
hopeful  and  helpful  to  those  about  him.  He 
was  not  ostentatious  or  demonstrative,  but  a 
little  story  told  by  the  late  Edward  R.  Bootey 
serves  to  illustrate  his  methods,  and  his 
thoughtfulness  for  the  comfort  and  welfare 

of  others.  "I  was  a  green  country  boy,"  to 
quote  Mr.  Bootey's  own  words,  "drawing 
wood  into  Jamestown  and  trying  to  get  an 
education  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  it 
had  never  occurred  to  me  that  I  had  attract- 

ed the  attention  of  anyone.  After  I  had  en- 
listed, however,  Mr.  Newlands  called  me  into 

the  bank  one  clay  and  talked  over  matters, 

and  as  I  was  about  to  leave  he  said:  'Ed- 
ward, you  are  going  a  long  way  from  home; 

you  may  see  the  day  sometime  when  you 
will  want  money  to  take  care  of  yourself.  If 
you  do,  let  me  know  and  I  will  see  that  you 
get  it'."  "There  was  not  much  of  the  talk," 
said  Mr.  Bootey  to  the  writer  years  after- 

ward, "but  there  was  a  mighty  comfortable 
feeling  for  a  poor  boy  that  some  one  was 
interested  in  him,  and  that  he  could  get 

assistance  if  he  needed  it."  And  this  was 
entirely  characteristic  of  the  man;  he  kept 
watch  of  the  young  men,  and  those  whom  he 
thought  worthy  he  assisted,  not  in  a  manner 
to  break  down  their  sence  of  manhood  and 

self-reliance,  but  in  a  spirit  which  stimulat- 
ed and  developed  their  best  qualities,  and  it 

used  to  be  said  of  him  that  men  would  al- 
most emulate  the  example  of  the  Tipperary 

Irishman  who  committed  highway  robbery 
to  pay  his  debts,  rather  than  defraud  the 
Chautauqua  County  Bank. 

Mr.  Newlands  was  one  of  the  first  direc- 
tors of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad; 

was  an  Assistant  Engineer  in  the  Jamestown 
Fire  Department  ir  its  early  days;  was  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees 
and  President  of  the  village;  was  Treasurer 
of  the  James  Prendergast  Library  Associa- 

tion and  of  the  Lakeview  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, and  in  all  of  these  relations,  as  well 

as  in  all  other  relations  of  life,  he  was  the 
true,  the  honest  and  the  kindly  man.  In  poli- 

tics a  Republican,  he  was  never  unkindly 
in  his  partisanship;  in  the  domain  of  art 
and  of  letters  he  was  a  man  of  taste  and  re- 

finement; in  his  religious  preferences  he  was 
a  Presbyterian,  having  been  a  Trustee  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  he  contributed  to 
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the  construction  of  every  edifice  for  worship 
erected  in  Jamestown  during  the  active 
years  of  his  life,  and  aided  materially  in  the 

payment  of  all  of  the  charges  which  re'ig- 
ious  and  charitable  work  impose  upon  the 
community. 

Mr.  Newlands  and  Miss  Evelyn  Patchin, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Aaron  D.  Patchin  of  Hoosic 
Falls,  New  York,  were  joined  in  marriage  on 
the  21st  day  of  January,  1847,  a  son,  Frank, 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  Evalyn  M.,  widow 
of  the  late  Daniel  H.  Post,  being  born  to 
them. 

Mr.  Newlands  occupied  a  unique  position 
in  the  community.  He  was,  by  common 
consent,  the  most  universally  loved  man 
who  ever  passed  his  life  in  this  city.  His 
circle  of  apparently  intimate  friends  was 
limited,  but  the  writer,  in  a  somewhat  exten- 

sive acquaintance  with  men,  has  never 
heard  an  unkind  criticism  of  Robert  New- 
lands;  every  man  who  ever  came  in  con- 

tact with  him,  or  who  ever  watched  bis 

singularly  pacific  personality  upon  the  pub- 
lic ways,  seemed  to  feel  instinctively  that 

here  was  his  friend — here  the  man  that  he 
could  go  to  in  his  hour  of  trouble  and  find 
consolation  and  practical  aid.  Although 
he  gave  much  to  charity,  much  that  the 
world  has  never  known,  he  gave  more  in  nis 
benignant  presence  to  the  welfare  of  men 
than  all  of  his  gifts,  and  men  were  better 
because  they  knew  him  and  felt  the  influence 
of  his  altruistic  character. 

HUBERT   E.  V.  PORTER. 

An  educator  of  ripe  experience,  widely 
known,  is  Hubert  E.  V.  Porter,  President  of 
the  Jamestown  Business  College,  who  was 
born  in  Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  November  21, 

1861.  Mr.  Porter's  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  Jersey  and  continued 
at  the  Pennington  Seminary  and  Collegiate 
Institute,  where  he  graduated  from  the 
scientific  department  in  1885.  He  took  a 
partial  course  in  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Accounts  was  conferred  upon  him  by  East- 

man National  College  August  2,  1887.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm.  When  he 
was  seventeen  years  old  he  went  into  the 
grocery  business,  in  which  he  continued 
for  two  years.  He  entered  Pennington  Sem- 

inary in  1880.    In  1885-86  he  served  as  in- 

structor in  the  Public  School  of  New  Jersey, 

and  in  1886-87  as  instructor  in  the  Wood- 
stock, (Ontario,)  Baptist  College.  He  has 

been  connected  with  the  Jamestown  Busi- 
ness College  since  January  5,  1888,  for  sev- 

eral years  having  charge  of  the  actual  Busi- 
ness and  Banking  Department. 

Mr.  Porter  was  married  January  26,  1893, 
in  Jamestown  to  Grace  Estelle  Townley. 
Their  daughter,  Carolyn  Margaret,  was  born 
July  19,  1898.  He  was  elected  President  of 

the  Jamestown  Business  College  Associa- 
tion, Limited,  June  18,  1892,  and  has  been 

re-elected  each  year  since  then.  He  was 
elected  National  Trustee  of  the  National 
Protective  Legion  of  Waverly,  New  York,  in 

September,  1897,  and  re-elected  in  1899,  1901 
and  1903.  He  was  nominated  as  an  inde- 

pendent Republican  for  delegate  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  the  State  of  New 

York  in  1892,  on  a  fusion  ticket  composed 

of  one  Republican,  one  Democrat,  one  Pro- 
hibitionist and  two  Populists.  The  ticket 

was  defeated.  In  the  spring  of  1904  he  was 
nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket  and 
elected  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  of 
Jamestown. 

Mr.  Porter  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  connection  with  which 
he  was  three  years  President  of  the  Erie 
Conference  Epworth  League  and  two  years 
President  of  the  Fourth  General  Conference 
District  Epworth  League,  embracing  seven 
conferences.  He  represented  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Jamestown 
in  the  lay  electoral  conference  of  the  Erie 
Conference  held  in  Jamestown  in  Septem- 

ber, 1899,  and  again  elected  to  represent 
the  church  in  the  same  capacity  at  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  in  September,  1903.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board 

of  Directors  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  and  for  four  years  was  Presi- 

dent of  the  Association,  during  which  time 
the  new  building  of  the  Association  was 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
He  is  a  member  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No. 
145,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
Mount  Tabor  Lodge,  No.  780,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  During  the  Spanish- 
American  War  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hun- 

dred Thirteenth  Separate  Company,  National 

Guard,  New  York,  and  was  appointed  Cor- 
poral and  later  a  Sergeant.  He  is  at  pres- 

ent a  Corporal  in  the  Thirteenth  Separate 
Company,  National  Guard,  New  York. 







JAMESTOWN. 
781 

WILLIAM  RUFUS  ROGERS. 
An  early  resident  of  Jamestown,  who  was 

active  in  business  affairs  and  in  religious 
matters  at  a  time  when  the  vast  forests 

were  slowly  dissolving  before  the  woodman's 
axe,  was  William  Rufus  Rogers,  who  was 
born  August  14,  1798,  at  Canajoharie,  New 
York.  He  was  the  son  of  Rufus  Rogers  and 
Jemima  Strickland  Rogers  of  Hampton, 
Connecticut.  He  had  no  educational  advan- 

tages beyond  the  common  schools  of  the 
period.  He  was  a  Whig,  and  when  a  young 
man  served  as  Postmaster  and  Justice  of 

the  Peace  for  a  number  of  years.  On  Jan- 
uary 8,  1823,  he  married  Sophronia  Webster 

Benham,  who  was  a  first  cousin  of  Noah 
Webster,  the  renowned  lexicographer.  Their 

WILLIAM  RUFUS  KOGEKS 

children  were  Llewellyn  App,  Lucy,  (who 
died  in  infancy),  George  Dorrance,  Lucius, 
Henry,  Lucy,  Harriet  and  William  Rufus 
Rogers.  George  D.,  Lucius,  Henry  and  Wil- 

liam R.  served  in  the  Civil  War.  The  last 
named  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Cedar 

Mountain  in  18G2,  George  D.  died  in  a  hos- 
pital at  Cold  Harbor  in  1864  and  Henry  died 

from  the  effects  of  malaria  contracted  in  the 

war,  a  few  years  after  its  close  in  Col- 
orado. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  engpged  in  mercantile 
and  lumbering  operations  throughout  his 
business  life.  He  moved  with  his  family 
to  Jamestown  in  1830,  and  was  first  em- 

ployed  here   as   a  bookkeeper   by   N.  A. 

Lowry.  He  soon  embarked  in  mercantile 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  later 
Rufus  Jones  became  associated  with  him, 
and  they  conducted  business  together  for 
many  years.  The  firm  of  Rogers  &  Jones 
was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Southern  Chautauqua.  Mr.  Rogers  was  also 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  different 
branches  of  the  lumbering  industry,  Cor 
many  years  on  the  waters  of  Chautauqua 

Lake  outlet,  Conewango  Creek  and  the  Alle- 
gany River.  The  products  of  his  mills  and 

factories  were  floated  clown  the  rivers  to 
southwestern  cities,  where  much  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  marketing  them. 
Early  in  the  history  of  Jamestown  Mi. 

Rogers  built  a  fine  two-story  house  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Fourth  Street  and  Pren- 
dergast  Avenue.  The  lot  was  covered  with 
virgin  pine  trees  at  that  time,  as  was  all 
that  section  of  the  town.  A  short  time  be- 

fore his  death  he  sold  this  property  to  Dr. 
Alfred  Gray,  with  the  expectation  of  moving 
with  his  family  to  Allegany  County,  New 
York,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  in 
early  life.  The  family  moved  temporarily 
into  the  Southland  house  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Fourth  and  Pine  Streets.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Rogers  died  in  that  house. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  Presby- 
terian in  religious  faith,  and  was  one  of 

the  original  members  of  that  denominator* 
in  Jamestown.  Back  in  the  thirties  of  the 
last  century  a  serious  division  occurred  in 

the  Congregational  Church,  which  culminat- 
ed in  the  organization  of  the  First  Presby- 

terian Church.  Mr.  Rogers  became  an  ac- 
tive member  in  the  latter  church  and  fcr 

many  years  was  one  of  its  elders.  For  fif- 
teen years  or  more  he  was  Superintendent 

of  the  Sunday  School,  which  in  those  days, 
was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prosperous 
in  the  village.  He  had  a  county  reputation 
for  addressing  children  edifyingly,  and  the 
calls  upon  him  to  attend  gatherings  of  Sun- 

day School  pupils  outside  of  Jamestown  wo^o 
quite  frequent.  It  was  after  reaching  home 
from  a  Sabbath  School  convention  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  August  27, 
1847,  that  he  had  a  paralytic  stroke  that  re- 

sulted in  his  death  early  the  next  morning 
at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years. 

Mrs.  Rogers  died  December  19,  18G5,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  R. 
Brown,  in  Warren,  aged  sixty-three  years. 
Only  two  members  of  the  family  are  now 
living.  Lucius  Rogers,  at  Kane,  Pennsylva- 

nia, and  Mrs.  Harriet  James  at  Warren, 
Pennsylvania. 
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FRANK   HENRY  MOTT. 

By  Obed  Edson. 

Frank  Henry  Mott,  the  son  of  Aaron  Van 
Renssalaer  and  Flora  (Russell;  Mott,  was 
born  February  9,  1873,  in  Russell,  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  a  village  deriving  its 
name  from  his  great-grandfather.  A  great 

grandfather,  on  his  father's  side,  was  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Colonial  Wars,  before  the  Rev- 

olutionary period;  another  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolution  and  an  earlier  fore- 

father was  a  Colonial  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island  and  the  Providence  plantations.  The 
Mods  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  Hudson  River  Valley  and  were  promi- 

nent in  the  early  annals  of  Dutchess  County. 

John  Russell,  an  ancestor  on  his  mother's 
side,  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  came  from 
County  Down  to  the  United  States  about 
1788.  In  1800  he  explored  the  wild- 

erness country  along  the  upper  Alle- 
gany and  Conewango.  Later,  the  same 

year,  before  there  were  any  white  set- 
tlers in  Chautauqua  County,  he  and  his 

family  left  his  home  on  the  north  branch  of 
the  Susquehannah  in  Pennsylvania,  to  lead 
a  party  of  emigrants,  mostly  his  neighbors, 
up  that  and  the  Sinemahoning  Rivers  in  a 
boat  of  his  own  construction.  This  boat 

was  carried  across  the  portage  to  the  Alle- 
gany and  again  launched  on  that  river, 

which  was  in  turn  descended  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Conewango.  Mr.  Russell  ascended  the 
latter  stream  to  a  place  near  the  State  of 
New  York,  where  he  settled  the  same  year 
A  portion  of  his  party  became  pioneers  of 
Sugargrove  and  Farmington.  His  son, 
Thomas  Russell,  and  John  Frew,  a  kinsman, 
some  years  later  became  the  founders  of 
Frewsburg  in  Chautauqua  County.  Another 
son,  Robert  Russell,  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  became  after- 

ward a  prominent  pioneer  of  the  Town  of 
Kiantone  and  later  the  founder  of  Russell, 
Pennsylvania,  (see  Vol.  I,  page  81 ),  and  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  successful 
lumbermen  and  leading  citizens  of  North- 

western Pennsylvania- 
Frank  H.  Mott  received  his  early  educa- 

tion in  the  Tillage  school  of  RusselL  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  High  School  in 
Jamestown.  Later  he  became  a  student  at 
law,  in  the  office  of  Cook,  Fisher  and  Wade, 
long  the  leading  law  firm  of  Chautauqua 
County.  He  completed  his  studies  in  the 
Buffalo  Law  School  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1899.   After  his  admission  to  the 

Bar  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  James- 
town, and  is  now  in  active  practice  in  that 

city,  professionally  representing  some  of  its 
largest  interests.  While  pursuing  his  law 
studies  he  was  engaged  for  two  years  in 

newspaper  work  for  the  Jamestown  Morn- 
ing News,  and  again  during  the  Presidential 

campaign  of  1900  he  was  the  Political  Editor 
of  the  Buffalo  Times. 

Mr.  Mott  has  a  striking  personality.  His 
refined,  dignified,  courtecs  and  democratic 
ways  have  made  him  universally  popular. 
In  early  life,  before  he  reached  his  majority, 
he  developed  a  marked  ability  for  public 
speaking,  which  was  assiduously  cultivated 
and  reinforced  by  the  reading  of  history 

and  study  of  the  best  literature.  This  ac- 
complishment has  gained  him  a  wide  re- 

nown as  a  popular  orator.  His  reputation 
as  an  eloquent  speaker  extends  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  his  county,  and  his  services 
are  in  constant  requisition  at  distant  places 
and  upon  important  public  occasions.  His 
talent,  however,  is  not  merely  that  of  a 
popular  speaker.  He  has  cultivated  a  higher 
taste  and  his  oratory  is  of  a  superior  order. 
His  address  upon  Emerson,  delivered  upon 

the  one  hundredth  anniversary'  of  the  birch 
of  Concord's  sage,  will  compare  with  that 
of  the  best  of  its  kind. 

Mr.  Mott's  ability  as  an  orator  is  not  more 
marked  than  his  independence  of  thought. 
Despite  surrounding  influences  he  espoused 
early  the  principles  of  a  political  party  hope- 

lessly in  the  minority  in  his  city  and  county, 
and  early  became  its  chatipion  and  a  leader. 
Steadfast  in  his  faith  he  has  never  sought, 
at  the  price  of  his  convictions,  a  distinction 
that  he  might  otherwise  have  won.  He  is 
a  member  of  several  fraternities  and  socie- 

ties, among  them  the  Jamestown  Chapter  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  of  which  he  is 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  but  has  never 
held  a  place  of  official  authority  other  than 
such  non-partisan  position  as  came  to  him  of 
the  free  volition  of  his  fellow  citizens.  The 
only  public  office  that  he  ever  held  is  that 
of  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
City  of  Jamestown,  to  which  he  was  unani- 

mously chosen  in  1903,  for  the  term  of  three 
years;  yet  without  the  prestige  that  office 
gives,  by  force  of  bis  ability  and  independ- 

ence of  character,  aided  by  the  influence  of 
a  correct  life  and  an  untarnished  reputation, 
he  has  achieved  a  distinction  that  no  other 
citizen  of  Chautauqua  County  has  acquired 
so  early  in  life. 
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Mr.  Mott  has  always  been  a  Democrat. 
He  has  always  given  his  ability  and  the  in- 

fluence of  his  character  in  his  party's  sup- 
port. The  Democrats  of  Chautauqua  County 

owe  much  to  him.  Although  a  young  man 
he  is  a  sagacious  leader.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Democratic  State  Committee  held  in  the 
summer  prior  to  the  National  Convention  at 
Kansas  City  in  1900,  notwithstanding  a 
strong  effort  to  prevent  the  expression  of 
a  choice  for  a  Presidential  candidate,  he  in- 

troduced and  secured  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution significantly  expressing  the  existence 

of  a  sentiment  in  the  committee  favorable 

to  William  J.  Bryan.  At  the  State  Conven- 
tion held  at  Saratoga  in  1904,  he  was  one 

of  those  who  organized  and  led  a  movement 
that  resulted  in  the  nomination  of  Judge 
Herrick  for  Governor. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention  held  at  Kansas  City  in 

1900,  and  represented  the  State  of  New 
York  upon  the  committee  appointed  to  notify 
William  J.  Bryan  of  his  nomination  for  the 
office  of  President.  At  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  held  at  Saratoga  in  1902,  when 
but  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Secretary  of 
State.  On  his  return  from  the  convention 
to  his  home  in  Jamestown  he  was  given  a 
public  reception  at  which  speeches  were 
made  in  his  honor  by  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  city  without  distinction  of  party.  In 
the  election  that  followed  he  carried  that 

Republican  stronghold  by  nearly  three  hun- 
dred majority,  and  ran  more  than  three 

thousand  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  the  county, 
thus  showing  his  popularity  and  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow 
citizens.  In  every  political  campaign  since 
he  attained  his  majority,  he  has  been  one 
of  the  ablest  champions  of  the  principles 
of  his  party  and  during  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  1904,  in  a  continuous  tour,  he 
addressed  large  assemblies  in  many  of  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  state  from 
Buffalo  to  Brooklyn,  rendering  invaluable 
aid  to  the  cause  he  served. 

It  has  not  been  in  a  partisan  spirit  that 
Mr.  Mott  has  given  his  continuous  and  loyal 
support  to  his  party  since  his  boyhood,  but 
with  an  independence  of  thought  not  to  be 
narrowed  by  the  boundaries  of  a  party,  and 
in  that  broad  and  true  democratic  spirit  that 
has  for  its  purpose  the  cause  of  the  com- 

mon people,  and  of  right  and  justice  without 
reference  to  party  lines. 

MAJ.  EDGAR  P.  PUTNAM. 
Edgar  Pierpont  Putnam  is  a  native  of 

Chautauqua  County,  having  been  born  at 
Stockton,  May  4,  1844.  He  received  his  ed- 

ucation at  the  public  schools,  supplemented 
by  private  tutors  and  experience,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry  on  the  11th 

of  September,  18G1,  serving  with  Sheridan's 
Cavalry  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
was  promoted  to  Corporal,  Sergeant,  First 
Lieutenant,  Captain  and  Major  by  brevet, 
and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  July 
17,  1865,  being  twenty  years  of  age  when 
General  Lee  surrendered  to  General  Grant 
at  Appomattox.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
Battle  of  Travilian  Station,  Virginia,  June 
11,  18G4,  and  at  the  Battle  of  Five  Forks, 
Virginia,  April  1,  1865,  and  was  granted  a 

medal  of  honor  by  "The  Congress  for  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  conduct  in  action 

May  27,  1864." Major  Putnam  was  engaged  as  United 
States  Surveyor,  located  in  Minnesota,  from 
1866  to  1875,  and  in  1874  came  to  James- 

town and  entered  mercantile  life  as  a  drug- 
gist and  bookseller  in  1876,  continuing  in 

this  line  until  1889.  He  was  Postmaster  of 

the  City  of  Jamestown  in  1884-85,  and  in 
1888  was  elected  County  Clerk,  serving  the 
full  term.  For  five  years  he  served  as  Chair- 

man of  the  Republican  County  Committee, 
and  was  always  an  aggressive  and  efficient 

campaign  manager.  He  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Jamestown  Fire  Department  for 

seven  years,  as  a  member  of  Prendergast 
Hose,  and  is  today  a  director  in  the  Chau- 

tauqua County  Trust  Company,  Director 
in  the  Bank  of  Jamestown  and  in  the 

Home  Telephone  Company,  and  in  the  War- 
ren and  Jamestown  Railway.  He  always 

takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs, 
both  local  and  general,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  New  York  City; 
the  Medal  of  Honor  Legion  of  the  United 
States,  Washington;  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States,  New  York  City;  Union  Vet- 

eran Legion;  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Jamestown;  the  Sons  of  the  American  Rev- 

olution, New  York  City;  Mount  Moriah 
Lodge,  Western  Sun  Chapter  and  Knights 
Templar  (Masonic  Orders)  of  Jamestown, 

and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  the  same  place. 

Edgar  P.  Putnam  is  a  son  of  James  R.  Put- 
nam, a  grandson  of  Gilbert  Putnam  and  a 

great-grandson  of  Andrew  Putnam,  who  set- 
tled in  the  Town  of  Stockton  about  1816, 
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and  the  line  of  ancestry  goes  back  to  John 
Putnam,  who  settled  at  Salem,  Massachu- 

setts, in  1632.  He  was  married  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1878,  to  Mary  Eppie  Mace  of 
Jamestown,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ednah 
Pearl,  wife  of  George  H.  Norris  of  Utica, 
New  York. 

WILLIAM  H.  PROUDFIT. 
William  H.  Proud  fit  has  been  identified 

with  the  City  of  Jamestown  for  more  than 
half  a  century,  and  may  almost  be  regarded 

tile  career;  but  he  interrupted  it,  like  so 
many  other  men  in  those  fateful  years,  at 
the  call  of  his  country.  Enlisting  in  Com- 

pany F,  One  Hundred  Twelfth  New  York 
Volunteers,  in  August,  18G2,  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  honorably  dis- 

charged June  13,  1865. 
Returning  to  Jamestown,  he  established 

the  clothing  house  of  Proudfit  &  Osmer  in 

December,  1866  buying  out  the  firm  of  An- 
drews &  Preston.  He  has  conducted  this 

business  at  the  original  location  ever  since, 
and  has  become  one  of  the  foremost  mer- 

WILLJAM  H.  PROUDFIT 

as  a  native  of  the  place.  He  was  born, 
however,  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  Decem- 

ber 15,  1841,  and  was  two  years  old  when 
he  was  brought  to  Western  New  York.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  Jamestown 
common  schools  and  Academy,  but  left 
school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  to  begin  busi- 

ness life.  His  first  employment  was  that 
of  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store,  and  he  subse- 

quently served  as  casnier  and  finally  as 
bookkeeper  in  dry  goods  and  clothing  stores 
in  Jamestown.  By  the  year  1862  he  had 
made  a  good  start  on  a  successful  mercaii- 

chants  of  Jamestown.  Mr.  Osmer  died  in 
1880,  and  from  that  date  Mr.  Proudfit  was 
sole  owner  of  the  business,  until  January  1, 
1903,  when  the  Proudfit  Clothing  Company 
was  organized  with  the  following  directors: 
William  H.  Proudfit,  President;  Robert  P. 
Robertson,  Vice  President;  William  P.  Os- 

mer, Treasurer;  J.  Alden  Osmer,  Secretary; 
William  M.  Davis,  Julius  H.  Christian,  Fred 
H.  Broadhead,  James  Iverson,  Jr. 

All  public  movements  for  the  general  good 

have  received  Mr.  Proudfit's  active  support. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  takes  a 
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proper  interest  in  party  affairs;  but  he  has 
no  aspirations  for  public  office,  and  has 
never  accepted  a  political  nomination.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  the  growth  and  pros- 

perity of  the  city  that  has  been  his  home 
for  so  many  years,  and  in  its  benevolent  and 
charitable  work.  He  is  an  elder  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  there;  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  organization  of  the 

local  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
serving  on  its  first  Board  of  Directors. 
When  the  James  Prendergast  Free  Library 
was  established  in  Jamestown,  as  a  memor- 

ial of  the  man  to  whom  the  city  owes  its 
name,  Mr.  Proudflt  was  appointed  one  of  the 
first  Trustees  of  the  institution.  He  is  also 
a  Trustee  of  the  Cemetery  Association,  a 
member  and  Trustee  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  a  director  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua County  Trust  Company. 

DANIEL    H.  POST. 

Daniel  Hazeltine  Post  was  born  to  Wil- 
liam and  Susanna  (Hazeltine)  Post  in 

Jamestown  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1850, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  on  the 
3rd  day  of  June,  1904,  survived  by  his 
widow,  Evelyn  Newlands  Post.  Mr.  Post 
was  distinctively  a  Chautauquan,  his  grand- 

father, Daniel  Hazeltine,  having  been  a 
pioneer  in  this  part  of  the  country  and  stand- 

ing as  the  founder  of  the  first  woolen  in- 
dustry in  Jamestown,  noted  today  for  its 

production  of  high  grade  cloths,  while  bis 
maternal  grandfather,  William  Bemus,  has 
a  place  in  the  history  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty going  back  to  the  first  settlement  in  the 
woods  around  the  margin  of  Chautauqua 
Lake.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Jamestown,  where  he  prepared  for  College, 
graduating  with  the  famous  class  of  18G8 
from  the  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Col- 

legiate Institute,  and  in  Williams  College, 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1874.  Soon  after  leaving  Col- 

lege he  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late 
Hon.  Abner  Hazeltine,  intending  to  fit  him- 

self for  the  practice  of  law,  but  an  editorial 
position  with  the  Jamestown  Journal  offered 
itself  and  the  literary  impulse  overcame  the 
desire  for  a  professional  life,  and  for  a  num- 

ber of  years  Mr.  Post  made  The  Evening 
Journal  a  marvel  of  literary  excellence,  and 
contributed  much  to  the  improvement  of  the 
style  and  standing  of  journalism  in  Western 
New  York.    In  1878  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  as 

a  Senator  in  Congress,  became  a  member 

of  the  International  Monetary  Conferenc" 
held  in  Paris,  and  Mr.  Post  became  his  pri- 

vate Secretary,  taking  part  in  all  of  the  ses- 
sions of  that  body,  and  by  his  knowledge 

of  the  French  language,  and  his  wide  ac- 
quaintance with  the  subject  under  investi- 

gation, he  was  cf  great  assistance  in  the 
work  of  the  commission,  and  became  a 
favorite  with  the  members.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Post,  while  continuing  a  contributor 
to  the  newspapers  and  magazines,  engaged 
in  business  as  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 

Bedstead  Company,  one  of  the  leading  fur- 
niture establishments  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Post  and  Miss  Evelyn  Newlands  were 
joined  in  marriage  on  the  ICth  day  of  July, 
1883.  Mrs.  Post  was  the  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Robert  and  Evelyn  Patchen  New- 
lands,  whose  lives  were  closely  identified 
with  the  history  of  Jamestown  and  Chau- 

tauqua County,  and  this  union  of  two  of  the 
old  families  brought  together  a  community 
of  culture  and  literary  and  artistic  tastes, 
which  found  its  center  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Post.  Mr.  Post  was  conceded  to 
be  the  most  graceful  writer,  and  to  have 
the  finest  discriminating  sense  in  the  use 
of  the  English  language  of  any  man  in 
Chautauqua  County,  if  not  in  Western  New 
York,  and  his  cultured  literary  taste  has 
been  of  great  value,  not  alone  in  its  mani- 

festations as  a  member  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee of  the  James  Prendergast  Free  Li- 

brary Association,  but  in  establishing  cor- 
rect standards  in  the  community  in  which 

his  life  was  spent.  Instinctively  a  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Post  added  the  graces  of  liberal 

culture,  and  literature  meant  to  him  the 
portrayal  of  the  best  in  human  thought  and 
aspiration;  it  signified  to  him  a  pen-pic- 

ture of  the  rational  lives  of  clean-minded 
men  and  women,  and  it  was  always  his  en- 

deavor to  preserve  his  ideals  in  the  realm 
of  letters. 

Appreciating  the  beauties  of  peace,  Mr. 
Post  was  practical  in  his  patriotism  and  rea- 

lized the  necessity  of  preparation.  He 
therefore  became  an  active  promoter  of  the 
affairs  of  the  local  military  organization,  the 
Thirteenth  Separate  Company,  National 
Guards  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  en- 

listed as  a  member  of  the  company  in  July, 
1887,  and  was  appointed  Quartermaster  Ser- 

geant on  the  27th  of  September  in  the  same 
year.  On  the  23rd  day  of  April,  1891,  he  was 
promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant.  This  was 
followed  by  a  First  Lieutenancy  on  the  22nd 
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day  of  January.  1892,  and  a  Captaincy  on 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1894.  He  was  with 
his  company  in  the  service  of  the  state  on 
the  occasion  of  the  swithchmen's  riot  at 
Buffalo  in  1892,  and  was  first  of  his  com- 

mand to  offer  his  services  upon  the  call  for 
troops  in  the  Spanish-American  War  in 
1898.  He  was  in  command  of  the  company 
when  it  marched  to  the  front  in  that  year 
as  Company  B  of  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry,  but  was  rejected  on  the 
regiment  reaching  Camp  Black  on  account 
of  physical  disabilities.  He  returned  to 
Jamestown  and  was  commissioned  as  Cap- 

tain of  the  One  Hundred  Thirteenth  Sepa- 
rate Company,  organized  during  the  absence 

of  the  Thirteenth  Separate  Company,  and 
was  rendered  supernumerary  on  the  20th  of 
December,  1898.  He  was  popular  with  the 
men  in  his  command,  and  gave  liberally  of 
his  time  and  talents  in  the  developing  of 
the  organization  and  infusing  it  with  the 
true  spirit  of  citizen-soldiery. 

Mr.  Post  was  an  idealist,  a  prose-poet,  and 
he  endeared  himself  to  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  by  his  uniform  courtesy  and  genuine 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  others.  This  was 

particularly  noticeable  in  his  attitude  to- 
ward those  of  a  younger  generation,  in 

whose  studies,  hopes  and  aspirations  he 
shared  with  the  enthusiasm  of  youth  and 
the  helpfulness  of  experience.  He  was  al- 

ways ready  to  lend  a  hand  in  the  promotion 
of  innocent  amusements,  as  well  as  in  the 
material  affairs  of  the  community,  and  his 
words  of  encouragement  have  lead  to  im- 

portant individual  and  colle2tive  results. 
His  influence  in  the  community  was  in  the 
direction  of  right  thinking  and  right  doing 
and  his  kindly  thought  and  expression  will 
live  long  in  the  memory  of  those  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact. 

ALONZO  KENT. 

The  third  child  and  first  son  of  Abner  and 

Jane  Hunter  Kent — whose  parents  had  four 
children — was  born  September  8,  1810,  in 
Royalton,  Windsor  County,  Vermont.  He 
moved  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  in  1832 
from  the  town  of  his  birth,  a  poor  young 
man,  and  commenced  life  as  a  teacher  of 
penmanship,  or,  as  he  was  styled  in  those 

days,  "writing  master."  The  samples  of 
his  beautiful  writing  are  in  existence  to  this 
day,  and  prized  highly  by  his  family. 

On  January  23,  1834,  he  married  one  of  his 
pupils,  Miss  Mercy  Rice,  and  the  fruit  of  this 

very  happy  marriage  was  five  children;  the 
first  and  second  died  in  infancy.  About  this 
same  time,  183.3-1834,  he  went  into  the  dry 
goods  business  and  opened  a  general  dry 
goods  store.  With  judgment,  economy  and 
close  application  to  business,  he  built  a 
very  successful  business  and  continued  to  be 
a  dry  goods  merchant  until  1853,  when  he 
associated  himself  with  Hon.  Reuben  B.  Fen- 
ton  and  Hon.  Orsel  Cook,  and  a  few  others. 
Together  these  gentlemen  founded  the 
Jamestown  Bank  (State  Bank)  with  Mr. 
Kent  as  President.  About  18G2  or  1863  the 
officers  of  the  Jamestown  Bank  applied  for 
a  charter  and  changed  the  State  Bank  to  a 
National  and  thereupon  named  it  the  First 
National  Bank,  Mr.  Kent  President.  He 
built  the  first  modern  house  in  Jamestown, 

New  York,  where  he  and  his  wife  celebrat- 
ed their  golden  wedding  in  1884.  He  was 

a  great  lover  of  music — a  gift  which  his 
children  inherited — and  he  gave  them  every 
advantage  and  encouragement  to  develop 
their  talents.  He  was  a  good  husband, 

father,  friend,  neighbor  and  citizen — a  gen- 
erous, hospitable  man  with  a  kind  heart. 

He  attended  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
was  a  good  singer.  In  1840  the  Methodist 
preacher,  having  had  trouble  with  his  choir, 
applied  to,  and  beseeched  him  to  come  over 
to  the  Methodists  and  educate  a  new  choir. 
He  consented,  organized  and  drilled  a  choir 
and  remained  with  them  a  long  time  as 
their  leader.  He  became  attached  to  that 
society,  sympathized  with  them  in  their 
troubles,  and  eventually  became  a  neces- 

sary part  and  parcel  of  the  Methodist  Church 
so  far  as  their  worldly  interests  were  con- 

cerned. He  was  always  a  liberal  giver  and 
was  the  first  to  aid  them  in  their  financial 
strait.  On  several  occasions  his  bounty  was 
magnificent.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  G.  Williams  would 
never  have  undertaken  the  building  of  that 
splendid  edifice  (the  new  Methodist  Church) 
without  the  advice  and  direct  encourage- 

ment of  Alonzo  Kent,  who  on  the  day  of 
dedication,  finding  the  society  in  debt,  gave 
them  another  thousand  dollars.  So  their 

financial  motto  was:  'We  must  do  all  we 
can — give  liberally  ourselves — Alonzo  Kent 
does  the  rest."  He  also  aided  in  the  pur- 

chase of  the  wonderful  Chautauqua  at  old 
Fair  Point,  on  the  banks  of  beautiful  Chau- 

tauqua Lake,  the  greatest  center  of  sum- 
mer education  in  the  world  today.  At  the 

time  of  the  visit  of  President  Grant  to  Chau- 
tauqua in  1875,  he  was  entertained  by  Mr. 

Kent  at  his  home  in  Jamestown.    This  hon- 
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or,  which  many  worthy  citizens  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  had  accorded  to  them, 
was  surely  not  misplaced  when  given  to  Mr. 
Kent,  a  pioneer  and  thoroughly  representa- 

tive business  man,  a  man  of  blameless  life, 
who  had  risen  to  an  independent  and  in- 

fluential position  from  a  penniless  condi- 
tion. 

He  was  very  precise  and  just  in  his  deal- 
ings and  too  much  cannot  be  said  of  his 

integrity,  intensity  and  intelligence.  Mentally 
he  was  well  poised  and  exhaled  a  kind  of 
unconscious  brotherly  love  that  won  for  him 
the  friendship  of  persons  in  all  walks  of 
life.  He  was  considered  an  authority  on  all 
business  subjects,  and  called  the  best  banker 
in  Western  New  York.  His  advice  was 
sought  for  by  persons  from  near  and  rar, 
and  he  offered  it  in  generous  help  whenever 
there  was  a  chance  for  honest  and  clear-eyed 
estimate  of  results.  His  manners  were  al- 

ways agreeable,  courteous  and  graceful;  he 
was  readily  accessible  to  any  business  op- 

ponent who  had  any  suggestion  to  make, 
and  his  term  of  office  as  President  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  left  no  memories  of 
rancor  in  the  minds  of  those  whom  he  had 
to  oppose  and  console.  In  the  memorial 
resolutions  upon  his  death  by  his  associates 
of  the  bank,  it  was  truly  said  that  the  de- 

parted had  been  an  "historic  figure"  in 
Jamestown.  He  had  been  nearly  fifty  years 
in  business  here  and  for  about  thirty 
years  President  of  the  bank.  His  death  was 
very  generally  regarded  by  the  business 
community  as  a  public  loss. 
One  of  the  great  sorrows  of  his  life  was 

the  death,  June  8,  1886,  of  his  patient  and 
faithful  wife,  who  had  been  an  invalid  for 
some  years.  However,  he  continued  to  live 
in  his  handsome  house  on  East  Fourth 
Street,  and  attended  to  his  duties  as  Presi- 

dent of  the  First  National  Bank  (now  in 
existence)  almost  up  to  the  hour  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  May  25,  1888. 

JOHN    M.  WINNBERG. 

A  Swedish-American  citizen  who  has  at- 
tained an  enviable  position  in  business  and 

fraternal  circles  in  Jamestown  is  John  M. 
Winnberg,  who  was  born  in  Leksand, 
Sweden,  June  23,  1861.  His  father,  J.  G. 
Winnberg,  came  to  America  September  5, 
1891.  He  died  June  7,  1899.  His  mother, 
Laura  M.  (Walin)  Winnberg,  is  still  living. 
After  attending  the  common  schools  and 

high  school  Mr.  Winnberg  took  a  course  in 
the  University  of  Pharmacy  in  Stockholm, 
graduating  in  1882.  He  did  apprentice  and 
laboratory  work  and  served  as  prescription 
clerk  until  1887,  when  he  came  to  America 
and  obtained  a  position  in  a  laboratory  with 
Bimer  &  Amend,  New  York,  and  afterward 

served  as  prescription  clerk  with  B.  Hirsche- 
man  of  Brooklyn  until  1889,  when  he  came 
to  Jamestown  and  began  work  in  the  phar- 

macy of  Hult  &  Swanson.  There  he  re- 
mained for  about  eighteen  months,  when 

his  services  were  engaged  by  C.  A.  Swan- 
son  &  Company,  whom  he  served  for  eight 
years.  His  present  partnership  was  formed 
April  1,  1898,  with  L.  B.  Batcheller  at  No. 
113  Main  Street.  He  passed  the  examina- 

tion of  the  New  York  City  Board  of  Phar- 
macy as  Assistant  Pharmacist  March  25, 

1888,  and  as  Pharmacist  September  20,  1889. 
While  Mr.  Winnberg  has  given  close  at- 

tention to  business  matters,  he  served  for 
three  years  as  Republican  Committeeman 
of  the  Third  Ward.  He  is  a  member  of  a 
number  of  fraternal  orders,  including  Mount 

Moriah  Lodge,  No.  145;  Jamestown  Chap- 
ter, No.  67,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Jamestown 

Council,  No.  32,  Royal  and  Select  Masons; 
Jamestown  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
No.  61;  Ishmalia  Temple,  (Buffalo),  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Buffalo  Consistory, 
Scottish  Rite  Masons;  Jamestown  Lodge, 
No.  263,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  Jamestown  Lodge,  No.  248,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  Jamestown  Lodge,  Uniformed 
Rank,  No.  36.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  New  York  State  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 

tion since  June  27,  1893. 

HONORABLE  JOHN  WOODWARD. 

By  Frank  H.  Mott. 

Among  the  men  of  whom  and  of  whose 
career  the  people  of  Chautauqua  County 
feel  justly  proud,  one  of  the  most  con- 

spicuous is  John  Woodward,  who  was  born 
in  the  Town  of  Charlotte,  Chautauqua 
County,  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1859,  and 
who  by  perseverance,  integrity  and  ability 
has  attained  to  one  of  the  most  honorable 
positions  in  the  public  life  of  the  state. 

Appointed  the  first  City  Attorney  of  the 
City  of  Jamestown  in  1886;  holding  the  posi- 

tion of  Supervisor  from  1887  to  1892;  elect- 
ed District  Attorney  of  Chautauqua  County 

in  1892;  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  by  Governor  Morton  in  1896  and 
elected  at  the  following  November  election 
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as  the  nominee  of  both  political  parties  for 
a  term  of  fourteen  years;  appointed  by  Gov- 

ernor Black  in  1897  to  the  Appellate  Divi- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Brooklyn; 

reappointed  for  the  second  period  of  five 
years  in  1902  by  Governor  Odell  and  serv- 

ing with  fidelity  and  independence  the  in- 
terests committed  to  him  is  a  summary  of 

the  official  career  of  John  Woodward. 

From  City  Attorney  to  Justice  of  the  Su- 

preme Court,  Judge  Woodward's  public  life 
has  been  signalized  by  characteristics  as 
striking  as  their  exhibition  is  rare  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  time. 

As  City  Attorney,  as  Supervisor,  as  Dis- 
trict Attorney  and  as  Judge,  he  has  exhibited 

a  sturdy  independence,  a  native  kindliness 
and  generosity  of  disposition,  a  virile  and 
aggressive  integrity  of  purpose  and  excep- 

tional intellectual  gifts.  These  characteris- 
tics, backed  up  by  common  sense  and  a  grac- 
ious personality  have  produced  in  him  a 

thoroughly  poised  character. 

At  thirty-five  years  of  age,  failing  to  re- 
ceive an  appointment  as  a  Supreme  Court 

Justice  to  which  his  friends  believed  him 

entitled  he  had  the  courage  calmly  to  de- 
mand a  nomination  over  the  Judge  who  had 

been  selected  in  his  stead  and  coming  within 
a  vote  or  two  of  winning,  with  the  best 
backing  that  the  bar  and  citizenship  of  his 
section  afforded,  it  was  a  natural  sequence 
that  he  should  be  named  by  the  Governor 
for  the  first  vacancy  which  occurred  there- 

after in  his  district.  That  he  should  then, 

after  six  months'  judicial  experience,  be 
nominated  unanimously  by  his  own,  the  Re- 

publican Party,  and  as  unanimously  en- 
dorsed by  the  Democratic  Party  in  its  judi- 

cial convention,  without  being  the  master 
of  a  political  machine  or  the  servant  of  a 
boss,  is  the  evidence  that  it  was  not  poli- 

tics, but  personality,  rectitude  and  ability 
which  were  back  of  his  ambition  and  his 
public  service.  Thus  it  appears  that  he  as 

naturally  achieved  large  th'.ngs  as  some 
men  of  many  noble  qualities  achieve  petty 
things. 

To  the  qualities  and  talents  which  are 
requisite  in  the  lawyer  and  which  befit  the 
Judge,  Judge  Woodward  adds  the  attain- 

ments and  refinements  of  literary  perception 
and  scholarly  aspiration.  Not  a  grinding 
student  of  the  law  nor  a  plodding  peruser 
of  books,  his  caste  of  mind  comprehends  the 
philosophy  of  life  no  less  than  that  of  law 
and  justice  and  his  studies  of  jurisprudence 

and  literature  serve  to  illuminate  his  legal 
opinions  and  his  public  utterances. 

As  a  friend  and  biographer  has  written  of 
him : 

"He  seeks  rather  to  energize  modern  juris- 
prudence by  compelling  it  to  meet  a  broad- 

ening conception  of  justice  and  equity.  To 
him  the  law  is  the  servant  of  society,  to  be 
administered  impartially  as  between  its 
members,  in  the  interests  of  equal  justice; 
and  he  has  the  courage  to  assert  so  much 
of  a  new  doctrine  as  may  be  necessary  in 
his  judgment  to  this  end,  thus  aiding  in 
that  evolution  of  the  law  which  is  essential 

to  its  highest  development." 
Partly  to  a  sturdy  ancestry  and  partly  to 

causes  which  may  be  understood  but  not  de- 
fined, may  be  ascribed  the  elements  which 

enter  into  the  making  of  a  man. 

In  Judge  Woodward's  case  there  was  for- 
tune in  his  progenitors,  in  his  environment 

and  in  his  training. 
The  Woodwards  lived  in  Massachusetts  in 

Colonial  and  Revolutionary  times  and  Judge 

Woodward's  greatgrandfather,  whose  sur- 
name was  John,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 

tionary War,  serving  in  a  Massachusetts 

regiment.  Judge  Woodward  on  his  mother's side  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Cotton 

Mather  family,  his  grandmother's  name  be- 
ing Sarah  Mather.  He  is  a  grandson  of  John 

Woodward,  who  in  1835  represented  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  the  New  York  State  As- 

sembly. His  parents  were  Daniel  S.  and 
Cornelia  (Lake)  Woodward,  his  mother  be- 

ing a  sister  of  the  late  Henry  C.  Lake  of 
Fredonia,  who  for  many  years  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Chautauqua  County  and 

with  whom,  after  his  mother's  death  in  1871, 
Judge  Woodward  lived  while  attending  the 
Fredonia  Normal  School  and  studying  law 
in  the  office  of  Morris  &  Lambert. 

Judge  Woodward's  father  died  in  1870  in 
Kansas,  to  which  state  the  family  had 
moved  from  Michigan  where  Judge  Wood- 

ward spent  several  years  during  his  youth. 
Graduating  from  the  Fredonia  Normal 

School  in  1878  and  being  President  of  his 
class;  teaching  the  village  school  at  i^aona 
the  following  winter  and  doing  it  so  well 
that  its  memory  has  ever  been  pleasant  to 
the  teacher,  his  pupils  and  the  community; 
studying  law  in  the  office  of  Morris  &  Lam- 

bert at  Fredonia,  the  law  firm  being  com- 
posed of  Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris,  after- 
wards State  Senator,  and  Hon.  John  S. 

Lambert,  who  later  became  a  Justice  of 

the    Supreme    Court;    attending    the  Uni- 
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versity  of  the  City  of  New  York  and 
being  graduated  therefrom  in  1881,  Juage 
Woodward  began  his  professional  career  at 
Fredonia  just  twenty  years  before  the  end 
of  the  first  century  of  Chautauqua  County 
history.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1883  that  he 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Jamestown, 
where  he  now  lives.  During  his  career  as 
a  lawyer  he  was  associated  in  practice  with 
Walter  L.  Sessions  and  Bleazer  Green. 
Membership  in  numerous  New  York  and 

Brooklyn  Clubs;  of  the  Elks  of  Jamestown 
and  of  the  Jamestown  Club;  the  Orpheus 
Singing  Society;  the  Bllicott  Club;  the 
Buffalo  Club;  the  Citizens  Club  of  Fredonia 
and  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  indicate 
the  social  and  fraternal  side  of  Judge  Wood- 

ward's nature. 
On  May  26,  188G,  Judge  Woodward  was 

united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Eliza  Barker, 
the  only  child  of  the  Hon.  George  Barker 
of  Fredonia,  whose  ideal  life  as  citizen  and 
distinguished  career  as  a  Justice  of  tne 
Supreme  Court  is  treasured  alike  by  nis 
family  and  his  fellowmen.  Judge  Wood- 

ward's home  life  is  charming  in  its  simplic- 
ity and  appropriateness  to  his  station.  The 

two  daugnters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodward, 
Elizabeth  and  Frances,  are  now  in  school. 

EARL  H.  HILL. 
Earl  H.  Hill,  founder  and  director  of  the 

widely  known  Hill's  Piano  School  in  James- 
town, was  born  at  Bear  Lake,  Pennsylvania, 

January  8,  18G4.  His  father,  Rev.  John  Hill, 
was  born  in  Clymer  Village,  this  county, 
August  11,  1834;  began  to  preach  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years  and  was  among  the  first 
United  Brethren  preachers  in  the  county, 
and  the  founder  of  many  churches  of  his 
denomination  in  this  and  adjoining  counties. 
He  was  also  the  moving  spirit  in  establish- 

ing Sugar  Grove  Seminary  in  Pennsylvania 
and  its  real  founder,  he  having  conceived  and 
fostered  the  idea  of  an  educational  institu- 

tion in  this  locality  under  the  patronage  of 
his  denomination. 

Earl  H.  Hill  has  from  childhood  been  a 
great  lover  of  music,  and  commenced  to 
play  the  organ  in  church  when  thirteen 
years  of  age,  giving  his  first  music  lesson  at 
fifteen.  He  graduated  from  the  Department 
of  Music  of  Otterbein  University  of  Ohio 
June  6,  1883,  and  for  proficiency  in  piano, 
violin  and  musical  theory  received  the  de- 

gree of  Master  of  Music.  He  assumed  the 
directorship    of   the    Conservatory  Depart- 

ment of  Sugar  Grove  (Pennsylvania)  Sem- 
inary in  September,  1884,  and  remained 

there  until  1897.  During  most  of  these 
years  he  was  also  Vice  President  of  the 
Seminary.  In  June,  1891,  he  was  unani- 

mously elected  Professor  of  Music  in  Otter- 
bein University  and  director  of  the  Conserv- 

atory. This  position  came  as  an  agreeable 
surprise,  having  been  entirely  unsought,  but 
was  declined  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Trus- 

tees of  Sugar  Grove  Seminary. 

In  June,  1897  Mr.  Hill  resigned  his  posi- 
tion in  Sugar  Grove  and  opened  piano  stud- 
ios in  Jamestown.  The  work  rapidly  ex- 

panded and  September  20,  1900,  Hill's  Piano 
School  was  opened  to  the  public  in  rooms 
especially  designed  for  its  use  in  the  New 
Fenton  building  at  Main  and  Second  streets. 

Mr.  Hill  has  a  school  as  finely  equipped 

as  those  of  cities  much  larger  than  James- 
town. He  has  eight  pianos  and  three  assist- 
ants. His  ability  and  the  excellence  of  his 

methods  and  his  school  are  appreciated  by 
an  increasing  number  of  persons  each  year. 
He  has  an  excellent  patronage,  some  of  his 
pupils  coming  from  far  distant  states. 

Mr.  Hill's  work  as  a  teacher  has  received 
the  commendation  of  the  leading  American 
pianists  and  music  journals,  his  pedagogical 
productions  have  appeared  in  the  leading 
music  periodicals  and  by  invitation  he  has 
presented  his  views  before  some  of  the  most 
prominent  musical  societies  in  the  United 
States. 

A  novel  feature  of  Mr.  Hill's  school  is  the 
ensemble  department.  It  is  designed  to  sup- 

plement and  complete  the  private  lesson  and 
theory  departments.  Students  entering  it 
are  organized  into  classes  of  twelve,  each 
meeting  for  instruction  and  practice  every 
week.  The  lessons  are  conducted  by  Mr. 
Hill  who  has  provided  on  the  rostrum  in  his 
studio  six  pianos  for  the  use  of  these  piano- 
orchestras.  They  take  up  especially  the 
study  of  symphonies  and  other  orchestral 
and  operatic  compositions  not  neglecting  the 
lighter  and  daintier  selections  as  they  fur- 

nish variety  and  recreation.  Nearly  all  of 
these  important  compositions  have  been  ar- 

ranged as  piano  quartets  and  the  piano-or- 
chestras are  in  reality  triple  quartets.  They 

play  in  school  concerts  and  at  the  informal 
weekly  recitals  and  their  performances  are 
equally  instructive  and  interesting  to  stu- 

dents in  all  departments  of  the  school. 
Mr.  Hill  is  an  attendant  of  the  Presbyter- 

ian Church.  He  was  married  August  26, 
1897,  to  Miss  Anna  Malvena  Schott  of  Pleas- 
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antville,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Hill  is  a  bril- 
liant pianist  and  has  proved  an  able  assist- 

ant to  her  husband. 

Many  excellent  testimonials  relative  to 

Mr.  Hill's  educational  institution  have  been 
given  by  the  press  in  the  attention  due  to 
musical  matters.  The  Jamestown  Journal 

said:  "Hill's  Piano  School  merits  univer- 
sal approbation.  In  plan,  scope  and  prac- 

tice, in  situation,  equipment  and  facilities, 
it  ranks  as  first  class.  The  Journal  in 
commending  the  school,  Mr.  Hill  and  his 
assistants,  does  so  with  good  will  and  sin- 

cerity, and  but  voices  the  opinion  of  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  tbe  institution,  its 
founder  and  the  good  work  that  has  been 
and  is  being  accomplished  in  higher  musi- 

cal education." 
The  New  York  Musical  Courier  of  No- 

vember 23,  1904,  said:  "No  finer  school 
can  be  found  in  New  York  State1,  and  it  de- 

serves to  be  widely  known."  The  Portland, 
(Maine),  Sunday  Telegram  of  September 

18,  1904,  said  of  Mr.  Hill's  work:  "No  less 
than  six  Portland  musicians  have  studied 
under  this  instructor  and  considerable  in- 

terest attaches  to  his  methods  here.  *  *  * 
His  work  is  attracting  much  attention  as 
was  shown  by  the  large  attendance  of  teach- 

ers from  several  states  and  Canada  at  the 

summer  school."  (July  and  August,  1904.) 
The  Jamestown  Evening  Journal,  January 

1,  1898,  said:  "The  surroundings  which  Mr. 
Hill  has  placed  about  him  are  exceedingly 
attractive.  *  *  *  He  does  not  believe 
in  an  unchanging  method,  and  has  no  fads. 
He  treats  his  students  as  individuals  and 
suits  his  instruction  to  their  particular 

needs." 

JOHN  GALLOWAY. 

A  gentleman  who  is  held  in  kind  regard 
by  all  the  foremost  citizens  of  Jamestown 
and  very  many  others,  as  his  acquaintance 
is  wide  and  extensive,  is  John  Galloway. 
He  was  born  in  Mauvus,  Province  of  On- 

tario, Canada,  in  June,  1843.  His  father 
was  John  and  his  mother  Mary  (Wilson) 
Galloway.  The  former  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years  and  the  latter  to  eighty- 
three,  the  ancestors  on  both  sides  being 
noted  for  their  longevity. 

Mr.  Galloway  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  when  nineteen  years  old 

engaged  in  the  oil  business,  which  he  has 
followed  to  the  present  time.    He  has  been 

a  prominent  figure  in  all  of  the  oil  fields,  as 
a  buyer,  and  otherwise,  and  has  made  a 
reputation  as  a  field  man  or  oil  scout  with 
which  all  men  interested  in  the  business  are 
familiar.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  he  has 
been  successful  in  this  and  in  his  vari- 

ous related  interests,  mining,  lumbering 
and  hotels.  He  has  had  a  very  active  life, 
and  in  the  oil  business  he  stands  forth 
almost  alone  as  a  transporter  of  the  fluid, 
there  being  but  few  individuals  engaged  in 
the  transportation  business  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Galloway  is  known  as  one  of  the  most 
liberal  and  hospitable  entertainers  in  James- 

town, and  with  his  genial  and  jovial  nature 
he  delights  to  entertain  his  friends  at  his 
elegant  and  sumptuously  furnished  home, 
corner  Fifth  and  Liberty  Streets,  singly, 

in  pairs,  groups,  or  frequently  an  entire  so- 
cial organization  in  a  body,  like  the  James- 

town Club.  As  might  be  expected  of  one  of 
his  tastes  and  temperament,  he  is  an  unus- 

ually generous  giver  to  churches,  and  he 
does  not  restrict  his  giving  to  one  denomi- 

nation, but  passes  around  his  benefactions, 

that  all  may  share.  Mr.  Galloway's  social 
proclivities  have  made  him  prominent  in  the 
leading  fraternal  orders.  He  is  a  member 
of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  and  all  the  Masonic 
Lodges  up  to  and  including  the  Shriners. 
He  married  Sarah  Calhoun,  daughter  of 
Prof.  John  Calhoun,  at  Andover,  Michigan, 

January  28,  1868.  They  have  had  two  child- 
ren, Grace,  who  died  seven  years  ago,  and 

Fred  J.,  who  is  interested  with  his  father  in 
various  enterprises  and  who  has  developed 
first  class  business  abilities. 

JOHN  MARVIN  BROOKS,  M.  D. 

John  Marvin  Brooks,  M.  D.,  a  widely 
known  physician  of  Jamestown,  was  born 
at  Ellington,  this  county,  December  19, 
185G.  His  father  was  Dr.  James  Brooks  and 
his  mother  Melonia  (Bent)  Brooks.  He 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Wooster,  O.,  in  the  spring 
of  1891,  and  began  practice  in  Ellington. 
He  removed  to  Jamestown  May  1,  1895, 
where  he  has  since  conducted  medical  prac- 

tice and  has  made  for  himself  an  enviable 
name  in  his  profession.  Dr.  Brooks  married 
E.  Bessie  Cook  of  Gerry  March  12,  1884. 
Their  children  are  Mary  Kate  Brooks,  born 
July  29,  1897,  and  Lillian  Emily  Brooks, 
born  October  28,  1899.  Doctor  Brooks  at- 

tends the  Congregational  Church. 



JOJIX  GALLOWAY 



FRANK  O.  ANDERSON 



JAMESTOWN. 801 

FRANK  O.  ANDERSON. 

Frank  Olouis  Anderson,  who  has  an  un- 
usual history  of  success  as  a  manufacturer, 

was  born  in  the  Province  of  Smoland, 
Sweden,  January,  1,  1870,  and  came  to 
Jamestown  in  May,  1888,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  His  parents,  Andrew  and  Mary 
Olsen  Anderson,  came  to  Jamestown  in 
1900.  After  his  arrival  here  the  young  man 
worked  four  months  in  a  factory  and  then 
nine  months  on  a  farm,  later  attending 

night  school  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Jamestown.  He  worked  sev- 

eral years  in  furniture  factories  and  having 

served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  cabinet  mak- 
er before  coming  to  America,  Mr.  Anderson 

selected  as  a  business  the  making  of  furni- 
ture. In  1894  he  embarked  in  business  with 

Frank  O.  Norquist,  C.  J.  Norquist,  F.  P. 
Johnson  and  C.  M.  Johnson.  He  was  pos- 

sessed of  much  energy  and  remarkable  apti- 
tude for  this  work,  and  bought  the  interest 

of  one  partner  after  another  until  he  be- 
came the  sole  proprietor  of  the  Empire  Fur- 

niture Company,  whose  factory  is  at  12G 

Foote  Avenue.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  men  are  employed  in  this  factory,  where 
is  manufactured  all  kinds  of  bedroom  furni- 

ture. The  products  of  the  Empire  Furniture 
Company  are  of  high  order  and  are  widely 
known  to  the  trade  for  their  excellence. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a  very  active  man,  of  a 
highly  cultivated  social  nature  and  fine 
business  qualities.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Bank  of  Jamestown;  a  member  of  Mount 

Moriah  Lodge  and  all  the  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonry up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second; 

he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Jamestown  Club, 

the  Jamestown  Lodge  of  Elks,  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  an 

attendant  at  the  Swedish  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

Mr.  Anderson's  career  as  a  self-made  man, 
who  came  here  from  a  land  across  the  sea 
when  a  youth,  and  practically  without 

means,  and  has  worked  his  way  to  emi- 
nence, should  be  an  inspiration  to  other 

young  men  whose  outlook  in  life  is  not  bril- 
liant. Mr.  Anderson  married  Amelia  S. 

Norquist,  daughter  of  C.  J.  Norquist  of  this 

city,  June  3,  1893.  Their  children  are  Vir- 
ginia E.,  Paul  M.  and  Eunice  A. 

JOHN  S.  ANDERSON. 

Among  the  substantial  Swedish  citizens 
who  by  their  unaided  efforts  have  become 
actively  identified  with  the  business  inter- 

ests of  Jamestown,  is  John  S.  Anderson,  a 
native  of  Smoland,  Sweden,  and  a  resident 
of  Jamestown  since  1887. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  October  10,  18G7. 
He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  Olsen 
Anderson.  His  early  education  was  ob- 

tained in  the  public  schools  of  Sweden  and 

in  passing  it  may  be  said  that  it  was  subse- 
quently supplemented  by  a  course  of  study 

in  the  night  school  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Jamestown. 

Like  many  another  resident  of  the  old 
country  Mr.  Anderson  had  heard  of  the 
opportunities  open  to  the  industrious  in 
America  and  decided  to  avail  himself  of 
these  opportunities  as  speedily  as  possible, 

and  so  having  learned  the  cabinet  makers' 
trade,  he  located  in  Jamestown  in  1887, 
some  little  time  before  he  had  attained  his 
majority. 

Mr.  Anderson  obtained  employment  in 
one  of  the  factories  and  by  diligent  atten- 

tion to  his  duties  acquired  a  familiarity  with 
business  methods  which  in  1895  qualified  him 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Jamestown  Slid- 

ing Blind  Company,  a  concern  which  manu- 
factured all  kinds  of  fine  hardwood  interior 

finish  for  dwelling  houses,  offices,  business 
blocks,  etc.,  etc.  He  remained  a  member 
of  this  firm  until  1900  when  the  plant  was 

destroyed  by  fire.  He  then  engaged  in  bus- 
iness for  himself  under  the  firm  name  of 

The  Anderson  Company,  and  this  firm  which 
has  a  place  of  business  on  East  Second 
Street,  does  cabinet  work,  special  furniture, 
doors,  and  all  kinds  of  interior  work. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 

C.  Soderquist,  daughte.'  of  Carl  and  Mary 
Soderquist  of  Jamestown,  March  8,  1889. 
They  have  four  children:  John  W.,  Marvin, 
Margaret  and  Eveline.  He  is  a  member  of 
Jamestown  Tent,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Jamestown. 

This  in  brief  is  a  sketch  of  the  career  of 
Mr.  Anderson.  It  serves  to  show  how  indus- 

try and  ambition  has  brought  him  success 
in  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and  those  who 
know  him  will  concede  that  this  success  is 
deserved. 
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JUDGE  ORSELL  COOK. 

Orsell  Cook  was  born  in  Wells,  Rutland 
County,  Vermont,  February  23,  1807,  and 
died  in  Jamestown  July  1,  1895.  He  was 
the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Eunice  (Good- 
speed)  Cook.  In  1812  his  parents  moved  to 
Danby,  Tioga  County,  New  York,  and  re- 

mained there  until  the  spring  of  1817.  From 
Danby  the  family  moved  to  Silver  Lake, 
then  to  Perry,  New  York,  and  in  1829  came 
to  Busti.  Orsell  Cook  did  not  accompany 
them  to  this  county  but  followed  in  com- 

pany with  his  sister  a  year  later,  coming 
down  Chautauqua  Lake  from  Mayville  and 
landing  at  a  dock  some  distance  above  what 
is  now  known  as  Goose  Creek,  whence  they 
followed  a  path  through  the  forest  to  the 
family  home. 

In  1832  the  subject  of  this  sketch  taught 
school  at  Lakewood,  and  in  1833  he  com- 

menced the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  Richard 
P.  Marvin  and  Samuel  A.  Brown  in  James- 

town, and  from  that  day  until  his  death 
was  actively  identified  with  the  Chautau- 

qua County  Bar.  During  his  sixty  years 
of  legal  practice  he  had  only  been  associat- 

ed as  law  partner  with  four  men,  Lorenzo 
P.  Morris,  Clark  R.  Lockwood,  Jerome  B. 
Fisher  and  Arthur  C.  Wade.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  well- 
known  law  firm  of  Cook,  Fisher  &  Wade. 
The  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  did  not 
often  appear  in  court  but  was  daily  at  his 
office.  He  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  his 
law  studies  and  active  in  consultation  with 

his  legal  associates,  when  his  advice  was  al- 
ways considered  invaluable.  In  18-44  he  was 

appointed  Surrogate  of  Chautauqua  County 
by  Governor  Bouck,  which  position  he  held 
for  three  years.  He  was  elected  County 
Judge  in  1862  and  was  re-elected  for  a  sec- 

ond term  in  18GG. 

Judge  Cook  was  married  in  1839  to  Ann 
M.  Tew.  To  this  union  was  born  three 
children:  Mrs.  John  T.  Wilson,  (deceased), 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Price  and  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Breed  of  Jamestown.  His  wife  having  died 
he  was  again  married  in  1849  to  Eliza  L. 
Reed  Dexter,  who  died  January  14,  1903. 
Of  this  union  one  son,  Willis  O.  Cook,  sur- 
vives. 

His  figure  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
most  familiar  of  any  in  the  professional 
and  business  lists  of  Jamestown.  His  abili- 

ties as  a  lawyer,  his  great  wealth,  his  ad- 
vanced age,  his  vigor  and  activity  gave  him 

a  position  of  note  in  this  section.    He  pos- 

sessed strong  characteristics  which  im- 
pressed themselves  deeply  upon  those  as- 
sociated with  him.  He  was  a  man  of  decid- 

ed convictions  and  was  outspoken  in  their 
expression. 

BENJAMIN   S.  DEAN. 

By  Clare  A.  Pickard. 

To  have  produced  a  lasting  influence  upon 
the  life  of  a  progressive  community  is  the 
good  fortune  of  but  few  men.  Personal  pop- 

ularity is  likely  to  prove  but  a  vanishing 
shadow,  and  only  the  man  of  rare  personal- 

ity and  unique  individuality  makes  a  per- 
manent impression.  It  is  not  too  much  to 

say  that  such  a  man  is  Benjamin  S.  Dean, 
and  evidences  are  not  lacking  that  the  fut- 

ure will  recognize  the  true  relation  which 
he  bears  to  the  civic  life  of  Jamestown. 
When  the  idea  of  municipal  ownership  of 

essential  monopolies  was  largely  the  "dream 
of  enthusiasts"  in  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Dean  by  persistent  and  able  discussion 
through  his  newspaper,  The  Morning  News, 
created  a  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  this 
economic  idea  which  resulted  in  good  time 
in  the  municipal  ownership  of  the  electric 
lighting  plant,  as  well  as  of  the  water  sup- 

ply of  the  community.  An  appreciative 
friend,  who  has  been  closely  identified  with 

Mr.  Dean's  career,  writing  of  the  latter's 
connection  with  The  News,  says: 

"The  convincing  series  of  editorials  pub- 
lished in  The  News  on  the  subject  of  mu- 
nicipal ownership  of  essential  monopolies 

would,  if  they  had  appeared  in  the  Metro- 
politan press,  have  won  for  him  a  large 

measure  of  enduring  fame.  *  *  *  His 
pen  was  so  trenchant,  his  career  so  con- 

sistent, and  his  integrity  so  unimpeachable, 
that  he  became  and  remained  a  power  in 

the  community.  Not'iing  could  turn  him 
from  his  course,  and  his  unyielding  persist- 

ence and  his  unflinching  dauntlessness,  ren- 
dered him,  perhaps,  the  most  formidable 

figure  in  Western  New  York.  Though  often 
in  financial  distress,  he  held  his  straight 
course,  nor  yielded  an  inch  to  the  tempter. 
He  proved  himself  not  only  unconquerable, 

but  unpurchasable  as  well." It  could  not  be  otherwise  than  that  a  pen 
so  vigorous  and  a  character  so  invulnerable 
should  have  a  wide  spread  influence  in  di- 

recting political  forces.  In  Chautauqua 
County,  the  Fiftieth  Senatorial  District  and 
the    old    Thirty-fourth    Congressional  Dis- 
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trict,  the  results  of  Mr.  Dean's  activities 
are  so  well  remembered  as  to  need  no  spe- 

cial amplification.  It  may  be  said,  however, 
that  these  activities  reveal  an  element  in 
his  nature  not  often  mentioned,  and  seldom 
fully  appreciated.  Beyond  the  aggressive 
pen  was  the  modest  and  unselfish  man  who 
was  quite  content  with  being  a  leader  in 
contests  where  other  men  wore  the  honors 
of  the  combat. 

Mr.  Dean  is  the  eldest  son  of  Philo  N.  and 
Rosella  (Fisher)  Dean,  and  was  born  at 
Randolph,  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York, 
May  10,  18G0.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
after  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 

tion in  the  common  schools,  he  began  an 
apprenticeship  as  a  printer  in  the  office  of 
the  Randolph  Register.  Later  he  engaged 
at  his  trade  in  the  lower  oil  country  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  while  thus  engaged  he 
began  writing  for  the  local  newspapers 
upon  political  topics,  while  yet  a  boy  of  sev- 

enteen years  of  age.  In  1879  he  began  work 
as  a  reporter  on  the  Olean  Daily  Times,  and 
subsequently  became  city  editor  of  the  Olean 
Daily  Herald.  In  1882  Mr.  Dean  returned  to 
Randolph,  purchasing  a  half  interest  in  The 
Register,  which  he  edited  for  a  period  of 
something  over  two  years,  when  he  came 
to  Jamestown  and  accepted  the  position  of 
city  editor  of  the  Jamestown  Morning  News. 
After  two  weeks  of  this  employment  Mr. 
Dean,  in  company  with  others,  purchased 
The  News,  and  from  that  time  up  to  1897, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  while 
filling  the  office  of  delegate  to  the  Constitu- 

tional Convention  in  1894,  he  was  actively 
engaged  as  the  editor  of  that  newspaper. 
Subsequently  Mr.  Dean  took  up  the  study 
of  the  law,  having  for  many  years  discussed 
constitutional  questions  in  connection  with 
public  affairs,  and  in  1902  was  admitted  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  forming  a 
partnership  with  Clare  A.  Pickard  for  that 
purpose  in  March  of  that  year,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  identified  with  much  of 
the  important  litigation  of  the  city.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  State  Bar  Association  and 

of  the  Lawyers'  Club  of  Buffalo,  as  well  as 
of  the  Jamestown  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Dean  and  Miss  Emyle  C.  Blaisdell  of 
Attica,  New  York,  were  joined  in  marriage 
on  the  27th  day  of  June,  1883,  one  daughter, 
Bonny  B.  Dean,  now  a  student  at  Mt.  Holy- 
oke  College,  having  been  born  to  them. 

As  a  member  of  the  Constitutionl  Con- 
vention of  1894,  Mr.  Dean  attended  every 

session  of  the  deliberation  of  the  body  which 
formulated  the  fundamental  law  of  the  state. 

During  the  six  months'  session  of  the  con- 
vention, on  the  floor,  in  the  debates  and  in 

the  work  of  the  various  committees  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  Mr.  Dean  rendered 
great  service  to  the  state.  His  clear  insight 
into  cardinal  principles  of  government,  -his 
intellectual  energy  and  his  grasp  of  large 
problems  caused  him,  early  in  the  session, 
to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  strong  men  of 
the  convention. 

In  two  of  the  greatest  professions,  jour- 
nalism and  the  law,  Mr.  Dean  has  attained 

an  enviable  position.  As  an  editor  and  as  a 
contributor  to  the  journals  devoted  to  eco- 

nomics and  public  law,  he  had  discussed 
subjects  covering  a  wide  field,  and  always 
with  the  directness  and  force  which  proceeds 
only  from  conviction,  and  his  wonderful  ca- 

pacity for  intellectual  labor  and  scholarly 
research  is  a  constant  source  of  astonish- 

ment even  among  his  most  intimate  friends. 

To  the  writer  Mr.  Dean's  aggressive  atti- 
tude upon  public  questions  and  his  great 

gifts  of  mind  are  less  appealing  than  the 
deep  simplicity  and  sincerity  of  his  nature, 
which  combine  in  making  him  constant  in 
his  friendships  and  charming  in  the  private 
life  he  leads.  He  is  one  of  the  few  men 
who,  having  high  ideals,  is  ever  ready  to 
make  the  sacrifice  which  their  assertion 
may  require,  and  while  this  often  results 
in  the  loss  of  superficial  friends,  it  is  the 
key-note  to  his  character  and  gives  force  to 
his  utterances  upon  all  questions  of  a  pub- 

lic or  private  nature.  He  is  never  so  hap- 
pily occupied  as  when  engaged  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  young,  in  whose  lofty  ambi- 

tions he  deeply  sympathizes,  and  is  ever 
ready  to  give  encouragement  and  advice 
to  those  whom  he  believes  to  be  seeking 
honorable  position  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Dean's  faculty  for  lucid  statement 
and  compact  reasoning,  has  seldom  been  sur- 

passed. His  mind  is  original,  creative,  in- 
incessantly  active;  his  industry  as  unweary- 

ing as  his  fertility  is  inexhaustable :  but 
great  as  are  his  intellectual  powers,  his 
chief  strength  comes  from  the  depth  and 
earnestness  of  his  moral  convictions. 

Independent  without  self  assertion;  cour- 
ageous without  bravado;  conscientious  with- 

out pharisaism;  zealous  in  the  performance 
of  every  duty;  radical  in  his  convictions; 
patriotic  in  every  thought,  he  maintains 
the  highest  standard  of  purity  and  honor. 
Reserved  and  distant  in  manner  to  the 

world  at  large,  he  is  genial  and  delightful 
to  the  intimate  circle  whom  he  calls  friends. 
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ELLIOT  C.  HALL. 

Elliot  Chapin  Hall  was  born  in  Jamestown, 
New  York,  April  29,  1838.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  five  children  of  William  and 
Julia  Jones  Hall.  His  early  life  was  passed 

upon  his  father's  farm  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  village.  He  attended  the 
Jamestown  Academy  of  which  E.  A.  Dick- 

inson was  Principal  and  Miss  H.  N.  Hazel- 
tine  Preceptress.  Among  his  classmates 
were  the  late  David  N.  Marvin  and  Cole- 

man E.  Bishop,  also  Dr.  Lewis  H.  Hazeltine 
of  Michigan,  and  George  M.  Standish  of 
Florence,  Italy.  He  was  associated  with  his 
brother,  W.  C.  J.  Hall,  in  selling  drugs  and 
books  for  about  two  years.  When  the  way 
opened  for  him  to  go  on  with  his  studies  in 
the  fall  of  1857  he  went  to  the  Delaware 
Literary  Institute  in  Franklin,  New  York, 
where  he  completed  his  preparation  for  col- 

lege. The  following  year  he  entered  Yale 
College  from  which  he  graduated  in  18G2. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the 
Yale  Divinity  School  where  he  remained  for 
two  years  and  then  went  to  the  Union  Theo- 

logical Seminary  in  New  York,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  18G5.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  As- 

sociation which  met  in  the  Broadway  Tab- 
ernacle, of  which  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  P. 

Thompson  was  pastor,  and  was  ordained  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry  in  June.  186G. 
After  about  fourteen  years  in  which  he 

served  Congregational  Churches  in  Farm- 
ington,  Pennsylvania.  Otto  and  Kiantone, 
New  York,  he  was  called  home  by  the  seri- 

ous illness  of  his  father  who  died  the  fol- 
lowing year.  Having  been  made  an  admin- 

istrator of  his  father's  estate  he  has  resided 
at  the  old  homestead  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Hall  has  kept  in  touch  with  the 
churches  of  his  denomination  as  he  has  con- 

tinued in  the  office  of  Registrar  of  the 
Western  New  York  Association  since  his 
first  election  in  1SGG.  In  token  of  his  in- 

terest in  missions  he  was  elected  a  corporate 
member  of  the  American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  For  the  last  twelve  years  he  has 
been  clerk  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Jamestown,  of  which  he  is  an  ac- 

tive member.  He  has  been  a  member  of 

the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  since  its  organization, 
and  is  now  serving  as  President  of  the 
Board.  He  has  recently  been  elected  Presi- 

dent of  the  Associated  Charities  of  the  city, 
and  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua County  Trust  Company  and  a  Trus- 
tee of  the  Prendergast  Library  Association. 

In  January,  1905,  Mr.  Hall  was  elected  a 
Trustee  of  Chautauqua  Institution. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Tirzah  Snell, 

daughter  of  Prof.  E.  S.  Snell  of  Amherst 
College,  July  24,  18G7.  To  them  have  been 
born  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive, 
Martha  S.,  a  teacher  in  Wells  College;  El- 

liot S.,  an  assistant  in  chemistry  in  Chicago 
University,  and  Tirzah  H.,  who  is  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

To  the  various  religious  and  philanthropic 
movements  with  which  Mr.  Hall  has  been 
connected  he  has  been  exceedingly  gener- 

ous with  both  his  means  and  time.  To  no 

other  man  does  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Jamestown  owe  so  much. 
He  has  been  its  most  liberal  contributor  in 
money  and  has  given  unsparingly  of  his 
time  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs. 

WILLIAM  HALL. 

William  Hall,  the  seventh  of  twelve  child- 
ren born  to  William  and  Abigail  (Pease) 

Hall,  was  born  in  Wardsboro,  Vermont,  Au- 
gust 17,  1793.  Both  his  parents  were  natives 

of  Massachusetts  and  were  characterized 
by  great  energy,  industry  and  enterprise. 
His  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 

ary War,  holding  the  rank  of  Captain.  Soon 
after  he  attained  his  majority  he  started  for 
Western  New  York,  where  several  from 
his  native  town  had  already  gone.  He 

passed  his  first  winter  with  his  older  broth- 
er James  who  had  located  in  the  year  1811 

in  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Ellicott  which 
afterwards  became  Carroll,  and  later,  Kian- 

tone. He  began  his  career  as  a  lumberman 
by  making  shingles  which  he  took  down 
the  river  to  Pittsburg  on  a  raft  on  which 
he  worked  his  passage.  In  181G  he  came 
to  Jamestown,  whi  h  then  contained  less 
than  a  dozen  families,  and  was  for  a  time 
connected  with  the  store  and  hotel  of  Elisha 
Allen.  In  the  year  1822  he  bought  of  Nathan 
Kidder,  for  three  hundred  dollars,  the  lot 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third  Streets, 
where  the  Prendergast  block  now  stands, 
on  which  was  an  unfinished  frame  building: 
this  he  completed  and  opened  as  a  hotel, 
having  entered  into  partnership  with  Solo- 
man  Jones,  Sr.  In  1828  he  removed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  outlet  where  he  had  pur- 

chased a  tract  of  land,  but  continued  the 
business  of  a  lumber  dealer,  shipping  large 
quantities  of  lumber  to  southern  markets. 
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In  1857  he  bought  of  A.  F.  Hawley  the  lot 
and  building  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Third  Streets.  The  building, 
which  was  of  wood,  having  burned  in  the 
disastrous  fire  which  destroyed  a  number 
of  buildings  in  18G0,  he  replaced  it  with  a 
substantial  brick  structure  now  known  as 
the  Hall  block.  He  was  prominent  in  all 
efforts  to  improve  the  business  facilities  in 
the  town  in  which  he  lived. 

He  was  a  director  and  Vice  President  of 

the  Erie  and  New  York  City  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  was  merged  in  the  Atlantic  and 

Great  Western  Railway  and  later  became 
the  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
which  is  now  a  section  of  the  main  line  of 
the  Erie  between  New  York  and  Chicago. 
He  was  an  active  stockholder  in  the  Dun- 

kirk and  Jamestown  Plank  Road  Company 
and  for  a  number  of  years  a  director  in  the 
Chautauqua  County  National  Bank. 

In  1873,  when  already  well  advanced  in 
years  he  entered  into  the  project  of  building 
an  alpaca  mill,  an  enterprise  comparatively 
new  in  this  country  but  which  has  developed 
into  one  of  the  most  important  industries 
of  the  city.  This  mill  now  bears  the  name 
of  the  Jamestown  Worsted  Mills.  Although 

Mr.  Hall  was  not  the  originator  of  the  en- 
terprise, it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  one  con- 
tributed more  to  its  success  than  he.  His 

knowledge  acquired  by  long  experience  in 
building,  his  sound  judgment  and  energy, 
together  with  his  capital,  were  all  devoted 
to  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 

While  yet  a  young  man  he  attained  the 
rank  of  Colonel  in  the  New  York  State 

Militia,  but  being  without  military  ambi- 
tion he  soon  resigned  his  commission. 

Although  deeply  interested  in  the  political 
welfare  of  his  country  he  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  tricks  of  politicians,  and  having 
acceptably  filled  the  office  of  town  Super- 

visor, his  political  ambition  was  satisfied. 
Personally  Mr.  Hall  was  characterized  by 

great  physical  strength,  temperate  habits 
(using  neither  liquor  nor  tobacco),  untiring 
industry,  indomitable  energy  and  persever- 

ance and  unswerving  integrity;  these  com- 
bined with  prudence,  economy  and  sound 

judgment,  achieved  for  him  a  large  meas- 
ure of  success  as  a  business  man.  He  was 

a  friend  of  education,  of  temperance,  of 
human  rights  and  religion.  He  contributed 
liberally  for  the  erection  of  houses  of  wor- 

ship and  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  and 
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was  always,  when  able,  in  his  seat  on  the 
Sabbath,  in  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
was  greatly  attached  to  his  home  and  his 
friends,  though  not  wont  to  mike  great 
demonstration  of  his  feelings. 
He  was  married  July  4,  1824,  to  Julia, 

daughter  of  Solomon  Jones,  Esq.,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children.  He  died  July  6,  4880. 
His  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  January 
18,  1888. 

REV.  JULIUS  LINCOLN. 

The  people  of  no  nationality  in  the  United 
States  are  more  devout  than  those  of  Swed- 

ish nativity  and  ancestry.  The  fervency 
and  sincerity  of  their  religious  worship  is 
a  matter  of  wide  observation  and  knowl- 

edge. Rev.  Julius  Lincoln,  pastor  of  the 
First  Lutheran  Church  in  this  city,  has  a 
history  which  is  in  many  ways  remarkable, 
and  he  is  probably  the  best  known  Swedish 
clergyman  of  his  age  in  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  at  Lindsborg,  Kansas,  Septem- 

ber 20,  1872,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  later  Bethany  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1891.  He  con- 

tinued his  studies  at  Augustana  Theological 
Seminary,  Park  Island,  Illinois,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1895.  That  same  year  he 
received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
Bethany  College.  In  1895-1896  he  was  en- 

rolled in  the  post-graduate  department  of 
Yale  University. 

Mr.  Lincoln  early  made  choice  of  the  min- 
isterial profession  and  he  pursued  studies 

and  work  in  this  direction  while  he  was  yet 
student  and  teacher  in  classical  and  secular 
branches.  He  was  ordained  as  a  minister 
in  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  in  1893.  In  1893-95 
he  was  assistant  pastor  of  Bethany  Luth- 

eran Church,  and  was  simultaneously  Pro- 
fessor of  Greek  in  Bethany  College.  In 

1895-96  he  served  as  pastor  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  at  Meriden,  Connecticut. 

While  Mr.  Lincoln  was  conspicuously  suc- 
cessful in  these  charges,  each  change  was 

made  to  give  larger  scope  to  his  remarkable 
energies  and  abilities.  He  came  to  James- 

town in  1896,  where  is  one  of  the  largest 
centers  of  Swedish  population  in  the  coun- 

try. Here  he  quickly  became  known,  not 
only  for  his  Christian  virtues  and  his  talents 
as  a  leader  of  his  people  in  their  devotions, 
but  as  a  brilliant  and  genial  gentleman  of 
education,  of  almost  limitless  energy  and  of 
positive  ideas  touching  every  question  con- 

nected with  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the 

community  and  the  public.  Hence  it  was 

that  in  1899,  after  three  years'  residence 
here  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  in  1902  he  was  made 
President  of  that  body,  which  position  he 
has  since  held  and  its  duties  discharged  in 
a  manner  most  creditable  to  himself,  pleas- 

ing to  his  friends  and  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic. Mr.  Lincoln  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 

and  in  1904  he  was  made  an  alternate  dele- 
gate to  the  Republican  National  Conven- 

tion. 
A  speaker  both  brilliant  and  forceful, 

whose  fine  gifts  find  a  suitable  field  for  ex- 
ercise in  the  pulpit,  Mr.  Lincoln  has  done 

a  most  notable  work  in  the  upbuilding  and 
maintenance  of  the  religious  sentiment  here 
since  his  coming  to  the  city.  The  First 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  is  pastor, 
was  completed  and  dedicated  under  his  pas- 

torate. The  church  structure  is  the  largest 
Swedish  House  of  Worship  in  the  United 
States.  The  membership  has  increased  under 
his  pastorate  until  it  is  the  largest  mem- 

bership of  any  church  in  Chautauqua  County. 
Possessing  every  element  of  popularity 

and  spiritual  leadership,  and  with  a  charm- 
ing personality  and  grace  of  manner  and 

speech,  the  good  work  possible  of  attain- 
ment by  Mr.  Lincoln  is  hardly  measurable, 

especially  in  view  of  his  history  as  a  young 
man,  herein  briefly  outlined. 

DANIEL  A.  SULLIVAN. 

The  late  Daniel  A.  Sullivan,  sole  proprie- 
tor of  the  Union  Lumber  Company,  engaged 

in  the  wholesale  lumber  trade,  and  transact- 
ing a  business  aggregating  nearly  one  mil- 
lion dollars  annually,  was  born  in  County 

Cork,  Ireland,  April  12,  1863,  his  parents  be- 
ing Michael  and  Susan  Sullivan.  When 

Daniel  was  two  years  old  his  parents  re- 
moved with  him  to  Olewitch,  England,  where 

they  resided  for  four  years,  when  they  came 
to  Salamanca,  New  York,  where  they  have 
since  made  their  home.  Mr.  Sullivan,  tne 
subject  of  this  sketch,  remained  in  Sala- 

manca, attending  the  public  school  and  de- 
veloping habits  of  industry  until  1880,  when 

he  went  to  Red  House  and  began  work  m 
the  lumber  woods  for  Daniel  Griswold  and 
C.  A.  Breed  of  Jamestown.  He  subsequent- 

ly came  to  Jamestown,  residing  with  Mr. 
Griswold  and  attending  the  High  School 
until  he  was  qualified  to  teach,  when  he  took 
a  school  near  his  old  home  at  Salamanca 
for  one  year,  and  afterward  completed  his 
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education  at  the  State  Normal  School  at 

Fredonia.  Closing  his  scnool  life  he  en- 
gaged in  lumbering,  having  charge  of  the 

extensive  business  of  M.  Quinn  of  Salamanca 

at  a  point  on  the  Allegany  River  below  Cor- 
rydon.  For  two  years  he  rafted  the  lum- 

ber of  Mr.  Quinn  and  ran  it  down  the  river 
to  southern  markets,  and  then  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  the  conduct  of  a  general 
store  for  Robert  Carson  of  Randolph  at 
Quaker  Run  Bridge,  where  he  remained  for 
several  years  and  until  the  spring  of  1893, 
when  he  came  to  Jamestown  and  entered 

into  a  co-partnership  with  C.  A.  Breed  and 
D.  D.  Hazeltine,  under  the  name  of  the  Union 
Lumber  Company.  Messrs.  Breed  and  Hazel- 
tine  retired  from  the  company  in  1894  and 
Mr.  Sullivan  continued  the  business  under 
the  old  name  until  1897,  when  he  took  M. 
D.  Stone  into  the  firm.  This  arrangement 
continued  until  1903,  when  Mr.  Stone  retired 
and  Mr.  Sullivan  was  once  more  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  Union  Lumber  Company, 
and  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  sub- 

stantial business  men  of  the  city,  and  his 
home  at  314  West  Fifth  Street  is  one  of  the 

handsomest  and  best  appointed  in  James- 
town. 

Mr.  Sullivan  and  May  Elizabeth  Grander 
of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  were  joined  in 
marriage  May  9,  1888,  and  a  son  and  daugh- 

ter have  since  been  added  to  the  household, 
Paul  R.  and  Irene  S.  Sullivan.  He  was  a 
member  of  all  of  the  Masonic  bodies  in 
Jamestown,  of  the  Jamestown  Club  and  the 
Elks,  and  was  a  erector  in  the  Bank  of 
Jamestown.  He  was  not  engaged  in  pontics 
but  was  active  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  citizenship. 

Mr.  Sullivan  died  at  his  home  in  this  city 
after  a  brief  illness  on  the  17tn  day  of  May, 
1904,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  and  other 
fraternal  honors. 

HURLBURT  L.  PHILLIPS. 

One  of  the  wellknown  manufacturers  of 
Jamestown  and  a  man  universally  esteemed 
was  Hurlburt  L.  Phillips,  whose  death  oc- 

curred at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  New  York, 
May  G,  1903.  Mr.  Phillips  was  born  at 
Geneva,  Ohio,  December  5,  1856.  His  father, 
Robert  H.  Phillips,  moved  from  that  place 
to  Northfield,  Minnesota,  when  Hurlburt 
was  a  child.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  old 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  James- 

town and  made  his  home  with  Austin  Heath. 

His  education  was  begun  in  the  public 
schools  of  Northfield,  Minnesota,  and  com- 

pleted at  the  Jamestown  High  School. 
Mr.  Phillips  began  business  life  as  a  cattle 

buyer  and  shipper  with  Austin  Heath  of 
this  city.  In  1883  he  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Beman,  Breed  &  Phillips,  manu- 

facturers of  tables,  Jamestown.  In  1885  this 
firm  was  suceeded  by  Phillips,  Maddox  & 
Company,  in  the  same  line  of  manufacture. 
Mr.  Phillips  was  senior  member  of  this 
firm,  the  other  members  being  William  J. 
Maddox  and  Lynn  F.  Cornell.  In  1887  Mr. 
Phillips  sold  his  interest  in  this  firm  and 
went  west  to  engage  in  business,  but  after- 

wards returned,  and  on  January  1,  1888, 
became  a  member  of  the  Jamestown  Lounge 
Company,  with  T.  D.  Hanchett,  A.  H.  Green- 
lund  and  L.  F.  Cornell.  This  firm  continued 
as  a  co-partnership  until  December  11,  1889, 
when  the  organization  was  changed  to  a 
corporation  capitalized  at  two  hundred  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  fully  paid  in.  Mr.  Phillips 
was  made  President  of  the  incorporated 
company,  which  office  he  held  until  his 
death.  The  business  in  this  line  was  built 
up  from  nothing  at  the  start  until  the  firm 
did  the  largest  business  of  any  concern 
in  the  world  in  the  manufacture  of  lounges 
and  couches  exclusively.  At  the  time  of  bis 
death  Mr.  Phillips  was  also  a  director  of 
the  Union  Trust  Company  of  this  city,  and 
a  director  of  the  Interstate  Consolidated 
Mining  Company. 

Mr.  Phillips  married  Nellie  C.  Buchanan 
February  8,  1888.  She  died  in  April,  1895. 
He  married  Mary  B.  Lamberton  May  4, 
1903.  Two  sons  of  Mr.  Phillips  are  dead, 
one  having  pas£ed  away  at  the  age  of  seven 
years  and  the  other  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Phillips  was  always  an 
active  Republican,  but  he  never  consented 
to  be  a  candidate  for  a  political  office.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National 
Convention  in  1892  when  Benjamin  Harri- 

son was  nominated  for  President,  also  in 
1900,  when  William  McKinley  was  renomi- 

nated. He  attended  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  this  city.  He  was  a  member  of 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Jamestown  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  Ismailia  Temple,  Order  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  Buffalo,  and  Jamestown 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  His  death,  at  middle  age,  was  recog- 

nized as  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community, 
both  to  the  social  world  and  the  realm  of 
business  activity. 
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THEODORE  D.  HANCHETT. 

Theodore  D.  Hanchett,  who  has  a  promi- 
nent place  among  the  manufacturers  of 

Jamestown,  was  born  in  Hartfleld,  this  coun- 
ty, November  4,  1847.  His  father  was  Wil- 

liam Hanchett  and  his  grandfather  was  an 
early  settler  in  the  county.  Theodore  has 
lived  in  Jamestown  since  1849.  His  educa- 

tion was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  this  city. 
He  has  from  childhood  had  a  liking  for  man- 

ufacturing pursuits,  and  in  18G1  he  began 
working  at  the  Allen  &  Grandin  Woolen 
Mills.  Later  he  was  with  Breed  &  Johnson, 
furniture  manufacturers,  and  with  James 
Robinson,  organ  manufacturer;  then  with 
Shearman  Brothers,  manufacturers  of 
lounges.  He  left  the  last  named  firm  to 
enter  the  Jamestown  Lounge  Company, 
which  was  formed  January  1,  1888.  The  firm 
continued  as  a  co-partnership  until  Decem- 

ber 11,  1899,  when  the  organization  was 
changed  to  a  corporation,  with  the  following 
officers:  President,  H.  L.  Phillips;  First 
Vice  President,  T.  D.  Hanchett;  Second  Vice 
President,  A.  H.  Greenlund;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  L.  F.  Cornell.  In  February,  this 
year,  Mr.  Hanchett  was  elected  President 
of  the  company,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Hanchett  married  Charlotte  R.  Lam- 
son  July  10,  1872.  A  daughter,  Bertha  V., 
was  born  June  20,  1873;  a  son,  Donald  C, 
August  8,  188G,  and  a  daughter,  Lucie  R., 
March  11,  1890.  Mr.  Hanchett  is  a  Demo- 

crat in  politics,  but  he  has  always  declined 
to  be  a  candidate  for  public  office.  He  holds 
the  office  of  President  of  the  Pearl  City 

Veneer  Company,  this  city,  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Gerry  Lumber  &  Veneer  Com- 
pany, Gerry,  New  York.  He  is  a  member 

of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  all  associated  bodies  up  to  and 
including  the  thirty-second  degree;  also 
Ismailia  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  Buffalo.  The  Lounge  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  which  he  is  the  head,  has  built 
up  a  tremendous  business,  beginning  with 
nothing,  until  it  now  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  largest  maker  of  lounges  and 
couches  exclusively  in  the  world.  Esteemed 
by  all  citizens  for  his  many  sterling  qualities 
and  for  his  good  work  in  the  upbuilding  of 
the  industrial  interests  of  the  community, 
Mr.  Hanchett,  with  his  associates,  is  among 
the  thoroughly  representative  manufacturers 
not  alone  of  Jamestown  and  Chautauqua 
County,  but  of  Western  New  York. 

ARTHUR    H.  GREENLUND. 

Arthur  H.  Greenlund,  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  manufacturers  of 

Jamestown,  combines  in  a  rare  degree  a 
pleasing  personality  with  keen  business 
acumen,  a  combination  that  has  won  for 
him  success  in  every  undertaking  in  which 
he  has  engaged,  and  that  in  seventeen  years 
of  business  activity  has  placed  him  high  on 
the  list  of  those  who  have  contributed  to 
the  development  of  industrial  enterprises  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Greenlund,  although  born  in  Ran- 
dolph, has  lived  in  Jamestown  practically  all 

his  life  and  it  may  be  fairly  said  that  he  is 
a  native  Jamestowner — interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and 
identified  conspicuously  with  its  business 
and  social  life. 

Mr.  Greenlund  came  to  Jamestown  when 
a  boy.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
Jamestown  schools.  His  first  job  was  se- 

cured in  a  Jamestown  factory.  His  first 
business  enterprise  was  located  in  James- 

town. His  marriage  occurred  in  the  city. 
In  a  word  he  is  a  typical  representative  of 
the  aggressive  restless,  progressive  spirit 
that  in  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time 
transformed  Jamestown  from  a  rude  lum- 

ber camp  to  a  thriving  city  of  thirty  thou- 
sand population. 

To  begin  at  the  beginning,  Mr.  Greenlund 
who  is  a  son  of  Christian  Greenlund,  was 
born  in  Randolph,  December  25,  18G2.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  James- 

town schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 

years  he  took  up  the  wood  carvers'  trade 
and  he  followed  that  avocation  until  188G 
when  he  went  on  the  road  as  a  traveling 
furniture  salesman. 

Tact,  resource  and  energy  are  necessary 
qualifications  for  success  as  a  traveling  sales- 

man and  Mr.  Greenlund  possessed  all  these. 
So  successful  was  he,  that  two  years  later 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 
Lounge  Company  which  was  organized  at 
that  time,  and  which  from  a  comparatively 
small  beginning  has  expanded  into  a  con- 

cern that  now  claims  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  largest  in  the  world  to  manufacture 

sofas  and  couches  exclusively.  Those  iden- 
tified with  the  company  at  the  time  of  the 

organization  were  T.  D.  Hanchett,  H.  L. 
Phillips  and  L.  F.  Cornell.  These  gentlemen 
devoted  their  time  to  the  home  interests 
of  the  concern  and  Mr.  Greenlund  assumed 
charge  of  the  New  England  territory,  travel- 

ing extensively  through  that  section  and  es- 
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tablishing  a  trade  that  brought  prosperity 
to  the  company.  He  is  now  Vice  President 
of  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Greenlund  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
but  has  never  sought  or  held  office,  prefer- 

ring to  devote  his  time  to  his  business  in- 
terests. He  has,  however,  taken  an  active 

interest  in  fraternal  work,  being  a  member 
of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Western  Sun  Chapter,  Jamestown 
Commandery,  Aleppo  Temple  Mystic  Shrine, 
Buffalo  Consistory,  and  Jamestown  Tent, 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  also  a 

member  of  the  Jamestown  Club,  the  leading- 
social  organization  of  Jamestown. 

The  Jamestown  Manufacturers'  Association 
was  organized  in  August,  1900.  Mr.  Green- 

lund was  active  in  the  work  of  organization 
and  he  is  now  President  of  the  association 
which  has  proved  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  members  in  many  ways. 

Mr.  Greenlund's  marriage  occurred  in 
Jamestown  June  28,  1894.  His  bride  was 
Miss  Jessie  Ormes,  daughter  of  Dr.  Frank 
D.  Ormes,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
the  city. 

LYNN    F.  CORNELL. 

Lynn  F.  Cornell,  who  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  one  of  Jamestown's  leading 

manufacturing  establishments,  is  a  native 
of  Western  New  York,  having  been  born 
in  New  Albion,  Cattaraugus  County,  Decem- 

ber 13,  18G2.  His  parents  removed  to  Ran- 
dolph in  18G6,  and  he  has  lived  in  James- 
town continuously  since  1880.  His  father 

was  Thaddeus  C.  Cornell  and  his  grandfather 
Brownell  Cornell,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Cattaraugus  County,  where  he  moved 
in  childhood  from  Washington  County. 

Mr.  Cornell  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Randolph  and  Chamberlain  In- 

stitute, in  the  same  place.  When  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  work  in  the 
drug  store  of  E.  McManus,  Randolph.  In 
1880  he  engaged  with  the  Jamestown  Iron 
Works  as  bookkeeper,  and  afterwards  was 
employed  in  the  same  capacity  by  Wells  & 
Whitcomb,  iron  works,  and  Shearman  Broth- 

ers, manufacturers  of  couches.  In  1885  he 
succeeded  to  the  interest  of  C.  A.  Breed  in 
the  table  manufacturing  firm  of  Beman, 
Breed  &  Phillips,  and  subsequently  was  a 
member  of  the  firms,  successively,  of  Phil- 

lips, Maddox  &  Company,  and  Morgan,  Mad- 
do  x  &  Company,  table  manufacturers.  He 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  last  named 
firm  in  1887  to  engage  in  the  manufacture 

of  lounges  with  H.  L.  Phillips,  T.  D.  Han- 
chett  and  A.  H.  Greenlund,  who  together 
founded  the  Jamestown  Lounge  Company 
January  1,  1888.  They  continued  together 
as  co-partners  in  this  business  until  Decem- 

ber 11,  1899,  when  the  company  was  incor- 
porated with  H.  L.  Phillips  as  President;  T. 

D.  Hanchett,  First  Vice  President,  and  L.  F. 

Cornell,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  which  po- 
sition Mr.  Cornell  now  holds.  This  factory 

is  now  the  largest  in  the  world  devoted  en- 
tirely to  the  manufacture  of  lounges  and 

couches. 

Mr.  Cornell  was  married  February  26, 
1884,  in  this  city  to  Anna  Louise  Johnson. 
They  have  two  sons,  Kenneth  J.,  born  March 
21,  1885,  and  Robert  H.,  born  December  z4, 
1889.  While  Mr.  Cornell  has  always  been 
a  Republican,  he  has  not  engaged  actively 
in  politics  and  has  never  sought  political 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  Mount  Moriah 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Western 
Sun  Chapter,  No.  G7,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Jamestown  Commandery,  No.  01;  Ismailia 
Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Buf- 

falo; the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
In  making  his  own  way  to  an  important 
position  in  the  industrial  world,  which  he 
attained  while  yet  a  young  man,  Mr.  Cor- 

nell has  been  one  of  the  workers  who  have 
given  Jamestown  its  important  standing  in 
the  industrial  world,  and  his  consequent 
usefulness  to  his  fellow  citizens  should  re- 

ceive a  few  words  of  recognition  in  this history. 

Mr.  Cornell  is  an  attendant  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Jamestown. 

OSCAR  F.  PRICE. 

Oscar  F.  Price,  the  first  Mayor  of  James- 
town, held  the  office  ten  years,  during  which 

time  extensive  public  improvements  were 
projected.  In  his  management  of  municipal 
affairs  Mayor  Price  sought  solely  to  con- 

serve the  best  interests  of  the  city,  and 
that  his  course  met  with  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  citizens  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  with  a  single  exception 
he  was  elected  without  opposition. 
That  exception  constitutes  one  of  the 

most  exciting  episodes  in  his  public  career. 
On  an  independent  ticket  and  against  the 
opposition  of  the  regular  Republican  nom- 

inee and  Republican  press  he  was  elected 
by  a  small  hut  satisfactory  plurality.  Ami 
that,   in   a  community   so  overwhelmingly 
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Republican  in  sentiment,  all  will  agree  is 
a  most  gratifying  endorsement. 

Mayor  Price  has  clone  much  for  the  city. 
The  best  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the 
solution  of  the  many  perplexing  problems 
which  the  growth  of  the  municipality  pre- 

sented to  him  for  his  consideration,  and 
the  most  fitting  commentary  that  can  be 
written  of  his  record,  is  the  simple  state- 

ment of  fact  that  his  entire  administration 

is  untainted  by  any  suggestion  of  munici- 
pal corruption  or  graft. 

In  his  simple,  kindly,  unostentatious  way, 
Mayor  Price  has  helped  many  worthy  (and 
truth  to  tell  some  unworthy)  persons  to 
gain  a  financial  foothold  in  the  battle  of 
life.  Dealing  extensively  in  real  estate,  he 
has  sold  over  two  hundred  houses  and 
given  over  four  hundred  deeds  and  in  all 
these  transactions,  which  cover  a  period  of 
several  years,  he  has  never  foreclosed  but 
one  mortgage. 

"That  one,"  said  he  to  the  writer,  "was 
simply  to  perfect  a  title." 

A  single  incident  will  illustrate  his  policy. 
On  one  occasion  he  sold  a  house  and  lot  on 
contract  taking  an  advance  payment  of  fifty 
dollars.    The    purchaser,    falling    ill  soon 

after,  was  unable  to  make  the  next  pay- 
ment when  due.  One  day  Mayor  Price 

called  on  him.  "I  have  been  ill  and  have 
no  money,"  said  the  man.  "I  cannot  pay 

you  now." 
"I  did  not  expect  you  to,"  replied  Mayor 

Price.  "I  heard  you  were  ill  and  thought 
perhaps  you  would  need  the  money  yon 

have  already  paid,  so  I  brought  it  to  you." 
Instances  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied 

but  this  is  enough  to  show  the  generous 
nature  of  the  man. 
Mayor  Price  was  first  elected  April  13, 

188G.  He  served  four  successive  terms. 
There  was  an  interval  of  two  years  and  he 
was  again  elected.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  term  he  refused  to  serve  longer  al- 

though solicited  to  do  so  by  a  committee  of 
several  hundred  citizens. 

Mr.  Price  is  a  native  of  Jamestown.  He 

was  born  September  11,  1840.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  Jamestown  schools  and  also 

studied  law.  He  commenced  his  public 
career  as  a  member  of  the  Jamestown  Vil- 

lage Board  of  Trustees,  serving  in  1882-3 
as  the  President  of  that  body.  He  also 
served  two  terms  in  the  New  York  State 
Assembly. 
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JOHN  G.  WICKS. 

John.  G.  Wicks,  prominent  in  the  legal 
profession  of  Jamestown,  was  born  January 
10,  1853,  in  the  Town  of  Carroll,  now  Kian- 
tone.  His  parents  were  Walter  D.  and 
Wealthy  (Clark)  Wicks.  He  was  educated 
in  the  rural  schools  and  the  Jamestown 
Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institution,  and 
in  1872  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Cook 
&  Lockwood.  He  graduated  from  the  Al- 

bany Law  School  in  187G,  and  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  in  Au- 

gust, 187G,  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Jamestown.  In  1883  he  formed  a 

partnership  with  J.  Delevan  Curtiss,  which 
was  continued  until  August,  1892,  when  it 

JOHN  G.  WICKS 

was  dissolved.  He  was  appointed  attorney 
for  the  City  National  Bank  in  1877.  He  was 
for  six  years  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 

cil and  he  served  as  City  Attorney  for  four 
years,  during  which  time  the  question  of 
numerous  public  improvements  came  up, 
he  doing  the  pioneer  work  of  framing  the 
statutes  authorizing  of  the  same  and  giving 
authority  therefor,  rendering  valuable  as- 

sistance to  the  city. 
Mr.  Wicks  married  Emma  L.  Russell, 

daughter  of  John  R.  and  Hannah  Russell. 
They  have  one  child,  Ethel  (Wicks)  Curtis. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  has  been  interested  in  oil  operations  to 

some  extent  for  quite  a  number  of  years, 
and  in  various  corporations  and  enterprises. 

MRS.  JAMES  HALL. 

Mrs.  James  Hall,  wife  of  the  First  Super- 
visor of  the  Town  of  Carroll,  was  born 

January  12,  18()G,  and  died  January  17,  1902. 
She  married  Mr.  Hall  October  10,  1830,  and 
their  children  were:  Erie,  born  April  16, 
1833,  died  March  31,  1901;  Mary  M.,  born 

March  10,  183G,  married  George  S.  Tucker- 
man,  resides  at  Jamestown;  James,  Jr.. 
born  September  7,  1843,  killed  in  war  July 

MRS.  JAMES  HA  LI. 

i,  18G2.  James  Hall,  (for  portrait  see  page 
300  this  volume),  was  born  July  1G,  1790, 
and  died  August  21,  184G.  For  his  first  wife 
he  married  Mary  Cheney,  who  was  born 
March  1,  1791,  and  who  died  October  31, 
1828.  Their  children  were:  Abigail,  who 
married  Benjamin  T.  Morgan;  Lewis  and 
Elial  Foote  Hall. 

OSCAR   F.  JOHNSON. 
Oscar  F.  Johnson  was  born  in  the  Pro- 

vince of  Octorgotland,  Sweden.  August  10. 
1854,  and  came  to  America  June  19.  1873, 
locating  at  Falconer,  where  he  remained 
five  years  when  he  moved  to  Jamestown. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Johnson  Ice 
Company.  Mr.  Johnson  married,  October 
17,  1882,  Augusta  Lindquist:  they  have  one 
son,  Clayton  O..  born  October  7,  188G.  He 
is  a  Mason  and  an  Elk  and  a  member  of 
the  First  Swedish  Church  of  Jamestown. 
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THE    MANUFACTURERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

BY  V.  A.  HATCH. 

The  Manufacturers'  Association  of  James- 
town was  organized  in  August,  1900,  for  a 

specific  purpose  which  is  concisely  outlined 
in  the  preamble  to  the  constitution  of  the 

organization  as  follows:  "The  adoption  of 
all  just  measures  that  may  he  productive 
of  benefit  to  its  members,  the  City  of  James- 

town and  the  County  of  Chautauqua." 
This  summarizes  in  a  single  sentence  the 

basic  purpose  of  the  organization.  Those 
measures  which  benefit  the  manufacturers 
as  a  class  will  benefit  the  city  as  a  whole, 
and  those  measures  which  benefit  the  city 
as  a  whole,  will  benefit  the  entire  county  in 
a  corresponding  ratio,  for  the  interests  of 
the  individual  are  so  interwoven  with  the 
interests  of  the  community,  that  the  one  is 
inseparable  from  the  other. 

As  to  those  "measures  that  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  benefit  to  its  members"  the  pre- 

amble goes  on  to  say: 
"It  is  desired  that  it  should  afford  a  means 

of  ready  consultation  and  of  united,  intelli- 
gent and  effective  action  on  matters  of  mut- 

ual interest,  as  well  as  to  secure  unity  and 
harmony  of  action  among  its  members;  to 
cultivate  a  better  acquaintance  among  our 
manufacturers  for  their  mutual  advantage; 
to  gather  statistics  of  business  and  for  the 
general  encouragement  of  the  manufactur- 

ing interests  of  the  City  of  Jamestown  and 

the  County  of  Chautauqua." 
Those  active  in  forming  the  association 

had  no  difficulty  in  interesting  the  repre- 
sentative manufacturers  of  the  city  in  their 

plan  of  organization,  and,  passing  over  the 
preliminary  meetings,  the  appointment  of 
committees  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by- 

laws, the  preparation  and  adoption  of  the 
same,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  in  due 
time  the  association  was  organized  with  a 
membersnip  of  fifty  of  the  leading  manufac- 

turing concerns  of  the  city  and  the  follow- 
ing list  of  officers: 

President,  George  V.  Blackstone,  of  the 
Vandergrift  Manufacturing  Company. 

First  Vice  President,  George  F.  Gokey,  of 
N.  W.  Gokey  &  Sons. 

Second  Vice  President,  Frank  E.  Shear- 
man, of  Shearman  Brothers  Company. 

Third  Vice  President,  L.  E.  Brickson,  of 
the  Atlas  Furniture  Company. 

Secretary-Treasurer,  W.  E.  Griggs. 
Assistant  Secretary,  B.  G.  Tiffany. 

Provision  was  made  for  an  executive  com- 
mittee to  consist  of  seven  elective  members 

who  should  have  charge  of  the  routine  bus- 
iness and  whose  duties  were  to  consider  all 

matters  brought  before  them  by  members 
or  by  standing  or  special  committees;  in 
short  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  associa^ 
tion  subject  of  course  to  the  confirmation 
of  the  entire  body. 

Five  standing  committees  were  appointed, 
viz.:  Arbitaration,  Transportation,  Entertain- 

ment, Insurance,  and  Manufacturers,  which 
was  afterward  increased  to  eight;  Legisla- 

tion, Taxation,  Municipal  Affairs.  The 
duties  of  the  Arbitration  Committee  were 
to  hear  and  decide  any  controversies  and 
disputes  that  might  arise  between  members 
of  the  association  and  to  consider,  investi- 

gate and  report  any  complaints  referred  to 
it  by  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  duties  of  the  Insurance  Committee 

were  to  secure  just  and  equitable  rates  of 
insurance  for  its  members. 

The  duties  of  the  Transportation  Commit- 
tee were  to  obtain,  consider  and  report  to 

the  association  all  information  and  statistics 

on  matters  relating  to  this  subject;  to  con- 
sider how  improvements  could  be  made;  to 

take  cognizance  of  complaints  of  unjust  dis- 
criminations in  charges  and  rates  and  to 

make  such  efforts  as  deemed  advisable  to 
remedy  these  evils.  This  committee  was 
also  authorized  to  arrange  for  such  through 
car  loadings  as  might  be  possible,  and  to 
provide  from  time  to  time  such  information 
as  might  be  deemed  desirable  to  enable 
members  to  ship  their  products  by  the  most 
advantageous  routes,  and  to  also,  if  desired, 
assume  charge  of  the  investigation  and  ad- 

justment of  claims. 

The  duties  assigned  to  the  Manufacturers' 
Committee  was  to  consider,  investigate  and 
report  from  time  to  time  such  unity  of  action 
upon  all  matters  of  general  interest  to  the 
members  that  were  not  assigned  to  other 
committees. 

The  Entertainment  Committee  was  auth- 
orized to  arrange  programs  for  regular  and 

annual  meetings  and  generally  to  promote 
the  sociability  and  acquaintance  of  the  mem- 

bers with  each  other. 
From  the  above  outline  of  the  duties  of 

the  various  committees  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  scheme  of  organization  while  simple 
was  designed  to  cover  every  problem  con- 

nected with  manufacturing  enterprises  and 
that  ample  provision  had  been  made  to  meet 
every  contingency  that  might  arise.    As  a 
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matter  of  fact  experience  quickly  demon- 
strated that  in  the  very  simplicity  of  tne 

scheme  was  its  strength  and  utility,  and  so 
it  is  proper  to  say  that  those  who  were 
responsible  for  the  organization  did  their 
work  wisely  and  well. 

The  first  offices  were  opened  in  the  Gokey 
block  with  Secretary  W.  B.  Griggs  in  charge. 
Mr.  Griggs  brought  to  the  discharge  of  the 
difficult  and  exacting  duties  of  this  position 
a  wealth  of  experience  gained  from  many 
years  connection  with  the  railroad  service 
in  various  departments,  the  most  noteworthy 
of  which,  perhaps,  was  that  of  manager  of 
the  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  &  Lake  Brie 
Road,  and  later  with  the  freight  department 
of  the  Erie  Road.  Thus  he  was  familiar 
with  all  those  questions  that  have  to  do 
with  freight  rates,  freight  shipments,  etc., 
etc.,  and  consequently  was  eminently  quali- 

fied to  cope  with  all  problems  arising  from 
the  adjustment  of  the  same. 

In  a  material  way  the  association  was  a 
success  from  the  very  beginning.  Better 
freight  service,  more  satisfactory  insurance 
rates,  and  especially  improved  facilities  for 
securing  coal,  were  among  the  benefits 
which  the  members  derived  from  their  or- 

ganization at  the  outset,  and  which  they 
enjoy  today  in  a  still  greater  degree  owing 
to  the  increasing  influence  of  the  associa- 
tion. 

If  the  solution  of  the  coal  problem  was 

all  that  the  Manufacturers'  Association  had 
ever  accomplished,  that  in  and  of  itself 
would  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  existence 
of  the  organization.  During  the  coal  famine 
of  1903  when  shops  and  factories  in  nearly 
all  the  northern  cities  were  shut  down  for 
lack  of  fuel,  Jamestown  manufacturers  had 
a  sufficient  supply  to  carry  them  safely 
through,  a  condition  of  affairs  brought  about 
solely  by  the  foresight  and  energy  of  the 
officers  of  the  association  who,  represent- 

ing the  collective  industrial  interests  of  the 
city,  were  able  to  obtain  concessions  that 
it  was  impossible  for  an  individual  to  ob- 

tain. Even  railroad  corporations  give  more 
attention  to  the  representations  of  an  or- 

ganization that  represents  several  millions 
of  capital  than  to  a  single  individual  or 
group  of  individuals. 
Roswell  J.  Bootey,  another  experienced 

railroad  man  succeeded  Mr.  Griggs  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  association  in  1904.  And  Mr. 

Bootey  was  a  worthy  successor.  The  asso- 
ciation had  by  this  time  grown  to  such  an 

extent  that  larger  quarters  were  necessary 

and  the  officers  were  removed  to  spacious 
apartments  over  the  Union  Trust  Company 
on  Main  Street,  where  with  Mr.  Bootey  in 
charge  they  are  at  present  located  . 

"To  my  mind,"  said  Mr.  Bootey  to  the 
writer,  "one  of  the  greatest  benefits  accru- 

ing from  this  organization,  is  the  develop- 
ment of  a  more  fraternal  feeling  among  the 

manufacturers.  Prior  to  the  organization 
of  the  association  the  various  manufacturers 
of  the  city  were  in  a  sense  isolated  from 
each  other;  there  were  individual  jealousies 
between  manufacturers  engaged  in  the  same 

line  of  business  and  there  was  little  co-oper- 
ation on  the  part  of  any  of  the  men  engaged 

in  industrial  pursuits.  All  this  has  been 

changed  by  the  organization  of  an  associa- 
tion. The  manufacturers  have  got  together; 

they  have  come  to  a  realization  of  the  fact 
that  they  have  many  interests  in  common. 
There  is  now  no  strife  or  discord.  The  pol- 

icy of  the  members  of  the  association  is  to 
work  together  and  this  policy  is  strictly 

adhered  to." This  era  of  good  feeling  has  been  brought 
about  not  only  by  the  business  meetings  of 
the  association  which  are  held  the  first  Wed- 

nesday of  each  month,  but  also  by  the  social 
gatherings  which  have  been  held  from  time 
to  time.  The  most  important  of  these  gath- 

erings is  the  annual  banquet  which  is  held 
each  winter  in  Jamestown.  There  have 

been  two  outings  on  the  lake  and  three  ban- 
quets, all  of  which  were  in  every  way  a 

success. 

The  present  membership  of  the  association 
includes  every  important  industrial  enter- 

prise in  the  City  of  Jamestown.  The  list 
of  officers,  Executive  Committee  and  mem- 

bers is  herewith  given: 
Officers. — A.  H.  Greenlund,  President;  R. 

C.  Sheldon,  First  Vice  President:  C.  L.  Eck- 
man,  Second  Vice  President;  Fletcher  Good- 

will, Third  Vice  President;  R.  J.  Bootey, 
Secretary. 

Executive  Committee. — J.  M.  Himebaugh, 
S.  B.  Broadhead,  W.  J.  Maddox,  Frank  O. 

Anderson,  C.  E.  Jones,  George  V.  Black- 
stone,  Samuel  Briggs,  L.  C.  .Tagger.  Y.  W. 
Burtch. 
Members. — Ahlstrom- Ash  worth  Company, 

American  Aristotype  Company,  Anderson 
Brothers,  Art  Metal  Construction  Company, 
Atlas  Furniture  Company,  W.  I.  Blystone. 
Breed-Johnson  Furniture  Company.  William 
Broadhead  &  Sons.  Y.  W.  Burtch  &  Com- 

pany, Cadwell  Cabinet  Company,  Century 
Furniture    Company,    Chautauqua  Planing 
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Company,  Pearl  City  Veneer  Company, 
Philo  Burt  Manufacturing  Company,  Ross 
Lumber  Company,  Salisbury  Wheel  and 

Manufacturing  Company,  Shearman  Broth- 
ers Company,  Thomas  Henry  Smith,  Charles 

Swanson,  The  Amazon  Rubber  Company, 

The  Anderson  Company,  The  Bailey-Jones 
Company,  The  Blackstone  Manufacturing 
Company,  The  F.  M.  Curtis  Company,  The 
H.  P.  Robertson  Company,  The  Star  Furni- 

ture Company,  Union  Furniture  Company, 

Union  Lumber  Company,  Watson  Manufac- 
turing Company,  John  J.  Whitney,  John  T. 

Wilson. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  is 

held  the  first  Wednesday  in  December. 

WINTER   FISHING   ON   CHAUTAUQUA  LIKE: 

Mill  Company,  Chautauqua  Towel  Mills, 
Chautauqua  Worsted  Mills,  Diamond  Furni- 

ture Company,  Empire  Furniture  Company, 
Empire  Worsted  Mills,  W.  T.  Falconer  Man- 

ufacturing Company,  Falconer  Mirror  Com- 
pany, Falconer  Towel  Company,  Falconer 

Worsted  Mills,  William  N.  Cokey,  D.  H. 
Grandin,  Hall  &  Company,  Himebaugh  Broth- 

ers, Jamestown  Art  Carving  Works,  James- 
town Veneer  Door  Company,  Jamestown 

Brewing  Company,  Jamestown  Lounge  Com- 
pany, Jamestown  Mantel  Company,  James- 
town Panel  and  Veneer  Company.  Liberty 

Furniture  Company,  Maddox  Table  Com- 
pany, Marvel  Furniture  Company,  Morgan 

Manufacturing  Company,  Munson  &  John- 
son, Nelson  &  Company,  A.  C.  Norquist  & 



KIANTONE. 

Kiantone  lies  upon  the  south  border 

of  the  county.  It  was  set  off  from  Car- 
roll, November  16,  1853,  and  its  name 

perpetuates  the  memory  of  the  Indians 
who  occupied  the  village  on  the  creek 

they  called  Kyenthono.  Its  surface  is 

undulating'  in  the  east  and  hilly  in  the 
west.  The  highest  summits  are  about 
one  hundred  feet  above  Chautauqua 

Lake.  Conewango  Creek  and  its  trib- 
utaries, Stillwater  and  Kiantone  Creeks 

are  its  principal  bodies  of  water.  The 

soil  is  a  gravelly  loam.  Its  area  is 

eleven  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-six 
acres.  Atracted  by  the  beauty  of  the 

charming  Kiantone  region  James  Pren- 

dergast  early  articled  over  twelve  hun- 
dred acres,  lots  fifty,  fifty-eight  and  fif- 

ty-nine, township  one,  range  ten,  and 
part  of  lot  three,  township  one,  range 

eleven.  Here  he  developed  a  magnifi- 
cent estate  and  passed  his  last  vears, 

and  here  his  son  Alexander  T.  Pren- 

dergast  conducted  a  model  farm. 
Joseph  Akin  from  Rensselaer  County 

came  with  his  family  in  1807  and  located 
on  lands  on  the  Stillwater  (now  owned 

by  the  Russell  heirs)  near  the  west  line 

of  the  town.  He  was  the  pioneer  set- 
tler and  was  imbued  with  the  plan  of 

building  up  a  town  "Akinsville,"  but  the 
survey  of  the  township  into  lots  was  not 
completed,  and  as  he  could  not  then 
obtain  a  clear  title  to  the  land,  lie  could 

not  sell  the  property  he  did  not  possess. 
In  1814  the  plan  was  abandoned.  Laban 

Case,  however,  had  rolled  up  a  log  tav- 
ern and  a  blacksmith  shop.  Mr.  Akin 

built  a  bridge  about  1814  on  the  Still- 
water Creek  and  the  first  town  meeting 

in  Ellicott  in  [813  was  appointed  at 

"Joseph  Akin's  house  at  Stillwater." 
He  was  an  energetic,  ambitious  man 

and  possessed  the  characteristics  of  the 

ture  pioneer.  Several  of  Mr.  Akin's  rel- 
atives located  here  and  the  name  of 

Akin  is  borne  by  many  of  Kiantone's 
worthy  citizens,  one  of  whom  is  Ran- 

som Akin. 

Robert  Russell  accompanied  his  fath- 

er John,  and  brothers,  John  and  Thom- 
as, in  the  noted  party  of  emigrants  that 

brought  civilization  to  the  lower  Cone- 
wango in  1800.  In  1808  he,  with  his 

brother  Thomas  and  John  Frew,  arti- 
cled his  land  at  Batavia,  which  was  lot 

one,  situated  north  of  the  Conewango. 
He  built  the  first  mill  on  Kiantone 

Creek,  above  the  Indian  village  from 
which  the  town  and  stream  received 
their  name. 

In  the  summer  of  18  to  Solomon 

Jones,  from  Wardsboro,. Vermont,  came 

to  the  county,  located  land  in  Kiantone, 
felled  timber,  partly  built  his  loghouse, 

hired  Elijah  Akin  to  complete  it  and 
returned  to  Vermont  for  his  family. 

They  arrived  at  Mayville  the  first  of 
November, where  a  fiatboatwas  engaged 

to  transport  his  family  and  household 
goods  down  the  lake.  Mr.  Jones  and 
his  son  Ellick  brought  the  five  horses 
down  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake.  For 

two  cold  dreary  days  were  Mrs.  [ones 
and  her  five  daughters  under  nine  years 

of  age,  tossed  on  the  waves  with  cold 

spray  dashing  over  them,  while  part  of 
the  way  the  ice  had  to  be  broken  to 

allow  the  passage  of  the  boat  to  "The 
Rapids."     The    ground    was  covered 
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with  snow,  over  which  the  family  wend- 
ed their  way  to  their  new  possessions. 

After  a  few  days'  stay  at  Joseph  Akin's 
they  moved  into  their  yet  unfinished 

cabin  November  16,  1810.  They  resid- 
ed in  Kiantone  for  nearly  ten  years. 

John  Jones,  a  son  of  Abraham  Jones, 
Sr.,  came  from  Vermont  with  his  son 

Levi,  and  settled  on  lot  two  in  Kian- 
tone in  1814.  In  1815,  Benjamin,  son 

of  John,  moved  from  Vermont  and  set- 
tled on  the  same  lot. 

William  Sears,  a  native  of  Wards- 

boro,  Vermont,  emigrated  to  this  coun- 

ty in  1810.  In  the  spring-  of  181 1  he 
purchased  lot  eleven  on  which  the  Vil- 

lage of  Kiantone  is  built.  This  village 
was  at  one  time  called  Sears.  Mr. 

Sears  erected  what  was  probably  the 

first  inn  in  Kiantone.  He  subsequent- 
ly built  another  tavern  on  this  farm, 

and  here  he  resided  until  his  death.  He 

married  Ruby,  the  oldest  daughter  of 

Ebenezer  Cheney. 

Ebenezer  Cheney  was  a  native  of 

Orange,  Massachusetts.  "The  Chenev 
genealogy  is  traced  from  England  to 

Roxbury  (Boston  Highlands)  Massa- 
chusetts, and  from  there  to  Newbury- 

port,  some  of  the  family  being  there  as 

early  as  1680."  Mr.  Cheney  removed 
to  this  county  and  settled  on  part  of  lot 
twelve,  township  one,  range  eleven  ;  his 
deed  bears  date  November  12,  1812. 

He  resided  for  a  short  time  in  James- 
town from  181 7,  but  returned  to  his 

farm  in  Kiantone,  where  he  died  in 

1828,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Nelson,  Ruby,  Mary,  Abi- 
gail, Maria,  Anna  (the  wife  of  Judge 

Elial  T.  Foote),  Levi  and  Seth.  Seth 

is  the  youngest  son  and  married  Cvn- 
thia.  daughter  of  Benjamin  Jones,  who 

was  a  man  of  moral  worth  and  integrity 

and  early  and  active  in  the  cause  of  tem- 

perance. 
Jasper  Marsh,  a  native  of  Massa- 

chusetts, came  in  181 1,  settled  on  lot 

twenty-eight,  township  one,  range  elev- 

en, near  Joseph  Akin's  on  Stillwater 
Creek.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic. 

He  supplied  many  of  the  early  settlers 

with  large  spinning-wheels,  reels,  com- 
mon chairs,  hay-racks,  fork-handles, 

and  most  other  wooden  articles  turned 

in  a  lathe.  His  wares  were  generally 

stamped  "J.  Marsh"  with  a  hot  iron. 
He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Bnrgoyne, 

and  received  a  pension  for  his  Revolu- 
tionary services. 

Ebenezer  Davis,  accomnanied  by  his 
brother  Emri,  came  from  Wardsboro, 
Vermont,  in  1812  and  settled  on  or  near 
the  Stillwater  Creek  in  Kiantone.  He 

married  Lydia,  a  daughter  of  William 
Hall.  He  was  the  first  Town  Clerk  of 

Ellicott,  which  then  included  Carroll 
and  Kiantone.  At  the  first  revival  in 

1818,  commenced  under  the  preaching 
of  Elder  Davis,  Baptist,  Ebenezer  Davis 

was  the  first  person  baptized  in  Still- 

water at  Akin's  bridge.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 9,  1846,  aged  sixty-six.  The  land 

book  shows  Mr.  Davis  as  an  original 

purchaser  by  article  only  of  the  south 

part  of  lot  thirty-seven,  township  one, 

range  ten,  in  May,  1814.  The  assess- 
ment roll  of  Pomfret,  however,  has  the 

name  of  Ebenezer  Davis  on  the  east 

part  of  lot  twenty-eight,  township  one, 
range  eleven,  now  in  the  west  part  of 

Kiantone,  a  sh'ort  distance  south  of 
Stillwater  Creek.  Mr.  Davis'  children 
are  said  to  have  possessed  much  musi- 

cal ability. 

Elijah  Braley,  a  native  of  Wardsboro, 
Vermont,  emigrated  to  Chautauqua 
County  in  1 8 1 1  and  purchased  in  June 
lot  ten,  township  one,  range  two,  of 
about  one  hundred  fifty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Kiantone.  Here  he  cleared  and 

cultivated  his  land  and  made  a  home. 
His  first  wife  was  Lucinda  Sears.  Their 

children  were  Franklin,  Jane  and  Lu- 
anda.    Mr.    Braley    married  second, 
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Electa  Strong  of  Gerry.  Their  child- 

ren were  Jason,  John,  Orrin  and  Hor- 
ace. 

James  Hall,  son  of  William  and  Abi- 

gail (Pease)  Hall  of  Wardsboro,  Ver- 
mont, emigrated  to  Chautauqua  County 

in  the  spring  of  1812.  Dr.  Hazeltine 

says :  "He  took  up  lands  in  that  part 
of  the  Town  of  Ellicott  now  known  as 

Kiantone,  about  a  mile  west  from  Kian- 
tone  Village,  and  there  resided  until 
his  death  in  1846.  James  Hall  served 
in  various  town  offices  of  Ellicott  until 

Carroll  was  set  off,  then  as  Supervisor 
of  Carroll  until  he  refused  to  serve 

longer.  In  1833  he  was  elected  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly.  The  known  Whig 

majority  was  about  two  thousand; 
nevertheless,  James  Hall,  Democrat, 

was  elected  by  seventeen  hundred.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 

Church.  His  first  wife  was  Mary,  sec- 
ond daughter  of  Ehenezer  Chenev. 

Their  children  were :  Abigail,  Lewis 
and  Elial.  Mr.  Hall  married  second, 

Abigail  Cheney ;  his  third  wife  was 
Maria  Cheney.  Children,  Erie  Mary 

and  James.  James  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War  and  fell  at  Malvern  Hill.  The  post 

of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  Jamestown  was 
named  for  him.  Samuel  Hall,  oldest 

brother  of  James,  came  here  in  1814, 
took  up  land  on  the  Stillwater,  on  what 

is  now  the  dividing  line  between  Busti 
and  Kiantone.  Here  he  made  his  home 

and  here  he  died  in  1859.  His  son, 

Chapin  Hall,  was  horn  in  Ellicott  in 
1816.    John  A.  Hall  was  another  son. 

Captain  William  Martin,  son  of 
Aaron  Martin  of  Busti,  was  born  at 

Claverack,  Columbia  County,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1789.  He  came  to  Busti  with  his 

father  in  181 1  and  with  his  brother 

Isaac  took  up  lot  twenty-three,  town- 
ship one,  range  eleven,  in  Kiantone, 

where  he  lived  most  of  his  life  after- 
ward and  where  he  died.  In  1828  he 

went  back  to   Busti  to  care  for  his 

father's  family  and  remained  till  about 
1847,  when  he  returned  to  his  Kiantone 
place.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied 

by  his  grandson,  Alonzo  J.  Martin.  He 

was  in  the  War  of  181 2,  served  as  En- 

sign in  the  company  of  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Forbes  in  1813.  He  was  taken 

prisoner  on  the  road  from  Black  Bock 
to  Buffalo  on  the  da\  of  the  burning 
of  Buffalo  and  carried  to  Montreal  and 

kept  until  May  14,  1814.  He  was  called 
out  again  in  the  fall.  He  received  a 

commission  as  Captain  in  the  militia 

two  years  later.  He  was  a  Univer- 
salist  from  early  life,  a  rigorous  tem- 

perance man  and  would  have  no  whis- 
key used  among  his  workmen  in  farm 

work,  even  when  it  was  the  almost  uni- 
versal custom.  He  married  Roxy  Pier 

of  Busti  in  1815.  Their  children  were 
Isaac;  Abram,  born  October  12,  1818, 

married  Mary  E. ,  daughter  of  Eliphalet 
Burnham  of  Pomfret,  February  4,  1845. 
The  Burnhams  were  descended  from 

Thomas  Burnham,  a  lawyer,  who  settled 

in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1865.  Eli- 

phalet Burnham  was  born  in  East  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  in  1779  and  settled 

in  Pomfret  on  lot  six,  township  five,  in 

1805,  on  the  place  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Lyvenus  Ellis.  His  children 

by  his  second  wife,  Belvidera  Carter 
of  Buckland,  Massachusetts,  were  Sarah 

B.,  (deceased),  John  C,  a  resident  of 
Arkwright ;  Mary  Eliza,  who  married 
Abram  Martin;  Levi  W.,  (deceased); 

Wm.  B.,  Lydia  IT..  Emilv,  George  W., 

(deceased) ;  Tertius  C,  (deceased).  Mr. 

Burnham  in  1834  bought  the  paper  mill 
at  Laona,  subsequentlv  sold  the  mill, 

went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died 

September  27,  1863.  Mr.  Burnham  was 
a  public  spirited  man  and  very  generous 
and  his  house  was  the  free  abiding 

place  of  a  large  number  of  the  earlv 
settlers  and  their  families  while  thev 

were  getting  their  houses  readv  for  use. 
He  was  a  very  earnest  member  of  the 
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Baptist  Church,  first  at  Fredonia  and 

then  at  Laona.  He  was  a  Whig  in  pi  >li- 

tics  and  an  abolitionist.  Mr.  Burnham's 
second  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah 
Carter,  who  settled  in  Charlotte  in  1817. 

She  was  an  "inveterate  worker"  and 
a  pattern  of  neatness.  She  was  a  very 
superior  woman  intellectually  and  kept 

up  her  interest  in  everything  until  her 
death,  August  27,  1882,  at  the  home  of 

her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Martin  in  Ki- 
antone,  aged  near  ninety.  Lorenzo; 

A.  Dewey ;  Sallv  A. ;  James  D. ;  Lois 
A.;  George  L.,  married  Jane  Smiley  of 

Busti,  lives  in  Ellicott ;  Elvira  A.  Cap- 
tain William  Martin  died  September 

13,  1875,  and  his  wife  in  March,  1883. 

Abram  Martin,  son  of  William,  lived 

alwavs  in  Kiantone  except  from  about 
1828  to  1840  when  he  was  with  his 

father  in  Busti.  He  occupied  part  of 

the  land  in  lot  twenty-three,  originally 

taken  by  his  father.  He  died  Novem- 

ber 29,  1893.  He  was  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  Republican  Party  from  its 

organization  until  about  t88o,  when  he 
considered  the  prohibition  of  the  liquor 
traffic  the  principal  issue  before  the 

country,  and  joined  the  Prohibition  po- 

litical party.  He  was  active  in  promot- 
ing general  public  interests.  Pie  was 

at  different  times  Trustee  of  the  Univer- 

salist  Societies  of  Kiantone,  Frewsburg 

and  Jamestown,  and  an  advocate  of  the 
enfranchisement  of  women.  His  child- 

ren are  :  Ellen  A.  Martin,  born  Janu- 
ary 10,  1847.  Miss  Martin  was  the  first 

woman  in  this  county  who  regularly 
pursued  the  study  of  law.  Tn  187 1  she 

entered  Cook  &  Lockwood's  office  for 
the  study  of  law  and  as  a  clerk.  In 
1873  she  entered  the  University  of 

Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  grad- 
uated therefrom  in  1875.  This  admit- 

ted her  to  practice  in  Michigan  courts. 
In  January,  T876,  she  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  of  Illinois  at  Springfield,  and 

h?s  since  been  in  practice  in  Chicago. 

Willis  A.  Martin,  born  June  13,  1850, 

married  Edith  Morris  and  lives  in  Pitts- 

burg, Pennsylvania ;  George  B.,  born 

June  3,  1853,  lives  with  his  mother  on 
the  Kiantone  homestead. 

Ezbai  Kidder,  a  native  of  Webster, 

Massachusetts,  came  from  Vermont  to 
Ellicott  in  1813,  and  in  1816  cleared 

land  on  his  purchase  in  what  is  now  the 
northeast  corner  of  Kiantone.  Mr. 

Kidder  was  the  first  Supervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Kiantone.  He  was  a  member 

of  the  Congregational  Church  of  James- 
town. He  died  aged  ninety-two  years. 

His  wife,  Lonisa  (Shearman)  Kidder, 

died  in  1867.  Samuel  Kidder,  their  son, 

occupies  and  owns  the  homestead.  He 
married  Eleanor  Patridge. 

CHURCHES. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Kian- 
tone was  organized  in  1815,  as  the  First 

Church  of  Ellicott,  about  a  year  earlier  than 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Jamestown. 
After  Carroll  was  formed  from  Ellicott  in 

1825,  the  church  was  called  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Carroll,  and  since  the  sepa- 
ration of  Kiantone  from  Carroll  in  1853,  the 

church  has  been  known  as  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Kiantone.  It  was  organized 

by  Rev.  John  Spencer  with  these  members: 
Asa  Moore,  Samuel  Garfield,  Levi  Jones  and 
their  wives;  John  Jones,  Anna,  wife  of 
Ebenezer  Cheney,  Mrs.  Wheeler,  wife  of 
Josiah  Wheeler,  and  William  Deland.  The 
first  deacon  was  John  Jones.  For  several 
years  the  church  had  occasional  preaching 
in  dwellings  and  schoolhouses-  by  Joiin 
Spencer.  Early  ministers  were  Amasa 
West,  Samuel  Leonard,  Isaac  Eddy,  Simeon 
Peck,  Joseph  S.  Emory,  O.  D.  Hibbard,  S. 
W.  Edson,  T.  A.  Gale,  E.  M.  Spencer,  W.  T. 
Reynolds,  N.  H.  Barnes,  W.  A.  Hallock.  In 
1830  a  meetinghouse  was  built  on  a  site 
given  the  society  by  Mrs.  Ruby  (Cheney) 
Sears. 
The  first  Christian  Society  of  TJniversal- 

ists  in  Carroll  was  formed  at  the  present 
village  of  Kiantone  Dec.  30,  1853.  The  con- 

stitution and  bylaws  of  the  society  were 
subscribed  to  by  about  twenty-five  persons. 
A  meeting  house  was  built  in  1845,  and  a 
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church  was  organized  November  2G,  1853. 
A  constitution,  articles  of  faith  and  form 
of  church  covenant  were  adopted  and  were 
signed  by  Rev.  F.  M.  Alvord,  Pastor;  N.  A. 
Alexander,  Horatio  N.  Thornton,  Stewards; 
Joseph  Case,  Arthur  B.  Braley,  Oliver  G. 
Chase,  Caroline  Wheaton,  Eunice  N.  Thorn- 

ton, Mary  S.  Thornton.  H.  N.  Thornton  was 
chosen  Clerk. 

The  first  townmeeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  was  held  at  the  house  of  E.  Frissell, 
February  21,  1854.  Ezbai  Kidder  was  elect- 

ed Supervisor;  Levant  B.  Brown,  Clerk; 
Levant  B.  Brown,  Martin  C.  Grant,  Charles 
Russell,  Aaron  J.  Phillips,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  Francis  M.  Alford,  Superintendent 
of  Schools;  Joel  Scudder,  Jr.,  and  Nathan 
A.  Alexander,  Assessors;  Simeon  C.  Davis, 
Smith  Spencer  and  Stephen  C.  Rhinehart, 
Commissioners  of  Highways;  Stephen  Nor- 

ton, Collector;  Eddy  Weatherly,  Joshua 
Norton,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Stephen 
Norton,  Joseph  Davis,  Abram  Martin,  James 
Griffin,  Constables;  Milo  Van  Namee,  George 
A.  Dorn,  Stephen  Norton,  Inspectors  of  Elec- 

tion, (appointed.)  Alexander  T.  Prender- 
gast,  Benjamin  T.  Morgan  and  James  B. 
Slocum,  with  Albert  Scudder  as  Clerk,  were 

designated  a  Board  to  preside  at  this  meet- 
ing . 

SUPERVISORS. 

1853-4,  Ezbai  Kidder;  1855-5G,  Lucian  V. 
Axtell;  1857,  Charles  Spencer;  1858,  D.  G. 
Morgan;  1859,  Russell  M.  Brown;  1860, 
George  A.  Hall;  1861,  Russell  M.  Brown; 
1862-63-64-G5,  Wellington  Woodward;  1866- 
G7,  Aaron  J.  Phillips;  18G8,  W.  Woodward; 
18G9-70-71-72,  Joel  Scudder;  1873,  Aaron  J. 
Phillips;  1874-75,  John  H.  Russell;  1876, 
Charles  W.  Creal;  1877,  W.  Woodward; 

1878,  Charles  W.  Creal;  1879-80,  Joel  Scud- 
der; 1881,  Charles  W.  Creal;  1882,  C.  E. 

Woodworth;  1883-84-85,  George  C.  Fissell; 
188G-87,  Samuel  Kidder;  1888-89.  Izariah 
Hall;  1890,  Samuel  Kidder;  1891-92-93-94-95- 
96-97,  Allen  A.  Gould;  1898-99-00-01,  Andrew 
B.  Carter;  1902-03-04,  Aionzo  J.  Martin. 

SHOWING  THE  HUINS  OK  THE  ROUND  AND  OCTA(iON  HOUSES  ON 
THE  SPIRITU  LIST'S  DOMAIN 



THE  KIANTONE  MOVEMENT 

BY  OLIVER  F.  CHASE. 

Percy — "I  can  call  spirits  from  the  vastly  deep.11 
Glcndower — 41  Why  so  can  I,  and  so  can  any  man,  but  will  they  come  when  you 

do  call  to  them." — Shakespeare. 

OLIVER  P.  CHASE 

The  Kiantone  Springs,  or  the 
Kiantone  Movement,  christened 

"The  Domain,"  lingers  as  a  mem- 
ory of  the  past  as  an  early  phase 

of  modern  Spiritualism.  A  brief 
mention  may  not  be  amiss  as  a 
contribution  of  Kiantone  Town- 

ship as  a  part  of  Chautauqua 
history.  Whatever  may  be  of- 

fered, hope  may  be  taken  by 
our  Spiritualist  friends  in  good  part,  as  not 
offered  derogatory  to  their  religious  belief, 
neither  with  intent  to  impute  to  them,  at 
present,  doctrines  of  Immorality.  Of  this 
movement,  will  say  with  Othello: 

"Speak  of  me  as  I  am,  nothing  extenuate 
Nor  aught  set  down  in  malice." 
The  scenes  were  laid  in  the  picturesque 

Valley  of  the  Kiantone  Creek  just  above  the 
Alex  Prendergast  farm,  a  part  of  wmch 
afterward  was  known  as  Townsend  and 

Griswold  farm  and  lumber  tract,  and  border- 
ing on  the  dividing  line  of  New  York  and 

Pennsylvania.  A  beautiful  spot  circled  by 
gently  sloping  hills,  set  off  by  shade  of 
sycamore,  birch,  elm,  and  maple,  a  spiritual 
vale  from  which  the  spirit  veil  had  been 
withdrawn. 
The  time,  from  1853  to  1870,  possibly  a 

few  spasmodic  efforts  a  little  later.  The 
pageantry  of  tents,  round  and  octagon 
houses  of  green,  blue  and  red  rooms  of 
caves  and  springs,  and  camp  sites,  are  now 
as  obliterated  to  the  observer  as  the  glories 
of  storied  cities  of  the  past,  nothing  but 

ruins  remain.  In  the  language  of  Byron's 
"Lament," 

"Eternal  summer  gilds  them  yet 
When  all  except  their  sun  has  set." 

I  was  a  mere  lad  then  living  on  an  adja- 
cent farm  and  used  to  fish  for  suckers  at  the 

old  Prendergast  dam  near  the  Springs.  In 
the  light  of  after  years  I  believe  the  apostle, 
John  M.  Spear,  used  to  catch  suckers, 
Dowie-like,  after  a  different  way. 

To  my  boyish  mind,  every  house,  tree  and 
bush  at  the  Springs  was  haunted  and  the 
abode  of  spirits.  In  the  shadowy  moon- 

light, the  solemn  owl  would  interrogate, 

"who,  who,  who,"  and  the  tree  toads  and 
crickets  would  answer  "spirits,  spirits,  spir- 

its," while  we  waited  in  tense  expectancy 
for  the  disembodied  ones  to  appear. 

"Black  spirits,  and  white,  red  spirits  and 
grey, 

Mingle,  mingle,  mingle,  ye  who  mingle  may." 
In  the  medium  developing  process, 

"There  was  played  such  fantastic  tricks  be- 
fore high  heaven 

As  makes  the  angels  weep." 
Especially  the  Indian  control,  when  on 

the  war  path,  was  boisterous  beyond  de- 
gree. A  certain  athletic  doctor,  while  under 

Indian  control  would  vault  an  eight-rail 
fence  with  as  much  ease  as  a  champion  hur- 

dle rider,  and  when  the  spirit  from  "The 
lost  Atlantas"  came  to  the  awe-struck  lis- 

teners in  the  dark  circle,  it's  eloquence  was 
marvelous,  it's  sentences  beautiful,  but  it's 
words  needed  inspiration  to  understand. 
(We  use  the  word,  it,  as  a  spirit  may  be 
masculine,  feminine  or  neuter,  as  you  like 

it.) 

A  cow  kicking  over  a  lamp,  caused  the 
Chicago  conflagration,  likewise,  the  cows  re- 

located an  ancient  "deer  lick,"  causing  a 
Spiritual  conflagration.  This  pointer  was 
followed  by  a  spirit  medium  with  a  witch- 
hazel  bush,  and  spirit  aid,  and  the  mineral 
springs  were  located  on  the  farm  of  John 

Chase,  adjacent  to  "state  line,"  in  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Associated   with  William  Britting- 
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ham,  they  built  a  large  house,  christened 

"The  Castle,"  afterward  called  Britting- 
ham's  Folly,  containing  thirty  five  odd 
rooms  for  the  reception  of  guests,  and  bored 
about  fifty  feet,  and  obtained  two  springs, 
the  positive  and  the  negative  springs,  tue 
negative  spring  strongly  impregnated  with 
sulphur.  These  waters  were  reputed  to 
have  medicinal  value.  The  scheme  of  boil- 

ing down  the  water  in  huge  sap  kettles  was 
resorted  to,  and  the  sediment  or  powder  put 
up  in  small  wooden  turned  boxes  and  la- 

beled "A  Spiritual  Cure  All."  We  call  to 
memory  the  Chase  boys,  Dwight,  Oscar  and 
Gilman,  who  run  the  outfit,  and  when  the 
powder  did  not  boil  down  fast  enough,  had 
recourse  to  the  blue  clay  bank  beside  the 
creek.  As  we  remember  Dr.  William  Bnt- 
tingham,  an  old  resident  of  Chautauqua,  a 

debonair  gentleman,  "a  man  of  infinite  jest 
and  most  excellent  fancy  but  alas  whose 
dreams  of  wealth  through  spirit  aid  came 

to  naught." 
At  this  time  appeared  upon  the  scene, 

John  M.  Spear,  a  noted  medium  of  the  time, 
who  seemed  to  have  an  extraordinary  hyp- 

notic power  over  his  followers;  a  man  of 
considerable  literary  ability;  the  author  of 
several  volumes  controlled  by  bands  of 
spirits  with  names  coined,  expressive  of 
their  vocations  and  purposes  in  spirit  life, 
among  which  were:  The  Association  of 
Beneficents,  Association  of  Elementizers, 
Association  of  Educationizers,  Association 
of  Healthfulizers,  Association  of  Electric- 
izers,  and  so  on,  ad  infinitum. 

Owing  to  pecuniary  difficulties,  the  Chase- 
Brittingham  outfit  and  the  Spear  contingent 
did  not  agree.  The  spirits  gave  an  edict 
of  nullification  and  secession  from  the 

heretofore  union.  One  hundred  seventy- 
three  acres  of  land  was  purchased  adjacent, 
in  the  Town  of  Kiantone,  and  christened 

"The  Domain,"  improvements  made,  build- 
ings erected,  etc.,  to  be  run  on  the  com- 

munity of  interest  plan  not  only  in  spiritual 
affairs,  but  in  the  more  earthly  conjugal  re- 

lations, patterned  somewhat  after  the  "Onei- 
da Community,"  then  run  by  John  H.  Noyes. 

Strawberries,  raspberries  and  blackberries 

were  raised,  and  a  grove  of  "Osier"  willows 
planted  for  basket  weaving;  the  tangled 
mass  of  willows  now  grown  into  trees,  re- 

main as  a  prominent  feature  of  the  land- 
scape first  seen  from  afar. 

Ten  or  twelve  cottages,  square,  round  and 
octagon,  were  built,  these  were  divided  into 

rooms,  painted  the  colors  of  the  rainbow; 
one  room  was  especially  devoted  to  the 

shattered  remains  of  "The  Electric  Motor," 
a  machine  which  had  been  previously  ex- 

ploited at  Randolph;  a  motor  whose  power, 
theoretically,  was  to  be  generated  by  the 
positive  and  negative  magnetic  and  electric 
currents  of  the  human  body;  the  conception 

of  a  sort  of  "Electrical  Walking  Franken- 
stein." This  machine  met  with  hard  usage 

at  the  hands  of  the  unreasoning  mob  while 

at  a  house  christened  "Highrock  Tower," 
built  on  a  hilly  suburb  of  Randolph.  New 
York.  Spear,  himself,  thus  describes  the 
catastrophe  in  a  letter  published  at  the 
time.  The  following  is  an  extract,  little  less 

than  prophetic:  "At  precisely  the  time  des- 
ignated, and  at  the  point  expected,  motion 

appeared,  corresponding  with  embryotic  life, 
but  the  mob  has  done  its  work,  the  little 
mechanism  has  been  assaulted,  torn  asun- 

der, and  trampled  under  the  foot  of  man. 
But  if  this  eiiort  to  use  electricity  as  a  mo- 

tive power  fails  at  this  time,  I  am  persuad- 
ed that  in  the  coming  future,  when  man 

becomes  more  intelligent  and  more  unfolded, 
he  will  be  enabled  to  command  this  subtle 
element  with  the  greatest  ease  and  greater 
economy  than  steam.  Thank  God,  the  prin- 

cipals which  have  been  presented  and  the 
philosophy  which  has  been  communicated, 
are  beyond  reach  of  the  mob;  they  are  im- 

mortal and  they  cannot  be  destroyed." 
If  the  spirit  of  Spear  should  return  from 

the  "Summerland"  and  witness  wireless 
telegraphy  and  moving  pictures,  or  the  ex- 

ploit of  an  electric  motor,  running  a  crowd- 
ed street  car  up  a  street  grade,  he,  no  doubt, 

would  be  more  agreeably  surprised  than 

would  an  original  signer  of  the  "Declara- 
tion of  Independence,"  should  he  return  and 

read  up  on  "Our  new  departure  in  the  Philip- 

pines." 

Associated  in  the  movement  was  J.  M. 
Sterling,  Dr.  A.  Underbill,  Doctor  Mayhew, 
S.  C.  Hewitt,  T.  S.  Sheldon,  Horace  Fenton. 
They  all  seemed  to  be  possessed  of  a  mania 
to  hunt  for  buried  treasures. 

Under  spirit  direction  a  tunnel  or  cavity 
was  dug  in  the  hillside  about  four  and  one- 
half  feet  square,  descending  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees  to  a  distance  of  one  hun- 

dred forty  feet.  The  hole  was  started  in 
New  York  and  ended,  alas  in  Pennsylvania: 
a  clear  case  of  degeneration.  Even  such 
an  intangible  thing  as  a  spiritual  hole  in  the 
ground  must  fail,  when  started  in  the  Empire 
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to  end  in  the  inanimate  Keystone.  Those 
who  dug  the  hole  were  assured  by  the  spir- 

its that  they  would  find  the  fossil  remains 
of  a  web-footed  specimen  of  the  human  race, 
a  sort  of  pre-historic  lake  dweller.  Under 
Spear's  direction  the  casket  was  prepared 
in  advance,  lined  with  velvet,  etc.,  to  exhibit 
to  the  world,  (it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that 
this  combined  contribution  to  Ethnology 
and  Ornothology  did  not  materialize. 

This  place  was  the  Mecca  of  clairvoyants, 
psychics,  astrologers  and  cranks.  The 

adage  goes,  "Cranks  turn  the  world,"  the 
world  got  a  lively  turn  at  the  Springs. 
Long-haired  men,  and  short-haired  women, 
bent  on  dress  reform  and  the  emancipation 
of  their  sex  from  the  slavery  of  masculine 
control;  in  fact,  every  fad  was  welcomed 
and  given  the  freedom  of  the  place.  Reports 
said  that  once  on  a  time,  there  was  a  cere- 

mony similar  to  the  "procession  of  the 
penetents"  by  Pope's  order,  in  the  middle 
ages.  Occasion — the  ushering  of  a  new  dis- 

pensation of  freedom  of  women  from  mascu- 
line tyranny;  time — midnight,  musical  ac- 

companiment, bells,  horns,  tin  pans;  cos- 
tumes— nightgowns.  Whether  the  new  era 

flourished  with  such  uncanny  opening  is 
still  a  matter  of  conjecture. 
The  camp  meeting  in  September.  1858, 

was  the  apex  of  notoriety,  five  to  six  thous- 
and people  assembled  to  listen  to  the  spirit- 
ual orators.  A  certain  speaker  who  was  not 

on  the  program,  and  who  was  not  in  accord 
with  the  conjugal  relations  practiced  by 
Spear  and  his  followers,  by  fiery  invective, 
wrought  the  crowd  to  such  a  pitch  of  ex- 

citement, superinduced  by  the  previous  put- 
ting down  of  the  ardent  spirits,  (bottled 

ones),  which  raised  spirits  of  destruction, 
that  they  were  on  the  verge  of  resorting  to 
mob  violence,  even  as  they  did  before  to 

the  hapless  "electric  motor."  This  climax 
was  averted  by  the  magnetic  persuasive 
oratory  of  Mrs.  Britt. 
From  this  time  the  camp  meeting  dates 

its  decadence,  as  Silas  Wegg  would  say, 

"the  decline  and  fall  off  the  Roman  Empire." 
The  land  passed  into  the  hands  of  J.  M. 
Sterling,  who  held  it  subject  to  spirit  or- 

ders. Efforts  were  made  by  different  ones 
to  found  a  healing  institute,  with  indifferent 
success.  Emma  Harding  Brittian,  noted 

spiritual  speaker,  and  author  of  "History 
of  Modern  Spiritualism,"  visited  the  place 
afterward,  and  prophetically  assured  her 

auditors,  "this  was  to  be  the  center  of  the 
earth,  round  which  spiritual  things  would 

revolve."  If  the  prophesy  should  ever  come 
to  pass,  the  motion  would,  no  doubt,  be  more 
or  less  eccentric. 

The  late  Edward  R.  Bootey  of  Jamestown, 
attorney,  managed  the  property  for  the  Ster- 

ling heirs,  and  finally  sold  it  to  be  used  as 
a  cattle  range,  and  is  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Cheney. 

In  conclusion  may  we  "point  a  moral,  and 
adorn  a  tale."  Voltaire  said,  "All  religions 
have  the  maxims  of  a  sage  and  the  creeds 

of  a.  fool."  He  might  have  added,  "all  re- 
ligions, have  a  kernel  of  truth  in  spite  of 

excrescences  of  error."  Spiritualism  is  no 
exception  to  a  general  rule.  No  grander 
theory  of  the  future  as  voiced  by  its  elo- 

quent speakers  when  divested  of  practices 
of  fraud.  Of  the  scores  of  different  com- 

munities that  have  been  started,  based  on 
common  property,  and  common  social  rela- 

tions, scarce  one  has  proved  a  lasting  suc- 
cess, and  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  aught  that 

strikes  at  the  individuality  of  the  home 
and  the  integrity  of  its  domestic  relations, 
is  predestined  to  merited  failure. 

"Sic  transit  in  gloria  mundi." 



MINA. 

BY  JOHN  E.  OTTAWAY. 

Mina  is  a  town  of  high  altitude,  of 

rolling  and  hilly  surface.  It  was  taken 
from  Clymer  on  March  23,  1824,  at 
which  time  it  included  the  present  Town 
of  Sherman,  which  was  taken  off  in 

1832.  It  comprises  township  two,  range 

fifteen,  and  is  twenty-two  thousand  and 
twenty-two  acres  in  extent.  French 
Creek,  its  largest  stream,  flows  through 

the  northern  and  western  parts  of  Sher- 
man, crosses  the  southeast  corner  of 

Mina  into  the  Town  of  French  Creek, 

its  waters  mingling  with  those  of  the 

Allegheny,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers. 
Findley  Lake  the  second  largest  body 

of  water  in  the  county,  is  situated  among 

high  hills.  It  has  two  beautiful  islands, 

and  the  scenery  has  every  element  of 
loveliness  and  picturesqueness  that 
could  be  desired  to  delight  the  artist 
or  the  lover  of  nature.  French  Creek 

forms  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  for 

several  miles  along  its  shores  are  situ- 
ated mills  whose  machinery  is  turned 

by  the  water  power  of  the  stream.  (  hy- 
ing to  the  insufficiency  of  the  water 

supply  the  mills  are  fewer  in  number 
than  in  former  years  when  the  country 

was  heavily  timbered  and  the  water  in 
the  creek  more  constant. 

Mina  is  a  part  of  the  watershed  divid- 
ing the  valleys  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 

the  Mississippi  Rivers.  The  waters 
from  the  streams  of  the  northern  part 

flow  into  Lake  Erie,  to  find  their  way 
at  last  to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 

Atlantic  Ocean,  while  the  tributaries  of 
French  Creek  send  their  waters  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

It  will  be  noted  that  settlement  of  the 

county  began  soon  after  the  War  of 
1812.  There  was  plenty  of  game  in 
the  forests  that  covered  the  hillsides 

and  valleys  for  many  years  thereafter, 
including  deer  and  bear,  and  many  a 
.oothsome  wild  steak  was  enjoyed  by 

the  hardy  settlers  and  their  families. 
Traces  of  numerous  beaver  dams  were 

found  by  the  pioneers,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  hunters  and  trappers  had 

sought  excitement  and  profitable  occu- 
pation in  the  wilderness,  who  did  not 

become  permanent  residents. 

The  following  historical  matter  rela- 
tive to  Mina  is  gleaned  from  an  article 

written  by  a  pioneer  of  the  township 

and  published  in  1861  :  '"The  Town  of 
Mina  was  settled  between  forty  and 

fifty  years  ago.  But  few  of  its  first  set- 
tlers now  reside  here ;  some  have 

moved  away  ;  and  others  have  gone  to 
their  long  homes.  Among  the  first 

were :  Alexander  Findley,  George  Has- 
kell, Roger  Haskell,  Damon,  James 

Skellie,  H.  J.  Skellie,  Robert  Corbett, 
Philip  Mark,  Woolcutt,  Joseph  Palmer, 

John  Keeler,  Asa  Madden,  Potter  Sulli- 
van, James  Ottaway,  Nathaniel  Throop, 

Seth  McCurry,  S.  Park,  S.  Curtiss.  Ben- 

jamin Hazen,  C.  Barnes,  Samuel  Elli- 
thorp,  D.  Babcock,  Samuel  Gott,  E.  F. 

Bisby,  Hial  Rowley,  Z.  Beekford,  A. 
Whitney  and  many  more.  The  Town 
of  Mina  has  improved  much.  Years 

ago,  within  my  memory  there  were  few 
inhabitants.  ( )nc  settled  here,  another 

there.  Alexander  Findley,  I  believe, 
was  the  first  settler.     He  came  in  the 
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year  1816;  erected  mills  soon  after. 
The  old  man  has  been  dead  a  good  many 
years.  His  wife  died  a  year  or  two  ago, 

(1859  or  i860)  at  the  age  of  nearly  one 
hundred  years. 

"The  first  store  kept  in  town  was  by 
Charles  Brockway  on  Findley  Lake. 
In  1824  our  first  inn  was  kept  at  Mina 

Corners  by  Cnllen  Barnes.  The  first 
death,  the  mother  of  Nathaniel  Throop, 

was  in  1827.  Nathaniel  Throop  was  the 
first  Supervisor,  elected  in  1825.  Town 

Clerk,  Roger  Haskell.  In  the  year 

1824-5  Mr.  Throop  lived  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Newell  Grover.  He, 
too,  was  the  first  Postmaster  and 

brought  the  mail  on  his  back  once  a 

week  from  Mayville.  Our  second  Post- 
master was  Potter  Sullivan.  Next,  I 

believe,  H.  J.  Spalding.  First  physician 
in  town  was  Doctor  Wilcox.  He  lived 

in  a  log  house  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  N.  Grover.  The  next  was 

Alma.  We  have  had  eleven :  Wilcox, 

Alma,  Barnes,  Truesdale,  Pierce;,  San- 
ders, H.  J.  Rumsey,  Philips,  Green,  A. 

F.  Jenning,  Bowen. 

"I  well  remember  the  first  militia 
training  I  attended  at  Mina.  It  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Z.  Rickard,  near 

Mina  Corners,  where  Hugh  Skellie 

lives.  The  Captain's  name  was  John  P. Adams. 

"Our  town  has  improved  much  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  first 

came  to  Mina  in  1828  and  have  lived 
on  the  same  farm  ever  since.  I  have  no 

desire  to  go  through  the  hardships  of  a 

new  country  again.  When  I  look  back 
and  around  I  can  see  but  a  few  that  were 

here  thirty-six  years  ago.  I  would  just 
mention  one  circumstance  incident  to 

the  settlement  of  a  new  country.  Our 

pastures  were  very  large.  Led  on  and 
on  by  the  tinkling  of  the  bell  for  our 
cattle  sometimes  we  found  them  and 
sometimes  we  did  not.  I  remember  a 

little  girl  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old 

who  got  lost  and  remained  in  the  woods 
all  night.  In  the  morning  she  came  out 
to  my  house,  (it  was  March  or  April) 
and  she  looked  more  like  a  wild  person 

than  anything  else.  Sh<  told  her  story 
and  said  she  dare  not  go  home  to  her 
stepmother  for  fear  of  a  whipping.  I 

started  to  go  home  with  her  but  she 
would  not  let  me  go  all  the  way  to  the 

house.  I  met  her  father,  who  was  un- 
concernedly going  to  another  part  of 

the  town,  and  in  answer  to  my  ques- 
tions, he  said  the  girl  did  not  get  back 

home  after  going  for  the  cows  the  night 
before.  I  afterwards  learned  that  the 

girl  did  not  venture  to  go  home  until 
night  of  the  day  I  started  to  escort  her, 
when  her  mother  gave  her  a  severe 
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whipping  for  not  finding  the  cows.  But 
the  girl  has  grown  up  and,  I  believe,  is 
married.  Her  parents  have  moved 

away  ;  let  them  stay. 

"As  for  mills,  we  have  six  sawmills 
and  one  gristmill,  owned  by  Robert  A. 
Corbett,  and  as  good  a  mill  as  any  town 
need  have.  The  water  privilege  at  Find- 
ley  Lake  is  second  best  in  the  county — 
Jamestown  probably,  is  superior.  We 
have  eleven  school  districts,  in  which 
school  is  kept  from  six  to  nine  months 
in  the  year.  We  have  thirty-one  road 
districts  and  the  roads  throughout  the 
town  arc  mostly  in  good  condition.  We 
have  three  meeting  houses,  the  Metho- 

dist Episcopal  Church  in  the  west  part 
of  the  town  ;  one  at  Findley  Lake  called 
the  United  Brethren,  and  one  near 

Mina's  Corners  that  belongs  to  the  Ger- 
mans, Presbyterians." 

ZEBDLAN  I.  EACH 
First  male  child  born  in  the  town  of  Mina. 

The  full  ticket  elected  at  the  first 

town  meeting  in  Mina,  held  at  the 

schoolhouse  near  Alexander  Findley's 
in  April,  1824,  was  as  follows:  Super- 

visor, Nathaniel  Throop ;  Town  Clerk, 

Roger  Haskell ;  Assessors,  Aaron  Whit- 

ney, Zina  Rickard,  Otis  Skinner;  Col- 
lector, Isaac  Hazen  ;  Overseers  of  the 

Poor,    Alexander     Findley,  Orlando 

Durkee ;  Commissioner  of  Highways, 

Benjamin  Hazen,  Jeremiah  Knowles, 

Potter  Sullivan  ;  Constables,  Isaac  Haz- 
en, Thomas  Downey;  Commissioners 

of  Schools,  Zina  Rickard,  Jeremiah 

Knowles,  Alexander  Findley ;  Inspec- 
tors of  Schools,  Daniel  Waldo  Jr.,  Isaac 

Hazen,  Samuel  Dickerson. 

The  first  regular  religious  meetings 
held  in  Mina  were  those  of  the  Dutch 

Reformed  Church  in  1826.  They  were 
held  in  the  barn  of  Benjamin  Hazen, 

with  Rev.  Mr.  Bradley  as  the  clergy- 
man. Findley  Lake  Church  (United 

Brethren)  was  founded  in  1855  by  Rev. 

J.  W.  Clark,  who  served  as  pastor.  The 
society  built  a  church  in  1862.  The 
American  Reformed  Church  was  formed 

at  Mina  Corners  December  19,  1856, 

with  forty-four  members,  by  Rev.  J.  W. 

Dunewakl.  The  original  members  in- 
cluded Lorenzo  Buck,  Adam  Himelein, 

George  Hammer,  J.  G.  Barringer, 

Adam  Merket,  their  wives  and  Mar- 

garet B.  Phifer.  In  1859  a  church  edi- 
fice was  built  costing  fourteen  hundred 

dollars.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  at  the  Corners  was  formed  May 

1 8,  1858.  The  first  members  were 

Thomas  R.  Coveny,  Daniel  Fritz  and 
wife,  Alexander  D.  Holdridge  and  wife, 

Daniel  Declow  and  wife,  William  Bak- 

er, Charity  Chase,  Lucy  and  Melissa 
Holdridge,  Jane  Tryon,  Lucinda  Relf 
and  Betsey  Baker.  The  Trustees  were 

A.  D.  Floldridge,  William  Baker  and 
Nehum  M.  Grimes.  About  the  same 

time  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

West  Mina,  was  formed.  Among  its 

first  members  were  John  and  Alexander 
Skellie,  Uriah  and  Azan  Fenton,  Henry 

F.  and  James  F.  Moore.  A  church  was 

built  in  1851)  with  capacity  for  seating 
three  hundred. 

From  the  school  offices  it  is  notice- 

able that  the  pioneers  at  that  earlv  day 

were  very  particular  about  their  schools. 
They  desired  that  their  children  should 
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have  the  best  opportunities  for  educa- 

tion possible  in  such  primitive  surround- 
ings. Considerable  attention  was  paid 

to  the  making  of  roads,  too,  and  keep- 
ing them  in  passable  condition. 

In  1824  the  vote  in  Mina  for  Govern- 

or was :  Young,  forty-four ;  Dewitt 
Clinton,  twenty.  From  1841  to  1845 

the  strength  of  the  Whigs  and  Demo- 
crats was  practically  equal.  A  tie  vote 

occurred  for  Supervisor  several  times. 

At  one  election  the  vote  for  Highway 

Commissioners  was  sixty-three  on  one 
side  and  sixty-four  on  the  other. 

The  principal  era  for  the  building  of 
sawmills  and  gristmills  using  water 
power  in  the  town  was  from  1825  to 
1840.  The  first  steam  mill  was  built 

by  Davison  and  Greenman  in  1866,  in 
the  northwest  part  of  the  town,  on  lot 

sixty-four.  The  firms  of  E.  Chesley 
&  Company  and  Elmer  Chesley  &  Sons 
owned  it  afterwards  successively.  The 

Chesley  family  in  America  is  a  very  old 
one,  dating  back  as  far  as  1633  in  Dover, 
New  Hampshire.  The  Chesleys  of  later 
generations  have  been  prominent  in 
New  England  and  elsewhere  to  the 

present  time.  A.  D.  Holdridge,  an  ac- 
tive citizen,  built  a  saw,  shingle  and  lath 

mill  in  Mina  in  1872.  Samuel  Gill 
owned  and  operated  a  sawmill  on  lot 
sixteen,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 

near  Ripley  line,  on  Twenty-mile  Creek 
from  1852  to  the  time  of  his  death  in 

1879.  The  business  was  continued  by 
his  son,  Samuel  H.  Gradually,  as  the 

timber  was  cut  away,  the  fields  and  hill- 
sides became  pasture  and  meadowlands, 

the  herds  increased  and  dairying  came 

into  greater  and  greater  prominence  as 

the  industry  upon  which  the  people  re- 
lied. Various  improvements  in  dairy- 

ing and  cheesemaking  methods  and 
facilities  were  introduced  from  time  to 

time,  also.  Creameries  have  been  built 

in  recent  years  and  the  making  of  cheese 

and  butter  of  the  most  excellent  quali- 

ties has  become  a  profitable  occupation, 

in  which  there  is  opportunity  for  the 

display  of  much  skill. 
Peter  R.  Montague,  a  venerable  gen- 

tleman who  was  born  in  1809  and  with- 
out whom  a  thorough  history  of  Mina 

could  not  be  told,  said  : 

"With  my  parents  I  came  from  Mid- 
dlebury,  Wyoming  County,  New  York, 
in  April,  1824,  and  took  up  land  on  lot 
thirty-six,  in  an  almost  unbroken  wild- 

erness, with  but  a  few  settlers  in  town. 
We  began  at  once  to  clear  a  place 
where  we  could  erect  a  small  log  house 

and  enter  upon  a  task  of  some  day  hav- 
ing a  home.  With  axes  in  hand  we  were 

soon  at  work  laying  low  the  forest. 
As  soon  as  our  house  was  constructed 

I  set  about  to  make  myself  a  bed  with 
nothing  but  an  augur  and  axe  to  work 
with.  It  was  made  out  of  round  poles, 
and  for  the  cord  I  used  elm  bark,  quite 
different  from  the  beds  of  the  present 
time.  In  those  early  days  the  making 
of  black  salts  was  the  chief  industry, 
that  commodity  always  bringing  cash. 
Another  young  man  and  myself  took  a 
job  to  clear  one  acre  01  land,  for  which 
we  received  ten  bushels  of  wheat  and 
the  ashes.  The  black  salts  made  from 

the  ashes  we  sold  for  twenty-one  dol- 
lars. Those  who  had  pine  timber  suit- 

able for  the  purpose  could  shave  shin- 
gles and  get  one  dollar  a  thousand  for 

them  in  trade  at  the  stores.  The  price 

of  eggs  was  six  to  eight  cents  per  doz- 
en ;  butter  eight  to  nine  cents  a  pound. 

Wolves  were  troublesome  and  sheep 
had  to  be  guarded  each  night.  The 
settlers  trapped  them  by  building  a  pen 
of  logs  about  twelve  feet  square  at  the 
bottom,  tapering  to  a  smaller  diameter 
toward  the  top  till  at  the  height  of  eight 
feet  it  would  be  but  three  feet  across. 
With  fresh  meat  used  as  bait  the  wolves 
were  often  lured  into  this  area  during 
the  night,  whence  they  of  course  could 
not  escape.  The  two  early  industries 
were  tanning  and  distilling.  Benjamin 
Hazen  had  a  few  vats  and  tanned 

leather  for  many  vears.  Another  Hazen 
had  a  small  distillery  and  distilled 
whiskey  from  potatoes  and  corn  meal, 
which  readily  sold  for  twenty-five  cents 

a  gallon." 
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Mr.  Montague  mentions  that  the  first 

company  training  (militia)  he  attended 

was  at  Zina  Richard's.  The  trainings 
were  held  each  year  in  September. 

John  P.  Adams  was  Captain  on  this  oc- 
casion. Later  three  brothers  named 

Barber — triplets — who  could  not  well 

be  told  apart,  so  perfect  was  the  re- 
semblance one  to  another,  were  chosen 

respectively  as  Captain,  Lieutenant  and 

Orderly  Sergeant.  Mr.  Montague  adds : 

"So  much  did  they  resemble  each  to  the 
other  that  although  I  lived  by  them  for 

ten  years,  I  could  not  tell  them  apart, 

but  had  to  say  'Mr.  Barber,'  and  let 

it  go." Alexander  Findley,  who  is  credited 

with  having  been  the  first  settler  of 

Mina,  was  possessed  of  the  hardy  con- 
stitution, determination  and  strong 

nerves  needed  in  the  pioneer,  and  which 

made  of  him  a  good  soldier  when  de- 
manded by  the  occasion.  He  came 

from  the  North  of  Ireland  about  1790 

with  his  family.  He  first  settled  in 

Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  from  where 
he  made  excursions  into  the  wilderness 

as  a  hunter  of  wild  game  and  lands  that 
should  suit  his  fancy  as  the  seeker  of 
a  permanent  home.  Being  charmed 
with  the  situation  at  the  foot  of  the  lake 

to  which  his  name  was  later  given,  he 

selected  and  bought,  in  181 1,  land  on  lot 

fifty-two  there.  The  Holland  Land 
Company  gave  him  the  privilege  of 
building  mills.  He  began  to  build  a 
sawmill  in  1815  and  in  1816  he  made 

his  permanent  home  there.  In  this  year 
he  completed  his  sawmill  and  soon  after 

a  gristmill,  which  afforded  him  an  op- 
portunity for  activity  during  his  life 

time.  The  water  which  first  received 

the  name  of  Findley's  Pond  later  re- 
ceived the  more  dignified  name  of  Find- 

ley's  Lake.  A  settlement  sprung  up 
about  the  mills  which  at  this  time  is  a 

prosperous  village  of  some  five  hun- 
dred people,  with  several  stores,  a  good 

hotel,  a  creamery,  shops,  two  churches, 

an  excellent  school  building  and  a  news- 

paper. 

Young  says:  "By  the  construction 
df  the  dam  (for  Findley's  Mills)  several 
hundred  acres  of  land  were  overflowed. 

The  dam  was  several  years  later  swept 

away  by  a  June  freshet  and  on  the  land 
which  had  again  become  uncovered,  a 
luxuriant  growth  of  herbage  sprung  up 

before  a  new  dam  was  erected  ;  and  the 

subsequent  decomposition  of  the  herb- 
age under  the  water  caused  sickness, 

and  Mr.  Findley  was  indicted  for  main- 

taining a  nuisance."  The  litigation  that 
was  begun  as  a  result  was  not  concluded 

as  long  as  Mr.  Findley  lived.  About 
1827  Mr.  Findley  built  a  carding  mill 
in  which  he  also  dressed  cloth.  He 

and  his  son  William  served  in  the  W ar 
of  1812.  Of  his  eleven  children  three 

sons,  Hugh,  Russell  and  Carson,  be- 
came residents  of  Mina  ;  Hugh  B.  and 

Carson,  who  inherited  the  mill  proper- 

ties, sold  the  upper  site  to  Robert  Cor- 
bett,  who  built  new  mills  and  stopped 
the  sickness. 

James  D.  Findley,  a  farmer,  son  of 
Hugh  B.,  is  a  representative  of  the  old 
pioneer.  He  has  served  as  Postmaster 

at  Findley's  Lake.  He  and  his  brother, 
Henry  B.,  served  in  the  Civil  War. 
Henry  was  killed  June  1,  1864,  at  the 
Battle  of  Cold  Harbor;  James  D.  lost 

his  left  arm  June  26,  1864,  at  Peters- burg. 

Among  the  early  settlers  Aaron 

Whitney  bought  mi  lot  fifty-nine  in 
1818.  He  lived  there  all  his  life  and 

reared  a  large  family.  Jonathan  Dar- 
row,  George  and  Roger  Haskell  settled 
in  the  same  neighborhood,  mi  lots  fifty- 

eight  and  fifty-nine,  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  town,  previous  to  1820. 
Aaron  Whitney,  who  bought  on  lot 

fifty-nine  became  a  lifelong  resident  and 
reared  a  large  family.  Jeremiah 

1\ nowles,  an  early  settler,  was  a  sur- 
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veyor  and  laid  out  the  first  road  in  the 

western  part  of  the  town.  Zina  Rick- 
ards  settled  on  lot  eighteen  in  1818, 
and  Cullen  Barnes  settled  in  Mina  about 

the  same  time.  George  Collier  bought 

a  farm  on  lot  forty-five  in  182 1  and  long 
resided  there.  His  son,  George  EL, 
went  to  Oregon  from  Mina,  where  he 

became  Professor  of  Chemistry  and 

Physics  in  the  University  of  Oregon. 
In  the  next  three  or  four  vears  after 

1821  things  were  developing  rapidly  in 
Mina.  New  roads  were  laid  out, 
bridges  built,  and  talk  was  heard  of 

ASHKR  THOMPSON  AND  WIFE 
Early  settlers,  Town  of  Mina. 

scIk  nil  and  "meeting  houses."  On  the 
east  side  of  the  town  pioneer  settlers 

were  coming  in  from  County  Kent,  Eng- 

land. James  Ottawa,  whose  descend- 
ants hold  important  positions  in  the 

county  now,  came  in  1823.  Others  of 
the  settlers  referred  to  were  Edward 

Buss,  William  and  George  Relf,  Edward 
Chambers,  Edward  Barden  and  Thomas 

Coveny.  The  sons  of  Edward  Cham- 
bers were  Joseph,  Frederick,  William 

and  John.  George  and  Isaac  Relf,  sons 
of  William,  were  prominent  in  business 

and  held  office.  In  1824  Robert  Cor- 
bett  came  from  Milford,  Massachusetts, 

and  bought  part  of  lot  three.  The  re- 
building of  the  Findley  saw  and  grist- 

mills at  the  village  by  him  has  already 
been  mentioned.  Robert  A.  Corbett, 

his  son,  succeeded  to  the  mills,  which 
were  sold  in  1864  to  William  Sellkr egg. 

EARLY  PURCHASES. 

1811.    September,  Alexander  Findley,  52. 
1815.  October,  Alexander  Findley,  42. 

Jonathan  Darrow,  57  or  58. 
1816.  March,  George  Haskell,  58. 
1818.  October,  Aaron  Whitney,  59.  Rob- 

ert Haskell,  59. 
1821.  May,  George  Collier,  45.  November, 

Nathan  Leach,  44. 
1822.  September,  Hiel  Rowley,  37. 

1823.  August,  John  G.  Acres,  38.  Septem- 
ber, James  Ottaway,  14.  William  Tryon,  31. 

October,  Silas  Hazen,  Jr.,  23.  Horace  Brock- 
way,  44.  November,  Joseph  Palmer,  11. 
John  Barnes,  20. 

1824.  March,  Elisha  Morse,  39;  Nathan 
Morse,  45;  Edward  P.  Morse,  45;  April,  Ezra 
Bisby,  2G;  Ezra  F.  Bisby,  2G;  June,  Josiah 
Morse,  61;  Elijah  Heyden,  33;  Charles  T. 
Bailey,  7;  August,  Edward  Chambers,  14; 
September,  Robert  Corbett,  2  or  3;  October, 
James  Nichols,  3. 

1825.  March,  Seth  McCurry,  13.  William 

Craig,  Jr.,  22.  April.  Squire  King,  7.  Ben- 
jamin R.  Teft,  GO.  Nathaniel  Herrick,  7. 

May,  Jesse  Oaks,  27.  Josiah  R.  Keeler,  3. 
Zina  Rickard,  28.  October,  Nathaniel 
Throop,  6.  Hugh  Findley,  42.  Oliver  B. 
Bliss  and  Henry  Bliss,  5G.  December,  West 
Barber,  47. 

182G.  January,  Hugh  I.  Skellie,  50,  51. 

April,  Gideon  Barlow,  1G.  June,  James  Otta- 
way, Jr.,  35.  October,  Horace  Brockway, 

59.    Jesse  Robertson,  62. 
1827.  March,  James  W.  Robertson,  43. 
1828.  January,  Isaac  Fox,  46.  February, 

George  Collier,  54.  May,  Theodore  Whitten, 
40.  Cyrus  Underwood,  40.  August,  William 
Tryon,  31.  November,  James  W.  Robertson, 

34. 
1831.  May,  Daniel  S.  Richmond,  32. 

George  Pulman,  45. 
In  1875,  of  the  original  purchasers  named 

in  the  foregoing  list,  Aaron  Whitney,  Hiel 
Brockway,  Gideon  Barlow  and  John  W.  Rob- 

ertson were  the  only  persons  who  owned 
the  lands  they  bought  from  the  Holland 
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Company.  Peter  R.  Montague  owned  the 
farm  on  which  he  settled  with  Ezra  Bisby, 
his  step-father,  the  original  purchaser,  in 
1824. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1824-25-26-27,  Nathaniel  Throop;  1828, 
Roger  Haskell;  1829,  Nathaniel  Throop; 
1830-31,  Otis  Skinner;  1832,  Elias  E.  D. 
Wood;  1833,  Joshua  LaDue;  1834-35-36-37, 
Joseph  Palmer;  1838,  David  Declow;  1839- 
40-41-42,  Valorous  Lake;  1843,  Jesse  B. 
Moore;  1844,  David  Declow;  1845, 
William  Putnam;  1846-47-48,  Gideon  Bar- 

low; 1849,  Cyrus  Underwood;  1850,  Luke 
Grover;  1851,  Edward  Buss;  1852,  Gideon 
Barlow;  1853,  Alexander  Eddy;  1854,  Ora 
B.  Pelton;  1855,  George  Ross;  1856-57,  Luke 
Grover;  1858,  Edward  Buss;  1859,  David 
Declow;  1860-61,  George  Relf;  1862,  Thomas 
R.  Coveny;  1863,  Edward  Buss;  1864-65, 
George  Relf;  1866,  Franidin  Declow;  1867, 
George  Relf;  1868,  Thomas  R.  Coveny; 
1869-70,  Henry  Q.  Ames;  1871,  Franklin  De- 

clow; 1872,  George  Relf;  1873-74-75,  John 
E.  Ottaway;  1876-77,  Ebenezer  Skellie; 
1878-79-80-81-82,  Dana  P.  Horton;  1883,  John 
E.  Ottaway;  1884,  Dana  P.  Horton;  1885, 
John  E.  Ottaway;   1886,  Dana  P.  Horton; 

1887,  Samuel  Barringer;  1888-89-90,  William 
A.  Knowlton;  1891,  Dana  P.  Horton;  1892-93, 
Alfred  M.  Douglass;  1894-95-96-97,  Dana  P. 
Horton;  1898-99-00-01,  John  A.  Hill;  1902- 
03-04,  W.  Laverne  Nuttall. 

SOME  OF  THE  FIRST. 

The  following  is  from  Child's  Gazetteer: 
"It  is  said  that  Nehemiah  Finn  made  the 
first  butter  sent  to  New  York  from  Chau- 

tauqua County,  and  John  Shaver  made  the 
first  firkin  and  owned  the  first  dog-power  of 
the  county.  The  first  birth  was  that  of  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Throop  in  1823,  and 
the  first  death  that  of  the  mother  of  the 
same  individual,  in  1825.  The  first  marriage 
contracted  was  that  of  Isaac  Stedman  and 
Nancy  Wilcox  in  April,  1826.  Elisha  Moore 

taught  the  first  school  in  1826  near  Findley's 
Mills.  The  first  store  was  kept  in  1824  by 

Horace  Brockway  on  lot  fifty-two." 

LAKESIDE  ASSEMBLY. 

The  Lakeside  Assembly  situated  on  the 
west  shore  of  Findley  Lake,  was  founded 
in  1895  by  Rev.  C.  G.  Langdon,  a  minister 
in  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Lang- 

don lived  in  the  parsonage  on  the  east  shore 

PARTIAL  VIEW  OF  FINDLEY'S  LAKE. 
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of  the  lake.  He  had  succeeded  in  erecting 
a  fine  new  church  in  the  village,  but  as  he 
sat  in  his  study  and  looked  out  over  the 
lake  into  the  woods  on  the  west  side  of  the 
lake  he  thought  of  the  large  audiences  that 
might  be  gathered  in  the  shade,  to  rest  and 
at  the  same  time  to  learn. 

The  plan  was  to  supply  instruction,  recre- 
ation and  rest  at  a  price  within  reach  of  the 

poorer  people.  A  plot  of  ground  was  secured 
of  J.  A.  Hill  and  Rev.  Langdon  took  an  axe 
began  with  his  own  hands  to  cut  and  clear 
away  the  brush  and  logs.  After  a  short 
time  Dr.  F.  E.  Lilly,  who  lived  at  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  was  taken  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Langdon.  A  large  tent  was  secured, 
several  small  buildings  were  erected,  lots 
were  laid  off  and  the  first  season  announced. 
The  first  season  was  a  great  success.  About 
forty  lots  were  sold  and  preparations  made 
for  the  erection  of  many  buildings.  Feeling 
the  need  of  a  strong  company,  the  two  own- 

ers of  the  new  Assembly  organized  a  stock 
company  and  secured  a  state  charter,  sold 
stock  and  planned  for  a  permanent  institu- 

tion. While  the  company  felt  the  need  of  a 
railroad  of  some  kind  the  second  season  was 
still  more  successful,  each  season  until  the 
fifth  clearing  a  nice  little  sum  of  money 
which  was  used  in  improvements.  After  the 
fifth  season  came  a  couple  of  years  which 
showed  a  loss  to  the  company,  but  by  the 
summer  of  1902  the  cloud  seemed  to  have 
lifted  and  prosperity  shone  upon  the  insti- 

tution again. 

The  first  President  of  the  company  was 
Dr.  F.  E.  Lilly,  who  soon  removed  to  Cali- 

fornia and  was  succeeded  by  Ebenezer 
Skellie,  who  remained  President  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  just  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  fifth  season.  J.  A.  Hill  then 
became  President  and  has  been  re-elected 
each  year.  C.  G.  Langdon  was  Secretary 
and  Manager  until  the  present  year,  when 
at  his  own  request  he  was  succeeded  by 
Volney  White  as  Secretary,  J.  A.  Hill  as 
Manager,  and  Prof.  Byron  King  as  Program 
Manager.  Lakeside  Assembly  is  modeled 
after  Chautauqua  in  its  system  and  is  doing 
a  good  work  for  the  section  in  which  it  is 
located. 

UNITED  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

In  the  fall  of  1855  the  Western  Reserve 
Conference  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 
sent  a  Missionary,  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Torrey, 
to  proclaim  the  gospel.    He  visited  North- 

western Pennsylvania  and  established  ap- 
pointments thence  to  Findley  Lake.  He 

could  scarcely  have  found  a  section  more 
needy  for  the  place  was  literally  without  re- 

ligious teachings  or  privileges.  In  1857  Rev. 
John  W.  Clark  was  sent  to  the  Mission. 
Many  people  in  this  place  and  surrounding 
country  had  no  means  of  conveyance  and  as 
he  was  a  wide-awake  worker  and  as  he  be- 

lieved in  taking  the  Gospel  message  every- 
where, he  preached  at  six  places  beside  and 

held  protracted  meetings  at  each  appoint- 
ment, receiving  a  yearly  salary  of  three 

hundred  dollars.  The  winter  of  1857-58  was 
noted  for  many  revivals,  and  this  place  was 

not  excepted.  Thanks  to  God's  blessings  on 
Elder  Clark's  earnest  and  faithful  labors 
many  were  led  to  accept  Christ  as  their  Sav- 

iour. One  Sabbath  in  January  fifteen  and 
another  in  February  seventeen  were  bap- 

tized in  the  creek  near  the  Haslett  place. 
Sometime  in  January,  1858,  the  church  was 
organized,  the  first  ever  organized  at  Find- 
ley  Lake,  as  far  as  can  be  learned.  Just 
how  many  were  the  members  composing 
that  body  that  winter  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing.  A.  B.  Knowles  was  the  first 
class  leader  and  held  the  office  for  many 
years.  The  first  Quarterly  meeting  held  in 
this  place  was  held  in  the  old  schoolhouse 
where  S.  J.  Cook  now  lives,  March  20,  1858, 
A.  Brazee,  Presiding  Elder.  At  that  meet- 

ing a  Board  of  Church  Trustees  was  elect- 
ed. Early  in  the  spring  the  subject  of 

building  a  church  edifice  was  agitated  and 
the  necessary  steps  for  incorporation  taken 
and  a  subscription  paper  circulated.  The 
3rd  clay  of  August,  1858,  the  deed  for  a  site 
was  executed  by  Robert  A.  Corbett.  The 
Trustees  were  Jesse  B.  Willard,  H.  B. 
Knowles  and  Warren  Dodge.  The  work  of 
building  was  commenced  and  the  house  was 
used  the  next  season,  though  not  completed 
until  1860,  since  which  time  the  church  has 
been  served  by  twenty-one  pastors,  one 
serving  eight  years,  one  five  and  another 
four  years.  In  1894  the  old  church  was  dis- 

posed of  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  old 
site.  The  old  house  was  used  for  many 
years  by  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  Societies 
of  the  place.  Now  all  three  societies  have 
churches  of  their  own.  But  few  of  the  mem- 

bers of  the  first  class  formed  are  with  us 
now.  Many  have  crossed  the  river,  many 
moved  away,  some  gave  their  lives  for  their 
country.  And  we  trust  that  much  good  has 
been  done. 

Lizzie  Willard  White. 
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DANA   P.  HORTON. 
Hon.  Dana  P.  Horton,  now  deceased,  was 

one  of  the  men  who  did  much  to  upbuild  the 
County  of  Chautauqua,  of  which  he  was  a 
lifelong  resident.  He  was  born  in  the  Town 
of  Gerry  December  24,  1837,  but  for  many 
years  resided  at  Findley  Lake.  He  was  a 
son  of  Charles  and  Charlotte  (Sheperdson) 
Horton  and  was  a  descendant  of  Barnabas 
Horton  of  Revolutionary  fame.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  when  only  two  weeks  old  and 
spent  most  of  his  boyhood  days  in  the  fam- 

ily of  his  maternal  grandparents. 
When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  Mr.  Hor- 

ton felt  it  his  duty  to  serve  his  country  in 
the  field  and,  on  September  3,  18G2,  he  en- 

listed in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  Fifty- 
fourth  i>iew  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division  of  the  Eleventh 
Army  Corps  as  a  Corporal.  He  fought  with 
distinguished  bravery  in  some  of  the  fierc- 

est battles  of  the  war  and  was  successively 
promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant,  First  Lieu- 

tenant and  finally  Captain  of  his  company. 
He  was  never  captured  by  the  enemy  but 
was  at  one  time  wounded  and  obliged  to 
spend  some  time  in  the  hospital. 
When  the  war  closed  Captain  Horton  re- 

turned home  and  resumed  the  duties  of  a 
peaceful  and  public  spirited  citizen.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  political  affairs 
of  the  county  and  in  1884  was  nominated 
and  elected  to  the  State  Assembly.  He  was 
renominated  and  elected  in  1885  and  again 
in  1887.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  serving 
a  part  of  the  time  as  the  representative  of 
the  Town  of  French  Creek  and  the  remain- 

der from  the  Town  of  Mina.  Captain  Hor- 
ton was  appointed  Distributing  Clerk  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  at  Washington  for 
the  terms  of  1895  and  189G  and  was  reap- 

pointed for  the  next  term  but  owing  to  fail- 
ing health  was  unable  to  serve.  Captain 

Horton  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Clarissa  Montague,  who  died  many 
years  ago  leaving  one  daughter,  Clara  Hor- 

ton. On  December  17,  1884,  he  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Baker  at  Findley  Lake, 
and  to  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Laura 
Horton.  Captain  Horton  died  December  27, 
1897. 

W.  LEVERN  NUTTALL. 
W.  Levern  Nuttall  of  Findley  Lake  was 

born  February  2,  1869,  in  Pittsfield,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  parents,  Jeremiah  and  Ann 

Kay  Nuttall,  were  English  and  came  to  this 

country  when  quite  young  with  their  par- 

ents, who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Warren  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  Nuttall 
family  contained  three  children,  Ina,  Vern 
and  Grace.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  at- 

tended district  school  at  Smith  Hill,  Penn- 
sylvania. When  thirteen  years  old  he  began 

to  attend  union  school  at  Sugargrove,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  graduated  in  1885.  The 

same  year  he  entered  the  Academic  Depart- 
ment of  the  Sugar  Grove  Seminary  and  was 

graduated  with  the  class  of  1890.  During 
the  years  he  was  attending  these  institu- 

tions he  spent  part  of  the  time  teaching 
school,  also  one  year  clerking  in  a  store  near 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  In  March,  1888,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  George  C.  Mur- 

ray, purchased  a  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise and  began  business  at  Lottsville,  Penn- 

sylvania. His  sole  capital  at  this  time  con- 
sisted of  fifty  dollars  in  cash,  good  health 

and  a  determination  to  succeed,  which  he 
did.  He  remained  here  nearly  three  years, 

selling  his  interest  in  the  business  in  Jan- 
uary, 1891.  He  left  the  following  April  for 

the  Pacific  Coast.  During  the  next  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school, 
clerking  and  dealing  in  real  estate  at  var- 

ious places  on  Puget  Sound.  He  returned 
East  early  in  1893  and  entered  into  partner- 

ship with  James  J.  Brookmire.  They  bought 
the  stock  of  general  merchandise  of  Charles 
Durham  at  Findley  Lake.  Later  they  started 
a  branch  store  at  French  Creek.  This  was 
afterwards  disposed  of  and  the  business  at 
Findley  Lake  enlarged.  In  1898  the  busi- 

ness was  again  extended  by  the  addition  of 
the  adjoining  building  together  with  the 
hardware  stock  of  Beebee  Brothers. 

In  1900  the  firm  was  changed  from  Brook- 
mire &  Nuttall  to  Brookmire,  Nuttall  & 

Company,  John  H.  Ottaway  having  bought 
an  interest.  In  1902  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
W.  L.  Nuttall  continuing  in  the  dry  goods, 
clothing  and  general  merchandise  trade,  and 
Brookmire  &  Ottaway  taking  the  hardware 
business. 

In  1904  Mr.  Nuttall  purchased  a  half  inter- 
est in  Xynglesyde  Point,  one  of  the  most 

beautiful  building  spots  on  Findley  Lake, 
and  is  active  in  improving  and  laying  out 
the  property. 

On  January,  1,  1894,  Mr.  Nuttall  was  mar- 
ried to  Grace  Mildred  Duryea  of  Wellsboro, 

Pennsylvania,  an  accomplished  young  lady 
and  a.  teacher  of  music  and  elocution.  She 
died  November  27,  1895,  of  typhoid  fever, 
leaving  one  daughter.  Rhea  Geniveve.  Lit- 

tle Rhea  was  a  very  delicate  child  and  did 
not  live  to  reach  her  third  year,  dying  Jan- 
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uary  1G,  1898.  September  1,  1897,  Mr.  Nutt- 
all  was  again  married  to  Ruth  Blida  Camp- 

bell of  Ashville,  New  York.  They  have  three 
children,  Earl  Levern,  who  was  born  March 
8,  1899,  Verna  Almeda,  who  was  born  De- 

cember 8,  1900,  and  Fay  Campbell  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1905. 

Mr.  Nuttall  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  Republican  Convention  of 

1897.  In  1899,  1900  and  1901  he  represented 
the  Town  of  Mina  as  County  Committeeman. 
In  the  fall  of  1901  he  was  nominated  for 
Supervisor,  after  a  contest  in  Republican 
caucus,  and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority, 
defeating  John  A.  Hill  who  had  held  the 
office  for  two  terms.  In  1903  he  was  again 
nominated  unanimously,  and  his  election 
followed.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  su- 

perintend the  state  work  of  dredging,  etc., 
at  Findley  Lake. 
He  is  a  member  of  Findley  Lake  Tent, 

No.  319,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  the 
National  Protective  Legion. 

JOHN    E.  OTTAWAY. 

John  B.  Ottaway  was  born  upon  the  Otta- 
way homestead  in  the  Town  of  Mina,  June 

20,  1827.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Arabella  Ottaway.  For  generations  the 
Ottaway  family  lived  in  Kent  County,  Eng- 

land. Prior  to  1823  James  Ottaway  had  op- 
erated a  mill  at  Headcorn,  England.  Reso- 

lute and  adventurous  and  desirous  of  bet- 
tering his  condition  in  1823  he  joined  the 

tide  of  emigration  to  America.  Accompan- 
ied by  his  family  and  his  brother  Horatio 

he  set  sail.  Six  weeks  were  consumed  in 
the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  Arriving 
in  New  York  he  boarded  a  sloop  for  New- 
burg.  Here  he  purchased  a  team  and  wagon 
and  journeyed  with  wife  and  children  across 
the  State  of  New  York.  After  miles  of 
weary  travel  he  reached  Buffalo,  then  a 
village  of  a  few  hundred  inhabitants.  Here 
he  left  his  family  and  sought  for  land  about 
Buffalo  and  along  the  Canadian  frontier. 
Failing  to  find  what  he  desired  he  journeyed 
to  Chautauqua  County  over  the  Buffalo  and 
Erie  Road  to  Westfield,  from  Westfield  to 
Mayville  and  from  Mayville  over  the  Water- 
ford  Road  to  Mina. 

In  a  trackless  forest  he  found  nettles 
growing.  Farmers  visiting  his  mill  in  Eng- 

land had  told  him  that  this  was  an  indica- 
tion of  a  fertile  soil  and  here  he  resolved 

to  locate.  He  purchased  a  portion  of  lot 
thirteen,  built  a  log  cabin  and  commenced 

life  in  the  wilderness.  Like  all  other  por- 
tions of  the  town  his  tract  was  heavily  tim- 

bered and  his  home  was  literally  hewed 
from  the  forest.  His  was  the  first  deed  of 
lands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Town  of 
Mina.  He  was  the  first  of  many  English- 

men that  came  into  that  section.  His  house 
was  the  rendezvous  of  those  that  followed. 
His  latch  string  was  always  out,  and  many 
of  his  countrymen  partook  of  his  hospitality 
until  log  houses;  could  be  erected  upon 
chosen  sites. 

Amid  these  scenes  John  E.  Ottaway  was 
born  upon  the  farm  which  in  later  life  he 
purchased  from  his  father  and  which  he 
owns  to  this  day.  He  experienced  the  hard- 

ships and  pleasures  of  pioneer  life,  and 
early  developed  the  character  which  nas 
characterized  his  career.  Educational  ad- 

vantages were  meager.  Common  schools 
alone  were  accessible.  Inheriting  the  liter- 

ary tastes  of  his  father  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  found  time  amid  the  active  scenes 
of  pioneer  life  to  store  his  mind  from  sucn 
books  and  literature  as  could  be  obtained. 
He  has  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  his 
native  town  and  county.  For  years  he  rep- 

resented the  Town  of  Mina  upon  the  Board 
of  Supervisors;  for  years  he  was  executor 
of  many  estates  and  the  guardian  of  many 
funds. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 

in  the  material  welfare  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resided  and  has  contributed 
liberally  to  worthy  objects.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  duties  of 
citizenship.  He  allied  himself  with  the 
Republican  Party  at  its  inception  and  his 
figure  has  been  a  familiar  sight  at  the  con- 

ventions as  a  representative  of  his  town. 
It  has  been  his  privilege  to  witness  the 

wonderful  growth  of  the  century.  He  has 
shared  with  keen  delight  in  its  benefits. 
He  has  lived  to  see  the  lonely  home  in  the 
forest  in  close  touch  with  the  affairs  of  i.ie 
world  by  reason  of  the  marvelous  inventions 
of  the  age.  He  has  witnessed  the  develop- 

ment of  transportation  and  electricity. 
During  all  this  time  he  has  kept  abreast 
with  progress  and  has  adapted  himself  to 
changing  conditions.  His  pleasure  is  as 
keen  in  his  enjoyment  of  the  telephone  and 
the  daily  paper  damp  from  the  press  deliv- 

ered at  his  door  as  the  news  of  a  new  clear- 
ing before  the  days  of  railroads.  Attentive 

to  his  business  affairs  he  has  prospered. 
He  has  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  accummula- 
tion  and  the  consciousness  that  those  who 
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were  near  and  dear  to  him  have  had  suffi- 
cient for  their  needs.  In  addition  to  his 

farming  operations  he  has  for  many  years 
been  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Sher- 

man. October  17,  1849,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  Boorman,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Hosmer)  Boorman,  English  people 
who  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  the 
town  of  Sherman,  settling  in  the  western 
part  of  the  town  in  1825.  Their  marriage 
proved  a  happy  union.  Their  home  uas 
been  the  delight  of  their  family  and  friends. 
October  17,  1889,  they  observed  their  gold- 

en wedding.  Family  aud  friends  participat- 
ed in  the  enjoyment.  A  feature  of  the  day 

was  a  Virginia  reel  danced  to  the  music 
of  long  ago  in  which  the  participants  were 
above  seventy  years  led  by  the  bride  and 
groom  of  fifty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
E.  Ottaway  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
are  still  living  upon  the  farm  upon  which 
he  was  born  and  where  they  have  lived 
their  married  life.  They  have  five  child- 

ren: Osmer  J.  Ottaway  of  Sherman,  New 
York;  Arthur  B.  Ottaway  of  Westfield,  New 
York;  G.  Fred  Ottaway  of  Mina,  New  York; 
Susan  A.  Jones  of  Mina,  New  York,  and 
Cora  E.  Ottaway  of  Westfield,  New  York. 

EBENEZER  SKELLIE. 

Ebenezer  Skellie,  the  son  of  James  and 
Jenette  (Dolg)  Skellie,  was  born  near  Find- 
ley  Lake,  August  1G,  1842.  His  early  life 
was  spent  peacefully  on  the  farm  helping 
his  father,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Re- 
bellion  he  was  stirred  by  the  trying  events 
of  that  dark  hour  and  felt  his  duty  to  his 
country  to  be  paramount  to  all  other  duties. 
He  was  enrolled  August  22,  18G2,  at  his 
home,  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  Twelfth 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Bri- 

gade, Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps, 
as  a  private,  and  in  the  course  of  his  gal- 

lant service  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant. 
His  company  went  to  the  front  under  the 
noble  leadership  of  Captain  Curtis.  He  was 
in  all  the  battles  of  his  command  up  to  New 
Market  Heights;  among  the  most  important 
are:  Deserted  House,  Blackwater,  Suffolk, 

Black's  Island,  Fort  Wagner,  Carrsville, 
Olustee,  Proctor's  Creek,  Drewry's  Bluff. 
Bermuda  Hundred,  Petersburg,  Cold  Har- 

bor, Chapin's  Farm.  Hatcher's  Run,  Fort 
Fisher  and  New  Market  Heights.  Septem- 

ber 29,  18G4,  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg 
by  a  gunshot,  causing  amputation,  and  two 
gunshot  wounds  in  the  back,  received  at  the 

terrible  struggle  on  New  Market  Heights; 
he  was  taken  to  the  field  hospital,  after- 

wards to  Central  Park  Hospital,  New  York 
City,  remaining  here  until  discharged,  June 
24,  18G4.  On  August  11,  18G5,  occurred  a 
very  beautiful  wedding  when  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Pullman,  a  daughter  of  Harvey  B.  and 
Licetta  (Lott)  Pullman,  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Skellie.  She  was  born  on  the  glor- 

ious Independence  Day,  1845.  Two  children 
have  graced  their  home  ties:  Lettie  J., 
born  December  52,  1866,  died  February  17, 
18G7,  and  Minnie,  born  November  7,  1868, 
died  February  20,  1894.  Mr.  Skellie  was  an 
ardent  Prohibitionist;  during  the  years  of 
187G  and  1877  he  represented  the  Town  of 
Mina  upon  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
was  for  several  years  the  President  of  the 
Lakeside  Assembly.  He  received  a  medal 
of  honor  by  special  act  of  Congress  for 
meritorious  conduct  on  the  battlefield  and 
at  New  Market  Heights,  where  he  was 
twice  wounded  while  defending  the  colors 
of  his  regiment,  and  was  removed  from  the 
field  in  a  blanket.  He  died  at  Findley  Lake 
July  2,  1898.  As  the  end  drew  near  the  old 
memories  of  a  lifetime  came  sweeping  back 
to  him,  and  his  soul  was  full  of  love  and 
happiness;  tried  in  the  battles  of  life,  he 

longed  for  the  rest  "beyond  the  river." 
Amid  the  golden  halos  he  beheld  his 

daughter,  and  turning  to  those  at  his  bed- 
side he  murmured:  "I  see  Minnie.  Move 

my  chair  down  a  little  closer  to  the  edge 

of  the  river,  so  I  can  step  over,"  were  the 
last  words  before  his  spirit  departed.  And 
the  golden  ripple  on  the  wall  came  back 
again,  and  nothing  else  stirred  in  the  room. 

VOLNEY  WHITE. 

Volney  White  was  born  March  1G,  1831,  in 
the  Town  of  Stafford,  Genesee  County,  New 

York.  He  came  with  his  parents  the  follow- 
ing year  to  the  Town  of  Mina,  Chautauqua 

County,  where  his  maternal  grandparents 
Rev.  Isaac  L.  Knowles  and  wife,  had  also 
removed  from  Genesee  County  a  short  time 
before.  Here  his  mother  died  when  he  was 
four  years  of  age,  and  his  father  returned 
to  Genesee  County,  taking  him  to  his  birth- 

place where  he  found  a  home  with  his 
grandfather,  Benjamin  White,  until  the  lat- 
ter's  death  in  1842.  when  he  returned  to 
Mina.  His  father's  death  a  year  later  left 
him  to  make  his  own  way  as  his  inclinations 
and  environments  afforded.  His  opportuni- 

ties for  an  education  were  limited,  but  were 
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so  well  improved  that  later  he  was  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  for  many  years.  Ke 
resided  in  Iowa  for  six  years  where  his  old- 

est son  was  born  in  18G2.  In  1806  he  be- 
came a  resident  of  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  liv- 

ing there  until  1879  when  he  returned  to 
Mina  where  he  now  resides.  At  the  or- 

ganization of  Lakeside  Assembly  at  Findley 
Lake  he  became  interested  in  its  success, 
was  elected  as  a  director  and  has  been  re- 

tained until  the  present  time;  and  has  also 
for  two  years  been  Secretary  of  the  or- 

ganization. In  1887  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Lizzie  Willard,  widow  of 

Charles  A.  Willard,  and  daughter  of  Asher 
Thompson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town,  she  being  his  third  wife,  his  first  wife 
dying  in  Corry  in  18G8  and  the  second  in 
188G.  His  oldest  son  dief  in  Boston,  Massa- 

chusetts, in  1900,  leaving  him  but  one  child, 
Charles  Willard  White,  born  in  Mina  in 
1881. 

While  but  a  boy  of  fourteen  his  interest 
in  the  political  questions  of  the  day  began, 
and  owing  to  his  love  for  reading  he  was 

well  informed  in  regard  to  all  the  impor- 
tant acts  of  the  political  parties,  and  tne 

acts  of  Congress.  The  slavery  question  and 
the  attempted  settlement  of  it  by  the  dif- 

ferent compromises;  the  "fugitive  slave 
law;"  the  settlement  of  Kansas,  and  John 
Brown's  raid,  were  all  living  scenes  that 
were  leading  on  to  the  great  struggle  that 
at  last  settled  the  question  forever,  and  set- 

tled it  right.  Though  never  voting  the  Abo- 
lition ticket,  his  innate  sense  of  justice, 

placed  him  on  the  side  of  the  anti-slavery 
forces,  his  vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Fre- 

mont the  first  Republican  Presidential  can- 
didate; and  thence  forward  until  slavery 

was  blotted  out  of  American  politics,  he  re- 
mained an  earnest  member  of  the  Republi- 

can party.  Then  becoming  convinced  that 
it  would  not  make  the  temperance  question 
an  issue,  he  left  that  party  and  became 
identified  as  a  member  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  casting  his  vote  for  Green  Clay  Smith, 
the  second  Prohibition  candidate  for  Presi- 

dent. Since  then  his  work  against  the  le- 
galized traffic  that  is  evil  only,  with  not 

one  redeeming  feature  in  it  is  well  known. 
His  time  and  means  have  been  freely  given 
for  the  cause,  and  his  contributions  to  the 

public"  press  in  its  behalf,  and  other  reform 
measures,  cover  a  period  of  about  thirty 
years.  The  Town  of  Mina  under  the  local 
option  law,  had  always  bsen  a  license  town 

and  the  Village  of  Findley  Lake  a  rendez- 
vous for  the  rough  elements  round  about, 

where  it  was  safe  to  go  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  up  on  poor  wriskey  and  having  free 
fights  and  as  the  participants  seemed  to 

consider  i';  having  a  good  time.  But  within 
three  years  from  the  time  of  Mr.  White's 
residence  in  the  place,  license  was  voted 
out,  and  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
years,  has  continued  to  be  no-license  until 
at  the  last  election  in  1901  the  vote  was 
three  to  one  against  the  sale  of  liquor,  with 
the  natural  result  that  Findley  Lake  is  now 
one  of  the  most  quiet  and  peaceable  villages 
in  the  county,  and  at  the  same  time  enjoying 
more  and  more  the  prosperity  in  business 
that  the  liquor  traffic  paralyzes,  while  the 
law  is  respected  and  the  will  of  the  people 
obeyed.  But  it  required  a  determined  per- 

sistent effort  to  bring  this  result  about.  In 
all  his  work  to  better  the  condition  of  the 
locality,  and  save  our  boys  and  girls  from 
ruined  lives,  he  has  been  aided  and  encour- 

aged by  his  wife  who  has  earnestly  sympa- 
thized with  him,  and  whose  courage  and 

faith  has  never  faltered. 

MRS.  LIZZIE  WILLARD  WHITE. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Willard  White  was  born  in 

the  Town  of  Mina,  Chautauqua  County,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1842.  She  was  the  daughter  of 

Asher  and  Harriet  Thompson.  Her  father 

coming  from  Oneida  County  in  1835  and  tak- 
ing up  a  farm  near  the  center  of  the  town, 

clearing  it  up,  and  as  time  passed,  erecting 
buildings  upon  it,  making  a  home  out  of  the 
wilderness,  where  he  lived  until  his  death 
in  the  year  1894  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
In  1841  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Harriet  Shattuck,  daughter  of  Sewell  and 
Betsy  Shattuck,  who  came  from  Vermont  in 
1820  and  became  residents  of  the  town,  Mr. 
Shattuck  being  a  millright  and  built  the 
first  gristmill  for  Alexander  Findley  at  Find- 

ley Lake,  manufacturing  the  millstones  from 
boulders  in  the  vicinity,  that  was  ever  built 
in  the  town  or  possibly  in  the  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Charles  A.  Willard  February 
27,  18G2,  whose  parents,  Jesse  and  Jane  Wil- 

lard, came  to  this  place  from  England  in 
1827,  and  Mr.  Willard  was  doubtless  a  de- 

scendant of  the  same  family  as  Frances  E. 
Willard.  as  he  came  from  the  same  locality 
in  England  that  her  ancestors  emigrated 
from — Horsmonden,  Kent  County.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willard  continued  to  reside  in  Mina 
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during  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Willard,  after  their  marriage, 
settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town,  on  which  they 
lived  until  Mr.  Willard's  death  in  1882.  In 
1887  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Volney 
White  and  at  this  writing,  June  22,  1903,  are 
living  at  Findley  Lake.  Mrs.  White  was  a 
constituent  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  of  Findley  Lake,  of  which  church 
she  is  still  an  active  member.  She  has  been 
an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Wo- 

men's Missionary  Society  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  since  1882  has  been 
Treasurer  of  the  Erie  Branch  of  the  society 

MRS.  LIZZIE  WILLARD  WHITE 

and  President  of  the  local  society.  In  1887 

she  helped  to  organize  the  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union  at  Findley  Lake  and 

has  been  Secretary  or  Treasurer  of  same 
to  the  present  time.  Always  active  in 
church  and  temperance  work,  giving  of 
time,  thought  and  material  aid  at  all  times 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community  and  the  up- 

lifting of  the  unfortunate.  While  never 
neglecting  her  cares  and  duties  as  wife  and 
mother,  her  life  has  always  been  one  of 
work,  not  waiting  for  some  one  else  to  do 
what  needed  to  be  done  and  that  she  could 
do  herself. 



POLAND. 

BY  CAPTAIN  NEWEL  CHENEY. 

Poland  was  formed  from  Kennedy 

April  9,  1832.  It  is  a  southeastern 
town  and  comprises  township  two, 
range  10.  It  is  moderately  hilly  and  is 

traversed  by  the  Conewango  and  Cas- 
sadaga  Creeks,  both  large  and  crooked 
streams,  which  unite  near  the  southern 

boundary.  Extensive  valleys  border 
the  creeks.  Kennedy  is  the  principal 
village.  Poland  Center  and  Clarkes 

Corners,  formerly  known  as  Mud 
Creek,  are  small  hamlets.  Levant  and 

Waterboro  were  once  places  of  some 
account.  The  Erie  Railroad  passes 

through  the  town  in  a  southwesterly 

and  northeasterly  direction.  The  Buf- 
falo and  Southwestern  Railroad  crosses 

the  southwestern  part  of  the  town.  The 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the 
houses  of  A.  McGleason  and  S.  R. 

Gleason  March  5,  1833.  Nathaniel 
Fenton  was  elected  Supervisor ;  Nelson 

Rowe,  Town  Clerk;  Emory  F.  Warren, 
Henry  M.  Connell,  Samuel  Hitchcock 
and  Melancthon  Smith,  Justices.  The 

population  of  Poland  in  1835,  by  the 
next  census  after  it  was  organized,  was 
nine  hundred  sixteen.  In  1880  it  was 

fifteen  hundred  thirty-nine,  and  in  1890 
sixteen  hundred  eight.  Kennedy  Vil- 

lage in  1890  had  a  population  of  five 
hundred  fourteen. 

Poland  was  originally  covered  by 
dense  forests  of  gigantic  pines.  It  is 
related  that  Mr.  Cheney  of  Kiantone, 

an  early  surveyor,  on  his  way  from  Ki- 
antone to  Kennedy,  used  to  stretch  his 

chain  each  time  on  a  fallen  pine  in 
Poland  that  measured  two  hundred  six- 

ty-eight feet  in  length.     Daniel  Gris- 

wold  gives  these  figures  of  the  product 

of  six  hundred  acres  on  lot  twenty-one 
in  Salamanca  as  an  evidence  of  the 

enormous  yield  of  these  early  forests  : 
This  tract  averaged  five  trees  of  white 
pine  to  the  acre  and  produced  over  six 
million  five  hundred  thousand  feet  of 

lumber,  while  the  hemlock  made  fully 
twice  that  quantity,  making  the  average 

product  per  acre  over  thirty-three  thou- 
sand feet.  E.  A.  Ross,  in  his  paper  on 

early  lumbering,  says:  "When  we  come to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of 

lumber  made  on  the  Cassadaga  and  its 
tributaries  you  can  form  some  idea  of 
the  vast  amount  of  lumber  made  on  the 

upper  Allegheny.  As  I  make  about 
eighteen  mills  putting  lumber  out  of 

the  Cassadaga,  and  allowing  two  hun- 
dred thousand  for  the  smaller,  and  five 

million  feet,  which  would  make  two 

hundred  seventy-five  to  three  hundred 
rafts,  requiring  five  hundred  fifty  or  six 
hundred  men  to  run  them  to  the  mouth 
of  the  creek  and  half  that  number  from 

there  to  the  Allegany.  When  all  these 
men  were  mustered  into  service  and  put 
011  their  line  of  march,  or  drift,  it  took 

about  all  of  the  resources  of  the  inhabi- 

tants along  the  streams  to  furnish  them 

with  food  and  lodging." 
The  magnificent  timber  of  the  region 

was  in  great  variety  and  included,  be- 
sides pine  which  grew  most  luxuriantly 

upon  the  deep  drift  soils  next  the  lower 
valleys,  the  finest  elm,  maple,  beech, 

oak,  chestnut,  and  other  timbers,  which 

grew  upon  the  highest  lands.  Many  of 
the  white  pines  measured  from  five  to 
six  feet  in  diameter,  and  no  better  pine 



POLAND. 

849 

timber  has  ever  been  found  than  that 

which  grew  in  the  Towns  of  Poland  and 

Carroll,  in  this  county. 

In  the  stone  quarry  at  Kennedy  is 
found,  sandwiched  between  the  rocks, 
a  wide  bed  of  sea  shells  several  inches 

thick.  Above  this  strata  of  shells  is 

more  than  twenty  feet  of  solid  rock. 
These  shells  are  the  earliest  evidence 

of  animal  life  in  this  region.  They  be- 
long to  the  class  of  sea  mollusks  called 

Brachiopods  (or  branching  feet)  and 
their  clear  imprint  in  the  rocks  may 

properly  be  called  the  first  foot  prints. 
Here  they  lived  their  natural  lives  for 

many  generations  in  the  bottom  of  the 

ancient  sea  that  then  covered  this  reg- 
ion, and  were  then  buried  under  many 

feet  of  mud  and  sand. 

After  many  thousands  of  years  by 
some  spasm  of  nature  they  were  lifted 

up  to  their  present  position,  thirteen 
hundred  feet  above  the  sea.  This  rec- 

ord of  early  life  of  millions  of  years 

ago,  so  well  preserved  and  so  plainly 

read  in  the  rocks,  makes  the  period  cov- 
ered by  human  monuments  seem  brief, 

indeed.  For  many  other  thousands  of 

years  following  this  uplift  of  the  land, 
the  region  here  was  rough  and  rocky, 
with  high,  steep  cliffs  and  deep  canyons. 
The  waters  of  this  region  found  their 

way  to  the  Allegany  River,  which  then 
flowed  along  a  deep  channel  near  the 

present  location  of  the  Conewango, 
into  a  river  that  flowed  to  the  north 

through  Falconer,  Cassadaga  and  Fre- 
donia,  and  found  its  way  to  the  sea  by 

way  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Along  the  narrow  valley  below  the 

Kennedy  stone  quarry  are  many  frag- 
ments of  the  local  rocks,  broken  and 

worn,  some  showing  the  imprint  of  the 
sea  shells.  Scattered  about  near  are 

pieces  of  granite,  some  quite  large,  and 
all  much  worn  and  rounded.  These  are 

the  granite  boulders,  and  we  are  eon- 
fronted  with  the  question — where  did 

these  come  from,  and  how  did  they  get 
here  ? 

This  was  a  question  that  puzzled  ge- 
ologists for  many  years  till  solved  by 

Professor  Agassiz.  '  His  solution  is  so 
clear  and  so  sustained  by  all  the  evi- 

dence, it  is  now  universally  accepted. 

These  stray  pieces  of  granite  were 
broken  from  the  gigantic  ledges  of 
Northern  Canada  and  brought  here  by 

glaciers  that  extended  from  the  north- 
ern regions  all  over  this  part  of  the 

continent  during  many  thousands  of 

years  of  wintry  climate.  These  glaciers, 
hundreds  of  feet  thick,  set  on  their 

under  surface  with  sand,  gravel,  and 

these  same  granite  boulders  we  find 
strewn  over  the  land  and  through  the 
soil  of  the  whole  glaciated  area,  made 

the  grinding  force  which  cut  down  the 
rocky  cliffs,  filled  the  deep  gorges  and 
covered  the  whole  surface  with  material 

for  rich  and  enduring  soils.  The  glac- 
iers stopped  the  flow  of  water  to  the 

north,  blocking  the  channel  at  Cassa- 

daga, making  a  great  lake  of  this  reg- 
ion now  drained  by  the  Allegany  and 

its  branches  until  the  water  cut  a  chan- 

nel through  the  rocky  ridge  below 
Irvine  and  reached  the  Ohio.  The  re- 

sult of  all  this  work  of  ice  and  water 

left  this  region  covered  with  a  rich 

soil,  made  from  a  ground  mixture  of  all 
the  rocks  between  here  and  Labrador. 

The  highest  lands  are  mostly  covered 

with  a  boulder  clay,  while  wide  areas 
of  drift  lie  in  terraces,  moraines  and 

isolated  knolls  alongside  the  alluvial 

soils  of  the  lower  valleys,  a  most  at- 
tractive topography  for  fine  landscape 

effects  and  for  thrifty  industrial  com- 
munities. Scattered  through  the  grav- 

elly deposits  are  now  found  many  forms 

of  coral  and  other  fossils  of  great  inter- 
est from  the  Niagara  limestone  and 

other  rock  formations  to  the  north  that 

were  exposed  to  the  carrying  force  of 
the  glaciers. 
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The  first  white  men  to  venture  into 

this  region  were  the  French  missionar- 
ies and  traders.  As  early  as  1626  Fath- 

er de  la  Roche  Daillon,  a  Recollect  mis- 
sionary, visited  and  wrote  a  description 

of  the  oil  springs  in  New  York  and 
Western  Pennsylvania.  The  names 
and  acts  of  other  early  visitors  of  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries 

are  known  to  history,  hut  need  not  he 
recorded  here. 

In  1798-99-1800  Joseph  Ellicott  made 
survey  of  the  lands  of  the  Holland  Land 

Company  into  townships,  his  office  be- 
ing  then  located  on  the  present  site  of 
the  Mansion  House  in  liuffalo.  One 

of  his  survey  parties,  under  Amzi  At- 
water,  in  July,  1798,  surveyed  the  line 
which  now  lies  between  Chautauqua  and 

Cattaraugus  Counties,  beginning  at  the 
Pennsylvania  line  and  running  north. 

This  survey  party  was  probably  the 
first  to  note  the  extent  and  value  of  the 

pine  timber  in  what  is  now  the  Towns 
of  Carroll  and  Poland. 

DR.  KENNEDY  AND  THE  FIRST 

SAWMILL  IN  POLAND. 

On  November  17,  1794,  Dr.  Thomas 
Ruston  Kennedy,  an  accomplished 

young  physician  of  Philadelphia,  whose 
father,  Dr.  Samuel  Kennedy,  had  served 

as  Surgeon  General  in  the  Revolution- 
ary Army,  and  whose  mother  was  a 

daughter  of  Dr.  Ruston,  an  eminent 

physician  of  Philadelphia,  was  appoint- 

ed Surgeon  of  Captain  Drury's  com- 
mand at  Fort  LeBoeuf.  Governor 

Mifflin  wrote  to  Captain  Drury:  "I 
have  appointed  Dr.  Thomas  Ruston 

Kennedy,  a  young  man  of  excellent 
character,  Surgeon  of  your  battalion ; 
you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  him  as 

my  friend."  In  1795  Doctor  Kennedy 
accompanied  the  troops  ordered  to 
Warren  to  protect  the  surveyors  who, 
under  General  William  Irvine  and  An- 

drew Ellicott,  were  surveying  the  site 

of  that  town.  One  night  while  Ellicott 

and  his  surveyors  were  in  camp  there 

a  terrific  storm  accompanied  by  thun- 
der, lightning  and  wind  came  up  the 

valley  and  prostrated  everything  in  its 
path  from  the  western  part  of  the  town 
site  to  Glade  Run.  The  inmates  of  the 

camp,  or  shanty  of  poles  and  bark,  fled 
for  safety  to  a  small  sand  bar  or  island 
at  the  river.  Their  shanty  was  blown 
down  and  two  of  their  pack  horses 

killed  by  the  falling  timber.  That  same 
year  Doctor  Kennedy  built  a  sail  boat 
at  Presque  Isle  and  in  the  autumn  went 
in  it  to  Philadelphia,  having  it  carried 

around  the  Falls  of  Niagara  and  over 
the  portage  between  the  Oswego  and 
Mohawk  Rivers.  He  removed  to  Mead- 
ville  in  1795  and  was  the  first  physician 
in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  On  the 

organization  of  Crawford  County  in 
1800  he  was  appointed  Prothonotary 
of  the  court  which  office  he  held  till 

1809.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment 

Crawford  County  included  Erie,  Ven- 
ango and  Warren.  His  name  appears 

upon  the  assessment  rolls  of  1806  and 
1807  as  owner  of  several  out  lots  in 
Warren.  In  1803  Doctor  Kennedy 

married  Jane  I.,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Ellicott,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  the 

Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania  at  Lan- 
caster, which  was  then  the  seat  of  the 

State  Government.  This  incident  placed 

Doctor  Kennedy  on  most  friendly  re- 
lations with  Joseph  Ellicott,  the  agent 

of  the  Holland  Land  Companv,  as  indi- 
cated by  letters  now  found  in  the  library 

of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  He 

and  his  new  wife  visited  Joseph  Ellicott 
at  Batavia  in  June  of  that  year  on  their 

way  to  Meadville  and  on  this  visit  dis- 
cussed the  matter  of  buying  a  tract  of 

the  fine  pine  timber  and  other  lands  of 

the  Holland  Land  Company  which  Elli- 

cott had  already  surveyed  into  town- 
ships and  mapped.  The  most  important 

event  in  the  early  history  of  Poland, 

and  the  first  important  commercial  en- 
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terprise  in  Southern  Chautauqua,  was 

the  building  of  the  sawmill  by  Doctor 
Kennedy. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  returned 
to  Lancaster  that  same  summer.  His 

letter  to  Joseph  Ellicott,  dated  "Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania,  October  29,  1803," 

is  in  part  as  follows :  "Dear  Sir  :  We 
returned  to  Meadville  in  four  days, 
after  parting  with  our  friends  in  Buf- 

falo. Shortly  after  our  return  I  sent 

a  man  to  explore  the  Conewango  Coun- 
try who  has  returned.  His  account  is 

such  as  would  induce  a  number  of  per- 
sons in  this  country  to  emigrate  thither 

as  soon  as  a  beginning  is  made.  My 
principal  object  in  sending  to  that 
country  was  to  examine  for  a  mill  seat. 
He  reports  that  one  may  be  forced  at 
considerable  expense  on  the  Conewan- 

go Creek  about  ten  miles  from  its 
mouth.  He  believes  the  site  will  be 
near  the  northeast  corner  of  township 
number  two,  tenth  range,  (Poland).  In 
consequence  of  his  report  I  will  take 
one  thousand  acres  at  this  place  if  you 
will  make  the  terms  easy.  The  land  is 
not  valuable  for  cultivation.  The  tim- 

ber is  the  only  inducement  added  to 
the  seat  for  a  sawmill.  If  your  terms 
are  such  as  will  suit,  will  erect  a  saw- 

mill there  next  summer.  1  will  also 
take  two  or  three  hundred  acres  at  the 
outlet  of  Chautauqua  Lake,  and  will 
erect  a  gristmill  with  a  sufficient  lock  in 
the  dam  or  race  as  soon  as  one  thous- 

and bushels  of  grain  is  raised  in  the 
neighborhood.  I  also  want  six  hundred 
acres  near  the  middle  of  the  lake  on  the 

northeast  side  of  township  two,  range 
twelve.  This  piece  of  land  is  intended 
for  a  farm  for  an  industrious  man  who 

will  settle  there  in  the  spring." 

Dr.  Kennedy's  next  letters  were  from 
Meadville.  He  wrote  a  long  letter  un- 

der date  of  March  15,  1804,  from  that 

place.  On  May  10th  of  that  year  he 
wrote  a  letter  of  recommendation  for 

James  Dunn,  "a  man  of  some  property 
and  extensive  connections,"  who  had 
"supported  a  good  character  where  he 
formerly  resided,  and  since  his  arrival 

here  it  has  been  unimpeachable."  Mr, 
Dunn,  who  was  the  first  settler  of  Po- 

land, came  from  the  Susquehanna,  at  or 
near  Great  Island,  August  3,  1804.  Dr. 

Kennedy  gave  another  letter  of  intro- 
duction and  recommendation  for  Alex- 

ander Mclntyre,  who  was  about  to 
leave  Meadville  to  buy  land  from  Mr. 
Ellicott.  Mr.  Mclntyre  is  the  one  who 
first  settled  at  the  head  of  Chautauqua 
Lake.     In  the  same  letter  he  wrote : 

"The  sawmill  on  the  Conewango  Branch 
will  be  agoing  sometime  this  fall.  The 
timber  is  all  prepared  for  the  dam  and 
mill  and  the  hands  will  return  there  in 

a  few  days,  they  having  been  home  to 
their  harvesting.  We  have  been  look- 

ing for  you  at  this  place." 
Under  date  September  19,  1804,  he 

wrote  that  his  milldam  at  the  Conewan- 

g"o  would  be  large  and  expensive,  up- 
wards of  twenty  rods  long  and  in  some 

parts  between  nine  and  ten  feet  high." 
Dr.  Kennedy  in  1805  began  building 

a  mill  at  Kennedyville  to  manufacture 

lumber  for  transportation  down  the 
river.  This  was  the  first  work  begun 
of  the  settlement  of  Poland  and  the 

southern  towns.  Dr.  Kennedy  built  a 
double  sawmill  at  Kennedyville,  and 

subsequently,  in  a  lean  to  addition,  a 
gristmill,  with  one  run  of  stone  made 

of  common  rock.  The  undertaking  re- 
quired considerable  financial  ability  and 

much  enterprise  to  send  a  force  of  men 

into  the  depths  of  the  unbroken  forest, 

and  to  furnish  supplies  for  his  workmen 
and  material  for  his  mill.  These  he  was 

compelled  to  transport  up  the  Allegany 
and  Conewango  in  keelboats. 

Under  date  of  November  24,  1805, 

after  mentioning  that  a  mail  was  estab- 

lished between  Amsterdam  '(Buffalo) 

and  Erie,  he  says:  "It  is  mv  intention 
to  say  that  boats  of  twenty-five  or  thir- 

ty tons  may  be  navigated  from  the  State 
of  New  York  by  way  of  Conewango 
Creek,  the  Allegheny  and  (he  Ohio, 
and  then  to  Xew  Orleans,  where,  if  I 

am  correctly  informed.  1  will  find  a  good 

market  for  pine  boards  at  twenty-five 
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and  thirty  dollars  per  M."  On  Jan- 
uary 27,  1807,  Dr.  Kennedy  wrote  to 

Mr.  Ellicott  a  letter  opening  as  follows : 

"I  wrote  to  you  about  two  weeks  since 
under  cover  to  James  Stevens,  Esq.  In 
that  letter  I  gave  you  my  reasons  for  so 
doing,  to  wit,  that  I  suspected  some 
misconduct  in  some  of  the  post  offices 
on  the  route  from  this  to  Batavia.  That 

opinion  still  remains  unabated." 
Dr.  Kennedy  refers  in  one  of  his  let- 

ters to  measures  contemplated  to  ren- 
der the  shipping  of  salt  practicable  over 

the  Conewango  and  the  outlet  of  Chau- 
tauqua Lake.  These  are  among  the 

earliest  suggestions  relating  to  the 

transportation  of  salt  through  the  coun- 

ty :  "There  are  two  men  at  this  place 
who  are  largelv  engaged  in  the  salt 
trade.  I  have  mentioned  to  them  the 
route  through  the  Chautauqua  outlet 
and  the  east  branch  of  the  Conewango. 
They  are  anxious  to  know  whether  you 
will  aid  in  clearing  the  navigation  of 
one  or  both  of  these  streams.  T  was  at 
Chautauqua  last  summer  and  thought 
that  three  hundred  fifty  or  four  hundred 
dollars  would  make  the  outlet  navigable 
for  boats  to  carry  one  hundred  fifty  to 
two  hundred  barrels  of  salt  to  Cassa- 

daga ;  from  thence  there  will  be  no  diffi- 

culty." He  says  further  that  he  has 
"ordered  driftwood  to  be  cut  on  the 
Conewango.  A  short  distance  above 
my  dam  dead  water  commences  and 

continues  for  two  dav's  paddle  in  the 
canoes,  possible  up  to  the  Susquehanna 
road  ;  from  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Cattaraugus  it  is  said  to  be  but  sixteen 

miles.  The  price  of  transportation  of  a 
barrel  of  salt  across  is  two  dollars  and 

fifty  cents."  In  a  letter  dated  May  12, 
1807,  Dr.  Kennedy  says:  "Should  you 
come  to  my  mill  I  think  you  would  best 
procure  an  Indian  to  conduct  you,  as 
you  may  possible  mistake  and  take  the 
path  to  Cassadaga  Lake.  You  will  be 

able  to  reach  the  mill  in  less  than  a  day 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus 

Creek."  From  Meadville  he  writes 

September  29,  1807:  "I  have  completed 
a  handsome  bridge  at  Conewango,  one 

hundred  eighty-two  feet  long,  hand- 
somely framed  and  of  the  best  material, 

and  a  barn  forty  by  thirty-two  feet. 
Work  has  built  a  good  house  twenty  by 

■  thirty  feet.  Lamberton  has  been  sur- 
veying. Mr.  Work  wishes  me  to  inform 

you  that  he  wishes  to  commence  his  lo- 
cation on  the  northeast  side  of  the  out- 

let, adjoining  Wilson,  and  on  the  other 

side  as  low  down  as  opposite  Culbert- 
son,  sixty  or  one  hundred  rods  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Cassadaga,  which  will 

probably  join  the  lot  on  which  Fenton 

(Governor  Fenton's  father)  lives,  and 

to  extend  up  that  side  six  or  eight  lots." 
While  the  mills  were  being  built  Ed- 

ward Shillitto  and  his  family  resided 

there  and  boarded  Kennedy's  hands. 
He  was  the  first  settler  of  Poland  hav- 

ing a  family.  The  hands  were  merely 
transient  workmen.  Dr.  Kennedy  was 
never  a  resident  of  the  town  but  lived 

at  Meadville  until  his  death  in  181 3. 
Edward  Work,  between  whom  and 

Dr.  Kennedy  there  existed  a  strong 

friendship  and  intimate  business  rela- 
tions, superintended  the  running  of 

much  of  the  lumber  manufactured  at 

this  mill.  At  Pittsburg  the  lumber  was 

placed  upon  flat-bottomed  boats,  most- 

ly made  at  Kennedy's  mills,  and  run  to 
New  Orleans.  The  sale  of  the  boards 

the  first  year  was  made  by  Mr.  Work, 

who,  in  1808,  built  sawmills  on  the  out- 
let of  Chautauqua  Lake  near  the  eastern 

boundary  of  Poland.  When  his  mill 

was  completed  he  "run  boards  from  his 
mid  to  New  Orleans  in  the  manner  he 

had  done  from  Kennedy's  mills.  A 
change,  however,  had  taken  place  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  When 
his  boats  arrived  at  Natchez  he  added 

to  his  lading  bales  of  cotton,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  capacity  of  his  boat,  receiv- 

ing a  dollar  per  bale  for  freight  to  New 
Orleans  for  that  carried  under  deck, 

and  seventy-five  cents  for  that  on  deck. 

The  empty  boats  were  sold  at  New  Or- 
leans for  lumber  for  more  than  their 
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cost.  Work  finished  boards  at  his  mill 

for  seventy-five  cents  a  hundred  feet 
to  finish  the  log  houses  of  early  settlers, 
and  his  little  gristmill  with  common 
rock  stones  made  excellent  flour  from 

good  grain.  When  at  home  he  was 

usually  his  own  miller." 
In  T804  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Work 

bought  of  the  Holland  Land  Company, 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  Cassadaga 

below  Dexterville,  also  a  tract  of  valu- 
able timber  land  east  of  the  Cassadaga 

and  Levant  along  the  Kennedy  Road. 

In  1808  they  made  an  important  im- 
provement in  Poland  by  opening  a  road 

from  Kennedy's  mills  to  Work's  mills, 
and  building  the  first  bridge  across  the 

Cassadaga.  It  was  erected  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  above  the  present  vil- 

lage of  Levant.  The  road  thus  made 
extended  the  most  of  the  way  north  of 

the  present  road  to  Kennedy  and  over 
much  more  hilly  ground.  It  passed  by 

the  former  residence  of  Woodley  W. 

Chandler  and  crossed  Cheney's  brook 
half  a  mile  north  of  N.  E.  Cheney's 
residence  and  Eliakim  Crosby's  tavern, 
and  intersected  the  present  road  near 
Kennedy.  All  of  these  improvements 

were  made  in  Poland  before  any  assault 

was  begun  upon  the  forest  of  pines  that 
stood  tall  and  dense  upon  the  site  of 

Jamestown.  Upon  the  division  of  the 
lands  owned  by  Kennedy  and  Work 
after  their  decease,  the  heirs  of  Kennedy 

took  the  lands  lying  east  of  the  Cassa- 
daga. The  mill  property  at  Kennedy 

was  sold  by  them  in  1831  to  Richard  P. 
Marvin  of  Jamestown,  and  his  brother 
Erastus  of  Dryden.  Erastus  came  to 
Kennedy  and  soon  their  father  followed 

him.  In  1832  Erastus  and  his  father 

died.  R.  P.  Marvin  soon  sold  the  plant 
to  Guy  C.  Irvine  and  Robert  Falconer, 

who  built  a  gristmill  there.  It  was  sub- 
sequently rebuilt  by  Jones  &  Stillwell. 

It  next  passed  into  the  hands  of  Scth 
W.  Chandler,  who  sold  it  to  Daniel 
Griswold  and  William  T.  Falconer,  who 

rebuilt  it  in  1886,  and  sold  it  January 

1,  1 87 1,  to  Wellington  H.  Griffith.  It 
was  burned  within  a  year  and  a  new 

one  was  erected  on  the  same  site  by 
Mr.  Griffith. 

Dr.  Kennedy's  mill  on  the  Cone- 
wango  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
mill  at  Kennedy,  now  owned  by  Ira  C. 
Nichols,  and  the  dam  crossed  the  creek 

against  the  upper  side  of  the  mill.  Some 
of  the  decayed  timbers  of  the  original 
dam  are  still  found  in  the  bank  of  the 

stream.  A  few  years  since,  Mr.  Nich- 

ols, the  present  owner,  cleared  the  chan- 
nel of  the  creek  where  the  dam  stood 

and  moved  a  large  log  and  some  spiles 
which  disclosed  how  the  original  dam 
was  constructed.  This  log,  about  forty 

feet  long,  was  sunken  across  the  bed 
of  the  stream  and  held  in  place  by 
stakes.  Piles  about  two  inches  thick 

by  five  to  six  inches  in  width  and  six 
to  seven  feet  long,  were  driven  at  an 

angle  and  close  together  into  the  bed 
of  the  stream  so  that  their  upper  ends 

rested  against  the  faced  side  of  this  log, 
which  held  the  stakes  in  line  and  in 

exact  position  and  made  a  solid  and 

close  wall.  On  top  of  this  bed  sill 
other  timbers  faced  to  match  were  laid 

and  held  in  place  by  being  framed  at 
their  ends  into  long  timbers  reaching 
to  the  bank  on  either  side.  This  timber 

dam  was  strengthened  and  made  tight 

by  brush  and  soil  and  a  waste  passage 

constructed  in  it  for  the  surplus  water. 

A  lock  for  the  passage  of  boats  fifty 
feet  long  was  built  against  the  left  side 
of  the  stream  at  the  south  end  of  the 
dam.  Daniel  Griswold,  Curtis  Debell 

and  others  now  living  remember  fish- 
ing in  this  lock  when  they  were  bovs. 

It  had  been  then  main-  years  in  disuse 
and  was  much  decayed.  When  Air. 
Nichols  rebuilt  his  mill  he  found  the 

bed  sills  and  other  timbers  of  the  orig- 
inal mill,  built  seventy-five  years  before, 

still  quite  sound.  They  all  bore  the  ax 
marks  of  hewn  timber.    The  mill  irons 
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were  brought  by  boat  from  Pittsburg. 

John  Simpson,  for  many  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Poland,  says  that  in  1831  lie 

worked  on  the  mill  for  Forbes  and 

Runion.  The  mill  was  run  night  and 

day  through  the  year  except  about  a 
month  in  the  spring.  The  mill  then  cut 
about  three  million  feet  each  year.  In 
their  last  year  the  mill  cut  three  million 
six  hundred  sixty  thousand  feet,  which 

Mr.  Simpson  helped  to  measure.  There 
were  two  upright  saws  in  the  mill  that 
did  this  work  with  a  full  set  of  hands  to 

each  saw.  This  lumber  was  then  esti- 
mated to  be  worth,  in  the  raft  at  the 

mill,  six  dollars  per  thousand  feet. 
Dr.  Kennedy  died  at  Meadville  in 

181 3.  His  children  and  heirs  were  An- 
drew E.  Kennedy,  a  Surgeon  in  the 

United  States  Navy,  born  in  T804,  died 

at  Batavia  in  the  Island  of  Java,  1833  ; 

Sarah  Ann,  born  1806,  married  Augus- 
tus Colsen  in  1825,  died  1862;  Samuel 

Ruston,  born  1807,  died  1834;  Thomas 

Ryland,born  1808,  died  1832;  Joseph 

C.  G.,  born  1813,  was  appointed  Super- 
intendent of  the  Census  of  1850  by 

President  Taylor  and  of  the  census  of 

i860  by  President  Buchanan.  In  1853 

he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Sta- 
tistical Congress  at  Brussels  and  sub- 

sequently to  that  of  Paris.  In  1856  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  United  States  at 

the  World's  Fair  at  London.  His  son, 
Joseph  M.  Kennedy,  grandson  of  Dr. 
Kennedy,  served  as  Captain  and  Major 

in  the  Ninth  Regiment,  New  York  Cav- 
alry during  the  Civil  War. 

Little  is  known  of  those  who  worked 

on  the  mills  previous  to  about  1840. 
Edward  Shillito  with  his  family  lived  at 

the  mills  and  boarded  Kennedy's  work- 
men while  building  the  mill  and  for  sev- 
eral years  after.  He  then  bought  land 

at  what  is  now  Levant  where  he  after- 

wards resided.  Potatoes  and  other  veg- 
etables were  grown  at  the  mills  for  table 

use.  At  the  raising  of  the  mill  frame 

in  1805,  men  came- up  the  Conewango 

in  canoes  from  as  far  away  as  Warren 

and  beyond.  Meat,  whiskey  and  other 

supplies  en  route  by  boat  being  de- 
layed, Shillito  killed  a  yearling  heifer  for 

the  occasion.  The  whiskey  arrived  in 
time  for  the  celebration.  No  doubt 

Shillito  lived  in  the  house  of  hewn  logs 
before  mentioned  and  which  in  later 

years  was  known  as  the  mill  house. 
This  house  disappeared  some  years 
since.  A  well  near  the  house  still  marks 

the  spot.  In  1823  when  Seymour  Sax- 

ton's  family  moved  in  and  settled  on 
Indian  Run,  about  three  miles  from 

Kennedy's  mills,  a  Mr.  Penoyer  was 
running  the  mills  for  the  Kennedy  heirs. 
From  1827  to  1831  Forbes  and  Runion 
ran  the  mills.  Abial  Elkins  moved  from 
Canada  to  Levant  about  1828  and 

worked  on  the  mills  there  two  years  for 
Alvin  Plumb.  He  then,  about  1830, 

moved  to  Kennedy's  mills  where  he 
lived  in  the  mill  house  and  ran  the 

mills  until  1842,  except  two  years.  In 

1837-8  Joseph  Clark  ran  the  mills  for 
Guy  C.  Irvine  and  lived  in  the  house 

built  by  Augustus  Colsen. 
Augustus  Colsen,  who  married  the 

daughter  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  was  the  son 
of  a  Lutheran  minister  who  emigrated 
from  Germany  to  the  United  States  in 
1810  and  moved  with  his  family  to 
Meadville  in  181 5.  Augustus  was 

twelve  years  old  when  he  come  to  the 
United  States.  In  the  early  twenties  he 

engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In 
1826,  the  next  year  after  his  marriage, 

he  moved  to  take  charge  of  the  Cone- 

wango mills,  where  he  built  a  commod- 
ious frame  house  of  two  stories.  This 

house  stood  on  the  lot  where  Delos 

Merritt  now  resides.  About  1876  this 
house  was  moved  back  forty  or  fifty 
rods  to  the  north  on  Langdon  Street, 
where  it  is  still  used  as  a  residence. 
Mr.  Colsen  remained  at  the  mills  till  the 
sale  of  the  mills  and  lands  to  Richard 

P.  Marvin,  in  1832.  Dr.  Kennedy  held 

his  title  by  contract.    The  first  deed  to 
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these  lands  was  given  by  the  Holland 

Company  to  Richard  P.  Marvin.  Mr. 

Marvin's  father  and  mother  moved  into 
the  house  Colsen  had  built  and  his 

brother  Erastus  was  associated  with 

him  in  the  business  of  conducting-  the 
mills  and  also  a  store.  The  dam  built 

by  Dr.  Kennedy  had  made  a  pond  of 

water  covering  over  one  hundred  acres. 

This  pond  was  the  cause  of  much  ma- 
larial fever  which,  about  this  time,  be- 

came very  malignant.  Mr.  Marvin's 
parents  and  brother  all  died  there  that 

summer  of  1832.  These  misfortunes 

changed  the  plans  of  Mr.  Marvin,  who 
had  planned  to  buy  more  timber  land 

and  build  up  a  town  at  his  mills.  Al- 
ready there  was  a  considerable  popula- 

tion with  two  hotels,  two  or  three 

stores,  two  small  tanneries,  a  blacksmith 

shop  near  the  front  of  the  present  ceme- 
tery conducted  by  a  Mr.  Sawyer,  father 

of  Philetus  Sawyer  afterwards  United 
States  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  a  chair 

shop  conducted  by  Chester  A.  Lillie, 

and  other  industries.  Many  laborers 

were  employed  on  the  mills  and  in  cut- 
ting and  hauling  logs,  some  of  whom 

had  families  living  there.  Keel  boats 

come  up  from  Pittsburg  and  French 
Creek  with  merchandise,  including  flour, 

pork,  dried  fruits,  sugar,  whiskey,  to- 
bacco, cloth,  glass,  nails,  etc.,  and  some 

of  them  passing-  through  the  1<  >ck  at  the 
dam  ran  up  the  Conewango  as  far  as 

Cherry  Creek.  Settlers  were  moving 

in  and  clearing  farms  on  adjoining 
lands.  The  place  had  become  widely 
known  as  Kennedys  Mills,  with  the 

prospect  of  growing-  into  a  large  town. 
The  township  of  Poland  was  formed 
from  Ellicott  April  9,  1832,  the  same 
year  and  month  that  Mr.  Marvin  bought 

the  mills,  and  the  first  town  meeting 
was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Kennedys 

Mills  the  next  March,  1833.  In  Septem- 

ber, 1832,  Mr.  Marvin  sold  his  mill  pro- 
perty and  lands  to  Beardsley  and  Morse 

who  sold  in   1833  to  Guy  C.  Irvine, 

Rufus  Weatherby  and  Robert  Falconer. 
These  men  held  the  title  till  about  1850. 

Many  village  lots  had  been  laid  out  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Conewango,  a 

cemetery  near  the  present  residence  of 

Charles  Akins'  family,  and  a  town  hall 
built  opposite  the  present  residence  of 
Alonzo  Bain.  Mr.  Marvin  held  the  title 

to  a  number  of  these  lots  after  selling 
his  mill  property. 

The  continuance  of  much  sickness 

made  the  place  unattractive  and  many 
thrifty  families  moved  away.  The  place 

gained  a  bad  name  as  the  residence  and 

resort  of  criminals  and  men  of  bad  rep- 
utation. The  town  meetings  were 

moved  to  Poland  Center,  where  they 

were  held  for  twenty-five  or  thirty 

years.  •  Among  people  of  surrounding- 
communities,  feeling  became  so  intense 
over  the  bad  sanitary  conditions  caused 

by  the  great  mill  pond  that,  in  1848,  a 
number  of  men  assembled  at  the  mills 

and  tore  the  dam  away.  In  1851  Laur- 

ens A.  Langdon  and  William  T.  Fal- 
coner succeeded  to  the  ownership,  Fal- 
coner by  inheritance  from  his  father 

and  Langdon  by  purchase  from  the 
Weatherbv  heirs.  Mr.  Langdon  moved 

with  his  family  from  Sugargrove,  Penn- 
sylvania, made  the  Colsen  house  his 

residence  and  proceeded  to  build  a  mill 
race  of  over  a  mile  in  length,  with  a 

head  gate  which  did  away  with  the  dam 
and  pond.  Since  that  time  the  place  has 

greatly  improved.  Besides  the  sawmill, 

a  large  flouring-  mill,  a  feed  mill  and  a 
planing  mill  now  use  the  water  power. 

The  white  pine  has  almost  entirely  dis- 
appeared, but  the  sawmill  still  does  a 

large  business  in  manufacturing  lum- 
ber, largely  from  other  kinds  of  timber. 

It  is  a  safe  estimate  that  this  mill  has 
cut  one  hundred  million  feet  of  lumber 

from  the  white  pine  of  the  Town  of  Po- 
land near  Kennedy,  besides  a  large 

amount  brought  Erom  Cattaraugus 

County,  since  the  mill  was  built.  About 
1840  the  name  of  the  post  office  was 
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changed  to  Kennedy ville,  though  many 

of  the  early  settlers  still  continued  to 

write  and  say  Kennedys  Mills.  In  1852 

Harry  Abbott  sold  his  farm  in  Busti 

and  moved  into  the  hotel  at  Kennedy- 
ville  where  he  kept  a  temperance  house 
and  was  made  Postmaster.  The  name 

of  the  post  office  was  then  changed  to 

Falconer  in  compliment  to  William  T. 

Falconer,  who  then  owned  a  half  inter- 
est in  the  sawmill  and  a  large  tract  of 

land  adjoining  the  village,  and  to  his 

father,  who  had  been  a  prominent  citi- 

zen of  Warren,  was  then  living  in  Sugar- 
grove  and  had  owned  large  interests 

at  Warren,  Jamestown  and  Sugar- 
grove,  as  well  as  in  the  mill  property 
at  Kennedyville.  When  the  railroad 

was  built  through  in  1859  the  railroad 

station,  at  the  request  of  William  Rey- 
nolds of  Meadville,  was  named  Kennedy 

and  the  name  of  the  post  office  soon 
followed.  In  place  of  canoes  and  keel 

boats  propelled  by  hand,  two  railroads 

now  furnished  transportation  and  ex- 
cellent passenger  service.  The  village 

has  grown  to  a  population  of  about  six 

hundred  with  two  telephone  lines  serv- 
ing over  fifty  local  patrons,  three  rural 

mail  delivery  routes  serving  the  thrifty 
farming  communities  who  find  here  a 
market  for  their  products  and  quick 
communication  with  the  commercial 

world,  and  the  place  still,  most  appro- 
priately, retains  the  name  of  Kennedy 

from  the  accomplished  Dr.  Thomas 

Ruston  Kennedy  who  built  the  first  mill 
here  and  established  the  first  important 
commercial  enterprise  in  Southern 

Chautauqua  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Robert  Falconer,  of  Sugargrove, 

Pennsylvania,  was  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Poland.  His  son,  W. 

T.  Falconer,  was  a  merchant,  lumber 
dealer  and  one  of  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  the  town.  He  was  born  in 

Sugargrove  .April  1,  1824,  and  came  to 
Poland  about  1850.    He  married  Miss 

Jenny  Daily  of  Brocton,  in  1867.  He 
has  been  Supervisor  five  years. 

The  mills  of  Kennedy  and  the  lumber 

business  first  attracted  settlers  to  Po- 
land. Of  the  early  purchases  in  1808, 

Gideon  Gilson  bought  on  lot  fifty-one, 

James  Culbertson,  fifty-eight;  in  1809, 

Stephen  Hadley  bought  on  fifty-nine, 
John  Owen,  fifty-seven;  in  1810,  John 
Brown,  lot  fifty-seven  ;  Colt  and  Marlin, 

forty-two.  These  lands  were  all  in  the 
southwest  part  of  Poland.  In  October, 

181 3,  Nathan  Lasall  bought  near  the 

center  of  the  town,  on  thirty-seven  and 
forty-five,  Poland  Center.  In  1814 

Aaron  Forbes  took  up  land  on  fifty- 

seven,  James  Hall,  fifty-four,  Ebenezer 
Cheney,  fifty-eight,  James  Herriot, 
thirty-four.  The  same  year  Ira  Owen, 

at  Clark's  Corners,  and  Ethan  Owen 
near  him  on  lot  twenty-one.  In  1816 

Elias  Tracy  took  up  lands  on  lot  forty- 
nine  and  in  181 7  on  lot  forty-one,  Nich- 

olas Dolloff,  thirty-three,  and  Aaron 

Taylor,  twenty-six.  Aaron  Forbes  set- 
tled 011  lot  fifty-seven  in  the  southwest 

part  of  the  town,  where  he  resided  at 
his  death.  Ezra  Smith  also  settled  on 

lot  fifty-seven.  He  was  born  in  Bur- 

lington, Otsego  County,  in  1832,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Peck,  of  Ellicott.  Mrs. 

Smith  was  born  in  1810.  Asa  and  Es- 
ther Smith,  the  parents  of  Ezra  Smith, 

were  born  in  Haddam,  Connecticut. 

The  former  died  in  1856;  the  latter  at 

the  age  of  one  hundred  two  years  and 

four  months.  Of  Ezra's  children  were : 
William,  Irwin,  Emily,  (who  became  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Halladay,  and  after  her 
death,  her  sister  Matilda  became  his 
second  wife) ;  Francis,  the  wife  of  T.  F. 

VanDusen,  of  Jamestown ;  and  Min- 
erva, Mrs.  A.  D.  Hunt.  Among  the 

early  settlers  in  the  southwest  part  were 
Luther  Lydell,  from  Otsego  County, 

about  1830  on  lot  fifty-nine,  where  he 

died.  Elias  Tracy  settled  on  lot  forty- 
nine.  His  sons  were  Wayne,  Elias  and 
Hatch.    Hannah,  one  of  his  daughters 
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married  William  H.  Fenton  of  Dexter- 

ville.  Joshua  Woodward  from  Otsego 

County,  came  about  1816  with  his  sons, 

Reuben,  Royal,  Lewis,  Pierce  and  Hi- 
ram. Pierce  Woodward  was  four  years 

Supervisor.  Ira  Kimball  was  also  an 

early  settler  who  did  good  work  in  de- 
veloping the  town.  B.  B.  Kimball  is  his 

son. 

Horace  Hartson  settled  in  the  west- 

ern part  of  the  town,  on  lot  sixty  near 
Levant.  He  resided  with  his  son  Wil- 

liam in  Poland  until  his  decease.  Other 

sons  were  Orsell  H.  and  George.  Eph- 
raim  L.  Nickerson,  between  Poland 

Center  and  Levant,  manufactured  brick 

with  profit. 
In  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town 

Amos  Fuller  settled  upon  lot  forty-six. 
Jeremiah  Gifford  Hotchkiss  about  1830 

settled  on  lot  fifty-five.  Elihu  Gifford, 

lot  fifty-five.  David  Tucker,  lot  forty- 
eight.  He  married  Miss  Montgomery. 

His  daughter,  Nancy  A.,  married  Isaac 
Cobb  of  Gerry.  Mr.  Tucker  was  several 

years  Supervisor  of  Poland.  He  died 
in  Cattaraugus  County  in  1894. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  town  Eliab 

Wheelock,  from  Oneida  County,  set- 
tled on  lot  thirty-nine.  He  had  sons: 

William,  Orrin  E.  and  Horace  F.  Nor- 

ton B.  Bill  was  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, came  from  Genesee  County  about 

1830  and  settled  on  lot  forty-six  and 
died  there.  His  daughter,  Emily,  mar- 

ried Harvey  Forbes  and  died  in  Poland. 
Malvina  married  Arad  Fuller.  Ruth 

married  Darius  Wyman.  Amos  mar- 
ried Artemisia  Smith  and  lived  on  the 

homestead  of  his  father.  Julia  married 

Emory  Woodward,  and  Mary,  Miles 
Tracy. 

In  the  central  part  of  the  town 

Charles  F.  Wolcott  settled  on  lot  thirty- 
seven.  Ebenezer  Cheney,  about  T830, 

on  lot  thirty-seven.  His  son,  Nelson 
E.,  married  Hannah  Merrill  of  Carroll. 

Of  their  children  Emory  was  a  physi- 
cian.   Nelson  also  was  educated  as  a 

physician.  Xewel  was  a  Captain  in  the 
Ninth  Cavalry  and  served  in  the  Civil 

War.  He  has  been  Supervisor  of  Po- 

land two  years  and  in  1886  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  for  the  Second  Dis- 

trict of  Chautauqua  County.  Addison 

H.  Phillips  settled  on  lot  twenty-eight. 
In  the  eastern  part  of  the  town 

Amasa  Ives,  from  Madison  County,  set- 
tled on  lot  three.  Obediah  Jenks,  from 

Essex  County,  lot  twenty.  A  sawmill 
was  built  at  Mud  Creek,  now  Clarks 

Corners,  by  Isaac  Young  about  1820, 

and  afterward  sold  by  him  to  Daniel 

Wheeler  and  by  him  to  Henry  N.  Hunt 

and  by  Hunt  to  Albert  Russell  and 
afterward  discontinued.  Joseph  Clark, 
a  well  known  early  settler,  for  many 

years  kept  a  tavern  near  this  sawmill 
on  Mud  Creek.  John  Miller,  about 

1831,  settled  on  lot  five.  Henry  Nelson 

Hunt  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Ver- 
mont, March  5,  1808,  son  of  Elnathan 

Hunt  and  Sybil  Lincoln.  His  father 

moved  to  Genesee  County  when  Henry 
was  three  years  old,  and  died  there  at 

the  age  of  seventy-three.  Henry  Hunt 
was  twice  married  and  reared  a  large 

family.  He  was  engaged  extensively 
in  the  lumber  business  for  a  number  of 

years  but  later  gave  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  served  as  Supervisor  of 
the  town  two  terms  and  held  the  office 

of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  number 
of  terms. 

In  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town 
Elihu  Barber  settled  on  lot  three.  At 

an  early  day  a  sawmill  and  gristmill  was 
built  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
Town  of  Waterboro.  The  gristmill  was 

burned  and  the  sawmill  went  into  dis- 

use. Josiah  Miles  and  Daniel  Wheeler 
built  a  sawmill  near  Conewango  which 

was  rebuilt  and  owned  by  Charles 

Clark.  John  Merrill  built  a  sawmill  on 
Mud  Creek  on  lot  three.  Nicholas 

Dolloff  built  a  sawmill  on  the  Conewan- 

go in  the  southern  part  of  the  town, 
which  is  operated  at  present. 
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Dr.  Samuel  Foote,  brother  of  Judge 

E.  T.  Foote,  is  said  to  have  been  the 

first  physician  in  Poland,  and  Dr.  Nel- 
son Rowe  the  next.  Dr.  William  Smith 

came  about  1840,  and  died  at  Kennedy. 

His  son,  Summer  A.,  was  druggist  and 

Postmaster  at  Kennedy,  and  served 

three  years  in  the  Civil  War.  His  son 

Henry  died  in  the  war.  Three  other 

sons  reside  in  the  town.  Later  physi- 

cians were  Drs.  James  H.  Monroe,  In- 
graham,  J.  W.  Button  and  Early.  Many 
Swedes  have  come  in  recent  years. 

CHURCHES. 

The  Kennedy  Baptist  Church  was  or- 

ganized January  30,  1836,  with  twenty- 
two  members.  Rev.  B.  Braman  was 

first  pastor.  A  meeting  house  was  built 
in  1868. 

The  Methodist  Protestants  were  here 

early.  In  May,  1839,  Rev.  James  Covell 

organized  a  society  at  the  school  house 
in  District  number  Four  and  the  next 

year  Rev.  O.  C.  Payne  from  Fredonia 
formed  one  in  District  Eleven.  For  a 

time  they  were  very  flourishing. 

Poland  Free  Church  at  Kennedy,  or- 
ganized in  1856,  built  a  church  the  next 

year. 
The  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  at 

Levant  was  early  organized  by  Rev. 

Emory  Jones.    A  church  was  built  in 
-  1872. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Nathaniel  Fenton,  1834;  Summer 

Allen,  1834-35-36-37-38-39-40-41-42-46- 

64;  W.  W.  Chandler,  1843-44;  Henry 

N.  Hunt,  1845-54-55;  David  Tucker, 

1847-48;  Pierce  Woodward,  1849-50-57- 
58;  Eliakim  Crosby,  1851-52;  M.  W. 
Smith,  1853;  Galusha  M.  Wait,  1856; 

William  M.  Falconer,  1859-60-61-62-63; 

Daniel  Griswold,  1865-66-67-68;  Har- 
vey S.  Elkins,  T 869-70-7 1 -72  ;  Josiah  H. 

Monroe,  1873-74-77-78-79-80-81-82  ; 
Amos  Bill,  1875-83:  Ira  C.  Nichols, 
1884-86-87-88-90-92-93;  Lyman  F. 

Weeden,  1891  ;  Newel  Cheney,  1885-89; 

E.  F.  Rowley,  1894-95  ;  John  F.  Ander- 
son, t  896-97-98-00-0 1  -02-03-04-05 . 

Of  these  Supervisors  the  first,  Nath- 

aniel Fenton,  was  born  in  New  Eng- 
land in  1763,  came  to  Poland  about 

1823.  Fanny,  one  of  his  daughters, 

married  Gen.  Horace  Allen,  and  Flu- 
vanna, Summer  Allen.  Summer  Allen 

was  born  in  Otsego  County,  February 

3,  1804,  and  came  to  Poland  in  1818. 
He  was  the  son  of  Phineas  Allen  and 

brother  of  Gen.  Horace  Allen.  Wood- 

ley  W.  Chandler  was  born  in  Virginia, 

February  14,  1800.  He  resided  succes- 
sively in  Tennessee,  New  Orleans  and 

Cincinnati  and  early  came  to  Poland. 

He  married  Phebe,  the  daughter  of 
Abraham  Winsor.  He  died  April  22, 

1854.  Eliakim  Crosby  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  removed  to  Poland  in 

1829  and  settled  on  lot  thirty-seven,  at 
Poland  Center,  where  he  kept  a  public 

house.  Fie  held  nearly  every  town 

office.  Harvey  S.  Elkins  was  born  in 

Poland,  November  26,  1835.  He  was 

a  merchant  of  Kennedy  for  five  years. 

He  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Poor 

of  the  county  and  Supervisor  of  Poland 

.four  years.  His  wife  was  Maria  Nich- 

ols. After  her  death  he  married  Jennie 
Stratton.  Daniel  Griswold  was  born  in 

Wyoming  County,  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 1,  1830,  came  to  Poland  in  1831  or 

1832.  In  1868  he  married  Martha, 

daughter  of  John  Townsend.  He  was 
an  extensive  lumberman,  and  has  been 

Supervisor  of  Poland  and  Ellicott  and 

Jamestown,  and  is  President  of  Chau- 
tauqua County  National  Bank. 
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NORTON    B.  BILL. 

Norton  B.  Bill  was  born  in  Hampden 
County,  Massachusetts,  December  26,  1794, 
and  died  October  2G,  1871,  in  the  Town  of 
Poland.  He  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 

Acenith  Bill,  both  being  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  both  dying  at  the  residence  of 

their  son,  Joseph  in  the  Town  of  Poland. 
The  father,  Jonathan,  was  born  in  175G;  he 
was  an  artificer  or  worker  in  iron.  At  the 
revolt  of  the  Colonies  he  joined  the  Conti- 

nental Army  and  served  upwards  of  seven 
years — was  at  Bunker  Hill,  marched  with 
Benedict  Arnold  to  Quebec  and  was  at  the 
storming  of  that  city,  and  was  at  Trenton, 
Monmouth  and  Valley  Forge,  and  with  his 
sons,  Norton  B.  and  Joseph,  came  to  Poland 

NORTON  B.  BILL 

where  he  died  iu  1843.  Mr.  Bill  came  to  Po- 
land in  1829  and  purchased  the  land  that  is 

still  occupied  by  his  son  Amos,  built  a  log 

house  and  made  a  "chopping."  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  family  and  in  1830.  the  following 

year,  with  his  family  took  possession  of  the 
home  in  the  forest.  Mr.  Bill  was  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  by  trade,  and  of  course  had  much 
to  do  aside  from  farm  work.  He  was  married 
in  Otsego  County  to  Cementha  Ransom,  who 
was  born  April  5,  1801,  and  died  September 
3,  1880.  They  had  seven  children:  Emily, 
married  James  H.  Forbes;  Melvina,  married 
Arad  Fuller;  Oscar,  died  in  infancy;  Ruth, 
married  Darius  Wyman;  Amos,  married  Ar- 

temisia Smith;  Julia,  married  Emory  Wood- 
ard;  Mary,  married  Miles  Tracy.    He  was 

ever  a  hard  working  settler,  winning  the 
respect  of  the  entire  neighborhood  and 
maintaining  the  confidence  of  all  until  his 
death.  He  was  never  a  politician  or  office 
seeker,  but  served  his  town  as  Assessor  and 

Commissioner  of  Highways  only  as  a  mat- 
ter of  business.  He  served  his  country  dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812,  and  for  more  than  a 

year  was  on  special  service,  being  detailed 
to  carry  mail  and  dispatches  between  Utica 
and  Sacketts  Harbor  and  other  points  in 
Central  New  York.  After  the  war  he  was 
commissioned  a  Lieutenant,  and  was  later 

commissioned  a  Captain  by  Governor  Clin- 
ton. During  the  Morgan  excitement  Cap- 

tain Bill's  company  of  minute  men  was  or- 
dered out  for  duty  and  served  some  days  at 

and  around  Batavia. 

THE  CHENEY  FAMILY  AND  OTHERS. 

The  family  name  of  Cheney  has  been 
traced  to  one  who  came  to  England  with 
William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  (William,  the 
Conqueror),  and  under  him  took  part  in  the 
Battle  of  Hastings  in  1066.  Chene  is  the 
French  for  oak  and  is,  no  doubt,  the  origin 
of  the  name  Cheney.  In  those  early  times 
family  names  were  usually  taken  from  the 
character  of  the  locality,  from  the  occupa- 

tion, or  from  some  similar  association. 
Cheneys  of  this  Norman  ancestry  are  still 
living  in  many  counties  of  England;  some 
as  farmers,  some  tradesmen,  some  artisans 
and  some  as  peers  with  coats  of  arms  and 
large  estates. 

"Short  Chapters  on  Great  Subjects,"  by 
Anthony  Froude,  contains  a  chapter  of  the 

estates  at  "Cheneys"  held  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  a  history  of  the  Russell  family. 
Froude  states  that  the  wife  of  Sir  Guy  Sap- 
cote  of  Huntingdonshire  was  a  Cheney. 
Their  daughter,  Anne,  Countess  of  Bedford, 
married  the  first  Sir  John  Russell  and 

through  her  these  large  estates  at  Cheney's 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  present  owners. 
She  built  a  chapel  there  in  1556  and  is 
buried  in  it  with  others  of  the  Russell  fam- 

ily. "Cheneys"  is  in  Buckinghamshire,  four 
miles  from  Rickmanworth  on  the  road  to 
Amersham.  The  Duke  of  Bedford,  just  died, 

was  George  William  Francis  Lockville  Rus- 
sell. Fourth  Duke  of  Bedford. 

The  Cheneys  of  New  England  ancestry  are 
descendants  of  John  and  William  Cheney, 
who  came  from  England  in  1635  and  lived 
in.  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  now  a  part  of 
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the  City  of  Boston.  They  and  their  wives 
became  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Roxbury,  of  which  Rev.  John  Eliot  was 
then  pastor.  Among  the  descendants  of 
John  Cheney  are  Ex-Governor  Cheney  of 
New  Hampshire  and  John  Vance  Cheney, 
the  poet.  The  Cheneys  in  Chautauqua 
County  are  descendants  of  William  Cheney. 
Besides  other  children,  there  was  a  William 
in  each  of  the  first  four  successive  genera- 

tions and  an  Ebenezer  in  each  of  the  next 
two.  For  the  purpose  of  this  sketch  these 
may  be  known  as  follows:  William  1,  Wil- 

liam 2,  William  3,  William  4,  Ebenezer  5, 
Ebenezer  0. 

William  4  was  born  at  Mendon  February 
7,  1704;  married  Joanna  Thayer  May  20, 
1726,  and  died  July  18,  1750.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  builder  and  served  as  Clerk  of 
the  Town  of  Milford,  taken  from  Mendon, 
from  the  date  of  its  organization  till  1747. 
At  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  April 
19,  1775,  the  first  battle  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  Caleb  Cheney,  a  son  of  William 
4,  was  a  Lieutenant  of  Capt.  William  Jenni- 
son's  Second  Company  of  Mendon  Minute 
Men,  in  which  his  brother  William  served  as 
a  private,  and  which  on  that  day,  marched  to 
the  scene  of  conflict  at  Cambridge  and  Rox- 

bury. Many  of  the  Cheneys  served  in  the 
Colonial  Wars  and  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 

lution. In  the  list  of  Massachusetts  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  served  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution  there  are  eighty-nine  Chen- 
eys. 

Ebenezer  Cheney  5  enlisted  from  Mendon 
April  27,  1700,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
and  served  as  Sergeant  in  Capt.  William 

Jones'  company  under  General  Amhearst  at 
Ticonderoga  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 
He  married  Abigail  Thompson  in  1700,  and 
for  his  second  wife  Hannah  Gould,  in.  1776. 
He  and  his  youngest  brother,  Levi,  moved 
from  Milford  to  North  Orange,  Massachus- 

etts, in  1770.  In  a  notice  of  a  family  gath- 
ering at  the  residence  of  Nathaniel  Cheney, 

North  Orange,  by  L,  W.  Cheney  Cramer, 
printed  in  the  Milford  Journal  for  February 

3,  1872,  it  is  stated  that  "Ebenezer  and  Levi 
Cheney,  brothers,  from  Milford,  became  ex- 

tensive owners  of  the  soil  at  North  Orange; 
Ebenezer,  the  father  of  twenty-three  child- 

ren, and  Levi  of  fourteen;  Ebenezer  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  Levi  of 
ninety-seven."  It  is  said  of  the  family  of 
twenty-three,  five  withdrew  at  an  early  age 
to  make  room  for  the  Joneses,  Halls  and 
Davises,  leaving  only  eighteen  to  help  con- 

tinue the  Cheney  families.  One  daughter 
married  Zina  Goodell  and  has  many  de- 

scendants, some  of  whom  have  been  dis- 
tinguished for  inventive  talent,  notably  Ab- 

ner  Cheney  Goodell,  a  distinguished  inven- 
tor and  expert  mechanic,  born  at  North 

Orange,  Massachusetts,  February  9,  1805, 
and  lived  to  be  past  ninety-two  years  of  age. 

Ebenezer  0  also  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  In  1770,  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
he  enlisted  for  nine  months  and  marched  to 
Crown  Point.  Enlisting  again  in  1779,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  served  for  a  time 

in  Col.  Samuel  Williams'  Regiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts Militia.  From  that  regiment  he 

enlisted  September  22,  1779,  as  a  private  in 

Capt.  Samuel  Healey's  company,  Col.  John 
Jacob's  regiment  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  was  upon  the  same  ground  at  Ticonder- 

oga that  his  father  had  been  nineteen  years 
before.  He  enlisted  again  as  a  private  in 

Capt.  Benjamin  Heywood's  company,  Sixth 
Regiment.  In  1785  he  married  Anna  Nelson 
of  Milford  and  in  1780  moved  from  Warwick 
to  Wardsboro,  Vermont.  He  built  the  first 
sawmill  at  East  Dover,  then  a  part  of 
Wardsboro,  where  power  was  derived  from 
a  fine  waterfall.  Most  of  the  sawing  timber 
here  was  pine  and  spruce.  The  mill  had  a 
run  of  stone  for  grinding  corn  and  rye.  All 
his  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
were  born  here.  While  living  here  his  father 
visited  him,  riding  on  horseback  from  North 
Orange,  a  distance  of  about  fifty  miles. 
Ebenezer  Cheney  made  several  trips  to 

Canada  and  to  the  Holland  purchase  in  New 
York,  to  find  better  land.  In  June,  1808,  he, 
Nathan  Lazell  and  Silas  Stearns,  left  Dover 
on  horseback  with  the  intention  of  going 
to  the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio.  They 
started  in  June,  traveled  the  usual  route  to 
Buffalo  and  thence  along  the  lake  to  the 
Cross  Roads,  (now  Westfield),  where  they 
staid  over  night.  Here  they  met  Joseph 
Aiken  who  settled  on  the  Stillwater,  now  a 
part  of  the  Kent  farm  in  the  Town  of  Busti, 
and  Cheney  and  Lazell  were  pursuaded  to 
go  with  him  to  see  the  lands  there.  Stearns 
went  on  to  Ohio.  After  looking  over  the 
country  along  the  Stillwater  with  Aiken 
Lazell  took  up  lot  number  thirty-seven  ad- 

joining Aiken's  on  the  north  where  Martin 
Boyd  afterward  lived  many  years,  and  made 
a  fine  farm.  Cheney  decided  to  take  certain 
lots.  They  then  returned  to  Vermont  by  the 
way  of  Batavia  where  the  Holland  Land 

Company's  office  was  located.  Arrived  at 
the  land  office,  Cheney  found  that  the  land 
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he  had  decided  upon  had  heen  taken  by 
others.  He  then  decided  to  take  lot  forty- 
five  next  west  of  Lazell's  and  one-half  of  lot 
twenty-eight  next  east  of  Aiken's,  now  in 
the  Town  of  Kiantone.  (See  Turner's  His- 

tory of  the  Holland  Purchase  p.  529.)  Jos- 
eph Aiken,  Ebenezer  Cheney  and  Nathan 

Lazell  appear  as  purchasers  for  the  year 
1808  in  township  one,  range  eleven. 

In  the  early  summer  of  1810  Ebenezer 
Cheney  came  again  from  Vermont  with  Eli- 

jah Braley  and  William  Sears,  the  latter  hav- 
ing married  Cheney's  oldest  daughter,  Ruby. 

Sears  took  up  lot  eleven,  on  which  is  now 
the  Village  or  Kiantone.  Braley  took  the 

north  half  of  lot  ten,  next  south  of  Sears'. 
Cheney  took  lot  twelve,  one-half  of  lot  thir- 

teen and  one  hundred  fifty  acres  of  lot  three 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  Cheney  staid 
several  weeks  that  summer  helping  Sears 
build  a  frame  house,  clearing  space  for  the 
house  on  the  point  of  land  between  the  two 
ravines  that  join  just  before  crossing  the 
road  in  the  Village  of  Kiantone.  Sears 
afterward  kept  tavern  a  number  of  years 
and  the  place  was  known  as  Searsburg. 

In  1811  Mr.  Cheney  took  up  lots  twenty, 
thirty-seven  and  two-thirds  of  lot  forty-five, 
township  two,  range  ten,  now  in  the  Town 
of  Poland.  Nathan  Lazell  also  took  land 
here  that  year,  built  a  house  on  the  east  part 
of  lot  twenty,  township  one,  range  eleven, 
where  Slocum  afterward  lived.  When 
Cheney  was  about  starting  back  to  Vermont 
that  fall  he  could  not  find  his  horses,  and 
after  a  search  through  the  forests  of  three 
or  four  weeks  he  went  all  the  way  back  on 
foot.  The  horses  were  found  and  taken  to 
him.  In  1812  Nelson  E.  Cheney,  the  oldest 

son,  then  eighteen  years'  of  age,  came  with 
his  father  from  Vermont.  They  left  Dover 
in  June  with  a  horse  and  cart.  They 
brought  several  axes,  made  at  Mendon, 
Massachusetts,  which  were  roughly  forged 
and  cost  two  dollars  each.  It  took  a  man 
and  boy  a  whole  day  to  grind  one  to  an 
edge.  They  also  brought  other  tools  and  a 
quantity  of  apple  seeds.  At  Troy  they 
bought  a  few  nails,  at  a  shilling  a  pound. 
The  nails  were  cut  by  machinery  from  a  bar 
of  iron  and  headed  by  hand  in  a  vise.  When 
they  reached  Buffalo  Creek  they  stayed  one 
day  with  Asa  Jones,  who  married  Hannah 

Nelson,  a  sister  of  Ebenezer  Cheney's  wife. 
They  took  a  new  route  from  Buffalo  Creek 
which  led  past  Bear  Lake  and  struck  Chau- 

tauqua Lake  at  Daniel  Cheney's  where  they 
staid  over  night.    This  Daniel  Cheney  who 

was  then  eighty-four  years  old,  was  the 
fifth  generation  from  the  immigrant  ances- 

tor William  1  through  his  son  Thomas  as 
follows:  William  1,  Thomas  2,  William  3, 
Abiel  4,  Daniel  5.  He  was  born  December 
25,  1728,  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  where  he 
resided  till  after  the  Revolution,  when  he 
moved  to  Pittstown,  New  York,  then  to 

Chautauqua  County,  where  he  "located"  a 
tract  of  five  hundred  acres  upon  the  east 
shore  of  Chautauqua  Lake,  nearly  all  of 
which  is  now  owned  by  Asa  Cheney  and  nis 
sons  in  Ellery.  Asa  Cheney  is  the  eighth 
generation  from  William  1. 

In  1813  James  Hall  moved  from  Vermont 
and  Ebenezer  Cheney  and  his  second  son, 
Levi,  came  with  Hall,  who  then  moved  into 
his  log  house.  That  summer  this  house 

was  burned,  together  with  Hall's  household 
goods,  and  the  rye  harvested  from  the  field 
on  lot  twelve.  Mr.  Hall  was  away  and  Mrs. 
Hall  had  gone  with  her  young  child  to  visit 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Sears,  but  returned  in  time 
to  see  the  roof  on  fire.  She  lay  down  her 
child  and  hastened  forward  to  save  some- 

thing from  the  burning  house.  Two  men 
near  the  house  threatened  her  life  if  she 
came  further,  and  she  took  her  child  and 
went  to  the  Sears  home.  This  child  was 
Abigail  Peace  Hall,  who  afterward  married 
Benjamin  T.  Morgan  of  Kiantone  and  was 
a  sister  of  the  late  Lewis  Hall  of  Jamestown 
and  of  Elial  F.  Hall  of  New  York.  It  was 
thought  that  the  men  who  burned  the  house 
were  robbers  who  had  rummaged  the  prem- 
ises. 
Ebenezer  Cheney  moved  from  Vermont 

with  his  family  in  February,  1814.  The  fam- 
ily then  consisted  of  the  father,  aged  fifty- 

two;  the  mother,  aged  forty-seven,  and  six 
children,  Nelson  E.,  aged  twenty;  Levi,  aged 
sixteen;  Anna,  aged  fourteen;  Abigail,  aged 
eleven;  Maria,  aged  seven,  and  Seth,  aged 
four.  They  left  Dover  with  horses  and  two 
sleighs  carrying  the  family  and  two  loads 
of  goods.  There  were  bows  over  the  sleighs 
on  which  to  spread  canvas  to  protect  them 
from  storms.  A  man  from  Marlboro,  Ver- 

mont, was  hired  to  bring  one  load.  At  one 
tavern  where  the  Cheneys  stayed  over  night 

the  landlord's  hogs  got  into  the  barn  where 
the  sleighs  were  stored  and  destroyed  near- 

ly all  their  provisions. 
A  good  joke  is  told  on  the  now  wealthy 

and  beautiful  City  of  Rochester,  that  some 
of  her  first  families,  (first  settlers)  largely 
subsisted  on  the  provisions  they  stole  from 
the  wagons  of  passing  emigrants. 
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The  Cheney  family  lived  in  a  log  house 
that  Mr.  Cheney  had  caused  to  be  built  on 
lot  twelve  until  1817,  when  the  family  moved 
to  Jamestown  into  a  house  Mr.  Cheney  had 
built  on  the  west  side  of  Pine  street,  above 
Second  street.  It  was  while  he  lived  in  the 

log  house  that  Mr.  Cheney  lost  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  by  the  cotton  factory  scheme 

in  Jamestown.  In  1814  or  1815  a  chartered 
company  of  which  James  Prendergast  was 
President,  built  a  cotton  factory  in  James- 

town, where  the  stone  gristmill  now  stands. 
Mr.  Prendergast,  it  is  related  sent  W.  H. 
Fenton  to  Mr.  Cheney,  asking  him  to  invest 
in  the  enterprise.  He  hunted  around  his 
log  house,  got  twelve  hundred  dollars,  wmcti 
he  tied  in  a  red  bandana  handkerchief, 
walked  to  Jamestown  and  gave  Mr.  Prender- 

gast the  money,  who  gave  his  note  for  the 
amount.  After  Mr.  Prendergast  had  signed 
his  name  to  a  note,  old  Doctor  Prendergast 

suggested  that  he  write  the  word  "agent" 
after  it.  Mr.  Cheney  did  not  object.  The 
stockholders  began  to  find  that  they  could 
not  run  the  family  and  backed  out.  James 
Prendergast  had  never  given  the  title  to  the 
lands,  and  so  got  the  building.  The  sash 
and  doors  which  had  not  been  put  in  place, 
were  sold  on  an  execution  issued  in  favor 

of  Horatio  Dix,  who  helped  build  the  struc- 
ture. The  stockholders  were  all  the  Pren- 

dergasts,  Jedediah,  Martin  and  Mathew, 
Lyon  of  Mayville,  Jedediab  Tracy,  William 
Bemus,  Judge  Campbell  and  Mr.  Ray  of 
Westfleld.  But  very  little  money  had  been 
paid  in.  Mr.  Cheney  made  an  effort  to  re- 

cover through  the  courts,  but  the  decisions 
were  against  him. 

It  was  in  1817,  while  the  family  was  living 
on  Pine  Street  that  Anna  was  married  to 
Elial  T.  Foote.  At  this  time  Nelson  E. 
Cheney  had  a  compass  and  chain  and  was 
employed  by  Daniel  Wallis  and  Gen.  Horace 
Allen,  then  Road  Commissioners  of  the  Town 
of  Ellicott,  to  assist  in  locating  several 
roads.  They  surveyed  and  located  the  War- 

ren and  the  Sugargrove  roads  both  from 
Jamestown  to  the  state  line,  which  was  then 
the  south  line  of  Ellicott,  the  Dunkirk  road 
as  far  as  the  foot  of  Oak  Hill  where  the 
Moons  had  settled  on  Moon  Run,  the  road 

leading  east  as  far  as  "Worksburg  and  a 
road  from  Busti  Corners  to  Chautauqua 
Lake.  Nelson  E.  Cheney  and  his  father  also 
made  the  first  survey  of  the  present  road 
from  the  Cassadaga  at  Levant  east  to  the 
Cattaraugus  County  line.  A  little  later  they 
surveyed  the  road  from  Poland  Center  up 

Mud  Creek.  N.  E.  Cheney  was  employed 
by  Mr.  Prendergast  to  build  the  first  bridge 
across  his  mill  race  at  the  foot  of  Main 
Street  in  Jamestown. 
Up  to  1819  Ebenezer  Cheney  had  been  a 

large  purchaser  of  lands  from  the  Holland 
Land  Company.  Besides  the  lots  mentioned 
he  purchased  in  1814  lots  thirty-six,  forty-six, 
forty-seven  and  fifty-four,  township  one, 
range  ten,  now  in  the  Town  of  Carroll. 
These  lots  constituted  a  square  block  of  land 
which  now  includes  the  north  half  of  Frews- 
burg  Village.  He  and  his  son  spent  much 
time  in  tracing  lot  lines  and  looking  over 
the  land  and  timber  and  available  water 
power  for  mill  sites.  Much  of  this  time  was 
given  for  the  benefit  of  new  settlers,  Mr. 
Cheney  entertaining  them  and  spending 
many  days  to  help  them  to  favorable  loca- tions. 

Ebenezer  Cheney  and  Nathan  Lazell  were 
the  first  of  the  many  settlers  from  Wards- 
boro,  Vermont,  to  visit  this  region  and  pur- 

chase lands.  Among  those  who  came  here 
from  Wardsboro  at  an  early  day  were  David 
Jones  and  his  three  sons,  Benjamin,  Levi 
and  Joseph;  Gen.  Thomas  W.  and  Charles 
R.  Harvey;  Samuel  Hall  and  five  brothers, 
William,  James,  Josiah,  Elisha  and  Orris, 
and  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Emri  Perry,  Mrs. 
Dexter  and  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Davis;  Samuel 
Davis  and  four  sons,  Ebenezer,  Emri,  Elisha 
and  Adams;  Paul  Davis  and  three  sons, 
Paul,  Orie  and  Shepard,  and  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Woodcock;  Ezbai  Kidder  and  two 
brothers,  Seth  and  Corbin  and  three  sisters, 
Mrs.  Keyes,  Mrs.  Willard  and  Mrs.  Abner 
Hazeltine;  Daniel  Hazeltine  and  seven  sons, 
Dr.  Laban,  Abner,  Daniel,  Abraham,  Edwin, 
Pardon  and  Hardin;  Elisha  Allen  and  two 

sons,  Augustus  F.  and  Dascum;  Samuel  Bar- 
rett and  wife;  Joseph  Wait  and  family,  Jos- 
iah H.  Wheeler  and  family  of  five  sons, 

James,  Hosiah,  Francis,  Miles  and  Daniel, 
and  three  daughters,  Mrs.  James  Frew,  Mrs. 
John  Rose  and  Anne. 

In  1820  Ebenezer  Cheney  moved  again  to 
Kiantone  into  a  new  house  he  had  built  and 
the  same  summer  he  and  his  son  Nelson  E. 
went  to  his  land  on  Dry  Brook  in  Poland. 
They  made  a  clearing  and  built  a  small 
house  on  the  left  bank  of  Dry  Brook  just  be- 

low the  present  saw  mill  of  Mr.  Forbes,  and 

about  forty  rods  north  of  the  Kennedy's 
Mills  and  Worksburg  road.  This  road,  at 
Dry  Brook,  was  half  a  mile  north  of  the 

present  road.  Cheney's  daughter  married 
James  Hall  and  recently  died  in  Jamestown 
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at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years  and  five 
months.  Cheney  planned  to  build  a  mill 
there  but  sold  the  privilege  to  William 
Eames  who  built  the  mill,  the  first  on  Dry 
Brook.  Eames  afterward  sold  his  mill  to 
Michael  Baugher.  Baugher  failed  to  pay  for 
the  mill  and  it  went  into  the  hands  of  Wil- 
ford  Barker  of  Jamestown,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Eames.  Barker  sold  to  Charles  T.  Wol- 
cott,  taking  land  in  Carroll  toward  payment. 
Wolcott  sold  about  1840  to  Zacheus  Daven- 

port. Baugher  and  Wolcott  lived  in  the 
house  the  Cheneys  bunt.  That  summer, 
1820,  after  the  sale  to  Eames,  the  Cheneys 
made  another  clearing  below  on  Dry  Brook 
near  the  center  of  lot  thirty-seven  where 
they  built  by  hard  work  a  frame  house 
twenty  by  thirty  feet.  In  1821  the  family 
moved  into  this  house.  It  stood  about  twen- 

ty-five rods  south  of  the  present  Cheney 
residence  to  which  it  is  now  attached  as 
a  woodshed.  A  barn  was  built  by  cutting 
off  two  trees  at  the  proper  height  and  dis- 

tance for  the  ridge  pole  and  raising  the 
ridge  pole  first.  This  was  regarded  as  a 
remarkable  feat  in  barn  building  as  the 
foundation  was  laid  at  the  top! 

That  year,  1821,  they  built  a  sawmill  on 
the  west  side  of  Dry  Brook,  lot  thirty-seven, 
conducting  the  water  for  the  power  about 
a  hundred  rods  along  a  mill  race  built  in 
the  bluff,  which  here  makes  the  west  bank 
of  the  stream.  This  mill  had  a  capacity  of 
about  two  hundred  thousand  feet  per  year. 
It  was  discontinued  about  18G2,  after  run- 

ning forty  years  and  cutting  about  six  mil- 
lion feet  of  pine  lumber.  In  1823,  Levi 

Jones,  who  lived  on  the  place  afterward 
known  as  the  Seth  Cheney  farm  in  Kian- 
tone,  came  to  Dry  Brook  and  traded  his 
place  to  Ebenezer  Cheney  who,  with  his 
family,  moved  there  that  fall.  The  farm 
and  mill  on  Dry  Brook  were  let  to  Gasham 
Eames    and  Marsh.     The  present 
road,  surveyed  in  1819,  was  cut  through  in 
the  summer  of  1828,  by  a  Mr.  I.eet,  under 
contract  with  William  Peacock,  agent  of  the 
Holland  Land  Company.  William  Vorce, 
late  of  Westfield.  worked  for  Mr.  Leet  on 
this  contract. 
Ebenezer  Cheney  died  August  12.  1828, 

at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  at  his  home 
in  Kiantone,  then  a  part  of  Carroll.  His 
father  at  North  Orange,  Massachusetts, 
died  that  same  year  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  January  11,  1829,  Nelson  E.  Cheney 
married  Hannah  Merrill,  whose  father,  John 
Merrill,  had  moved   with   his  family  from 

Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  first  to  Genesee 
County,  and  about  1820  to  Chautauqua 
County.  Hannah  had  been  teaching  school 
at  Searsburg  (now  Kiantone).  Among  the 
small  children  who  attended  her  school  were 
Levi  Sherman  of  Kiantone,  Lucien  V.  Axtel, 
afterward  an  accomplished  physician  and 
John  F.  Smith  an  able  lawyer  of  Jamestown. 
Immediately  after  their  marriage  Nelson  E. 
Cheney  and  his  wife  began  keeping  house 
at  the  Dry  Brook  farm.  In  1834  he  built 
the  large  house  on  the  farm,  which  is  still 
standing. 

January  11,  1879,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Among 
the  letters  read  on  that  occasion  was  one 
from  Judge  Abner  Hazeltine,  giving  his 
recollections  of  some  of  the  early  settlers 
and  their  ancestors.  In  his  long  letter 
Judge  Hazeltine  mentioned  that  for  gener- 

ations the  Jones  family,  "to  which  I  belong 
in  right  of  my  mother,"  had  been  associated 
with  the  Nelsons  and  the  Cheneys.  Judge 
Hazeltine  said: 

"One  striking  peculiarity  of  the  Cheneys, 
and  that  part  of  the  Jones  family  descended 
from  John  and  Abigail  Jones,  is  their  pas- 

sion for  music,  and  their  ability  to  perform 
it.  All  of  them  sang  beautifuly  and  not  a 
few  of  them  were  skillful  players  of  the 
viol.  As  little  attuned  to  music  as  my  dull 
ears  were,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  charmed 
when  Old  Aunt  Jones,  as  we  called  her, 
sang  in  church  in  their  pew  adjacent  to 
ours.  Her  husband  sang  well  also.  You 
who  have  not  seen  those  old  pioneers  nor 

heard  from  their  own  lips  the  story  of  then- 
trials  and  privations,  who  only  know  them 
as  a  sort  of  traditionary  legend,  cannot  ap- 

preciate them  as  we  do  who  met  them  face 

to  face." 
Nelson  E.  Cheney  was  a  resident  of  Po- 

land Center  sixty-two  years,  where  he  ac- 
cumulated a  good  property  in  lands  and 

timber.  In  politics  he  voted  with  the  Whigs 
(ill  the  Republican  Party  was  organized  in 
185G.  Thereafter  he  voted  with  the  Republi- 

cans. He  was  actively  in  sympathy  with 
the  Anti-Slavery  movement  and  the  cause 
of  temperance.  He  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  latest  researches  in  astronomy,  geol- 

ogy and  kindred  sciences.  He  helped  or- 
ganize the  first  school  in  his  district  in  1834 

and  gave  a  lease  of  land  for  the  school  house. 
During  the  last  year  of  his  life  he  read  with 
the  greatest  interest  all  that  had  been  pub- 

lished in  magazine  articles  of  "New  Chap- 
ters in  the  Warfare  of  Science  and  Theol- 
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ogy,"  by  Andrew  D.  White.  He  retained  his 
mental  faculties  unimpaired  to  the  end. 
He  died  January  6,  1891,  at  the  age  of  nine- 

ty-seven years,  one  month  and  six  days. 

ARAD  FULLER— MELVINA  A.  BILL. 

Amos  and  Charity  (Roberts)  Fuller,  with 
their  family  of  young  children,  came  from 
Norwich,  Windsor  County,  Vermont,  to  Buf- 

falo by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  1833,  and 
in  the  same  year  removed  to  Chautauqua 
County,  where  Mr.  Fuller  engaged  in  lum- 

bering in  the  Town  of  Poland.  Mr.  Fuller 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several 
years  during  the  forties,  and  later  filled  the 
office  of  Assessor  of  his  town.  Their  child- 

ren were:    Arad,  Lucy  A.,  Clarissa  M.,  Dan- 

AMoS  FULLER,  Sr. 

ford  D.,  Mary  W.,  and  Laura  A.  None  of 
the  daughters  attained  their  majority.  The 
sons  aided  their  father  in  lumbering  until 
the  year  1844,  when  Arad  purchased  fifty 
acres  of  partially  improved  land  in  the 
northwest  portion  of  the  town.  The  follow- 

ing year  the  family  removed  to  this  small 
farm,  and  the  next  year,  184G,  Arad  added 
one  hundred  acres  by  purchase  from  Arus 
Nash,  and  here  they  ever  after  resided. 
Amos  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children  of 
Witt  and  Deborah  Garfield  Fuller,  large 
and  strongly  built,  and  in  his  younger  days 
performed  remarkable  athletic  feats.  Mr. 
Fuller  died  September  27,  1879,  aged  eighty- 
one  years.    Mrs.  Fuller  died  September  23, 

1877,  aged  seventy-six  years.  Danford  D. 
married  Abigail  Woodard,  settled  in  the 
southeast  section  of  the  Town  of  Poland, 
thence  moved  to  Iowa,  later  to  Dakota, 
where  he  died  in  1885. 
Arad  Fuller,  the  first  born  of  Amos  Ful- 

ler and  Charity  Roberts,  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Windsor  County,  Vermont,  November 

13,  1822.  Melvina  A.,  second  daughter  of 
Norton  B.  Bill  and  Cementha  Ransom,  was 
born  in  Perry,  Genesee  (now  Wyoming) 
County,  New  York,  May  22,  1824.  They 
were  married  March  4,  184C,  and  the  follow- 

ing day  took  up  their  residence  on  lands 
previously  purchased  by  Mr.  Fuller  for  their 
home.  Once  their  occupation  chosen,  there 
was  never  a  thought  of  change,  and  here 
these  young  people,  both  liberally  endowed 
with  ambition,  energy  and  perseverance, 
did  a  thrifty  life  work.  From  year  to  year 
improvements  and  additions  were  made  to 
this  homestead  farm  until  it  comprised  six 
hundred  acres  of  well  cultivated  and  fertile 
soil.  During  the  years  from  1855  to  1870 
dairying  was  carried  on  to  a  large  extent, 
and  later  Mr.  Fuller  gave  especial  attention 
to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  fine  thorough- 

bred short-horn  stock.  It  is  without  ques- 
tion that  to  the  enterprise  and  sagacity  of 

Mr.  Fuller  in  this  direction  is  due  much  of 

the  excellence  of  stock  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of 

the  American  Short-Horn  Breeders'  Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  Fuller  had  no  political  aspirations, 
personally.  A  keen  observer  of  human  na- 

ture, he  readily  formed  a  preference  in  can- 
didates, took  an  active  interest  in  the  pri- 
maries, and  later  in  the  election  of  his 

choice.  He  was  always  a  Republican  in  the 
better  sense  of  the  word,  taking  the  view 
that  a  republic  should  not  exclude  one-half 
the  people  by  reason  of  sex  from  an  ex- 

pression of  opinion.  Broad  and  liberal 
minded,  Mr.  Fuller  used  his  efforts  and 
means  in  the  interest  of  education  and  pub- 

lic benefactions.  He  was  never  a  member 
of  a  secret  organization.  Kind,  sympathetic, 
appreciative  and  generous,  they  readily 
won  and  easily  retained  the  esteem  and  con- 

fidence of  neighbors  and  friends.  A  worthy 

young  man  applied  not  in  vain  for  the  finan- 
cial aid  of  Mr.  Fuller;  a  deserving  family 

needed  not  appeal  for  contributions  from 
Mrs.  Fuller. 

Their  children  are  Sophia  C,  Married  J. 
H.  Ely  April  25,  1872,  residence  Kennedy, 
New  York;  Martha  A.,  married  A.  S.  Prather 
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December  14,  1892,  residence  Jamestown, 
New  York;  Frank,  married  Elizabeth  Phil- 

lips March  29,  1876,  residence  Lilly  Dale, 
New  York. 

April  11,  1887,  closed  the  labors  of  this 
useful  man.  Mrs.  Fuller  and  the  daughter 
Martha  spent  one  year  in  the  care  of  the 
farm  and  then  removed  to  Jamestown  for 
a  permanent  home.  Mrs.  Fuller  died  in 
Jamestown  June  28,  1894. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prather  have  recently  spent 
several  years  at  the  homestead  which  is 
cherished  in  memory  of  its  pleasant  and 
happy  associations  and  reverence  for  its 
founders,  retaining  and  maintaining  the  old- 
time  prestige  of  "Fuller  Farms."  A  tribute 
to  the  old  home  written  by  a  member  of  the 
family  concludes  with  these  lines,  fittingly 
appropriate: 

"Dear  home,  in  reverence  let  us  bow; 
Give  credit  where  credit's  due — 

For  what  you  are  and  your  good  name 

You  owe  to  man  and  woman,  too." 

IRA  C.  NICHOLS. 

Ira  C.  Nichols  of  Kennedy  is  one  of  the 
oldest,  best  known  and  highly  respected 
residents  of  Poland  Township,  having  re- 

sided in  the  Village  of  Kennedy  since  18GG, 
and  throughout  the  long  period  of  years  in- 

tervening between  that  time  and  the  present 
having  been  actively  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  the  town.  His  parents 
were  Andrew  and  Cordelia  (Holcomb)  Nich- 

ols. They  reside  in  Clayton,  Jefferson 
County,  New  York,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  March  1G,  1840.  His  father 
was  a  life  long  resident  of  Jefferson  County, 
coming  there  in  1812  when  but  a  lad  five 
years  of  age. 

Young  Nichols  grew  to  manhood  amid  the 
peaceful  surroundings  of  Clayton  and  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  his  country. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  space  allotted 
this  sketch  will  not  permit  as  extensive  a 
review  of  his  military  record  as  the  circum- 

stances would  warrant  but  perhaps  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  Tenth  New  York  Heavy  Ar- 

tillery and  by  his  gallant  conduct  in  the 
field  of  battle  earned  steady  promotion  and 
in  18G5  he  was  mustered  out  as  a  Lieutenant 
of  the  Thirteenth  United  States  Heavy  Artil- 

lery.   It  is  not  every  man  who  enters  the 

United  States  Army  as  a  private  and  leaves 
with  a  commission,  and  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Nichols  is  one  of  the  few  who  did,  bears 
more  eloquent  testimony  to  his  work  and 
worth  than  the  most  eloquent  eulogy  of 
tongue  or  pen. 

A  short  time  after  the  war  was  over,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  18GG,  Mr.  Nichols  removed  to  Ken- 
nedy and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 

which  occupation  he  has  since  followed  with 
signal  success.  On  July  3,  18G7.  his  mar- 

riage to  Miss  Salina  Abbey  occurred  at 
Clayton,  Jefferson  County.    The  couple  have 

\ 
\ 
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five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
In  politics  Mr.  Nichols  is  a  Republican, 

and  for  many  years  he  has  taken  an  active 
and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the 
town  and  so  faithfully  did  he  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office  that  he  was  re-elected 
for  seven  terms — a  most  gratifying  endorse- 

ment of  his  work  on  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. 

Several  years  ago  Mr.  Nichols  added  to 
his  lumber  business  a  custom  milling  busi- 

ness for  flour  and  feed  and  he  is  still  active- 
ly engaged  in  that  occupation.  He  is  a 

member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 
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LYNN  A.  NICHOLS. 

Lynn  A.  Nichols,  son  of  Ira  C.  and  Salina 
(Abbey)  Nichols,  was  born  in  the  Village 
of  Kennedy  July  2,  1870,  and  has  resided 
there  all  his  life.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Poland  and  took  a  course 
of  study  in  the  Jamestown  Business  College, 
graduating  from  that  excellent  institution 
in  November,  1892.  After  his  graduation 
Mr.  Nichols  returned  to  Kennedy  and  July 
15,  1897,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  the 

l.YNN  A.  NICHOLS 

village.  October  1,  1897,  he  opened  a  gen- 
eral store  in  the  village  and  now  conducts 

the  same.  December  27,  1893,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Maggie  Waite.  They  have  one 

child,  a  daughter,  born  July  4,  1900. 

Mi'.  Nichols  is  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  regarded 

by  his  townsmen  as  one  of  the  active  and 
energetic  young  business  men  of  the  vil- 
lage. 

ERNEST  F.  ROWLEY. 

Ernest  F.  Rowley,  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  extensive  manufacturers  of  cheese 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  was  born  at 
Farmersville,  Cattaraugus  County,  June  4, 
1859.  His  father  was  Sidney  C.  and  his 
mother  Matilda  (Moore)  Rowley.  His  edu- 

cation was  received  in  the  common  school 

and  Ten  Broeck  Academy,  Franklinville, 
and  he  engaged  in  cheese  making  in  1881. 
His  industry  and  skill  in  his  chosen  occu- 

pation have  brought  such  success  that  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  seven  cheese  factories  and 
one  creamery.  He  served  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  as  a  resident  of  Ellington,  this 
county,  in  1889  and  1900,  and  Supervisor 
from  Poland  two  years.  He  has  lived  in 
Kennedy  since  1892.  He  is  a  member  of 
Kennedy  Lodge  No.  522,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Rowley  married  Ella  M.  Older  at  Del- 
avan  February  23,  1882.  Their  children  are 

Minnie  M.,  Lynn  C,  Bessie  A.  and  Ernes- tine R. 

LYMAN   F.  WEEDEN. 

Lyman  F.  Weeden,  druggist  and  stationer, 
was  born  at  Randolph,  New  York,  Septem- 

ber 19,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  E.  and 
Margaret  (Waite)  Weeden.  The  State  of 

Connecticut  gave  to  the  world  the  subject's 
paternal  grandparents,  while  the  Waites 
were  natives  of  Vermont.  Caleb  Weeden 
came  from  his  early  home  and  settled  at 
Pike,  New  York,  about  the  year  1816,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  death.  He 
took  an  enthusiastic  interest  in  the  local 
militia,  and  was  Captain  of  a  company.  The 
Baptist  Church  numbered  him  among  its 
most  valued  members,  for  his  example  of 
Christian  devotion  and  generous  liberality 
were  worthy  of  emulation.  He  was  twice 
married  and  reared  a  family  of  six  children. 
Gresham  Waite  was  a  member  of  the  family 
of  that  name  which  has  become  distin- 

guished for  legal  learning.  He  was  born 
about  1777  and  married  Miriam  Lakin  in 

1803,  soon  after  coming  to  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, and  later  to  Sherman,  settling  at  Waites 

Corners  after  whom  the  place  was  named. 
His  wife  bore  him  a  family  of  six  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  man  and  womanhood. 
He  was  a  farmer.  Joseph  E.  Weeden  was 
born  in  the  Town  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
July  27,  1809,  and  from  there  his  parents 
went  to  Chelsea,  Vermont,  where  they 
stayed  four  years,  and  again  loading  their 
personal  effects  into  the  cumbersome  wag- 

ons, they  drove  across  the  country  to  West- 
ern New  York,  and  settled  at  Pike.  He 

studied  law  with  Luther  Peck  of  that  vil- 
lage, and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 

courts  of  that  district  in  May,  1836,  when  he 
established  a  law  office  at  Randolph.  Mr. 
Weeden  was  a  Member  of  the  Assembly 
during  the  term  of  1846-47,  having  been 
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elected  upon  the  Whig  ticket,  and  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  held  other  local 
offices.  September  27,  183G,  he  married 
Margaret  Waite,  who  bore  him  five  child- 

ren, four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Joseph 
E.  Weeden  was  one  of  the  projectors  and 
first  Trustees  of  the  Randolph  Academy; 
a  candidate  for  Judge  of  Cattaraugus  Coun- 

ty; temperate  in  his  habits,  philanthropic  in 
his  nature,  and  a  broad,  liberal-minded  man. 
Lyman  F.  Weeden  spent  his  early  days  in 

Randolph  and  was  educated  in  the  Acad- 
emy. He  began  business  life  as  a  druggist 

and  pharmacist  in  1862  at  East  Randolph 
and  conducted  the  business  until  1867,  and 
then  for  a  number  of  succeeding  years 
farmed  and  taught  school  in  the  winter. 
April  1,  1882,  he  moved  to  Kennedy  and  en- 

gaged in  the  drug  and  stationery  business 
which  vocation  he  now  follows.  Mr.  Weed- 

en is  a  Democrat,  and  his  popularity  is  best 
shown  by  the  fact  of  his  having  been  elected 
Constable,  Road  Commissioner  and  Asses- 

sor in  the  Republican  Town  of  Randolph; 
also  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Poland,  an- 

other Republican  stronghold. 
On  May  6,  1863,  Mr.  Weeden  married 

Mary  C.  Benson,  and  they  have  a  son  and 
a  daughter:  Austin  E.,  was  born  January 
14,  1869,  married  Gertrude  M.  Daily,  Jan- 

uary 11,  1893,  who  died  January  19,  1897. 
He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of 

MARY  C.  B.  WEEDEN 

Kennedy  and  the  Jamestown  Business  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  in  June, 

1889,  and  is  now  in  the  drug  business  with 
his  father.  Louise  A.  Weeden  was  born 
March  12,  1871,  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  Jamestown  High  School, 
married  Clayton  A.  Miller,  October  17,  1894, 
and  resides  at  Streator,  Illinois. 
Lyman  F.  Weeden  was  Postmaster  of 

Kennedy  during  the  Cleveland  administra- 
tion, but  partisanship  caused  his  removal 

when  the  new  President  assumed  control. 

He  is  an  active  Democrat,  and  a  potent  fac- 
tor in  all  political  campaigns. 

MARY  C.  B.  WEEDEN. 

Mary  C.  B.  Weeden  was  born  at  East 
Randolph,  New  York,  April  8,  1841,  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Pier) 
Benson,  who  settled  near  East  Randolph 
in  1824.  Mrs.  Weeden  received  her  educa- 

tion at  the  Randolph  Academy  and  Ladies' 
Seminary,  and  was  married  to  Lyman  F. 
Weeden  May  6,  1863.  She  is  very  active  in 
Political  Equality  affairs,  being  the  first 
woman  School  Collector  in  Kennedy,  hold- 

ing the  office  for  three  terms,  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Riverside  Cemetery 
Society  of  Kennedy,  also  of  the  Political 

Equality  Club  of  that  place.  She  is  an  ex- 
ceptional woman. 
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BY  THE  LATE  OSCAR  W.  JOHNSON,  A.  M. 

In  writing  a  history  of 

Pomfret,  to  be  published  with 
the  history  of  other  towns  of 

Chautauqua  County,  I  shall 

only  be  able  to  notice  here 
and  there  one  of  the  many 
of  the  history  makers  \vh< > 
deserve  mention. 

r.  joHusoN.  Local  history  is  dear  to  the 
members  of  the  community 

it  represents,  and  to  them  it  is  the  light 
of  home,  the  voice  and  earned  eulogium 
of  friends  and  kindred. 

In  1679  a  French  Missionary  with 

thirty-two  companions  built  a  small 

vessel  upon  the  Canadian  side  of  Niag- 
ara River,  and,  on  the  7th  of  August, 

unfurled  the  first  sail  to  the  breezes  of 

Lake  Erie  as  they  passed  westward. 
They  were  the  first  white  men  to  gaze 

upon  the  luxuriant  forests  of  Chautau- 
qua. They  sought  to  mark  by  every 

symbol  the  dominion  of  France,  and 
of  the  Catholic  Church  over  land  and 

lakes,  and  rivers  from  Canada  to  the 

Mississippi,  and  down  that  long  river 

to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  During  the 
same  period  the  Puritans  were  taking 
possession  of  the  more  barren  region 
skirting  the  Atlantic,  and  sowing  in 
those  little  communities  the  idea  and 

practice  of  self-government,  which  was 
to  ripen  into  democracy  for  the  nations. 
For  more  than  a  century  after  the  first 

vessel  sailed  upon  Lake  Erie,  the  for- 
ests of  Chautauqua  were  undisturbed, 

save  by  adventurers  who  left  no  foot- 

steps.   These  were  momentous  years  in 

shaping  the  destiny  of  America  and  of 

the  world.  To  the  poor  and  enterpris- 
ing of  the  east,  this  became  the  land  of 

promise ;  they  hastened  to  it  with 

strong  arms,  iron  wills  and  resistless 

energy,  to  lav  the  foundations  of  new 
communities.  The  pioneers  had  their 

peculiar  enjoyments.  Health  rewarded 
their  toil.  Nature  spread  her  unwasted 
charms  around  them.  The  latch  string 

of  every  door  hung  outside.  Mutual 
dependence  formed  the  strongest  ties 
of  friendship  ever  known  among  men. 

History  exhibits  a  few  great  names, 
but  the  great  work  of  humanity  is  done 

by  the  undistinguished  and  forgotten 
dead.  A  million  perish  in  carrying 

some  banner  to  victory,  and  above  their 

mouldering  bones  and  unmarked  graves 
history  inscribes  a  few  immortal  names. 

They  represent  the  wisdom,  the  toil  and 
suffering  of  all  the  wise  and  good,  and 

the  blood  of  the  martyrs.  Each  pio- 
neer, as  he  came  into  the  wilderness, 

was  the  most  perfect  embodiment  that 
six  thousand  years  of  progress  could 
furnish  of  all  the  elements  to  lay  rightly 
the   foundations  of  new  communities. 

The  history  of  Pomfret,  and  the  same 
can  be  said  of  all  Western  New  York, 

is  substantially  within  the  present  cen- 
tury. The  survey  of  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase was  begun  in  1798.  The  first 

trop  of  wheat  was  raised  at  Clarence 
Hollow  in  1800.  The  whole  number  of 

taxable  inhabitants  upon  the  Holland 
Purchase  was  then  twelve.  The  first 

white  child  was  born  in  1801,  and  that 
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year  the  first  offering  of  land  for  sale 

was  made.  The  first  settler  in  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  Pomfret  was  Thomas  Mc- 

Clintock  in  1803,  who  sold  his  land  to 

Judge  Gushing  in  1807.  David  Eason 
settled  upon  the  western  side  of  the 

Canadaway  in  1804.  Judge  Cushing 
removed  to  Fredonia,  with  his  wife  and 

five  children,  from  Oneida  County  in 

1805.  Aside  from  McClintock  and 

Eason,  the  nearest  neighbor  he  had 
west  was  John  Dunn,  and  east  was  a 

Mr.  Stedman,  eight  miles  away.  Judge 
Cushing  moved  into  a  partly  finished 
log  house  built  by  Low  Minegar. 

Seth  Cole  accompanied  Judge  Cush- 
ing, and  settled  near  the  month  of  the 

Canadaway.  Later  in  1805,  Benjamin 

Barnes,  Samuel  Gear,  Benjamin  Bar- 
rett and  Orsamus  Holmes  settled  near 

enough  to  the  others  to  be  called  neigh- 
bors. Hezekiah  Barker  came  to  Fre- 

donia in  the  fall  of  1806,  and  its  ample 
and  beautiful  common  was  his  gift  to 
the  village.  Dr.  White  came  in  1808. 

He  was  the  first  educated  physician  in 
the  county.  He  taught  the  first  school 

in  1808,  in  a  log  house  on  the  edge  of 

the  present  Town  of  Sheridan,  reserv- 
ing the  right  of  dismissing  the  school 

if  he  had  a  call  to  visit  the  sick.  Elijah 
Risley  came  with  his  parents  in  1806, 
and  in  1808  opened  at  Fredonia  the  first 

store  in  the  county.  Timothy  Gould- 
ing  settled  one  mile  west  of  Dunkirk 
Harbor  in  1808,  and  Solomon  Chad- 

wick  settled  upon  the  site  of  Dunkirk  in 
1809.  From  him  Dunkirk  derived  the 

name  of  Chadwick's  Bay,  and  for  mam- 
years,  in  the  rivalry  between  the  two 

places,  Fredonia  spoke  of  the  "lonely 
fishermen  of  Chadwick's  Bay,"  and  they, 
in  turn  talked  of  "picking  blackberries 
on  the  common  at  Pomfret  Four  Cor- 

ners." In  1810  the  first  vessel  was  brought 

into  Dunkirk  by  Samuel  Perry.  The 
accessions  now  became  so  rapid  that  I 

can  speak  only  of  the  features  of  social 

life.  In  1807  a  Baptist  Missionary  So- 
ciety in  Connecticut  commissioned  Rev. 

Joy  Handy  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 

"heathen"  upon  the  Holland  Purchase, 
and  about  the  same  time,  Rev.  John 

Spencer,  a  Congregational  preacher, 
was  sent  here  upon  a  similar  mission. 

In  every  log  cabin  they  were  welcome 

guests.  They  performed  marriage  cere- 
monies, they  found  their  way  through 

forest  paths  to  the  bedsides  of  the  sick 

and  dying,  and  performed  the  last  sac- 
red rites  for  the  dead.  They  preached 

sometimes  in  log  cabins,  but  more  often 
beneath  the  trees.  As  late  as  1820 

Judge  Cushing's  "forty  by  fifty  foot 
barn"  was  the  most  commodious  place 
for  a  religious  assembly  in  all  Northern 
Chautauqua. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  Pomfret 

was  Catherine  Putnam  Cushing,  after- 
wards Mrs.  Philo  Hull  Stevens.  The 

MRS.  PHILO  HUM.  STEVENS 
First  white  child  born  in  Pomfret. 

first  death  was  that  of  a  little  girl  killed 

in  1807  by  the  falling  of  a  tree.  Hers 
was  the  first  burial  in  the  jld  burying 

ground,  where  she  was  laft  to  sleep 
alone,  but  not  long  alone. 
The  rude  structures  for  the  educa- 

tion of  the  children  were  reared  prac- 
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tically  with  the  homes.  The  first  schools 

were  entirely  sustained  by  voluntary 
contributions.  Children  found  their 

way  to  them  for  long  distances  by 

marked  trees.  Webster's  spelling 

books,  Daboll's  arithmetic,  Murray's 
grammar  and  some  simple  lessons  in 

geography  made  the  full  course  of 

study.  The  schools  did  but  little  in  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  first 

pioneers. 

The  spirit  of  independence  and  liber- 
ty pervaded  the  land  and  entered  into 

the  development  of  every  life.  The 
close  contact  with  nature  strengthened 
and  hallowed  every  soul.  The  necessity 

of  self-support  gave  seriousness  and 
direction  to  life.  The  sacrifices  of  the 
Revolution  were  fresh  in  the  memories 

of  the  people.  Some  of  its  actors  were 

in  every  neighborhood  object-lessons  in 
patriotism.  Books  were  not  plenty,  but 

every  volume  that  came  into  a  neigh- 
borhood passed  from  cabin  to  cabin. 

What  literature  there  was  was  good. 
Of  course  the  Bible  was  in  every  house. 

The  writings  of  Addison,  Blair,  Gold- 
smith, Cowper,  Milton,  Pope  and  Sir 

Walter  Scott  were  most  common.  The 

history  of  the  grand  campaigns  of  Na- 
polean  found  their  way  here.  The 
grand  debates  of  England,  in  which 
Burke,  Pitt  and  Fox  took  part,  reached 
here,  as  well  as  the  debates  in  our  own 

National  Congress,  full  of  the  inspira- 
tion of  liberty. 

The  most  important  event  in  the  his- 
tory of  Pomfret  was  the  founding  of  the 

Fredonia  Academy  in  1823.  It  was  a 

plain,  unpretending'  structure  in  the 
light  of  the  architecture  of  today,  but 

ample  for  its  purposes,  and  imposing, 

when  nine-tenths  of  the  people  lived  in 
rude  log  cabins.  The  original  subscrip- 

tion is  still  preserved.  Mortgages  to 
the  land  company  with  unpaid  interests 
hang  like  a  funeral  pall  over  the  whole 
Western  New  York.    Many  mechanics 

did  not  receive  for  work  five  dollars  in 

cash  during  the  entire  year.  The  sub- 
scription was  drawn  in  such  a  form 

that  every  man  might  aid  as  he  could,  in 
labor,  from  his  mill,  his  field,  or  his 

workshop.  The  whole  cash  subscrip- 
tion was  seventy-five  dollars,  barely 

sufficient  to  procure  glass  and  nails. 
To  this  General  Barker  contributed 

twenty-five  dollars,  Dr.  White  ten  dol- 
lars, and  others  smaller  sums.  General 

Barker  and  Colonel  Abell  each  contrib- 
uted in  some  form  one  hundred  dollars, 

and  Dr.  White  the  next  amount,  sixty 

dollars.  Every  form  of  material  for 

building  is  upon  the  subscription,  be- 
sides cattle,  rye,  corn,  chairs,  cabinet 

work,  shoes  and  hay.  Solomon  Hinchley 

gave  thirty  dollars  in  pork,  ten  bushels 
of  corn  and  ten  bushels  of  rye,  and 

three  hundred  pounds  of  beef.  Lyman 
Ross  subscribed  twenty  gallons  of 

whiskey.  Now,  to  the  music  of  merry 
voices,  the  trees  of  the  forest  fell,  and 

the  pillars  of  the  temple  were  reared. 

The  second  story  was  reserved  perpet- 
ually for  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  a 

place  of  worship.  When  this  Academy 

was  established,  it  was  the  'done  star" 
of  the  west,  no  other  such  light  glittered 

in  the  wide  expanse  between  it  and  the 

Pacific.  The  Academy  soon  exerted  an 

influence  beyond  the  hopes  of  its  found- 
ers. It  not  only  drew  scholars  from  all 

of  Western  New  York,  but,  in  1839, 
the  Canadas  and  the  thirteen  states  and 

territories,  and  the  red  men  west  of  the 

Mississippi  mingled  in  its  halls.  During 
its  existence  it  had  students  to  every 
field  of  effort,  to  every  form  of  human 

experience,  strengthened  and  purified 

to  act  their  part  in  the  world's  history. 
Now,  in  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  in  for- 

eign lands,  on  the  green  islands  of  the 
seas,  on  the  prairies  of  the  west,  on  the 

golden  shores  of  the  Pacific,  beneath 

a  southern  sun  in  soldiers'  graves 
where  cities  of  the  dead  have  been  made 

in  a  day,  they  sleep,  and  awake  the  res- 
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urrection.  It  was  a  school  where  earn- 
est work  was  done.  The  tuition  was 

four  dollars  per  term,  and  there  were 
three  terms  a  year.  Board,  with  light 

and  fuel,  was  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  a  week.  One  aristocratic  place 

charged  twelve  shillings.  A  few  paid 

it  and  occupied  about  the  same  posi- 
tion relative  to  their  fellows  that  Mc- 

Allister's "four  hundred"  do  in  New 
York.  It  was  the  ambition  of  every 

child  in  all  the  surrounding  towns  to  at- 
tend the  Academy.  From  it  most  of 

the  district  schools  received  their  teach- 
ers. The  business  of  teaching  as  late 

as  1840  was  not  lucrative.  The  men 

received  on  an  average  about  twelve 
dollars  a  month,  and  for  this  they  were 

made  to  take  one-half  their  pay  in  or- 
ders upon  the  store.  Women  received 

about  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 

per  week.  In  March,  1867,  the  Acad- 
emy was  closed  forever. 

I  remember  the  first  day  I  entered 
the  Academy  when  a  boy,  and  the  awful 
reverence  I  felt  for  the  teachers,  who 

had  not  only  seen,  but  had  actually 

been  all  the  way  through  a  college.  I 
have  seen  many  such  men  since,  but  I 

think  my  reverence  for  them  has  in- 
creased. 

I  give  the  names  of  a  few  of  the 
Alumni  of  the  Academy :  Reuben  E. 
Fenton,  Governor  and  United  States 

Senator,  whose  place  is  in  general  his- 
tory ;  General  Schofield,  the  Command- 

er-in-Chief of  the  armies  of  the  United 

States;  General  Stoneman,  a  Major 
General  and  Governor  of  California ; 

William  B.  dishing,  who,  at  the  age 

of  twenty,  had  won  a  place  among"  the 
naval  heroes  of  the  world ;  Capt.  Alonzo 

H.  dishing,  of  the  Regular  Army, 
killed  beside  his  battery  at  Gettysburg, 
of  whom  the  old  war-scarred  veteran, 

General  Summer,  said:  "He  was  the 
bravest  man  I  ever  knew."  Erastus  D. 
Holt,  who  fought  his  way  from  the 
ranks  to  the  position  of  Colonel  and  the 

command  of  a  brigade,  was  many  times 
wounded  in  battle  and  was  killed  in  the 

final  fighting  around  Richmond.  He 
toiled  and  suffered  through  the  long 

night  of  war,  but  was  not  permitted  to 

behold  the  cloudless  glory  of  the  morn- 
ing. Watson,  first  a  student,  then  a 

teacher,  was  the  first  of  the  One  Hun- 

dred Twelfth  Regiment  to  fall  in  bat- 
tle. Grace  Greenwood,  whose  first  lit- 

erary productions  were  published  in 

The  Censor,  represents  the  "Old  Acad- 
emy" in  the  general  literature  of  the 

world.  Douglass  Houghton,  who  first 
revealed  the  mineral  treasures  of  the 

Lake  Superior  region,  was  drowned  at 

an  early  age  while  State  Geologist  of 
Michigan.  A  monument  at  Michigan 
University  hands  his  name  clown  as  the 
founder  of  that  great  school.  Samuel 

Nellis,  the  able  President  of  Queen's 
College,  Canada.  Silas  H.  Douglass,  a 

learned  professor  in  Michigan  Univers- 
ity. Nelson  Walker,  Attorney  General 

of  Michigan,  and  one  of  the  ablest 

Judges  of  her  highest  court.  Madison 
Burnell,  upon  whom  the  mantle  of 
James  Mullet  seemed  to  fall.  I  have 
seen  men  who  studied  the  graces  of 

oratory  more,  but  no  man  with  broader 

sense,  or  who  appealed  more  earnestly 

and  successfully  to  the  reason  and  sym- 
pathies and  passions  of  men.  Silas 

Seymour,  who  marked  the  way  for  the 
Erie  Railroad,  was  for  a  long  time  State 
Engineer  and  Consulting  Engineer  for 
the  great  Pacific  Railroad  across  the 

continent.  Augustus  F.  Allen  of  James- 
town, one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Chau- 

tauqua, who  died  after  being  elected 
to  Congress  before  he  could  take  his 
seat.  William  H.  Henderson  of  Ran- 

dolph, who  has  honorably  filled  the  po- 
sition of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

summoned  before  lie  had  reached  the 

fullest  development  of  his  powers  from 

the  Bench  to  the  grave.  Oliver  M.  and 
John  M.  Barbour,  as  lawyers,  authors 

and  Judges  prominent  in  the  judicial 
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history  of  the  state.  Franklin  dishing, 
the  youngest  son  of  Judge  Cushing, 
gifted  with  a  wonderful  memory,  in 

which  was  embalmed  the  choicest  gems 

of  the  literature  of  many  nations.  Han- 
son A.  Risley,  for  a  time  soliciter  of 

the  United  States  Treasury,  was  born 

in  Pomfret.  It  has  always  been  a  won- 

der to  me  how  a  gentleman  so  accom- 
plished, whom  courtiers  might  envy, 

could  be  the  product  of  the  social  con- 
ditions winch  existed  in  the  wilderness, 

and  where  the  graces  came  from  that 
clustered  round  his  pen  and  speech. 

By  profession  he  was  a  lawyer,  but 
there  was  so  much  sunshine  in  his  na- 

ture that  litigation  could  not  live  in  it. 
Porter  Sheldon,  a  lawyer,  Member  of 

Congress  and  successful  business  man. 

Obed  Edson,  distinguished  in  law,  lit- 
erature and  science.  Samuel  B.  Jones, 

among  the  oldest  and  ablest  of  railroad 
managers.  Charles  Mark,  the  able 
Professor  of  Natural  Science  at  Har- 

vard. Richard  T.  Ely,  distinguished  as 

a  lecturer  and  author.  James  M.  Cas- 
sity,  the  head  of  the  Buffalo  State  Nor- 

mal School.  I  might  mention  Charles 
H.  Lee,  Edward  Stevens,  Franklin  D. 
Locke,  Stephen  M.  Newton,  Henrv  C. 

Lake,  Julien  T.  Williams,  James  A. 
Allen,  Franklin  Burritt,  Ezra  S.  Ely, 

Charles  L.  Webster,  Louis  McKinstry, 
Frank  M.  Thorn  and  William  H.  Abel 

among  her  alumni,  all  men  not  un- 
known to  fame.  Darwin  L.  Barker, 

the  founder  of  the  library  which  bears 
his  name  should  not  be  omitted. 

The  legislation  of  '1866  was  to  estab- 
lish a  series  of  normal  schools.  The 

claims  of  many  cities  and  villages  were 

to  be  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of 
State  Officers.  Fredonia  was  much  in- 

debted for  success  in  the  competition 
to  Governor  Fenton  and  Hon.  Victor 

M.  Rice,  State  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  both  natives  of  the  county. 

The  Noimal  School  was  opened  as  soon 
as  the  Academy  closed.  Its  corner 
stone  was  laid  August  7,  1867.  Tne 

Fredonia  Normal  School  has  been  won- 

derfully successful,  and  during  its  twen- 

ty-eight years  of  existence  its  graduates 
have  filled  leading  places  in  the  schools 

in  thirty-nine  states. 
As  so  much  of  our  pioneer  history 

centers  around  Zattu  Cushing,  I  will 

give  a  brief  history  of  his  life.  He  was 
born  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in 

1770.  Being  away  from  home  he  heard 
of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  and  ran 

seven  miles  to  carry  the  news  to  Ply- 
mouth. His  father  lost  his  estate  by  the 

depreciation  of  colonial  money,  and 
Zattu  was  bound  out  at  Boston  to  learn 

the  trade  of  a  ship  carpenter.  After 

serving  his  term  he  moved  first  to  Sara- 

toga County,  and  then  to  Oneida  Coun- 

FREDONIA.  COMMON  IN  1852. 
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ty.  He  cleared  a  large  farm,  and  in 

1799  was  employed  to  build  a  vessel  at 
Presque  Isle,  now  Erie.  On  his  return 
he  stopped  over  night  in  the  wilderness 
at  Fredonia  and  was  so  pleased  that  he 
resolved  to  make  the  place  his  home. 

In  February,  1805,  he  left  Oneida  Coun- 
ty for  this  purpose  with  his  wife  and 

children.  Two  sleds,  each  drawn  by  a 

yoke  of  oxen,  carried  his  family  and 
worldly  goods.  They  were  three  weeks 

performing  the  journey  which  now  is, 
by  the  flyer  on  the  railroad,  performed 

in  seven  hours.  They  started  from  Buf- 
falo on  the  ice  to  go  up  the  lake.  At 

night  a  terrible  tempest  came  unex- 
pectedly. They  feared  to  move,  as  there 

were  points  where  the  ice  was  broken. 

The  judge  blew  the  old-fashioned  din- 
ner horn  at  intervals,  thinking  it  might 

attract  some  settlers.  Two  men  heard 

it,  taking  it  for  a  signal  of  distress,  came 
with  lanterns  and  piloted  them  ashore 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Eighteen  Mile 

Creek.  Before  daylight  the  ice  had  re- 
ceded miles  from  the  shore.  When  he 

reached  Canadaway  he  found  the  lot 

he  designed  for  a  home  had  been  taken 

up  by  Thomas  McClintock,  but  fortu- 
nately he  found  a  partly-built  log  house, 

which  made  them  a  home  for  the  win- 

ter. He  drove  four  cows,  and  brought 
a  barrel  of  salt,  a  half  bushel  of  apple 

seeds,  and  two  men  to  assist  in  chop- 
ping. His  apple  seeds  were  the  germs 

of  the  oldest  orchards  in  Chautauqua. 

He  procured  potatoes  for  planting"  from 
the  Indians.  lie  with  nine  others  or- 

ganized the  Baptist  Church  in  Fredonia 
in  1807.  He  was  licensed  to  preach, 

and  in  all  the  log  school  houses  for 

miles  around  he  found  a  pulpit  and  at- 
tentive listeners. 

Lip  to  1807  all  the  county  was  the 
township  of  Chautauqua  with  the  town 
meetings  at  the  Cross  Roads,  now 

Westfield.  Judge  Gushing  rallied  all 
the  voters  of  his  part  of  the  county  to 
go  to  Westfield,  and   they  voted  the 

town  meeting  here.  This  caused  the 
creation  of  Pomfret.  At  its  first  town 

meeting  he  was  elected  Overseer  of  the 
Poor.  In  1808  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  Judges  of  Niagara  County,  of 
which  Erie  County  was  a  part,  and  tried 

and  sentenced  to  prison  the  first  convict 
from  Buffalo.  At  the  organization  of 

Chautauqua  County,  in  181 1,  he  was 

appointed  Judge.  Lawyers  from  Buf- 
falo would  come  and  stay  with  him  over 

Sunday,  and  on  Monday  they  would 

go  on  horseback  through  the  woods  to 
Mayville.  He  served  as  a  private  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  delivering  a 

Fourth  of  July  oration  when  news  came 

from  the  landing  of  some  British  sol- 
diers at  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway. 

For  a  wonder  the  orator  hastened  to 

the  scene  of  danger  more  rapidly  than 

his  audience.  James  Mullett  and  Dan- 

iel W.  Douglass,  in  their  haste,  under- 
took to  ride  one  horse,  which  fell  with 

them  and  left  them  helpless  at  the  road- 
side. Seldom  in  the  history  of  war  lias 

the  whole  cavalry  of  an  army  been  ren- 
dered useless  by  a  single  accident ! 

The  two  heroes  were  covered  with  mud, 

instead  of  glory.  At  that  time  two  men 
could  not  ride  one  horse,  but  since  then 
Chautauqua  has  produced  politicians 
who  could  ride  half-a-dozen  at  a  time. 

In  1  Si  7  a  law  was  passed  to  aid  agricul- 
tural societies,  which  were  to  be  organ- 

ized at  the  court  houses  in  the  respec- 
tive counties.  Two  or  three  days  before 

the  time  the  Judge  rode  from  house  to 
house  as  far  as  Cattaraugus  Creek,  and 

notified  every  man  to  rally  for  Mayville. 

The  Judge  headed  the  procession  of 
several  hundred.  There  were  not  as 

many  horses  as  men,  as  some  would 
ride  a  certain  distance  and  tie  the  horse 

to  give  the  footman  behind  a  chance. 

At  the  appointed  hour  they  emerged 
from  the  forest,  filled  the  court  house, 

organized  with  Judge  Cushing  as  Chair- 

man, and  voted  the  "hair"  to  Fredonia. 
Premiums    remitted    for    the  purpose 
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formed  the  nucleus  for  the  Fredonia 

Academy  Library.  In  1826,  just  after 
the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal,  Judge 
Gushing  built,  in  company  with  others, 
a  canal  boat  within  the  limits  of  Fre- 

donia, using  the  tools  he  used  to  build 

the  "Good  Intent"  at  Erie  thirty  years 
before.  The  boat,  named  "The  Fre- 

donia Enterprise,"  was  drawn  to  Dun- 

kirk by  one  hundred  "yoke"  of  oxen, 
loaded  with  wheat  by  Todd  &  Douglass, 

and  towed  to  Buffalo  by  the  steamer 

"Lake  Superior."  This  was  the  first 
wheat  ever  shipped  from  Chautauqua  to 
the  New  York  market. 

In  1 81 6  the  wife  of  Judge  Cushing 

died.  Up  to  that  time  many  of  the  resi- 
dents had  never  attended  a  funeral  in 

Chautauqua  County.  They  came  on 
foot  and  on  horse-back  and  with  ox- 

teams  from  the  remotest  towns  to  pay 
the  last  ribute  of  respect  to  the  dead. 

In  the  hard  season  of  1816,  blessed 

with  ample  means,  Judge  Cushing  would 
not  sell  his  grain,  but  loaned  it  to  be 
returned  when  harvests  should  come 

to  the  barrower.  When  his  family  re- 
monstrated with  him  for  indiscriminate 

benevolence,  he  told  them  it  was  better 

to  aid  ten  hypocrites  than  to  turn  away 

one  that  was  needy.  He  was  a  peace- 
maker. Men  gathered  around  his  death 

bed  for  a  council.  His  influence  was 

not  in  his  words  as  a  preacher,  but  in 
the  heroic  Christian  life  back  of  it.  He 

died  in  1839.  Six  hundred  acres  of 
land  converted  from  the  wilderness  to 

cultivated  fields  attested  his  energy.  He 
was  an  ardent  patriot,  but  to  him  the 

vision  of  the  great  struggle  to  be  waged 
for  the  life  of  the  Republic  and  in  which 
the  heroism  of  his  grandson  was  to 
make  the  name  of  Cushing  immortal  in 
history  did  not  come. 

To  refer  again  to  the  teachers  of  the 

period,  many  of  them  impressed  the 
school  more  by  the  ruler  and  birch  whip 
than  by  any  lessons  from  books. 

The  rude  discipline  of  the  schools 

was  much  better  than  disorder,  as  a 

preparation  for  the  battle  of  life.  In 
too  many  schools  now  young  America 

must  be  humored,  and  amused,  and  flat- 
tered, and  fed  on  sunbeams  and  rain- 

bows and  truth  in  homeopathic  doses. 
It  must  be  learned  without  study,  wise 

without  reflection,  obedient  without  dis- 
cipline, hardy  without  exercise,  and 

venerable  without  age.  Some  one  tells 

of  seeing  a  boy  seven  years  old  in  a 
hotel  smoking  a  cigar;  he  said  that  his 
father  had  used  disrrespectful  language 

to  him,  and  that  he  should  not  go  home 
until  he  had  a  proper  apology.  There 

was  no  schooling  in  those  days — no, 

not  even  a  street  school — that  gave  en- 
couragement to  the  young  to  applaud 

pertness,  insolence,  profanitv,  in  short 
the  adoption  by  childhood  of  the  worst 
vices  of  age  as  evidence  of  spirit  and 
smartness. 

The  pioneers  were  intensely  sectar- 
ian. This  came  from  earnestness  of 

conviction.  Every  part  of  the  Bible, 
as  each  understood  it,  was  vital.  There 

were  no  non-essentials.  Each  sect  saw 

the  way  to  the  house  of  "Many  Man- 
sions" as  clearly  as  it  did  the  way  to  the 

neighbor's  cabin  by  the  marked  trees. 
Each  wondered  how  others  with  the 

marks  so  plain  should  fail  to  see  them 

and  thus  be  cast  away  forever.  Sym- 
pathy was  almost  lost  in  indignation. 

The  preaching  was  mostly  doctrinal, 
but  terribly  in  earnest.  The  terrors  of 
the  law  were  dwelt  upon  more  than 
charity  or  love  to  God.  The  sermons 

which  are  now  delivered  by  the  greatest 
divines  and  which  tend  to  make  all  men 

akin  and  to  bring  them  into  unity, 
would  not  have  been  tolerated. 

The  women  of  the  period  not  only 
had  the  burden  of  the  housekeeping, 

but  the  wool  to  spin  and  weave,  and  to 
make  clothes  for  the  family.  The  sound 
of  the  wheel  was  the  monotonous  music 

of  every  home,  and  the  principal  outside 
concerts  were  by  the  various  birds  from 
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a  thousand  trees,  sometimes  intermin- 
gled with  the  growl  of  the  bear  and  the 

scream  of  the  panther.  The  wild  flow- 
ers in  many  hues  decked  the  forest  in 

spring  with  great  beauty. 
I  must  mention  Mrs.  Sophia  Williams 

who  was  one  of  the  first  members  of 

the  Fredonia  Baptist  Church.  She  will 
illustrate  the  character  of  the  women 

of  that  day.  During  the  year  1813  her 

husband  carried  the  mail  weekly  be- 
tween Erie  and  Buffalo.  Once  he  ar- 

rived with  it  from  Erie,  sick  and  unable 

to  sit  upon  his  horse.  She  gathered 
hemlock  boughs  and  gave  him  a  sweat, 

then  took  the  mail  and  set  out  on  horse- 
back with  it  for  Buffalo.  It  was  in  the 

breaking  up  in  the  spring,  when  all  the 
streams  were  swollen  by  the  freshet  far 
beyond  their  natural  limits.  She 
plunged  her  horse  into  the  angry 
flood,  swam  it  across  the  Cattaraugus, 

the  Eighteen-mile  and  the  Buffalo 
Creeks,  holding  the  mail  above  the 
water,  and  delivered  it  in  Buffalo  in 

time.  She  passed  through  the  territory 
of  two  tribes  of  Indians,  suspected  of 

hostility.  Wild  beasts  still  hovered 

around  the  path  she  traveled.  A  few 
years  later  her  daughter,  who  married 

a  Dr.  Whaley  and  had  emigrated  to 
Southern  Indiana,  wrote  home  that  she 
and  her  husband  and  her  children  were 

all  sick  ;  that  there  was  no  chance  for 

them  there  but  death.  This  brave  wo- 

man took  a  span  of  horses  and  a  lum- 
ber wagon  and  set  out  alone  to  rescue 

them.  Her  journey  was  hundreds  of 
miles  through  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
Sometimes  she  found  a  house  at  night, 
sometimes  she  slept  in  the  wilderness 

with  no  shelter  but  heaven's  arch,  with 
no  protector  but  the  God  who  always 
watches  over  His  saints.  She  crossed 
rivers  where  the  horses  had  to  swim 

and  draw  the  wagon  after  them,  but 

she  returned  in  safety  with  her  idols. 
When  the  names  of  the  heroines  of  his- 

tory are  collected  and  assigned  their 

places,  high  on  the  roll,  Justice,  with 
a  pencil  of  light,  will  write  the  name  of 

Sophia  Williams,  the  Chautauqua  hero- ine. 

At  an  early  period  there  were  eigh- 
teen distilleries  in  this  town.  The  use 

of  whiskey  was  almost  universal.  It 
found  its  way  to  every  home,  store, 

'workshop  and  harvest  field,  and  even 
to  the  grand  jury  room.  The  strongest 
illustrations  of  meanness  was  being 

"too  stingy  to  furnish  whiskey"  for 
laborers  in  haying  and  harvesting.  This 

was  looked  upon  as  the  unpardonable 
sin.  The  price  of  whiskey  was  twenty 

cents  a  gallon,  and  it  was  pure  com- 
pared with  the  modern  article  upon 

which  avarice  has  exhausted  science  in 

mingling  poisons  to  increase  profits  of 
manufacture.  In  the  Washingtonian 
movement  in  1840  men  awakened  to 

the  ravages  of  intemperance.  In  every 

community  some  where  snatched  as 
brands  from  the  burning.  Since  then 

it  has  been  a  subject  for  agitation  every- 
where, but  the  friends  of  temperance 

have  labored  in  vain  to  close  the  flood- 

gates through  which  it  has  carried  sor- 
row and  desolation  over  the  earth. 

What  a  monstrous  curse  is  this ! 

Abroad  it  is  stronger  than  thrones. 

This  evil  may  never  be  entirely  over- 
come any  more  than  incendiarism  or 

murder.  Yet  society  should  not  light 

the  torch  or  poison  the  dagger,  or  coin 
the  blood  of  the  innocent  into  gold,  or 

gild  an  open  gatewav  to  hell,  on  both 

sides  of  every  highway.  It  was  in  Pom- 

fret  that  the  woman's  crusade  against 
intemperance  was  inaugurated.  This 

is  true,  although  a  persistent  effort  has 
sought  to  claim  it  for  a  place  in  <  )hio, 
which  was  a  week  later. 

With  the  love  of  excitement  which 

characterizes  our  people  all  are  moving 

to  cities  who  can  possibly  eke  out  an 
existence  in  them. 

There  is,  however,  110  stronger  affec- 
tion in  the  human  heart  than  the  love 
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of  nature  and  rural  pursuits.  It  has 
been  the  passion  of  all  great  souls.  It 
is  the  first  love  of  childhood,  and  after 
man  has  tasted  all  the  vicissitudes  of 

life,  in  his  old  age  he  would  again  seek 
the  farm  and  be  buried  under  the 

shadow  of  the  great  trees.  But  there 
is  a  period  in  the  restlessness  of  youth 

when  the  world  is  tinged  with  romantic ' 
colors,  and  the  desire  to  go  abroad 
into  the  excitement  which  exists  where 

the  great  masses  of  men  are  congre- 
gated in  controlling.  I  wish  that  both 

sides  of  the  picture  could  be  seen  by 

every  -farmer's  son  who  stands  at  the 
turning  point  of  his  destiny  deciding 
whether  he  will  be  a  farmer  or  seek  for- 

tune in  other  pursuits.  Go  to  the  cities 
where  you  can  point  out  one  country 
boy  who  has  grown  wealth  and  fame, 

I  will  find  you  ten  besotted  beings,  go- 

ing through  the  last  stages  of  degrada- 
tion ere  they  find  a  resting  place  in  the 

potter's  field.  Life  admits  of  but  a  sin- 
gle experiment.  After  you  have  failed 

in  some  other  pursuit,  you  cannot  go 
back  to  industry,  to  a  quiet  country 
home,  and  to  content,  for  when  the 

demons  of  pride,  avarice  and  ambition 
take  full  possession  of  the  soul,  it  is 
for  ever. 

Levi  C.  Baldwin  informed  me  that 

prior  to  1840,  he  brought  twelve  bushels 
of  the  choicest  peaches  to  Fredonia, 
offered  them  at  a  shilling  a  bushel,  could 
find  no  purchaser,  drew  them  back  and 

shoveled  them  into  the  hog-pen.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  not  in  the  United  States 

a  place  where,  from  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  a  greater  variety  and 

amount  of  food  to  sustain  life  can  be 

produced,  than  here. 
Here  have  been  many  industries 

which  have  taxed  and  rewarded  human 

toil.  The  three  Risley  brothers,  about 

1830,  established  the  "Risley  Seed  Gar- 
dens" in  Fredonia.  For  a  long  time 

they  were  the  most  extensive  in  the 
United  States,  sending  their  products 

to  every  state  and  territory.  In  1849 

they  sold  onion  seeds  in  California  for 
the  same  weight  in  gold.  Many  boys 

who  began  working  at  six  dollars  a 
month  in  the  gardens  became  wealthy 
and  influential  men.  I  may  mention 

Joel  R.  Parker,  LI.  E.  Dodge,  George 
D.  Hinchley  and  David  S.  Wright,  as 

conspicuous  graduates  from  these  gar- 
dens. The  Canadaway  Creek,  running 

through  the  town,  has  had  twenty-seven 
manufactories  upon  its  banks,  and  has 

contributed  largely  to  meet  the  wants 

of  the  community.  The  hum  of  indus- 
try everywhere  mingled  with  the  sounds 

of  its  waters.  Now  the  little  manufac- 
turing clone  is  mostly  by  steam.  The 

great  concentration  of  manufacturing 
capital  and  machinery  in  the  cities  has 
left  the  shores  of  the  creeks  and  rivers 

desolate.  The  intelligent  mechanics 
who  used  to  give  character  to  rural 

communities  have  been  deprived  of  em- 
ployment by  the  men  who  congregate 

in  cities  and  spend  their  lives  in  doing 
only  some  trifling  job. 

Within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  pro- 
duction of  grape  roots  has  grown  into 

an  immense  business,  finding  a  market 

in  every  state  and  territory,  and  almost 

every  nationality  upon  the  globe. 

About  twenty  millions  are  annually  dis- 
tributed. T.  S.  Hubbard  &  Company, 

(E.  H.  Pratt,  secretary  and  general 

manager),  George  S.  Josselyn,  Lewis 
Roesch  and  Wheelock  &  Clarke  are  the 

principal  producers. 
Another  extensive  business  has  been 

built  up  by  Dr.  M.  M.  Fenner  in  manu- 

facturing "The  People's  Medicines." 
Laona,  in  the  southern  part  of  the 

town,  had  the  first  woolen  factory  in 

the  county  in  181 2,  which  did  a  large 
and  profitable  business  for  many  years. 
Major  Nelson  Gorham,  a  grand  man, 
carried  it  on,  coming  to  it  in  1837,  as  a 

refugee  after  the  Patriot  War  (so  called) 
failed  in  Canada.  White,  Bumpus  and 
Ellis  carried  on  a  large  tannery  for 
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more  than  forty  years.  They  were  able 

men  and  laid  the  foundation  so  strong- 
ly that  the  business  still  lives,  though 

Lyvenus  Ellis  is  the  only  survivor  of 
its  founders. 

In  1834  there  were  in  Laoua  and  vi- 
cinity about  thirty  Mormons.  Dr. 

Thomas  D.  Mann  was  practicing  there 

as  a  physician.  A  Mormon  elder  was 
sick  unto  death,  and  the  doctor  took  his 
three  students  with  him  in  one  of  his 

visits.  The  elder  said  that  he  should 

die,  but  should  arise  from  the  grave 

the  third  day.  One  of  the  students 

whispered  to  the  other,  "We  will  see 

that  he  does."  Unfortunately  some  of 
the  Mormons  overheard  this,  and  on 

the  third  night  they  assembled  in  force 
to  watch  and  when  the  boys  had  the 

body  partly  removed  from  the  grave, 
they  rushed  upon  them  and  succeeded 

in  capturing  one  of  the  number.  This 
year  the  Mormons  removed,  almost  in 
a  body  to  Ohio,  but  they  left  one  of 
their  number  as  a  witness  to  convict  the 

young  student.  The  one  left  loved 
liquor,  and  this  fact  served  to  enable 

the  opposing  interests  to  put  him  into 
a  profound  slumber  before  the  case  was 

called  for  trial.  No  one  appearing,  the 
case  was  dismissed.  It  is  to  be  doubted 

whether  the  prisoner  could  have  been 
convicted  for  his  efforts  to  verify  the 

predictions  of  a  dying  saint.  The  ac- 
cused was  Dr.  George  S.  Harrison,  who 

for  more  than  fifty  vears  was  one  of  the 

most  influential  citizens  and  ablest  phy- 
sicians in  Chautauqua  County.  It  is 

believed  that  the  same  trio  of  medical 

students  prepared  themselves  for  their 
duties  by  a  close  observation  of  the 

bones  and  muscles  of  Joseph  Damon, 
the  murderer. 

Many  men  have  contributed  to  the 
development  of  this  town  in  various 
ways,  some  in  connection  with  the  early 
settlement  and  the  Academy,  already 
mentioned. 
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Henry  C.  Frisbee  began  publishing 
the  Censor  in  1821.  In  1842  Willard 

McKinstry  bought  the  paper,  and  after- 
wards associated  his  brother  with  him, 

and  then  his  son  Louis,  who  is  now  in 

its  active  management.  It  is  the  oldest 

paper  in  Western  New  York,  and  has 
always  been  a  pure  and  able  paper.  In 

1871,  in  its  fiftieth  year,  Mr.  McKin- 
stry gave  a  banquet  to  Mr.  Frisbee, 

which  proved  to  be  a  most  notable 
gathering.  Hon.  Hanson  A.  Rislev 
presided.  Mr.  McKinstry  is  now  the 
oldest  editor  in  the  state.  As  his  old 

associates  pass  away,  his  still  vigorous 

pen  commemorates  their  lives  and  per- 
petuates their  memories.  The  Adver- 

tiser and  Union  was  established  in 

1846.  L.  L.  Pratt,  an  able  writer,  who 
is  now  connected  with  the  Watertown 

Times,  was  its  first  editor.  He  was 

succeeded  by  C.  E.  Benton,  who  con- 
ducted it  ably  and  successfully  until  his 

death.  A.  H.  Hilton  succeeded  him;  it 

is  now  under  the  management  of  D.  F. 

Toomey,  and  includes  a  daily  paper  con- 
nected with  it,  published  at  Dunkirk. 

Of  the  pioneer  physicians,  Dr.  White 
was  the  first.  He  came  to  Fredonia  in 

1808,  thoroughly  educated,  but  the  pop- 
ulation was  so  sparse  that  he  had  to 

teach  school  the  first  winter.  He  had 

an  extensive  practice,  for  fifty  years, 

but  never  kept  a  set  of  books,  practical- 
ly giving  his  services  to  humanity.  His 

skill  was  considered  marvelous.  He 
was  a  friend  of  education.  He  aided 

every  cause  that  promised  to  make  men 
better.  He  was  the  first  Surrogate  of 

the  county,  and  several  times  a  member 

of  the  Legislature.  His  nearest  neigh- 
bor was  Dr.  Benjamin  Walworth,  also 

a  learned  and  skilled  surgeon.  He 
came  to  Fredonia  in  1824.  He  was 
a  brother  of  Chancellor  Walworth.  He 

drew  the  charter  of  the  Village  of  Fre- 
donia in  1829.  In  1828  he  was  appoint- 

ed one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Countv 

Court,  and  held  the  position  for  thir- 

teen years.  He  was  fourteen  years 

President  of  the  corporation  of  Fre- 
donia. He  was  thirty-one  years  a 

Trustee,  and  most  of  the  time  Presi- 
dent of  Fredonia  Academy.  He  had 

strong  prejudices  sometimes  to  the  liv- 
ing, but  no  one  ever  heard  him  speak 

unkindly  of  the  dead.  He  died  at  the 

age  of  eighty-seven.  It  is  said  that 
when  he  and  Dr.  White  had  a  rail  fence 

between  them  at  an  early  period,  the 

top  rails  were  broken  and  carried  off, 
and  Dr.  Walworth  suggested  that  the 
fence  be  divided  and  each  repair  his 

part.  They  met  for  that  purpose,  and 
Dr.  Walworth  told  Dr.  White  to  look 

the  fence  over  and  take  which  part  he 

preferred.  After  looking,  Dr.  White 
said  he  would  take  the  lower  part,  the 
three  bottom  rails.  Dr.  Walworth  did 
the  repairing. 

Another  of  the  early  physicians  was 

Dr.  Orris  Crosby,  who  came  to  Fre- 
donia in  1 81 7.  He  was  born  in  Con- 

necticut and  studied  medicine  with  an 

uncle  in  Canada.  He  was,  during  the 

war,  put  in  prison  for  upholding  his 
country.  He  was  put  on  board  the 
British  fleet,  and  because  he  would  not 

fight  his  countrymen  was  shot  by  a 
British  Lieutenant  and  left  for  dead. 

He  carried  during  the  rest  of  his  life 
the  marks  of  the  wound  in  his  breast, 
and  of  the  British  handcuffs  on  his 

wrists.  He  was  an  able  physician.  In 

1 85 1  Charles  E.  Washburn  came  here. 
He  was  an  accomplished  scholar  and 

physician ;  was  surgeon  of  the  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment,  and  died 
from  fever  about  the  time  the  war 
closed.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who 

at  all  times  did  his  duty  as  it  was  re- 
vealed to  him.  About  the  time  the  war 

closed  Dr.  Matthew  S.  Moon,  who  had 

held  high  rank  as  surgeon  in  the  Con- 
federate Army,  removed  here  from 

South  Carolina.  He  soon  won  the 

.  hearts  of  and  confidence  of  the  people. 

He  was  as  able  a  physician  as  there  was 
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iii  Western  New  York.  Dr.  Thomas 

D.  Mann  began  practice  in  Laona  in 

1828,  and  died  in  1837,  aged  thirty-two. 
No  other  physician  in  so  short  a  time 

achieved  a  greater  success.  Of  the  liv- 
ing physicians,  I  will  not  now  attempt 

to  write. 

I  will  write  briefly  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion :  Judge  Houghton  was  the  first  law- 

yer, and  left  an  honorable  record. 
James  Mullett  came  to  Fredonia  in 

1810.  With  only  a  common  school  ed- 
ucation, he  began  the  study  of  law  at 

the  age  of  thirty.  He  was  emphatical- 
ly a  great  man,  of  strong,  earnest  con- 

victions. One  might  as  well  have  at- 

tempted to  stav  the  thunder-bolt  as  to 
repress  his  emphatic  utterance  of  what 
he  deemed  to  be  just  and  true.  He 
was  a  man  for  great  occasions,  and 

when  place-seekers  and  demagogues 
would  be  overwhelmed  and  lost,  com- 

munities and  states  would  turn  to  him 

for  a  leader  and  a  guide.  His  effort 

in  defense  of  Joseph  Damon  for  mur- 
der, was  never  surpassed  for  eloquence 

and  power.  Many  of  his  judicial  opin- 
ions will  stand  for  ages  as  monuments 

of  his  learning,  logic,  high  sense  of  jus- 
tice, and  strength  of  felicitv  of  expres- 

sion. Hon.  B.  F.  Greene,  Chauncy 

Tucker,  Philip  S.  Cottle,  Frank  dish- 
ing; Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  C.  H.  Mat- 

teson,  William  A.  Harden,  Walter  W. 

Holt,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away, 
have  honored  the  profession.  Among 
the  eldest  of  the  living  members  are  the 

venerable  E.  F.  Warren,  George  Bar- 
ker, Lorenzo  Morris,  F.  S.  Edwards, 

John  S.  Lambert.  All  of  them  belong 
not  to  the  town,  but  to  the  county  and 
will  be  oresented  in  its  general  history. 
It  is  a  compliment  to  the  town  that  in 

eighty  years  since  the  organization  of 
the  county  it  has  furnished  the  County 

Judge  for  more  than  one-third  of  the 
time,  and  has  furnished,  since  1847, 
four  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
James  Mullett,  Benjamin   F.  Greene, 

George  Barker  and  John  S.  Lambert. 
All  but  Judge  Lambert  has  retired  from 

judicial  service,  and  he,  like  his  pre- 
decessors, is  making  an  honorable  rec- ord. 

Citizens  of  Pomfret  were  honored  by 

a  visit  from  Lafayette  in  1825.  In  his 

long  journey  he  was  greeted  by  no 
more  eloquent  voice  than  that  of  Rev. 

David  Brown,  first  pastor  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Fredonia.  Detained 

by  accident,  he  did  not  reach  Fredonia 

until  after  midnight.  Many  Revolu- 

tionary soldiers  were  present,  and  un- 
der the  leadership  of  General  Risley, 

General  Baker,  Colonel  Abell,  Captain 

Whitecomb  and  Captain  Brown,  made 

the  most  pomp  of  war  by  the  exhibition 
of  the  wilderness  militia.  In  the  re- 

sponse of  Lafayette  to  Mr.  Brown,  he 

said :  "The  manner  of  my  reception 
here,  my  dear  sir,  in  a  place  so  shortly 
since  a  wilderness,  as  you  have  said, 

surprises  me  as  much  as  it  pleases  me. 
That  the  ladies,  too,  should  remain  up 

all  night  to  receive  me,  it  is  too  much." 
This  ovation  to  Lafayette  in  city  and 

country  was  a  wonderful  expression 
of  gratitude.  It  was  for  sacrifices  made 
more  than  fifty  years  before  for  liberty 
and  humanity.    It  crowned  a  great  life. 

In  1836  the  citizens  of  Pomfret  were 
not  exempt  from  the  speculative  spirit 
of  the  times.  They  were  the  pioneers 
of  a  movement  to  build  a  great  city  at 
Van  Buren  to  be  the  terminus  of  the 

Erie  Railroad.  Shares  of  stock  repre- 
senting one  hundred  dollars  sold  for 

thirty-five  hundred  dollars.  A  railroad 
was  surveyed  from  Fredonia  to  Van 
Buren.  A  corporation  was  formed 

which  bought  Wheeler's  gulf,  three 
miles  south  of  Fredonia,  for  stone  quar- 

ries, and  stock  in  the  property  was  sold 

largely  on  Wall  Street.  The  quarries 
were  to  furnish  the  stone  to  be  used  in 

building  up  the  city  of  VanBuren. 
There  was  at  that  time  in  the  gulf  a 

species  of  stupid  black-snake,  some  of 
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which  attained  a  length  of  twelve  feet. 

We  suppose  they  were  to  be  trained, 

and  to  draw  the  stone  from  the  quarry 
to  the  Fredonia  and  VanBuren  Rail- 
road. 

In  1851  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail- 
road was  completed  to  Dunkirk.  The 

President  and  his  cabinet  and  Daniel 

Webster  were  present.  This  was  the 

greatest  day  Chautauqua  County  had 
known.  I  cannot  write  of  the  railroad 

companies  which  have  since  built  about 
three  hundred  miles  of  railroad  in 

Chautauqua  County.  The  voice  of  the 
engine  is  daily  heard  in  more  than  half 
of  the  homes. 

This  town  contributed  its  full  quota 
of  heroes  to  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

I  can  name  only  a  few  of  the  men  who 

have  departed,  but  who  have  lived  use- 
ful and  honorable  lives  and  have  left 

their  impress  for  good  upon  this  com- 
munity: Ebenezer  A.  Lester,  John 

Crane,  Philo  PL  Stevens,  Alva  H. 

Walker,  Daniel  W.  Douglass,  Elisha 

Norton,  Orson  Stiles,  Stephen  M.  Cle- 
ment, Joel  R.  Parker,  Elijah  Risley, 

William  Risley,  Levi  Risley,  Horace 
White,  Roselle  Greene,  Lewis  B.  Grant, 

David  Barrell,  Aaron  L.  Putnam 

George  C.  Rood,  William  C.  Graham, 
James  Gillis,  Plenry  C.  Frisbee,  George 
W.  Lewis,  Frederick  A.  Reddington, 

Daniel  J.  Pratt,  J.  Condit  Smith,  Rob- 
ert McPherson,  Charles  J.  Orton,  Alva 

Colburn,  Charles  Burritt,  Almond  I!. 
Madison,  Arnold  Kingsbury,  John  B. 

McLenathan.  I  may  speak  of  Austin 

Smith,  who  lived  to  be  more  than  nine- 

ty, the  first  Principal  of  Fredonia  Acad- 
emy in  1826.  His  life  covers  substan- 

tiallv  tlie  changes  from  the  wilderness 
to  Western  New  York  of  today. 

Chauncev  Abbey  and  many  others  have 
seen  some  changes.  They  represent 
the  buried  generations.  Of  the  living 

today,  my  associates  and  friends  who 
are  dear  to  me,  I  have  not  spoken, 

knowing  that  when  they  are  gone  some 
other  pen  will  tell  of  their  lives  and 
virtues. 

The  "Old  Settlers'  Festival"  at  Fre- 

donia, June  11,  1873,  was  a  large  gath- 
ering from  Chautauqua  County  and 

abroad,  not  only  of  the  pioneers,  but  of 
the  later  generations.  There  were  in 
attendance  five  persons  over  ninty  years 

of  age,  fortv  between  eightv  and  nine- 
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ty,  one  hundred  fifty  between  seventy 
and  eighty.  We  may  assume  now  that 

they  are  all  gone,  but  their  faces,  pre- 
served by  art,  look  down  upon  us  from 

the  walls  of  our  homes,  their  voices 

linger  in  our  ears,  the  works  of  their 
hands  are  in  the  fruitfulness,  bloom  and 

beauty  of  our  hills  and  valleys. 

How  helpless  was  the  pioneer  in  the 
wilderness,  but  his  children  now  are 

citizens  of  the  world,  sharers  in  all  lux- 
ury and  glory.  Every  continent  and 

every  sea  ministers  to  them.  But  it 
is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate  the  fact 
that  not  one  hundredth  part  of  the 

farms  are  now  occupied  by  the  descend- 
ants of  men  who  first  owned  them.  The 

teachers  of  the  youth  of  the  land  should, 
I  believe,  uphold  as  examples  the  pure, 

self-sacrificing,  toiling  men  and  women 
who  are  cheerfully  bearing  the  burden 

of  humanity,  and  whose  examples  the 
young  can  emulate  and  equal. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    IN  TOWNSHIP 

FIVE,  RANGE  TWELVE. 

-  1805.  March,  Eliphalet  Burnham,  G.  Zat- 
tu  Gushing,  1G.  Samuel  Davis,  16.  Samuel 
Perry,  8.    April,  Augustus  Burnham,  7. 
180G.  June,  Philo  Orton,  48.  August, 

Philo  Orton,  40.  September,  Elijah  Risley, 
32,  33. 

1804.  June,  Benjamin  .and  Isaac  Barnes, 
40. 
1808.  April,  Samuel  Berry,  24.  October, 

Thomas  Bull,  17. 
1809.  January,  Thomas  Bull,  18.  April, 

Thomas  Warren,  55.  June,  Philo  Orton,  39. 
August,  Augustus  Burnham,  1.  September, 
James  Morgan,  31.  Jeremiah  Rood,  31. 
Joseph  Goates,  3.  November,  Cushing  and 
Holmes,  G3. 

1810.  January,  Daniel  Barnes  and  Oliver 
Woodcock,  47.  Philo  Orton,  Simeon  Fox, 
47.    September,  Philo  Orton,  56. 

1811.  March,  Stephen  Porter,  41.  Ammi 
Williams,  49.  Israel  Lewis,  13.  April,  Wil- 

liam Hinds,  62.  August,  Joseph  Webster,  61. 
November,  Zattu  Cushing,  25. 

1812.  December,  Stephen  Barrett,  3. 
1813.  February,  Amos   Sage,   54.  May, 

Philo  Orton,  64.  December,  Erastus  H. 
Clarke,  64. 

1814.  June,  Richard  Kelly,  42.  Novem- 
ber, James  Hale,  42. 

1815.  January,  Elisha  Webster,  41.  Sep- 
tember, Benjamin  Barrett,  16. 

1816.  June,  Abiram  Orton,  5.  July,  Zattu 
Cushing,  62.    October,  Benjamin  Perry,  5. 

1817.  February,  Thomas  Bull,  15,  6. 
March,  Thomas  Clark,  13.  April,  Eli  Web- 

ster, 34.  May,  James  Norton,  61,  64.  Jonar 
than  Sprague,  49.  Ira  Seeley,  34.  Josiah 

Munger,  34.  June,  Standish  Rood,  38.  Au- 
gust, Luther  Harmon,  53.  October,  Jonas 

Litch,  53.  Matthew  W.  Cossity,  54.  Novem- 
ber, Rensselaer  Crosby,  52.  Jonathan 

Sprague,  57. 
1818.  January,  Benjamin  White,  60.  July, 

Seth  Risley,  28.  August,  Allen  Bills,  28. 
September,  Robert  Gardner,  52.  October, 
Leverett  Todd,  45.  Reuben  Bartholomew, 
45. 

1819.  April,  Asa  Rood,  37.  July,  Parley 
Munger,  42.  September,  John  Hilton,  38. 
November,  Edmund  W.  Barlow,  37. 

1821.  October,  Benjamin  Perry,  13.  Rob- 
ert Mellen,  44. 

1822.  February,  Thomas  A.  Osborne,  29. 
July,  Ezekiel  Johnson,  21.  October,  Isaac 
Bussing,  35. 

1825.  December,  Joel  H.  Johnson,  5. 
1826.  October,  Marcus  Miller,  35. 

1827.  February,  Lemuel  and  Rowland 
Porter,  51.  March,  Calvin  Hutchinson,  57. 

May,  Jacob  Turk,  43.  July,  Samuel  Bar- 
low, 34. 

1848.    March,  Watts  Wilson,  37. 

1829.     January,  Porter  S.  Benjamin,  46. 
June,  Orris  Crosby,  43,  44. 

1831.    January,  Leverett  Todd,  45. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    IN  TOWNSHIP 

SIX,  NOW  IN  POMFRET. 

1803,  December,  Thomas  McClintock,  8, 
14,  20. 

1804.  August,  Low  Miniger,  26.  October 
Zattu  Cushing,  28,  29,  33. 

1810.    May,  Benjamin  Barnes,  Jr.,  15. 
1814.  March,  James  Mark,  25. 
1815.  May,  Justus  Adams,  38. 
1816.  December,  Sylvanus  Marsh,  38. 
1821.     December,    William     Gates,  35. 

George  D.  Gates,  35. 
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1822.  June,  Pearson  Crosby,  26.  August, 
Thomas  A.  Osborne,  35.  October  David 
Elliott,  30.  Nathan  Hempstead,  37.  Alva 
Elliott,  34.    Anson  and  Calvin  Hutchinson, 
34. 

1823.  September,  Nathaniel  Crosby,  31. 
1824.  October,  Pearson  Crosby,  20. 
1825.  August,  Isaac  A.  Lovejoy  and  oth- 

ers, 30.  Zattu  Cushing  and  others,  30. 
Stephen  Wilson  and  others,  30. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1808-18,  Philo  Orton;  1819-22,  Leverett 
Barker;  1823-5,  Abiram  Orton;  1.826-8,  Ben- 

jamin Douglass;  1829,  Leverett  Barker; 
1830-3,  George  A.  French;  1834,  Orrin  Mc- 
Clure;  1835,  Elijah  Risley,  Jr.;  1836,  Elisha 
Norton;  1837,  Pearson  Crosby;  1838-9, 
Squire  White;  1840-44,  Elisha  Norton;  1845- 
46,  Leverett  Barker;  1847,  Daniel  W.  Doug- 

lass; 1848-9,  Rosell  Greene;  1850,  William 
Risley;  1851-3,  Alva  H.  Walker;  1854,  Hiram 
P.  Smith;  1855,  Abner  W.  Camp;  1856, 

Elisha  Norton;  1857-8,  Edmund  Day;  1859- 
60,  Elisha  Norton;  1861-2,  Orson  Stiles; 
1863-4,  Henry  B.  Benjamin;  1865,  Orson 
Stiles;  1866,  Horace  White;  1867-8,  George 
D.  Hinckley;  1869,  John  P.  Hall;  1870-2, 
Franklin  Burritt;  1873,  Harmanus  C.  Clark; 
1874,  Franklin  Burritt;  1875,  James  D. 
Wells;  1876-7,  John  S.  Russell;  1878-9,  M. 
M.  Fenner;  1880,  George  S.  Joslyn;  1881-2, 
John  S.  Lambert;  1883-5,  B.  F.  Skinner; 
1880,  Arthur  R.  Moore;  1887-8,  Otis  M.  Hall; 
1889-90,  Warren  B.  Hooker;  1901,  D.  G. 
Pickett;  1892,  James  R.  Adams;  1893-4-5-0- 
7-8-9,  Willis  D.  Leet;  1900-1-2-3-4-5,  Gaius  M. 
Tremaine,  Jr. 

NATURAL  GAS  IN  FREDONIA. 

Fredonia  has  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  first  place  in  the  United  States 
whose  buildings  were  illuminated  with  nat- 

ural gas.  The  utilization  of  natural  gas 
was  begun  in  1821,  when  the  fluid  was  in- 

troduced into  a  few  of  the  public  places, 
among  them  the  hotel  which  then  occupied 
the  site  of  what  was  afterwards  the  Taylor 
House,  and  which  was  thus  illuminated 
when  Lafayette  passed  through  the  village. 
The  gas  works  established  in  Fredonia  were 
the  first  in  this  country.    The  gas  on  Can- 

adaway  Creek  was  first  discovered  by  the 
burning  of  driftwood  lying  over  the  water. 

"Stones  were  laid  in  the  creek  to  the  top 
of  the  water,  on  which  dry  sticks  were  laid, 
and  when  burning,  the  gas  would  flash  as 

the  bubbles  rose."  This  the  wondering  ob- 
servers called  "burning  the  creek."  It  was 

not  long  before  experiments  were  adopted 
to  test  the  uses  to  which  this  natural  pro- 

duct could  be  put.  The  account  in  Child's 
Gazetteer  and  Directory  says  that  the  first 
spring  discovered,  and  from  which  gas  was 
first  used,  was  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
creek,  at  the  Main  Street  bridge.    The  gas 

Showing  spot  where  first  gas  was  found  in  the  United  States. 

escaped  in  various  places  near  by,  but  when 

a  well  was  sunk,  "it  was  drawn  to  it."  The 
gas  from  this  well,  enough  for  thirty  burn- 

ers, was  used  alone  until  1858,  when  Pres- 
ton Barmore  sunk  another  well  on  the 

creek,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  village, 
the  shaft  being  thirty  feet  deep,  six  feet  in 
diameter  at  the  top  and  fourteen  feet  at  the 
bottom,  with  two  vertical  borings,  one  of 
one  hundred  and  the  other  of  one  hundred 
fifty  feet  depth.  In  the  year  mentioned 
Elias  Forbes  became  interested  in  the  well 
and  formed  a  company.  Three  miles  of 
mains  were  laid  through  which  gas  was 
conducted  to  the  village,  where  it  was  used 
in  stores.  In  1859  the  company  put  in  a 
gas  holder  of  twelve  thousand  cubic  feet 
capacity,  and  supplied  private  houses.  In 
1871  Alvah  Colburn  drilled  a  well,  bought 
the  Barmore  interest  in  the  Gas  Company 
and  connected  his  well,  since  which  time 
the  supply  of  natural  gas  available  has  par- 

tially met  the  demand. 
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HENRY  LEWORTHY. 

For  fifteen  years  past  a  leading  merchant 
of  Fredonia  and  a  resident  of  the  village 
since  1875,  Henry  Leworthy  is  well  worthy 
of  a  place  among  the  honored  citizens  of 
Chautauqua  County.  He  was  born  in  the 
Town  of  Villenova  in  this  county  on  the 
2nd  day  of  August,  185C,  and  afterwards 
went  with  his  father  to  Niagara  County, from 
thence  to  Michigan.  In  18G9  Henry  came 
from  Michigan  to  his  native  town  and  was 
employed  by  his  uncle,  Edwin  Leworthy,  in 
a  country  store  at  Hamlet.  This  gave  him 
a  taste  for  mercantile  life.  In  1875  he 
entered  the  Normal  School  at  Fredonia 
where  he  remained  until  February,  1878. 
That  same  year  he  entered  the  grocery 
store  of  Jesse  K.  Starr  where  he  remained 

until  the  fall  of  1890,  when  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Bert  Belden  under  the 

name  of  Belden  &  Leworthy,  dealers  in 
groceries  and  crockery.  He  was  married 
September  2,  1885,  to  Arabella  Wheeler, 
second  daughter  of  Dan  Wheeler  and  Mary 
A.  Kirkland,  whose  parents  were  early  set- 

tlers in  the  Town  of  Hanover.  Two  sons, 
Ralph,  born  November  5,  1890,  and  Henry 
Kirkland,  August  15,  189G,  constitute  the 
family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leworthy  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Leworthy's  father,  William  Beer  Le- 
worthy, came  from  the  County  of  North 

Devon,  England,  and  was  married  to  Mary 
Jamison  of  Waterford,  Ireland,  in  the  Vil- 

lage of  Johnson  Creek,  Niagara  County,  in 
1855.  He  lived  in  the  Towns  of  Villenova 
and  Charlotte  from  1855  to  1860,  when  he 
returned  to  Niagara  County,  and  from  there 
went  to  Southern  Michigan  in  18G7  where 
he  died  in  1878.  His  mother  is  still  living 
there. 

A  few  years  ago  Mr.  Leworthy  vis- 
ited England  and  sought  for  records  of  his 

ancestors  in  the  region  where  they  lived. 
He  learned  the  following  interesting  facts: 
The  Leworthys  are  an  old  Devonshire  fam- 

ily. Their  home  for  the  past  four  hundred 
years  was  in  the  little  Village  of  Charles, 
about  nine  miles  from  the  City  of  Barn- 

stable. In  the  village  church  the  register 
dates  back  to  1531.  The  sixth  entry  of  mar- 

riages is  that  of  John  Leworthie  and  Eng- 
lishe  Bright  on  June  28,  1547.  Three  years 
earlier  we  find  Alice  Leworthie  was  married 

to  Harry  Gould  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  In  the  bell  tower 
of  the  old  church  are  five  bells.  Cast  on  the 

largest  is  the  following:     "Given   to  the 

parish  by  George  Leworthy,  Gentleman,  in 

1733,  during  the  pastorate  of  John  Rosier." 
Today  there  is  none  of  the  family  bearing 
the  name  of  Leworthy  left  in  the  parish. 

Mr.  Leworthy's  great-grandfather,  John 
Leworthy,  fought  under  Wellington  at  Wat- 
erloo. 

Mr.  Leworthy  is  much  interested  in  every- 
thing connected  with  the  early  history  of 

our  county  and  shows  a  fondness  for  arti- 
cles of  historic  or  personal  interest.  He 

has  a  very  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
antique  pottery,  furniture,  pictures,  etc. 
Collecting  and  arranging  these  is  his  favor- 

ite recreation. 

AARON   O.  PUTNAM. 

Aaron  Osgood  Putnam,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch,  was  one  of  Fredonia's  most  promi- 
nent citizens  and  came  of  good  old  New 

England  stock.  His  father,  the  late  Aaron 
L.  Putnam,  moved  to  Fredonia  from  Mon- 
taque,  Massachusetts,  in  1835,  with  his  wife, 
nee  Dolly  Osgood,  and  his  daughter  Jane. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  a  farmer  and  it  was 
from  him  that  the  son  inherited  his  shrewd 
business  ability.  Born  in  the  spring  of  1836 
Mr.  Putnam  passed  the  whole  of  his  life 
in  this  town,  enjoying,  when  young,  the 
educational  advantages  of  the  Fredonia 
Academy. 

In  1860,  associated  with  his  two  cousins, 
he  began  his  business  career.  This  firm 
dissolved  six  years  later  and  the  following 
year  forming  a  partnership  with  a  younger 
brother,  a  brick  building  was  erected  for 
the  accommodation  of  a  dry  goods  store. 
No  mercantile  firm  in  Western  New  York 
had  more  of  public  confidence  or  greater 
success  for  Mr.  Putnam  was  a  model  mer- 

chant and  business  man.  In  1881  he  be- 
came a  director  and  Vice  President  of  the 

Fredonia  National  Bank,  continuing  as  such 
until  1896,  when  he  became  President  of  the 
bank. 

In  the  summer  of  1865  Mr.  Putnam  was 
married  to  Mary  Thomas  McDaniels  of  Rut- 

land, Vermont,  who  with  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter. Charlotte  Putnam  Landers,  is  still  liv- 

ing in  the  home  on  Main  Street  which  Mr. 
Putnam  built  just  before  his  death.  Though 
not  a  member  Mr.  Putnam  was  for  more 
than  twenty  years  a  generous  supporter  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Political 
life  held  no  attractions  for  him  and  he  re- 

fused all  public  offices:  but  no  request  for 
aid  for  any  town  or  village  improvement 
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ever  met  with  a  refusal.  Loyal  to  his  friends 
and  neighbors  and  true  to  every  trust  Mr. 

Putnam's  death  in  February  of  189G  was 
felt  to  be  a  public  as  well  as  a  private  loss. 

DR.  D.  G.  PICKETT. 

Darius  G.  Pickett,  M.  D.,  is  the  son  of 
Gilead  and  Mary  S.  (Houston)  Pickett,  and 
was  born  in  Stockton  December  9,  1841. 
The  father  was  born  in  Addison,  Vermont, 
in  1814,  and  came  to  Stockton  when  a  sturdy 
lad  of  sixteen,  located  on  a  farm  one  mile 
southwest  of  Stockton  and  paid  for  it  by 
making  black  salts  and  selling  them  in 
Mayville.  He  lived  on  this  farm  until  1880, 
when  he  sold  it  and  retired  to  Stockton 
where  he  died  May  15,  1899.  In  1840  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Houston,  who  was 
born  in  Middlebury,  Vermont,  in  1815,  and 
came  to  Stockton  in  1832.  Her  father  was  a 
cousin  of  General  Sam  Houston  of  Texas. 
She  died  in  Stockton  October  7,  1891,  and 
her  son,  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Su- 

pervisors which  was  sitting  in  Mayville,  the 
Board  adjourned  for  her  funeral  and  pre- 

sented their  colleague  with  a  handsomely 
framed  set  of  resolutions. 

Darius  G.  Pickett  lived  at  home  until  18G7, 
when  he  rented  a  farm  for  one  year  and 
ran  it  at  a  good  profit.  A  year  later  he  in- 

vented and  patented  a  timothy  seed  sower, 
the  county  rights  to  which  netted  him  five 
thousand  dollars  in  six  months.  In  1870  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  G. 
Thompson  at  Stockton,  continuing  study  and 
practice  under  Dr.  George  S.  Harrison  of 
Sinclairville,  and  graduating  from  Buffalo 
University  February  17,  1874.  Before  leav- 

ing the  stage  on  his  return  to  Stockton  his 
services  were  required  for  two  men  des- 

perately ill,  Willard  Dye  and  Richard  Bloom- 
field,  both  of  whom  he  saved  to  attain  a 

good  old  age.  He  practiced  in  Stockton  un- 
til 1885,  when  he  moved  to  Fredonia,  where 

he  still  has  his  office  and  residence  at  42 
West  Main  Street,  and  by  conscientious 
dealings  with  the  common  people  holds  a 
fine  practice. 

Dr.  Pickett  has  always  adhered  to  tne 
Democratic  faith  of  what  he  terms  the 

Washington  -  Jefferson  -  Lincoln-Bryan  stripe, 
and  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
party  in  Western  New  York.  As  Supervisor 
of  Stockton  in  1884  he  initiated  the  move- 

ment for  abolishing  distinctions  between 
town  and  county  poor,  which  was  soon  after 
enacted   in  county  law,   and   was   said  by 

Hon.  L.  B.  Sessions  to  have  saved  the  coun- 
ty more  in  taxes  than  any  other  measure 

during  the  twenty-three  years  he  was  Chair- 
man. He  was  again  nominated  for  Super- 

visor in  1885  and  defeated  by  eight  votes 
by  Phin  M.  Miller  with  eighty  majority  to 
overcome.  He  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
Pomfret  in  1891,  overcoming  a  majority  of 

over  five  hundred,  and  was  candidate  sev- 
eral times  afterwards,  always  running  very 

close  in  spite  of  the  heavy  standing  majority 
to  overcome.  He  was  member  of  the  Fre- 

donia Village  Board  in  1892-3,  and  as  Chair- 
man of  street,  park,  and  water  committees, 

improved  the  public  works  and  saved  the 
village  ten  thousand  dollars  on  cleaning  the 
village  reservoir,  the  plan  he  inaugurated 
being  still  in  use. 

Dr.  Pickett  was  alternate  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  at  Kansas 

City,  July  4,  1900,  and  was  nominated  for 
State  Senator  in  1903,  running  fifty-eight 
votes  ahead  of  the  Governor  in  the  district. 

Dr.  Pickett  has  successfully  operated  a 
number  of  schemes  as  side  issues,  generally 

avoiding  partnerships.  About  1892  he  fore- 
saw the  possibilities  of  water  power  for  elec- 
tric purposes  to  be  derived  from  the  east 

branch  of  Canadaway  Creek,  from  Ark- 
wright  Falls  down  to  Laona,  and  set  about 
obtaining  the  riparian  rights  from  property 
owners.  One  concession  took  ten  years  to 
obtain.  After  that  about  four  miles  of  the 
creek  was  purchased  in  a  few  weeks  by 

working  night  and  day.  The  scheme  con- 
templates a  dam  one  hundred  feet  high 

across  the  gorge  above  Arkwright  Falls,  and 
a  straight  tunnel  and  pipe  to  the  lower  end 
of  the  concession,  near  Laona,  giving  a  fall 
of  four  hundred  fifty  feet.  Three  different 

engineers  have  estimated  the  rainfall,  catch- 
ment area,  evaporation,  etc.,  and  estimate 

that  by  storage,  nine  hundred  cubic  feet  of 
water  per  minute  can  be  supplied  the  year 
around,  giving  no  less  than  six  hundred  con- 

tinuous horse  power  by  the  use  of  a  Pelten 
wheel.  A  number  of  capitalists  have  made 
offers  for  the  rights. 

More  recently  Dr.  Pickett  has  obtained 
similar  rights  on  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  in  the 
Towns  of  Ripley  and  North  East,  capable  of 
yielding  fifteen  hundred  horsepower  contin- 

ually. These  were  the  only  water  rights  of 
the  kind  left  untaken  by  municipal  water 
works  between  Buffalo  and  Eric,  and  with 
the  building  of  the  main  road  trolley  line  and 
increase  in  the  use  of  electricity  for  manu- 

facturing purposes,  must  soon  become  Lm- 
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mensely  valuable.  Reliable  authorities 
state  that  twenty-one  hundred  horsepower 
are  to  be  generated  at  these  two  points 
which  would  run  a  trolley  road  from  Erie 
to  Buffalo,  and  other  men  of  means  and 
wide  experience  in  hydraulics  and  engi- 

neering have  examined  the  scheme  and  de- 
clared it  was  entirely  feasible  and  held 

possibilities  almost  beyond  estimate. 
Dr.  Pickett  is  a  lover  of  good  horses  and 

rarely  owns  one  that  cannot  make  a  mile 
in  three  minutes.  He  once  acquired  the 
name  of  the  David  Harum  of  Chautauqua 
County,  which  is  often  applied  to  him. 
He  was  married  December  4,  18G4,  at 

Stockton,  to  Olive  M.  Scriven,  who  was  born 
February  17,  1845.  Her  father,  Perry  C. 
Scriven,  was  born  in  Petersburgh.  Rens- 

selaer County,  New  York,  September  30, 
181G.  He  was  one  of  the  largest  dairymen 
and  cattle  dealers  in  Chautauqua  County. 
He  died  September  30,  1860,  aged  exactly 
fifty  years.  His  wife  was  Lucinda  Baker, 
born  in  Schaghticoke,  New  York,  Septem- 

ber 4,  1819;  died  December  14,  1900,  in 
Stockton.  Children  born  to  D.  G.  and  Olive 
M.  Pickett:  Lena  R.,  born  April  25,  18G8, 
died  June  28,  1882;  Perry  G.,  born  August 
27,  1870;  Gertrude,  born  May  18,  1872,  died 
December  18,  1872;  Lester  D.,  born  Novem- 

ber 9,  1883. 
In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1904  Dr. 

Pickett  became  convinced  that  his  party 
was  being  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  its 
enemies  by  the  Hill-Sheehan-Belmont  com- 

bine, and  came  out  in  a  strong  statement 
endorsing  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

CHARLES  L.  MARK. 

Charles  LeRoy  Mark,  son  of  James  and 
Lucy  Mark,  was  born  in  Fredonia  August 

12,  1822,  where  he  lived,  attending  the  pub- 
lic school  and  Fredonia  Academy  until  1837, 

when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ham- 
let, in  the  Town  of  Villenova.  The  winter 

of  1843-4  he  spent  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
rt  being  before  the  age  of  railroads,  the 
principal  means  of  conveyance  was  by  water 
and  the  trip  from  Dunkirk  to  Little  Rock 
by  lake,  canal  and  river,  occupied  fully  two 

weeks'  time.  Returning  with  improved 
health  in  1845  he  became  partner  with  his 
father  in  the  mercantile  business  and  the 
manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  which 
business  they  continued  until  1851.  He  then 
with  Martin  Crowe. i  as  partner,  for  two 
years   followed   the   same  occupation.  In 

1855  he  engaged  alone  in  the  mercantile 
business,  which  he  pursued  for  four  or  five 
years,  when  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  having 
become  satisfied  with  his  accumulations,  he 
retired  from  business,  and  after  living  a 
year  or  two  at  Middletown,  near  Cincinnati, 
he  returned  to  Fredonia,  his  native  place, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  Septem- 

ber 3,  1846,  Mr.  Mark  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Peirce,  daughter  of  Dr.  Austin  and 
Mary  Sterling  Peirce  of  Hamlet.  Their  only 
child,  Edward  L.  Mark,  was  born  in  1847, 
of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  on  the  following 

page. Since  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark's  residence  in 
Fredonia,  they  have  spent  one  year  in  Cali- 

fornia, returning  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama;  two  or  three  years  in  Colorado 
and  for  the  past  nineteen  years  spent  their 
winters  in  Florida,  where  they  have  an 
orange  grove  and  a  fine  residence  at  Winter 
Park.  Also  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
through  the  months  of  August  and  Septem- 

ber, Mr.  Mark  has  visited  the  various  hay- 
fever  resorts  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Mr.  Mark  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Fredonia  since  1877.  A  few  years  ago 
he  donated  a  thousand  dollars  to  the  D.  R. 
Barker  Library,  and  at  an  expense  of  two 
thousand  dollars  presented  the  Village  of 
Fredonia  with  the  two  beautiful  fountains 
which  now  adorn  the  village  parks. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  were  members  of  the 
Free  Baptist  Church  in  Hamlet  until  their 
removal  to  Fredonia,  and  since  have  been 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Mark's  father,  James  Mark,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  coming  to 
Fredonia  from  Delaware  County,  New  York, 
in  1808  when  a  young  man,  and  assisted  in 
clearing  the  village  park  of  the  native  for- 

est. He  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in  the 
battle  at  Black  Rock  and  witnessed  the 
burning  of  Buffalo.  In  1819  he  married  Miss 
Lucy  Woodcock,  and  in  after  years  was 
widely  known  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  as  manufacturer  of  pearl  ashes  from 

"black  salts,"  the  principal  cash  commodity 
of  the  early  settlers.  In  1837  he  moved  to 
Hamlet,  where  he  followed  the  same  pur- 

suit in  connection  with  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  his  death  in  1855.  The  children  of 

James  Mark  were  Lucy  E.,  (Mrs.  Spencer), 
who  died  in  1S60;  Charles  L.,  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch);  Dr.  A.  J.,  who  died  in  1860; 
Prof.   George   A.,   of   Hillsdale,  Michigan; 
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Harriet  A.,  (Mrs.  Woodcock)  of  Frewsburg; 
John  E.,  of  Marquette,  Michigan,  and  Janette 
(Mrs.  Delaney)  who  died  in  1889.  Charles 
L.  Mark  died  at  Winter  Park,  Florida,  De- 

cember 24,  1904. 

EDWARD  L.  MARK. 

Edward  Laurens  Mark,  Ph.  D.  LL  D.,  son 
of  Charles  L.  and  Julia  P.  Mark,  (sketch 
on  preceding  page),  was  born  in  Hamlet, 
New  York,  May  30,  1847.  He  attended  pub- 

lic school  and  the  Fredonia  Academy  until 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  entered  Mich- 

igan University.  In  1871  after  completing 
his  collegiate  course,  he  taught  in  the  Uni- 

versity one  year,  then  was  employed  for  a 
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year  by  the  government  in  the  Northern 
Boundary  Survey  between  the  United  States 
and  British  America.  In  1873  he  went  to 
Europe  to  pursue  his  studies  in  the  Ger- 

man Universities,  and  after  graduating  at 
Leipsic  in  1876  returned  to  America.  In 
1877  he  was  employed  as  Professor  of  Zool- 

ogy by  Harvard  University,  which  position 
he  has  held  to  the  present  time,  being  at  the 
head  of  the  Zoological  Department. 

In  1873  Mr.  Mark  was  married  to  Miss 
Lucy  King  of  Dunkirk.  Their  two  children 
are  Kenneth  Lamartine,  born  in  Leipsic,  Ger- 

many, August  26,  1874,  and  Freedrica,  born 
in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  June  7,  1880. 
The  son  is  Assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  Harvard.  In  1898  Dr.  Mark  having  been 

granted  a  year's  vacation  by  the  University, 
again  with  his  family  went  to  Europe,  visit- 

ing various  institutions  to  acquaint  himself 
with  any  new  development  in  his  special  line 
of  work.  Upon  his  return  to  this  country 
a  few  of  his  former  students  together  with 
a  large  number  of  them  as  contributors, 
formed  the  project  of  editing  and  publishing 
a  quarto  memorial  volume  of  some  five 

hundred  pages  to  be  known  as  the  "Mark 
Anniversary  Volume,"  in  honor  of  the  com- 

pletion of  his  twenty-five  years  of  successful 
and  productive  work  in  Harvard  University 
as  Professor  of  Zoology.  The  project  was 
well  carried  out,  and  the  presentation  of  the 
volume  was  made  at  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science  at  Washington  in  December,  1903. 
Among  the  contributors  to  the  volume  are 
President  Roosevelt,  who  was  a  student  of 
Dr.  Mark;  a  Japanese  Professor  of  Tokio, 

Japan,  also  the  Professors  of  several  col- 
leges in  the  United  States  and  others  who 

have  become  more  or  less  distinguished. 
The  volume  is  embellished  with  numerous 
engravings,  and  for  the  frontispiece  has  a 
fine  portrait  of  Dr.  Mark,  and  a  list  of  sci- 

entific publications  from  the  laboratory  un- 
der his  direction.  In  1904  Dr.  Mark,  repre- 

senting Harvard,  and  Dr.  Bristol,  as  repre- 
sentative of  New  York  University,  were  in 

Bermuda  where  they  spent  the  summer  with 
two  British  scientists  in  organizing  and  es- 

tablishing a  biological  station  on  the  island. 

BYRON  F.  RECORD. 

Byron  F.  Record,  well  known  young  at- 
torney at  Fredonia,  was  born  at  Smiths 

Mills,  Town  of  Hanover.  His  father  is  Otis 
S.  Record,  of  that  village.  His  grandfather, 
Seth  Record,  came  to  Chautauqua  County 
in  or  about  1829,  settled  in  Sherman,  and 
two  or  three  years  later  removed  to  Smiths 
Mills,  where  his  death  occurred  in  the  early 
seventies.  He  married  Ellidia  Yale  at 

Sherman.  Byron  F.  Record's  great  grand- 
father on  his  mother's  side,  Ashbel  Watrous, 

was  a  pioneer  in  Chautauqua  County,  having 
settled  near  Smiths  Mills  after  the  close  of 
the  War  of  1812,  where  he  died  in  1871. 
He  took  part  in  the  campaign  near  Platts- 
burg  during  that  war,  and  helped  drive  the 
British  back  to  Canada. 
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Byron  F.  Record  attended  the  public 
schools  in.  Perrysburg  and  Smiths  Mills  and 
tne  Academic  Department  of  the  Forestville 
High  School.  He  afterwards  entered  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  where  he 
graduated  from  the  Normal  Department  in 
the  classical  course  in  June,  188G.  In  Sep- 

tember, 1889,  he  entered  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  Cornell  University,  where  he  com- 

pleted the  course  in  June,  1891,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  (L.  L.  B.) 
In  September  of  that  year  he  entered  the 
course  in  philosophy  at  Cornell,  which  he 
completed  in  June,  1893,  receiving  the  de- 

gree of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy,  (Ph.  B.) 
Beginning  the  same  year,  he  accepted  the. 
principalship    of    the    Warrensburg,  New 
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York,  High  School  which  he  held  for  four 
years,  resigning  in  1897  to  take  up  the  prac- 

tice of  law.  Previous  to  entering  Cornell 
he  taught  one  year  (1888-9)  in  Montana, 
He  spent  the  summer  of  1888  in  what  is  now 
the  State  of  Washington,  and  was  much  of 
the  time  at  Tacoma. 

Mr.  Record  began  the  practice  of  law  at 
Forestville  in  November,  1897,  where  he 
continued  in  practice  alone  until  he  removed 
to  Fredonia  in  March,  1901.  Possessed  of 
an  independent  nature  and  a  love  of  his 
professional  work,  in  which  his  success  has 

been  marked,  he  has  never  consented  to 
accept  a  public  office.  He  is  a  member  of 
Forestville  Lodge,  No.  99,  Independent  Or- 

der of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Forestville 
Lodge  of  Free  Masons. 

Mr.  Record  married  Carrie  E.  Livermore 
at  Forestville  in  August,  1893. 

HON.  LORENZO  MORRIS. 

Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  New  York,  August  14,  1817,  and 
was  a  son  of  David  and  Abigail  (Blodgett) 
Morris.  David  Morris  and  his  wife  were 
both  natives  of  New  England,  and  settled  in 
the  Town  of  Chautauqua,  this  county,  in 
1829.  After  some  years  they  removed  to 
Sherman,  where  Mr.  Morris  died  in  1868, 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  His  wife  died 
in  1873,  at  eighty  years  of  age. 
Lorenzo  Morris  attended  the  common 

schools,  then  entered  the  old  Mayville 
Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
183G,  and  was  afterwards  engaged  in  teach- 

ing for  a  few  years.  In  1837  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law,  and  read  for 
two  years  with  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Osborne, 
one  of  the  five  Judges  of  which  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Chautauqua  County 
then  consisted.  In  1840  he  went  to  James- 

town where  he  read  for  one  year  with  Judge 
Orsell  Cook,  and  after  being  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  be- 

came a  partner  of  his  preceptor.  The  law 
then  required  seven  years  of  practice  as  a 
requisite  for  admission  as  an  attorney  be- 

fore the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  but 
made  a  reduction  of  time  in  favor  of  those 
who  had  pursued  classical  studies,  and  Mr. 
Morris  having  a  certificate  of  a  classical 
course  of  reading  was  admitted  as  an  attor- 

ney of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1844,  at  the 

end  of  only  three  years'  practice  in  the 
lower  courts.  In  the  same  year  he  removed 
to  Mayville  and  practiced  until  1852,  when 
he  moved  to  Fredonia  where  he  enjoyed  an 
active  and  successful  practice  until  his  death 
October  2,  1903.  In  1838  he  was  commis- 

sioned by  Governor  William  H.  Seward  as 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Two  Hundred 
Seventh  Regiment,  New  York  Militia,  in 
which  he  had  served  as  Adjutant.  He  was 
elected  Colonel  during  the  next  year  and 
commanded  the  regiment  until  1842,  when 
he  resigned. 

On  October  5,  1843,  he  married  Fannie 
E.  Strong,  daughter  of  Walter  Strong,  an 
early  settler  and  prominent  citizen  of  the 
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the  performance  of  his  duties  that  Mr. 
Hooker  again  engaged  his  services  as  con- 

fidential clerk  after  he  was  elevated  to  the 
Supreme  Court  bench.  Mr.  Westwood  has 
since  1902  been  clerk  to  Mr.  Hooker,  who 
is  Justice  of  the  Appellate  Division,  Second 
Department.  From  1897  to  1902  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  the  City 
of  Buffalo.  He  was  one  of  the  youngest 
practitioners  in  the  city,  notwithstanding 
which  he  made  remarkable  progress  in  the 

Town  of  Westfield.  She  died  June  2,  1873, 
and  left  three  children:  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Rus- 

sell, Mrs.  S.  H.  Albro,  and  Walter  D.  Mor- 
ris. On  May  28,  1885,  he  united  in  marriage 

with  Mrs.  Marian  H.  (Hovey)  Stillman,  of 
Fredonia. 

In  politics  Senator  Morris  was  an  old- 
time  Democrat,  opposed  to  measures  an- 

tagonistic to  the  principles  of  Jefferson  and 
Jackson.  He  was  appointed  in  1871  as  one 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  asylum  for  the  insane 
at  Buffalo,  which  position  he  resigned  in 
1875.  His  political  career  commenced  in 
18C7,  when  he  was  nominated  by  his  party 
as  their  candidate  for  State  Senator  in  the 

Twenty-sixth  District.  Although  the  dis- 
trict was  largely  Republican,  yet  he  was 

elected  by  two  hundred  three  majority  over 
his  two  Republican  competitors,  and  served 
creditably  in  the  State  Senate  during  its 
session  of  18G8-G9.  In  1872  he  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  convention  which  met  that  year 
in  Albany  to  revise  the  State  Constitution. 
Senator  Morris  always  took  great  interest 
in  the  common  schools  and  all  general  mat- 

ters of  public  improvement.  While  serv- 
ing in  the  State  Senate  he  procured  the 

abolition  of  the  local  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Fredonia  Normal  School,  the  school 
having  closed  for  want  of  harmony,  and 
placed  the  school  under  the  control  of  the 
State  Superintendent  until  1873,  when  he 
was  made  President  of  a  new  Board  of 
Trustees  which  has  been  harmonious  and 
the  school  prosperous,  and  is  now  justly 
recognized  as  one  of  the  best  of  the  normal 
schools  in  the  state. 

HERMAN  J.  WESTWOOD. 

Herman  J.  Westwood,  a  young  profes- 
sional man  whose  abilities  and  excellent 

qualities  brought  him  an  important  position 
before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  was 
born  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  August  23, 
1875.  His  father  was  pastor  of  the  Fredonia 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  September  3,  1890.  Herman  J. 
Westwood  attended  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Fredonia,  from  which  he  graduated,  (clas- 

sical course),  in  1891.  He  graduated  from 
Cornell  University  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 

elor of  Arts  in  1896,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  November  30,  1896. 
When  Hon.  Warren  B.  Hooker  was  Mem- 

ber of  Congress  in  1893-94,  he  chose  young 
Mr.  Westwood  as  his  Private  Secretary, 
who  showed  such  merit  and  originality  in 

HERMAN  J.  WESTWOOD 

building  up  of  a  successful  business,  and 
relinquished  his  practice  only  to  accept  an 
urgent  call  to  the  high  duties  which  have 
since  engaged  his  attention. 
From  his  earliest  childhood  Mr.  West- 

wood  has  been  one  of  the  most  diligent  of 
students — one  of  the  hardest  and  most  en- 

thusiastic workers  in  the  storing  of  his 
mind  with  knowledge,  a  habit  which  he  has 
in  no  measure  abated  in  his  later  years. 

ARTHUR  R.  MAYTUM. 

Arthur  R.  Maytum,  prominent  business 
man  of  Fredonia,  was  born  at  Sutton  Val- 

ence, Kent,  England,  October  13,  1866.  His 
education  was  completed  at  an  early  age, 
and  he  came  to  Fredonia  in  February,  1886. 
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In  May,  1890,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  on  Water  Street  in  the  village,  op- 

posite his  present  location,  succeeding 
George  L.  Knight  &  Company.  Through 
patient  and  persevering  labors,  good  busi- 

ness methods  and  fair  and  honorable  treat- 
ment of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealt,  he  has 

built  up  a  large  and  thriving  grocery  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Maytum  is  otherwise  concerned 

in  important  business  matters.  He  has 
been  for  nearly  six  years  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Dunkirk  and 
Fredonia  Telephone  Company,  in  the  or- 

ganization of  which  he  was  largely  instru- 
mental, which  gives  excellent  telephone  ser- 

AKTHI.'H  K.  MAYTL'M 

vice  and  has  an  extensive  patronage.  Mr. 
Maytum  is  prominent  in  public  affairs,  also. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  village  in  March,  1899,  for 
two  years,  was  re-elected  in  1901  and  again 
in  1904,  by  large  majorities,  the  people  thus 
showing  their  confidence  in  him  and  their 
appreciation  of  his  valuable  services  in  the 
conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  village.  He 
holds  the  important  position  of  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Forest  Lodge,  Free  and  Accept- 

ed Masons;  Chautauqua  Lodge,  Independent 

Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  anil  Lake  Krie  Coun- 
cil, Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Mr.  Maytum  married  Gertrude  E.  Pru- 
shaw,  daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Prushaw,  in 
December,  1888.  Their  children  are  Hilde- 
garde  Lilian,  Adele  Cecile  and  Gertrude 
Alice. 

MAJOR  E.  A.  CURTIS. 

Major  Enoch  A.  Curtis,  son  of  Isaac  C. 
and  Susan  (Hunter)  Curtis,  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  was  born  in  the  Town 
of  Busti  July  19,  1831.  The  Curtis  family 
of  New  England  from  which  Major  Curtis 
descends  comes  from  a  long  line  of  English 
ancestry.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  New 
England  the  name  appears  and  every  gener- 

ation has  produced  representatives  promi- 
nent in  EOme  vocation,  profession,  civil  or 

military  office.  The  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  Western  New  York  was  Rev.  Enoch 
Curtis,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who 
was  for  years  a  Methodist.  Episcopal  minis- 

ter. The  family  has  been  identified  with 
Chautauqua  County  for  over  seventy-five 
years,  Isaac  C.  Curtis  coming  to  Jamestown 
with  his  young  wife  in  1829.  Subsequently 
he  purchased  of  the  Holland  Land  Company 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  unimproved 
land  in  the  Town  of  Busti.  Here  he  built 

his  primitive  log  house,  subdued  the  wilder- 
ness and  developed  his  future  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  common 

with  the  sons  of  Chautauqua's  pioneers,  was 
early  called  from  school  to  rugged  labor, 
obliged  to  convert  obstacles  to  opportunity 
and  wrest  achievement  from  difficulties. 
The  original  schoolhouse  of  the  district  was 
built  of  logs  and  was  located  on  a  corner 
of  his  father's  farm.  Here  he  attended 
school  the  short  winter  terms,  studying  his 
lessons  by  the  light  of  the  open  fire  place, 
and  summers  helped  with  the  rough  farm 
work,  necessary  to  provide  for  the  support 
of  the  family,  finishing  his  schooling  with 
a  term  at  Jamestown  Academy  at  seventeen 
years  of  age.  About  this  time  hfs  father 
sold  his  improved  farm  in  Busti  and  bought 
another  near  Ashville  in  the  Town  of  Har 
mony.  The  balance  of  hfs  minority  was 
spent  teaching  school  winters  and  farm 
work  summers.  When  of  age  he  engaged 
In  building  operations,  an  occupation  more 
attractive  to  him  that  farming. 

He  married  Jennie  E.,  the  second  daughter 
of  Morris  Norton  of  Ashvllle,  October  3, 
1855.   Their  children  are  Isabel  Kent,  (Mrs 
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F.  C.  Chatsey,  druggist  of  Fredonia),  and 
Edith  Norton,  art  teacher  in  Fredonia  Nor- 

mal and  Training  School. 
Anxious  for  proficiency  in  the  line  of  his 

business,  he  took  up  the  study  of  architec- 
ture. At  that  time  there  were  no  Polytech- 

nical  Schools  in  the  country  and  text-books 
were  few  and  hard  to  be  obtained,  but  such 
as  were  obtainable  were  thoroughly  studied. 
The  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861 
brought  to  all  citizens  new  conditions  of 
life  and  new  duties.  Responding  to  the  call 
of  President  Lincoln  in  the  spring  of  1862 
for  three  hundred  thousand  men  to  assist 

in  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  and  main- 
tain the  integrity  of  the  Union,  he  closed  up 

his  building  operations  and  enlisted  in  the 

Union  Army  for  three  years'  service.  Tak- 
ing out  enlistment  papers  he  recruited  a 

company  of  volunteers,  was  elected  and 
commissioned  Captain  of  Company  D,  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers, 
which  he  commanded  in  the  various  canr- 
paigns,  skirmishes  and  battles  in  which  his 
regiment  was  engaged  until  after  the  Battle 
of  Cold  Harbor  June  1,  1864,  in  which  he 
received  such  severe  wounds  as  to  unfit  him 

for  further  military  service.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  September  13,  1864,  and 

was  brevetted  Major  by  Governor  Fenton 
for  gallantry  at  the  Battle  of  Cold  Harbor 
June  27,  1867.  As  a  soldier  and  officer  his 
record  stands  high.  He  had  the  love  and 
esteem  of  his  company  and  the  officers  with 
whom  he  was  associated,  and  is  spoken  of 
as  being  a  strict  disciplinarian  and  model 
commander. 

After  partial  recovery  from  his  wounds 
Major  Curtis  changed  his  residence  to  Fre- 

donia and  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
in  the  hardware  line  which  he  followed  for 

about  five  years.  The  business  of  his  pro- 
fession having  more  attractions  to  him  than 

merchandizing  he  sold  out  his  hardware 
trade  and  resumed  its  practice.  Possessing 
mathematical  skill  and  an  artistic  taste,  cul- 

tivated by  study  and  practical  experience, 
he  had  the  qualities  to  ensure  success  and 
give  him  high  rank  in  his  profession.  Many 
of  the  finest  residences,  churches  and  pub- 

lic buildings  of  Western  New  York  and 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania  are  witnesses 

of  his  achievement  in  "the  first  and  noblest 
of  the  arts." 

During  his  residence  in  Fredonia  Major 
Curtis  has  not  only  occupied  his  time  with 
the  details  of  an  exacting  profession  but 
has  interested  himself  and  taken  an  active 

part  in  all  measures  for  the  progress,  ad- 
vancement and  improvement  of  the  com- 

munity. To  these  ends  his  time  and  money 
are  given,  and  when  he  enlists  in  a  cause, 
he  is  persistent  in  carrying  it  to  success. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  agitate,  and  most 
tenacious  in  securing,  the  village  water- 

works and  sewerage  system.  Has  served 
successive  terms  on  Board  of  Water  Com- 

missioners, Trustees  and  President  of  the 
village. 

While  not  a  politician,  from  an  office 

seeker's  point  of  view,  he  acts  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  dutiful  citizenship  requires  all  to 

take  an  active,  intelligent  interest  in  all 
questions  of  public  policy.  He  had  a  seat 
in  the  Republican  National  Convention  at 
St.  Louis  in  1896  that  nominated  William 
McKinley  for  President  and  took  an  active 
part  in  his  election. 

Major  Curtis  is  a  loyal  Grand  Army  man, 
and  his  record  since  his  joining  tne  order 
in  1885  has  been  one  of  active  usefulness. 
He  has  been  the  popular  commander  of  lus 
post,  (B.  D.  Holt  Post,  No.  403,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic),  many  terms.  He  is  a 
member  and  has  served  as  President  several 

terms  of  the  Northern  Chautauqua  Veter- 
ans Union,  and  a  frequent  delegate  to  state 

and  national  encampments. 
In  1901  Governor  Odell  appointed  him  as 

one  of  the  New  York  State  Board  for  tne 

erection  of  a  monument  of  the  late  x- resi- 
dent William  McKinley. 

True  to  his  word,  loyal  to  his  friends,  his 
community  and  his  country  Major  Curtis  is 

one  of  the  best  representatives  of  Fredonia's 
business  men. 

CLINTON  O.  TARBOX. 

A  young  professional  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  achievement  and  promise  is  Clin- 

ton O.  Tarbox  of  Fredonia,  who  was  born 
at  Chautauqua  August  21,  187:).  His  par- 

ents were  Charles  W.  and  Altana  A.  Tarbox. 
He  attended  district  school  in  the  Town  of 

Chautauqua,  and  afterwards  Fredonia  Nor- 
mal School,  from  which  he  graduated,  in 

the  classical  course,  in  1893.  He  entered 
the  Law  Department  at  Cornell  University 
in  1894,  having  won  a  scholarship  at  the 
state  competitive  examinations,  and  grad- 

uated therefrom  in  1896,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  After  he  entered  the 

law  school  and  before  his  graduate  !  he  siud- 
ied  at  intervals  in  the  law  office  of  Hon. 

Warren  B.  Hooker  at  Fredonia,  which  prac- 
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tical  contact  at  that  period  with  the  work 
which  he  had  chosen  to  pursue  greatly  aided 
him  and  broadened  his  understanding  and 

experience  as  a  young  lawyer.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  New  York  State  in  No- 

vember, 1897,  and  in  March,  1899,  he  began 
the  practice  of  law  at  Cherry  Creek.  He 
made  excellent  progress  here,  but  deeming 
Fredonia  a  more  inviting  field  he  removed 
his  practice  thither  May  1,  1901,  where  he 
has  since  pursued  his  professional  labors. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Tarbox  & 
Curtis,  at  Cherry  Creek,  which  was  organ- 

ized in  June,  1900,  and  dissolved  April  1, 
1901. 

CLINTON  O.  TARBOX 

Mr.  Tarbox  has  never  sought  political 
preferment,  but  has  given  the  most  diligent 
attention  to  his  profession.  He  is  a  most 
earnest  and  conscientious  advocate  and  with 
his  excellent  abilities  he  has  won  an  en- 

viable fame  and  attained  a  gratifying  meas- 
ure of  success.  He  is  a  member  of  tue 

Cornell  Chapter,  Delta  Chi  Fraternity, 
Cherry  Creek  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Fredonia  Baptist 
Church. 

Mr.  Tarbox  married  Katherine  E.  Clothier 
at  Fredonia,  July  31,  1902.  They  have  one 
son,  Charles  H. 

GEORGE  BARKER. 

George  Barker,  born  in  Venice,  Cayuga 
County,  New  York,  November  G,  1823,  is  the 
son  of  John  A.  Barker,  born  of  English  an- 

cestry in  Queens  County,  New  York,  in  1787, 
and  Phoebe  Ogden,  born  in  Elizabethtown, 
New  Jersey,  in  1787.  His  grandfather,  Jos- 

eph Barker,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  did  service  at  and  near  Norwalk,  Con- 

necticut, where  the  family  then  resided. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Og- 

den, a  descendant  of  John  Ogden,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey, 
and  the  ancestor  of  the  Ogden  families  in 
New  Jersey  and  New  York,  many  of  whom 
have  held  distinguished  public  positions  and 
have  been  prominent  in  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Barker  was  educated  at  the  common 

and  select  schools  near  his  father's  home, 
and  at  the  Aurora  Academy,  Cayuga  County, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1843.  He 
read  law  with  David  Wright,  of  Auburn, 
New  York,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Au- 

burn in  November,  1847,  and  commenced 
practice  the  following  January  at  Fredonia, 
Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  where  he 
has  ever  since  continued,  devoted  to  his 
profession  and  the  discharge  of  official  duties 
connected  therewith.  He  at  once  interested 
himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  village,  was  its 
Clerk  for  several  successive  terms,  and  was 
elected  its  President  for  two  terms.  He 

was  elected  District  Attorney  for  Chautau- 
qua County  in  1853,  serving  one  term  with 

marked  efficiency  in  the  prosecution  of  crim- 
inals. In  1862  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office, 

but  resigned  before  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  professional 
business. 

In  18G7  he  was  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  and  served  on  the  judi- 

ciary committee  and  on  the  committee  on 
organization  of  the  Legislature,  rendering 
effective  service  in  both  these  capacities. 
In  November,  1867,  he  was  elected  a  Justice 

of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Eighth  Judi- 
cial District,  a  position  for  which,  by  his 

wide  and  successful  experience  at  the  Bar, 
his  familiarity  with  precedents  and  legal 
principles  and  his  judicial  temperament,  he 

was  specially  qualified.  In  1876  he  was  re- 
elected for  a  term  of  fourteen  years,  by  the 

unanimous  vote  of  the  district,  being  nomi- 
nated as  a  candidate  by  both  the  leading 

political  parties.  During  the  greater  part 
of  his  last  fourteen  years  on  the  bench  he 
was  a  member  of  the  general  term  for  the 
Fourth  Judicial  Department,  and  during  the 







POMFRET. 90S 

last  part  of  his  service  was  the  presiding 
Justice.  In  1890  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  created  to  revise  the  judicial 
articles  of  the  constitution. 

Judge  Barker's  half  century  of  profes- 
sional and  public  life  has  been  characterized 

by  unremitting  toil  and  energy,  conscien- 
tious devotion  to  his  profession,  and  suc- 

cessful achievement  in  its  higher  walks  to 
which  he  has  been  called.  An  eloquent  ad- 

vocate before  courts  and  juries,  he  has 
gained  equal  reputation  as  an  able  and  im- 

partial judge. 
In  1857  he  married  Achsah  Elizabeth 

Glisan,  (born  in  Frederick  County,  Mary 
land.)  His  only  child,  Mary  Eliza,  is  the 
wife  of  Honorable  John  Woodward,  of 
Jamestown,  New  York,  now  one  of  the  Jus- 

tices of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Eighth 
Judicial  District  of  New  York  State. 

WILLIAM  S.  STEARNS. 

William  S.  Stearns,  a  prominent  attorney 
of  Fredonia,,  was  born  in  that  village  De- 

cember 29,  1873,  and  has  always  retained 

WILLIAM  S.  STEARNS 

his  residence  in  the  township  of  Pomfret. 
He  began  his  education  at  the  age  of  five 
years  at  the  public  school,  in  the  Van  Buren 

District  and  finished  it,  so  far  as  schools 
are  concerned,  by  graduating  in  June,  1894, 
from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia, 
in  I  be  classical  academic  course.  In  Octo- 

ber, 1894,  Mr.  Stearns  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Morris  &  Moore,  where 
he  remained  until  189(5,  when  he  entered 
the  office  of  Justice  Warren  B.  Hooker,  and 
continued  his  studies  there  until  admitted 
to  practice  at  the  Bar  in  June,  1898.  On 

August  1,  1898,  Mr.  Stearns  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Buffalo  and  con- 

tinued there  until  August  1,  1899,  when  he 
returned  to  Fredonia  and  formed  a  partner- 

ship with  Nelson  J.  Palmer.  This  partner- 
ship was  dissolved  May  1,  1901,  and  Mr. 

Stearns  continued  the  practice  of  law  alone 

until  July  20,  1903,  when  he  took  into  part- 
nership Louis  L.  Thrasher,  a  son  of  Judge 

W.  S.  Thrasher,  and  the  firm  has  since  con- 
tinued in  business  under  the  name  of  Stearns 

&  Thrasher. 

In  the  year  1900  Mr.  Stearns  was  nominat- 
ed as  a  candidate  for  the  Assembly,  for  the 

Second  Chautauqua  District,  by  the  Demo- 
crats, but  was  defeated  at  the  polls.  After 

the  election  he  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
cans and  has  ever  since  worked  and  voted 

with  that  party.  He  has  never  held  any 
political  office. 
On  October  13,  1900,  at  Cherry  Creek, 

Mr.  Stearns  was  married  to  Miss  Leona 
Mabel  Kent,  and  of  this  union  has  been 
born  a  son  and  daughter,  Sidney  Winfield 
Stearns  and  Beatrice  Evelyn  Stearns.  Mr. 
Stearns  is  a  member  of  Forest  Lodge,  No. 

1GG,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Fre- 
donia, and  a  leading  citizen  of  the  village. 

DR.   MILTON    M.  FENNER. 

Dr.  Milton  M.  Fenner  was  the  son  of 
Christopher  C.  and  Mrs.  Lucinda  (Fross) 
Fenner  of  Stockton,  New  York,  and  was  the 
seventh  child  of  a  family  of  nine.  He  was 
born  July  28,  1837,  at  the  South  Stockton 
homestead  and  died  at  Fredonia  March  14, 
1905.  His  ancestry  on  both  sides  was  of 
English  extraction.  His  grandfather,  Re- 

solved W.  Fenner,  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Rev.  W. 
Fenner,  a  noted  Puritan  divine,  from  whom 
came  Arthur,  James  and  James  (Jr.)  Fen- 

ner, each  of  whom  became  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  between  17!hi  and 
1845.  Resolved  W.  Fenner  came  to  Madison 
County,  New  York,  in  1S00  and  to  Ellery  in 
1819  where  he  remained  until  bis  death  in 
1847.    Christopher  C.  Fenner,  father,  was 
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born  in  Brookfield  in  1801  and  came  to  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  1817.  Two  years  later  the 

family  came  and  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
on  Cassadaga  Creek.  He  was  united  in  . 
marriage  with  Lucinda  Fross  in  1826  and 
conducted  his  farm  until  his  death  in  1850. 

Rufus  Fross,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Fenner's 
father,  was  a  native  of  Kinderhook,  Colum- 

bia County,  New  York.  From  Kinderhook 
he  went  to  Litchfield,  Herkimer  County, 
New  York,  where  he  married  and  then  came 
to  Chautauqua  in  1810,  locating  on  the  farm 
on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1846. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  pre- 

sent at  the  burning  of  Buffalo. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Fenner  inherited  the  seeming- 
ly untiring -energy  of  his  mother  and  the 

ambition  and  sterling  integrity  of  both  par- 
ents. He  was  only  thirteen  years  old  when 

his  father  died  and  he  was  thrown  on  his 
own  resources. 

Being  thus  obliged  to  toil  for  a  subsist- 
ence, he  early  acquired  habits  of  industry 

and  economy,  which  continued  to  be  poten- 
tial factors  in  his  life's  success.  For  the 

five  years  following  his  father's  death,  he 
was  either  employed  in  working  on  his 
mother's  farm  or  as  a  farm  hand  by  the 
neighbors.  From  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
twenty  years,  he,  in  partnership  with  his 

brother,  carried  on  his  mother's  farm  and 
acquired  an  interest  in  the  personal  pro- 

perty. They  cleared  some  new  ground  and 
followed  dairying  and  stock  raising. 
He  still  dwelt  upon  his  early  dreams  of 

acquiring  a  thorough  and  extended  educa- 
tion and  when  prepared  entered  Allegheny 

College  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and 
while  attending  its  sessions  spent  his  vaca- 

tions in  earning  money  to  defray  his  col- 
lege expenses.  Before  he  reached  the  age 

of  twenty-five  he  had  taught  seven  terms 
of  public  and  select  schools  in  New  York 
and  Michigan  and  found  time  to  read  a  pre- 

liminary course  in  medicine.  He  then  en- 
tered a  medical  college  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

and  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine, upon  May  22,  I860.  He  began  the 

practice  of  medicine  in  Flint,  Michigan,  im- 
mediately after  receiving  his  degree,  but 

upon  July  12,  1861,  he  gave  up  his  newly 
established  practice  to  enlist  as  a  private  in 
Company  A,  Eighth  Michigan  Regiment, 
that  was  recruited  by  Col.  William  M.  Fen- 
ton,  former  Lieutenant  Governor  of  that 
state.  He  was  appointed  Hospital  Steward 
for  the  regiment  and  war  correspondent  for 
two  of  the  leading  state  papers.    Soon  after 

entering  upon  active  service  he  was  pro- 
moted to  a  Second  Lieutenancy  for  valorous 

conduct  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Com- 
pany I  of  the  same  regiment.  He  was  un- 

der fire  at  the  Battle  of  Coosaw  River, 
South  Carolina,  January,  1862,  and  in  April 
of  the  same  year,  the  Captain  and  First 
Lieutenant  having  resigned,  he  commanded 
his  company  in  the  siege  that  resulted  in 
the  fall  of  Fort  Pulaski.  He  commanded 
the  outpost  station  at  Spanish  Wells,  on 
Hilton  Head  Island,  South  Carolina,  during 
the  night  attack  and  the  attempted  burning 
of  that  place  by  the  Confederates  March 
12,  1863.  In  the  latter  part  of  May,  1862,  he 
was  appointed  to  service  in  the  Signal 

Corps  and  assigned  to  General  Hunter's 
staff  at  Hilton  Head.  For  meritorious  con- 

duct, he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant 
October  1,  1862.  He  was  in  the  trenches 
at  the  fall  of  Fort  Wagner,  Charleston  Har- 

bor, in  July,  1863. 
In  April,  1863,  he  came  to  Brooklyn  in  re- 

sponse to  an  invitation  extended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  passed  an  examina- 

tion and  received  a  commission  as  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy,  from 
Secretary  Welles,  in  May,  1S63,  but  owing 
to  the  active  operations  about  Charleston 
and  the  prospect  of  a  fight,  he  decided  to 
remain  for  a  time  with  the  army,  and  did 
so  until  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Wagner. 
Dr.  Fenner  was  a  member  of  Admiral 

Dahlgren's  staff,  and  was  on  board  the  flag- 
ship in  the  naval  night  attack  upon  Fort 

Sumter. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  Dr.  Fenner  came 

north  upon  a  leave  of  absence,  when  seeing 

a  good  opening  for  him  in  the  medical  prac- 
tice at  Jamestown,  so  near  his  early  home, 

he  resigned  his  commission  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  was 
eminently  successful.  In  1866  he  was  ap- 

pointed city  physician  and  held  the  position 
until  he  left  Jamestown. 

Tn  July,  1869,  he  came  to  Fredonia,  where 

he  established  his  "People's  Dispensary  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery"  and  resumed  the 
publication  of  "The  Medical  Progress," 
which  he  had  started  in  Jamestown;  and 
soon  secured  a  larger  practice  than  that 
he  had  left,  in  Jamestown.  In  1S70  the  Unit- 

ed States  Government  appointed  him  Exam- 
ining Surgeon  and  in  1872  the  Eclectic  Medi- 

cal Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  elect- 
ed him  its  President.  He  was  a  prominent 

lecturer  before  medical  societies  and  won 
a  national  reputation  by  his  contributions 
to  medical  journals. 
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He  was  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of 
the  Dunkirk  and  Fredonia  Electric  Railroad, 
of  which  he  was  President,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  He  was  prominent  in  the  erec- 

tion of  the  Hotel  Columbia  in  Fredonia  and 
owned  a  one-fourth  interest  in  it.  He  was 
President  at  the  time  of  his  death,  of  the 
Fredonia  Local  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
State  Normal  School.  He  has  also  been 
a  zealous  advocate  of  all  local  progressive 
movements. 

Dr.  Fenner  married  upon  June  5,  18GG, 
Miss  Georgiana  Gra.ndin,  daughter  of  Daniel 
H.  Grandin,  an  extensive  woolen  manufac- 

turer of  Jamestown.  She  died  September 
5,  1881. 

In  April,  1883,  he  married  Miss  Florence 
B.  Bondeson  of  Jamestown,  who  survives 
him  with  their  one  son,  Milton  M.  Fenner, 
Jr. 

Politically,  he  was  a  Republican  and  dis- 
played an  acute  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 

party.  His  popularity  was  shown  by  the 
fact  that  when  first  a  candidate  for  office, 
that  of  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret, 
he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 

dred sixteen,  although  the  district  had  for 
several  years  given  majorities  for  candi- 

dates of  the  opposite  party.  The  next  year 
he  was  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  two  hun- 

dred eighty-two,  and  the  following  year 
when  running  for  the  Assembly,  the  Assem- 

bly District  made  his  total  majority  over  his 
opponent  twenty-five  hundred  ninety-five,  a 
larger  majority  than  ever  before  given  to 
a  candidate  in  that  district. 

After  Cleveland's  administration,  Dr.  Fen- 
ner was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  of  the 

Port  of  New  York,  which  position  he  held 
with  credit  and  honor  from  January,  1890, 
until  August,  1891,  when  he  resigned  on  ac- 

count of  pressure  of  private  business. 
Dr.  Fenner  was  courteous,  straightfor- 

ward and  cordial  in  his  intercourse  with 
men  and  his  kindly  ways  made  him  many 
warm  friends.  He  was  industrious  and 
painstaking  in  his  business,  always  dis- 

charging the  most  minute  details  of  his 
work  with  the  same  care  that  characterized 
his  transactions  of  greater  magnitude.  The 
utmost  system  was  always  observed  in  his 
office  and  his  large  business  interests  were 
so  thoroughly  under  bis  control  that  he 
seemed  to  handle  it  with  slight  effort. 
Among  his  business  associates  his  word  was 
as  good  as  his  bond. 

In  his  varied  career  he  won  the  confidence 
and  praise  of  those  with  whom  he  was  as- 

sociated and  from  a  farmer  lad  made  his 

way  to  positions  of  trust  in  army,  navy  and 
political  life,  and  reached  financial  opulence. 
He  was  a  bright  example  of  the  possibilities 
of  an  American  youth,  possessed  of  sound 
sense  and  a  determined  and  unconquerable 
will. 

LAKE  FAMILY. 

The  accompanying  picture  is  that  of  three 
generations  of  the  Lake  family:  Henry  C, 
Clarence  H.  and  Howard  C. 
The  members  of  this  family  have  long 

been  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
county,  occupying  many  positions  of  trust. 

HENRY  C.  LAKE. 

Henry  C.  Lake,  the  eldest  member  of  the 
group,  was  born  at  Charlotte  Center  May 
30,  1823.  A  few  years  before  his  father, 
migrating  from  New  England,  established 
conjointly  with  his  brothers,  what  was  long 
known  as  the  Lake  Settlement.  Of  the  ijake 
brothers  the  tradition  survives  that  they 
were  men  of  unusual  intelligence,  thrift  and 
character,  a  reputation  sustained  by  their 
descendants  many  of  whom  have  occupied 
positions  of  influence  and  trust.  Nathan 
Lake,  elected  Supervisor  in  1830,  was  the 
first  to  hold  that  office  in  Charlotte. 

From  his  father  Calvin  and  from  his  grand- 
father Henry,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 

War,  Henry  C.  Lake  inherited  some  of  the 
best  qualities  of  the  old  Puritan  stock.  To 
these,  through  his  mother  Sarah  Mather, 
was  added  that  uncompromising  independ- 

ence of  character  which  made  the  Mather 
family  so  noted  in  our  Colonial  history. 

After  attending  the  common  schools  of  the 
town  he  finished  the  course  of  the  Fredonia 
Academy,  then  one  of  the  best  educational 
institutions  in  Western  New  York. 

He  next  taught  school  for  several  win- 
ters, devoting  his  spare  hours  to  the  read- 

ing of  law.  More  interested  in  the  indus- 
trial development  of  his  native  community 

than  in  a  legal  career,  he  founded,  shortly 
before  the  Civil  War,  the  woodmills  with 
which  his  name  was  so  long  associated. 
In  addition  he  conducted  a  large  general 
store.  In  both  of  these  enterprises  he 
achieved  a  large  measure  of  success. 

Moving  to  Fredonia  in  the  early  sixties, 
he  established  in  that  town  besides  several 
other  business  enterprises  a  pump-factory, 
which  for  many  years  did  a  large  and  prof- 

itable business. 
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Though  at  first  a  Democrat  Mr.  Lake 
joined  the  Republican  Party  at  its  founda- 

tion and  became  an  earnest  advocate  of  its 
principles  and  policies,  attaining  eventually 
a  position  of  considerable  influence  in  its 
councils. 

After  having  been  Supervisor  of  his  native 
Town  of  Charlotte  he  was,  in  18G2,  elected 
Member  of  the  Assembly  from  Chautauqua 
County,  a  position  so  suited  to  his  abilities 
that  he  was  re-elected  the  following  year. 
From  this  time  date  his  relations  with 

Governor  Fenton,  of  whom  he  became  a 
loyal  supporter  and  a  warm  friend.  The 
friendship  of  these  two  eminent  Chautau- 
Qtuans  was  interrupted  only  by  death.  In 
that  critical  period  when  Fenton  vied  with 
Morgan  for  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Sen- 

ate, Mr.  Lake  proved  himself  one  of  the 
former's  most  active  lieutenants.  It  is  hard- 

ly necessary  to  add  that  Senator  Fenton 
was  not  unappreciative  of  the  loyalty  and 
the  sterling  virtues  of  Henry  C.  Lake.  In- 

deed he  gave  numerous  evidences  of  his  es- 
teem, and  in  their  long  friendships  neither 

ever  found  the  other  wanting. 
As  a  member  of  the  Cities  Committee  Mr. 

Lake  made  many  valuable  friends.  Among 
his  colleagues  and  friends  were  Benjamin 
F.  Tracy,  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  Daniel  S. 
Dickinson,  T.  C.  Talicott,  Henry  J.  Raymond 
and  Thomas  G.  Alvord.  He  also  won  the 
confidence  and  retained  the  esteem  of  Hor- 

ace Greeley,  William  H.  Seward,  Thurlow 
Weed  and  many  others  among  the  noted 
men  of  that  day. 

Mr.  Lake  gave  to  the  Republican  Party 
nearly  twenty-five  years  of  active  service 
and  through  his  powers  of  organization  and 
his  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  he  con- 

tributed to  its  success,  not  only  in  Chautau- 
qua County  but  throughout  the  state.  In 

1872,  however,  as  a  Liberal  Republican  he 
supported  Horace  Greeley  for  President 
against  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  He  was  long  a 
member  of  the  Liberal  Republican  State 
Committee  and  held  for  several  years  the 
position  of  Weigher  in  the  New  York  Cus- 

tom House. 

After  this  slight  break  he  continued  a 
regular  Republican  to  the  end  and  was  ap- 

pointed by  Surveyor  Merritt  Assistant  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Port  of  New  York,  a  position 

he  honored  for  six  years. 
His  interests,  however,  were  not  confined 

to  politics.  Resourceful,  untiring  and  ener- 
getic, endowed  with  all  the  qualities  that 

give  value  to  citizenship,  he  added  mater- 

ially to  the  welfare  of  his  country.  He  was 
in  all  things  earnest,  forceful  and  enter- 

prising. He  was  long  a  director  of  the  Dun- 
kirk and  Fredonia  Railroad. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  temperance  and  to  his  political  in- 

fluence was  largely  due  the  location  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia.  It  was 
best  fitting,  therefore,  that  he  should  serve 
on  the  first  local  Board.  Also  as  Secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  he  found 
an  outlet  for  his  philanthropic  impulses  and 
gave  the  best  he  could  have  given — all  of himself. 

Mr.  Lake  married  in  1847  Miss  Margaret 
M.  Ames.  She  was,  besides  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother,  a  woman  of  many  graces  of 
character.  Of  high  intelligence,  dignified, 
tactful  and  of  rare  personal  charm  she  in- 

spired all  who  knew  her  and  the  memory  of 
her  sweet  helpfulness  is  still  a  power  for 

good. Of  their  three  children:  Clarence  H, 
Nellie  C.  and  Mary  M.  Lake,  the  last  named, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Frank  H.  Edmunds, 
a  druggist  in  Fredonia,  died  in  May,  1898. 

Mr.  Lake  was  an  uncle  of  Justice  John 
Woodward  of  Jamestown,  who,  early  left  an 
orphan,  with  his  brothers  and  his  sisters 
found  in  him  a  second  father  and  in  his 
household  a  second  home. 

Mr.  Lake  retained  his  great  physical  vigor 
until  a  few  days  before  his  end.  He  was 
a  man  of  even  temper,  firm  of  purpose  and 
of  unswerving  loyalty  in  all  the  relations  of 
life;  steadfast,  charitable  and  true.  The 
controlling  impulse  of  his  nature  was  his 
devotion  to  his  kin.  He  had,  to  a  remarka- 

ble degree,  that  strong  family  feeling  so 
characteristic  of  the  Lakes,  and  relationship 
was  ever  a  passport  to  his  bounty.  It  was 
his  greatest  pleasure  to  minister  to  the  hap- 

piness of  his  friends  and  neighbors  and  to 
anticipate  their  wants  both  large  and  small. 
In  his  public  as  well  as  in  his  private  life  he 
was  ever  the  model  citizen  as  well  as  the 
helpful  friend. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  which,  the  result 
of  an  unfortunate  accident,  occurred  on 

September  15,  1901 — the  day  following  the 
demise  of  President  McKinley,  Mr.  Lake 

was  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  The  even- 
ing of  his  days  was  passed  in  the  community 

so  long  the  scene  of  his  labors  and  his 
hopes,  in  the  beautiful  Village  of  Fredonia, 
loved  of  many,  esteemed  of  all,  he  died, 
gray  in  years  and  full  of  honors,  and  ended 
as  he  had  lived  "an  honest  man  the  noblest 

work  of  God." 
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CLARENCE  H.  LAKE. 

Clarence  H.  Lake,  son  of  Henry  C,  has 
like  his  father,  given  a  large  part  of  his  life 
to  public  affairs.  He  has  held  important 
positions  of  trust  and  filled  them  with  credit 
and  with  distinction. 
He  was  born  at  Charlotte  Center  on  the 

20th  of  November,  1851.  While  yet  a  boy 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Fredonia.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  in  the  Fredonia  Academy,  and  in 
the  Polytechnic  Institute  of  Brooklyn.  Re- 

turning to  his  native  county  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Dunkirk  and  later 
joined  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of 
pumps. 

In  the  early  eighties  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff  for  Fredonia  and  the  sur- 

rounding district  a  position  which  he  filled 
with  so  much  credit  that  at  the  end  of  his 
term  he  was  advanced  to  the  place  of  Under 
Sheriff.  Three  years  later  he  was  nominat- 

ed, on  the  first  ballot,  by  the  Republicans 
of  Chautauqua  County,  in  convention  as- 

sembled, for  Sheriff.  At  the  time  of  his 
election  to  this  important  office  he  was 
only  thirty-four  years  of  age — the  youngest 
Sheriff  in  the  state.  While  an  incumbent 
of  this  position  his  administrative  abilities 
and  excellent  executive  powers  won  him 
high  praise. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  Mr.  Lake 
moved  with  his  family  to  Jamestown  where 
he  became  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Chautau- 

qua County  National  Bank.  At  present  he 
is  financial  clerk  in  the  Jamestown  Post 
Office. 

Soon  after  moving  to  Jamestown  Mr.  Lake 
was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from 
the  First  Ward  and  served  in  that  capacity 
two  years.  He  was  also  for  three  years  a 
representative  of  the  City  of  Jamestown 
on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Chautauqua 
County. 

He  has  the  same  devotion  and  loyalty  to 
his  kindred  that  characterized  his  father. 
This,  indeed,  is  a  quality  deeply  imbedded 
in  the  Lake  family. 

Like  his  father,  too,  Clarence  H.  Lake 
has  ever  proved  himself  an  enthusiastic  Re- 

publican. His  time  and  services  have  been 
freely  given  to  the  promotion  of  its  prin- 

ciples and  to  the  success  of  its  candidates. 
A  large  personal  acquaintance  has  been  of 
great  aid  to  him  as  an  active  worker  in  the 
field.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  both 
the  Republican  County  and  Jamestown  City 
Committees. 

Clarence  H.  Lake  was  married  in  Fre- 
donia in  June,  1875,  to  Belle  E.  Webster. 

They  had  two  children,  Francis  Webster 
and  Howard  Clarence.  The  former,  born 
in  Fredonia  April  30,  1876,  was  graduated 
from  the  Jamestown  High  School  in  1893 
and  from  the  Leland  Stanford  Junior  Uni- 

versity of  California  in  1897.  His  untimely 
death  in  the  same  year  ended  what  prom- 

ised to  be  a  brilliant  career. 

HOWARD  C.  LAKE. 

Howard  C.  Lake,  grandson  of  Henry  C, 
was  born  in  Fredonia  April  3,  1881.  The 

greater  part  of  his  early  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools  of  Jamestown. 

In  1899  he  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School,  being  President  of  his  class. 
The  following  year  he  served  as  a  re- 

porter on  the  staff  of  the  Jamestown  Even- 
ing Journal.  He  then  entered  Cornell  Uni- 

versity where  he  took  a  four  years'  course, 
combining  with  his  legal  studies  the  allied 
branches  of  history  and  economics.  He 
was  graduated  from  Cornell  in  1904. 

During  the  Presidential  campaign  of  that 
year  he  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Jamestown 
Republican  Club.  Having  charge  of  its 
headquarters  he  was  responsible  for  a  large 
part  of  the  campaign  detail  of  that  city. 

In  November  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Lake 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  state  and 
thereupon  began  the  practice  of  law  and  is 
now  holding  an  important  position  in  the 

legal  department  of  the  New  York  City  Rail- 
way Company.  Being  a  young  man  of  great 

application  and  of  unusual  natural  endow- 
ments his  friends  forsee  for  him  a  great 

future. 

WILLIS  D.  LEET. 

Willis  D.  Leet  of  Fredonia  was  born  on 

the  farm  that  is  now  Point  Chautauqua,  Oc- 
tober 29,  1S5G,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Leet, 

who  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County  in  1818. 
He  is  a  grandson  of  Captain  Anson  Leet  who 
settled  in  the  county  in  1811  and  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  William  Leet,  the  first  Co- 

lonial Governor  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Leet 
began  his  education  in  the  public  school  at 
Dewittville,  afterward  attending  the  May- 
ville  Union  School,  and  finished  with  a 

course  of  instruction  in  Eastman's  Business 
College  at  Poughkeepsie.  In  1877  he  began 
his  active  business  career  by  starting  a  gen- 

eral store  at  Point  Chautauqua  in  company 
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with  his  brother,  G.  E.  Leet,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Leet  Brothers.  In  1881  the  broth- 

ers purchased  a  store  at  Mayville  and  con- 
ducted the  two  establishments  until  1889. 

On  February  20,  1884,  Mr.  Leet  was  married 
to  Miss  Carrie  L.  White,  daughter  of  Horace 
White,  at  Laona.  Mr.  Leet  resided  at  May- 

ville until  188y  when,  having  disposed  of  his 
business  interests  at  both  Mayville  and  Point 
Chautauqua,  he  moved  to  Laona  and  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  White  Brothers  & 

Leet,  in  the  tanning  business,  which  busi- 
ness was  discontinued  in  1904. 

Mr.  Leet  is  the  father  of  six  children: 
Arthur,  Willis  D.  Jr.,  Harvey  E.,  Horace 
W.,  Phedora  F.  and  Richard  G. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has 
been  honored  by  his  party  with  public 
office.  From  1884  to  1887  he  held  the  posi- 

tion of  County  Treasurer  and  from  1892  to 
1898  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  from  the  Town  of  Pomfret. 

HOMER  GLENN  HUNTLEY. 

Homer  Glenn  Huntley  of  47  Day  Street, 
Fredonia,  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  to 
the  time  of  the  landing  of  Pilgrims  on  the 

"bleak  New  England  shore,"  being  on  the 
paternal  side  a  grandson  of  Isaac  Huntley, 
a  pioneer  of  Otsego  County  and  Sarah  Doty 
Huntley,  who  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
one  of  the  original  Mayflower  immigrants, 
and  on  the  maternal  side  a  grandson  of 
Havaliah  Farnsworth  and  Cynthia  Dille  (or 
Dillae)  Farnsworth,  who  were  early  settlers 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
March  11,  18G5,  obtained  the  rudiments  of 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  far  west 
graduated  from  the  Minnesota  High  School 
and  came  east  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
Oberlin  College  at  Oberlin,  Ohio. 

Like  many  another  Mr.  Huntley  did  not 

have  an  over  abundance  of  this  world's 
goods  but  he  was  ambitious  and  persever- 

ing and  his  struggles  to  obtain  an  education 
are  worthy  of  mention.  He  prepared  him- 

self for  entrance  to  the  High  School  at 
Ortonville,  Minnesota,  by  night  study  after 
hard  days  of  work  on  a  farm,  and  with  this 
preparation  he  passed  the  necessary  exam- 

inations and  by  diligent  application  com- 
pleted the  prescribed  four  years'  classical 

course  in  two  years,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Oberlin  College  but  was  compelled  by 
ill  health  to  discontinue  his  studies  after 
attending  a  single  year. 

In  1888  Mr.  Huntley  learned  stenography, 
which  profession  proved  a  valuable  aid  in 
working  his  way  through  college  and  has 
since  been  useful  in  connection  with  other 
office  work. 

After  leaving  Oberlin  Mr.  Huntley  filled 
various  clerical  positions  in  Conneaut,  Ohio, 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  Jamestown,  New 
York,  and  in  1898  he  was  appointed  western 
manager  of  the  Keyless  Lock  Company  of 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  with  headquarters  at 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Early  in  1S99  he 
became  connected  with  the  canning  indus- 

try at  Fredonia  as  office  man,  and  in  1901 
he  became  associated  with  the  Fredonia  Pre- 

serving Company  of  Fredonia,  of  which  cor- 
poration he  was  the  first  Secretary  and  is 

now  Assistant  Manager. 

HOMER  GLENN  HUNTLEY 

Mr.  Huntley  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Myrtle  Dell  Gillespie  at  Conneaut, 
Ohio,  September  7,  1893.  They  have  one 
child,  Newton  Edgar.  Mr.  Huntley  has 

never  sought  political  office.  "I  have  never 
had  any  aspirations  of  a  political  nature 

other  than  exercising  my  right  of  franchise," 
said  he  simply  in  speaking  of  his  career. 
Mr.  Huntley  is  a  member  of  Chautauqua 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
Star    of    the    West    Encampment;  Forest 
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Lodge,  No.  166,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  Dunkirk  Chapter,  No.  191,  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  He  takes  an  interest  in  religious 
work,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Fredonia. 

CHAUNCEY  ABBEY. 

Chauncey  Abbey,  President  of  the  Fre- 
donia National  Bank  in  1882,  until  his  death 

September  14,  1894,  was  one  of  that  honor- 
able and  distinctive  class  called  "self-made" 

men,  who  fought  the  battle  of  life  to  finan- 
cial success  by  their  own  energy  and  skill. 

He  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Virgil,  Cort- 
land County,  New  York,  April  1,  1815,  and 

was  the  son  of  David  and  Hannah  (Woods) 
Abbey.  He  was  of  New  England  ancestry, 
and  his  grandfathers,  John  Abbey  and 
Nathan  Woods,  were  both  of  English  des- 

cent and  served  in  the  Continental  armies 
during  the  Revolutionary  struggle  of  the 
Thirteen  Colonies  for  independence.  His 
father,  David  Abbey,  was  a  native  of  Bel- 

lows Falls,  Connecticut,  and  married  Han- 

nah Woods,  of  Bennington,  "Vermont,  after 
which  he  came  to  New  York,  where  he  set- 

tled in  the  Town  of  Villenova  (now  Ark- 
wright)  in  1821.  He  was  a  farmer  in  mod- 

erate circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  death 

in  1876,  when  he  was  in  the  eighty-seventh 
year  of  his  age. 

Chauncey  Abbey  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm  and  attended  the  ordinary 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  in  which  he 
received  a  limited  education  in  the  common 
school  branches  excepting  mathematics,  in 
this  science  he  became  quite  proficient. 
Leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming  which 
he  followed  successfully  for  sixty  years  on 
his  Arkwright  farm  of  one  hundred  ninety- 
six  acres.  Besides  general  farming  he  was 
engaged  extensively  for  many  years  in 
stock-dealing. 

Mr.  Abbey's  first  business  ventures  were 
when  quite  young,  and  were  in  cattle.  He 
soon  learned  that  he  could  acquire  more  by 
using  his  brains  than  his  hands.  After  some 
small  ventures  he  went  to  Ellicott  with  a 
view  of  purchasing  of  Mr.  Prendergast  the 
large  herd  of  cattle  which  he  annually  had 
for  sale.  He  looked  so  young  that  Mr.  Pren- 

dergast advised  him  not  to  be  ambitious  and 

take  the  drover's  hazards,  but  to  be  content 
with  the  sure  and  moderate  gains  of  the 
farmer.  The  interview  ended  by  the  pur- 

chase of  the  entire  herd  by  the  beardless 
young  man.    He  cleared  over  one  thousand 

dollars  from  this  trade.  He  many  times 

afterwards  purchased  Mr.  Prendergast's  cat- 
tle, but  never  received  his  advice  again. 

He  was  an  extensive  dealer  in  cattle.  For 
many  years  the  product  of  most  farms  in 
the  county  were  centered  in  the  annual 
herd  of  steers.  There  was  hardly  a  grazing 
farm  in  the  county  which  Mr.  Abbey  did 
not  some  time  visit.  He  imported  cattle 
largely  from  the  west,  to  replenish  Chautau- 

qua dairies.  His  judgment  in  determining 
the  weight  of  cattle  was  nearly  as  accurate 
as  the  scales.  He  found  markets  for  cattle 

at  home  and  abroad.  He  soon  acquired  cap- 
ital so  as  to  be  a  money  lender  and  a  pur- 

chaser of  commercial  paper  and  other  se- 
curities. He  was  practically  a  banker  for 

whole  townships,  in  which  no  higher  secur- 
ity was  known  than  his  word.  He  became 

acquainted  with  the  forms  of  business,  drew 
wills,  settled  estates,  cared,  as  guardian, 
for  investments  for  minors.  Hundreds 
sought  and  profited  by  his  advice  in  all  the 
emergencies  of  life,  and  it  was  always  freely 
given.  In  1855  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  Arkwright,  and  he  served  the  town  ably 
and  faithfully  in  that  position  tor  eight 

years. 
In  1856  he  and  S.  M.  Clement,  with  oth- 

ers, were  mainly  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  Fredonia  Bank  which,  in  1865,  became 
the  Fredonia  National  Bank,  of  which  Mr. 
Abbey  was  President  for  twelve  years.  He 
was  a  heavy  stockholder  and  a  prominent 
director  in  the  old  as  well  as  the  new  bank, 
and  in  their  management  his  good  judgment 
and  safe  business  methods  added  much  to 

their  uniform  success  and  general  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Abbey  presents  a  marked  character 
to  analyze.  He  was  a  keen  observer  of  men. 
To  the  man  struggling  manfully  with  advers- 

ity his  strong  arm  was  outstretched,  but 
drones  and  adventurers,  wasters  of  fortunes 
and  opportunities,  and  betrayers  of  trusts 
never  successfully  applied  to  him.  He  was 
a  bold,  energetic,  self-reliant  man,  following 
more  than  most  men  the  suggestions  of  his 
own  judgment  and  conscience.  He  listened 
to  others  but  decided  for  himself.  He  gen- 

erously aided  every  public  enterprise  to 
make  men  better  and  happier.  He  had  the 
frankness  and  geniality  that  attached  to 
him  his  business  associates  and  neighbors. 
In  a  business  career  of  more  than  sixty 
years  his  integrity  was  never  questioned.  He 
faithfully  discharged  every  trust  confided  in 
him.    He  was  a  wise  man  from  the  lessons 
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of  life,  and  the  book  of  nature  to  him  was 
ever  open. 

Mr.  Abbey  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Chase,  the  daughter  of  a  pioneer. 
All  three  of  his  children  were  born  of  that 
marriage.  After  the  decease  of  his  first 
wife  he  married  Esther  Allen  whom  he  sur- 

vived. His  three  daughters,  upon  whom  he 
lavished  his  affections,  were  Rosie  E.,  the 
widow  of  Manley  M.  Sessions;  Etta  E.,  the 
wife  of  Hon.  Warren  B.  Hooker;  and  Miss 
Rubie  L.  Abbey,  who  made  a  pleasant  and 
happy  home  for  her  father  in  his  declining 
years. 

NELSON  J.  PALMER. 

Nelson  J.  Palmer,  one  of  the  leading  at- 
torneys of  Northern  Chautauqua,  was  born 

in  Fredonia  March  15,  1874.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Fredonia  schools,  graduating 

NELSON  J.  PALMER 

from  the  State  Normal  School  in  1S90.  He 
then  entered  the  Buffalo  University  and 
graduated  from  the  institution  in  1S99  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  July, 
1899,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  com- 

menced the  practice  of  law  at  Fredonia  in 
partnership   with   William   S.   Stearns,  un- 

der the  firm  name  of  Stearns  &  Palmer. 
He  remained  at  Fredonia  until  November, 
1902,  when  he  removed  to  Dunkirk  and 
opened  an  office  by  himself. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  married  June  10,  1903, 
at  Fredonia.  His  bride  was  Miss  Katherine 
Gertrude  Washington.  They  have  one  son, 
Robert  Nelson  Palmer.  Mr.  Palmer  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church;  Forest 
Lodge,  1GG,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Dunkirk  Chapter,  191,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Olympia  Lodge,  602,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows;  Dunkirk  Lodge,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  922,  and  Dun- 

kirk Lodge,  Royal  Arcanum.  That  Mr.  Pal- 
mer enjoys  in  a  high  degree  the  confidence 

and  respect  of  the  community  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that  he  has  been  the 

attorney  for  the  Village  of  Fredonia  since 
1902,  and  still  holds  that  responsible  posi- 

tion. Mr.  Palmer's  great  grandfather  was 
Amos  Palmer,  his  grandfather  was  Alvinza 
Palmer  and  his  father  George  H.  Palmer. 

GAIUS  M.  TREMAINE,  JR. 

Conspicuous  on  the  list  of  the  prominent 
people  of  Pomfret  Township,  may  be  men- 

tioned the  name  of  Gaius  M.  Tremaine,  Jr., 
who  was  born  in  the  Village  of  Fredonia 
March  1.3,  1872,  and  who  has  remained  a 
resident  of  the  town  to  the  present  date, 
residing  in  the  same  house  in  which  his  birth 
occurred.  His  parents,  Gaius  M.  and  Eunice 
D.  Tremaine,  removed  to  Fredonia  in  April, 
18G4  and  may  therefore  justly  lay  claim  to 

the  title  of  "old  residents." 
"When  did  your  education  commence?" 

questioned  the  biographer  of  Mr.  Tremaine. 

"At  birth,"  he  replied.  From  which  state- 
ment it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  something  of 

a  humorist  although  further  questioning 
elicited  the  fact  that  his  education  was 
completed  in  the  Fredonia  Normal  School, 
Houghton  Seminary  anil  the  Erie  Commer- 

cial College.  His  business  career  com- 
menced in  January,  1895,  when  he  engaged 

in  the  insurance  business  with  his  father. 
For  two  years  Mr.  Tremaine  served  on 

the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Village  of  Fre- 
donia— an  important  position,  for  Fredonia 

is  one  of  the  model  villages  of  the  state — 
and  for  six  years  he  has  been  a  valued  mem- 

ber of  the  Chautauqua  County  Hoard  of 
Supervisors. 

Air.  Tremaine  has  always  taken  an  inter- 
est in  religious  and  fraternal  work.    He  is 
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a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Fredonia  and  also  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd 
Fellow  lodges  of  the  village  as  well  as  the 
Fenner  Hose  Company. 

On  June  28,  1893,  Mr.  Tremaine  and  Miss 
Isabelle  D.  Bowyer  were  married  at  Fre- 

donia.   They  have  three  children. 

H.  A.  CLARK. 

H.  Archibold  Clark,  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  Fredonia,  was  born  at  Fredonia 
October  2,  1871,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  Henry 
and  Mary  (Morgan)  Clark.  His  grandpar- 

ents, on  his  father's  side  were  Harmanus 

H.  A.  CLARK 

C.  and  Mehitiable  Clark  and  were  early  set- 
tlers in  Chautauqua  County. 

Mr.  Clark  obtained  his  education  at  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Fredonia  State 
Normal  School.  Having  finished  his  course 
of  instruction  in  the  last  named  institution 
of  learning  he.  in  the  fall  of  1892  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Lor- 

enzo Morris,  at  Fredonia.  He  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  November,  189G,  and  in  the 
same  month  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
Arthur  R.  Moore,  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 

fession in  his  native  village,  under  the  firm 

name  of  Moore  &  Clark.  The  firm  continued 
in  existence  until  January  1,  1898,  when  it 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent  and  since 
that  time  Mr.  Clark  has  continued  the  prac- 

tice of  law  alone. 

STEPHEN   M.  CLEMENT. 

Stephen  M.  Clement,  whose  death  oc- 
curred September  29,  1892,  was  for  more 

than  two  generations  a  prominent  man  in 
the  commercial,  social  and  religious  life  of 
Fredonia  and  Buffalo.  As  a  youth  he  dis- 

played those  characteristics  of  integrity 
and  sound  judgment  that  marked  his  later 
career,  and  gained  for  him  surpassing  in- 

fluence and  power.  Calm,  dispassionate, 
level-headed,  courteous  and  firm  withal,  he 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  quali- 

ties requisite  for  the  responsible  duties  that 
devolve  upon  a  banker  and  trustee  of  other 

people's  funds. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  upon  his  father's 

farm  in  the  Town  of  Manlius,  New  York, 

and  his  education  was  such  as  farmers'  sons 
in  bygone  days  were  accustomed  to  secure 
in  the  winter  district  schools.  At  sixteen 
he  went  to  work  as  a  clerk  in  a  general 
store,  contributing  from  his  wages  to  the 
support  of  the  family,  and  laying  aside  small 
sums  against  the  day  when  he  could  go  into 
business  for  himself.  This  opportunity 
came  three  years  later,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  another  young  man  to  con- 

duct a  general  country  store.  The  venture 
was  successful,  but  the  limitations  of  the 
business  were  obvious,  and  Mr.  Clement  soon 
went  to  Camden,  New  York,  to  work  as  a 
salesman  for  two  years  in  a  large  dry  goods 
house.  He  afterwards  filled  a  similar  po- 

sition in  Rome,  New  York.  In  1850  Mr. 
Clement  moved  to  Fredonia,  wrhere  he  con- 

ducted a  general  store.  His  two  brothers 
were  associated  with  him  in  the  enterprise, 
and  he  eventually  disposed  of  the  business 
to  them.  It  was  now  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
that  he  began  his  career  as  banker — a  career 
to  which  his  tastes  and  temperament  nat- 

urally led  him,  and  for  which  his  business 
life  up  to  this  point  had  been  but  the  train- 

ing and  preparation.  After  a  year's  experi- 
ence as  cashier  in  a  private  bank,  he  estab- 

lished the  Fredonia  Bank  (subsequently  or- 
ganized as  the  Fredonia  National  Bank), 

and  was  its  active  manager,  first  as  cashier 
till  1X07.  and  then  as  President  until  1881. 
In  1SG9  he  became  the  cashier  and  manager 
of  the  Marine  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  in  L88] 
was  elected  its  President,  holding  this  posi- 



920 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

tion  until  his  death.  He  was  also  President 

of  the  Bankers'  Association  of  Buffalo,  and 
of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Dun- 

kirk; and  a  director  of  the  National  Bank 
of  North  America  of  New  York  City,  and  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Fairbault,  Min- 
nesota. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Fredonia  Mr. 
Clement  established  an  enviable  reputation. 
He  held  the  unreserved  confidence  of  all 

who  came  in  contact  with  him,  proving  him- 
self a  wise  and  trustworthy  financier,  free 

from  any  speculative  tendency.  He  shaped 
his  conduct,  not  to  secure  personal  aggran- 

dizement, but  to  co-operate  in  the  develop- 
ment and  welfare  of  the  entire  community. 

He  was  pre-eminently  a  man  of  conscience, 
with  no  variable  standard  of  honesty,  but 
equally  rigorous  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
United  with  this  quality,  he  had  a  kind  heart 
and  active  sympathies,  and  his  counsel  and 
assistance  were  never  sought  in  vain.  It 
was  but  natural,  therefore,  that  his  depart- 

ure from  Fredonia  drew  from  all  classes  of 
citizens  expressions  of  genuine  regret. 

Mr.  Clement's  life  in  Buffalo  covered  a 
period  of  nearly  twenty-four  years.  They 
were  busy  years,  filled  with  devotion  to 
duty,  in  business,  home  and  church.  He 
did  not  allow  the  banking  counter  to  shut 
out  his  view  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  He 

was  not  a  money-making  machine,  but  a 
Christian  who  felt  the  responsibility  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  possession  of  large  means. 
He  gave  freely,  but  wisely  and  without  os- 

tentation. He  was  active  in  philanthropic 
and  educational  work,  and  ever  ready  to 
contribute  of  his  time  and  resources  for  the 
uplifting  of  mankind.  He  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  Com- 

missioner of  the  Auburn  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  represented  his  church  in  the 

Presbytery,  Synod  and  General  Assembly. 
His  religion  was  part  of  his  daily  life,  and 
even  in  the  midst  of  exciting  business  cares 
he  found  time  to  perform  his  duties  as  Trus- 

tee of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  and  of 
the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum,  and  as  Presi- 

dent of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  State 
Normal  School. 

Stephen  M.  Clement's  life  may  be  best 
summed  up  in  the  statement  that  he  was 
indeed  a  practical  Christian.  His  whole 
career  was  marked  by  the  utmost  honesty 
of  thought  and  purpose,  and  he  believed  a 
good  name  more  to  be  desired  than  great 
riches.  His  success  in  material  things,  how- 

ever, was  continuous  and  marked;  and  this 
success  was  won  worthily,  not  by  specula- 

tive ventures,  but  by  the  observance  of 
honest  principles,  by  a  thorough  mastery 
of  his  profession,  by  industry,  energy  and 
commanding  business  ability.  In  commer- 

cial and  in  moral  life  alike,  he  was  stead- 
fast in  his  purpose,  unswerving  in  his  integ- 
rity, true  to  his  responsibilities. 

Personal  chronology:  Stephen  M.  Cle- 
ment was  born  at  Manlius,  New  York,  Feb- 

ruary 2G,  1825;  was  educated  at  district 
schools,  conducted  a  general  store  in  Fre- 

donia, 1850-55;  organized  the  Fredonia  Bank 
in  185G,  and  was  President  of  the  same, 
18G7-81;  married  Sarah  B.  Leonard  of  De- 
Witt,  New  York,  November  3,  1851;  became 
cashier  and  manager  of  the  Marine  Bank, 
Buffalo,  in  18G9,  and  President  in  1881;  died 
September  29,  1892. 

A.  P.  CHESSMAN. 
A.  P.  Chessman,  one  of  the  prominent 

business  men  of  Fredonia,  was  born  at 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  September  4,  1867, 
His  father  was  Harry  Chessman,  his  mother 

Mary  E.,  daughter  of  the  late  Adam  Hers- 
perger  of  Mayville,  who  will  be  remembered 
as  the  founder  of  the  Chautauqua  Lake  Ice 
Company  at  Mayville  about  1870,  and  whose 
death  occurred  at  Pittsburg  in  1895. 

Mr.  Chessman  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Pittsburg  and  he  began  his 

business  career  with  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road in  the  general  offices  at  Pittsburg, 

coming  to  Mayville  in  1891  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Chautauqua  Lake  Mills,  and  in  1895  en- 

tering the  tSate  Bank  as  Assistant  Cashier. 
Subsequently  he  organized  a  bank  at  Sin- 
clairville  and  took  the  position  of  cashier, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  In  1899  he 
was  active  in  the  organizing  and  building 
of  the  Sinclairville  Canning  Company  and 
in  1903  consolidated  the  business  with 

that  of  the  Fredonia  Preserving  Com- 
pany, and  assumed  the  duties  of  director 

and  Vice  President  of  the  concern  which  is 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  Western 
New  York,  having  plants  at  Fredonia,  Silver 
Creek  and  Sinclairville,  Chautauqua  County 
and  Wilson,  Niagara  County. 

Notwithstanding  these  business  activities, 
Mr.  Chessman  finds  time  to  devote  to  pub- 

lic affairs,  as  will  be  readily  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  for  two  years  he  was  Presi- 

dent of  the  Village  of  Sinclairville  and  for 
several  years  Treasurer  of  the  village  and 
and  school  Board,  two  of  the  most  import- 

ant positions  which  his  fellow  townsmen 
have  to  bestow. 







A.  P.  CHESSMAN 



924 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  Chessman  is  a  member  of  the  various 
branches  of  Masonry  and  one  of  the  most 
popular  citizens  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resides. 

Mr.  Chessman  married  Miss  M.  Gertrude 

Bond,  daughter  of  Orlando  Bond  of  May- 
ville,  September  11,  1895. 

RALPH    H.  HALL. 

Ralph  H.  Hall  has  been  one  of  the  most 
extensive  farmers  and  providers  of  fat  cat- 

tle for  the  market  in  Northern  Chautauqua 
and  is  now  enjoying  a  hale  and  serene  old 
age,  surrounded  by  the  fruits  of  his  success. 
He  is  a  son  of  Ahira  and  Laura  (Palmer) 
Hall,  and  was  born  in  Portland,  this  county, 
November  3,  1821.  James  Hall,  his  grand- 

father, was  born  in  Upridge,  Massachusetts, 
April  19,  1757,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land  at  that  place 
which  he  tilled  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
July  29,  1835,  in  Croydon,  New  Hampshire. 
He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  fought  under  General  George 
Washington  throughout  that  world  famous 
struggle  for  the  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
man,  and  after  the  war  drew  a  pension. 
In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 

dist Episcopal  Church,  and  among  the  most 
influential.  James  Hall  was  married  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  to  Huldah  Cooper,  a  niece 
of  Roger  Sherman,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  by 
his  marriage  had  twelve  children:  Abijah, 
Ahira  (father),  Sherman,  James,  Carlton, 
Albina,  Lyman,  Chloe  (married  to  Menassah 
Sawyer),  Huldah  (married  Elijah  Darling), 
Dilla  (married  Benjamin  White),  Sarahj, 
(died  in  infancy),  and  an  infant.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  February  19, 
1847,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  was  bur- 

ied at  Croydon,  New  Hampshire.  John  Pal- 
mer, who  was  the  maternal  grandfather  of 

Ralph  H.  Hall,  was  born  in  Tolland,  Conn., 
in  1755,  and  when  quite  a  young  man  moved 
to  Charlotte,  Vermont,  where  he  took  up 
a  large  track  of  land  which  he  cleared  and 
improved  until  his  death  in  1835.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
George  Washington  and  was  awarded  a 
pension.  In  religion  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  which  he  was  a  dea- 

con for  several  years.  John  Palmer  was 
married  to  Ruth  Chapman,  by  whom  he 
had  ten  children:  John,  James,  William, 
Chapman,  Malinda  (who  married  Zemri 
Hill),  Abigail  (who  married  Edward  Allen), 

Laura  (mother),  Ruth  (who  married  Annuas 
Jones),  Charlotte  and  Lovica.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1827,  aged  sixty 
years.  Ahira  Hall  (father)  was  born  in 
Croydon,  New  Hampshire,  December  21, 
1784,  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  he 

was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Charlotte,  Vermont,  where  he  re- 

mained but  a  few  years  when  he  removed 
to  Massena,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New 
York,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  1812,  he  was 
among  the  first  to  be  drafted  and  served 
throughout  the  war.  His  wife  determined 
not  to  stay  alone  in  this  wilderness,  packed 
all  the  effects  she  could  upon  a  horse,  and 
buried  all  else  in  the  ground,  and  with  her 

three  children  returned  to  her  father's 
home  in  Vermont.  In  October,  1815,  after 

the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Hall  came  to  Chau- 
tauqua County,  journeying  thirty-one  days 

through  the  wilderness,  and  occupied  a  log 
house  owned  by  Abel  Palmer,  located  in 
now  what  is  the  Town  of  Portland.  In 

politics  Mr.  Hall  was  a  Whig,  and  for  four- 
teen consecutive  years  was  elected  Justice 

of  the  Peace  on  that  ticket.  He  was  a  man 

of  uncommon  ability  and  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community.  In  religion  he 

was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  also  steward  for  a 

long  time.  Ahira  Hall  was  married  in  Char- 
lotte, Vermont,  October  18,  1807,  to  Laura 

Palmer,  by  whom  he  had  fourteen  children: 
Ezra,  died  in  infancy;  John,  a  farmer  in 
Fredonia,  who  married  Mrs.  Jane  Ann  Mil- 

ler; Albina,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  who 
married  Nancy  Quigley;  Ruth,  who  married 
Richard  Reynolds,  a  farmer  in  Portland; 
James,  a  physician  in  Portland,  who  married 
Caroline  Herrick;  Laura,  married  to  Charles 
Fay,  a  farmer  in  Portland;  Samuel,  a  far- 

mer in  Pomfret,  married  to  Miranda  Kip; 
Ralph  H.,  subject;  Nancy,  married  to  Henry 
Flint,  a  farmer  in  Portland;  Livia,  married 

John  T.  Green,  a  retired  merchant  of  Sher- 
man; Lodoiska,  married  William  Martin,  a 

farmer  in  Portland;  Sarah,  married  John 
Merritt  of  Silver  Creek;  Jane,  married  Frank 
D.  Ellis,  an  undertaker  in  Forestville,  and 
Chloe,  died  in  infancy.  Ahira  Hall  died  Feb- 

ruary 24,  1858,  aged  seventy-four,  and  was 
buried  at  Brocton,  and  his  widow  died  De- 

cember 18,  1863,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
Ralph  H.  Hall  was  educated  in  the  public 

schools  of  Portland,  Westfield,  and  attended 
the  High  School  at  Jamestown  and  the 
Academy  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  for  several 
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terms.  After  leaving  school  in  1842,  he  be- 
came a  teacher  and  taught  twelve  terms, 

being  Principal  of  a  school  in  Westfield  one 
year,  and  two  years  at  Silver  Creek.  He 

exchanged  the  pedagogue's  chair  for  the 
business  of  a  cattle  broker,  and  continued 
in  the  latter  vocation  until  1870.  In  1852 
he  and  his  brother  John  bought  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  twenty-five  acres  of  land  in 
Pomfret,  and  added  to  it  until  they  had 
reared  and  fattened  their  cattle  for  market. 
In  1897  Mr.  Hall  was  elected  President  of 
the  Fredonia  National  Bank  which  position 
he  now  holds,  he  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Oswego  National  Bank  of  Oswego,  Kansas, 
until  it  was  sold  out.  In  religion  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Fredonia,  in  which  he  has  always  held 
some  office,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Control  of  Allegheny  College,  at  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  In  1880  he  was  a  dele- 

gate to  the  general  conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

He  has  aided  in  building  two  churches  on 
the  frontier  through  the  Church  Extension 
Society,  one  in  Nebraska  and  the  other  in 
Dakota.  He  has  also  just  completed  the 
erection  of  a  beautiful  white  brick  and  stone 
building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fay 
Streets  in  the  Village  of  Brocton  at  a  cost 
of  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  present- 

ed the  same  to  the  Town  of  Portland,  to  be 
used  as  a  free  public  library,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
This  institution  is  to  be  known  as  the 

"Ahira  Hall  Memorial  Library,"  and  was 
erected  by  Mr.  Hall  as  a  memorial  to  his 
father,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  very  prominent  in  town  affairs.  The 
people  for  whom  this  building  was  erected, 
highly  appreciate  this  magnificent  gift,  and 
have  by  a  vote  of  the  taxpayers,  made  a 
perpetual  appropriation  for  its  support  and 
maintenance.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  very  intelligent, 
agreeable  man  and  very  highly  respected 
by  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
Ralph  H.  Hall  was  married  March  29, 

1852,  to  Caroline  J.  Hall,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Ruth  (Hall)  Hall,  of  Newport,  New 
Hampshire,  her  father  being  a  farmer  there. 
Mrs.  Hall  died  February  21,  1891.  This  mar- 

riage resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  son,  Julian 
Hawthorne,  who  died  in  infancy. 

JOHN    E.  MATTESON. 

John  E.  Matteson,  son  of  Eason  Matteson, 
an  early  settler  of  Chautauqua  County,  was 
born  January  16,  1820,  and  died  January  31, 

1897,  after  a  long  and  useful  life.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age  young  Matteson  went 
to  Buffalo  where  he  boarded  a  vessel  and 
sailed  on  the  Great  Lakes  for  a  time,  after 
which  he  took  longer  voyages  across  the 
Atlantic  and  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  For 
sixteen  years  he  followed  seafaring;  the  last 
voyage  he  made  the  vessel  he  was  on  was 
shipwrecked  off  the  coast  of  one  of  the 
southern  states  and  he  with  Captain  Rice 
were  the  only  ones  of  the  crew  that  were 
saved.  They  sold  the  cargo  after  which 
Mr.  Matteson  returned  to  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty and  purchased  a  farm  in  the  Town  of 
Cherry  Creek.  He  married  in  1850  Mar- 

garet Ann  Carl,  daughter  of  William  Carl, 
also  an  early  settler,  who  died  May  15, 
1853.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  sold 
his  farm  and  lived  with  his  brother  James 
for  seventeen  years  or  until  the  marriage 
of  his  daughter  when  he  made  his  home 
with  her  winters  and  boarded  at  other 
places  during  the  summer  months.  He  was 
a  man  of  good  qualities,  honest,  upright  and 
shrewd  in  all  his  business  transactions.  His 

occupation  was  mostly  in  handling  real  es- 
tate and  loans. 

MARGARET  A.  CHAMPLIN. 

Margaret  A.  Champlin,  daughter  of  John 
E.  and  Margaret  Ann  (Carl)  Matteson,  was 
born  May  13,  1853,  and  died  April  27,  1900. 
She  married  Stephen  J.  Champlin  October 
19,  1S7G. 

STEPHEN  J.  CHAMPLIN. 

Stephen  J.  Champlin,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Eliza  (James)  Champlin,  was  born  January 
11,  1851,  at  Narragansett  Pier,  Rhode  Island, 
and  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children. 
Mr.  Champlin  removed  with  his  parents  in 
1857  to  New  Albion,  New  York,  where  he 
lived  on  a  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age,  when  he  embarked  in  the  produce 
and  commission  business  in  Easton  and 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  This  business 
he  followed  for  two  years  when  he  returned 
to  his  home  and  married  Margaret  A.  Matte- 

son, October  19,  1876.  Soon  after  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  Conewango  Valley  and 

remained  there  where  he  was  successful 
until  December,  1898,  when  he  removed  to 
Fredonia  and  purchased  a  home  on  Center 
Street,  where  he  now  resides.  His  children 
are:  DeForest,  born  April  5,  1879,  married 
R.  Dolphine  Kelley  July  28,  1901;  Maud  E., 
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born  August  1,  1880;  W.  Carl,  born  June  20, 
1883;  Margaret  Anna,  born  June  7,  1890, 
she  died  June  7,  1891;  Edna  Julia,  born 
September  10,  1S94. 

Mr.  Champlin  was  always  a  prosperous 
farmer.  He  married  again  August  3,  1904, 
Lucy  S.  Blaisdell. 

MARGARET  A.  CHAMPLIN 

MAUD  E.  CHAMPLIN 

MAUD  E.  CHAMPLIN. 

Maud  E.  Champlin.  daughter  of  Stephen 
J.  and  Margaret  A.  (Matteson)  Champlin. 
was  born  August  1,  1SS0.  Miss  Champlin 
entered  the  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  tak. 
ing  a  course  in  painting  and  drawing  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1903. 



PORTLAND. 

The  Town  of  Portland,  as  originally 

laid  out,  comprised  the  present  Towns 
of  Portland,  Westfield  and  Ripley  and 
was  taken  from  Chautauqua  by  an  act 

passed  April  9,  1813,  which  act  defined 

its  boundaries.  The  original  land  pur- 
chases began  in  1804,  and  settlement 

in  that  part  of  the  county  was  so  rapid 

that  in  181 5  discussion  began  regarding 
a  plan  of  division  of  townships,  for  the 
more  convenient  transaction  of  busi- 

ness. Accordingly  on  March  1,  1816, 
the  Legislature  passed  an  act  creating 
the  Town  of  Ripley,  including  all  the 
territory  lying  west  of  Chautauqua 
Creek.  In  1829  the  Town  of  Westfield 

was  defined,  with  its  present  boundaries, 
leaving  to  Portland  the  territory  within 

the  east  and  west  lines  of  range  thir- 
teen. It  has  an  area  of  twenty  thousand 

seven  hundred  forty-nine  forty-five  one 
hundredths  acres.  It  is  bounded  on  the 

north  by  Lake  Erie,  on  the  east  by 
Pomfret,  on  the  south  by  Stockton  and 

Chautauqua  and  on  the  west  by  West- 
field.  The  length  of  the  eastern  bound- 

ary is  seven  miles,  fifteen  rods;  of  the 
southern,  six  miles  two  hundred  fort} 
rods;  the  western,  four  miles  two  bun 

dred  forty-four  rods,  and  the  northern: 

eight  miles,  sixty-two  rods.  The  soil 
is  a  clay  and  gravelly  loam.  Two  or 
three  miles  back  from  the  lake,  the  sur- 

face is  gently  undulating  or  level.  The 
elevation  of  the  hilly  ridge  of  the  central 
and  western  parts  which  forms  part  of 
the  watershed  between  the  Mississippi 

and  St.  Lawrence  Valleys,  is  one  thous- 
and to  two  thousand  feet  above  Lake 

Erie.  Most  of  the  shore  is  a  gravelly 
beach,  but  a  portion  is  a  rocky  bluff, 

thirty  to  fifty  feet  high.  The  streams, 
most  of  which  arise  in  the  highlands  of 
the  town  and  flow  into  the  lake,  are 

small  in  extent.  Slippery  Rock  Creek, 

the  largest  of  these,  rises  in  the  south- 
east part  of  the  town  and  in  the  Town 

of  Pomfret,  flows  northwesterly,  pass- 
ing a  short  distance  east  of  Brocton, 

empties  into  the  lake  two  miles  below 
that  village.  The  Little  Chautauqua 

Creek  rises  in  Chautauqua,  enters  Port- 
land two  miles  from  its  southwest  cor- 

ner, where  it  again  curves  into  Chau- 
tauqua and  forms  a  confluence  with  the 

principal  branch  of  the  Chautauqua,  a 
short  way  south  of  Westfield  Village. 
Of  the  soil  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  history 
of  Portland,  says  of  the  upland  region : 

"On  this  ridge  the  soil  is  mostly  a  heavy 
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clay  loam,  but  well  adapted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  agriculture,  the  south  part  more 

especially  for  grazing  and  dairying,  and 
the  north  for  grain  and  fruit  growing. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  its  value 

for  the  purposes  of  general  agriculture 
from  the  fact  that  the  State  Assessors 

have  placed  it  in  the  first  of  the  four 
classes  into  which  the  towns  of  the 

county  have  been  divided  by  them; 
there  being  but  three  others  in  the  same 

class,  viz.,  Hanover,  Pomfret  and  Sheri- 
dan ;  and  no  one  stands  in  advance  of  it 

in  the  average  valuation  of  real  estate 

considered  with  reference  to  the  pur- 

poses named."  The  climate  is  mild  and 
salubrious  and  not  marked  by  extremes 

of  temperature,  the  lake  breezes  tem- 
pering the  atmosphere. 

James  Dunn,  who  came  from  Lycom 

ing  County,  near  Meadville,  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  the  first  settler  in  Portland. 

The  Holland  Land  Company's  records 
give  the  date  of  his  purchase  of  land  as 

May  31,  1804,  although  it  is  said  he  did 
not  become  a  resident  there  until  the 

following  year.  He  bought  on  what 
were  afterwards  designated  as  lots 

twenty-five,  thirty,  thirty-one,  thirty- 
four  and  thirty-five,  his  purchases  com- 

prising about  eleven  hundred  acres  near 

the  center  of  the  town.  The  whole  pur- 
chase now  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  Buf- 

falo &  Erie  Road  for  about  two  miles. 

The  northern  bounds  of  lots  thirty-four 
and  thirty-five  (of  which  Mr.  Dunn  did 

not  necessarily  but  the  whole),  just  in- 
cludes the  Village  of  Centerville.  Mr. 

Dunn  also  took  up  parts  of  lots  nine- 

teen and  thirty-eight,  so  ambitious  was 
he  for  the  acquisition  of  a  large  area, 
but  these  were  never  articled  by  him,  it 

is  thought,  and  they  are  marked  on  the 

books  "reverted."  His  humble  abode 
was  built  in  1805  on  the  west  part  of 

lot  thirty-one,  near  the  Lake  Shore  and 

Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  himself,  his  wife  and 

six  children.    A  few  months  later  he 

built  another  little  "shanty"  on  the  east 
side  of  the  schoolhouse  number  eight, 

near  the  junction  of  the  main  road,  and 
in  1806  he  built  a  larger  house  of  logs 
on  lot  thirty,  and  in  1808  he  opened  a 
tavern  on  the  road  surveyed  by  James 

McMahon  in  1805.  This  road  was  the 
first  laid  out  in  the  county.  The  land 
on  which  these  last  mentioned  buildings 
were  erected  was  owned  about  thirty 

years  ago  by  John  Dudley,  whose  house 
was  near  the  site  of  the  Dunn  Tavern, 

and  later  by  E.  B.  Taylor.  Dunn  sold 
his  land  to  settlers,  keeping  only  one 
hundred  acres.  He  died  October  23, 

1838.    His  wife  died  in  1850. 
As  is  true  of  numerous  other  towns 

of  Chautauqua  and  other  counties  there 

is  disagreement  between  different  au- 
thorities as  to  the  dates  of  settlement  of 

the  early  pioneers  though  the  dates  of 
the  perfection  of  purchase  can  be  given 

with  confidence  of  accuracy.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  no  other  persons  settled  in 

Portland,  however,  till  1806.  Previous 

to  1804  Indians  were  seen,  but  they 

were  migratory  bands,  in  search  of 

game,  and  frequently  encamped  in  the 
locality.  It  is  interesting  to  note  here, 
however,  that  evidences  were  found  of 

occupation  of  the  land  by  a  prehistoric 
race  which  it  is  believed  possessed 

greater  ambition  and  ability  and  more 

nearly  approached  a  civilized  state  than 
the  North  American  Indian.  There 

were  old  forts  and  numerous  roadways. 

The  dense  forests  held  plentiful  num- 
bers of  bear,  deer,  beaver,  fox,  rabbit, 

muskrat,  skunk,  raccoon,  porcupine, 
and  many  smaller  animals,  and  the  early 
settlers  lived  on  the  flesh  of  wild  creat- 

ures for  weeks  at  a  time,  while  their 
furs  were  utilized  for  the  markets  or 

home  use.  Some  of  the  early  buyers 
of  land  settled  on  it  before  the  records 

of  purchase  were  made,  and  in  other 
cases  men  bought  who  never  occupied 
the  land.  The  first  town  meeting  in 

Portland,  then  comprising  the  present 
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Townships  of  Portland,  Westfield  and 

Ripley,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Jona- 
than Cass,  in  Westfield,  in  t8i8.  The 

following  named  officers  were  elected : 

Supervisor,  Thomas  Prenclergast ;  Town 
Clerk,  Asa  Hall ;  Assessors,  Jonathan 
Cass,  Oliver  Stetson,  David  Eaton ; 

Commissioners  of  Highways,  John 

Post,  William  Bell,  James  Parker ;  Col- 
lector, Samuel  Dickson ;  Commissioners 

of  Schools,  Robert  Dickson,  Jabez 

Hurlbut,  David  Eaton ;  Inspectors  of 

Schools,  Elijah  Hayden,  Amos  Atwater, 

James  Parker  ̂ Constables, Samuel  Dick- 
son, Asa  Hall ;  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

James  Montgomery,  John  Brewer.  One 
of  the  most  exciting  town  meetings  that 

occurred  for  years  was  in  1828,  when 

the  people  of  Westfield  and  vicinity  de- 
termined upon  having  another  division 

of  Portland.  At  that  election  Elisha 

Arnold,  living  in  the  present  Town  of 
Portland,  was  elected  Supervisor  over 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Westfield.  Quite 

a  flurry  was  occasioned  by  this  and  it 

was  finally  agreed  that  the  next  meet- 
ing should  be  held  at  the  forks  of  the 

Erie  Road,  on  lands  of  Martin  Coney, 
Mr.  Coney,  before  time  for  the  next 

town  election,  fulfilled  his  promise  and 
built  a  tavern  at  the  place  designated, 
which  in  recent  years  has  been  occupied 
as  the  home  of  O.  J.  Green. 

Before  the  War  of  1812  thirty-eight 
families  had  become  residents.  The 

soldiers  among  the  settlers  included 

William  Dunn,  David  Eaton,  John  and 
William  Ingersoll,  Hiram  Burch,  Eras- 

tus  and  Jared  Taylor,  Elisha  and  Na- 
thaniel Fay,  Ezra  and  Moses  Joy,  Cal- 

vin Barnes,  Hollis  Fay,  David  B.  Gran- 
ger, Andrew  Kelsey  and  Sanford  and 

Hiram  Haines.  A  dozen  more  families 

came  during  the  war,  and  in  1814  a 

post  office  was  established  on  lot  twen- 
ty-five, township  five,  north  of  the  Erie 

and  south  roads,  where  the  trend  of 

settlement  was.  Elisha  Fay  and  Bar- 
zilla  Barker,  who  were  a  mile  from  any 

road,  exerted  themselves  in  the  choos- 
ing of  a  site  for  a  post  office.  Where 

Brocton  now  is  there  was  a  most  un- 

inviting swamp,  and  a  settler  wrote  that 

in  1822  "the  houses  were  scattered  all 
through  the  woods,  and  we  found  our 

way  by  marked  trees,  and  where  Port- 
land Center  now  is  was  the  thickest 

woods  I  ever  saw."  The  town  was  sur- 
veyed into  lots  in  1804  by  order  of  the 

Holland  Land  Company,  when  the  Erie 

Road,  six  feet  wide,  was  given  to  the 

settlers.  This  was  called  the  "Ellicott 

Road."  The  present  south  road  was 
laid  out  later  and  nearly  parallel  with 

it.  The  Niagara  and  Chautauqua  Turn- 

pike 'Company  was  chartered  in  1817 
to  build  a  turnpike  through  Erie  and 

Chautauqua  Counties,  but  it  was  never 
surveyed. 

The  first  mail  route  established  was 

between  Buffalo  and  Erie,  in  1805.  Its 

operation  began  in  1806,  with  John  Ed- 

wards as  the  first  carrier.  "Paine's 
Road"  was  at  first  the  route  in  Portland 
which  was  afterwards  changed  to  the 

road   surveyed   by    lames  McMahon. 
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The  first  means  of  conveying  mail  was 

on  foot  or  on  horseback;  after  1821 

in  a  covered  wagon,  until  in  1829  regu- 
lar coaches  were  used  for  the  service 

between  Erie  and  Buffalo.  Thomas 

Quigley  drove  the  first  stage  coach 
through  Portland  on  the  north  road  in 

1827.  Calvin  Barnes  was  the  first  Post- 
master. Pie  was  commissioned  Decem- 

ber 13,  1814.  The  Portland  office  was 
discontinued  September  2,  1829.  Moses 

Sage  kept  the  first  post  office  at  North 

Portland,  which  was  established  Sep- 

tember 3,  1828.  J.  N.  Porter  has  re- 
cently occupied  the  building  then  used 

as  a  residence  half  a  mile  east  of  Broc- 
ton.  In  1830  the  office  was  removed  to 

the  Coney  farm,  and  in  1835  to  Port- 
land Center  and  the  name  changed  to 

Portland.  John  R.  Coney  became  Post- 
master after  Mr.  Sage  and  held  the 

office  until  1849.  Another  post  office, 

"Salem  X  Roads,"  was  established 
February  16,  1835,  w^h  Daniel  Howell 
Postmaster,  in  the  tavern  at  Main  and 
North  Division  Streets,  Brocton.  The 

names  of  the  office  and  village  were 

changed  to  Brocton  September  7,  1857. 
The  first  library  in  Portland  was  by 

the  Portland  Library  Association, 

which  was  incorporated  November  9, 

1824,  by  forty-seven  citizens.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  was  composed  of 

Cephas  Brainard,  Jesse  Baldwin,  Nath- 
aniel Pav,  John  R.  Conev,  Parsons  Tay- 

lor, David  Eaton  and  Fbenezer  Harris. 

The  first  expenditure  for  books  was  one 
hundred  dollars.  This  early  library  was 
discontinued  alter  the  introduction  of 

school  libraries  many  years  later,  but 

not  without  its  having  served  its  pur- 
pose of  creating  and  ̂ ratifying  a  taste 

and  demand  for  good  and  instructive 

literature  on  the  part  of  the  resident.-. 
Anna  Eaton  was  the  first  of  all  the 

school  teachers  to  guide  the  "young 
idea"  in  Portland.  She  taught  the  first 
term  in  the  spring  of  1810,  in  a  farm 

building  on   Mr.   Dunn's  place.  The 

same  season  a  log  schoolhouse  was 
built,  in  which  Augustine  Klumph 
taught  the  next  winter,  near  the  site  of 
the  old  stone  schoolhouse  in  district 

number  three.  Schools  were  estab- 
lished by  law  in  Portland  in  [814.  The 

people  of  Portland  have  always  been 

very  particular  about  their  schools  and 
teachers,  and  the  educational  advant- 

ages, as  far  as  common  schools  are  con- 
cerned, have  always  been  of  the  best, 

and  the  town  has  furnished  many  first- 
class  teachers.  The  Union  School  at 

Brocton  (number  six)  was  made  a 

member  of  the  State  University  in  1892. 

In  1832  an  Academy  was  established  by 
Jacob  Whitman  as  a  private  enterprise. 
An  academy  building  was  built  in  1834, 
and  a  valuable  school  was  conducted 

for  a  number  of  years.  Among  its  earlv 
teachers  were  S.  H.  Shaw  and  C.  H. 
LaHatt. 

Thomas  Klumph  was  the  first  store- 
keeper, his  mercantile  establishment 

having- been  in  a  small  room  in  one  cor- 

ner of  his  father's  log  house  on  lot  thir- 
ty-seven, township  five,  in  1817.  The 

goods  consisted  of  a  small  variety  of 

"Yankee  notions."  A.  &  F.  Silver,  in 

1830,  opened  the  second  store  at  old 
Portland  enter.  Dr.  Daniel  Ingalls  and 

Joseph  Lockwood  opened  the  first 
store  in  P.roeton  in  1830.  Since  then 

more  than  one  hundred  persons  have 
been  interested  in  mercantile  enter- 

prises there.  Considerably  more  than 
half  a  hundred  have  been  engaged  in 

t!ie  business  at  Portland  ('enter  since 

Thomas  Klumph's  time.  Some  of  these, 
with  the  dates,  are:  '8^3,  Joseph  Lock- 
wood;  1835.  Lockwood  &  Shewerman ; 

1836,  Horace  Lockwood;  1845,  Har- 
mon Smith,  S.  C.  Riley,  A.  Abrams; 

1846,  A.  Barton;  1850,  Amos  Barton 

&  Brother.-,  R.  D.  Fuller;  [855,  P.  Mer- 
icle,  etc.,  etc. 

Previous  to  1S24  the  nearest  physi- 
cians lived  in  Westfield  and  Fredonia. 

In  that  year  Dr.  Daniel   Ingalls  cstab- 
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lished  himself  at  the  Corners,  now  Broc- 
ton.  Other  doctors  followed  freely  as 

the  population  grew  Dr.  Silas  Pom- 
eroy  and  Dr.  Aaron  Wilbur  came  in 
1828,  Dr.  James  Ball  in  1832,  Dr. 
Saunders,  1837,  Dr.  W.  G.  Wolcott, 

1838,  Dr.  Swartwood  1839,  Dr.  Mar- 
cum  1841,  Dr.  Barnes  1842,  Dr.  Austin 

1843,  Dr.  James  A.  Hall  1844,  Dr.  Rose 

and  Dr.  Lemuel  Clark  1845.  Dr.  Thom- 
as dishing  1848,  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor  and 

Dr.  M.  Simons  1849^  Dr.  Mclntyre  a 

few  years  later,  Dr.  N.  H.  Barnes  and 
Dr.  H.  J.  Dean  in  1857,  Dr.  William 
Skinner  1861,  Dr.  T.  C.  Wilson  1869, 
Dr.  B.  S.  Swetland  1888,  Dr.  G.  Ellis 

1 891. 

James  Parker,  in  1807,  built  and  con- 
ducted the  first  tannery  in  Portland  on 

lot  thirty-seven,  town  ship  five.  John 
Tower  built  another  in  1820,  lot  thirty- 
four,  township  five.  Mr.  Kinney  built 
a  tannery  in  Brocton  in  1826,  and  in 

1836  J.  C.  Haight  and  Harvey  Williams 
built  in  Brocton.  Simon  Burton  built 

a  primitive  grist  mill  at  the  mouth  of 

Slippery  Rock  Creek  in  1S17.  Seven 
gristmills  have  been  built  in  the  town, 

the  only  one  remaining  being  the  feed 
mill,  at  Brocton. 

Orrin  Ford,  owner  of  the  Laona 

woolen  factory  built  a  carding  ma- 
chine at  Portland  Center  in  1825. 

The  first  roll  was  carded  that  year  by 

Jared  Risley.  G.  R.  Jewett  afterward 

owned  the  enterprise,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  Vincent  Dunn.  Calvin 

Barnes  built  the  first  cider  mill  in  town 

in  1824,  and  Deacon  Elijah  Fav  the  sec- 
ond, in  1830.  Deacon  Fay  was  of  a  very 

prominent  pioneer  family  and  was  re- 

guarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  of  the 
good  men  of  the  place.  A  book  bindery 
was  established  in  Portland  Center  in 

1844  by  Vashni  Millet,  and  removed  to 
Fredonia  in  1848. 

Colton  Nash,  the  first  settler  at 

Centerville,  was  the  first  wagonmaker 
in  Portland.    Luther  Crosby  is  believed 

to  have  been  the  first  blacksmith.  He 

was  a  gunsmith  but  worked  at  black- 
smithing  to  help  out  the  settlers,  who 
had  need  of  such  services.  Simon  Bur- 

ton came  later  in  the  same  year,  1816, 
and  worked  as  a  blacksmith.  David 
Eaton  was  the  first  shoemaker  and  for 

many  years  he  attended  to  the  soles  of 
his  neighbors  as  well  as  his  own. 
The  tremendously  heavy  growth  of 

timber  that  covered  the  whole  of  Port- 

land when  settlement  began  was  re- 

garded by  the  pioneer  as  a  severe  ob- 
stacle, and  the  most  magnificent  trees 

of  cypress  and  other  timber  were 
slaughtered  with  no  object  in  view  but 
to  clear  up  the  land.  The  choicest  of 
lumber.  As  conditions  have  been  for 

many  years  past  such  trees  would  be 

worth  large  sums  of  money.  It  was  be- 
cause of  these  circumstances  that  saw- 

mills were  built  on  the  small  streams  at 

an  early  day.  Nine  of  these  mills  were 
built  before  1825,  and  eighteen  at  later 
dates.  William  Dunham  and  Moses 

Sage  built  mills  in  1816;  Simon  Bur- 
ton and  Hollis  and  Elijah  Fay  in  1817; 

Oliver  Elliott,  1819-20;  Oliver  Spafford 
in  1S20;  Daniel  Vail,  1821  ;  Reuben  and 

Erastus  Taylor  and  Nathaniel  Fay, 

1824.  Mr.  Sage's  mill  was  built  where 
is  now  Brocton,  near  the  main  street ; 

Mr.  Dunham's  near  the  mouth  of  Dun- 
ham's Creek.  This  was  the  first  for 

which  an  outside  market  was  sought. 
Charles  Dunham  and  Lorenzo  Powell, 

in  1825,  proposed  to  run  lumber  to  Buf- 
falo by  the  lake.  Accordingly  in  May 

they  hauled  ten  thousand  feet  from 

Dunham's  mill  to  the  mouth  of  Slippery 
Rock  Creek,  and  with  great  care  built 
a  large  raft,  which  was  strongly  bound 
with  withes.  This  was  constructed  at 

a  cost  of  sixty-five  dollars.  The  raft 
was  completed  in  the  first  days  of  June, 
and  on  the  4th  Dunham  and  Powell  set 

off,  their  objective  point  with  the  raft 
being  Buffalo.  They  expected  to  keep 
the  raft  near  shore,  and  when  they  got 
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to  Buffalo  they  were  to  market  their 

lumber,  pocket  the  profits  and  then  for 

pleasure  (!)  witness  the  execution  of 

the  three  Thayers.  The  day  was  calm 

and  beautiful.  A  large  box  of  provi- 
sions and  an  ample  jug  of  whiskey  were 

taken  along  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of 
appetite.  After  the  doughty  sailors 
had  cast  adrift  with  their  setting  poles 

with  which  to  propel  their  novel  craft, 

a  south  wind  sprang  up  which  forced 
the  whole  outfit  several  miles  out  from 

shore,  where  they  were  helplessly  driven 
and  tossed  about  by  winds  and  waves. 
At  night  the  wind  changed  and  changed 

again,  blowing  from  the  west,  and  then 
from  the  northwest.  The  raft  was  swept 

by  waves  and  during  the  night  it  was 
broken  up  by  the  force  of  the  wind 
and  the  waves,  and  most  of  the  lumber 

was  spilled  loosely  into  the  lake.  The 

ends  of  the  raft,  fortunately,  being  se- 
curely bound,  held  together  and  while 

Mr.  Powell  secured  his  box  of  provi- 
sions on  one  end,  Mr.  Dunham  took 

equal  pains  with  his  jug  of  whiskey  on 
the  other  end.  Thus  it  was  that,  each 

man  on  his  own  "conveyance,"  they 
were  made  the  playthings  of  winds  and 
water  on  the  most  fretful  of  lakes, 

throughout  the  night.  Most  of  the 
time  they  were  within  hailing  distance 
of  each  other,  but  the  conversation  was 

quite  unlike  the  drowsy  and  peaceful 

gossips  of  the  drawing  room.  Dunham 

had  recourse  to  the  jug  at  frequent  in- 
tervals as  the  storm  continued  to  show 

its  spitefulness,  while  poor  Powell  had 
to  content  himself  with  a  biscuit  or  a 

friedcake  or  a  piece  of  woodchuck  meat. 
In  this  way  they  drifted  about  until 
late  the  next  day  they  were  blown  upon 
the  beach  near  Canadaway  Creek.  Their 

craft  were  half  a  mile  apart,  but  the  ship- 
wrecked sailors  got  together,  looked 

ruefully  at  the  empty  jug,  stuffed  the 

watersoaked  remnant  of  their  provi- 
sions into  their  pockets  and  made  their 

way  through  the  woods  to  the  stage 

road  east  of  Fredonia.  Here  they  took 

passage  on  a  Pennsylvania  four  horse 
covered  wagon  to  Buffalo,  where  they 

actually  witnessed  the  triple  execution 

of  the  Thayers.  They  subsisted  entire- 
ly until  their  return  home  upon  the  pro- 

visions they  took  with  them.  They  told 

their  friends  that  they  were  quite  well 

pleased  with  their  experiment,  except 

they  had  determined  that  they  would 

never  witness  another  execution  of  hu- 
man beings,  and  persons  of  properly 

constituted  minds  would  never  wish  to. 

After  this  other  attempts  were  made 

to  raft  lumber  to  Buffalo,  but  they  were 

not  successful.  In  1840  Cyrus  and 

David  Goodwin  and  Alvah  Millett  re- 

built the  Oliver  Stafford  mill  and  begun 

extensive  cutting  of  whitewoocl  lumber. 

The  winter  following  they  built  a  canal 
boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and 

in  May  loaded  it  with  chair  plank  and 
other  lumber,  which  was  poled  a  short 
distance  and  then  taken  in  tow  by  a 
small  steamer  for  Buffalo.  Tt  reached 

there  successfully  and  was  towed 

through  the  Erie  Canal  to  Albany.  Sev- 
eral other  trips  were  made  in  the 

same  way  in  184]  and  1842.  As  Port- 
land has  no  harbors  very  little  has  ever 

been  done  along  its  shore  in  the  way  of 

building  lake  craft  or  in  transportation. 
An  incident  worthy  of  mention  is  that 

in  1824  Joshua  Crosby  and  Simon  Bur- 

ton built  a  boat  at  Mr.  Crosby's  barn, 
near  Brocton.  This  was  taken  to  Chau- 

tauqua Lake  on  trucks  and  in  it  the 
two  venturesome  men  made  a  trip  to 
New  Orleans.  Obed  Crosby  in  1837 

built  a  small  sloop  to  bring  lime  stone 
from  Canada.  It  was  wrecked  after 

one  successful  trip.  A  few  who  had 
lived  in  Portland  sought  other  scenes 

and  finally  engaged  in  lake  navigation 
as  commanders  of  craft  or  otherwise, 

but  such  means  of  living  was  little 

thought  of  by  the  residents  of  Port- 
land, which  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
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have  been  little  else  than  an  inland 

farming  town. 

There  are  three  post  offices  within 

the  township — Brocton,  Portland  and 
Prospect.  There  is  no  lack  of  churches 

and  there  are  dry  goods,  grocery,  drug, 
hardware,  clothing,  furnishing,  feed  and 

furniture  stores,  blacksmith  shops,  har- 
ness shops,  a  wagon  shop,  a  meat  mar- 
ket, planing  mill,  several  wine  houses, 

a  lumber  yard,  a  coal  yard,  sawmills,  a 

State  Bank,  etc.,  etc.,  such  as  belong  to 

a  live,  thriving  community.  The  prin- 
cipal manufacture  is  of  grape  baskets, 

and  there  are  five  or  six  of  these  fac- 

tories. Two  newspapers,  The  Mirror 

and  The  Grape  Belt,  the  special  organ 
of  the  grape  industry,  are  published 
here,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  vast  and 

rich  grape  producing  region.  (For 
special  article  on  The  Grape  Industry 
see  page  188  of  Vol.  II  of  this  history.) 
The  secret  and  social  organizations  here 

are  numerous  and  include  nearly  or 

quite  all  the  best  known  fraternal,  pa- 
triotic and  benevolent  orders. 

Brocton  was  incorporated  in  1894, 

after  a  vote  in  favor  of  such  action  by 
its  citizens  March  20,  of  that  vear.  The 

first  village  election  was  held  April  17, 
when  these  officers  were  elected :  Pres- 

ident, Garrett  E.  Ryckman ;  Trustees, 
William  Ogilvie,  Stewart  Dean,  Jonas 
Martin ;  Treasurer,  E.  C.  Edmunds ; 

Collector,  Hiram  Haight.  Brocton 
Village  has  an  area  of  eleven  hundred 

fourteen  and  one-half  acres.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  Villages  of  Brocton  and 

Portland  has  increased  very  rapidly  in 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  is  more  than 
three  times  as  great  as  in  1884.  There 
are  abundant  evidences  of  prosperous 
conditions  and  of  the  increase  in  wealth 

to  correspond  with  that  of  population. 
For  instance,  a  bank  organized  in 
Brocton  in  1886  as  a  private  bank,  by 

Dean  &  Hall,  re-organized  as  a 
State  Bank  in  February,  1892,  with  a 
capital  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  and 

these  officers :  President,  Ralph  A. 

Hall ;  Vice  President,  Heiman  J.  Dean  ; 
Cashier,  L.  D.  Sullivan ;  Assistant 

Cashier,  B.  D.  Phillips.  The  nursery 

of  the  C.  S.  Curtis  Company  is  an  im- 

portant industry,  which  employs  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  and  occu- 

pies a  good  sized  farm  for  propagating 

purposes.  Van  Buren  Point  is  a  pop- 
ular summer  resort  in  the  town.  The 

point  is  a  rocky  promontory  of  strik- 
ing appearance,  extending  into  the 

lake  several  hundred  feet.  The  ground 
is  very  beautiful.  There  are  boarding 

houses  and  cottages  and  the  atten- 
tion that  has  been  given  to  the  lawns 

and  the  cultivation  of  flowers  helps 

make  the  resort  one  of  the  greatest 
attractions. 

A  militarv  company,  the  first  in  the 

county,  was  formed  at  the  Cross  Roads 
in  1808,  with  William  Prendergast  as 
Captain  and  David  Eaton  Sergeant. 
Eleven  men  from  the  town  were  en- 

rolled. A  regimental  drill  was  held  at 

Dunn's  Tavern  in  181 1.  From  1820  to 
1835,  Joshua  S.  West  commanded  an 

independent  company.  Portland  furn- 
ished brave  soldiers  for  the  War  of 

1812,  and  one  or  two  who  went  from 
there  to  the  Mexican  war  lost  his  life. 

For  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Port- 
land furnished  for  the  army  and  navy, 

one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  men, 
four  furnished  substitutes,  eleven  com- 

muted, fourteen  re-enlisted,  seven  en- 
listed outside  the  state,  fifty-seven 

were  enlisted  outside  the  town,  making 

an  aggregate  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men.  Eleven  of  the  one  hundred 

and  thirty-seven  died  in  the  army  or 
were  made  prisoners,  five  were  killed 

in  battle,  six  died  of  wounds  in  hospi- 
tals, four  of  starvation,  two  from  sick- 
ness soon  after  returning  home,  two 

were  missing,  thirty  were  discharged 

for  disability,  and  only  seventy-six  re- 
turned to  their  homes.  For  bravery 

and  patriotism  the  Portland  men  made 
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a  record  that  stands  unexcelled  by  any 
community. 

Portland  is  well  provided  with  rail- 
roads. Its  three  trunklines  are  the 

Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern, 

New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis, 
(Nickle  Plate),  and  the  Pennsylvania, 

formerly  Western  New  York  &  Penn- 
sylvania. Scores  of  passenger  trains 

pass  through  the  town  daily  on 
these  roads,  and  ample  facilities  for 

travel  are  enjoyed  by  the  people,  the 
stations  being  at  Brocton,  Portland 
and  Prospect.  The  freight  facilities 
are  also  excellent. 

ORIGINAL  LAND  PURCHASES  IN  PORT- 
LAND, TOWNSHIP  FIVE. 

1804,  May,  James  Dunn,  lots  25,  30,  31, 
34,  35. 
180G.  June,  Benjamin  Hutchins,  37,  41. 

July,  David  Eaton,  37;  Nathan  Fay,  25, 
October,  Peter  Kane,  38. 

1808.  February,  Thomas  Klumph,  37,  41. 

1809.  June,  Rufus  Perry,  33.  July,  John 
Price,  39;  Peter  Ingersoll,  41.  October, 
Philo  Hopson,  27,  33.  November,  Jeremiah 
Klumph,  19.  December,  Martin  Potter,  12; 
Robert  Sweet,  21. 

1810.  February,  Absalom  Harris,  33,  (sold 
to  Jeremiah  Potter) ;  Rachel  Perry,  33. 
March,  Daniel  Barnes,  3,  4.  June,  Nathan 
Fay,  12. 

1811.  May,  Elijah  Fay,  20.  July,  Wil- 
liam Hutchins,  41. 

1813.  December,  Hollis  Fay,  13. 
1814.  September,  John  R.  Gibson,  13. 

November,  Roe  Goldsmith,  5,  G. 
1815.  April,  Moses  Sage,  2,  G,  4,  14,  21; 

Jethro  Gerry,  32. 
1816.  January,  Augustus  Soper,  12.  Feb- 

ruary, William  Corell,  3G.  May,  Samuel 
Geer,  8.  July,  William  Dunham,  27;  Calvin 
Barnes,  32;  Isaac  Baldwin.  3G.  October, 
Solomon  Coney,  42;  Lewis  Hills,  3;  Elijah 
Fay,  42. 

1817.  March,  Oliver  Spafford,  22;  Simon 
Burton,  22;  Elijah  Pay,  40.  May,  Isaac 
Baldwin,  40.  June,  Martin  Smith,  45.  July, 
Asa  Brooks,  2;  .Tewett  Prime,  1G.  Septem- 

ber, Zadoc  Martin,  2,  3. 
1818.  April,  George  A.  Hitchcock,  1G. 

May,  James  Bennett,  32;  Moses  Titcomb,  1G. 

1820.  January,  Jewett.  Prime,  21. 
1821.  October,  William  Harris,  18;  Joseph 

Harris,  18;  William  Harris,  Jr.,  18;  David 
Hurlbut,  18;  Sylvester  Andrews,  18. 
1822.  February,  Sophia  Williams,  24; 

Wolcott  Colt,  17.  September,  Seth  Shaltuck, 
10.  December,  John  Corning,  14,  15;  Wil- 

liam Corning,  14;  Joshua  Crosby,  14. 
1823.  September,  Isaac  Howe,  10. 

1824.  January,  Rufus  Moore,  11.  Febru- 
ary, Samuel  Anderson,  Jr.,  28.  October, 

Joseph  Gibbs,  42;  Hollis  Fay,  42.  Novem- 
ber, Amos  G.  Andrews,  1. 

1825.  November,  Joshua  S.  West,  17. 

182G.    April,  Isaac  Denton,  1. 
1827.    July,  Samuel  Thayer,  Jr.,  23. 

182S.  September,  David  Dean,  2.  Decem- 
ber, James  Bennett  and  others,  11;  Isaac 

Sage  and  others,  11 ;  Frederic  Comstock  and 
others,  11. 

1829.  February,  Oliver  Elliot,  28.  March, 
Henry  Mum  ford,  15. 
1830.  September,  William  Case,  13; 

Lewis  Chamberlain,  13. 
1831.  May,  Lemuel  Thayer,  Jr.,  23. 

ORIGINAL  LAND  PURCHASES  IN  TOWN- 
SHIP FOUR. 

1810.  March,  Jerry  Bartholomew,  G3. 
April,  Leonard  Vibbard,  G2;  Perry  Hall,  G2. 
1811.  March,  Benjamin  Hutchins,  62. 

September,  Wilder  Emerson,  55. 
1812.  November,  Josiah  Gibbs,  14. 
1815.  March,  Perry  Hillard,  Gl.  May, 

William  Stetson,  55;  John  T.  Mclntyre,  55; 
Ethan  A.  Owen,  54. 

181G.  March,  Jonathan  Burtch,  G2.  May, 
Calvin  Hutchins,  4G.  June,  Jeremiah 
Klumph,  47;  Archibald.  Ludington  45;  Thom- 

as Klumph,  47.  July,  Jacob  W.  Klumph,  47. 
October,  Joseph  Babcock,  48.  November, 
Benjamin  Hutchi'is,  54;  James  Barnes,  54; 
Asa  Fuller,  48;   Timothy  Carpenter,  48. 
1817.  February,  Reuben  B.  Patch,  Gl  ; 

Jfidediah  Thayer,  Gl;  Stephen  Smalley,  48. 
April,  Elisha  Rogers,  GO;  William  Cotton,  47: 
Gideon  Jones,  45.  May,  James  Lee,  47.  Au- 

gust, Lewis  Macomber,  Stephen  B.  Macom- 
ber,  38.  October,  Erastus  Andrews,  40.  No- 

vember, Brewer  Hubbell,  in. 

1818.  July,  Zuriel  Simmons,  31.  August, 
Reuben  B.  Patch,  GO. 

1819.  January,  Perry  Hall,  39.  Augusl. 
Aaron  Hall.  60. 
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CHURCHES. 

The  people  of  Portland  are  quite  abreast 
with  those  of  other  progressive  communities 
in  their  devotion  to  religious  work  and  their 
maintenance  of  societies  of  worship.  Rev. 
John  Spencer,  a  pioneer  Missionary  to  the 
Holland  Purchase,  who  removed  to  Sheridan 
from  the  east  in  1807,  addressed  the  first 
public  religious  meeting  held  in  the  town, 
at  James  Dunn's  tavern  in  1810.  It  was  not 
until  1814  that  regular  services  were  held, 
when  Amasa  West,  a  teacher  at  the  Cross 
Roads,  conducted  services  at  the  tavern  of 
Peter  Ingersoll.  In  1818  the  Congregational 
Church  was  formed  at  the  log  house  of  John 
Churchill,  Rev.  John  Spencer  heading  the 
movement.  The  church  remained  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Spencer  for  some  years,  and  in 
succession  came  Rev.  Phineas  Camp  and 
Rev.  Oakes  of  Westfield.  For  some  cause 

the  church  declined  from  fifty-two  members 
in  1825  until  it  ceased  to  exist  in  1828. 
March  1G,  1833,  it  was  reorganized  with 
these  members:  Timothy  Judson,  Samuel 
Hall,  Abagail  Thompson,  Phebe  Mathewson, 
Clark  Gould,  Elisha,  Clarinda,  Alvin,  Cather- 

ine and  Eliza  Cook,  Anson  Driggs,  Nathan 
G.  Jones,  Mary  Eaton,  Samuel  Walker, 
Dana  and  Minerva  Churchill.  Dana  Church- 

ill and  Alvin  Cook  were  chosen  deacons. 
Rev.  D.  D.  Gregory  of  Fredonia  and  Rev. 
Timothy  Stillman  of  Dunkirk  officiated  as 
clergymen.  April  30,  1833,  the  society  un- 

derwent a  further  reorganization  and  was 

called  the  "First  Congregational  Society  in 
the  Town  of  Portland."  The  first  Trustees 
were  Samuel  Hall,  Asa  Andrews,  Timothy 
Judson,  William  Curtis,  Clark  Gould  and 
Anson  Driggs.  A  church  edifice  was  built 
in  1842.  In  1889  it  was  repaired  and  par- 

lors added.  Among  those  who  have  served 
as  pastors  are  Revs.  A.  W.  Gray,  Calvin 
Gray,  W.  J.  Willcox,  N.  H.  Barnes,  L.  F. 
Laine,  I.  I.  St.  John,  Courtney  Smith,  H.  M. 
Higley  and  others. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — The  pio- 
neer in  the  organization  of  Methodist  senti- 
ment for  worship  in  Portland  was  William 

Dunham,  who  came  from  Duchess  County 
in  1816  and  built  a  log  house  on  lot  thirty- 
two,  township  five.  Members  of  the  first 
class,  which  was  formed  in  1817,  were: 
William  and  Lucy  Dunham,  Isaac  and  Par- 
thena  Baldwin,  William  and  Barbara  Cow- 
ell,  Abial  and  Mary  Flint  and  Simon  Bur- 

ton. Elisha  and  Sophia  Fay,  Parsons  and 
Phoebe  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Thompson  joined 
it  early  in  1818.    The  society  grew  rapidly 

in  this  year,  and  another  class  was  formed 
on  the  south  road.  Besides  Mr.  Dunham, 
Isaac  Baldwin  and  Elisha  Fay  were  early 
class  leaders.  In  1818  or  1819  the  two 
classes  united  in  one.  However  the  society 
did  not  feel  strong  enough,  it  appears,  to 
erect  a  church,  until  1835,  and  the  meetings 
were  held  in  schoolhouses  until  that  year. 
The  first  church  was  built  at  Portland  Cen- 

ter on  land  given  by  Joseph  Lockwood  and 
David  Showerman.  In  1853  a  part  of  the 
church  united  with  a  class  on  Harmon  Hill 
and  formed  a  church  at  Salem  Cross  Roads, 
which  has  prospered.  In  18C8  the  present 
church  edifice  was  built  at  a  cost  of  seven 
thousand  dollars.  A  parsonage  was  built 
at  Portland  Center  in  1843  and  another  in 
1887-8.  The  Portland  Church  Society  was 
formed  in  1822  and  reorganized  in  1834.  In 
1853  a  church  edifice  was  built  at  Brocton. 

A  large  number  of  ministers  have  success- 
ively attended  to  the  Spiritual  welfare  of 

the  people. 

First  Baptist  Church. — This  church  was 
organized  in  1819  by  a  council  composed  of 

Revs.  Joy  Handy,  Pearson  Crosby  and  Jona- 
than Wilson.  The  first  members  were  Sally 

Sage,  Sarah  Mumford,  Phebe  Fay,  Anna 
Taylor,  Deborah  Light,  Charles  Morse, 
Rachel  Harris,  William  Harris,  John  Light, 
Sylvester  Andrews  and  Erastus  Andrews. 
The  society  was  formed  April  G,  1822.  Over 
a  hundred  were  added  to  the  membership 
tne  first  year.  Elijah  Fay  and  Sylvester 
Andrews  were  the  first  Deacons.  The  first 
Trustees  were  Isaac  Sage,  Charles  Morse 
and  Elijah  Fay.  The  first  church  edifice 
was  built  1834-7,  on  a  lot  given  by  Deacon 
Fay.  The  present  church  was  built  in  1867. 
In  1824  a  parsonage  was  built  west  of  Broc- 

ton, which  was  occupied  by  Rev.  Charles 
LaHatt  until  he  died  in  1850.  The  church 
suffered  some  important  losses,  though  a 
decided  zeal  of  its  members  rather  than  a 
lack  thereof,  but  continued  to  prosper.  In 
1831  ten  members  left  it  to  aid  in  forming 
a  church  at  Westfield.  Again  in  1842  a 
group  of  members  left  to  help  form  a  church 
at  West  Portland. 

West  Baptist  Church.— In  March,  1842,  a 
petition  was  granted  for  the  formation  of 
a  branch  of  the  mother  Baptist  Church  to 

be  composed  of  a  large  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Portland  or  Brocton  Church  who 

wished  to  hold  meetings  in  a  locality  more 
convenient  for  them.  It  was  consented  that 
the  branch  should  become  a  separate 
church,  and  at  a  council  held  June  22  the 
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937 name  of  "West  Baptist  Church  in  Port- 
land" was  given  to  the  new  society.  Lemi 

Bartholomew  and  James  Andrews  were 

elected  Deacons.  In  the  first  year  the  mem- 
bers increased  from  the  original  twenty- 

three  to  eighty-seven.  The  church  edifice 
which  has  served  for  so  many  years  was 
built  in  1S42.  Its  membership  has  fallen 
off  considerably  since  the  year  named.  A 
parsonage  was  built  in  18G7. 

Universalist  Church. — The  determination 
was  reached  at  a  meeting  of  persons  of  that 
faith  at  the  house  of  Simon  Burton,  Sep- 

tember 21,  1821,  to  form  the  "First  Univer- 
salist Society  of  Portland."  An  agreement 

to  this  effect  was  signed  by  Simon,  Willard 
and  Hiram  Burton,  Oliver  Spafford,  Harry 
and  Walter  Mumford,  David  and  Moses  Joy, 
Ahira  Hall,  Samuel  Beach,  2d,  Lyman  Doo- 
little,  Zimri  Hill,  Slapp  Hovey  and  James 
Chester.  In  the  latter  part  of  1S22  a  church 
was  formed  with  thirty-five  members.  In 
1824  a  society  was  formed,  but  the  society 
and  church  after  a  few  years  ceased  to 
exist. 

The  Protestant  Methodist  Church  was  or- 
ganized by  Rev.  O.  C.  Payne  at  the  school- 

house  of  District  Number  Eleven,  and  last- 
ed about  two  years.  The  first  members 

were  Wolcott,  Chandler,  Sarah  and  Merab 
Colt,  Joel  S.  and  Lydia  Farnham,  Piatt  A. 
and  Lucy  Lathrop,  Collins  Haight,  Nancy 
Porter,  Cynthia  Kelley  and  Cornelia  Howe. 
A  Freewill  Baptist  Church  was  formed 

in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  many 
years  ago.  A  church  was  built  on  Chau- 

tauqua Hill,  Chautauqua.  The  organization 
was  dissolved  after  a  few  years,  and  the 
property  was  sold  to  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  Roman  Catholics  have  a  church  edi- 
fice at  Brocton  station,  buill  in  1873,  and  a 

membership  of  less  than  fifty. 
Portland  has  a  Swedish  population  of  sev- 

eral hundred  industrious,  thrifty  people, 
who  belong  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  de- 

nomination. A  church  organization  was 
formed  in  1872  at  the  schoolhouse  in  Dis- 

trict Number  Nine,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Cham- 
bers. For  eleven  years  they  met  at  this 

schoolhouse,  and  in  INK"  a  house  of  wor- 
ship was  built  and  dedicated  at  Brocton  at 

a  cost  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  The 
members  between  one  hundred  and  two 
hundred  in  number,  are  remarkably  devot- 
ed. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1814,  Thomas  Prendergast ;  1815-1(1-17, 
David    Eaton;    1818  -19  -20  -21  -22-23-24-25-20, 

Thomas  B.  Campbell;  1827-28-29,  Elisha  Ar- 
nold; 1830,  Nathaniel  Fay;  1831-2,  Elisha 

Arnold;  1833-4-5,  David  Eaton;  1836,  Asa 
Andrews;  1837-8-9,  Timothy  Judson;  1840, 
Asa  Andrews;  1841-2-3,  Timothy  Judson; 
1844,  Elisha  Norton;  1845,  John  R.  Coney; 
184G-7,  Timothy  Judson;  184S,  Ebenezer 
Harris;  1849,  Timothy  Judson;  1850,  Asa 
Blood;  1851,  John  R.  Coney;  1852-3-4,  Tim- 

othy Judson;  1855,  Charles  A.  Marsh;  185G, 
Darwin  G.  Goodrich;  1857,  Ralph  D.  Fuller; 
1858,  Darwin  G.  Goodrich;  1859,  Horace  C. 
Taylor;  1860,  Gurdon  Taylor;  1801-2,  Horace 
C.  Taylor;  1863-4,  Albert  Haywood;  18G5-6, 
Joseph  B.  Fay;  1867-8,  Albert  Eaton;  1869, 
Joseph  E.  Harris;  1870-1-2-3-4-5-6-7,  Theodore 
S.  Moss;  1878,  Horace  C.  Taylor;  1879,  J.  A. 
H.  Skinner;  1880-1-2-3-4,  Herman  J.  Dean; 
1885-6,  Elisha  H.  Fay;  1887-8,  Theodore  C. 
Moss;  1888-9-90,  Brewer  D.  Phillips;  1891, 
Augustus  Blood;  1892,  Brewer  D.  Phillips; 
1893,  Oscar  L.  Porter;  1894  to  1897,  Charles 
O.  Furman;  189S-99,  Theodore  C.  Moss; 
1900  to  1904,  Charles  F.  Crandall. 

THE  HARRIS  COMMUNITY. 

Or  the  Brotherhood  of  the  New  Life. 

By  K.  N.  MARTIN  ami  ERNEST  BUCKNER. 

R.   N.   MARTIX.  ERNEST  BUCKNEK. 

It  will  be  quite  out  of  the  question  in  an 
article,  as  short  as  this  must  necessarily  be, 
to  give  more  than  an  outline,  and  a  some- 

what limited  outline  at  that,  of  the  institu- 
tion we  are  asked  to  discuss.  And  in  this 

connection  also,  we  wish  to  state,  that  we 
will  enter  into  no  argument,  either  for  or 
against,  the  party  who  founded  this  peculiar 
people,  and  whose  name  the  Brotherhood, 
or  Community  bore.  Every  man,  and  some 
few  women  have  their  faults,  while  most  of 
them  have  also  their  virtues,  and  to  this 
universal  rule.  Harris  was  no  exception. 
1 1  will  not  be  out  of  place,  however,  to  say 
right  here,  that  whatever  opinion  posterity 
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may  form  of  the  "Primate,"  it  will  have,  or 
know  of  but  one  of  his  people  and  that  will 
be,  that  since  the  beginning  of  time  there 

never  lived  a  more  upright,  heroic,  or  self- 
sacrificing  band  of  men  and  women  than 
were  these  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder 
in  the  struggle,  and  with  no  thought  of  re- 

ward or  of  themselves,  the  betterment  of 
humanity,  was  at  once  their  goal,  and  battle 
cry.  That  the  millenium  did  not  dawn  long 
ago  was  in  no  manner  clue  to  lack  of  zeal 
or  energy  on  their  part,  for  they  did  what 
they  could,  and  did  it  well  and  in  accordance 
with  their  highest  light  and  understanding. 
A  great  deal  has  been  written  about  Harris, 
both  about  the  man  personally  as  well  as 
his  "beliefs,"  and  as  in  all  other  cases  of 
this  kind,  most  of  it  was  simply  "twaddle," 
and  written  to  fill  space  for  Harris  was  a 
past  master  in  the  art  of  hoodwinking  a 
newspaper  man,  and  the  reporter  detailed 
by  the  big  dailies  of  the  metropolis  to  come 

out  and  write  the  "plain  truth  about  the 
Harris  community"  generally  went  back 
with  whatever  fairy  tale  Harris  choose  to 
load  onto  him.  All  this  makes  it  in  very 
soth  the  harder  to  write  intelligently  of  the 
situation  at  this  time,  for  whatever  is  said, 
must  of  necessity  be  both  judge,  to  a  de- 

gree, by  much  that  has  preceded  it.  It  is 
to  the  part  that  this  people  played  in  the 
history  of  Chautauqua  County,  however, 
that  this  article  is  intended  to  illustrate, 
and  with  this  digression,  we  will  proceed. 

It  was  in  the  early  fall  of  18G7,  that  the 

mind  of  the  "prophet"  was  first  turned  in 
this  direction,  one  of  the  members,  J.  A. 
Requa,  making  a  pilgrimage  at  the  instance 
of  E.  F.  TJnderhill  of  New  York  City  who 
had  bought  a  farm  here,  (which  is  now  the 
property  of  Alvah  Mathews,  Esq.),  and  was 
much  impressed  with  the  future  possibili- 

ties of  the  grape  in  this  vicinity.  Mr. 
Requa  was  greatly  enthused  at  all  that  was 
shown  him,  and  when  it  is  known  that  he 
was  under  the  direct  chaperonage  of  our 
good  friend,  G.  E.  Ryckman,  during  his 
stay,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he 
carried  away  the  very  best  impression  of 
the  country  that  it  was  possible  to  give 
him.  Mr.  Ryckman  drew  some  quite  elab- 

orate maps  and  diagrams  of  the  property 
contemplated,  and  later  on  was  instrumental 

in  obtaining  options  for  Harris'  benefit  on 
much  that  was  bought.  Mr.  Requa  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  his  favorable  impres- 

sions to  Harris,  who  was  at  once  the  offi- 
cial as  well  as  the  financial,  and  spiritual 

head  of  all  that  was  done,  or  one  might 
almost  say,  even  thought,  by  the  members 
of  the  Brotherhood,  who  without  question, 
had  placed  their  entire  earthly  possessions 
as  well  as  their  heavenly  hopes,  in  his 
keeping,  and  were  content  that  he  should 
direct  and  guide  them,  even  to  the  most 
ordinary  and  commonplace  details  of  every 
day  affairs.  At  the  time,  and  for  several 
years  previous,  Harris  had  been  looking 
forward  to  the  growing  of  the  grape  and  to 
this  end  had  established  greenhouses  at 
Amenia,  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  and 
at  that  time  such  a  thing  as  growing  a 

grapevine  "out  of  doors,"  with  no  more 
trouble  than  would  be  given  to  a  cabbage, 
was   an   unheard   of   proposition.     A  vast 

THOMAS  L.  HARRIS 

amount  of  trouble  was  encountered  in 
growing  cuttings  under  glass  and  frequent 
changes  were  made  in  the  parties  in  charge. 
The  last  man  who  was  placed  in  charge 
was  R.  Moore,  now  of  Brocton,  and  who 
came  to  Amenia  from  Iona  Island,  where 

he  had  been  engaged  in  a  similar  line  of  oc- 
cupation. Mr.  Moore  came  to  Brocton  with 

Harris  in  order  to  continue  growing  grape- 
vines, and  strictly  in  the  capacity  of  an 

outsider,  or  "external,"  as  those  not  of  the 
faith,  were  known,  though  he  had  not  been 
here  long  before  Harris  had  him  too  in  the 
coils,  and  doing  a  little  more  work  for  noth- 

ing, than  he  had  previously  done  for  pay. 
When  it  came  to  making  an  assignment  of 

his  property  in  Harris'  favor,  however,  the 
"down  east"  shrewdness  of  Mr.  Moore  was 
awakened,  and  he  concluded,  like  a  wise 

man,  that  the  "old  way"  of  doing  things 
was  good  enough  for  a  time,  and  he  and 
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Harris  parted  company  then  and  there.  Mr. 
Requa  was  so  enthusiastic  over  what  had 
been  shown  him  of  this  section,  that  he  was 
not  slow  to  communicate  the  same  feeling 
to  Harris,  who  a  little  later  came  to  see 
for  himself,  and  agreed  that  the  location 
was  indeed  an  El  Dorado,  and  prophesied 
that  in  the  years  to  come  and  short  years 
at  that,  it  would  become  the  Mecca  of  the 
Christian  world,  while  great  preparations 
were  made  for  the  new  order  of  things  that 
were  to  be.  Word  soon  went  to  the  wait- 

ing ones  at  Amenia  that  the  promised  land 
had  been  located,  and  that  as  soon  as  pos- 

sible the  entire  army  of  Christian  workers 
would  be  transferred  to  the  newly  selected 
home  which  had  already  been  given  to 
them,  the  very  suggestive  name  of  Salem- 
on-Erie.  At  the  time,  it  was  supposed  that 
this  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Harris 
to  revive  the  former  name  of  the  place 
(Brocton),  which,  as  all  the  older  heads  will 
recall,  was  Salem  Cross  Roads.  Harris, 

however,  had  as  little  respect  for  "tradi- 
tions" as  he  did  for  most  other  things  that 

people  cared  about,  and  it  may  be  stated 
positively  that  he  had  no  such  intention  in 
the  instance  cited.  Some  years  previously 
he  (Harris)  had  been  induced  to  part  with 
a  goodly  sum  of  money  (which  by  the  way 
it  is  not  supposed  he  made  by  his  own  ex- 

ertions) in  exchange  for  a  certain  lot  of 
grape  vines,  new  varieties,  and  known  as 

"Rogers  Hybreds,"  and  which  contained  a 
good  many  specimens  of  merit;  of  these 
Harris  had  selected  the  Salem,  number 
fifty-three,  with  which  to  coin  both  wealth 
and  reputation,  and  a  good  deal  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  was  wasted 
in  the  attempt  to  induce  an  unwilling  popu- 

lace to  share  his  (Harris)  views  relative  to 
this  particular  vine.  The  remainder  of  the 
varieties  were  planted  out  on  what  was 
known  as  the  Vinecliff  property,  and  many 
of  the  original  vines  are  there  to  this  day. 
It  was  to  the  fact,  therefore,  that  the  new 
property  was  situate  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Erie,  as  well  as  that  he  wished  to  introduce 

and  advertise  the  "New  Found  Salem  Vine" 
that  the  name  of  Salem-on-Erie  was  adopt- 

ed. Hopes  were  cherished  at  the  time,  that 

the  "villagers"  would  be  willing  after  a  while 
to  exchange  the  name  of  Brocton  for  the 
title  of  the  new  colony,  and  indeed  some 
overtures  were  made  to  that  end,  and  let- 

ters were  ordered  addressed  in  that  way. 
The  residents  were  either  too  practical,  or 
else  not  sufficiently  esthetic,  as  the  village 

remained  as  it  should,  Brocton,  to  the  end. 

The  purchase  of  property  commenced  im- 
mediately, and  by  the  spring  of  18G8,  some 

two  thousand  acres  had  been  secured,  most 
of  which  commencing  at  the  lake  shore, 
lay  hetween  what  is  now  Lake  Avenue  and 
the  first  public  road  west  of  that  thorough- 

fare, and  entered  in  a  southerly  direction, 
as  far  as  the  village  (Brocton)  limits.  There 
were  several  places  bought  in  the  village 
proper,  among  them  being  the  house  now 
owned  by  Dr.  H.  G.  Taylor.  Some  few  of 
the  members  came  on  early  from  Amenia 
and  spent  practically  the  entire  winter 
here,  and  none  of  them  being  of  a  practical 
turn  of  mind,  and  some  of  them  from  the 
south  at  that,  the  hardships  they  endured 
amid  their  new  surroundings  were  some- 

thing to  remember,  though  no  word  of  com- 
plaint ever  reached  the  waiting  ones  at 

Amenia  as  the  sufferers  were  satisfied  to 
endure,  for  the  sake  of  the  good  they  were 
to  be  thus  enabled  to  offer  the  sons  of  men 
in  the  years  to  come. 

The  property  at  Amenia,  which  was  quite 
desirable,  and  consisted  in  the  main  of 
bank  stock  and  real  estate,  was  rapidly 
disposed  of,  and  at  good  prices.  After  all 
the  affairs  pertaining  to  the  several  trans- 

actions had  been  closed,  the  remaining 
members  came  on  and  joined  those  who  had 
preceded  them,  the  total  number  being  at 
the  time  (18G8)  something  like  thirty-five 
souls.  Later  along  this  number  was  prac- 

tically doubled  by  the  admission  of  new 
members,  and  the  coming  of  others  who  had 
been  in  sympathy  with  the  movement,  hut 
who  for  varying  causes  had  not  been  able 
to  fully  identify  themselves  previously. 
Among  this  number  were  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  Japanese,  who  had  been  sent  out 
by  their  government  to  study  the  language, 
religion  and  customs  of  the  American  peo- 

ple. A  few  of  these  became  fraternal  follow- 

ers  of  the  "prophet,"  though  the  others  re- 
turned after  a  time  to  their  own  country, 

and  became  quite  prominent  in  the  diplo- 
matic service. 

Prominent  among  the  early  arrivals  from 
Amenia  was  Laurence  Oliphant,  who  with 
his  mother,  had  cast  their  fortunes  with 
Harris  sometime  previously,  the  former  giv- 

ing up  a  seat  in  Parliament,  and  a  promi- 
nent position  in  the  social  and  literary 

world,  while  the  latter  gave  up  society,  home 
and  friends,  sacrificing  everything  near  and 
dear  that  they  might  follow  the  dictates 
of  their   conscience   and   join   in    the  en- 
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deavor,  which  as  Harris  promised,  was  to 
liberate  and  redeem  the  world.  The  suffer- 

ings bodily  as  well  as  mental  of  these  two 
people  so  totally  unused  to  labor,  and  the 
petty  annoyances  of  everyday  affairs  can 
easily  be  imagined  though  they  underwent 
no  more,  and  suffered  in  no  greater  degree 
than  did  a  great  many  others  less  prominent 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  perhaps,  but  who 
had  been  as  highly  born  and  as  delicately 
nurtured. 

Mr.  Oliphant  served  Harris  faithfully  and 
well,  obeying  his  slightest  wish  and  mak- 

ing whatever  sacrifice  was  demanded  of 
him,  as  did  all  other  members  for  that  mat- 

ter, cheerfully,  and  without  a  murmur. 
This  condition  of  things  continued  up  to  the 
time  that  Harris  left  Brocton,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  California.  Shortly  after 
this  dissension  began,  the  members  at  Broc- 

ton refusing  to  accept  doctrines  advanced 

by  the  "prophet,"  Oliphant  assuming  the 
leadership  of  the  Brocton  contingent,  and 
with  his  mother,  making  the  journey  to 

California  to  see  if  in  some  way  '  peace 
might  not  be  brought  about,  and  matters 
again  go  on  as  before.  The  conference 
was,  however,  of  no  avail  and  only  resulted 
in  widening  the  breach.  Mrs.  Oliphant  died 
while  on  the  mission  and  was  buried  at 
Cloverdale,  a  little  distance  from  the  Harris 
settlement. 

The  brotherhood  of  man,  and  a  gain  of 
worldly  possessions  are  each  a  good  thing 
in  their  way,  and  striven  for  separately, 
are  quite  often  attained.  From  the  begin- 

ning of  time,  however,  the  union  of  church 
and  state  has  proved  incompatible,  and  that 
it  failed  in  the  case  of  the  Brotherhood  at 
Brocton  is  less  to  be  wondered  at  than 
that  such  a  thing  should  ever  have  been 
attempted. 

As  a  general  thing,  it  is  considered  that 
the  Harris  community  was  a  big  success  in 
a  financial  way,  though  strictly  speaking, 
this  is  not  the  case,  for  while  there  was 
never  a  concern  on  earth  who  met  their 
obligations  more  promptly,  or  enjoyed  in 
consequence,  better  financial  credit,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  funds  that  went  to  fill 
the  breach  were  contributed  in  the  majority 
of  the  cases,  by  either  members  who  gave 
their  all  on  joining,  or  else  by  would-be  as- 

pirants for  honors  celestial,  who  were  al- 
lowed to  contribute  to  the  treasury,  on  the 

ground  that  at  the  time  their  funds  would 
prove  more  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  than 
would  their  services.  Other  associations  and 

societies,  both  religious  and  commercial, 
have  tried  this  communistic  experiment 
with  practically  the  same  success  before, 
though  in  their  case  success  might  have  at 
least  been  expected,  as  the  best  men  for  the 
place  was  as  a  rule  selected  to  take  charge 
of  whatever  department  he  was  best  fitted 

for,  while  with  Harris,  it  was  salvation's 
plan,  that  he  (Harris)  should  direct  every- 

thing, and  that  his  followers  might  become 
properly  subjugated  and  fitted  for  higher 
spheres,  the  man  who  could  do  a  thing,  and 
do  it  well  was  always  set  to  doing  some- 

thing he  knew  nothing  whatever  about,, 
with  the  result  that  what  was  done  was 

done  poorly,  and  in  a  manner  most  ex- 
pensive. Thus  former  ministers  of  the 

"word"  were  set  to  hoeing  potatoes,  or 
digging  ditches,  while  men  whom  the  world 
knew  as  successful  in  the  field  of  science, 
literature,  or  the  arts,  were  set  to  herding 
sheep,  milking  cows  (which  they  generally 
dried  up  in  short  order)  or  other  duties, 
even  to  washing  dishes  and  pots  and  pans, 
while  a  few  of  those  who  had  joined  the 
band,  and  were  familiar  with  such  things, 
were  exalted  to  the  high  places,  and  in  such 
places,  and  in  such  positions,  were  as  much 
at  sea  and  ill  at  ease  as  were  their  fellow 
colaborators  who  had  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  a  wider  world,  and  more  liberal  oppor- 

tunities. As  stated  in  a  former  paragraph 
there  were  never  in  the  history  of  the 
world  a  band  of  men  and  women  gathered 
together  who  were  more  absolutely  unself- 

ish, or  purer  in  thought  or  motive  than 
were  these  followers  of  Harris,  and  it  is 
too  bad,  taken  from  whatever  standpoint 
there  is,  that  they  were  not  permitted  to 
exercise  the  talents  God  had  given  them, 
in  a  manner  at  once  dignified  and  congenial, 
and  have  attained  to  substantial  success, 
even  were  they  denied  the  higher  and 
dearer  Spiritual  One,  which  they  sought. 

One  of  the  first  industries  attempted  was 
the  making  of  packages  to  ship  grapes  in, 
and  this  was  carried  on  in  an  old  mill  which 

was  located  at  the  time  on  the  Odgen  pro- 
perty. The  packages  turned  out  would 

make  the  latter  day  grape  grower  smile, 
and  cause  others  doubtless  to  swear,  and 
truly  they  were  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made,  though  every  stick  was  cut  with  an 
invocation,  and  every  tack  hammered  home 
with  a  prayer.  A  greenhouse  was  possibly 
the  next  venture,  and  this  did  better,  very 
likely  from  the  fact  that  an  experienced 

man  from  the  "world"  was  hired  to  come 
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and  run  the  same  until  such  time  as  some 
of  the  Chosen  could  learn  how.  Later  on, 
a  restaurant  was  built  at  the  station,  and 
while  it  is  not  recorded  as  a  financial  suc- 

cess, it  is  remembered  as  a  most  cozy  and 
entirely  clean  little  place  where  the  public 
got  all  they  paid  for.  Had  this  tame  pub- 

lic been  aware  that  the  "barkeeps"  were  for- 
mer social  swells  of  New  York  and  London 

and  that  one  at  least  of  the  waitresses  was 

a  familiar  figure  in  the  New  York  "four 
hundred,"  to  say  nothing  of  the  homes  that 
had  been  made  lonely  in  different  parts  of 
the  land,  because  the  chief  cooks  and  bottle 
washers  in  general  had  forsaken  them  to 
become  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  in  this  latter  day  Jerusalem.  If,  as 
we  say,  all  this  had  been  known,  it  is  possi- 

ble a  better  business  had  resulted.  The 
restaurant  was  burned  after  some  years  and 
never  rebuilt,  Harris  saying  that  it  had 
served  its  purpose.  A  hotel  was  also  con- 

ducted for  a  time,  though  principally  to 
accommodate  enquiring  strangers,  or  to 
shelter  for  the  "moment  friends  or  relatives 
who  had  journeyed  hither  to  make  one 
more,  or  last  attempt  to  induce  the  brother, 
or  sister,  or  friend,  who  was  here  to  return 
with  them  and  hereafter  serve  the  Lord  in 
some  more  congenial  and  less  exacting  way. 

Of  all  of  the  ventures  by  the  community 
that  of  wine  making  was  without  doubt  the 
most  successful;  and  for  the  reason  that 
a  thoroughly  practical  and  experienced  man 
(Dr.  J.  S.  Hyde)  was  placed  in  absolute 
charge.  Dr.  Hyde  was  a  member  of  the 
elect  and  came  to  Brocton  from  Missouri 
where  he  had  been  engaged  in  wine  making 
for  a  long  time.  The  doctor  brought  some 
of  his  products  with  him,  and  these  formed 
the  base  of  the  first  wines  offered  for  sale 
at  the  community  restaurant.  The  cellar 
that  was  built  was  quite  a  pretentious  affair 
for  those  days,  being  of  stone,  and  arched 
over,  twenty  feet  wide  and  one  hundred  feet 
long,  with  a  two  story  building  over  it,  and 
which  is  still  in  use  for  wine  purposes  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  universally  conceded 
that  no  better  wine  was  ever  made  in  the 
United  States  than  that  Dr.  Hyde  made  in 
the  cellar  above  mentioned.  It  became 

known  far  and  wide  for  its  purity  and  ex- 
cellence and  laid  the  foundation  for  what  is 

the  most  successful  company  of  its  age  in 
America  today,  viz.,  the  Brotherhood  Wine 
Company  of  New  York  City.  This  company 
has,  however,  no  connection  with  any  com- 

munity interests  of  the  present  time. 

About  this  time,  more  attention  began 
to  be  given  to  farming  and  fruit  growing, 
with  the  more  practical  members  for  the 

time  being,  in  charge  of  the  several  depart- 
ments, and  under  this  regime  there  was 

noticeable  improvement  in  the  financial 
gains,  and  for  some  years  matters  moved 
along  with  but  little  change.  During  the 
winter  of  1874-5  Harris  went  to  California, 
purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land  near  Santa 
Rosa,  and  to  which  the  members  (at  Broc- 

ton) were  to  be  transported  at  such  time 
as  they  could  be  spared,  or  their  spiritual 
advancement  would  warrant,  the  California 
contingent  being  intended  to  represent  a 
sort  of  thirty-third  degree  of  advancement. 
Distance  is  generally  supposed  to  lend  en- 

chantment, though  in  the  present  case  it 
failed  most  signally  for  with  the  continent 
to  divide  them,  those  who  had  remained  be- 

hind, to  do  most  of  the  work,  began  to 
waver  somewhat  in  their  steadfastness  to- 

wards the  "prophet"  and  his  teachings,  and 
from  uncertainty  began  to  doubt,  while 
from  doubt  they  went  to  open  revolt,  and 
demanded  what  of  their  property  was  in 
shape  to  be  returned.  This  was  in  1883 
and  witnessed  the  final  and  absolute  dis- 

ruption of  the  Harris  community  so  far  as 
Brocton  and  Chautauqua  County  were  con- 

cerned. Some  of  the  members  at  the  last 

moment  went  over  to  Harris,  but  the  oth- 
ers, having  secured  what  they  could  get 

in  a  property  way,  forgot  the  almost  quar- 
ter of  a  century  they  had  spent  in  follow- 
ing a  will-o-the-wisp,  and  with  undaunted 

courage,  turned  again  to  the  fields  and  paths 
they  had  followed  in  earlier  years. 

RALPH    AHIRA  HALL. 

A  citizen  of  Brocton  who  has  been  active 

in  business  affairs  and  whose  position  re- 
flects the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held,  is 

Ralph  Ahira  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Sed- 
wick,  Hancock  County,  Maine,  in  1844.  His 
father,  James  A.  Hall,  and  mother,  Caroline 
H.  Hall,  removed  to  Brocton  in  the  same 
year.  His  grandfather,  Ahira  Hall,  settled 
in  the  Town  of  Portland  in  1816.  Mr.  Hall 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 

at  the  Fredonia  Academy,  which  he  attend- 
ed in  1859-fiO.  October  19,  1870,  he  married 

Mary  Jane  Haight.  A  daughter,  Eva  H. 
Hall,  was  born  July  7,  1873. 

Mr.  Hall  began  work  as  a  clerk  for  John 
T.  and  William  F.  Green  in  Sherman  when 
he  was  seventeen  years  old.    In  1S70  he 
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began  business  for  himself  in  a  partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hall  &  Thompson. 
In  1871-72  the  firm  style  was  Hall  &  Ball. 
Prom  1872  to  1881  he  conducted  a  hardware 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Ralph  A. 
Hall.  In  1883-84  he  worked  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  wholesale  hardware  firm 
of  Walbridge  &  Company,  Buffalo.  From 
1885  to  1892  he  was  engaged  in  a  private 
banking  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Dean  &  Hall.  In  the  last  named  year  he  or- 

ganized the  State  Bank  of  Brocton,  of 
which  institution  he  has  been  the  President 
since  its  organization.  In  1891  he  organized 
the  Brocton  Land  and  Improvement  Com- 

pany, who  purchased  all  of  the  remaining 

property  of  the  "Harris  Community" — some 
five  hundred  acres — which  has  since  been 
parceled  out  in  vineyard  tracts  of  five  and 
ten  acres  each.  This  was  a  very  success- 

ful business  venture.  In  1900  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Brocton  Fruit 

Juice  Company,  who  manufacture  some  of 
the  finest  native  wines  to  be  found  in  this 
country,  and  has  been  its  Treasurer  since 
its  organization.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  largely  interested  in  grape  growing 
and  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  Treas- 

urer of  various  grape  shipping  companies. 
Mr.  Hall  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church.  He  has  membership  in 
the  Masons,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 

men, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal 
Templars  of  Temperance. 

JAMES  AHIRA  HALL,  M.  D. 

James  Ahira  Hall,  M.  D.,  whose  abilities 
as  a  physician  and  surgeon  were  widely 
known,  and  who  served  for  more  than  three 
years  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Union  Army,  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire  April  4,  1815.  His 
father,  Ahira  Hall,  settled  in  Portland  in 

1816.  Dr.  Hall's  education  was  begun  in  the 
common  school  at  Portland  and  he  attended 

Bowdoin  College  in  1837,  '38  and  '39,  when 
he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 

cine, and  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Sedwick,  Maine.  He  came 
to  Brocton  in  1844,  and  lived  there  until 
his  death  in  1805.  He  married  Caroline  H. 
Herrick  of  Brooklin,  Maine,  in  January, 
1839.  Their  children  are  Ralph  A.  Hall, 
Theodore  F.  Hall,  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Belknap, 
Mrs.  Alice  C.  Mericle  and  Mrs.  Ada  C.  Sulli- 
van. 

Dr.  Hall  was  commissioned  surgeon  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  New  York  State 

Volunteers  September  9,  1861,  by  B.  D.  Mor- 
gan, Governor  of  New  York.  He  received  an 

honorable  discharge  from  the  service  Octo- 
ber 18,  1864,  at  Fort  Porter,  Buffalo.  He  was 

JAMES  A.  HALL,  M.  D 

afterwards  appointed  surgeon  in  charge  of 
the  New  York  State  Hospitals,  located  in 
and  about  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
He  died  at  Brocton  April  8,  1865. 

URIAH  S.  LA  DUE. 

Uriah  S.  LaDue,  of  Brocton.  is  one  of 

Chautauqua  County's  oldest  and  most  re- 
spected citizens.  He  was  born  in  Coving- 

ton, Genesee  County,  October  27,  1820,  and 
in  March,  1826,  when  he  was  five  years  of 
age,  came  with  his  father  and  mother, 
Joshua  and  Julia  Ann  LaDue,  to  this  sec- 

tion, settling  about  four  miles  south  of  the 
Village  of  Sherman.  There  he  grew  up, 
gained  a  good  common  school  education, 
attended  the  Mayville  Academy  one  term, 
in  1838,  and  on  September  27,  1840,  was  mar- 

ried to  Mary  Jane  Morgan,  daughter  of 
Russell  and  Hannah  Morgan,  in  the  Town 
of  Chatuauqua.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaDue 
were  born  five  children,  Albert  LaDue,  Har- 

riet Mariah  LaDue  (now  Mrs.  Blood),  Frank 
A.  LaDue.  Eugene  E.  LaDue  and  Joshua 
LaDue,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
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Mr.  LaDue  started  out  in  life  as  a  school 
teacher  but  after  three  terms  gave  up  the 
profession  and  began  farming  in  the  Town 
of  Chautauqua  in  1841.  He  continued  to 
till  the  soil  until  1850  when  he  turned  his 
attention  to  buying  stock  of  all  kinds,  a 
business  he  continued  to  follow  until  1890, 
In  18GG  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Broc- 
ton  and  that  village  has  since  been  his 
home. 

Mr.  LaDue  has  always  been  a  Democrat 
in  politics  and  in  18G1  he  was  nominated 
by  his  party  as  a  candidate  for  Justice  of 
the  Peace.    He  was  elected,  held  the  office 

URIAH  S.  LA  DUE 

for  nine  consecutive  terms,  and  for  nearly 
half  the  time  he  was  Justice  of  the  Sessions. 
He  has  been  a  Notary  Public  for  forty  years. 
Mr.  LaDue  has  never  missed  attending  a 
Democratic  County  Convention  since  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  has  never 
missed  voting  at  a  state  election  or  town 
meeting,  and  was  present  at  the  National 
Convention  that  nominated  Grover  Cleveland 
for  President  the  first  time. 

Mr.  LaDue's  business  through  life  has 
been  that  of  a  dealer  in  stock  and  various 
sorts  of  merchandise.  He  has  never  been  a 
member  of  a  firm  or  company  but  was  at 

different  times  associated  in  business  with 
T.  S.  Moss,  Mark  Haight,  Albert  Haywood, 
Jason  Webster  and  Robert  Quinn,  all  now 
dead.  He  was  a  member  of  the  war  com- 

mittee of  the  county  during  the  rebellion  and 

filled  the  Town  of  Portland's  quota  of  men 
at  the  call  for  volunteers.  Although  not  a 
lawyer  Mr.  LaDue  has  acquired  considerable 
knowledge  of  legal  practice  and  during  the 
war  paid  license  as  a  pettifogger. 

Mr.  LaDue  has  never  united  with  any 
religious  denomination  but  is  an  attendant 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  says  he  has 

always  found  that  to  "do  unto  others  as  you 
would  they  should  do  unto  you,"  is  a  good 
enough  discipline. 

CAPTAIN  JAMES  BUTLER. 

Captain  James  Butler  of  Brocton  who  has 
owned  and  commanded  nearly  fifty  vessels 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  was  born  at  Thenford, 
in  Northamptonshire,  England,  November 
25,  1817,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Ann 
(Batchelor)  Butler.  His  parents  were  na- 

tives of  Northamptonshire  and  united  at  an 
early  age  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  They  were  an  honest,  hard-work- 

ing couple  and  came  in  1832  to  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  when  the  cholera  was  raging 
in  that  section  of  country.  Joseph  Butler 

was  a  shepherd  in  England,  but  after  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  he  followed  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  April 

11,  1855,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years 
and  three  months.  Mrs.  Butler  was  a  kind 
Christian  woman,  and  passed  from  the 
scenes  of  this  life  at  Geneva,  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  in  1878,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety-five  years.  James  Butler,  at  fif- 

teen years  of  age,  came  with  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  and  on  September  1,  1833,  went  to 

Lake  Erie,  where  he  resolved  upon  a  sailor's 
life  for  himself  and  embarked  as  a  hand  on 

a  small  schooner  called  the  "Parrot, '  on 
which  he  remained  until  it  was  laid  up  for 
the  winter.  The  next  spring  he  was  offered 

a  berth  on  the  "Parrot"  which  some  unac- 
countable impulse  caused  him  to  decline, 

and  as  the  vessel  sank  when  three  hours 
out  from  the  harbor  with  all  on  board,  he 
thinks  it  was  a  providential  interposition 
that  caused  him  not  to  go  on  board.  He 
then  worked  his  way  to  Detroit  where  he 
spent  his  last  ten  cents  for  a  loaf  of  bread 
and  some  cheese,  upon  which  he  managed  to 
live  for  ten  days,  while  a  workshop  afforded 
him  a  sleeping  place.    At  the  end  of  this 
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time  he  went  on  board  a  steam  vessel  and 
worked  his  way  to  Buffalo  where  he  soon 
obtained  the  position  of  chief  cook  on  a 
schooner  at  twelve  dollars  per  month.  In 
six  months  he  obtained  a  promotion,  and 
was  successively  promoted  until  he  became 
Captain,  which  position  he  held  on  different 
vessels  for  seventeen  years.  After  forty 
years  of  active  service  on  the  lakes,  during 
which  time  he  never  lost  a  vessel  or  a 
sailor,  he  came  in  187G  to  Brocton,  where 
he  built  one  of  the  finest  brick  residences 

of  that  village.  Of  late  years  Captain  But- 
ler turned  his  attention  to  grape  growing. 

He  owned  twenty-three  vessels  including 
everything  from  a  scow  to  a  brig.  In  1861 

he  built  the  bark  "A.  P.  Nichols"  (named 
for  his  Buffalo  attorney),  and  in  the  suc- 

ceeding year  the  "Red,  White  and  Blue." 
They  were  said  to  be  the  fastest  vessels 
then  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  latter  named 
one  was  pronounced,  when  it  was  launched, 
to  be  the  largest  and  finest  vessel  on  Lake 
Erie.  He  was  also  a  ship  merchant  for  some 
years  in  Buffalo.  He  has  wrought  out  for 
himself  the  success  of  his  life  and  the  com- 

mendable ambition  of  the  poor  boy  has  been 
more  than  realized  in  the  position  of  the 
respected  and  influential  citizen. 

On  June  12,  187G,  Captain  Butler  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Sarah  (Skinner)  Ma- 
loney,  of  Brocton,  and  they  went  on  a  bridal 
trip  to  the  old  world,  where  they  visited 
England  and  many  other  countries  of  Eu- 

rope. They  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Anna 
M.,  wife  of  Archie  Furman. 

Captain  Butler  was  a  Republican  politi- 
tically  and  was  fourteen  years  a  Trustee  and 
Steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
which  organization  he  bequeathed  four 
thousand  dollars  for  a  new  church.  He 
was  a  substantial  citizen  of  Brocton,  where 
he  died  on  January  11,  189G,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years. 

JOHN   L.  CAMPBELL. 

John  Livingston  Campbell  took  up  his 
present  residence  in  Brocton  November  20, 
1899.  He  was  born  February  1,  1872,  at  a 
point  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  the 
Village  of  Portland,  adjacent  to  Woloben's 
Sideway  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  His 
parents  were  Patrick  and  Catherine  Camp- 

bell, who  journeyed  from  Ireland  and  made 
their  residence  in  Dunkirk  during  the  year 
1854. 

Equipped  with  a  strong  constitution  and 
an  abundance  of  energy,  Mr.  Campbell  com- 

menced his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  village  in  which  he 
was  born.  Later  he  entered  the  Fredonia 
Normal  School,  took  the  classical  course 
and  graduated  from  that  institution  on  June 
18,  1895.  Subsequently  he  studied  law  one 
winter  in  the  office  of  Attorney  A.  E.  Nu- 
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gent  of  Dunkirk.  Entering  Cornell  LTni- 
versity,  he  received  his  diploma  on  June 
17,  1899,  and  on  the  4th  of  February,  two 
years  later,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of 
the  state.  He  opened  an  office  in  Brocton 
on  the  date  indicated  in  a  previous  portion 
of  this  article,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
attended  to  a  growing  practice  in  that  town. 

During  the  earlier  portion  of  his  career, 
Mr.  Campbell  was  a  member  of  the  Demo- 

cratic Party.  As  an  active  factor  in  that 
organization  he  was  nominated  as  a  candi- 

date for  Member  of  the  Assembly  in  the 

Second  Chautauqua  District,  but  he  was  de- 
feated by  S.  Fred  Nixon.  He  has  never  held 

any  political  office.  In  1898,  Mr.  Campbell 
severed  his  connection  with  the  Democracy 
and  since  that  period  he  has  been  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  Party. 

John  L.  Campbell  and  Cora  B.  Rutherford 
were  united  in  marriage  at  Columbus,  Chen- 
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ango  County,  November  21,  1890.  They  have 
two  sons,  John  R.  Campbell,  who  was  born 
December  10,  1901,  and  Thomas  R.,  born 
December  24,  1904.  Mr.  Campbell  is  num- 

bered as  one  of  Brocton's  representative 
citizens. 

GEORGE   R.  PETTIT. 

George  R.  Pettit,  who  has  received  im- 
portant recognition  at  the  hands  of  two 

Presidents,  was  born  in  Brocton  October  15, 
18G9,  and  has  always  lived  there.  He  is  a 
son  of  Lieutenant  William  W.  Pettit  of  the 
First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Regiment,  who 
came  to  Brocton  in  1864  and  married  Laura 
E.  Reynolds.  He  lived  there  until  his  death, 
in  1899.  George  R.  Pettit  married  Isabella 
Evelyn  Kibbe  at  Mayville  October  1,  1896. 
They  have  two  children,  Marion  Ruth  Pettit, 
born  February  6,  1900,  and  William  Kibbe 
Pettit,  born  December  19,  1902.  Mr.  Pettit 
always  lived  on  a  farm  until  September  1, 
1898,  when  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Brocton  by  President  McKinley.  He  was 
reappointed  by  President  Roosevelt  Jan- 

uary 22,  1903.  He  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict school  and  took  a  course  of  study  in 

the  College  of  Commerce,  Buffalo.  He  is 
a  member  of  Portland  Grange  No.  2;  Broc- 

ton Lodge,  No.  284;  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 

ISABELLA  KIBBE  PET!  IT 

Lake  Shore  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons. 

Isabella  Kibbe  Pettit,  of  Brocton,  was 
born  in  Mayville  November  5,  1872.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Almon  E.  Kibbe,  and 
always  lived  there  until  she  was  married, 
in  1896,  to  George  R.  Pettit.  She  re- 

ceived her  education  in  the  Mayville  Union 

School.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church,  Mayville,  having  been 
confirmed  June  28,  1887.  She  is  a  member 

of  James  A.  Hall  Post,  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  No.  108,  Brocton,  and  Portland  Chap- 

ter, No.   ,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

DR.  HERMAN  J.  DEAN. 

Herman  J.  Dean,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  the 
Town  of  Royalton,  Niagara  County,  New 
York,  July  8,  1832,  and  was  a  son  of  Rev. 
Robert  and  Amanda  (Stebbins)  Dean. 
Growing  to  manhood  in  his  native  town  he 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Niagara  County  and  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  in  1854.  After  complet- 

ing the  required  course  of  reading  he  en- 
tered Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati, 

Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1857. 
In  the  same  year  he  came  to  Brocton  and 
began  the  practice  of  medicine. 
On  October  30,  1861,  Dr.  Dean  married 

Eda  F.  Fay,  a  daughter  of  Lincoln  Fay,  son 
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of  Elisha  Fay,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
and  substantial  citizens  of  the  Town  of 
Portland.  Dr.  Dean  was  a  member  of  Chau- 

tauqua County  Medical  Society  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  New  York  State  Medical 
Association.  He  was  a  Republican  political- 

ly and  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
of  Portland  for  five  consecutive  terms. 

Dr.  Dean  was  also  interested  in  the  ma- 
terial development  and  financial  prosperity 

of  the  village.  He  was  for  several  years 
a  member  of  the  banking  house  of  Dean  & 
Hall,  which  was  merged  into  the  State 
Bank  of  Brocton,  he  becoming  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Dr.  Dean  died  October  9,  1901,  at  his  home 
in  Brocton,  where  he  was  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  practitioners  in 
the  county  and  will  long  be  remembered 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  integrity. 

Mr.  Furman  worked  in  the  post  office  in 
his  native  town  and  for  his  father,  in  the 
grocery  business  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  started  out  in  business  for  himself  No- 

vember 23,  1898.  The  firm  of  which  he  is 
the  head,  Furman  &  Company,  are  mer- 

chant tailors  and  dealers  in  dry  goods, 
clothing,  hats,  furnishings  and  shoes.  The 
success  that  has  attended  the  conduct  of 
this  business  has  been  well  merited. 

Mr.  Furman  has  never  sought  political" 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  atten- 

tion to  his  business.  He  is  a  member  and 
Trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
a  member  of  Brocton  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias;  Lake  Shore  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac- 

cepted Masons,  of  Brocton;  Dunkirk  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  Ismailia 

Shrine  of  Buffalo,  and  of  the  Merchants' 
Association  of  New  York  City. 

ARCHIE    R.  FURMAN. 

Archie  R.  Furman,  a  representative  young- 
business  man  of  Brocton,  was  born  in  that 
place  August  9,  1875,  and  has  always  lived 
there,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  when 

AHUHIE  If.  FURMAN 

he  was  in  Buffalo.  His  father  is  C.  O. 
Furman  and  his  mother  Harriet  (Whitford) 
Furman.  Mr.  Furman  attended  the  com- 

mon schools  and  in  189C  he  took  a  course 
of  training  at  the  Buffalo  Business  College. 
He  married  Anna  May  Butler  of  Brocton 
September  2,  189G,  and  they  have  two  child- 

ren, James  A.  Furman  and  Charles  O.  Fur- 
man. 

THEODORE  SHERWOOD  MOSS. 

Of  the  old  and  valued  residents  who  have 
lived  and  died  in  Chautauqua  County,  few 
were  better  known  and  none  more  sincerely 
lamented  than  was  Theodore  Sherwood 

Moss  of  Brocton.  Born  at  Sandy  Hill,  Wash- 
ington County,  October  16,  1822,  he  took  up 

his  residence  at  Salem  Cross  Roads,  as  then 
called,  now  Brocton,  in  1839.  His  father 
and  mother  were  Edward  and  Sally  Moss 
of  Sandy  Hill.  His  education  began  in  the 
common  school  at  Sandy  Hill  and  was  fin- 

ished at  the  Brocton  Academy.  He  began 
business  life  as  a  clerk  for  R.  S.  Morrison 
in  a  country  store  where  he  remained  until 
1845.  His  marriage  occurred  during  this 
period,  when  he  wedded  Helen  C.  Saxton  of 
Brocton.  In  1845  he  entered  into  a  co- 

partnership with  Mr.  Morrison,  which  lasted 
until  1858.  Shortly  thereafter  Mr.  Moss 
formed  a  co-partnership  with  Mark  Haight, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Moss  &  Haight. 
Their  association  was  of  the  most  congenial 
nature  and  the  i  artnership  continued  with 
great  success  until  Mr.  Haight  met  a  tragic 
death.  They  were  engaged  in  mercantile 
and  banking  enterprise.  With  Captain  Mer- 
icle  he  afterward  engaged  in  lake  transpor- 

tation, and  he  had  some  notable  real  estate 
transactions  in  Fredonia  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Moss  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
when,  for  many  years,  he  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  of  Portland,  he  was  practically 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  electors  of  the 
town,  although  the  party  of  which  he  was 
a  member  was  greatly  outnumbered  by  the 
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opposition.  Three  times  he  was  nominated 
for  the  Legislature,  and  in  two  of  the  con- 

tests he  came  very  near  election,  while  in 
the  third  the  result  was  in  doubt  for  days 
until  his  defeat  by  two  votes  was  finally  an- 

nounced. A  most  significant  tribute  to  his 
many  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
was  the  manner  in  which  he  ran  ahead  of 
his  ticket  in  these  contests.  He  held  for 
some  time  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Of  the  most  kindly  and  benevolent  nature 
personally  Mr.  Moss  was  a  Universalist  and 
a  decided  unbeliever  in  endless  punishment. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Moss  occurred  suddenly 
when  near  the  age  of  three  score  and  ten. 
Of  the  six  children  Helen  L.  is  the  wife  of 
J.  A.  Dunham  of  Brocton;  Lucy  B.,  the  wife 
of  Jay  P.  Mericle,  Jamestown;  Emma  V., 
the  wife  of  Hanson  Roberts,  Brocton;  Ida 

M.,  the  wife  of  Brewer  D.  Phillips  of  James- 
town. The  sons  are  Theodore  C.  and  Ed- 

ward S.  Moss.  Helen  C.  Moss,  the  widow 

ox  Theodore  Sherwood  Moss,  died  in  Broc- 
ton October  28,  1902. 

FRANZ  C.  LEWIS. 

Franz  C.  Lewis,  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Bar, 
is  the  son  of  Sarah  J.  and  Albert  W.  Lewis. 
He  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Harmony, 
Chautauqua  County,  October  2C,  1SG8.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
school  of  the  township  in  which  he  resided, 
and  deciding  upon  a  professional  career, 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  Buffalo 
Law  School  and  in  1894  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar. 

In  1887  he  removed  to  Brocton  and  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1894,  he  commenced  the  practice 

of  his  profession  in  that  village.  He  was 
signally  successful  and  is  now  known  and 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  attorneys 
of  Chautauqua  County.  In  addition  to  his 

professional  work  he  conducts  a  general  in- 
surance business  and  is  also  engaged  in 

other  important  business  enterprises,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  manufacture  of 
grape  baskets  and  the  development  of  the 
grape  industry  which  now  represents  the 
investment  of  many  thousands  of  dollars 
of  capital  in  Northern  Chautauqua.  He  is 
Secretary  of  the  Potville  Basket  Company 
and  President  of  the  Nabath  vineyards. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  married  at  Brocton  Au- 
gust 24,  1891.  His  bride  was  Miss  Emma 

A.  Brainard.  They  have  three  children, 
Russell  A.  Lewis,  born  September  5,  1892; 
Fred  LaMonte,  born  December  17,  1900,  and 
Paul  Phinney  Lewis,  born  May  11,  1903. 

FRANZ  C.  L  E  WIS 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  actively  interested 
in  all  those  things  that  conduce  to  the  wel- 

fare and  prosperity  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides. 

DR.  HORACE  C.  TAYLOR. 

By  Obed  Edson. 
Horace  Clefton  Taylor,  son  of  Bernice  and 

Caroline  (Eastwood)  Taylor  was  born  in 
Montague,  Franklin  County  Massachusetts, 
November  2G,  1813.  In  May  1827  he  became 
a  citizen  of  Chautauqua  County,  where  he 
resided  until  his  decease  December  21,  1903, 
a  period  of  over  seventy-six  years.  He  first 
came  to  Fredonia  with  his  parents  and  their 
family  of  six  children,  he  being  the  eldest. 
He  obtained  his  education  at  the  common 
school  and  Fredonia  Academy  during  his 
residence  there  of  five  years.  He  early  be- 

gan to  prepare  for  the  ministry,  but  subse- 
quently turned  his  attention  to  the  si  inly  of 
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medicine.  He  pursued  his  studies  at  Salem 
Roads,  now  Brocton,  and  with  Prof.  B.  L. 
Hill  of  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio.  He  graduated 
at  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  in  Cincin- 

nati, Ohio,  in  the  class  of  1848  and  1849  and 
immediately  commenced  practice  at  Broc- 
ton.  There  he  continued  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  for  fifty  years  and  was  a 
United  States  examining  surgeon  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 

sonic fraternity.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican and  was  elected  by  that  party  Su- 
pervisor of  the  Town  of  Portland  in  1859, 

1SG1,  18G2  and  1878. 
But  it  was  in  connection  with  the  public 

charities  that  he  rendered  the  public  the 
greatest  service  and  made  himself  the  high- 

est authority  in  his  county  upon  that  and 
kindred  subjects.  Thirty  years  ago  by  far 
the  largest  item  of  its  expenses  was  that  for 
the  support  of  its  alms  house  and  asylum 
and  for  the  care  of  the  poor  of  the  county. 
This  expense  was  often  more  than  thirty 
thousand  dollars  in  a  single  year.  In  1873 
Dr.  Taylor  was  elected  County  Superintend- 

ent of  the  Poor  to  serve  three  years.  In  the 
first  year  of  this  term  the  county  was  flood- 

ed by  an  extraordinary  number  of  transient 
vagrants,  known  as  tramps;  eleven  thous- 

and four  hundred  ninety-seven  were  fed  and 
lodged  by  the  poor  authorities  that  year, 
at  the  expense  to  the  county  of  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  thirty  dollars.  To  comply 
with  the  demands  of  humanity,  and  at  the 
same  time  avoid  the  threatened  burden  of 
taxation,  was  the  perplexing  situation  that 
Dr.  Taylor  and  his  associates  had  to 
face.  They  so  managed  the  difficult  matter 
that  during  the  last  year  of  his  term  the  ex- 

pense to  the  county  was  less  than  one- 
twentieth  of  what  it  was  the  first.  Dr.  Tay- 

lor's superior  knowledge  of  this  kind  led  to 
his  appointment  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 

tee upon  the  pcorhouse  and  farm  while  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  to 
be  chosen  two  more  terms  as  County  Super- 

intendent of  the  Poor.  The  duties  of  this 
office  he  continued  to  perform  with  ability 
and  faithfulness,  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 

tion of  the  people  of  the  county.  The  full 
and  lucid  reports  of  the  Superintendents  of 
the  Poor  that  were  annually  made  during 

Dr.  Taylor's  eleven  years  of  service,  were 
all  drawn  by  his  pen.  The  excellent  man- 

agement of  the  asylum,  poor  house  and  farm 
by  the  County  Superintendents  during  his 
years  of  official  service  placed  the  Chautau- 

qua poor  house  and  asylum  in  the  front 
rank  among  the  institutions  of  the  kind  in 

the  state  and  gained  for  them  the  approval 
of  the  state  authorities.  At  the  end  of  bis 
lasl  official  term,  being  then  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  he  declined  further  election. 
He,  however,  for  several  years  represented 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Chautauqua 
County  in  the  state  convention  of  the  Super- 

intendents of  the  Poor,  and  was  Chairman 
of  its  committee  on  program.  In  the  state 
convention  his  enlarged  views,  the  efficient 
methods  that  he  recommended,  the  original 
and  instructive  papers  that  he  read  at  its 

meeting's  made  him  well  and  widely  known 
throughout  the  state.  Dr.  Taylor  was  one 
of  that  small  number  of  conscientious  and 
faithful  public  servants  holding  places  of 
honor  and  trust  that  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service  left  the  community 
they  served  a  debtor  to  them. 

The  rare  and  valuable  service  of  another 
character  that  Dr.  Taylor  has  rendered  to 
the  people  of  the  county  entitles  him  still 
more  to  their  grateful  remembrance.  He 
has  done  much  to  preserve  the  history  of  the 
county  and  of  its  early  settlers.  Besides  the 

many  important  papers  that  he  has  contrib- 
uted in  the  past  he  prepared  for  the  Centen- 
nial history  of  the  county  a  valuable  article 

on  its  military  record.  His  papers  have  al- 
ways been  of  the  first  value,  not  only  for 

their  historical  research  but  for  their  liter- 
ary merit  also.  Thirty  years  ago  he  wrote 

and  published  an  excellent  history  of  the 
Town  of  Portland,  the  most  complete  and 
comprehensive  ever  written  of  a  town  in 
the  state.  He  has  been  a  leading  and  most 
valuable  member  of  the  Chautauqua  Society 
of  History  and  Natural  Science  since  it  was 
instituted  in  1883.  In  1894  he  was  elected 

its  President  and  filled  that  honorable  posi- 
tion until  his  decease. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  twice  married;  first  to 
Eliza  Jane  Roff,  October  1,  1835,  who  died 
May  13,  1S4G;  second  to  Frances  Chambers, 
.Tun?  14,  1847,  she  died  January  31,  1899.  He 
had  two  children  by  each  marriage;  but  one, 
Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Farnham  of  Brocton,  is  now 
living. 

For  fifty-five  years  Dr.  Taylor  had  been  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  a  constant  attendant  upon  its  ser- 

vices, a  teacher  of  its  classes,  often  conduct- 
ing its  services  in  the  absence  of  its  pastor. 

He  was  frequently  its  representative  at  de- 
nominational meetings  and  a  liberal  sub- 

scriber to  aid  in  the  preaching  of  the  gospel. 
He  left  to  his  descendants  a  legacy  of  the 
highest  value— the  record  of  a  pure  life,  and 
a  character  unblemished. 
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CHARLES  KINNEY. 

A  public  spirited,  progressive  business 
gentleman  who  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  this  part  of  the  state  and. 
elsewhere  is  Charles  Kinney  of  Brocton. 
He  was  born  in  Addison,  Steuben  County, 
December  12,  1847,  and  lived  in  Pennsylva- 

nia before  he  moved  to  Brocton,  in  1882. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  till  he  was 
fifteen  years  old  and  from  18G5  to  1867  he 
took  the  elementary  and  scientific  courses 
in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Mansfield, 
Pennsylvania.  He  married  Sarah  J.  Wood 
at  Corning,  August  14,  18G7.  They  have 
three  daughters,  Miss  H.  Mina  Kinney,  at 
home;  Mrs.  M.  Belle  Smith,  Brocton,  and 
Miss  Elsie  Kinney,  at  home. 

Mr.  Kinney  began  work  as  a  contract 
builder  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
at  Blossburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  he 
continued  until  he  was  twenty-six.  From 
1873  to  1882  he  was  proprietor  of  a  wheel 
factory  at  Kendall,  Pennsylvania,  when  he 
settled  in  Brocton,  where  he  ran  a  flouring 
mill  and  conducted  business  as  a  contract 
builder  until  a  few  years  ago.  He  built  the 
Brocton  school,  Dean  Hall,  the  Mericle 
block  and  many  houses  in  Brocton.  He  has 
for  some  time  been  associated  with  Jonas 

Martin  and  Ernest  Buckner  in  the  Brocton 
Wine  and  Distributing  Company,  whose 

"Old  Country  Wine  Cellars"  are  among  the 
best  in  the  state.  The  company  has  already 
taken  a  prominent  place  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  choicest  wines  of  the  best  of  grape 
fields. 

Mr.  Kinney  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
War,  having  served  with  the  zeal  that  has 
characterized  his  efforts  in  business  life, 

in  Company  L,  Second  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry. His  father  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 

same  regiment.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
elective  and  appointive  offices.  Was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Town  of  Port- 

land in  1892,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He 
was  Postmaster  of  Vineyard  from  1898  until 
his  resignation  in  1904.  He  was  Coroner 
of  Chautauqua  County  three  years  and  was 
elected  to  a  fourth  term  in  1903,  but  re- 

signed. He  was  appointed  Deputy  Factory 
Inspector  November  1,  1903,  which  office  he 
still  holds. 

Mr.  Kinney  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
He  is  Secretary  of  the  New  York  State 
Hotel  Protective  Union,  and  a  member  of 

the  National  Wine  Growers'  Association. 
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GEORGE    MARTIN  MATHEWS. 

One  of  the  wellknown  Republican  leaders 
of  the  Town  of  Portland  is  George  Martin 
Mathews  who  for  the  past  seven  years  has 
been  associated  in  business  with  J.  A.  Dun- 

ham of  the  village  of  Brocton.  Mr.  Math- 
ews' ancestors  were  among  the  pioneer 

settlers  of  Chautauqua  County.  His  grand- 
parents were  George  M.  and  Louisa  Math- 

ews. They  came  to  Chautauqua  from  Cort- 
land County  in  1832.  His  parents  were 

Alvah  and  Amelia  Wood  Mathews. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 

the  Town  of  Chautauqua  December  31,  1SGG. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  town, 
later  in  Sherman,  still  later  in  Stockton, 
and  he  finished  his  school  course  in  the  Vil- 

lage of  Westfield. 

GEORGE  MARTIN  MATHEWS 

In  1SS7  and  1S88  Mr.  Mathews  taught  a 
district  school  in  the  Town  of  Portland  and 
in  1890  and  1891  he  taught  a  district  school 
in  the  Town  of  Chautauqua.  He  then  ac- 

cepted a  position  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper 
and  as  previously  stated,  for  the  past  seven 
years  he  has  been  associated  with  J.  A. 
Dunham,  a  wellknown  business  man  of 
Brocton. 

Mr.  Mathews  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  political  matters  and  that  he  is 
highly  regarded  by  his  political  associates, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  has 

represented  the  Town  of  Portland  in  the 
Republican  County  Committee  since  lyOO, 
his  term  expiring  in  190G. 

Mr.  Mathews  is  also  active  in  fraternal 
work.  He  is  a  member  of  Brocton  Lodge 

284,  Knights  of  Pythias,  serving  as  Chancel- 
lor Commander  of  that  order  in  1905.  He  is 

also  a  charter  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
W.  D.,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  was 
the  first  Senior  Deacon  of  the  lodge. 

Mr.  Mathews  was  married  at  Westfield 
July  5,  1902.  His  bride  was  Miss  Myrtie  B. 
Fitch.  They  have  one  son,  Martin  Fitch 
Mathews,  born  June  12,  1903. 

JONAS  MARTIN. 

Jonas  Martin,  one  of  the  early  grape- 
growers  of  the  Town  of  Portland,  and  for 
years  an  active  business  man  of  Brocton, 
was  a  son  of  Jason  and  Elmira  (Hill)  Mar- 

tin, and  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Portland, 
November  2G,  1828.  The  Martins  and  Hills 
were  among  the  early  settled  families  of  Ver- 

mont, and  many  of  them  served  with  credit 
in  the  Revolutionary  struggle  for  independ- 

ence. Zadoc  Martin  (grandfather)  came 
into  this  county  in  181G  with  an  ox  team, 
and  purchased  two  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Portland.  He 

was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  child- 
ren, none  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  was 

a  carpenter  by  trade,  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  died  in  the  autumn  of  1851,  at 
seventy-three  years  of  age.  His  son,  Jason 
Martin,  (father)  came  with  him  in  1S1G,  and 
settled  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the 
Village  of  Brocton,  where  he  followed  farm- 

ing until  his  death  in  1872,  when,  in  the 
sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  pros- 

perous farmer  and  old-time  Democrat,  and 
married  Elmira  Hill,  of  Vermont,  who  was 
born  in  1  sos,  and  passed  away  in  t he  same 
year  in  which  her  husband  died.  Her  grand- 

father, Reuben  Hill,  (maternal  great-grand- 
father), was  a  gunsmith,  and  made  guns  for 

the  Continental  army,  in  which  his  son, 
Zimri  Hill,  (maternal  grandfather),  served 
in  a  light  horse  company  and  lost  one  of  his 
hands.  He  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army, 
and  afterwards  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  In  1S17,  Zimri  Hill,  the  hero 
of  two  wars,  settled  in  Portland  where  he 
bought  three  hundred  acres,  one  mile  south 
of  Brocton.  and  where  he  died  in  1S44. 

Jonas  Martin  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
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mon  schools  and  a  select  school  of  the  Town 
of  Portland.  He  commenced  life  for  himself 
by  working  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand, 
and  in  two  years  acquired  sufficient  means 
to  purchase  a  small  farm  of  fifty  acres. 
After  farming  for  some  years  he  engaged  in 
grape  raising  and  speculating  in  real  estate 
which  he  continued  very  successfully  until 
his  death,  May  29,  1904.  He  was  among  the 
first  grapegrowers  in  the  Town  of  Portland, 
and  always  purchased  and  shipped  large 
quantities  of  grapes. 

In  1852,  he  married  Elvira,  daughter  of 
Philip  Mericle  of  Brocton.  Mrs.  Martin  died 
in  i S S 7 ,  leaving  one  child,  Jerome  P.,  and  in 
18S9,  Mr.  Martin  united  in  marriage  with 
Julia  E.,  daughter  of  William  Strasmer  of 
Buffalo.  To  this  second  union  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  William  J.  In  politics  Mr. 
Martin  was  a  Democrat,  and  served  his 
town  as  Assessor.  He  was  the  first  man 
that  ever  shipped  a  full  carload  of  grapes 
from  Brocton. 

RALPH  D.  FULLER. 

Ralph  D.  Fuller  was  born  in  Cazenovia, 
Madison  County,  New  York,  February  28, 
1820.    He  was  reared  and  educated  at  that 

RALPH  D.  FULLER 

place  until  bis  twentieth  year,  and  then 
came  and,  in  1840,  located  in  the  Town  of 
Portland,  engaging  in  a  general  merchan- 

tile  business,  which  he  continued  nearly 
thirty  years,  in  company  with  William 
Barnhart  about  four  years  and  balance  of 
time  alone.  In  1SCG  he  bought  and  con- 

structed a  wine-cellar  in  Portland  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  the  sparkling 

fluid  until  his  death,  May  20,  1886.  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J. 

A.  H.  Skinner  which  continued  until  his 
death.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and 
by  that  party  was  elected  to  various 
town  offices,  including  that  of  Super- 

visor of  the  Town  of  Portland.  Mr.  Fuller 

was  essentially  a  self-made  man.  He  started 
life  without  other  capital  than  a  well  de- 

veloped brain  and  industrious  habits,  and  at 
his  death  left  a  large  estate.  He  was  the 
first  man  to  manufacture  wine  in  the  Vil- 

lage of  Portland.  On  December  22,  1859,  he 
married  Adeline  Coney  at  Jamestown,  who 
was  born  and  still  lives  in  Portland. 

GEORGE  W.  FULLER. 

George  W.  Fuller,  who  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  pioneer  firm  of  wine  manufac- 

turers, Fuller  &  Skinner  of  Portland,  whose 
cellar  has  a  storing  capacity  of  sixty  thous- 

BEOKUE  W.  FULLER 

and  gallons,  is  a  son  of  Ralph  D.  and  Ada- 
line  (Coney)  Fuller,  and  was  born  in  the 
Town  of  Portland,  November  26,  1860.  His 
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grandfather  (Fuller)  was  of  German  extrac- 
tion and  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker 

and  farmer  in  Madison  County,  where  he 
died.  His  maternal  grandfather  (Oliver 
Coney)  settled  in  Portland  in  1829.  George 
W.  Fuller  was  reared  in  the  Town  of  Port- 

land, and  his  father's  store  gave  him  his 
first  practical  business  experience.  A  super- 

ior education  was  received  in  the  public 
schools  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the 
Westfleld  Academy.  Upon  returning  from 
the  Academy  he  was  employed  in  assisting 
his  father  in  the  wine  business  and  grape- 
growing.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he 

assumed  the  latter's  business,  the  partner 
being  J.  A.  H.  Skinner  of  Brocton.  Mr.  Ful- 

ler has  one  hundred  twenty-five  acres  of  vine- 
yard, his  individual  property,  in  Portland, 

which  yields  a  large  quantity  of  grapes  an- 
nually. On  May  5,  1891,  at  Portland  Mr.  Ful- 

ler married  M.  Berdena  Fay.  Their  children 
are:  Viola  Beatrice,  Ralph  D.,  Donald  C.  and 
Gertrude  Leona.  Mr.  Fuller  is  one  of  tne 
most  substantial  and  respected  citizens  of 
Portland,  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of 
Summit  Lodge,  No.  219,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Westfleld;  Westfleld  Chapter  No. 
239,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Dunkirk  Council, 
No.  25,  Royal  and  Select  Masons;  Dunkirk 
Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights  Templar,  and 
Buffalo  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  No.  320. 

GARRETT  E.  RYCKMAN. 

The  extraordinary  development  of  the 
grape  industry  of  Western  New  York,  and 
the  enormous  increase  of  the  wealth  of  luis 
district  through  this  development,  causes 
great  interest  to  attach  to  the  record  of 
those  men,  who,  by  their  sagacity,  their 
perseverence,  their  pluck  and  hard  unceas- 

ing labor  through  long  years,  have  been  the 
chief  factors  in  bringing  about  this  grand 
result.  At  the  head  of  all  these  of  the  pres- 

ent generation  by  universal  acknowledge- 
ment stands  Garrett  E.  Ryckman,  proprietor 

of  Brocton  Wine  Cellars  and  a  leading  grape 
producer.  Garrett  E.  Ryckman  is  a  son  of 
Lawrence  F.  and  Lydia  E.  (Fay)  Ryckman, 
and  was  born  March  1G,  1835,  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Brocton.  His  maternal  grand- 

parents, "Deacon"  Elijah  and  Lucy  (Belnap) 
Fay,  were  natives  of  Westboro,  Massachu- 

setts, and  in  1811  came  to  what  was  after- 
wards Salem  Cross  Roads,  but  where  at  the 

present  time  is  situated  the  Village  of  Broc- 
ton. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fay  were  the  first  set- 

tlers at  this  point,  in  fact,  about  half  of  the 

present  Village  of  Brocton  is  located  upon 
their  old  home  farm.  Lawrence  F.  Ryck- 

man, father,  came  from  near  the  City  of 
Albany,  New  York — where  the  elder  Ryck- 

man settled,  one  of  whom  was  a  member 
of  the  commission  appointed  by  King  Wil- 

liam III  to  treat  with  the  powerful  Six  Na- 
tions— and  located  in  Chautauqua  County  at 

an  early  day.  His  ancestors  were  active 
in  the  politics  of  Eastern  New  York  and 
held  prominent  offices  from  Alderman  to 
Mayor.  His  children  were:  Garrett  W., 

born  in  1804;  Caroline,  born  in  1808;  Law- 
rence F.,  born  in  1812;  Peter,  born  in  1814, 

who  met  a  soldier's  death  while  serving  in 
the  Union  Army  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fish- 

er. Lawrence  F.  Ryckman  came  to  Fredonia 
as  a  student  of  the  Academy,  there  met 
Miss  Fay  (whom  he  later  married),  and 

learned  the  clothier's  trade  of  Major  Gor- 
ham,  at  Laona.  His  children  were  Garrett 

E.,  Lucy  F.,  (Mrs.  Henry  G.  Wilson  of  Pasa- 
dena, Cal.,)  Mary  E.,  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Munson, 

also  of  Pasadena).  Some  years  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Ryckman  removed  to  Herki- 

mer County,  and  was  connected  with  woolen 
mills  at  Hartford  and  Clayville  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  1873.  Deacon  Elijah  Fay 
was  the  first  to  discover  the  adaptability  of 
the  soil  and  climatic  conditions  of  the  north- 

ern portion  of  the  county  to  the  purposes 
of  grape  culture  and  in  1824  planted  the 
first  vineyard  in  this  part  of  the  state.  (See 

article  grape  industry  this  volume).  "The 
deacon  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 

of  the  good  men  who  peopled  Portland." 
His  children  were  Clinton  S.,  Lydia  E.  (Mrs. 
Ryckman),  and  Joseph  B.  Deacon  Fay  died 
in  18G0. 

Garrett  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
with  his  grandfather  Fay,  having  an  attend- 

ance of  thirteen  weeks  at  Fredonia  Academy 
in  addition  to  the  education  provided  him 
at  the  district  schools,  and  from  very  early 
years,  he  attended  to  tne  marketing  of  tne 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  etc.,  produced  on 
the  large  fruit-farm  of  his  grandfather.  He 
drove  a  wagon  loaded  witn  fruit,  pies,  gin- 

gerbread, etc.,  to  those  old  centers  of  fes- 
tivity and  merriment,  county  fairs,  regi- 
mental and  brigade  musters,  and  carried  on 

a  lively  trade  annually  at  many  of  these 
gatherings  in  this  and  otner  counties.  This 
practical  education  in  the  disposition  of 
fruit  was  the  best  possible  preparation  for 
the  shipment  of  grapes  when  they  become 
a  leading  product.  Deacon  Fay  carefully  and 
thoroughly  instructed  his  grandson  in  vini- 

culture, imbued  him  with  his  faith  in  its 
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possibilities  and  future  importance,  and, 

from  boyhood,  as  one  expresses  it,  "Garrett 
knew  all  about  grapes."  From  1849  to  1852 
occurred  the  first  extensive  planting  of 
grapes  in  this  belt,  and  by  1854  wine-mak- 

ing had  assumed  considerable  proportions. 
In  that  year  Mr.  Ryckman  purchased  Isa- 

bella and  Catawba  grapes  and  manufactured 
a  few  barrels  of  sweet  wine.  The  excel- 

lence and  purity  of  this  wine  was  appreciat- 
ed at  home,  and  the  entire  vintage  was  sold 

to  local  druggists  for  two  dollars  a  gallon. 
This  was  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Ryck- 
man's  long  and  successful  career  as  a  wine 
manufacturer,  and  from  that  year  he  has 
steadily  increased  his  production,  using  the 
same  care  to  maintain  the  high  quality  and 
purity  that  characterized  his  first  attempt 
at  wine-making.  The  business  increased  so 
rapidly  that  in  1859  Mr.  Ryckman,  Capt. 
Joseph  B.  Fay  and  Col.  Rufus  Haywood 
built  the  Brocton  wine  cellars.  (See  grape 
industry  this  volume.) 
At  various  exhibitions,  including  the 

World's  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago, 
the  Pan-American  at  Buffalo,  and  the 

World's  Fair  at  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Ryckman 
received  many  tokens  of  value — first-class 
premiums  and  awards  of  merit.  His  wines 
stand  deservedly  at  the  head  of  American 

wines.  My  Ryckman's  efforts  have  been  to 
produce  wines  that  would  stand  the  test  of 
comparison  with  not  only  American  wines, 
but  European  in  purity,  bouquet,  body  and 
flavor.  The  result  is  shown  in  his  large  and 
annually  increasing  trade,  which  the  merits 
of  his  products  alone  have  brought  him,  as 
he  has  used  none  of  the  devices  employed  to 
build  up  a  fictitious  reputation.  Mr.  Ryck- 

man was  the  first  exporter  of  grapes  from 
the  Chautauqua  grape  belt  to  England.  He 
shipped  two  hundred  baskets  thither  in  1889 
as  an  experiment.  They  arrived  in  good 
condition  and  netted  him  from  four  to  six 
cents  per  pound. 
December  29,  1875,  Mr.  Ryckman  married 

Jennie  A.,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ruth 
Reynolds.  They  commenced  housekeeping 
at  the  old  Fay  homestead.  This  has  al- 

ways been  their  home,  and  under  their 
tasteful  hands  the  "home"  has  become  one 
of  the  pleasantest  of  country  residences. 
They  have  two  children,  Lawrence  R..  born 
October  2G,  1876;  he  married  Pearl  Win- 

chester, November,  1900;  they  have  two 
children,  Elizabeth  Ruth,  born  September 
17,  1901  and  Lucy  Carrol,  born  December 
25,  1903.  Ruth  E.,  born  January,  1S84,  now 
in  Vassar  College. 

A  Republican  in  politics  from  185G,  Mr. 

Ryckman's  care  has  been  rather  to  see  that 
good  men  were  placed  in  office,  than  thai 
those  offices  were  conferred  upon  him.  Orig- 

inally a  Baptist,  Mr.  Ryckman  now  attends 
the  Methodist  Church.  He  has  taken  a  great 
interest  in  brotherhood  organizations.  He 

was  "made  a  Mason"  in  Forest  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Fredonia, 

away  back  in  the  fifties,  and  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  of  Brocton,  which 

he  was  instrumental  in  Laving  instituted,  of 
the  Dunkirk  Masonic  bodies  and  Ismailia 
Temple  of  Buffalo.  He  is  also  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Grange,  and  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  In  each  and  all  of 
these  societies  he  is  a  willing  worker  and 

prized  companion.  He  is  a  liberal  and  pub- 
lic spirited  citizen — a  leader  in  everything 

tending  to  advance  the  community  of  the 
grape-growing  section,  and  his  time  and 
money  are  generously  expended  in  attaining 
these  objects.  He  was  largely  instrumental 
in  the  organization  of  the  Village  of  Broc- 

ton, and  at  the  first  election,  April  17,  1894, 
was  unanimously  elected  its  President. 
He  is  one  of  the  successful  and  prosperous 
self-made  men  of  Chautauqua  County. 

CHARLES  F.  CRANDALL. 

That  Charles  F.  Crandall  is  highly  regard- 
ed by  his  fellow  townsmen  is  amply  attested 

by  the  fact  that  he  has  served  on  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  Board  of  Supervisors  si^ce 

1899,  as  a  representative  of  the  Town  of 
Portland,  and  is  at  the  present  time  a  val- 

ued member  of  that  body. 
The  office  of  Supervisor  is  the  highest 

office  of  the  town  and  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Crandall  has  been  several  times  re-elected 
to  this  important  position  is  a  testimonial 
to  his  work  and  worth  that  cannot  be  over- 

looked or  ignored. 
Mr.  Crandall  is  a  native  of  Brocton.  He 

was  born  in  the  village  July  2  ,1S0S,  educat- 
ed in  the  pubnc  schools  and  in  1S92  ne  be- 
gan business  for  himself  as  a  dealer  in  cloth- 
ing and  furnishing  goods  in  Brocton.  In 

1894  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  lumber 
business  and  in  1901  he  formed  a  partner- 

ship with  W.  I.  and  F.  M.  Thayer  under  the 
firm  name  of  the  Brocton  Hardware  and 
Lumber  Company. 

On  December  22.  1894,  .Mr.  Crandall  and 
Miss  Helen  Roberts,  daughter  of  Ltanson 
and  Emma  Roberts  and  granddaughter  of 
T.  S.  Moss,  were  united  in  marriage.  They 
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..ave  two  children,  Marion,  aged  eight,  and 
Frances,  aged  five  years. 

Mr.  Crandall  is  active  in  the  social  as  well 
as  the  business  and  political  world.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and 
including  the  Knights  Templar  and  also  uie 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Crandall's  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Deborah  Crandall,  who  came  to  Brocton  in 
1821. 

JAY  E.  CRANDALL. 

Among  the  active  business  men  of  Broc- 
ton who  are  entitled  to  special  mention,  is 

Jay  B.  Crandall,  a  life  long  resident  of  the 
village  and  conspicuously  identified  with  its 
progress  and  prosperity.  He  is  a  son  of 
Hosea  B.  Crandall  who  was  born  at  Kin- 
derhook,  Columbia  County,  New  York,  in 
1827,  settled  in  the  Village  of  Brocton  in 
1837  and  died  in  1893. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 

Brocton  September  22,  18C0.  He  had  a  com- 
mon school  education  at  the  completion  of 

which  he  engaged  in  commercial  enterprises. 
His  first,  important  venture  was  April  1, 

18S7,  when  he  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  grape  baskets  in  the  Village  of  Brocton, 
and  in  due  course  of  time  developed  a  large 
and  flourishing  business.  In  1903  he  became 
associated  as  a  partner  with  L.  H.  Skinner 
and  added  to  his  basket  factory  the  neces- 

sary equipment  for  the  manufacture  of  ve- 
neer panels,  an  enterprise  which  has  proved 

successful  in  every  way. 
Mr.  Crandall  has  served  three  years  as 

President  of  the  Village  of  Brocton  and  five 
years  on  the  village  Board  of  Trustees.  In 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  these  positions 

he  has  shown  the  same  fidelity  and  foresight 
that  has  been  characteristic  of  the  manage- 

ment of  his  private  business,  and  he  is  justly 
regarded  as  a  public  official  whose  example 
is  worthy  of  the  emulation  of  all. 

March  1G,  1883,  Mr.  Crandall  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Adell  Carey, 

JAY  E.  CRANDALL 

daughter  of  Martin  Carey  of  Sheridan.  They 
have  four  children:  Olive  M.  Crandall,  born 
March  11,  1885;  Archibald  J.,  born  August 
13,  1S92;  L.  Aline,  born  June  3,  1890,  and 
Carey  K.,  born  June  13,  1895. 

Mr.  Crandall  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
and  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodges  of  Brocton. 



RIPLEY. 

The  name  of  the  Town  of  Ripley  was 

given  in  honor  of  Gen.  E.  W.  Ripley. 
Its  northern  boundary  is  Lake  Erie  and 
on  the  west  is  Pennsylvania.  The  town 
was  formed  from  Portland  in  1817.  Its 

area  is  about  thirty-one  thousand  one 
hundred  ten  acres.  The  survey  of  the 
town  into  lots  was  irregular  and  the 

shape  of  the  town  itself  is  somewhat 
odd.  Besides  the  usual  dimensions  of 

an  ordinary  township,  six  miles  square, 

containing  an  average  of  twenty-two 
thousand  acres,  there  is  a  tract,  nearly 

E.  W.  RIPLEY 
After  whom  the  Town  of  Ripley  was  named. 

triangular  in  shape,  being  nine  miles 
long  east  and  west,  and  from  less  than 
one  mile  to  nearly  four  miles  in  width, 
containing  about  nine  thousand  acres. 

James  McMahan  in  1801,  before  the 
survey  of  the  township  into  lots,  bought 

four  thousand  seventy-four  acres  of 
land,  and  most  of  the  early  settlers 
bought  from  him.  The  tract  bought  by 
Mr.  McMahan  extended  from  the  lake 

two  miles  southward  and  from  the  east 

line  of  the  present  Town  of  Ripley,  west 
to  within  about  half  a  mile  of  Quincy, 

including  the  old  Brockway  farm.  The 

south  line  of  the  tract  runs  nearly  par- 
allel with  the  lake  shore,  and  with  the 

two  roads  which  pass  through  the  tract, 

from  the  east  to  the  west  line.  The 

tract  is  about  three  miles  long  and  two 

miles  wide,  having  acute  angles  at  the 
northeast  and  southwest  corners.  To 

give  a  square  form  to  the  lots  and 
farms,  the  lines  forming  the  boundaries 
at  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  lots 

were  run  at  right  angles  from  the  lake 
on  the  southern  boundary  of  the  tract. 

This  plan  of  survey  was  carried  through 
by  the  Holland  Land  Company  to  the 

Pennsylvania  line.  Of  the  three  tiers 
of  lots  in  the  McMahan  tract,  the  one 

along  the  lake  is  narrower  than  the 
others.  The  number  of  lots  in  the  town 

is  eighty-nine.  Colonel  McMahan  also 

bought  from  his  brother  John  lot  thir- 
teen, which  extended  east  to  the  old 

"cross  roads,"  where  he  settled,  about 

three  quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Chau- 
tauqua Creek.  Colonel  McMahan  was 

one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
pioneer  citizens  of  Chautauqua  County. 

The  uplands  of  the  town  were  not  set- 
tled as  earlv  as  the  lands  nearer  the 

lake.  At  the  first  town  meeting  held  in 

Ripley,  in  1816,  the  following  were 
chosen,  only  a  part  of  the  record  being 
available  :  Supervisor,  Amos  Atwater  ; 

Town  Clerk,  Moses  Adams ;  Commis- 

sioners of  Highwavs,  Alexander  Coch- 
ran, Burban  Brockwav,  William  Bell; 

Commissioners  of  Schools,  Elijah  Hay- 
den,  Stephen  Prendergast.  The  full 
ticket  elected  in  1817  follows:  Super- 

visor, Thomas  Prendergast ;  Town 

Clerk,  Moses  Adams  ;  Assessors,  Alex- 
ander Cochran,  Stephen  Prendergast, 

Amos  Atwater ;  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

Burban  Brockway,  Alexander  Cochran  ; 
Commissioners  of  Highways,  James 

McMahan,  Francis  Dorchester,  Charles 
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Forsythe ;  Constable  and  Collector, 
Moses  E.  Stetson ;  Commissioners  of 

Schools,  Moses  Adams,  Amos  Atwater, 

William  B.  Dickson ;  Inspectors  of 

Schools,  Gideon  Goodrich,  James  Mont- 
gomery, William  Bell.  Early  Justices 

of  the  town,  appointed  by  the  Council 
of  Appointment  at  Albany,  were  Perry 
G.  Ellsworth,  Burban  Brockway,  Asa 

Spear  and  Elijah  Hayden.  These  men 
settled  west  of  the  McMahan  tract,  on 
the  Erie  Road. 

The  Village  of  Ripley  was  called 

Ouincy  until  about  sixty  years  ago,  but 
the  origin  of  the  name  is  obscure.  The 
Buffalo  and  Erie  Road,  known  as  the 

Ellicott  Road  and  now  as  the  "Main" 
Road,  was  surveyed  in  1804.  At  a  later 

period  the  lake  and  sidehill  roads,  run- 
ning parallel  with  the  main  road,  were 

laid  out.  Many  of  the  larger  farms  were 
divided  to  suit  purchasers  who  desired 

to  engage  in  the  grape  industry,  for 
which  this  territory,  at  the  shore  of  Lake 

Erie,  was  especially  suited.  (See  page 
188    volume    II  of  this  history,  for  a 

thorough  treatise  on  the  grape  indus- 
try of  Chautauqua  County). 

In  1803  Robert  Dunlap  of  Otsego 

County  contracted  for  lands  with  Col. 
McMahan.  He  afterwards  went  to 

Louisiana.  William  Alexander,  a  native 

of  Ireland,  in  1804,  bought  over  five 
hundred  acres  of  this  land,  and  planted 
the  first  orchard  in  the  town,  which  for 

many  years  was  considered  the  best  or- 

chard in  the  county.  A  stone  "tomb 
table"  marking  the  grave  of  his  brother, 
Campbell  Alexander,  still  exists  on  the 
farm  which  he  sold  to  David  Boyd. 

Campbell  Alexander  was  a  Lieutenant 

in  the  War  of  1812.  William  Alexandc,- 
was  one  of  the  first  Associate  Judges 

of  Chautaucpia  County.  The  first  set- 
tler in  the  west  part  of  the  town  was 

Alexander  Cochran,  who  came  in  1804. 

Josiah  Farnsworth  settled  in  1806  near 
the  present  Village  of  Ripley.  He  also 
bought  lands  of  the  McMahan  tract,  and 
was  the  first  settler  who  paid  cash  down 
for  his  land.  He  traveled  from  his 
home  to  the  office  of  the  Holland  Land 

PARTIAL  VIEW  OF  MAIN  STRKET —  RIPLEY  VILLAGE. 
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Company  in  Batavia  as  a  man  without 
means,  made  his  payments  there,  and 

on  his  return  journey  through  the  wild- 
erness compensated  the  persons  who 

had  befriended  him  by  furnishing  food 
and  lodging. 

In  1805  William  Crossgrove  settled 
near  Mr.  Cochran.  He  married  Rachel 

Cochran  and  they  reared  a  large  family. 
William  Wisner  bought  a  considerable 
tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the 

main  road  where  is  the  present  Village 

of  Ripley.  Josiah  Farnsworth  and  Jon- 
athan Parsons  were  the  first  purchas- 

ers of  lands  on  the  north  side  of  the 

road  here,  and  others  who  came  early 

were  Perry  G.  Ellsworth,  Asa,  William 
and  Andrew  Spear.  It  is  related  that 
Ellsworth,,  Farnsworth  and  Asa  Spear 

made  journeys  to  Batavia  in  connection 
with  their  land  purchases.  Ellsworth 

was  the  only  one  of  the  three  who  pos- 
sessed a  pair  of  boots,  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged among  them  that  he  should  go 

first,  alone,  and  he  loaned  his  boots  for 

the  journey  successively  to  Farnsworth 
and  Spear.  Charles  Forsythe,  from 
Connecticut,  settled  on  the  McMahan 
tract  in  1808.  He  was  an  enterprising 
man,  who  established  sawmills  and. 

made  cider  and  cider  brandy.  He  lived 

in  the  village  until  iSf'io  and  built  the 
first  brick  house  there.  In  1809  Basil 

Burgess,  from  Maryland,  bought  lands 
which  he  sold  to  Robert  Dickson  from 

Cherry  Valley  and  Moses  Adams  from 
Dutchess  County.  Mr.  Burgess  settled 
on  adjoining  lands;  Jonathan  Adams 
settled  near  him  ;  Oliver  Loomis  settled 

on  land  which  he  bought  of  Perry  G. 
Ellsworth  and  sold  to  Thomas  Prender- 
gast  soon  after,  west  of  Ouincy.  In 
1809  Silas  Baird  settled  on  the  western 
part  of  the  McMahan  tract,  and  the 

next  year  he  sold  to  John  Dickson,  who, 

in  181  r,  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree. 

Burban  Brockway,  from  Ontario  Coun- 
ty, bought  the  farm  in  1 81 4.  Among 

the  early  settlers  were  Farley  Fuller, 

Oliver  Hitchcock,  Asahel  Peck,  Silas 

Baird,  Basil  Burgess  and  Andrew  Spear, 
and  these  men  were  active  in  establish- 

ing a  Methodist  Society.  Robert  and 
Hugh  Cochran  settled  on  the  Main 
and  Lake  Roads,  near  the  Westfield 

line.  John  Post  bought  a  farm  at  East 

Ripley,  and  built  a  house  which  was 
kept  as  a  tavern,  for  many  years.  He 
also  built  the  first  tannery  in  the  town. 

Near  Mr.  Post's  place  Samuel  and  David 
Dickson  built  and  conducted  a  distillery. 

Gideon  Goodrich,  from  Saratoga  Coun- 
ty, settled  on  the  Lake  Road  at  an  early 

day,  and  his  sons,  Anson  and  George, 
bought  on  the  Main  Road,  near  the 
village,  built  a  tannery  and  engaged  in 

DOUBI.Ii  HOOTED  TREE  —  RIPLEY 

making  shoes.  After  1820  Henry  Fair- 
child  owned  considerable  land  in  Rip- 

ley. Orren  Willis  bought  land  in  town, 

but  sold  to  his  brother  Anson,  who  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  horn 

combs.  Oliver  Stetson,  who  served  in 
the  War  of  181 2,  and  Elijah  Hayden 

were  early  settlers.  Caleb  O.  Daugha- 
day  moved  from  Maryland  to  Pennsyl- 

vania, where  he  bought  mills  and  later 
removed  to  a  farm  adjoining  that  of 
William  Crossgrove.  He  lived  in  the 
village  from  1836  to  1872,  when  his 
death  occurred.  He  was  an  Associate 

Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  a  man  greatlv  respected  in  the 
community. 
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Israel  Palmer  built  the  firs':  wagon 

road  over  the  hills  toward  th  c  south 

part  of  the  town  in  1817.  He  was  from 
Vermont  and  had  bought  land  and  built 

a  log  cabin  three  miles  south  of  the 
Main  Road.  In  181 6  the  summer  was 

was  so  cool  that  there  was  a  failure  of 

crops  and  the  pioneers  and  their  fami- 
lies suffered  much  hardship  in  conse- 

quence. Israel  Putnam,  Jr.,  who  was 
then  a  lad,  related  the  following: 

BUR  BAN  BROCKWAY 
AN   EAHLT    SETTLER  OF  HIPLET. 

"The  nearest  gristmill  was  at  Findley 
Lake.  The  hired  man  and  the  lad  start- 

ed early  one  Friday  morning,  the  boy 
riding  on  horseback  carrying  the  bag 

of  corn,  while  the  man  cut  the.  way 
through  the  woods,  and  marked  the 

trees.  At  night  they  built  fires,  while 
the  wolves  contemplated  them  from  a 
distance.  When  they  reached  the  mill 

Saturday  morning  they  were  told  that 
the  grist  would  not  be  ready  until  late 
at  night.  On  Sunday  morning  they 
were  refused  the  grist,  the  miller  fearing 
that  they  would  go  through  the  woods 

'hollerin'  on  Sunday."  In  vain  they 
represented  the  destitution  of  the  fam- 

ily at  home,  whose  fare  was  only  pota- 

toes and  buttermilk.  The  miller  was 

inexorable  and  they  were  compelled  to 
wait  until  Monday  morning.  They 

reached  home  late  at  night,  and  found 

the  family  seriously  alarmed,  fearing 

that  they  had  been  killed  by  wolves." 
In  1816,  remembered  as  the  year 

without  a  summer,  there  was  quite  a 

snowstorm  on  July  16,  and  snow  or  ice 
every  month  in  the  year.  Some  of  the 
families  were  without  bread  for  weeks 
at  a  time  and  even  cornmeal  was  a 
luxury. 

Samuel  Truesdale  kept  the  first  tav- 
ern at  State  Line,  beginning  in  1805. 

Afterwards  James  Truesdale,  his  broth- 
er, built  a  tavern  which  was  called  the 

State  Line  House,  the  main  building 

standing  in  Pennsylvania  but  the  out- 
buildings in  New  York  State.  The 

Wesleyan  Methodists  subsequently  built 
a  small  church  on  the  site  of  the  tavern, 

which  had  been  torn  down.  Perry  G. 
Ellsworth  and  Oliver  Loomis  were  tav- 

ern keepers  of  an  early  day.  Elihu 
Murray  and  Asa  Spear  kept  inns  at 
Ouincv,  the  last  named  where  the  Pres- 

byterian Church  was  afterwards  built. 

After  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 

bought  the  property  the  old  tavern  was 
removed  and  became  a  part  of  the 
Union  Hotel.  Henry  Fairchild  built  a 

tavern  and  sold  it  to  Henry  Shaver,  Sr. 
After  about  half  a  century  of  such  use 
the  structure  was  bought  by  Daniel 

Bryant,  who  built  a  dwelling  on  (lie 
site.  David  Royce  and  John  Post  were 
early  keepers  of  taverns  at  East  Ripley. 

Sawmills  were  built  abotlt  1817  on 

Twenty-mile  Creek  and  such  streams  as 
furnished  the  necessary  water  power. 

George  Mason  and  ( )rson  Kiin'slcv 
built  the  first  steam  sawmill  in  1827. 

Among  the  early  proprietors  of  saw- 
mills were  Brockway  &  Miller,  at  the 

village,  and  Joseph  Miller,  south  of  the 
state  line  in  the  west  part.  Gristmills 

were  an  early  necessity  and  they  were 

built  by  enterprising  residents.  Brick 
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were  in  demand  for  the  large  chimneys 
that  were  built  in  the  frame  houses  that 

superseded  the  log  cabins.  Silas  Baird, 
John  Akers  and  Henry  Fairchild  formed 
a  company  for  the  manufacture  of 

brick,  and  continued  the  business  many 

years. 
The  people  of  Riplc  in  the  early  part 

ol  the  nineteenth  century,  were  lovers 

of  the  beautiful,  or,  perhaps,  of  the  pic- 

turesque. The  ash  floors  of  the  dwel- 
lings, at  first  highly  polished  and  un- 

carpeted,  were  in  after  years  covered 
with  yarn  carpets  of  bright  hues,  that 

were  spun,  dyed  and  often  woven  in 
the  homes.  Flannels  of  domestic  man- 

ufacture were  in  every  home  and  the 
women  and  girls  wore  plaids  and  stripes 

of  bright  colors.  After  the  establish- 
ment of  woolen  mills  these  were  sent 

to  the  mills  to  be  oressed. 

JOHNSON  FALLS— RIPLEY. 

Kinsey  &  Manning  built  the  first 

woolen  mills  in  Ripley,  at  Gage's  Gulf, 
and  the  property  was  afterwards  pur- 

chased by  Hezekiah  Mason,  who  con- 
ducted the  mills  for  years.  There  are 

now  no  woolen  mills  in  Ripley,  but 

grape  basket  factories  afford  employ- 
ment for  a  large  number  of  persons. 

The  first  creamery  in  Ripley  was  built 
in  1874,  near  the  village,  by  F.  Dingley 

and  others,  from  Stockton.  There  are 
now  four  or  five  creameries  in  different 

parts  of  the  town,  attesting  the  fact  that 

the  region,  especially  the  uplands  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  town,  is  suited  for dairying. 

Hugh  Whitehill,  Noah  P.  Hayden 
and  William  McBride,  early  settlers, 

owned  the  lands  on  which  the  village 
at  the  state  line  was  afterwards  built. 

Buffalo  people  opened  the  first  store 
here.  At  Quincy  the  first  store  was 

kept  by  Rapoole  &  Keeler,  and  the 
same  men  built  the  first  ashery  in  town. 

(  Mher  asheries  were  built  soon  after. 

Potash  was  ship  ed  from  Barcelona  to 
Buffalo  and  thence  to  Montreal,  where 

it  was  sold  at  a  high  price.  Many  farm- 
ers procured  money  with  which  to  pay 

their  taxes  by  the  manufacture  of  black- 
salts. 

While  Ripley  has  all  the  mercantile 
establishments  needed  in  the  communi- 

ty, there  was  no  hardware  store  until 
18S4,  when  one  was  opened  bv  Abiatha 
Edwards.  Afterwards  in  succession 
came  Scott,  Baker  &  Graham,  Adams 

Brothers,  George  Morse  and  others. 

The  post  office  in  Ripley  was  estab- 
lished about  1 8 1 5 .  Robert  Dickson 

was  the  Postmaster,  and  the  office  was 

kept  in  his  house.  I  turban  Brockway 
was  the  next  Postmaster,  and  the  office 

was  removed  to  his  house.  Moses  Ad- 
ams was  the  third  man  authorized  to 

take  charge  of  the  mails  of  the  settlers, 
and  he  likewise  kept  the  office  at  his 
home. 

A.  Palmer  and  Nelson  Randall  built 

the  opera  house  block  in  1881.  The 
Safford  block  was  built  in  1868  by  Percy 
&  Tillinghast.  The  upper  story  was 
used  for  a  town  hall  and  the  lower 

rooms  for  stores  by  Joseph  Hall  and 

later  by  H.  J.  Horton  and  others.  Dr. 

E.  G.  Simons  bought  the  block  and  add- 
ed a  story.  The  Mason  block  was  built 

by  N.  Randall.  The  Eimers  block  was 
built  in  i8ot. 
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Secret  societies  of  Ripley  include  a 

lodge  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  instituted  in  1873;  the 

Knights  of  Honor,  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  Ladies 
of  the  Maccabees.  The  last  two  named 

lodges  were  instituted  in  1893. 
The  first  framed  schoolhouse  was 

built  in  Ripley  in  1817.  The  inhabitants 

referred  to  it  as  the  "schoolhouse  on  the 

corner."  In  1818  a  frame  schoolhouse 
was  built  at  East  Ripley  and  also  one 
in  the  district  west  of  the  village.  Early 

teachers  included  Nathan  Day,  Seymour 
Adams,  Catherine  Dinsmore,  Harriet 

Osborne  and  Miss  Cassidy.  A  larger 
brick  schoolhouse  was  finally  built  near 

the  central  part  of  the  village,  and  in 

1858  a  large  two-story  schoolhouse  was 
built  east  of  the  Presbvterian  Church. 
The  lower  rooms  were  used  for  the 
district  school  and  the  upper  rooms 

for  the  "Quincy  High  School."  Prof. 
Alanson  Wedge  was  the  first  teacher. 
Afterwards  the  Riplev  Union  School 
was  established  and  in  1888  a  large 

brick  building  was  built  on  Lake  Street. 

At  East  Ripley  and  in  the  district  west 
of  the  village  brick  school  buildings  were 

built  years  ago.  The  town  has  credit- 
able schools  and  school  structures. 

CHURCHES. 

Baptist  Church.  —  Baptise  missionaries 
preached  in  this  vicinity  and  the  first  ser- 

mon preached  in  Ripley  of  which  there  is 
a  record  was  by  Rev.  Samuel  Wisner  in 
180G.  A  Baptist  Society  was  formed  in  1625 
and  later  a  church  building  was  built  west 
of  the  village.  Many  of  the  Baptist  people 
moved  to  other  places,  and  the  society  was 
reorganized  at  Wattlesburg  and  a  church 
built,  which  later  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  Methodist  denomination. 

In  1891  the  society  was  again  reorganized 

in  Ripley  Village  as  the  "First  Baptist 
Church  and  Sociey  of  Ripley,"  Rev.  G.  Wood- 

bury, pastor.    The  church  has  flourished. 
The  Methodist  Church— The  first  Metho- 

dist class  was  formed  in  1811.  Farley  Ful- 
ler,   Basil    Burgess,    Andrew    Spear,  their 

wives  and  others  were  among  the  members. 
Meetings  were  held  al  (he  house  of  Farley 

Fuller  at  East  Ripley,  at  Andrew  Spear's  in 
the  village,  at  the  schoolhouses,  after  the 
congregations  had  grown  considerably  and 
later  the  Methodists  worshipped  in  the  first 
house  built  by  the  Baptists.  In  January, 
1S42,  a  church  building  was  dedicated,  which 
was  afterwards  used  as  a  house  of  worship 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  In  18v3  a  large 
brick  edifice  was  built  a  short  distance  east 
of  the  first.  It  was  dedicated  in  1874  by 
Rev.  Benoni  Ives  of  Auburn.  A  parsonage 
was  built  in  1891,  and  about  that  time  a 
church  building  was  built  at  South  Ripley. 
The  church  at  State  Line  scands  within  tne 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  is  connected 
with  the  Ripley  circuit. 

First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ripley. — 
This  church  society  was  formed  in  1818  at 
East  Ripley.  The  meetings  were  held  in 
the  schoolhouse.  Rev.  Giles  Doolittle  was  the 
first  pastor,  who  preached  for  a  number  of 
years  at  Ripley  and  North  East,  Pennsyl- 

vania. A  church  building  that  was  begun 
in  1828  was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned 
after  it  was  nearly  completed.  Nothing 
daunted,  the  people  of  his  faith  put  up  an- 

other building  in  1829.  Revs.  J.  B.  Preston, 
Gillett,  Harris  and  Samuel  G.  Orton  were  tne 
pastors  after  Mr.  Doolittle,  in  the  order 
named.  Mr.  Orton  had  the  longest  term  of 
service,  as  he  continued  as  patsor  from 
1839  until  the  division  of  the  society  in  1853. 

The  "Second  Presbyterian  Church  and  So- 
ciety of  Ripley  was  organized,  and  a  brick 

church  was  built  in  1853  at  the  village, 
which  was  dedicated  in  May,  1854,  by  Rev. 
Reuben  Tinker  of  Westfleld.  Meetings 
were  held  in  the  two  churches  until  1871, 
when  a  union  of  the  two  was  effected  under 

the  name  of  the  "First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Society  of  Ripley."  The  old  building 
at  East  Ripley  was  sold  in  1881  and  removed 
to  permit  the  desired  extension  of  the  ceme- tery. 

A  Universalist  Society  was  organized  in 
1872,  with  Rev.  I.  George  as  pastor,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  A.  G.  Laurie.  The 
meetings  were  held  in  the  town  hall.  There 
are  people  of  the  Universalist  faith  in  Rip- 

ley, but  the  society  has  not  had  a  regular 

pastor. The  first  cemetery  comprised  one  acre  of 
ground  in  extent,  which  was  given  in  1815 
by  Robert  Dickson.  Quarries  at  Ripley  and 
North  East  furnished  the  stone  for  many  of 
the  headstones  thai  marked  the  graves  of 
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(hose  who  were  buried  here  in  the  early 

years.  In  1858  the  "Rural  Cemetery" 
grounds  were  bought  by  the  Cemetery  As- 

sociation and  laid  out  in  lots.  Extensive 
additions  have  been  made  to  both  ceme- 
teries. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    OF    LANDS  IN 
RIPLEY. 

1804.  October,  Alexander  Cochran,  lots 
10,  11. 
1805.  September,  Nathan  Wisner,  13; 

Samuel  Harrison,  12. 
180G.  March,  Asa  Spear,  14;  Josiah  Farns- 

worth,  19;  William  McBride,  15.  May, 
John  Akers,  14.  August,  William  Cross- 
grove,  10. 

1807.  October,  Stephen  Prendergast,  16. 
1808.  June,  Perry  G.  Ellsworth,  20.  Oc- 

tober, Andrew  Spear,  20. 
1809.  October,  Hugh  Whitehall,  8;  Noah 

P.  Hayden,  8;  Basil  Burgess,  15. 
1810.  April,  .Tared  and  Solon  Benedict 

and  Elkanah  Johnson,  17.  July,  Richard  W. 
Freeman,  9. 

1811.  September,  William  Benson,  35. 
1815.    February,  Gideon  Goodrich,  24,  2C; 

Alexander  Cochran,  8G,  87. 
181G.  February,  Robert  Dickson  and  Wil- 

liam A.  Judd,  45.  March,  Oliver  Hitchcock, 
40.  May,  John  Benson,  44;  Samuel  Trues- 
dell,  89;  James  Taylor,  89.  July,  Thomas 
Burch,  44.  November,  William  Burch,  43; 
Pliny  Colton,  88.  December,  Gideon  Good- 

rich, G9. 
1817.  February,  John  Rowley,  G2;  Reu- 

ben Ellis,  12.  May,  Benajah  Rexford,  52. 
July,  Benajah  Rexford,  37.  August,  John 
Squire,  37.  November,  Jedediah  F.  Bates, 
81. 

1818.  September,  Abner  Sprague,  81.  No- 
vember, Phineas  Royce,  3G.  December, 

Chandler  Wattles,  59. 
1819.  April,  John  Gage,  G4.  November, 

David  Royce,  3G. 
1820.  April,  Ansel  Edwards,  GO. 
1821.  October,  Layton  Bentley,  50,  51,  58; 

Henry  Briggs,  GO.  November,  Eli  Shove,  3G; 
Benjamin  C.  Amsden,  3G;  David  Jenkins,  51; 
Gordon  H.  Wattles,  51. 

1822.  January,  Alexander  Berry,  2"v  Oc- 
tober, John  Haight,  34. 

1824.  March,  Aaron  Aspinwall,  S5. 
1825.  February,  Farley  Fuller,  43.  June, 

David  Jenkins,  57.  August,  John  C.  Hima- 
ford,  35;  Daniel  Shove,  35.  November, 
Israel  Palmer,  52. 

182G.     May,   Admiral   Burch,   45;  Albert 

Scott,  20;  Henry  Adams,  31;  Lorenzo  Pal- 
mer, 32.  August,  John  H.  Board,  44;  Israel 

Palmer,  53.  September,  Luman  Hopkins, 
85;  Joseph  Thornton,  44. 

1827.  January,  Charles  Winter,  5G.  June, 
David  Lombard,  34.  July,  Henry  Adams, 
30.  August,  Joseph  Humphrey,  70;  Robert 
Dickson,  45.  September,  Oliver  Stetson  and 
others,  32. 

1828.  March,  Peter  Burch,  33.  August, 
Judd  W.  Cass,  36. 

1830.  May,  Allen  Parker,  30. 
1831.  January,  James  Macomber,  42. 

February,  John  Thorp,  72.  April,  Samuel 
Barnes,  43.  May,  George  Ellis,  79.  June, 
Wyman  Hill,  53;  Gamaliel  Parker,  53;  Hi- 

ram Winter,  48;  Walter  S.  Burgess,  40. 

SUPERVISORS. 

181G,  Amos  Atwater;  1817-18  to  '25  and  "'27, Thomas  Prendergast;  182G,  Ebenezer  Ward; 
1828,  Moses  Adams;  1829  to  1832,  Henry 
Fairchild;  1833-34,  Orrin  Willis;  1835-36, 
Gordon  H.  WTattles;  1837-38,  Ethan  Siwin; 
1839-40,  '52,  '57,  'G4,  '68  and  '77,  Charles  B. 
Brockway;  1841-42,  Hezekiak  Mason;  1843 
to  '45,  '48,  '53,  Moses  A.  Tennant;  1846, 
Matthew  S.  McClintock;  1849-50,  Stephen 
Prendergast;  1851,  George  Goodrich;  1854, 
Selden  Marvin;  1865,  Caleb  O.  Daughaday; 

1856,  '58,  to  '61,  '63,  Simeon  Collins;  1862, 
Henry  A.  Prendergast;  1869  to  '72,  Addison 
Mason;  1870-71,  Lucius  G.  Hamilton;  1873 
to  '7G,  Erban  C.  Wattles;  1878,  Nathan  J. 
Horton;  1879-80,  Lyman  Bennett;  1881-82, 
John  A.  Tennant;  1883,  Fred  B.  Brockway; 

1884  to  '88,  William  L.  Stanton;  1889,  Fred 
B.  Brockway;  1890-91,  Lyman  Bennett; 
1892-93,  Fred  N.  Randall;  1894-95,  Charles 
R.  Brockway;  189G  to  1904,  Joseph  H.  Mc- 
Ginnies. 

THE    GRAPE    JUICE    INDUSTRY— FRED. 
N.  RANDALL. 

The  grape  is  one  of  the  most  delicious  and 
healthful  fruits  grown  in  the  temperate 
zone.  The  Chautauqua  County  grape  pro- 

duced in  the  "grape  belt"  along  the  shores 
of  Lake  Erie,  by  reason  of  splendid  size  and 
color  and  delicious  flavor,  has  a  name  and 
a  fame  in  all  the  markets  of  the  world. 

Because  of  this  fact  the  fertile  and  produc- 
tive region  which  borders  on  the  great  lakes 

is  a  vast  vineyard  containing  approximately 
eighteen  million  grape  vines,  and  producing 
annually  a  product  that  measured  by  dollars 
and   cents   mounts   into   the   million?.  In 
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short  so  thorough  has  been  the  development 
of  the  industry  in  this  section  that  the 
Chautauqua  strip  extending  from  Sheridan 
on  the  one  side  to  the  state  line  on  the 
other  although  insignificant  in  acreage  is 
nevertheless  the  banner  grape  county  of 
the  United  States. 

Until  recent  years  there  were  but  two 
methods  for  disposing  of  the  product  of  the 
vineyards  at  a  profit.  One  was  to  set'  the 
grapes  packed  in  baskets.  The  other  was  to 
manufacture  the  juice  into  wine.  And  at 
times  neither  of  these  methods  were  wholly 
satisfactory.  Prices  for  the  product  would 
be  low.  Wine  making  involved  an  expensive 
plant  and  extensive  capital  and  so  there 
have  been  seasons  when  the  industry  from 
the  producers  standpoint,  was  not  as  remun- 

erative as  might  be  desired. 
But  times  have  changed.  Modern  scien- 

tific research  has  devised  new  means  for  the 
utilization  of  the  product  of  the  vineyard, 
viz.,  the  manufacture  of  grape  juice,  and 
it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  describe 
briefly  this  industry  and  to  give  a  biograph- 

ical sketch  of  one  of  its  founders. 
To  be  sure  grape  juice  had  been  made  lor 

many  years  but  the  methods  of  making 
were  crude  ami  unsatisfactory,  and  the  pro- 

duct with  its  sediment  imperfectly  extract- 
ed was  equally  so,  and  while  unfermented 

grape  juice  was  used  it  was  not  until  recent 
years  mat  any  intelligent  effort  was  made 
to  produce  a  product  free  from  im- 

perfections and  to  make  this  product 
a  popular  beverage.  Of  the  few  who 
engaged  in  this  task  the  Randall 
Grape  Juice  Company  was  the  most 
successful  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  held  in  1904, 
the  awards  as  originally  announced  was  a 
gold  medal  to  this  company  and  silver  med- 

als to  other  competitors,  and  at  the  Inter- 
state and  West  Indian  Expositions,  held  in 

Charleston  in  1902  it  received  a  gold  medal. 
The  Randall  Grape  Juice  Company  is  part 

of  the  Chautauqua  Fruit  Company  wnich 
has  a  large  plant  in  the  Town  of  Ripley,  and 
which  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  consti- 

tutes one  of  the  most  important  industries 
of  the  township.  This  plant  consists  of 
three  large  and  well  equipped  buildings,  and 
an  extensive  vineyard  or  vineyards.  One 
of  these  buildings  is  used  for  the  manufac- 

ture of  Randall's  grape  juice,  another 
is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  wine, 
and  a  third  for  the  manufacture  of  Pomona, 
a  sweet  fruit  beverage  prepared  exclusively 
by  this  company. 

There  is  much  that  might  be  said  about 
the  nutritive  and  therapeutic  value  of  fruits 
and  unfermented  fruit  juices,  did  space  per- 

mit. Natural  fruit  juices  a"re  easily  and  per- 
fectly assimilated.  Scientific  experimenta- 

tion has  demonstrated  that  fruit  sugar  is 
the  main  source  of  animal  heat  and  energy, 
and  that  no  artificial  concoction  can  com- 

pare with  it  in  wholesomeness  and  nourish- 
ing qualities,  and  that  the  public  under- 

stands and  appreciates  this  fact  is  evident 
from  the  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
fruit  juices  since  the  Randall  Company  first 
commenced  placing  its  products  on  the  mar- 
ket. 

In  the  manufacture  of  the  Randall  grape 
juice  great  care  is  taken  to  eliminate  all 
the  undesirable  constituents  of  the  grape 
and  to  retain  all  the  desirable.  For  ex- 

ample, the  hull,  which  is  of  no  value  and 
in  fact  contains  undesirable  chemicals, 
chiefly  tannin,  is  not  used  by  the  Randall 
Company  at  all,  but  instead,  the  juice  is 
expressed  from  the  raw  grapes.  The  juice 
is  subsequently  put  through  a  process  of 
pasteurization  in  vessels  completely  closed, 
rendering  it  impossible  for  the  juice  to  lose 
by  evaporation  any  of  the  aroma  of  the  ripe 
grape,  or  to  be  contaminated  by  contact  with 
the  atmosphere.  Every  subsequent  process 
of  the  manufacture  is  scrupulously  clean. 
The  containers  are  cleansed  and  asepticized, 
and  thus  the  consumer  is  assured  of  one 
of  the  most  delicious  and  healthful  bever- 

ages that  can  be  made. 
The  head  of  this  concern  is  Fred  N.  Ran- 

dall, one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Ripley. 
Mr.  Randall  is  the  son  of  Nelson  and  Pris- 
cilla  Randall.  He  was  born  at  Danbury, 
Rutland  County,  Vermont,  January  7,  i85C, 
and  with  his  parents  came  to  Ripley  in 
1859,  his  father  purchasing  a  farm  in  that 
town.  To  ad  intents  and  purposes,  there- 

fore the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  the  town.  He  was  edu- 

cated in  the  common  schools,  finishing  with 
a  course  in  the  North  East  Seminary,  and  in 
187G,  in  company  with  his  father  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Ripley  Vil- 

lage. Later  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
E.  C.  Porter,  and  still  later  he  conducted 
the  business  alone.  In  1901  he  first  engaged 
in  the  grape  juice  business  in  a  modest  way 
and  by  his  energy  and  enterprise  developed 
it  to  such  an  extent  that  he  now  fills  orders 
from  all  over  the  world.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  ably  assisted  in  the  management 

of  the  plant  by  his  son  Frederick  M.  Ran- 
dall who  has  not  only  grown  up  with  the 
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business  but  has  been  especially  educated 
to  meet  its  requirements. 

October  12,  1870,  Mr.  Randall  and  Miss 
Hattie  Mason,  daughter  of  Addison  Mason 
of  Ripley,  were  married.  They  have  had  two 
children,  Frederic  Mason  Randall,  bora  June 
29,  1877,  and  Byron  Addison  Randall,  bora 
March  29,  1881.  The  deepest  sorrow  of  their 
lives  has  been  the  death  of  Byron,  which 
occurred  May  31,  1903; 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Randall  been  successful 
in  his  grape  juice  business  and  in  other  en- 

terprises— he  is  Secretary  of  the  Ripley 
Water  Company,  and  Vice  President  and 
Manager  of  the  Ripley  Telephone  Company 
— but  he  has  also  been  a  power  in  politics. 
He  was  at  one  time  Chairman  of  the  Re- 

publican County  Committee,  he  served  two 
terms  on  the  Chautauqua  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  he  has  been  conspicuously 
identified  with  every  movement  which  led 
to  the  improvement  of  his  native  town. 
Among  other  things  was  the  construction 

of  an  excellent  gravity  system  of  water- 
works which  furnishes  the  Village  of  Ripley 

with  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water 
drawn  from  inexhaustible  springs.  Another 
enterprise  was  the  construction  of  a  gas  line 
by  means  of  which  the  residents  of  the  vil- 

lage were  supplied  with  gas. 
Mr.  Randall  is  Second  Vice  President  and 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
American  Wine  Growers  Association  and  he 
belongs  to  Ripley  Council,  Royal  Arcanum, 
No.  704.  Personally  he  is  a  very  agreeable 
gentleman  and  he  has  many  friends. 

HON.  CHARLES  B.  BROCKWAY. 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Brockway  was  a  man 
who  in  life  attained  an  enviable  position, 
and  who,  since  his  death,  is  remembered 
as  a  courageous,  generous  and  honorable 
man.  He  was  a  son  of  Burban  and  Lois  A. 
(Bostwickj  Brockway,  and  was  born  in  On- 

tario County,  New  York,  December  0,  1810, 
and  died  December  4,  ISH-i.  The  earliest 
mention  of  the  representatives  of  this  fam- 

ily in  America,  Wolston  Brockway,  is  found 
in  the  town  records  of  Lyme,  Connecticut, 
where  it  is  stated  on  December  3,  1059,  he 
purchased  housing  and  land  from  John  Rey- 

nolds, then  living  at  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
but  formerly  of  Lyme.  From  Wolston  Brock- 

way came  the  Hon.  Charles  B.  Brockway. 
Burban  Brockway  was  born  in  Lyme,  Con- 

necticut, March  1,  1767,  being  the  youngest 
of  a  family  of  ten  children.    His  father  and 

several  of  his  older  brothers  served  in  the 

Revolutionary  War.  Burban  Brockway  be- 
gan a  sea-faring  life  at  the  age  of  eighteen 

years,  and  when  twenty-three  years  of  age 
he  married  Lois  Anne  Bostwick,  of  New 

Milford,  Connecticut,  and  located  at  Cats- 
kill,  New  York,  where  he  left  his  family 
while  he  followed  his  chosen  occupation. 
In  179/  he  removed  his  family  to  Ontario 
County,  located  in  the  wilderness,  and  com- 

menced clearing  up  a  farm  with  the  idea 
of  following  an  agricultural  life;  but  in  1813 
he  removed  to  the  Town  of  Ripley  (then 
Portland),  and  located  on  a  tract  ot  land 
of  which  he  held  possession  until  bis  death, 
and  it  still  remains  in  the  family.  This  pro- 

perty is  located  one  mile  east  of  the  Village 
of  Ripley,  and  there  Mr.  Brockway  lived 
until  his  death,  September  2,  1861.  rie  was 
a  member  of  the  episcopal  Church,  and  on 

the  organization  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at 
Mayville  was  elected  its  Senior  Warden. 
Mr.  Brockway  reared  a  family  of  four  sons 
and  five  daughters,  of  which  our  subject  was 
the  youngest. 

Charles  B.  Brockway  removed  with  his 

parents  to  Ripley  in  1814,  and  at  their  arri- 
val the  land  was  covered  with  dense  woods. 

But  meager  educational  facilities  were  at 
hand,  and  the  better  part  of  his  knowledge 
was  obtained  after  he  had  attained  man- 

hood. His  childhood  and  youth  were  passed 
in  the  usual  manner  incident  to  the  early 
pioneers.  Mr.  Brockway  was  a  constant 
reader,  and  his  mind  was  practical.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  War,  devoting  all 
of  his  time  and  much  means  in  enlisting 
volunteers  from  his  own  and  adjoining 
towns,  and  aiding  them  to  secure  equip- 

ments. In  1838  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  Chautauqua 
County,  and  held  that,  office  for  thirteen 
years,  part  of  the  time  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board.  Although  at  that  time  but  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  he  showed  extraordinary 
ability  and  good  judgment,  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  county,  and  familiarized  him- 

self with  all  her  needs.  When  he  abdicated 
this  position,  he  was  elected  associate  Judge 
of  the  county,  and  at  the  end  of  his  term 
of  office  was  made  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
which  office  he  held  for  fourteen  years.  His 
administration  of  those  offices  was  highly 
satisfactory,  and  had  it  not  been  for  his 
natural  modesty  and  desire  to  avoid  the  tur- 

moil of  public  life,  he  would  have  been  ele- 
vated to  more  distinguished  positions.  Mr. 

Brockway  was  a  man  of  strong  moral  con- 
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victions,  which  gave  him  a  standing  among 
his  neighbors  and  attracted  their  confidence, 
and  his  services  as  a  counselor  and  convey- 

ancer were  much  sought  after.  He  was 
a  regular  attendant  at  church  and  a  liberal 
supporter  of  every  public  enterprise,  whether 
religious  or  secular,  that  had  for  its  object 
the  public  weal.  Hon.  Charles  B.  Brockway 
was  the  friend  of  the  poor,  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless,  and  their  appeals  to  his  lib- 

erality were  always  met  with  substantial 
responses. 
He  married  Rachel  Rebecca  Sterrett,  a 

daughter  of  David  Sterrett,  who  was  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  old  and  respected 

families  of  the  Keystone  state.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children: 
Mary  S.,  who  married  Hon.  James  M.  Wil- 

liams, May  21,  1882,  a  lawyer  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  who  for  two  years  was  a  member  of 
the  Ohio  Assembly,  where  he  was  the  recog- 

nized leader  of  the  Democracy;  he  has  edit- 
ed one  edition  of  the  statute  laws  of  Ohio, 

and  revised  several  others.  Martha,  who 
died  when  thirteen  years  of  age;  Charles 
B.,  now  living  in  the  Town  of  Ripley,  thor- 

oughly identified  with  local  and  na- 
tional politics,  serving  the  Town  of 

Ripley  as  Supervisor  in  1894  and  '95; 
librarian  of  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Congress  for  five  years;  assist- 

ant file  clerk  of  the  Fifty-sixth  and  Fifty- 
seventh  Congress,  and  Assistant  Journal 
Clerk  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress;  David 
S.,  died  in  infancy;  Belle  R.,  also  died  in  in- 

fancy, and  Frederick,  born  July  20,  1854, 
and  on  September  15,  1877,  married  Emma 
L.  Cushman,  a  daughter  of  Leverett  and  Ann 
(Wilson)  Cushman;  they  have  three  child- 

ren— Byron,  May  and  Fred;  he  is  also  a 
wellknown  Republican  serving  the  Town  of 
Ripley  as  Supervisor  in  1883  and  1889. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  has  been  married  twice. 
His  first  marriage  occurred  in  187G  when  he 
wedded  Miss  Ida  Perry.  They  had  two 
children,  Martha  N.  and  Laura  H.  Hitch- 

cock. His  second  marriage  occurred  in  1891 
when  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Cochran. 

GEOKGE  W.  HITCHCOCK 

Mr.  Hitchcock  is  a  member  of  the  West- 
field  Masonic  Lodge,  Ripley  Lodge,  inde- 

pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Ripley 
Lodge,  Royal  Arcanum,  No.  7G4.  He  is  one 
of  the  Dest  known  citizens  of  the  town  and 
has  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

GEORGE  W.  HITCHCOCK. 

George  W.  Hitchcock  is  the  grandson  of 
Oliver  Hitchcock  and  son  of  William  and 
Maria  Gorsline  Hitchcock.  He  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Chautauqua,  January  24,  1854. 
His  parents  removed  to  the  town  of  Ripley 
in  1855,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  town.  He  followed 
farming  for  a  time  and  later  purchased  and 
operated  a  feed  mill. 

In  1897  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  appointed  by 
President  McKinley  as  Postmaster  of  the 
Town  of  Ripley  and  he  has  since  performed 
the  duties  of  that  position  with  satisfaction 
to  all. 

FRANK  P.  WHiCHER. 

Frank  P.  Whicher,  who  recently  removed 
from  Ripley  to  Westfield,  and  from  there  to 
Montana,  where  he  continues  practice  as  a 
lawyer,  was  born  in  Cony,  Pennsylvania, 
February  21,  1875.  His  maternal  grand- 

father was  Hon.  Charles  G.  Maples,  who  was 
born  in  Milo,  Yates  County,  New  York,  in 
1818  and  came  to  this  county  in  Ls:;2.  and 
settled  in  Ellery,  with  his  parents.  He 
married  Ruth  Barney  in  183S.  One  child 
of  this  union  is  living,  Florence  Ruth,  the 
mother  of  Frank  P.  Whicher.  The  grand- 

father was  internal  tax  collector  for  the 
United  States  government  during  the  war; 
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was  Surrogate  from  1870  to  1882.  Ruth 
Barney  came  to  this  county  about  1830  from 
Erie  County. 

Mr.  Whicher  attended  DeVeaux  Military 
School  at  Niagara  Falls  in  September,  1889, 
and  graduated  there  in  June,  189o.  He 

FRANK  P.  WHICHER 

served  as  corporal  in  a  cadet  battalion  from 
March  to  June,  1892;  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  in  September,  1892,  and 
served  in  such  capacity  until  his  graduation. 
The  following  September  he  went  to  Hobart 
College,  Geneva,  New  York,  where  he  teok 

a  four  years'  classical  course,  graduating  in 
June,  1897.  He  studied  law  at  Mayville 
from  September,  1897  to  September,  1898, 
and  attended  the  Albany  Law  School  from 
that  time  until  June,  1899,  when  he  passed 
the  bar  examination.  He  was  admitted  and 
took  the  oath  for  legal  practice  in  August 
1899.  He  received  the  degree  of  Bacheloi 
of  Arts. 

Mr.  Whicher  is  not  married.  In  college 
he  wac  a  member  of  the  Sigma  Chi  Frater- 

nity. He  is  a  member  of  Summit  Lodge  No. 
219,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Westfleld; 
of  Ripley  Lodge  No.  758,  Independent  Order 
Odd  Fellows;  Columbine  Chapter  No.  219, 
Order  Eastern  Star  and  of  the  American 
Order  United  Workmen.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

JOSEPH  A.  McGINNIES. 

One  of  the  active  young  business  men 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  Chau- 

tauqua County  is  Joseph  A.  McGinnies  of 
Ripley.  Limited  to  a  single  page  his  biog- 

raphy must  necessarily  be  brief  but  enough 
can  be  said  to  emphasize  his  worth  and  out- 

line his  achievements  in  the  public,  busi- 
ness and  social  life  in  the  community  in 

which  he  lives. 
Although  of  Irish  birth  and  parentage,  he 

was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1861,  Mr.  McGinnies  can  claim  con- 

sideration as  a  native  Chautauquan  because 
he  came  to  Ripley  with  his  parents  when 
but  a  lad,  three  and  one-half  years  old,  and 
he  has  lived  in  Ripley  ever  since  and  from 
the  time  he  attained  his  majority  down  to 
the  present  date,  he  has  taken  an  active 
and  conspicuous  part  in  the  management  of 
the  public  affairs  of  the  township.  The  es- 

teem in  which  he  is  held  by  his  neighbors 
is  attested  by  the  fact  that  in  189G  he  was 
made  the  candidate  of  both  the  Republican 

JOSEPH  A.  McGINNIES 

and  the  Democratic  parties  for  the  office  of 
Supervisor,  the  highest  office  which  his 
townsmen  had  to  oestow.  He  was  elected. 
He  served  on  the  Board  for  one  year  and 
in  1897  was  re-elected  without  opposition. 
This  was  a  gratifying  endorsement  of  his 
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977 record  as  a  public  official,  and  this  endorse- 
ment was  emphasized  in  1898,  when  he  was 

re-elected  without  opposition,  again  in  1899, 
when  he  carried  the  town  by  three  hundred 
and  seveniy-two  majority  over  his  oppon- 

ent on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  again  in 
1901  when  both  political  parties  once  more 
united  in  his  support. 

His  majority  in  1899,  when  he  was  can- 
didate against  a  popular  Republican  is  the 

largest  majority  ever  received  by  a  candi- 
date in  a  political  contest  in  the  town  and 

he  has  now  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 

eight  consecutive  years,  the  longest  con- 
tinuous service  of  any  Supervisor  ever 

elected  in  Ripley. 
Mr.  McGinnies,  however,  began  his  pub- 

lic career  as  a  Postmaster  during  Cleve- 
land's first  administration.  He  served  four 

years,  and  when  in  1891!  Clevelanu  was 
again  elected  to  the  Presidency,  he  was  re- 

appointed and  served  a  second  term,  mak- 
ing eight  years  in  all.  And  it  is  not  too 

much  to  say  that  the  capable  and  conscien- 
tious manner  in  which  he  discharged  the 

duties  of  this  important  position  had  much 
to  do  witn  his  subsequent  success  as  a  can- 

didate for  an  elective  office. 

Mr.  McGinnies  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  town.  In  1877  he  gradu- 

ated from  the  Ripley  High  School. 
In  business  he  has  been  successful.  Be- 

ginning as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Dr. 

E.  G.  Simons,  April  1,  1877,  he  worked  dil- 
ligently  and  on  January  1,  1883,  he  purchas- 

ed the  store  and  embarked  in  business  for 
himself,  which  business  he  has  since  con- 

ducted, forming  a  partnership  with  his 
younger  brother,  Samuel  E.  McGinnies,  Feb- 

ruary 1,  1S98.  The  firm  deals  in  drugs,  gro- 
ceries, fancy  goods  and  druggists'  sundries, 

and  is  a  prosperous  and  progressive  con- 
cern. 

Apart  from  his  business  and  political  ac- 
tivities Mr.  McGinnies  has  found  time  to 

devote  to  fraternal  and  religious  work.  He 
is  a  trustee  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Ripley;  an  officer  in  Summit  Lodge,  No.  219, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Past  Grand  and 
charter  member  of  Ripley  Lodge  No.  758, 
Independent  Order  Odd  Fellows;  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Chau- 

tauqua District  Independent  Order  Odd 
Fellows;  Worthy  Patron  and  charter  mem- 

ber of  Columbian  Chapter  No.  2G0,  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star;  a  memoer  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
LTnited  Workmen  lodges;  President  ot 
the  Ripley  LIcse  Company,  a  member  of 
Ripley  Grange  No.  05,  and  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Chautauqua  and  Erie 
Grape  Company. 

Mr.  McGinnies  was  married  May  3rd,  1880, 
to  Anna  B.  Brockway  of  Ripley.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Clara  E.,  who  was  born  De- 

cember 2,  1894. 
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COMPILED  AND  ENLARGED  BY  GEO.  E.  McLAURY  FROM  AN  ARTICLE 
FORMERLY  WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF. 

The  first  visible  evidence  that  civiliza- 

tion was  to  come  to  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty was  the  opening  of  a  wagon  road 

from  Buffalo  to  Chautauqua  Creek  by 
General  Paine  in  1802.  This  road 

passed  through  Sheridan  on  a  well  de- 
fined gravel  ridge,  following  almost  the 

same  route  of  the  Erie,  or  Main  Road 

which  divides  the  town  into  two  nearly 

NATHANIEL  GRAY 
The  man  wlio  gave  the  Town  of  Sheridan  its  name. 

equal  parts.  On  either  side  of  this 
highway  the  pioneer  home  builders  made 
their  little  clearings,  built  their  rude 
log  cabins  and  laid  the  foundation  for 

the  future  prosperity  of  their  descend- 
ants. Sheridan  is  finely  situated,  hav- 

ing a  front  on  Lake  Erie  of  about  seven 
miles,  and  a  view  of  the  lake  can  be  had 

from  almost  anv  point  in  the  town.  The 
surface  is  nearly  level,  except  in  the 

southeast  portion,  which  rises  in  places 
about  five  hundred  feet  above  the  lake. 

It  is  well  watered  with  springs  and 

small  streams,  and  was  once  heavily 
timbered  with  whitewood,  basswood, 

hemlock,  beech  and  maple,  with  some 
inferior  pine  along  the  gravel  ridges. 

There  were  plain  evidences  of  former 
Indian  occupation  at  the  time  of  the 

first  settlement,  and  some  are  discern- 
able  now.  On  the  farm  now  owned  by 

J.  G.  Gould,  lot  thirty-five,  was  a  fort 
in  the  form  of  a  horseshoe,  and  a  bury- 

ing ground,  from  which  in  1875,  Hon. 
Daniel  Sherman,  at  that  time  Indian 

Agent,  exhumed  a  quantity  of  bones 
and  sent  them  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 

tute for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of 

throwing-  some  light  on  the  history  of 
the  mound  builders.  On  the  farm  of 

George  I.  Button,  lot  sixty-seven,  was 
a  circular  embankment  inclosing  a 

space  about  twenty  rods  across,  with 
an  eastern  elongation  extending  to  a 
small  creek.  The  Main  Road  ran 

through  this  enclosure,  and  the  em- 
bankment could  be  readily  traced  as 

late  as  i860.  Mr.  Button  has  a  quantity 

of  arrow  heads,  stone  axes,  stone  ham- 
mers, and  other  implements  evidently 

for  skinning  deer  and  dressing  their 
skins.  There  are  other  stones  nicelv 

dressed  into  shape,  but  for  what  use 
cannot  even  be  conjectured. 

The  first  purchases  of  land  by  settlers 
were  made  in  1804.  Francis  Webber 

and  Hazadiah  Stebbins  on  lot  seven- 

teen, William  Webber  on  lot  twenty- 
seven,  Abner  Holmes  on  lot  forty-three, 
and  Alanson  Holmes  on  lot  fifty-three, 
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In  1805  Gerald  Griswold  located  on  lot 

thirty-five,  Orsamus  Holmes  on  lots 

forty-fonr  and  sixty,  Joel  Lee  on  lot  fif- 
ty-two, John  Walker  on  lot  sixty-seven, 

John  Hollister  on  lot  sixty-six,  Thomas 
Stebbins  on  lot  eighteen,  and  Simeon 

Austin  on  lot  fifty-two.  Purchases  con- 
tinued until  in  1830,  it  is  estimated  that 

there  were  about  one  hundred  homes 

on  which  were  centered  the  hopes  and 

affections  of  nearly  one  thousand  peo- 
ple. With  increasing  emigration  came 

the  necessity  for  places  of  entertain- 
ment for  travelers. 

The  first  inn  or  tavern  was  kept  by 
Orsamus  Holmes  on  lot  sixty.on  the 

MARK  ROKK 

Usher  property,  now  owned  by  Wil- 
liam Wollert.  Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in 

Pembroke,  Massachusetts,  October  11, 

1 757 ;  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution; 

was  taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  Can- 

ada, escaped  and  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  frontier  settlements  of  Ver- 

mont. In  1804  he  made  a  selection  of 
land  in  Sheridan,  and  in  the  summer  of 

1805  his  family  took  possession  of  their 
new  home.  He  was  a  respected  citizen. 
Postmaster  for  many  years  and  at  the 

age  of  seventy-six  removed  to  Kill- 
buck,  Holmer  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
there  in  1835. 

William  Griswold  kept  the  first  tavern 
at  the  Center,  where  he  located  in  1805. 
It  was  discontinued  in  1837.  At  what 

was  afterward  known  as  Robert's  Cor- 
ners, one  Pryor  kept  an  inn  as  early  as 

181 1  or  1812.  This  was  burned,  and  in 

181 5  he  had  a  house  containing  onlv  two 
small  rooms,  which  with  the  farm,  he 

traded  with  Benjamin  Roberts  for  the 

Haskin  farm  on  lot  fifty-three.  Benja- 
min Roberts  came  from  Madison  Coun- 

ty in  1811,  settled  on  lot  thirty-four, 
afterwards  on  the  Haskin  farm,  lot  fifty- 

MRS.  MARK  RORK 

four,  north  of  the  Main  Road,  and  in 
t8i  S  moved  to  the  location  vet  known 

by  his  name,  and  into  the  small  dwel- 
ling erected  by  Pryor.  This  was  added 

to  by  him  until  it  became  quite  a  spac- 
ious hostelry.  It  was  kept  by  him  until 

his  death  in  1836,  then  by  his  son  Abncr 

until  1848,  and  by  other  parties  until 
1852.  After  his  trade  with  Roberts. 

Pryor  built  another  tavern  on  lot  fifty- 

three,  south  of  the  Main  Road.  Tin's 
he  sold  to  one  Taylor  and  in  1824  Tay- 
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lor  sold  to  Enoch  Haskin;  Mr.  Haskin 
came  to  Fredonia  from  Pittstown, 

Rennsselaer  County  in  1818.  He  had 

a  fine  span  of  horses  and  was  employed 

by  Colonel  Abell  to  plow  for  the  first 

time  the  grounds  now  known  as  "The 
Barker  Common"  in  the  Village  of  Fre- 

donia. In  1819  he  moved  to  Sheridan, 
onto  what  is  now  known  as  the  Harner 

farm,  and  in  T824  to  the  Taylor  inn. 

This  building  was  burned  in  1833,  was 

rebuilt  by  him  and  kept  until  1850.  Mr. 
Haskin  also  kept  the  Orrington  post 
office  from  1824  until  1839.  He  moved 

to  Winona,  Minnesota,  and  died  there 
in  1866.  The  Kensington  tavern  was 

probably  established  as  early  as  1812, 
as  there  was  a  store  and  post  office 
there  in  1816.  It  changed  landlords 

more  times  than  any  other  tavern  in 
town.  It  was  kept  at  different  times  by 

Joseph  Edwards,  William  Holbrook, 

Asa  Pierce,  Sam  Davis,  Alexander  Wil- 
liams, and  Daniel  Lee  was  discontinued 

about  1850,  and  torn  down  about  1865. 

Huvck's  Tavern  was  first  established  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Main  Road  by  one 

Goodwin  between  1815  and  1820.  After- 
ward be  built  on  the  north  side  of  the 

road.  Richard  Huyck  came  from  Sid- 

ney, Delaware  County,  in  183-1,  and 
bought  of  Mr.  Goodwin  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road,  and  in  1834  the  tavern 

also,  he  kept  it  until  1851,  and  died  in 

1869.  The  Kensington  and  Huyck  tav- 
erns were  about  one  mile  apart,  with 

a  fine  stretch  of  gravel  road  between 
them.  This  was  often  used  as  a  race 

course,  and  many  horses  famous  for 
their  fleetness  were  brought  here  to 
make  an  exhibition  of  their  speed  and 

endurance.  At  such  times  the  people 
assembled  in  large  numbers  to  witness 
this  exciting  pastime. 

John  I.  Eacker  came  from  Herkimer 

County  in  1835,  ancl  bought  Edmund 

Mead's  store  building  at  the  Center  in 
1837.  This  he  moved  to  the  northeast 

corner,  and  kept  it  and  the  post  office. 

and  also  a  tavern  until  the  stages 

stopped  running  in  1852.  He  died  in 

Carroll  'County,  Illinois,  in  1877.  Wil- 
liam Ensign  came  from  Delaware  Coun- 

ty in  1 814,  bought  a  farm  one  mile  east 
of  the  Center  in  181 5,  and  commenced 
keeping  a  tavern  in  1825.  The  house, 
which  was  of  brick,  was  burned  in  1847. 
It  was  rebuilt  but  the  tavern  was  dis- 

continued. Kensington  post  office, 

with  Dr.  Terry  as  Postmaster,  was  kept 
here  for  a  few  years.  A  tavern  was 

kept  at  an  early  day  in  a  log  house  on 
the  hill  in  the  south  part  of  the  town 
by  Nathaniel  Loomis,  it  was  replaced 

by  a  frame  building  which  is  still  stand- 
ing. There  were  for  many  years  seven 

taverns  within  the  limits  of  the  town, 

but  the  tide  of  emigration  attained  to 

KENDALL   HOMESTEAD —  BUILT  ABOUT  1830. 

such  proportions,  that  it  was  often  im- 
possible to  furnish  accommodations  for 

all  who  wished. 

Elisha  Grey  is  said  to  have  kept  the 
first  store,  which  was  located  a  little 
east  of  the  Haskin  tavern,  on  the  Main 

Road.  Allen  Dennv  kept  a  few  gro- 
ceries for  sale  at  his  residence  on  the 

John  Spencer  farm  near  Newell's  Cor- ners. William  Holbrook  kept  a  store 
at  Kensington  in  1 8 1 6.  Edmund  Mead 
kept  the  first  store  at  the  Center.  He 
was  born  in  New  York  City  in  1809, 

and  came  to  Sheridan  in  1830.  His 
father,  who  was  a  merchant  in  New 
York,  sent  on  a  stock  of  merchandise 

which  Mr.  Mead  put  into  a  store  built 
on  land  owned  by  Israel  C.  Holmes  on 

lot  forty-four,  about  half  a  mile  south 
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of  the  Center.  One  year  later  he  moved 

the  building  with  oxen,  grubbing  the 
stumps  from  the  highway  to  give  room, 
and  placed  it  on  the  northwest  corner 
at  the  Center  where  he  built  for  those 

days  quite  a  commodious  residence. 
The  store  building  proving  too  small, 

was  sold  and  moved  away  for  a  dwel- 
ling house.  It  stands  on  the  north  side 

of  Main  Street,  a  little  east  from  the 

church  and  is  owned  by  A.  H.  Munson. 

A  new  building  succeeded  it  and  was 
used  by  Mr.  Mead  until  1834,  when  he 
sold  the  goods  to  Leroy  Farnham,  who 
kept  the  store  until  1837,  when  the 
building  was  sold  to  John  I.  Eacker, 

and  Hazadiah  Stebbins,  in  1807  or  1808. 
They  settled  in  Hanover  where  some  of 
their  descendants  now  reside.  The  first 

death  was  that  of  Origen,  son  of  Orsa- 
mus  Holmes,  January  1,  1806,  aged 

eighteen  years.  It  is  stated  in  Young's 
History  that  Joel  Lee  built  the  first 
frame  house.  The  first  frame  barn  was 

built  on  the  farm  of  Otis  Ensign,  lot 

sixty-five,  about  1809,  and  is  still  stand- 
ing on  the  farm  of  John  S.  Christy,  in 

a  good  state  of  preservation.  The  last 

log  house  used  as  a  dwelling  was  occu- 
pied by  Hiram  Fessenden,  Sr.,  until  his 

death  in  1886,  after  which  it  was  torn 
down. 

FIRST  FRAME  BARN  ERECTED  IN  .SHERIDAN. 
Built  by  John  Fowler  in  1809. 

who  moved  it  to  the  northeast  corner 

and  used  it  for  a  tavern,  store  and  post 

office.  It  burned  in  1871  while  occu- 
pied by  Arthur  Gifford,  was  rebuilt  in 

T872,  and  is  now  the  store  and  dwelling 
of  Adelbert  Roberts. 

P.  H.  Shelley  bought  the  old  Presby- 
terian Church  at  the  Center  in  1874,  re- 

modeled it,  added  a  public  hall,  and  is 
still  keeping  a  grocery  and  the  Sheridan 
post  office.  Charles  Roberts  has  a 
small  store  in  his  residence  on  the  Main 
Road  near  the  old  Haskin  tavern. 

The  first  marriage  was  Thomas  Har- 
ris to  Betsy  Stebbins,  a  sister  of  Thomas 

This  Town  of  Sheridan  was  formed 

in  April,  1827,  by  taking  thirty-two  lots 
from  the  Town  of  Pomfret,  and  thirty- 
five  from  Hanover.  Nathaniel  Grey, 

John  E.  Griswold  and  Haven  Brigham 
made  the  journey  to  Albany,  then  a 
laborious  one,  in  the  winter  of  that  year, 
and  lobbied  the  Legislature  until  they 
succeeded  in  their  mission.  William 

E.  Griswold.  an  elder  brother  of  John 
E.,  contributed  fifty  dollars  toward  the 

expenses  of  the  undertaking.  Mr.  Grey- 
was  a  great  admirer  of  the  poet  Sheri- 

dan, and  proposed  that  his  name  be 
given  to  the  newly  formed  town.  His 
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proposition  was  adopted,  and  so  it 
stands  in  the  list  of  the  towns  in  Chau- 

tauqua County  today.  The  first  town 

meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Wil- 
liam Griswold,  Tuesday,  May  8,  1827, 

M 

■  .  ' •'.  ' 

JOHN  E .  GRISWOLD 

at  which  time  the  following  town  offi- 
cers were  elected  :  Supervisor,  Lyscom 

Mixer;  Town  Clerk,  Enoch  Haskin ; 

Assessors,  Haven  Brigharn,  Otis  En- 
sign, Sheldon  Stanley ;  Collector,  Ro- 

dolphus  Simons ;  Commissioners  of 

Highway;  Nathaniel  Loomis,  William 
Ensign,  John  N.  Gregg;  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  Otis  Ensign,  Jonathan  S. 

Pattison ;  Constables,  Rodolphus  Sim- 
ons, (  )rlow  Hart ;  Commissioners  of 

Schools,  Benjamin  Brownell,  Royal 
Teft,  Lyscom  Mixer ;  Inspectors  of 
Schools,  Elisha  Mason,  Nathaniel  Grey, 
Samuel  Davis. 

The  names  of  those  who  have  served 

the  town  as  Supervisors  since  that  time 

are  as  follows:  1827-8-9-30,  Lyscom 
Mixer;  1831,  Nathaniel  Grey;  1832, 
Lyscom  Mixer;  1833,  Nicholas  Mallet; 

1834,  Leroy  Farnham  ;  1835,  Nathaniel 

Grey;  1836-7,  Jonathan  S.  Pattison; 
1838,  Nathaniel  Grey;  1839-40-1-2,  Wil- 

lard  W.  Brigharn  ;  1843,  Jonn  I-  Eacker  ; 

1844,  John  N.  Gregg;  1845-6-7-8-9, 
Harry  Hall;  1850-1-2,  Edmund  Mead; 
1853,  John  I.  Eacker;  1854,  Edmund 
Mead;  1855,  Newton  P.  Smith;  1856, 
Edmund  Mead;  1857,  Newell  Gould; 

1858-9,  William  O.  Strong;  1860-1-2, 
John  C.  Cranston  ;  1863-4-5-6-7,  Buell 
Tolles  ;  1868,  Joseph  C.  Doty;  1869-70, 
Buell  Tolles  ;  1871-2,  Joseph  Doty  ; 

1873,  George  W.  Eacker;  1874,  Stew- 
art T.  Christy;  1875,  Henry  J.  Crans- 

ton; 1876,  George  Cranston;  1877-8, 
George  W.  Eacker;  1879,  Asahel  C. 

Brace;  1 880-1,  George  W.  Eacker; 
1882,  Asaliel  C.  Brace ;  1883,  George 

Cranston ;  1884,  Harvey  M.  Bailey ; 

1885-6-7-8-9-90,  William  R.  Miner; 
1891 -2-3-4-5-6,  Edgar  J.  Griswold; 

1 897-8-9- 1 900- 1 -2-3-4-5,  George  E.  Mc- Laury. 

The  first  post  office,  and  also  being 

the  second  one  in  the  county,  was  es- 
tablished June,  1806,  at  the  Holmes 

Tavern,  with  Orsamus  Holmes,  Post- 
master, and  was  named  Canadaway. 

This  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  Can- 
adaway, the  name  given  later  on  to  the 

settlement  where  Fredonia  now  is.  The 

LOCATION'  OF  FIRST  TAVERN'  IN  SHERIDAN. 
Established  by  Orsamns  Homes  in  1806,  and  also 

where  the  First  Postoffiee  was  established  in  Sheri- 
dan and  the  second  in  Chautauqua  CountT,  June 1809. 

next  was  Hanover;  afterward  Kensing- 
ton, established  December  7,  1816,  Wil- 
liam Holbrook;  Postmaster.    In  1829, 
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South  Sheridan  post  office  was  estab- 
lished  at  the  residence  of  John  E.  Gris- 
wold,  who  was  appointed  Postmaster. 
In  1824,  Canadaway  post  office  was 
moved  to  the  Haskin  Tavern  and  the 

name  changed  to  Orrington,  Enoch 
Haskin,  Postmaster.  The  chest  in 

which  the  mail  was  kept  is  now  the 

property  of  Fernando  C.  Haskin  of  Fre- 
donia.  In  1839,  mainly  through  the 
efforts  of  Edmund  Mead,  Esquire, 
Sheridan  post  office  was  established  at 

the  Center,  with  John  T.  Eacker  Post 
Master,  and  Kensington,  Orrington  and 
South  Sheridan  offices  were  discontin- 
ued. 

The  first  religious  meeting  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Orsamus  Holmes  in 

1807.  It  was  conducted  by  Rev.  John 
Spencer,  who  afterward  located  near 
Newells  Corners.  He  had  been  a  sol- 

dier in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  held 
a  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  Captain 

Peter  Van  Rensselaer's  company,  Col- 
onel Marinus  Willets'  regiment,  New 

York  Levies,  which  was  organized  at 
Fort  Flerkimer  October  7,  1781.  Fie 
died  in  T826  and  was  buried  in  a  plot 
of  ground  contributed  by  him  from  bis 

farm  to  'the  town  for  burial  purposes. 
A  frame  for  a  church  was  erected  by 
the  Presbyterians  at  the  Center  in  1828, 
but  was  never  enclosed,  and  was  soon 

torn  down.  Worthy  Allen,  Joel  Spencer, 
Haven  P>righam  and  others,  built  a 

commodious  house  of  worship  at  New- 

ell's  Corners  in  1822.  In  1849  it  was 
sold  to  Newell  Usher  who  moved  it 
onto  his  farm  and  used  it  for  a  barn. 

In  1832,  Jonah  Howe  and  others  erect- 
ed a  church  at  the  Center.  Mr.  Flowe 

also  built  a  pipe  organ  for  the  church 

and  taught  his  daughter  to  play  it.  This 
church  was  used  for  a  preaching  place 
until  about  1870.  Later  on  it  was  con- 

verted into  a  store,  for  which  purpose 
it  is  now  used  by  its  owner.  P.  II. 

Shelley.  A  Methodist  Episcopal  Socie- 
ty was  formed  at  the  residence  of  Steph- 

en Bush,  one-half  mile  east  of  the  Cen- 
ter in  1809.  This  is  said  to  have  been 

the  first  Methodist  preaching  place,  and 
the  first  class  formed  in  the  county. 

This  society  built  a  church  at  the  Cen- 
ter in  1834,  it  was  remodeled  in  1854, 

at  which  time  Mrs.  Eliza- Mead  of  New 
York  City  presented  the  society  with 
a  bell.  The  church  is  still  used  as  a 

meeting  house,  and  although  built  so 

long  ago,  still  presents  a  very  neat  and 
attractive  appearance. 

A  P>aptist  society  was  organized  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town  in  1844. 

Martin  Cary,  Hiram  Ranney  and  Ira 
Fuller  were  among  its  first  members. 

A  church  was  erected  in  1845,  anfl  ser- 
vices were  held  somewhat  irregularly 

until  i860  or  1861,  when  the  society 
was  disbanded  and  the  church  building 

is  now  used  for  a  barn  on  the  Week's 

SILVER    CASCADE — TOWN  OF  SHERIDAN. 

place.  Rev.  Levi  Wright,  a  Weslevan 
Methodist  minister,  was  instrumental  in 

building  a  small  church  on  the  farm  of 

Baxter  Dodge  about  1855.  After  about 
five  years,  services  were  discontinued 
and  the  church  turned  into  a  dwelling. 
The  first  school  was  kept  by  William 

Griswold   in   his   house   at   the  Center 
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in  the  winter  of  1807-1808.  There  are 
now  ten  schoolhouses  in  town,  with  a 
well  attended  school  in  each.  The  first 

tannery  was  built  by  Haven  Brigham 
on  Beaver  Creek  where  D.  U.  Herrick 

now  resides,  in  181 1.  The  next  was 
established  where  Beaver  Creek  crosses 

the  Main  Road,  by  Enoch  Haskin  and 
Nathaniel  Grey,  in  1820.  It  was  sold 

to  Perry  Gifford  who  continued  the 
business,  and  also  a  shoe  shop,  until 
his  death  in  1850.  William  Doty,  who 
came  from  Delaware  County  in  1820, 
built  a  tannery  near  the  Ensign  Tavern 

in  [836.  The  bark  was  ground  with  a 
circular  stone  eight  inches  thick  and 
about  seven  feet  across.  This  was  set 

on  edge,  with  a  horizontal  shaft  at- 
tached to  a  revolving  center  post.  A 

HE  R  RICK'S  FALLS. 
Location  of  First  Grist  Mill  and  First  Saw  Mill  in 

Sheridan — Erected  by  Haven  Brigham  in  1809. 

horse  was  hitched  to  the  out  end  of 

this  shaft  and  the  stone  was  rolled  in 

a  circle  on  the  bark  placed  on  the  floor. 
A  shoe  shop  was  added  to  the  business, 
but  both  were  discontinued  in  1847. 
The  first  and  only  gristmill  in  the  town 
was  built  by  Haven  Brigham  on  Beaver 
Creek  in  181 1,  where  he  also  built  a 
sawmill  and  tannery.    There  have  been 

at  least  ten  water  and  three  steam  saw- 
mills erected  in  the  town.  But  one  only 

remains,  the  portable  steam  mill  owned 
by  Wallace  Newell,  situated  on  the 
Main  Road  on  the  site  of  the  last  water 

mill  which  was  built  by  Orlo  Hart  in 
1820. 

A  lime  kiln  was  built  about  1845  by 

George  Robinson  and  Alanson  Denny, 

near  the  beach  of  the  lake  on  Denny's 
farm.  It  had  a  capacity  of  about  five 
cords  of  stone,  from  which  could  be 
made  four  hundred  bushels  of  lime. 

The  stone  was  brought  in  schooners 

from  Kelley's  Island  and  Canada.  In 
1854  Orlando  Elmore  was  the  owner 
and  it  was  discontinued  in  1864. 

A  rope  walk,  fourteen  by  one  hundred 
sixty-five  feet,  was  built  in  1833,  by 
Thomas  Chapman  who  emigrated  from 
Jefferson  County  in  1810,  and  settled 
on  lot  fifteen  in  181 1.  Rope  was  made 
from  flax  and  hemp.  Previous  to  the 
erection  of  the  rope  walk  some  rope  had 

been  made  by  spinning  it  in  the  house 

and  twisting  it  out  of  doors.  Mr.  Chap- 
man was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812 

and  was  at  the  burning  of  Buffalo.  He 
died  in  1846.  He  had  eleven  sons  and 

three  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  an 
adult  age. 

A  brick  kiln  was  established  at  a  very 

early  day  by  William  Ensign  and  Jon- 
athan S.  Pattison  on  the  farm  of  the 

latter,  on  lot  sixteen,  and  was  operated 
periodically  until  about  1855,  when  it 
was  discontinued.  The  house  on  the 

Pattison  homestead,  and  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Forestville,  were  built  of 

brick  from  this  kiln.  The  main  thor- 

oughfare between  the  east  and  the 

great  west  passing  through  this  town 
made  a  large  amount  of  business  for 

taverns  and  stages,  but  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Buffalo  &  State  Line 

Railroad  in  1852  the  stages  ceased  to 

run,  the  crack  of  the  driver's  whip  was 
heard  no  more,  and  the  tayerns  were 

objects  of  interest  only  as  they  brought 
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to  mind  the  toil  and  the  struggles  of  the 

emigrant  seeking  to  better  his  condition 
in  the  comparatively  unknown  western 

territory.  The  facilities  for  travel  in- 
creased rapidly  from  the  completion  of 

the  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad  in  1851 

down  to  1892,  when  the  Dunkirk  &  Sil- 
ver Creek  Railroad  was  built,  a  double 

track  line,  afterwards  incorporated  into 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern, 
to  become  later  on  a  part  of  one  of  the 

most  extensive  and  best  equipped  rail- 
road systems  in  the  world.  The  Nickel 

Plate  and  the  Pennsylvania  were  corn- 

to  run  a  line  along  the  Main  Road  entire- 
Is1  through  the  town,  and  it  may  not  be 
long  after  the  publication  of  this,  when 
they  will  be  making  hourly  trips  along 
the  line  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland.  A 

telegraph  line  was  built  along  the  south 
side  of  the  Main  Road  in  [847.  It  was 

composed  of  two  wires  twisted  together 
like  fence  wire.  Another  line  was  built 

along  the  north  side  of  the  same  road 
in  1X48.  There  are  now  over  five  hun- 

dred miles  of  telegraph  wire  in  the 
Town  of  Sheridan  alone.  The  New 

York  &  Pennsylvania  Telephone  was 

MAIN  STREET— SHERIDAN. 
First  Road  laid  ont  in  Chautauqua  County — Located  by  Col.  Payne  in  18<>2 

pleted  in  1882  and  the  old  Lake  Shore 
double  tracked  in  1872.  There  are  over 
thirty  miles  of  track  in  the  town,  and 
there  is  but  little  of  the  time  in  the 

twenty-four  hours  of  each  day  but  that 
the  rumble  of  heavily  laden  trains  can- 

not be  heard,  bearing  the  burdens  of 
commerce  to  their  destination.  Trolley 
cars  are  in  contemplation,  a  franchise 
having  been  granted  to  the  Buffalo, 
Dunkirk  &  Western  Traction  Com- 

pany on  the  eighth  day  of  January  last 

built  along  the  Lake  Road  in  [889,  and 

in  [892,  a  loop  was  built  by  public  sub- 
scription to  the  Center.  The  Ilanover 

line  comes  from  Silver  Creek"  and  the 

Home  line  from  Fredonia,  thus  prac- 
tically making  the  people  of  the  whole 

count)-,  and  even  those  of  other  states, 
near  neighbors  to  each  other. 

During  the  great  oil  excitement  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  in  [864,  a  good 

many  farmers  sold  their  Land  for  fabul- 
ous prices  and  came  to  Chautauqua 
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County,  and  invested  their  money  in 
some  of  the  best  farms  along  the  lake 
shore.  Among  those  who  came  to 
Sheridan,  was  Samuel  A.  Patterson 

from  near  Titusville,  who  purchased 
about  one  thousand  acres  for  which  he 

paid  one  hundred  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars. Nearly  one  million  dollars  worth 

of  oil  has  been  taken  from  the  wells 

on  his  old  farm  in  Pennsylvania. 

Sheridan,  although  not  having  a  lake 
port,  has  been  very  prolific  of  sailors, 
and  they  have  been,  and  are  now, 

among  our  most  worth)'  citizens.  More 
than  twenty  have  been  masters  of  some 

of  the  finest  and  largest  vessels  on  the 
lakes.  Probably  the  first  was  Captain 
Zephaniah  Perkins,  who  was  attached 
to  the  lake  marine  in  the  War  of  1812. 

He  was  Captain  of  the  schooner  King- 

bird, running  between  Buffalo  and  Dun- 
kirk in  1815.  In  1831,  George  Reed, 

at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  was  Captain 
of  the  schooner  Beaver.  In  1836,  Al- 
mon  Robinson,  when  twenty-six,  was 
master  of  the  schooner  Luther  Wright ; 

Hiram  Chapman  at  thirty,  was  master 

of  the  schooner  Atalantic ;  in  1837,  Jos- 
eph Ferry,  at  thirty,  was  master  of  the 

schooner  Juliaette ;  in  1842,  John  Reed 

at  thirty-five,  was  master  of  the  schoon- 
er John  Grant  ;  in  1S44,  Reuben  Rork, 

at  twenty-eight,  was  master  of  the 

schooner  Alps;  in  1844,  Theron  Chap- 
man was  at  twenty-eight  master  of  the 

schooner  Aetna;  in  1851,  Joseph  C. 

Doty  at  thirty-one,  was  master  of  the 
schooner  William  Buckley,  running  be- 

tween Buffalo  and  Conneaut ;  in  1840 

David  bisk,  at  thirty-five,  was  master 
of  the  schooner  Henry  Roop,  and  A. 

W.  Reed  in  1859  at  twenty-four,  was 
master  of  the  schooner  Richard  Mott, 

running  between  Buffalo  and  Chicago. 

In  18O1  M.  M.  Drake  at  twenty-five  was 
master  of  the  propellor  Genessee  Chief 
between  Buffalo  and  Erie,  and  Henry 

H.  Reed  at  twenty-six  master  of  the 
bark  Levi,  Rawson  between  Buffalo  and 

Chicago ;  also  A.  B.  Drake  at  twenty- 
six  of  the  propellor  Owego  between 
Buffalo  and  Toledo.  In  1872,  Walter 

Robinson  at  twenty-eight  was  master 
of  the  propellor  Oleafl  between  Buffalo 
and  Detroit,  and  B.  F.  Borthwick  at 

twenty-six  master  of  the  schooner  F. 

A.  Georger,  between  Buffalo  and  Chi- 
cago ;  also  Delos  Waite  in  1881,  was 

master  of  the  steamer  Empire  State  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Duluth.  In  1883, 

Will  Borthwick,  at  twenty-eight,  was 

master  of  the  propellor  George  S.  Haz- 
zard  between  Buffalo  and  Chicago,  and 

Nelson  Robinson,  at  thirty-four,  was 
master  of  the  steamer  M.  M.  Drake,  be- 

tween Buffalo  and  Chicago;  also  Frank 

B.  Huvck  in  1895,  at  thirty-six  was  mas- 
ter of  the  steamer  New  York. 

It  is  now  not  quite  one  hundred  years 
since  the  first  settler  laid  his  axe  at  the 

roots  of  the  mighty  monarchs  of  which 
the  primeval  forest  was  composed  to 

subdue  it.  Now,  instead  of  the  wilder- 
ness, there  are  meadows  and  vineyards, 

and  the  log  cabins  have  been  replaced 

with  capacious  barns  and  beautiful 
mansions.  Instead  of  the  cumbersome 

wagon  and  the  side  saddle,  we  have  fine 
carriages  cushioned  with  broad  cloth, 
and  long  trains  of  luxurious  steam  cars 

stop  at  our  doors  almost  every  hour 
111  the  day,  and  in  them  we  may  go  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth  with  comfort  and 

ease.  The  cranes  and  the  andirons 

have  gone  to  the  junk  dealer,  while  the 
flax  brake  and  the  loom  have  been  re- 

duced to  ashes.  The  spinning  wheel 
and  the  reel  have  been  consigned  to  the 

garret,  leaving  the  little  flax  wheel  to 
pose  as  a  curiosity.  The  grain  cradle 
and  the  sickle  hang  idle  in  the  barn  loft, 

while  the  once  vigorous  arms  that  wield- 
ed them  have  mouldered  into  dust.  Lit- 
tle do  we  realize  the  toil,  privation  and 

suffering  it  cost  those  pioneers,  that  we 

might  have  Sheridan  as  it  now  is,  beauti- 
ful for  situation  and  the  joy  of  all  who 

live  within  its  bounds. 
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Historical  Sketch  of  the  Wesleyan  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society 

at  Sheridan. 

In  1S08  the  Philadelphia  Conference  formed 
a  circuit  called  the  Holland  Purchase,  which 
included  all  the  State  of  New  York  west  of 
the  Genesee  River,  of  which  circuit  Rev. 
George  Lane  was  appointed  preacher  in 
charge.  In  the  winter  of  1808  and  1809, 
learning  that  a  few  members  of  the  Method- 

ist Episcopal  Church  had  settled  in  the  town 
of  Sheridan,  near  Fredonia,  Mr.  Lane  start- 

ed in  a  sleigh  from  Buffalo  to  visit  them. 
On  his  way  thither  he  overtook  William 
Gould,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Chinch,  but  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  destination.  The  snow  was  deep,  and 
as  night  came  on,  their  sleighs  became  so 
embedded  in  the  snow  that  they  were  obliged 
to  abandon  them,  and  they  rode  their  horses 

to  Mack's  Tavern,  at  Cattaraugus  Creek, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  The  next  morning  they  proceeded 

on  their  journey,  and  reached  Daniel  Gould's 
that  evening.  The  journey  from  Buffalo  to 
Cattaraugus  was  made  across  the  lake  on 
the  ice,  and  their  sleighs  remained  in  the 
drifted  snow  until  in  the  spring.  Mr.  Lane 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Sheridan  a  few 
days,  preached  a  number  of  times,  and  form- 

ed a  class  consisting  of  Stephen  Bush,  Dan- 
ield  Gould  and  wife,  and  Elijah  Risley.  This 
was  undoubtedly  the  first  class  formed  in 
Chautauqua  County.  The  first  place  where 
the  society  was  formed  was  at  the  log-house 
of  Stephen  Bush,  about  one-half  mile  east 
of  the  Center.  Mr.  Gould  was  the  first 
class  leader  and  he  and  his  wife  were  con- 

sistent members  while  they  lived.  This  so- 
ciety was  left  without  ministerial  care  for 

two  years.  In  the  summer  of  1810,  the 
Genesee  Conference  held  its  first  session 
at  Lyons,  New  York,  at  which  time  Justus 
Hinman  and  John  P.  Kent,  representing  the 
societies  of  Sheridan  and  Villenova,  attend- 

ed and  asked  for  a  preacher.  Three  men 
were  sent  to  the  Holland  Purchase  and  since 
that  time  the  society  has  had  an  unbroken 
succession  of  preachers.  The  list  is  as  fol- 

lows: 1810,  William  Brown;  1811,  Elijah 
Metcalf;  1812,  Benjamin  Paddock;  1813, 
Lemuel  Lane,  (supply  July  to  September), 
John  McMahon;  1814,  Burrows  Westlake; 
1815,  Lemuel  Lane;   1816,  D.  D.  Davidson; 
1817,  Curtis  Goddard,  (to  mid-winter),  S.  R. 
Brockunier,   (supply  balance  of  the  year) ; 
1818,  John  Summerville;  1819,  Robert  C. 
Hatton;  1820,  John  Summerville;  1821,  Na- 

thaniel Reeder,  Ira  Bronson;  1822,  Richard 
Wright,  Sylvester  Cary;  1823,  Parker  Buell, 
Richard  Wright;  1824,  Josiah  Keyes;  1825, 
Henry  Knapp,  John  Scott;  182G,  Job  Wilson, 
John  P.  Kent;  1827,  Joseph  S.  Barris,  S. 
Ayers,  J.  McLean,  supply;  1829,  James  Gil- 
more,  Allured  Plympton;  1830,  David  Pres- 

ton, S.  E.  Babccck;  1831,  David  Preston,  J. 
Robinson,  N.  Henry;  1832,  J.  K.  Hallock,  D. 
M.  Steams;  1833,  J.  K.  Hallock,  I.  M.  Tack- 

ett, B.  S.  Hill,  supply;  1834,  H.  Luse,  S. 
Gregg;  1835,  L.  Rogers,  I.  H.  Tackett,  D. 
Smith;   183G,  L.  Rogers,  J.  O.  Rich;  1837, 
G.  C.  Baker,  B.  S.  Hill;  1838,  B.  S.  Hill,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter;  1839,  H.  Ellicott,  J.  Flower; 
1840,  J.  Flower,  E.  Hull;  1841,  H.  J.  Moore, 
S.  A.  Henderson;  1843,  T.  Graham,  S.  A. 
Young;  1844,  I.  Scofield,  A.  Barris;  1S45,  S. 
Leach,  A.  Barris;  184G,  T.  H.  Cummings; 
1847,  H.  W.  Beers;  1848,  N.  Norton,  I.  H. 
Tackett;  1849,  J.  Uncles;  1850,  J.  O.  Rich, 
S.  A.  Henderson;  1851,  J.  O.  Rich;  1852,  J. 
Robinson;  1853,  A.  Norton;  1854-5,  John 
Peate;  185G-7,  W.  P.  Bignell;  1858,  T.  B. 
Blinn;  1859-GO,  John  R.  Lyon;  1861,  I.  O. 
Fisher,  appointed  Presiding  Elder  during  the 
year,  E.  A.  Ludwick,  supply;  18G2,  E.  A.  Lud- 
wick,  entered  the  army  as  Captain,  H.  C. 
McBride,  A.  L.  Kellogg,  supplies,  each  a 
portion  of  the  time;  18G3-4,  D.  S.  Steadman; 
18G5,  R.  W.  Crane;  18C6,  C.  M.  Heard;  18G7-8, 
W.  W.  Warner;  1SG9-71,  J.  M.  Bray;  1872-3, 
E.  D.  McCreary;  1874,  R.  M.  Baer;  1875,  S. 
M.  Clark;  1S7G-77-78,  J.  S.  Albertson;  1879-80, 
G.  W.  Chesbro;  1881,  J.  R.  Lyon;  1882-83-84, 
Miller  Fording;  1885,  A.  S.  Goodrich;  188G- 
87-88,  R.  W.  Scott;  1889,  A.  B.  Phillips;  1890- 
91,  Frederick  Fair;  1892-93,  H.  W.  Kennedy; 
1894-95-9G-97-98,  W.  P.  Bignell;  1899-1900,  C. 
L.  Pappenhagen;  1901-02,  J.  M.  Farrell. 

The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  var- 
ious dwelling  houses  of  the  members,  prom- 
inent among  which  was  that  of  Seth  Ensign 

who  was  married  to  Sally  Gould  in  1817. 
Meetings  were  also  held  at  the  first  school 
house  at  Center  until  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  afterward  in  the  new  one  which 
stood  near  where  the  present  school  house 
now  stands.  About  1833  a  plain  church 
building  about  thirty-eight  feet  by  forty-five 
feet  in  size  and  costing  about  two 
thousand  dollars,  was  erected.  The 
pulpit  was  located  between  the  two  front 
doors,  and  the  floor  rose  gradually  to  the 
rear.  In  1853  and  1854,  an  addition  of  six- 

teen feet,  surmounted  with  belfry,  was  made 

to  the  front,  the  pulpit  and  seats  were  re- 
versed and  placed  as  they  now  are,  and  a 

bell  donated  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Mead,  of  New 
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York  City,  was  placed  in  position  in  the  bel- 

fry. The  most  remarkable  revival's  in  the 
history  of  the  society  occurred  during  the 
pastoral  terms  of  Lorenzo  Rogers,  John  Peat 
and  W.  W.  Warner.  The  singing,  which  at 
an  early  day  was  done  without  the  aid  of  an 
instrument,  except  tuning  fork  or  violin  to 
take  the  key,  was  led  at  different  times  by 
Havilla  Osborn,  Tyler  Featherly  Daniel 
Shelley,  P.  H.  Shelley,  William  Bush,  Eben 
Buel,  Hartwell  A.  Shelley,  George  E.  Mc- 
Laury,  H.  M.  Bailey,  William  Elliott, 
Julius  G.  Gould  and  O.  W.  Graves, 
who  is  the  present  leader.  Hartwell  A. 
Shelley  and  Julius  G.  Gould  were  leaders  for 
nearly  or  quite  twenty  years  each.  An 
organ  was  procured  about  1SG0  and  Lorancy 
Featherly  was  the  first  organist.  Since  that 
time  the  following  have  acted  in  the  same 
capacity:  Susan  Mead,  Ella  Mead,  Mary 
Convis,  Nina  Congdon,  Mary  Huyck,  Myrtie 
Aldrich  and  Alice  Lyon  Ensign  who  is  now 
serving  in  her  seventeenth  year.  Among 
those  who  have  been  class  leaders  are  Dan- 

iel Gould  and  Seth  Ensign,  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  Enos  Osborn,  L.  D.  Mix,  Havilla 
Osborn,  Hartwell  Shelley,  Crosby  Allen, 
Kellogg  Allen,  S.  Morse,  T.  M.  McLaury,  D. 
Applebee,  O.  Ensign,  G.  Morse,  S.  O.  Mead, 
D.  Carpenter,  P.  Lamphier,  W.  R.  Miner  and 
W.  H.  Ensign.  The  stewards  were  these: 
J.  M.  Alden,  M.  Featherly,  S.  P.  Ensign, 
Crosby  Allen,  A.  Denny,  S.  O.  Mead,  E.  Buel, 
O.  Elmore,  N.  Gould,  Marvin  Morse,  S.  Al- 

len, T.  M.  McLaury,  O.  Ensign,  W.  R.  Miner, 
G.  Morse,  S.  Edmunds,  C.  A.  Scott,  J.  Cook, 
E.  M.  Spink,  G.  E.  McLaury,  H.  M.  Bailey, 
Fred  Kruger  and  J.  G.  Gould.  The  first 
board  of  trustees  was  composed  of  J.  M.  Al- 

den, Kellogg  Allen,  William  Ensign,  Mark 
Rork,  Seth  Ensign  and  Joline  Winsor. 
During  the  winter  of  1901  and  1902  the 

interior  of  the  church  was  papered,  the  wood 
work  grained,  and  the  audience  room  fur- 

nished with  circular  veneer  seats.  Although 
it  has  been  used  continuously  since  its  erec- 

tion in  1834  for  church  purposes  it  still  pre- 
sents a  very  neat  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. The  membership  has  numbered  as  high 

as  one  hundred  fifty,  but  is  now  about  one 
hundred  thirty. 

Sheridan's  Centennial  Celebration — Compiled 
From  the  Fredonia  Censor  of 

August  31,  1904. 
Thursday,  August  25,  1904,  was  a  day  long 

to  be  remembered  in  Sheridan,  and  also  by 
the  citizens  of  surrounding  towns  who  joined 

on  that  day  in  the  celebration  of  (he  com- 
pletion of  one  hundred  years  since  Francis 

Webber  erected  the  first  white  man's  habi- 
tation within  the  territory  which  is  now  de- 

fined as  the  town  of  Sheridan,  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York. 

Carriages  were  provided  for  those  who  ar- 
rived by  the  Erie  train  about  9  A.  M.,  and 

there  was  soon  a  long  procession  driving 
down  to  what  used  to  be  called  Kensington, 
where  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  James 
Collins  had  been  erected  the  monument  to 
mark  the  site  of  the  first  settlement.  Across 

the  street  till  a  few  years  ago  was  a  bal- 
sam tree  under  which  Francis  Webber  had 

his  hunter's  lodge  the  year  before  he  brought 
Hazadiah  Stebbins  with  him  and  built  the 
house  on  the  lot  where  the  monument 
stands. 

The  crowd  before  the  monument  was  called 
to  order  by  Supervisor  George  E.  McLaury, 
who  delivered  the  following  address: 

ADDRESS  OF  GEO.  E.  McLAURY. 

At  the  F.'onument,  Before  It  Was  Unveiled. 
We  meet  today  to  glance  over  the  course 

along  which  the  past  century  has  come  to 
us.  The  fruitage  of  a  full  hundred  years 

has  been  gathered  into  God's  great  store- 
house. A  hundred  years  nearer  eternity, 

and  yet  how  brief  those  years  have  been. 
We  ask  ourselves  what  lessons  we  may  learn 
from  these  ever-rolling  centuries  of  the  past. 
We  ring  up  Father  Time  on  the  telephone 
of  the  ages,  and  as  we  listen,  this  is  what 
we  seem  to  hear  vibrating  along  the  wires 

o±  God's  plans  and  purposes. 
Know  thou,  oh  man,  thy  days  on  earth 

are  but  a  hand  breadth.  Thy  greatest 
achievements  cause  not  a  single  vibration  in 

the  machinery  set  in  motion  by  God's  cre- 
ative hand  when  time  began. 

Monuments  have  been  erected  to  mark 
thy  fieeting  years.  The  marble  crumbled 
into  dust,  and  the  children  begotten  by  thee 
are  as  oblivious  of  their  ancestry  as  the  si- 

lent Sphynx  enshrouded  in  Egypt's  shifting 
desert  sands  is,  as  to  who  carved  his  tem- 

pest beaten  lineaments  in  the  days  when 
the  world  was  young.  Thou  toilest  in  the 

chain  gang  of  Mammon's  most  devoted  fol- 
lowers and  spendest  long,  wakeful  night 

hours  and  brain  racked  days  in  frenzied 
thought  as  to  how  thou  mayest  coin  shining 
ingots  of  gold  and  shekels  of  silver  from 
dripping  brow  sweat  bequeathed  to  thee  by 

Adam's  transgression.  The  gold  tarnishes, 
the  silver  melts  away,  and  in  thy  old  age  thy 
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fingers  tremblingly  clutch  the  pitiful  dole 
of  charity  with  which  to  purchase  the  morsel 
of  bread  to  appease  the  terrible  gnawing  of 
faminshing  hunger. 
We  ring  off  and  turn  to  the  present  and 

ask,  what  have  these  years  just  past  done 
for  us?    And  this  is  what  we  see: 
We  mark  today  a  single  footprint  of  one 

man's  restless  energy.  Like  Jacob  at  Beth- 
el, he  tarried  but  for  a  night.  The  rose 

tinted  morning  light  found  the  traveler  with 
loins  girded  and  staff  in  hand  ready  to  fol- 

low the  lead  of  destiny  where,  he  knew 
not,  and  why,  he  could  not  conceive.  Be- 

yond the  horizon  he  passed  out  of  sight  and 
we  saw  him  no  more.  The  hum  of  coming 
civilization  drowned  the  moan  of  approach- 

ing dissolution,  and  his  burial  place  is  un- 
known to  us;  whether  on  the  sea  or  on  the 

land,  God  knows.  But  that  single  footprint 
has  proved  a  heritage  to  us.  Others  came 
and  seeing  it,  thanked  God  and  took  cour- 

age. As  a  result  of  their  labor  the  once  un- 
trodden wilderness  of  forest  has  given  place 

to  fields  of  grain  rivaling  in  luxuriance  those 

of  Egypt's  Nile-washed  shores,  and  a  vintage 
never  exceeded  since  the  spies  of  Israel 

plucked  the  clusters  which  grew  on  Eschol's 
vine-clad  hills. 
And  so  today  we  gladly  and  with  one 

accord  say,.  Peace  and  blessings  be  upon 
the  head  of  him  who  builded  better  than 
he  knew,  and  made  it  possible  for  this  day 
to  be  a  benison  lo  us. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  McLaury's  ad- 
dress, Harvey  Bailey  came  forward  as  chair- 

man of  the  citizens'  committee  and  formally 
presented  the  monument  and  the  ground  on 
which  it  stands,  which  site  was  donated  by 
the  Collins  family  for  that  purpose,  to  Mr. 
McLaury,  as  Supervisor  of  the  town,  to  be 
guarded  by  him  and  his  successors  in  of- 

fice. Mr.  Bailey  declared  that  this  spot 
would  be  held  sacred  by  all  true  citizens  of 
Sheridan,  in  marking  the  beginning  of  the 
settlement  of  their  beloved  town,  a  town  of 
which  all  are  and  ever  will  be  proud. 

Supervisor  McLaury  then  formally  accept- 
ed the  monument  in  behalf  of  the  town  and 

if  was  unveiled  by  two  young  ladies  who 
represented  very  early  and  honored  settlers. 

The  young  ladies  were: 
Miss  Clara  Stebbins,  daughter  of  Albert 

H.  Stebbins  of  Hanover,  and  great  grand- 
daughter of  Hazadiah  Stebbins,  who  came 

with  Webber  and  settled  on  the  farm  oppo- 
site the  monument,  where  his  grandson  Mar- 
cus still  resides,  and  Miss  Florence  Allen 

Williams,  who  is  great  great  grand-daught- 
er of  Rev.  John  Spencer,  the  first  preacher  in 

Sheridan,  whose  memory  has  ever  been  rev- 

FLOR  EN  CE  L.  ALLEN 
Rev.  John  Spencer's  Great-great  Grand-daughter and  the  only  living  representative  of  his  family  in Sheridan. 

ered  by  all  who  knew  of  the  great  work  he 
did  for  the  early  settlers. 

As  the  young  ladies  drew  the  flag  from 
the  face  of  the  monument  this  inscription 
was  revealed: 

SITE  OF  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  IN 
TOWN  OF  SHERIDAN 
BY  FRANCIS  WEBBER 

AUG.  1804. 
ERECTED  AUG.  25,  1904. 

The  monument  rests  on  a  large  base  and 
is  enclosed  by  an  iron  railing. 
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Rev.  J.  H.  Farrell  offered  prayer,  Sheridan 

Cornet  Band  gave  a  selection  and  then  a 
picture  was  taken  of  the  scene.  The  choir 
sang  America.  Among  those  present  was 
Mrs.  Welthea  Borthwick,  aged  85,  the  oldest 
native  resident  of  the  town. 

This  closed  the  ceremony  at  the  monument 
and  then  the  procession  started  back  to  J. 

G.  Patterson's  lawn  where  the  remainder  of 
the  program  was  to  follow.  In  this  proces- 

sion were  three  vehicles  which  created  a 
lively  interest. 

First  was  E.  B.  Tolles  and  wife  in  ancient 

costume  and  riding  in  a  two-wheeled  cart 
or  chaise  which  is  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  It  was  brought  by  Mr.  Whittaker  from 
Vermont  and  is  now  owned  by  A.  R.  Mc- 
Manus  of  Forestville. 

Next  was  H.  J.  Kendall  in  an  ancient  bug- 
gy with  a  body  like  a  boat,  and  wooden 

springs  under  the  two  seats.  That  bug- 
gy was  built  for  Hezekiah  Kendall  G5  years 

ago,  by  George  F.  Hurlbert's  grandfather  in 
Forestville.  A  water  cask  one  hundred  years 
old  was  in  the  buggy. 
Asa  Dye  and  wife,  also  in  old  costume, 

and  with  five  children  (all  but  four  theirs) 
rode  in  an  ox-cart,  with  a  little  hair  covered 
trunk  behind.  Even  a  yoke  of  oxen  is  a 
novelty  in  these  days.  All  these  exhibits 
attracted  close  attention  and  made  plenty 
of  sport.  Gradually  all  gathered  in  front 

of  J.  G.  Patterson's  house  and  the  exercises 
began  on  the  veranda,  with  an  audience  of 
at  least  a  thousand. 

After  music  by  the  band  the  choir  gave  a 
selection  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J. 
M.  Farrell.  Supervisor  McLaury  then  call- 

ed on  Julius  G.  Gould  who  gave  an  account 
of  the  great  events  of  the  century  since 
Francis  Webber  built  his  home  in  that  town. 
His  father,  Newell  Gould,  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Pomfret,  and  he  had 
lived  in  Sheridan  52  years,  and  it  would 
have  been  longer  if  he  had  been  born  soon- 

er. He  arrived  in  Sheridan  as  soon  as  he 
could. 
Among  his  other  services  he  has  sung  at 

a  thousand  funerals.  He  traced  the  pro- 
gress of  events  since  Webber  arrived  and 

had  to  get  his  letters  from  either  Buffalo  or 
Erie.  The  first  mail  route  was  established 
in  1S0G,  and  Sheridan  was  then  supplied 
once  in  two  weeks  by  a  carrier  who  carried 
all  the  letters  tied  up  in  a  bandana  hand- 

kerchief. Postage  was  then  from  eight  to 
twenty-five  cents,  according  to  distance  the 
letter  was  carried.  Mr.  Gould's  ancestor 
came  into  the  country  with  more  money 

than  most  of  the  pioneers.  He  brought  one 
thousand  dollars  and  bought  six  hundred 
acres  of  land;  built  a  house  twelve  by  six- 

teen feet,  and  raised  ten  children  in  it.  Mr. 
Gould  concluded  his  interesting  paper  wich 
an  appropriate  quotation  from  one  of  Whit- 
comb  Riley's  poems. 
A  quartette,  Will  Gould,  Norman  Taylor, 

Mrs.  Harley  Miner,  Miss  Lora  Fuller  sang  a 
selection,  Count  the  Blessings.  The  chair- 

man then  introduced  William  J.  Doty,  son  of 
an  early  pioneer,  who  read  the  following 
historical  sketch: 

SKETCH  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT 

OF  SHERIDAN. 

By  W.  J.  Doty. 

There  lived  in  1804  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, about  six  miles  southeast  of  Spring- 

field, in  a  little  settlement  called  Monson, 
the  families  of  Hazadiah  Stebbins,  Sr.,  and 
of  his  son-in-law,  Francis  Webber.  The 
Stebbins'  were  of  good  old  English  stock, 
their  ancestor,  Roland  Stebbins,  having  come 
from  Ipswich,  England,  to  the  colonies  in  the 
brig  Francis  during  the  year  1634.  The 

Stebbins'  enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  family  in  America  of  whom  a  history 
was  written. 

Francis  Webber  was  of  Dutch  descent  and 

possessed  to  a  large  degree,  the  nomadic  in- 
stinct that  has  caused  the  Caucasian  race 

to  wander  over  and  inhabit  much  of  the 

earth's  surface.  He  was  of  the  hardy  Leath- 
er Stocking  type  of  frontiersman,  always  to 

be  found  a  little  in  advance  of  the  true 
settler. 

In  the  summer  of  1803  he  went  upon  a 
hunting  and  exploring  expedition  into  what 
was  then  the  far  west,  and  while  journeying 

along  Paine's  road  through  the  wilderness 
he  came  to  a  knoll  by  the  side  of  a  stream 

that  met  his  ideal  of  a  hunter's  camp,  and 
there  under  the  sheltering  branches  of  a 
balsam  tree  he  built  a  rough  hut  in  which 
he  spent  several  weeks  while  hunting  in 
the  vicinity.  Several  Indians  attracted  by 

the  novelty  of  a  white  man's  camp  paid  him 
friendly  calls 

So  favorably  impressed  was  he  with  this 
locality  that  he  induced  his  own  family,  as 

well  as  that  of  his  wife's  people,  to  emigrate 
here  the  following  summer.  He  and  his  bro- 

ther-in-law, Hazadiah  Stebbins,  Jr..  a  young 
man  of  twenty  eight,  came  on  in  advance  to 
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build  a  log  cabin  and  make  ready  their  fu- 
ture home.  It  is  difficult  as  we  stand  amid 

our  beautiful  surroundings  and  enjoy  the 
many  comforts  of  life,  for  us  to  imagine  the 
hardships  and  disadvantages  that  beset  the 
first  settler. 

The  old  balsam  tree  which  stood  near  the 

spot  where  James  Collins'  barn  is  now  locat- 
ed was  a  conspicuous  landmark  for  many 

years,  until  finally  struck  by  lightning  and 
destroyed. 

He  sold  out  to  the  Stebbins  family  shortly 
after  coming  to  Sheridan  and  took  up  new 
locations  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  He 
also  made  a  trip  to  New  Orleans  during  his 
residence  here.  His  migratory  instinct 
again  taking  possession  of  him,  he  raised  a 
sum  of  money  and  started  alone  for  the  dis- 

tant west  to  found  a  new  home  for  his  fam- 
ily, and  was  never  heard  of  again.  His  end 

was  thought  to  have  been  a  tragic  one,  eith- 
er at  the  hands  of  Indians  or  from  some  of 

his  fellow  adventurers.  The  wife  left  at 
home  lived  to  see  her  family  of  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  grow  up  to  be  valued 
members  of  society,  but  they,  too,  finally 
pushed  on  to  the  western  country  until  none 
of  his  name  were  left  in  town. 
To  Hazadiah  Stebbins  we  should  also 

award  a  share  of  the  honor  of  making  the 
first  settlement,  for,  coming  at  the  same  time 
as  did  Francis  Webber,  he  was  nearer  the 
type  of  settler  we  love  to  honor,  the  kind 
that  remained  upon  the  soil  and  by  untiring 
efforts  and  industry  helped  to  carve  from 
the  wilderness  the  homes  and  farms  that 

help  to  make  up  our  fair  town — a  town 
whose  past  record  gives  us  no  cause  for  apol- 

ogies or  regrets;  and  as  we  face  the  new 
century,  full  as  it  is  of  promise  of  new  com- 

forts and  advancement,  we  do  well  to  meet 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  the  pioneers 
whose  hardships  nd  struggles  have  made 
easy  the  pathway  of  those  who  follow  them. 

After  Mr.  Doty's  address  came  a  selec- 
tion by  the  Sheridan  male  quartet — Will 

Gould,  G.  B.  McLaury,  O.  W.  Graves,  George 
Wilder.  Mr.  Wilder  sang  in  a  quartet  at 
the  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  Erie 
railroad  in  1851. 

HON.  OBED  EDSON 

was  next  introduced  and  gave  an  interesting 
talk  on  the  history  of  that  region  before  it 
was  settled  by  white  men.  Mr.  Edson  has 
dug  out  records  showing  that  from  time  im- 

memorial there  was  an  old  Indian  trail  from 
Buffalo  westward,  following  about  the  route 

of  the  Main  road  through  Sheridan,  and  the 
first  road1  laid  out  by  General  Paine,  the 
founder  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  was  along  this 
trail.  So  Sheridan  was  on  a  great  national 
highway  back  in  the  dim  and  distant  past, 
when  the  great  Six  Nations  of  Indians  con- 

quered this  territory. 
Mr.  Edson  read  extracts  from  the  diary 

of  one  Chamberlain,  who  passed  over  the 
old  trail  in  1792  and  mentioned  stopping 
with  a  man  named  Joseph  Skinner  at  the 
mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek.  Mr.  Edson 
thinks  Skinner  was  really  the  first  settler 
of  the  county,  but  he  did  not  stay  as  long 
as  did  Amos  Sottle  at  the  same  place,  and 
neither  established  permanent  homes  as  did 
James  McMahon  at  Westfield  in  1802. 

Mr.  Edson  assisted  in  surveying  the  route 
of  the  Erie  railroad  through  Sheridan  about 
1850. 

The  band  played  a  selection  and  Chairman 
McLaury  said  he  took  special  pleasure  in  in- 
troducing  the  next  speaker  because  he  had 
done  so  much  for  all  of  them  and  had  con- 

ferred great  honor  upon  the  county.  At 
Albany  he  was  known  as  Speaker  Nixon,  at 
Mayville  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  he 
was  addressed  as  Mr.  Chairman,  but  here 

among  his  friends  he  is  considered  "Our 
Fred,"  and  is  affectionately  greeted  by  his 
first  name. 

HON.  S.  FREDERICK  NIXON 

was  greeted  with  hearty  applause  and  was 
listened  to  closely  during  the  longest  speech 
of  the  occasion.  His  resonant  voice  is  well 

adapted  to  outdoor  speaking  and  all  the  thou- 
sand or  more  people  before  him  heard  with 

ease  and  pleasure. 
Mr.  Nixon  began  with  a  warm  tribute  to 

the  pioneers,  and  congratulated  those  pres- 
ent that  a  kind  Providence  has  spared  them 

to  be  present  on  this  occasion.  The  cen- 
tury preceding  this  celebration  has  been 

fraught  with  more  wonderful  progress,  not 
only  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  but  in  self 
government  and  the  protection  of  human 
rights,  than  any  preceding  century  in  the 
world's  history. 

In  conclusion  the  Speaker  congratulated 
the  people  of  Sheridan  on  the  grand  success 
of  this,  their  first  town  picnic.  These  town 
gatherings  are  becoming  more  and  more  pop- 

ular, especially  since  the  county  centennial 
celebration  at  Westfield  in  1902,  which  will 
ever  be  a  proud  recollection  for  all  who  were 
present.  He  hoped  the  book  giving  the  ac- 

count of  the  proceedings  of  that  occasion 
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will  be  printed  before  another  century  ellips- 
es. In  fact,  one  volume  is  printed  and  the 

other  will  be  out  this  year.  He  praised  the 
work  of  Hon.  Obed  Edson  in  this  county 
history,  and  also  in  many  other  writings  he 
has  given  the  public  from  time  to  time.  The 
obligation  of  the  county  to  Mr.  Edson  for 
preserving  our  early  history,  also  to  the 
County  Historical  Society,  is  very  great. 

All  these  holidays  Mr.  Nixon  regarded  as 
valuable  in  cementing  closer  the  relations 
of  all  the  people  of  the  towns  and  of  our 
glorious  county.  We  pass  away  so  soon 
that  we  should  devote  as  much  time  as  pos- 

sible to  serving  each  other  and  doing  our 
part  toward  the  happiness  of  all. 

Mr.  Nixon  concluded  with  an  eloquent 
tribute  to  the  natural  beauty  of  the  Town  of 
Sheridan  and  the  grand  conditions  which 
bless  the  inhabitants  of  Chautauqua  County. 
He  left  with  them  the  time-honored  toast: 

May  you  all  live  a  hundred  years 
May  my  life  be  a  hundred  less  one  day. 
For  life  would  cease  to  be  a  joy 
When  you  are  no  longer  here. 

After  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Nixon's  speech 
adjournment  was  taken  for  dinner.  It  was 
a  charming  sight  as  the  various  families  and 
neighborhoods  gathered  in  groups  under  the 
great  trees  and  enjoyed  delicious  food  which 
the  good  housewives  had  prepared  with  so 
much  care.  Nobody  ever  starved  in  Sheri- 

dan for  want  of  first-class  cookery.  It  is 
a  land  of  plenty  and  glorious  women  who  in 
their  intellectual  progress  have  not  neglect- 

ed any  of  the  domestic  arts.  As  one  lady  re- 
marked, their  ancestors  did  not  take  away 

any  of  their  choice  recipes. 
One  table  was  set  for  the  speakers  and  in- 

vited guests  from  out  of  town,  and  those  who 
sat  at  that  table  will  not  forget  that  de- 

licious dinner,  for  which  they  were  so  well 
prepared  by  the  previous  hours  in  the  open 
air. 
Another  table  was  set  for  the  venerable 

pioneers  who  were  aged  seventy  or  over, 
and  had  lived  in  the  town  tifty  years.  It 
was  an  impressive  sight  to  see  gathered  to- 

gether these  venerable  and  respected  resi- 
dents: 
C.  E.  Griswold,  Mrs.  Fanny  Alden, 
R.  A.  Shelley,  Sanford  Morse, 
Mrs.  Martha  Doty,      Elijah  Deland, 
Miss  Eliza  Drake,        Moulton  Trask, 
Miss  Eliza  Durfee,      Mrs.  Jane  L.  Head, 
Levi  Doolittle.  George  W.  Backer, 
Mrs.  Electa  Morse,      Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eacker, 

Mrs.  Welthea  Borthwick. 

Other  venerable  guests  were:  Fernando 
C.  Haskin  of  Fredonia,  aged  eighty-seven, 
who  lived  in  Sheridan  seventy-nine  years; 
F.  H.  Perkins,  seventy-eight;  A.  Morian, 
eighty-eight;  E.  I.  Wilcox,  eighty;  B.  F. 
Baldwin,  seventy-four;  Mrs.  Baldwin,  seven- 

ty-three; J.  J.  Dairy mple,  seventy;  E.  Head; 
seventy-three ;  A.  Williams,  sixty-live;  Mrs. 
Williams,  sixty-two. 

After  dinner  speaking  was  resumed  by 
calling  on  Hon.  A.  B.  Sheldon  of  Sherman. 

Mr.  Sheldon  said  he  felt  privileged  to 
speak,  for  some  of  the  happiest  days  of  his 
life  were  those  when  he  was  a  young  man 
and  taught  school  in  Sheridan.  He  was  re 
lated  to  Haven  Brigham  who  built  the  first 
sawmill  and  distillery  in  Sheridan.  Mr. 
Brigham  was  converted  during  a  religious 
revival  and  immediately  closed  his  distillery 
and  never  made  another  drop  of  whiskey. 
Mr.  Sheldon  felt  proud  of  his  Sheridan  rel- 

atives and  Sheridan  friends  and  had  enjoyed 
the  occasion.  He  closed  with  afew  lines 
of  patriotic  poetry. 

By  this  time  rain  began  to  fall,  lightning 
flashed  and  thunder  pealed,  and  all  gathered 
in  the  house  and  on  the  veranda  who  had 
not  gone  home  before  the  storm.  Finally 
quiet  was  restored  in  the  Heavens  and  Dr. 
J.  T.  Williams  was  introduced.  He  is  al- 

ways interesting  and  told  many  anecdotes 
of  the  early  days.  As  a  boy  he  used  to 
come  out  to  his  father's  farm  in  Sheridan 
and  salt  the  sheep  and  cattle,  and  he  sym- 

pathized with  Sheridan  during  her  long 
sixteen  years  of  hopes  and  fears  concern- 

ing the  Erie  railroad. 
Couples  that  were  engaged  to  be  married 

with  a  view  of  taking  a  wedding  trip  on  that 
railroad  had  a  long  wait  and  some  of  them 
gave  it  up  entirely. 

Dr.  Williams  said  the  town  of  Dunkirk 
feels  related  to  Sheridan,  for  both  towns 
were  formerly  part  of  the  town  of  Pomfret. 
Having  the  same  mother,  they  are  related. 
Manley  J.  Tooke  gave  a  history  of  manu- 

facturers in  Sheridan  and  all  were  surprised 
at  the  list.  George  W.  Holt  made  fine  organs 
on  the  Forestville  road,  and  lie  is  si  ill  living 
in  Meadville,  aged  eighty-two.  One.  Chap- 

man, made  manila  rope.  Joel  Spencer  bad 
a  turning  lathe;  Dinsmore  made  fanning 
mills;  Stetson  made  gravestones,  and  there 
were  other  factories  that  have  disappeared. 
He  spoke  highly  of  Nathaniel  Gray,  Liscum 
Mixer,  Otis  Ensign,  Timothy  Goulding  and 
others  whom  he  remembered. 

Professor  Weeks  of  Missouri  University 
said  he  was  glad  to  summer  in  Sheridan  for 



G.  EVERELL  McLAURT 

it  was  the  home  of  his  ancestors.  From 
his  present  place  on  the  Christy  farm  he 
saw  a  more  beautiful  region  than  the  famed 
valleys  of  France,  and  more  beautiful  sun- 

sets in  Lake  Erie  than  those  which  have 
made  Italy  and  the  Mediterranean  sea 
famous. 

Louis  McKinstry  being  called  upon,  relat- 
ed what  he  heard  Hon.  Alvah  H.  Walker  of 

St.  John's,  Michigan,  say  at  the  Old  Settlers' 
Reunion  in  Fredonia  in  1873.  Mr.  Walker 
was  reared  in  Sheridan  and  said  he  had 
lived  in  the  Counties  of  Genesee,  Niagara 
and  Chautauqua,  and  in  the  towns  of  Chau- 

tauqua, Pomfret  and  Sheridan,  and  all  the 
time  in  the  same  house,  which  stood  near 
the  Roberts  Corners.  Mr.  Walker  also  re- 

lated that  when  his  father  settled  in  Sheri- 
dan they  had  a  call  from  a  couple  of  young 

ladies  named  Lee  who  expressed  a  neigh- 
borly interest  and  offered  any  assistance  they 

could  render.  They  had  come  eight  miles 
through  the  woods  from  near  Silver  Creek. 

"Heard  we  had  some  new  neighbors,  and 
thought  we  ought  to  call,"  they  said.  Mr. 
McKinstry  questioned  if  with  all  our  boasted 
progress  there  had  not  been  some  loss  of 
neighborly  interest  and  kindness  since  the 
olden  days.  He  congratulated  them  on  the 
grand  success  of  their  centennial  celebra- 
tion. 

Alexander  Williams  of  Dunkirk  was  called 
on  and  told  of  his  father  keeping  the  tavern 
at  Kensington  from  1843  to  1853,  when  it  was 
closed.  Mr.  Williams  gave  interesting  rem- 
iniscences. 
The  band  then  played  America  and  the 

meeting  was  closed,  everybody  congratulat- 
ing everybody  on  the  grand  good  time  they 

had  enjoyed.  The  Sheridan  Centennial  was 
voted  a  magnificent  success,  a  lasting  honor 
to  the  men  and  women  who  planned  it,  and 
to  the  enterprising,  intelligent,  patriotic  pop- 

ulation that  made  it  possible. 

G.  EVERELL  McLAURY. 

G.  Everell  McLaury  was  born  in  Eden,  Erie 
County,  New  York,  August  27,  1838.  His  great 
grandfather,  Richard  McClaughrey,  emigrat- 

ed from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  settled  in 
Washington  County,  New  York,  about  1780, 
afterward  in  Delaware  County  and  from 
there  his  grandfather  came  to  Erie  County 
in  1836.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  pa- 

ternal ancestors  having  emigrated  from 
Scotland  to  the  north  of  Ireland  at  the  time 
of  the  persecution.  His  maternal  ancestors 
were  down  east  Yankees  from  Connecticut. 
His  great  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolutoin  and  his  grandfather 
Stephen  Nickerson,  in  the  War  of  1812.  His 
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parents  were  married  November  1G,  1837,  in 
a  single  room  loghouse  in  (he  town  of  Meri- 
deth,  Delaware  County,  New  York.  A 
sheet  pinned  across  a  corner  of  the  room 
made  a  screen  for  a  place  in  which  to  dress, 
and  after  the  wedding  they  mounted  a.  two- 
horse  wagon  load  of  household  goods  and 
drove  300  miles  to  their  new  home  in  Erie 
County  as  their  wedding  trip. 
He  came  with  his  father  to  Sheridan  in 

1S58,  where  he  has  since  resided  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Lamoille, 
Illinois.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Eden  Center  and  For- 
cstville  and  the  Old  Fredonia  Academy  and 
the  Evandale  Academy  at  Angola.  He  has 
always  worked  on  a  farm  except  a  few 
winters  spent,  in  teaching  district  school. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  the  lamented 
Lincoln  in  1800  and  for  every  Republican 
candidate  for  president  since  that  time.  He 
has  been  Assessor  in  Sheridan  twelve  years, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  five  years  and  Supervis- 

or eight  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  first  in  Silver 
Creek  and  afterwards  in  Sheridan,  since 
1807,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

He  was  married  to  Caroline  Eliza  Jack- 
son, August  27,  1800,  at  Evans  Center,  New 

York.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mrs.  A. 
Louis  Cook,  of  Dunkirk,  New  York. 

CAPT.  JOSEPH  C.  DOTY. 

Capt.  Joseph  Crandall  Doty  was  born 
in  Sidney,  Delaware  County,  New  York,  Feb- 

ruary 7,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  William  Do- 
ty and  Lucinda  Chapman,  early  pioneers  who 

removed  to  Sheridan  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  taking  up  a  tract  of  land  in  what  was 
then  the  virgin  forest,  one  and  one-half  miles 
east  of  Sheridan  Center.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  in  a  family  of  eleven  children 
and  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Edward  Doty 
who  came  to  America  in  the  first  voyage  of 
the  Mayflower.  He  was  first  married  to 
Cynthia  Cook,  daughter  of  Barnabus  Cook 
and  Lydia  Brigham,  on  July  18,  1845,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children,  only  one  of 
whom,  Antoinette  who  married  J.  Wesley 
Morse,  reached  maturity.  His  first  wife 
died  at  Andover,  Ohio,  in  1852. 
On  March  13,  1850  he  was  married  to 

Martha  Chapman,  daughter  of  William  Chap- 
man and   Lydia   Mark,  six   children  being 

born  to  them,  five  reaching  maturity:  Asa 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Adella  Usher,  Mrs.  Persis 
Borthwick,  Will  Joseph  and  Fay  Hamlet.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  home  against  the 
wishes  of  his  parents,  who  feared  for  the 
clangers  of  the  life,  and  started  alone 
through  the  woods  for  Buffalo  to  follow  the 
Lakes,  all  of  his  personal  belonging  being 
tied  in  a  handkerchief.  He  followed  the 
Lakes,  with  short,  intermissions,  from  1830 
to  18G1,  serving  in  all  capacities  and  was 
master  for  ten  years.  During  the  years 
18G2-GG  he  was  actively  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  oil  and  cooperage  supplies  in  the 
newly  discovered  oil  fields  and  in  New  York 
City. 

He  first  removed  from  Sheridan  to  Em- 
mett,  Calhoun  County,  Michigan,  in  1847; 
thence  to  Johnston,  Barry  County,  in  1848, 
and  to  Rutland,  same  county,  in  1850,  clear- 

CAPT.  JOSEPH  C.  DOTY 

ing  up  farms  in  all  locations.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Sheridan  and  in  the  following  year 

went  to  Conneaut,  Ohio,  and  then  to  An- 
dover, Ohio,  returning  for  a  final  residence 

to  Sheridan  in  1852.  He  was  a  staunch  Re- 
publican from  the  organization  of  the  party, 

and  was  always  an  active  member  in  the 

party's  councils.  He  served  as  Supervisor 
in  the  years  18GS-71-72,  and  later  was  Asses- 

sor for  a  continuous  period  of  ten  years.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  Banner  Council. 
Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  on  June 

27,  1901,  he  was  Hie  oldosl   living-  member 



996 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

of  Irondequoit  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Dunkirk,  New  York.  A  man  of 
the  strictest  integrity,  of  sound  business 
judgment  and  of  great  public  spirit  he  en- 

joyed the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  whole 
community  where  he  had  so  long  resided. 

GEORGE  W.  EACKER. 

George  W.  Backer,  one  of  the  substantial 
agriculturalists  of  Silver  Creek,  was  horn 
in  Litchfield,  Herkimer  County,  and  came 
to  Sheridan  Center  with  his  parents  in  1834. 
His  father  was  John  I.  Backer.  The  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch  was  educated  U:  the  pub- 
lic or  district  schools  and  at  the  Old  Fre- 

donia  Academy,  where  his  education  was 

completed  after  about  two  years"  a  I  tend- 
ance. He  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bus- 

iness at  Sheridan  Center  with  his  father, 

in  1850,  and  continued  until  18"-8,  when  he 
adopted  farming  as  his  pursuit.  He  held 
the  office  of  Town  Clerk  several  terms;  was 
Assessor  six  years  and  served  on  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  from  Sheridan  for  five  terms. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  iraternity, 

having  joined  Forest  Lodge  No.  160  in  Fre- 
donia  in  1854.  He  married  Saran  E.  Huyck 
in  Sheridan,  September  29,  1852.  They 
have  had  five  children,  of  whom  Jennie  L. 
and  Kate  E.  Backer  are  dead,  an  '  Lyman 
B.,  Nellie  S.  f-nd  Grace  B.  Backer  are  living. 

JOHN  I.  EACKER. 

John  I.  Backer  (deceased)  v.is  born  at 
Schenectady,  July  24,  1800,  and  removed  to 
Sheridan,  as  noted  above,  in  1834.  He  had 

few  advantages  of.  education,  but  was  am- 
bitious and  eager  to  learn,  and  after  he  had 

ceased  attending  the  common  schools  he 
continued  to  improve  every  opportunity  for 
study  at  homo*  and  in  ins  business.  He  be- 

gan mercantile  business  in  1821  at  J^itch- 
fleld,  Herkimer  County,  which  he  followed 
while  he  remained  in  Sheridan  In  1839, 
when  a  postoffice  was  established  at  Sheri- 

dan Center,  he  was  made  Postmaster.  He 
held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  of  Sheridan, 
and  was  twice  elected  Supervisor  of  the  town. 
He  removed  to  Woodland,  Carroll  County. 
Illinois,  in  1858,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  that  county  for 
seventeen  years.  While  Mr.  Backer  was  a 
Democrat,  he  defended  the  course  of  Presi- 

dent Abraham  Lincoln  during  the  Rebellion, 
and  his  influence  was  considerable  in  the 
community.      He  married  Salome  Nichols 

of  Hoosick  Falls  in  1821.  They  had  five 

sons,  John,  Gilbert,  George,  Byron  and  i^e- 
Fevre.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  his  re- 

ligious belief. 

RICHARD  HUYCK. 

Richard  Huyck  was  born  at  Johnslown, 
New  York,  in  1789.  He  came  to  Sheridan 
in  1831,  and  settled  on  lands  deeded  to  him 
by  the  Holland  Land  Company  on  which 
he  lived  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  18G9. 
He  obtained  his  education  in  the  common 

schools  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  lum- 
bering, rafting  lumber  down  the  Susque- 

hanna river.  He  married  Nancy  Chapman 
in  1814  at  Sidney  Plains,  New  York  They 
raised  a  family  of  nine  children.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  He  left 
quite  a  large  competence  at  his  death. 

BUELL  TOLLES. 

Buell  Tolles,  born  at  Skaneatles,  New 
York,  November  27,  1810,  was  the  son  of 
Chester  and  Electa  Downes  Tolles  who  came 

from  Connecticut  in  an  early  day  and  set- 
tled in  Skaneatles  near  the  lake  of  that 

name  in  Onondaga  County,  New  York. 
Chester  Tolles  was  a  blacksmith  a:od  while 

his  companions  were  clearing  away  the  tor- 
est  and  subduing  the  soil,  he  was  making 
and  repairing  their  crude  tools  and  utensils 
both  of  household  and  outdoor  use.  He 
spent  a  number  of  years  in  that  vicinity 

where  he  met  an  untimely  dea*h.  While 
on  the  lake  in  a  small  boat,  a  sudden  storm 
arose,  the  frail  craft  was  capsized  and  he 
was  drowned.  He  left  a  wife  and  six  chil- 

dren to  mourn  his  loss,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  the  third  son,  being 

at  that  time  about  eleven  years  of  age 
The  widow  being  left  with  a  large  family 
and  with  limited  means,  this  son  Buell,  was 

apprenticed  to  a  cabinet  maker  until  twen- 
ty-one. Compensation  to  be  his  board, 

clothing  and  schooling.  By  working  over- 
time at  piece  work,  he  gained  a  year 

and  became  a  journey-man  cabinet 
maker  at  the  age  of  twenty.  He 
afterwards  continued  with  his  former  em- 

ployer at  Skaneatles  for  some  time  and  then 
went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  also 
worked  at  his  trade.  Subsequently  his 
mother  was  married  to-  Capt.  Nathan 
Thompson,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The 
family  came  to  Sheridan  in  18:18,  and  Mr. 
Thompson  purchased  of  the  Holland  Land 
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Company  the  farm  on  which  he  died  in 
1839.  Mrs.  Thompson  died  the  same  year. 
In  compliance  with  the  wishes  ot  Mr. 
Thompson,  whose  health  was  failing,  Mr. 
Tolles  came  from  Detroit  to  Sheridan  a  few 

years  before  his  step-father's  death.  In 
1839  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Curtis,  daugh- 

ter of  Capt.  Zerubbabel  and  Esther  Curtis, 
who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  but  emigrat- 

ed to  Malone,  Franklin  County,  New  York, 
where  Mr.  Curtis  died  in  1839.  Mrs.  Curtis 
died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Sheridan  in  1873.  Mrs.  Tolles  was 
the  seventh  daughter  in  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  She  received  her  educa- 

tion at  Malone  Academy  and  spent  a  few 
years  teaching.     She    taught    tne  village 
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school  at  Silver  Creek  and  also  a  select 
school  at  Forestville.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  on  the  Thompson  homestead 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  there. 
When  after  a  few  years  spent  at  this  place, 
and  machine  made  work  had  taken  the 
place  of  the  hand  made,  he  turned  his  at- 

tention to  farming,  which  he  followed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  member 

of  the  Forestville  Lodge  No.  227,  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically  he 

was  a  Democrat.  He  held  various  positions 
of  trust  in  the  town,  and  was  its  Supervisor 

during  the  years  1863-C 4-65-66-67  and  1871-72. 
Four  children  were  born  to  them,  Almira  D., 
who  died  in  1863.  Euphemia  A..  Eliza  S., 
who  married  Alfred  Hall,  and  Edgar  B., 
who  married  Mary  E.  Bentley,  all  of  whom 
are  living  in  Sheridan  Edgar  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  wnich  Captain  Thompson 
purchased  in  1828,  and  which  has  never  been 
transferred  either  by  deed  or  mortgage  since 
that  time,  and  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
original  deed  given  by  the  Holland  Land 
Company.  Buell  Tolles  died  June  9,  1877, 
and  his  wife  April  24,  1889. 

EDGAR  JOHN  GRISWOLD. 

The  Griswolds  were  of  old  English-  gentry, 
but  the  length  of  time  they  are  known  to  have 
been  in  this  country  runs  into  the  hundreds 
of  years.  Edgar  John  Griswold  was  born 
in  Sheridan,  February  18,  1857.  Jonathan 
Griswold,  his  great  grandfather,  was  born 
at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  about  1748.  He  married 
Sarah  Osborn  of  New  Haven,  and  in  1811 
settled  in  Sheridan,  with  a  large  family. 
Two  of  his  sons,  Gerard  and  William,  were 
among  the  very  early  settlers  in  the  town. 
John  E.,  the  youngest  son,  grandfather  ot 
Edgar  John,  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
when  the  family  arrived.  He  was  a  worthy 
citizen  and  served  for  years  as  Postmaster 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  married  Lucy 
Ann  Meacham,  and  they  had  six  children. 
One  of  them,  Canning  E.,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  1827. 
He  married  Mary  Ann  Rork,  who  died  in 
18C8.  Mathew  Griswold  was  a  descendant 
of  Sir  Humphrey  Griswold,  whose  seat  was 
at  Malvern  Hill.  He  was  a  magistrate  in 
the  Connecticut  colony,  and  his  descendants 
in  the  direct  line  were  Magistrates,  Judges, 
and  one  a  Governor,  for  a  period  ot  over 
one  hundred  eighty  years. 
Edgar  J.  Griswold  was  educated  in  the 

common  schools  and  Forestville  Academy. 
In  1880  he  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  con- 

ducted a  ranch  and  cheese  factory  for  three 
years.  Then  he  went  to  California,  and  en- 

gaged in  fruit  raising  for  two  years,  return- 
ing to  Sheridan  in  1885.  He  has  resided  in 

Mayville  since  1897.  His  prominence  and 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  are  attested 

by  his  selection  for  various  office^  in  the 
service  of  the  people,  in  each  of  wtiich  he 
has  made  an  enviable  history.  He  was  elect- 

ed Supervisor  of  Sheridan  and  served  seven 
years,  until  he  was  nominated  for  Sheriff  in 
1S96.    He  was  elected  Sheriff,  and  after  the 
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expiration  of  his  term  was  appointed  as  a 
special  agent  of  the  State  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Mayville  for 
three  years.  He  is  Vice  President  of  the 
Mayville  Telephone  Company.  He  if!  a 
member  of  the  Foresters,  the  Sheridan 
Grange,  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the 
Jamestown  Lodge  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Griswold  married  Mary  J.  Patterson 
of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  a  grand- 

daughter of  Robert  Ensign,  March  2G,  1884. 
Their  children  are  Edna  D.,  born  June  9, 
1887,  and  Rachel  A.,  born  July  2,  1892. 

DANIEL  GOULD. 

Daniel  Gould  was  the  son  of  Daniel  G.  and 
Mary  Gould,  and  was  born  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  July  22,  1770.  He 
was  the  eldest  son  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 

dren. In  his  childhood  his  parents  moved 
to  Chesterfield,  Cheshire  County,  New 
Hampshire,  where,  on  January  1,  1791,  he 
was  married  to  Anna  Robinson. 

In  1797  he  removed  to  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  and  from  there,  in  180G.  to  the 

Town  of  Pomfret,  and  bought  a  farm"  on  Lot 
Number  one,  which  is  now  owned  by  George 
R.  Moore. 

In  1835  he  sold  this  farm  and  moved  to 
Forestville,  where  he  died  February  11,  1851, 
aged  eighty  years.  His  wife  died  in  1845, 
aged  seventy-two  years.  To  them  were 
born  fourteen  children,  nine  sons  and  five 
daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived  to 
middle  life,  or  beyond.  All  are  now  dead 
but  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Lois  Lewis,  who,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  is  now 
living  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

All  the  sons  were  Republican  in  politics, 
and  all  farmers.  All  the  daughters  were 
farmers'  wives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gould  were  among  the  first 
Methodists  in  Chautauqua  County,  having 
joined  the  first  class  formed  in  the  county, 
which  was  organized  at  the  home  of  Steph- 

en Bush  in  Sheridan  in  1808.  Mr.  Gould 
was  the  first  class  leader  and  although 
there  was  no  preaching  service  for  a  num- 

ber of  years,  the  class  was  kept  alive  and 
some  were  added  to  its  numbers.  They  were 
devoted  Christians  and  lived  consistent 
lives,  so  much  so  that  all  their  children, 
imitating  their  Godly  example,  were  firm 
believers  in  the  doctrines  of,  and  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

NEWELL  GOULD. 

Newell  Gould  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Anna  Robinson  Gould,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Pomfret,  March  1G,  1807.  He  was 
distinguished  as  the  first  white  child  born 
in  that  town. 

He  spent  his  early  years  in  Pomfret  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
the  Old  Fredonia  Academy,  then  under  its 
first  principal,  Hon.  Austin  Smith,  for  a  long 
time  a  resident  of  Westfield,  who  died  re- 

cently at  the  advanced  age  of  100  years.  The 
family  is  in  possession  of  a  receipt  for  tui- 

tion for  the  first  year's  attendance  at  the 
Academy,  signed  by-  Austin  Smith,  princi- 

pal. 

He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but 
taught  district  schools  in  the  winter  season 
for  twenty  years  or  more. 

In  1835  he  purchased  the  farm  on  Lot 
No.  35  in  Sheridan  on  which  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

In  March,  183G,  he  was  married  to  Lydia 
Barker,  daughter  of  William  Barker,  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Sheridan.  She 
died  in  April,  1837,  leaving  one  son,  Milton 
B.,  who  lived  to  manhood,  married  Almeda 
Corbin,  and  died  November  2,  18G2. 

In  October,  1839,  Mr.  Gould  was  married 
to  Mary  White,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
White  of  Pomfret.  To  them  were  born 
three  sons,  Frank  G.,  Edwin  W.,  and  Julius 
G.  Only  the  latter  is  living,  Frank  having 
died  in  1900  and  Edwin,  who  enlisted  in  the 
army  of  the  Civil  War,  and  died  in  Arlington 
hospital  June  19,  18G4. 
He  was  Republican  in  politics  and  was 

Supervisor  of  Sheridan  in  1857. 
He  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  at  Sheridan  in  1855,  during 
a  revival  conducted  by  the  late  Rev| 
John  Peate  and  remained  true  to  the 
religion  of  his  honored  parents  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  February  2,  1883. 
His  wife  died  April  9,  1899. 

JULIUS  G.  GOULD. 

Julius  G.  Gould  was  born  in  Sheridan, 
March  21,  1852  and  was  the  youngest  son 
of  Newell  and  Mary  (White)  Gould. 

He  obtained  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the  Fre- 

donia State  Normal  School,  supplemented  by 

a  course  at  Eas'man's  Commercial  College 
at  Pougbkeepsie,  New  York. 

His  brother,  Frank,  having  left  home  to 
engage  in  business  connected  with  the  Erie 
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Railway,  he  was  left  of  necessity  to  assist 
his  father  in  the  care  of  the  farm  and,  after 

his  father's  death,  to  care  for  an  invalid 
mother,  so  that  more  than  half  a  century 

of  his  life  was  spent  on  the  Gould  home- 
stead, where  he  was  born  and  from  which 

he  recently  removed  to  his  present  home 
in  Sheridan  village. 

Mr.  Gould  was  married  May  23,  1877,  at 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  to  Mattie  B.  Bear, 
daughter  of  Rev.  R.  M.  Bear,  who  for  more 
than  40  years  was  an  honored  member  of 
the  Brie  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference. 

To  them  were  born  four  children,  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Mary,  the  eldest, 
is  the  wife  of  H.  G.  Miner;  William  C.  and 

Benjamin  B.  have  been  engaged  in  teach- 
ing and,  at  present,  are  students  in  the  Uni- 

versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  M.  Eliza- 
beth, the  youngest,  is  still  at  home.  All 

are  graduates  of  Forestville  High  School. 
Mr.  Gould  has  always  been  an  ardent  Re- 

publican in  politics  and  has  held  a  number 
of  town  offices,  among  which  is  that  of 
Highway  Commissioner  for  five  years. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  also  one  of  the  most 

active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church,  as  are  all  his 

family. 

County,  Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  Sheri- 
dan in  1865,  where  he  now  resides  upon  one 

of  the  most  productive  of  farms,  on  which 
is  erected  a  substantial  residence,  good 

barns  and  first-class  outbuildings.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  all  agricultural  pursuits 

and  is  a  very  successful  farmer.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson was  the  Assistant  Superintendent  of 

Horticulture  for  the  state  at  the  Pan-Ameri- 
can Exposition,  Buffalo,  in  1901,  and  at  the 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  at  St  Louis, 
in  1904,  holding  both  of  these  positions  with 
credit  to  himself  and  those  whom  he  repre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  made  a  Mason  in  1870; 
admitted  to  Dunkirk  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  No.  40,  in  1872,  and  became  an 
Odd  Fellow  in  April,  1903. 

On  March  23,  1873,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Flora  E.  Barnes  of  Sheridan.  They 

have  one  daughter,  Miss  Edith  C.  Pat- 
terson. 

Mr.  Patterson  is  a  genial  gentleman,  and 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  substantial 
residents  of  the  Town  of  Sheridan. 

SHELDON  BUTLER. 

Sheldon  Butler,  a  highly  respected  citizen 

of  the  Town  of  Sheridan,  was  born  at  Litch- 
field, Herkimer  County,  New  York,  Decem- 

ber 29,  1827,  and  died  June  1G,  1903.  He 
came  to  Chautauqua  County  with  his  father, 
Reuben  Butler,  and  his  family  in  1839.  Mr. 
Butler  attended  the  district  school  in  Litch- 

field and  later  was  a  student  in  the  common 
schools  of  Sheridan. 

On  March  14,  1855,  he  was  married  in 
Sheridan  to  Miss  Lucinda  L.  Rork  and  in 
185G  settled  on  the  farm,  in  that  town,  now 
owned  by  Herbert  Miner.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Butler  were  born  three  children,  Wallace, 
Reuben  and  Mary.  Wallace  and  Mary  died 
in  childhood  and  Reuben  died  in  1882,  aged 

twenty-one  years.  Mrs.  Butler  passed  away 
after  twenty-five  years  of  happy  married  life. 

On  February  9,  1882,  at  Fredonia,  Mr.  But- 
ler was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucinda 

L.  Knox.  One  daughter,  Bessie  L.  Butler, 
has  come  to  brighten  their  home. 

Mr.  Butler  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and 
was  not  an  officer  seeker,  but  was  at  one 
time  clerk  of  the  town  of  Sheridan. 

WILLIAM  C.  GOULD. 

William  C.  Gould  is  the  great  grandson 
of  Daniel  Gould  and  son  of  Julius  G.  and 
Mattie  (Bear)  Gould.  He  was  born  at  the 
Gould  homestead  in  Sheridan,  September  1, 
1880. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Forestville  High 
School,  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  and 

is  now  a  student  at  Michigan  State  Univer- 
sity at  Ann  Arbor. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and,  as  were  his  ancestors 
for  generations,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  which  he  is  an  active  member. 

JAMES  G.  PATTERSON. 

James  G.  Patterson,  a  very  successful 
farmer  of  the  Town  of  Sheridan,  was  born 
May  31,  1849,  near  Harlansburg,  Lawrence 
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SHERMAN. 

It  is  well  known,  especially  to  one 
who  seeks  to  trace  the  early  history  of 
a  time  when  few  authentic  records  were 

kept,  that  we  must  gather  history  and 
incidents  much  from  what  has  been 

handed  down  from  father  to  son.  Sher- 

man was  formed  from  Mina  April  7, 

[832.  It  comprises  the  second  town- 
ship and  fourteenth  range  as  described 

by  the  Holland  Land  Company's  sur- 
vey,   and    contains    thirty-six  square 

1823,  there  was  born  in  that  house  the 
first  white  child  born  in  the  town,  Archi- 

bald Dorman,  now  living  in  the  Vil- 

lage of  Sherman.  Mr.  Dorman,  in  com- 
pany with  Elisha  Eades,  came  and  built 

their  log  houses,  Eades'  house  being 
across  the  road  in  the  Town  of  Chau- 

tauqua. They  returned  to  Batavia,  one 
hundred  eighteen  miles  distant,  by  the 

route  they  had  to  travel,  and  in  due  time 
were  moved  with  an  ox  team  by  a  Mr. 

DEiRINO  DORMAN  HULDAH  (PERKINS)  DORMAN 
Sherman's  first  settlers. 

miles.  The  settlement  of  this  region, 

once  begun,  was  rapid. 

From  the  best  traditionary  history 
we  find  that  the  first  settler  was  Bear- 

ing Dorman,  with  his  wife  Huldah  (Per- 
kins) Dorman,  and  little  son  Amosa. 

In  1823,  and  we  have  good  reasons  to 
say  prior  to  1823,  Mr.  Dorman  built  a 

log  house  twelve  by  sixteen  feet  in  ex- 
tent, with  a  single  roof  of  elm  bark,  on 

the  town  line  road,  on  land  now  owned 

by  Theodore  Skinner.     November  28, 

Fargo.  Bears,  wolves  and  all  the  early 

game  were  plenty.  Mr.  Dorman  raised 
the  first  acre  of  wheat  in  the  town, 

which  yielded  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre. 
He  planted  his  corn  by  cutting  into  the 
earth  and  pressing  the  soil  down  upon 
the  kernels,  as  the  Indians  did.  This 

process  was  called  "Intian  tucket." Alonzo  Weed  built  the  first  sawmill 

on  land  owned  by  Lester  R.  Dewey. 
The  first  marriage  was  Lester  R. 

Dewey,  Sr.,  and  Fanny  Patterson,  Otis 
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Skinner,  the  first  Justice  of  the  town, 
officiating,  March  23,  1825. 
There  is  a  question  regarding  the 

first  death.  It  is  said  a  Mrs.  Arnold  was 
the  first  to  die  and  was  buried  on  the 

farm  now  owned  by  James  Upton.  The 

ARCHIBALD  DORMAN 
First  white  child  born  in  the  Town  of  Sherman. 

general  impression  is  that  the  first  death 
was  that  of  an  Englishman  who  died 

at  Elliott  Smith's.  On  Smith's  lot  in 
the  Sherman  Cemetery  is  a  grave,  and 

on  the  head  stone  these  words,  "John 
Walling,  a  native  of  England,  died  July, 

1832,  supposed  to  be  about  thirty  years 

of  age,"  The  first  doctor  was  Thomas 
Green. 

In  the  winters  of  1828  and  1829  Otis 
Skinner  taught  school  in  his  house. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  school  prior 
to  this.  About  this  time  Lydia  Tanner 

taught  summer  school  in  a  log  cabin 
near  where  Frank  Cornish  now  lives, 

on  Willard  Street  in  Sherman  Village. 
The  records  show  that  the  first  church 

organized  was  the  Congregational 
Church,  (now  Presbyterian),  June  23, 

1827,  and  was  called  the  "First  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Mina."  Meetings, 

were  held  at  the  homes  of  William  Wil- 
liams, Dennis  Hart,   Elish  Woodruff, 

and  other  convenient  places.  The 
church  was  built  on  what  is  known  as 

Presbyterian  Hill,  on  land  given  by 

Charles  Hawley,  Sr.  John  R.  Keeler 
was  the  pioneer  business  man  of  that 
immediate  locality.  Seven  brothers  and 
others  soon  followed  him  from  Con- 

necticut. It  was  dedicated  March  7, 

1833;  sermon  by  Rev.  D.  D.  Gregory. 
The  first  pastor,  Justin  Marsh,  came 
from  Connecticut  and  was  installed  in 

October,  1828.  In  the  fall  of  1845  the 

church  was  moved  to  its  present  loca- 
tion in  Sherman  Village.  Rev.  F.  E. 

VanWie  is  the  present  pastor. 

•  The  first  Baptist  Church  was  formed 

August  29,  1827,  two  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  the  village,  Rev.  Orange  Spicer 

officiating.  Meetings  were  held  in 
dwellings  and  schoolhouses  until  about 

1842,  from  which  time  they  were  held 
in  the  unfinished  church,  in  the  village, 
which  was  completed  in  1844.  Rev. 

Orange  Spicer  was  the  first  pastor. 
(No  pastor  at  present.) 
The  Free  Baptist  Church  of  Waits 

Corners,  in  the  southeast  part  of  the 
town,  was  organized  about  1835.  First 
pastor  was  Rev.  Levi  Rexford,  first 
clerk  Dexter  Stebbins,  and  first  deacon 

Loren  Stebbins.  The  present  pastor  is 
Rev.  Z.  B.  Dally. 

The  Methodists  had  a  class  organized 

in  1832,  and  the  first  sermon  was  de- 
livered in  the  home  of  Otis  Miller,  by 

Rev.  Darius  Williams.  The  Miller 

home  was  their  meeting  place  till  1836, 

when  they  occupied  a  room  in  Kipp  & 

Miller's  carding  mill.  Their  church  was 
built  in  1848.  (Present  pastor  Rev.  E. 
E.  Higley.) 

As  the  early  records  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church  were  burned  the  follow- 

ing facts  were  obtained  from  reliable 
sources.  The  first  Universalist  Church 

of  Sherman  was  organized  in  1842.  The 

first  pastor  was  Rev.  Linus  Paine.  Sel- 
ling their  church,  which  was  moved 

away,  the  members  built  their  present 
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church  in  1868.  (Present  pastor  Rev. 
O.  R.  Beardesley.) 

The  first  gristmills  were  known  as 

Aldrich's  and  Treat's.  Aldrich's  was  on 
French  Creek,  two  miles  below  Sher- 

man Village.  Treat's  was  on  Chautau- 
qua Creek,  about  one-half  mile  from 

where  Murray  Harrington  now  lives. 
This  one  had  one  run  of  stone.  About 

1838  Benjamin  H.  Kipp,  Otis  and  Elijah 
Miller  built  the  gristmill  now  owned  by 

Bates  and  Hillburg  in  the  village.  Jo- 
siah  R.  Keeler  had,  it  is  thought,  the 
first  store.  It  was  about  three  miles 

south  of  the  village,  on  his  farm  now 

owned  by  Susan  Hemstreet.  James 
Barker  had  at  an  early  date  a  store  in 

a  small  wooden  building  where  the  Ho- 
tel Sherman  now  stands,  A.  J.  Graham, 

proprietor.  Jeremiah  Fields  kept,  it  is 
thought,  the  first  tavern  in  the  village, 
in  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied 

by  James  Wood. 
The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in 

1833,  Otis  Skinner  was  the  first  Super- 
visor, and  he  held  the  office  in  the 

years  1833,  '35  and  '38. 
The  selling  of  black  salts  was  about 

the  only  way  of  getting  money,  for 
which  two  dollars  per  hundred  pounds 

was  the  price  in  Buffalo.  Later  J.  B. 
Burrows  at  Mayville,  purchased  it  and 
after  refining  it,  sent  it  to  New  York 

City,  where  saleratus  was  made.  Bar- 
celona was  another  place  where  much 

of  the  article  was  taken  and  sold. 

Of  the  early  settlers,  Dearing  Dor- 
man  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Connec- 

ticut, December  20,  1797,  came  to  Ba- 
tavia  in  1804,  and  to  Sherman  in  1823, 
or  a  year  or  so  earlier ;  married  Huldah 
Perkins  in  1818;  had  twelve  children. 

Mrs.  Dorman  died  in  1866,  and  he  mar- 
ried the  widow  of  Addison  Elderkin, 

maiden  name  Mary  Hunter. 
Lester  R.  Dewey,  Sr.,  was  born  in 

Herkimer  County  July,  1802,  married 

Fanny  Patterson  March  23,  1825,  set- 
tled in  Sherman  in  1824;  had  eight  chil- 

dren. His  wife  died  and  he  married 

again.    He  was  Supervisor  in  1850. 

Hiram  N.  Gleason,  born  in  Farm- 

ington, Connecticut,  April  17,  1800  quar- 
ried Sarah  Root ;  settled  in  Sherman 

in  1824.  His  wife  died  and  he  married 

Abigal  Hill  of  Mina.  Had  seven  child- 
ren by  first  wife,  two  by  second. 

Richard  Buss,  born  in  England,  set- 
tled in  Sherman  in  1826,  died  in  1861  ; 

had  seven  children. 

Charles  Hawley,  Sr.,  born  in  Con- 
necticut April  10,  1778;  married  Clara 

Allen  October  8,  1812;  settled  in  Sher- 
man in  1825;  died  December  n,  1844; 

had  three  children. 

Benjamin  H.  Kip,  born  in  Johns- 
town, New  York,  April  27,  1797;  mar- 

ried Esther  Miller  at  Newark,  New 

York,  February  23,  1823;  settled  in 
Sherman  in  T832  ;  four  children. 

William  Mayborn,  born  in  England 

May  19,  1786;  settled  in  Sherman  in 
1825.  His  wife  died  April  24,  1827, 

leaving  six  children.  In  1828  he  mar- 
ried Harriet  Palmer  of  New  York  City. 

He  died  in  1874,  leaving  in  all  twelve 
children. 

Loren  Park,  born  in  Wells,  Vermont, 

1804;  settled  in  Sherman  in  1825.  His 
first  wife,  Adaline  Fleath,  died,  leaving 

him  nine  children.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  the  widow  of  Benjamin 

Ross,  maiden  name  Samantha  Heath. 

Ruel  Pelton,  born  in  Oneida  County, 
New  York  ;  settled  in  Sherman  in  May, 

1827.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  of  the  same 

age,  died  in  1851.  They  had  fourteen 
children. 

Otis  Skinner,  born  in  Norwich,  New 

York,  October  20,  1799;  married  Sy- 
lance  Randall  June  <j,  1822;  settled  in 

Sherman  in  1823.  They  had  ten  chil- 
dren. 

Loren  Stebbins,  born  in  Conway, 

Massachusetts,  October  27,  1804:  set- 
tled in  Sherman  1828:  married  Eunice 

Willard  in  Livingston  County;  six  chil- 
dren. 
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Joel  D.  Cornish,  born  in  Otsego 
County  ;  married  Catherine  Van  Allen  ; 

settled  in  Sherman  January,  1826;  seven 
children. 

Samuel  T.  Hawley,  who  had  a  busi- 
ness career  of  60  years  in  Sherman,  sold 

out  his  mercantile  establishment  to 

Henry  Taggart  a  few  years  ago.  He 
survived  two  fires  and  was  conducting 
business  in  the  principal  block  in  the 
village.  He  was  handicapped  all  his  life 

with  the  infirmity  of  deafness,  but  his 
store  will  long  be  remembered  as  the 

oldest  business  place  in  town.  His  fam- 
ily of  two  boys  and  two  girls  were 

reared  and  educated,  his  sons  engaging 
in  mercantile  business  in  Kansas. 

"Uncle  Sam,"  as  he  has  been  affection- 
ately called  by  the  townspeople,  was 

eighty-one  years  old  when  he  retired. 

"The  Union  Sepulchral  Society  of 

Sherman  and  Chautauqua"  was  organ- 
ized in  1836.  Later  in  the  same  year 

Alanson  and  Polly  Weed  deeded  to  the 

trustees  of  the  society  ninety-eight 
square  rods  of  land,  being  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  present  cemetery.  A  few 

burials  were  made  there  before  the  pur- 
chase. In  1848  Lester  R.  and  Fannie 

Dewey  conveyed  one  hundred  twenty- 
three  and  six-tenths  rods  to  the  society, 
and  again  in  i860  and  in  1861  additions 

were  made  through,  conveyance  by  Mr. 
Dewey  and  Joseph  Skinner.  Additions 

and  improvements  have  been  made  since 
as  required. 

In  August,  1865,  a  great  flood  dam- 
aged the  town.  Two  dams  above  and 

one  at  the  end  of  the  village  went  out, 

and  nearly  every  bridge  in  the  town.  A 
more  destructive  flood,  the  worst  in  its 

history,  swept  the  town  in  the  evening 
of  August  24,  1892.  This  flood  took 
the  iron  railroad  bridge  and  all  the 
bridges  from  the  head  of  French  Creek 
to  the  Mina  line,  except  an  iron  one  at 
Sherman  Center.  Much  damage  was 
done  to  business  and  private  property. 

In  May,  1832,  Benjamin  H.  Kip  and 
Otis  and  Elijah  Miller  bought  the  land 
where  Sherman  Village  now  stands. 
They  built  a  sawmill,  and  in  1833  a 

carding  and  cloth-dressing  mill.  Otis 
Miller  built  a  blacksmith  shop  and  a 
tannery.  These  three  men  were  the 
founders  of  the  village,  which  was  at 

first  called  "Millerville"  and  afterwards 
Kipville.  Later  the  name  was  changed 
to  Sherman.  The  names  of  the  heads 

of  the  first  twelve  families  of  this  vil- 

lage are  as  follows:  Benjamin  H.  Kip, 

Elijah  Miller,  Otis  Miller,  James  Bar- 
ker, George  Vaness,  Lucius  Cook, 

George  Hart,  Kiler  Dean,  Alanson  Pat- 
terson, Pitts  Simmons,  Hiram  A.  Case 

and  Dr.  Thomas  Green. 

Sherman  is  a  prosperous  village.  Its 
State  Bank  is  a  sound  and  reliable  in- 
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stitution.  The  village  has  been  noted 
for  some  time  for  the  number  of  its 

brick  blocks.  Sherman  has  had  a  num- 

ber of  newspapers,  the  first  of  which 
was  the  Western  New  Yorker,  started 

in  1853.  The  Advance  started  in  1889, 
had  for  its  manager  and  editor  F.  A. 
Ellis. 

The  Edmunds'  Creamery,  started  in 
1886,  has  done  an  immense  business. 

E.  W.  Sperry  &  Son,  John  T.  Green, 
W.  H.  Hart,  S.  B.  Adams  and  others 

made  records  of  a  long  term  of  years 
in  business. 

After  two  attempts  that  were  not  suc- 
cessful, the  village  was  incorporated  by 

vote  of  the  people  September  8,  1890. 
The  territory  included  in  the  corporate 
limits  included  about  one  square  mile 

and  included  seven  hundred  thirty- 
three  inhabitants.  The  first  municipal 

election  was  held  October  3,  1890,  with 

this  result :  Trustees,  J.  L.  Thayer, 
Francis  A.  Ellis,  Charles  E.  Cobb; 

Treasurer,  Henry  F.  Young ;  Collector, 
John  McKean.  Thomas  J.  Newell  2d 
was  appointed  Village  Clerk. 

Especially  destructive  fires  occurred 
in  Sherman  in  1865,  when  the  post 

office,  Town  Clerk's  office  and  all  the 
town  records  were  burned,  and  in  1869, 

when  many  business  buildings  on  Main 
and  Miller  Streets  were  swept  awav. 
Brick  blocks  were  afterwards  reared 
where  the  wooden  ones  had  stood. 

A  great  deal  of  excitement  was  oc- 
casioned in  1853-4,  through  the  preva- 

lence of  smallpox  and  a  number  of 
deaths  that  occurred  from  the  disease. 

Chester  Bullock,  a  merchant,  contracted 
varioloid  in  New  York,  and  from  him 
came  the  more  serious  cases.  A  Board 

of  Health  was  organized,  which  estab- 
lished a  pesthouse  for  the  reception  of 

all  smallpox  patients.  Bitter  strife 
arose  between  the  Board  and  persons 

who  refused  to  obey  its  orders.  The 

Odd  Fellows'  Lodge  was  driven  from 
its  hall  by  the  disease,  and  the  order 

was  broken  up  locally  as  a  result  for 
years.  The  disease  caused  many  bills 
for  services  to  be  presented  to  the  Town 
Auditors  by  residents  and  these  were 

in  1854  appealed  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. 

Consider  the  conditions  in  1823,  when 
Sherman  had  but  one  log  cabin,  not  a 

rod  of  wagon  road,  all  a  wilderness, 
with  one  family  in  the  town.  Then  let 

the  mind  sweep  over  the  past  eighty- 
one  years  and  come  to  Sherman  of  the 

present  day.  Three-fourths  of  the  land 
is  under  cultivation,  with  over  sixty-five 
miles  of  wagon  road  and  a  population  of 
about  eighteen  hundred,  with  the  village 

having  eight  hundred  sixty-seven  in- 
habitants. Some  of  the  things  to  be 

seen  today  include  five  active  churches, 

a  high  school  with  eight  teachers,  seven 
district  schools  and  lodges  as  follows 

with  membership  :  Masons,  80 ;  East- 

ern Star,  91;  Odd  Fellows,  129;  Re- 
bekahs,  81  ;  Workmen,  106;  Maccabees, 

57;  Lady  Maccabees,  40;  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  140;  Grand  Army  of  the 

Republic,  18;  Relief  Corps,  32;  Wo- 
man's Christian  Temperance  Union,  30; 

S.  F.  I.,  3, and  Home  Mission,  40. 

Business  places,  professional  men, 
etc. :  Three  jewelry  stores,  two  drug 

stores,  four  dry  goods  and  shoe  stores, 

eight  groceries,  one  shoe  store,  four 
doctors,  two  lawyers,  one  harness  shop, 

two  shoe  shops,  four  blacksmiths,  three 
creameries  with  milk  stations,  three 

gristmills,  two  sawmills,  two  printing 

offices,  two  hardware  stores,  one  tem- 
perance hotel,  one  cabinet  store,  one 

undertaker,  two  clothing  stores,  one 

meat  market,  one  basket  factory,  fire 

company  with  sixty  members,  three  liv- 
eries, a  bank  (capital  and  surplus  thirty 

thousand  dollars),  three  milliners,  a  res- 
taurant, a  news  stand,  four  painters  and 

paperhangers,  a  carriage  painter,  a  cider 
mill,  two  planing  mills,  railroad  and 

depot  with  stock  yards  and  evaporator, 
a  carriage  repository  and  agricultural 
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implements  store,  two  fire  insurance 
agents,  one  life  insurance,  and  one  life 
insurance  company,  the  Western  New 
York  Relief  Association,  a  laundry, 

three  drays,  post  office,  six  dressmak- 
ers, a  veterinary  surgeon,  a  caterer,  an 

electric  light  company  (capital,  ten 
thousand  dollars),  telephone  company 

(captial,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars), 
one  hundred  seventy-five  phones,  water 
works  company  (capital  ten  thousand 
dollars),  a  photograph  gallery,  two 
lumber  yards,  three  salesmen  on  the 

road,  two  barbers,  an  auctioneer,  a  taxi- 
dermist and  a  real  estate  agent. 

With  the  large  number  of  farmers, 
business,  retired  and  professional  men, 
with  excellent  present  conditions,  the 
future  looks  bright,  for  better  facilities 
must  produce  correspondingly.  May 
the  survivors  of  the  next  four  score 

years  look  back  as  do  we  and  rejoice  in 
the  advancement  of  that  time. 

ORIGINAL  PURCHASES. 

1823.  March,  Jonathan  R.  Reynolds,  32. 
April,  David  Fuller,  24.  June,  Joel  D.  Corn- 

ish, 47.     October,  Otis  Skinner,  24. 
1824.  February,  Alanson  Weed,  31.  April, 

Lester  R.  Dewey,  39.  May,  Ransom  Felton, 
G3.     September,  Hiram  N.  Gleason,  24. 

1825.  January,  Joshua  LaDue,  34.  Feb- 
ruary, Osmond  Hall,  3G.  April,  Hazard  Wil- 

cox, G4.  May,  Loren  Park,  59,  Cyrus  Pitts, 
59,  Elisha  A.  Eades,  53,  Dearing  Dorman,  22. 
June,  Larry  Wilcox,  48,  James  Ottaway,  G2, 
Sampson  Vincent,  20,  Charles  Hawley,  29,  37, 
William  Williams,  29.  September,  Jedediah 
and  Elliot  B.  Smith,  37.  George  Sampson 
and  Phineas  Bailey,  GO.  Major  D.  Reynolds, 
1G.     November,  John  C.  Wilcox,  56. 
182G.  September,  Barney  Bratt,  29,  Eliab 

Skeels,  61,  William  Buss,  61.  October,  Lan- 
sing Buck,  25.  November,  Julius  Willard, 

Jr.,  13,  William  Mayborn,  61,  Rufus  Ransom, 
51. 

1827.  March,  Isaac  Willard,  10,  Josiah 
Wait,  11,  Warren  Hannum,  2G,  Harvey  W. 
Goff,  22.  October,  James  Bates,  5,  John 
Miller,  7.      November,  Jesse  Newell,  25. 

1828.  March,  Gershom  Wait,  11.  Sep- 
tember, Thaddeus  Tibbals,  5.  December, 

Loren  Stebbins,  — ,  Josiah  Wait,  11. 

The  Holland  Land  Company's  books  in  the 
land  office  contain  no  records  of  later  sales 
in  this  town.  The  unsold  lands,  of  consid- 

erable extent,  passed,  in  183G,  to  the  new 
proprietors,  W.  H.  Seward  and  others. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Otis  Skinner,  1833;  B.  H.  Kip,  1834;  Otis 
Skinner,  1835;  Loren  Peck,  1836-7;  Otis 
Skinner,  1838;  Piatt  S.  Osborn,  1839;  Lucius 
Cook,  1840-1-2;  George  Hart,  1843;  Piatt  S. 
Osborn,  1844-5;  John  P.  Hall,  1846-7;  B.  H. 
Kip,  1S48-9;  Lester  R.  Dewey,  1850;  Loren 
Park,  1851;  Lewis  Sperry,  1852-3;  B.  J.  Cof- 

fin, 1854;  Loren  Park,  1855;  William  Green, 
1856-7;  Miles  J.  Clark,  1858-9;  Henry  Bliss, 
1860-1;  Henry  W.  Sperry,  1862-3-4-5;  Sylvan- 
us  H.  Myrick,  18GG;  Henry  Sheldon,  1867; 
Henry  W.  Sperry,  1868;  Alfred  W.  Benson, 
1869;  John  T.  Green,  1870-1-2;  Virgil  A 
Fenner,  1873;  John  T.  Green,  1874;  Jerome 
J.  Dean,  1875-6;  Enoch  Sperry,  1877-8;  Albert 
B.  Sheldon,  1879-80-1;  Chas.  H.  Corbett,  1882- 
3;  Enoch  Sperry,  18S4;  Benjamin  J.  Coffin, 
1885-6-7-8-9-90-1;  Edgar  O.  Buss,  1892;  Mor- 

ris L.  Edmunds,  1893-4-5-6-7;  Frank  E.  Miller, 
1898-9;  Warren  B.  Whitney,  1900-1;  Albert 

B.  Sheldon,  1902-3-4-5. 

THE  DARKEY  ON  THE  DEMOCRATIC 

POLE. 

By  Charles  E.  Sheldon. 

PRELUDE. 

During  the  era  preceding  the  Civil  War, 
which  for  four  years  filled  the  "South  with 
desolation  and  the  homes  of  the  whole 
country  with  empty  chairs  and  broken  hearts 
the  negro  question  was  growing  in  impor- 

tance until  it  became  the  great  issue  of  the 
day.  It  is  now  learned  (nearly  or  quite  fifty 
years  after  the  events  happened)  that  Sher- 

man was  a  station  of  the  "Underground  Rail- 
road" by  which  the  slaves  were  passed  from 

their  servitude  in  the  South  to  freedom  in 
Canada.  Among  the  few  Abolitionists  in  the 
place  at  that  time  were  Nehemiah  Myrick, 
father  of  C.  W.  Myrick,  and  Nehemiah 
Sperry,  grandfather  of  Enoch  and  Walter 
Sperry.  Both  were  prominently  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sherman, 
and  the  latter  was  for  many  years  its  janitor. 

It  is  now  made  public  for  the  first  time, 
that  run-a-way  slaves  frequently  came 
through  Sherman,  where  they  were  cared 
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for  and  secreted  in  the  belfry  of  the  church 
until  they  could  be  sent  along  on  their  jour- 

ney towards  Canada.  As  helping  slaves  to 
freedom  was  against  the  law  of  the  land, 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  work  were 

compelled  to  observe  great  caution  and  se- 
crecy. But  all  the  actors  in  this  drama  have 

long  since  passed  away,  so  these  facts  are 
given  as  an  interesting  item  in  the  early 
history  of  the  Town  of  Sherman. 

It  was  in  the  Fall  of  1856,  and 
the  Presidential  campaign  was  in  full 
sway  —  a  campaign  fraught  with  the 
most  important  questions  which  had  arisen 
since  the  foundation  of  the  government. 
The  Democratic  Convention  had  turned 
down  Franklin  Pierce,  the  President  and 
a  candidate  for  a  second  term,  and  nom- 

inated James  Buchanan  of  Pennsylvania; 
while  the  first  National  Republican  Conven- 

tion had  selected  as  its  standard-bearer,  the 
gallant  "Pathfinder  of  the  Rockies,"  John 
C.  Fremont.  The  question  of  slavery  was 
the  most  important  one  which  was  at  issue 

in  the  campaign.  Seward's  "Irrepressible 
Conflict"  had  not  yet  been  delivered,  but 
Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  had  stirred  the  North 
against  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  the  South 
with  a  feeling  that  their  constitutional 
rights  were  being  attacked;  while  Phillips, 
Garrison  and  Lovejoy  were  hurling  anathe- 

mas against  the  institution  which  the  Re- 
publican Convention  had  declared  to  be  one 

of  the  "Twin  Relics  of  Barbarism."  The 
Missouri  Compromise  had  just  been  repealed 
and  Kansas  was  shaken  by  the  fierce  con- 

test between  the  Slave  Holders  of  Missouri 
and  the  Free  Soilers  of  the  North  and  East 
in  their  bloody  struggle  for  supremacy. 

This  in  brief  was  the  political  situation  in 
the  Nation  when  the  incident  occurred  which 
has  given  title  to  this  sketch. 

The  Republicans  of  Sherman,  under  the 
leadership  of  B.  J.  Coffin  and  other  loyal 
Republicans,  had  erected  a  fine  Fremont  & 
Dayton  pole  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mil- 

ler streets,  near  where  ^.  H.  Fraser's  house 
now  stands.  The  Democrats,  not  to  be  out- 

done, had  put  up  one  on  the  opposite  vacant 
corner,  now  occupied  by  Skinner  &  Cuta- 

way's hardware  store,  a  tall  hickory  pole, 
bearing  a  streamer  with  the  names  of  Bu- 

chanan &  Breckenridge.  The  pole  was  one 
hundred  five  feet  above  ground  and  was 
in  two  pieces,  spliced  and  held  to- 

gether by  iron  rings  made  by  M.  L. 
Plato,  the  only  Democratic  blacksmith  of  the 
place.     At  the  top  of  the  pole  was  a  pair  of 

fine  buck  horns,  in  honor  of  the  head  of  the 
ticket.  These  horns  were  the  property  of 
J.  G.  Coffin,  and  were  loaned  for  the  pur- 

pose. On  Sunday  morning,  during  this  campaign 
in  which  the  negro  was  being  discussed  with 
much  fervor  and  some  bitterness,  the  early 
visitors  of  Main  Street  were  astonished  to 
see  upon  the  top  of  the  Democratic  pole,  a 
large  darkey  securely  resting  between  the 
extended  branches  of  the  buck  horns.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  linen  coat,  wore  a  white 
hat  and  looked  as  though  he  might  have  just 
arrived  by  underground  railway,  though  he 
was  now  over  a  hundred  feet  above  the  sur- 

face. He  was  apparently  looking  down 
into  the  postoffice,  which  was  located  in 

LaDue  &  Leet's  store,  on  the  site  now  oc- 
cupied by  H.  A.  Thayer's  drug  store.  Jay  La- 

Due,  now  a  resident  of  Lucerne,  Minnesota, 
who  was  Postmaster  at  the  time,  was  prob- 

ably the  first  Democrat  who  discovered  the 
intruder,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  his  re- 

marks were  not  preserved  for  this  article. 
He  rushed  across  to  the  pole  to  pull  down 

the  "disgraceful  thing,"  but  the  halliards 
had  been  cut  and  the  darkey  refused  to  come 
down. 

Soon  the  whole  village  was  out  to  see  the 
strange  sight— the  Republicans  highly  pleas- 

ed and  wondering  at  the  daring  that  had 
placed  the  figure  on  the  slender  pole,  and 
the  Democrats,  amazed  and  disgusted  at  the 
indignity  placed  upon  them  and  their  party 
by  the  joke.  The  news  spread  rapidly  to 
surrounding  towns  and  people  came  from 
every  direction  to  see  and  to  wonder.  The 
writer,  then  a  boy  of  twelve  years,  well  re- 

members coming  from  the  farm  near  Nettle 

Hill  to  "Kippville,"  as  the  village  was  then 
called  by  some  of  the  older  people,  to  see 

the  "Darkey  on  the  Democratic  pole."  It 
was  years  afterward  before  the  facts  were 
known,  but  it  may  be  interesting  to  give  at 
this  point  a  history  of  the  darkey  and  his 
ascent  to  his  then  elevated  position. 

The  figure  was  manufactured  in  the  ma- 
chine shop  of  Coffin,  Putnam  &  Myrick,  for- 
merly used  as  a  carding  mill.  John  Put- 

nam, John  Myrick,  F.  L.  Dutton  and  a  Mr. 
Young  did  the  work.  Miles  J.  Clark  and 
perhaps  one  or  two  others  knew  of  the 
scheme.  Mr.  Young  (his  first  name  cannot 
now  be  recalled)  was  a  half  brother  of  Or- 
vis  Hart.  He  was  a  sailor  and  spent  two 
or  three  winters  with  his  brother  here. 
When  everything  was  complete,  about  twelve 

o'clock  one  Saturday  night,  the  darkey  and 
a  number  of  signs  were  strapped  to  Young's 
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back,  and  with  a  pair  of  climbers,  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  occasion  by  F.  L.  Dutton, 

blacksmith,  he  reached  the  top  of  the  pole, 
wired  the  effigy  to  the  buck  horns  and  de- 

scended, nailing  the  signs  to  the  pole.  He 
was  a  large  man,  weighing  nearly  two  hun- 

dred pounds,  but  his  experience  as  a  sailor 
enabled  him  to  accomplish  the  task  without 
accident.  (The  climbers  with  which  he 
made  the  ascent  were  on  exhibition  at  the 
Centennial  celebration  in  Westfield.) 

The  burning  question  which  now  agitated 
the  Democratic  mind  was  how  to  dispose 
of  tne  darkey.  (Republicans  have  experi- 

enced similar  trouble  since  that  time.)  To 
go  through  the  campaign  with  the  disgrace 

of  a  Democratic  pole  with  a  "nigger"  at  the 
masthead  was  not  to  be  thought  of.  Efforts 
were  made  to  shoot  off  the  cords  which  held 
the  figure  in  position,  but  after  many  trials 
^his  was  abandoned.  Finally,  a  son  of 
Dennis  Heath,  (the  latter  a  prominent  Dem- 

ocrat who  lived  down  the  creek)  offered  to 
climb  the  pole  and  remove  the  trouble.  It 
is  stated  that  he  received  for  his  dangerous 
task,  ten  dollars  in  cash  and  a  suit  of 
clothes,  the  latter  donated  by  Postmaster 
LaDue.  Although  the  tall  pole  swayed  dan- 

gerously during  his  ascent,  Heath  reach  the 
top,  loosened  the  darkey  and  descended  in 
safety.  Probably  the  Democrats  of  Sher- 

man were  not  nearly  so  pleased  over  the 
election  of  Mr.  Buchanan  in  November  as 
they  were  when  the  odious  figure  was  taken 
down  and  a  streamer  bearing  the  names  of 
their  candidates  raised  in  its  place.  The 
next  day,  the  darkey  was  placed  in  a  wagon 
with  young  Heath,  the  hero  of  the  occasion, 
and  several  leading  Democrats,  headed  by  a 
martial  band,  paraded  the  streets,  stopping 
in  front  of  the  houses  of  prominent  Repub- 

licans, showing  their  delight  by  shouting  for 
their  candidates  and  taunting  their  oppo- 

nents. There  is  a  tradition  that  the  late 
Thomas  Morris,  then  in  business  in  the 
place,  kept  the  darkey  in  his  room  as  a  tro- 

phy for  several  months. 
It  was  many  years  afterwards  before  the 

prominent  actors  in  the  affair  were  known. 
But  by  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  of 
Lincoln,  slavery  ceased  to  exist,  and  as  the 
bitter  feelings  engendered  by  former  strug- 

gles have  passed  away,  this  story  is  regard- 
ed by  Democrats  and  Republicans  alike  as 

one  of  the  best  political  jokes  of  the  past 
century,  and  the  only  regret  is  that  a  pic- 

ture of  the  famous  darkey  in  his  elevated 
position  could  not  have  been  secured  to  ac- 

company this  sketch. 

WARREN  B.  WHITNEY. 

Warren  B.  Whitney  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  Sherman,  having  been  identi- 

fied with  business  enterprises  in  that  village 
since  1882,  and  being  recognized  as  an  enter- 

prising and  progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen. 

At  present  Mr.  Whitney  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  creamery  business.  He  built 

the  creamery  at  Hatch  Hollow,  Erie  County, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1893,  run  it  two  seasons 
and  then  sold  out.  He  then  built  the  Whit- 

ney creamery  at  Sherman  and  still  has 
charge  of  its  operation. 

Besides  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
Sherman  creamery  Mr.  Whitney  is  secretary, 
treasurer  and  salesman  of  the  Mina  cream 
station;  secretary,  treasurer  and  salesman 
of  the  Whitney  creamery  at  Hatch  Hollow, 
and  also  owns  a  creamery  at  Open  Mead- 

ows. Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  his  time  is 

pretty  well  taken  up  in  attending  to  the  de- 
tails of  management  of  these  various  enter- 

prises, and  he  may  be  fairly  classified  as 
one  of  the  leading  creamery  men  of  West- 

ern New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Whitney*s  popularity  with  his  fellow 
townsmen  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  in 
1899,  without  solicitation  or  desire  on  his 
part,  he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  as  a  candidate  for  Supervisor,  and 
much  to  the  gratification  of  his  friends, 
overcame  the  normal  Republican  plurality 
of  the  town  and  was  triumphantly  elected 
to  this  important  office,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  his  opponent  was  Hon.  A.  B. 
Sheldon,  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of 
the  town. 

Mr.  Whitney  served  on  the  board  in  the 
years  1900-01.  This  was  the  first  and  only 
time  he  ever  consented  to  allow  his  name 
to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  a  town  office, 
and  as  previously  stated  on  this  occasion, 
the  office  sought  the  man,  and  not  the  man 
the  office. 
Mr.  Whitney  attends  the  Universalist 

Church.  He  also  takes  an  interest  in  the 

work  of  fraternal  societies,  as  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that  May  20,  1870,  at 

Harford,  Pennsylvania,  he  joined  Live  Oak 
Lodge  No.  G35,  Independent  Order  Odd  Fel- 

lows, and  has  retained  his  membership  in 
the  order  ever  since.  He  is  a  past  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty; a  member  of  Sherman  Grange  No.  30: 
Jamestown  Lodge  of  Elks,  No.  2G3.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  a  member  of  Sherman 
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Lodge  No.  G45,  and  Floral  Lodge,  Daughters 
of  Rebekah,  of  Sherman.  His  wife  is  a 
prominent,  member  of  the  latter  fraternity 
and  has  served  a  term  as  District  Deputy 
President  of  Chautauqua  County. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  the  son  of  George  S.  and 
Rhoda  M.  Whitney.  He  was  born  at  Hart- 

ford, Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania, 
April  22,  1855.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  finished  with  a  course 
in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College 
at  Buffalo.  He  commenced  the  trade  of 
buttermaker  in  the  employ  of  M.  L.  Tiffany 
at  Hop  Bottom,  Pennsylvania,  in  1880,  at 
seventeen  dollars  per  month.  In  1892  his 
wages  were  seventy-five  dollars  per  month 
and  he  was  offered  seventy-six  dollars  per 
month  when  he  ceased  working  at  this  trade 
in  1893. 

On  February  2G,  1884,  Mr.  Whitney  wed- 
ded Miss  Mary  B.  Dewey,  daughter  of  Lester 

R.  and  Laura  E.  Dewey,  of  Sherman. 

C.  J.  LOSEE. 

Clement  John  Losee  was  born  in  West 
Randolph,  Cattaraugus  County,  July  11,  1853. 
When  he  was  only  a  few  months  old  his  par- 

C.  J.  LOSEE 
ents,  Arad  and  Myraette  Losee,  removed  to 
Sherman,  where  C.  J.  Losee  resided  most  of 
the  time  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  IS,  1904.     He  engaged  in  the  mercan- 

tile business  in  1889,  and  conducted  success- 
fully a  trade  in  general  merchandise  up  to 

the  time  of  his  death.  He  married  Miss 
Hattie  S.  Sperry,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry 
W.  Sperry  and  wife,  of  Sherman,  January 
23,  1884.  A  daughter  was  born  to  them, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Losee  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
by  his  fellow  citizens,  as  an  upright  man  in 
all  his  dealings.  He  was  a  staunch  Repub- 

lican in  politics,  and  had  served  in  town  and 
county  offices  to  which  he  had  been  elected, 
in  a  thoroughly  creditable  manner. 

REV.  ARAD  I.OSEE 

Rev.  Arad  Losee  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
New  York,  June  11,  1821.  His  parents, 
John  and  Lucy  Losee,  were  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  New  York.  Arad  came  to  Cherry 
Creek  when  about  eleven  years  of  age.  On 
November  27,  1S45,  he  married  Myraette 
Abagail  Strang.  About  this  time  he  began 
studying  for  the  ministry,  and  soon  after 
began  preaching.  For  more  than  fifty  years 
the  good  man  exhorted  his  fellow  beings  in 
the  way  of  righteousness,  and  about  twenty 
years  of  his  labors  were  with  the  Free  Bap- 

tist Church  of  Sherman.  He  was  also  in- 
strumental in  building  nearly  all  of  the  First 

Baptist  Churches  in  Chautauqua  County. 
Having  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Sherman,  he  passed  away  March  21,  1897. 
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His  remains  repose  in  the  village  cemetery, 
by  the  side  of  those  of  his  wife,  who  was  his 
true  and  loving  helpmeet  and  co-laborer  in 
good  works,  whose  death  preceded  his  by 

about  seven  years.  Mrs.  Losee's  parents 
Clement  and  Abagail  Strang,  were  among 
the  first  settlers  in  Hanover,  where  they 
settled  in  the  spring  of  1814. 

The  children  born  to  Arad  and  Myraette 
Losee,  were:  Emory  Albert,  Nettie  Abi- 

gail and  Clement  John,  all  of  whom,  (with 
the  exception  of  the  last  named,  who  is 
dead),  are  now  living  in  this  county. 

JOSHUA  L.  THAYER. 

Joshua  L.  Thayer  of  Sherman,  who  holds 
a  position  of  much  prominence  in  the  busi- 

ness and  social  life  of  the  community,  is  a 
native  of  Mina,  where  he  was  born  Febru- 

ary 9,  1851.  His  father,  Ichabod  Thayer, 
first  came  to  Mina  in  1825,  and  married  and 
settled  there  on  lot  ten,  in  1835.  He  lived 
there  many  years  and  afterward  removed  to 
Westfield.  Fie  had  three  sons,  Frank,  Amos 
and  Joshua.  Joshua  LaDue,  grandfather  of 
J.  L.  Thayer,  settled  in  Sherman  in  1S25. 

Mr.  Thayer's  education  was  obtained  in  dis- 
trict school  at  Mina  and  in  Westfield  Acad- 

emy.    He  worked  as  a  clerk  in  dry  goods 

THAYER 

stores  in  New  York  City  and  Dunkirk  for 
about  three  years,  until  November,  1SC9, 

when  he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  B.  Fenner's 
drug  store  in  Sherman.  In  1871  he  bought 
the  business,  which  he  conducted  until  Jan- 

uary, 1901,  since  when  he  has  given  his  time 
to  his  duties  as  President  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Sherman.  Mr.  Thayer  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  a  first  director  of  this  bank, 
as  fine  a  financial  institution  as  can  be  found 
in  any  village. 

Mr.  Thayer  married  Julia  Horton,  daugh- 
ter of  S.  C.  Horton,  a  leading  citizen,  at 

Mina,  November  G,  1878.  They  have  two 
children:  Amos  H.  Thayer,  born  May  9, 
1877,  and  Susa  Thayer,  born  April  19,  1880. 
Mr.  Thayer  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  the  most  important  positions 

in  (heir  gift.  He  was  one  of  the  first  trus- 
tees of  the  Village  of  Sherman  upon  its  in- 

corporation, and  is  now  President  of  the  vil- 
lage. He  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 

Education  of  the  Sherman  High  School  sev- 
enteen years,  and  is  now  President  of  the 

Board. 

In  his  religious  association  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Universalist  Church,  Sher- 

man. He  is  a  member  of  Olive  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Sherman:  West- 
field  Chapter,  Mayvillc:  Dunkirk  Command- 
ery,    Knights   Templar,    Dunkirk;  Ismailia 
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Temple,  Nobles  Mystic  Shrine,  Buffalo,  and 
Acacia  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Easter  Star. 
In  October,  1904,  he  was  elected  Most  Wor- 

shipful Grand  Patron  of  the  Order  East  Star 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  highest  gift 
that  can  be  given  a  Mason  in  that  Order. 

LEROY  M.  SMITH. 

Leroy  M.  Smith  of  Sherman,  was  born  in 
Arkwright,  June  11,  185(5.  His  parents  were 
Almyron  and  Atrial  E.  (Chase)  Smith.  The 
former  settled  in  Arkwright,  coming  from 
Wayne  County  with  his  father  when  he  was 
fifteen  years  old.  His  mother  was  born  in 
Arkwright,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
Chase.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Porestville  Academy,  and  start- 

ed in  the  furniture  business  in  Cassadaga  in 
1881,  and  from  that  into  general  merchan- 

dising. He  also  has  given  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  building.  He  built  the  opera 
house  and  two  other  business  blocks  at 

Cassadaga,  as  well  as  several  dwelling- 
houses.  He  built  stores  at  Lily  Dale,  and 
has  been  a  successful  business  man  in  the 
occupations  named  and  in  other  ways. 

Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  Postmaster  at 
Cassadaga  April  28,  1891,  under  President 

Harrison's  administration,  and  reappointed 

MRS.  IiEROST  M.  SMITH 

February  17,  1898,  under  McKinley's  admin- 
istration. He  held  the  office  until  he  re- 

signed June  11,  1904,  when  he  went 
to  Sherman,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  gro- 

cery business.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  at  Fredonia,  the  Chapter  and 

Commandery  at  Dunkirk,  and  has  been  iden- 
tified with  other  fraternal  organizations  at 

different  times.  He  married  Alice  L.  Ben- 
nett at  Arkwright,  August  7,  1879.  Of  the 

eight  children  born  to  them,  five  are  alive: 
Leigh  E.  Smith,  L.  Bennett  Smith,  Inza  B. 
Smith,  Irma  L.  Smith  and  Mason  A.  Smith. 

Alice  L.  (Bennett)  Smith  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Kansas,  May  29,  1859 
When  a  small  child  she  removed  to  Ville- 
nova,  this  county,  where  her  grandfather 
was  an  early  settler.  Her  parents  were 
David  S.  Bennett  and  Martha  A.  (Smith) 
Bennett.  Mr.  Bennett  represented  Ville- 
nova  several  years  on  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors. Mrs.  Smith  is  a  person  of  lofty 
character  and  considerable  attainments.  She 
taught  school  several  terms.  She  has  also 
taught  music,  her  natural  gifts  having  been 
aided  by  a  course  of  musical  instruction  at 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  She  has  been  of 
much  assistance  to  her  husband  in  the  con- 

duct of  his  business,  and  was  Assistant  Post- 
master when  he  was  Postmaster  at  Cassada- 

ga. She  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 
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JAMES  FENNER. 

Born  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  July 
2,   1814;    died   at   Sherman,   November  1G, 
18SG.    His  parents  were  from  Rhode  Island, 
whence  they  went  to  Madison  County  in 
1800,  presumably  settling  in  a  township  of 
that   county   which   now   bears   the  name 

"Fenner."      In    1819    they   removed,  with 
their  family  to  South  Stockton  in  this  county 
where  they  engaged  in  farming.    At  that 
time  the  products  of  the  farm  were  mostly 
bartered  for  the  meagre  necessities  which 
they  were  obliged  to  have,  the  only  available 
means  of  obtaining  money  being  the  burning 
of  hard-wood  timber,  leaching  the  ashes  and 
evaporating  the  lye  to  produce  the  crude  pot- 

ash which  was  known  as  "black  salts."  It 
was,  therefore,  in  helping  to  till  the  soil  and 
make  this  product  that  James  Fenner,  work- 

ing with  his  father  and  brothers,  passed  his 
boyhood  days  in  Chautauqua  County;  during 
the  winter  months  acquiring  such  knowledge 
as  might  be  obtained  at  the  district  school 
or  by  home  study  evenings  around  the  log 
fireplace  or  by  the  light  of  the  tallow  can- 

dles which  were  then  the  only  means  of 
illumination.     As  he  advanced  in  years  he 

decided  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  to  that  end  obtained  a  few  medical 

books,  reading  when  he  could  get  the  time 
and  teaching  district  school  during  the  win- 

ter  months.      After   a   time   he   went,  to 
Jamestown  where,  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Salis- 

bury, he  continued  his  studies,  preparatory 
to  a  course  at  a  medical  school.     After  re- 

maining in  Dr.  Salisbury's  office  for  the  re- 
quired period  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to 

the  American  Medical  College  of  that  city. 
Completing  his  course  in  that  college,  he  re- 

turned home,  and  in  1843  married  Harriet 
Barrows  of  Stockton,  very  soon  afterwards 
settling  in  Sherman  to  engage  in  the  prac- 

tice of  his  profession.    At  that  time  Sher- 
man was  but  a  hamlet,  consisting  of  a  few 

houses  and  a  country  store,  the  chief  prac- 
tice of  a  physician  being  in  the  surrounding 

sparsely  settled  country  where  he  must  drive 
for  many  miles,  at  some  season  of  the  year 
over  nearly  impassable  roads,  to  visit  pa- 
itents  who,  like  himself,  were  struggling  for 
a  meagre  existence,  and  could  only  pay  in 
the  products  of  the  soil.     In  this  rural  sec- 
toin  he  passed  through  all  the  common  ex- 

perience and  vicissitudes  of  the  life  of  a 
country  physician  and  was  identified  with 
the   progress  of  the  village   during  forty- 
three  years — almost  from  its  beginning  to 
the  time  of  his  death.     In  his  profession  he 

enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him  and  earned  the  enviable  rep- 

utation of  being  a  very  successful  physician 
and  surgeon.  He  was  foremost  in  all  en- 

terprises for  the  advancement  and  better- 
ment of  the  community  in  which  he  lived 

and  was  liberal  and  generous  beyond  his 
means  for  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  or 
the  relief  of  those  who  appealed  to  him.  He 
was  decided  in  his  opinions,  but  always  ready 
to  consider  the  arguments  or  claims  or  those 
who  differed  from  him;  he  was  fair  and 
honorable  in  all  his  business  dealings  and 
frequently  failed  to  collect  his  just  due  be- 

cause he  would  not  oppress  those  whose  phy- 
sical misfortunes  had  made  them  his  cred- 

itors. In  his  professional  capacity  he  came 
into  association  and  sympathy  with  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  but  was  too  busy  with  his 

work  to  take  a„ny  great  part  in  social  amen- 
ities. In  all  of  his  relations  he  was  cheer- 

ful, earnest,  faithful  and  conscientious  and 
at  his  death  the  entire  community  deeply 
felt  and  sincerely  mourned  his  loss. 

HON,  CHARLES   H.  CORBETT. 

Hon.  Charles  H.  Corbett.  one  of  the  fore- 
most business  men  of  the  enterprising  vil- 

lage of  Sherman,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
popular  citizens  of  that  part  of  the  county, 
was  born  at  Mina,  October  5,  1845.  He 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm.  His  parents 
were  Newell  and  Persis  (Newell)  Corbett. 

The  Corbett  and  Newell  families  came 
from  Southern  New  England  and  settled  in 
Mina  and  Sherman  respectively,  about  1825. 
Robert  Corbett,  paternal  grandfather  of 
Charles  H.,  was  a  Chautauqua  pioneer,  from 
Massachusetts,  who  built  and  operated  for 
some  time  the  flouring  mills  at  Findleys 
Lake.  Jesse  Newell,  maternal  grandfather 
of  Charles  H.  Corbett,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
farmers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Presbyterian 
Hill,  Sherman. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the 
district  schools  and  Westfield  Academy,  and 
afterwards  took  the  full  commercial  course 

of  Eastman's  Business  College  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  Of 
an  active  and  ambitious  nature,  he  pro- 

ceeded to  make  use  of  his  scholastic  busi- 
ness training,  and  in  18GG  engaged  as  a 

clerk  with  J.  T.  Green.  This  relation  was 
severed  in  1871,  when  he  bought  the  inter- 

est of  J.  M.  Coveney,  in  the  mercantile  firm 
of  Coveney  &  Hart,  Sherman.  The  firm 
then  became  Hart  &  Corbett.     While  he  has 
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conducted  a  dry  goods  and  general  merchan 
dise  business  on  Main  Street  for  more  than 
a  third  of  a  century,  Mr.  Corbett  has  given 
much  attention  to  public  affairs  in  Sherman. 
He  was  Town  Clerk  for  three  years,  in  1874- 
C.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  School 
board,  chief  of  the  fire  department,  and  in 
1882-3  was  Supervisor  of  Sherman.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  in  the  fall  of  1883 
was  elected  Member  of  Assembly  of  the  First 
Assembly  District,  which  is  strongly  Repub- 

lican, by  a  majority  of  nine  hundred  eighty- 
six.  In  the  Assembly  he  was  made  Chair- 

man of  the  Committee  on  Charitable  and 
Religious  Institutions.  He  has  seiwed  for 
years  as  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  Coun- 

ty Committee,  and  has  also  been  its  Treas- 
urer. He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 

Democratic  State  Committee,  and  his  coun- 
sel and  services  are  at  all  times  valued  by 

Democrats.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Sherman,  widely 
known  as  a  model  financial  institution,  and 
served  as  its  Vice  President  every  year  but 
one. 
Thus  in  widely  varied  spheres  of  activity 

has  Mr.  Corbett  exhibited  the  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  that  command  respect  and 
success — as  a  business  man,  a  financier,  a 
politician.  He  is  one  of  the  most  compan- 

ionable of  men,  and  is  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  many  of  the  foremost  fraternal  orders. 

In  1891  he  was  Grand  Master  of  the  An- 
cient Order  United  Workmen  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and 
part  of  the  time  chairman  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Finance  Committee.  He  is  a  Thir- 

ty-second Degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of 
the  following  named  organizations:  Olive 
Lodge  No.  575,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Westfield  Chapter  No.  239,  Royal  Arch  Ma- 

sons; Dunkirk  Council  No.  25,  Royal  and 
Select  Masons;  Dunkirk  Commandery  No. 
40,  Knights  Templar;  lsmailia  Temple,  No- 

bles Mystic  Shrine,  and  others. 
Mr.  Corbett  married  Narcissa  Dutton  of 

Sherman,  May  13,  1869.  Their  children  are 
Harry  C,  who  died  April  6,  1898,  and  Frank 
D.  Corbett. 

FRANK  D.  CORBETT. 

Frank  D.  Corbett,  son  of  Hon.  Charles  H. 
and  Narcissa  (Dutton)  Corbett,  was  born 
November  23,  1879.  His  paternal  grand- 

parents were  early  settlers  in  the  Towns  of 
Mina  and  Sherman.  Mr.  Corbett  received 
a  common  school  education  and  at  an  early 

age  began  clerking  in  his  father's  store 

which  vocation  he  has  followed  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  On  July  17,  1902,  he  married 

Fanny  Ripley,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Addie  (Coveny)  Ripley  of  Sherman.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Catharine  D.,  born  May 
24,  1903.  Mr.  Corbett  is  a  member  of  Olive 
Lodge,  No.  245,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 

FRANK  D.  CORBETT 

of  Sherman;  Westfield  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Jamestown  Commandery  No.  Gl, 
Knights  Templar;  Jamestown  Lodge,  No. 
2G3,  Benevolent  Order  of  Elks;  Sherman 
Lodge,  No.  45,  Ancient  Order  United  Work- 

men, and  Sherman  Lodge,  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star. 

FREEMAN   L.  MORRIS. 

Freeman  L.  Morris,  son  of  Phineas  Jack- 
son and  Eugenia  F.  (Freeman)  Morris,  was 

born  June  16,  1870,  at  Sherman,  New  York. 
The  Morrises  were  natives  of  New  England 
and  settled  in  the  Town  of  Chautauqua,  in 
1829.  (For  history  of  this  family  see  sketch 
of  Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris,  page  896,  this  vol- 

ume). Leonard  B.  Freeman,  maternal 
grandparent,  was  an  early  settler  in  the 
Town  of  Clymer.  Freeman  L.  Morris  at- 

tended the  Clymer  union  school  until  the 
spring  of  1885,  when  he  entered  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  graduating  from 



SHERMAN. 
1021 

that  institution  in  June,  1889.  He  then  ob- 
tained a  state  scholarship  in  Cornell  Uni- 

versity, which  college  he  entered  in  1889, 
finishing  with  the  class  of  1893,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  In  June, 
1897,  he  completed  the  law  course  at  Cor- 

nell University  College  of  Law,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  and  was  ad- 

FREEMAN  L.  MORRIS 

mitted  to  the  Bar  a  few  weeks  later.  He 

did  not  commence  active  practice  for  him- 
self until  he  returned  to  Sherman  in  1899, 

where  he  now  enjoys  a  good  business. 
Mr.  Morris  married  Miss  Lotta  A.  Pease 

of  Point  Chautauqua,  October  30,  1902.  They 
have  one  son,  Donald  Pease  Morris,  born 
July  7,  1903. 

HERBERT  H.  CORBETT. 

Prominent  among  the  young  business  men 
of  Sherman,  and  also  wellknown  through 
his  connection  with  fraternal  associations, 
is  Herbert  H.  Corbett,  son  of  W.  J.  Corbett, 
who  was  born  in  that  town  in  1877,  and  has 
always  lived  there.  Mr.  Corbett  graduated 

from  Sherman  High  School,  class  of  '9G.  He 
graduated  from  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Busi- 

ness College,  in  189S.  Since  1900  he  has 
been  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  l  he  Sher- 

man Telephone  Company. 
Mr.  Corbett  is  a  member  of  Olive  Lodge 

No.  575,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Sher- 

man; Westfleld  Chapter  No.  239,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Jamestown  Commandery  No.  61, 
Knights  Templar,  and  Ismailia  Temple,  An- 

HERHERT  H.  CORIiETT 

cient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles  Mystic  Shrine, 
Buffalo.  He  is  the  present  Master  of  Sher- 

man Lodge. 

MILES    L.  DORMAN. 

Miles  L.  Dorman,  a  prominent  newspaper- 
man and  printer  of  Chautauqua  County, 

was  born  February  21,  1860,  at  Sherman, 
and  is  a  son  of  Luzern  and  Mary  A.  (Wil- 
lard)  Dorman,  and  grandson  of  Dearing 
Dorman  and  Isaac  Willard,  early  settlers 
in  Sherman.  Mr.  Dorman  attended  the 
Sherman  union  school  up  to  the  time  he 

was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  com- 
menced the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of 

the  Mayville  Sentinel,  continuing  with  E. 
W.  Hoag,  founder  of  the  Chautauqua  News, 
in  187C.  In  August,  1879,  he  published  the 
Findley  Lake  Record  for  fourteen  weeks, 
printed  in  The  News  office.  Going  to  Sin- 
clairville  in  December,  1S79,  he  established 
The  Spectator,  changing  the  name  to  the 

Chautauqua  Commercial  in  1NX2,  continu- 
ing the  same  until  selling  the  paper  to  Mc- 

Lean &  Edson  in  May,  1883,  when  he  went 

to  Medina,  Ohio,  and  worked  on  A.  I.  Root's 
Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture,  until  bis  marriage 
in  1884,  when  he  returned  to  Chautauqua 
County  and  worked  for  a  time  on  the  James- 

town Journal.     Returning  to   Sherman  he 
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published  the  Chautauqua  Rural  Press  for 
a  year  in  188G-87.  On  his  return  to  Medina, 
Ohio,  in  September,  1888,  he  bought  the 
office  of  the  Medina  Democrat  from  the 
Sheriff  and  thereupon  established  the  Me- 

dina Sentinel,  building  the  paper  up  to  an 
average  weekly  circulation  of  2,250  copies. 

This  was  in  the  late  President  McKinley's 
old  Congressional  district.  After  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Dorman  in  1891  he  sold  The  Senti- 

nel and  returned  to  Sherman  and  was  asso- 
ciate editor  of  The  Advance  until  that  pa- 

per was  burned  out  on  January  1,  1895. 
Immediately  after  the  fire,  he  started  a  job 

MILES  L.  DOR  M  A  N 

printing  office  which  is  still  continued  under 
the  firm  name  of  the  Dorman  Printing  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Dorman  was  elected  clerk  of  the 

Town  of  Charlotte  on  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day, in  1881,  and  re-elected  the  following 

year  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was  a 
candidate  of  the  Prohibition  Party  for 
County  Clerk  in  1882,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  largely  independent  in  politics. 
He  has  been  twice  married,  first,  to  Miss 
Hattie  Foote  of  Medina,  Ohio,  March  12, 
1884;  she  died  at  the  same  place,  January 
0,  1891.  Second,  to  Miss  Lena  Buder  of 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  September  20,  1893. 

Mr.  Dorman  is  a  member  of  the  Sherman 
Baptist  Church  and  deacon  and  trustee 
since  1904.  A  member  of  Olive  Lodge,  No. 
575,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Acacia 
Chapter,  No.  9G,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
He  is  a  vigorous  and  talented  writer,  a  good 
printer,  and  thorough  in  the  experiences  of 

practical  every  day  life  as  gained  in  a  news- 
paper office. 

JOHN  T.  GREEN. 

John  T.  Green,  who  has  been  a  leading 
citizen  and  merchant  of  Sherman  for  many 

years,  was  born  January  31,  1829,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, a  pastoral  county  on  the  east 

coast  of  England,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Martha  (Tcmlinson)  Green,  both  na- 

tives of  the  same  place.  His  parents  came 
to  America  in  1830,  locating  near  Utica,  for 
a  short  time,  thence  coming  to  Chautauqua 
Town,  and  finally  settled  in  Sherman,  where 
the  father  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  Super- 

visor of  the  Town  of  Sherman  from  185G  to 

1857,  and  in  1858,  married  Martha  Tomlin- 
son,  by  whom  he  had  five  children.  He 
died  March  25,  18G2,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine 

years. John  T.  Green  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  After  leaving  school  he  learned 
the  carpenter  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  bought  out  the 
firm  of  Adams  &  Harrington,  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  associating  with 
him  W.  F.  Green,  the  firm  name  being  J.  T. 
&  W.  F.  Green,  which  was  dissolved  in  188G, 
John  T.  carrying  on  the  business  alone  until 
1892.  He  also  owns  two  hundred  acres 
of  good  land  near  Sherman,  was  Supervisor 
of  that  town  from  1870  to  1872,  and  was 
again  elected  in  1874.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  when  the  Village  of  Sher- 

man was  formed,  he  was  elected  the  first 
President,  in  October,  1890,  and  at  the 

spring  election  in  1891,  he  was  re-elected. 
This  is  a  distinction  of  which  any  man 
might  feel  proud. 
.John  T.  Green  was  married  January  7, 

1851,  to  Livia  P.  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Ahira 
Hall,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  the  Town  of  Port- 

land, this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  have 
been  blest  with  three  children:  William 
A.,  is  now  in  Australia,  having  been  sent 
there  by  a  manufacturing  syndicate  to  rep- 

resent them;  Frederick  R.,  who  is  the  pres- 
ent cashier  of  the  Fredonia  National  Bank, 

and  Florence,  who  married  Leon  E.  Bly, 
now  resides  in  Charlestown,  Virginia. 
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The  Town  of  Stockton  was  formed 

from 'Chautauqua  February  9,  1821,  and 
was  named  in  honor  of  Richard  Stock- 

ton, a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. In  1850  the  township  was 

enlarged  by  the  annexation  of  a  tier 
and  a  half  of  lots,  twelve  in  number, 

from  the  northern  part  of  Ellery.  Stock- 
ton includes  also  one  tier  of  lots  taken 

from  township  four,  range  thirteen,  on 
its  west  side,  and  contains  an  area  of 

twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
sixty  acres.  Its  surface  is  a  rolling  up- 

land. The  soil  is  a  loam,  clay  in  the 
upland  and  sandy  in  the  valleys.  The 

principal  part  of  Cassadaga  Lake  lies 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  Stockton. 

Bear  Lake  is  partly  in  Stockton,  also, 
about  three  miles  west  of  Cassadaga 
Lake,  and  both  extend  north  into  the 
Town  of  Pomfret.  Their  outlets  are 

Cassadaga  and  Bear  Creek,  respectively, 

which  flow  southerly  and  come  together 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town. 

Their  united  waters  continuing  in  a 

southeasterly  course  across  the  north- 
east corner  of  Ellery,  form,  just  within 

the  west  line  of  Gerry,  a  junction  with 
Mill  Creek.  Cassadaga  Creek,  thus 

augmented,  pursues  a  crooked  course 

through  parts  of  Gerry,  Ellicott  and 
Poland,  and  gives  its  waters  to  the 

Conewango  Creek  in  the  south  of  Po- 
land. Thence  the  stream  is  known  as 

the  Conewango  River,  which  flows 

southward  into  Pennsylvania  and  emp- 
ties into  the  Allegany  River. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Stockton 
was  held  April  3,  1821.  It  was  opened 

at  Abel  Thompson's  and  adjourned  to 
the  schoolhouse  near  D.  Nelson's.  The 

following  officers  were  elected  :  Super- 
visor, Calvin  Warren  ;  Town  Clerk,  John 

Curtis;  Assessors,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Jr., 
Hiram  Lazell,  John  Tyler ;  Overseers 

of  the  Poor,  John  Xewbie,  Joseph  Sack- 
ett ;  Commissioners  of  Highways,  David 
Sackett,  Salmon  Tyler,  Levi  G.  Miller  ; 
Collector,  Hiram  Lazell  ;  Constables, 

Hiram  Lazell,  Newell  Putnam;  Com- 
missioners of  Schools,  Ebenezer  Smith. 

Jr.,  Calvin  Tyler,  Lewis  C.  Todd. 

Jonathan  Bugbee,  a  young  man,  left 
his  home  in  Madison  County  in  1809, 
and  alone  and  on  foot  made  a  tour  of 

inspection  to  the  wilderness  of  central 

Chautauqua.  Amos  Adkins,  a  friendly 
member  of  a  surveying  partv,  gave  him 

guidance  and  advice  and  young  Bugbee 

finally  selected  a  claim  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Centralia,  in  the  southern  part 
of  Stockton.  He  hurriedly  started  a 

clearing  and  gathered  material  for  a 
log  house  and  then  returned  to  Batavia, 
on  his  way  home,  where  he  received 
a  writing  which  would  entitle  him  to 
a  deed  of  two  hundred  five  acres  of  land 

at  two  dollars  and  a  half  an  acre,  pro- 
vided the  price  should  be  paid  within 

a  specified  time.  Bugbee  returned  in 
the  winter  of  181 1,  accompanied  by  his 

parents  and  two  brothers,  Wyman  and 
Simeon.  The  household  goods  and  the 
old  lady  were  conveyed  on  two  sleds, 

drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen,  while  the 
men  came  most  of  the  way  on  foot. 
There  had  been  a  considerable  thaw 

which  melted  the  snow  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  Cassadaga  Creek,  opposite 

the  house  of  Mr.  Barrows,  three  miles 

west  of  Sinclairville,  where  the  Bugbees 

stopped,  was  much  swollen.   The  teams 
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swam  the  creek,  and  the  goods  were 
brought  over  next  day.  Barrows  came 
to  the  aid  of  the  Bugbees  with  a  canoe, 
and  it  was  desired  to  bring  to  the  other 
shore  a  potash  kettle,  which  was  found 
to  be  too  heavy  for  the  canoe.  Wyman 
Rugbee  decided  that  the  kettle  would 

float,  and  volunteered  to  paddle  it 
across  the  creek.  The  kettle  refused 

to  be  navigated,  and  sank  to  the  bot- 
tom. After  the  flood  had  abated  the 

kettle  was  raised  and  did  duty  for  years 

in  the  making  of  black  salts.  The  Bug- 
bees  cut  a  road  through  the  woods  for 
three  miles  to  the  place  where  Jonathan 

had  begun  a  clearing.  About  1821  Jon- 
athan began  business  as  a  hotel  keeper. 

f 

the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  conducted 
himself  with  great  dignity,  attired  in  an 
official  dark  mantle  and  treble  capes. 
In  1 814  Bela  Todd  started  a  log  tavern, 

Dr.  E.  I'.  Steadman  administered  to  the 
sick  and  Lewis  Bump  opened  a  small 

store,  receiving-  supplies  by  the  way  of 
Tinkertown  (now  Dewittville).  The 

first  white  couple  married  in  Stockton 
were  John  West  and  Martin  Barnhart, 
December  31,  18 12,  at  the  house  of 

Samuel  Waterbury.  Mr.  West  opened 
a  log  tavern  and  finally  a  frame  hotel, 

which  he  conducted  about  twenty-five 

years. 
The  State  Gazetteer  savs  that  the 

first  settlement  was  made  in  1810,  in  the 

JOHN  WEST 
STOCKTON'S   KJ  K  ST 

Previous  to  the  return  of  the  Bug- 
bees,  and  in  1810,  other  pioneers  had 

arrived  and  clearings  were  started  by 
John  West,  Bela  Todd  and  Joseph 
Green  of  Herkimer  County,  half  a  mile 

west  of  Bugbees,  while  two  miles  west 
David  Waterbury,  Shadrach  Scofield 
and  Henry  Walker  from  Saratoga 

County,  had  formed  a  settlement.  Sev- 
eral others  came  a  little  later  and  in 

1814  a  log  schoolhouse  was  built.  Dex- 
ter Barnes  built  a  blacksmith  shop  in 

the  locality  and  supplied  the  settlers 
with  axes  and  other  tools.  Henry 
Walker,  who  was  appointed  Justice  of 

MRS.  JOHN  WEST 
BR1D1!    AN'D  GROOM. 

south  part  of  the  town.  The  names, 

however,  of  as  many  as  ten  early  pur- 
chasers were  entered  in  1809,  the  first 

that  of  John  Silsby  on  lot  forty-eight, 
and  it  is  presumed  that  some  of  these 
settled  on  their  lands  the  same  year. 

Henry  Walker's  name  appears  as  that 
of  a  purchaser  in  lot  forty-nine,  in  town- 

ship four,  range  twelve,  May,  1811.  and 
that  of  Scofield  as  a  purchaser  in  lots 

fifty  and  fifty-eight,  October,  181  1. 
Waterbury  appears  only  as  purchaser 

of  lot  one,  township  four,  range  thir- 
teen, now  a  part  of  Stockton,  but  his 

name  was  entered  on  the  land  com- 
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pany's  plat  of  township  four,  range 
twelve,  as  owner  of  the  west  part,  and 
Shadrach  Scofield  of  the  east  half  of 

lot  fifty-seven,  though  neither  appears 
on  the  sales  hook  as  purchaser  of  any 
part  of  that  lot,  which  is  the  southeast 

corner  lot  of  that  township. 

In  Mr.  Crissey's  historical  sketch  of 
Stockton,  he  says  that  Ehenezer  Tyler 
and  Solomon  (Salmon)  Tyler  from 
Greene  County,  John  West,  Joseph 
Green  and  Bela  Todd,  from  Herkimer 
County  settled  on  the  town  line  (south 

line  of  township  four,  range  twelve), 
about  March  i,  1810.  Their  contracts 

are  dated  in  May  of  that  year.  West 

appears  as  purchaser  on  the  sales  book 

in  the  Town  of  Chautauqua,  lot  twenty- 
nine,  in  November,  1810.  The  contract 

of  the  Tylers,  however,  bears  date  April, 

181 1.  In  October,  1810,  Samuel  Wood- 
bury, Shadrach  Scofield  and  Henry 

Walker,  all  from  Saratoga  County,  set- 
tled in  the  western  part  of  the  town. 

The  sketch  says  further  that  Dexter 
Barnes  and  John  Aker  came  in  from 
Herkimer  County  in  181 1.  In  June  of 

that  year  Barnes,  who  was  a  black- 
smith, built  the  first  blacksmith  shop 

in  town,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road, 
a  short  distance  east  of  the  residence  of 

Henry  Alden.  In  March,  1814,  John 
Ecker  (or  Aker)  bought  a  part  of  lot 

forty-one,  though  this  is  probably  the 
person  who  came  in  181  1.  He  was  the 
first  fiddler  in  town  and  his  services 

were  appreciated,  as  many  of  the  set- 
tlers were  fond  of  dancing,  though 

there  were  no  dance  halls,  and  the  log 
Cabins  of  the  settlers,  which  generally 
had  but  one  room  each,  were  not  of 
(sufficient  dimensions  to  accommodate 

many  dancers.  By  summarily  remov- 
ing the  furniture  from  its  usual  position 

space  was  provided  for  single  jigs  and 
French  fours.  In  18  c  1  Comfort  and 

Elisha  Morgan  located  about  a  mile 
north  of  Shadrach  Scofield,  on  lot  fifty- 
eight,  one  of  two  which  Mr.  Scofield 

had  previously  bought,  and  adjoining 
that  on  which  he  resided.  In  1812  the 

war  with  Great  Britain  began,  and  after 
a  time  several  of  the  settlers  were  called 

upon  to  bear  arms  for  their  country. 

From  the  Stockton  region  went  Shad- 
rach Scofield,  Dexter  Barnes,  Bela 

Todd,  Comfort  Morgan,  Elisha  Mor- 
gan, Nathan  Bugbee  and  Wyman  Bug- 

bee.  These  men  were  not  gone  long, 

(in  1 81 3)  until  they  all  returned,  but 
they  had  no  tales  of  conquests  nor  of 
their  exploits  as  heroes.  They  had  been 

up  to  Buffalo,  which  was  burned  by  the 
red  coats  and  Indians.  Comfort  Mor- 

gan brought  back  with  him  a  bullet  in 
his  knee  and  Wyman  Bugbee  a  bullet 
hole  in  his  hat.  Great  fears  were  enter- 

tained of  a  visitation  by  a  hostile  band 
of  Indians,  but  it  was  not  long  before 

the  enemy  was  routed  in  the  struggle 
for  the  possession  of  Fort  Erie,  and,  as 
there  was  no  more  trouble  with  the 

British  and  Indians,  the  pioneers  re- 
sumed the  pursuits  of  peace. 

The  first  settlement  in  Bear  Creek 

Valley  was  by  Benjamin  Miller,  who 

came  from  Oneida  County  in  181 1,  with 

an  ox  team  and  hired  help,  and  built 

a  shanty  of  poles  and  hemlock  boughs 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Delanti. 

After  a  stay  of  about  two  years,  Mr. 

Miller  went  back  to  Oneida  County, 

where  he  remained  until  danger  of  mo- 
lestation by  those  making  war  on  the 

country  was  over,  when  he  returned  to 
his  farm,  where  he  resided  till  his  death, 

in  1857.  The  fear  of  invasion  of  their 

property  and  possible  slaughter  of 

themselves  during  the  period  of  trou- 
ble with  Great  Britain  caused  many 

settlers  to  pursue  a  course  similar  to 
that  of  Mr.  Miller.  His  children  were 

William  O.  and  Linus  W.,  farmers,  and 

Laura,  who  married  Origen  Crissey; 

Elvira,  who  became  Mrs.  John  L.  Kazer, 

and  Irene,  who  married  Royal  L.  Car- 
ter. 
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Abel  Thompson  came  from  Sanger- 
field,  New  York,  in  June,  1812,  and 

bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land  from 

lot  twenty-nine  and  one  hundred  sev- 

enty-eight acres  from  lot  thirty-seven ; 
including  the  farm  owned  many  years 
later  by  Truman  Todd,  and  extending 
west  beyond  the  creek  and  north  to 

and  including  a  small  part  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Delanti,  where  he  was  the  first 

settler.  His  house  was  a  square  log 
pen  and  the  lloor  was  of  split  logs. 
There  was  no  chimney,  but  there  was 
a  hole  in  one  end  of  the  roof  which 

served  the  double  purpose  of  a  place 
for  the  escape  of  smoke  and  a  window. 
His  fires  were  built  on  the  ground  at 
the  end  of  the  house,  where  the  logs 

forming  a  part  of  the  structure  were 
protected  from  being  consumed  by 

large  back  logs.  In  the  spring  of  181 3, 

while  the  snow  was  yet  deep  and  cov- 
ered with  a  crust,  he  brought  his  family 

with  an  ox  team.  The  work  of  moving 
was  laborious  and  slow,  because  the 

oxen  broke  through  the  crust  continu- 
ally. Thompson  unloaded  his  goods  at 

Mr.  Miller's  on  the  snow.  It  required 
two  days  to  cut  and  break  a  road 
through  the  thick  underbrush  to  Mr. 

Thompson's  house,  a  distance  of  three 
quarters  of  a  mile.  Mr.  Thompson  died 

in  1831.    He  had  several  sons,  including 
orace  and  Newell  C.  The  -little  settle- 

ment where  Thompson  lived  was  early 
known  as  Bear  Creek  Corners.  Among 
those  who  soon  followed  were  Eaton 

Ford,  Samuel  Crissey,  Gould  Crissey, 
Christopher  Smith,  John  Mitchell,  Levi 
C.  Miller,  Truman  Todd,  Hiram  Lazell, 

shoemaker,  Carlton  Jones,  physician, 
and  Mr.  Hines,  a  carpenter.  James 

Haywood  opened  a  store  in  1817,  and 
in  the  same  year  a  Baptist  Church  was 

organized  by  Revs.  Joy  Handy  and  Asa 
Turner.  Early  in  [812  Othello  Church 
settled  at  the  outlet  of  Cassadaga  Lake, 

followed  soon  after  by  Tchabod  Fisher, 
Elmer   Wood,    Nehemiah  Woodcock, 

Nathaniel  Smith,  /Miner  Putnam,  Philip 

Phillips  and  others,  all  from  the  eastern 
counties  of  New  York,  except  one  or 

PHILIP  PHILLIPS 
CELEBRATED  SINOKK. 

two  families  from  New  England.  A 
few  of  them  settled  west  of  Cassadaga 
Creek. 

Hiram  Lazell,  a  shoemaker,  and 

Elijah  Nelson  were  prominent  in  the 

early  settling  and  building  up  of  Del- 
anti. They  came  in  181 5,  from  Massa- 

chusetts, liked  the  prospect  and  went 
back  to  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose, 

it  would  appear,  of  getting  married,  for 
they  returned  in  November,  1817,  and 
not  alone.  That  Hiram  Lazell  was  a 

jforce  in  the  community,  is  attested  by 
the  fact  that  at  die  first  town  meeting, 

in  1821,  he  was  made  an  Assessor,  Col- 
lector and  Constable;  so  lie  could  assess 

taxes,  go  out  in  another  official  capacity 
to  collect  the  tax  he  had  imposed,  and 

finally  enforce  the  collection  as  Con- 
stable in  the  event  of  his  finding  a  balky 

or  refractory  citizen. 

Samuel  Shepard,  Aaron  Lyon  and 
Ira  Jennings  came  from  Massachusetts 

in  [819,  Mr.  Shepard  was  the  first  Jus- 
tice in   the   town.     .Mr.   Lyon   was  an 
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early  settler  on  the  west  side  of  Cassa- 

daga  Lake,  on  lot  forty-eight,  near  the 
town  line,  where  Franklin,  his  son, 

afterwards  resided,  though  he  appears 
as  an  original  purchaser  in  lot  twelve, 

in  June,  1817.  Mary  Lyon,  founder  of 
the  Holyoke  Female  Seminary,  in 
Massachusetts,  was  his  sister.  He  had 

two  sons  and  eight  daughters.  Five 

of  the  girls  married  ministers,  and  Lucy 
and  Freelove  were  the  first  and  second 

wives  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lord,  a  missionary 
to  Ningpo,  China,  and  missionaries 
themselves.    Mr.  Lyon  was  for  a  long 

SAMUEL SHEFARD 
An  Early  Settler 

time  a  Justice  in  Stockton  and  Super- 
visor for  several  terms. 

In  1 8 [6  Ichabod  Fisher  kept  tavern 

in  Cassadaga,  Henry  Walker  was  a 

storekeeper,  Grove  Page  attended  to 
the  physical  ailments  of  the  people  and 
Ammi  Richard  mended  their  shoes. 

James  Beebe  was  the  first  Postmaster. 

The  first  religious  society  was  the  Bap- 
tist  Church,   organized   December  1, 

Resolved  W.  Fenner,  a  native  of 

Rhode    Island,    came    to  Chautauqua 

County  from  Madison  County,  New 
York,  in  November,  1819,  and  bought 
land  from  Abel  Brunson,  a  part  of  lot 
fifteen,  township  three,  range  twelve. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  also  worked  at 

his  trade,  that  of  a  cooper.  Washing- 
ton Winsor,  a  Baptist  minister  who 

preached  at  Stockton  and  Carroll,  and 
afterwards  at  Cassadaga,  where  he  died 
in  1840,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
who  came  from  Otsego  County,  New 

York,  and  settled  near  Delanti  in  1827. 

Amos  Brunson,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, was  a  man  of  almost  phenom- 

enal energy  and  was  said  to  have  been 
one  of  a  hundred  of  the  first  settlers 

who  were  able  to  pay  for  their  lands 
according  to  contract.  In  1824  he  built 
a  frame  house  and  opened  a  tavern.  In 

1838  he  built  a  sawmill,  which  enter- 
prise failed,  from  lack  of  water.  Mr. 

Brunson  married  Sallie  Love  in  1809. 

They  had  twelve  children. 

John  West,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, came  to  Chautauqua  County  in 

1810,  and  with  Dexter  Barnes  helped 
clear  the  site  of  the  county  poor  house. 

These  two  young  men,  and  Peter  Barn- 
hart  took  a  contract  from  William  Pea- 

cock, agent  of  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany, to  cut  a  road  from  the  fourteen 

mile  stake,  east  of  the  land  office,  to  the 

Cattaraugus  line,  and  then  seven  and 

one-fourth  miles  beyond  to  the  old  In- 
dian road  leading  from  Cattaraugus 

to  the  Allegany  River. 

Stephen  Messenger,  a  blacksmith, 
was  an  early  settler,  in  whose  family  an 

extraordinary  number  of  deaths  oc- 
curred in  a  few  years.  Abel  Beebe 

moved  from  Buffalo  to  Stockton  in 

1809,  cutting  his  way  through  the  woods 
from  Laona.  Beebe,  Joel  Fisher  and 
Othello  Church  were  the  only  persons 

who  spent  the  winter  of  1809-10  in  the 
neighborhood. 

The  first  birth  in  Stockton  is  said  to 

have  been  that  of  William  Walker,  Au- 

gust 25,  181  r.     The  first  school  was 
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taught  by  Abagail  Durfec,  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  in  the  summer  of 

1 815.  Ichabod  Fisher  kept  the  first 
tavern  at  Cassadaga  in  1811.  Elijah 
Nelson  kept  the  first  one  at  Stockton. 

Mr.  Crissey,  in  his  historical  sketch  of 

Stockton,  says:  "Lazell  had  built  a  log 
shoeshop,  where  now  stands  the  resi- 

dence of  John  E.  Tew.  In  the  upper 
part  of  this  shoe  shop,  James  Haywood 

kept  the  first  store."  Later  merchants 
were  McClure  &  Holbrook,  Aaron 

Waddington  and  John  Z.  Saxton.  Ear- 
ly physicians  were  Carleton  Jones 

(1818),  who  afterwards  went  to  West- 
field,  E.  P.  Stedman,  Waterman  Ells- 

worth, George  S.  Harrison,  Humphrey 
Sherman  and  Justin  Thompson,  who 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  Civil  War  and 

escaped  from  a  prison  pen  by  digging 
under  the  wall. 

Origen  Crissey  was  the  first  wagon 
maker.  Levi  Holmes  many  years  latei 
built  a  wagon  and  carriage  shop  at 
which  an  extensive  business  was  done. 

Hiram  Shaw,  a  cabinet  maker,  estab- 

lished a  shop  about  1830.  Seth  Dun- 
can succeeded  him,  and  carried  on  a 

business  for  some  thirty  years. 

An  early  industry  was  lumbering,  and 
quite  a  number  of  mills  were  built  on 

the  Cassadaga.  A  gristmill  and  a  saw- 
mill were  built  about  1817  or  1818, 

where  now  the  Village  of  Stockton  is. 

by  John  Hiries,  Hiram  Lazell  and  Eli- 
jah Nelson.  Obed  Taylor,  Samuel 

Shepard  and  David  Sacket  subsequent- 
ly became  interested  in  it  ;  Sacket  later 

built  a  gristmill,  w  hich  was  sold  to  Jos- 

eph S.  Sacket,  Truman  Todd  and  Mil- 
ton Smith.  David  Sacket  and  Aaron 

Lyon  built  a  gristmill  and  a  sawmill 
about  1 82 1  at  Cassadaga  Lake,  where 

the  necessary  water  power  was  provid- 
ed for  by  the  construction  of  a  dam. 

Bela  Todd  built  a  sawmill  on  the  creek, 
five  miles  from  the  lake,  about  1829, 

which  he  sold  to  Charles  D.  Cooper, 

who  also  built  a  carding  and  cloth  dres- 
sing establishment.  Benjamin  Miller 

built  a  sawmill  about  1826  three-fourths 

of  a  mile  above  the  village.  Dascom 

and  Newton  Taylor  built  a  steam  saw- 

mill about  1868,  which  they  sold  to  Har- 
rison Price  and  Oren  Miles.  Later 

planning  and  shingle  mills  were  at- 
tached. A  steam  sawmill  was  begun 

three  or  four  miles  from  Stockton,  in 

1850  and  completed  by  Philip  Lazell. 
It  was  burned  in  1854.  On  the  Bugbee 

brook  near  the  site  of  this  mill,  a  saw- 
mill was  built  in  1830  and  burned  in 1835. 

R.  W.  Fenner  and  his  son  Christo- 

pher built  a  sawmill  on  Cassadaga 
Creek  in  1824.  R.  W.  Fenner  and 

Forbes  Johnson  built  the  first  gristmill 
in  that  part  of  the  town,  in  1827.  About 

CASSADAGA  LAKE. 
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1835  these  mills  were  bought  by  Henry 
Love.  After  his  death  they  became  the 

property  of  Forbes  Johnson  and  John 
A.  Fenner.  In  1839  the  sawmill  was 
torn  down,  and  a  new  one  built  about 

forty  rods  east  of  the  first.  About  1856 
E.  J.  Spencer,  Osmand  Johnson  and 
John  A.  Fenner  became  owners  of  the 

gristmill  and  put  in  machinery  for  plan- 
ing and  matching  boards.  In  1868  a 

gristmill  with  modern  improvements 
was  built  in  the  place  of  the  old  one  by 
Osmand  Johnson  and  E.  J.  Spencer. 
In  1:869  Spencer  sold  his  interest. 
Forbes  Johnson  and  his  sons  Owen  and 

Edwin,  who  owned  the  mill  in  1869,  ex- 
changed it  with  James  Austin  for  a 

dairy  farm  in  Ellery.  This  mill  is  said 
to  have  turned  out  seven  hundred  fifty 

thousand  feet  of  lumber  in  a  year,  be- 
sides large  quantities  of  pine  and  hem- 

lock shingles,  lath,  etc. 
In  t8ti  the  Holland  Land  Companv 

began  the  opening  of  a  primitive  high- 
way from  Mayville  eastward  to  the 

Genesee  River,  and  its  course  lav 

through  the  Town  of  Stockton.  The 

road  was  soon  traveled  quite  extensive- 
ly and  half  a  dozen  different  landlords 

opened  taverns  in  the  early  days,  where 
many  travelers  were  accommodated. 
Ample  frame  buildings  in  some  cases 

replaced  the  log  cabins  which  were  first 
opened  as  hotels.  James  Dyer,  James 

Colby  and  Henry  K.  Gravit  were  early 

inn-keepers,  besides  several  who  have 
already  been  mentioned.  Dr.  Water- 

man Ellsworth  was  the  first  Postmaster 

at  Delanti,  now  Stockton,  which  name 
Delanti  was  adopted  in  January,  1833, 

at  a  meeting  of  citizens  held  for  the 

'selection  of  a  name.  Amos  Crane  pre- 
sided at  this  meeting  and  Milton  Smith 

was  Secretary.  Loraine  Danforth,  a 
teacher  of  the  village,  selected  the 
name.  Stockton  has  a  railway,  with 

two  stations,  and  is  well  provided  with 

postal  facilities. 
Stockton  is  a  leading  dairy  town  of 

the  county,  and  has  many  butter  and 
cheese  factories.  Bear  Lake  and  other 

waters  of  Stockton,  have  had  an  abund- 
ance of  fish.  The  scenery  at  Cassadaga 

Lake,  etc.,  is  almost  inexpressibly  beau- 
tiful and  fascinating.  A  large  and  rich 

deposit  of  shell  marl  underlies  the  bed 
of  the  ancient  Cassadaga  Lake,  which 

includes  the  lakes  and  surrounding 

swamps  and  marshes.  It  has  been 
shown  to  be  nearly  pure  carbonate  of 
lime,  almost  exactly  the  same  material 
as  that  of  the  English  chalk  cliffs,  from 
which  the  famed  Portland  cement  is 
made.    A  dark  colored  lime  from  this 

CASSADAGA  VILLAGE. 
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marl  was  used  in  the  early  days  for 
plastering.  The  Chautauqua  Cement 

Company  was  organized  in  1890,  be- 
came possessed  of  a  large  amount  of 

land  and  a  mill  and  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cement,  adjoining  the  Dun- 

kirk, Allegheny  Valley  &  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  near  Cassadaga. 

Cassadaga  Village  has  good  schools, 

churches  and  business  places,  and  is  ?, 
popular  summer  resort.  An  extensive 

industry  is  the  grape  basket  factory, 
which  turns  out  millions  of  baskets.  A 

steam  mill  where  are  made  sash,  doors, 

veranda  posts,  etc.,  a  feed  mill,  a  cream- 
ery, a  saw  and  planing  mill,  a  cheese 

box  factory  and  other  industries  belong 
to  Cassadaga.  A  sanitarium  is  also 
situated  there. 

The  Cassadaga  Navigation  Company 
was  formed  and  incorporated  in  1827, 

with  a  capital  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

Cassadaga  from  its  source  to  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Conewango,  and  also  to 

improve  the  navigation  of  the  Cone- 
wango to  the  state  line.  Walter  Smith, 

an  enterprising  citizen,  conceived  the 

idea  of  opening  the  Cassadaga  and  Con- 
ewango to  keelboats.  A  boat  twenty- 

five  feet  long  was  constructed,  which 

brought  a  load  of  salt  up  the  Cone- 
wango and  Cassadaga  to  Cassadaga 

Lake,  went  back  with  a  light  cargo  and 
again  ascended  the  streams  part  way, 

but  the  water  in  the  Cassadaga  lowered 

decidedly  after  the  channel  was  cleared 

and  navigation  was  found  impracticable. 

SI  A.  IN  STREET— STOCKTON. 
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CHURCHES. 

The  Baptists  were  early  to  organize,  and 
a  church  was  formed  in  1808  near  Chautau- 

qua Lake.  This  was  divided  in  two  in  1817, 
one  of  which  in  April,  1821,  became  the  Bap- 

tist Church  of  Stockton,  and  in  October, 
1821,  the  First  Baptist  Congregational  So- 

ciety was  incorporated  and  received  a  grant 
of  fifty  acres  of  land  offered  by  the  Holland 
Land  Company  to  the  first  two  churches. 
The  settlers  of  Bear  Creek  Valley  organized 

in  1817  at  Delanti  the  "Third  Baptist  Church 
of  Chautauqua."  Cassadaga  Baptist  Church 
was  organized  May  8,  1834.  A  Congrega- 

tional Church  was  organized  in  1815.  The 
Methodists  have  held  meetings  since  1825. 
The  church  at  Oregon  was  organized  in 
1839  or  1840.  The  "Christian"  Church  was 
formed  at  Delanti  in  1825.  The  Universal- 
ists  and  Lnited  Brethren  have  had  societies 
since  1850. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    IN  TOWNSHIP 

FOUR,  RANGE  TWELVE. 

1809.  November,  Hezekiah  Vial,  38. 
1810.  May,  Joseph  Green,  49;  Bela  Todd, 

33;  Benjamin  Miller,  39.  June,  Lawrence 
Scofield,  50. 

1811.  April,  Bbenezer  and  Salmon  Tyler, 
33;  Silas  Gates,  24;  Hezekiah  Vial,  32; 

Henry  Walker,  49.  August,  Benjamin  Mil- 
ler 31.  October,  Shadrach  Scofield,  50,  58. 

November,  Zattu  Cushing,  32. 
1812.  June,  Abel  Thompson,  29,  37. 
1815.     April,   Calvin  Nelson,   29;  Alfred 

Trow,  29.  May,  Frederic  Sprague,  25; 
James  Haywood,  28,  3G;  George  Porter,  Jr., 
34;  Aaron  Jones,  48;  Bela  Todd,  11.  June, 
Levi  C.  Miller,  40.  August,  Jesse  Higgins, 
37.  September,  Samuel  Crissey,  40;  Joseph 
Sackett,  23.  October,  Thomas  Curtis,  19,  20; 
Zaheth  Higgins,  37. 

1810.  May,  Hiram  Lazell,  21;  Calvin 
Hitchcock,  19;  Edward  Ellis,  21.  July, 
Aaron  Smith,  13;  Sawyer  Phillips,  15; 
Stephen  Williams,  41.  September,-  Gould 
Crissey,  45.  October,  Adam  McNitt,  13;  Jos- 

eph Sackett,  14;  David  Sackett,  11.  Decem- 
ber, Elijah  Nelson,  45;  Philip  Phillips,  15. 

1817.  April,  Jeduthan  Smith,  15;  Eben- 
ezer  Smith,  Jr.,  6.  June,  Aaron  Lyon,  12; 
Calvin  Smith,  20. 

1818.  March,  Alva  Lazell,  27.  May,  Lewis 
C.  Todd,  10. 
1819.  May,  Gilbert  Putnam,  33;  Aretus 

Rogers,  43,  44.  July,  Calvin  Warren,  40; 
Levi  C.  Miller  and  Parley  Munger,  40. 

1821.  October,  Philip  Phillips,  6;  Stephen 
Crane,  44;  Jonathan  Clark,  22,  23;  Hiram 
Jones,  22;  Robert  Belding,  22;  Nathan 
Smith,  22,  23.    Israel  Smith,  22. 

1822.  May,  William  A.  Glisson,  3.  July, 
Ebenezer  Smith,  Jr.,  5.  September,  Zepha- 
niah  Rogers,  43. 

1823.  February,  Stephen  Crane,  35. 
March,  Harvey  Gibbs,  54. 

1824.  March,  John  Russell,  2.  April, 
Thomas  Todd,  62.  May,  Robert  Padden,  62; 
Bela  Tocld,  11.  June,  Daniel  Johnson,  61; 
Franklin  Blackmer,  61;  Alvin  Crissey,  31. 

September,  Stephen  Crane,  53;  Ely  F.  Mun- 
ger, 31.    October,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Jr.,  14. 

1825.  May,  Elam  Todd,  64.  September, 
John  Brown,  60. 

1826.  January,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  52. 
October,  James  Morrill,  51. 
1827.  February,  Thomas  Francis,  51; 

James  Francis,  51.  June,  William  Weed, 
51.  August,  Andrew  Putnam,  25.  Russell 
Reed,  51.  September,  Abraham  Bennett,  35. 
October,  Thomas  Carlisle,  35. 

1828.  March,  Alanson  McClary,  43;  Na- 
thaniel Getchell,  51;  William  Sabin,  43. 

June,  Edwin  Francis,  59.  July,  William  B. 
Brooks,  59.  August,  James  Duncan,  55; 

George  Dye,  35.  September,  David  L.  Getch- 
ell, 35;  Jesse  Wells,  43. 

1829.  January,  Ephraim  Sanlord,  43. 
February,  Abel  White,  10.  March,  William 
Weed,  51;  Eliakim  Lindsey,  59;  Bela  Tracy, 
1,  2.  July,  Josiah  Richardson,  5.  August, 
John  Scovel,  10.  September,  Abraham 
Eddy,  26.  October,  Mason  Tower,  10;  David 
L.  Hills,  64;  Joel  Rogers,  64.  December, 
Heman  Padden,  60.  November,  Foster 
Mitchell,  55. 

1830.  March,  George  Cipperly,  4.  April, 
Fordam  Pease,  60.  May,  Titus  Johnson,  60; 
Eleazer  Flagg,  Jr.,  25.  October,  Henry  H. 

Haner,  2;  James  Jones,  27;  Elisha  B.  Ros- 
siter,  64.  November,  Waterman  Ellsworth 

and  others,  42-;  Adna  Lamson,  3;  Andrew 
Putnam  and  others,  42;  Samuel  Palmer,  58; 
David  Hills,  64. 

1831.  January,  Abraham  Bennett,  44. 
May,  Nathan  Brown,  63;  Charles  Brown,  55. 

TOWNSHIP  THREE,  RANGE  TWELVE. 

1S09.    November,  John  Fish,  32. 
1810.  March,  Timothy  Russell,  64. 
1811.  April,  Ebenezer  Tyler,  48;  Jonathan 

Bugbee,  Jr.,  40. 
1817.  February,  Amos  Inman,  40;  Phil- 

ander Branson,  15.    July,  Newell  Putnam  32. 
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1822.    August,  John  O.  Harris,  10. 
1830.  September,  Justus  Jones,  56.  No- 

vember, Samuel  Jones,  23.  December,  Hor- 
ace Brunson,  23. 

TOWNSHIP  FOUR,  RANGE  THIRTEEN. 

1811.  June,  Roswell  Ladd,  2.  August, 
Thomas  Smith,  4;  James  Dyer,  1;  David 
Waterbury,  1;  Pelig  Scofield,  7. 

1S2G.  February,  Almon  and  Heman  Bar- 
ber, 5;  Samuel  S.  Jones  and  Abel  J.  Par- 
ker, G. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1821-2.  Calvin  Warren;  1823-4-5,  Henry 
Walker;  182G,  Calvin  Warren;  1827,  W.  Ells- 

worth; 1828,  Aaron  Lyon;  1829-30,  Hiram 
Lazell;  1831-2,  W.  Ellsworth;  1833,  John 
Grant;  1834,  John  Lyon;  1835,  John  Grant; 
183G-7;  Calvin  Smith;  1838-9,  Chauncey  War- 

ren; 1840-1,  Delos  Beebe;  1842,  Philip  La- 
zell; 1843-4,  Thomas  Rolph;  1845,  Chauncey 

Warren;  184G,  Eleazer  Flagg,  Jr.;  1847, 
Chauncey  Warren;  184G,  Eleazer  Flagg,  Jr.; 
1847,  Chauncey  Warren;  1848-9-50-1-2-3,  Mil- 

ton Smith;  854,  George  S.  Harrison;  1855, 
Judge  L.  Bugbee;  185G,  Ebenezer  Moon; 
1857-8,  W.  P.  Burdick;  1859,  Judge  L.  Bug- 
bee;  18G0-1,  Philip  Lazell;  18G2-3,  Merrill 
Crissey;  18G4-5,  Harlow  Crissey;  18GG-7,  Eli- 
phalet  Mitchell;  18G8-9,  Chauncey  Warren; 
1870-1,  Walker  Parkhurst;  1872-3,  Joseph 
E.  Batchellor;  1874-5-G-7-8-9,  Lucian  C.  War- 

ren; 1880-1,  Charles  W. Chapman;  1882-3,  Jay 
A.  Flagg;  1884,  Darius  G.  Pickett;  1885,  P. 
M.  Miller;  188G-7-8-9,  Newton  Crissey;  1890, 
Lucian  C.  Warren;  1891,  Charles  D.  Payne; 
1892-3-4-5-G-7,  C.  Frank  Chapman;  1898-9, 
Micliael  C.  Donovan;  1^00-1-2-3,  Lucian  C. 
Warren;  1904-05,  Michael  C.  Donovan. 

EUGENE  CHESTER  STRAIGHT. 

Eugene  Chester  Straight,  one  of  the  best 
known  creamery  proprietors  in  the  county, 
was  born  in  Laona,  July  17,  18G0.  He  is  the 
descendant  of  men  who  early  settled  in 
Chaulauqua  oCunty  and  participated  in  the 
development  of  the  natural  resources  of  this 
westerly  portion  of  the  Empire  common- 

wealth. His  grandfather,  Alanson  C. 
Straight,  settled  in  the  Town  of  Charlotte 
as  early  as  182G  and  it  is  recorded  that  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Erastus  W.  Ramsdell, 
located  a  homestead  in  the  Town  of  Pom- 
fret  on  November  9,  1829.    The  subject  of 

this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Albertus  A. 

Straight.  As  a  matter  of  course,  he  com- 
menced his  elementary  education  in  the 

Laona  district  school  in  the  year  18G8,  and 
nine  years  later  he  completed  his  studies 
in  the  Fredonia  Normal  School.  It  was  in 
1878  that  he  commenced  to  drill  oil  wells  at 
Duke  Center  in  company  with  A.  J.  Tucker. 
Three  years  later  in  co-partnership  with 
George  Ball  he  drilled  wells  at  Rexford, 

Pennsylvania.  This  completed  his  experi- 
ments in  that  direction,  he  deciding  to  enter 

the  business  in  which  he  has  become  one 
of  the  leaders  in  Chautauqua  County. 

Since  the  date  indicated  the  time  of  Mr. 

Straight  has  been  divided  between  agricul- 
tural and  attending  to  his  interests  in  the 

creamery  business.  In  1884  he  commenced 
farming  in  Arkwright.  At  the  present  time, 
he  owns  and  conducts  four  farms,  containing 
six  hundred  eight  acres.  He  keeps  one  hun- 

dred ten  milch  cows  on  those  farms  and  they 
are  maintained  in  connection  with  his  large 
creamery  interests  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  county.  It  was  in  188G  that  Mr.  Straight 
entered  the  creamery  business  by  building 
the  creamery  at  South  Pomfret.  Two  years 
later  he  purchased  with  S.  G.  Bartlett,  the 
creamery  at  Cassadaga  and  he  conducts  that 
business  at  the  present  time.  During  the 
year  1901,  the  Cassadaga  Creamery  used  the 
milk  from  seven  hundred  cows.  The  extent 
of  the  business  may  be  gleaned  from  the 
fact  that  during  the  course  of  the  season 
mentioned  this  particular  creamery  sold 
eleven  thousand  gallons  of  cream  to  the 
I.  X.  L.  Ice  Cream  Company  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania.  But  Mr.  Straight  has  been  in 
other  ventures  of  this  nature,  his  success 
being  quite  uniform.  From  1SS8  to  1892, 
he  was  the  proprietor  of  the  creamery  at 
South  Pomfret  in  connection  with  O.  C. 

Gage.  During  1897  and  for  two  years  there- 
after, C.  T.  Landas  and  Mr.  Straight  owned 

the  creamery  at  Bear  Creek.  This  outline 
suffices  to  show  that  Mr.  Straight,  has  been 
active  in  the  production  of  the  butter, 
which  like  the  name  of  the  county  in  which 
it  is  manufactured,  is  known  throughout  the 
nation. 

In  connection  with  his  business  enter- 
prises, Mr.  Straight  has  been  active  in  fra- 
ternal organizations.  Since  1S8S  he  has 

been  a  member  of  Chautauqua  Lodge.  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  1892 

he  was  a  charter  member  of  Cassadaga 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
No.  G4G;  Cassadaga  Tent  No-  295,  listed  him 
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as  a  member  in  1895.  As  a  matter  of  voca- 
tion he  affiliated  with  the  Cassadaga  Grange 

in  1899. 
Mr.  Straight  and  Anna  Louise  Nelson  were 

united  in  marriage  at  Cassadaga  on  March 
G,  1882.  Since  the  year  1888  the  have  resid- 

ed in  Cassadaga.  The  family  includes  Ralph 
C,  Emma  A.,  Hattie  M.,  Albert  A.,  Lena  P., 
Fern  G,  and  Florence  G.  Straight.  The 
happy  family  occupy  a  comfortable  home  in 
Cassadaga  Village. 

HENRY  W.  SEYMOUR. 

Henry  W.  Seymour,  a  respected  pioneer 
of  Chautauqua  County  resides  at  Stockton, 
but  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Luzern,  War- 

ren County,  New  York,  October  24,  182G,  and 
came,  with  his  parents,  to  this  county  in  No- 

vember, 1832.  He  was  the  son  of  Allen  Sey- 
mour and  grandson  of  Aaron  Seymour  who 

were  for  many  years  residents  of  Hartford, 

Connecticut.  His  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Patience  Bennett. 

Allen  Seymour  and  his  family  passed  the 
winter  of  1832  in  the  Village  of  Bear  Creek 
and  in  April,  1833,  settled  upon  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  west  side  of  Bear  Creek,  one 
mile  from  the  Village  of  Delanti.  That  tract 

has  ever  since  been  known  as  the  "Sey- 
mour Farm,"  in  School  District  No.  2.  There 

the  early  life  of  Henry  W.  Seymour  was 
spent  and  he  is  still  the  owner  of  the  old 
home  farm. 

Mr.  Seymour  received  his  education  in  the 
common  school  of  District  No.  2  and  studied 
under  such  tutors  as  J.  L.  Bugbee,  Worthy 
Putnam,  Eli  Merrill  and  Ansel  Burr,  all  of 
whom  were  successively  School  Commis- 

sioners and  used  to  visit  the  school  dis- 
trict at  stated  intervals  for  the  purpose 

of  holding  teachers'  examinations.  From 
Commissioner  Burr  Mr.  Seymour  received 
the  following  license  as  a  teacher: 

"1  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined 
Mr.  Henry  W.  Seymour  and  do  believe  that 
he  is  well  qualified  in  respect  to  moral  char- 

acter, learning  and  ability,  to  instruct  a 
common  school  in  this  town,  for  one  year 
from  the  date  hereof.  Given  under  my  hand 
at  Stockton,  this  19th  day  of  November, 
1847,  A.  A.  Burr,  Town  Superintendent  of 

Common  Schools  for  the  Town  of  Stockton." 
On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1849,  at 

Glenn  Falls,  New  York,  Mr.  Seymour  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Almira  Ashley 
Pike,  of  that  city  with  whom  he  lived  hap- 

pily until  her  death  on  May  15,  1S93.  To 

them  were  born  two  children  Mary  E.  Sey- 
mour and  Edward  H.  Seymour,  neither  of 

whom  are  now  living.  On  February  14,  1895, 
Mr.  Seymour  was  wedded  to  F.  Florelle  Put- 

nam of  Stockton,  daughter  of  Elisha  and 
Fanny  Putnam  and  granddaughter  of  Abner 
Putnam. 

Later  in  life  Mr.  Seymour  and  his  wife  F. 

Florelle  Seymour,  took  up  the  "Chautauqua 
Literary  and  Scientific  Circle"  course  of 
study,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1901. 

Mr.  Seymour  after  leaving  school  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cooper  and  for  several  years 

was  actively  engaged  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness.   For  fifteen  years  he  was  engaged  in 

HENRY  W.  SEYMOUK 

organizing  and  maintaining  the  insurance 

order  known  as  the  "Empire  State  Degree 
of  Honor,"  retiring  from  that  position  in 
June,  1901.  He  has  always  been  a  believer 
in  fraternal  organizations  and  was  a  charter 
member  of  Stockton  Lodge  No.  33,  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  still  retaining  his 
membership. 

Mi-.  Seymour  is  a  public  spirited  citizen 
and  inaugurated  plans  for  banking  privi- 

leges in  Stockton.  He  was  also  a  charter 

member  of  the  "Greenwood  Cemetery  Asso- 
ciation" at  Stockton  and  was  actively  en- 

gaged in  its  development.    But  perhaps  his 
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greatest  benevolence  was  the  erecting  and 
presenting  to  the  Town  of  Stockton  a  build- 

ing for  the  "Mary  E.  Seymour  Memorial 
Free  Library,'  in  1899.  By  the  liberty  of  Mr. 
Seymour  the  library  has  at  this  date  over 
two  thousand  volumes  open  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Seymour  has  never  sought  or  held 
public  office,  and  has  been  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Prohibition  Party.  He 
voted  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  for  Ab- 

raham Lincoln  in  I860  and  18G4  and  for 
U.  S.  Grant  in  18G8.  In  1872  he  cast  the 
only  vote  in  Stockton  for  Neal  Dow  and 
since  that  time  has  steadily  voted  the  Pro- 

hibition ticket.  On  March  7,  1841,  he  united 
with  the  Stockton  Baptist  Church  and  has 
been  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of 

that  religious  body.  He  is  at  present  resid- 
ing on  the  farm  in  Stockton  Village,  which 

has  been  his  residence  since  1875. 

EMPIRE  STATE  DEGREE  OF  HONOR. 

An  important  organization  having  its  home 
in  Stockton,  and  which  aims  and  claims  to 

furnish  "life  insurance  on  the  most  simple 
and  equitable  plan,"  is  the  Empire  State 
Degree  of  Honor,  which  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
May,  1886.  Henry  W.  Seymour  was  the 
prime  mover  in  its  organization,  and  was 
its  Secretary  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
growth  of  the  order  was  slow  for  some 
time,  but  as  it  was  made  known  to  the  pub- 

lic through  Mr.  Seymour's  untiring  personal 
efforts,  it  soon  became  one  of  the  popular  in- 

surance organizations  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  has  distributed  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  to  the  beneficiaries  of  its  policy 
holders.  Its  rapid  growth  proves  its  popu- 

larity, having  now  a  membership  of  more 
than  eleven  thousand.  Its  fundamental 
principles  are  such  that  life  insurance  is 
furnished  at  the  lowest  possible  price  con- 

sistent with  absolute  safety.  That  the  plan 
is  right  is  attested  by  the  approval  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress,  and  the  rates 
need  no  adjustment  at  any  time. 

The  design  of  the  association  is  to  meet 
the  wants  of  a  large  class  of  people,  both 
men  and  women,  who  desire  to  carry  life 
insurance,  but  who  are  unable  to  hold  cer- 

tificates in  old  line  companies  owing  to  the 
high  rates,  or  some  scheme  inside  of  and 
peculiar  to  nearly  all  the  older  organiza- 

tions, all  of  which  combine  to  add  to  the  cost 
of  simple  life  insurance. 

The  Beneficiary  Fund  is  maintained  by 
assessments  upon  the  insured  members  ac- 

cording to  age  and  amount  of  insurance 
carried.  The  General  Fund  is  maintained 
by  the  admission  fees  and  the  annual  dues 
assessed  upon  the  members.  The  Guaranty 
Fund  is  maintained  by  a  monthly  assess- 

ment upon  the  members  according  to  age 
at  time  of  joining  and  amount  of  insurance 
carried.  The  Guaranty  Fund  is  placed  to 
the  credit  of  each  individual,  and  the  inter- 

est thereon  will  help  to  defray  increased 
cost  of  carrying  the  member  in  old  age. 

All  expenses  of  the  association  must  be 
paid  from  the  General  Fund,  so  it  will  readi- 

ly be  seen  that  it  is  not  a  syndicate  or- 
ganized to  amass  a  fortune  at  the  expense 

of  the  membership.  It  has  no  large  entrance 
or  policy  fees.  Its  annual  dues  are  only 
one  dollar.  It  is  an  institution  in  which  a 
laboring  man  or  woman  can  carry  a  policy 
without  interfering  with  home  necessities. 
It  has  few  officers,  and  they  are  paid  from 
the  General  Fund  only  for  services  rendered. 
No  expense  for  subordinate  lodges.  No 
fraud  for  total  disabilities.  No  uneasiness 
on  account  of  agreement  for  the  young  to 
pay  for  the  old  at  the  expiration  of  expec- tancy. 

Persons  of  either  sex  are  insured,  from 
ages  sixteen  to  fifty-four,  inclusive.  Each 
member  from  ages  sixteen  to  fifty-four  will 
pay  at  each  assessment  during  the  first  year 
the  rate  given  at  his  age,  and  during  each 
subsequent  year  will  pay  the  increasing 
mortuary  rate  for  advanced  age,  but  the 
Guaranty  Fund  rate  will  remain  level  to  age 
seventy,  as  at  the  time  of  joining,  and  then 
ceases. 

The  Empire  State  Degree  of  Honor  Jour- 
nal, devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  order, 

is  published  monthly  at  Stockton,  and  is 
now  in  its  eighth  year.  E.  L.  McCullough 
is  the  editor.  The  present  officers  of  the 

Empire  State  Degree  of  Honor  are:  Presi- 
dent, E.  L.  McCullough;  Vice  President,  J. 

D.  Crissey;  Secretary,  W.  H.  Wakeman; 
Treasurer,  L.  W.  Lazell;  Medical  Examiner, 
C.  A.  Rood;  Auditor,  C.  B.  Perrin. 

PHILO  MASON  ELMER. 

Philo  Mason  Elmer  was  born  April  14, 

1837,  at  Ashfield,  Franklin  County,  Massa- 
chusetts; died  November  14,  1903,  in  Stock- 

ton. Mr.  Elmer  came  to  Stockton  from 
Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  June  8,  1865,  and 
December  1  of  that  year  bought  a  farm  half 
a  mile  west  of  the  home  he  occupied  since 

June,  1874,  and  where  he  died.    He  was  ed- 





PHILO  MASON  ELMER MRS.  PHILO  MASON  ELMER 

ucated  in  the  district  school  of  Ashfleld  and 
Buckland,  Massachusetts,  it  being  under- 

stood when  the  lad  went  away  to  work  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  that  he  should 
attend  school  three  months  each  winter. 
His  father  warned  him  that  experience  had 
taught  him  (the  father)  that  eagerness  to 
earn  money  when  a  mere  boy  was  a  mis- 

take in  many  instances,  as  his  own  natural 
abilities  had  not  had  fair  scope  through  lack 
of  proper  education.  When  fourteen  years 
old  Philo  learned  the.  wood  turning  trade, 
working  in  factories  at  Hawley,  Buckland 
and  Greenfield,  Massachusetts.  In  the  Green 
River  Cutlery  Works  at  the  latter  place  he 
was  promoted  in  1SC2  to  general  inspector, 
serving  as  such  for  three  years.  A  life- 

long Republican,  he  never  aspired  to  pub- 
lic office,  but  frequently  represented  his 

party  in  conventions;  he  also  served  as  In- 
spector of  Elections.  He  united  with  the 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Stockton  in  April, 
1870,  and  became  an  earnest  worker  in  every 
department  of  church  work,  serving  most 
of  the  time  on  the  official  board,  which  po- 

sition he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  also  greatly  interested  in  Sunday 
school  work,  served  as  teacher  and  Super- 

intendent and  frequently  in  conventions. 
When  a  young  man  he  was  identified  with 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  at  Sherburne  Falls, 

Massachusetts.  In  1873  he  became  a  char- 
ter member  of  Stockton  Grange,  serving  one 

term  as  Master,  sixteen  years  as  director 
and  twelve  years  on  the  executive  commit- 

tee. He  was  also  identified  with  the  coun- 
ty organization  (Pomona)  and  was  for 

years  a  director  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Patrons  Fire  Relief  Association,  also  a 
member  of  the  executive  staff  for  many 
years.  He  was  influential  in  bringing  about 
many  of  the  statutes  of  the  Empire  State 
Degree  of  Honor,  and  after  its  organization, 
in  1886,  served  as  its  President  most  of  the 
time  until  he  was  compelled  by  failing 
health  to  surrender  the  office  in  June,  1903. 
Abb  Landis,  owner  and  editor  of  The 

Criterion,  wrote:  "His  death  is  a  distinct 
loss  to  the  society  organized  by  him,  as  well 

as  to  all  fraternal  institutions."  Mr.  Elmer 
married  Lovinna  H.  Ames  December  24, 
18G5,  at  Stockton.    They  had  no  children. 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Elmer,  nee  Lovinna  H.  Ames, 
of  Stockton,  was  born  in  that  town,  on  lot 

fifty-one,  near  Munger's  Corners,  on  a  farm 
then  owned  by  Jude  Lord,  now  by  Brooks 
Lord,  October  1G,  1840.  Her  father,  Lewis 
Ames,  was  also  born  in  Stockton,  on  lot. 
twenty-one,  on  a  farm  now  known  as  the 
Bushaber  place.  Her  grandfather,  Samuel 
Ames,  came  to  Stockton  from  Ashfleld, 
Massachusetts,  in  May,  1821,  and  died  here 
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in  August,  1873.  The  date,  etc.,  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  is  mentioned 

above. 

When  but  fifteen  years  old  Miss  Ames  be- 
gan teaching  in  district  school.  She  had 

previously  attended  school  in  the  Warren 
district,  Stockton,  and  thereafter,  until  four- 

teen years  old,  in  the  joint  district  No.  15, 
Stockton  and  Chautauqua.  She  afterwards 
attended  a  select  school  taught  by  Mrs. 
Sidney  Smith,  in  Stockton  Village.  Of  an 
active  and  energetic  nature,  she  became  a 
charter  member  of  Stockton  Grange  No. 
31G,  serving  as  first  Treasurer  and  later  as 
Chaplain,  Pomona  and  Secretary,  twice  (in 
1S87  and  1897)  a  representative  to  the  State 
Grange  at  Jamestown  and  Syracuse,  respec- 

tively. She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Po- 
litical Equality  Club  and  the  Woman's 

Christian  Temperance  Union,  serving  as 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  many  years  as 
President  of  each  organization,  and  be- 

ing identified  with  the  executive  staff 
of  the  county  work  also.  At  the  early 
age  of  eleven  years  she  joined  the 
Baptist  Church  and  labored  incessantly  in 
Sunday  school  work.  After  1870  she  was 
primary  teacher  for  twenty-seven  years, 
which  position  she  still  holds.  For  many 
years  and  till  the  present  time  she  has 

served  the  Stockton  Woman's  Baptist  Mis- 
sionary and  Aid  Society  as  President.  She 

has  also  held  the  position  of  Treasurer  of 
the  Chautauqua  County  Associational  Wo- 

man's Missionary  Society. 

CAPT.  ANDREW  PUTNAM. 

Captain  Andrew  Putnam  was  born  in 
Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  March  11,  17G9, 
and  being  the  oldest  son  was  given  the  name 
of  his  father  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
custom  at  that  time.  He  was  united  in  mar- 

riage with  Azuba,  youngest  daughter  of 
Samuel  Stanhope,  December  7,  1791. 
About  a  year  previous  to  his  marriage, 

in  company  with  several  other  young  men, 
he  made  a  trip  into  Vermont,  to  secure  a 
farm  from  the  unsurveyed  lands  of  the  gov- 

ernment. But  the  party  endured  much  suf- 
fering, and  disappointed  with  the  country, 

they  all  finally  returned  to  their  home  in 
Massachusetts.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
year  1795  Mr.  Putnam  journeyed  into  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  purchased  two  hun- 

dred acres  of  wild  land  in  the  Town  of 

Brookfield,  Madison  County.  After  prepar- 
ing a  temporary  dwelling  on  his  new  pur- 

chase he  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  in 
the  following  February  accompanied  by  nis 
wife  and  two  children,  Harriet  and  Newell, 
the  journey  with  an  ox  team  and  sled  was 
made  to  their  new  home  in  Brookfield. 

The  dangers  from  hostile  Indians  were  at 
times  very  great  and  for  the  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  a  military  company  was  or- 

ganized under  the  laws  of  the  state  and  An- 
drew Putnam  was  selected  as  its  command- 

er and  was  commissioned  as  Captain.  Dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812  this  company  which 

proved  to  be  thoroughly  drilled  was  of  es- 
pecial service  in  prelecting  the  settlers, 

while  several  of  the  younger  portion  and 

among  them  Newell,  the  Captain's  oldest 
son,  saw  valiant  service  in  defense  of  the 

country  against  the  aggressions  of  the  Brit- 
ish. 

By  the  close  of  the  year  1811  the  family 
numbered  ten  children,  the  forest  had  been 
changed  to  cultivated  fields,  affording  ample 
means  for  subsistance  and  comfort.  In  Feb- 

ruary, 1813,  Harriet,  the  only  daughter  and 
oldest  of  the  children,  was  united  in  mar- 

riage to  Jonathan  Bugbee,  and  in  the  Jan- 
uary following  removed  with  her  husband 

to  the  distant  wilds  of  Chautauqua  County 
where  he  had  previously  prepared  a  home. 

In  the  fall  of  1816  Captain  Putnam  with 
his  wife  made  the  long  journey  to  the  home 
of  their  daughter  on  a  visit.  They  were  so 
well  pleased  with  the  country,  that  soon 
after  returning  east  they  disposed  of  their 
farm  and  made  careful  preparations  for  their 
journey  westward.  Early  in  February,  1ST  7, 
the  adieus  were  spoken  and  with  a  train 
consisting  of  one  span  of  horses  and  sleigh, 
four  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  sleds,  followed 
by  thirteen  cows  and  young  cattle,  the  wild- 

erness journey  of  over  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  was  undertaken.  The  snow  was 
deep,  the  inhabitants  few  along  the  route, 
and  the  progress  was  slow  and  tedious. 

An  association  known  as  the  Holland  Land 
Company  had  secured  all  the  government 
lands  in  the  western  part  of  the  stale  and 
had  in  1815  opened  an  excuse  for  a  road 
from  the  Genesee  River  to  the  head  of  Chau- 

tauqua Lake,  following  this  trail  Captain 
Putnam  and  family  after  eighteen  days  ar- 

rived on  February  20,  1817,  at  the  log  cabin 
home  of  their  daughter.  After  enjoying  a 
short  rest  he  proceeded  to  the  land  office 
at  the  head  of  Chautauqua  Lake  and  secured 
one  hundred  seventy  acres  of  heavily  lim- 

bered land  in  the  south  part  of  the  present 
Town  of  Stockton,  for  which  he  paid  four 
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dollars  and  fifteen  cents  per  acre.  The  cat- 
tle subsisted  through  the  remainder  of  the 

winter  almost  entirely  on  brouse,  and  in  the 
spring  enjoyed  the  fresh  herbage  of  the 
woods. 

The  town  was  organized  in  1821  at  which 
time  Capt.  Andrew  Putnam  was  the  only 
resident  that  had  secured  a  deed  of  the 
land  purchased. 

Following  the  example  of  his  neighbors 
Captain  Putnam  constructed  a  log  house 
for  temporary  use,  but  soon  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  large  two  story  dwelling, 

which  occupied  two  years'  time  in  construct- 
ing, and  that  grand  old  yellow  mansion  was 

for  more  than  seventy  years  a  prominent 
land  mark  to  many  people,  but  was  taken 
down  in  the  winter  of  1889,  and  a  more 
modern  structure  now  occupies  its  founda- 
tions. 

Captain  Putnam  was  about  six  feet  one 
inch  in  height,  with  a  round  well  balanced 
head,  which  was  bald  at  the  top,  his  eyes 
were  blue  and  full,  nose  medium  in  size, 
lips  thin,  chin  full  and  on  a  line  with  the 
forehead,  and  his  body  straight  as  an  arrow, 
weight  one  hundred  ninety  pounds.  From 
the  organization  of  the  Town  of  Stockton 
he  was  one  of  its  officers.  In  May,  1828, 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  cut  one  of  his 

knees,  and  being  called  from  home  on  pub- 
lic business,  soon  after,  he  took  a  severe 

cold,  his  knee  became  inflamed,  and  finally 
resulted  in  terminating  his  eventful  life  on 
June  14,  1828.  He  was  a  man  of  great  en- 

ergy and  firmness  and  in  religious  faith  a 
Baptist.  At  the  time  of  his  death  there 
being  no  burying  ground  in  the  vicinity,  he 
was  temporarily  buried  on  a  beautiful  por- 

tion of  the  land  he  had  purchased.  He  was 
afterwards  removed  to  Union  Cemetery, 
wbich  in  1832  was  located  about  one  mile 
from  the  place  of  his  death,  now  known  as 
Centralia. 

GILBERT  PUTNAM. 

Gilbert,  son  of  Capt.  Andrew  Putnam,  was 
born  June  21,  1797,  and  settled  on  a  farm 

one  mile  west  of  his  father's  farm  in  Stock- 
ton in  the  spring  of  1819.  The  maiden  name 

of  his  wife  was  Thankful  Rogers,  with  whom 
he  was  married  in  Brookfleld,  New  York, 
January  24,  1819.  They  had  six  sons  and 
three  daughters.  He  was  a  man  of  remark- 

able energy  and  strength  and  of  more  than 
ordinary  mental  capacity  in  his  ambition 
to  hasten  the  clearing  of  his  land  very  soon 
impaired  his  heath.    He  was  a  litte  more 

Ilia n  six  feet  in  height  and  when  not  bowed 
down  with  rheumatic  troubles,  straight  as 
a  mountain  pine.  His  hair  and  eyes  were 
dark,  nose  with  a  slight  curve,  and  in  his 
prime  weighed  two  hundred  forty  pounds. 
He  was  a  sound  reasoner,  and  in  animated 
conversation  emphasized  his  words  with  an 
earnest  snap  of  the  eyes.  He  rejected  all 
offers  of  official  positions  excepting  such  as 
brought  labor  without  pecuniary  reward. 
He  died  May  20,  1859,  his  wife  following 
him  to  the  better  land  March  28,  18G5. 

DELOSS  PUTNAM. 

Deloss  Putnam,  youngest  son  and  next  to 
the  youngest  child  of  Gilbert,  and  grandson 
of  Capt.  Andrew  Putnam,  was  born  July  14, 
183G.  His  father  had  permitted  the  other 
boys  to  consider  themselves  of  age  at  twen- 

ty years  and  Deloss,  also  striking  out  for 
himself  at  that  time,  taught  school  a  few 
months  and  then  accepted  an  opportunity 
for  commercial  traveling.  In  that  business 
he  continued  several  years  visiting  towns 
in  most  of  the  states  and  in  Canada. 

July  8,  1862,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Annette  Scofield  of  Arcade,  New  York, 
and  settled  down  to  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Centralia,  he  having  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  thereto. 
Making  occasional  business  tours  thereafter 
he  had  in  the  fall  of  18G2  exciting  experi- 

ences with  guerillas  in  Missouri.  The  only 
pleasant  feature  connected  therewith  was 
a  remarkable  escape  from  them  through  the 
singular  intervention,  in  his  behalf,  of  an 
officer  of  the  hostile  party. 

By  his  townspeople  he  has  been  favored 
with  some  local  offices,  the  most  prominent 
being  that  of  Justice,  which  position  he 
held  from  1878  until  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1901,  the  later  terms  of  his  office  being 
given  to  him  unopposed. 

In  the  City  of  Jamestown  January  21, 
1890,  he  was  made  a  director  in  the  Patrons 
Fire  Relief  Association,  a  successful  organi- 

zation for  economy  to  Chautauqua  farmers 
in  fire  insurance. 

At  the  general  election  November  5,  1889, 
he  was  for  the  fourth  time  elected  by  the 
voters  of  his  county  a  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Sessions  or  Criminal  Court.  In  that  posi- 

tion he  enjoyed  an  agreeable  association 
through  three  successive  terms  under  the 
distinguished  jurist,  the  Hon.  J.  S.  Lambert, 
now  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

After  a  lingering  illness  he  departed  (his 
life  June  19,  1901,  being  buried  in  Union 
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Cemetery  at  Centralia.  He  has  been  identi- 
fied in  every  enterprise  that  had  for  its  aim 

the  convenience  of  his  neighbors  and  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  his  locality.  Nor 
dirt  his  efforts  cease  at  the  boundaries  of 
his  home  circle  but  widened  with  town  and 
county  wherever  duty  called  him.  His  wife 
is  yet  living  and  still  resides  at  the  old  place 
in  Centralia. 

FAY  W.  PUTNAM. 

Pay  W.  Putnam,  only  son  of  Deloss  and 
Annette  Putnam,  and  great  grandson  of 
Capt.  Andrew  Putnam,  was  born  in  the 
Town  of  Stockton,  February  17,  18C8.  He 
received  an  academic  education  afterwards 
teaching  several  terms  of  school  with  mer- 

ited success. 
March  4,  1901,  he  united  in  marriage  with 

Belle  Hotchkiss  of  his  native  town  and  they 
have  since  lived  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Centralia,  which  place  has  been  occupied 
by  the  Putnam  family  for  nearly  one  hun- 

dred years. 
That  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  people 

of  his  locality  is  evident  from  his  being  fav- 
ored with  several  positions  of  trust.  Since 

the  death  of  his  father  he  has  to  a  large 
extent  taken  up  his  work.  In  the  fall  of 
1901  without  effort  on  his  part  the  office 
of  Justice  was  given  him  by  his  townsmen 
with  a  large  majority.  He  was  in  August, 
1901,  appointed  as  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Chautauqua  County  Patrons  Fire  Relief 
Association  to  which  position  he  has  since 
been  annually  elected. 

HARLOW  CRISSEY. 

Harlow  Crissey  was  born  in  December, 
1802,  and  died  in  1892.  His  father  and 
grandfather  were  natives  of  Vermont. 
For  several  years  Mr.  Crissey  was  a  suc- 

cessful school  teacher;  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
of  Stockton.  Was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Stockton  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Crissey 
was  the  father  of  four  children  all  of  whom 
survive  him. 

JOHN  WEST. 

John  West  was  born  in  New  Hampshire 
February  10,  1790;  came  to  Chautauqua 
County  in  1810  and  on  the  last  day  of  De- 

cember, 1812  married  Martha  Barnhart, 
Peter  Barnhart,  brother  of  Martha  and  Amy 

Waterbury  were  married  at  the  same  time. 
These  were  the  first  marriages  in  the  Town 
of  Stockton.  In  1824  he  opened  a  hotel,  con- 

tinuing in  that  business  for  twenty-five 
years.  The  first  post  office  in  Stockton  was 
established  in  1820  and  christened  Oregon 
with  Ebenezer  Tyler  Postmaster.  A  few 
years  later  Mr.  West  received  the  appoint- 

ment of  Postmaster  and  retained  the  office 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years.  He  was 
the  father  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  sur- 

vived him.  He  survived  his  wife  by  only 
twenty-eight  days.    He  died  August  23,  1877. 

JOSEPH  GREEN. 

Joseph  Green  was  one  of  the  first  pioneers 
to  erect  a  cabin  and  clear  away  the  native 
forests  and  grow  a  crop  of  corn  and  potatoes 
in  the  Town  of  Stockton.  In  May,  1810,  he 
selected  a  site  for  a  home,  about  sixty  rods 
east  of  the  Denton  school  house.  He  was 
a  man  stout  of  limb,  fearless  of  danger  from 
man  or  beast.  With  little  assistance  he 
cleared  off  over  one  hundred  acres  of  heavy 
timber  before  his  death  which  occured  in 
1832.  On  the  16th  of  October,  1810,  night 
overtook  a  party  consisting  of  Shadrach 
Scofield,  Henry  Walker,  David  Waterbury 
and  his  wife.  It  is  stated  that  Mrs.  Water- 

bury was  the  first  white  woman  to  have  tar- 
ried over  night  within  the  present  boundary 

lines  of  Stockton. 

MICHAEL  C.  DONOVAN. 

Michael  C.  Donovan,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Stockton,  was  born  in  Goleen,  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  June  15,  1848,  and  came  to 
this  country  when  young.  His  parents  were 
Timothy  and  Elizabeth  Donovan.  He  has 
lived  in  Stockton  since  187G.  He  attended 

school  in  Ireland  also  in  this  country,  work- 
ing summers  and  going  to  school  winters, 

until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  After- 
wards he  worked  at  coopering  and  dressing 

lumber  for  building  purposes,  making  cheese 
and  turning  handles  for  farm  implements 
until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  began 
farming,  which  pursuit  he  has  followed 
since  (1876)  on  the  place  where  he  now 
resides,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
when  he  leased  his  farm. 

Mr.  Donovan  was  elected  Highway  Com- 
missioner in  1890,  and  was  re-elected  in 

1891  and  1893.  He  was  the  Supervisor  of 

the  Town  of"  Stockton  in  1S9S  and  1899,  and 
holds  that  office  at  present,  having  been 
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elected  in  November,  1903,  to  a  two-year 
term  beginning  January  1,  1904.  He  is  a 
member  of  Sylvan  Lodge,  No.  303,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Dunkirk  Chapter  No.  191, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Dunkirk  Commandery 
No.  40,  Knights  Templar,  and  of  Cassadaga 
Lodge,  No.  GG4,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

Mr.  Donovan  married  Alta  J.  Burnham  of 
Arkwright  January  20,  1876.  They  have 
three  daughters.  Ida  E.  Donovan,  born  June 
23,  1883;  Carrie  A.  Donovan,  born  April  20, 
1887,  and  Agnes  J.  Donovan,  born  August 
3,  1889.  Mrs.  Donovan  was  born  in  Ark- 

wright August  12,  1S5G.  Her  parents  were 
Asahel  and  Caroline  Griswold  Burnham, 
her  grandparents  Ashe]  and  Loana  Eton 
Burnham.  Her  great  grandparents,  August- 

us Burnham  and  wife,  settled  in  Pomfret 
in  1805.  Her  father  was  the  first  to  intro- 

duce into  Chautauqua  County  the  innovation 
of  making  cheese  away  from  the  farmhouse, 
when  he  established  a  co-operative  factory 
in  "Burnham's  Hollow,"  Arkwright,  which 
venture  proved  a  great  success.  He  built 
a  second  cheese  factory  in  Sinclairville  in 
18G5 — a  very  large  one  that  did  a  great 
amount  of  business.  Mr.  Burnham  built 
more    factories    and    was    known    as  the 

Cheese  King,  and  he  also  had  some  notable 
transactions  in  thoroughbred  running  horses. 
Mrs.  Donovan,  in  her  ability,  energy  and 
character,  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  pioneer 
stock. 

LUCIAN   C.  WARREN. 

Lucian  C.  Warren  of  Stockton  was  born 
May  2,  1833,  on  the  old  homestead  in  the 
same  town,  where  his  parents  settled  in 
1827.  His  father  was  Chauncey  Warren, 
born  April  22,  1802.  Mr.  Warren  was  edu- 

cated in  district  school  No.  G  in  Stockton 
and  the  Fredonia  Academy  and  afterwards 
studied  law  with  Hon.  Austin  Smith  at 
Westfield,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at 
the  Albany  Law  School  in  the  spring  of 
1S5G.  He  then  entered  law  practice  with 
George  Barker  of  Fredonia  where  he  re- 

mained eight  months,  and  after  two  years 
practice  in  Nebraska  and  two  years  in  Stock- 

ton he  gave  his  attention  to  farming  at  the 
old  homestead,  which  pursuit  he  has  since 
followed.  He  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 
eleven  years,  which  record  is  rarely  exceed 
ed.  While  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  it 
was  chiefly  through  his  efforts  that  the 
care  of  the  poor  was  made  a  town,  instead 
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of  a  county  charge.  He  was  also  a.  mem- 
ber of  the  commission  whose  report  was 

decisive  in  the  celebrated  case  of  the  appeal 
of  the  Town  of  Ellery  from  the  equalization 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  has  been 

a  member  of  the  Grangers'  organization 
for  about  twenty-eight  years  and  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Honor  more  than  twenty 
years.  Mr.  Warren  is  a  man  of  stainless 
reputation  and  of  a  genial  temperament  that 
has  endeared  him  to  his  many  friends. 

Lucian  C.  Warren  married  Mary  A.  Cris- 
sey,  daughter  of  Jason  Crissey,  January  10, 
1SG0.  Of  their  children  Miner  S.  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years,  from  the  falling  of 
a  tree;  Minnie  D.,  Archie  D.  and  Lucian  J. 
are  still  living. 
Mary  A.  (Crissey)  Warren  was  born  in 

Stockton.  Her  mother's  father  was  Rev. 
Washington  Winsor,  from  Chenango  Coun- 

ty, New  York;  her  grandfather,  Samuel 
Crissey.  Jason  Crissey,  her  father,  removed 
from  Vermont  to  Stockton  in  1815.  She  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
Predonia  Academy,  after  which  she  taught 
school  four  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  of  the  Stockton  Grange. 
As  teacher,  wife,  mother,  friend,  and  Chris- 

tian woman,  her  example  has  ever  been  of 
a  pleasing  and  elevating  character. 

RUFUS  W.  FENNER. 

One  of  the  best  known  men  among  dairy- 
men, in  Western  New  York,  is  Rufus  W. 

Fenner,  who  was  born  March  23,  1830,  in  a 
gristmill  not  over  forty  rods  from  where  he 
has  lived  all  his  life  in  the  Town  of  Stock- 

ton, and  is  a  son  of  Christopher  C.  and 
Lucinda  (Fross)  Fenner.  The  ancestors  on 

both  sides  were  of  English  extraction — 
grandfather,  Resolved  W.  Fenner,  being  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  he  a  descendant 
of  Rev.  W.  Fenner,  a  noted  Puritan  divine. 
He  came  to  Ellery,  this  county,  in  1819, 
and  remained  there  until  his  death  in  1847. 
Rufus  Fross  was  a  native  of  Kinderhook, 
New  York,  and  came  to  Chautauqua  Town 
in  1810,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
1846.  Christopher  C.  Fenner,  father,  was 
born  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  in  1801, 
and  came  to  Stockton  in  1817.  He  married 
Lucinda  Fross,  in  1826,  and  died  in  1850. 
(For  a  more  extended  history  of  this  family 

see  pages  905-6,  this  volume.) 
Mr.  Fenner's  educational  advantages  were 

limited  to  those  afforded  by  the  district 
school.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he 

helped  to  build  the  shop,  which  with  ad- 
ditions from  time  to  time,  he  now  occupies. 

Here  he  manufactured  the  first  six-sided 
churn  ever  made.    Commencing  as  early  as 
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1844,  with  his  father  and  grandfather,  in  a 
cooperage  business,  making  tubs,  firkins, 
and  later  a  barrel  and  a  four-sided  churn, 
he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  making 
and  improving  until  now  his  churn  is  pro- 

nounced by  the  leading  experts  in  dairying 
as  the  most  perfect  one  in  use. 
From  a  modest  beginning  of  peddling 

around  by  wagon,  leaving  them  on  trial,  his 
churns  are  now  in  use  in  all  the  leading 
dairy  states,  and  in  Mexico.  For  simplicity 
and  perfection  in  construction  no  imitations 
are  equal  to  his  churn.  Probably  no  one 
person  has  done  more  to  aid  the  dairyman 

to  develop  and  make  easy  good  buttermak- 
ing  than  Mr.  Fenner. 

In  18G0,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Anna 
L.  Pennoyer,  who  died  in  1895.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Carrie,  who 

married  J.  W.  Moore,  and  resides  in  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  and  Christopher  Carlton, 

who  is  associated  with  his  father  at  Stock- 
ton. 

ANDREW  PUTNAM. 

Andrew  Putnam  was  a  native  of  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts,  located  in  Stockton  in  1817. 
Built  the  first  frame  two  story  house  in 
town  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  J.  D. 
Love.  In  the  center  of  the  house  was  a 
large  brick  chimney  ten  feet  square  at  the 
base,  divided  from  top  to  botton  into  four 
distinct  flues  with  three  fire  places  below 
and  two  above.  Mr.  Putnam  was  the  first 
man  in  Stockton  to  hold  a  deed  of  his  farm, 
1821. 

WORTHY  PUTNAM. 

Worthy  Putnam  was  a  native  of  Mad- 
ison County,  New  York,  born  October  23, 

1811.  With  his  parents  he  settled  in  Stock- 
ton in  1817.  Was  the  tenth  child  and  ninth 

son  of  Andrew  Putnam.  Early  manifest- 
ed great  interest  in  education.  As  an 

elocutionist  and  educator  he  took  the 
front  rank  with  those  of  his  day.  He 
was    elected     County    Superintendent  of 

Schools  in  1843,  and  held  the  office  sev- 
eral years.  Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1859. 

Removed  to  Berrien  Springs  1864,  and  in 
18G9  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court.  He  became  blind  three  years  before 
his  death  which  occurred  on  Easter  Sunday, 
April  10,  1887. 
For  portrait  see  page  43,  this  volume 

JUDGE  L.  BUGBEE. 

Jonathan  Bugbee,  Jr.,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  (Dean)  Bugbee,  was  born  in  Wood- 

stock, Connecticut,  May  11,  1789.  He  was 
a  pioneer  settler  of  Stockton,  and  for  many 
years  a  tavern-keeper.  He  had  two  sons 
and  six  daughters.  Judge  L.  Bugbee,  his 
second  son,  was  born  in  Stockton,  Feb- 

ruary 10,  1818,  and  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  his  death,  June  9,  1888.  His  fath- 

er died  in  1829,  and  Judge  remained  with  his 
mother,  assisting  in  the  support  of  the  fam- 

ily. He  availed  himself,  however,  of  his 
opportunities  for  education,  and  when  sev- 

enteen taught  school;  when  twenty-two  he 
was  elected  Commissioner  of  Common 
Schools,  and  when  that  office  was  abolished, 
he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
holding  the  office  several  years,  also  that 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  twice 
elected  Supervisor,  and  was  for  some  time 
Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue.  Mr. 

Bugbee  was  one  of  the  founders  and  origi- 
nal members  of  the  Chautauqua  Society  of 

History  and  Natural  Science,  and  the  so- 
ciety Treasurer  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  paper,  "Pioneer  Homes  in  Chautauqua 
County,"  read  before  the  society,  was  a 
most  valuable  document  and  graphic  pen 
picture  of  early  times.  He  also  wrote  an 
admirable  history  of  the  Town  of  Stockton, 
which  should  be  published  as  a  volume.  Mr. 

Bugbee  was  a  pleasing  writer  of  local  biog- 
raphy and  contributed  many  valuable  and 

interesting  sketches  to  the  county  press. 
Judge  L.  Bugbee  married  Mary  Ann 

Flagg.  Their  children  were:  Florence  E., 
(deceased)  who  married  Walter  B.  Horton, 
and  J.  Eugene,  who  now  resides  upon  the 
old  homestead. 
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V  I  L  L  E  NOVA. 

The  name  Villenova  has  a  meaning — 
new  village.  Originally  the  southern 
part  of  Hanover,  Villenova  was  taken 

off  as  a  separate  town  by  an  act  of  Jan- 

uary 24,  1823.  Its  area  is  twenty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  twenty-six 
acres.  In  the  north  part  the  surface  is 

hilly,  the  highest  lands  having  an  alti- 
tude of  fourteen  hundred  feet  above 

tide  water.  The  inhabitants  follow  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  including  dairying  to 

a  considerable  extent,  to  which  the  sur- 
face and  soil  are  adapted.  The  two 

branches  of  the  Conewango  Creek  join 
near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town, 

and  they  receive  the  waters  of  a  number 
of  small  streams  which  arise  in  the 

northern  uplands  and  of  the  outlets  of 
Mud  Lake  and  East  Mud  Lake.  The 

last  named  body  of  water  is  within  Ville- 
nova, while  the  possession  of  Mud  Lake 

is  divided  between  this  town  and  Ark- 

wright.  In  the  southern  part  of  the 
town  the  surface  is  more  subdued,  is 

rolling  rather  than  broken  and  hilly, 
with  soil  of  clay  and  a  gravelly  loam. 
The  town  is  a  great  producer  of  apples. 
This  town  has  felt  the  effects  of  the  dis- 

position of  the  rising  generations  of 
people,  since  the  pioneer  days  to  leave 
the  rural  regions,  especially  in  this  part 
ol  the  country,  as  it  has  had  a  net  loss 

in  population  in  half  a  century,  and 
since  1835.  In  that  year  the  popula- 

tion was  fourteen  hundred  fifty-three. 
This  showing,  however,  is  not  bad  for 

an  inland  town,  away  from  railroad 
lands. 

The  early  settlers  were  largely  of 

New  England  stock — people  of  sturdy 
strength  and  sterling  character.  Ville- 

nova comprises  townships  five,  range 
ten,  in  which  purchases  of  land  were 
made  as  early  as  1809.  John  Kent,  a 

native  of  Royalton, Vermont, came  from 

Cortland  Count}-  in  that  year,  and  aided 
Daniel  Whipple  and  others  to  locate 

MRS.  DANIEL  R.  WHIPPLE 
Wife  of  an  early  settler. 

desirable  lands.  Mr.  Whipple,  John  and 

Eli  Arnold,  natives  of  Great  Barring- 
ton,  Massachusetts,  came  in  t8io  ami 
brought  their  families.  In  181 1  came 

William  and  Benjamin  Barrows  and 
Roderick  Wells,  and  about  that  time, 

also,  Charles  Mather,  Captain  Sweet 
and  Nathaniel  Bo  wen.  Bowen  served 
in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  killed  in 

the  battle  of  Buffalo  in  1813.  Ezra  Puf- 
fer, who  came  in  1812,  a  native  of  Sud- 

bury,. Massachusetts,  was  a  cultured 
man,  of  literary  and  scientific  tastes. 

He  was  a  first-class  surveyor,  and  ran 
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many  of  the  lines,  laid  out  the  early 
mads,  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace 

and  drew  the  legal  papers  called  for  in 
the  early  days.  lie  moved  to  Indiana 

in  the  early  forties.  Villeroy  Balcom, 
who  for  years  held  the  first  office  of 
the  town,  and  Kzra  Corbett,  both  from 
Massachusetts,  came  in  [815,  as  did 
William  Pierce  and  Eldad  Corbett,  Jr. 

Charles  Wright  came  from  Herkimer 

County  the  next  year.  His  four  broth- 

ers, Augustin,  Lewis,  Daniel  and  Syl- 
vanns,  all  settled  in  town  in  the  next 

two  years,  the  first  two  named  in  1817 
and  Daniel  and  Sylvanns  in  1818.  Nu- 

where  they  built  a  sawmill  later  known 
as  Ortons  Mills.  Allen  L.  Brunson, 

who  came  in  iS^S  from  Cherry  Creek, 

was  constable  for  twenty-three  years. 
Gamaliel  Collins  was  for  many  years  a 

Justice.  George  Wilson,  a  wagonmak- 
er,  was  an  early  settler  at  Hamlet,  and 

he  was  Justice  many  years*  Noah 

Strong  bought  lot  sixty-four  in  icS22. 
and  made  it  his  home  for  life.  Other 

pioneer  settlers  are  named  in  the  list 

of  early  purchases  herewith.  The 

Crowells,  early  settlers,  were  a  numer- 
ous family.  Benjamin  Vincent,  a  black- 

smith, came  early  to  Villenova. 

DAVID  WRIGHT  MRS.  HIII.UA  W  RIGHT 
KART.Y  SETTI.ESS. 

merous  descendants  of  these  pioneers        Sawmills  and  gristmills 
live  in  the  town.  The  business  settle- 

ment to  which  the  name  of  Villenova 

was  finally  given  was  formed  at  the 
cross  roads  on  lot  nineteen,  near  the 
line  of  twenty.  At  first  it  was  called 

Wrights  Corners.  Drover  &  Nforris 
established  the  first  store  here  in  1828, 

and  V.  Balcom  opened  an  inn  in  [829. 

Mr.  Balcom  was  the  first  1'ostmaster. 
as  well  as  Justice  and  Supervisor.  (  )f 

other  early  settlers  James  Congdon  came 
in  1X17,  with  three  sons,  Amos,  [chabod 
and  Lewis.  Anrcn  ( i.  Smith  and  his 

brother  in  [819  bought  lot  forty-three 
and  developed  the  power  at  Hamlet, 

were  built 

along  the  streams  in  years  long  gone 

by.  Auren  D.  and  Nathaniel  Smith 
built  a  sawmill,  as  already  noted,  at 

Hamlet,  and  a  gristmill  was  begun  1>\ 
Stephen  Landers  and  completed  1>\ 

Crowell  &  Shepard.  Kent's  mill  on  the 
Conewango  was  said  to  he  the  head  of 
navigation  of  the  stream  in  the  busj 
days.  Nathan  Worden  built  a  sawmill 
a  mile  and  a  hall  from  Hamlet,  where 

have  been  operated  a  sawmill  and  a 

gristmill  for  main  years.  In  [828  the 

I  [olland  I  .anil  ( 'ompam  si  ild  all  the 
lands  then  held  by  it  in  ranges  ten  and 
eleven   and   in   township   one,  range 
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twelve,  excepting  the  Town  of  Gerry,  to 
the  Cherry  Valley  Company,  composed 
of  James  O.  Morse,  Levi  Beardsley  and 
Alvin  Stewart.  Of  this  five  thousand 

two  hundred  forty-six  acres  were  in 
Villenova.  On  a  contract  with  the  Hol- 

land Land  Company,  John  and  John  P. 
Kent  cut  a  road  through  the  forest  from 

Kent's  mill,  Villenova,  to  Kennedyville. 
through  Cherry  Creek,  for  the  very 
reasonable  compensation  of  ten  dollars 
a  mile.  They  also  cut  a  road  from  the 

same  starting  point  southwest  to  Sin- 
clairville  soon  after  1812.  Gardner 
Crandall  ami  Isaac  Curtis  settled  on 
this  road  in  1816. 

MRS.  ELECTA  (WHIPPLE)  WRIGHT 
First  white  child  born  in  Villenova 

The  first  birth  of  a  white  person  in 
town  was  that  of  Electa,  daughter  of 

Daniel  Whipple,  May  5,  1812.  James 
Moffitt  and  Mary  Dighton  were  the 

first  couple  married,  in  1812.  Mrs.  Bat- 
tles, in  1815,  taught  the  first  school, 

near  Wright's  Corners.  For  more  than 
fifty  years  Hamlet,  on  the  west  branch 
of  the  Conewango  Creek,  has  been  the 
principal  business  center. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Villenova 
was  held  in  1823,  when  these  officers 
were  elected  :    Supervisor,  Ezra  Puffer  ; 

Town  Clerk,  Milton  Foot ;  Assessors. 

Daniel  Wright,  Isaac  Martin,  Villeroy 
Balcom ;  Collector,  Charles  Wright; 

Overseers  of  Poor,  Alvah  Simons,  Na- 
thaniel Warner ;  Commissioners  of 

Highways,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Stephen 

P.  Kinsley  ;  Constables,  Auren  G.  Smith. 
Charles  Wright ;  Commissioners  of 
Schools,  Daniel  Wright,  Alvah  Simons, 

John  Weaver ;  Inspectors  of  Schools, 
Hiram  Kinsley,  Ezra  Puffer,  Milton 
Foot. 

James  L.  Brown  built  the  first  card- 
ing and  cloth  dressing  establishment  at 

Hamlet,  where  afterwards  was  a  grist- 
mill. Carding  was  also  done  at  the 

southeast  part  of  the  town,  on  the  Con- 
ewango. 

An  iron  foundry  was  built  about  i860 

by  Hickey  &  Howard,  which  afterward 

was  owned  successively  by  James  How- 
ard, Martin  Crowell,  Crowell  &  Shep- 

herd, Lemuel  Hickey  and  others.  A 

planing  mill,  propelled  by  the  same 
power,  was  owned  by  Martin  Crowell. 

Persons  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

faith  were  early  in  evidence  in  Ville- 
nova. In  1810  ten  members  forming 

an  entire  class,  consisting  of  the  fami- 
lies of  John  Kent,  John  Arnold,  and 

Eli  Arnold  settled  in  town.  John  and 

Eli  Arnold  were  preachers  of  Metho- 
dism. In  1810  the  class  sent  a  delegate 

to  the  Genesee  Conference,  then  in  ses- 
sion at  Lyons,  asking  for  preaching. 

Three  preachers  were  sent,  including 

"Billy"  Brown,  a  man  of  peculiarities, 

of  great  praying  powers.  Elijah  Met- 
calf  preached  over  a  long  route,  from 
Villenova  to  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Arnold's  wife  died  in  181 3 
and  Mr.  Arnold  devoted  his  life 

thereafter  to  preaching,  as  a  member 

of  the  Genesee  Conference.  Eli  Arn- 
old preached  to  his  townspeople  for 

over  sixty  years  and  led  an  exemplary 
Christian  life.  Roderick  Wells,  an  early 

settler,  was  a  man  of  piety  and  zeal. 
The  settlers  of  the  first  few  vears  and 
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their  families  were  nearly  all  Christians, 

and  religious  services  were  held  in  pri- 
vate houses,  most  frequently  at  Daniel 

Whipple's.  The  Methodists  formed  the 
first  church  in  1812. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Hamlet  resulted  from  a  class  formed 

December  25,  1823,  by  Elder  Daniel 
Prosser.  The  members  of  the  class 

were  Obediah  Warner,  Rebecca  War- 

ner, Polly  Smith,  Taylor  Judd,  Polly 
Jttdd,  Lewis  and  Maria  Barmore,  Lura 

Nunn,  Diadema  Warner,  Polly  Baker, 
Pliram  Kingsley,  Milton  and  Lois  Foot 

and  Brinty  Cong-don.  Earlier  than  this 
a  class  was  formed  at  Wrights  Corners 
which  was  embraced  in  the  society  at 

Hamlet.  John  P.  Kent,  Richard  Wright, 

John  Bull  and  James  Ayres  were  among 
the  early  circuit  preachers.  Dwellings, 
and  sometimes  barns,  were  used  for  the 

holding  of  meetings.  A  church  building 
was  built  in  1836. 

A  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  was 

organized  in  1858,  with  twenty  mem- 
bers. Rev.  Mr.  Sibley  was  the  first 

pastor. 
The  Freewill  Baptist  Church  was  or- 

ganized in  1826,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Grin- 
ned. The  first  members  were :  Enos 

and  Mrs.   Bronson,  Judah  and  Mrs. 

Warner, Russell  O.  Smith  and  wile, Mrs. 

Stevens  and  Amy  lllackmar.  A  church 
was  built  in  1839.  The  first  parsonage 

was  built  in   1867.     Rev.  Washington 

BEV.    WASHINGTON  SHE  PAHD 

Shepard  was  an  early  pastor  of  this 
church  and  served  many  years. 

The  pioneers  early  provided  for  the 

teaching  of  the  young,  and  many  teach- 
ers of  excellent  qualifications  have 

served  as  educators  in  the  town. 

BIRDS  EYE  VIEW  OF  THE  VILLAGE  OF  HAMLET. 
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SUPERVISORS. 

1823-4,  Ezra  Puffer;  1825-6-7-8-9-30,  Villeroy 
Balconi;  1831,  Daniel  Wright;  1832,  Villeroy 
Balcom;  1833,  Henry  Allen;  1834-5-G,  Austin 
Pierce;  1837,  John  C.  Dibble;  1838,  Luther 
Pierce;  1839,  Austin  Pierce;  1840,  Nathan 
Gurney;  1841,  Daniel  Wright;  1842-3,  Joseph 
G.  Hopkins;  1844,  Nathan  Gurney;  1845-G-7, 
George  Hopkins;  1848,  Villeroy  Balcom; 
1849,  Austin  Pierce;  1850-1,  Timothy  G. 
Walker;  1852,  Martin  Crowell;  1853,  Hiram 
Cornell;  1854-5,  Martin  Crowell;  185G-7, 
James  Wright;  1858-9-00-1-2,  Martin  Crowell; 
18G3,  Horace  Burgess;  18G4,  M.  S.  Corey; 
18G5-G-7,  Martin  Crowell;  18C8-9,  Tyler  H. 
Searl;  1870,  Horatio  G.  Pope;  1871,  Rollin 
L.  Shepard;  1872-3,  Tyler  H.  Searl;  1874, 
Julius  A.  Terry;  1875-G,  David  S.  Bennett; 
1877,  Rollin  L.  Shepard;  1878,  Tyler  H. 
Searl;  1879,  Manley  M.  Sessions;  1880,  Tyler 
H.  Searl;  1881,  Eugene  A.  Dye;  1882,  Horace 
Sanderson;  1883-4-5-0,  Hamilton  B.  Parker; 
1887,  William  E.  Judd;  1888-9,  Frank  M. 
Waite;  1890-91.  Hamilton  B.  Parker;  1892-3, 
Austin  P.  Jay;  1894-5,  Albert  P.  Libby; 
1890-7,  Blair  F.  Simons;  1898-9,  Andrew  H. 
Warner;  1900-1,  Andrew  H.  Libby;  1902-3-4-5, 
Wallace  J.  French. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    IN  TOWNSHIP 

FIVE,  RANGE  TEN. 

1809.  October,  Ezra  Puffer,  19,  27,  30; 
John  Kent,  2;  Daniel  Whipple,  3. 

1810.  March,  John  Kent,  Jr.,  3.  April, 
Reuben  Wright,  Jr.,  22.  June,  John  Arnold, 
19.  July,  Benjamin  Sweet,  11,  18.  October, 
Charles  Mather,  4. 

181 5.  June,  Eldad  Corbett,  Jr.,  11. 
1816.  March,  Villeroy  Balcom,  10. 

1817.  May,  James  Congdon,  14.  Novem- 
ber, Augustus  Wright,  52. 

1818.  March,  Daniel  Wright,  20.  April, 
Enos  Matteson,  G4.  May,  Sylvanus  Wright. 
20. 

1819.  May,  Auren  G.  Smith,  43. 
1820.  May,  Nathaniel  Warner,  36. 
1821.  October,  Nathaniel  Warner,  35. 
1822.  March,  Noah  Strong,  64.  June, 

Nathaniel  Warner,  Jr.,  43.  October,  Wil- 
liam J.  Straight,  58. 

1823.  May,  Arad  Wheeler,  14.  June. 
James  H.  Ward,  15. 

1824.  December,  Phineas  T.  Judd,  27. 
1825.  April,  Samuel  Geer,  Jr.,  48;  Thomas 

White,  48;  Josiah  H.  White,  24;  Wheeler 
B.  Smith,  24. 

182G.  January,  Henry  Waters,  33.  Au- 
gust, John  Pope,  62.  December,  Thomas 

Howard,  50. 

1827.  October,  Villeroy  Balcom,  17;  Na- 
thaniel Warner,  G3. 

THE  LAST  OF  THEIR  SPECIE. 

By  John  L.  Ruttenber. 

During  the  pioneer  days,  as  we  all  know, 
our  county  was  inhabited  by  various  wild 
animals  and  were  hunted  accordingly.  But 
perhaps  no  hunt  was  more  important  and 
has  more  historical  value  attached  to  it  than 
the  hunt  of  the  last  wolf  which  dwelt  on 
our  lands. 

In  the  winter  of  1840-41  a  gray  wolf  of 
prodigious  size  made  its  appearance  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Chautauqua  County  in  the 
Towns  of  Ellington,  Charlotte,  Cherry  Creek 
and  Villenova.  Hunting  parties  were  or- 

ganized in  the  various  towns  and  he  was 
hunted  day  after  day.  Oft-times  he  would 
attack  the  sheek  folds  at  night,  and  many 
a  poor  farmer  retired  to  awake  in  the  morn- 

ing to  find  that  one  or  more  of  his  flock 
had  been  killed.  On  one  occasion  he  killed 
twelve  sheep  belonging  to  Mr.  Hunter  of 
Conewango  Valley.  Mr.  Hunter  then  took 
up  the  trail  and  followed  it  both  day  and 
night,  blowing  at  intervals  a  conch  shell, 
which  he  borrowed  of  John  B.  Babcock,  to 
let  other  hunters  know  in  what  direction  he 
was  going.  A  few  nights  previous  to  the 

wolf's  being  shot  he  killed  seven  sheep  for 
Jared  Ingalls,  one  mile  north  of  Cherry 
Creek  on  the  plank  road.  From  there  he 
was  followed  west  through  the  Town  of 
Cherry  Creek  into  the  eastern  part  of  Char- 

lotte, where  he  took  refuge  in  a  piece  of 
woods  and  the  hunters  returned  to  their 
homes.  Early  the  next  morning  a  man  was 
sent  to  circle  the  woods  and  reported  he 
had  not  gone  out;  then  the  hunters  gathered 
to  pen  him  in  but  as  the  circle  was  nearly 
completed  they  found  his  track  where  he 
had  taken  a  southwesterly  course  and  led 

the  hunters  into  a  place  called  No  God  Hol- 
low; from  there  he  was  followed  east  into 

the  Conewango  swamp  and  then  towards 
Balcoms  Corners,  where  he  killed  a  sheep 
for  Nathaniel  Worden  in  Villenova  on  lot 
twenty-six  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Milo 
Wheeler.  It  was  followed  from  there  east 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  into  a  slash  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Preston  Gage,  where 

Mr.  Hunter  saw  and  shot  it  through  the  in- 
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testines.  The  hounds  of  Sewell  Spaulding 
run  him  from  there  north  across  the  road 
leading  from  Hamlet  to  South  Dayton  on 
lot  twenty-seven  where  he  took  refuge  un- 

der a  root  and  was  shot  and  killed  by  Sewell 
Spaulding  of  Villenova,  after  having  been 
hunted  unceasingly  for  thirty-one  days.  Dan- 

iel Rundell,  then  a  young  man,  accompanied 
Messrs.  Spaulding  and  Hunter  on  a  trip 
through  various  towns  of  the  county  while 
exhibiting  the  wolf,  his  duty  being  to  fur- 

nish music  on  the  violin,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived one  dollar  per  day  and  expenses. 

Hon.  Obed  Bdson,  in  his  history  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  says:  "It  was  mounted 

upon  a  sleigh  and  carried  through  several 
towns  on  exhibition.  We  have  official  rec- 

ord of  the  occurrence.  The  proceeding  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  that  year  shows 
that  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  was  allowed 
Sewell  Spaulding  for  killing  a  full  grown 

wolf  in  the  Town  of  Villenova."  This  is 
the  last  record  of  the  kind  entered  upon 
the  minutes.  Reuben  Davis  of  Arkwright, 
in  an  article  in  the  Dunkirk  Observer  two 

years  ago,  headed  "Pioneer  Days,"  claims 
the  honor  of  killing  this  wolf,  but  surely 
Mr.  Davis  is  wrong  for  the  writer  has  talked 
with  several  who  were  present  at  the  time 
and  each  one  agrees  that  Mr.  Spaulding 
killed  the  wolf. 

John  L.  Ruttenber,  Hamlet,  N.  Y. 

ELBERT  J.  BRONSON. 

One  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Hamlet 
is  Elbert  J.  Bronson.  He  was  born  near 
that  village  on  January  29,  185G.  His  father 
was  F.  Smith  Bronson,  who  was  born  in 
Cherry  Creek  in  1834  and  who  held  the 
offices  of  Highway  Commissioner,  Overseer 
of  the  Poor  and  Assessor  in  the  Town  of 
Villenova.  His  father  was  also  a  member 

of  the  Sixty-eighth  Regiment  of  the  National 
Guard.  The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Allen  L.  Bronson,  came  to  this 
county  with  his  father,  Enos  A.  Bronson, 
during  the  year  1823.  They  settled  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek 
on  what  is  known  as  "the  Town  Line  Road." 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Elbert  J.  Bron- 

son is  the  descendant  of  men  who  took  a 

prominent  part  in  the  settlement  and  devel- 
opment of  Chautauqua  County. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Bronson  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  and  in  the 

Porestville  Academy,  which  he  entered  in 
1872  and  remained  in  that  institution  until 

June  of  1877.  Having  the  elements  of 
the  common  branches,  he  commenced  teach- 

ing school  in  1873  and  was  so  engaged  for 
six  winters.  Prom  the  year  1879  until  1894 
he  was  employed  in  farming  in  Villenova. 
On  the  1st  of  February,  1893,  he  returned 
to  Hamlet  and  a  year  later  he  became  a 
merchant.  For  a  year  after  1S94  he  had 
S.  E.  Young  as  a  partner,  but  since  the 
latter  date  he  has  conducted  his  thriving 
business  alone. 

As  a  consistent  Republican  of  many  years, 
Mr.  Bronson  has  received  several  favors  at 
the  hands  of  the  public.  He  was  Highway 
Commissioner  for  one  year  in  1893.  One 
year  later  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 

ELBERT  J.  BHON  SON 

Peace  and  he  has  served  continuously.  It 
was  on  the  25th  of  September  that  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Hamlet  and  at  the 
present  writing  he  retains  that  desirable 
office. 

Elbert  J.  Bronson  has  been  twice  married. 
August  2(1,  1877,  he  married  in  Hamlet  Gert- 

rude A.,  daughter  of  Leroy  Rowe,  of  Cherry 
Creek.  She  died  on  December  18,  1893. 
Three  daughters  were  born  to  them.  Grace 
R.  was  born  November  2,  1S79,  she  married 
Fred  K.  Weaver  on  March  17.  1SH7.  and  she 
died  on  the  4th  of  June  1901.  She  left  an 
orphan  son,  Harold  B.,  born  November  9, 
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1899.  His  second  daughter,  Mamine  S.,  was 
born  June  18,  1881,  and  was  married  No- 

vember 11,  1902,  to  Carl  E.  Waters.  The 
third  child,  Ruby  E.  Bronson,  was  born 
September  7,  1SS7,  dying  July  17,  1901.  At 
Forestville  on  January  22,  1896,  Mr.  Bron- 
son  married  his  second  wife,  Mary  G.,  daugh- 

ter of  Henry  Garber,  of  Villenova.  The  two 
children  born  as  a  result  of  this  union,  Clyde 
H.  and  E.  Jay,  both  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Bronson  is  a  man  whose  honesty  and 
energy  have  won  for  him  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ham- 

let, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  joined  that 
organization  at  South  Dayton  in  1S99. 

VILLEROY  BALCOM. 

Villeroy  Balcom,  who  served  for  eight 
years  as  Supervisor,  as  well  as  the  first 
Postmaster,   an   office   which   he   held  for 

VILLEROY  BALCOM 
After  whom  Balcom  was  named. 

more  than  thirty  years,  was  born  in  Tem- 
pleton,  Massachusetts,  in  1791.  He  was  the 
oldest  son  of  Joseph  Balcom,  an  officer  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  who  was  at  the  bat- 

tles of  Concord,  Bunker  Hill,  Saratoga,  Ger- 
mantown,  Brandywine  and  others.  He  was 
at  Yorktown  and  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis,  and  served  through  the  war  and  till 
Washington  resigned  the  command  of  the 
army.    He  had  command  of  the  guard  on 

October  2,  1780,  when  Major  Andre  was 
hung  at  Tappan.  He  died  in  1827.  When 
Villeroy  Balcom  came  to  Villenova  in  1815, 
and  settled  on  lots  nine  and  ten,  there  were 
only  ten  or  eleven  families  in  town.  The 
next  year  he  went  to  Massachusetts  and 
married  Anna  Puffer,  whom  he  brought  back 
with  him,  making  the  long  journey  in  a 
one-horse  wagon.  Mr.  Balcom  lived  in  Ville- 

nova until  his  death  in  18C8.  His  widow 
went  to  live  with  her  daughter  ,Mrs.  Robert 
Nesbet,  at  Hamilton,  Canada,  and  lived  to  a 
very  old  age.  They  had  two  sons  and  six 
daughters.  Mr.  Balcom  carried  the  first 
mails  from  Fayette,  (now  Silver  Creek)  to 
Cherry  Creek  on  horseback.  He  volunteered 
to  carry  the  mails  one  year  in  order  to  bring 
about  the  establishment  of  a  regular  mail 
route.  In  1831  Governor  Throop  commis- 

sioned him  as  Captain  of  a  rifle  company  in 
the  town.  He  was  appointed,  elected  and 
several  times  re-elected  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
The  Balcom  and  Puffer  families  settled  near 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  early  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  coming  from  England. 

EZRA  PUFFER. 

Ezra  Puffer,  first  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
of  Villenova,  and  for  many  years  .Justice  of 
the  Peace,  was  born  in  Sudbery,  Massa- 

chusetts, June  15,  1771,  and  died  in  Bristol, 
Indiana,  August  31,  1S45.  He  was  married 
three  times  and  had  a  family  of  eleven 
children. 

AUSTIN  PIERCE. 

Austin  Pierce,  a  native  of  Vermont,  came 
to  Villenova  in  1829  after  having  received 
a  license  as  a  physician  from  the  Herkimer 
County  Medical  Society  the  same  year.  He 
practiced  medicine  there  until  his  death. 
John  Dye,  an  early  settler,  came  from  Chen- 

ango County,  where  also  Dr.  Pierce  had 
lived,  built  a  house  on  lot  twenty,  cleared 
and  cultivated  his  land.  He  was  married 
twice  and  had  a  family  of  fourteen  sons  and 
four  daughters.  His  sons  were  John,  Avery, 
Asa,  Harry,  George,  Elias,  Daniel,  Ledyard, 
Joseph,  Lafayette,  Abel,  Thomas,  A.  Jack- 

son and  Elisha  Dye. 

ALBERT  H.  LIBBY. 

The  name  of  Albert  H.  Libby,  of  South 

Dayton,  is  well  known  in  many  places  out- 
side of  Chautauqua  County,  in  connection 

with  the  butter  trade.    Mr.  Libby  was  born 
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March  11,  18G0,  on  the  farm  in  Villenova 
which  he  now  owns.  His  grandfather,  Wal- 

ter Libby,  came  from  Maine  and  settled  in 
the  Town  of  Hanover,  soon  after  the  War 
of  1812.  The  father  of  Mr.  Libby  purchased 
the  farm,  whereon  his  son  now  lives,  in 
1854. 

ALBERT  II.  Llliti Y 

Albert  H.  Libby  actended  /the  common 
schools  and  in  1880  took  charge  of  his  fath- 

er's farm.  On  September  17,  1884,  at  Evans, 
Brie  County,  New  York,  he  was  married 
to  Elsie  M.  Smith  and  to  them  has  been 
born  two  daughters,  Bessie  and  Mabel  Libby. 

In  the  year  1883  Mr.  Libby  added  to  his 
real  estate  holdings  by  purchasing  the  farm 
of  D.  D.  Phillips,  containing  90  acres  and 
thus  enlarged  his  dairying  business,  as  that 
was  the  particular  line  of  agriculture  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  In  1888  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  a  superfine  grade  of 
dairy  butter  for  private  families  and  it  is 
this  brand  of  butter  that  has  brought  him 

a  degree  of  fame  and  rich  returns  finan- 
cially. 

Mr.  Libby  has  twice  been  elected  Super- 
visor from  (he  Town  of  Villenova  and  is  a 

prominent  member  of  the  Grange. 

JOHN    L.   RUTTEN  BE  R. 

.John  L.  Ruttenber,  well  known  farmer 
and  cheesemaker  of  Villenova,  was  born  in 
that  town  July  31,  18C0.  He  belongs  to  an 
old  family.  Porter  S.  Ruttenber,  his  father, 
was  one  of  the  three  sons  of  Daniel  C.  Rut- 

tenber, who  settled  on  lot  forty-one  in  the 
southwest  part  of  the  town,  in  1832. 
John  L.  Ruttenber  was  educated  in  the 

public  schools,  and  early  engaged  actively 
in  productive  pursuits.  February  IS.  J8S9, 
he  married  Maud  Rexford  of  Charlotte,  who 

died  August  9,  1890.  April  9,  1905,  he  mar- 
ried Lulu  B.  Hill  of  Sugargrove,  Pennsyl- 

vania. He  was  Census  Enumerator  of  Ville- 
nova in  1890.  He  has  served  for  twelve 

years  on  the  Republican  County  Committee 
from  his  town  and  was  leader  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua male  quartet  which  furnished  music 
in  many  towns  throughout  the  county  during 

JOHN  KDTTENBEH 

the  campaign  of  1900.  He  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance throughout  the  county  and  is  a 

thoroughly  representative  citizen  of  the 
town  which  has  always  been  his  home.  He 
is  a  member  of  Cherry  Creek  Lodge  vio. 

384,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Ville- 
nova Grange  No.  ti04,  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
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MARTIN   H.  WILCOX. 

Martin  H.  Wilcox  was  born  in  the  Town 

of  Cherry  Creek,  October  14,  1844,  and  re- 
moved to  Villenova  with  his  parents  at  the 

age  of  six  years  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  was  the  eldest  child  and  only  son  of 
Brastus  B.  and  Roxy  (Bugbee)  Wilcox;  he 
has  two  sisters,  Mary  O.  Cox  and  Lydia  J. 
Aldrich,  both  of  Cherry  Creek.  October  24, 
1877,  he  married  Miss  Anna  E.  Brown,  eldest 
daughter  of  Horace  and  Lydia  (Myers) 
Brown  of  Cherry  Creek,  to  whom  five  sons 
were  born,  Warren  P.,  Gerry  H.,  Willie  B.. 
Allen  M.  (deceased),  and  Shirley  J.  Mr. 
Wilcox  is  a  prosperous  farmer,  proprietor  of 
the  Maple  Hill  Farm  Dairy,  south  of  Bal- 
com  on  the  Cherry  Creek  Road.  He  has 
always  been  an  enthusiastic  Republican, 
serving  his  party  faithfully  at  primary  and 
ejection.  He  has  been  rewarded  by  being 
made  delegate  to  county  and  district  con- 

ventions often.  He  has  served  a  term  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  is  now  serving  his 
thirty-second  term  as  Constable. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas 

and  Huldah  (McManus)  Wilcox,  early  set- 
tlers of  Cherry  Creek.  His  grandmother, 

Mrs.  Huldah  Wilcox,  was  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Christopher  McManus,  a  native  of  New 

Jersey,  who  died  in  Forestville,  1849,  aged 
ninety-three  years.    He  was  a  Revolutionary 

WARREN  F.  WILCOX 

hero  and  several  of  his  sons  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  came  to  Hanover  with  his 
family  in  1811,  the  daughter  Huldah,  then 
about  eight  years  of  age,  walking  the  entire 
distance  shoeless.  Thomas  Wilcox  came 
from  Litchfield,  Herkimer  County.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  seven  sons.  The  where- 

abouts of  the  most  of  whom  is  unknown  and 
little  can  be  traced  of  this  family.  Another 
grandfather,  Oliver  Bugbee,  a  native  of  Ver- 

mont, settled  in  Ellington  in  1818.  He  was 
a  Colonel  and  saw  service  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

WARREN    F.  WILCOX. 
Warren  Perde  Wilcox  was  born  in  the 

Town  of  Villenova,  December  31,  1880,  and 
is  a  son  of  Martin  H.  and  Anna  E.  Wilcox. 

He  attended  Ellington  High  School,  grad- 
uating in  1898.  Took  graduate  work  there 

next  year;  taught  a  year;  entered  Allegheny 
College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  with 
freshmen  class  in  fall  of  1900.  Pursued  the 
classical  course.  Filled  places  on  all  college 

publications.  Has  been  newspaper  corres- 
pondent many  years.  Graduated  with  class 

of  1904  with  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Member  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As- 

sociated with  various  college  organizations. 
Reporter  for  Daily  Tribune,  Beaver  Falls, 

Pennsylvania,  1904-5. 
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HERBERT  S.  SWEETLAND. 

Herbert  S.  Sweetland  was  born  in  Little 
Valley,  January  27,  18G7.  His  education  was 
received  at  the  Little  Valley  High  School. 
His  grandfather,  Rev.  Lewis  Sweetland,  was 
an  early  Methodist  minister,  who  held  ap- 

pointments in  various  parts  of  Western 
New  York,  and  settled  in  Little  Valley  about 
1830.  His  grandfather,  Zina  Holdridge, 
bought  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Holland 
Land  Company  on  which  he  lived  continu- 

ously for  seventy-four  years. 
Herbert  S.  Sweetland  began  cheesemak- 

ing  at  Little  Valley  in  188G.  He  has  since 
followed  this  business  with  a  zealous  de- 

HEKBEKX  S.  S  VV  KtTLANU 

termination  to  excel,  with  the  result  that  he 
now  owns  four  cheese  factories  in  the 

Towns  of  Villenova  and  Hanover,  this  coun- 
ty. He  has  received  awards  of  more  prem- 

iums and  prizes  at  large  expositions  than 
any  other  man  in  Western  New  York, 
among  them  being  a  silver  cup  at  the  Pure 
Food  Exposition  at  Madison  Square  Garden 
in  1891;  a  medal  and  diploma  at  the  Co- 

lumbian Exposition,  Chicago,  in  1893;  a  di- 
ploma at  I  he  Pan-American  Exposition,  Buf- 

falo, in  1901 ;  the  Higgins  cash  prize  of 

twenty-five  dollars  at  the  State  Dairymen's 
Association  at  Cortland  in  1899,  and  num- 

erous prizes  at  different  state  fairs,  etc. 
Mr.  Sweetland  at  present  holds  the  office 

of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  member 

of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Sons  of 

Veterans. 

DANIEL  F.  WHIPPLE. 

The  first  family  to  settle  in  the  Town  of 
Villenova  was  that  of  Daniel  Whipple,  who 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  came  to 
Villenova  from  Litchfield,  Herkimer  County, 
in  May,  1810.  He  reached  Forestville  early 
in  May,  where  he  left  his  family  until  he 
could  cut  a  road  to  the  place  where  he 
wished  to  settle,  which  was  about  eight 
miles  from  Forestville  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  Town  of  Villenova,  on  lot  number 
three,  at  or  near  what  is  now  known  as 
Beardslys  Corners,.  There  he  built  a  log 
cabin,  covered  with  bark,  with  flcor  con- 

structed of  split  logs,  with  a  bed  blanket 
hung  over  the  doorway  for  a  door  for 
months.  The  family  were  often  startled  in 
the  night  by  the  barking  of  wolves,  when 
they  thought  of  the  protection  their  door 
would  be  against  their  wild  neighbors;  bul 
finally  lumber  was  procured  at  Forestville, 
with  which  to  build  a  more  substantial  one. 
Mr.  Whipple  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and 
many  times  was  obliged  to  take  his  tools 
and  go  to  a  neighboring  settlement  to  pro- 

cure materials,  by  his  trade,  for  the  needs 
of  his  family.  He  lived  on  the  farm  located 
by  him  for  about  thirty  years,  when  he  re- 

moved to  Illinois.  On  May  5,  1812,  a  daugh- 
ter, Electa,  was  born,  to  Daniel  and  Betsey 

Whipple,  she  being  the  first  white  child  born 
in  Villenova.  Electa  was  in  February,  3 834, 
married  to  James  Wright,  who  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  Wright,  one  of  the  early  settlers. 
Electa  (Whipple)  Wright  lived  with  her 
family  near  Wrights  Coiners  until  the  death 
of  her  son  Daniel,  when  she  went  to  live 
with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Dye,  with  whom 
she  lived  until  her  death. 

DANIEL  WRIGHT. 

Daniel  Wright,  a  native  of  Herkimer,  New 
York,  will)  his  wile  Huldah,  came  from 
Herkimer  and  settled  in  Villenova  just  north 
of  what  is  now  Wrights  Corners,  about  1  s  1  n. 
He  became  a  prominent  man  of  the  town, 
was  at  different  times  Supervisor,  Town 
Clerk  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  kept 
tavern  for  many  years  at  Wrights  Corners 
and  was  widely  known.  He  lived  in  his 
later  life  with  his  son,  lames  Wright,  wh  > 
married  Electa  Whipple  February,  18:14,  un- 



1058 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

til  August,  1800,  when  his  son  James  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven,  after  which  he 
made  it  his  home  at  the  same  house,  which 
was  maintained  by  his  grandson,  Daniel 
Wright,  who  later  married  Florence  Shef- 

field. He  lived  to  be  eighty-six  years  of  age. 
James  Wright,  was  survived  by  his  wife 
Electa  (Whipple)  Wright;  one  son,  Daniel 
Wright,  and  seven  daughters,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Mrs.  Mary  Dye,  of  Dun- 

kirk; Mrs.  C.  H.  Wooley,  Villenova;  Mrs. 
J.  Brown,  of  Gowanda,  and  Frances  Sheffield 
Forestville. 

Daniel  Wright,  the  son  of  James  and 
Electa  (Whipple)  Wright,  lived  at  the  old 
Wright  place  until  his  death  March  1,  1831. 
He  was  survived  by  his  wife,  Florence 
(Sheffield)  Wright;  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright,  Villenova;  Mrs.  Alzirl 
Wells,  Gowanda;  J.  S.  Wright,  Falconer; 
James  C.  Wright,  Kane,  Pennsylvania;  Mrs. 
P.  L.  Dayton,  Forestville;  Mrs.  Milton  Taft, 
Gowanda;  Mead  D.  Wright,  Jamestown; 
Mrs.  Mark  Delahoy. 



WEST  FI  E  L  D . 

Next  to  Ripley,  which  adjoins  the 
Pennsylvania  line  on  the  cast,  at  Lake 
Eric,  is  Westfield,  which  was  formed 

from  Portland  and  Ripley,  March  29, 

1829.  It  is  fifty-seven  miles  southwest 
of  Puffalo.  The  township  contains 

twenty-nine  thousand  three  hundred 

forty-one  acres  of  land,  and  about  two- 
thirds  of  this  is  comprised  in  the  gently 

rising-  plain  extending  back  from  Lake 
Erie.  The  western  boundary  is  a  range 

line  running  ten  miles  south  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  south  line  of  township.  The 
south  line  is  two  and  one-fourth  miles 

in  length.  The  east  line  runs  due  north 
two  and  three-tenths  miles  to  Chautau- 

qua Creek,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 

boundary.  About  two  miles  from  West- 
field  Village  the  line  leaves  the  creek 
and  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie  to  the  northwest  corner  of 

Portland,  from  where  it  follows  the 

range  line  running  from  Lake  Erie. 
The  southern  portion  of  the  town  is 
hilly  and  the  land  is  used  chiefly  for 
dairying.  The  soil  is  productive,  and 
with  other  towns  along  the  lake,  grape 
culture  is  followed  extensively.  (See 

article  on  grape  culture  in  Chautauqua 
County,  Volume  II  of  this  history.) 

Chautauqua  Creek  in  this  town  forms  a 

gorge  with  steep,  rocky  sides  in  some 
places  sixty  feet  high,  and  which  are 
covered  with  wild  grape  vines,  other 

vines  and  shrubbery,  giving  a  pictur- 
esque effect.  This  is  an  important 

stream.  The  Little  Chautauqua  Creek- 
unites  with  this  stream  about  a  mile 

south  of  the  village.  There  are  other 
smaller  streams.  Between  Westfield 

and  Mavville  is  a  drive  giving  a  view  of 

beautiful  scenery.  From  the  hills,  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  lake,  as  well  as 

picturesque  landscape,  the  prospect  is 

charming.  The  Lake  Shore  and  "Nickel 
Plate"  Railroads  traverse  the  town,  giv- 

ing ample  shipping  and  traveling  facili- 
ties. As  the  chief  occupation  is  fann- 

ing and  grape  growing,  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  the  population  of  the 
town  should  increase  very  rapidly  after 
the  region  was  first  comfortablv  settled. 

In  t86o  the  population  was  thirty-six 
hundred  forty,  and  the  variation  was 
scarcely  one  hundred  from  that  figure 

until  about  1880,  when  it  was  thirty- 
three  hundred  twenty-three.  In  1902 

it  had  grown  to  thirty-seven  hundred 
fifteen. 

In  Westfield,  as  in  other  towns  of  the 

county  there  are  still  relics  left  by  a 

prehistoric  race,  including  a  semblance 

of  an  old  fort  for  years  past  scarcelv  dis- 
cernible. Indians  there  were  in  plenty 

after  the  first  settlers  came,  and  all  the 

species  of  wild  animals  of  the  region 

which  furnished  a  great  deal  o|  food 
ami  valuable  furs  for  the  pioneers  and 
their  families.  The  growth  of  timber 

along  the  streams  and  elsewhere  was 

very  dense,  and  included  hemlock,  tam- 
arack, oak,  maple,  beech  and  chestnut. 

Many  fallen  monarchs  of  the  forest  have 
got  into  the  channel  of  Chautauqua 
Creek  and  the  oilier  streams  and  dis- 

turbed the  onward  flow  of  their  waters 

toward  the  lake.  An  event  of  note  was 

the  landing  of  a  large  body  of  French 
troops  at  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua 
Creek,  in  October,  1753.  There  were 
fifteen  hundred  of  the  Frenchmen  hav- 

ing nine  pieces  of  artillery,  who  came 
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from  Canada  in  huge  boats  propelled 
by  enormous  paddles.  Hundreds  of 
these  men  fell  to  work  and  cut  a  road 

to  Mayville,  in  pursuance  of  the  Mar- 

quis du  Quesne's  plan  of  opening  the 
most  highway  between  the  waters  of 

Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio.  The  military 

operations  here  of  the  French  are  re- 

lated elsewhere.  'The  road  that  was  cut 
in  1753  from  the  lake  to  Mayville  was 
a  good  one,  and  became  a  highway 
much  used  by  the  pioneers.  There  was 
considerable  travel  over  this  road,  also 

between  the  Ohio  Valley  and  eastern 

counties.    James  McMahan,  a  Pennsyl- 

tanqua  and  Westfield,  and  west  by 

Ripley,  and  contained  twenty-two  thou- 
sand fourteen  acres  of  unsurveved 

lands,  for  which  two  thousand  fifty  dol- 
lars was  to  be  paid,  and  one  thousand 

thirty-five  dollars  was  paid  down. 
James  also  bought  for  himself  four 

thousand  seventy-four  acres  in  the 
present  Town  of  Ripley.  He  selected 

for  himself  out  of  his  brother's  town- 
ship, lot  thirteen,  which  extended  east 

to  the  old  "Crossroads,"  or  crossing 
of  the  trail  between  Buffalo  and  Erie 

by  the  old  Portage  Road.  Here  he 
settled  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 

WESTFIELD  COMMON  IN  1832. 

vanian,  was  destined  to  play  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  early  development  of 

Westfield.  He  first  visited  the  region 

in  1705  and  his  subsequent  acts  attest 
that  he  was  greatly  impressed  with  the 

possibilities  of  production  of  the  reg- 
ion. Its  beauty,  too,  no  doubt  influ- 
enced his  feelings  to  some  extent.  In 

1801  McMahan,  in  company  with  An- 
drew Smith,  visited  the  lake  region  and 

made  a  contract  for  his  brother  John 

to  buy  township  four  in  range  fourteen, 
which  included  all  the  Village  of  West- 

field  and  parts  of  the  Towns  of  West- 
field  and  Chautauqua.  The  lands  were 
bounded  north  by  Lake  Erie,  east  by 
the  present  Town  of  Portland,  south 

by  a  part  of  the  present  Towns  of  Chau- 

west  of  Chautauqua  Creek,  and  built  in 
1882  the  first  home  erected  in  Chau- 

tauqua Count}'.  For  this  purpose  he 
had  cleared  ten  acres  of  land.  He  pro- 

posed to  build  a  village  here  to  be  called 
Northumberland,  in  honor  of  his  native 

county  in  Pennsylvania.  He  surveyed 
the  first  road  of  the  countv  in  1805.  He 

established  the  county's  first  post  office, 
also  Chautauqua  in  1806,  and  served 
as  Postmaster.  Edward  McHenrv  set- 

tled next  to  McMahan  in  1802,  and  op- 
ened the  first  tavern  in  the  countv.  He 

was  drowned  in  1803.  The  history  of 

Westfield  before  1820  is  that  of  Port- 
land and  Riplev,  the  parent  towns. 

The  first  settlers  were  immortalized 

with  an  inscription  of  their  names  on 
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the  west  side  of  the  monument  at  the 

"Crossroads,"  but  they  appear  in  so 
many  ways  that  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  repeat  them  here. 
The  first  white  child  born  in  the 

county  was  John  McHenry,  who  died 
in  1879.  The  monument  is  of  Uerea 
sandstone,  its  base  is  four  feet  six  in- 

ches longj  twenty-five  inches  wide, 
fourteen  inches  thick.  The  stone  is 

five  feet  high,  two  feet  nine  and  one- 
half  inches  wide,  ten  inches  thick  and 

has  a  four  inch  oval  top.  At  the  ends 
of  the  base  are  two  buhrstones,  used  in 

the  first  mill  of  the  county. 
Schools  were  instituted  at  an  earlv 

day.  William  Murray  is  said  to  have 
taught  in  1803.  A  school  was  kept  for 
a  number  of  months  in  1806,  and  in 

1807  Anna  Eaton  taught.  These  were 
the  first  schools  of  the  county  and  the 

"Crossroads."  The  annual  town  meet- 
ings of  Chautauqua  were  held  in  1805- 

1806-1807,  at  the  inn  of  Widow  Sarah 

McHenry  at  Portland  "Crossroads." 
She  married  Mr.  Perry  in  the  last 

named  year.  The  winter  of  1806-7  was 
very  severe,  and  considerable  hardship 
resulted  from  the  fact  that  mills  were 

frozen  up  and  the  mortar  and  pestle 
were  resorted  to  for  the  making  of 

hominy.  Settlers  came  rapidly  after 
the  first  lew  years,  more  and  more 

land  was  cleared  up  and  grain  became 

plenty  and  cheap.  Until  the  formation 
of  AVestficld  in  1829,  the  settlers  were 

busy  building  and  clearing  their  lands, 
and  they  did  not  neglect  to  build  and 
conduct  saw  and  gristmills,  carding  and 
cloth  dressing  mills,  etc.  The  first 
marriage  was  of  James  Montgomery 

and  Sarah  Taylor,  June  30,  1805.  Mer- 
chants were  doing  business,  a  tannery 

had  been  established,  and,  with  an  in- 
dustrious, peace  loving  and  honorable 

people,  the  outlook  tor  the  community 

was  bright.  'J  he  first  town  meeting  in 
the  newly  formed  town  was  held  April 

7,  1821;,  at  the  Westfield  House,  which 
was  kept  for  a  long  term  of  years  by 
Asa  Farnsworth.  The  officers  elected 

were :  Supervisor,  Amos  Atwater ; 

Town  Clerk,  Daniel  Rockwell;  Asses- 
sors, Hiram  Couch,  Robert  Cochran  2d, 

Jonathan  Cass;  Collector,  Lyman  Red- 
dington ;  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Low 

Miniger,  William  Bell;  Highway  Com- 
missioners, Seth  G.  Root,  William  Scx- 

MAIN  STHKET  BRIDGE— WESTFIELD. 
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ton,  James  Montgomery;  School  Com- 
missioners, Robert  Dickson,  Warren 

Couch,  William  Bell ;  School  Inspec- 
tors, Russell  Mallory,  Austin  Stone, 

Abram  Dixon ;  Constables,  Robert  P. 

Stetson,  Lyman  Reddington ;  Fence 
Viewers,  Isaac  Mallory,  Low  Miniger, 

Gervis  Foot ;  Poundmaster,  James  Mc- 
Clurg.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  was 
quite  a  plenitude  of  officers,  and  here 
again  is  an  opportunity  for  naming  a 

large  proportion  of  the  prominent  set- 
tlers, some  of  whom  held  several  offices 

each.  Austin  Smith,  a  young  man  of 
sterling  qualities,  a  lawyer  who  was 
destined  for  a  long  and  useful  life  came 
here  in  1830.  Abram  Dixon,  lawyer, 
had  at  that  time  lived  in  the  town  quite 
a  number  of  years.  His  buildings  were 
of  brick,  his  house  on  the  south  side 
of  Main  Street.  Hon.  David  Hall  and 

Joseph  White  were  the  other  two  law- 
yers. They  were  aide  men.  John  G. 

and  Watson  S.  Hinckley  of  Massachu- 
setts lineage,  practiced  law  in  later 

years.  John  M.  Keep  was  a  teacher 
and  an  aide  lawyer.  Zadoc  C.  Young 
was  a  lawyer.  Of  the  physicians,  Dr. 

Lawton  Richmond,  a  Methodist  preach- 

er, was  the  second  in  the  county.  He 

came  to  the  "Crossroads"  in  1812,  after 

three  years'  residence  elsewhere  in  the 
county.  He  is  said  to  have  preached 
the  first  Methodist  sermon  in  the  coun- 

ty, and  as  a  doctor  of  medicine  he  had 

a  large  practice.  After  1834  he  re- 
moved to  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Ferin 

Deming  opened  the  first  drug  store 
there  in  1814.  He  was  a  surgeon  of 
the  War  of  1812.  Other  doctors  who 

practiced  in  the  community  were  Dr. 

Silas  Spencer,  a  soldier  and  a  practi- 
tioner of  great  repute.  Drs.  Carlton 

Jones,  Daniel  Lee,  Frederick  Bradley, 
Kimball,  Henn,  William  S.  Stockton, 
Oscar  F.  Jones,  Kenyon,  George  A.. 
Hall,  Charles  P.  Graves,  and  Dr.  John 

Spencer,  the  latter  a  noted  physician 
and  surgeon,  who  was  commissioned 

for  army  service,  etc.,  and  who  served 

as  President  of  the  village  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Education  for  sev- 

eral years. 
Sextus  PL  Hungerford  made  himself 

prominent  and  popular  about  1837.  In 
1 841  Flon.  George  W.  Patterson  came 

to  the  town  as  agent  for  the  Chautau- 
qua land  office.    He  had  a  long  life  of 

PARK-WESIflELD. 
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great  usefulness  as  a  public  and  private 
citizen.  The  Lake  Shore  Railroad  was 

opened  in  1852,  affording-  excellent 
transportation  facilities.  The  com- 

munity had  experienced  a  distinct  wave 

of  prosperity  some  fifteen  years  earlier 
than  this,  aided  by  sheep  growing  and 

wheat  raising.  Dr.  Francis  Ii.  Brewer's 
coming  to  the  town  in  1861  marked  an 
important  epoch.  During  the  period  of 
the  Civil  War  Westfield  sent  over  nine- 

ty soldiers  to  fight  for  the  Union  cause. 
Col.  Jeremiah  C.  Drake,  an  intrepid 

soldier,  is  an  example  of  the  Chautau- 
qua kind  of  patriots.  He  was  mortally 

wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  while  in  com- 
mand of  a  brigade.  Westfield  Village 

had  been  established,  it  grew  and  nour- 
ished and  attracted  business  from  I>ar- 

celona  and  other  directions.  The  grape 
industry  begun  in  the  sixties,  has  grown 

to  enormous  proportions.  It  is  a  lead- 
ing source  of  wealth  of  Westfield.  The 

town  had  no  war  debt  to  detract  from 

the  desirability  of  a  residence  amid  such 

rich  natural  surroundings  and  a  cul- 
tured and  progressive  people. 

Brief  mention  will  be  given  some  of 

the  more  distinguished  of  the  earlv  set- 

tlers, after  Colonel  McMahan  and  Ed- 
ward McHenry.  Many  came  from 

Pennsylvania.  Many  settlers  with  fam- 
ilies came  previous  to  1815.  Arthur 

Bell  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He 
and  his  son  William  were  prominent 
Presbyterians.  So  also  was  James 

Montgomery  (1803).  Thomas  McClin- 
tock  (1807),  was  a  tavern  keeper. 
David  Eason  (1807)  was  first  Sheriff  of 

the  county  and  Slate  Senator  (1823-4). 

James  McClurg  was  the  first  merchant 
and  a  man  of  financiering  ability.  Asa 
Mall,  and  sons  George  and  Asa  were 
soldiers  of  1812.  Jonathan  Cass  (t8ii), 

first  tavern  keeper  of  the  village  and 
merchant.  Elizur  Talcott  (1812),  cloth 

dresser;  Jonathan  Nichols,  Revolution- 
ary soldier;  Amos  Atwater  (1813),  wool 

carder,  cloth  dresser  ;  Eber  Stone  ( 1813) 
miller;  Reuben  Wright,  (1814),  cloth 
dresser ;  Allen  and  Reuben  G.  Wright, 

his  sons,  prominent  business  men;  Col. 
Nathan  Bird  (1815),  a  soldier  of  the 

Revolution,  foremost  in  public  enter- 
prises of  the  county,  originator  of  the 

IWiffalo  and  Erie  line  of  stages.  He 

kept  for  years  a  "free  tavern"  at  his 
house  for  emigrants.    Everv  year  val- 

FALLS  —  WESTFIELD. 
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uable  pioneer  people  arrived.  Thomas 

I).  Campbell  (1817)  was  a  stirring  busi- 
ness man,  County  Clerk,  Judge.  A 

great  many  who  came  following  the 
pioneer  period  were  New  Englanders 
or  of  New  England  descent,  from  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state.  Some  were 

of  the  noted  "Pennsylvania  Dutch"  or 
other  pedigree,  from  the  Keystone 
State.  Thomas  Norton,  who  came  in 

1819,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
cabinet  maker  in  Westfield.  For  a  few 

years  beginning  in  1824,  Young  says 
Westfield  received  considerable  new 

blood  from  Warsaw.  Oliver  Lee  (who 
afterwards  moved  to  Silver  Creek), 

John  McWhorter,  Augustus  U.  Bald- 
win, merchants ;  Aaron  Rumsey,  tan- 
ner; Daniel  Rockwell,  hatter;  Larned 

Gail,  hotel  keeper;  James  D.  Carlish, 
tailor;  Calvin  Rumsey,  tanner;  Lorenzo 
T.  Phelps,  harness  maker,  etc. 

BARCELONA. 

The  Barcelona  Company  laid  out  a 
city  on  the  lake  in  1831.  A  brick  hotel 

was  built,  and  five  stores,  and  a  thriv- 
ing business  was  done.  Cattaraugus, 

Mayville  and  Barcelona  were  surveyed 

into  lots  by  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany, and  they  were  regarded  as  the 

most  important  places  in  the  county. 
Barcelona  was  made  a  port  of  entry  and 

in  1828  Judge  Truman  B.  Campbell 

erected  a  lighthouse  for  the  govern- 
ment, which  was  lighted  by  natural  gas 

carried  in  wooden  pump  logs  from  the 

noted  gas  spring  about  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  east.  A  surveyor  who  made  the 

original  survey  of  the  township  into 
lots  gave  an  account  of  the  great  flow 
of  gas  and  of  what  happened  when  it 
was  ignited,  which  shows  his  interest 
and  wonder  at  the  phenomenon.  He 
declared  the  gas  could  be  smelled  for 
forty  rods  under  certain  conditions. 

Afterwards  the  gas  of  this  spring  was 
piped  to  Westfield  for  use. 

The  trade  of  Barcelona  held  up  well 

for  quite  a  number  of  years.  The  coun- 
try was  rich  in  natural  resources  and 

there  were  no  competing  harbors  near 

enough  to  cause  concern.  The  "Wil- 
liam Peacock,"  a  steamboat,  was  built 

in  1831,  by  a  company  principally  of 

Westfield  people,  to  transport  pas- 
sengers between  Buffalo  and  Erie,  and 

the  Barcelona  Company  was  formed  to 

develop  the  place.  Among  those  in- 
terested were  Smith  and  Macy  of  Buf- 

falo, Charles  M.  Reed  of  Erie,  Nathan- 
iel A.  Lowry,  Elial  T.  Foote  and  Sam- 
uel Barrett  of  Jamestown,  Augustus  U. 

Baldwin,  Calvin  Rumsey  and  Thomas 
B.  Campbell  of  Westfield.  The  building 
of  the  great  railroad  lines  along  the 

shore  of  Lake  Erie,  destroyed  the  im- 
portance of  this  port,  which  was  not 

designed  by  nature  as  a  terminal  or 

important  gateway  of  either  water  or 
railroad  traffic,  like  Buffalo.  A  calam- 

ity befel  this  locality  in  1803,  when  Mr. 

McHenry  was  drowned  by  the  capsiz- 
ing of  a  small  boat  that  had  been  rigged 

to  carry  a  supply  of  provisions  for  his 
tavern,  from  Erie.  The  boat  had  a  rude 
pole  for  a  mast  and  a  blanket  for  a  sail. 

Mr.  McHenry,  when  the  boat  over- 
turned, attempted  to  swim  for  the  shore, 

a  mile  away,  telling  his  two  compan- 
ions, Culverson  and  Degeer,  that  as 

they  were  not  as  good  swimmers  as 
himself,  to  cling  to  the  boat.  He  was 
drowned  and  his  body  never  found. 

Joseph  Badger,  of  the  Erie  Presbytery, 

came  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Cross- 
roads to  conduct  funeral  services.  Mc- 

Henry's  was  the  first  death  of  a  white 
person  residing  in  the  countv. 

Previous  to  1845  there  was  but  one 
forwarding  house  at  Barcolena,  which 

by  excessive  charges  had  repelled  most 
of  the  traffic  in  provisions,  etc.  At  this 
time  Mr.  Foot  built  a  small  wharf  and 

began  a,  forwarding  business  which  soon 
commanded  the  bulk  of  the  trade.  In 

1847  the  increase  of  business  had  been 
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sc  great  that  he  built  a  wharf  costing 

twenty  thousand  dollars  on  the  north 

side  of  the  point.  Government  appro- 
priations for  the  harbor  finally  ceased 

and  Mr.  Foot  built  a  long  wharf  and 
freight  houses  on  the  east  side,  inside 
the  bar,  suitable  for  the  accommodation 
of  small  steamers  and  sail  vessels,  and 

carried  on  a  trade  in  flour,  salt,  lime, 

etc.,  and  making  lime  from  material 

brought  from  Canada.  Uis  property  was 

finally  sold  by  him  to  Stephen  Rumsey 
for  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Foot 

was  a  son  of  Stephen  Foot,  and  was 
born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  in  1804. 
He  came  to  Westfield  in  1816  with  his 

father.  The  elder  Foot  took  up  lands 
on  both  branches  of  Chautauqua  Creek 
and  built  a  log  house  on  the  old  French 
Road  near  Glen  mill.  Gervis  as  a 

young  man  settled  on  the  Peacock  land 
near  the  lake,  where  he  lived  thirty 

years,  and  made  many  improvements. 

From  Barcelona  he  went  with  the  gen- 
eral tide  of  business  to  Westfield  and 

kept  a  grocery.  Cynthia,  his  daughter, 
married  A.  K.  Comstock.  The  Foot 

family,  originally  from  England,  were 
extensive  land  owners  in  Connecticut. 

One  member  of  the  family  married 
Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  and  others 
married  Colonial  Governors. 

Joshua  La  Due,  an  early  resident  of 
the  county,  who  came  from  Auburn, 
was  in  1846  appointed  keeper  of  the 
lighthouse  at  Barcelona,  which  position 

he  held  for  several  years.  General  Jos- 

eph Farnsworth,  who  settled  in  Barce- 
lona in  1816  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 

cantile trade,  was  born  in  Groton,  Mass- 
achusetts, in  1765.  Fie  built  the  houses 

and  shops  on  the  "Abbott  Place"  and 
manufactured  plows,  axes  and  edge 

tools  for  many  years.  David  L.  Coch- 
ran, a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  settled 

between  Barcelona  and  Westfield, 

where  he  operated  a  sawmill,  lie  de- 
lighted in  scientific  studies.  Mr.  Coch- 

ran lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety- 

four  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1890. 

The  "hominy"  mills  of  the  pioneers 
were  the  first  mills  used  in  Westfield 

and  Chautauqua  County.  John  Mc- 
IVIahan  built  the  first  gristmill  near  the 
mouth  of  Chautauqua  Creek,  about 

1804.  Soon  thereafter  a  sawmill  was 
built.  Nathan  Cass  built  a  sawmill  and 

a  gristmill  in  t8rr,  where  the  Westfield 
mill  was  erected  later.  Mr.  Vorce 

owned  the  property  at  a  later  date  and 
reopened  it  after  a  freshet  carried  away 
the  dam.  Amos  Atwater  and  Eber 

Stone  owned  it  next.  In  1818  another 

gristmill  was  built  on  the  papermill  site. 
Amos  Atwater  built  a  sawmill  in  1820 

and  Simeon  J.  Porter  soon  after  built 
an  oilmill.  Timothy  Pope  owned!  a 

sawmill  that  was  built  early  on  Chau- 
tauqua Creek.  Hiram  Couch  and  Mr. 

Pope  later  had  a  carding  and  cloth 
dressing  mill  there,  which  about  1850 

was  changed  to  a  gristmill.  Aaron 

Rumsey  (1825)  built  a  large  tannery 
below  the  bridge  east  of  the  creek  and 

in  1840  William  Tiffany  started  a  tan- nery. 

The  Westfield  Marble  and  Granite 

Works  were  established  in  1846.  Sam- 
uel Nixon  and  his  sons  E.  C  and  S. 

Frederick  Nixon  became  interested 

and  carried  on  a  business  of  rapidly 

growing  proportions.  Hiram  Couch 
and  Lester  Stone  built  a  woolen  factory 

in  1848,  south  of  the  bridge,  which  was 

operated  for  many  years.  In  1852  the 
Hiamifacture  of  agricultural  implements 

was  begun  by  Buck  and  Patchin.  About 

1853  Crossgrove,  Kimball  and  Wells 
started  a  foundry  and  machine  shop. 

The  Chautauqua  Company  was  formed 

next  year  to  manufacture  agricultural 
implements,  winch  from  1855  to  i860, 
included  mowers  and  reapers.  George 

P.  York  manufactured  Buckeye  mow- 
ers and  William  H.  Wilson  and  Abel 

Patchen  made  the  first  oil  tools  used  in 

the  oil  country  and  manufactured  en- 

gines. 
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An  important  manufacturing  concern 

was  the  Townsend  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  in  1864  to 

manufacture  locks.  The  company  did 
a  large  business  for  many  years.  The 

Westfield  Manufacturing  Company  be- 
gan to  manufacture  articles  of  wood  in 

1871.  In  1874  the  Shackleton  Steam 

Heating  Company  was  organized.  An- 
drew Burns  engaged  in  the  manufacture 

of  grape  baskets  in  1884.  Dexter  N. 

Morse  operated  a  large  manufactory', 
with  steam  sawmill,  planing  and  other 
machinery.  F.  R.  Mosher  operated  a 

shingle  mill  and  in  T883  moved  his  busi- 
ness and  added  a  lumber  yard.  The 

Westfield  Papermill  is  the  only  one  in 
the  three  western  counties  of  this  state. 

Its  site  was  deeded  by  the  Holland 

Company  in  1823  to  Judge  T.  B.  Camp- 
bell. Ephraim  Sanford  later  bought 

the  log  dam  and  sawmill  that  had  been 
constructed.  J.  C.  Harris  and  G.  W. 
Norton  bought  the  property  and  built 
a  gristmill.  Soon  after  1864  Allen 

Wright  organize! i  the  Westfield  Paper 
Company,  which  built  a  paper  mill  at 
considerable  expense,  where  the  first 

"news"  paper  in  Western  New  York- 
was  made.  In  1866  the  mill  began  to 
turn  out  round  paper  boxes  that  were 

in  great  demand  for  packing  grapes. 

In  1869  Reuben  G.  Wright  became  pro- 
prietor, rebuilt  and  enlarged  the  mill, 

which  has  since  passed  through  various 

hands  and  seen  changes  and  vicissi- 
tudes. 

The  Crowell  Clutch  and  Pullev  Com- 

pany began  business  in  1889  and  pros- 
pered. The  Westfield  Waterworks  has 

many  miles  of  mains  and  complete,  ap- 
proved apparatus  for  a  fine  gravity 

waterworks  system  to  supply  the  vil- 
lage with  filtered  water  from  Chautau- 
qua Creek.  George  W.  Patterson  was 

the  President  of  the  Board,  the  engi- 

neer of  the  work  and  the  acting  Super- 
intendent for  years  after  the  organiza- 

tion of  the  Water  Board. 

WESTFIELD  VILLAGE 

The  Village  of  Westfield  was  incorporated 
April  19,  1833,  and  business  quickly  began 
to  center  and  increase  here,  existing  busi- 

ness places  growing  and  new  ones  being 
established  to  meet  the  situation.  Thomas 

McClintock  built  a  tavern — an  early  necessi- 
ty— in  1807  or  1808.  Jonathan  Cass  bought 

it  in  1811.  James  McClurg  early  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  and  built  the  Westfield 
House  and  several  business  blocks  and 
dwellings.  Thomas  B.  Campbell  established 
a  fine  home  south  ot  the  village  center, 
proved  an  active  and  valuable  citizen.  The 
locality  first  occupied  along  Main  and  Port- 

age Streets  has  remained  the  business  part, 
while  the  residence  section  has  spread  over 
a  large  area.  Westfield  is  a  village  of  pic- 

turesque and  beautiful  appearance,  with 
splendid  homes,  well  kept  lawns  and  well 
shaded  streets.  The  place  is  more  beauti- 

ful, no  doubt,  than  it  would  be  if  the  streets 
were  laid  out  with  more  severe  regularity. 
The  churches,  school  buildings,  etc.,  are 
handsome  and  well  in  keeping  with  the  sur- 

roundings of  wealth  and  culture.  There 
are  fine  gas  and  electric  light  systems,  be- 

sides the  waterworks,  to  add  to  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  the  people  and  the 

Patterson  Memorial  Library,  a  gift  of  Miss 
Hannah  Patterson,  in  honor  of  her  parents, 
costing  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  formed  in 
Westfield  in  1808  by  Rev.  John  Lindsley, 
and  attached  to  the  Presbytery  of  Brie. 
This  church  had  a  rather  precarious  exist- 

ence until  1817,  and  the  records  are  lost 
for  that  period.  In  that  year,  (June  25) 

there  was  formed  the  "First  Presbyterian 
Society  of  the  fourth  township,  fourteenth 

range,  in  the  County  of  Chautauqua."  The 
Trustees  were  Bber  Stone,  James  Mont- 

gomery, Nathaniel  Bird,  David  Higgins, 
William  M.  Riddell  and  Jonathan  Harmon 
were  elected  Trustees.  The  membership 
grew  rapidly  after  the  new  lease  of  strength 
came,  and  a  meeting  house  was  built  in 
1821  or  1822  on  South  Portage  Street.  This 
was  afterwards  removed  and  used  as  a 
dwelling  and  a  second  church  edifice  of 
brick  was  built  in  1832  and  burned  in  1872. 
In  1873-4  a  new  church  edifice  was  built 
at  a.  cost  of  thirty-uve  thousand  dollars. 
Again  did  fire  afflict  the  members  of  this 
flock,  as  the  house  of  worship  burned  on 
January  13,  1010.  Another  edifice,  which 
cost  thirty  thousand  dollars,  was  reared 
without  delay.    The  Trustees  of  the  society 
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who  had  the  supervision  of  the  work  were 
J.  H.  Plumb,  R.  G.  Wright,  E.  A.  Skinner, 
H.  C.  Kingsbury  and  S.  W.  Mason,  who 
with  Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer,  Alfred  Patterson  and 
L.  F.  Phelps  constituted  the  building  com- 

mittee. The  Rev.  Phineas  Camp  began  his 
labors  as  pastor  in  1819.  Two  or  three 
dozen  pastors  officiated  up  to  1S94,  when 
tlie  pastorate  of  G.  S.  Swezey  began. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West-- 
field  was  organized  in  1831,  when  the  mem- 

ber's included  Brainard  Spencer  and  wife, 
Joseph  Clark  and  wife,  Reuben  Peck  and 
wife,  and  others.  Reuben  Peck  was  class 
leader,  the  Cnarge  embracing  what  was 
then  called  the  Chautauqua  circuit.  Rev. 
Gleason  Fillmore  was  presiding  elder,  Rev. 
M.  Hatton  preacher  in  charge  and  Rev. 
Benjamin  P.  Hill  assistant.  The  society 
prospered  and  a  good  church  structure  was 
reared  in  1830  on  Main  Street,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek.  It  was  occupied  until 
1850,  and  witnessed  many  revivals  of  the 

"old  fashioned"  kind,  when  the  people  were 
stiired  with  intense  religious  fervor.  In 
1850  a  church  more  modern  in  style  was  built 
to  supersede  this  in  a  location  that  was  more 
satisfactory  to  the  people,  on  Clinton  Street, 
near  Portage  Street.  It  was  occupied  for 
twenty  years  and  in  1871-2  a  new  church 
was  built  on  Main  street,  of  brick,  at  a  cost 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  building 
committee  was  Dr.  J.  C.  Gifford.  W.  T. 
Hynes,  Oris  Persons  and  J.  H.  Towle.  The 
society  was  somewhat  embarrassed  for 
years  with  a  burdening  debt,  but  this  ob- 

stacle was  finally  successfully  removed,  and 
in  1878,  when  Rev.  R.  W.  Scott  was  pastor, 
the  financial  situation  of  the  church  cleared 

up  perceptibly.  A  Sunday  School  was  or- 
ganized in  connection  with  the  church  as 

early  as  1830. 
The  Baptist  Church,  in  Westfleld,  started 

through  a  branch  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Portland.  In  1825  members  residing  in  (he 
vicinity  of  the  Crossroads  organized  a 

"Branch  of  the  Church  of  Portland."  The 
first  members  included  Joshua,  Joshua,  ,»r.. 
and  Henry  F.  Tinker,  Harriet  Tinker,  Sallv 
Sexton,  and  a  little  later  David  and  Persis 
Hall.  Charles  LaHatt  of  the  Church  of 
Portland  was  for  a  long  time  the  minister 
of  both  societies.  Members  of  the  branch 
withdrew  from  the  parent  church  to  form 
the  new  one  April  17,  1831,  and  on  May 
10,  1831,  a  council  of  delegates  decided 
that  the  new  church  should  be  received  into 
fellowship.  The  legal  organization  was 
effected  in  January,  1855.    The  first  Trus- 

tees were  John  Wilson,  John  R.  Walker  and 
Austin  Smith.  Elder  Levant  Rathbim  first 
served  as  pastor,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  C.  B.  Keyes.  January  1,  1853,  the 
membership  was  thirty-eight. 

St.  Peter's  Church  (Episcopal)  was  or- 
ganized January  20,  1830.  Its  first  rector 

was  Rev.  Rufus  Murray.  A  church  struc- 
ture of  brick  was  built,  and  this  was  con- 

secrated by  Bishop  Ondeidonk  August  22, 
1833.  Many  rectors  have  served  the  con- 
gregation. 
The  First  Universalis!  Church  was  or- 

ganized in  1833  at  Haights  Corners,  with 
Rev.  Linus  Payne  as  pastor  and  organizer. 
A  church  building  was  built  in  1812.  Among 
the  first  members  were  Larkin  Harrington, 
John  Nye,  Ebenezer  Patterson,  Alvah  Adams, 
Ebenezer  Poor,  Fayette  Dickson,  with  their 
wives,  Hannah  Houghton,  Lucretia  Adams 
and  Mrs.  Betsey  Bickford. 

German  Evangelical  St.  Peter's  Church. — 
The  first  services  of  this  organization  were 
held  in  a  public  schoolhouse  on  Union 
street  in  1861,  when  Rev.  J.  Bliss,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  officiated.  May  4,  1862,  the 
following  persons  united  with  ale  first  Ger- 

man congregation:  John  Schwartz,  Charles 
Brandt,  August  Borig,  J.  Specht,  Christopher 
Nienkirchen,  Daniel  ^astner,  Fred  Peters, 
Fred  Arnemann,  Fr.  Schwartz,  Bernh  Eberle, 
Ard  Gresler,  J.  Borniger,  H.  Arnemann,  G. 
Kastner,  Daniel  Wettlin,  Ch.  Rheinardt. 
Rev.  H.  Koehler  was  the  preacher  from  1861 
to  1863.  In  that  year  the  congregation 
bought  a  schoolhouse  on  Chestnut  Street, 
where  services  were  held.  In  1878  the 
schoolhouse  was  moved  away  and  a  modest 
church  edifice  was  bin...  In  1882  an  annex 

was  built  for  school  purposes.  The  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  church  was  cele- 

brated May  4,  1877,  when  several  ministers 
of  English  and  German  churches  took  part. 
The  church  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. 

St.  James  Roman  Catholic  Church  was 
organized  December  14,  1865.  Rev.  Andrew 
Mulligan  was  the  first  pastor,  and  under 
his  pastorate  the  church  edifice  was  built. 
The  membership  is  not  large. 

The  Westfleld  Academy  was  chartered  by 
the  Legislature  May  5,  1837.  Under  the 
name  of  the  Westfleld  Academy  schools 
were  held  for  several  years  in  the  basement 
of  the  old  Presbyterian  Church.  The  first 
Trustees  were  Joshua  R.  Babcock,  Joel 
Bradley,  Erastus  Dean,  Hon.  Austin  Smith, 
Hugh  W.  Lowry,  Jonathan  Cass,  William 
H.  Seward,  James  McClurg,  Gideon  Good- 
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rich,  John  N.  Reynolds,  William  W.  Cow- 
den,  Abram  Dixon,  Augustine  W.  Baldwin, 
Brown  Blair  and  Samuel  Bucllong.  Hon. 
John  M.  Keep  was  the  fust  Principal  after 
the  Academy  was  chartered.  April  5,  1847, 
the  Number  of  Trustees  was  reduced  to  five. 

The  Westfield  Academy  was  adopted  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1868,  at  which  time  Hon.  Austin 

Smith  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, as  the  Academic  Department  of  the 

Union  School,  and  the  building  and  grounds 
transferred  to  the  Board  of  Education  on 
condition  that  the  union  school  should  as- 

sume the  debts.  Additional  grounds  were 
secured  and  a  structure  built,  costing  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  The  union  school  Avas 
formed  from  Districts  One.  Two  Seven  and 
Eleven,  and  the  Academy.  Professors  of 
distinguished  ability  have  served  succes- 

sively in  the  Academy.  The  citizens  are 
thoroughly  alive  to  the  advantages  of  first 
class  schools,  and  the  Boards  of  Education, 
have  been  made  up  of  men  of  progressive 
spirit  and  liberal  minds.  Through  the  gen- 

erosity of  William  Vorce  and  John  H.  Plumb 
the  Board  is  able  to  award  twofree  scholar- 

ships each  year. 
Chautauqua  post  office,  the  first  post  office 

in  the  county,  was  established  May  6,  1806, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  James  Mc- 
Mahan,  Postmaster.  On  Jane  15,  1818, 
Westfield  post  office  on  the  other  side  of 
the  creek  was  established,  Ferin  Deming, 
Postmaster,  and  the  first  named  office  was 
discontinued. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  is  an  institution  of  vigorous  life  and 
has  been  a  factor  of  much  good  in  the  com- 

munity. It  was  organized  in  1880  by  Mrs. 
Mary  T.  Burt  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Stowits, 
wife  of  Rev.  C.  S.  Stowits,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Westfield,  was  the 
first  President. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Westfield  was 
the  immediate  successor  to  the  Bank  of 
Westfield,  a  state  bank  organized  in  1848 
by  Sextus  H.  Hungerford,  and  was  formed 
with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  capital, 
in  July,  1864.  It  began  business  October  1, 
that  year.  The  first  directors  were  Francis 
B.  Brewer,  Sextus  H.  Hungerford,  Levi  A. 
Skinner,  Edward  A.  Skinner,  John  PI.  Min- 
ton.    F.  B.  Brewer  was  President. 
Westfield  people  had  home  newspapers 

when  the  town  was  yet  young.  In  182C-28 
Harvey  Newcomb  published  the  Western 
Star.  Next  came  the  Chautauqua  Phoenix, 
by  Hull  &  Newcomb;  G.  W.  Newcomb  con-, 
tinned  this,  1831  to  1838,  as  the  American 

Eagle,  when  G.  W.  Bliss  changed  it  to  the 
Westfield  Courier.  A  dozen  or  so  other  pa- 

pers have  been  in  the  field.  One  was  moved 
to  DunkirK  and  another  to  Tonawanda. 
The  Westfield  Republican  claims  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  Republican  paper  of  the 
state.  It  was  founded  April  25,  1855,  by 
M.  C.  Rice.  It  was  sold  March  8,  1873,  to 
Frank  A.  Hall,  with  whom  was  associated 
Joseph  H.  Hall.  Frank  A.  Hall  sold  the 
paper  October  4,  1883,  to  Alfred  E.  Rose, 
who  sold  to  Hugh  W.  Thompson  in  1886, 
the  present  editor  and  proprietor. 

Of  the  fraternal  and  benevolent  orders  of 
Westfield,  Summit  Lodge,  No.  219,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  was  brought  from  May- 
ville  April  29,  1852,  the  present  charter 
bearing  date  June  11,  1851. 

Westfield  Council,  No.  8,  Royal  Arcanum, 
was  organized  in  April,  1878,  and  it  early 
attained  a  membership  of  100. 

Westfield  Lodge,  No.  591,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  organized,  under 
dispensation,  dated  September  30,  1890, 
issued  to  John  Hatsell,  L.  V.  Gerrard.  F.  H. 
Baker,  H.  S.  Preston,  J.  L.  Waterman,  Will 
Norton  and  Andrew  Johnson,  and  was  in- 

stituted in  October,  1890,  when  twenty-five 
were  initiated. 

William  Sackett  Post,  No.  324,  Grand 

Army  of  the  Republic,  was  organized  De- 
cember 13,  18S3,  with  J.  H.  Towle,  G.  T. 

Jewett,  Alexander  McDade,  G.  M.  Rykert, 
P.  W.  Bemis,  S.  E.  Bacon,  E.  A.  Skinner, 
W.  H.  Ralph,  George  Maurer,  G.  A.  Isham, 
M.  Atwater,  J.  S.  Bohn,  Charles  Brown,  D. 
H.  Beadle,  W.  O.  Case,  Fred  Fox,  John  H. 
Fry,  H.  Hanchett,  Martin  Harmon,  G.  A. 
Hopkins,  D.  E.  Isham,  H.  L.  Knowlton,  C. 
C.  Lewis,  J.  J.  Munson,  H.  Rinbach,  C.  J. 
Randall,  J.  L.  Smith,  Fred  Swartz,  Joseph 

Stecher,  George  Tate,  Frank  Vogstadt,  Hor- 
ace Washburn,  R.  D.  Vrooman,  John  Batch- 

elder,  Horace  Burbee,  Theodore  Walters  as 
charter  members. 

PURCHASES. 

Purchases  from  John  Mc  Mahan  of  lands  in 
the  tract  bought  by  him  from  the  Holland 
Company: 

1801.  November,  John  Allen,  lot  4. 
1802.  May,  James  McMahan,  13;  W.  and 

A.  Murray,  25.  July,  Abram  Frederick,  7; 
W.  and  A.  Fisher,  19;  Martin  and  Nathaniel 
Dickey,  16.  November,  James  Brannan,  3; 
David  Kinkaid,  14. 

1803.  January,  Arthur  Bell,  3;  John 
Christopher  Dull,  27,  30;  John  Henry,  12; 
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Jeremiah  George,  :!;  James  Morehead,  80. 
July,  James  Montgomery,  G.  September, 
Andrew  Straub,  26  or  17. 

1804.  July,  Jacou  George,  G,  13.  Septem- 
ber, Laughlin  McNeil,  G;  John  Lyon,  30. 

1805.  June,  John  Degeer,  IS.  Novem- 
ber, Alexander  Montgomery,  2;  George 

Whitehill,  18. 
1806.  June,  Hezekiah  Barker,  12. 
1807.  January,  David  Bason,  18;  Low 

Miniger  and  John  Dull,  18. 
The  following  named  persons  bought  of 

McMahan  by  deed. 
1806.  February,  Samuel  Frederick,  7; 

Low  Miniger,  26. 
1809.    September,  Nathan  S.  Roberts,  17. 
The  number  of  acres  in  these  several  pur- 

chases was  sixty-one  hundred  eighty-five. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    IN  TOWNSHIP 
THREE,  RANGE  FOURTEEN. 

1817.  April,  Harmon  Culver,  40;  Benja- 
min Amsden,  40. 

1821.  October,  Timothy  Parker,  57,  58. 
1822.  April,  Joel  Loomis,  48.  October, 

Henry  A.  Haight,  63. 
1823.  June,  Norman  Rexford,  4G.  Silas 

and  Alexander  Poor,  G3;  Ebenezer  P.  Poor, 
G2.  July,  William  Tickner,  50;  Samuel 
Adams,  61;  Jacob  Orcutt,  57.  September, 
Hazelton  Winslow,  47. 

1824.  March,  -^evy  Harrington.  53;  Cyrus 
Bickford,  46.  April,  Ezra  Bickford,  59. 
June,  Larkin  Harrington,  38.  August,  Moses 
Lancaster,  55.  October,  David  Stanton  59; 
Udney  H.  Jacobs,  52.  November,  Cyrus 
Dunbar,  55,  56. 

1825.  February,  Henry  Mulliner,  41. 
March,  Asabel  Root,  52.  April,  Udney  S. 
Jacobs,  44.  May,  Stephen  Hoxie,  37.  June, 
Allen  Parker,  57.  August,  Allen  W.  Ingra- 
ham,  37.  September,  Herbert  McLeod,  59. 
October,  Moses  Porter,  51.  November,  Rus- 

sell Rogers,  52;  Elijah  Porter,  44.  Decem- 
ber, Joseph  Lyon,  42. 

1826.  January,  William  P.  Adams,  60. 
April,  John  Parks,  49;  William  Pickard,  49; 
Mrs.  Isaac  Coon,  54;  Walter  Strong,  50. 
June,  Isaac  Porter,  55.  July,  David  Y.  Stan- 

ton, 51.  September,  Charles  Granger,  42; 
Zalmon  Ames,  64. 

1827.  April,  Frederick  Fox,  64.  May, 
Selah  Lanfear,  40. 

ORIGINAL    PURCHASES    IN  TOWNSHIP 
FOUR  RANGE  FOURTEEN. 

1810.  April,  James  McMahan.  12.  Sep- 
tember, Robert  Sweet,  25;  Isaac  Sweet,  25; 

John  Allen,  4;  Laughlin  McNeal,  6;  John 

Lyon,  30;  Isaac  McClurg,  13;  Frederick  Rog- 
ers, 18;  James  Montgomery,  6;  Arthur  Bell, 

3;  John  Moorhead,  30;  Thomas  Gray,  12; 
Jacob  George,  6,  13;  Nicholas  George,  3; 
Sarah  Perry,  13,  18;  James  McMahan,  15; 
George  Whitehill,  18;  David  Eason,  IS; 
William  Lowry,  13.  December,  Hugh 
Whitehill,  18. 

1811.  February,  David  Eason,  IS.  May, 
John  Eason,  25;  Andrew  Kelsey,  30;  John 
Smith,  31;  Thomas  McClintock,  17.  Decem- 

ber, John  Fay,  31. 
1814.  August,  Jonathan  Nichols,  2. 
1815.  May,  Harmon  Culver,  2;  Joel 

Loomis,  4;  Robert  Cochran,  2d,  4.  June, 
Luther  Thayer.  October,  Rebecca  McNeil, 
6;  Stephen  Rumsey,  4.  November,  David 
Knight,  25;  Absalom  Peacock,  8. 

1816.  July,  Ebenezer  Harris,  29. 
1817.  March,  Jonathan  Cass,  32:  Gilbert 

Dean,  1;  Calvin  E.  Macomber,  31;  James 
McMahan,  G,  20.  June,  Moses  Hurlbut,  20. 
December,  Hugh  Whitehill,  19. 

1818.  January,  Dyer  Carver,  20.  Febru- 
ary, Jesse  Holley,  5.  July,  Charles  Stan- 

ton, 5.    October,  Daniel  S.  Bouton,  33. 
1S19.    February,  John  House,  29. 

1821.  July,  Dolphus  Babcock,  37;  Eben- 
ezer Harris,  29.  August,  John  Shipboy,  3; 

James  McMahan,  G;  Robert  Cochran,  4. 
1823.  January,  Lyman  Harrington,  16. 

March,  William  T.  Howell,  1 5 ;  William  Sex- 
ton, 15.  May,  John  Winchell,  29;  Matthew 

McClintock,  10;  Charles  C.  Tupper,  1G. 
1824.  July,  John  Chamberlain,  29.  Oc- 

tober, Thomas  B.  Campbell,  18. 
182G.  October,  Isaac  Sweet,  25;  Henry 

Abell,  IS. 

SUPERVISORS. 

1829,  Amos  Atwater;  1830,  John  Mc- 
Whorter;  1831-2-3,  Amos  Atwater;  1834-5, 
Robert  Cochran;  1830-7,  George  Hall;  1838, 
William  Sexton;  1839-40-1,  Elijah  Waters; 
1842,  Thomas  B.  Campbell;  1843,  James 
Pratt;  1844,  Thomas  B.  Campbell;  1845-6-7, 
John  G.  Hinckley;  18  IS,  Alvin  Plumb;  1S49- 
50,  Austin  Smith;  1851,  George  Hall;  1852, 
Alvin  Plumb;  185 3-4,  Joshua  R.  Babcock; 
1855,  John  G.  Hinckley;  1S56-7,  William 
Vorce;  1858-9-60,  George  W.  Patterson;  1S61- 
2-3-4-5-6,  Sextus  H.  Hungerford;  1867,  George 
W.  Patterson;  1SGS-9,  Francis  B.  Brewer; 

1S70-1,  Henry  C.  Kingsbury:  1S72-3-4-5-6-7- 
8-9,  Francis  B.  Brewer;  1880-1-2,  Edward  A. 
Skinner;  1883-4-5,  E.  H.  Dickerman;  1SS6- 
7-8-9-90-1-2-3-4-5-G-7-S-9-1900-1-2-3-4-5,  S.  Fred 
Nixon. 
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FRANCIS  BEATTIE  BREWER,  M.  D. 

Keene,  New  Hampshire,  October  8,  1820 — 
Westfleld,  New  York,  July  29,  1892. 

Dr.  Brewer  moved  from  TitusviJlc,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  Westfleld  May  1,  1861,  at  which 

time  his  growing  business  interests  com- 
pelled him  to  relinquish  the  practice  of 

medicine,  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  for 
sixteen  years.  He  soon  began  to  identify 
himself  with  the  business  interests  of  his 
new  home,  purchasing  considerable  village 
and  farm  property.  In  18G4  he  joined  in  tue 
organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Westfleld,  of  which  he  was  the  President 
for  ten  years,  and  a  director  for  the  remain- 

der of  his  life.  During  the  same  year  he 
with  others  organized  the  Townsend  Manu- 

facturing Company,  and  in  18C5  he  was 
chosen  its  President,  and  in  1870,  having  be- 

come sole  proprietor,  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  Westfleld  Lock  Works.  In  18u4  he 
volunteered  his  services  as  surgeon  in  tne 
army,  but  being  incapacitated  for  The  hard 
work  of  the  field,  he  was  sent  in  April,  18G5, 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as  medical  in- 

spector for  New  York  State,  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Fen  ton  as  Military 

State  Agent  with  the  rank  of  Major,  and  in 
this  capacity  he  remained  on  duty  in  Vir- 

ginia, the  Carolinas  and  in  the  hospitals  of 
Annapolis  and  Washington  till  the  end  of  tne 
war,  looking  after  the  condition  and  needs 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  tnis 
state. 

In  18G8  he  was  elected  Supervisor  and 
served  upon  the  Board  for  ten  years,  for 
three  of  which  he  was  its  Chairman.  Dur- 

ing a  part  of  this  time  he  also  served  as 
President  of  the  village.  In  1872  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Con- 

vention at  Philadelphia,  and  assisted  in 
nominating  General  Grant,  of  whom  he  was 
an  ardent  admirer.  In  1873-4  he  represent- 

ed the  First  Assembly  District  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  was  a  member  of  the  Ways  and 

Means  Committee  both  years.  President 
Grant,  in  1874,  appointed  him  a  Government 
Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  a 
position  which  he  continued  to  hold  under 
President  Hayes.  He  was  a  manager  of  the 
Buffalo  State  Insane  Asylum  in  1881-2,  ap- 

pointed by  Governor  Cornell,  and  again  in 
1886-7,  appointed  by  Governor  Hill.  In  1882 
he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-eighth  Congress 
as  representative  of  the  Thirty-third  Dis- 

trict, comprising  Chautauqua  and  Cattarau- 
gus Counties.  During  his  time  he  was  a 

member  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Dr.  Brewer  was  a  Whig  in  his  earlier  days, 
and  a  staunch  Republican  ever  since  the 
formation  of  that  party,  and  an  active  sup- 

porter of  its  men  and  measures.  He  be- 
lieved in  American  ways  and  institutions. 

He  did  not  seek  preferment  or  office,  but 
he  never  refused  to  serve  his  fellow  citi- 

zens as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  He 
was  a  member  of  Summit  Lodge,  No.  219, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  cordially 
assisted  and  encouraged  all  organizations 
formed  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town 
and  county;  as  a  citizen  was  public-spirited, 
and  socially  was  refined,  courteous  and  gen- 

erous. His  charities  were  numberless,  and 
the  grateful  acknowledgement  of  his  timely 
assistance  to  many  struggling  with  misfor- 

tune, and  the  unusual  tokens  of  respect  in 
closing  all  places  of  business,  and  the  large 
attendance  at  his  funeral  indicated  the  af- 

fectionate regard  in  which  he  was  held  by 
his  fellow  townsmen. 

Of  Dr.  Brewer's  ancestry  it  is  said  that 
they  came  from  Exeter,  Devonshire,  Eng- 

land; that  his  great  grandfather  was  Thom- 
as Brewer,  a  shipbuilder  of  Boston  in  1760; 

that  his  grandfather,  Col.  Ebenezer  Brewer 
was  on  the  staff  of  General  Johnathan 
Chase,  of  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  during 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  afterwards 

married  General  Chase's  daughter  Mary. 
His  father,  Ebenezer  Brewer,  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  in  1817  married  Julia, 
daughter  of  William  Emerson  of  Windsor, 
Vermont.  Their  eldest  son,  Francis,  re- 

ceived his  education  at  Dartmouth  College, 
and  while  pursuing  his  studies  there  he 
united  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was 
graduated  in  1843  and  in  1845  received  uis 
diploma  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
same  institution,  and  began  practice  in 
Barnet,  Vermont.  He  removed  to  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts,  in  1850,  and  to  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1851,  where  he  remained 
till  1861. 

Notwithstanding  the  just  pride  and  grati- 
fication Dr.  Brewer  felt  at  the  many  marks 

of  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  was 
held  by  his  fellow  citizens,  he  ever  looked 
back  to  the  ten  years  previous  to  bis  com- 

ing to  Chautauqua  County  as  the  period 
of  his  most  conspicuous  service  to  science 
and  civilization — his  conception  of  the  vast 
possibilities  of  petroleum,  which  up  to  that 
time  he  alone  seems  to  have  grasped,  and 
his  efforts  in  the  inauguration  of  the  busi- 

ness of  producing  and  marketing  it  on  a 
large  scale.    The  product  itself  was  not  new 
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to  science  when  he  first  became  acquainted 
with  it  while  practicing  medicine  at  Plym- 

outh, and  he  used  it  with  success  in  many 
cases.  In  1850  he  went  out  to  Western  Penn- 

sylvania to  visit  his  father,  who,  as  the  sen- 
ior member  of  the  firm  of  Brewer,  Watson 

&  Company,  had  established  extensive  lum- 
ber operations  on  Oil  Creek,  a  locality  soon 

to  become  famous  as  the  birthplace  of  a 
business  so  important  and  far-reaching  that 
it  was  literally  to  affect  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  Here,  near  their  saw-mill,  he 
saw  flowing  from  the  bank  of  Oil  Creek  that 
famous  petroleum  spring — the  fountain-head 
of  this  great  industry.  He  was  invited  to 
become  a  member  of  the  firm,  and  the  next 
year  removed  to  Titusville  and  assumed  an 
active  part  in  the  business.  Here  he  im- 

mediately became  greatly  interested  in  pe- 
troleum, and  after  three  years  of  investiga- 

tion and  experiment  in  gathering  and  using 
the  oil,  during  which  a  belief  in  its  great 
possibilities  deepened  into  settled  convic- 

tion; and  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
abundant  surface  indications  throughout  the 
whole  valley  of  Oil  Creek,  he  felt  fully  justi- 

fied in  describing  it  as  "a  peculiar  oil,  sur- 
passing in  value  any  other  oil  now  in  use 

for  burning,  for  lubricating  machinery,  and 
as  a  medicinal  agent.  The  yield  is  abund- 

ant, and  is  believed  to  be  inexhaustible." 
These  words  are  from  a  letter  written  by 
Dr.  Brewer  in  the  summer  of  1854  to 
Messrs.  Eveleth  and  Bissell,  of  New  York, 
who  had  already  become  interested  in  some 
samples  which  he  had  taken  east  for  scien- 

tific examination.  This  letter  also  contained 
a  proposition  on  the  part  of  Brewer,  Watson 
&  Company,  looking  towards  the  formation 
of  a  company  by  the  New  York  parties  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  and  marketing  the 
oil.  It  was  followed  soon  after  by  a  trip 
to  New  York  by  Dr.  Brewer,  who  forwarded 
at  the  same  time  a  considerable  quantity  of 
the  oil  to  Mr.  Bissell,  which  was  by  him 
submitted  to  the  examination  of  several 
chemical  experts.  Their  reports  as  to  the 
value  of  the  oil  were  practically  unanimous, 
but  none  thought  it  would  be  found  in  quan- 

tity. This  was  the  very  point  upon  which 
Dr.  Brewer's  scientific  knowledge  and  care- 

ful observations  had  led  him  to  an  entirely 
different  conclusion.  His  positive  statement 
of  the  belief,  and  his  indisputable  argu- 

ments, together  with  the  consignment  of  a 
large  quantity  of  the  oil  itself,  finally  con- 

vinced these  gentlemen  that  it  would  be 
found  in  abundance,  and  that  a  fortune 
awaited  their  investment.    In  a  letter  to 

Dr.  Brewer,  dated  November  6,  1854,  Messrs. 
Eveleth  and  Bissell  announced  that  the  organ- 

ization of  a  joint  stock  company  was  nearly 
completed,  and  the  following  month  the 
certificate  of  incorporation  of  the  Pennsyl- 

vania Rock  Oil  Company  (the  first  of  its 
kind)  was  filed  with  the  Recorder  of  the 

City  of  New  York,  and  by  its  instrumental- 
ity the  dream  of  Dr.  Brewer  and  those  with 

whom  he  was  associated — of  placing  a  valu- 
able and  inexhaustible  commodity  on  the 

markets  of  the  world — was  realized. 

PHILANDER   W.   BE  MIS. 

Lieut.  Philander  W.  Bemus,  one  of  Gen. 

Phil.  Sheridan's  cavalrymen  in  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  was  born  in  the  Town  of 
French  Creek  February  5,  1842,  and  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Bethiah  (Vanostrand) 
Bemis.    David  Bemis  was  born  in  Vermont, 

LIEUT.  PHILANDER  W.  BEMIS 

but  when  a  small  boy  his  father  Steven 
Bemis,  moved  to  the  Town  of  French  Creek 
where  David  grew  to  manhood  and  lived 
the  most  of  his  life.  He  was  a  farmer  by 

occupation  and  was  one  of  the  early  Aboli- 
tionists but  joined  the  Republican  Party  at 

its  birth.  He  died  in  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  in 

18G7,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Philander  W. 
Bemis  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm,  at- 
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tended  the  public  schools.  When  President 
Lincoln  called  for  volunteers  at  the  break- 

ing out  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  among  the 
first  that  offered  his  services  to  his  govern- 
men  and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  having  just  moved  to  that 
state.  A  letter  written  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  formerly  Colonel  of  the  Eighth 

Illinois  Cavalry,  contains  the  following:  "it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  have  an  oppor- 

tunity to  recommend  Philander  W.  Bemis, 
formerly  Sergeant-Major  of  the  Eighth  Illi- 

nois Cavalry.  I  promoted  him  from  the 
ranlcs  by  reason  of  his  efficiency  and  soldier- 

ly conduct.  He  is  well  qualified  to  command 
a  company  of  cavalry,  is  brave,  gentlemanly 

and  honest,  and  I  wish  him  success."  Mr. 
Bemis  was  mustered  out  of  service  in  the 
latter  part  of  18G2  by  an  order  from  the 
War  Department  as  a  supernumerary  officer, 
but  re-enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  New  York 
Cavalry  and  served  until  June  17,  1S65,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  a  gunshot 
wound  in  his  left  arm  and  shoulder,  received 

at  the  Battle  of  P^ive  Forks  on  the  first  day 
of  April,  1SG5,  while  in  a  cavalry  charge 
led  by  the  gallant  General  Custer.  The  ball 
remained  in  his  shoulder  fifteen  months, 
and  he  has  been  a  sufferer  all  of  these  years 
from  the  effects  of  this  wound.  Lieutenant 
Bemis  made  an  enviable  war  record  of 
which  he  may  be  justifiably  proud  as  he 
served  under  Sheridan  in  all  of  that  great 

commander's  famous  campaigns  in  Virginia, 
and  participated  in  nearly  all  of  the  great 
battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  a 
great  number  of  skirmishes.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  came  to  Westfield  where  he 
has  resided  ever  since  and  where  he  served 

five  years  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Eleventh  Sep- 
arate Company,  New  York  State  troops.  He 

has  been  since  boyhood  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  has  been 
an  official  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 

pal Church  in  Westfield  for  thirty-five  years, 
having  held  the  offices  of  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  class  leader,  steward. 
Superintendent  of  Sunday  School  and  ex- 
horter;  at  the  present  time  he  is  class 
leader,  steward  and  exhorter.  He  is  an 
earnest  Republican  in  politics,  having  served 
several  years  as  a  member  of  the  Chautau- 

qua County  Republican  Committee:  has  al- 
ways been  active  in  the  temperance  cause; 

served  several  terms  as  Town  Clerk  of 
Westfield,  and  as  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  eighteen  years  as  Deputy 
Sheriff,  which  office  he  holds  at  the  present 
time.    He  is  Past  Master  of  Summit  Lodge, 

219,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  has  always 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  having  served  on  the  staff 
of  the  Commander-in-chief  with  rank  of 
Colonel,  also  on  the  staff  of  the  Department 
Commander  of  the  State  of  New  York;  has 
been  Commander  of  William  Sackett  Post, 
of  which  he  is  a  member,  five  different 
terms.  He  has  been  connected  with  i^e 
Chautauqua  Assembly  ever  since  it  was 
organized  and  has  entire  charge  of  the  ticket 
department  in  which  he  handles  from  thirty 
to  fifty  thousand  dollars  every  year  in 
connection  with  the  ticket  department.  He 
is  and  has  been  Chief  of  Police  for  fifteen 
years,  both  positions  being  held  by  him  at 
the  present  time. 
August  14,  1866,  he  married  Jennie  A. 

McCollom,  a  noble  Christian  woman,  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  and  Melinda  McCollom  of 

Westfield.  Lieutenant  and  Mrs.  Bemis  have 
two  children  living,  Ernest  W.  and  Pearl 
Aretta  Persons.  Both  are  married  and  have 
two  children  each.  Ernest  lives  in  West- 
field  and  has  entire  charge  of  the  Welch 
printing  plant.  Pearl  lives  in  Batavia, 
where  her  husband,  Charles  E.  Persons,  is 
assistant  manager  of  the  Bogue  Nurseries. 
Mr.  Bemis  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  he 
was  Marshal  in  the  great  parade  at  the 
Centennial  celebration  of  the  settlement  of 
Chautauqua  County  held  in  Westfield  June 
25  and  26.  1902. 

HENRY  C.  KINGSBURY. 

Henry  C.  Kingsbury  for  nearly  fifty  years 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  favorably 
known  lawyers  of  Chautauqua  County,  was 
the  son  of  William  and  Hilpah  (Winchell) 
Kingsbury,  and  born  at  Homer,  Cortiand 
County,  New  York,  November  6,  ls:;o.  He 
was  a  descendant  on  his  paternal  side  of 
Ephriam  Kingsbury,  who  was  born  in  Cov- 

entry, Connecticut,  in  1740,  and  who  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  Vvilliam  Kings- 

bury, the  father  of  H.  C.  Kingsbury,  was 
also  born  in  Coventry,  August  27,  1780,  as 
a  scion  of  a  patriotic  and  loyal  family,  we 
are  not  surprised  to  find  that  he  volunteered 
his  services  in  the  War  of  1812  and  saw 
considerable  fighting.  He  was  reared  and 
trained  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  when 
a  young  man  took  up  the  trade  of  tanning, 
in  which  he  became  very  proficient  anu  suc- 

cessful. He  came  to  New  York  State  in 
1816  and  settled  in  Homer,  where  he  was 
married  to  Hilpah  Winchell  who  was  also 
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from  Connecticut,  and  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  one  of  mem  dying  in  infancy. 
He  lived  in  Homer  until  his  death  in  1867, 
his  wife  surviving  him  two  years. 

H.  C.  Kingsbury  was  educated  and  spent 
his  early  life  in  Homer,  alier  his  gradua- 

tion from  uie  i.omer  Academy,  which  was 
tuen  one  of  me  leading  high  schools  in  the 
central  part  of  the  state,  and  at  which 
many  men  who  have  since  become  eminent 
received  their  early  education,  he  entered 
Hamilton  College  at  Clinton  where  he  grad- 

uated with  honors  in  the  year  1849.  After 
his  graduation  Mr.  Kingsbury  returned  to 
Homer  and  immediately  began  the  stuqy  of 
law,  in  the  office  of  William  Northrup,  then 
a  celebrated  lawyer  of  Cortland  County,  and 
remained  in  his  office  until  he  was  admicted 

to  the  Bar  in  1851,  being  then  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  After  his  admission  to  the 
Bar  he  removed  to  Norwich,  New  York,  and 
began  the  practice  of  the  law  which  was 
destined  to  be  his  life  work.  He  remained 
in  Norwich  until  he  removed  to  Sherman 
in  1854.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Sherman 

Mr.  Kingsbury  by  his  strict  attention  to  bus- 
iness, pleasant  and  affable  manner  an  .  un- 

swerving integrity,  won  the  confidence  of 
the  community;  he  obtained  a  large  client- 

age in  Sherman  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, which  remained  steadfast  and  loyal, 

and  ever  afterwards  sought  his  advice  and 
counsel  when  requiring  legal  assistance.  In 
those  early  days  of  his  practice,  he  dis- 

played those  marked  characteristics  as  a 
lawyer  which  distinguished  him  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  professional  career. 

While  living  in  Sherman  Mr.  Kingsbury 
was  married  to  Mercy  A.  LaDue,  a  native 
of  Westfleld,  September  3,  1855.  After  re- 

maining" in  Sherman  until  1859,  Mr.  Kings- 
bury removed  to  Westfleld  where  he  con- 

tinued the  practice  of  the  law  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  Upon  coming  to  Westfleld  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  late  Zenas 
C.  Young,  who  was  then  an  established  law- 

yer at  Westfleld,  and  from  its  inception  the 
firm  of  Kingsbury  &  Young  enjoyed  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  lucrative  practices 
then  had  in  Chautauqua  County.  This  part- 

nership continued  until  it  was  dissolved  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Young  in  the  year  1872. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Young  Mr.  Kings- 

bury continued  the  practice  alone  for  many 
years;  during  this  time  his  business  con- 

stantly increased,  and  at  every  term  of 
Court  held  at  Mayville,  he  could  be  found 
engaged  either  as  attorney  or  counsel  in 
some  important  case.    It  has  been  said  of 

him  that  for  over  twenty  years  he  never 
missed  a  term  of  court  held  in  Chautauqua 
County.  After  the  admission  to  the  Bar  of 
his  sons  Carlton  and  Henry  C  Kingsbury, 
he  was  associated  with  either  one,  until  his 
death. 
As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  guied 

with  a  rare  acuteness  of  mind,  and  a  vision 
which  enabled  him  to  discuss  the  essential 
features  and  true  point  of  difference  in  the 
controversies  committed  to  his  care;  no 
client  of  his  ever  had  reason  to  regret  his 
advice  or  counsel;  an  old  client  relates  that 
out  of  twenty  cases  he  had  tried  for  him 
during  his  practice  he  lost  but  one.  His 
speeches  were  distinguished  by  their  bold 
and  happy  novelties  of  expression,  genial 
wit,  felicities  of  phrase,  cutting  satire,  and 
loyalty  to  truth  that  caused  ,him  to  avoid 
all  the  arts  and  practices  of  the  demagogue. 
He  was  broad  and  high  minded,  and  while 
somewhat  frail  physically,  he  was  a  giant 
mentally.  He  numbered  among  his  clients 
some  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
citizens  of  Western  New  York,  yet  when 
occasion  required  he  rendered  services  ror 
those  in  the  more  lowly  walks  of  life  as 
cheerfully  and  conscientiously  as  for  the 
more  fortunate.  For  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  death  i..r.  Kingsbury  was  the 
counsel  for  the  Chautauqua  Lake  Assembly, 

a  position  which  he  filled  with  marked  abil- 
ity. As  a  citizen  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  at  the 

forefront  of  all  local  enterprises.  He  was 
a  friend  of  the  public  school  system,  and 
for  over  twenty  years  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Village  of  West- 
field,  and  for  seventeen  years  its  President. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  the  erection  of 
the  Academy  which  was  built  in  1SG8. 
While  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  not  a  member, 
he  was  during  his  long  residence  in  West- 

fleld an  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  one  of  its  trustees  for 
seventeen  years,  during  this  time  both  the 
present  and  former  church  edifice  (which 
was  destroyed  by  fire)  were  erected.  He 
was  closely  identified  with  the  construction 
of  the  Westfleld  water  plant,  and  for  many 

years  President  of  the  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners. He  was  President  of  the  village 

for  a  number  of  years  and  was  ever  ready 
and  willing  to  use  his  influence  and  money 
for  what  he  considered  to  be  the  best  in- 

terests of  Westfleld. 
In  politics  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  a  Demo- 

crat. Owing  to  an  accident  in  early  >outh 
he  was  prevented  taking  pari  in  I  lie  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  nevertheless  lie  contr.  ated 
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his  time  as  well  as  his  money  toward  tne 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  Union.  In 

those  trying  times  of  our  country's  history, 
he  made  speeches  throughout  Western  New 
York  raising  recruits  for  the  army  and  was 
at  the  time  known  as  a  War  Democrat.  ivu\ 
Kingsbury  never  sought  political  honors, 
although  he  was  often  urged  by  his  fellow 

Democrats  in  Chautauqua  County  for  var- 
ious high  offices,  and  on  one  or  two  occa- 

sions when  the  Democratic  Party  was  in 
control  in  the  state  objected  to  his  friends 
presenting  his  name  for  high  appointive 
political  positions.  He  was  a  delegate  from 
his  Congressional  district  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention,  held  at  bt.  i^ouis  in 

1888.  He  represented  the  Town  of  West- 
field  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  in  the 

years  1870  and  1871,  and  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  Democrat  tnat  has 

represented  this  strongly  Republican  town 
on  the  Board  in  over  forty  years. 
We  quote  the  last  triuute  of  his  associates 

at  the  Bar:  "As  a  man  he  possessed  strong 
convictions  upon  the  essential  questions  of 
life  and  was  true  to  them.  His  was  not  a 
weak  nature  blown  hither  and  thither  by 

popular  gusts,  but  he  stood  firmly  by  ever- 
lasting principles  as  he  understood  them. 

It  is  something  to  say  or  a  man  that  he  is 
honest  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men, 

and  that  he  will  not  deprive  another  un- 
justly of  the  least  of  his  physical  posses- 

sions. It  is  more  to  say  of  him  that  he  is 

upright  and  honest  in  his  treatment  of  so- 
ciety, that  he  will  not  deprive  it  of  the  best 

that  is  in  him,  that  he  will  give  it  his  best 
efforts  in  action  and  example,  and  will  not 
permit  the  belief  that  due  success  can  be 
had  without  right  living.  All  this  can  be 

said  of  Mr.  Kingsbury  as  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen, such  being  his  character,  it  necessarily 

followed  that  he  discharged  all  his  duties 

to  his  family  and  communit3r  with  fidelity 
and  honor." 

Mr.  Kingsbury  died  at  Westfield  May  3, 
1903,  while  at  the  zenith  of  his  intellect, 
beloved  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  left  surviving  him  his  wife  and  five 
children,  Carlton  A.  Kingsbury  of  New  York, 

B.  P.  Kingsbury  of  Ogdensburg,  Clara  Kings- 
bury Weeks  of  Jamestown,  (since  deceased), 

Julia  H.  Kingsbury  and  Henry  C.  Kings- 
bury, Jr.,  of  Westfield.  The  sons  all  fol- 
lowed the  profession  of  their  father. 

HON.  JOSEPH  H.  PLUMB. 

Joseph  H.  Plumb  of  Westfield  was  born  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  March  10,  1819.  His  father 
was  Ralph  Plumb  and  his  mother  Parthenia 
(Hudson)  Plumb.  His  father  was  born  at 
Saugoit,  Oneida  County,  New  York,  and  nis 
mother  in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Plumb  attended  school  at  Lodi,  now  Go- 
wanda  and  later  attended  the  Academy  at 
Springville,  the  Oneida  Institute  at  Whites- 
borough,  New  York,  and  completed  his  edu- 

cation at  Fredonia.  When  he  was  but  a 
few  weeks  old  his  parents  returned  to  their 
home  in  Fredonia,  where  the  elder  Plumb 
was  engaged  in  a  general  mercantile  busi- 

ness with  his  brother  Joseph,  under  the  firm 
name  of  J.  &  R.  Plumb.  In  1823  the  family 
moved  to  Aldrichs  Mills,  now  Gowanda, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  remained 
until  May  1,  1S70,  when  he  sold  his  property 
and  moved  to  Buffalo.  He  moved  from 
Buffalo  to  Westfield  April  1,  1873.  Mr. 
Plumb  began  business  in  Gowanda  in  the 
spring  of  1840,  in  company  with  his  father, 
under  the  firm  name  of  R.  Plumb  &  Son. 

They  carried  on  mercantile  and  manufac- 
turing business  and  were  interested  in  farm- 

ing until  the  death  of  Ralph  Plumb  occurred 
in  1867. 

Mr,  Plumb  was  married  August  10,  1842, 
at  Buffalo,  to  Loretta  J.  Rumsey.  Their 
children  are  Ralph  Hudson  Plumb,  Payette 
Rumsey  Plumb,  George  Edward  Plumb  and 
Josephine  Plumb  Dodmau.  He  was  nominat- 

ed and  elected  by  the  Republicans  Supervis- 
or of  Collins,  Brie  County,  in  1851,  and  re- 

elected eight  times,  serving  two  years  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board.  In  the  fall  of  1S59 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the 
Fifth  Assembly  District  of  Brie  County,  as 

Member  of  Assembly,  and  elected.  He  rep- 
resented the  same  district  in  the  session  ot 

18C7.  Mr.  Plumb  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Society  of  Westfield.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Elder  of  the  society  for 

many  years. 

WILLIAM  VORCE. 

William  Vorce  was  born  in  Greenfield, 
Saratoga  County,  New  York,  April  20,  1807, 
and  died  at  Westfield,  October  20,  1900.  He 
came  to  Ellery,  in  this  county  with  his 
father,  Jedediah  Vorce,  in  1810.  In  1850  he 
came  to  Westfield  and  moved  on  to  the 
Colonel  McMahan  place  west  of  the  village, 
the  first  farm  settled  in  Chautauqua  County. 
Later  he  moved  upon  the  John  D.  Patterson 
farm  now  owned  by  A.  S.  Watson,  where  he 
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lived  for  many  years.  In  1889  he  bought 

J.  G.  Harris'  interest,  in  the  Westfield  grist- 
mill. In  the  trade  Mr.  Vorce  came  into  pos- 

session of  the  octagon  house  on  South  Port- 
age Street,  and  Mr.  Harris  took  the  Vorce 

farm  above  referred  to.  Soon  after  Mr. 

Vorce  bought  Brie  Hall's  interest  and  be- 
came sole  proprietor. 

Mr.  Vorce's  occupation  has  always  been 
that  of  a  farmer,  but  during  his  later  years 
he  was  classed  as  a  capitalist.  In  1896  he 
sold  the  mill  to  Hiram  V.  Herrick,  a  nephew. 
At  one  time  he  was  an  extensive  cattle 

buyer  and  to  a  limited  extent  was  interest- 
ed in  manufacturing.  Up  to  within  a  few 

years  of  his  death  he  has  been  prominent  in 
town  and  county  affairs.  In  politics  he  vot- 

ed for  General  Jackson  as  his  first  Presi- 
dential candidate,  but  has  always  been  a 

steadfast  Republican  ever  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  party.  From  1855  to  1857  he  was 

Supervisor  of  Westfield  and  in  1S5S  to  1861 
was  Sheriff  of  Chautauqua  County.  He  also 
held  the  office  of  Excise  Commissioner  for 

one  term  being  elected  as  a  no-license  can- 
didate. On  the  old  McMahan  farm  he  erect- 

ed a  stone  monument  on  which  was  in- 
scribed the  fact  that  this  was  the  place  of 

the  first  settlement,  of  the  county,  and  also 
the  site  of  the  first  post  office  in  Westfield. 

His  last  public  act  of  importance  was  his 
founding  the  Vorce  Scholarship  tor  West- 
held  High  School.  June  18,  1891,  lie  pre- 

sented the  Board  of  Education  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  interest  of  which,  sixty 

dollars  a  year,  is  given  annually  to  the  pupil 
passing  the  highest  examination  in  any  four 
of  the  following  subjects:  English  Gram- 

mar, Arithmetic,  United  States  History, 
Physiology,  Geology,  Botany,  Physics  and 
Physical  Geography. 

He  was  married  to  Caroline  Leet,  wbo  sur- 
vives him.  February  25,  1900,  they  cele- 

brated the  seventieth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage.  His  widow  is  a  few  years  his 
junior.  They  had  three  sons:  Hiram,  La- 
Fayette  and  William,  Jr.  The  latter  died  in 
boyhood,  the  other  two  died  the  same  year, 
1864,  Hiram  being  killed  at  the  Battle  of 
Petersburg,  and  LaFayette  died  in  Cleve- 

land. From  having  a  son  in  the  army,  Mr. 
Vorce  always  took  a  great  interest  in  all 
old  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War. 

His  nearest  relative  is  William  N.  Vorce, 

a  grandson,  who  now  resides  at  Erie,  Penn- 
sylvania. 
William  Vorce  was  a  remarkably  strong 

man,  both  physically  and  mentally.  He 
weighed  usually,  about   two   hundred  fifty 

pounds,  and  had  no  ailment  except  being 
troubled  with  rheumatism,  which  interfered 
with  his  walking.  His  death  was  due  to  old 
age.  Up  to  within  three  months  he  has  been 
able  to  attend  to  all  of  his  business.  His 
death  followed  closely  his  breaking  down. 
For  many  years  he  had  been  a  familiar  fig- 

ure on  the  streets  of  Westfield.  He  always 
rode  in  his  buggy,  summer  and  winter,  and 
until  a  very  few  years  ago  never  wore  an 
overcoat.  His  leading  mental  characteris- 

tics were  prudence,  economy,  remarkably 
clear  business  foresight  and  the  strictest 

integrity.  Although  he  leaves  a  large  for- 
tune, it  has  been  said  by  one  who  was  a  very 

close  friend  in  business  and  other  ways,  that 
Mr.  Vorce  never  speculated.  What  he  ac- 

cumulated was  done  by  his  prudent  sav- 
ing, close  economy  and  the  keen  foresight 

he  had  for  taking  advantage  of  business 
opportunities  that  came  to  him.  In  that 
one  respect  alone  his  life  is  a  valuable  les- 

son to  young  men  who  wish  to  achieve  suc- 
cess. He  was  a  salf-made  man.  His  honor 

was  never  questioned.  By  pursuing  his 
plan,  any  young  man  may  make  a  success 
of  his  life,  even  if  it  is  in  a.  more  humble 
way  than  has  Mr.  Vorce.  It  is  one  thing, 
and  a  good  thing,  to  accumulate  a  compe- 

tency, but  it  is  a  better  thing  to  make  a  rep- 
utation for  strict  honesty  and  uprightness 

such  as  Mr.  Vorce  has  made. 

(For  additional  matter  see  page  66  this  volume. ) 

JONATHAN  NICHOLS. 

Jonathan  Nichols,  eldest  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (McWayne)  Nichols,  was  born 
July  25,  1754,  in  Bolton,  V/orcester  County, 
Massachusetts.  He  grew  up  to  manhood 

on  his  father's  farm  and  on  arriving  at  the 
age  of  twenty  he  enlisted  in  May,  1775,  at 

Swanzey,  New  Hampshire,  in  Colonel  Read's 
regiment  to  serve  under  General  Stark.  The 
regiment  was  in  service  eight  months  and 
then  was  mustered  out.  In  August,  1776, 

he  enlisted  again  in  Colonel  Tim  Bedel's 
regiment,  also  at  Swanzey,  and  served  Ave 
months.  This  regiment  was  also  in  Gen- 

eral Stark's  brigade.  In  July,  1777,  at 
the  call  of  General  Stark  for  men  to  meet 

the  Hessians  sent  out  by  Burgoyne  to  des- 
troy the  stores  at  Bennington,  he  enlisted 

in  a  regiment  under  Colonel  Nichols.  Au- 
gust 16,  at.  the  Battle  of  Bennington,  he  was 

wounded  in  the  face,  but  not  severely.  At 
this  time  he  was  in  service  three  months. 
The  surrender  of  Burgoyne  took  the  seat  of 
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active  war  away  from  New  England,  and 
Mr.  Nichols  was  not  again  called  out.  Alter 
the  war  he  went  to  Orange  County,  Ver- 

mont, where  he  was  married,  January  1, 
1792.  to  Phene  Sackett,  a  native  of  Litch- 

field County,  Connecucut.  They  had  eight 
children,  five  boys  and  three  girls,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  marry  and  have  families. 
About  1811,  or  1812,  Mr.  Nichols,  then  owner 
of  a  good  farm  in  Thetford,  Vermont,  was 
Sheriff  of  Orange  County,  but  allowing  a 
debtor  to  escape  arrest,  his  bond  was  es- 

cheated and  he  lost  his  farm.  In  October, 

1813,  with  his  family  he  made  a  six  weeks' 
journey  to  Chautauqua  County,  New  York, 
driving  a  three  horse  team  the  entire  dis- 

tance. Two  of  his  sons,  aged  seventeen  and 
nineteen  years,  took  up  land  in  lot  two, 
township  four,  range  fourteen,  and  thence 
forward  Mr.  Nichols  and  his  wife  lived  with 
their  eldest  son,  Lorrel,  until  they  died,  one 
in  1842,  and  the  other  in  1844.  In  1832  he 
made  application  for  a  pension  which  was 
granted  and  continued  until  the  death  of  his 
wife,  in  184  4.  Both  are  buried  in  the  old 
Ripley  burying  ground. 

LORREL  NICHOLS. 

Lorrel,  their  eldest  son,  was  ,orn  at  Thet- 
ford, Vermont,  February  9,  1794,  and  grew 

up  10  manhood  (here.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  came  to  the  extreme  west  part  of 

what  is  now  the  Town  of  Westfield  with  all 

his  father's  family.  He  took  up  one  hundred 
acres  on  lot  two  and  cleared  it  of  timber 

with  lus  own  hands,  '  changing  work"  when 
he  needed  help.  In  1869  he  exchanged  his 
farm  for  the  farm  on  North  Portage  Street 
which  he  held  until  he  died.  He  was  drawn 
to  serve  in  the  militia  regiment  commanded 
by  Colonel  McMahan,  early  in  1814,  and 
served  several  months,  being  stationed  at 
Black  Rock.  He  walked  to  Buffalo  to  be 
mustered  in,  and  was  mustered  out  tiiere, 
walking  home  again.  He  received  forty 
acres  of  bounty  land  in  the  forties  for  this 
service.  He  was  for  some  years  Captain  in 
the  militia,  after  the  War  of  1812-14  was 
over,  and  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  seventeen  years.  He  endured  all 
the  hardsnips  of  pioneer  life  uncomplain- 

ingly, and  was  always  a  person  of  great 
prominence  in  the  community.  As  an  in- 

stance of  conditions  peculiar  to  pioneer  me, 
it  may  be  stated  that  during  his  first  win- 

ter here  (1813-14)  he  worked  for  a  North 
East,   Pennsylvania,   farmer   three  months 

at  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  board.  His 
only  work  was  to  thresh  wheat  with  a  flail. 
His  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  lived  in 
a  log  house  meanwhile,  and  his  wages 

helped  support  the  family.  During  the  win- 
ter his  employer  took  a  big  sleigh  loan  ot 

wheat  to  Syracuse,  the  nearest  market, 
and  exchanged  it  for  salt.  He  sold  this  salt 
after  he  came  home  at  five  dollars  per  bushel 
of  fifty-six  pounds.  Mr.  Nichols  took  one 
bushel  at  that  price  for  the  family  use. 

Five-eighths  of  a  month's  wages  wo'dd  be 
considered  a  big  price  now  for  fifty-six 
pounds  of  salt.  Mr.  Nicnols  married,  in 

182G,  Sarah  Knight,  an  old  Thetford  school- 
mate, then  Assistant  Principal  of  what  is  now 

the  Wells,  Female  College,  at  Aurora,  New 
York.  They  had  three  boys,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  grow  to  maturity.  Mrs.  Nichols 
died  in  18G4,  and  Mr.  Nichols  in  1877,  at 
Albany,  New  York. 

DE  AZRO  A.  NICHOLS. 

DoAzro  A.  Nichols,  their  eldest  son,  was 
born  in  Westfield  January  31,  1828,  and 
grew  up  to  manhood  on  the  farm  which  his 
father  cleared  up.  He  taught  several  terms 
of  winter  school  here  and  in  Illinois,  and 
also  did  considerable  land  surveying  in  the 
western  towns  of  this  county.  He  married 
June  1,  1852,  Clarissa  A.  Dickson,  of  Ripley, 
and  they  have  lived  to  celebrate  their  gmd- 
en  wedding.  They  had  three  children,  two 
girls  and  a  boy,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and 
had  families  of  their  own.  In  18U1  a  slight 
sun  stroke  made  farm  work  dangerous  in 
hot  weather  and  so  Mr.  Nichols  went  to 

Springfield,  Ohio,  in  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness, in  company  with  his  cousin,  Clifton 

M.  Nichols.  Two  years  later  his  father 
needed  his  assistance  on  the  farm,  and  Mr. 
Nichols  moved  back.  In  .1873  he  was  asked 
to  assist  in  editorial  work  on  the  Country 

Gentleman,  Albany,  New  York',  where  he 
remained  until  July,  1884,  when  he  pur- 

chased the  Dunkirk  Journal.  Six  months 
later  this  was  united  with  the  Dunkii  ui> 
server  and  the  Chautauqua  Farmer.  In  .ae 
fall  of  188G  Mr.  Nichols  sold  out  to  his 
partners,  and  in  January,  1887,  he  wer.t  into 
the  editorial  rooms  of  the  Ohio  Farmer, 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Late  in  1889  he  was  called 
to  be  commercial  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Ex- 

press, which  position  he  filled  for  ten  j  ears. 
He  then  retired  to  the  family  farm  at  West- 
field,  where  he  still  resides.  He  sti1!  does 
newspaper  work  for  The  Illustrated  Express 
of  Buffalo. 
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BRAYTON  L.  NICHOLS. 

Brayton  L.  Nichols,  his  youngest  child, 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  January  31, 
1863.  He  was  for  some  years  in  the  West- 
field  union  school  but  finished  the  final 
grades  in  Albany.  He  entered  the  High 
School  there  in  1876,  and  graduated  four 
years  later.  He  learned  composition  and 
press  work  in  one  of  the  Albany  daily  paper 
offices,  and  was  a  reporter  later.  He  went 
to  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  woiked  as  reporter 
in  the  office  of  The  Republic  for  a  few 
years.  Then,  in  January,  1885.  he  became 
city  editor  of  the  Dunkirk  Observer,  vvmch 
position  he  held  until  called  to  the  Buffalo 
Express,  as  reporter,  in  1892.  •  n  a  few 
months  he  was  made  assistant  city  editor 
but  after  a  few  months  the  proprietor  made 
him  assistant  managing  editor  of  The  Illus- 

trated Express.  In  1902  he  was  made  man- 
aging editor  of  that  paper.  In  1894  he  was 

married  to  Pauline  C.  Heyl,  of  Dunkirk,  and 
they  have  two  sons. 

HARLAN    L.  MUNSON. 

;  Harlan  Lawrence  Munson  of  Westfield 
was  born  in  Portland,  this  county,  August 
27,  1870.  His  father,  Alson  N.  Munson,  was 
born  April  20,  1843,  and  married  Julia  Plealy 
of  Mayville,  January  1,  18G2.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  set  out  a  vineyard,  and  was 
a  grape  buyer  and  shipper  many  years.  He 
loaded  and  shipped  the  first  car  of  grapes 
from  Westfield.  Harlan  L.  Munson  is  in  the 

ninth  generation  from  Capt.  Thomas  Mun- 
son, one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Hart- 
ford and  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  who  died 

in  New  Haven  in  1685.  His  grandfather 
was  Samuel  C.  Munson,  who  was  born  in 
1803  and  came  to  Portland  with  his  parents 
in  the  winter  of  1818-19,  where  he  died  in 
1883.  His  great  grandfather,  Samuel  Mun- 

son, was  born  in  Southington,  Connecticut, 
July  9,  1762.  He  settled  on  the  old  Ellicott 
Road  in  Portland,  where  he  lived  in  a  log 
house  until  1828,  when  the  present  farm 
house,  now  owned  by  Porter  Z.  Ellis,  was 
built.  Harlan  L.  Munson  has  lived  in  Westfield 

township  since  1886  and  at  his  present  resi- 
dence on  South  Portage  Street  in  the  vil- 

lage since  June,  1901.  He  attended  district 
school  No.  3  at  West  Portland  till  the  spring 
of  3  885;  Westfield  union  school  from  the 
fall  of  18S5  to  January,  1888,  when  he  was 
graduated.  He  continued  the  following  year 
to  prepare  for  a  course  in  the  Cornell  Uni- 

versity  Law   School.     In   June,    1889,  he 

passed  the  highest  examination  of  any  of 
his  class  for  a  Cornell  free  scholarship.  He 
attended  the  school  of  law  there  from  Sep- 

tember, 1889,  to  June,  1892,  and  obtained 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  189T  and 
Master  of  Laws  in  1892.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  at  Buffalo  in  June,  1892,  and 
thereupon  began  the  practice  of  law  at 
Westfield.  In  1893  lie  was  in  the  office  of 
Marcy  &  Close  in  Buffalo,  but  returned  to 
Westfield  in  1894,  when  he  became  associat- 

HARLAN  L.  MUNSON 

ed  in  law  practice  with  Arthur  B.  Ottaway, 
whose  office  he  first  entered  as  a  clerk  dur- 

ing his  summer  vacation  in  1890.  Mr.  Mun- 
son married  Bertha  E.  Bennett,  daughter  of 

Lyman  Bennett,  at  Ripley,  September  12, 
1900.  They  have  one  child,  Donald  Bennett 
Munson,  who  was  born  November  30,  1902- 
Mr.  Munson  once  received  a  nomination  for 
Surrogate  by  the  Democratic  Party  of  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  law  school 
fraternity,  Phi  Delta  Phi,  and  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

JOHN  CHARLES  JONES. 

John  Charles  Jones,  of  Westfield,  Sheriff 
of  Chautauqua  County,  was  born  in  West- 
field,  April  11,  1853.  His  grandfather,  Dan- 

iel Jones,  moved  from  Vermont  to  Lockport 
about  1810.  where  Charles  B.  Jones,  father 
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of  John  C.  Jones,  was  born.  In  1S4G  the 
family  moved  to  Westfleld  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  town,  near 
Volusia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
educated  in  district  school,  Westfleld  Acad- 

emy and  graduated  from  Westfleld  High 
School  in  1874.  He  engaged  in  farming 
and  also,  in  1875,  in  the  livery  business  in 
Westfleld  Village.  He  has  continued  in 
the  livery  business  since  the  year  named, 
and  had  a  stable  in  Buffalo  and  in  Richburg, 
one  year  each.  He  has  lived  in  his  present 
home  for  thirty  years. 
When  Mr.  Jones  was  elected  to  the  office 

of  Sheriff  in  November,  1903,  his  excellent 
qualifications  for  that  office  were  known  to 
the  people  of  the  county.  He  had  served 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  under  three  Sheriffs,  and 
has  been  a  popular  officer,  at  all  times  per- 

forming his  duties  witn  promptness  and 
faithfully  and  ably.  His  record  in  official 
life  is  clean,  as  have  always  been  his  trans- 

actions in  his  private  business  affairs.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  member 

of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church.  He  mar- 
ried Myrtie  B.  Van  Valkenburg  at  Mayville. 

April  27,  1880.  They  have  one  child,  Cath- 
erine Lucile  Jones.  DeEmma  May  Jones 

died  in  1882,  and  Helen  Frances  Virginia 
Jones  in  1887. 

FRANCIS  R.  MOSHER. 

Francis  R.  Mosher  was  born  in  the  Village 

of  Ripley,  February  2G,  1843.  After  receiv- 
ing the  elementary  education  afforded  by 

the  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Westfleld  in  the  early 
spring  of  the  year  1862.  As  an  energetic 
young  man  he  attended  to  such  work  as  was 
presented  and  he  commenced  to  accumulate 
sufficient  capital  to  enter  business  for  him- 

self. In  the  year  1,878  his  commercial  ac- 
tivity was  started  by  the  purchase  of  a  small 

stock  of  lumber  on  the  west  side  of  Chau- 
tauqua Creek.  This  venture  proved  to  he 

profitable,  giving  Mr.  Mosher  recognition  as 
one  of  the  sterling  business  men  of  the 
town.  Four  years  later,  during  1882,  he  pur- 

chased the  coal  business  of  R.  E.  Adams  on 

the  Lake  Shore  &  Michiagn  Southern  Rail- 
road. His  keenness  as  a  business  man  made 

the  venture  a  success  and  with  a  view  of  en- 
larging the  sphere  of  operations,  the  lum- 

ber and  coal  business  was  finally  merged 
into  the  Westfleld  Lumber  and  Coal  Com- 

pany, which  is  at  present  doing  an  extend- 
ed business  under  that  firm  name. 

Mr.  Mosher's  reputation  as  a  stable  busi- 
ness man  won  for  hini  respect  of  the  com- 

munity in  which  he  resides.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
served  four  terms  as  an  efficient  member 
of  that  Board.  Then  he  was  chosen  and 

subsequently  re-elected  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board,  having  in  charge  the  water 

supply  and  distribution  system  of  West- 
field. 

FRANCIS  R.  MOSHER 

It  was  in  1901  that  Mr.  Mosher  wa.s  elect- 
ed President  ot  the  Village  of  Westfleld. 

He  conducted  the  affairs  of  that  office  to 

the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents;  bring- 
ing to  public  affairs  the  same  devotion  he 

uad  manifested  in  his  private  business. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 

Church.  Having  entered  the  Masonic  Or- 
der, he  is  at  present  a  Past  Master  in  Sum- 
mit Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  No. 

219.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Westfleld  Chap- 
ter, Royal  Arch  Masons,  No.  239,  and  of  Dun 

kirk  Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights  Templar. 
Mr.  Mosher  was  married  to  Miss  Grace 

Harper  of  Westfleld  on  December  11,  1892. 
They  have  three  children,  two  girls  and  a boy. 
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JAMES  H.  PRENDERGAST. 

James  Hunt  Prendergast  is  a  rising  young 
lawyer  of  Westfieid.  He  was  born  at  Chau- 

tauqua, January  2,  1878,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  H.  and  Antoinette  (Hunt)  Prender- 

gast of  Chautauqua.  He  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Mayville  union 
school  in  September,  1893,  and  graduated 
with  honors  from  that  institution  in  June, 
1.S96.  In  September,  1896,  he  entered  Haw- 

ley's   preparatory   school   at   Buffalo,  rrora 

JAMES  H.  PRENDERGAST 

which  he  graduated  on  June  18,  1897.  In 
September,  1898,  he  became  a  student  in 
the  Cornell  University  Law  School  at  Ithaca 
find  graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  on  June  21,  1902. 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Prendergast  bad  al- 
ways resided  at  Chautauqua  but  in  June, 

1902,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  on 
July  24,  1902,  he  removed  to  Westfieid  and 
began  the  practice  of  law.  He  formed  a 
partnership  with  Gerald  G.  Gibbs  of  Sher- 

man under  the  firm  name  of  Prendergast 
&  Gibbs,  which  partnership  was  dissolved 
in  19(14. 

Mr.  Prendergast  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
ties but  he  has  never  sought  public  office. 

He  is  a  member  of  Delta  Chi  fraternity  and 
of  the  Sacchord  Club  at  Cornell. 

HON.   AUSTIN  SMITH. 

Hon.  Austin  Smith  was  born  in  what  is 
now  Lansing,  Tompkins  County,  New  xork, 
on  March  1G,  181)4;  entered  Hamilton  Col- 

lege and  graduated  therefrom  in  July,  182G, 
and  became  the  Principal  of  the  Fredonia 
Academy,  the  first  in  Chautauqua  County. 
He  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  McMahan, 
daughter  of  Col.  James  McMahan,  who  was 
the  first  settler  and  pioneer  of  Chautauqua 

County,  September  27,  1828.  He  was  ad- 
mitted as  counsellor-at-law  by  the  Supreme 

Court,  on  May  18,  1838,  and  as  solicit  or 
and  counsellor  by  the  Court  of  Chan- 

cery of  the  State  of  New  York  on  May 
23,  1838.  While  teaching  in  Fredonia  Acad- 

emy he  had  also  been  a  student  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Crain  &  Mullet,  and  in 
January,  1830,  he  resigned  his  position  as 
Principal  of  said  academy  for  the  purpose 
of  devoting  himself  to  the  law.  In  Feb- 

ruary, 1830,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  county  courts,  and  has  continued  such 
practice  since  in  connection  with  the  other 
courts.  He  located  in  Westfieid  in  18:;0, 
and  became  the  law  partner  of  Hon.  Abram 
Dixon,  and  continued  with  him  until  about 

the  year  1840,  when  he  was  appointed  Surro- 
gate of  Chautauqua  Countj,  which  position 

he  held  for  four  years.  In  1850  he  was 
elected  Member  of  Assembly  and  was  re- 

elected in  1851.  In  1851  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  in  1852  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  In  1803  on  recommendation  of 

Secretary  Chase,  he  was  appointed  exam- 
ining agent  of  the  treasury  department  for 

South  Carolina  and  Florida,  and  afterwards 
Tax  Commissioner  of  Florida.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  Whig  and  a  Republican. 
In  1830  he  purchased  the  iot  and  erected 
the  house  thereon  in  which  he  resided  until 

his  death.  His  son-in-law  and  law  partner, 
M.  D.  Tennant,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  \) 
Tennant,  and  their  son,  Arthur  S.,  now  re- 

side. Mr.  Smith  remained  in  quite  active 
practice  until  about  two  years  ago,  having 
had  a  case  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  1S84. 
I  know  nothing  more  befitting  to  say  of 
Mr.  Smith  than  was  said  by  Hon.  Obed  Ed- 
son,  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Bar,  who 
has  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him 
for  many  years,  Mr.  Edson  having  been  the 

author  of  a  "History  of  Chautauqua  County" 
published  in  1804,  in  which  he  says:  "And 
now,  after  more  than  sixty  years  -of  profes- 

sional life,  in  the  possession  of  physical 
health  and  mental  powers,  urbane  and  cour- 
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teous  in  manners,  and  a  keen  wit,  lie  is  to 
a  limited  extent  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law,  with  a  generation  of  lawyers  who  have 
reached  or  passed  their  prime,  not  one  of 
whom  even  knew  in  their  childhood 
contemporaries  of  his  early  years,  except 
by  their  reputation.  Mr.  Smith  possesses 
a  sound  judgment,  a  discriminating  mind  and 
other  good  qualities  oil  an  able  lawyer.  He 
has  been  an  astute  counsellor  and  an  able 
advocate.  Forcible  and  logical,  he  sought 
rather  to  convince  than  to  persuade.  Strong 
and  plain  of  speech,  of  shrewd  and  discern- 

ing mind,  he  was  always  effective  with  the 

jury  and  the  court,  an'd  in  view  of  his  long 
and  honorable  service  he  may  well  be  con- 

sidered the  Nestor  of  the  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty Bar.  He  has  devoted  the  most  of  his  life 

to  his  profession,  and  has  not  sought  politi- 
cal preferment.  The  esteem  in  which  his 

abilities  were  held  while  Member  of  Assem- 
bly is  attested  by  the  fact  that,  the  first 

year  of  his  service  in  the  Legislature  he 
was  made  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 

mittee, the  second  in  importance  in  the  As- 
sembly. In  his  last  term  he  was  Chairman 

of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
highest  position  next  to  the  Speaker.  Dur- 

ing his  long  professional  and  public  career 
no  one  has  ever  ventured  to  insinuate  a 
doubt  respecting  his  honesty  and  integrity. 
He  died  October  25,  1904. 

MOSES  DELOSS  TENNANT. 

Moses  Deloss  Tennant  of  Westfield  was 

born  in  Ripley  December  3,  1819.  His  par- 
ents, Deloss  Gibson  Tennant  and  Eliza  S. 

Tennant,  reside  in  Ripley.  His  grandpar- 
ents on  his  father's  side,  Moses  A.  Tennant 

and  wife,  and  those  on  his  mother's  side, 
Ethan  A.  and  Eleanor  Sawin,  moved  to  Rip- 

ley about  the  year  1832.  Mr.  Tennant  at- 
tended the  common  school  in  Ripley,  the 

Ripley  High  School,  Westfield  Academy  and 
in  18G7-G9  he  attended  Alfred  University. 
He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  as  an  at- 

torney at  Buffalo  June  11,  1875.  He  formed 
a  partnership  w.^.  Hon.  Austin  Smith,  which 
was  maintained  until  the  present  year,  when 
the  death  of  Mr.  Smith  occurred,  at  an 
advanced  age.  Mr.  Tennant  is  a  surveyor, 
which  occupation  he  has  followed  at  times. 
He  was  married  September  27,  1 S7S,  to 
Helen  E.  Smith,  daughter  of  Hon.  Austin 
Smith  anu  Sarah  Ann  (McMahan)  Smnu. 
Arthur  Smith  Tennant,  their  son,  was  born 
November  3,  1882,  at  Westfield. 

Mr.  Tennant  was  elected  Justice  of  the 

Peace  of  Westfield  in  1881,  and  lias  contin- 
ued in  the  same  oflice  to  the  present  time. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum — one 
of  the  charter  members  of  Westfield  Coun- 

cil No.  81 — and  is  also  a  member  of  other 
fraternal  orders.  He  at  lends  the  Presby- 

terian Church. 

ARTHUR  SVIITH  TENNANT. 

Arthur  Smith  Tennant,  son  of  Moses  De- 
loss  Tennant,  is  a  young  man  of  much  pro- 

mise. He  attended  the  College  of  Law  at 
Cornell  university  three  years,  graduating 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  March  8,  1904,  and 
on  April  1  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  father  in  the  general  practice  of  law. 
He  is  a  Notary  Public,  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  the  Royal  Arcan- 

um and  of  Sacchord,  a  Chautauqua  County 
Club  at  Cornell  University. 

HON.  GEORGE  W.  PATTERSON. 

(From  History  of  Rockingham  County,  New 
Hampshire. ) 

Hon.  George  W.  Patterson  was  born  a  I 
Londonderry,  New  Hampshire,  November  11, 
1799,  and  died  at  Westfield,  New  York,  Octo- 

ber 15,  1879.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Wallace)  Patterson,  and  grand- 

son of  Peter  and  Grisel  (Wilson)  Patterson 
of  Londonderry,  to  which  place  Peter  emi- 

grated in  1737  from  Bush  Mills,  County  An- 
trim, Ireland.  Peter  was  great-grandson  ol 

John  Patterson,  who  came  from  Argyleshire, 
Scotland,  to  Bush  Mills  about  1G12,  with  a 
colony  of  Scotch  emigrants.  He  and  his 
family  were  at  the  siege  of  Derry,  where  one 
of  his  sons  died  from  starvation.  The  home- 

stead at  Bush  Mills  of  this  John  passed  from 
father  to  son  for  six  generations.  Of  bis 
descendants  in  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 

tions, many  of  them  came  to  America  with 
the  Scotch-Irish  emigrations.  Governor  Pat- 

terson's ancestry  were  farmers,  and  most  of 
them  linen-weavers  and  dealers  holding 
prominent  local  positions.  They  were 
Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  strong  in  body 
and  mind,  able  to  defend  themselves  and 
their  opinions.  Hon.  George  W.  Patterson 
was  a  ready  speaker  and  writer,  with  a  won- 

derful memory  of  facts  and  dales,  brimful 
of  anecdotes,  ever  cheerful,  hoping  and  look- 
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ing  for  the  right  to  succeed.    He  was  of 
commanding   presence    (his    weight  being 
from    (wo   hundred    to    two   hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds),  a  particularly  good  pre- 

siding officer,  which  position  he  held  two 
years  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  two 
years  as  President  of  the  Senate  of  New 
York.    His  services  were  always  in  demand 
as  a  speaker  at  political  campaign  meetings. 
Among  the  legislative  measures  originated 
by  him  was  the  free  banking  law  of  New 
York,  the  original  bill  of  which  be  drew, 
and  which  passed.    The  main  provisions  of 
the  free  banking  laws  of  the  United  States, 
giving  the  people  a  seemed  currency  under 
governmental  supervision,  were  taken  from 
the  New  York  law.    He  closed  his  Congres- 

sional term  in  his  eightieth  year,  the  year 
of  his  death.    In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and 
a  Republican.    In  business  he  was  success- 

ful.   Thurlow  Weed,  his  political  and  per- 
sonal friend  for  over  half  a  century,  the 

eminent  journalist   and   politician  of  New 
York,  in  an  article  in  the  New  York  Tribune, 

wrote:    "All    the    elements    and  qualities 
which  elevate  and  adorn  human  life  were 
harmoniously  blended  in  the  character  of 
George  W.  Patterson.    His  life  was  not  en- 

tirely blameless,  but  eminently  useful.  To 
those  who  knew  him  as  I  did  no  form  of 
eulogium  will  be  deemed  inappropriate.  As 
a  citizen,  as  the  head  of  a  family,  as  a  pub- 

lic servant,  he  was  a  model  man.    In  the  dis- 
charge  of  legislative   duties  he   was  con- 

scientious and   patriotic.     He  was  always 
in  his  seat,  and  no  bad,  defective,  equivocal 
or  suspicious  bill  ever  evaded  or  escaped 
his    vigilant    and    watchful    eye.    He  had 
troops  of  friends,  and,  so  far  as  I  know  or 
believe,  was  without  an  enemy.    In  private 
life  he  was  exceptionally  taultless.  Without 
making  a  proclamation  of  temperance,  he 

was  always  a.  cold-water  drinker."    His  wife 
was  Hannah  W.,  daughter  of  John  Dickey, 
Esq.,  merchant,  of  tne  West  Parish,  London- 

derry.   The  last  of  his  sc  hool  education  was 
had  at  the  Pinkerton  Academy,  Derry,  the 
first  printed  catalogue  of  which  institution 

showing  his  own  and  future  wife's  names. 
He  was  a  school  teacher  at  Pelham,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1817,  and  in  1818  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fanning  mills,  in  which 
business  he  was  largely  interested  for  twen- 

ty-six years,  mostly  at  his   shops   on  his 
farm,  near  Moscow,  in  the  Town  of  Leices- 

ter, Livingston  County,  New  York.    He  re- 
sided there  until  1841,  when  he  removed  to 

Westfield  to  take  the  agency  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua land  office  as  successor  of  Governor 

Seward,  who  succeeded  the  agent  of  the 
Holland  Land  Company  at  the  Chautauqua 
office.    When  the  lands  became  reduced  by 
sales,  Mr.  Patterson  bought  the  residue  of 
lands  and  securities  of  the  company,  and 
continued  the  sales  at  the  Westfield  office 
till  his  death,  when  the  title  to  the  unsold 
lands  passed  to  his  only  son.    Mr.  Patter- 

son's only  male  descendant's  son,  grandson 
and  great-grandson  bear  his  name.  Govern- 

or   Patterson    commenced    holding  public 
office  soon  after  his  residence  began  at  Lei- 

cester in  1824,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  it  was  the  exception  that  he  was  not 
in  public  service.    At  no  time  did  he  ever 
ask  for  an  appointment  or  nomination,  these 
positions    coming    unsolicited.    When  jus- 

tices of  the  peace  became  elective  he  was 
chosen  to  that  office,  which  he  retained  by 
successive  elections  till  he  moved  to  West- 
field,  the  majorities  in  his  town  being  gen- 

erally on  the  side  opposed  to  him  in  politics. 
He  was  Commissioner  of  Highways,  School 
Commissioner,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Brigade 
Paymaster,    and    Supervisor   of  Leicester; 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Assembly  eight 
years,  the  last  two  of  which  (1839  and  18401 
he  was  Speaker  of  the  House;  he  removed 
to  Westfield  in  1841  to  take  charge  of  the 
Chautauqua    land    office:     was  appointed 
Basin  Commissioner  at  Albany  by  Governor 
Seward;     Harbor    Commissioner    at  New 
York     by     Governor     Clark,     and  Quar- 

antine    Commissioner     of     the     Port  of 
New    York    by    Governor    Morgan;  was 
a    delegate    to    the    National  Republican 
Convention   that   nominated   John   C.  Fre- 

mont for  President,  and  to  the  National  Re- 
publican Convention  that  re-nominated  Abra- 

ham Lincoln  for  a  second  Presidential  term, 
has    been    Supervisor    of    Westfield  three 
years;  President  of  Westfield  Academy  and 
President   of   the   Board   of  Education  of 
Westfield    many    years;    represented  tne 
Count}'  of  Chautauqua  in  the  State  Consti- 

tutional Convention  in   1S46;    was  elected 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the   State  of  New 
York  in  1S4S;  and  in  187 (i  was  elected  to  the 
Forty-fifth  Congress  as  a  Republican,  receiv- 

ing sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  ten  votes 
against  ten  thousand  six  hundred  one  votes 
for  James  Freeland,  Democrat.    He  was  a 
director  in  the  Buffalo  and  State  Line  Rail- 

road from  its  organization,  June,  1849,  till 
its  consolidation,  May,  1SG7,  and  from  that 
date  till  June,  18G8,  a  director  in  the  Buffalo 
and  Erie  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Lake 
Shore  and  Michigan  Southern. 
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HANNAH   W.  PATTERSON. 

Hannah  Whiting  (Dickey)  Patterson,  wife 
of  Lieutenant  Governor  Patterson,  was 
born  August  4,  1800,  at  Londonderry,  New 
Hampshire,  and  died  February  10,  1886,  at 
Westfield.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Rhoda  (Varnum)  Dickey.  She  was  ed- 

ucated at  the  Pinkerton  Academy  ot  Lon- 
donderry, and  taught  school  at  Greigsville, 

New  York,  to  which  place  her  family  had 
moved.  On  February  24,  1825,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Patterson  were  married  at  York,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Patterson's  grandfather  was  Matthew 
Dickey  on  whose  tombstone  is  the  following 

inscription:  "Said  Dickey  was  in  the 
French  and  Revolutionary  War  upwards  of 
three  years;  was  in  thirteen  hard  [ought 
battles  and  was  never  wounded  nor  made 

prisoner  by  the  enemy."  Her  great  grand- 
father, John  Dickey,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry 

came  in  1729  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  to 
Londonderry,  New  Hampshire.  Through  her 
mother,  Mrs.  Patterson  was  descended  from 
four  generations  of  Varnums,  who  were  offi- 

cers in  the  Revolutionary  and  Colonial 
Wars.  Among  other  distinguished  ancestors 
were  members  of  the  Fox,  Prescott,  Good- 

hue, Jewett  and  Stone  families. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  PATTERSON. 

George  Washington  Patterson,  only  son  of 
Lieutenant  Governor  George  Washington 
Patterson  and  Hannah  Whiting  (Dickey) 
Patterson,  was  born  February  25,  1S26,  at 
Leicester,  Livingston  County,  New  York, 
and  died  April  29,  1904,  at  Westfield.  In 
1841  tne  family  moved  from  Leicester  to 
Westfield,  where  Mr.  Patterson  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  attended  the 
old  Westfieid  Academy  and  finished  prepara- 

tion for  college  at  the  Lima  .'New  York) 
Seminary.  In  1844  he  entered  Dartmouth 
College  from  whicli  institution  he  was  grad- 

uated with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  1848,  and  Master  of  Arts  (in  course)  in 
1851.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 
fraternity,  and  life  long  secretary  of  his 
class.  He  was  always  interested  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  college  and  gave 
it  his  hearty  support.  From  1849  to  1S51 
he  was  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Haven 
&  Smith  of  Buffalo.  He  was  engaged  in 
manufacturing  in  Westfield  from  1851  to 
1854,  and  during  those  years  also  assisted 
his  father,  who  was  agent  of  the  Chautau- 

qua Land  Company.  He  removed  to  Corn- 
ing, New  York,  in  1854,  and  was  engaged 

in  banking  there  for  over  twenty  years,  as 
Cashier  and  President  of  the  George  Wash- 

ington Bank  of  that  city.  In  1876  he  re- 
turned to  Westfield  where  he  resided  until 

his  death. 

When  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

of  Westfield  was  organized  in  18S8,  Mr.  Pat- 
terson was  elected  President  and  continued 

at  the  head  of  the  Board  until  ill  health  com- 
pelled him  to  resign  in  1901.  When  the 

plans  of  an  expert  hydraulic  engineer  for  a 
system  of  water  works  for  the  village  were 
rejected  as  being  beyond  the  means  of  the 
community,  Mr.  Patterson,  though  not  an 
engineer  by  profession,  prepared  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  present  system, 
which  cost  about  half  of  that  suggested  by 
the  expert.  He  personally  surveyed  the  line 
and  placed  the  grade  stakes  during  the  win- 

ter of  1888-9.  Over  two  miles  of  the  line 
is  on  the  precipitous  bank  of  the  Chautau- 

qua Creek  gulf  which  is  as  steep  as  shale 
rock  will  stand  The  survey  was  made  un- 

der great  diffictiltics  and  at  considerable 
personal  danger.  Every  foothold  for  the 
two  miles  in  the  gulf  was  cut  either  in  the 
solid  lock  or  in  the  ice  which  covered  it  in 
places.  Many  of  the  details  of  the  water 

system  are  due  to  Mr.  Patterson's  ingenui- 
ty. The  system  of  filters,  the  use  of  vitri- 
fied pipe  for  low  pressure  mains  for  the  first 

two  miles,  the  location  of  the  reservoirs  and 
the  automatic  valves,  are  all  his  inventions. 
When  money  was  to  be  raised  by  the  sale 
of  bonds,  he  convinced  eastern  bankers  of 
the  high  credit  to  be  given  Westfield,  and 
sold  the  bonds  at  the  very  low  rate  of 
three  and  one-eighth  per  cent,  and  at  a  prem- 

ium of  nearly  a  year's  interest.  He  tints 
combined  his  avocation  of  engineering  with 
his  vocation  of  banking  to  the  great  advant- 

age of  the  village. 
He  organized  and  was  President  of  the 

Patterson  Library,  the  memorial  of  his  father 
and  mother  which  was  endowed  by  his  sis- 

ter, Hannah  V/.  Patterson.  During  his  life, 
Mr.  Patterson  held  many  other  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  in  all  of  which  he 
served  the  public  well  and  faithfully,  lie 
was  a  man  of  wide  learning  and  culture, 
public  spirited  and  interested  in  Hie  welfare 
of  his  fellow  men. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by 

the  Vestry  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  of  which 
body  he  had  been  a  member  fo:  many 

years. 
"The  Vestry  of  St.  Peter's  Church  of 

Westfield  is  bereaved  and  stricken  by  the 
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visitation  which"  comes  alike  to  all  mor- 
tals. 

Prom  their  number,  George  W.  Patterson, 
who  has  been  an  active  and  most  efficient 

member  of  St.  Peter's  Vestry  for  the  past 
twenty-eight  years,  has  been  called  to  the 
higher  life.  It  is,  therefore,  fitting  for  this 
Vestry  to  express  its  deep  sorrow  for  the 
loss  of  his  companionship,  and  to  gratefully 
acknowledge  bis  efficient  service  to  this 

body,  to  St.  Peter's  Parish,  and  to  the 
church.  While  of  late,  on  account  of  feeble 
health,  Mr.  Patterson  had  but  seldom  met 
with  us,  his  material  help  and  influence  has 
always  been  felt.  We  would,  therefore, 
direct  that  these  expressions  of  our  apprec- 

iation be  transcribed  upon  the  records  of 
this  vestry  so  that  the  name  and  good  Offi- 

ces of  our  departed  brother  may  have  more 
than  a  transient  recognition,  and  that  it  may 
be  known  to  those  who  may  serve  after  us, 
that  his  loss  we  deeply  felt  and  mourned. 

JEROME  LA  DUE, 
BEN  BOULT, 

Committee." On  September  17,  1SG1,  he  married  at 
Corning,  New  York,  Frances  D.  Todd, 
daughter  of  Zerah  and  Martha  (Carr)  Todd. 
Their  children,  all  born  at  Corning,  New 
York,  were:  Catharine  Louise,  born  July 
23,  1SG2,  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Vassar,  1S84,  mar- 

ried June  29,  18S7,  at  Westfield,  to  Frank 
William  Crandall,  son  of  William  and  Sylvia 
(Bandall)  Crandall.  Their  children  are 
Francis  William,  born  Janaury  13,  1S89; 
George  Patterson,  born  June  21,  1891. 
George  Washington  Patterson,  bom  Febru- 

ary 1,  18G4,  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Y'ale,  1884, 
Master  of  Arts,  Y"ale,  1891,  Bachelor  of 
Science,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 

nology, 1887,  student  Harvard  Law  School, 
1888-89,  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  Munich,  1S99, 
writer  on  electrical  subjects,  Professor  of 
Electrical  Engineering  at  the  University 
of  Michigan,  residence  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
He  married  July  2,  1890,  at  Adrian,  Michi- 

gan, Merib  Susan  Rowley,  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
Michigan,  1890,  daughter  of  Josiah  Cass 
and  Angie  (Brown)  Rowley.  Their  child- 

ren are:  Gertrude,  born  May  30.  1891; 
George  Washington,  born  January  19,  1893 — 
fourth  in  direct  descent  of  the  name;  Rob- 

ert Rowley,  born  July  31,  1895.  Hannah 
Whiting,  born  March  5,  18G6,  died  Novem- 

ber 12,  1903,  at  Rockford,  Illinois.  She  was 
graduated  in  1885  from  the  School  of  Paint- 

ing, Vassar  College.  She  married  October 
22,  1891,  at  Westfield,  Harry  Paris  Forbes 
of    Rockford,    Illinois,    (manufacturer  and 

banker)  son  of  Alexander  Duncan  and  Eliza- 
beth Ostrum  Forbes.  Their  children,  born 

at  Rockford,  Illinois,  are:  Alexander  Dun- 
can, bora  April  10,  1891,  died  February  10, 

1895;  Duncan  Patterson,  born  August  2G, 

189G;  Harry  Paris,  born  October  "15,  1900, 
died  October  22,  1900.  Frances  Todd,  born 
May  8,  18GS,  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Vassar,  1888, 
married  January  2,  1895,  at  Westfield,  New 
York,  Lieut.  William  Harry  Faust,  United 
States  Navy,  son  of  Howard  S.  and  Eliza- 

beth (Donald)  Faust  of  Napoleon,  Ohio. 
Their  children  are:  Howard  Patterson, 
born  December  10,  1896,  in  San  Francisco, 
California;  Frances  Patterson,  born  Janu- 

ary 15,  1901,  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan;  Eliza- 
beth Patterson,  born  July  31,  1903,  in  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  much  interested  in 
genealogical  research.  His  grandfather, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Patterson,  and  his  great 
grandfathers,  Sergeant  Matthew  Dickey,  and 
Captain  Ebenezer  Varnum,  and  great,  great 
grandfather,  Isaac  Fox,  served  in  the  Revo- 
lution. 

MRS.  FRANCES  D.  PATTERSON. 

Mrs.  Frances  D.  (Todd)  Patterson,  widow 
of  George  W.  Patterson  of  Westfield,  was 
born  November  4,  1838,  in  Toddsville,  Ot- 

sego County,  New  Y'ork.  Her  parents  were 
Zerah  and  Martha  (Carr)  Todd.  In  1850 
the  family  moved  to  Corning,  New  iork. 
There  Mrs:  Patterson  attended  the  Corning 
Academy  and  later  went  to  the  Coopers- 
town  (New  York)  Seminary  and  Female 
Collegiate  Institute.  On  September  17,  18G1, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  were  married  at 
Corning.  In  187G  they  moved  to  West- 
field.  Mrs.  Patterson  has  been  Presi- 

dent of  the  Union  Relief  Association  of 
Westfield  since  its  organization  in  1880.  She 
has  been  a  member,  and  for  many  years 
Chairman  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Com- 

mittee of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Associa- 
tion since  its  formation  and  has  also  been 

an  officer  of  the  Chautauqua  Countv  So- 
ciety for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Child- 

ren, since  its  organization.  Since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Patterson  she  has  been  custodian 
of  the  Chautauqua  Land  Office  records. 
When  the  Patterson  Chapter,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  was  formed  in 
February,  1898,  Mrs.  Patterson  was  made 
Regent,  which  office  she  has  since  helu  con- 

tinuously. She  derived  her  eligibility  to 
membership  front  her  great  grandfathers, 
Captain  Robert  Carr,  Jehiel  Todd  and  Gillis 
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Frink,  and  her  great,  great  grandfathers, 
John  Frink  and  Stephen  Wright. 

Mrs.  Patterson  traces  her  ancestry  to 
Christopher  Todd  and  many  other  founders 
and  early  settlers  of  New  Haven,  Connecti- 

cut. Among  them  Captain  Thomas  Yale, 
Captain  Nathaniel  Turner,  Captain  Nathan- 

iel Merriman,  Captain  Thomas  Munson, 
Rev.  Nicholas  Street,  William  Tuttle, 
Matthew  Hitchcock,  John  Hall,  Thomas 
Johnson,  William  Bradley,  Richard  Miles, 
Henry  Glover,  William  Ives,  David  Atwater, 
William  Peck,  Roger  Ailing,  and  others. 
Among  other  distinguished  Colonial  ances- 

tors of  Mrs.  Patterson  are  Major  Brian  Pen- 
dleton, Lieut.  Abel  Wright,  Sergeant  T  homas 

Wheeler,  Ensign  Samuel  Ives,  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Peck,  Sergeant  Thomas  Spencer,  Ser- 

geant Thomas  Merrick,  Lieut.  Samuel 
Smith  and  Sergeant  John  Winston. 

HANNAH   W.  PATTERSON. 

Hannah  Whiting  Patterson,  only  daughter 
of  Lieutenant  Governor  George  Washington 
and  Hannah  Whiting  (Dickey)  Patterson, 
was  born  August  15,  1835,  at  Leicester,  Liv- 

ingston County,  New  York,  and  died  un- 
married May  12,  1894,  at  Westfield.  In  18  tl 

she  removed  with  her  parents  to  Westfieid, 
where  she  resided  the  remainder  of  her 
life,  and  where  as  a  girl  she  attended  tne 
old  Westfield  Academy;  later  she  studied 
at  LeRoy  Female  Seminary  (afterward  Ing- 

ham University)  from  which  institution  she 
was  graduated  in  1855. 

She  was  a  woman  of  wide  philantbrophy. 
Few  knew  of  her  many  good  works  Through 
her  wise  forethought  the  Patterson  Library 
was  founded  by  a  bequest  of  one  hundred 

thousand  dollars,  as  a  memorial  to  her  pat- 
ents. She  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and 

was  an  ardent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  whose  work  in  missions  she  gave 
her  generous  support. 

O.  L.  INGALLS. 

A  prominent  and  popular  citizen  of  West- 
field  is  O.  L.  Ingalls,  Secretary  and  Treas 
urer  of  the  Westfield  Telephone  Company. 
He  was  born  December  18,  1857,  at  Grafton, 
Lorain  County,  Ohio.  He  attended  the  pub- 

lic schools  in  Cleveland  and  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Business  College.  Before  he  became 
interested  in  the  telephone  business  he  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Cleveland.  He  server! 
three  years  as  Assessor  of  the  Town  of 

Wesl  field  and  has  also  served  on  I  he  Repub- 
lican County  Committee.  He  was  in  the 

postal  service  in  Porto  Rico  thirteen  months 
during  the  Spanish-American  War.  II" 
served  three  years  as  Librarian  of  the  As- 

sembly at  Albany. 

<).  I..  IN  O  ALLS 

Mr.  Ingalls  married  his  wife  at  Auburn, 
January  3,  1880.  They  have  no  children. 
His  associates  on  the  beard  of  directors  ol 
the  Westfield  Telephone  Company  are. 
Hon.  S.  F.  Nixon,  George  H.  Frost,  R. 
Morehead,  V.  A.  Kent,  E.  C.  Nixon  and  F 
W.  Plato. 

MOSES  FERRIN. 

Moses  Ferrin  was  born  in  Millbrook,  dial 
ton  County,  New  Hampshire,  August  27, 
1798,  and  died  at  Ellington  May  13,  IS.sG. 
In  IMiO  he  went  to  Buffalo  where  he  re- 

mained nine  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Harmony,  remaining  there  uniil  L830,  when 
he  moved  to  Cherry  Creek,  residing  in  thai 
town  for  thirty-five  years.  He  removed  to 
Ellington  in  isi;:,.  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  In  1S24,  he  married  Diana  Ryker, 
who  was  born  in  1805,  and  died  May  1886. 
Their  children  were:    Catherine,  who  mar- 





WESTFIELD. 

1103 

ried  Thomas  Stockwell,  resides  in  Ellington; 
Mary  J.,  married  Ezikel  Cheeseinan,  de- 

ceased; Jacob,  deceased;  Marian,  married 
Eli  Whitney,  deceased;  Henrietta,  died  in 
infancy;  Moses  M.,  deceased;  Samuel  A.; 
Horatio,  deceased;  .John,  deceased;  William, 
deceased;  Caroline,  married  Kcnson  Dear- 

born, deceased. 

SAMUEL  A,  FERRIN. 

There  is  probably  no  one  man  who  has 
done  more  for  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek  or 
whose  successful  life  has  been  attended  witli 

so  good  a  record,  as  that  of  Samuel  A.  Fer- 
rin.  He  is  a  son  of  Moses  and  Diana  (Ry- 
ker)  Ferrin,  was  born  in  Cherry  Creek,  Feb- 

ruary 5,  1837,  raised  on  a  farm,  and  knew 
nothing  but  hard  labor.  When  twenty-five 
years  of  age  he  enlisted  as  Corporal  in 
Company  C,  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Bri- 

gade, Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps. 
His  record  as  a  soldier  is  a  noble  one. 
With  his  gallant  regiment  be  laced  the 
enemy  at  Deserted  House,  Suffolk,  Black 
Water,  Carrsville,  Folly  Island.  Fort  Wag- 

ner, Bermuda.  Hundred,  Petersburg  and 

Chapin's  Farm.  Owing  to  his  gallant,  con- 
duct he  was  promoted  to  Sergeant,  Sep- 

tember 13,  18C3.  At  the  Battle  of  Chapin's 
Farm,  September  29,  18(14,  Mr.  Ferrin  re- 

ceived a  gunshot  wound  in  the  right  thigh 
and  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  Whitehall, 
Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until  dis- 

charged, May  IS,  1805.  At  Cherry  Creek, 
February  13,  1S6C,  he  married  Alice  Bron- 
son,  daughter-  of  George  and  Mary  (Barnes) 
Bronson,  who  was  born  June  1,  1847,  at 
Canada  West.  One  child,  Edith,  was  given 
to  this  union,  who  was  born  January  9,  1808, 
and  was  united  in  marriage.  September  1, 
1SS7,  to  Dr.  Thomas  E  Soules.  William 
Ferrin,  brother,  was  a  member  of  the  illus- 

trious Company  K,  One  Hundred  Twelfth 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  in 
the  service  at  New  Orleans  Dexter  Bron- 

son, Mrs.  Ferrin's  brother,  fought  with  the 
Indians  in  border  warfare  during  the  Civil 
War.  At  Cherry  Creek  Mr.  Ferrin  served 
that  town  as  Supervisor  for  twelve  years. 
Assessor  for  nine  years,  President  anil  Trus- 

tee of  the  village  for  five  years,  and  held 
many  other  offices  of  trust.  lie  was  always 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  and 
prosperity  of  that  town.  He  was  always 
untiring  in  his  efforts,  and  bis  lib  s  work 
will  go  down  into  history  as  a  successful, 
useful,   valuable   career — a    benefit    to  the 

community,  and  an  example  of  energy.  Mr. 
Ferrin  moved  to  Westfield  in  the  fall  ol 
1898,  and  is  now  spending  the  sunset  days 
with  bis  wife  in  their  beautiful  home  on 
Portage  Street. 

DR.  THOMAS  E.  SOULES. 

One  who  has  kept  pace  with  the  march  of 
progress  which  has  characterized  medical 
science,  is  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Soules  of  West- 
field.  He  was  born  March  20,  1SG3,  in  Coun- 

ty of  York,  Province  of  Cutano,  and  is  a 
son  of  Peter  T.,  Esq.,  and  Phoeba  (Moore) 
Soules.  Thomas  E.  Soules  passed  his  boy- 

hood days  at  New  Market,  Canada,  and  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the  pub- 

lic schools,  graduating  from  the  Collegiate 
Institute  of  that  place  in  1880;  in  1SS4  he 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy 
from  the  University  of  Toronto,  and  his 
Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  University  of 
Buffalo  in  1887.  In  the  same  year  he  came 
to  Cherry  Creek,  where  he  soon  established 
himself  in  an  extensive  practice,  remaining 

there  until  December,  1898,  when  he  locat- 
ed in  Westfield,  where  he  is  now  a  promi- 

nent and  successful  physician.  In  1901  he 

established  The  Souies  Hospital-  during  the 
years  of  1902-3  he  enlarged  the  same  and  in 
addition  to  regular  hospital  established  a 
training  school  for  nurses.  January,  i,  1905, 
it  was  chartered  and  registered.  Strongly 
attached  to  his  profession,  and  devoting  bis 
whole  energies  to  its  exacting  requirements, 
he  has  deserved  the  success  which  has  at- 

tended his  efforts. 
Dr.  Soules  is  a  Republican  in  polities  and 

was  elected  Coroner  of  Chautauqua  Count1 
in  1.89S,  for  a.  term  of  three  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  Summit  Lodge,  No.  219.  Free  and 
Accepted  Fasons;  a  Past  Master  of  Cherry 
Creek  1  odge  of  Masons,  of  West  field  Lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Alpha  Omega 
P'dta  college  fraternity.  Dr.  Soules  married 
Edith  M.  Ferrin  at  Cherry  Creek  in  Sep- 

tember, 1880.  One  son  was  bovn  of  this 
union,  Harry  F.,  in  August.  1887,  and  died 
in  1889. 

WILLIAM   H.  WALKER. 

William  H  vValker  of  Westfield,  who  has 
carried  on  a  mercantile  (drug)  business  in 
the  same  store1  for  Ihirt.V-eighl  years,  was 
born  at  Warsaw,  New  York,  July  IS.  1838. 
His  father,  William  Walker,  was  an  early 
settler  of  thai  town.    He  received  his  educa- 
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tion  at  the  Academy  at  Warsaw.  He  mar- 
ried Jennett  A.  Taber  at  Warsaw  Septem- 

ber 18G3.  Two  sons,  Charles  T.  Walker, 
a  graduate  or  Williams  College,  and  Edward 
T.  Walker,  a  graduate  of  Westfleld  Acad- 

emy, are  connected  with  the  Electric  World 
and  Engineer  at  Philadelphia  and  Boston. 
Mr.  Walker  became  a  partner  with  Lorenzo 
Parsons  at  Westfield,  in  the  drug  business 
in  October,  18GG,  and  became  the  sole  pro- 

prietor of  the  business  in  188S.  He  has  con- 
tinued business  in  the  same  store  until  the 

present  time. 
Mr.  Walker  was  zealous  in  the  service 

of  his  country  in  the  Civil  War.  He  joined 
the  Seventy -fourth  Regiment  at  Buffalo 
three  days  after  Fort  Sumpter  was  fired  on 
in  1861.    He  enlisted  May  20,  1861,  in  Com- 

WILLUM  H.  WALKER 

pany  K,  Seventeenth  Regiment,  New  ■  York 
State  Volunteers,  and  served  the  full  period 

of  enlistment,  being  promoted  to  Sergeant- 
Major  of  the  regiment.  He  was  ever  ac- 

tively interested  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Re- 
publican Party,  and  served  for  many  years 

as  Chainrman  of  the  Town  Committee  and 
a  member  of  the  County  Committee.  He 
was  never  a  candidate  for  office  until  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Harrison  Postmaster 
of  Westfleld  in  March,  1890.  He  served  a 
term  of  four  years  in  this  position.  He  is 
Past  Commander  of  William  Sackett  rost, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;  Past  Regent 
of  Westfleld  Council,  No.  81,  Royal  Arcanum, 
and  is  now  serving  as  Secretary  of  the  Coun- 

cil and  also  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Reg- 
ent. He  was  Master  of  Summit  Lodge,  Free 

and  Accepted  Masons,  in  1891-92,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  laying  of  the  corner  Stone 

of  the  new  Westfield  High  School  in  Octo- 
ber, 1901,  when  he  was  Chairman  of  the 

Committee  of  Arrangements.  He  was  Gen- 
eral Secretary  of  the  Chautauqua  County 

Celebration  Committee  held  at  Westfield  in 

June,  1902,  and  Treasurer  of  the  local  com- 
mittee. 

ARTHUR  B.  OTTAWAY. 

Arthur  B.  Ottaway  of  Westfield,  one  of  the 
wellknown  attorneys  of  Chautauqua  County, 

was  born  in  Mina,  May  8,  1854.  His  par- 
ents were  John  E.  and  Sarah  (Boorman) 

Ottaway.  His  father  is  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Mina  and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 

the  farm.  His  paternal  and  maternal  grand- 
fathers, James  Ottaway  and  Benjamin  Boor- 

man,  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  the 
Towns  of  Mina  and  Sherman.  James  Otta- 

way was  a  native  of  Kent  County,  England. 
In  company  with  his  brother  Horatio  he 
came  in  1823  to  that  part  of  the  Town  of 
Clymer  which  in  1824  was  set  apart  under 
the  name  of  Mina.  He  attended  dis- 

trict school  and  Sherman  Academy.  In 
1873  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Westfieid 
and  attended  the  academy  there,  graduat- 

ing at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  prepared 
for  but  did  not  attend  college.  His  first  re- 

munerative employment  after  he  leit  me 
Academy  was  teaching  school,  ne  taugnt. 
a  number  of  terms  and  having  determined 
to  educate  himself  as  a  lawyer,  he  entered 
the  office  of  William  Russell  at  Westfield, 
and  in  1879  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and 

without  delay  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  has  been  conspicuously 

successful.  He  first  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Russell,  Dickerman  &  Ottaway. 
This  firm  was  dissofved  after  a  time  and 

Mr.  Ottaway  practiced  aione.  Later  he  be- 
came senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Ottaway 

&  Munson. 

Mr.  Ottaway  has  always  been  a  man  of 

pronounced  views  touching  political  mat- 
ters, and  an  active  Republican.  He  is 

a  man  of  popularity  and  ability,  and  in  1S8S 
he  became  the  nominee  of  the  Republicans 
for  District  Attorney.  He  was  elected  and 
performed  the  duties  of  that  office  very 
creditably  from  1884  to  1887.  After  the  last 

named  year  he  devoted  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  his  private  practice,  which  has  been 
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large,  and  important,  and  lias  increased 

year  by  year.  He  has  had  many  cases  oi' 
large  importance,  and  served  for  years  as 
attorney  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  county. 

Mr.  Ottawa;/  is  a  public  spirited  citizen 
and  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  West- 
field. 

G.  FAYETTE  DICKSON. 

G.  Fayette  Dickson  who  now  resides  in 
Westfleld  is  of  Scottish-Irish  parentage.  Al- 

though Mr.  Dickson  was  born  in  Darien, 
Wisconsin,  May  28,  1857,  his  immediate  an- 

cestors were  connected  with  the  early  de- 
velopment   of    Chautauqua    County.  His 

G.  FAYETTE  DICKSON 

great  grandfatner,  Robert  Dickson,  is  num- 
bered among  the  earlier  settlers  of  the 

county,  and  it  is  recorded  as  an  interesting 
fact  that  he  gave  the  plot  of  ground  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  cemetery  of  the 
village. 
Accompanied  by  his  father,  Andrew  W. 

Dickson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  a 
resident  of  this  county  in  the  seventies. 

Appreciating  the  advantages  of  early  train- 
ing, Mr.  Dickson  entered  the  common 

scliooiS  and  after  finishing  those  courses  he 
completed  his  academic  studies  in  the  West- 

field  Academy  in  1872.  Subsequent  to  me 
completion  of  his  high  school  course,  he 
pursued  special  studies  in  business  science 
and  sociology  in  the  educational  department 
of  the  Chautauqua  Institution.  Having  thus 
equipped  himself  for  the  serious  business 
of  life  Mr.  Dickson  became  a  school  teacher. 
He  taught  mathematics  and  sociology  in  the 
Westfleld  union  schools  and  his  ability  in 
the  profession  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact 
thai  he  has  been  Vice  Principal  of  the  West- 
field  Academy  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
During  U»e  summer  months  Mr.  Dickson 

has  been  affiliated  with  the  management 
of  the  Chautauqua  Institution.  He  has  been 

the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  the  ticket  de- 
partment for  several  years  and  last  summer 

he  completed  his  twentieth  season  of  active 
service  in  the  employment  of  that  far  famed 
institution.  Scholarly,  faithful  and  ener- 

getic, Mr.  Dickson  is  capable  of  fulfilling  the 
obligations  of  any  position  of  trust. 
Having  estaDlished  a  position  for  him- 

self in  life  Professor  Dickson  married  Cora 
M.  Batcheldor,  of  Westfleld,  June  28,  1882. 
One  daughter,  Amy  R.,  completes  the  happy 
family  group. 

Professor  Dickson  in  addnion  to  his  pub- 
lic duties  i.as  found  time  to  devote  his  at- 

tention to  the  social,  fraternal  and  religious 
affairs  of  the  community.  Having  early  affil- 

iated with  Summit  Lodge,  No.  21!),  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  he  passed  through  the 
several  chairs  and  is  now  Past  ...ascer  of 
that  great  fraternity.  Unlike  some  other 
men  his  time  iias  not  been  entirely  taken 

by  the  affairs  of  a  single  branch  of  the  or- 
der. He  is  a  Past  Worthy  Patron  of  Crown 

Chapter,  No.  128,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star; 
he  belongs  to  Westfleld  Chapter,  No.  ii>9, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  he  is  a  Past  Regent 
of  WesUeld  Council,  Royal  Arcanum.  His 
services  as  Trustee  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Westfleld  during  tne 
past  ten  years  have  been  invaluable  in  the 
upbuilding  of  that  religious  denomination. 
Prof.  Dickson  has  been  so  active  and  so  suc- 

cessful in  these  varied  lines  of  human  ac- 
tivity that  any  comment  on  his  many  com- 

mendable traits  of  character  would  be  su- 
perfluous. 

EDWARD  A.  SKINNER. 

Edward  A.  Skinner,  for  thirty  years  Past 
President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Westlield.  nnil  its  successor,  the  National 
Bank  oi  Westfleld,  was  born  in  I  he  Town  of 
Aurora,  Erie  County,  New  York,  in  1841. 
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His  father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man at  that  time,  had  moved  to  Western 

New  York  from  Oneida  County  five  years 
earlier,  and  the  family  another  generation 
back  was  to  be  found  in  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts.  When  Mr.  Skinner  was 
thirteen  years  old  his  father  moved  to  West- 
field,  to  fill  the  position  of  a  bank  cashier. 
Between  that  date,  1854,  and  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  \v  ar,  Mr.  Skinner  spent  most  of 
his  time  acquiring  an  education  in  the  West- 
field  Academy. 

In  October,  18G1,  the  Ninth  Regiment 
New  York  /olunteer  Cavalry,  was  organized 
in  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties, 
and  was  rendezvoused  at  Westfield,  and  in 
November,  18G1,  while  still  under  age,  Mr. 
Skinner  entered  the  service.  In  the  same 

month  his  regiment  joined  McCleilan's  army 
near  Washington,  and  served  there  and 
on  the  Peninsula  unmounted,  until  May, 

18G2.  Having'  returned  to  Washington  at 
that  time  to  be  mounted  and  equipped,  the 
regiment  was  assigned  to  Siege i  s  corps  un- 

der Pope's  general  command  in  July,  18G2, 
and  participated  in  the  unsatisfactory  cam- 

paign of  that  summer.  After  Pope's  retreat 
to  Washington  Mr.  Skinner's  regiment  be- 

came a  part  of  the  cavalry  corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  served  therewith 

throughout  the  campaign  of  'G3  in  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  Early  in  his 
army  life  Mr.  Skinner  was  detailed  to  act  as 
Regimental  Quartermaster,  and  was  soon 
commissioned  such,  and  during  much  of  the 
time  he  discharged  the  duties  of  Brigade 
Quartermaster.  He  left  the  service,  owing 
to  ill  health,  in  March,  1SG4. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  the  First  National  Bank 
of  vv^estfield  was  organized  and  Mr.  Skinner, 
becoming  assistant  cashier  of  the  institu- 

tion, began  his  long  career  as  a  banker. 
The  fact  that  he  had  made  no  mistake  in 
choosing  his  vocation  was  soon  apparent, 
ana  he  was  promoted  in  a  few  years  to  tue 
position  of  cashier.  In  1870,  nowever,  con- 

sistently with  the  unrest  of  youth,  he  de- 
cided to  try  his  fortunes  beyond  the  Missis- 

sippi. Kansas  was  then  one  oi  the  most 
promising  states  of  the  west,  and  in  the 
City  of  Ottawa  Mr.  Skinner  assisted  in  or- 

ganizing the  First  National  Bank.  He  re- 
mained in  Kansas  several  years,  and  then, 

after  spending  some  months  in  Europe, 
once  more  took  up  bis  residence  in 
Westfield,  in  the  summer  of  1874,  becom- 

ing Vice  President  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  taking  an  active  part, 

in  its  management.     Two  years  later  his 

father  died,  and  he  succeeded  him  in  the 
presidency  of  the  bank.  Since  then  .Mr. 
Skinner  has  remained  at  the  nead  of  the 

institution,  and  has  attained  a  high  repu.a- 
tion  as  a  progressive  and  conservative 
banker. 

Aside  from  his  banking  interests  Mr.  Skin- 
ner's chief  business  connection  has  been 

with  the  fraternal  organization  known  as  tne 
Royal  Arcanum.  Joining  this  society  in 
1878,  he  participated  in  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  the  State  of  New 

York  in  1879,  and  was  sent  as  its  first  rep- 
resentative to  Supreme  Council  of  the  order. 

In  1880  he  was  ejected  Supreme  Treasurer, 
and  has  held  the  position  continuously  since. 

The  importance  of  the  office  may  be  under- 
stood from  the  statement  that  the  .^.oyal 

Arcanum  now  has  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  members,  disburses  annually  eignt 
million  dollars,  and  has  paid  in  death  claims 
since  its  organization  nearly  one  hunured 
million  dollars. 

In  the  social  life  of  Westfield  Mr.  Skinner 
Las  naturally  been  prominent.  He  has  long 
been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
there.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  to  the  Loyal  Legion.  He 
is  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  Party,  but  has  held  no  political 
office  except  that  of  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
of  Westfield  for  three  years. 
Edward  Alburn  Skinner  was  born  at  Grif- 

fins Mills,  Erie  County,  New  York,  May  10, 
1841;  was  educated  at  Westfield  Academy; 

served  in  the  Union  Army,  18G1-C4;  was  as- 
sistant cashier  and  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 

tional Bank  of  Westfield,  18G4-70;  engaged  in 
banking  at  Ottawa,  Kansas,  1870-73;  married 
Frances  M.  Barger  of  Westfield,  October  20, 

18G4,  who  died  June  1G,  1872;  married  Au- 
gusta, daughter  of  Hon.  W.  F.  and  Flora  (At- 

kins) Wheeler  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  19, 
1874;  their  children  are:  Flora  Atkins 
Skinner,  Egbert  Wheeler  Skinner,  Frances 
Augusta  Skinner;  became  Vice  President 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Westfield  in 
1874,  and  has  been  President  of  that  bank 
and  its  successor,  the  National  Bank  of 
Westfield,  since  187G;  has  been  Supreme 
Treasurer  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  since  1880. 

THOMAS  A.  PEACOCK. 

Thomas  A.  Peacock,  a  grand-nephew  of 
Judge  William  Peacock,  a  son  of-Thomas  and 
Alice  E.  (Peacock)  Peacock,  was  bom  in 
the  Town  of  Portland,  September  20,  1849, 
and  died  at  Westfield  in  1894.    His  paternal 
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great-grandfather,  Thomas  seacock,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  weaver,  and  from  there  he  came  to 
Central  New  York.  Three  of  his  sons  were 
John,  Absalom  and  Judge  William  Peacock, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  leading  and  promi- 

nent men  of  Chautauqua  County.  (For  por- 
trait and  sketch  see  page  581,  Vol.  I).  The 

first  two  named  sons,  .john  and  Ahsolum 
Peacock,  were  the  paternal  and  maternal 
grandfathers  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Thomas  Peacock  (father)  learned  the  trade 
of  tanner  and  leather  currier  at  Penn  Yan, 
New  York,  and  followed  the  tanning  busi- 

ness during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  was  an  industrious  man,  a  good  work- 

man, and  died  in  1851.  He  married  his 
cousin,  Alice  B.  Peacock,  who  was  a  daugh- 

ter of  Absolum  Peacock,  and  passed  away 
in  1873.  They  had  two  children:  Thomas 
A.,  and  Frances,  who  died  at  fourteen  years 
of  age. 
Thomas  A.  Peacock  passed  most  of  his 

boyhood  at  Westfield  where  he  attended  the 
Westfield  Academy.  After  taking  the  full 

course  of  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College  he  gave  his  time  principally  to  the 
management  of  his  own  private  business 
and  the  supervision  of  his  property  at  West- 
field  and  in  the  City  of  Buffalo.  In  1881 
Mr.  Peacock  united  in  marriage  with  Ali^e 
M.  Stanfield  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  three  children:  William,  born  May  17, 
1882,  now  a  member  of  the  senior  class  in 
Harvard  University;  Charles  E.,  born  July 
3,  1884,  and  Thomas  A. 

JAMES  TAYLOR. 

One  of  the  leading  elderly  citizens  of 
Westfield  is  James  Taylor.  He  was  born 
in  Wood  Grange,  County  Down,  Ireland, 
April  6,  1839.  His  hardy  parents,  David  and 
Nancy  Strain  Taylor  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  the  month  of  May,  1853,  and  as 
a  lad  James  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  this 
section  of  the  county.  It  may  be  remarked 
that  his  parents  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  His 
mother  died  in  the  year  1877  and  his  father 
followed  her  to  the  grave  six  years  later  in 
1883. 

Not  unlike  the  other  young  men  of  that 

generation  and  locality  James  Taylor  de- 
voted the  summer  months  to  the  chores  that 

fall  to  the  lot  of  a  farm  boy,  and  the  train- 
ing which  he  received  in  the  elementary 

branches  of  his  education  was  obtained  by 
close  attention  to  school  during  the  winter 
months. 

Mr.  Taylor  took  up  his  present  residence 
in  the  Town  of  Westfield  in  May,  1853,  and 
during  a  period  of  50  years  he  has  been  an 
active  and  respected  member  of  the  com- 
munity.  Having  gained  a  general  experi- 

ence in  business  matters,  Mr.  Taylor  went 

into  the  meat  business  in  1865;  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  judgment,  as  well  as  his  pop- 

ularity with  the  trading  public  is  eviuenced 
in  his  successful  continuance  in  that  busi- 

ness until  19(13. 
In  addition  to  his  other  affairs  Mr.  Taylor 

owned  a  large  farm  near  the  village  for  a 
period  of  thirty-two  years,  but  during  most 
of  that  time  his  home  was  situated  in  the 
Village  of  Westfield. 

JAMES  TAYLOR 

Notwithstanding  his  commercial  obliga- 
tions he  has  found  time  to  devote  to  the  ad- 

vancement of  the  interests  of  the  Republi- 
can Party.  The  appreciation  of  his  towns- 
men was  shown  by  his  election  as  Com- 

missioner of  Highways  in  1890,  and  his 
successive  selection  as  Trustee  of  the  vil- 

lage for  a  number  of  years. 
Nor  has  Mr.  Taylor  neglected  the  irater- 

nal  and  social  features  of  life.  He  is  a  val- 
ued member  of  Summit  Lodge,  No.  219,  Free 

and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Ancient  Order  of 
LTnited  Workmen,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
the  Royal  Arcanum. 

A  glance  at  the  outline  of  Mr.  Taylor  s  do- 
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mestic  life  will  show  that  it  has  been  no 
less  happy.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  A.,  the 
daughter  of  John  Crosgrove  of  Westrield, 
November  1,  1871.  They  are  the  parents  of 
a  numerous  family:  John  David,  now  de- 

ceased; James,  who  died  in  infancy;  Jay  and 
Jennie,  born  June  19,  1875,  and  who  now  re- 

side in  Westfleld;  Fanny,  born  September 
30,  1877;  Mabel,  deceased,  and  Matthew, 
born  August  15,  1883,  and  who  continues  to 
be  a  resident  of  his  native  township. 

WILLIAM  H.  THOMPSON. 

William  H.  Thompson,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Westfleld  may  claim  the  dis- 

tinction of  being  a  life  long  resident  of  the 
town.  He  was  born  in  Westfleld  June  1, 
1858.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert  H.  and  Nancy 
McMeeken  Thompson.  They  came  to  West- 

fleld in  1852  and  Mr.  Thompson  established 
a  tailoring  business  there  in  1854,  which 
business  has  since  been  continuously  con- 

WILLIiM  11.  THOMPSON 

ducted,  the  son  following  in  his  father's 
footsteps  and  maintaining  the  father's  repu- 

tation for  rectitude  and  fair  dealing.  In- 
deed it  is  proper  to  say  that  Mr.  Thompson 

is  now  known  and  recognized  as  one  of  the 
substantial  business  men  of  the  town,  and 
his  tailoring  establishment  has  a  large  and 
ever  increasing  patronage. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  educated  in  the  West- 
field  High  School,  and  as  soon  as  his  studies 
were  completed  he  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father. 

Notwithstanding  his  business  activities, 
Mr.  Thompson  has  found  time  to  devote  to 
various  fraternal  organizations.  He  is  a 
member  of  Summit  Lodge,  Free  and  Accept- 

ed Masons  and  in  the  years  1888-9  and  1900 
was  Worshipful  Master  of  the  order.  In  1900 
and  1901  he  was  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 

ter of  the  Fortieth  District.  He  also  belongs 
to  various  other  Masonic  bodies,  Westfleld 
Chapter,  No.  239,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Dun- 

kirk Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights  Templar; 
Buffalo  Consistory,  Ismailia  Shrine,  and 
Crown  Chapter,  No.  128,  Order  Eastern  Star. 
He  served  as  Worthy  Patron  of  that  order 
for  two  years.  He  also  belongs  to  the  West- 
field  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

That  Mr.  Thompson's  business  qualifica- 
tions are  fully  appreciated  by  his  fellow 

townsmen  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  he  served  three  years  as  a  member  of 
the  village  Board  of  Trustees. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  July  2,  1881. 
His  bride  was  Miss  Alice  Rockwell,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollin  B.  Rockwell  of  West- 
field.  They  have  one  son,  Rollin  Rockwell 
Thompson,  who  was  born  May  5,  1882. 

HENRY  ALLEN. 

Henry  Allen,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland, 
but  now  a  resident  of  Westfleld,  has  had  an 
extensive  and  valuable  experience  in  the 
railroad  business  and  may  be  fairly  con- 

sidered an  authority  on  all  matters  connect- 
ed with  those  departments  of  railroad  activ- 
ity with  which  he  has  been  identified.  He 

is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Rachel  Lowry  Allen 
and  was  born  February  28,  1849,  at  Belfast, 
Ireland.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
Belfast  Royal  Academical  Institution,  and 
in  1SG3  he  secured  employment  on  the 
Great  Northern  Railroad  of  Ireland  and 
subsequently  on  the  London  Northwestern  of 
England  where  he  speedily  found  favor  with 
the  superior  officials,  and  had  he  remained 
would  doubtless  in  due  time  have  received 
substantial  promotion. 

But  Mr.  Allen  had  heard  much  about  the 

opportunities  which  America  affords  the  am- 
bitious and  in  1886  he  left  the  land  of  his 

birth  and  eventually  located  in  Hamilton,  On- 
tario, where  he  found  employment  on  the 

Great  Western  of  Canada,  remaining  with 
that  road  three  years.    From  Canada  Mr. 
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Allen  went  to  the  oil  country  and  eventually 
he  was  employed  on  the  Nickle  Plate  Road 
as  a  traveling  freight  agent,  a  position  he 
has  held  for  twenty-three  years,  performing 
the  exacting  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  the  corporation  employ- 

ing him. 
Mr.  Allen  was  married  at  Strathway,  On- 

tario, to  Miss  Charlotte  Buttery.  They  nave 
five  children,  Harry,  Paul,  Charlotte,  Mar- 

ion and  Catherine. 

Mr.  Allen  removed  to  Westfield  in  Septem- 
ber, 1897.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  of  that  village  and  is  regarded 

as  one  of  the  substantial  and  progressive 
citizens  of  the  town. 

DEXTER  N.  MORSE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Westfield  October  19,  1859.  He  is  the  son 
of  Daniel  and  Betsy  Rexford  Morse.  They 
came  to  Westfield  from  Vermont  in  1834. 
The  mother  died  in  1872.  The  father  still 
resides  in  Westfield  respected  and  beloved 
by  all  who  know  him. 
Dexter  N.  Morse  was  educated  in  the 

Westfield  High  School  and  deciding  to  fol- 

DEXTEK  N.  MORSE 

low  a  business  career,  he  in  1876,  engaged 
in  a  general  mill  business  which  he  has  de- 

veloped to  a  considerable  extent,  and  now 

deals  in  lumber,  grape  packages,  etc.,  exten- sively. 

Mr.  Morse  like  other  patriotic  citizens  ear- 
ly took  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  his 

fellow  townsmen  showed  their  appreciation 
of  his  public  spirit  eight  years  ago  by  elect- 

ing him  village  Trustee,  which  office  he 
still  holds  and  the  duties  of  which,  he  dis- 

charges with  scrupulous  fidelity. 
Mr.  Morse  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Fitch,  daugh- 

ter of  Cleveland  and  Roxy  Staunton  Fitch 
were  married  November  7,  1878.  They  have 
two  children,  Edith  M.,  born  June  24,  1882, 
and  Everett  F.,  born  August  10,  1891. 

Mr.  Morse  is  a  prominent  lodge  man.  He 
belongs  to  the  Westfie_d  Masonic  Lodge,  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  Independent  Orcter  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Protected  Home  Circle  and 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

LUCIAN  H.  KENT. 

Lucian  H.  Kent,  son  of  Moses  and  Jer- 
usha  Kent,  was  born  on  August  4th,  181G, 
at  Dorset,  Vermont.  In  1822  he  was  taken 
with  his  parents,  in  trying  circumstances,  to 
St.  Lawrence  County,  in  this  state.  The 
journey  was  made  with  many  perils  in  the 
old  overland  manner  by  ox  team,  in  the  mid- 

dle of  a  severe  winter  and  through  an  al- 
most unbroken  wilderness  over  what  was 

known  as  the  Port  Kent  Road.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority  Mr.  Kent  acquired  an  aca- 

demical education  by  his  own  efforts  at  Pots- 
dam. On  June  9,  1S49,  he  was  married  to 

Mary  Fay  McEwen,  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Deacon  George  McEwen  of  Lawrence,  New 
York,  and  in  1857  they  moved  to  French 
Creek  township,  Chautauqua  County,  his 
farm  of  three  hundred  acres  lying  half  way 
between  Clymer  and  Marvin  post  office. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  he  removed  to  West- 
field,  New  York,  to  the  home  farm  where 
he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 
His  family  numbered  six  sons  and  ore 
daughter.  Of  these  Henry  B.  Kent,  who 
was  a  graduate  of  Western  Reserve  Uni- 

versity, and  author  of  "Graphic  Sketches  of 
the  West,"  was  born  October  21,  1855,  and 
died,  while  traveling,  at  Canon  City,  Colo- 

rado, June  25,  1890.  Elwin  R.,  born  No- 
vember 11,  1858,  was  for  some  time  private 

secretary  to  Hon.  Daniel  G.  Rollins,  Surro- 
gate City  and  County  of  New  York,  died 

at  Westfield,  New  York,  November  14,  1890. 
George  S.  Kent,  one  of  the  first  graduates 

of  and  for  a  time  a  teacher  in  the  West- 
field  Academy  and  union  school,  and  the 
daughter,  Alice   C.   Kent,   also   reside  in 
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Westfield  and  are  largely  identified  in  grape 
vineyard  culture  and  all  the  family  busi- 

ness interests.  Portraits  and  personal 
sketches  are  given  in  this  work  of  his  three 
other  sons,  Elmore  M.,  Herman  L.  and  Ver- 

non A.  Kent. 
Mr.  Kent  was  a  man  of  decided  scholarly 

tastes.  For  much  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury he  was  a  close  student  of  the  best  he 

could  find  in  literary  fields  and  a.  great 
reader  along  the  lines  of  scientific  and 
philosophical  research;  but  he  was  happiest 
when  he  was  closest  in  touch  with  nature, 
and  to  this  fact  may  probably  be  attributed 
his  choice  of  agricultural  pursuits  for  his 
life  work.  The  surroundings  appealed  to 
his  poetic  nature,  and  served  largely  as  the 
inspiration  for  his  modest  volume  of  poems, 

"Sunshine  and  Storm,"  the  title  to  which 
he  chose  as  appropriate  to  the  coloring  it 
had  received  from  his  occupation. 

He  was  never  confined  to  his  bed  by  sick- 
ness a  day  in  his  life.  Passing  away  at  the 

close  of  the  nineteenth  century,  he  had  seen 
nearly  all  the  conflicts,  the  growth  and  ma- 

terial progress  in  our  country's  history. 
With  unfailing  intellectual  activity,  opti- 

mistic and  hopeful  in  his  reading  and 
thought,  he  kept  abreast  of  what  was  cur- 

rent up  to  his  death.  He  was  a  successful 
business  man  and  was  possessed  of  a  careful 
and  sound  judgment.  They  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  June  9,  1899,  at  the  home 
in  Westfield,  with  all  living  members  of 
their  family  present.  Mr.  Kent  died  March 
9,  1900,  and  Mrs.  Kent  on  the  17th  of  No- 

vember, 1903.  He  looked  upon  his  life  as 
a  rich  blessing,  which  view  is  thus  ex- 

pressed in  his  poem,  "The  Love  of  Life": 
I  love  to  live  because  the  skies 

In  beauty  from  above 
Shed  down  their  light  from  Paradise, 

In  forms  of  mildest  love. 

I  love  to  live  where  truth's  bright  beams 
Can  reach  the  awful  shade, 

That  willful  falsehood  here  can  form 
In  light  which  God  has  made. 

ELMORE  M.  KENT. 

Elmore  M.  Kent,  son  of  Lucian  Kent,  was 
born  in  Hopkinton,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
New  York,  June  7,  1850,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Chautauqua  County,  when  seven 
years  of  age,  and  has  considered  Westfield 
his  home  since  18G2,  when  he  came  to  that 
place.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  Westfield  Academy. 
He  taught  in  the  public  schools,  was  em- 

ployed a  short  time  on  the  Westfield  Re- 
publican and  later  on  the  New  York  Daily 

Standard,  published  at  34  Park  Row  by 
John  Russell  Young.  He  was  associated 
with  C.  C.  Post  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  a 

large  manufacturer  of  sugarniakers'  sup- 
plies, and  upon  his  death  was  made  admin- 

istrator of  his  large  estate.  He  married 
June  20,  1889,  Edna  M.,  daughter  of  Vanck 
A.  Chittenden,  of  Hopkinton,  New  York. 
She  was  born  at  Hopkinton  July  12,  18GG, 
was  educated  at  Andover  Female  Seminary, 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  died  June  2G, 
1897,  at  Westfield.  In  1881  he,  together 
with  his  brother  Herman  L.  Kent,  purchased 
and  rebuilt  the  Westfield  Paper  Mills,  which 
they  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Her- 

man L.  Kent  &  Company  for  about  fifteen 
years,  during  which  time  this  was  one  of 
the  leading  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
town.  He  resides  on  South  Portage  Street 
and  will  long  be  remembered  in  connection 

with  Kent's  Glen  where  he  spends  much 
time  and  pains  each  summer  in  the  main- 

tenance of  the  boys'  swimming  place,  walks, 
drive,  picnic  and  pleasure  grounds,  as  well 
as  for  the  improvements  and  care  taken  by 
him  of  the  natural  park  on  his  lands  at 
Buttermilk  Falls,  a  view  of  which  is  shown 
in  this  work  and  at  both  of  which  places 
he  has  always  shown  that  it  gives  him  pleas- 

ure to  welcome  the  public.  He  is  an  attend- 
ant of  and  at  this  time  a  trustee  of  the  First 

Presbyterian  Church.  At  the  Chautauqua 
County  Centennial  held  at  Westfield  in  1902 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  In- 

vitation and  Entertainment. 
Mr.  Kent  is  an  earnest  Republican  but  is 

rather  a  man  of  affairs  than  of  political  as- 
pirations, and  has  chosen  to  devote  his  time 

and  energies  to  his  business  and  to  those 
trusts  which  have  been  placed  in  his  hands. 
He  is  at  the  present  time  largely  interested 
in  the  grape  vineyard  industry. 

HERMON  L.  KENT. 

Hermon  L.  Kent  was  born  on  the  31st 
day  of  January,  1854,  at  Hopkinton,  St.  Law- 

rence County,  New  York,  and  in  the  year 
1S57  he  came  to  French  Creek,  Chautauqua 
County,  with  his  parents,  Lucian  H.  and 
Mary  F.  Kent,  where  he  resided  for  a  period 
of  five  years.  In  18G2  the  family  removed  to 
the  Town  of  Westfield,  where  Hermon  L. 
Kent  grew  to  manhood  and  carved  out  for 
himself  a  successful  business  career,  being 
recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  pro- 

gressive citizens  of  the  county. 
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Mr.  Kent  received  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  rounded 

out  his  schooling  at  the  Westfield  Academy 
and  Union  School,  hut  like  most  of  the  men 
of  his  time,  his  higher  education  was  de- 

rived from  the  great  school  of  experience, 
some  of  the  details  of  which  appear  in  a 
sketch  of  the  Westfield  Paper  Mills  to  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  After  com- 

pleting his  schooling  Mr.  Kent  in  1870  ac- 
cepted employment  in  the  paper  mills  men- 
tioned above,  where  he  learned  the  details 

of  the  manufacture  of  paper,  and  in  1878 
leased  the  plant  of  the  Westfield  Paper 
Mills,  which  he  operated  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  E.  M.  Kent,  he 
purchased  the  plant  and  continued  the  man- 

ufacture of  paper  and  other  products  until 
189G,  under  the  firm  name  of  Herman  L. 
Kent  &  Company.  In  the  latter  year  the 
mills  were  sold,  and  subsequently  the  plant 
burned  down,  but  Mr.  Kent  has  continued  in 
the  paper  business  and  conducts  a  large 
wholesale  house  in  Westfield. 

Mr.  Kent  belongs  to  the  strict  business 
type  of  man,  never  having  aspired  to  public 
station,  although  often  urged  by  his  neigh- 

bors and  friends  to  stand  as  a  candidate  ior 

public  office.  He  has,  however,  always  tak- 
en an  intelligent  and  well-directed  interest 

in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  ever 
ready  to  lend  his  influence  in  the  direction 
of  the  public  weal.  He  is  a  member  of  tne 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  filled  the  office 
of  Grand  Representative  to  the  Grand  State 
Lodge.  He  is  the  President  of  the  West- 
field  Board  of  Trade,  a  position  which  he 
has  filled  for  several  years,  and  he  is  uni- 

versally looked  upon  as  a  conservative,  pru- 
dent and  successful  man  along  the  lines  of 

his  life-work. 

A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTFIELD 
PAPER  MILLS. 

After  the  war  ended  in  18G5  Allen  Wright 
returned  to  Westfield,  having  amassed  a 
fortune  in  the  oil  business.  At  that  time 
he  was  the  prominent  man  of  the  place  and 
his  three  hundred  pound  weight  made  him 
quite  a  commanding  figure.  Mr.  Wright 
formed  a  stock  company  and  about  the  year 

1867  or  18G8  the  old  "Cottage  Grist  Mill" 
was  changed  over  and  rebuilt  into  a  paper 
mill  with  a  Fourdrinier  paper  machine,  the 
first  product  being  white  printing  paper  and 
the  mill  was  equipped  to  run  by  water 
power.    The  consumption  of  this  product  in 

this  section  was  comparatively  small  at  this 
time  and  the  mill  was  idle  a  part  of  the 
year.  The  price  of  the  white  rag  news  pa- 

per then  ranged  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cents 
per  pound.  About  the  year  1867  or  1868  Mr. 
Wright  foresaw  the  great  demand  there 
would  be  for  grape  baskets,  as  about  this 
time  vineyards  were  being  put  out  and 
commencing  to  bear,  and  being  of  an  in- 

ventive and  mechanical  turn  of  mind  he 

conceived  and  made  a  grape  box  from  paste- 
board and  the  paper  company  concluded 

to  change  the  product  and  make  straw 
board.  Special  machines  were  soon  invented 
and  made  by  Mr.  Wright  to  cut  up  the  pro- 

duct in  shape  for  the  round  paper  grape  box 
which  were  mostly  for  five  and  ten  pound 
sizes,  although  a  few  three  pound  boxes 
were  used.  These  round  grape  boxes  the 
writer  helped  make,  being  one  of  the  many 
boys  and  girls  that  were  employed.  I 
worked  only  a  short  time  during  the  school 
vacation — should  think  about  three  or  four 
months  and  until  after  the  grape  harvest. 
I  think  this  first  year  was  in  1868  that  the 
first  paper  grape  boxes  were  made.  The 
packages  were  very  attractive  having  a  col- 

ored label  with  a  cut  or  stem  of  grapes  on 
the  covers  and  the  pasteboard  covered  with 
a  light  sheet  of  fancy  paper  resembling  cloth 
finish  and  a  variety  of  designs.  These  boxes 
were  crated  and  the  crates  were  furnished 
with  the  boxes.  The  sale  of  the  first  sum- 

mer and  fall  make  of  these  boxes  was  very 
encouraging.  Every  one  seemed  disposed 
to  try  them  and  the  orders  could  not  be 
filled  as  fast  as  wanted  during  the  first  fall. 
This  so  encouraged  the  makers  that  they 
prepared  a  very  large  stock  for  the  coming 

fall  of  1SG8  or  18G9.  During  the  "year  the 
wood  basket  was  coming  into  use  and  about 
this  year  was  the  first  appearance  of  the 
Climax  grape  baskets  and  the  sale  of  them 
and  the  satisfaction  they  gave  to  grape  ship- 

pers soon  killed  the  sale  of  the  round  paper 
boxes  made  at  the  paper  mill.  The  outcome 
of  the  second  yerr  and  the  damaged  condi- 

tion in  which  some  of  the  paper  packages 
reached  their  destination  caused  a  prejudice 
against  the  package  and  the  second  season 
ended  the  manufacture  of  straw  board  and 
the  stock  on  hand  was  never  sold  out  com- 

plete— the  cut  up,  material  or  remnant  left 
was  sold  at  last  for  paper  stock  to  be  made 
over.  The  mill  remained  idle  until  about 
1S7U  and  the  venturesome  Allen  Wright 
having  lost  considerable  money  in  this  un- 

dertaking and  others,  became  involved,  and 
his  brother,  Reuben  Wright,  who  had  re- 
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turned  to  Westfleld  with  a  fortune,  came 
to  the  rescue  and  bought  the  property  and 

with  E.  P.  Whitney's  small  interest  in  the 
old  company,  a  new  partnership  was  formed 

styled  "R.  G.  Wright  <k  Company."  Again 
the  mill  was  rebuilt  and  new  machinery  at 
a  large  outlay  of  money  placed  in  the  build- 

ings with  large  additions  adapted  to  make 
white  straw  printing  paper — the  first  to  be 
made  in  the  state  and  almost  a  new  product 
in  this  country.  Straw  being  very  cheap 
the  shrewd  business  man,  Mr.  Wright,  evi- 

dently looked  for  a  very  prosperous  and 
profitable  ousiness.  In  the  year  1870  accord- 

ing to  my  old  diary  the  mills  started  up  and 
this  is  the  first  year  the  writer  (H.  L.  Kent) 
commenced  woric  in  the  paper  mills  as  a 
steady  hand,  although  not  expecting  to  make 
a  life  work  of  the  paper  business.  This 
snow  white  printing  paper  made  out  of 
cheap  straw  was  the  curiosity  of  this  sec- 

tion as  was  shown  by  the  many  visitors  at 
the  mills  and  every  one  looking  over  the 
mills  took  home  with  them  a  sheet  as  a 
sort  of  a  souvenir.  Again  the  promoters  of 
this  industry  did  not  realize  their  expecta- 

tions, as  the  snow  white  paper  proved  too 
brittle  in  its  texture  and  did  not  give  the 
best  of  satisfaction  among  the  printers.  The 
price  of  the  paper  at  the  beginning  ranged 
from  eleven  to  twelve  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound.  This  product  of  white  straw  print- 

ing paper  being  so  tender  and  devoid  of  pli- 
ability there  was  great  difficulty  in  making 

this  grade  of  paper.  Any  imperfections  or 
mistakes  in  preparing  this  snow  white  pulp 
resulted  in  making  it  about  impossible  to 
run  the  thin  sheets  over  the  paper  making 
machinery  without  constant  tearing  and 

making  "broke"  or  waste  paper.  This  busi- 
ness was  continued  by  '  R.  G.  Wright  & 

Company,  from  1870  until  the  fall  of  1877 
and  during  this  time  the  price  of  paper 
gradually  fell  until  good  printing  paper  sold 
for  from  six  to  seven  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound.  With  the  new  fiber  wood-pulp  com- 

ing into  use  about  this  date  the  owners  were 
satisfied  it  was  about  time  to  sell  out, 
which  was  accomplished  in  the  fall  of  1877 
to  B.  A.  C.  Pew,  a  resident  of  Canada.  In 
the  deal  there  was  a  mortgage  of  about 
thirteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  property 
which  was  soon  adjusted  by  another  trans- 

fer of  the  property  to  an  oil  man  by  the 
name  of  Bradford  I.  Taylor,  a  resident  of 
the  Pennsylvania  oil  country.  Mr.  Taylor 
not  knowing  anything  about  the  business 
hired  the  mills  run  and  only  visiting  them 
two  or  three  times  a  year,  he  soon  found  his 

product  accumulating  and  after  a  brief  ex- 
perience concluded  he  could  not  attend  to 

the  business  and  leased  the  property  to 
Hermon  L.  Kent  in  the  year  1878,  and  in 
June,  1880,  the  latter  bought  the  property 
with  his  brother,  E.  M.  Kent.  The  mills  were 
again  equipped  by  adding  some  new  ma- 

chinery and  after  giving  the  premises  a 
thorough  overhauling  commenced  opera- 

tions, changing  the  product  again  by  man- 

ufacturing paper  for  the  new  grade  "Kent's 
Economy  Sugar  Bags."  The  paper  made 
for  these  bags  was  striped  during  the  pro- 

cess of  making  right  on  the  paper-making 
machine.  The  bags  were  afterwards  made 
from  this  paper  and  the  bags  presented  a 
very  attractive  appearance  and  had  a  large 
sale  at  this  time.  These  heavy  sugar  bags 
were  originated  by  H.  L.  Kent  and  sold  by 
the  pound  instead  of  by  the  thousand  as  the 
light  manilla  bags  were  sold.  These  heavy 
bags  were  the  first  of  this  kind  made  in  this 
country.  The  mills  also  made  other  kinds — 
a  variety  of  wrapping  papers.  In  the  win- 

ter of  1895-1S9G  the  mills  were  sold  to  Smith 
Brothers.  This  new  firm  run  the  mills  less 
than  two  years  when  the  property  was  de- 

stroyed by  fire,  thus  ending  the  history  of 
the  paper  mills  here  in  Westfleld,  but  not 
the  paper  business.  The  firm  of  Hermon 
L.  Kent  &  Company  was  dissolved  after  the 
paper  mills  were  sold  and  the  wholesale  pa- 

per business  was  and  is  now  continued  in 
the  brick  block  built  by  Hermon  L.  Kent. 
The  paper  warehouses  are  located  right  in 
the  town  on  North  Portage  Street.  In  the 
year  1899  another  paper  warehouse  was 
built  by  H.  L.  Kent  and  connecting  with  the 
first  warehouse,  giving  a  storage  capacity  in 

both  building's  of  over  two  hundred  tons 
of  paper  goods. 

In  conclusion  I  will  mention  that  there 
was  a  very  small  mill  located  and  run  at 
Laona,  New  York,  for  many  years  (be- 

tween the  dates)  of  the  established  West- 
field  mills  and  the  closing  of  our  mill  his- 

tory here,  the  Westfleld  Paper  Mills  being 
the  first  in  this  county  as  well  as  the  last. 
At  this  date  the  nearest  mills  to  this  county 

are  located  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ni- 
agara Falls,  New  York. 

HERMON  L.  KENT. 

VERNON   A.  KENT. 

Vernon  A.  Kent,  was  born  January  17, 
18G6,  at  Westfleld  and  is  the  youngest  son 
of  Lucian  H.  Kent.  He  attended  school  at 
the  Westfleld  Academy  and  union  school, 
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graduating  under  the  University  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  1882.  He  married  the 
youngest  daughter  of  William  H.  Arnold  of 
Portland  March  12,  1885,  and  he  has  three 
daughters,  Misses  Clara,  Emma  and  Marian. 
He  conducted  a  retail  business  at  No.  13 
Main  Street  for  several  years,  and  during 
the  same  period  gave  some  attention  to 
farming  and  growing  of  grapes.  From  the 
time  he  left  school  he  took  an  active  inter- 

est in  public  affairs  of  his  locality.  A  Re- 
publican and  has  received  responsibilities 

at  the  hands  of  his  party,  being  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 

village  when  twenty-four  years  of  age,  serv- 
ing for  three  years,  during  which  time  he 

was  twice  appointed  Chairman  of  tne  Fi- 
nance Committee.  Jn  1894  while  a  member 

of  the  Chautauqua  County  Republican  Com- 
mittee he  was  elected  its  Chairman,  and 

under  his  management  conducted  a  very 
active  campaign,  the  county  giving  over 
seventy-five  hundred  Republican  majority, 
being  the  greatest  Republican  majority  the 
county  had  at  that  date.  In  1898  President 
McKinley  commissioned  him  Postmaster  of 
the  Town  of  Westfield,  and  in  1892  President 
Roosevelt  re-commissioned  him  to  the  same 
position.  He  and  his  family  attend  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  also  belongs  to 
orders  of  Masons,  Independent  Order  of  ̂ dd 
Fellows,  Royal  Arcanum,  Protective  Home 
Circle,  and  Knights  of  Pythias,  being  a  past 
presiding  officer  of  the  last  mentioned,  and 
a.  member  of  its  grand  lodge.  Tn  1902  he 
acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Ex- 

hibits for  the  Centennial  celebration  of 
Chautauqua  County,  the  duties  of  which 
took  much  detail  work  which  the  exhibitors 
of  the  different  towns  much  appreciated. 
He  prepared  the  list  of  exhibits  (Town  of 
Westfield),  elsewhere  printed  in  this  his- 

tory. He  has  represented  It  is  district  in 
State,  Judicial  and  Congressional  Conven- 
tions. 

DARIUS    E.  KENT. 

Darius  E.  Kent,  son  of  Moses  Kent,  was 
born  at  Dorset,  Vermont,  February  22,  1813. 
He  came  with  his  parents  and  only  brother, 
Lucian,  to  Hopkinton,  St.  Lawrence  Coun- 

ty, New  York,  in  1823.  As  he  grew  to  man- 
hood he  became  one  of  the  most  prominent 

men  in  Northern  New  York  in  agricultural 
and  real  estate  transactions,  and  he  was 
known  to  nearly  every  inhabitant  in  the 
county  where  he  lived.  His  untiring  indus- 

try and  remarkable  energy  combined  with 
an  unremitting  zeal  rendered  him  an  em- 

inently successful  man.  In  the  prime  of 
his  life  he  was  a  man  of  great  self-reliance 
and  of  very  correct  judgment  and  his  busi- 

ness undertakings  seldom  miscarried. 

"The  Early  History  of  the  Town  of  Hop- 
kinton" by  Carlton  E.  Sanford  makes  espec- 

ial reference  to  Mr.  Kent,  in  a  brief  list  of 
men  of  that  town  whose  marked  ability  had 
achieved  for  them  exceptional  success.  In 
1842  he  married  Jane  Green  of  Hopkinton, 
who  died  December  24,  1884.  They  had 
children:  Salome  M.,  born  October  10, 
1844,  living  at  Westfield;  Emma  J.,  born 
March  31,  1849,  died  May  30,  18G8.  He  was 
a  Republican  from  the  formation  of  that 
party,  but  very  independent  in  his  judg- 

ment of  measures  and  of  men.    His  home 

DAH1US  E.  KENT 

was  at  Potsdam,  New  York,  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  in  1X(;<;  he  moved  to  Westfield. 
Here  he  spent  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
lil'c  He  died  at  his  residence  on  First 
Street  March  2,  18SG. 

HENRY  C.  KINGSBURY,  JR. 

Henry  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr.,  son  of  H.  C. 
Kingsbury  and  Mary  A.  Kingsbury,  was  born 
at  Westfield,  March  2,  iS72.  He  received 
his  early  education  at  the  Westfield  Acad- 

emy and  was  graduated  from  that  institu- 
tion in  the  year  1889.  He  subsequently  in- 

tended the1  Albany   Law  School  at  Albany 
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and  after  his  graduation  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  the  year  1893.  Although  a  Dem- 

ocrat in  politics  in  1893  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
the  Town  of  Westfield,  and  held  the  office 
for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  has  been  twice 
elected  President  of  the  Village  of  West- 
field.  From  the  time  of  his  commission  to 
the  Bar  he  was  a  partner  of  his  father,  the 
late  H.  C.  Kingsbury,  until  his  death  in 
1902.    He  subsequently  formed  a  co-partner- 

HENRY  C.  KINGSBURY,  Jr. 

ship  with  G.  G.  Gibbs  under  the  firm  name 
and  style  of  Kingsbury  &  Gibbs,  which  firm 
continues  in  active  practice. 

FRANK  W.  CRANDALL. 

Prank  William  Crandall,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  at  Westfield  April  30, 
18G1,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Benjamin  and 
Sylvia  S.  (Bandle)  Crandall;  son  of  Stephen 
and  Christiana  (Benjamin)  Crandall;  son  of 
Samuel  and  Keziah  (Stillwell)  Crandall; 
son  of  Jeremiah  and  Elyzabeth  (Casey) 
Crandall.  Mr.  Crandall  is  descended  from 
the  Rhode  Island  family  of  Crandalls,  his 
great-great-grandfather  coming  to  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,  about  the  time  of  the 
War  of  the  American  Revolution.  On  his 

mother's  side  Mr.  Crandall  is  descended 
from  Connecticut  men,  many  of  whom  were 

prominent  in  Colonial  times.  Among  his 
ancestors  was  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  founder 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  His  grandfather, 
Stephen  Crandall,  moved  from  Kinderhook, 
New  York,  to  Portland,  New  York,  in  1836. 

Mr.  Crandall  was  married  June  29,  1887, 
at  Westfield,  to  Catherine  Louise  Patterson, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Frances  D. 
(Todd)  Patterson.  Their  children,  born  at 
Westfield,  New  York,  are  Francis  William, 
born  January  13,  1889,  and  George  Patter- 

son, born  June  21,  1891. 
Mr.  Crandall  obtained  his  education  in 

the  schools  of  his  native  place,  graduating 
from  the  Westfield  Academy  in  June,  1880. 
Being  of  a  business  turn  of  mind  he  chose 
banking  as  his  life  work,  and  his  success 
has  shown  how  accurately  he  analyzed  his 

own  mind,  and  how  judicious  was  his  de- 
cision. On  July  1,  1880,  he  entered  the  First 

National  Bank  of  Westfield  as  office  boy. 
By  close  application  to  his  work,  careful 
attention  to  business  and  courteous  treat- 

ment of  those  with  whom  he  had  dealings, 
he  won  the  confidence  of  his  superiors,  as 
well  as  of  the  public,  and  passing  years 
have  demonstrated  how  well  the  confidence 

of  both  was  placed.  Mr.  Crandall's  advance 
in  the  bank  was  rapid  and  in  1887  he  was 
made  Assistant  Cashier.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  director  and  in  1892  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  cashier,  which  he  has 
since  held.  Although  still  a  comparatively 

young  man  he  has  passed  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury in  the  banking  business.  He  was  one 

of  the  organizers  of  the  banking  firm  of  E. 
A.  Skinner  &  Company  of  Ripley,  which 
commenced  business  January  20,  1891.  This 
institution  was  succeeded  by  the  First  Na- 

tional Bank  of  Ripley,  New  York,  which  was 
chartered  by  the  government  September  1, 
1902.  Mr.  Crandall  is  now  largely  interest- 

ed in  the  institution  and  is  its  President. 
Mr.  Crandall  has  given  freely  of  his  time 

as  a  village  official  having  acted  as  Clerk 
of  the  village  in  18S4,  1885,  1S8G  and  1887. 
In  1893  he  was  elected  President  of  the  vil- 

lage and  re-elected  to  that  position  in  1894 
and  1895.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  since  1896 
and  at  the  present  time  is  President  of  that 
Board  and  Acting  Superintendent  of  the 
Water  Department. 

As  a  churchman  Mr.  Crandall  was  reared 
in  early  boyhood  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  his  native  town  but  in  1SS7  he 
became  connected  with  L..  Peters  Episcopal 
Church,  where  his  church  home  has  since 
remained.    He  has  served  as  Treasurer  of 
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the  Parish  since  1888  and  has  been  Senior 
Warden  of  the  church  since  1897.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitation  of  the 
Gowanda  State  Hospital,  a  position  he  has 
held  by  appointment  of  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York  since  1902,  and  President 
of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Crandall  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Patterson  Library,  of  which  he  has 
been  Treasurer  since  1890.  His  devouon 
to  the  interests  of  this  instiution  is  unselfish 

and  the  public  reaps  the  benefit.  Mr.  Cran- 
dall has  been  connected  with  the  Supreme 

Treasurer's  office  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  for 
about  twenty-five  years,  and  there  as  else- 

where is  a  valuable  adjunct.  He  typifies  the 
best  of  American  manhood,  and  illustrates 
the  manner  in  whicn  young  men  of  charac- 

ter, fidelity  and  ability  can  succeed  if  so  de- 
termined. 

In  no  position  where  put  to  the  test  has 
he  been  found  wanting,  and  never  has  ne 
disappointed  the  expectation  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Crandall's  life  is  an  open  book  to  the 
people  of  Westfield  and  no  unsightly  blot 
disfigures  a  single  page.  A  lifelong  resi- 

dent of  Westfield,  he  is  respected  and  trust- 
ted  by  all,  but  most  by  those  who  know  him 
best. 

GEORGE  W.  HOLT. 

George  W.  Holt  was  born  in  Buffalo,  No- 
vember 25,  1813,  and  died  at  Westfield,  Jan- 

uary 4,  1889.  His  father,  Elijah  Holt,  was  a 
native  of  Pomfret,  Connecticut.  His  mother, 
Mary  (Adams)  Holt,  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Adams  of  the  same  place.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  they  moved  to  Cherry  Valley,  Ot- 

sego County,  New  York,  which  was  for 
many  years  their  home.  Elijah  Holt  was  a 
prominent  man,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  and  also  having  been  the 
constructor  of  a  large  portion  of  the  turn- 

pike between  Albany  and  Buffalo,  then  the 
main  avenue  of  commerce  between  the  east 
and  west.  He  was  also  General  of  the 
Militia  in  the  War  of  1812.  It  was  about  that 
time  that  the  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  the 
father  foreseeing  that  it  was  destined  to 
become  a  large  city.  It  was  there  that 
George  Holt  spent  the  most  of  his  life.  After 
receiving  an  Academic  education,  he  was 
first  apprenticed  to  a  watchmaker,  but 
shortly  afterward  obtained  a  position  as 
clerk  for  the  shipping  firm  of  Barker  & 
Holt,  of  which  his  brother,  H.  N.  Holt,  was 

a  member.  He  soon  showed  such  a  marked 
aptitude  for  the  business,  that  in  1837,  two 
years  later,  he  was  invited  to  become  a 
member  of  the  new  firm  of  Holt,  Palmer  & 
Company,  owners  of  lake  vessels  and  canal 
boats.  They  were  engaged  in  the  transpor- 

tation business  .etween  New  York  and  Chi- 
cago. This  firm  continued  up  to  1850,  at 

which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Charles  Ensign  of  Buffalo.  During  that  per- 

iod an  immense  business  was  carried  on. 
They  were  the  owners  and  managers  of  tne 
Commercial  Line,  which  was  at  that  time 
one  of  the  largest  and  finest  lines  of  freight 

GEORGE  YV.  HOLT 

steamers  on  the  lakes.  Their  partnership 
lasted  until  the  i.eath  of  .Mr.  Ensign  in  lSSu. 
In  business  circies  he  was  noted  for  his 
foresight,  tact  and  good  judgment,  but  above 
all  for  his  unswerving  integrity.  He  was 
a  man  of  noble,  generous  deeds,  and  was 

never  happier  than  when  bearing  another's 
burden.  Many  were  the  hearts  made  lighter 
by  his  timely  gifts.  Many  a  sorrowing  one 
had  called  down  blessings  on  his  head. 

On  September  10,  18G3,  he  married  Amelia 
Harrington  of  Westfield,  and  in  October,  of 
the  same  year,  he  moved  to  that  place, 
where  he  erected  a  beautiful  home.  Their 
children  were:  A  son  who  died  in  infancy: 
George  Harrington  Holt.  Elijah  Williams 
Holt,  Alice  Eliza  Holt. 
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JAMES   H.  McGRAW. 

James  H.  McGraw  was  born  near  the  Vil- 
lage of  Panama,  December  17,  18G0.  His 

boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  attended  the  district  school 
at  Kings  Corners,  near  Panama,  and  the 
Panama  union  school.  Later  he  entered 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  New 

York,  where  he  graduated  in  1884  as  vale- 
dictorian of  his  class.  After  teaching  school 

for  a  short  time  in  Chautauqua  and  Genesee 
Counties,  Mr.  McGraw  went  to  New  York 
City  and  engaged  in  the  publishing  business, 
and  for  a  time  was  the  Philadelphia  repre- 

sentative of  the  American  Railway  Publish- 
ing Company,  then  the  owner  and  publisher 

of  three  technical  papers,  "The  Street  Rail- 
way Journal,"  "Power"  and  the  "American 

Journal  of  Railway  Appliances."  In  1888 
Mr.  McGraw  became  the  sole  owner  of  the 

"Street  Railway  Journal,"  this  being  the 
first  step  in  the  development  of  the  ex- 

tensive publishing  business  now  controlled 
by  him  under  the  name  of  the  McGraw  Pub- 

lishing Company. 
In  1896  Mr.  McGraw  became  the  owner 

of  the  "American  Electrician,"  a  monthly 
periodical  devoted  to  electrical  and  me- 

chanical engineering,  and  three  years  later 
he  acquired  the  two  leading  weekly  electri- 

cal journals,  the  "Electrical  "World"  and  the 
"Electrical  Engineer,"  both  of  New  York, 
which  he  consolidated  into  one  publication, 

the  "Electrical  World  and  Engineer."  In 
1899  the  McGraw  Publishing  Company,  with 
Mr.  McGraw  as  President  and  principal 
stockholder,  was  organized  to  control  these 
properties.  In  October,  1902,  Mr.  McGraw 
purchased  for  the  McGraw  Publishing  Com- 

pany '  The  Engineering  Record,"  a  weekly 
journal  devoted  to  civil  and  general  engi- 

neering, established  in  1877.  During  the 
same  year  he  with  others  started  in  Phila- 

delphia a  new  publication  known  as  "Elec- 
trochemical Industry,"  which  has  since  been 

removed  to  New  York.  Besides  the  period- 
icals here  named,  the  McGraw  Publishing 

Company  publishes  a  large  number  of  street 

railway,  electrical  and  other  engineering 
and  technical  books  and  pamphlets.  The 
papers  controlled  by  Mr.  McGraw  are  recog- 

nized as  the  leading  publications  in  their 
respective  fields. 

Mr.  McGraw  has  made  several  other  ven- 
tures in  the  publishing  business,  and  his 

efforts  have  always  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess. In  December,  1899,  he  purchased  the 

popular  magazine  "Success."  He  immedi- 
ately reorganized  its  staff,  changed  the  paper 

to  a  monthly  publication,  and  so  succeeded 
in  developing  the  property  that  in  June, 
1901,  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  present 

"Success  Company,"  the  magazine  had  mul- 
tiplied its  circulation  six  times,  and  had  also 

built  up  an  extensive  advertising  patronage. 
Agam,  in  the  summer  of  1901,  Mr.  McGraw 
acquired  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Richard 
P.  Rothwell  the  leading  publication  devoted 

to  mining,  the  "Engineering  and  Mining 
Journal,"  which  he  conducted  for  some  time, 
but  afterwards  sold  on  advantageous  terms. 

Mr.  McGraw  has  been,  since  1886,  a  resi- 
dent of  Madison,  New  Jersey,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  part  in  the  activities 

of  his  town  and  of  the  state.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Madi- 
son Public  Schools,  a  member  of  the  Board 

of  Trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 

and  President  of  the  Madison  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  For  a  long  time  he 
was  active  in  the  state  work  of  the  Young 

Men's  Christian  Associations  of  New  Jersey, 
and  was  for  a  number  of  years  chairman  of 
the  State  Executive  Committee.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  of  the  broad  and  gener- 

ous type,  and  has  been  since  the  day  of  his 
majority  ah  enthusiastic  worker  for  the 
cause.  He  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Madison  Republican  Club  since  1891,  and 
since  January,  1901,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Morris  County  Republican  Committee. 

Mr.  McGraw  was  married  June  8,  1887, 
to  Miss  Mildred  F.  Whittlesey,  of  Corfu, 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  and  has  five 
children:  Harold  W.,  James  H.,  Jr.,  Curtis 
W.,  Donald  C.  and  Katharine  H. 



JAMES  H.  MCGRAW 



ERNE  ST  B.  LUCE MRS.  ERNEST  It.  LUCE 

ERNEST    B.  LUCE. 

Ernest  B.  Luce,  of  Little  Valley,  is  one 

of  Chautauqua's  native  sons  who  as  a  man, 
young  in  years,  has  developed  the  qualities 
that  make  most  for  a  career  of  conspicuous 

success.  He  was  born  on  "Luce  Hill,"  Town 
of  Charlotte,  January  2,  1879.  He  attended 
Sinclairville  High  School  and  rural  schools 
and  later  Fredonia  Normal  School,  where 
he  completed  the  course  in  1S97.  He  took 
one  year  of  post  graduate  work,  including 
Greek  and  some  French,  and  graduated  in 
the  classical  course  in  June,  1900.  He  be- 

gan teaching  in  School  District  No.  3,  Cherry 
Creek,  in  the  fall  of  1895,  at  the  age  of  six- 

teen years,  and  completed  a  term  of  eigh- 
teen weeks.  In  the  fall  of  1900  he  entered 

the  profession  again  as  Principal  of  Elling- 
ton High  School.  This  position  was  secured 

immediately  after  finishing  his  course  at 
Fredonia.  At  this  writing  (December,  1904) 
he  is  serving  his  second  year  as  Principal 
of  the  High  School  at  Little  Valley,  where 
Mrs.  Luce  is  also  a  teacher.  Mr.  Luce's 
abilities  as  an  educator  received  the  recog- 

nition of  the  Democratic  County  Committee, 
which  nominated  him  for  School  Commis- 

sioner of  the  Third  District,  but  owing  to 
a  delay  in  getting  the  certificate  of  nomi- 

nation filed  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the 
ticket.  Pie  is  a  member  of  the  Epsilon 
Chapter  of  the  Philalethean  Fraternity; 
was  once  its  President  and  also  served  as 

a  delegate  from  Fredonia  to  its  annual  con- 
vention, held  at  Plattsburg  in  the  fall  of 

1899.  He  is  a  member  of  Ellington  Lodge, 

No.  97,  Ancient  Order  of  the  United  Work- men. 

Mr.  Luce  married  Grace  May  Thompson 
at  93  Eagle  Street,  Fredonia,  July  2,  1901. 
They  have  one  child,  Madge  Irene,  who  was 
born  August  3,  1903.  Mrs.  Luce  was  born 
in  Charlotte  August  2G,  1870.  Her  grand- 

father, Joshua  Thompson  settled  in  the 
Town  of  Gerry  in  1830.  She  attended  dis 
trict  school  near  Sinclairville  and  Fredonia 
Normal  School,  from  which  she  graduated 
in  June,  1899.  She  began  teaching  in  the 
High  School  in  the  Village  of  Cattaraugus 
in  1899,  as  primary  teacher,  and  later  se- 

cured such  position  in  the  Ellington  High 
School,  of  which  her  husband  was  the  Prin- 

cipal. She  is  now  with  him  as  teacher  in 
Little  Valley.  Mrs.  Luce  is  a  charming 
young  woman,  who  is  of  great  aid  to  her 
husband  in  his  ambition  to  obtain  a  thor- 

ough classical  education  and  to  win  success 
in  his  profession,  in  which  her  tastes  and 
training  are  so  congenial  with  his  own. 
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MILO  A.  RICHARDSON. 

Milo  Amos  Richardson,  a  well  known  in- 
ventor, was  the  son  of  Humphrey  and  Nancy 

(Pratt)  Richardson  and  a  descendant  of 
Amos  Richardson,  a  prominent  man  who 
came  from  England  to  Boston  before  1G39 
and  who  died  at  Stonington  in  1G83.  He  was 
born  at  Canastota,  New  York,  June  2,  1820, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Harmony,  two 
miles  north  of  Panama,  when  he  was  seven 
years  of  age.  His  school  advantages  were 
limited,  which  was  a  misfortune,  as  his  natu- 

ral genius  for  invention  only  lacked  the  force 
of  a  trained  mind.  He  was  well  schooled, 
however,  in  experiences  which  later  genera- 

MILO  A.  UIUUARDMON 

tions  know  little  about — the  hardships  of  pio- 
neer life.  He  married,  January  19,  1843, 

Laura  Louisa,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mercy 
E.  (Reynolds)  Willard,  early  settlers  of  Sher- 

man, and  by  her  had  four  sons,  all  of  whom 
died  young  except  Rosell  L.,  born  April  28, 
1850.  Mrs.  Richardson  was  born  at  Gen- 
eseo,  May  20,  1824,  and  died  in  New  York. 
August  15,  1902. 

In  1845  he  moved  to  Illinois,  where  for  ;i 
few  years,  he  followed  different  occupations. 
He  drove  one  of  the  large  stages  between 
Chicago  and  Elgin,  and  had  formerly  driven 
between  Jamestown  and  Warren,  becoming 
an  expert  driver  of  four  horse  teams.  He 

became  a  daguerreotype  artist  and  after  his 
return  to  Panama  had  a  picture  gallery 
there.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  fanatical- 

ly temperate,  but  foi  many  years  was  poor, 
as  so  much  of  his  time  wen1  lor  the  public 
good  or  to  carry  out  new  ideas  which 
brought  no  financial  return.  He  had  a  verj 
active  mind  that  was  constantly  planning 
some  new  invention  or  improvement,  and  a 
temperament  so  sanguine  that  he  would 
spend  his  last  dollar  to  cany  it  out.  After 
he  moved  to  Sherman,  in  18G0,  the  late  Wil- 

liam Henry  Keeler  became  interested  in 
some  of  his  inventions  and  furnished  the 
money  to  obtain  his  first  patents  of  which 
he  secured  about  thirty,  a  few  proving  valu- 

able. The  most  successful  were  the  cream 
pump  in  1SG2,  washing  machine  in  18G5, 
white  bronze  monuments  in  1874,  and  the 
sand  blast  process  lor  sharpening  files  in 
1878.  These  are  all,  except  the  first,  still 
manufactured  and  extensively  used.  He 
took  a  great  interest  in  public  improvements 
and  especially  in  the  building  of  the  Cross- 

cut Railroad.  The  first  survey  for  the  road 
through  the  town  was  unsatisfactory  and 
he  voluntarily  spent  a  number  of  weeks 
tracing  another  line,  where  the  road  was 
built.  He  warmly  advocated  the  erection 
of  the  new  school  building  and  was  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Board  of  Education  when  he  re- 
moved from  Sherman  in  1X7:!.  After  that  he 

resided  in  or  near  New  York,  where  he 
died,  July  10,  1900. 

ROSELL    L.  RICHARDSON. 

Rosell  L.  Richardson,  son  of  Milo  A.  and 
I  a  na  L.,  was  born  April  28,  1850,  at  Lena, 
Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  where  his  par- 

ents resided  a  few  years,  returning  to  Pan- 
ama, New  York,  in  185  1.  The  following 

year  they  removed  to  Waits  Corners,  and  in 
18G0  to  Shei  man.  He  attended  the  union 
school,  and  after  he  was  eleven  years  of 
age  was  employed  outside  of  school  hours 
in  one  of  ihe  village  stores.  In  L870  he  went 

to  Eastman  Business  College,  and  in  1S,"1 
entered  Ihe  Law  Department  of  Columbia 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1S7G 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Before 
going  to  New  York  he  took  an  active  pari 
in  political  affairs,  becoming  warmly  at- 

tached lo  Governor  Reuben  E.  Fenton: 
through  his  influence  he  was  elected  a  dele- 

gate to  the  Republican  State  Convention  in 
1N71  and  Secretary  of  the  Liberal  Republi- 

can County  Committee  during  the  Presiden- 
tial campaign  of  1S72.    After  being  admitted 
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to  the  Bar  in  New  York  he  practiced  law 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  given  a  posi- 

tion in  the  Custom  House,  at  the  request 
of  Governor  Fenton.  This  office  he  held 

for  twelve  years,  until  1890,  when  he  re- 
signed to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  an 

invention  patented  by  him,  called  "The  Baby 
Tender,"  and  which  he  is  successfully  fol- 
lowing. 

He  was  married,  January  6,  1874,  to  Clara 
B.,  daughter  of  Samuel  P.  and  Maryette  F. 
Hanford  of  Irving.  Their  children  were  De 
Lancey  and  Nina  May,  born  September  5, 
187G;  Grace  F.,  October  2,  1879;  Fenton 

Winthrop,  August  11,  1881,  and  Harold  Han- 
ford, June  25,  1888.    DeLancey  and  Grace 

ROS  ELL.  L.  RICHARDSON 

lived  a  year;  Nina  and  her  mother  died  in 
December,  1895,  and  Fenton  in  December, 
1898.  On  January  12,  1897,  ne  was  married 
again,  to  Mabel,  daughter  of  S.  Delevan  and 
Laura  D.  Adams  of  Sherman,  and  by  her 
has  one  child,  Ward  Adams,  born  February 
12,  1898. 

Mr.  Richardson  has  been  actively  engaged 
for  many  years  in  religious  and  philan- 

thropic work.  In  188G  he  organized  the 
Unity  Congregational  Society,  which  erect- 

ed the  Lenox  Avenue  Unitarian  Church  at 
a  cost  of  ninety  thousand  dollars;  it  raises 
annually  more  than  seven  thousand  dollars 
and  is  free  from  debt.    The  Harlem  Relief 

Society  was  started  by  him,  in  1893,  and  has 
since  expended  fourteen  thousand  dollars 
for  the  relief  of  the  worthy  poor.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  founded 

the  Head,  Heart  and  Hand  Club  for  Work- 
ing Girls  in  1892,  and  of  the  committee 

which  started  the  Chautauqua  County  So- 
ciety in  1902.  He  has  been  an  active  mem- 

ber of  the  Citizen's  Union,  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society,  and  was  made  a  life 
member  of  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion. 

S.  DELEVAN  ADAMS. 

S.  Delevan  Adams,  son  of  Henry  and 
Louisa  (Pride)  Adams,  was  born  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  Town  of  Ripley,  New 
York,  May  24,  1831.  He  was  a  descendant 
of  Henry  Adams  of  Braintree  (now  Quincy) 

Massachusetts,  the  progenator  of  a  distin- 
guished family,  and  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  a 

noted  signer  of  the  Mayflower  compact.  His 
grandfather  and  great  grandfather,  Adams, 
and  great  grandfather,  Edward  Bowe,  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolution.  He  was  one  of 
seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  young. 
The  others  were  Sophia,  who  married  Fred- 

erick S.  Nichols  and  died  at  Wellsville  in 
1889;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  John  A.  Tenant  of 
Ripley;  Duane  W.,  of  Sherman,  and  Delbert 
D.  of  Livonia.  He  was  educated  in  die  com- 

mon schools  and  was  a  teacher  for  a  few 
terms.  In  1853  he  came  to  Sherman  and 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Chester  Bullock,  and  after  that,  until  his 
death,  was  prominently  connected  with  the 
business  interests  ol  Sherman.  With  cne 
exception  no  other  merchant  was  ever  in 
trade  there  so  long.  He  was  married  May 
23,  1858,  to  Laura  D.,  daughter  of  Captain 
Walter  and  Nancy  (Sheldon)  Strong,  who 
survives  him.  They  had  three  children:  1. 
Mabel,  born  October  8,  1859,  graduated  from 
the  High  School  with  the  first  class  in  1878; 
married  in  1897  to  Rosell  L.  Richardson  of 
New  York  where  they  reside.  2.  Dudley, 
born  18G1  and  died  18G2.  3.  Henry,  born 
June  28,  18G5;  mari^d  May  17,  1893,  Cora 
Van  Campen  of  Rochester,  Minnesota;  he 
has  two  children,  Mildred  and  Van  Campen; 
he  is  a  merchant  in  Rochester  where  he 
settled  in  1883.  Mr.  Adams  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  a 
zealous  worker  in  the  Universalist  Church. 
In  politics  he  was  always  a  Democrat.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  May  20,  1900,  the 
Chautauqua  News  concluded  an  obituary  no- 

tice as  follows:    "In  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams 
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Sherman  loses  one  of  her  most  respected 
business  men,  the  community  an  honored 
citizen — a  man  of  whom  no  one  spoke  ex- 

cept in  praise,  and  who  in  a  high  degree  ful- 

Law.  He  is  associated  in  his  law  practice 
in  New  York  with  Capt.  Henry  Smith. 

Mr.  Ogren  was  married  October  21,  1891, 
in  Jamestown,  it)  Miss  Alma  T.  Gustafson. 
They  have  three  children,  Carl  Francis,  born 
June  22,  1894;  Cecil  Katherine,  born  July 
24,  1899,  and  Allene  Theresa,  born  March 
5,  1902.  In  1898  lie  was  nominated  and  elect- 

ed Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Jamestown,  and 
served  in  that  office  four  years.  Before  the 
commencement  of  the  term  for  which  he 
was  elected,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  L.  L. 
Hanchett.  He  contested  with  C.  I!.  Jones 
for  the  nomination  for  City  Clerk  in  1902, 
and  received  within  about  one  hundred  votes 
of  enough  to  make  him  successful,  there 
being  about  four  thousand  votes  cast  in 
the  caucus. 

Mr.  Ogren  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 

S.  DEI.EVAN  ADAMS 

filled  the  royal  law,  'Whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 

unto  to  them.'  Although  he  had  nearly 
completed  the  allotted  three  score  and  ten 
years,  he  seemed  a  young  man,  his  genial 
nature  and  hopeful  disposition  keeping  him 
youthful  at  an  age  when  life  becomes  ser- 

ious and  even  gloomy  to  so  many." 

CHARLES  A.  OGREN. 

Charles  Anders  Ogren,  a  native  of  James- 
town, who  has  made  remarkable  progress 

in  the  winning  of  forensic  fame,  now  in  the 
great  metropolis,  while  yet  a  young  man, 
was  born  August  13,  1870.  He  lived  in 
Jamestown  continuously  from  his  birth  un- 

til 1902,  when  ..e  removed  to  New  York.  His 
law  office  mere  is  at  132  Nassau  Street. 
Mr.  Ogren  attended  common  school  and  the 
Jamestown  High  School,  and  afterwards 
graduated  from  the  s.-orthand  department  of 
the  Jamestown  Business  College.  Later  ne 
attended  the  Brooklyn  Law  School,  from 
which  he  graduated,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar.  He  graduated  from  St.  Lawrence 
University  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 

CIIAKI.KS  A.  OGREN 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Jamestown, 
and  was  for  several  years  one  of  its  trus- 

tees. He  was  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  many  years,  and 
served  on  its  education  committee.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle,  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
Jamestown  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
many  local  fraternal  and  benefit  societies. 
While  a  broader  field  is  afforded  in  the 
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larger  city  for  his  ambition  and  the  exer- 
tion of  his  fine  professional  abilities,  he 

thoughtfully  cherishes  the  associations  of  his 
old  home. 

EMM  ETT   LAVERNE  POWERS. 

A  native  of  Chautauqua  County  who  has 
become  widely  known  as  a  publisher  is  Em- 
mett  Laverne  Powers,  who  was  born  on  a 
farm  near  Panama.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
E.  Powers  and  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Simeon 
Powers,  the  latter  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 

tlers of  the  Town  of  Harmony  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Panama.     Mr.     Powers    attended  district 

E  51 M  EXT  LA.  VERNE  POWERS 

school  and  later  entered  Fredonia  Normal 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1884. 
He  entered  Rochester  University  the  same 
year,  where  his  education  was  completed. 

Mr.  Powers  early  developed  a  taste  for 
newspaper  work,  and  in  1886  he  went  to 
Chicago  as  a  western  manager  of  the  Amer- 

ican Railway  Publishing  Company,  publish- 
ers of  "Power,"  "Street  Railway  Journal," 

and  "American  Journal  of  Railway  Appli- 
ances." He  resigned  later  to  accept  a  more 

lucrative  position  as  western  manager  of 
the  Electrical  World.    In  1889  he  organized 

as  principal  owner  and  manager  the  Elec- 
trical Industries  Publishing  Company,  pub- 

lishers of  "Electrical  Industries."  He  con- 
tinued as  President  and  Manager  of  the 

company  until  1890,  when,  with  James  H. 
McGraw  the  American  Electrical  Publishing 

Company,  was  organized  to  take  over  "Elec- 
trical Industries,"  changing  the  name  to  the 

"American  Electrician,"  under  which  name 
it  is  now  published.  He  was  President  and 
Manager  of  the  new  company,  but  withdrew 
in  1897  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  other 
publications.  In  1899  he  organized  the  E. 
L.  Powers  Company,  of  which  he  is  now 
President  and  Treasurer.  The  company 

published  the  "Good  Roads  Magazine,"  a 
monthly  periodical;  "The  Teller,"  also  a 
monthly,  in  addition  to  a  quarterly  directory 
periodical  devoted  to  the  electric  central 
station  interests.  The  publications  named 
are  acknowledged  standards  and  are  lead- 

ers in  their  respective  fields.  The  publica- 
tions of  which  Mr.  Powers  is  the  head  have 

grown  steadily  with  his  efforts,  and  have 
attained  a  great  circulation  and  influence. 
He  has  made  a  particular  point  to  employ 
the  reliable  and  expert  writers  in  their  var- 

ious capacities,  and  results  have  shown  the 
wisdom  of  this  plan.  With  accumulating 
knowledge  and  experience,  Mr.  Powers  has 
gone  on  from  one  success  to  a  greater  one. 

Mr.  Powers  married  Daisy  Achsa  Nichols 
at  Rochester  in  1898.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Psi  Fraternity  and  a  member  of 
the  Automobile  Club  of  America.  The  ad- 

dress of  the  E.  L.  Powers  Company  is  150 
Nassau  Street,  New  York. 

DANIEL  WHITFORD. 

Daniel  Whitford,  who  has  had  a  very  long 
and  conspicuously  successful  law  practice 
in  Buffalo,  Chicago  and  New  York,  was  born 
in  Fredonia  November  22,  1840.  He  was 
educated  at  the  Fredonia  Academy,  1853  to 
1856,  and  in  the  last  named  year  lie  began 
the  study  of  law,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
with  Thomas  C.  Welch,  Esq.,  of  Buffalo.  A 
year  later  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon. 
George  Barker,  at  Fredonia,  who  later  was 
elected  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He 
remained  with  Mr.  Barker  until  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  June, 1862. 

In  1862  he  began  the  practice  of  law  with 
the  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour  of  Buffalo,  where 
he  continued  until  1864,  when  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  remained  there  until  1866.  He 
practiced  law  at  Fredonia  from  1867  until 
1872,  in  which  year  he  went  to  New  York. 
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In  July  of  the  following  year  he  became 
connected  with  the  office  of  Alexander 
Green,  120  Broadway,  with  whom  he  has 
remained  in  the  law  practice  since. 

Mr.  Whitford  is  known  as  an  able  coun- 
selor, and  his  services  have  been  employed 

by  some  of  the  leading  corporate  interests 
of  the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episco- 

pal Church. 

FRANK  C.  PHELPS. 

Frank  Calvin  Phelps,  one  of  Chautauqua 

County's  sons  who  has  for  some  years  uued 
usefui  and  important  stations  in  the  larger 
cities  of  the  state,  after  a  valuable  training 

IBANK  C.  PHELPS 

in  newspaper  work  at  home,  was  born  in 
Mayville  June  2G,  1S50.  r±e  is  the  third  son 
of  John  F.  and  Julia  A.  Phelps,  who  were 
married  at  Mayville  in  August,  1843.  Mr. 
Phelps  received  his  education  in  the  com- 

mon schools  and  Mayville  Academy,  later 
attending  Business  College  in  Albany.  In 
18G8,  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  publication  of  uie  Mayville  Sentinel, 
and  remained  until  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1878.  From  June,  1878,  to  1889,  he  was  with 
the  Nebraska  State  Journal  Company  at  Lin- 

coln, Nebraska;  from  18S9  to  1899  he  was 

in  Buffalo,  and  for  seven  years  of  that  time 
he  was  a  mem  per  of  the  staff  of  the  Buffalo 

Express.  In  May,  1899,  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  the  Brooklyn  Daily  Times, 

which  position  he  still  retains. 
Mr.  Phelps  has  been  much  attached  to 

his  professional  labors  and  though  of  the 
most  genial  nature,  a  lover  of  society  and 
interested  in  the  best  fraternal  organiza- 

tions, he  nas  never  sought  political  prefer- 
ment. He  is  a  Mason  of  the  tnirty-second 

degree,  being  a  member  of  ine  ricottisn  Rite 
bodies  of  the  Valley  of  Brooklyn — Aurora 
Grata  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Aurora  Grata 
Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  Aurora 
Grata  Chapter  Rose  Croix  and  Aurora  Grata 
Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.  He  is  a  member 
of  Hyatt  Lodge,  No.  205,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  one  of  the  executive  com- 

mittee of  the  Chautauqua  County  Society  in 
New  York,  wnich  has  quite  a  large  mem- 

bership. Mr.  Phelps  is  a  communicant  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  unmarried.  As 
a  newspaper  man  he  is  widely  known  for  his 
proficiency  and  abilities,  and  his  present  po- 

sition on  a  metropolitan  daily  came  as  a 
fitting  and  most  natural  recognition  of  his 
diligence  and  his  thorough  qualifications  for 
the  literary  profession  he  follows. 

CAPT.   HENRY  SMITH. 

Captain  Henry  Smith  of  New  York  City 
was  "born  to  the  Green  Bog,"  as  he  is  an 
attorney-at-law,  as  were  his  father  and 

grandfather  before  him.  Captain  Smith's 
native  place  is  Albany,  New,  York,  where 
at  No.  7  High  Street  his  birth  occurred 
April  1,  18C3.  He  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Henry 
Smith,  deceased,  who  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  practicing 
attorneys  of  New  York  State.  His  grand- 

father was  Thomas  Smith,  who,  as  already 
stated,  was  a  lawyer. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 

in  the  Boy's  Academy  in  Albany  and  in  the 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy  at  Exeter,  New 
Hampshire,  from  which  latter  institution  he 

was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '82.  He  stud- 
ied law  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 

Bar  at  the  May  term  of  Supreme  Court  in 
Albany  in  1885. 

In  the  autumn  of  1885  Mr.  Smith  moved 
to  Jamestown,  New  York,  where  he  engaged 
extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  axes  and 
edged  tools.  During  his  residence  in  that 
city  he  held  a  foremost  place  among  the 
young  men  of  the  community,  and  could 
have  had  political  honors  had  ne  desired 
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treme  southwestern  corner  of  the  Town  of 
Charlotte.  He  received  the  usual  country 
common  school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Emory 
P.  Warren  at  Sinclairville,  where  he  learned 
the  rudiments  of  telegraphy.  In  March, 
1851,  he  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a 
telegraph  office  at  New  Castle,  Pennsylva- 

nia, and  followed  the  business  of  telegraphy 
the  rest  of  his  career.  In  the  course  of  busi- 

ness he  was  located  at  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland,  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  St.  Louis, 
Cincinnati  again,  and  again  at  Cleveland 
where  he  now  resides.  In  18G2  he  was  ap- 

pointed Superintendent  of  a  district  of  the 

them,  but  while  interested  and  active  in  all 
that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
town,  he  steadfastly  refused  to  be  a  can- 

didate for  office. 
His  memory  at  Jamestown  will  always 

be  appreciated  for  his  success  in  reorganiz- 
ing and  bringing  to  a  state  of  high  effi- 

ciency tne  local  military  company,  to  which 
was  given  the  civic  name  of  Fenton  Guards 
(after  Governor  Reuben  E.  Fenton  whose 
home  was  at  Jamestown),  the  military  title 
being  the  Thirteenth  Separate  Company, 
national  Guard  New  York.  He  was  com- 

missioned Captain  of  this  organization  May 
31,  1887,  and  continued  in  command  until 
he  removed  from  the  city.  It  was  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  an  appropriation  was 
obtained  from  the  state  for  the  handsome 
armory  at  Jamestown,  and  he  turned  the 
first  sod  for  the  foundation  of  the  building. 
Leaving  Jamestown  for  New  York  City, 

he  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession  and  gained  almost  instant  recog- 

nition as  a  thorough  lawyer  and  wise  counse- 
lor and  his  progress  was  rapid.  In  addition 

to  his  general  practice  he  is  counsel  for  tne 
great  dry  goods  house  of  Lord  &  Taylor, 
r^e  occupies  handsome  offices  in  the  Vander- 
bilt  building  at  132  Nassau  Street. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  1885,  Captain 

Smith  married  Miss  Minnie  E.,  second 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Jeffords 
of  Jamestown,  and  they  reside  at  S38  West 
End  Avenue  in  New  York. 

GEORGE  T.  WILLIAMS. 

George  Tyler  Williams,  son  of  James  and 
Esther  Tracy  Williams,  wa.s  born  at  Ithaca, 
New  York,  July  28,  1833.  His  father  was  of 
Quaker  parentage,  his  ancestors  having  emi- 

grated to  this  country  about  the  time  of 

William  Penn's  settlement  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  settled  first  in  New  Jersey,  thence  to 
Rhode  Island,  where  James  Williams  was 
born  (at  Newport)  in  1792.  His  mother  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1796  of  old  Puritan 
stock,  being  a  descendant  in  the  elder 
branch  from  Capt.  Thomas  Tracy,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1630  and 
settled  near  Boston,  thence  emigrating  to 
Connecticut.  She  was  a  sister  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  John  Tracy  of  Oxford,  New  York, 
and  of  Bela  Tracy,  Ulysses  Tracy  and  Emily 
(Tracy)  Hedges,  all  at  one  time  residents 
of  Charlotte.  George  Tyler  Williams  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  Septem- 

ber, 1834,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  ex- 

GEORGE  T.  WILLIAMS 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  with 
office  at  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Cincinnati  in 
1866  in  a  similar  position. 

In  1881  he  resigned  his  position  and  was 
employed  in  the  construction  of  a  telegraph 
line  upon  the  New  York,  Chicago  and  St. 
Louis  Railroad  between  Buffalo  and  Chi- 

cago, and  became  Superintendent  of  the  line 
after  completion.  In  1892  he  resigned  this 
position  and  retired  from  business.  In  1865, 
he  married  Sarah  A.  Clark,  a  native  of  Illi- 

nois, who  still  survives.  They  reared  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all 
residents  of  Cleveland,  the  sons  and  the 
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husband  of  their  eldest  daughter  being  ac- 
tively engaged  in  business.  There  are  also 

nine  grandchildren.  Mr.  Williams  has  two 
brothers  still  living,  Maj.  Henry  H.,  a  vet- 

eran of  the  Civil  War  at  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Edwin  of  Jamestown.  In  politics 

he  was  a  Whig  by  heredity,  and  is  a  Re- 
publican by  adoption. 

JOHN  P.  CADDAGAN. 

John  P.  Caddagan,  manager  of  the  Hoff- 
man House,  New  York,  who  is  one  of  the 

best  known  and  most  popular  hotel  men  in 
the  United  States,  lived  in  Chautauqua 
County,  began  his  education  here  and  also 

JOHN  P.  CADDAGAN 

his  hotel  experience.  He  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  January  15, 
1848.  His  parents  settled  in  Dunkirk  in 
1850,  the  year  before  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  to  Dunkirk,  which  quickly 
brought  to  the  town  a  large  number  of 
strangers,  including  many  Irish  people,  and 
gave  the  place  a  great  impetus  in  its  for- 

ward destiny.  The  lad's  services  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Lake  Shore  Hotel,  Dunkirk, 

in  1858,  where,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  he 
observed  the  details  of  a  prosperous  busi- 

ness and  chatted,  as  he  had  opportunity, 

with  many  persons  whose  business  brought 
them  temporarily  to  the  place,  and  who 
spoke  kindly  lo  the  brighl  and  hustling  boy 
whose  name  was  in  after  years  to  become 
known  beyond  one  continent.  John  P.  Cad- 

dagan here  formed  a  liking  for  hotel  life. 
His  education  was  begun  in  Dunkirk  under 
Principal  James  Cassity  ami  completed  at 
Cooper  Union,  New  York,  he  having  taken 
up  his  abode  in  that  city  in  1863,  when  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age 

Mr.  Caddagan  never  married.  He  has 
been  at  the  Hoffman  House  many  years. 
It  is  here  that  the  meetings  and  banquets 
of  the  Chautauqua  Society  of  New  York 
City  are  held,  and  where  the  first  meeting 
of  the  society  was  held  in  1892,  when  about 
one  hundred  persons  Were  present,  and 
addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  Caddagan,  Jus- 

tice E.  W.  Hatch,  Rufus  B.  Cowing,  Hon. 
John  T.  McDonough,  Hon.  Julien  T.  Wil- 

liams, Rev.  Henry  Frank,  Martin  Littleton, 
D.  F.  Toomey  and  Don  R.  Almy.  It  is  safe 
therefore,  to  say  that  practically  all  the 
former  Chautauquans  resident  in  New  York 
know  Mr.  Caddagan,  and  further,  that  the 
acquaintance  of  Chautauquans  with  him 
has  grown  year  by  year,  to  t..e  present  time. 

FRANK   W.  PALMER. 

Frank  W.  Palmer  was  born  in  ..anches- 
ter,  Dearborn  County,  Indiana.  With  his 
father,  Z.  M.  Palmer,  and  family,  he  came 
to  Jamestown  in  1828,  and  for  thirty  years, 
as  boy  and  man,  he  was  a  factor  in  the  so- 

cial, political  and  business  life  of  Western 
New  York.  His  education  was  commenced 
in  the  district  sc.iool  of  Jamestown  and 
continued  in  the  office  of  the  Jamestown 
Journal,  which  office  he  entered  as  a  prin- 

ter's apprentice  in  184'!.  Upon  learning  the 
printing  trade,  in  1848,  in  association  with 
Frank  P.  Bailey,  he  commenced  business  as 
joint  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Jamestown 
Journal.  He  afterward  associated  himself 
with  Charles  D.  Sackett  and  E.  P.  Upham, 
and  for  ten  years  was  a  controlling  spirit  in 
newspaper  life  in  New  York  State.  In  i852 
and  1853,  while  managing  his  newspaper  and 
printing  enterprise,  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  as  a  Whig  representative  in  the  New 
York  Assembly  from  Chautauqua  County. 
In  1858  he  removed  to  Dubuque.  Iowa,  and 
in  association  with  E.  P.  Upham  purchased 
the  Dubuque  Times,  and  remained  with  that 
journal  as  editor  and  joint  publisher  until 
1861.    He  then  assumed  the  duties  of  State 
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Printer  and  removed  to  Des  Moines,  at  tae 
same  time  purchasing  the  Iowa  State  Regis- 

ter. He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  State 
Printer  by  the  Republican  Legislature  of 
Iowa  in  1860,  1862,  1864  and  1866,  and  con- 

tinued in  control  of  the  Iowa  State  Register 
■until  1873.  In  the  years  1868  and  1870  he 
was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Fifth 

District  of  Iowa,  as  a  Republican,  serving- 
four  years.  In  March,  1873,  he  removed  to 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  has  since  continued 
his  legal  residence  in  that  city.  He  then 
purchased  a  one-third  interest  in  the  Chi- 

cago Inter-Ocean  and  became  editor-in-chief 
of  that  journal,  serving  until  1876.  He 
served  eight  and  one-quarter  years  as  Post- 

master of  Chicago,  having  been  appointed 
by  Presidents  Grant,  Hayes  and  Arthur. 
He  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Public 
Printer  by  President  Harrison,  and  was  re- 

appointed to  the  same  office  by  President 
McKinley,  and  still  has  charge  of  the  gov- 

ernment printing  office,  with  his  official  resi- 
dence at  Washington.  He  was  married  to 

Mrs.  Joie  B.  Goodwin,  in  Hamilton,  Madison 
County,  New  York,  in  1862.  Two  children, 
Robert  F.  and  Jennie,  are  living. 

WILLIAM   C.  KRAEMER. 

William  C.  Kraemer  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
belongs  to  a  family  having  u  history  in  Ctiau- 

WELLUM  C.  KRAEMER 

tauqua  County.  He  was  born  in  Fredonia 
March  18,  18G8. 

George  H.  Kraemer,  of  Brie,  was  born  at 
Forestville,  August  24,  1870. 

Carrie  E.  Kraemer,  of  Erie,  was  born  at 
Forestville  July  11,  1872. 

Walter  J.  Kraemer,  of  Erie,  was  born  at 
Forestville,  October  4,  1874. 

William  Kraemer,  Sr.,  moved  to  rorest- 
ville  from  Fredonia  in  the  spring  of  1868, 
and  started  in  partnership  with  Russell 
Jones,   under  the  firm  name   of  Jones  & 

GEORUE  KRAEMER 

Kraemer,  wagon  and  carriage  bunaers, 
which  business  was  carried  on  until  the 
deatn  of  William  Kraemer,  Sr.,  April  10, 
1875.  The  family  resided  in  Forestville  and 
the  children  attended  the  Forestville  Free 
Academy. 

In  the  fall  of  1881  William  Kraemer,  Jr., 
left  Forestville  for  Girard,  Pa.,  where  he 
learned  the  printing  uusiness  in  the  office 
of  the  Grand  Cosmopolite,  a  weekly  paper 
published  there,  where  he  remained  until 
July,  1889,  when  he  took  a  position  with 
the  Erie  Morning  Dispatch,  and  also  be- 

came a  stockholder  in  Lie  concern,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  i^-spatch  Printing  and  Engraving 
Company,  one  of  the  largest  job  printing 
houses  in  the  City  of  Erie.  Mr.  Kraemer  is 
a  member  of  Perry  ̂ odge,  No.  392,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Lake  Shore  Lodge,  No. 
718,  Independent  Oraer  of  Odd  Fellows; 
Erie  City  Tent,  No.  185,  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees;  Keystone  Council,  No.  j-k>6, 

Royal  Arcanum,  and  Heneosiv  Adelphon  En- 
campment, No.  42,  Independent  Order  of 

Odd  Fellows,  all  of  which  are  in  Erie,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

In  May,  1902,  William  C.  Kraemer  became 
a  candidate  for  the  Republican  nomination 
for  Register  and  Recorder  of  Erie  County, 
and  was  counted  out  in  the  convention.  He 
afterward  became  an  independent  candidate 
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and  was  endorsed  by  the  Democrats  and 
elected  Register  and  Recorder  for  three 
years,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  the  family  moved 
to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  George  Krae- 
mer  became  a  member  of  the  Erie  Fire  De- 

partment, and  at  the  present  time  is  Captain 
of  No.  0  Engine  Company. 

Miss  Carrie  ivraemer  accepted  a  position 
as  assistant  bookkeeper  in  The  Dispatch 
office,  and  at  the  present  time  is  head  book- 

keeper there. 
Walter  J.  Kraemer  became  employed  in 

the  office  of  The  Dispatch  and  learned  the 
printing  business,  wnich  he  has  followed 
since,  and  now  lie  is  one  of  the  operators 
of  the  Mergenthaler  typesetting  machines. 

Miss  Carrie  Kraemer  took  a  course  in  a 
business  college  in  Erie.  It  is  pleasing  to 
know  of  the  we.,  earned  success  of  these 
native  Chautauquans. 

CYRUS  D.  ANGELL. 

Cyrus  D.  Angell  of  Forestville,  for  years 
one  of  the  best  known  oil  operators  and 
producers  in  this  part  of  the  country,  has 
lived  all  of  his  long  life  in  the  Town  of 
Hanover.  He  was  born  April  24,  182G,  at 
Hanover  Center,  known  in  all  the  early  his- 

tory of  the  town  as  "Angell  Settlement." 
His  father,  Ethan  Angell,  born  in  Pownal, 
Vermont,  June  1,  1798,  passed  his  childhood 
in  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  and 
in  181C  joined  his  elder  brother,  Nedabiah, 
as  a  pioneer  in  Hanover.  He  married  Mar- 

garet Dawley  in  1819  and  in  1822  removed 
to  Angell  Settlement,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death  in  1870.  Nedabiah  Angell,  who 
settled  in  Hanover  (then  Pomfret)  in  1808, 
resided  there  until  18o3,  when  he  removed 
to  Michigan. 

The  Angells  were  a  pioneer  family  in  the 
settlement  of  this  country,  as  the  ancestry 
is  traced  to  one  of  that  name  who  accom- 

panied Roger  Williams  to  America.  Thomas 
Angell  was  one  of  five  of  the  devoted  fol- 

lowers of  the  intrepid  leader  who  left  Salem 
in  the  dead  of  winter  in  1 G3G  to  seek  among 
the  Indians  of  Narragansett  the  Christian 
freedom  denied  him  in  Massachusetts.  The 

little  party,  it  is  recorded  was  "sorely  tossed 
for  fourteen  weeks,  not  knowing  what  bed 

or  bread  did  mean."  Thomas  Angell  came 
from  England  with  Williams  in  1031,  being 
then  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  was  one 

of  the  original  founders  of  the  "Providence 
Plantation,"  having  received  an  allot nienl 
of  land  on  attaining  his  majority,  which  he 

held  and  occupied  until  his  death.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  colonists  one  of  the  six 
commissioners  to  frame  a  code  of  laws  for 
their  government.  The  family  genealogy  is 
traced  in  the  following  line:  Thomas  Angell 
died  in  1094;  John  Angell,  in  1720;  Daniel 
Angell,  in  1750;  Nedabiah  Angell,  in  1786; 
Esek  Angell,  in  1830;  Kthan  Angell,  born 
in  L798,  died  in  1870;  Cyrus  D.  Angell,  born 
in  182G,  formerly  a  resident  of  Forestville. 
Many  of  the  family  tree  distinguished  them- 

selves in  the  old  French  and  the  Revolution- 
ary Wars.  Joseph  Angell,  a  descendant  of 

Thomas,  was  a  celebrated  author  of  law 
books  in  England. 
Cyrus  D.  Angell,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch,  attended  select  schools  in  Hanover 
till  1842,  when  he  entered  Fredonia  Acad- 

emy. He  remained  there  nearly  two  years, 
after  which  he  attended  the  Genesee  Wes- 
leyan  Seminary,  in  Livingston  County,  for 
two  terms.  He  followed  farming  till  185G. 
From  that  year  he  was  manager  of  the 

Farmers'  Exchange  store  in  Forestville 
for  four  years,  and  in  18G0  he  bought 
the  stock  and  conducted  the  business  until 
18GG,  since  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  oil 
operations  until  his  death  June  18,  1905.  He 
was  Postmaster  in  Forestville  from  18G1  to 
18G9,  when  he  resigned;  was  Superintendent 
of  Schools  from  1852  to  185G,  when  he  re- 

signed that  office.  He  was  Supervisor  of 
Hanover  in  1803  and  18C4  and  Census  Com- 

missioner of  New  York  State  in  1855.  His 
removal  from  Hanover  Center  to  Forestville 

was  in  185G.  He  always  voted  in  Han- 
over, though  absent  in  the  oil  country  much 

of  the  time. 

The  oil  developments  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania were  brought  about  by  men  of  en- 

terprising spirits  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  Angell  first  prospected  for  oil  suc- 

cessfully in  the  river  portion  of  Venango 
County  in  18G7,  and  later  was  successful  in 
ventures  at  Belle  Isle,  in  the  Allegheny 
River,  thirty-two  miles  from  Oil  City.  He 
applied  himself  to  a  scientific  study  which 

enabled  him  to  trace;  on  the  earth's  sur- 
face, the  subterranean  bodies  of  oil.  This 

was  done,  not  by  any  divining  rod,  but  after 
a  careful  study  of  strikes  with  all  their  at- 

tendant phenomenon,  which  enabled  the 
eager  student  to  formulate  a  theory  which 
proved  of  great  value.  Fortified  with  this 
theory  Mr.  Angell  and  others  who  were  be- 

lievers in  him  started  out  into  unknown 
fields,  and  as  a  result  the  meat  oil  fields 
of  Venango,  Butler,  Armstrong  and  other 
counties  were  opened.    In  his  truly  remark- 
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able  oil  operations  very  many  men  from 
Chautauqua  County  and  elsewhere  have  been 
associated  with  Mr.  Angell,  bul  he  was  at 
all  times  at  the  head  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business.  One  of  his  notable  movements  in 
the  upper  oil  field  was  the  organization  of 
the  Angell  Oil  Company  at  Knapps  Creek 
in  1880. 

Mr.  Angell  married  Lucina  A.  Shepard, 
daughter  of  Rev.  G.  Shepard,  at  Belleville, 
Canada,  August  9,  1848.  She  died  Septem- 

ber 15,  1877.  Of  their  three  children,  Elgin 
A.  Angell  was  lost  at  sea,  July  4,  1898;  Isa- 

bel Angell,  born  July  14,  1851,  died  July  17, 
1887;  George  Angell,  born  July  30,  18CG,  is 
living.  Mr.  Angell  was  a  Mason,  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  the  United 
Workmen.  He  was  fraternized  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  was  a  member,  but  his  children  were 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  S.  DUNBAR. 

Born  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  March  G,  1844. 
Located  at  Sherman,  New  York,  in  1856. 
Engaged  in  mercantile  business  from  18GG 
to  1878.    Was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

J.  S.  DUNIiAH 

Mary  E.  Lewis  of  Harmony,  New  York,  No- 
vember 4,  1SGS.  Three  children,  Grace, 

Alice  and  Ruth,  were  born  to  them,  the  old- 
est dying  in  infancy.  Ruth  married  P.  C. 

Pond,  merchant  and  contractor,  and  resides 

at  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  New  York. 
He  removed  to  Ltica,  New  York,  in  1882, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  medical 

publications. 

WASHINGTON  WINSOR. 

Washington  Winsor,  whom  old  Chautau- 
qua can  claim  as  one  of  her  sons,  has  had 

a  long  and  successful  career  in  business  in 
New  York  City.  He  was  born  in  Stockton 
December  25,  183G.  His  father  was  Chaun- 
cey  Winsor,  of  that  town,  and  his  grand- 

father, Washington  Winsor,  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  came  from  Otsego  Coun- 

ty, New  York,  and  settled  near  Delanti  in 
1827.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister  and 
preached  at  Stockton  and  at  Carroll,  and 
afterward  at  Cassadaga,  where  he  died  in 
18  In.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  edu- 

cated in  the  rural  schools  and  Andes  Acad- 
emy, Delaware  County,  New  York.  He  went 

to  New  York  in  1859  and  immediately  en- 
gaged in  business  and  has  continued  in  ac- 

tive mercantile  life  since  with  few  changes, 

having  nad  but  three  partnerships  in  forty- 
five  years. 

Mr.  Winsor's  business  is  that  of  a  produce 
commission  merchant,  and  his  address  is 
241  West  One  Hundred  Twenty-seventh 
Street,  New  York.  His  prominence  in  the 
mercantile  life  of  the  great  city,  as  well 
as  something  relative  to  the  extent  of  his 
own  business  interests  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  President  of  the  New 

York  Mercantile  Exchange  four  times,  'i  ne 
numerous  former  residents  of  Chautauqua 
in  New  York  bear  testimony  to  his  worth 
and  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  the  first  President  and 

also  is  the  present  President  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua Society  of  New  York  City,  a  social 

organization  of  which  Mr.  Winsor  was  one 
of  the  organizers,  in  1892.  (See  Volume  I 
of  this  history).  At  the  f rst  meeting  and 
banquet  of  the  society  at  the  Hoffman 
House,  nearly  one  hundred  guests  assemoled 
and  something  like  a  dozen  addresses  were 
made  by  former  Chautauquans  who  retail) 
their  love  for  their  native  county.  The  or- 

ganization has  grown  much  since,  and  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Mi'.  Winsor  married  Jane  Eliza  Klagg  at 
Stockton  December  25.  1SGG.  They  have 
three  children.  Ada  Pauline  Winsor.  Lucy 
Eliza  Winsor  and  Cuarlotte  Klagg  Winsor. 
Mr.  Winsor  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 
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FRANK  C.  VINTON. 

Frank  Carr  Vinton,  son  of  Silas  Vinton, 
was  born  in  Cherry  Creek,  September  24, 
1853.  On  October  24,  1874,  he  removed  to 
Gowanda  where  he  went  into  the  milling 
business,  afterwards  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 

cery business,  which  he  continued  until 
1894,  when  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 

Comptroller's  office  at  Albany,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  occupies.  During  the  years  of 

1885  to  1891  inclusive,  he  was  Supervisor  of 
the  Town  of  Persia;  was  President  and  Trus- 

tee of  the  Village  of  Gowanda  for  a  number 
of  years,  also  Trustee  of  the  Gowanda  Union 
School  for  several  years.  Mr.  Vinton  mar- 

ried Jennie  B.  Wheeler  of  Cherry  Creek, 
April  25,  1877.  Their  children  are:  Inez 
Wheeler  and  Louisa  Adelia  Vinton. 

prominent  in  that  town.  His  parents,  Wil- 
liam S.  and  Ella  (Brooks)  Sly,  are  highly 

respected  residenl  s  of  i  he  Town  ol  I  [anover. 
Bar.  Sly  completed  his  education  at  the  Fre- 
donia  Normal  School,  after  which  he  accept- 

ed a  position  in  the  Lnited  Stales  pension 
office  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
remaining  there  trom  Angus!,  1SS9,  to  July, 
189:1,  when  he  returned  and  became  adver- 

tising manager  for  the  Grape  Belt,  which 
position  he  held  until  February,  1897,  when 
In  resigned  to  accept  the  more  lucrative 
position  of  advertising  manager  for  Power, 
a  well  established  and  successful  trade 
journal  published  in  New  York  City,  which 
position  he  now  successfully  occupies.  He 
is  one  of  the  really  successful  young  men 
who  has  gone  out  from  Chautauqua  County. 

GEORGE   E.  SLY. 

George  Eugene  Sly  was  born  at  Forest 
ville,  New  York,  March  17,  1871,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  early  and  promi- 

GKORGE  E.  SL1* 

nent  families  of  Chautauqua  County.  His 
great  grandparents,  Solomon  and  Mercy 
(Otis)  Hinckley,  settled  in  the  Town  of 
Pomfret  in  1816;  his  grandparents  were 
Lafayette  R.  and  Isabella  (Otis)  Smith,  also 

JOHN   R.  MOYNIHAN. 

John  R.  Moynihan,  whose  present  home 
is  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  fills  with 
credit  the  important  office  of  Deputy  Com- 

missioner of  Elections,  was  born  in  James- 
town on  the  10th  day  of  October,  18G7, 

where  he  resided  until  the  first  of  October, 
1S94,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Moynihan  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 

lic schools  of  Jamestown,  graduating  from 
the  Jamestown  High  School,  and  began 
looking  out  for  himself  very  early  in  life. 
He  commenced  as  a  newsboy,  learned  the 
trade  of  a  woodcarver  in  one  of  the  many 
furniture  factories  in  his  native  city,  and  in 
1S89  he  was  appointed  a  mail  carrier  in 
Jamestown,  which  position  he  held  until 
1891.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  and  served 

as  Postmaster  of  the  New  York  State  "build- 
ing at  the  Worlds  Columbian  Exposition  at 

Chicago  and  in  the  following  year  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Buffalo.  Soon  afterward 
he  became  the  manager  of  the  Merchants 

and  Manufacturers'  Warehousing  Company 
for  New  York  State,  remaining  with  that 
company  until  1899,  when  he  accepted  the 
position  of  manager  for  the  States  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan  for  the  Security  Warehousing 
Company,  which  he  holds  at  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Moynihan  belongs  to  the  type  of 
men  who  succeed  in  life  because  they  per- 

sistently follow  out  what  they  undertake1, 
and  whatever  interests  him  commands  his 
best  energies,  whether  in  the  field  of  polities 
or  business.  He  has  been  obliged  to  work 
OUl  his  own  career,  and  he  has  made  a  suc- 

cess of  life.  In  politics  Mr.  Moynihan  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  has  been   active  in  its 
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affairs,  having  been  Secretary  of  the  Demo- 
cratic County  Committee  of  Erie  County  in 

189G  and  1897,  and  representing  his  party 
in  many  of  the  state  and  local  conventions. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
or  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevolent  Associa- 

tion, and  of  the  Ben  Hur. 
Mr.  Moynihan  and  Jane  Francis  McAnally 

of  Buffalo  were  married  in  that  city  on  the 
28th  day  of  June,  1893,  one  son,  Robert  Nel- 

son Moynihan,  being  born  to  the  union. 

JUDGE  A.  M.  THAYER. 

Judge  Amos  M.  Thayer  was  born  in  Mina, 
Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  in  1842,  and 
died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  April  24,  1905. 
Judge  Thayer  was  a  graduate  of  Hamilton 
College,  and  was  appointed  a  United  States 
Judge  by  President  Cleveland,  in  which  po- 

sition he  won  a  national  reputation. 

ISA^C  E.  DEAN. 

Isaac  E.  Dean,  or  "Farmer"  Dean  as  he  is 
known  throughout  Chautauqua  County,  and 
for  that  matter  many  sections  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  comes  of  good  old  American 
stock,  and  possesses  the  good  old  American 
characteristics  of  pluck,  perseverence  and 
courage  to  espouse  any  cause  he  believes 
to  be  right  whether  popular  or  unpopular. 
In  religion  he  is  a  progressionist,  believing 
that  we  will  be  punished  for  every  crime 
committed,  and  rewarded  for  every  good 
deed  performed,  and  that  we  will  commence 
the  great  hereafter  as  we  leave  off  here. 

To  quote  his  own  words  "Vox  Populie  Vox 
Dei  is  my  motto  and  the  Golden  Rule  my 

platform." And  this  sentence  describes  the  man  more 

adequately  than  any  other.  "Farmer"  Dear, 
is  a  believer  in  the  golden  rule.  Through 
a  long  and  busy  life  it  has  been  his  motto 
to  do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others 
do  unto  you,  and  politically,  perhaps,  he  has 
encountered  strenuous  opposition,  personally 
he  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
Farmer  Dean  was  born  in  Blockville, 

Chautauqua  County,  one  of  twin  children  of 
Leander  and  Sally  Dean.  He  was  educated 
in  the  Blockville  and  Ashville  district 
schools  and  went  to  work  at  the  age  of  six- 

teen years.  Commencing  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness in  18(14  in  the  employ  of  A.  C.  Car- 

penter. He  was  with  W.  H.  Morris  from 
1872  to  1874  and  with  Shirley  &  Tack  Broth- 

ers from  187G  to  1879,  and  with  the  last 

named  gentlemen  organized  the  McCalmont 
Oil  Company,  in  1877. 

In  188:3  in  company  with  Miner  &  Wellman 
of  Friendship  he  organized  the  Ontario  Im- 

provement and  Gas  Company,  and  was  Pres- 
ident and  General  Manager  of  that  corpora- 

tion for  thirteen  years.  He  has  also  been  as- 
sociated with  other  prominent  oil  men  in  the 

fight  for  independence  in  the  oil  business 
since  1892,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  resi- 

dent of  Houston,  Texas,  and  General  Man- 
ager of  the  Legal  Tender  Oil  and  Gas  Com- 
pany of  that  state. 

This  in  brief  is  an  outline  of  the  business 
career  of  Mr.  Dean.  His  public  life  which 
covers  a  period  of  several  years  is  also 
worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice.  His 
first  nomination  for  public  office  was  by  the 
Greenback  Party  of  Venango  County,  Penn- 

sylvania, many  years  ago,  the  exact  date 
of  which  is  not  given.  He  was  nominated 
much  against  his  will  and  protest  for  Mem- 

ber of  Assembly,  yet  when  the  votes  were 
counted  on  election  day  it  was  found  that 
he  had  polled  eleven  hundred  more  votes 
in  his  district  than  had  the  candidate  for 
Governor.  Mr.  Dean  thereafter  took  an  ac- 

tive part  in  politics.  He  represented  his 
Congressional  district  in  eleven  National 
Conventions  or  Conferences,  and  was  hon- 

ored by  the  election  as  Chairman  of  the 
state  delegation  at  eight  of  the  assemblies. 
He  was  a  Presidential  Elector  at  large  on  the 
Butler  ticket  in  1884,  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  for  two  years,  the  Bi-Metallic  League 
for  two  years,  the  Farmers  Alliance  and 
Industrial  Union  for  three  years,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  first  President  of 
the  Scientific  Socialist  Organization  of 
America.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 

many  political  campaigns,  being  an  elo- 
quent and  effective  stump  speaker,  and  he 

is  well  known  in  all  sections  of  the  country 
as  a  consistent  advocate  of  equal  rights  for 
all  and  special  privileges  for  none. 

Mr.  Dean  was  married  at  Shaws  Landing, 
Pennsylvania.  His  bride  was  Miss  Clara 
Josephine  Morris.  She  died  at  Oil  City. 
Pennsylvania,  October  7,  1900.  They  had 
one  child,  a  boy  who  died  at  Hie  age  of  two 
years  and  six  months.  Mr.  Dean  has.  how- 

ever, reared  and  educated  three  adopted 
dit  ughters. 

Mr.  Dean's  great  grandparents  were  Wil- 
liam Matteson  who  settled  in  Chautauqua 

County  in  1811,  and  Josiata  Carpenter  who 
settled  here  in  1807.  His  paternal  grand- 

father. Col.  William  Dean,  settled  here  in 
1X:!I    and    his   maternal   grandfather.  Isaac 
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Carpenter,  in  1811.  His  father's  family  con- 
sists of  himself  and  his  twin  brother,  W.  E. 

Dean;  W.  L.  Dean  of  Glasgow  City;  C.  W. 
Dean  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mrs. 
W.  N.  Cole  of  Blockville,  New  York. 

Mr.  Dean  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge. 

THE    ELLERY  FRIENDS. 

By  Chas.  Alvan  Hoag. 

The  Collins  (Brie  County,  New  York,) 
monthly  meeting  of  Friends,  held  the  4th 
of  Gth  M.,  1824,  accepted  a  removal  certifi- 

cate from  Queensbury,  (Glens  Falls,  War- 
ren County,  New  York),  in  behalf  of  Asahel 

Culver  and  wife  Abigail,  with  their  two  sons, 
Richard  B.  and  James.  Also  one  from  the 
same  place  and  of  the  same  date  in  behalf 
of  Benjamin  Gifford,  his  wife  Phoebe,  and 
son  Benjamin,  and  the  meeting  held  31st  of 
12th  M.,  1824,  accepted  a  certificate  of  re- 

moval also  from  Queensbury  and  of  the 
same  date  in  behalf  of  Benjamin  Brown,  his 
wife  Sarah  and  their  children,  Eliza,  Cor- 

nelia, Jedidah,  Reuben  C.  and  Desire.  Prior 
to  this,  these  and  several  other  Quaker  fam- 

ilies had  settled  in  Ellery  which  was  within 
the  compass  of  the  Collins  monthly  meeting. 
On  the  1st  of  9th  m.,  1S2G,  the  monthly 

meeting  acted  on  a  request  from  several 
friends  residing  in  the  town  of  Ellery,  Chau- 

tauqua County,  New  York,  for  the  privilege 
of  holding  a  meeting  for  worship  in  that 
place  and  Jonathan  Soule,  Nathaniel  Sisson, 
Hugh  McMiller  and  Eli  Lapham  in  conjunc- 

tion with  a  committee  of  women  friends 
wore  appointed  to  visit  them  and  report 
their  sense  at  the  next  meeting,  but  not  un- 

til the  second  meeting,  held  3rd  of  11th  M., 
1 820,  did  the  committee  report  that  they 
had  visited  the  Friends  of  Ellery  to  good 
satisfaction  and  Delieved  it  might  be  right 
to  allow  them  the  privilege  of  holding  a 
meeting  for  worship  at  the  house  of  Asahel 
Culver.  The  monthly  meeting  granted  the 
request,  the  meeting  for  worship  to  be  held 
on  first  day  of  the  week  for  six  months  and 
to  open  on  second  1st  day  of  that  month, 
under  care  of  the  following  friends:  Steph- 

en Lapham,  John  L.  Eddy,  Joshua  Palnier- 
ton,.  David  Pound,  Jonathan  Soule,  Stephen 
Sisson  and  Richard  Hallock.  At  the  end  of 
six  months  the  committee  reported  that  they 
had  visited  the  Ellery  meeting  to  satisfac- 

tion and  it  was  allowed  to  continue. 
After  the  meeting  was  well  established 

it  was  held  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Gifford 
until  about  1S45  and  from  that  time  on  at 

the  house  of  Levi  Hoag.    The  regular  meet- 

ing was  discontinued  in  1854  after  the  death 
of  Desire,  wife  of  Levi  Hoag,  and  was  held 
only  at  such  time  as  a  traveling  minister  vis- 

ited the  section. 
The  Collins  M.  M.  of  25-4  M.,  1833,  accept- 

ed the  certificate  of  Levi  Hoag,  his  wife 
Desire  and  their  two  minor  children,  Levi 
and  Mary  Ann  with  their  adopted  child, 
George  Hoag,  (from  Hartland  Monthly  Meet- 

ing, dated  2G-2  M.,  1833).  The  monthly 
meeting  of  28-2  M.,  1833,  accepted  a  certi- 

ficate of  Nehemiah  Hull,  his  wife  Bathsheba, 
and  four  minor  children,  viz.,  Sarah,  William, 
Mary  Ann  and  Mercy  Jane.  About  1840 
Nehemiah  with  several  of  his  children  re- 
l  urned  to  Erie  County.  The  Hamburg  M. 
M.  held  30-5  M.,  1838,  issued  a  certificate  for 
Moses  Hambelton  and  Matilda,  his  wife  with 
their  children,  Manly,  Nelson,  Phoebe,  Ann, 
Mary  S.,  Sarah  Jane,  James  M.  and  Henry. 

The  friends  of  Ellery  were  Orthodox  with 
the  exception  of  David  and  Justus  Brown 
and  their  families,  who  were  Hicksites. 

There  was  a  meeting  organized  and  held 
at  Clear  Creek,  perhaps  earlier  than  the 
Ellery  meeting,  but  also  belonging  to  the 
Collins  Monthly  Meeting.  The  Ellery 
Friends  often  attended  services  at  Clear 
Creek.  The  death  of  Asahel  Culver  occurred 
while  attending  Quarterly  meeting  at  Col- 

lins. Other  Ellery  Friends  present  at  this 
meeting  were:  Samuel  Healy  and  Jedidah Hoag. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  heads 
of  families  who  attended  the  Ellery  Meeting: 
Asahel  and  Abigail  (Brown)  Culver,  Benja- 

min and  Phoebe  (Brown)  Gifford,  Tilson  and 
Sarah  Aldrich,  Joseph  and  Phoebe  (Wins- 
low)  Sherman,  Nehemiah  and  Bathsheba 
(Hoag)  Hull,  Morrison  and  Phoebe  (Brow- 
nell)  Weaver,  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Coffin) 
Brown,  Thomas  and  Lydia  (Brownell)  Wing, 
Levi  and  Desire  (Gardner)  Hoag,  Samuel 
and  Sarah  (Glover)  Healy,  Moses  and  Ma- 

tilda (Sherman),  Hambleton. 
These  Friends  were  loyal  to  the  Quaker 

Peace  principles  and  refused  to  participate 
at  general  training  or  to  pay  fines  for  not 
appearing.  Levi  Hoag,  Jr..  had  a  heiffer 
taken  by  the  Sheriff  and  sold  to  Luther 
Mason  for  twelve  shillings  to  satisfy  such  a 
fine;  and  for  refusing  to  pay  a  fine  imposed 
for  a  like  reason,  Russell  Wing,  son  of 
Thomas  and  father  of  Judge  Merritt  Wing, 
of  Chicago,  was  imprisoned  in  Mayville  jail. 

Jedidah,  wife  of  Levi  Hoag,  Jr.,  was  bur- 

ied in  June,  1S77,  according  to  Friends' customs  and  this  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  last  Quaker  ceremony  held  in  the  Town 
of  Ellery. 
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DANA  J.  HUNT. 

Dana  J.  Hunt,  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of 
Carroll,  has  led  an  active  life,  of  usefulness 
in  the  communities  where  he  has  lived. 
He  was  born  a.  Pine  Grove,  Pennsylvania, 
March  8,  18G3.  His  father  was  Thomas  C. 
Hunt  and  his  mother  C.  R.  (Hale)  Hunt. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  Jamestown  High  School.  He  settled  in 
Carroll  nineteen  years  ago  and  has  lived 
in  Frewsburg  since  1889.  Before  coming 
here  he  farmed  and  conducted  a  general 
store  at  Ackley,  Pennsylvania.  He  had  a 
general  store  at  Fentonville  for  one  and  one- 

Mr.  Hunt  is  a  member  of  Frewsburg 
Lodge,  No.  789,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  married  May  J.  Wiltsie,  daugh- 

ter of  David  and  Jane  Wiltsie  of  Fenton- 
ville, January  13,  1884.  Their  son,  H.  Claude 

Hunt,  was  born  January  18,  1893. 

DANA.  J.  II D NT 

half  years,  and  afterwards  successively  con- 
ducted a  creamery,  served  as  salesman  and 

then  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  company  with  C.  E.  Dodge,  which 

partnership  lasted  for  five  years.  He  sold 
his  interest  and  now  conducts  a  general 
hardware  store. 

Mr.  Hunt  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  six  years.  He  was  elected 
to  his  present  office  of  Supervisor  in  No- 

vember, 1903.  In  such  positions  he  has  at 
all  times  served  the  public  with  faithfulness 
and  efficiency,  and  his  influential  station 
in  the  community  is  well  merited. 

HON.   SAMUEL    FREDERICK  NIXON. 

A  remarkable  career  in  the  history  of 
New  York  State  government  has  been  that 
of  Hon.  Samuel  Frederick  Nixon,  who  has 
represented  Chautauqua  County  in  the  State 
Assembly  fifteen  years,  the  last  twelve 
years  he  has  been  elected  continuously.  In 
these  twelve  years  he  has  been  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Railroads  two  years, 
member  of  the  Ways  and  Means  three  years, 
Chairman  and  Republican  leader  two  years, 
and  Speaker  the  last  seven  years,  the  long- 

est period  that  one  man  has  ever  occupied 
the  position  of  Speaker  in  the  history  of  the 
state;  he  is  now  serving  his  twentieth  year 
as  Supervisor  of  Westfield  and  his  thirteenth 
term  as  Chairman  of  the  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty Board  of  Supervisors;  such  a  record  is 
rarely  made  and  he  is  now  only  forty-four 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  Nixon  is  the  youngest  of  two  sons  of 
Samuel  Nixon  and  Mary  E.  Johnston  Nixon. 
The  elder  Nixon  was  the  youngest  son  of 
a  wealthy  family  of  County  Down,  Ireland. 
Under  the  law  of  primogeniture  the  oldest 
son  inherited  the  estate,  so  the  younger 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  when  he 
was  nineteen  years  old  and  settled  in  West- 
field  in  1845,  remaining  there  until  he  died, 
in  1876.  He  engaged  in  the  marble  business 
and  was  quite  successful.  The  business  is 
still  carried  on  by  Speaker  Nixon  and  his 
brother  Emmett. 
Samuel  Frederick  Nixon  was  born  in 

Westfield,  December  3,  18G0.  He  graduated 
from  the  Westfield  Academy  in  1877,  pre- 

pared for  Hamilton  College  where  he  took 
the  regular  four  years  course.  He  graduat- 

ed in  1881  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of , 

Arts,  and  spent  the  year  1882  with  the  Ver- 
mont Marble  Company  at  Sutherland  Falls, 

Vermont ;  he  then  returned  to  Westfield  and 
entered  upon  his  successful  business  career. 
Before  he  was  twenty-four  years  old  he  was 
elected  Trustee  of  the  village  and  two  years 
later  began  his  political  life  as  Supervisor 
of  the  town;  his  first  term  as  Member  of  the 
Assembly  was  in  1888,  each  year  he  has 
been  renominated  Supervisor,  Chairman  of 
the  Board,  Assemblyman  and  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  by  acclamation. 
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Mr.  Nixon  is  a  very  extensive  farmer  and 
grape  grower  and  this  occupation  has  kept 
him  intensely  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  tillers  of  the  soil;  his  powerful  influ- 

ence is  always  ready  for  any  bill  that  will 
promote  good  agriculture  or  benefit  those 
engaged  in  it.  Mr.  Nixon  was  married  early 
in  life  to  Miss  Myrtle  Redfield,  a  daughter 
of  Reverend  Redfield.  They  have  three 
children,  Samuel  Frederick,  Jr.,  George  Red- 
field  and  Dorothy  M.  Their  pleasant  home 
is  on  the  farm  formerly  occupied  by  his 
parents  in  Westfield;  his  mother  died  in 
1899. 

Speaker  Nixon's  constituents  are  proud  of 
his  very  prominent  position  in  the  affairs 
of  our  Empire  state;  he  is  a  natural  leader 
and  his  judgment  is  so  sound  that  his  coun- 

sel is  always  sought  for  by  those  who  con- 
trol the  state  government.  He  is  sincere, 

honest,  straightforward  in  all  his  methods 
and  long  before  President  Roosevelt  pro- 

pounded the  doctrine  he  was  noted  for  giv- 
ing "a  square  deal  for  all." 

As  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  he  has  had 
no  peer  in  the  despatch  of  business,  yet 
every  member  feels  that  he  has  his  rights 
and  that  he  always  can  rely  upon  the  Speak- 

er for  assistance  if  needed,  Democratic 
members  vie  with  the  Republicans  in  their 
expressions  of  admiration  and  affection  for 
Speaker  Nixon. 
The  prominent  position  Mr.  Nixon  has 

held  the  past  twelve  years  at  Albany  has 
enabled  him  to  be  of  exceptional  value  to 
his  county  and  also  to  the  whole  state,  all 
the  navigable  lakes  of  the  county  have  had 
large  appropriations  to  keep  their  channels 
open  and  the  new  Normal  School  building  at 
Fredonia,  replacing  the  one  destroyed  by 
fire,  is  entirely  due  to  his  efforts  and  in- 

fluence. The  appropriation  for  that  building 
of  two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  was 
the  largest  ever  made  for  any  school  in  the 
state. 

Schools  and  agriculture  have  been  spe- 
cial objects  of  Mr.  Nixon's  fostering  care 

ever  since  he  has  been  in  the  Legislature. 
To  him  is  chiefly  due  the  large  increase 
in  the  Free  School  fund;  the  apportionment 
for  teachers  in  sparsely  settled  districts; 
the  increase  in  the  library  money  allowed 
each  district;  the  law  allowing  any  district 
to  provide  free  textbooks;  and  most  im- 

portant of  all  the  law  giving  pupils  in  rural 
towns  where  there  is  no  high  school  the 
benefit  of  a  high  school  education  in  some 
other  town  at  state  expense.  This  law 
would  never  have  been  enacted  but  for  the 
special    and    powerful    effort    of  Speaker 

Nixon;  he  had  it  drafted  and  passed  the 
last  day  of  the  session  of  l!)o:i.  This  law  is 
of  great  benefit  in  three  ways:  First,  it 
affords  a  higher  education  to  a  larger  num- 

ber of  ambitious  young  people  who  otherwise 
would  never  receive  such  education;  second 
it  relieves  a  class  of  towns  that  can  hardly 
afford  to  support  a  high  school  from  the 
necessity  of  making  the  struggle;  third, 
the  tuition  money  paid  by  the  state  is  of 
material  assistance  to  towns  that  do  main- 

tain high  schools  where  the  school  tax  is 
very  heavy.  That  beneficial  law  ought  to 
be  called  the  Nixon  Free  Tuition  Law  for 
all  time  to  come. 

In  the  line  of  legislation  for  the  promo- 
tion of  agriculture  Mr.  Nixon  obtained  the 

first  appropriation  for  holding  Farmers'  In- 
stitutes for  the  College  of  Agriculture  at 

Cornell  University.  The  experiment  sta- 
tion at  Geneva  has  had  his  warm  support; 

also  the  liberal  appropriation  for  agricul- 
tural fairs.  The  State  Agricultural  College, 

whose  corner  stone  he  was  asked  to  lay 
June  21  of  this  year,  owes  its  large  appro- 

priation of  two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars chiefly  to  Speaker  Nixon.  The  extra- 

ordinary session  of  the  Legislature  prevent- 
ed him  from  enjoying  the  fruition  of  his 

efforts  in  seeing  the  beginning  of  the  Agri- 
cultural College  building  on  the  day  the 

cornerstone  was  laid. 

The  change  to  holding  town  metings  in 
the  fall  of  the  odd  years  or  the  same  time 
county  officers  are  elected  was  inaugurated 
by  Speaker  Nixon;  it  saves  the  people  large 
expense  and  much  time  and  labor;  the 
change  is  optional  with  each  county  and  the 
counties  are  gradually  adopting  it  so  that 
soon  the  time  for  all  in  the  state  will  be 
uniform. 

The  bad  bills  Speaker  Nixon  has  killed 
by  the  power  of  his  position  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Rules  would  be  diffi- 

cult to  enumerate.  Every  year  adds  to  his 

fame  in  this  respect  and  the  great  news- 
papers in  all  the  cities  unite  in  giving  him 

full  meed  of  praise  for  his  service. 
In  brief,  Chautauqua  County  is  proud 

of  Speaker  Nixon,  the  state  is  proud  of 
him  and  his  fame  will  yet  become  national, 
untiring  energy  and  industry,  marvelous 
perceptive  faculties  and  a  spirit  of  exact 
fairness  to  all,  unswerving  integrity  and 
exalted  patriotism  mark  Samuel  Frederick 
Nixon  as  a  rare  man  worthy  of  all  the  com- 

mendation that  is  constantly  expressed  for 
him  by  voice,  pen  and  press  all  over  the 
Empire  State. 
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JOHN   W.  WARE. 

John  W.  Ware  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  hav- 
ing been  born  at  Waukeegan  on  September 

30,  1866.  He  is  the  descendant  of  wholesome 
English  stock.  His  father  was  Joseph  Ware 
who  came  to  this  country  from  England 

about  1840.  His  mother's  name  was  Mary 
Elenora  Warner.  His  father  settled  in  New 
York  and  embarked  in  the  shoe  business. 

During  1860  Joseph  Ware  removed  to  Wau- 
keehan,  Illinois,  devoted  himself  successfully 
to  business,  soon  retired  and  died  in  that 
city  in  1874.    Mrs.  Ware  still  survives.- 
John  W.  Ware  came  to  Dunkirk  in  1888 

JOHN  W.  WARE 

and  at  once  engaged  successfully  in  the 
jewelry  business. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ware  and  Christina 
Wagner,  daughter  of  Jacob  Wagner  of  Dun 

kirk,  occurred  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents  on  May  20,  1891.  Myrtle  E.,  Bertha 
M.,  Luella  Pauline  and  LeRoy  Wesley  Ware 
are  the  children  of  this  happy  marriage. 

Despite  his  business  activities  Mr.  Ware 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  fraternal 
matters.  He  is  a  member  of  Irondequoit 
Lodge,  No.  301,  and  served  as  Master  during 
1899-1900;  he  was  High  Priest  of  Chapter 
No.   191   during   1900-1901   and   during  the 

same  years  he  was  Master  of  Dunkirk  Coun- 
cil, No.  25;  he  is  also  a  valued  member  of 

Ismailia  Temple  of  Buffalo.  In  religion  Mr. 
Ware  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

HARRY  C.  HEQUEMBOURG. 

Harry  C.  Hequembourg,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
September  8,  1800.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Dunkirk,  leaving  in  his 
eighteenth  year  to  enter  upon  the  sterner 
duties  of  life.  He  first  secured  a  position  as 
bookkeeper  for  the  Erie  Hotel,  then  under 
the  management  of  the  late  James  Gerrans. 

After  a  year's  service  he  resigned  this  posi- 
tion to  accept  a  place  in  the  office  of  the 

Brooks  Locomotive  Works  and  this  engage- 
ment marked  the  beginning  of  an  active  and 

brilliant  career.  His  work  was  marked  with 
so  great  energy  and  ability  that  he  passed  in 
quick  succession  from  clerk  to  bookkeeper 
to  .cashier  to  acting  secretary  and  when  in 
June,  1901,  the  works  became  one  of  the 
constituent  plants  of  the  American  Locomo- 

tive Company,  he  was  appointed  the  Gen- 
eral Purchasing  Agent  of  the  entire  eight 

plants,  a  position  which  he  is  today  tilling 
with  splendid  credit  to  himselff  and  with 
notable  advantage  to  the  company. 

Mr.  Hequembourg  has  not  only  been  a 
very  successful  man  along  the  lines  of  his 
business  but  has  been  actively  identified 
with  every  movement  which  has  tended  to 
the  advancement  and  growth  of  Dunkirk. 
He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 

Young  Men's  Association  and  for  several 
years  its  President  and  it  can  be  truthfully 
said  that  at  no  time  in  its  history  was  the 
association  so  influential  and  so  valuable 
to  the  community  as  during  the  time  he  was 
its  executive  head. 

The  building  of  the  St.  Charles  Hotel  was 
largely  due  to  his  initiative  and  he  was  an 
officer  and  director  of  the  association  under 
whose  auspices  the  building  was  erected. 
In  the  year  1889  he  headed  a  project  to  build 
an  electric  railway  to  Point  Gratiot  and  in 
spite  of  many  discouragements,  he  formed 
a  company  and  in  the  short  space  of  six 
months  had  the  road  built  and  in  operation. 
This  was  accomplished  through  Mr.  He- 
quembourg's  personal  efforts  and  is  charac- 

teristic of  the  man  and  his  work. 
In  religion  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 

Independent  Congregation  and  was  for  some 
years  its  President.  This  Congregation, 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  Unitarian  move- 

ment,  is   one  of  the   most  influential  in 



1IAKRY  C.  HEQUEMBODRG. 



1152 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

the  religious  life  of  the  city  and  much  of 

this  is  due  to  Mr.  Hequembourg's  forceful 
and  unselfish  interest  in  the  work. 

In  local  politics,  he  has  always  been  a  con- 
sistent and  aggressive  Republican  and  a 

power  in  all  movements  looking  to  the  wel- 
fare and  improvement  of  Dunkirk;  and 

althougn  not  ambitious  for  office  has  been 
active  in  the  councils  which  formulate  the 
policy  of  municipal  affairs. 

His  family  life  is  most  ideal.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1889,  he  married  Minnie  G.  Treadway 

of  Oswego  and  is  now  surrounded  with  a 
charming  family  of  children  consisting  of 
five  boys  and  one  girl;  and  although  much 

of  Mr.  Hequembourg's  time  is  spent  in  New 
York,  the  summer  home  of  the  family  is  m 
Dunkirk  and  at  Harrysburg  Beach,  one  of 
its  pleasantest  summer  resorts. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  among 
the  citizens  of  Dunkirk,  there  is  no  one  man 
who  has  stood  for  more  in  the  ouilding  up 
of  the  community — not  only  along  material 
lines — but  in  its  intellectual  and  moral  de- 

velopment as  well. 

JOHN   K.  PATTERSON,  JR. 

A  young  man  of  marked  ability,  ambition 
and  energy  is  John  K.  Patterson,  Jr.,  of 
Dunkirk,  New  York,  the  present  District 
Attorney  of  Chautauqua  County.  Born  in 
Dunkirk  July  22,  1873,  he  has  with  the  ex- 

ception of  two  years  spent  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  ever  since  resided  there.  His  grand- 

father, David  Patterson,  settling  in  Sheridan 
in  the  year  ,  Mr.  Patterson  looks  upon 
his  family  as  one  of  the  old  Chautauqua 
families. 

Mr.  Patterson  obtained  his  common  school 
education  in  the  Dunkirk  schools,  and  en- 

tered the  Cornell  University  Law  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1895.  Admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  the  same  year  Mr.  Patterson 
immediately  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  In  1897  he 
returned  to  Dunkirk  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. 

Mr.  Patterson  took  an  early  interest  in 
politics  and  in  1898,  when  but  three  years 
out  of  college  and  but  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Dunkirk, 
which  office  he  has  held  continuously  down 
to  the  present  time.  In  1897  District  Attor- 

ney Eleazer  Green  appointed  him  his  assist- 
ant and  in  1904  Mr.  Patterson  was  elected 

District  Attorney,  an  office  of  great  respon- 
sibility.   The  nomination  and  election  re- 

flects the  confidence  which  the  people  of  the 
county  have  in  Mr.  Patterson. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  and  politi- 
cal work,  Mr.  Patterson  has  found  time  for 

JOHN  K.  PATTERSON  Jr. 

social  life  and  his  pleasant  manner  and  good 
fellowship  have  won  for  him  the  office  of 
Senior  Warden  in  Dunkirk  Lodge,  No.  767, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

ALBERT  S.  WATSON. 

Albert  S.  Watson  of  Westfield,  is  of 
Scotch-  English  descent,  and  exhibits  in  his 
character  many  of  the  sturdy  qualities  of 
those  historic  races.  His  grandfather,  James 
Watson,  came  to  this  country  in  1792,  and 
in  1800  was  married  to  Sarah  Lounsbury,  of 
New  York  City.  They  settled  in  Susque- 

hanna County,  Pennsylvania,  where  a  son, 
Jeremiah,  was  born  in  1812,  who  grew  up 
in  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  became 
one  of  the  reliable  citizens  of  the  county 
in  which  he  lived.  He  was  a  Presbyterian 
in  religious  faith,  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  the  holder,  at  times,  of  several  offices 
within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen.  He  married 
Parmelia  Rockwell,  of  Eastern  New  York, 
who  was  of  English  descent,  and  who  be- 
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came  the  mother  of  the  subject  ol  this 
sketch.    She  died  in  1889. 

Albert  S.  Watson  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  attended  the  common  schools  and  Acad- 

emy in  which  he  received  ;i  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  English  branches.  Whim  thir- 
teen years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to 

Broome  County,  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 

he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pullman  Pal- 
ace Car  Company.  Four  years  Later  he  be- 

came connected  with  a  large  nursery  of 
Rochester,  as  a  traveling  salesman,  whore 
he  remained  until  1878,  and  where  he  laid 
the  foundation  for  a  remarkably  successful 
career  as  vineyardist.  and  dealer  in  vineyard 
stock  and  produce.  In  1878  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Portland,  where  he  began  the  propo 
nation  of  grape  roots  on  a  large  scale. 
Something  of  the  magnitude  of  his  business 
may  be  understood  when  it  is  known  that  in 
one  year  he  delivered  seven  hundred  thou- 

sand vines  for  vineyard  planting.  In  1881 
Mr.  Watson  moved  to  Westfield  and  has 
since  been  recognized  as  an  extensive 
grower  and  shipper  of  grapes,  at  one  time 
having  over  one  hundred  fifty  acres  in  bear- 

ing. He  has  also  been  an  extensive  grower 
of  small  fruits  of  all  kinds,  but  more  espec- 

ially strawberries,  of  which  he  grew  fifteen 
hundred  bushels  in  one  year.  Mr.  Watson 
is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes  and  is 
a  good  example  of  what  industry,  integrity 
and  perseverence  can  accomplish.  He  has 
always  been  recognized  as  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  in  his  line  of  business,  but  he  has 
the  ability  to  adapt  himself  to  other  lines, 
and  be  equally  successful. 

On  April  10,  1879,  Mr.  Watson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  (Low)  Mack,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  to  whose  hearty  and  efficient 
co-operation  he  attributes  much  of  his  suc- 

cess. Their  children  are:  Edward  C, 
Charles  G.  and  Leonard  A.  The  family 
home  on  East  Main  Street  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  Village  of  Westfield,  which  is 
renowned  for  its  handsome  homes,  beautiful 
lawns  and  drives.  Mr.  Watson  was  the  or- 

ganizer and  for  several  years  the  manager 

of  the  Western  New  York  Grape  Growers' 
Shipping  Association,  having  control  of  the 
shipments  made  by  that  company.  In  1902 
he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Village  of 
Westfield,  to  the  duties  of  which  office  In- 
devoted  himself  with  untiring  zeal.  He 
studied  the  affairs  of  tin-  village  as  lie  would 
his  own,  and  was  painstaking  and  careful 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Mr. 
Watson  has  always  been  recognizer!  as  an 

expert  In  everything  relating  to  the  grape 
business,  and  to  his  advice  and  counsel 
many  vineyardists  may  justly  attribute  their 
success. 

In  May,  1903,  Mr.  Watson  realized  a  long 
anticipated  pleasure  by  taking  Mrs.  Watson 
with  him  on  an  extended  western  tour,  going 
through  Colorado,  Utah,  Nevada,  California, 
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Wyoming  and 
Montana,  stopping  at  many  of  the  principal 
cities  and  points  of  interest  and  visiting 
several  mining  camps.  Since  making  this 
tour  he  has  made  numerous  trips  to  the 
Pacific  Coast.  These  trips  led  to  his  be- 

coming impressed  with  the  opportunities 
ottered  for  gold  ;md  silver  mining.  Espec- 

ially was  this  true  concerning  the  compara- 
tively new  field  of  Southern  Nevada.  Early 

in  l!»04  he  went  to  Tonopah  ami  (ioldfield. 
Here  after  the  most  careful  and  painstak- 

ing investigation,  he  invested  in  several  pro- 
perties and  within  a  few  months  he  had  In- 

corporated the  Diamondfield  Cold  Mining 
Company,  in  which  he  is  still  the  largest 
owner.  This  properly  quickly  became  one 
of  the  largest  producers,  its  stock  going  to 
above  eighty  cents  on  the  market.  Mr. 
Watson's  success  in  this  field  has  been 
something  quite  remarkable.  His  pluck,  en- 

ergy and  good  judgment  coupled  with  thor- 
ough business  integrity  and  honesty  quickly 

made  him  a  reputation  that  elected  him 
President  of  more  than  half  a  dozen  good 
mining  companies,  besides  being  Manager 
and  Secretary  in  half  a  dozen  more.  The 
results  of  this  success  have  been  shared 
by  friends  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
place  a  little  capital  at  bis  disposal.  He  is 
an  enthusiast  on  the  resources  of  Tonopah, 
Coldfiold  and  Southern  Nevada,  being  con- 

vinced that  the  next  few  years  will  demon- 
strate that  these  fields  will  become  the 

greatest  producers  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
world.  Mr.  Watson  looks  forward  to  an 
early  return  to  his  delightful  home  in  West- 
field  with  the  hope  of  passing  his  declining 
years  in  comfort  amid  delightful  surround- 
ings. 

His  eldest  son,  Edward  C,  was  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  Cornell  Univers- 

ity in  the  class  of  1904,  while  his  younger 
sons,  Charles  G.  and  Leonard  A.,  passed 
their  freshman  year  at  Hamilton  in  1904- 
1905,  where  they  hope  to  return  and  com 

plete  a  full  course.  Mr.  Watson's  home, 
located  on  East  Main  Street,  in  Westfield, 
New  York,  was  formerly  owned  by  Jonathan 
Watson  and  later  by  Ex-Congressman  P.  B. 
Hrewer  and  more  recently  by  the  late  Wil- 
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liam  Vorce.  The  present  owner  has  built 
an  elegant  and  commodious  home,  grading 
and  planting  in  connection  therewith  some 
ten  acres  of  shrubbery,  twenty  acres  more 
in  small  fruit  and  has  laid  out  pleasant 
drives  throughout  the  place. 

Mr.  Watson  is  a  man  temperate  in  his 
habits,  abstaining  from  the  use  of  tobacco 
and  intoxicants.  He  is  not  only  practical  in 
his  methods  but  painstaking  and  thorough 
going  as  well,  exemplifying  in  his  practice 
the  adage  that  whatever  is  worth  doing  at 
all  is  worth  doing  well. 

DAVID  K.  FALVAY. 

David  K.  Falvay,  of  Westfield,  New  York, 
was  born  in  the  Town  of  Ripley,  New  York, 
December  14,  1SC0.  Graduated  from  West- 
field  High  School  in  1881.  Began  teaching 
in  the  same  year.  He  taught  in  the  West- 
field  High  School  from  1882  to  1892.  in 
1894  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  West- 
field  for  four  years.  After  retiring  from 
office  he  became  one  of  the  largest  grape 
growers  in  the  grape  belt.  He  has  been  a 
manufacturer  of  grape  packages  since  1885 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  grape  shippers  of 
Chautauqua  County.  He  served  six  years 
on  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees,  one  year 
being  President  of  the  village.  He  has  been 
a  Deacon  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since 
1890.  He  was  married,  June  25,  1885,  to 
Clara  L.  Davis  of  Westfield.  Two  children, 
Clarice  R.  and  Walter  J.  Falvay,  is  the  re- 

sult of  this  union.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  Westfield  Village  over  twenty  years.  In 
state  and  national  politics  he  is  a  leading 
Democrat  of  the  county. 

LESLIE   A.  PEASE. 

Leslie  Allan  Pease  of  Dunkirk  was  born 
in  Norwood,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New 
York,  September  14,  1809.  His  father,  Tru- 

man A.  Pease,  was  a  prominent  physician 
of  that  district  and  there  Mr.  Pease  con- 

tinued to  live  throughout  his  boyhood  and 
young  manhood,  acquiring  his  early  educa- 

tion in  the  public  schools  and  in  Norwood 
Academy.  From  this  last  mentioned  insti- 

tution he  was  graduated  in  1888,  and  entered 
upon  a  course  of  study  in  Oberlin  College. 
There,  as  in  school,  Mr.  Pease  showed 
marked  ability  in  literary  and  oratorical 
work  and  it  was  but  natural  for  him  to  take 
up  law  as  his  profession.  In  1S91  he  took 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  at  Union 
University,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  in 
the  next  year  commenced  the  practice  of 

law  in  Niagara  Falls.  After  a  short  location 
there  Mr.  Pease  moved  to  Dunkirk  and  has 
since  then  maintained  his  residence  there. 

As  his  school  days  gave  promise,  his  prac- 
tice has  been  eminently  successful.  Until 

1904  he  had  no  partner,  but  in  that  year 

Lyman  C.  Kilburn  joined  with  him  in  form- 
ing the  law  firm  of  Pease  &  Kilburn. 

Mr.  Pease  is  a  staunch  Republican  and 
has  ever  been  willing  to  use  for  the  party 
his  best  efforts  as  a  speaker.  Ever  since 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  has 
done  campaign  work  under  both  the  State 
and  National  Committees  and  under  the  Re- 

publican  State   League.     His   power  as  a 

LESLIE  A.  PEASE 

public  speaker  is  made  every  year  more  and 
more  manifest.  Mr.  Pease  has  also  written 

much  prose  and  poetry  for  some  of  the  lead- 
ing magazines  and  periodicals,  on  which  ac- 

count he  has  received  many  flattering  no- 
tices. 

His  efforts  for  the  party  and  his  ability 
were  recognized  in  189G  in  his  election  to 
the  office  of  Special  Surrogate  for  Chautau- 

qua County,  which  he  has  ever  since  filled. 
In  1902  he  was  nominated  for  Mayor  of  Dun- 

kirk, but  failed  of  election. 
On  June  27,  1900,  Mr.  Pease  married  Miss 

Luna  B,  Keeler  of  Norwood,  New  York,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 

dren, Helen  L.  and  Allan  W. 
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HON.  WARREN  B.  HOOKER. 

That  a  man  attains  one  position  auer 
another,  through  the  choice  and  acclaim  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  each  succeeding  position 
giving  him  greater  distinction  in  the  world 
of  activity  and  achievement,  is  in  itself  ex- 

traordinary; but  yet  more  worthy  of  note 
is  the  advancement  in  public  office  which 
has  come  to  the  Hon.  Warren  B.  Hooker,  of 
Fretlonia,  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
sitting  on  the  Appellate  Division  in  the  Sec- 

ond Department  in  Brooklyn.  His  legal 
abilities  and  sterling  character  were  given 
recognition  before  he  was  graduated  in  his 
profession  as  a  lawyer.  He  went  Higher, 
and  in  Congress  his  record  is  almost  phe- 

nomenal and  possibly  without  a  precedent. 
Able  and  at  all  times  tactful,  honorable  and 
possessed  of  keen  foresight,  his  service  in 
Congress  was  such  as  to  render  opposition 
hopeless,  and  in  that  high  office  he  gave 
evidence  of  ability  which  should  find  field 
for  development  in  higher  places,  and  to 
them  the  electors  have  wisely  chosen  him. 

Hon.  Warren  B.  Hooker  was  born  in  Per- 
rysburg,  Cattaraugus  County,  November  24, 
185G.  His  father  was  John  Hooker,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  moved  to  Perrysburg  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  his  mother  was 
Philena  (Waterman)  Hooker.  After  be- 

coming familiar  with  farm  work  Warren  B. 
Hooker  attended  the  Forestville  Academy, 

from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  '76. 
Having  decided  upon  a  legal  career,  he  en- 

tered the  law  office  of  John  G.  Record,  in 
Forestville,  and  in  1879  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  prac- 

ticed law  in  Chautauqua  County  until  1882, 
when  he  went  to  Tacoma,  Washington.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Chautauqua 
County  and  established  himself  in  law  prac- 

tice in  Fredonia,  his  present  home. 

Mr.  Hooker's  really  brilliant  career  began 
in  1878  before  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 

At  that  time  he  was  elected  Special  Surro- 
gate of  Chautauqua  County,  which  position 

he  held  for  three  years.  In  1S89  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Pom- 
fret,  and  in  1890  he  was  supported  for  re- 

election by  both  parties,  a  well-earned  I  ri- 
bute  to  his  faithful  and  efficient  service  of 
the  interests  of  all  his  townsmen.  It  was 
in  the  fall  of  1890,  when  Mr.  Hooker  was 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  that  he  was  nom- 

inated by  the  Republicans,  of  which  party 
he  has  been  a  member  since  he  became  a 
voter,  for  Representative  in  Congress  of  the 
then  Thirty-fourth  New  York  District,  com- 

posing the  Counties  of  Chautauqua,  Cattar- 
augus and  Allegany.  His  election  followed, 

by  a  majority  over  his  Democratic  opponent 
of  fifty-seven  hundred  twenty-six  votes.  He 
was  re-elected  in  1892  and  again  in  1894, 
when  he  received  a  plurality  of  fifteen 
thousand  three  hundred.  He  received  a 
renomination  in  189G  and  was  elected  by  a 
plurality  of  twenty-seven  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-six  votes,  and  was  re-elected 
at  the  general  election  of  1898. 

When  Mr.  Hooker  first  began  his  Con- 
gressional duties  he  was  the  youngest  mem- 

ber of  the  House.  His  choice  in  the  Con- 
vention was  over  able  and  well  qualified 

members  of  his  party.  His  selection  by 
acclamation  for  a  second  term  was  a  merit- 

ed and  valued  compliment,  as  were  his 
greatly  increasing  pluralities  each  year. 
His  retention  as  member  for  so  many  con- 

secutive terms,  despite  the  ambitions  of 
many  other  able  men  of  his  party,  stands 
as  an  endorsement  of  an  official  career  of 
such  decided  and  unusual  merit  as  to  justify 
putting  aside  precedents. 

In  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  Speaker 
Reed  made  Mr.  Hooker  Chairman  of  the 

important  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Har- 
bors. The  bill  that  he  presented  to  the 

House  in  such  capacity  was  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress  by  large  majorities  and 
was  afterwards  passed  over  a  Presidential 
veto.  The  opposition  to  the  bill  was  because 
of  the  extent  of  the  appropriation,  but  be- 

cause of  the  judiciousness  of  the  expendi- 
tures authorized  and  equitable  manner  of 

their  distribution,  there  was  little  or  no  op- 
position to  the  bill  in  the  campaign  of  1890. 

Tne  closing  part  of  Mi'.  Hooker's  career  in 
Congress  rounded  out  one  of  distinguished 
success,  in  which  Mr.  Hooker  received,  upon 
the  test  described,  the  gratifying  and  over- 

whelming indorsement  of  members  of  both 
houses  of  Congress,  as  well  as  in  t lie  re- 

peated and  emphatically  expressed  appro- 
val of  a  constituency  high  in  intelligence  and 

enterprise. 
In  1898  before  he  had  completed  his 

fourth  term  in  Congress,  Mr.  Hooker  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Black,  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court  for  the  Eighth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  he  was  elected 

to  the  office  at  the  next  election  in  1899  for 
a  fourteen  year  term.  On  December  8,  1902, 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Odell  to  the 
Appellate  Division,  in  the  Second  Depart- 

ment, and  went  to  Brooklyn,  where  be  has 
since  served. 
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In  widely  varying  spheres  of  eminence 
and  usefulness  Mr.  Hooker  has  shown  the 
qualities  that  should  belong  to  leaders  of 
men,  including  a  frank  manner  and  a  genial 
nature,  and  in  such  degree,  and  in  such 
early  time  that  his  successes  came  to  him 
as  logically  as  the  reward  of  labor  comes 
to  the  toiler. 

In  September,  1884,  Mr.  Hooker  married 
Etta  E.  Abbey,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Chauncey  Abbey,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Chautauqua  County,  who  was  active  in  the 
organization  of  the  Fredonia  National  Bank, 
and  afterward  became  its  President.  They 
have  two  children,  Sherman  Abbey  and 

Florence  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Hooker's  parents 
are  both  dead. 

LONEY  G.  WEIDNER. 

L.  G.  Weidner,  an  energetic  business  man 
of  Dunkirk,  was  born  in  Ellington,  January 

LONEY  G.  WEIDNER 

20,  18G6.  His  father  was  August  Weidner, 
who  came  to  America  in  I860,  settled  in 
Leon  and  subsequently  resided  in  Ellington 
and  Cherry  Creek.  August  Weidner  engaged 
in  the  monumental  business,  and  in  1880 
he  built  the  Central  Hotel  at  Cherry  Creek, 
sold  it  one  year  later  to  T.  G.  Phillips  and 

died  November  22,  1887.  His  mother,  Doris 
Garber  Weidner,  died  April  G,  1889. 

L.  G.  Weidner  attended  to  his  father's 
business  affairs  for  three  years  and  then 
moved  to  Dunkirk  in  August,  1891.  In  that 
city  he  has  been  decidedly  successful.  He 

owns  a  large  grape  farm  on  Central  Ave- 
nue which  he  purchased  soon  after  coming 

to  Dunkirk;  he  resided  there  nine  years 
and  later  built  the  Weidner  block. 

Mr.  Weidner  and  Mary  J.,  the  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Jennette  Buse  Pinkel,  were 
married  on  November  G,  1889.  They  have 
one  son,  Harold,  who  was  born  August  31, 
1890. 
Mr.  Weidner  is  a  popular  member  of 

Irondequoit  Lodge  No.  301,  Free  and  Accept- 
ed Masons;  he  is  affiliated  with  Dunkirk 

Chapter,  No.  191;  he  is  connected  with  Dun- 
kirk Council,  No.  25,  and  Commandery  No. 

40;  also  a  member  of  the  Fredonia  Lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Point  Gratiot  Tent 
of  Maccabees  of  Dunkirk,  Mr.  Weidner  has 
a  wide  range  of  fraternal  activities. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Weidner  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools;  that  train- 

ing he  has  supplemented  by  his  contact 
with  men  in  a  business  way;  and  altogether 
he  is  a  forcible  and  excellent  citizen  of 
Dunkirk. 

HON.  EGBURT  E.  WOODBURY. 

Egburt  E.  Woodbury,  who  nas  been  Sur- 
rogate of  Chautauqua  County  for  ten  years, 

began  the  duties  of  that  office  when  he  was 
only  thirty-four  years  old,  and  in  other  ways 
he  won  distinction  at  an  early  age.  The 
duties  of  the  important  office  of  Surrogate 
he  has  at  all  times  performed  with  fidelity 
and  with  such  ability  and  legal  acumen  as 
to  mark  him  emphatically  the  man  for  the 
place.  During  the  period  of  his  incumbency 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  decide  many  in- 

tricate, contested  cases,  some  of  them  in- 
volving hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars, 

and  his  decisions  nave  been  such  master- 
pieces of  legal  and  just  judgment  and  of  ex- 

pression as  to  command  the  earnest  ad- 
miration of  the  best  legal  minds. 

A  few  of  the  most  important  matters 
which  have  come  before  Surrogate  Wood- 

bury may  be  mentioned  the  Julia  A.  Brooks 
case,  still  undecided,  involving  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  of  the  Brooks  estate; 
the  Andrew  J.  Avery  case,  which  involved 
the  right  of  a  foreign  trust  company  to  act 
as  executor.    He  removed  the  executor.  The 
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questions  at  issue  involved  three  hundred 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  Sarah  J.  Bird- 
sail  case  involved  the  transfer  of  two  hun- 

dred twenty-five  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
property  to  two  nieces.  The  question  was 
as  to  the  power  of  the  state  to  collect  an 
inheritance  tax  of  upwards  of  thirteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  case  went  to  the 
Appellate  Division  and  Court  of  Appeals 
and  was  afterwards  settled,  the  tax  heing 
paid  without  argument  in  the  latter  court 
as  directed  by  the  Surrogate. 

In  his  experience  of  ten  years  as  Surro- 
gate and  four  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Mr.  Woodbury  has  never  had  a  decision  of 
his  reversed  but  once,  and  this  was  a  ques- 

tion of  practice.  This  statement  includes 
all  references  of  which  Mr.  Woodbury  has 
had  as  many  as  any  other  lawyer  of  Chau- 

tauqua County.  This  most  unusual  record 
gives  evidence  not  only  of  the  most  pains- 

taking care  in  the  preparation  of  decisions 
but  of  the  operation  of  a  judicial  mind  of 
the  highest  order. 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  born  at  Cherry  Creek, 
this  county,  March  29,  1SG1,  As  a  lad  he 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town.  When  he  was  eleven  years  old  his 
parents  having  died,  he  moved  to  Randolpn 
and  continued  to  attend  school,  completing 

his  education  with  a  three  years'  course  in 
the  famed  Chamberlain  Institute.  Mr. 

Woodbury  next  taught  school  for  two  win- 
ters, and  for  several  years  he  worked  as  a 

farm  hand.  He  was  a  poor  boy  and  had  not 
yet  found  the  employment  that  fitted  either 
his  ambition  or  his  abilities.  In  1880  he  en- 

tered the  law  office  of  Hon.  Rodney  R.  Crow- 
ley of  Randolph  as  a  student  and  completed 

his  studies  in  the  office  of  Lakin  &  Sessions 
in  Jamestown.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  the  spring  of  1884. 
Perceiving  the  excellent  abilities  and 

character  of  the  young  man,  he  was  admit- 
ted to  partnership  with  the  members  of  the 

firm  named,  July  1,  1884,  and  tht  firm  styis 
became  Lakin,  Sessions  &  Woodbury.  Judge 
Lakin  died  within  a  few  weeks  thereafter 
and  the  two  remaining  members  of  the  firm 
practiced  together  until  July  1,  1885,  when 
the  firm  of  Woodbury  &  Butts  was  formed, 
Mr.  Woodbury  associating  with  him  George 
R.  Butts.  Mr.  Woodbury  was  popular,  his 
qualifications  for  high  position  were  well 
known  and  in  1890  he  was  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  of  his  district  and  elected 
Member  of  Assembly.  He  held  this  office 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  practiced 

alone.  In  December,  1894,  he  became  as- 
sociated with  Eleazer  Green,  who  was  then 

Mayor  of  Jamestown,  and  who  was  since 
elected  District  Attorney  of  Chautauqua 
County,  which  office  he  held  for  nine  years. 
The  law  practice  of  this  firm,  outside  the 
official  positions  of  its  members,  has  been 
extensive  and  important. 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Jamestown,  after 

its  organization  as  a  city  in  1880.  He  de- 
clined re-election  to  the  office  after  about 

four  years'  service.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Republican  County  Committee  for  three 
years,  beginning  in  1889,  and  its  Chairman 
that  year  and  manager  of  the  campaign  in 
1891.  When  first  elected  to  the  Assembly 
he  was  less  than  thirty  years  old.  His  elec- 

tion for  second  and  third  terms  were  with 
increasing  pluralities,  and  in  his  last  term 
his  district  included  a  consolidation  of  the 

two  former  Chautauqua  districts.  He  de- 
clined to  allow  his  name  to  be  presented 

to  the  convention  as  a  candidate  for  a 

fourth  term,  as  further  service  of  the  pub- 
lic in  this  capacity  would  have  involved  a 

sacrifice  of  his  business  interests  he  was 
not  willing  to  undergo. 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  one  of  the  first  men  of 
Western  New  York  to  become  an  earnest 
champion  of  the  nomination  of  William 
McKinley  for  President,  whose  administra- 

tion of  that  office  was  destined  to  prove  a 
great  boon  to  the  country.  The  McKinley 
men  of  Chautauqua  County  urged  him  to 
become  a  candidate  for  delegate  to  the  Na- 

tional Convention  and  he  did  so.  He  was 

defeated  by  a  few  votes  in  the  district  con- 
vention, but  the  strong  fight  made  by  him 

and  others  whose  minds  were  early  fixed 
upon  the  splendid  Ohio  statesman  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  delegates  from  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Congress  district  who  went  to  St. 
Louis  instructed  to  vote  for  William  McKin- ley. 

Mr.  Woodbury  married  Florence  E.  Hol- 
brook,  daughter  of  Wales  F.  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Holbrook,  at  Randolph  December 
25,  1880.  Their  children  aire  Grace  E.> 
Frank  H..  Roy  C,  Ruth  V.  and  Rachel. 
Genial  of  nature,  sincere  in  all  his  dealings 
and  a  man  of  value  to  the  community  in 

many  ways,  Mr.  Woodbury's  greatest  ser- 
vice to  the  public,  as  his  latest,  lies  no 

doubt  in  his  exceptional  administration  of 
the  office  of  Surrogate,  to  which  attention 
has  been  given  in  the  beginning  of  this 
sketch.     Through  years  teeming  with  mo- 
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mentous  affairs  in  his  office  his  administra- 
tion has  been  such  as  to  give  criticism  no 

opportunity  to  find  a  voice. 

OTIS  SKINNER  RECORD. 

Otis  Skinner  Record  was  born  in  Sher- 
man, New  York,  July  30,  1833,  and  died 

April  8,  1905,  at  Smiths  Mills,  New  York, 
where  he  moved  with  his  parents  when 
about  three  years  of  age.  He  spent  the  re- 

mainder of  his  days  here  with  I  he  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  years.  He  was  educated 

at  the  Smiths  Mills  school  and  Gowanda 
Academy.    When  eighteen  years  of  age  he 

OTIS  SKINNER  HECOHD 

ioined  the  Hanover  Center  Baptist  Church 
which  was  always  dear  to  him.  His  chief 
occupation  during  his  life  time  was  that  of 
lumbering  and  milling  and  his  mills  were 
patronized  for  miles  around.  He  was  also 
quite  an  extensive  producer  of  small  fruits. 
During  his  career  he  employed,  in  total,  a 
very  large  number  of  people,  many  of  whom 
survive  him  ana  feel  deeply  their  loss.  He 
was  an  exceedingly  indulgent  husband  and 
father  and  a  well-informed  and  remarKawiy 
unselfish  and  honest  man.  He  possessed  a 
bright,  cheery  disposition  and  was  espec- 

ially given  to  humorous  remarks.    He  was 

therefore  welcome  in  any  company  he 
might  enter.  His  life  spoke  stronger  than 
any  words  could  utter  as  to  the  genuineness 
of  his  Christianity  and  nis  influence  for 
good  lives  on. 

On  September  IS,  1S59,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Harriet  I).  Watrous,  also  of 
Smiths  Mills.  His  nearest  relatives  that 
survive  him  are  his  wife  and  four  children: 

Myron  V.  Record,  an  at ttorncy-at -law,  for- 
merly of  Freaonia,  New  York,  now  with 

the  New  York  City  Railway  Company,  New 
York  City;  Jessie  Record  Bishop,  wife  <>l 
Charles  G.  Bishop,  Westhampton,  Long  Is- 

land; Ellidia  \  Record,  a  -it i  'nop  raphe:  and 
typewriter,  now  of  Snii..,s  Mi..s,  bu.  for- 

merly of  Fredonia;  Seth  W.  Record,  Smiths 
Mills.  His  father,  Seth  Record,  died  on 
January  11,  1876,  at  Smiths  Mills,  New 
York,  and  of  the  family  circle  of  his  child- 

hood only  one,  a  brother,  George  J.  Record, 
of  Conneaut,  Ohio,  remains  to  mourn  his 
departure. 

CHARLES  SWANSON. 

One  of  the  leading  contractors  and  builders 
of  Jamestown,  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the 
15th  day  of  March,  18(12,  his  parents  being 
Andrew  and  Welhelmania  Swanson.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  Mr.  Swanson  became 
a  sailor  and  came  to  this  country  in  1S7S. 
He  followed  the  sea  for  a  period  of  six 
years,  going  around  the  Horn  to  Australia, 
to  China,  to  South  Africa,  to  India,  and  to 
practically  every  maritime  nation  in  the 
world.  He  then  became  second  officer  of  a 
private  yacht  in  New  York,  and  in  the  great 
race  between  the  Genesta  and  the  Puritan 
in  1885  Mr.  Swanson  aided  in  the  sailing  of 
the  latter,  thus  taking  part  in  one  of  Ameri- 

ca's great  sailing  triumphs. 
As  a  boy  in  Sweden  Mr.  Swanson  had 

learned  the  trade  of  a  bricklayer,  and 
abandoning  the  life  of  a  sailor  in  18S5  he 
came  to  Jamestown  and  began  work  at  his 
trade,  but  he  was  too  full  of  energy  and 
ambition  to  remain  iong  as  a  day  laborer, 
and  he  soon  began  taking  contracts,  and 
this  he  has  followed  up  so  successfully  that 
he  is  today  acknowledged  as  the  leading 
contractor  and  builder  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Swanson  received  his  school  education  in 
Sweden  before  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
with  the  exception  of  a  course  in  the  School 
of  Navigation  in  New  York  City,  but  being 
an  obs(  rving  man,  and  one  who  is  bent  upon 
making  a  success  of  anything  he  under- 

takes, he  has  accumulated  a  store  of  prac- 
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tical  knowledge  which  makes  him  a  com- 
manding figure  in  the  business  life  of  the 

community,  where  he  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  a  wide  circle.  He  is  a  regu- 

lar attendant  of  the  Swedish-Lutheran 
Church,  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and 
belongs  to  many  of  the  local  lodges,  includ- 

ing the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Elks  and  the 
Maccabees,  in  all  of  which  he  is  an  active 
and  popular  member. 

Mr.  Swanson  and  Miss  Anna  Louise  Lind 

were  married  in  this  city  in  1889,  three  chil- 
dren, Curth  Arthur,  Melvin  Oliver  and  Agnes 

Louise,  being  born  to  them. 

ALBERT  FEETER  FRENCH. 

If  you  visit  the  pretty  village  of  Fredonia 
which  lies  on  the  level  land  midway  between 
the  foot  of  the  Chautauqua  hills  and  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie,  you  cannot  fail  to  no- 

tice that  one  of  the  important  industries  of 
the  village  is  the  Fredonia  Preserving  Com- 

pany, and  if  your  attention  is  called  to  the 
Fredonia  Preserving  Company  you  will  dis- 

cover that  one  of  the  most  prominent  offi- 
cials is  Albert  Feeter  French,  the  treasurer 

and  general  manager.  Mr.  French  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  village.  He 
had  been  actively  identified  with  its  growth 
and  development,  being  for  four  years  one 
of  the  village  Trustees,  and  always  interest- 

ed in  village  affairs  whether  holding  office 
or  a  private  citizen. 

Mr.  French  has  been  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  Fredonia  Preserving  Com- 

pany because  he  organized  the  corporation 
and  through  his  energetic  efforts  has  creat- 

ed a  flourishing  and  extensive  business, 
and  provided  remunerative  employment  for 
a  number  of  persons. 

Mr.  French  was  born  in  Syracuse  July  17, 
1854.  He  had  a  common  school  education 
and  he  commenced  his  business  career  as 
a  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Westernville, 
Oneida  County,  in  1872.  He  remained  there 
until  1875  when  he  removed  to  Rome. 

Remaining  in  Rome  until  1S77  Mr.  French 
determined  to  engage  in  business  for  him- 

self, and  his  first  venture  was  in  Des- 
Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  eleven 
years.  From  DesMoines  he  went  to  Buf- 

falo and  from  Buffalo  he  came  to  Chautau- 
qua County,  locating  at  Fredonia  in  April, 

1890. 
Impressed  with  the  possibilities  of  the 

canning  industry,  Mr.  French  organized  the 
Fredonia  Preserving  Company  in  January, 

1901,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  devel- 
oping the  business  which  although  it  has 

already  attained  large  proportions  is  stead- 
ily increasing. 

Mr.  French  and  Miss  Emma  P.  Brockett 
were  married  at  Rome,  New  York,  April  18, 
1882.  They  have  two  daughters,  Alice  B. 
and  Emma  Gertrude. 

CHARLES   S.  ABBOTT. 

Called  from  this  life  at  the  very  height  of 
his  success,  while  still  a  comparatively 
young  man  with  fond  ambitions  and  the 
power  and  energy  to  execute  them,  Charles 
Stuart  Abbott  had  yet  accomplished  much 
and  had  become  a  power  in  the  country. 
This  position  was  attained  only  after  years 
of  patient  perseverance  and  unremitting 
effort,  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 
Mr.  Abbott  was  the  son  of  Edwin  E.  and 
Mary  Sanderson  Abbott,  and  was  born  in 
the  Town  of  Panama,  Chautauqua  County, 
December  11,  1858.  He  was  therefore  a  na- 

tive Chautauquan,  although  his  parents  took 
him  to  New  York  when  he  was  but  sixteen 
months  old,  and  there  he  passed  his  boyhood 
days.  He  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  York  and  of 
Flushing  Institute  at  Flushing,  Long  Is- 

land, and  was  preparing  to  enter  Columbia 

University  when  his  father's  financial  re- 
verses compelled  him  to  abandon  his  plans. 

From  that  time  on,  the  struggle  was  his  own 
and  many  were  the  ventures  he  made  be- 

fore alighting  on  the  one  which  was  to  make 
his  career  so  successful. 
Coming  to  Jamestown  from  New  York, 

Mr.  Abbott  began  the  study  of  law,  which  he 
later  continued  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 
But  before  completing  his  law  studies  he 
became  associated  with  Coleman  E.  Bishop 
in  the  publication  of  The  Country  Side,  a 
weekly  paper  devoted  to  the  farming  and 
educational  interests  of  Chautauqua  County. 
Mr.  Bishop  was  the  editor  and  Mr.  Abbott, 
the  business  manager,  but  despite  their 
efforts  the  publication  was  a  financial  fail- 

ure and  they  finally  abandoned  it,  Mr. 
Abbott  moving  to  New  York  to  enter  the 
employ  of  Allen  Brothers  Advertising 
Agency.  Later  he  became  a  partner  in  the 
concern  which  was  removed  to  Jamestown 
and  did  business  there  for  a  time. 

In  1889  Mr.  Abbott  became  identified  with 
Hon.  Porter  Sheldon  in  the  manufacture  of 
photographic  paper  by  a  new  process  which 
revolutionized  the  photographic  business 

and  brought  fame  and  fortune  to  the  origi- 
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nators.  Of  the  original  company,  known  as 
the  American  Aristotype  Company,  Mr. 
Sheldon  was  President  and  Mr.  Abbott  Sec- 

retary and  Treasurer.  In  1899  the  General 
Aristo  Company  was  formed  combining  a 
number  of  photographic  concerns,  including 
the  American  Aristotype  Company.  This 
company  in  turn  was  consolidated  in  the 
Eastman  Kodak  Company  of  which  Mr. 
Abbott  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  Vice 
President:  He  was  also  President  of  the 
Seed  Dry  Plate  Company  of  St.  Louis,  a 
director  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Trust 
Company,  and  had  for  some  time  held  the 
position  of  President  of  the  American  Aris- 

totype Company  of  Jamestown. 

Mr.  Abbott's  kindly  and  warmhearted  na- 
ture lent  itself  readily  to  social  enjoyment. 

His  home  was  a  center  of  social  life,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Jamestown  Club,  of 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  of  Jamestown  Lodge  of  Elks, 
he  found  relief  from  the  cares  of  business 
life.  A  lover  of  aquatic  sports,  he  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Chadakoin  Boat 
Cmb  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  Commo- 

dore of  that  organization. 
In  politics  Mr.  Abbott  was  a  staunch  Re- 

publican, but  left  all  office  seeking  and  cam- 
paigning to  others.  Love  for  his  home, 

devotion  to  business,  being  honest,  high 
minded,  wise,  discreet  and  brave  in  this,  left 
him  no  time  for  politics  except  for  casting 
his  ballots  for  the  men  whom  he  thought 
best  for  rulers. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  married  on  February  4, 
1880,  to  Miss  Pauline  Allen  of  Jamestown, 
New  York,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with 
two  children,  Marguerite  and  Charles  Stuart, 
Jr. 

For  a  short  time  preceding  his  death  Mr. 
Abbott  had  been  suffering  from  rheumatism, 
gout  and  quinsy,  and  in  January,  1905.  ac- 

companied by  his  family  and  a  small  party 
of  friends,  he  left  for  a  sojourn  in  the  soufh 
in  hopes  of  improving  his  condition.  At  first 
he  improved  steadily  but  unfavorable  weath- 

er caused  a  setback  and  death  came  from 
an  attack  of  neuralgia  of  the  heart  on 
March  1,  1905,  while  the  party  was  at  Oak 
Lodge,  a  residence  near  Enfield,  North  Car- 
olina. 

CHARLES  SIBLEY  JONES. 

Charles  Sibley  Jones,  the  efficient  cashier 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Sherman,  one  of  the 
best  managed  and  most  prosperous  bank- 

ing institutions  in  Western  New  York,  is 
a   son   of  Elijah    L.   and   Emily  (Sibley) 

Jones,  and  was  born  December  1.  1  SSI ,  at 
Trunkeyville,  Pennsylvania.  He  came  to 
Sherman  in  1X90,  and  began  as  a  clerl;  in 

this  bank',  afterwards  being  promoted  to 
cashier.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  young  man  of  great 
energy,  good  habits  and  marked  business 
ability.  He  is  a  member  of  Olive  Lodge, 
No.  575,  Free  and  Accepted  .Masons;  West- 
field  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  James- 

town Commandery,  No.  101,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  of  the  MHhodist  Episcopal  Church 

of  Sherman. 

DA  V  I  n  K.  FA  I.  V  A  Y 

ADELBERT  W.  CUMMINGS. 

Adelbert  W.  Cummings,  a  highly  success- 
ful business  man  of  Dunkirk,  was  born  in  the 

Town  of  Charlotte,  this  county,  August  2, 
18G0,  and  is  a  son  of  Asahel  A.  and  Eliza 
(Streeter)  Cummings.  He  learned  the  car- 

penter's trade,  clerked  in  a  store  for  awhile, 
was  with  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works  for 
two  years,  when,  in  1SS5,  he  established  the 
Dunkirk  Steam  Laundry,  which  business  he 
now  successfully  conducts.  Mr.  Cummings 
married  Flora  Durrell,  of  Dunkirk.  Their 
children  are  Warren  .1.  and  Adelbert  W. 
He  is  a  prominent  Mason  and  Elk;  Presi- 

dent of  the  Lake  Shore  Savings  and  Loan 
Association,  and  is  influential  in  Dunkirk's 
city  affairs. 
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A.  JOHN  PETERSON. 

A.  John  Peterson  was  born  a  subject  of  the 
King  of  Sweden  on  June  18,  1844,  and  is  a 

son  of  Andrew  P.  and  Anna  S.  (Trank")  Pet- 
erson, of  the  Town  of  Kalstrop.  His  grand- 
father, Peter  Peterson,  was  a  life-long  resi- 

dent of  his  native  land,  Sweden,  but  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  John  P.  Trank,  emigrat- 

ed to  America  and  settled  in  Jamestown, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  carpenter  and  farmer,  in  politics  a  Repub- 

lican, and  in  religion  a  Methodist.  He 
married  and  reared  children.  His  father, 
Andrew  P.  Peterson,  was  born  in  Sweden 
about  1815.  He  came  to  America  in  1853, 
located  in  Jamestown,  but  subsequently  re- 

moved to  Sugargrove,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  one  year,  and  then  returned  to 
Jamestown,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
February  13,  18GS.  By  trade  he  was  a  car- 

penter and  joiner,  and  was  also  a  contractor 
and  builder.  He  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 

tics, a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.   He  married  Anna  S.  Trank  by  whom 

he  had  nine  children;  she  died  May  10,  1897. 
A.  John  Peterson  received  a  common  school 
education  in  Jamestown,  supplemented  by  a 
practical  business  experience  and  by  wide 
reading  and  observation.  He  began  life  on 
his  own  account  as  a  contractor  and  builder 
with  his  father  and  brother,  and  after  his 

father's  death  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  & 
A.  J.  Peterson,  which  continued  until  the 
death  of  Theodore  in  1881.  During  the  lat- 

ter part  of  that  period  they  also  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  at  No.  110  Main 
street,  and  finally  abandoned  contracting  and 
building  and  devoted  their  attention  to  the 
grocery  business  until  1885,  when  he  sold 
out,  and  purchased  the  clothing  business 
which  Mr.  Peterson  is  now  successfully  en- 

gaged in.  As  merchant  tailor,  clothier,  hat- 

ter and  gentlemen's  furnisher,  he  transacts 
a  large  and  paying  business.  He  is  an  ac- 

tive Republican  in  politics,  and  was  Village 
Trustee  and  Assessor  for  many  years,  also 
state  and  county  Tax  Collector.    Mr.  Peter- 
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son  enlisted  with  his  brother,  Theodore,  in 

Company  A,  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment, New  York  State  Volunteers,  in  July, 

1862,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  par- 
ticipating in  all  the  battles  in  which  the 

A.  JOHN  PETERSON 

Army  of  the  Potomac  was  engaged  and 
never  received  a  scratch,  although  at  the 

Battle  of  Chapin  Farm,  he  found  seven  bul- 
let holes  through  his  clothes  at  the  close 

of  the  engagement. 

On  August  15,  18G7,  Mr.  Peterson  united 
in  marriage  with  Clara  Lanson,  of  Lottsville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  her  death,  January 
1G,  18G8,  espoused  Sophia  Jones,  of  James- 

town, December  31,  18G8.  Their  union  has 
been  blest  with  four  children:  James  C. 

(see  following  sketch);  Conrad  T.,  born  Au- 
gust 11,  1874,  died  May  7,  1875;  Judith  Mabel 

Genevieve,  born  September  12,  1877;  John 
T.,  born  April  15,  1881. 

Loyal  to  his  adopted  country  and  his 
friends,  yet  having  an  affection  for  his  native 
land,  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  broad  in  his 
sympathy,  he  is  an  excellent  type  of  an 
ideal  naturalized  American. 

JAMES  C.  PETERSON. 

James  C.  Peterson,  son  of  A.  John  and 

Sophia  (Jones)  Peterson,  was  born  in  James- 
town, October  24,  1869,  (see  preceding 

sketch).  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Jamestown  High 
School,  supplemented  with  a  commercial 
course  in  the  Jamestown  Business  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1889.  He  then 

began  clerking  in  his  father's  stoic  and  was 
admitted  as  a  partner,  January  l  I,  1892,  the 
firm  being  A.  J.  Peterson  &  Son.  Mr.  Peter- 

son has  traveled  quite  extensively.  During 
the  year  1897  he  visited  England,  where  he 

attended  the  Queen's  Jubilee,  France,  Bel- 
gium, Germany,  Denmark  and  Sweden.  In 

1905  Old  Mexico,  Yucatan  and  Cuba.  From 

1890  to  1895  he  was  a  member  of  the  Fen- 
ton  Guards,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Mt. 
Moriah  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  all  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  including 
the  thirty-second  degree;  Jamestown  Lodge 
of  Elks,  of  which  he  was  the  Exalted  Ruler 

1904-5,  representing  that  lodge  in  the  grand 
body  in  July,  1905,  at  Buffalo;  of  the  Royal 

Arcanum,  and  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.     On  January  10,  1891!,  at  the 

TAKES  C.  PETERSON 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jamestown,  by 
the  Rev.  Charles  C.  Alberlson,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Nettie  Abigal  Slone.  They 
have  one  son,  Slone  Charles,  horn  June  11, 
1895. 
























